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The news coming out of Gaza depicts a 
population plunged into darkness, living 

in a humanitarian crisis, and blaming Israel. 
The BBC reported “Israel’s closure of border 
crossings amid continued rocket fire from Gaza 
has brought the delivery of almost all supplies, 
including electricity and fuel, to a halt. The UN 
says Gaza’s 1.5 million inhabitants face serious 
hardship. Reports from Gaza say people are 
trying to stock up on candles and batteries, as 
well as basic foodstuffs.”

The media war between Israel and Hamas 
has been heating up in recent weeks. The 
al-Jazeera news network has been continuously 
broadcasting scenes of ‘Besieged Gaza’ to Arab 
households across the Middle East and beyond 
to depict the alleged Israeli aggression in 
Gaza. Al-Quds al-Arabi, an Arabic newspaper 
published in London, featured a caricature 
that seemed to sum up the degree to which 
things have escalated in the communications 
battle: an illustration of an Israeli bulldozer 
plowing into the Auschwitz death camp with a 
caption that read “the Gaza Strip or the Israeli 
extermination camp.”

But is it the truth? The truth is that in January 
2008, Israel reduced fuel and electricity 
supplies to Gaza following Kassam rocket 
attacks aimed at Sderot, Ashkelon and other 
cities close to the borders of Gaza. An Israeli 
move to halt the rocket attacks by non-violent 
means, implementing a limited embargo on the 
entry of industrial fuel into Gaza – designed 
to force an end to the missile attacks without 

resorting to a full scale military operation 
– backfired, resulting in a major Hamas 
propaganda victory by creating an image 
of widespread “Palestinian suffering” and 
“collective punishment”. 

PA Foreign Minister Mahmoud Abbas 
supported an Arab League call for an  
“urgent” United Nations resolution to 
condemn Israel (a draft Security Council 
statement was later vetoed by Washington, 
supported by several European countries, 
who noted that it did not even mention that 
unprovoked Palestinian rocket attacks had 
prompted the Israeli action).

As in the past, a number of international 
NGOs, including Amnesty International, 
use the politicized rhetoric of human rights, 
such as “collective punishment” and “crimes 
against humanity,” in selective and one-sided 
condemnations. 

They demonize Israel by claiming (against all 
evidence) that Israel’s border closure “appears 
calculated to make an already dire humanitarian 
situation worse”, one in which “the most 
vulnerable – the sick, the elderly, women 
and children – will bear the brunt, not those 
responsible for the attacks against Israel…” 
The Amnesty statement also incongruously 
claims that “the Israeli authorities cite 
unspecified ‘security’ reasons” to justify 
closures, erasing the use of “civil” materials 
for Palestinian rocket bombardment, and the 
incidents, including one recently in which tons 
of potassium nitrate used for explosives were 

found in humanitarian shipments from the EU 
to Gaza.

US Ambassador to the UN, Zalmay 
Khalilzad, said that Hamas “must bear 
responsibility for the current situation“ in 
Gaza. An official with the Israeli Mission to 
the UN tried to explain to the council that 
the situation in Gaza would immediately and 
significantly improve if only Palestinian force 
based there would stop firing rockets and 
mortar shells at communities in southern Israel. 
An Israeli Foreign Ministry official quoted by 
The Jerusalem Post expressed frustration that 
the UN is quick to take action every time Israel 
is allegedly harming the Palestinians, but on 
a daily basis turns a blind eye to Palestinian 
attacks against Israeli civilians (Between June 
and December 2007, 475 missiles and 631 
mortar bombs were launched; in January 2008 
these attacks intensified).

The IDF has accused Gaza of creating 
a phony humanitarian crisis to serve its 
propaganda needs. Israeli sources say this kind 
of media coverage is exactly what the Gaza 
leadership wants. Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Arye Mekel suggested Hamas 
Islamists had a political interest in exaggerating 
the impact of the Israeli measures.

Israel rejected the claim that there was a 
humanitarian crisis in Gaza. A security official 
in Jerusalem said “apparently Hamas, out of its 
own considerations, decided not to transfer fuel 
to the power station.” 
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His blood be on us
By Rev. Willem Glashouwer
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Letters to the  
Managing 
Editor

“Should you have 10 more copies 
of the latest ‘Israel & Christians 
Today’, I can make good use of 
them” – J.W.

“Please accept donation given in 
memory to my sister who helped 
save a number of Jewish people 
from the clutches of the Nazis during 
WWII in the Netherlands. In the 
“Garden of Memories” at Jerusalem 
is a tree marked with the names. 
Which they planted in the 70’s and 
which I found during my visit to 
Jerusalem in 1985” - JvK

“Your paper & the information is so 
badly needed in this time. The daily 
papers tell so little & often slanted!” 
– E.R.P.

“Thanks so much for faithfully 
sending the news on Israel. Keep up 
the good (God) work” – S.M.

“It’s a paper I can read two or three 
times because of the information 
we get in it. News we don’t get 
anywhere else unless it is straight 
from Israel” – E.L.

“I have been a Christian for 3 
years now and came to the Lord 
while serving my sentence, so 
I’m currently in prison. I support 
Israel 100 per cent and more. Keep 
on sending me your Israel paper 
please!” – R.M.

“Many thanks for all the hard 
work you do to put out such an 
informative newspaper. May God 
bless you all” – D.J.H.

“God bless you and thank you for 
the newspaper” – C.J.

 “Blessings to you all for this great 
informative publication” – L.F.

”I love this publication and the news 
there is to be six issues instead of 
five is really pleasing” –  M.W.

 “Your paper for me is amazing. May 
Yahweh bless you indeed” – S.G.

“Thank you for your newspaper. It’s 
fantastic!” – K.M.P.

Henk Kamsteeg

One of the verses that was used 
throughout the ages by the Church to 

teach that Israel has been rejected and is 
under a perpetuating curse and judgment 
of God, and that the Church replaced Israel 
as the chosen people of God, is Matthew 
27:25: “Let His blood be on us and on our 
children!” (Maybe the background for this 
expression can be found in Ezekiel 3:16-21).

It is this verse, this terrible cry shouted by 
the crowd in Jerusalem that is often quoted 
to defend the view that Israel’s tragic fate 
throughout history is her own fault. Many 
said: ‘Yes, it is terrible, all that happened 
throughout the centuries with the Jews. But 
let’s face it, didn’t they more or less ask for it 
when they killed Jesus? Isn’t it a warning to 
us all? Isn’t this what is going to happen to 
people who reject the Lord and His Anointed 
One? Isn’t this the judgment of God?’ 

The Church over the centuries even 
‘helped’ to bring this judgment of 
God about. By developing a Christian 
theology that could be labeled as Christian 
anti-Semitism. By inciting hatred and 
creating an anti-Jewish atmosphere in which 
terrible persecutions of Jews could happen, 
notwithstanding the fact that some Christians 
personally behaved decently and tried to 
help the Jews as much as they could. 

Let’s have a look at Matthew 27:25 a little 
bit closer. We believe that the Bible is God’s 
Word, totally trustworthy and reliable, and 
that one should believe the literal meaning 
of the words first, before looking for 
spiritual meanings and interpretations. We 
should not spiritualize or allegorize God’s 
Word, although we can always draw spiritual 
lessons from it. At least 7 comments could 
be made about this particular verse:

Perhaps a few hundred Jews, stirred up 
by some of their religious leaders, stood 
in front of the house of Pontius Pilate and 
shouted, “Let his blood be on us and on our 
children!” The people living in the North of 
Israel didn’t have a clue what was happening 
in Jerusalem, and many of them would have 
disapproved - if they only had known. Can 
one hold the whole of the Jewish people 
responsible for what this small mob in 
Jerusalem did, incited by some of their 
religious leaders, when they asked for His 
crucifixion? And not only the whole of the 
Jewish nation in those days, but since then 
throughout the ages to come? The Church 
has done just that, and shoved the guilt 
for the death of Jesus into the shoes of ‘the 
Jews’. This is demonical, and it has led to the 
spilling of rivers of Jewish blood in the lands 
of Christendom. But there is more to it.

When one applies the principle of taking 
the Bible verses in their first and literal 
sense to these terrible words, it is clear 
that taken in a literal sense they must have 
already been fulfilled. “…Us and our 
children…” they shouted. So, that particular 
generation, and their children – the next 
generation of these Jerusalemites. These 
Jews who shouted those words, they and 
their children, were murdered 40 years later 
by the Romans, in Jerusalem. One of the 
biblical numbers for the duration of one 
generation is 40, referring to the duration 

of the wandering in the desert where the 
generation that left Egypt died because of 
their unbelief. Another one is 70, spanning 
the time of a grandfather to his grandson, 
“…from generation to generation…”  
(Daniel 4:3 and 34). And another one is 100 
(Genesis 15:16 en 13). In 70 AD Titus and 
his legions razed the city and the temple 
to the ground, murdering 1,100,000 Jews 
(according to the Jewish historian of those 
days, Flavius Josephus) and crucifying 
thousands from Jerusalem to the coast of 
the Mediterranean Sea, until there was not 
enough wood left to construct more crosses. 
In 135 AD Emperor Hadrian finished the 
job by quenching the revolt under Simon 
Bar Kokhba in 3 ½ years, killing another 
600.000 Jews in addition to those who died 
of hunger, disease, and fire (according to 
the Roman historian in those days, Dio 
Cassius. Were these the moments that His 
blood ‘came on’ that same generation and 
their children, the next generation? These 
massacres happened 40 and 100 years after 
Jesus’ crucifixion around 30 AD. If so, by 
this massive slaughter this prophecy has 
been fulfilled - if one takes the words ‘us 
and our children’ in their first and literal 
meaning. And all the rest of Jewish blood 
that was spilled over the centuries ever since 
has nothing to do with God’s judgment but 
are terrible sins, crimes of men, waiting for 
God’s final judgment.

This leads to another question. Did the 
Romans actually bring God’s judgment 
upon these Jewish people, them and their 
children? Was this God’s judgment? Does 
God judge in such a way? Because even 
if this exclamation be taken as meaning 
that the small Jewish crowd with some 
of their leaders in Jerusalem were taking 
responsibility for the death of Jesus, and 
indeed, 40 years later the Roman legions 
captured and destroyed Jerusalem and 
the temple and brutally murdered that 
generation and their children: among them 
were undoubtedly also thousands of Jewish 
Christians! Would God include also Jewish 
Christians in such a  ‘judgment’? The 

question whether all the Christian Jews had 
fled to Pella before the siege of Jerusalem 
is still an issue hotly debated by historians. 
Some say that there was no such flight! So 
among the many victims of the atrocities 
of the Roman legions there could well have 
been many Jewish Christians – and some 
Gentile Christians as well. And Jews in 
Jerusalem who had not even participated in 
the mob that was shouting and yelling before 
Pontius Pilate demanding Jesus’ crucifixion. 
Did they deserve God’s judgment? So this is 
another reason to ask the question: “Was this 
destruction of the inhabitants of Jerusalem in 
70AD actually a ‘judgment of God’”?

A lot of innocent Jewish blood has been 
spilled since then, throughout the centuries. 
In the lands of Christendom in Europe and 
elsewhere in the world – also the Islamic 
world. All of this innocent spilled blood 
is now awaiting God’s retribution at the 
Last Judgment. Or is all of the innocent 
blood – Jewish and non-Jewish - of the last 
2000 years and more, still calling from the 
earth and is it all awaiting the judgment 
of God at the end of time? Innocent blood 
like that of Zechariah, the son of Berekiah 
– Matthew 23:35: “And so upon you (at 
the time of the final judgment?) will come 
all the righteous blood that has been shed 
on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel 
to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, 
whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar?” Is there a difference between 
‘innocent/righteous bloods’, from before 
and after Christ? Has God’s judgment on 
the innocent blood of ‘Zechariah, the son of 
Berekiah’ - spilled by some Jews in some 
centuries before Christ - come to pass in this 
terrible destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD? 
Does God have a special judgment for Jews 
in the case of ‘spilled blood’? Or does all 
innocent blood on earth of all the centuries 
of human history – Jewish and non-Jewish 
innocent spilled blood - including that of 
‘Zechariah the son of Berekiah’, wait for the 
judgment one day by God Almighty in the 
final day of His wrath, at the end of times? 
Because the blood of Abel that was shed of 
which Jesus speaks, was shed long before the 
Jewish people were even in existence, even 
before Abraham, even before the Flood!

And Who is the One who will finally 
bring judgment? Man or God? Can Romans 
bring God’s judgment on Israel? Can people 
execute God’s judgment? Paul says in 
Romans 12:19: “Do not take revenge, my 
friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, 
for it is written: ”It is Mine to avenge; I 
will repay, “ says the Lord.” God will one 
day ‘avenge’ the wrongdoings of man and 
all the spilling of innocent blood. Like the 
innocent blood of the Christian martyrs – 
Revelation 6:9-11: “When he opened the 
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls 
of those who had been slain because of the 
word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained. They called out in a loud voice, 
“How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, 
until you judge the inhabitants of the earth 
and avenge our blood?” Then each of them 
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was given a white robe, and they were told to wait a 
little longer, until the number of their fellow servants 
and brothers who were to be killed as they had been was 
completed.“ 

One day God will finally sit in judgment to avenge all 
the innocent blood that was spilled on this earth. Like 
the innocent blood of all victims of violence, including 
the millions murdered in the womb by abortionists. The 
victims of rape, of incest. The exploited ones, the slaves. 
The torturers and the murderers. The dictators and the 
exploiters. And the like. Romans, Germans, Dutch, 
Chinese, Russians, Americans, Spanish, British, Arab, 
Palestinian, Jewish and of whatever race or cultural or 
religious or philosophical background the perpetrators 
are, have been or will be. John says in Revelation 
21:8: “But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the 
murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice 
magic arts, the idolaters 
and all liars – their 
place will be in the fiery 
lake of burning sulfur. 
This is the second 
death.” And Paul says 
in Galatians 5:19-21: 
“The acts of the sinful 
nature are obvious: 
sexual immorality, 
impurity and 
debauchery; idolatry 
and witchcraft; hatred, 
discord, jealousy, fits of 
rage, selfish ambition, 
dissensions, orgies, and 
the like. I warn you, as 
I did before, that those 
who live like this 
will not inherit the 
Kingdom of God.” 
The conclusion must 
be: all the sins of 
men – Jews and 
non-Jews alike – 
await Gods judgment 
at the end of time. He is to be the Judge. Men can never 
execute Gods judgment. It all awaits the final verdict 
at the end of time. Till that time there is only One who 
was punished and felt Gods judgment on behalf of us 
all: Jesus. Whosoever puts his or her faith on Him will 
not come into Gods final judgment at all, the Bible says. 
So probably the destruction of Jerusalem and the land 
of Israel by the Romans in 70 AD and 135 AD was not 
a judgment of God at all, but crimes committed by the 
Romans who will be held accountable for them in the 
final day of God’s judgment.

Maybe there is even a quite different interpretation 
possible of this exclamation of the yelling crowd. 
Could this cry of that mob in Jerusalem have been an 
unconscious and unintentional prophetic truth being 
uttered, as that was the case with the words of the High 
Priest when Caiaphas said in John 11:49: “Then one of 
them, named Caiaphas, who was High Priest that year, 
spoke up, “You know nothing at all! You do not realize 
that it is better for you that one man die for the people 
than that the whole nation perish.” Caiaphas did not 
understand the full implications of what he was saying 
and he surely did not mean those words to be prophetic 
in the sense that John understood them. But it still was 
very true. Jesus, the “one man,” died to redeem many 
people and save them. One man died instead of the 
whole nation or, for that matter, the whole of mankind. 
God in His Grace found and executed this incredible 
solution to the problem of the sin of man. And the Son 
co-operated wholeheartedly with the loving purposes of 
the loving Father, and made His life available to become 
the blameless Lamb that could be slaughtered for the 
sins of the world. John says in John 11:51-52 about what 
Caiaphas said: “He did not say this on his own, but as 
High Priest he prophesied that Jesus would die for the 
Jewish nation, and not only for that nation but also for 

the scattered children of God, to bring them together 
and make them one...” Could the cry “His blood be upon 
us and our children” work in a similar fashion, as an 
unintentionally uttered but nevertheless deep spiritual 
and prophetic truth? Because the blood of Jesus must 
come upon us cleanse us from all our sins. The blood of 
Jesus must also come upon Israel to cleanse Israel’s sins. 
This was of course not what they meant: they meant to 
take upon themselves the responsibility for the death of 
Jesus. So their cry was not an honest sinner’s prayer, but 
nevertheless they did speak unintentionally a deep truth. 
This leads to the final and in my opinion decisive point.

On the cross Jesus prayed: “Father forgive them, for 
they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34). 
When He is praying this prayer upon the cross, Jesus as 
the Lamb of God is giving His blood to redeem the sins 
of the world right then and there. To make it possible 
that God forgives our sins. Would the Father not answer 
the prayer of His dying Son for all those who were 

directly involved in 
His execution? 
Surely He forgave 
the Roman soldiers 
and the yelling 
Jewish crowd, 
and Pontius Pilate, 
and Herod and the 
Sanhedrin and all 
the people involved 
in the process of 
condemning and 
killing Him. For 
they indeed did not 
know what they were 
doing. The Sanhedrin, 
Pontius Pilate and 
Herod: they had no 
clue what was going 
on, what was really 
happening. Peter 
says in Acts 3:17-18: 
“Now, brothers, I 
know that you acted 
in ignorance, as did 
your leaders. But 

this is how God fulfilled 
what He had foretold through all the prophets, saying 
that His Christ would suffer.” The Lamb of God had 
to be slain in order that the sins of the world could be 
forgiven. John the Baptist immediately recognizes this 
great commission of Jesus when he sees Him coming 
toward him. John 1:29 says “The next day John saw 
Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb 
of God, Who takes away the sin of the world!” And in 
John1:35: “The next day John was there again with two 
of his disciples. When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, 
“Look, the Lamb of God!” 

Jesus is not murdered by accident, or against His will. 
He says: “No one takes it (My life) from Me, but I lay it 
down of My own accord. I have authority to lay it down 
and authority to take it up again” (John 10:18). He has 
come into this world, to give His life as a free offering 
for the sins of the world. To be slaughtered as a Lamb. 
Isaiah prophecies about Him in chapter 53: “Surely He 
took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we 
considered Him stricken by God, smitten by Him, and 
afflicted. But He was pierced for our transgressions. 
He was crushed for our iniquities. The punishment that 
brought us peace was upon Him, and by His wounds 
we are healed…He was led like a lamb to the slaughter, 
and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so He did 
not open His mouth…He was cut off from the land of 
the living; for the transgression of My people He was 
stricken…though He had done no violence, nor was any 
deceit in His mouth…Yet it was the Lord’s will to crush 
Him and cause Him to suffer…He poured out His life 
unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. 
For He bore the sins of many, and made intercession 
for the transgressors” So this prayer of Jesus on the 
cross ended the curse this Jewish mob invoked upon 
themselves right there. And all the innocent Jewish 
blood that was spilt throughout the ages waits for God’s 
judgment at the end of time.

Continued from page 2

I was watching an old re-run of the movie about Entebbe 
recently.
And there was this scene where the IDF is making 

elaborate preparations to fly half-way around the world to 
free endangered citizens of Israel. There would be a car 
resembling Idi Amin’s vehicle which would be unloaded 
from a plane. There would be split-second timing involved. 
It was so dangerous, so far away, involving so much 
international intrigue and possible disaster. So the generals 
go to the Minister of Defense, presenting their plans to him. 
Shimon Peres, playing himself in the movie, looks them 
over and says: “I will recommend that the Cabinet accept 
this and move forward.”

I scratched my head. Shimon Peres? The dove? Said that?
And I thought about Sderot, and the rockets that fall daily 

on homes, one narrowly missing a school full of children 
only last week. Sderot, not thousands of miles away in 
deepest Africa, but a stone’s throw (rocket launch?) away. 
And yet, our government can’t seem to muster the energy 
to do the simplest and most understandable of actions to 
stop it: take over the area from which the rockets are being 
launched and keep it rocket free.

Now, why would that pose a problem when years 
ago rescuing Israelis being held hostage in Uganda was 
unanimously approved by the Israeli government?

What has happened between then and now?
I have thought about this long and hard. It is not that our 

capabilities have diminished. If anything, the Israeli army is 
stronger and incomparably better equipped than ever. There is 
only one reason that we, the same people who did not hesitate 
to launch planes to invade another continent despite the risks 
of international condemnation, are now too afraid to launch 
the necessary military strike that is called for to protect our 
backyards: a loss of faith in the rightness of our cause. 

Years of international propaganda in the form of CNN and 
BBC broadcasts aimed at our living rooms have somehow 
convinced - at least our leadership - that the Jews of Israel 
must live with terror; must not make waves, must, in fact, 
wait for the bombs to actually hit a school and be able to 
produce pictures (G-d forbid!) of children’s bloodied bodies 
in hospitals or parents wailing at funerals. Only then will 
the spineless men and women of the Kadima government be 
willing to tarnish their images on international talk shows by 
doing what they must do: act decisively and pre-emptively to 
save lives. Before he was elected, I met with Ehud Olmert. 
This preceded the “disengagement” from Gaza. I asked him 
why he was in favor of it. His answer: “If it will save even 
one life, we must do it.”

The life of an Israeli soldier or settler, I assumed. 
Where, Mr. Olmert, is that wonderful concern for the lives 

of the children of Sderot? Is there any question that taking 
over the rocket-launching sites of Gaza will stop the attacks 
and save lives? But here too, there is a change. “If it saves 
only one life” was the mantra that allowed Israel to uproot 
and destroy whole Jewish communities. Where is that 
mantra now when we must uproot and destroy the terrorists 
in Gaza who have moved into the rubble of Jewish homes to 
threaten the lives of our children? 

What is at question here is the backbone of a nation and 
its will to survive. 

Then & Now
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The Annapolis conference, if successful 
in terms of finalizing plans for a 

two-state solution to the Israeli - Palestinian 
conflict, will jeopardize Israel’s prospects for 
survival and pave the way for the emergence 
of another deadly terrorist state. Perhaps, 
the myopic architects of this ill-conceived 
initiative simply failed to comprehend the 
long-term consequences of their plans. 
Perhaps, their intentions and motivations 
were such that they didn’t. In any case, not 
only Israel but America has much to lose if 
agreements forge ahead as planned.

The State of Israel, from its very founding, 
was known for its rigid stance of refusing 
to negotiate with terrorists, period. Israeli 
Prime Minister Olmert’s “peace at any cost” 
initiative not only undermines this basic 
premise but is Chamberlainesque at best, 
devoid of logic, and ignores the bloody 
lessons of history. According to the plan, 
it is Israel that makes all the concessions 
by relinquishing its rights to Eastern 
Jerusalem and the West Bank - meaning the 
biblical territories of Judea and Samaria. 
As a pre-summit good-will gesture, Olmert 
consented to freeing over 400 Palestinian 
terrorists with no discussion regarding the 
fate and /or release of Israeli soldiers being 
held captive. To top it off, Olmert approved 
the transfer of armored vehicles, rifles and 
ammunition to the Palestinian authority 
– a decision that was condemned by both 
Shin Bet Security Forces and the IDF. The 
entire package is being offered, by Israel, in 
exchange for nothing more than a promise 
of peace! As drafted, this skewed agreement 
certainly begs the question as to how Israel’s 
purported peace partner, Mahmoud Abbas, is 
expected to hold up his end of the bargain in 
light of the threat posed, to his governance, 
by Hamas. 

According to Hamas spokesmen, it will 
only be a matter of time before they seize 
control of the West Bank, as they did Gaza, 
and secure those weapons slated for transfer 
to the Palestinian Authority. The realization 
of Hamas’ ambitions would place key Israeli 
cities in harm’s way. As if the Iranian nuclear 
threat and Hezbollah’s entrenchment to the 
north weren’t enough for Israel to contend 
with, Tel Aviv and Jerusalem would now 
fall within rocket range of Hamas-controlled 
territories. 

The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has far less 
to do with territorial disputes than it does 
with bringing about the destruction of Israel 
and genocide against the Jewish people. 
Arguably, it is only Israel that craves a 
long-standing peace with its neighbors. The 
Palestinian leadership’s primary objective 
is to satisfy their Islamist brethren by 
annihilating the Jewish state. 

Regardless of Condi Rice’s recent 
statements, Hamas is not a resistance 
movement but a ruthless terrorist 

organization that’s responsible for leaving 
hundreds of maimed and dead innocents in 
its wake. As evidenced by its very Charter, 
Hamas will never recognize Israel’s 
legitimacy, calls for the murder of innocent 
Jews, and poses a significant threat to the 
West. Few Americans are aware of the 
threat that Hamas poses to our way of life. 
Even fewer know that charitable American 
organizations such as the Lions Club, Rotary 
Club and Free Masons have been targeted 
for destruction by Hamas. 

Hamas, aka the Islamic Resistance 
Movement, was initially established as 
a wing of the Muslim Brotherhood or 
Ikhwan – a secretive, sinister society with 
far reaching tentacles. In fact, most Islamic 
terrorist groups including al Qaeda were 
seeded by the Muslim Brotherhood. The 

Ikhwan, with an established presence in 
over 70 countries, has targeted the world, 
including Israel, Europe and the United 
States, for Islamic conquest and domination. 
Their mission is to establish a Muslim 
Caliphate in servitude to their moon god. A 
partial list of known degenerates radicalized 
by the Ikhwan would include Osama bin 
Laden’s deputy, Ayman Zawahiri: the blind 
Sheik who was convicted for his role in the 
1993 WTC bombing, Omar Abdel Rahman; 
and the architect of the 9/11 attacks, Khalid 
Sheik Mohammed.

The Brotherhood’s stated approach to 
conquering the United States is through 
dawah – Islamic renewal and outreach. Their 
program titled, ‘Ikhwan in America’ details 
a 20-point plan through which they intend 
to replace our Republic with an Islamist 

state ruled by Sharia law. A key excerpt of 
the plan reads: The process of settlement is a 
‘Civilization-Jihadist process’. The Ikhwan 
must understand that their work in America 
is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and 
destroying the Western Civilization from 
within and ‘sabotaging’ its miserable house 
by their hands and the hands of the believers 
so that it is eliminated and God’s religion is 
made victorious over all other religions.

Covertly, through its network of affiliated 
organizations, the Brotherhood sponsors 
camps that promote paramilitary training 
– that’s right, they provide survival 
classes and weapons training to their loyal 
followers on own soil - thereby, honing the 
destructive skills of those intending to do 
us grievous harm through violent Jihad. 
As a case in point, another radical wing 
of the Brotherhood, the Muslim Students 
Association or MSA has established 
branches on hundreds of college campuses 
across America. Thousands of Saudi funded, 
hate-infused mosques across North America 
were constructed due to their efforts. The 
National MSA’s online journal (publication 
#17) instructs its student members to learn 
survival skills and secure firearms training. 
The directive goes on to state that if such 
training is unavailable, in their particular 
location, or cost prohibitive, Muslim students 
should take up paintball which it advocates 
as an excellent way to learn about combat. 
It’s far from coincidence that the Virginia 
Jihad Network, the 7/7 London bombers and 
many other terrorist cells have conducted 
paramilitary training with paintball. 

Due to blackouts and the deliberate 
manipulation of the facts by mainstream 
media outlets, the majority of Americans 
have been kept in the dark with respect to the 
Islamist threat. Additionally, our citizenry 
has been deceived by Washington’s embrace 
of Islam as being a religion of peace. 
Characterizing Islam as the religion of rest in 
peace would be far more fitting. Federal Law 
enforcement agencies have also contributed 
greatly to widespread ignorance, of the 
subject matter, by reclassifying numerous 
terrorist attacks that we’ve suffered as being 
something other than jihadi-inspired. In the 
long run, our politically-correct posturing 
coupled with widespread apathy will cost 
us dearly for our societal infrastructure has 
already been infiltrated, by our enemies, to a 
degree far beyond Joseph Goebbels’s wildest 
expectations. 

It’s time for our government set the record 
straight. Classifying the current war as one 
against terrorism is a misnomer at best. We 
are actually engaged in a struggle against a 
religious ideology with political aspirations. 
Terrorism is nothing more than an effective 
tool employed to undermine the resolve of 
civilized nations. Our deadly enemy might 

As it goes for Israel...
By Jeffrey Epstein
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The recent national intelligence estimate 
that concluded that Iran halted its 

nuclear weapons program in 2003 is just 
about the stupidest intelligence assessment 
I have ever read. It falls hook, line and 
sinker for a transparent bait and switch 
tactic employed not only by Iran, but by 
several other nuclear powers in the past. 

The tactic is obvious and well-known to 
all intelligence officials with an IQ above 
room temperature. It goes like this: There 
are two tracks to making nuclear weapons: 
One is to conduct research and develop 
technology directly related to military use. 
That is what the United States did when 
it developed the atomic bomb during the 
Manhattan Project. The second track is to 
develop nuclear technology for civilian use 
and then to use the civilian technology for 
military purposes. 

What every intelligence agency knows 
is that the most difficult part of developing 
weapons corresponds precisely to the 
second track, namely civilian use. In other 
words, it is relatively simple to move from 
track 2 to track 1 in a short period of time. 
As Valerie Lincy and Gary Milhollin, both 
experts on nuclear arms control, put it in 
a New York Times Op Ed on December 6, 
2007:

“During the past year, a period when 
Iran’s weapons program was supposedly 
halted, the government has been busy 
installing some 3,000 gas centrifuges at 
its plant at Natanz. These machines could, 
if operated continuously for about a year, 
create enough enriched uranium to provide 
fuel for a bomb. In addition, they have no 
plausible purpose in Iran’s civilian nuclear 
effort. All of Iran’s needs for enriched 
uranium for its energy programs are 
covered by a contract with Russia.

“Iran is also building a heavy water 
reactor at its research center at Arak. This 
reactor is ideal for producing plutonium 
for nuclear bombs, but is of little use in 
an energy program like Iran’s, which does 
not use plutonium for reactor fuel. India, 

Israel and Pakistan have all built similar 
reactors—all with the purpose of fueling 
nuclear weapons. And why, by the way, 
does Iran even want a nuclear energy 
program, when it is sitting on an enormous 
pool of oil that is now skyrocketing 
in value? And why is Iran developing 
long-range Shahab missiles, which make 
no military sense without nuclear warheads 
to put on them?

“…the halting of its secret enrichment 
and weapon design efforts in 2003 proves 
only that Iran made a tactical move. It 
suspended work that, if discovered, would 
unambiguously reveal intent to build a 
weapon. It has continued other work, 
crucial to the ability to make a bomb, 
that it can pass off as having civilian 
applications.”

Duh! What then can explain so obvious 
an intelligence gaffe. One explanation could 
lie in the old saw that “military intelligence 
is to intelligence as military music is to 
music”. But I simply don’t believe that our 
intelligence agencies are populated by the 
kind of nincompoops who would fall for 
so obvious an Iranian ploy. The more likely 
explanation is that there is an agenda hiding 
in the report. What then might that agenda 
be? To find a hidden agenda one should 
always look for the beneficiaries. Who 
wins from this deeply flawed report? Well, 
certainly Iran does, but it is unlikely that 
Iranian interests could drive any American 
agenda. Lincy and Milhollin surmise that: 

“We should be suspicious of any 
document that suddenly gives the Bush 
administration a pass on a big national 
security problem it won’t solve during 
its remaining year in office. Is the 
administration just washing its hands of the 
intractable Iranian nuclear issue by saying, 
‘[i]f we can’t fix it, it ain’t broke?’” 

My own view is that the authors of the 
report were fighting the last war. No, not 
the war in Iraq, but rather what they believe 
was Vice President Cheney’s efforts to 
go to war with Iran. This report surely 

takes the wind out of those sails. But that 
was last year’s unfought war. Nobody 
in Washington has seriously considered 
attacking Iran since Condolleezza Rice 
and Robert Gates replaced Cheney as the 
foreign policy power behind the throne.

Whatever the agenda and whatever 
the motive this report may well go down 
in history as one of the most dangerous, 
misguided and counterproductive 
intelligence assessments in history. It 
may well encourage the Iranians to move 
even more quickly in developing nuclear 
weapons. 

If the report is correct in arguing that 
the only way of discouraging Iran from 
developing nuclear weapons is to maintain 
international pressure, then the authors of 
the report must surely know that they have 
single-handedly reduced any incentive by 
the international community to keep the 
pressure up. 

If Neville Chamberlain weren’t long dead 
I would wonder whether he had a hand in 
writing this “peace in our time” intelligence 
fiasco. 

I wish the intelligence assessment 
were correct. So does most of the media, 
which accepted its naïve conclusion with 
uncritical enthusiasm. The world would be 
a far safer place if Iran had indeed ended 
its efforts to develop deliverable nuclear 
weapons. But wishing for a desirable 
outcome does not make it so. Pretending 
that a desirable outcome is happening, 
when the best information indicates that it’s 
not, only encourages the worst outcome.

The authors of this perverse report, which 
is influencing policy so immediately and 
negatively, will have much to answer for 
if their assessment results in a reduction of 
pressure on Iran—which is the only nation 
actually to threaten to use nuclear weapons 
to attack its enemies—to stop its obvious 
march toward becoming the world’s most 
dangerous nuclear military power.

(Source: FrontPageMagazine.com)

Stupid Intelligence
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be fixated with a 7th century mentality but it 
is armed with the latest technology and most 
sophisticated implements of warfare. 

Since 9/11, over 10,060 terrorist attacks 
against innocents have been reported. All of 
which have involved Islam. Islamic-inspired 
violence transcends all international borders. 
From Kashmir to the Sudan, from Indonesia 
to Argentina, from Chechnya to France and 
from the Balkans to Australia; one would be 
hard pressed to find a major conflict, war, or 
act of aggression that doesn’t involve Islam. 
This, in itself, serves as undeniable proof 
that the abhorrent behavior is not linked to 
an underlying hatred of the West, the United 
States or Israel.

The realization that a major world religion 
would support the long-term geo-political 
objectives of ruthless terrorist organizations 
– in particular, by advocating world 
domination through violent conquest and/ 
or genocide against those of other faiths, is 
troubling at best. 

For decades, the State of Israel has 
served us well – both as testing ground for 
high-tech weaponry and as the proverbial 
canary in our coal mine. The two-state 
solution being proposed at the Summit will 
render Israel defenseless in the face of our 
common enemies – something that we’d 
certainly live to regret. 

To quote the “Presidential Medal of 
Freedom” award winning author Eric 
Hoffer:

“We can rely more on Israel than Israel 
can rely on us… I have the premonition that 
will not leave me: as it goes for Israel so will 
it go with all of us. Should Israel Perish, the 
holocaust will be upon us.” 

Knesset member Benny Elon recently 
introduced a far more viable plan for 
bringing long-term peace to the region. His 
“Israeli Initiative” calls for dissolving the 
Palestinian Authority, dismantling the refuge 
camps and having Jordan grant citizenship 
status to Arabs remaining in the West Bank. 
Israel would extend its sovereignty over 
Judea and Samaria. Those Palestinians 
currently living in the refuge camps would 
be provided with rehabilitation packages 
and an opportunity to move to outside 
countries. Agency relief would be available 
to assist the emigrants with resettlement and 
employment.

Jeffrey M. Epstein is the founder and President of 
America’s Truth Forum. His organization (America’s 
Truth Forum, in association with Basics Project) 
took the lead in producing the first-ever and critically 
acclaimed symposium on the threat of radical Islamist 
terrorism in Washington, DC. During the most recent 
presidential election cycle, Mr. Epstein served as Media 
Relations director for a 527 political action committee 
that successfully organized a major advocates rally in 
Washington DC. Mr. Epstein has been featured on Fox 
& Friends and has appeared on numerous local and 
national television and radio talk shows.
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By Efraim Karsh

After the Annapolis Summit
What chance for an agreement with 

Abbas and the PLO? In August 
1968, shortly before seizing control of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO), 
Yasir Arafat urged “the transfer of all 
resistance bases” into the West Bank and the 
Gaza Strip, conquered by Israel during the 
June 1967 war, so as to launch a sustained 
terrorist campaign that would undermine 
Israel’s way of life by “preventing 
immigration and encouraging emigration...
destroying tourism...weakening the Israeli 
economy and diverting the greater part of 
it to security requirements...[and] creating 
and maintaining an atmosphere of strain 
and anxiety that will force the Zionists to 
realize that it is impossible for them to live 
in Israel.” 

Forty years later, with salvos of Gaza-fired 
missiles raining down on Israeli towns and 
villages on a daily basis, Arafat’s words 
seem prophetic. Yet his plan for victory 
would have remained a chimera had it not 
been for the Rabin government, which in 
1993 invited the PLO, a group formally 
committed to Israel’s destruction by virtue 
of its covenant, to establish a firm political 
and military presence on its doorstep. 

More than this, Israel was prepared to 
arm thousands of (hopefully reformed) 
terrorists, who would be incorporated into 
newly established police and security forces 
charged with asserting the PLO’s authority 
throughout the territories. In the words of the 
prominent Palestinian leader Faisal Husseini, 
Israel was willingly introducing into its 
midst a “Trojan Horse” designed to promote 
the PLO’s strategic goal of “Palestine from 
the [Jordan] river to the [Mediterranean] 
sea” -- that is, a Palestine in place of Israel. 

In line with this thinking, from the 
moment of his arrival in Gaza in July 1994 
to lay the ground for Palestinian statehood 
at peace with its Israeli neighbor, Arafat 
engaged in an intricate exercise in duplicity, 
speaking the language of peace to Israeli 
and Western audiences while building up 
an extensive terrorist infrastructure and 
backing anti-Israel terror attacks. By the 
time of his death in November 2004, Arafat 
had transformed the territories transferred 
to PLO control -- the Gaza Strip and the 
West Bank’s populated areas -- into an 
effective terrorist state and had launched 
a vicious terror war (euphemized as the 
al-Aqsa intifada after the Jerusalem mosque) 

that plunged Israel into one of the greatest 
traumas in its history. 

No Difference in Goals of Hamas 
and Fatah 

One might have hoped that, 11 years and 
thousands of deaths after the launch of the 
Oslo process, the international community 
would pay closer attention to what the 
Palestinian leadership was actually saying (in 
Arabic) and doing. Yet such was the extent of 
the peace delusion that the European Union’s 
policy chief, Javier Solana, could state 
upon Arafat’s death that “the best tribute to 
President Arafat’s memory will be to intensify 
our efforts to establish a peaceful and viable 
state of Palestine.” When this widespread 
illusion of a new and more peaceful 
Palestinian political era failed to materialize, a 
handy scapegoat was found in the form of the 
Hamas Islamist group, which in January 2006 
won a landslide victory in the Palestinian 
parliamentary elections and replaced the PLO 
at the helm of the Palestinian Authority (PA), 
established in May 1994 as the effective 
government of the Palestinian population in 
the West Bank and Gaza. 

In reality, of course, there is no fundamental 
difference between the ultimate goals 
of Hamas and the PLO vis-à-vis Israel: 
Neither accepts the Jewish state’s right to 
exist and both are committed to its eventual 
destruction. The only difference between the 
two groups lies in their preferred strategies 
for the attainment of this goal. Whereas 
Hamas concentrates exclusively on “armed 
struggle,” as its murderous terror campaign 
is conveniently euphemized, the PLO has 
adopted since the early 1990s a more subtle 
strategy, combining intricate political and 
diplomatic maneuvering with sustained terror 

attacks (mainly under the auspices of Tanzim, 
the military arm of Fatah, the PLO’s largest 
constituent group and Arafat’s alma mater). 
In the candid words of Farouq Qaddoumi, 
the PLO’s perpetual foreign minister: “We 
were never different from Hamas. Hamas is a 
national movement. Strategically, there is no 
difference between us.” 

Such attitudes are by no means confined 
to “hard-line” elements within the PLO 
but are a commonplace among supposed 
moderates, notably Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen), Arafat’s successor and perhaps the 
foremost symbol of supposed Palestinian 
moderation. For all their drastically different 
personalities and political style, Arafat and 
Abu Mazen are warp and woof of the same 
fabric: dogmatic PLO veterans who have 
never eschewed their commitment to Israel’s 
destruction and who have viewed the “peace 
process” as the continuation of their lifetime 
war by other means. 

In one way, indeed, Abbas is more extreme 
than many of his peers. While they revert 
to standard talk of Israel’s illegitimacy, he 
devoted years of his life to giving ideological 
firepower to the anti-Israel and anti-Jewish 
indictment. In a doctoral dissertation written 
at a Soviet university, an expanded version 
of which was subsequently published in 
book form, Abbas endeavored to prove the 
existence of a close ideological and political 
association between Zionism and Nazism. 
Among other things, he argued that fewer 
than a million Jews had been killed in the 
Holocaust, and that the Zionist movement 
was a partner to their slaughter. 

In the wake of the failed Camp David 
summit of July 2000 and the launch of 
Arafat’s war of terror two months later, 
Abbas went to great lengths to explain 

why the “right of return” - the standard 
Arab euphemism for Israel’s destruction -- 
was a non-negotiable prerequisite for any 
Palestinian-Israeli settlement. 

Those who were disposed to regard 
these words as lip service by a lackluster 
apparatchik deferring to the omnipotent 
and hopelessly intransigent Arafat were to 
be bitterly disillusioned. In an address to a 
special session of the Palestinian parliament 
shortly after Arafat’s death, Abbas swore 
to “follow in the path of the late leader 
Yasir Arafat and...work toward fulfilling 
his dream...until the right of return for our 
people is achieved and the tragedy of the 
refugees is ended.” 

Six months later, in a televised speech 
on the occasion of Israel’s Independence 
Day, Abbas described the proclamation 
of the State of Israel on May 14, 1948, 
as an unprecedented crime of history and 
vowed his unwavering refusal to ever 
“accept this injustice.” “On that day, a 
crime was committed against a people, who 
were uprooted from their land and whose 
existence was destroyed and who were 
forced to flee to all areas of the world,” he 
said. “The refugees have a full right to fulfill 
the right of return. We strongly object to the 
possibility they would become citizens of 
the countries they live in.” 

Arabs Rejected UN Resolution 194 
on Refugees 

Against this backdrop, it is hardly 
surprising that the Annapolis summit 
not only proved little more than a photo 
opportunity but also underscored the 
pervasiveness of Palestinian recalcitrance. 
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For much of Bethlehem, the “peace and loving each other” 
Christmas festivities are far from its streets. The city where 

once Jesus was born has now become a battleground. A place 
where radical Islam fights its ideological warfare. Caught in the 
middle of it all are the Arab Christians, who already for many 
years have suffered incredible hardships, bombings, kidnapping 
and intimidation. As a result thousands of Christian residents are 
leaving Bethlehem, and the way things are, soon there may be no 
Christian left at all in the famed city of David.

When the State of Israel was founded in 1948, Christians 
composed 80 per cent of the Bethlehem residents. Since that 
time, the oppression of Christians in the birthplace of Jesus has 
risen sharply. It largely began in 1995 when Israel withdrew from 
the city and turned over control of the town to the Palestinian 
Authority. Official figures tell us that Bethlehem, including Beit 
Jala and Beit Sahour, is comprised of some 61,000 people. In 
Bethlehem itself the divide is 60 per cent Muslims and 40 per cent 
Christians. However, Naim Khoury, the pastor of the First Baptist 
Church in Bethlehem, dismisses those figures out of hand. “Since 
1995 the figure of its Christian population has gone down from 
approx. 62 per cent to approx. 15 per cent,” he says. Now Christian 
residents live in a Palestinian area, Muslim-dominated in absolute 
numbers and in character.

Naim Khoury grew up in a Greek-Orthodox family with deep 
roots in the Old City of Jerusalem. As a child he attended an Arab 
school where the color of the Mediterranean Sea was painted in 
red and not blue. The teacher explained that the sea would be red 
after the Jews had been killed and kicked out in the sea.

Naim was the first member of his family who came to faith in 
Jesus Christ. Through the power of prayer his whole family came 
to faith. His brother was powerful in his conviction and preached 
wherever he could. He was slaughtered a couple of years ago on 
the Mount of Olives by fundamental extremists.

According to Khoury, who is also responsible for churches 
in Jericho and Jerusalem, there is a growing anti-Semitism and 
sentiments of anti-Christianity in the Palestinian territories in 
particular. “The election of Hamas has made the situation for 
Christians even worse and many are now fleeing the Holy Land. 
What was once a partly Christian area is now almost completely 
under Islam,” he said.

There is a dossier of 140 illegal land grabs where Christians 
have lost their land to the Muslims. Other complaints range from 
services in the Church of the Nativity being drowned out by 
blaring loudspeakers from a mosque across Manger Square, to 
incidents of what local Christians call harassment of their women 
by Muslims. A lot of Christians don’t wear the cross anymore, 
especially men, because they don’t want to stand out and they 
don’t want any trouble. They are harassed, but hardly anyone dares 
say anything publicly about the Muslims. 

The town of Bethlehem made worldwide headlines in 2002, 
when the focus of international attention climaxed when heavy 

fighting broke out between Israeli soldiers and Palestinian gunmen 
on Manger Square near the Church of the Nativity. Several 
hundred Palestinians stormed the Church thinking, “This is a 
place for peace, and where Jesus was born,” one of the main terror 
leaders of the siege reportedly said. The siege finally ended March 
10. Of course Israel was blamed and it was said the Jewish state 
held civilians inside the church hostage for over a month…

But Khoury does not blame the Israeli for Bethlehem’s fleeing 
Christians. “There is no freedom for Christians in the Middle 
East,” he said, “but there is freedom in Israel for me as an Arab 
Christian! Why can we not speak about this openly? Christians 
are being persecuted and killed for their faith. Why do others have 
the right to kill Christians and we are expected to say nothing? We 
need to wake up to what is happening.” 

Pastor Khoury called on the European parliament and other 
international institutions to raise these questions and ask if they 
are compatible with our universal values. “If not, why are we not 
reacting when people are killed for their faith and convictions,” he 
said.

Recently, Roger van Oordt, the director of Christians for Israel 
in the Netherlands, visited Naim Khoury. At a breakfast meeting 
Naim told him that he and his family are under constant pressure 
from the Muslim population in and around Bethlehem. There have 
been several attempts to assassinate Naim, and he is threatened 
again by fundamental extremists that he will be caught soon and 
killed. “I realize that my life is not in the hands of Hamas or 
Islamic Jihad, but in the hands of the Lord God Almighty,” he 
said. “The police in Jerusalem advised me to be at least during the 
nights not in Bethlehem, because usually Hamas is doing its work 
in the night and not during daytime.” Christians for Israel recently 
provided Naim Khoury with funds to install a security system in 
the church.

Pastor Khoury is aware that Hamas is building its empire in the 
territories, using money and food as a means to gain support from 
the local population. “When Hamas takes over the power in the 
territories, the first to be slaughtered would be the Christians who 
are not supporting Hamas,” he said.

During an interview with Aviel Schneider, Jerusalem’s israel 
today editor, Naim Khoury told him withdrawal from more 
territory, such as the West Bank, might bring a temporary quiet, 
but that there will be no real peace until the Prince of Peace, the 
Lord Jesus Christ, returns. 

When asked about the future status of Jerusalem, Khoury said 
“There is no such thing as [Arab] East Jerusalem and [Jewish] 
West Jerusalem in the Word of God. It just says ‘Jerusalem,’ and 
the city should be united forever.

“Our church has been attacked 14 times,” Khoury continued. 
“A few years ago, three bullets were fired at me; one hit my left 
arm, and the other two missed. But I’m not going to compromise. 
I’m one out of nine leaders in the West Bank and East Jerusalem. 
Yet, I’m the only one who takes this stand. I don’t believe in 
replacement theology [the doctrine that the Church has replaced 
Israel]. We love Israel because we love God. We love the Word of 
God, and we hold on to His promises.” 

Bethlehem needs Jesus’ miracles now perhaps more than ever. 
And it is to Him the town’s Christians turned to at Christmas 2007.

“Pray that the Spirit of Christ, of Almighty God, the Prince of 
Peace, will be able to make people live in peace and harmony 
together and to have the peace of God in their hearts; to be able 
to forget about violence and killing and shooting and suicide 
bombing. We need to pray to Almighty God to help me, my family 
and the people here to live in peace and harmony. It can be done. 
The only One Who can do it is the Lord Jesus Christ” 

– Pastor Naim Khoury, First Baptist Church, Bethlehem.

By Henk Kamsteeg

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”

A Christmas tree in Manger Square is flanked by the Omar Mosque (to the 
left) and the Assyrian Church (Background). Photo Steve Sabella

For one thing, by categorically refusing 
to recognize Israel’s Jewishness (or for 
that matter its very existence as a Jewish 
state), the Palestinian leadership -- from 
Abbas, to Ahmad Qurei (negotiator of the 
1993 Oslo Accords), to Saeb Erekat, to the 
“moderate” prime minister Salam Fayad 
-- has effectively rejected the two-state 
solution, based, in the words of the UN 
partition resolution of November 29, 1947, 
on the creation of “independent Arab and 
Jewish States” in Palestine. For another 
thing, despite the lip service paid to the 
two-state solution in his Annapolis address, 
Abbas insisted that “the plight of Palestinian 
refugees...must be addressed holistically -- 
that is, in its political, human, and individual 
dimensions in accordance with UNGA 
Resolution 194.” 

Yet far from recommending the return 
of the Palestinian refugees as the only 
viable solution, Resolution 194 (passed 
on December 11, 1948) puts this particular 
option on a par with the “resettlement and 
economic and social rehabilitation of the 
refugees” in other countries; indeed, that 
provision made the resolution anathema to 
the Arab states, which opposed it vehemently 
and voted unanimously against it. Equating 
return and resettlement as possible solutions 
to the refugee problem; linking resolution 
of this issue to the achievement of a 
comprehensive Arab-Israeli peace; placing 
on the Arab states some of the burden for 
resolving it; and above all establishing 
no absolute “right of return,” the measure 
was seen, correctly, as rather less than 
useful for Arab purposes. This, however, 
did not prevent Arabs and Palestinians 
from transforming the resolution into the 
cornerstone of an utterly spurious legal claim 
to a “right of return,” which in their internal 
discourse is invariably equated with the 
destruction of Israel through demographic 
subversion. 

And therein, no doubt, lies the crux of 
the Israeli-Palestinian dispute. For to refuse 
to recognize Israel’s right to exist, 60 
years after the assertion of this right by the 
international community, and to insist on the 
full implementation of the “right of return,” 
at a time when Israel has long agreed to the 
creation of a Palestinian state roughly along 
the pre-1967 lines, indicates that, in the 
Palestinian perception, peace is not a matter 
of adjusting borders and territory but rather 
a euphemism for the annihilation of the 
Jewish state. 

The Israeli government and the 
international community will be dangerously 
deluding themselves in continuing to view 
Abbas’ adamant refusal to fight terrorism as 
a reflection of political weakness (as they 
did with Arafat in the early Oslo years) and 
his avowed commitment to “the right of 
return” as a bargaining chip or lip service. 
To deny the depth of the PLO’s commitment 
to Israel’s destruction is the height of folly, 
and to imagine that it can be appeased 
through Israeli concessions is to play into 
its hands. Only when Palestinians reconcile 
themselves to the existence of the Jewish 
state and eschew their genocidal hopes will 
the inhabitants of the Holy Land, and the 
rest of the world, be able to look forward to 
a future less burdened by Arafats and their 
gory dreams.

(Courtesy of Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs).
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By Jamie Glazov

Schmoozing With Terrorists

FrontPage (FP): You met with a recruited Palestinian 
suicide bomber. What’s the bomber’s real motivation? 

Do bombers really believe they die and get 72 dark eyed 
maidens? 

Klein: If you believe much of the world media and a lot of 
so-called terror experts, Palestinians are primarily blowing 
themselves up among Jewish civilians in response to poor 
economic conditions and “Israeli occupation.”

Through the Islamic Jihad terrorist organization, I met in 
the West Bank city of Jenin with a recruited bomber who 
scoffed at claims he is looking to carry out a suicide attack 
in response to Israeli actions. He actually called such claims 
“Israeli propaganda.”

“The will to sacrifice myself for Allah is the first and 
most major reason,” the recruited bomber told me. “It is 
true that the Zionists are occupying our lands and that it is 
our religious duty to fight them, including through suicide 
attacks. The goal is not the killing of the Jews, but that this 
is the way to reach Allah....Martyrs have special status in the 
next world and have bigger chances to watch Allah’s face 
and enjoy the magnificent pleasures he offers us.”

About the 72 virgins thing, bombers absolutely believe 
they receive eternity in Allah’s paradise with the dark eyed 
maidens in exchange for their suicide operation. They are 
told this reward is dictated in the Quran. 

Interestingly, nothing in the Quran specifically states that 
the “faithful” are allotted seventy-two virgins apiece. And 
the only reference to maidens in the Quran, when referring 
to paradise, doesn’t state anything about seventy-two. Just 
simply that paradise for the righteous has “gardens and 
grapeyards; and young full-breasted [mature] maidens of 
equal age; and a full cup [of wine].”

I confronted well-armed senior terrorist leaders about 
the 72 virgins myth. Together with America radio host 
Rusty Humphries, I petitioned the terrorists to point out the 
Quranic verse promising the 72 virgins. The terrorists got 
pretty testy. You’ll have to read the book to find out what 
happened.

FP: Tell us what the terrorists shared with you about what 
they would like to do with the likes of Madonna and Britney 
Spears, etc. 

Klein: I was surprised to learn the terrorists interviewed 
knew exactly who were Madonna and Spears. The two are 
accused of “spreading Satanic American culture,” corrupting 
humanity and attempting to “temp men” to put them “far 
from Islam.”

Muhammad Abdel-Al, spokesman and senior leader of 
the Popular Resistance Committees terror group, which has 
previously been accused of targeting Americans, warned in 

my book Madonna and Spears face death unless they change 
their evil ways, which includes acting like “prostitutes.” 

Abdel-Al was speaking hypothetically when asked to 
describe what he’d do if his group took over the U.S., but 
I hope every liberal in the world understands his threats. 
Don’t liberals realize what they are urging on when they 
basically cheer for jihad?

FP: What would life in the U.S. be like if the terrorists 
conquered it?

Klein: The terrorists detail their plans for us if they win. 
And make no mistake about it, for the terrorists winning 
means imposing their brand of Islam around the world. 
They are not simply fighting for specific pieces of territory, 
to destroy Israel or to evict U.S. troops from the Mideast. 
These are just means to an end - spreading Islam worldwide.

For the terrorists - and they are very open about this - we 
have returned to the days of Saladin, the Muslim conqueror 
who took parts of Europe. 

The terrorists boast about their global plans and the 
fact that to them this is a religious war. I entirely fault the 
mainstream media for actively hiding the real motivations of 
Islamic terror. All you have to do is talk with a terror leader 
and he’ll explain things to you.

Among other things, life for Americans living under 
Islamic rule would entail non-Muslims paying a special 
protection tax, called the jizya, to live safely in the United 
States of Islam. All women must properly cover their heads. 
Alcohol would be strictly prohibited.

No new churches or synagogues can be built; the existing 
churches and synagogues must worship quietly and cannot 
expand. American music and movies will be shut down; only 
Islamic culture will be allowed. According to some schools 
of Islam, music may be entirely prohibited. 

The terrorists said they’d even shut down our news outlets 
and took particular offense at Fox News Channel, which one 
terror leader called a “network of evil.”

FP: Who are the Jihadists’s U.S. election favourites? What 
else do they say about U.S. politicians and 2008 presidential 
candidates?

Klein: The terrorists overwhelmingly support the 
Democrats for the White House in 2008. They see 
Democratic presidential candidates competing with each 
other on who would withdraw first from Iraq. They hear 
the Democrats - and some Republicans -talk about creating 
dialogue with Iran and Syria; some even speak of cease fires 
with Iraqi insurgent groups.

For the terrorists, a withdrawal from Iraq is the beginning 
of the end of the U.S. That’s the way they see it. They 
announce they will use Iraq as a staging base against our 

regional allies. When they hear Democrats - and some 
Republicans - say we are losing in Iraq, compare Iraq to 
Vietnam, the terrorists are emboldened. 

I spoke with dozens of senior terrorist leaders on the 
record. All of them, every single one of them want the 
Democrats in office. I never once spoke to a single terrorist 
who favored the Republicans. And why would they? The 
Democrats and the terrorists share some of the same goals; 
of course for the terrorists those goals will lead to downfall 
of the American empire and the spread of Islam. 

It was under a Democrat president, Bill Clinton, PLO 
leader Yasser Arafat returned from exile in Tunis, established 
a fiefdom in the West Bank and Gaza and was built up as 
a legitimate leader, becoming the most frequent foreign 
dignitary to visit the White House. The terrorists love that. 
They believe the Democrats are their ticket to victory and 
they are hopeful a Democrat will soon sit in the Oval Office.

The terrorists in particular seem to favor Hillary Clinton, 
although she has wavered recently on her pledges to 
immediately withdrawal from Iraq. They had some bad 
things to say about some of our republican candidates.

FP: Can you talk a bit about how our tax dollars fund 
terrorism?

Klein: It’s ridiculous. The U.S. wrongly believes that when 
it comes to the Palestinian arena, Hamas are the “bad guys” 
and Fatah, led by Mahmoud Abbas, is “moderate.” This even 
though Fatah’s declared military wing, the Al Aqsa Martyrs 
Brigades, is responsible for more terrorism the past three 
years than Hamas, including taking responsibility along with 
Islamic Jihad for every suicide bombing in 2005 and 2006.

Based on the policy of Fatah as “good,” the U.S. since the 
late 1990s has been running bases in the West Bank City of 
Jericho to train Fatah militias. Over the years, the U.S. also 
has provided Fatah militias with arms, reportedly including 
thousands of high-powered assault rifles during the past year 
alone. 

This past August, the State Department announced the 
U.S. will begin new training courses for Force 17 in an effort 
to bolster Abbas against Hamas, 

In my book, I document how the U.S. has been arming, 
training, funding and coordinating security members of 
Fatah’s forces who are also openly members of the Al Aqsa 
Martyrs Brigades, including many chiefs of the Brigades!

Terrorists are literally walking around with high-powered 
U.S.-assault rifles and they are using sniper tactics we taught 
them to shoot at the Israelis. I also documents how terrorists, 
including chief of the Brigades in Ramallah, are among the 
official team that receives and distributes American weapons 
shipped to Palestinians! 

FrontPage Interview’s guest is Aaron Klein, author of the new book, Schmoozing With Terrorists: From Hollywood to 
the Holy Land, Jihadists Reveal Their Global Plans to a Jew! He is also Jerusalem bureau chief for WorldNetDaily.com.
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In the book, one Al Aqsa leader explained on the 
record how U.S. training was key to his group’s 
“success” in the intifada that started in 2000 and is still 
being waged. 

The U.S. training to Fatah just scratches the surface of 
our support for terror documented in “Schmoozing with 
Terrorists.”

FP: How about the issue of how jihadists engage in 
desecration vis-à-vis other religions?

Klein: I catch up with terrorist desecrators of other 
religion’s holy sites, including the terrorists who holed 
themselves up in Bethlehem’s Church of the Nativity 
where they reportedly used pages of the Bible as toilet 
paper. 

Also the desecrators of Joseph’s Tomb in Nablus, one 
of the most flagrant, vile desecrations of holy sites in the 
history of humankind. The tomb, the site believed to be 
the burial place of the biblical patriarch Joseph, is the 
third holiest site in Judaism. 

After Israel evacuated the Joseph’s Tomb in 2000 in 
response to repeated attacks against Jewish worshipers 
and Israeli troops there led by Arafat’s gunmen, 
Palestinians came with pickaxes, hammers, and later 
bulldozers to tear apart large swaths of the tomb structure 
and a beautiful yeshiva erected at the site. The dome of 
the Jewish tomb was painted green, and a mosque was 
subsequently erected in its place.

I also talked with terrorists who control the Gaza 
Strip territory where synagogues evacuated by Israel in 
2005 were destroyed and are now being used as rocket 
launching pads to fire into Jewish population centers.

And you know what? Meeting with these holy site 
desecrators, I wasn’t angry at them. How can I fault 
evil for being evil? I cannot be upset when their society, 
which preaches suicide terror and extreme anti-Semitic 
propaganda, desecrates holy Jewish sites the minute 
Israel evacuates.

No, I was furious at the Israeli government for 
repeatedly giving up land and expecting the Palestinians 
will respect our holy sites and allow freedom of worship. 

And I was fuming at my fellow Jews. Where were 
they when Joseph’s Tomb was desecrated? Can you 
imagine the Muslim response if Israel bulldozed the Al 
Aqsa Mosque, Islam’s so-called third holiest site, and 
converted it into a synagogue? The Muslims would 
unleash holy hell. They’d launch World War III. 

And yet when Judaism’s third holiest site was so 
violently molested you didn’t hear much from world 
Jewry. 

FP: Share with us the under-reported story of Christian 
persecution in the Middle East as told by the antagonists 
and victims.

Klein: The story of Christian persecution in the Middle 
East is crucial. I dedicate an entire chapter to the plight 
of Christians living under Muslim control, particularly 
in areas Israel handed to the Palestinians, including 
Bethlehem, one of the most important Christian cities. 
I also talk with Muslim leaders and terrorists about the 
Christian persecution at their hands.

Bethlehem consisted of upwards of 80 percent 
Christians when Israel was founded in 1948, but since 
the Palestinian Authority took over in 1995 the Christian 
population has declined to about 23 percent with a large 

majority of Muslims. The 23 percent Christian statistic is 
considered generous; some estimates place Bethlehem’s 
actual Christian population as low as 12 percent, with 
hundreds of Christians emigrating per year. If trends 
continue, there may not be a single Christian living in 
the believed birthplace of Jesus in 10-15 years.

The media insanely blames Israel for Bethlehem’s 
fleeing Christians! But just walking around the city 
and talking to the residents it becomes clear Muslim 
intimidation and persecution is at play. 

One of the most significant problems facing Christians 
in Bethlehem is the rampant confiscation of land by 
Muslim gangs. Also the creation of an atmosphere of 
regular hostility and intimidation. Christian shopkeepers’ 
stores have been attacked, Christian women violated. I 
personally witnesses some persecution, as I describe in 
the book.

But the story is much larger. Christians are being 
persecuted all over the Mideast, even in countries we 
consider our allies, such as Egypt and even the new 
Iraq! And yet the U.S. government doesn’t protest. We 
give money to these Christian persecuting countries. Our 
leaders hold photo ops with their leaders. Where’s the 
outrage? Something needs to be done about the plight of 
these Christians.

FP: Have the terrorists ever offered tips on how we 
can win the war on terror?

Klein: In ‘Schmoozing,’ the terrorists offer a whole 
slew of tips, incredibly. 

The one I liked the best was their mockery of our 
phrase ‘War on Terror.’ They asked how we can possible 
win a war against an ideology? They recommended we 
just come out and call it a war against Islam.

Of course, we’re not at war against Islam, but against 
an extremist, dangerous brand of Islam. I agree with the 
terrorists overall sentiments. We need to finally identify 
the enemy for what it is. Otherwise we will never win.

FP: What does the West need to understand about 
Islamic terror?

Klein: Six years after the 9-11 attacks we still don’t 
get it. We don’t realize we are fighting an enemy that 
is motivated by religion and by the will to spread their 
beliefs worldwide. 

We don’t understand that with this enemy there is no 
dialogue, there are no negotiations. Negotiations are seen 
as signs of weakness. A cease fire, as dictated by the 
Quran, is really a temporary lull in fighting to prepare 
for the final attack. 

When we present the terrorists with weakness, they 
would be fools not to exploit it. When we cower at 
their threats, when we retreat at their advances, when 
we restrain our troops during battle, when we announce 
we are “not winning,” we are throwing raw meat at the 
global jihad monster and more Americans will die as 
a result. We are in a war for our existence whether we 
admit it or not. And in such a war only one side can win.

(Source FrontPageMagazine.com 10/31/2007) Jamie Glazov is 
Frontpage Magazine’s managing editor. He holds a Ph.D. in History 
with a specialty in U.S. and Canadian foreign policy. He edited and 
wrote the introduction to David Horowitz’s Left Illusions. He is also 
the co-editor (with David Horowitz) of The Hate America Left and 
the author of Canadian Policy Towards Khrushchev’s Soviet Union 
(McGill-Queens University Press, 2002)

Aaron Klein, a journalist and Orthodox Jew, risked his 
life to speak with some of the world’s most ruthless 

leaders and members of terror organizations face-to-face, 
including al-Qaida, Hezbollah, Hamas, Islamic Jahid, and 
Al Aqsa Martyrs.

Klein mostly interviews 
Palestinian Arab terror 
groups openly allied with 
the global jihad. “They 
say they see Israel as an 
outpost of America and 
for that reason the Jewish 
state has become the 
canary in the minefield 
in the war of terror.  
The Jews are corrupting 
humanity on earth. They 
are the source of all the 
problems in the world, 
and yes, they should  
be removed.”

With either unbelievable courage or a death wish the size 
of a crater left behind after 9/11, Klein shares the stories 
in detail in his book Schmoozing With Terrorists – From 
Hollywood to the Holy land, Jihadists Reveal their Global 
Plans – to a Jew! 

In Klein’s book you will read “Why Islamic jihadists kill, 
maim and die – as told to an American Jew over biscuits 
and a cup of tea.” Here’s the real story behind today’s 
war headlines, told from the unique perspective of a Jew 
meeting and eating with his deadliest enemies.

In this book you’ll find no excuses for terrorism. You’ll 
find no rewording of the word “terrorist.” As far as Aaron 
Klein is concerned, if you’re a member of a group that 
deliberately kills or threatens to kill civilians, you’re 
a terrorist. If your organization sends suicide bombers 
into restaurants and nightclubs, you’re a terrorist. If 
you call on teenagers to blow themselves up to achieve 
maximum casualties for the reward of eternal paradise with 
seventy-two dark-eyed virgins, you’re a terrorist. If you fire 
rockets into cities to kill innocents, you’re a terrorist. And 
if you harbor or support groups who seek to kill civilians, 
at the very least you’re a terror supporter.

“Muhammad Abdel-Al, spokesperson and senior leader 
of the Hamas-allied Popular Resistance Committees terror 
group, says: “I hope Klein’s book will be fair in the way it 
represents the resistance, but if it isn’t, we will not mourn 
for this Jew. It would be one more proof that American 
writers, American journalists and the American media are 
controlled by the Zionists.”

Temporary Peace

“The illegal occupation of the West Bank and East 
Jerusalem is the basis for the entire conflict. Once a peace 
agreement is signed and Israel gets out of our land, there 
will be peace,” said a Palestinian official on Al Jazeera 
television. “We will be ready for a long interim renewable 
agreement,” explained a top Hamas chief, “in which 
Israel gives land based on a period of cease-fire that can 
go to ten or even fifteen years like it was done by the 
prophet Muhammad with the enemies of the Muslims.” 
He would offer Israel “temporary peace” in exchange for 
Israel vacating the West Bank, eastern Jerusalem, parts 
of the southern Israeli Negev desert that border to the 
Gaza Strip, and the Jordan Valley, which extends from 
outside Jerusalem toward Jordan and encompasses most of 
Israel’s major water supplies. The Hamas leader, though,  
said his group would never give up their right for  
the whole of Palestine and would not abandon its goal of 
destroying Israel.

Notes Klein: Even members of Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah group – deemed 
“moderate” by the U.S. – told me any land for peace deal 
with Israel is only a temporary machination to further their 
goal of destroying the Jewish state.

A Fascinating Book
By Henk Kamsteeg

Al Aqsa Brigade Photo©Isranet



 The Nazi Mascot
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Born in Koidanov in the Minsk region 
of Belarus in 1935, he emigrated to 

Australia at 15, married and raised a family 
in Melbourne.

His sons grew up listening, spellbound, to 
their father’s poignant, though light-hearted, 
wartime tale: of how, as a five-year-old 
pigherd, he became separated from his 
peasant family and had to fend for himself 
for months in a forest before being found by 
a kindly Latvian family who brought him up.

It was little more than a fairy story: the 
truth of Mr Kurzem’s early life was, in fact, 
even more extraordinary and so brutally 
shocking that he had all but obliterated it 
from his memory.

The reality was that as a five-year-old boy 
he had witnessed the massacre of his fellow 
Jewish villagers, among them his mother, 
baby brother and sister. Kurzem escaped 
into nearby woods where he survived by 
scavenging and stealing clothes from dead 
bodies, until he was found and handed over 
to Latvian police, who “adopted” him as a 
mascot.

When the battalion changed its identity 
to that of a Nazi SS unit, it had a miniature 
uniform made for Kurzem, complete with 
the SS insignia and a full-length black 
leather coat and pistol. He was paraded for 
newsreels and newspapers as ‘’the Reich’s 
youngest Nazi’’ and taken to the Russian 
front with his squad.

There he witnessed atrocities. He saw 
rapes, murders and massacres of Jews, 
and on one occasion was forced to fire his 
pistol at a Jewish teenager captured by the 
soldiers, as the unit rampaged across the 
country. On another, he had to watch the 
slaughter of 1,600 Jews who were herded 
into a synagogue at Slonim.

The whole time, the young Kurzen was 
frantically trying to hide a secret that would 
have meant certain death for him: he, too, 
was a Jew. He watched atrocity after atrocity, 
unable to show the slightest compassion for 
those of his own faith.

His commandant was Karlis Lobe, a 
notorious Latvian Nazi responsible for the 
slaughter of tens of thousands of Jews. Mr 
Kurzen is unsure, but suspects that the unit 
was responsible for the slaughter of his 
family.

Still, when the war ended the child had 
no choice but to speak up for Lobe: the 
man who had sadistically murdered so 
many of Kurzem’s countrymen had also 
protected him and ensured his survival while 
all around Jews were dying in massacres, 
in concentration camps and in the gas 
chambers.

Today, Mr Kurzem is a grey-haired man 
in his seventies. He believes himself to be 

72, though is uncertain of his exact age. 
His lined face and pained expression are 
testament to his torturous past. 

Until a decade ago, he kept his solitary 
secret. Then, one night in 1997, no longer 
able to live with his nightmares, or his 
sketchy memories, he began haltingly to 
pour out the true story to his son Mark.

He gave a statement to the Holocaust 
Commission but, to his horror, it dismissed 
his tale, saying it could find no trace of the 
massacre in his home village, and going so 
far as to suggest he was a collaborator who 
was complicit in Lobe’s war crimes.

“I was devastated,” Mr Kurzem says. 
“During those terrible years with the SS 
I could trust no one. My own people, the 
Russians, despised me because I wore the 
Nazi uniform. I was terrified the Nazis 
would discover I was Jewish.

“Lobe was a monster, but he saved me 
and survival was all I had. I had to keep so 
many secrets that secrecy was a way of life. 
And then, to find that my own people didn’t 
believe me when I finally told my story, was 
heart-breaking.”

But Kurzem’s son was determined to 
discover the truth. Painstakingly, over 
the past 10 years he has investigated his 
father’s past. Finally able to verify it all 
with documents and pictures, the Holocaust 
Commission has reversed its decision and 

Mark has now written a powerful book, The 
Mascot, revealing his father’s remarkable 
and horrific story. 

The Massacre 

Kurzem, of course, is not Alex’s real 
name: that was the name given to him by 
the soldiers. He now knows he was born 
Ilya Galperin. His first clear memory is of 
October 21, 1941, the day his family was 
slaughtered. The day before his father and 
the men of the village had been shot.

That night two soldiers broke in and beat 
his mother. Once they departed, leaving her 
bloodied and bruised, she told her eldest 
son: “We are all going to die tomorrow.” She 
knew the massacre of the Jewish women and 
children would be the next morning.

She told him he must be brave and help 
her with his brother and sister. That night the 
young boy awoke thinking: “I don’t want to 
die.” In his nightclothes he fled, stumbling 
through pits filled with the bodies of the 
Jews shot the day before. In the morning he 
awoke to the sound of screams. From the 
tree in which he was hidden, he saw women 
and children, weeping in terror, being lined 
up in front of newly dug pits.

“If only I had not looked,” Mr Kurzem 
says softly. But he did. In front of him he 
saw his mother and siblings among those 
waiting to be shot. “I could see soldiers 
forcing people down the hill, using the 
bayonets. Then I saw my family. I wanted  
to call out. I wanted to go to her, but I 
couldn’t. The soldiers shot my mother. 
They put the bayonets into my brother and 
sister. I had to bite my hands to stop myself 
screaming.”

As he recalls his family’s deaths, Kurzem 
grows pale and his hands tremble. “People 
have asked me why I didn’t take my brother 
and sister with me when I fled, but I had no 
idea where I was going. I was just a child 
myself. Then, to see them murdered. I did 
not want to watch but I could not look away. 
I felt I owed it to my mother. If she could 
bear to endure it, then surely I should bear to 
watch and be with her in my heart.”

Kurzem was in the woods for about nine 
months. He ate berries and dragged the great 
coat off a dead soldier. “What I remember 
most is the terrible cold and the constant 
hunger. And being so very alone,” he recalls.

Of “Aryan” Appearance

On July 12, 1942, he was found by a 
local who was not a Jew and handed over 
to the Latvian soldiers. Lined up along with 
others to be shot, he knew he had to take 
any opportunity. While others cowered, he 
ran to the soldiers, begging on bended knee 
for bread. His antics amused them and one, 
a Sgt Kulis, took pity on him and dragged 
him out of the line. He decided to clean up 
the filthy little boy and bathed him. When 
he saw Kurzem naked, he saw he had been 
circumcised and realized that, although 
the child was fair haired and of “Aryan” 
appearance, he was a Jew.

“I will never know why he saved and 
protected me,” Mr Kurzem says. “But he 
did. He warned me no one must know or it 
would be certain death for us both.”The littlest Nazi: Alex Kurzem was paraded before Hitler in an SS uniform

Alex Kurzem

By Olga Craig

Almost all his life Alex Kurzem has kept a lonely secret
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Before long the little boy, now about 
six, had become the Latvian SS’s famous 
mascot. In his uniform he was feted before 
the Führer, filmed keeping charge of 
German children (“Me, a Jew.Had they but 
known,” he says incredulously) and taken to 
the Russian Front.

“I hated the soldiers’ brutality, their 
inhumanity. But I don’t deny that, as a little 
boy, I at times loved being the center of 
attention. I was doing it to survive. To please 
them. But all the time I was terrified they 
would discover my real identity and I would 
also be shot for my faith.”

It was at the front that he witnessed the 
infamous Slonim massacre in which 1,600 
Jews were burned alive. “Soldiers were 
prodding people into the synagogue, then 
they hammered wooden planks across the 
doors and windows. They put bunches of 
burning sticks and branches against the 
building and in a flash it caught fire. The 
flames spread quickly and then terrible 
wails began. Women and children broke 
out, running into the road in flames. No one 
helped them, they burned where they fell.”

On another occasion, the soldiers used the 
young boy to lure local girls to their camp 
where they savagely beat and raped them. 
And when the unit was used to round up 
Jews for the cattle trains to the death camps, 
Kurzem, resplendent in his uniform, was 
given the task of handing out chocolate bars 
to lure them inside.

“They were smiling, they thought it a 
kindness. I didn’t know where these trains 
were going but I had heard enough of the 
soldiers’ talk to know they were going to 
despair and death.”

In 1944, as the tide of the war started to 
turn against the Nazis, Lobe sent Kurzem to 
live with a Latvian family who bullied him 
into writing an affidavit exonerating Lobe. 
Before long he was receiving anonymous 
hate mail from Jews who knew the truth of 
Lobe’s atrocities.

A New Life

Terrified, he booked a working passage to 
Australia aboard the SS Nelly, late in 1949. 
“I just wanted to start a new life, away from 
all the memories that I wanted to lose.” 
His only luggage was a battered brown 
suitcase in which he kept photographs and 
documents of his past life. He took odd jobs, 
one of them with a circus. Eventually, he 
set up his own carpentry business and set 
about assimilating himself into his adopted 
country. He never, he told friends, wanted to 
return to Eastern Europe. He told his wife, 
Patricia, and his children nothing of the truth 
of his past.

Then, that night in 1997, he could keep 
silent no longer. Since then, he and his son 
have travelled to his home village many 
times. He found pictures of his parents under 
the wardrobe of his old home and, when he 
summoned the courage, stood by the tree 
from which he had watched his mother and 
his siblings murdered.

“Finally, after all this time, I have been 
able to lay a rose on the grave of my 
mother,” he says, smiling at the memory. 
“But when I stood at that spot, as a grown 
man, where I saw her die so bravely, I still 
had to cram my fist in my mouth to stop 
screaming.”

Mr Kurzem is silent, his eyes moist. 
“Should I have been standing there with her, 
holding her hand? Holding the little ones? 
I have tortured myself with this. But one 
thing I know: my mother would have died 
desperately hoping I had survived.”

Continued from page 11

Jacques Gauthier, a non-Jewish Canadian lawyer who spent 20 
years researching the legal status of Jerusalem, has concluded: 

“Jerusalem belongs to the Jews, by international law.”
Gauthier has written a doctoral dissertation on the topic of 

Jerusalem and its legal history, based on international treaties and 
resolutions of the past 90 years. The dissertation runs some 1,300 
pages, with 3,000 footnotes. Gauthier had to present his thesis to 
a world-famous Jewish historian and two leading international 
lawyers - the Jewish one of whom has represented the Palestinian 
Authority on numerous occasions.

Gauthier’s main point, as summarized by Israpundit editor Ted 
Belman, is that a non-broken series of treaties and resolutions, as 
laid out by the San Remo Resolution, the League of Nations and 
the United Nations, gives the Jewish People title to the city of 
Jerusalem. The process began at San Remo, Italy, when the four 
Principal Allied Powers of World War I - Great Britain, France, 
Italy and Japan - agreed to create a Jewish national home in what 
is now the Land of Israel. 

San Remo

The relevant resolution reads as follows: “The High Contracting 
Parties agree to entrust... the administration of Palestine, within 
such boundaries as may be determined by the Principal Allied 
Powers, to a Mandatory [which] will be responsible for putting into 
effect the [Balfour] declaration... in favour of the establishment in 
Palestine of a national home for the Jewish people.”

Gauthier notes that the San Remo treaty specifically notes that 
“nothing shall be done which may prejudice the civil and religious 
rights of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine” - but says 
nothing about “political” rights of the Arabs living there.  The San 
Remo Resolution also bases itself on Article 22 of the Covenant 
of the League of Nations, which declares that it is a “a sacred trust 
of civilization” to provide for the well-being and development of 
colonies and territories whose inhabitants are “not yet able to stand 
by themselves under the strenuous conditions of the modern world.”

League of Nations

The League of Nations’ resolution creating the Palestine 
Mandate, included the following significant clause: “Whereas 
recognition has thereby been given to the historical connection of the 
Jewish people with Palestine and to the grounds for reconstituting 
their national home in that country.” No such recognition of Arab 
rights in Palestine was granted. 

In 1945, the United Nations took over from the failed League of 
Nations - and assumed the latter’s obligations. Article 80 of the UN 
Charter states: “Nothing in this Chapter shall be construed, in or 
of itself, to alter in any manner the rights whatsoever of any states 
or any peoples or the terms of existing international instruments to 
which Members of the United Nations may respectively be parties.”

UN Partition Plan

However, in 1947, the General Assembly of the UN passed 
Resolution 181, known as the Partition Plan. It violated the League 
of the Nations’ Mandate for Palestine in that it granted political 
rights to the Arabs in western Palestine - yet, ironically, the Jews 
applauded the plan’s passages while the Arabs worked to thwart it. 

Resolution 181 also provided for a Special regime for Jerusalem, 
with borders delineated in all four directions: The then-extant 
municipality of Jerusalem plus the surrounding villages and towns 
up to Abu Dis in the east, Bethlehem in the south, Ein Karem and 
Motza in the west, and Shuafat in the north.

Referendum Scheduled for Jerusalem

The UN resolved that the City of Jerusalem shall be established 
as a separate entity under a special international regime and shall 
be administered by the United Nations. The regime was to come 
into effect by October 1948, and was to remain in force for a 
period of ten years, unless the UN’s Trusteeship Council decided 
otherwise. After the ten years, the residents of Jerusalem “shall be 
then free to express by means of a referendum their wishes as to 
possible modifications of regime of the City.”

The resolution never took effect, because Jordan controlled 
eastern Jerusalem after the 1948 War of Independence and did not 
follow its provisions. 

After 1967

After the Six Day War in 1967, Israel regained Jerusalem and 
other land west of Jordan. Gauthier notes that the UN Security 
Council then passed Resolution 242 authorizing Israel to remain 
in possession of all the land until it had “secure and recognized 
boundaries.” The resolution was notably silent on Jerusalem, and 
also referred to the “necessity for achieving a just settlement of the 
refugee problem,” with no distinction made between Jewish and 
Arab refugees.

Today

Given Jerusalem’s strong Jewish majority, Gauthier concludes, 
Israel should be demanding that the long-delayed city referendum 
on the city’s future be held as soon as possible. Not only should 
Israel be demanding that the referendum be held now, Jerusalem 
should be the first order of business. “Olmert is sloughing us off 
by saying [as he did before the Annapolis Conference two months 
ago], ‘Jerusalem is not on the table yet,’” Gauthier concludes. 
“He should demand that the referendum take place before the 
balance of the land is negotiated. If the Arabs won’t agree to the 
referendum, there is nothing to talk about.”

(Source: Arutz 7)

By Hillel Fendel

Jerusalem Belongs to the Jews

Jerusalem - Temple Mount, Western Wall, Kotel, Dome of the Rock
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On the Present Danger Facing  
Israel and all the Jews
The entire body of the Jewish people today – in Israel, 

in Europe, in America, in Australia and New Zealand, 
and throughout the world – is in grave danger. Our very 
existence as a people and as a faith is in jeopardy. The threat 
to our survival has two components to it: the external siege 
being waged against Israel and the Jewish people throughout 
the world by the international jihadist movement, its 
sympathizers and appeasers; and the internal siege that 
we Jews, both in Israel and in the Diaspora, including the 
United States, are waging against ourselves.

We will look first at the external siege – war that is 
being waged against us. It has its military, diplomatic, and 
ideological-propaganda aspects.

Military threat

On the “military” front (if that is the right word for the 
front of violence and terror) we have been under constant 
assault since the signing of the Oslo accords between Israel 
and the PLO in 1993. 

During the past fourteen and a half years the Palestinian 
Arab terrorists have murdered over 1,800 Israelis, two thirds 
of them civilians. This is more than the total number of 
Israelis murdered by the Palestinian Arabs in the forty-four 
years preceding the “peace accords.” Many of the killers 
have been members of the Palestinian Arab “police force” 
established with Israel ‘s consent in Gaza, Judea and 
Samaria under the Oslo accords. Indeed, Palestinian “police” 
have murdered three Israelis just over the past month.

For the past seven years, Israeli towns and villages 
near the border with Gaza have been subjected to rocket 
attacks; during the past two years, the city of Sderot, with 
a population of some 23,000, has been bombarded with 
rockets nearly every day. Its residents have about twenty 
seconds whenever a warning siren sounds to duck into a 
shelter. The missiles have killed some people; many more 
have been wounded; and thousands, including Sderot’s 
children, have suffered shock and trauma. 

Egypt, supposedly at peace with Israel, has enabled the 
Hamas terrorists who control Gaza to move vast amounts 
of armaments, money and soldiers into this territory, and to 
transform themselves from a guerilla force into an army able 
to fight Israel on NEAR equal terms. The Israelis have even 
captured on videotape Egyptian “border guards” helping to 
smuggle in terrorists.

Then there are the Hezbollah terrorists in Lebanon, who 
killed about 140 Israeli soldiers and 43 civilians in 2006, 
many of them with long range rockets that struck deep 
inside the Galilee, including Israel ‘s third largest city, 
Haifa. Hezbollah recently struck again with rockets at 
kibbutz Shlomi. Since the 2006 Lebanon war, Hezbollah has 
completely rearmed, and now has missiles that can strike at 
the heart of Tel Aviv. 

Standing behind Hezbollah are Syria and Iran. Both of 
these hateful regimes make no bones about their desire to 
destroy Israel. Both are armed with chemical and biological 
weapons, missiles that can reach every inch of Israeli 
territory, the most advanced fighter jets, and numerous 
other ultramodern weapons. Both regimes are working at 
break-neck speed to develop nuclear weapons. This has been 
thoroughly documented, despite the attempts of the recent 
“National Intelligence Estimate” to deny this reality.

Threat of violence

The campaign of violence against Jews has been extended 
to the Diaspora. There has been a massive increase in 
anti-Semitic incidents throughout Europe. In London, Paris, 
and Brussels, Jews are routinely assaulted on the street 
and on public transportation facilities. Many synagogues 
have been vandalized, and some burned to the ground. 
Desecrations of Jewish cemeteries are so common that they 
have ceased to be news. In “peaceful” Switzerland, a rabbi 
was gunned down recently in the street simply because he 

was wearing traditional Jewish garb.
Nor should we American Jews think that we have been 

immune to the spreading hatred. According to FBI statistics, 
of some 1,500 hate crimes connected with the religion of the 
victims last year, over 1,000 were directed at Jews -- more 
than five times the number of crimes directed at the next 
most vulnerable group, Muslims, and more than ten times 
the number of hate crimes directed against Christians. On 
March 1, 1994, a Lebanese Muslim murdered a Jewish boy 
and seriously injured several others on the Brooklyn Bridge, 
simply because they were Jews. On July 4, 2002, at the El 
Al terminal of Los Angeles Airport, two Jews were killed 
and four wounded by an Egyptian gunman, simply because 
they were Jews seeking to board a plane for Israel. On July 
28, 2007 an Arab Muslim man walked into a Jewish center 
in Seattle, murdered a Jewish woman and injured five other 
women simply because they were Jews. 

Even more troubling, perhaps, is the strange insensitivity 
often displayed by our own government toward many of 
these hate crimes. For example, the FBI described the 
murder of the Jewish boy on the Brooklyn Bridge as a 
case of “road rage,” even when the political and religious 
motives of the assassin were attested to by many witnesses. 
And when the Egyptian, Muslim fundamentalist gunman 
mowed down Jews at the Los Angeles El Al terminal, the 
FBI investigating officer asserted, “there is no evidence that 
this was terrorism.”

Diplomatic threat

On the diplomatic front, Israel has been under relentless 
pressure from the international community, including, sad 
to say, our own beloved United States, to make unilateral 
concessions to the Palestinian terrorists that place Israel 
in deadly peril. The so-called “Quartet” of great powers, 
consisting of the United States, the European Community, 
the United Nations, and Russia, has bludgeoned Israel into 
accepting the so-called “Road Map” plan, which requires 
Israel to withdraw more or less to its June 4, 1967 borders. 
The late Israeli Foreign Minister, Abba Eban, once aptly 

called these lines “the Auschwitz frontiers.” 
Pressure to implement the “road map” has continued 

relentlessly through the Annapolis conference last month 
and during President Bush’s recent visit to Israel . The 
United States has also put relentless pressure on Israel to 
withdraw security checkpoints that are vital to preventing 
the movement of terrorists and their weapons into Israel, 
to end all construction of Jewish housing outside the 1967 
borders, including those neighborhoods of Jerusalem 
outside of this “green line,” to acquiesce in the partition 
of Jerusalem, and to evacuate Jewish residents from the 
so-called “unauthorized settlements” or “illegal outposts” – 
many of them on land legally owned by Jews, in some cases 
owned by Jews for decades. 

The Palestinian Arab leadership, for its part, has demanded 
that Israel accept within its borders all four million Arabs 
who claim that they are descended from refugees who left 
Israel sixty years ago, during her War of Independence. 
They also want Israel to evict the roughly 450,000 Jews who 
live in areas outside the 1967 lines, which would require 
Israel to resettle these unfortunate people, too, within its 
now-truncated territory. Obviously, Israel could not survive 
the importation of millions of Arabs who have been taught 
to hate her from birth. But it also would be very difficult 
to absorb half a million Jews forced from their homes.  
They would have good reason to hate their own country. 

Yet the United States has given Israel little encouragement 
to resist these demands of the Palestinian Arabs.

Propaganda threat

But by far the most insidious and dangerous front in 
the war against Israel is the propaganda war. In the Arab 
countries and Iran, this takes the form of the crudest lies 
and stereotypes derived from Nazi propaganda and the 
notorious anti-Semitic forgery, The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion. But it is also being waged in a more subtle way by 
the media throughout Europe, the United States, and even 

By Rachel Neuwirth

Gilo separation wall

Continued on page 13
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within Israel itself; and by the academic and educational 
establishments of all of these countries as well. The Western 
media and academic “experts” portray Israel as a Western 
colonial implant into the Middle East that has uprooted 
and dispossessed the “indigenous” Arab population and 
stolen their land. Israelis are portrayed as religious fanatics  
intent on seizing other people’s land in order to fulfill 
Biblical promises.

Nor should we overlook that the hate propaganda and 
libels directed against Israel are directed against the 
Jews of the Diaspora as well, especially American Jews. 
Professors Stephen Walt and John Mearsheimer and former 
President Jimmy Carter claim that American Jews exert 
excessive power over American foreign policy; that they 
use this power on behalf of a foreign country, Israel, to the 
disadvantage and injury of the United States; and that we 
silence anyone who criticizes Israel with threats, unfair 
criticism or dismissal from their jobs.

All of these allegations, both those against Israel itself and 
those against its Jewish supporters in the United States and 
elsewhere, are lies. But through constant repetition, they 
have been bought into by hundreds of millions of people 
throughout the world, including Europe, the United States, 
and saddest of all, within Israel itself. This is the ultimate 
fulfillment of Hitler’s observation in Mein Kampf that the 
bigger the lie is, if it is repeated often enough, the more 
likely it is to be believed.

Internal threat

But it is we Jews’ siege of ourselves from within our own 
communities that presents the gravest danger to our survival 
as a people and as a faith community: our self-doubts; our 
demoralization; our loss of confidence in the righteousness 
of our own cause; our lack of unity; the loss of our religious 
beliefs, and of what is an essential part of our religion, our 
mission as a people. 

Because so many of us have lost faith in the righteousness 
of our own struggle for survival, and have accepted the lies 
of our enemies, the government and people of Israel have 
been increasingly yielding to the demands of our enemies 
and false friends without even putting up a struggle. In order 
to survive, we must win a victory over the sickness of our 
enemies; but before we can do that, we must heal ourselves.

For some Jews, their psychological sickness has 
progressed to the point of outright identification with the 
enemies of our people, and active participation in their 
ideological, propaganda and political assault on us. These 
Jews have actively taken sides with the enemy, at least on 
the level of ideology, communications and propaganda – 
perhaps in the belief that “if you can’t beat them, join them.” 
These Jews constitute an internal Jewish fifth column that 
threatens us more severely than all our external enemies 
combined. The anti-Israel and anti-Jewish Jews among us 
are like a dagger pointed directly at the heart of Israel and 
the Jewish people. 

Thousands of Jewish journalists, academics, filmmakers, 
artists and “intellectuals” in the United States, Canada, 
Europe, and within Israel itself have actively participated 
in the campaign of vilification and lies against Israel. There 
is even a “minyan” of Jewish reporters working for the 
notorious al-Qaeda mouthpiece al-Jazeera. These Jewish 
haters of Zion have a greater impact and credibility than 
any other group of anti-Israel propagandists. Who, after all, 
would believe that Jews would lie about their own people 
and institutions? And their impact is greatest on their 
fellow Jews, of course; they have sapped the will of Israelis 
to resist the demands of their enemies, and the will of the 
American and other Diaspora Jews to stand behind Israel, by 
persuading them that Israel ‘s cause is not just. 

But our internal propagandist fifth column, disastrous 
though its impact has been on our morale, is only one of the 
negative influences contributing to the collapse of the Jewish 
will to resist the relentless pressure of our enemies. 

A tremendous, and humanly understandable, war-weariness 
has gripped Israelis. Prime Minister Olmert gave voice to 
this terrible war fatigue when he said, 

“We are tired of fighting, we are tired of being courageous, 
we are tired of winning, we are tired of defeating our 
enemies, we want to we will be able to live in an entirely 
different environment of relations with our enemies.” 

We must remember that a man or woman struggling to 
walk to safety through numbing cold may become very tired 
indeed, to the point of wishing to lie down in the snow and 
fall asleep. But then he or she will not wake up.

Loss of faith in God and in the truths of our religion is yet 

another reason for our spreading defeatism and our failure to 
resist the assault on us as Jews. It is our religion that teaches 
us that we are a distinct people with a land of our own. It is 
our religion that teaches us that we have a unique destiny, 
and that we must survive as a people if we are to fulfill our 
mission to be “a light unto the nations.” Once we forget 
our faith, the temptation to assimilate into our environment 
completely and forget about what happens to our fellow 
Jews becomes very great.

And for us, the Jews of the golden American Diaspora, 
our very comfort, prosperity and seeming security have 
concealed the common danger from us -- much as they 
concealed from the Jews of Germany and elsewhere in 
Europe the grave danger that they faced from Nazism, until 
it was too late to do anything. They think, “What has all this 
got to do with me? I am leading a perfectly contented and 
prosperous life here in America with my family. I am very 
comfortable. Why should I care about what is happening to 
other Jewish people 6,000 miles away?” 

The answer to this understandable human reaction is the 
answer that Mordecai sent to Esther when she expressed her 
fear of approaching King Ahasuerus to appeal for the life of 
her fellow Jews: “Do not imagine that you, of all the Jews, 
will escape with your life by being in the king’s palace. 
On the contrary...you and your father’s house will perish.” 
(Esther 4:12). If Israel should fall, do not imagine that we 
American Jews shall escape persecution by enemies who see 
our vulnerability.

Our lethargy and indifference are grave mistakes that will 
come back to haunt us. While World War II was going on, 
few Jews in America even knew about, or much less reacted 
to, the genocide being committed against our brethren in 
Europe, even though the essential facts about their fate were 
known to American Jewish leaders as early as 1942. It was 
only after the war ended and photographs of the bodies of 
the victims appeared in the newspapers that the enormity of 
what had happened began to sink in with American Jews. 
Serious discussion and study of the Holocaust did not even 
begin among us until the 1960s. 

This time, we will not have the luxury of a slow response 
to the dangers facing not only the Jews of Israel, but also 
ourselves.

Nor should Christians and other non-Jews in America 
and throughout the Western world be indifferent to what 
is happening. The international jihad waged by the radical 
Islamists targets not only Jews, but all Christians (referred to 
by the jihadis as “Crusaders”) and all of Western civilization 
as well. The Jews are the first on the list of groups targeted 
for extinction by the radical jihadis, but they are by no 
means the last on this list. In our vulnerability to the 
poisonous ideological winds sweeping in from the Middle 
East and South Asia, we Jews are the proverbial “canary 
in the coal mine” the first to suffer the lethal effects of the 
poison, but not the last.

(John Landau contributed to this article. Visit Rachel’s website at www.
MiddleEastSolutions.com. This article first appeared in The American 
Thinker. This article can also be read at: www.aish.com/jewishissues/
jewishsociety/Besieged.asp)
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By Jason Burke

It starts like any other young woman’s diary - with a 
description of hobbies, a first boyfriend, schoolmates and 

trips to the country - but it ends like few others. The final 
words are ‘the horror, the horror, the horror’. 

Early January The Journal of Helene Berr arrived in 
French bookshops. The harrowing story of a young Jewish 
girl in occupied Paris, will be, according to the newspaper 
Liberation, ‘the publishing sensation of 2008’. Two years 
ago, an account by another French Jewish writer, Irene 
Nemirovsky, who died in Auschwitz, sold hundreds of 
thousands of copies and sparked a fierce debate. 

With her family, Berr, died in the concentration camps, 
among the 70,000 Jews deported from France in the Second 
World War, often with the help of the French police or 
officials. 

‘We thought everything had already been said on the Jews 
under the German Occupation,’ said Michel Lafitte, a French 
historian who described the journal as ‘incredibly rich’. 

Berr, already being dubbed ‘France’s Anne Frank’, is very 
different from both her Dutch counterpart and Nemirovsky. 
Her manuscript lay untouched for 50 years before being 
discovered by archivists from France’s Holocaust Museum. 

She was 21 when she started her diary in 1942 - only a 
few weeks before Nemirovsky died. Cultivated, steeped in 
Russian and English literature, from a wealthy old French 
family and a keen violinist who attended the Sorbonne 
University, Berr starts her diary with an account of picking 
up a signed copy of the works of poet Paul Valery from his 
home. 

The early pages of the diary are full of descriptions of the 
countryside around Paris - ‘I went to gather fruit in the upper 
orchard ... the blue sky and the sun made the dew drops 
sparkle and joy flooded through me like a spell’, she writes. 

‘She is barely aware of her Jewish identity, the war has 
barely touched her and she is largely unaware of what is 
happening elsewhere in Europe,’ said the book’s editor, 
Antoine Sabbagh. ‘She is in love for the first time. But then 
things start to change. The book reads like a novel, but with 
a terribly sad end.’ 

In one powerful passage Berr describes her first 
experiences wearing the yellow stars that Nazi laws forced 
French Jews to wear, of being chased from the park in front 
of Notre Dame cathedral, of her close relatives arrested by 
French police and humiliated, of Parisian streets emptied by 
the round-ups of Jews. 

‘We are living hour by hour, not even week by week,’ 
she writes. Instead of fleeing she works as a volunteer at a 
holding camp for children whose parents have already been 
deported. ‘They play in the yard ... repugnant, covered in 
sores and lice. Poor little kids,’ Berr confides to her diary, 
recounting how her co-workers beseech her to flee France 
while there is still time. 

The nightmare gets closer and she realises that her life 
might end ‘somewhere in Upper Silesia’ and in ‘just a few 
weeks’. ‘People are speaking about suffocating gas that 
they use on the convoys which arrive at the Polish frontier. 
They are rumours but there must be some truth in them,’ she 
writes. 

The diary becomes a work for posterity, above all to leave 
her fiancé, Jean Morawiecki, who has escaped France to 
fight with the Free French from England, something to 
remember her by. 

‘I know why I am keeping this journal,’ she writes. 
‘I know that I want it to be given to Jean if I am not here 
when he comes back. I don’t want to disappear without him 
knowing everything I have been thinking about while he has 
been away - or at least a part of it.’ 

The diary stops on 15 February 1944. The last entry 
describes an interview with a deportee who recounts the 
journey Jews take across France - ‘from Bordeaux, from 
Nice, from Grenoble’ - in French railway cattle wagons 
with 16 straw sacks as beds for 60 people, each given 
four potatoes and a pound of beef to last them six days. 
Berr knows what awaits - ‘The Germans have one aim, to 
exterminate’ - and reflects on how they hold a door open 
for her on the Paris Metro but are ready to deport her to her 
death tomorrow. 

The final page recounts a visit Berr received from a former 
prisoner of war in Germany who tells her of the persecution 
of Jews he saw there and of the mass execution of sick 
captured Russian soldiers. ‘The horror’ is the final word. 
Berr was arrested with most of her family a few weeks later 
and died in the Belsen death camp, a few days before it was 
liberated by the British army. 

The manuscript was given to Berr’s fiance as she had 
wished after the war’s end. Her niece, Mariette Job, decided 
to publish it. ‘That way, the soul of Helene still lives,’ she 
said. ‘It is a very vibrant soul that is full of light.’

(Source: Observer- Sunday January 6, 2008)

  The Journal of Helene Berr –  

“France’s Anne Frank”
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David Dolan reported from Jerusalem 
that “Hamas staged its most dazzling media 
coup when it quickly shut off all electric 
power supplies to the estimated 1.5 million 
Gaza Palestinians under its control, claiming 
this was due to the Israeli fuel blockade. 
Israeli officials pointed out that only one 
internal Palestinian power plant uses the 
Israeli supplied fuel, while over half of the 
Gaza Strip’s electricity comes from Israel’s 
Ashkelon facility, which was not at all 
affected by the border crossing closures.

Sensing that they were on a propaganda 
roll, Hamas operatives then blew up the 
Israeli built Gaza border fence with Egypt. 

Up to half of all Gaza residents poured 
into Egyptian territory to take advantage of 
lower price and more abundant goods.”

Prime Minister Olmert said recently that 
he would not allow a humanitarian crisis  
to develop. But he said Gaza’s residents 
won’t be able to live a “pleasant and 

comfortable life” as long as southern 
Israel is under rocket attack. “As far as I 
am concerned, Gaza residents will walk, 
without gas for their cars, because they have 
a murderous, terrorist regime that doesn’t 
let people in southern Israel live in peace.” 
Olmert said.

Gaza relies on Israel for almost all its 
fuel and petrol. Mickey Tsarfati, head of 
the union of electrical workers, was quoted 
in YNet: “Israel continues to supply Gaza 
with its power. It is unbelievable chutzpah 
for them to complain. We have not stopped 
supplying them with electricity for a minute. 
And they have not stopped logging bombs at 
us for a minute. 

Not only that, but Israeli electric company 
employees are risking their lives to do 
so. Kassam missiles launched from Gaza 
into Israel are a daily menace. To live in 
an Israeli community bordering Gaza is 
to live with the constant threat of a missile 
falling on your head, on your home, on 

your child’s school. Many of the workers 
who fix the lines to Gaza daily are residents 
of Sderot. It happened more than once 
that bombs fell next to their homes as they 
were fixing the lines to supply electricity to  
the bomber.”

Many say Israel would break basic 
international humanitarian law by cutting off 
electricity to Gaza. It would affect thousands 
of civilians and hospitals. But there is 
another basic international humanitarian 
law - its called not getting blown up by 
missiles. Israel has not only got the right, 
but the responsibility to protect its citizens 
from individuals and groups who would see  
them dead.

There is no international law requiring 
Israel to give power to Gaza. It’s no longer 
under their control. Israel owes the people of 
Gaza nothing more and could even consider 
to take their electricity elsewhere. That too, 
is a legitimate right. 

A top Israeli defense official said that 

Israel wants to relinquish all responsibility 
for the Gaza Strip, including the supply  
of electricity and water, now that the 
territory’s southern border with Egypt 
has been taken over by Hamas, under the 
cover of thousands of men, women and 
children flooding Egypt under the pretext 
of a “humanitarian crisis” in Gaza, and the 
Hamas army seems to have taken control of 
Egypt’s strategic sea port of Rafah.

For several years we have heard that Israel 
should withdraw from Gaza.  Israel did 
withdraw from Gaza and still the missiles 
fly endangering Israeli men, women and 
children. But the world seems quite content 
to see the Palestinians lob missiles into 
Sderot and other Israeli communities. 

It begs the question: “What other country 
would be supplying electricity to people 
who are bombing their children on a daily 
basis, and risking their lives to do so?”

“Behold, He who keeps  Israel will neither 
slumber nor sleep” (Psalm 121:4).

Palestinian Chutzpah in Gaza?
Continued from page 1

June 8, 1942: On the first day she was 
forced to wear the yellow star to distinguish 
Jews: “My God, I didn’t know this would 
be so hard. I was very brave all day. I held 
my head high and looked people so straight in 
the eyes they turned away. But it’s hard ...  
This morning, I went out with Mother. Two 
kids in the street pointed at us saying ‘Hey? 
You see? Jewish.’” 

Oct. 10, 1943: On the reason she recounts 
her daily life: “I have a duty to accomplish by 
writing because people must know. Each hour 
of the day the painful experience is repeated, 
that of noticing that others don’t know, that 
they don’t even imagine the suffering of others 
and the evil that some inflict on others.”



His name is Tawfik Hamid and he was 
born in Cairo 47 years ago into a 

secular Muslim family. 
His elementary school education included 

the routine exposure, at age nine, to the 
Koranic verse that urges “Do not think of 
those that have been slain in God’s cause 
as dead. Nay, they are alive! With their 
Sustainer they have sustenance” - the 
blueprint for martyrdom. 

From that day onward, again unremarkably, 
Hamid began to dream of becoming a 
shaheed, a martyr - and thereby guarantee 
himself entry to a paradise where, he wrote 
later, he could “eat all the lollipops and 
chocolates I wanted, or play all day without 
anyone telling me to study.” 

At Cairo University medical school in 
the late 1970s, by now in his late teens, he 
joined the Jamaah Islamiyah fundamentalist 
organization and his transformation was 
completed: “I started to grow my beard. I 
stopped smiling and telling jokes. I adopted 
a serious look at all times and became very 
judgmental toward others... My hatred 
toward non-Muslims increased dramatically, 
and jihadi doctrine became second nature  
to me.” 

He fell under the spell of an older fellow 
student, “One of the fiercest speakers I had 
ever heard... His rhetoric inspired us to 
engage war against the infidels, the enemies 
of Allah.” 

This fierce speaker was Ayman 
al-Zawahiri, the oft-described lieutenant or 
No. 2 to Osama bin Laden in al-Qaida. 

But although invited to follow 
al-Zawahiri’s lead, and travel with other 
students to Afghanistan for training in jihad, 
Hamid shrank back. 

“I was starting to leave the abstract and 
enter the practicalities” - making tentative 
plans to blow up churches and mosques in 
Cairo. “I knew of other plans to kidnap a 
police officer and bury him alive, and the 
brutality didn’t match my personality,” he 
said by way of explanation. “My father was 
really an atheist; his way of thinking was to 
critique. And the moment I hesitated, that 
critical thinking, his approach, started to 
work in my mind.” 

And now, almost 30 years later, this 
one-time impressionable jihadi recruit 
recently emblemized his longtime 
transformation from extremist Islam by 
visiting Israel, Dr. Hamid and spoke to The 
Jerusalem Post on Monday morning. And 
he had a message for Israel’s imminent 
presidential visitor, George Bush. 

“Al-Zawahiri wants to subjugate the 
whole world to Islamic law,” Hamid said. 
“The critical change he has achieved is to 
encourage jihad not at the national level 
but at the individual level - a more barbaric 
interpretation of an already barbaric concept.” 
And that mindset will prevail, warned Hamid, 
unless the free world defeats it. 

Hamid, who left Egypt 13 years ago and 
now lives in the US, was speaking the day 
after a spokesman for al-Zawahiri’s al-Qaida 
urged its adherents to “receive the crusader 
slayer Bush... not with flowers or clapping 
but with bombs and booby-trapped vehicles.” 

He said that what President Bush needs 
to understand - “and I think he does largely 
understand this - is that defeating Islamic 
terrorism has to include a variety of integrated 
tactics. These comprise everything from 
the use of military force when necessary, 
to a commitment to alternative energy 
that will financially weaken the Islamic 
fundamentalist regimes, to conditioning any 
concessions by Israel to the Palestinians on 
the “demonstrable, sustained abandonment of 
incitement in the media, the mosques and the 
education system.” 

But what is most crucial, stressed 
Hamid, a former preacher who quoted long 
verses from the Koran at will throughout 
the interview, is defeating Islamic 
fundamentalism at the ideological level. 
This requires formulating and providing an 
alternative interpretation of the Koran to 
the violent interpretation to which he was 
exposed and that he says is so uniformly 
taught to Muslim youngsters in this region 
and in Muslim education frameworks 
throughout the West. Hamid is deep into 
the compilation of such an alternate reading 
of key sections of the Koran, he said, to  
be published in book form in both Arabic  
and English. 

“Practically speaking,” he said, if 
young Muslims “don’t have an alternative 
interpretation of the Koran, it’s going to 
be impossible” to foster a more moderate 
approach. And without it, “we’re essentially 
asking them to leave their religion. That 
won’t happen.” 

Hamid, who holds degrees in medicine and 
cognitive psychology, visited Israel with a 

group of moderate Muslim leaders from the 
US on a trip sponsored by the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations and the Project Interchange 
institute of the American Jewish Committee, 
in cooperation with the Foreign Ministry. 

Asked whether his claim is that Islam is an 
essentially peaceful religion whose teachings 
have been skewed by the fundamentalists, 
Hamid responded carefully: “Islam could 
be followed and interpreted in a peaceful 
way,” he said, “but the current dominant 
way of interpretation has many violent 
areas that need addressing. To say Islam 

today is peaceful? It is not. But it can be 
taught peacefully. The texts can allow you to  
do this.” 

For instance, he said, Muslims ought to be 
“incredibly respectful of Jews - on the basis 
of the Koran.” He cited quotations where the 
Old Testament is described as “a light,” said 
that there is repeated support in the Koran 
for the Children of Israel as the “preferred” 
and “chosen” people, and stated that even 
Zionism finds resonance in the Koran. There 
are several references, he said, to “the land 
God promised” to the Jews, the land as a 

“permanent inheritance,” and the return 
“when the end days are near” of the Children 
of Israel “to your homeland.” 

As for the fundamentalist Islamic insult 
of all Jews as “pigs and monkeys,” Hamid 
argued that is a willful misinterpretation 
of Koranic text, noting that to follow that 
thinking is to “insult most of the prophets of 
Islam - including Moses, Aaron, David and 
Solomon. You are insulting the brothers of 
Muhammad.” 

Where Jews are clearly branded as 
“monkeys” in the Koran, he said, the 
description applies to a specific group of 
Jews who are criticized for resisting Moses’s 
Jewish teachings and for mimicking unholy 
cultures. He quoted as follows: “Ask them 
about the group of the Jews who were 
disobeying God on the Sabbath.” This is 
the group,” said Hamid, “who are described 
as monkeys - the Jews who were resisting 
Judaism!” 

Moshe Maoz, professor of Islamic and 
Middle Eastern Studies at the Hebrew 
University, said the relevant texts did indeed 
lend themselves to this kind of interpretation, 
as well as to various far less palatable 
counter-interpretations. “What’s critical, of 
course,” said Maoz, “is what other Muslims 
make of it.” 

Hamid said he himself had no illusions 
about winning over the radicals like 
his former inspiration al-Zawahiri - 
who has a $25 million US government 
reward on his head for his alleged role 
in the August 1998 bombings of the US 
Embassies in Dar es Salaam and Nairobi 
- but rather constructively influencing 
younger generations, as he himself was so 
destructively influenced. For al-Zawahiri, 
Hamid said, “the religious motivation is 
like nuclear energy... motivation against the 
infidels to establish the [Islamic] Caliphate.” 

Had al-Zawahiri “put his passion and 
talent and intelligence to good use,” said 
Hamid, “he could have been a wonderful 
man.” As a qualified surgeon, “he could 
have saved lives. But he’s a criminal. He 
chose his path.”

(David Horovitz is editor-in-chief of the Jerusalem Post)

Former al-Zawahiri disciple backs 
alternate Islam

February 08 opinion 15

By David Horovitz

“I am a Muslim by birth, a Christian by the Spirit, and a Jew by heart. 
Above all, I am a human being” - Tawfik Hamid

Tawfik Hamid
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As a Zionist Muslim clergyman and a 
friend of the Jewish people, I cannot 

keep silent. I feel a moral urge to declare 
that the nations of the world are once again 
preparing bad days for the Jewish people. 

A US Administration, which pays lip 
service to a supposed “war on terror,” is 
ready to bow to Saudi-funded Islamist terror 
and to accept the Saudi diktat compelling 
Jews to withdraw from the Land of Israel. 
The Jewish people is at risk of getting 
restricted by order of its American “friends,” 
ever closer to what Abba Eban used to call 
“the Auschwitz borders.” 

People are rarely satisfied with their 
politicians, and the case of contemporary 
Israelis is no different. Most of them feel 
betrayed by both leftist politicians who try to 
introduce surrender to Abu Mazen as a “step 
toward peace,” and by reputed nationalist 
politicians who declare they oppose Jewish 
deportation from Judea and Samaria, but 
who do not move an inch to prevent it. 

The more time passes, the more moral 
leadership of the Jewish people at home 
is restricted to a powerless minority. The 
nightmare of Oslo returned and became 
even darker in Annapolis. That was the 
reason for the recent creation in Jerusalem 
of the New Jewish Congress, a federation 
of different authentic Zionist groups and 
organizations, blessed by the New Sanhedrin 
and by the most authoritative Israeli rabbis, 
and supported by 30% of concerned secular 
Israelis. I regretted being unable to attend 
the founding session, held in Jerusalem, 
Israel, on November 27, but I was thankful 
to Allah the Most High for giving me the 
opportunity to thank Prof. Hillel Weiss for 
the honor of the invitation and to send the 
participants my greetings. 

I was glad to have been given the 
opportunity to reiterate that the territories 
of Judea and Samaria are the home Allah 
granted to the Jewish people, and that any 
attempt to steal them from their legitimate 
owners is a declaration of war against a 
Divine decree. In my humble view, each of 
my Jewish brothers and sisters is morally 
obligated to struggle for the integrity of 
the Land of Israel, in order to ease the 

task of the Jewish people to be a “light 
unto the nations” and to pave the way for 
Redemption.

The oil lobbies are imposing the follow-up 
of Oslo, and compelling the whole civilized 
world to bow to a leader of kleptocracy like 
Abu Mazen and to again fund his anti-Jewish 
terror. In these tragic days, my heart is with 
the Jews in Israel, with all those Jewish 
families at risk of deportation from Judea 
and Samaria to appease oil-sultans and their 
Western counterparts. 

I pray that hardship is overcome and 
defeated by a new Jewish leadership, which 
will prove that the Zionist dream is still 
alive. The dream of the Jewish people to live 
in peace and security in the Land of Israel 
was not crushed by strong governments 
in the past, and will not be crushed even 
today, despite the attempts of Arab dictators, 
the American politicians who cave in to 
their demands, and the corrupt Israeli 
politicians who bowed down in submission 
in Annapolis. One might easily envision that 
the nightmare that began in Oslo will now 
reach its most terrific level, with a possible 

ascendancy of Hamas gangsters over the 
areas to be vacated by Israel, including even 
Jerusalem. 

President George Bush claims he reads 
the Bible daily, but seems to forget that 
it is written there that the Land of Israel 
is G-d’s gift to the Children of Israel, the 
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. It 
was not given to anyone else, including the 
descendants of Ishmael, since they received 
plenty of territory in other locations. Even 
so, whoever attempts to steal any of the 
Divine inheritance of the Jewish people 
declares war not only on a particular nation, 
but on G-d and His decree. As long as the 
US stood up for the rights of Israel in her 
land, Allah rewarded them with a flow of 
abundance and blessings, while the Soviet 
Empire - which denied the national rights of 
the Jewish people - was canceled from maps. 
Now, the risk is that the US Administration 
wants to emulate the Soviet Union. I pray for 
a new US Administration, more respectful of 
the rights of the Jewish people over its land. 

(Source: Arutz Sheva - www.IsraelNationalNews.com)

By Sheikh Abdul Hadi Palazzi


