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Being hated for what you believe,
Despised for who you are,
Struggling for your very existence...



The presence of the Jews among the 
nations of the world over the last 2000 

years has been a blessing for these nations. 
Before Gentiles came to Christ, they were 
even without God, Paul says in Ephesians 
2:11-12: “…Therefore, remember that 
formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and 
called “uncircumcised” by those who call 
themselves “the circumcision” (that done in 
the body by the hands of men)— remember 
that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel 
and foreigners to the covenants of the 
promise, without hope and without God in 
the world…” 

Although the Jews are less than one 
percent of world-population, about 20% - 
25% of all Nobel-price winners are Jewish. 
Their accomplishments in various areas of 
human culture and science have been and 
continue to be a blessing for the world. And 
their role has not been finished yet. One-day 
peace shall flow forth from Jerusalem and 
will cover the earth. And the nations shall 
train for war no more. To be prepared for 
that glorious future the Lord is bringing 
His Jewish people back to the Promised 
Land. National restoration first, but it will 
be followed by spiritual restoration. Ezekiel 
36:24-28 says: …” For I will take you out 
of the nations; I will gather you from all the 
countries and bring you back into your own 
land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and 
you will be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your impurities and from all your idols. 
I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your 
heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
And I will put My Spirit in you and move you 
to follow My decrees and be careful to keep 
My laws. You will live in the land I gave 
your forefathers; you will be My people, and 
I will be your God…” 

And Isaiah 66:19-24 adds to that, 
finalizing his prophecies: “…I will set a sign 
among them, and I will send some of those 
who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, 

to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as 
archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the 
distant islands that have not heard of My 
fame or seen My glory. They will proclaim 
My glory among the nations. And they will 
bring all your brothers, from all the nations, 
to My holy mountain in Jerusalem as an 
offering to the LORD -on horses, in chariots 
and wagons, and on mules and camels,” 
says the LORD. “They will bring them, as 
the Israelites bring their grain offerings, 
to the Temple of the LORD in ceremonially 
clean vessels. And I will select some of them 
also to be priests and Levites,” says the 
LORD. “As the new heavens and the new 
earth that I make will endure before me,” 
declares the LORD, “so will your name and 
descendants endure. From one New Moon 
to another and from one Sabbath to another, 
all mankind will come and bow down before 
Me,” says the LORD. “And they will go out 
and look upon the dead bodies of those who 
rebelled against Me; their worm will not die, 
nor will their fire be quenched, and they will 

be loathsome to all mankind...”
So the Lord still has great plans for the 

Jewish people, for Israel and for Jerusalem. 
Maybe the powers of darkness know this 
better than many theologians and they are 
trying every trick in the book to prevent God 
from making this happen, understanding that 
their role will be finished if God succeeds. 
That should make us very careful – to say 
the least – in the way we relate to Israel and 
the Jewish people, also in our criticisms and 
attitudes. They are His people living in His 
Land that He promised and gave to them, as 
the beginning of His process of redemption 
leading towards His goals with them. 

And one-day Jesus will sit on the throne 
of His father David and He will rule as the 
King of kings and the Lord of lords, and the 
Messiah of Israel, among Jacob (= Israel) 
and of His Kingdom there shall be no end, 
the angel Gabriel promised His Jewish 
mother Mary, Luke 1:31-33: “…the angel 
said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, you 
have found favour with God. You will be 
with child and give birth to a son, and you 
are to give him the name Jesus. He will be 
great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High. The Lord God will give him the throne 
of his father David, and he will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will 
never end…”

So actually Israel and Jerusalem are a 
sign of hope, pointing towards the Coming 
of the Lord. This world will not finish in 
total pollution or in total destruction and 
annihilation by A(tomic), B(acteriological) 
or C(hemical) weapons, but is moving 
forward towards the Kingdom and the 
Coming of the King of the Kingdom and the 
renewal of all things. We are not there yet. 
But the Lord is acting in history and we have 
passed points of no return. Darkness may 
lie ahead of us, but the Sun of Righteous 
one-day will shine in all His glory. One-day 
every knee shall bow and every tongue shall       
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.

To live in Jerusalem is to face the fact 
that here, in the holiest city in the world, 

there are vast numbers of inhabitants who are 
the kind of human beings willing, able, and 
committed to performing acts of sickening 
bloodshed, breaking every rule that human 
beings have created for themselves or 
learned or been taught. Worse, they involve 
God in their offenses, desecrating His name 
and His city in their maniacal search for the 
ultimate act of barbarism to promote their 
religion/politics/personal agenda.

Take Mr. Duwait. A convicted rapist 
and felon who sat in jail for two years, a 
resident of the East Jerusalem Arab village 
Sur Baher, a relative of the terrorist who 
killed young yeshiva students in Mercaz 
Harav, he climbed unto a huge tractor and 
with astonishing barbarism plowed down 
a major Jerusalem thoroughfare, sowing 
unimaginable destruction. As journalist Tom 
Gross put it: “Terrorists purposely target 
civilians, and this terrorist was no different. 
He chose his victims carefully, starting his 
attack by motioning with his hand for a 
woman motorist to drive before him.

Then he rammed her car with the 
bulldozer’s shovel. 

He then used the bulldozer to plow into 
two public buses carrying passengers, 
including many women and children which 
he could clearly see through the buses’ 
large glass windows. One of the buses was 
completely overturned, the other crashed. 
He then crushed a number of cars with their 
drivers still in them, and targeted several 
pedestrians chasing them down and running 
them over. A half-dozen cars were flattened 

When the Western Wall was liberated in 1967, 
Jews from all over the World felt an electrifying 

excitement, as once again the Wall was in our hands.
The following two stories of Israeli soldiers, who 

participated in the liberation, exemplify how the Wall has 
touched the hearts of Jews throughout the ages.

Moshe Amirav, a paratrooper, describes his first minutes 
at the Wall:

The Liberation. We ran there, a group of panting soldiers, 
lost on the plaza of the Temple Mount, searching for a giant 
stone wall. We did not stop to look at the Mosque of Omar 
even though this was the first time we had seen it close up. 
Forward! Forward! Hurriedly, we pushed our way through 
the Magreb Gate and suddenly we stopped, thunderstruck. 
There it was before our eyes! Gray and massive, silent and 
restrained. The Western Wall!

Slowly, slowly I began to approach the Wall in fear and 
trembling like a pious cantor going to the lectern to lead 
the prayers. I approached it as the messenger of my father 
and my grandfather, of my great-grandfather and of all the 
generations in all the exiles who had never merited seeing 
it - and so they had sent me to represent them. Somebody 
recited the festive blessing: “Blessed are You, O Lord our 
God, King of the Universe who has kept us alive, and 
maintained us and brought us to this time.” But I could not 
answer “Amen.” I put my hand on the stones and the tears 
that started to flow were not my tears. They were the tears of 
all Israel, tears of hope and prayer, tears of Chasidic tunes, 
tears of Jewish dances, tears which scorched and burned the 
heavy gray stone.

Abraham Duvdevani also describes his first encounter 
with the Wall:

Israeli soldiers overlooking narrow alleyway in front of the 
Wall – 1967, “Narrow alleys, filthy passageways, garbage 
at the entrances of shuttered shops, the stench of dead 
legionnaires - but we paid no attention. Our eyes were fixed 
on the golden dome which could be seen from a distance. 
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Letters 
to the Managing Editor

“We are blessed in this nation to 
have such a wonderful publication. 
Be encouraged, you are doing a great 
work for the Lord” – I.G.S.

“I feel that the churches have been 
blind, even with the Bible in their 
hand” – L.B.

“Thanks for publishing the truth 
about Israel. My friends are eager to 
read it and I pass it around” – K.R.F.

“I greatly appreciate your 
newspaper. I loved the story of the 
girl with the apples. What a glorious 
God we have” – J.L.

“I am amazed at the information 
gained from reading the paper and 
for the godly insights” – A.K.

“I believe the Lord has asked me this 
time to give this cheque of $1250 
for a Jewish family to Israel, where 
God is calling them to go back 
home. May they be blessed and truly 
come to know the Lord Jesus as their 
Saviour and Redeemer” – J.B.

“May the Lord richly bless you in 
the work you do on behalf of Israel 
and the Jewish people” – S.R.

“We are always blown away by the 
paper and its positive news, and 
material for prayer” – S.R.

“I really enjoyed  the absolute superb 
June and September publications” 
– H.L.

“The June paper was another 
powerful edition full with 
news, views, warnings and 
encouragement” – C.W.

“Thank you Henk for a great paper 
which we value highly” – C.G.

“We enjoy this positive and truthful 
Israel publication so  much” – 
W.E.R.

Henk Kamsteeg

Rev. Willem Glashouwer – President Christians for 
Israel International

We are living in a sobering moment in history that calls us, as believers in Jesus Christ, to take a stand with Israel, not against. We could be people of the last hours. 
It is our responsibility to do kingdom business until He comes (Luke 19:13). This is not about politics, this is about the Word of Almighty God. Today the struggle is 
over Jerusalem, over Israel, and over the presence of Jews and their right to have a land. There are only a few nations willing to make an abiding commitment to 
stand by the Jews and Israel, but the Bible says God will honour those who do.
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To live in Jerusalem is to face the fact 
that here, in the holiest city in the world, 

there are vast numbers of inhabitants who are 
the kind of human beings willing, able, and 
committed to performing acts of sickening 
bloodshed, breaking every rule that human 
beings have created for themselves or 
learned or been taught. Worse, they involve 
God in their offenses, desecrating His name 
and His city in their maniacal search for the 
ultimate act of barbarism to promote their 
religion/politics/personal agenda.

Take Mr. Duwait. A convicted rapist 
and felon who sat in jail for two years, a 
resident of the East Jerusalem Arab village 
Sur Baher, a relative of the terrorist who 
killed young yeshiva students in Mercaz 
Harav, he climbed unto a huge tractor and 
with astonishing barbarism plowed down 
a major Jerusalem thoroughfare, sowing 
unimaginable destruction. As journalist Tom 
Gross put it: “Terrorists purposely target 
civilians, and this terrorist was no different. 
He chose his victims carefully, starting his 
attack by motioning with his hand for a 
woman motorist to drive before him.

Then he rammed her car with the 
bulldozer’s shovel. 

He then used the bulldozer to plow into 
two public buses carrying passengers, 
including many women and children which 
he could clearly see through the buses’ 
large glass windows. One of the buses was 
completely overturned, the other crashed. 
He then crushed a number of cars with their 
drivers still in them, and targeted several 
pedestrians chasing them down and running 
them over. A half-dozen cars were flattened 

and others were overturned by his Caterpillar 
vehicle as panic spread throughout the center 
of Israel’s capital. Traffic was halted, and 
hundreds of people fled through the streets 
as medics treated the wounded.

One car was dragged several meters by 
the bulldozer. A baby was pulled out by a 
passerby before the vehicle was crushed, 
with the child’s mother still inside. She died.

By the time his rampage was over, three 
Israeli civilians were dead and over 66 were 
wounded. Broken glass and blood were  
left down a stretch of one of Israel’s  

busiest streets.
All the time the terrorist screamed “Allah 

Akhbar” (God is great in Arabic) as he did so.
The terrorist was shot dead by a security 

guard working for a nearby bank as he 
approached Jerusalem’s main working 
class food market, Mahane Yehuda.” {And 
by a young soldier, the brother-in-law of 
the soldier who took out the Mercaz Harav 
terrorist. Imagine the woman with such a 
husband, and such a brother!)

Bathsheva Alterman, the 33 year-old 
kindergarten teacher who unstrapped her 

baby and handed her to a passerby through 
the car window before being crushed, had 
been through many treatments and waited 
many years for her daughter to be born. 
Her baby was unharmed. Not so the baby in 
the overturned bus, who remains in critical 
condition.

Duwait’s family has not expressed sorrow 
for the victims.  But what they do want 
to know is why it was necessary to have 
killed Duwait. That way, I suppose they’d 
be waiting for another Israel soldier to  
be kidnapped and murdered to set their 
darling free.

What is the moral of this story? As Rabbi 
David Booth said: “It was a case of someone 
turning a plowshare into a sword.” The 
killing here yesterday was no random act. It 
was deliberate and personal. It was – and is 
– family against family. On one side, there 
are their families, who raise their sons to be 
mass murderers and child killers, instilling 
in them a hate-filled culture and a religion 
with no respect for human life, encouraging 
them to kill and be killed. 

And then there is our family, who raise 
our sons to risk their lives to save the lives 
of others, instilling in them a culture and 
religion filled with the true love of G-d and 
mankind and life. Our family will triumph 
over their family. Our sons over their sons. 
And when they sit in their tents of mourning, 
keening over their dead, perhaps they might 
reflect on how it is they have raised sons 
who must be hunted down and killed like 
mad dogs. Perhaps, if that happens, they will 
need to mourn no more.

When the Western Wall was liberated in 1967, 
Jews from all over the World felt an electrifying 

excitement, as once again the Wall was in our hands.
The following two stories of Israeli soldiers, who 

participated in the liberation, exemplify how the Wall has 
touched the hearts of Jews throughout the ages.

Moshe Amirav, a paratrooper, describes his first minutes 
at the Wall:

The Liberation. We ran there, a group of panting soldiers, 
lost on the plaza of the Temple Mount, searching for a giant 
stone wall. We did not stop to look at the Mosque of Omar 
even though this was the first time we had seen it close up. 
Forward! Forward! Hurriedly, we pushed our way through 
the Magreb Gate and suddenly we stopped, thunderstruck. 
There it was before our eyes! Gray and massive, silent and 
restrained. The Western Wall!

Slowly, slowly I began to approach the Wall in fear and 
trembling like a pious cantor going to the lectern to lead 
the prayers. I approached it as the messenger of my father 
and my grandfather, of my great-grandfather and of all the 
generations in all the exiles who had never merited seeing 
it - and so they had sent me to represent them. Somebody 
recited the festive blessing: “Blessed are You, O Lord our 
God, King of the Universe who has kept us alive, and 
maintained us and brought us to this time.” But I could not 
answer “Amen.” I put my hand on the stones and the tears 
that started to flow were not my tears. They were the tears of 
all Israel, tears of hope and prayer, tears of Chasidic tunes, 
tears of Jewish dances, tears which scorched and burned the 
heavy gray stone.

Abraham Duvdevani also describes his first encounter 
with the Wall:

Israeli soldiers overlooking narrow alleyway in front of the 
Wall – 1967, “Narrow alleys, filthy passageways, garbage 
at the entrances of shuttered shops, the stench of dead 
legionnaires - but we paid no attention. Our eyes were fixed 
on the golden dome which could be seen from a distance. 

There, more or less, it had to be! We marched faster to keep 
up with the beating of our hearts. We were almost running. 
We met a soldier from one of the forward units and asked him 
the way and hurried on. We went through a gate and down 
some steps. I looked to the right and stopped dead. There 
was the Wall in all its grandeur and glory! I had never seen it 
before, but it was an old friend, impossible to mistake. Then I 
thought that I should not be there because the Wall belongs in 
the world of dreams and legends and I am real.

Reality and legend, dream and deed, all unite here. I went 
down and approached the Wall and stretched out my hand 
towards the huge, hewn stones. But my hand was afraid to 

touch and of itself returned to me. I closed my eyes, took a 
small, hesitant step forward, and brought my lips to the Wall. 
The touch of my lips opened the gates of my emotions and 
the tears burst forth. A Jewish soldier in the State of Israel is 
kissing history with his lips.

Past, present and future all in one kiss. There will be no 
more destruction and the Wall will never again be deserted. 
It was taken with young Jewish blood and the worth of that 
blood is eternity. The body is coupled to the rows of stones, 
the face is pushed into the spaces between them and the 
hands try to reach its heart. A soldier near me mumbles in 
disbelief, ‘We are at the Wall, at the Wall...’ “

Turning Plowshares into Swords

Liberation of the Wall

By Naomi Ragen

By Aish.com Staff
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“The word Christian is not a valid word, for there is no 
religion of Christianity according to Islam”. — www.
answering-christianity.com

Today we increasingly hear and read that Christianity and 
Islam ‘share’ Jesus, that he belongs to both religions. So 
also with Abraham: there is talk of the West’s ‘Abrahamic 
civilization’ where once people spoke of ‘Judeo-Christian 
civilization’. This shift of thinking reflects the growing 
influence of Islam.

These notes offer some information and reflections on the 
‘Muslim Jesus’, to help put this trend in its proper context.

References in brackets are to the Qur’an. Numbering 
systems for the Qur’anic verses are not standardized: be 
prepared to search through nearby verses for the right one.

Islam the primordial faith
Islam regards itself, not as a subsequent faith to Judaism 

and Christianity, but as the primordial religion, the faith 
from which Judaism and Christianity are subsequent 
developments. In the Qur’an we read that Abraham ‘was not 
a Jew nor a Christian, but he was a monotheist, a Muslim’ 
(Âl ‘Imran 3:66). So it is Muslims, and not Christians 
or Jews, who are the true representatives of the faith of 
Abraham to the world today. (Al-Baqarah 2:135)

The Biblical prophets were all Muslims
Many prophets of the past received the one religion 

of Islam. (Ash-Shura 42:13) Who were these previous 
prophets? According to Al-An’am 6:85-87 they include 
Ibrahim (Abraham), ‘Ishaq (Issac), Yaqub (Jacob), Nuh 
(Noah), Dawud (David), Sulaiman (Solomon), Ayyub (Job), 
Yusuf (Joseph), Musa (Moses), Harun (Aaron), Zakariyya 
(Zachariah), Yahya (John the Baptist), ‘Isa (Jesus), Ilyas, 
Ishmael, Al-Yash’a (Elisha), Yunus (Jonah) and Lut (Lot).

The Muslim ‘Isa (Jesus)
There are two main sources for ‘Isa, the Muslim Jesus. 

The Qur’an gives a history of his life, whilst the Hadith 
collections — recollections of Muhammad’s words and 
deeds — establish his place in the Muslim understanding of 
the future.

The Qur’an
‘Isa, was a prophet of Islam
Jesus’ true name, according to the Qur’an, was ‘Isa. His 

message was pure Islam, surrender to Allah. (Âl ‘Imran 
3:84) Like all the Muslim prophets before him, and like 
Muhammad after him, ‘Isa was a lawgiver, and Christians 
should submit to his law. (Âl ‘Imran 3:50; Al-Ma’idah 5:48) 
‘Isa’s original disciples were also true Muslims, for they said 
‘We believe. Bear witness that we have surrendered. We are 
Muslims.’ (Al-Ma’idah 5:111)

‘The Books’
Like other messengers of Islam before him, ‘Isa received 

his revelation of Islam in the form of a book. (Al-An’am 
6:90) ‘Isa’s book is called the Injil or ‘gospel’. (Al-Ma’idah 
5:46) The Torah was Moses’ book, and the Zabur (Psalms) 
were David’s book. So Jews and Christians are ‘people of 
the Book’. The one religion revealed in these books was 
Islam. (Âl ‘Imran 3:18)

As with previous prophets, ‘Isa’s revelation verified 
previous prophets’ revelations. (Âl ‘Imran 3:49,84; 
Al-Ma’idah 5:46; As-Saff 61:6) Muhammad himself 
verified all previous revelations, including the revelation 
to ‘Isa (An-Nisa’ 4:47), and so Muslims must believe in 
the revelation which ‘Isa received. (Al-Baqarah 2:136) 
However, after ‘Isa the Injil was lost in its original form. 
Today the Qur’an is the only sure guide to ‘Isa’s teaching.

The biography of ‘Isa
According to the Qur’an, ‘Isa was the Messiah. He 

was supported by the ‘Holy Spirit’. (Al-Baqarah 2:87; 
Al-Ma’idah 5:110) He is also referred to as the ‘Word of 
Allah’. (An-Nisa’ 4:171)

‘Isa’s mother Mariam was the daughter of ‘Imran, (Âl 
‘Imran 3:34,35) — cf the Amram of Exodus 6:20 — and 
the sister of Aaron (and Moses). (Maryam 19:28) She was 
fostered by Zachariah (father of John the Baptist). (Âl 

‘Imran 3:36) While still a virgin (Al-An’am 6:12; Maryam 
19:19-21) Mariam gave birth to ‘Isa alone in a desolate 
place under a date palm tree. (Maryam 19:22ff) (Not in 
Bethlehem).

‘Isa spoke whilst still a baby in his cradle. (Âl ‘Imran 
3:46; Al-Ma’idah 5:110; Maryam 19:30) He performed 
various other miracles, including breathing life into clay 
birds, healing the blind and lepers, and raising the dead. (Âl 
‘Imran 3:49; Al-Ma’idah 5:111) He also foretold the coming 
of Muhammad. (As-Saff 61:6)

‘Isa did not die on a cross
Christians and Jews have corrupted their scriptures. (Âl 

‘Imran 3:74-77, 113) Although Christians believe ‘Isa died 
on a cross, and Jews claim they killed him, in reality he was 
not killed or crucified, and those who said he was crucified 
lied (An-Nisa’ 4:157). ‘Isa did not die, but ascended to Allah. 
(An-Nisa’ 4:158) On the day of Resurrection ‘Isa himself 
will be a witness against Jews and Christians for believing 
in his death. (An-Nisa’ 4:159)

Christians should accept Islam, and all true Christians 
will

Christians (and Jews) could not be freed from their 
ignorance until Muhammad came bringing the Qur’an as 
clear evidence (Al-Bayyinah 98:1). Muhammad was Allah’s 
gift to Christians to correct misunderstandings. They should 
accept Muhammad as Allah’s Messenger, and the Qur’an 
as his final revelation. (Al-Ma’idah 5:15; Al-Hadid 57:28; 
An-Nisa’ 4:47)

Some Christians and Jews are faithful and believe truly. 
(Âl ‘Imran 3:113,114) Any such true believers will submit to 
Allah by accepting Muhammad as the prophet of Islam, i.e. 
they will become Muslims. (Âl ‘Imran 3:198)

Although Jews and pagans will have the greatest enmity 
against Muslims, it is the Christians who will be ‘nearest 
in love to the believers’, i.e. to Muslims. (Al-Ma’idah 
5:82) True Christians will not love Muhammad’s enemies. 
(Al-Mujadilah 58:22) In other words, anyone who opposes 
Muhammad is not a true Christian.

Christians who accept Islam or refuse it
Some Jews and Christians are true believers, accepting 

Islam: most are transgressors. (Âl ‘Imran 3:109)
Many monks and rabbis are greedy for wealth and prevent 

people from coming to Allah. (At-Taubah 9:34,35)
Christians and Jews who disbelieve in Muhammad will go 

to hell. (Al-Bayyinah 98:6)
Muslims should not take Christians or Jews for friends. 

(Al-Ma’idah 5:51) They must fight against Christians and 
Jews who refuse Islam until they surrender, pay the poll-tax 
and are humiliated. (At-Taubah 9:29) To this may be added 
hundreds of Qur’anic verses on the subject of jihad in the 
path of Allah, as well as the ‘Book of Jihad’ found in all 
Hadith collections.

Christian beliefs
Christians are commanded not to believe that ‘Isa is the 

son of God: ‘It is far removed from his transcendent majesty 
that he should have a son’. (An-Nisa’ 4:171; Al-Furqan 25:2) 
‘Isa was simply a created human being, and a slave of Allah. 
(An-Nisa’ 4:172; Âl ‘Imran 3:59)

Christians are claimed by the Qur’an to believe in a family 
of gods — Father God, mother Mary and ‘Isa the son — but 
‘Isa rejected this teaching. (Al-Ma’idah 5:116) The doctrine 
of the Trinity is disbelief and a painful doom awaits those 
who believe it. (Al-Ma’idah 5:73)

‘Isa (Jesus) in the Hadith
‘Isa the destroyer of Christianity
The prophet ‘Isa will have an important role in the end 

times, establishing Islam and making war until he destroys 
all religions save Islam. He shall kill the Evil One (Dajjal), 
an apocalyptic anti-Christ figure.

In one tradition of Muhammad we read that no further 
prophets will come to earth until ‘Isa returns as ‘a man of 
medium height, or reddish complexion, wearing two light 
garments, looking as if drops were falling down from his 
head although it will not be wet. He will fight for the cause 
of Islam. He will break the cross, kill pigs, and abolish the 
poll-tax. Allah will destroy all religions except Islam. He 
(‘Isa) will destroy the Evil One and will live on the earth 
for forty years and then he will die’. (Sunan Abu Dawud, 
37:4310) The Sahih Muslim has a variant of this tradition: 
‘The son of Mary ... will soon descend among you as a 
just judge. He will ... abolish the poll-tax, and the wealth 
will pour forth to such an extent that no one will accept 
charitable gifts.’ (Sahih Muslim 287)

What do these sayings mean? The cross is a symbol of 
Christianity. Breaking crosses means abolishing Christianity. 
Pigs are associated with Christians. Killing them is another 
way of speaking of the destruction of Christianity. Under 
Islamic law the poll-tax buys the protection of the lives and 
property of conquered ‘people of the Book’. (At-Taubah 
9:29) The abolition of the poll-tax means jihad is restarted 
against Christians (and Jews) living under Islam, who 
should convert to Islam, or else be killed or enslaved. The 
abundance of wealth refers to booty flowing to the Muslims 
from this conquest. This is what the Muslim ‘Isa will do 
when he returns in the last days.

Muslim jurists confirm these interpretations: consider, for 
example, the ruling of Ahmad ibn Naqib al-Misri (d. 1368).

“... the time and the place for [the poll tax] is before the 
final descent of Jesus (upon whom be peace). After his final 
coming, nothing but Islam will be accepted from them, 
for taking the poll tax is only effective until Jesus’ descent 
(upon him and our Prophet be peace) ...” (The Reliance of 
the Traveller. Trans. Nuh Ha Mim Keller, p. 603).

Ibn Naqib goes on to state that when Jesus returns, he will 
rule ‘as a follower’ of Muhammad.

 

‘Isa, the Muslim Jesus
By Dr Mark Durie
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Critical Comments on the Muslim  
‘Isa (Jesus)

‘Isa not an historical figure
The Qur’an’s ‘Isa is not an historical figure. His identity 

and role as a prophet of Islam is based solely on supposed 
revelations to Muhammad over half a millennium after the 
Jesus of history lived and died.

Jesus’ name was never ‘Isa
Jesus’ mother tongue was Aramaic. In his own lifetime 

he was called Yeshua in Aramaic, and Jesu in Greek. This 
is like calling the same person John when speaking English 
and Jean when speaking French: Jesu, pronounced “Yesoo”, 
is the Greek form of Aramaic Yeshua. (The final -s in Jesu-s 
is a Greek grammatical ending.) Yeshua is itself a form of 
Hebrew Yehoshua’, which means ‘the Lord is salvation’. 
However Yehoshua’ is normally given in English as Joshua. 
So Joshua and Jesus are variants of the same name.

It is interesting that Jesus’ name Yehoshua’ contains within 
it the proper Hebrew name for God, the first syllable Yeh- 
being short for YHWH ‘the LORD’.

Yeshua of Nazareth was never called ‘Isa, the name the 
Qur’an gives to him. Arab-speaking Christians refer to Jesus 
as Yasou’ (from Yeshua) not ‘Isa.

Jesus did not receive a ‘book’
According to the Qur’an, the ‘book’ revealed to ‘Isa 

was the Injil. The word Injil is a corrupted form of the 
Greek euanggelion ‘good news’ or gospel. What was 
this euanggelion? This was just how Jesus referred to his 
message: as good news. The expression euanggelion did 
not refer to a fixed revealed text, and there is absolutely 
no evidence that Jesus received a ‘book’ of revelation from 
God.

The ‘gospels’ of the Bible are biographies
The term euanggelion later came to be used as a title 

for the four biographies of Jesus written by Matthew, 
Mark, Luke and John, the ‘gospels’. This was a secondary 
development of meaning. Apparently this is where 
Muhammad got his mistaken idea of the Injil being a ‘book’.

Most so-called prophets of Islam received no book
Virtually all of the so-called ‘prophets’ of Islam, whose 

names are taken from the Hebrew scriptures, received no 
‘book’ or law code. For example, the Psalms are not a book 
revealing Islam, as the Qur’an claims, but a collection of 
songs of worship, only some of which are David’s. There is 
not a shred of evidence in the Biblical history of David that 
he received a book of laws for the Israelites. They already 
had the Torah of Moses to follow. So David was not a 
prophet in the Qur’an’s sense of this word. Likewise most 
of the prophets claimed by Islam were neither lawgivers nor 
rulers.

Biblical prophecy and Islamic prophecy are not the same 
thing

The Biblical understanding of prophecy is quite different 
from Muhammad’s. A Biblical prophecy is not regarded as 
a passage from a heavenly eternally pre-existent text like 
the Qur’an, but a message from God for a specific time and 
place. A biblical prophet is someone to whom God reveals 
hidden things, and who then acts as God’s verbal agent. 
When a Samaritan woman called Jesus a prophet (John 
4:19) it was because he had spoken about things in her life 
that he could only have known supernaturally. Christianity 
teaches that Jesus was a prophet, but he brought no ‘book’: 
he himself was the living ‘Word of God’, a title used of ‘Isa 
in the Qur’an.

By no means all prophecies referred to in the Bible became 
part of the Biblical text. The Bible consists of a wide variety 
of materials originally written for many different purposes, 
including letters, songs, love poetry, historical narratives, 
legal texts, proverbial wisdom as well as prophetic passages. 
These are regarded as inspired by God, but not dictated from 
a timeless heavenly book.

As prophetic history, the Qur’an contains many errors and 
anachronisms

The claim that Jesus was not executed by crucifixion is 
without any historical support. One of the things that all the 
early sources agree on is Jesus’ crucifixion.

Mariam the mother of ‘Isa is called a sister of Aaron,  
and also the daughter of Aaron’s father ‘Imran (Hebr. 
Amram). Clearly Muhammad has confused Mary  
(Hebr. Miriam) with Miriam of the Exodus. The two lived 

more than a thousand years apart!
In the Bible Haman is the minister of Ahasuerus in Media 

and Persia (The Book of Esther 3:1-2). Yet the Qur’an places 
him over a thousand years earlier, as a minister of Pharoah 
in Egypt.

The claim that Christians believe in three Gods — 
Father, son Jesus and mother Mary — is mistaken. The 
Qur’an is also mistaken to claim that Jews say Ezra was 
a son of God. (At-Taubah 9:30) The charge of polytheism 
against Christianity and Judaism is ill-informed and false. 
(Deuteronomy 6:4, James 2:19a)

The story of the ‘two horned one’ (Al-Kahf 18:82 cf 
also Daniel 8:3, 20-21) is derived from the Romance of 
Alexander. Certainly Alexander the Great was no Muslim.

The problem with the name ‘Isa has already been 
discussed. Other Biblical names are also misunderstood in 
the Qur’an, and their meanings lost. For example Elisha, 
which means ‘God is salvation’, is given in the Qur’an 
as al-Yash’a, turning El ‘God’ into al- ‘the’. (Islamic 
tradition did the same to Alexander the Great, calling him 
al-Iskandar ‘the Iskander’). Abraham ‘Father of many’ 
(cf Genesis 17:5) might have been better represented 
as something like Aburahim ‘father of mercy’ instead  
of Ibrahim, which has no meaning in Arabic at all.

The Qur’an has a Samaritan making the golden calf, 
which was worshipped by the Israelites in the wilderness (Ta 
Ha 20:85) during the Exodus. In fact it was Aaron (Exodus 
34:1-6). The Samaritans did not exist until several centuries 
later. They were descendants of the northern Israelites 
centuries after the Exodus.

Many Qur’anic stories can be traced to Jewish and 
Christian folktales and other apocryphal literature. For 
example a story of Abraham destroying idols (As-Saffat 
37) is found in a Jewish folktale, the Midrash Rabbah. The 
Qur’anic story of Zachariah, father of John the Baptist, is 
based upon a second-century Christian fable. The story of 
Jesus being born under a palm tree is also based on a late 
fable, as is the story of Jesus making clay birds come alive. 
Everything the Qur’an says about the life of Jesus which 
is not found in the Bible can be traced to fables composed 
more than a hundred years after Jesus’ death.

Jesus’ titles of Messiah and Word of God, which the 
Qur’an uses, find no explanation in the Qur’an. Yet in the 
Bible, from which they are taken, these titles are well 
integrated in a whole theological system.

The Qur’an mentions the Holy Spirit in connection with 
Jesus, using phrases which come from the gospels. Ibn 
Ishaq (Life of Muhammad) reports Muhammad as saying 
that this ‘Spirit’ was the angel Gabriel (cf also An-Nahl 
16:102, Al-Baqarah 2:97). However the Biblical phrase 
‘Spirit of God’ (Ruach Elohim) or ‘Holy Spirit’ can only 
be understood in light of the Hebrew scriptures. It certainly 
does not refer to an angel.

Jesus’ alleged foretelling of Muhammad’s coming 
(As-Saff 61:6) appears to be based on a garbled reading of 
John 14:26, a passage which in fact refers to the Spirit.

The Hebrew scriptures were Jesus’ Bible. He affirmed 
their authority and reliability and preached from them. From 
these same scriptures he knew God as Adonai Elohim, the 
Lord God of Israel. He did not call God Allah, which appears 

to have been the name or title of a pagan Arabian deity 
worshipped in Mecca before Muhammad. Muhammad’s 
pagan father, who died before Muhammad was born, already 
bore the name ‘Abd Allah ‘slave of Allah’, and his uncle was 
called Obeid Allah.

We read that An-Najm 53:19-23 seeks to refute the pagan 
Arab belief that Allah had daughters named al-Uzza, al-Ilat 
and Manat. (See also An-Nahl 16:57 and Al-An’am 6:100).

The Biblical narratives are rich with historical details, 
many confirmed by archaeology. They cover more than a 
thousand years, and reveal a long process of technological 
and cultural development. In contrast the Qur’an’s sacred 
history is devoid of archaeological support. Its fragmentary 
and disjointed stories offer no authentic reflection of 
historical cultures. No place name from ancient Israel is 
mentioned, not even Jerusalem. Many of the supposed 
historical events reported in the Qur’an have no independent 
verification. For example we are told that Abraham and 
Ishmael built the Kaaba in Mecca (Al-Baqarah 2:127), 
but this is totally without support. The Biblical account, 
more than a thousand years older, does not place Abraham 
anywhere near Arabia.

The Qur’an is not a credible source for Biblical history
The Qur’an, written in the 7th century AD, cannot be 

regarded as having any authority whatsoever to inform us 
about Jesus of Nazareth. It offers no evidence for its claims 
about biblical history. Its numerous historical errors reflect a 
garbled understanding of the Bible.

Islam appropriates the history of Judaism and 
Christianity to itself

When Muhammad linked the name of Allah to the 
religious histories of Judaism and Christianity, this was 
a way to claim them for Islam. In the light of later events, 
the claim that Islam was the original religion, and that all 
preceding prophets were Muslims, can be regarded as an 
attempt to appropriate the histories of other religions for 
Islam. The effect is to rob Christianity and Judaism of their 
own histories.

Consider that many Biblical sites, such as the tombs of the 
Hebrew Patriarchs and the Temple Mount, are claimed by 
Islam as Muslim sites, not Jewish or Christian ones. After 
all, the Qur’an tells us that Abraham ‘was a Muslim’. Under 
Islamic rule all Jews and Christians were banned from such 
sites.

The place of the Jewish scriptures in Christianity is 
completely different from the place of the Bible in Islam

There is a fundamental difference between Christian 
attitudes to the Jewish scriptures and Islamic attitudes to 
the Bible. Christians accept the Hebrew scriptures. They 
were the scriptures of Jesus and the apostles. They were the 
scriptures of the early church. The whole of Christian belief 
and practice rests upon them. Core Christian concepts such 
as ‘Messiah’ (Greek ‘Christos’), ‘Spirit of God’, ‘Kingdom 
of God’ and ‘salvation’ are deeply rooted in the Hebrew 
Biblical traditions.

We note also that Christian seminaries devote considerable 
effort to studying the Hebrew scriptures. This is an integral 
part of training for Christian ministry. The Hebrew scriptures 
are read (in translation) every Sunday in many churches all 
around the world.

In contrast Islam’s treatment of the Bible is one of 
complete disregard. Although it purports to ‘verify’ all 
earlier prophetic revelation, the Qur’an is oblivious to the 
real contents of the Bible. The claim that Christians and 
Jews deliberately corrupted their scriptures is made without 
evidence, and this only serves to cover up the Qur’an’s 
historical inadequacies. Muslim scholars rarely have an 
informed understanding of the Bible or of biblical theology 
and so remain ignorant of these realities.

Some contemporary Muslim voices on Jesus
Yasser Arafat, addressing a press conference at the United 

Nations in 1983 called Jesus “the first Palestinian fedayeen 
who carried his sword” (i.e. he was a freedom fighter for 
Islam).

Sheikh Ibrahim Madhi, employee of the Palestinian 
Authority, broadcast live in April 2002 on Palestinian 
Authority television: “The Jews await the false Jewish 
messiah, while we await, with Allah’s help... Jesus, peace be 
upon him. Jesus’s pure hands will murder the false Jewish 
messiah. Where? In the city of Lod, in Palestine.”

Continued from page 4

Continued on page 14
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Sharansky: ‘Big Concern’ About Obama;  
Warns Iran of ‘Inevitable’ Attack

Newsmax Editor Christopher Ruddy has been visiting 
Israel recently and met with Natan Sharansky. The 

former Soviet dissident spent more than a decade in the 
communist Gulag. He emigrated to Israel after his release 
in 1986, became a Knesset member and served in four 
successive Israeli governments, including time as deputy 
prime minister. In 2006, he resigned from Israel’s Knesset, 
but he remains active in the country’s political discourse. 
He has just authored his latest book “Defending Identity: Its 
Indispensable Role in Protecting Democracy.”

Jerusalem — An Israeli businessman I met described 
Natan Sharansky as having an “inner strength.” Indeed he 
has. We might say in America he is a man of a quiet charisma.

It’s Wednesday, the day after a crazed man went on a 
rampage using a bulldozer in a suicidal attempt to kill and 
maim innocent Israelis. In the end, 16 civilians were injured 
before the terrorist was shot dead.

All of this took place not far from Sharansky’s Jerusalem 
office at the Adelson Institute for Strategic Studies, where he 
serves as its chairman. Sharansky appears calm and safe, even 
unshakable. But he sees real threats to the state of Israel.

“There must be a serious punishment,” Sharansky says of 
the suicidal terrorists. First, the Israeli government should 
demolish the homes of suicidal terrorists, a tactic he describes 
as a “deterrence” that is “one of the most effective ways of 
social pressure” to thwart future acts.

Sharansky quickly qualifies this remedy as a “micro-
therapy.”

The attacks of radical Islamics do not come in a vacuum, 
Sharansky posits.

He says the backers of the fundamentalist ideology that 
foments terror, Wahabism from Saudi Arabia, as well as the 
military sponsors of Hezbollah and Hamas (he names the 
Iranians and Syrians), need to pay a price for their support.

“I think one of the biggest failures, of shortsightedness, of 
all American administrations, Democratic and Republican 
alike, is their attitude toward Saudi Arabia,” he says.

Sharansky’s comments carry great weight here and for 
policy-makers in the West. Though he resigned from the 
Knesset as a stalwart Likud backer in 2006, he has remained 
active in the political debate.

The real problem for his country, he says, slowly sipping 
a cup of tea as he sits behind his desk, is that the Arab world 
sees Israel as vulnerable.

“Our adversaries have a growing feeling that we are weak 
and they are strong. This has to be changed,” he says. To 
do so, he would punish, including with military retribution, 
states and networks that back terrorists.

Obama and Iran

As we talk, Barack Obama is here visiting Israel. 
Sharansky is dubious of the candidate.

“He is definitely a big concern for me,” he says.
Sharansky thinks Obama has “a little record or almost no 

record, while the one who he is competing with is McCain, 
and we know for sure his principles.”

Sharansky continues the train of thought: “It is very 
alarming for me the way Senator Obama voted, the way he 
spoke about his desire to negotiate with Ahmadinejad, and 
the way some of his advisers think.

“I was at AIPAC. He made a very strong speech, speaking 
about a Jewish state, defensible borders, a united Jerusalem, 
then the next day he started correcting himself.”

Still, Sharansky feels having Obama as president is not as 
dangerous as having a weak Israeli government.

The threats, as the bulldozer incident showed, are constant, 
but none is more serious than the one Israel now faces from 
Iran.

“With any government of Israel, it becomes inevitable, if 
this [Iranian] regime becomes nuclear, that we will have to 
act because for us that is a question for the survival of our 
Jewish civilization,” he explains.

“If Iran will not change, Israel will have to act. I think it 
will be very tragic if Israel has to act alone.”

He is not sure that if Israel does attack Iran alone, it will 
solve the problem.

“The only chance it would be 100 percent successful is if 
the free world, and first of all the United States of America, 
will be supportive of Israel.”

Indeed, there is a consensus among Israeli elites — left 
and right — that a nuclear Iran is a direct threat to the 
existence of the Jewish state. The question now is whether 
Israel acts alone or in conjunction with the U.S. and other 
Western states.

The Larger Issue: Identity

The survival of the West depends on democracy, 
Sharansky argues. His best-selling book, “The Case for 
Democracy: The Power of Freedom to Overcome Tyranny 
and Terror,” made his case and figured into President Bush’s 

second inaugural address.
Taking his lead from Sharansky, Bush 

declared in the speech, “The survival of liberty in our land 
increasingly depends on the success of liberty in other lands. 
The best hope for peace in our world is the expansion of 
freedom in all the world.”

Bush also said during a February 2005 trip to Europe that 
Sharansky’s book “confirmed what I believe.”

But Sharansky believes democracy does not mean 
unlimited freedom overnight, especially for states that have 
no history of democratic institutions.

Instead, he argues for the gradual development of 
democratic institutions.

“First you must have the beginnings of a free society, have 
institutions that guarantee individuals some basic freedoms,” 
Sharansky says. “Elections are the end result of democracy, 
not necessarily the beginning of the process.”

And existing democracies, in Europe and the United 
States, not to mention Israel, face significant challenges. 
Sharansky tackles this subject in his newest book 
“Defending Identity: Its Indispensable Role in Protecting 
Democracy.”

The thesis of his book is that democratic society, if it has 
any hope for long-term survival, must offer an identity for 
its citizens.

Looking out at the world, he says “our enemies look so 
dangerous because they have a strong will.” This means they 
have beliefs they are ready to die for.

“The free world, if it does not have values for which 
people are ready to die, will be powerless, its people 
decadent. It will be doomed to failure.”

Identity, he says, gives people these values. It is not the 
enemy, as many in the West believe.

“Europe is suffering the most from a loss of identity. 
Faith and patriotism have weakened as it embraces a super-
identity — all in an effort to avoid war.”

Europe has become John Lennon’s song “Imagine,” a 
world, Sharansky paraphrases, “where there is no hell and 
no paradise, no borders, no nations, in a world where there 
is nothing to die for.

“Less than two generations [after Lennon’s song], Europe 
is helpless and powerless against a small group of Islamic 
terrorists.

“It is the tragedy of Europe,” Sharansky declares, but he 
says of America, “in general, its society is still healthy.”

With such powerful ideas about the future of his nation 
and the West, is Sharansky ready for a political comeback?

He says yes, if there is a government that stands for 
something, has found its identity, he would consider it.

(Editor’s Note: Natan Sharansky’s “Defending Identity: Its Indispensable 
Role in Protecting Democracy” is available from Amazon.com)

By Christopher Ruddy

Natan Sharansky was an internationally renowned prisoner of Zion 
who served nine years in the Soviet Gulag for his activism on behalf 
of both Soviet Jewry and the wider struggle for human rights in the 
USSR. After being released from prison, he worked to help free the 
Jews who remained behind the iron curtain. After the USSR collapsed, 
he founded the Zionist Forum to help integrate into Israeli society the 
waves of new immigrants flooding into the Jewish state, and in 1996, 
he founded the Yisrael Baliyah party to better achieve that goal. He 
served in four Israeli governments, under three Prime Ministers, as 
Minister of Industry and Trade, Minister of the Interior, Minister of 
Housing and Minister of Diaspora Affair and Jerusalem. He also served 
as Israel’s deputy Prime Minister. In 2006, Natan Sharansky resigned 
from the Knesset to head a strategic research institute at the Shalem 
Center.
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The future of Europe is in play. Will it 
turn into “Eurabia”, a part of the Muslim 

world? Will it remain the distinct cultural 
unit it has been for the past millennium? Or 
might there be some creative synthesis of 
the two?

The answer has vast importance. Europe 
may constitute a mere 7 per cent of the 
world’s landmass but for 500 years, 
1450-1950, for good and ill, it was the 
global engine of change. 

How it develops in the future will affect 
all humanity, especially daughter countries 
such as Australia that still retain close and 
important ties to the old continent. I foresee 
potentially one of three paths for Europe: 
Muslims dominating, Muslims rejected or 
harmonious integration. 

• Muslim domination strikes some 
analysts as inevitable. Oriana Fallaci found 
that “Europe becomes more and more a 
province of Islam, a colony of Islam”. Mark 
Steyn argues that much of the Western 
world “will not survive the 21st century and 
much of it will effectively disappear within 
our lifetimes, including many if not most 
European countries”. 

Such authors point to three factors leading 
to Europe’s Islamisation: faith, demography 
and a sense of heritage. 

The secularism that predominates in 
Europe, especially among its elites, leads to 
alienation from the Judeo-Christian tradition, 
empty church pews and a fascination with 
Islam. In complete contrast, Muslims display 
a religious fervour that translates into 
jihadi sensibility, a supremacism towards 
non-Muslims and an expectation that Europe 
is waiting for conversion to Islam. 

The contrast in faith also has demographic 
implications, with Christians having on 
average 1.4 children a woman, or about 
one-third less than the number needed to 
maintain their population, and Muslims 
enjoying a dramatically higher, if falling, 
fertility rate. Amsterdam and Rotterdam, in 
about 2015, are expected to be the first large 
majority-Muslim cities. 

Russia could become a Muslim-majority 
country in 2050. To employ enough workers 
to fund existing pension plans, Europe needs 
millions of immigrants, and these tend to be 
disproportionately Muslim due to reasons of 
proximity, colonial ties and the turmoil in 
majority-Muslim countries. 

In addition, many Europeans no longer 
cherish their history, mores and customs. 
Guilt about fascism, racism and imperialism 
leaves many with a sense that their own 
culture has less value than that of immigrants. 

Such self-disdain has direct implications 
for Muslim immigrants, for if Europeans 
shun their own ways, why should immigrants 
adopt them? When added to the existing 
Muslim hesitations over much that is Western, 
especially concerns about sexuality, the result 
is Muslim populations who strongly resist 
assimilation. 

The logic of this first path leads to Europe 
ultimately becoming an extension of North 
Africa. 

• But the first path is not inevitable. 
Indigenous Europeans could resist it and, as 
they make up 95per cent of the continent’s 
population, they can at any time reassert 
control should they see Muslims posing a 
threat to a valued way of life. 

This impulse can be seen at work in the 
French anti-hijab legislation or in Geert 
Wilders’s film, Fitna. Anti-immigrant 
parties gain in strength; a potential nativist 
movement is taking shape across Europe 
as political parties opposed to immigration 
focus increasingly on Islam and Muslims. 
These parties include the British National 

Party, Belgium’s Vlaamse Belang, France’s 
National Front, the Austrian Freedom Party, 
the Party for Freedom in The Netherlands 
and the Danish People’s Party. 

They are likely to continue to grow 
as immigration surges ever higher, with 
mainstream parties paying and expropriating 
their anti-Islamic message. Should 
nationalist parties gain power, they will reject 
multiculturalism, cut back on immigration, 
encourage repatriation of immigrants, support 
Christian institutions, increase indigenous 
European birthrates and broadly attempt to 
re-establish traditional ways. 

Muslim alarm is likely to follow. US 
author Ralph Peters sketches a scenario in 
which “US Navy ships are at anchor and 
US marines have gone ashore at Brest, 
Bremerhaven or Bari to guarantee the safe 
evacuation of Europe’s Muslims”. 

Peters concludes that because of 
Europeans’ “ineradicable viciousness”, the 
continent’s Muslims “are living on borrowed 
time”. As Europeans have “perfected 
genocide and ethnic cleansing”, Muslims, he 
predicts, “will be lucky just to be deported” 
rather than being killed. 

Indeed, Muslims worry about just such 
a fate; since the 1980s they have spoken 
overtly about Muslims being sent to gas 
chambers. European violence cannot be 
precluded, but nationalist efforts will more 
likely take place less violently; if anyone is 
likely to initiate violence, it is the Muslims. 

They have already engaged in many acts 
of violence and seem to be spoiling for more. 
Surveys indicate, for instance, that about 5 
per cent of British Muslims endorse the 7/7 
transport bombings. In brief, a European 
reassertion will likely lead to ongoing civil 
strife, perhaps a more lethal version of the 
2005 riots in France. 

• The ideal outcome has indigenous 
Europeans and immigrant Muslims finding 
a way to live together harmoniously and 
create a new synthesis. A 1991 study, La 
France, une chance pour l’Islam (France, an 
Opportunity for Islam), by Jeanne-Helene 
Kaltenbach and Pierre Patrick Kaltenbach, 

promoted this idealistic approach. Despite 
all, this optimism remains the conventional 
wisdom, as suggested by an Economist 
leader in 2006 that dismissed, for the 
moment at least, the prospect of Eurabia as 
scaremongering. This is the view of most 
politicians, journalists, and academics, but it 
has little basis in fact. 

Yes, indigenous Europeans could yet 
rediscover their Christian faith, make more 
babies and again cherish their heritage. 
Yes, they could encourage non-Muslim 
immigration and acculturate Muslims 
already living in Europe. Yes, Muslim could 
accept historic Europe. But not only are such 
developments not under way, their prospects 
are dim. In particular, young Muslims are 
cultivating grievances and nursing ambitions 
at odds with their neighbours. 

One can virtually dismiss from 
consideration the prospect of Muslims 
accepting historic Europe and integrating 
within it. American columnist Dennis Prager 
agrees: “It is difficult to imagine any other 
future scenario for western Europe than its 
becoming Islamicised or having a civil war.” 
But which of those two remaining paths will 
the continent take? 

Forecasting is difficult because the crisis 
has not yet struck. But it may not be far off. 
Within a decade, perhaps, the continent’s 
evolution will become clear as the Europe-
Muslim relationship takes shape. 

The unprecedented nature of Europe’s 
situation also renders a forecast exceedingly 
difficult. Never in history has a civilisation 
peaceably dissolved, nor has a people risen 
to reclaim its patrimony. Europe’s unique 
circumstances make the outcome difficult 
to comprehend, tempting to overlook and 
virtually impossible to predict. With Europe, 
we all enter into terra incognita. 

Daniel Pipes (www.DanielPipes.org) is director of 
the Middle East Forum and Taube/Diller distinguished 
visiting fellow at the Hoover Institution of Stanford 
University. He is in Australia for the Intelligence 
Squared debate to take place this evening in Sydney. 
This article derives from a talk he delivered yesterday 
to a Quadrant dinner.

It is difficult to imagine Israel attacking 
Iran. It is, however, more difficult to 

imagine Israel not attacking Iran.
Consider three questions:
First, does Iran mean what it says 

about destroying Israel? When its leaders 
repeatedly call for Israel’s annihilation, after 
referring to it as a cancer and using other 
rhetoric not heard on a national level since 
the Nazi regime’s depiction of Jews, is this 
just rhetorical flourish? Or do they really 
hope and plan to destroy Israel?

Second, can Iran do it? One can hope 
and even plan to do something outrageous, 
but that does not necessarily mean that one 
can accomplish it. So, the second question 
is whether Iran can destroy Israel or at 
least murder a high enough percentage of 
its population and destroy enough of its 
infrastructure to enable surrounding Arab 
states to invade and do the rest of the job 
that the majority of Arabs favor (even if 
some of their governments have a peace 
treaty with Israel).

It seems to me that the answers to the first 
two questions are so obvious that any burden 
of proof rests on those who argue otherwise. 
Do they think Iranian leaders are bluffing? 
Why would these leaders bluff? And why 
would one think they are bluffing given their 

faith-based hatred of Israel? I write “faith-
based” not to argue that Islam necessarily 
demands the destruction of the Jewish state, 
but because that is what the Iranian leaders 
believe Islam demands.

Iran is ruled by people who believe it is 
God’s will to destroy the Jewish state. It is 
also a country rapidly acquiring the ability 
to use nuclear weapons to achieve this goal 
-- through direct attack, handing nuclear 
weapons to terrorists or both.

There has never been a hatred as deep as 
Jew-hatred nor is there one today. And hatred 
of the Jewish state is similarly unparalleled. 
The depth of Iran’s hatred for Israel was 
made evident again last week in a story 
from the Olympic swim trials in Croatia. 
The Iranian government ordered its athlete 
not to participate when it learned that one of 
the other swimmers was a Jew from Israel. 
There are no nationals other than Israeli Jews 
with whom nationals of another nation would 
refuse to enter a swimming pool.

This unique hatred explains why the forms 
of deterrence that have worked in the past do 
not seem applicable to the Iranian regime. 
The most obvious one, the one that rendered 
nuclear war highly improbable during the 
Cold War, was MAD, Mutually Assured 
Destruction. MAD was so simple a child 

could understand it: You bomb me; I bomb 
you. Our people die en masse; your people 
die en masse. No matter how vile the Soviet 
regime was, MAD worked because Soviet 
leaders wanted to live.

But MAD works only with the sane.
We regard a defining element of sanity as 

the desire to live. And we regard a defining 
element of morality as the valuing of human 
life. Neither applies to Islamists such as 
those who govern Iran. Their motto, as so 
often expressed by its Hamas and Hezbollah 
allies, is “We value death as much as you 
[Jews, Americans, Westerners in general] 
value life.” For people like Iran’s President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, the vision of 
millions of Iranian Muslims dying from 
a counterstrike while Israel burns is not 
frightening; it is a necessary sacrifice.

If the answers to the first two questions 
are as clearly in the affirmative as I have 
argued, the only remaining question is 
whether Israel or anyone else can stop these 
plans from materializing.

The one nonviolent way of doing so is 
sanctions. A worldwide vise of economic, 
social and political sanctions against the 
Iranian regime should be tried and might 
work. That is certainly my first choice and, 
one presumes, Israel’s as well.

But it now appears unlikely that the 
world is willing to suffocate the Iranian 
regime as it did the South African apartheid 
regime. Iran has oil; South Africa had none. 
Iran has worldwide support from Muslim 
regimes, which do not threaten a fellow 
Muslim regime, especially over its being 
too anti-Israel; South Africa had virtually 
no such allies. Iran has almost automatic 
support from at least two Security Council 
members, Russia and China; South Africa 
had no equivalent support. And much of the 
world is more exercised about white racism 
against blacks than about genocidal threats 
against Jews. Therefore, if the world does 
not unite in ostracizing the Iranian regime, 
there remains only one other way to stop it 
from attempting to destroy Israel -- destroy 
its nuclear facilities.

There are strong arguments against Israel 
doing so. But if Israel believes that Iran 
will soon have the ability to attack it with 
nuclear weapons, and that Iran will do so, it 
is difficult to argue that Israel wait and run 
the risk of experiencing another Holocaust.

(Dennis Prager is a radio show host, contributing 
columnist for Townhall.com. New York’s Jewish Week 
described Dennis Prager as “one of the three most 
interesting minds in American Jewish Life.”)

By Daniel Pipes

By Dennis Prager
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By Barry Rubin

By Noah Klieger

What’s more important: Blue Jeans or Being Blown Up?

“I will never understand”

It’s hard to satirize a lot of media coverage 
about Israel and the Arab-Israeli or Israeli-

Palestinian conflicts. The truly dreadful stuff 
is in the details, the small stories and big 
assumptions on which they are based, rather 
than in any “scoops” or blockbuster articles.

There are basically two types of such 
articles. In one, the author’s basic and extreme 
political bias comes out clearly. The writer is 
consciously determined to slam Israel. This 
happens more often in large elements of the 
European press and in Reuters.

A Reuters reporter called me and told 
me that they were writing a story on how 
Israel destroyed the Palestinian economy. 
I suggested that perhaps they should do an 
article about the problems of the Palestinian 
economy rather than assume the answer. 
When the story came out, my short quote 
was represented fairly, but the rest of the 
article was totally biased, trying to prove a 
thesis, and even misquoted a World Bank 
report. In the article, the report blamed 
Israel for the problems but the actual text--
available online--said the opposite.

Another personal experience. Australian 
Broadcasting Corporation, that country’s 
main and official television network 
interviewed me on the main events of the 
Middle East in 2007. I said that the most 
important single thing was Hamas’s takeover 
of the Gaza Strip, an action which set back 
the chances for peace by many years, even 
decades.

When the story was broadcast it had been 
edited so that I appeared to be saying that 
Israel policy had set back the chances for 
peace by many years, even decades.

I filed an official complaint and in the 
end they came down on my side, sort of. 
The decision was that the piece had been 
carelessly edited or something like that. In 
the online correction, however, they didn’t 
even say that but merely that I had asked 
that an explanation be added to make clear 

my point was not about Israeli policy.
Of course, the reporter had done it on 

purpose. But most silliness, especially in 
the U.S. media, is based on the blindness of 
assumption: of course Hamas could become 
moderate, of course the Palestinians want 
peace, of course Fatah is moderate, of course 
Israel treats them unfairly.

So we get AP items like Laurie Copans, 
“Israeli-Palestinian Trade Suffers,” March 
28. Oh dear, suffering trade. That’s bad. 
Wouldn’t more trade be good for everyone?

The article is very long for AP, 22 
paragraphs. It tells us a touching story about 
how--due to the fact that “the Palestinian 
driver did not have a permit through an 
Israeli military checkpoint and the X-ray 
machine at a crossing was broken,” a 
shipment of blue jeans for the Israeli market 
“arrived 8 1/2 hours later.”

Silly me. I expected the reporter would 
then compare a delayed shipment of blue 
jeans with the danger of dozens of Israeli 
civilians being murdered. Nope. Let me 
explain: this is wartime, safeguarding lives 
is more important than expediting clothing. 
If the Palestinians are not happy with the 
delays let them crack down on terrorism so 
that roadblocks aren’t needed.

Does the article make this point? Hardly, 
and even then only in a derisive way.

Here is paragraph four. Note how it tells 
you about the real story in a way that says it 
is totally unimportant:

“Israel agreed this week to issue more 
permits for Palestinian laborers and 
merchants, but has yet to take down any of 
the hundreds of West Bank checkpoints it 
says are necessary to stop suicide bombers. 
With little real progress on the peace front 
and violence persisting, Israeli-Palestinian 
business ties are discouraged.”

Now is it so unproved, a mere Israeli 
assertion, that checkpoints are necessary to 
stop suicide bombers, not to mention other 
forms of terrorism? It is well established that 
past terrorists have come through checkpoints 
yet this is treated as some possibly wild or at 
least unproven Israeli allegation.

Are Israelis quoted for balance after all 
the quotes from Palestinians toeing the party 
line? Sure, but only if the Israelis say what 
the author wants: “`Israel has an interest in 
not having hungry neighbors,’ [economist 
Ephraim] Kleiman said. `Israel has a vested 
interest in the economic well-being of the 
Palestinians. It’s much more important than 
any moral obligation.’”

Not Kleiman’s fault. What he said is right 
in context. But the reporter didn’t put it into 
context. Instead the message is: Trade is vital 
for peace and human needs. The Palestinians 
are hungry, if the Israelis hold up the jean 
deliveries it verges on being a crime against 
humanity, and security is either an illusory 
factor or an outright excuse.

Oh, and there is also the big ending. Here 
it is: “A harrowing incident made [Israeli 
designer Irit] Levzohar...thankful for the 
Israeli security.

“Once, when she made the trip to the West 
Bank herself, she discovered a stack of guns 
after she pulled her bags of clothing out of a 
Palestinian driver’s truck.

“`I began to shake all over and I dropped 
the bags,’” Levzohar said. “`All I could 
think about was my children.’”

“She confronted her Palestinian supplier, 
who promised never to work with that driver 
again, and reported the incident to the Israeli 
military. Now Levzohar says she only picks 
up clothes at authorized crossings.

“`You can’t gamble for business,’” 
Levzohar said.”

Yeah, that seems a relevant consideration, 
doesn’t it? Perhaps it isn’t just an Israeli 
claim about the need for roadblocks to stop 
terrorists and weapons from getting into 
Israel. But that’s stuck in at the end (the part 
most likely, as AP editors know, to be cut by 
newspapers to make a piece fit) rather than 
made part of the lead. And probably it got in 
only because it was a colorful anecdote that 
spiced up the article.

In many cases, pieces like this don’t 
even have that ending but stick to the usual 
framework. Trade is good; Palestinians are 
hungry; Israel is bad. The key elements 
involved here – terrorism is central, 
extremism among Palestinian leaders incites 
and organizes it, Israel wants piece while 
Palestinian groups don’t – is absent from 
most of the articles written on these issues.

No wonder so many in the West find the 
Middle East incomprehensible. A lot of the 
coverage makes it seem that way precisely 
because the reporting ensures that viewers 
don’t understand what is going on or how 
things work. Reminds me of what a very 
cynical Washington Post reporter once told 
me: “That’s why they’re called stories”

Barry Rubin is director of the Global Research in 
International Affairs (GLORIA) Center and editor of the 
Middle East Review of International Affairs Journal. 
His latest books are The Israel-Arab Reader (seventh 
edition), with Walter Laqueur (Viking-Penguin); the 
paperback edition of The Truth About Syria (Palgrave-
Macmillan); A Chronological History of Terrorism, 
with Judy Colp Rubin, (Sharpe); and The Long War 
for Freedom: The Arab Struggle for Democracy in the 
Middle East (Wiley).

For many years now, every time I arrive 
at Auschwitz, I get the same feeling. It 

appears to me that it wasn’t me who was here 
during this incredibly dark period, but rather, 
someone else whose story I heard at some 
point in life. 

Even when I write a personal story from my 
past I have a feeling that I’m not talking about 
myself. However, this sense dissipates shortly 
thereafter, and again I remember well that it 
is indeed I who was here. I was the one who 
went through all the horrors. I was the one 
who survived against all odds – and certainly 
in contradiction to the Germans’ plans. 

For many years now I’ve been asking 
myself the same question. How could apparent 
human beings, who managed a completely 
normal private life, carry out the horrors that 
could not be described in words? How could 
they be so cruel? 

For many years now I’ve been thinking 
about those Germans who worked at 
Auschwitz and at other extermination camps. 
How could it be that every evening the officers 
returned to their villas outside the camp, kissed 
their wife and kids, and sat down for dinner 
with their family? How did they stroke their 
cat and play with their dog – as I saw with my 
own eyes many times when I passed by them 
on my way to doing more hard labor. 

In the morning, these officers went back to 
their job: The extermination of thousands of 
Jews. 

For many years now I also recall the 
subordinates of these officers, SS men who 
in the evenings would tell each other, while 
laughing wildly, how they “took care” of yet 
another “stinking Jew.” For example, how 
they rolled him down to his death with rocks, 
or how they beat him up until he died. 

For many years now I’ve been asking 
myself how it could be that almost an entire 
people, a civilized people, a “people of poets 
and philosophers,” could have done what it 
did. 

For many years now I repeatedly think 
about what the Jews who lived in Germany 
felt. We, the Jews who did not live there, could 
not understand the motives for that German 
“murderous enthusiasm.” But what about 
those who lived in Germany for generations, 
who were more German than Jewish, and 
who contributed to the culture, arts, industry, 
and trade – who viewed Germany as their 
homeland? 

How did they explain to themselves the 
violent madness of their countrymen, those 
who went to school and university with them, 
who went out with them, who went traveling 
with them, and who also joined the army with 
them? What did Ernest think, a Jew from 
Berlin who I knew at the camp for a short 
while (he didn’t survive long) of what his 
“comrades” did to him? 

Ernest, who was wounded in Word War 
I, proudly bore a citation he received for the 

valor he displayed on the battlefield. What did 
Ernest do to his “comrades” that made them 
send him to his death in Auschwitz? 

I’ve been asking myself these questions 
for many years now. For many years now, 
I’ve failed to understand. In fact, as the years 
go by, I understand less and less. I reached 
the conclusion that I will never be able to 
understand. In any case, nobody will be 
able to understand how it happened. Not the 
sociologists, not the psychologists, and not the 
historians. 

Yet one cannot argue with facts and there 

is no possibility of refuting them either. Six 
million Jews are the proof. 

(Mr. Noah Klieger was imprisoned by the Germans 
during the years of 1942-1945 in Malines, Auschwitz, 
Auschwitz 3 (Monowitz), Dora-Mittelbau, Ravensbruck 
and was liberated on April 29, by the Soviet Army. He 
was a journalist in France and Belgium since the end of 
1945. He immigrated to Israel in 1948. He is a member 
of the editorial of “Yedioth Ahronoth” newspaper since 
1958. In 1995, Mr. Noah Klieger published his book 
“12 Rolls for Breakfast”, which is a collection of his 
stories from the Holocaust period based on his personal 
memoirs. The book, ISBN 965-482-013-7, published by 
Yedioth Ahronoth is out of print)
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By Sara Yoheved Rigler

By Arieh Elded

Out of the Mouth of Roni

It’s embarrassing to be an Israeli

How an 8-year-old is holding down the 
borders of Israel.

Two boys race into the elevator 
of Jerusalem’s Renaissance Hotel 
an hour before Shabbat. Thin and 
dark-complexioned, speaking Hebrew, 
wearing shorts and T-shirts, and holding 
plastic bowls filled with unshelled sunflower 
seeds (Israel’s ubiquitous snack), the boys 
do not look like typical guests at a five-star 
hotel. In Hebrew, I ask them where they are 
from.

“Sderot,” is their one-word reply.
“Who’s paying for your Shabbat in 

Jerusalem?”
“ZAKA.”
Sderot, of course, is the Israeli city of 

20,000 Jews located just 900 meters from 
the Gaza Strip. A more or less constant 
bombardment of Kassam rockets from Gaza 
has killed 12 people, some of them children, 
and injured many hundreds. A few months 
ago a 10-year-old boy lost his leg in a 
Kassam attack.

Thousands of the city’s residents suffer 
from Post Traumatic Stress, including 
endemic bedwetting among children. PTS 
is actually a misnomer, as the traumatic 
condition of being sitting ducks for lethal 
rocket attacks is present and ongoing,  
not past.

Many charity organizations such as ZAKA 
(best known for collecting body parts after 
terror attacks) give Sderot residents a short 
respite from living under fire by bringing 
them for brief periods to other Israeli cities. 
There they will not be awakened in the 
middle of the night by a “Color Red” siren 
warning them that a Kassam rocket is on 
its way from Gaza. There the children can 
play outdoors without fear. There families 
can venture outside without worrying that 
the 15-second-warning afforded them by 
the siren will not be enough time to reach a 
shelter. On this particular Shabbat, ZAKA is 

treating fifteen Sderot families to a weekend 
in Jerusalem.

On Shabbat afternoon, my husband and 
I are walking through the lobby when we 
notice five young girls sitting around a table 
munching on sunflower seeds.

“They’re from Sderot,” my husband 
identifies them.

I approach the group and strike up a 
conversation, eager to know what it’s like 
for children to live in a battle zone. The girls 
tell me their names and ages. Two are eight-
years-old, two are nine, and one is ten.

“What’s it like living in Sderot?” I ask in 
Hebrew.

“It’s been quiet this week,” Helit offers.
“What are you talking about?” Roni 

corrects her. “One fell yesterday.”
“One?” Helit responds. “That’s nothing. 

Some days 50 rockets fall.”

“What do you do when the ‘Color Red’ 
goes off?” I ask.

“If we’re at home, we run into our safe 
room. Our apartment has a fortified room. 
We run there and wait until the rocket has 
landed.”

“That’s very convenient,” I say, “to have a 
safe room right in your own apartment. Do 
all the apartments in Sderot now have safe 
rooms?”

“No,” Miri answers. “Some of our friends 
have to run downstairs to the bomb shelter 
in the basement of their building.”

“That must be hard in the middle of the 
night,” I suggest. All the girls nod their 
heads sadly.

“But what’s worse is when you’re outside, 
like on your way to school,” pipes up Daniela, 
“and the Color Red goes off. There might not 
be any shelter close enough to run to.”

Aware that some 4,000 Sderot residents 
-- 16% of the population -- have already left 
the dangerous city, I ask, “Would you like to 
move to Jerusalem?”

Four of the girls shake their heads. “No,” 
Helit answers, “Sderot is my home. I don’t 
want to leave.”

“Neither do I,” says Miri. “I was born in 
Sderot.”

“So was I,” add two other girls.
I look at Roni, the only one who has not 

responded. With a thoughtful gaze, she picks 
her words carefully. “I would like to move 
to Jerusalem, because it’s the holy city,” 
Roni admits. “But I will not leave Sderot. 
Because if I leave and my family leaves and 
other families leave, very few families will 
want to move to Sderot.”

(Exactly zero, I’m thinking.)
“And then,” continues the eight-year-old, 

“Sderot will be empty. And then the Arabs 
will take over the city. And then the Arabs 
will start shooting missiles at other cities. 
And then the Jews will move away from 
those cities. And then the Arabs will take 
over all of Israel.

“So,” Roni sums up her position, “I’m 
staying in Sderot.”

A lump has formed in my throat. This 
eight-year-old girl is holding down the 
borders of Israel for the rest of us. With 
perfect clarity, she sees that to abandon 
Sderot is to, piece by piece, abandon all of 
Israel. And to hold fast in Sderot, despite 
the lethal attacks, despite the risk to life and 
limb, despite the fear-laced days and siren-
laced nights, is to hold on to the Jewish 
homeland.

How many of us would be as brave as 
Roni?

(Sara Yoheved Rigler is the author of the bestseller 
Holy Woman and of the new Lights from Jerusalem. She 
resides in the Old City of Jerusalem with her husband 
and children)

Once, many years ago, we were proud 
to say we were Israelis. Israel’s 

accomplishments in agriculture, settlement 
and science were internationally acclaimed, 
and the Israeli army was our pride.

We all recall the world’s applause after 
the Entebbe operation, when we proved that 
nothing was too far for us, and nothing too 
difficult.

We didn’t negotiate with murderous 
terrorists, we fought them. We didn’t trade 
in blood. Anyone who attacked us paid for 
doing so. We rescued our brothers even from 
the grip of distant savages.

Where did we go wrong?

Today we want to hide our faces in shame 
as Israel deals with Hizbullah and frees 
murderers in exchange for corpses. The 
world blinks at our weak leadership, our 
paralysis and the loss of our will to defend 
ourselves.

Just recently Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert told the Knesset’s Security Affairs 
Committee: “With 270,000 Arabs [in 
Jerusalem], there will be more tractors in 
Jerusalem.” The deputy prime minister, 
convicted sex offender Haim Ramon, 
declared that we have to get rid of the Arab 
neighborhoods because murderous terrorists 

come from them.
Along these lines, he could have suggested 

that we have to “get rid of” the village of 
Abu Snan because one of its residents blew 
himself up in Nahariya; or “get rid of” of 
Jaffa because one of its residents drove a 
murderer to the Dolphinarium in Tel Aviv?

Does Ramon advocate transferring Kfar 
Manda to the Palestinian Authority because 
one of its residents murdered a policeman 
in Jerusalem? Has Ramon taken up the old, 
extreme right-wing slogan “No Arabs = No 
Terrorists”?

Anyone who suggests dividing Jerusalem 
because he can’t deal with a security 
problem is an embarrassment. It’s hard to 
fathom whence comes this loss of will, this 
inability to deal with difficulties. Once Israel 
dealt with hard issues; now it runs from 
them.

Gilad Schalit is not in Entebbe. He’s in 
Gaza, within walking distance. The sole 
item on the government’s agenda should be 
a military operation to free him and destroy 
Hamas - but instead the government is 
arguing over whether to free 400 murderers 
or 800 murderers.

It’s embarrassing to be an Israeli led by the 
likes of Olmert, Haim Ramon, Tzipi Livni, 
Ehud Barak and Shaul Mofaz.

As if this were not enough, added to these 

disgraces are Olmert’s scandals. This prime 
minister is apparently the most corrupt 
Israeli leader since King Ahab, yet Ruhama 
Avraham-Balila, the ministerial liaison to the 
Knesset, a few weeks ago said of his various 
scandals: “This is not the first investigation, 
not the second investigation, not the third 
investigation, not the fourth or fifth, and I 
don’t know if it will be the last. So what? 
Who really cares?”

Who indeed? She herself is under an 
ongoing criminal investigation on suspicion 
of having accepted a bribe from Agrexco.

Millions of honest people live in this 
country, working hard to support their 
families. They pay taxes. They serve in the 
military. Their children serve in the military. 
But the prime minister and his cronies have 
been mocking us all, asking, “So what? Who 
really cares?”

We care

What angers us most? That our prime 
minister can be bought for a few thousand 
dollars?

The Book of Exodus states that bribes 
blind the eyes of the clear-sighted. But 
Olmert cannot be accused of blindness - he 
sank to the depths of corruption with his eyes 
wide open. Maybe we are angriest because 

he treats all Israelis as if we were fools; 
because he stayed in office years after his 
corruption was exposed because he was so 
sure he would eventually get away with it.

I accuse the prime minister of shaming 
millions of Israelis. I accuse him of causing 
the world to see Israel as a den of thieves, 
takers of bribes and kickbacks.

Olmert was furious about leaks from his 
police interrogations. Leaks are a serious 
matter, but thievery is worse, and bribery 
worse yet. A small-time thief breaks a 
window and steals from one house. A corrupt 
politician steals from everyone.

“Since my first days in the Prime Minister’s 
Office… I have been forced to defend myself 
against ceaseless attacks on the part of 
self-named justice-seekers who have made 
the goal of deposing me one in which the 
ends justify all the means,” Olmert said in 
announcing his impending resignation.

I am very proud to be one of the 
“self-named justice-seekers.” If the nation’s 
leader has no integrity, and if the legal 
system is too slow to stop him before he 
causes irreversible damage, it is the duty of 
all “self-named justice-seekers” to struggle 
so Israelis will not be ashamed.

(Source: The Jerusalem Post. The writer is a 
National Union MK)
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I grew up a bit behind Israel; she was born 
in 1948 and I came along four years later. 

I was raised in a common American Jewish 
family in a Jewishy suburb. We weren’t 
religious; we didn’t attend synagogue 
regularly and we observed only the highest 
holidays. Israel was a place, but she didn’t 
impact my life since I was comfortably 
Jewish in a Jewish world. Once I left my 
sheltered suburban community I began to 
learn that being Jewish was far from the 
norm, that there were groups of people who 
had never met a Jew, and even larger groups 
of armed people in the world who felt that 
they, not the Jews, were entitled to Israel.

I began studying Judaism in college and 
grew prouder and more interested in my 
heritage. And when I married someone 
who grew up in an observant home, that 
enhanced my love for Israel and all things 
Jewish. And the more I learned about the 
trials and tribulations of Jewish history, the 
more important the Land of Israel became to 
me. Israel was no longer just the name of a 
place, it was my homeland. 

This knowledge was empowering, and 
with that power I realized I had a choice to 
make. I could remain passive about Israel 
the rest of my life, or I could begin to live 
what I believed. 

So my wife and I began practicing and 
living traditional Judaism, including the 
conscious decision to become a Zionist. The 
personal challenges required by this decision 
were sometimes mildly uncomfortable or 
difficult, but to me they were the least I 
could do as I tried to live my beliefs. Along 
with this commitment came many blessings: 
a wonderful marriage and three amazing 
children that my wife and I raised in an 
observant, Zionistic home.

My children grew up, as children tend to 
do, but they didn’t just leave the nest, they 
left the country. All three moved to Israel 
and made aliyah.

The past few years have given me many 
causes for alarm. Suicide bombers, midnight 
air raids, and terrorist attacks are seemingly 
everyday events in Israel. Sometimes I 
think the media should make an event out 
of a day without some kind of attack on my 
homeland. Though despite the never-ending 
attacks, I was usually able to convince 
myself that my family was safe, and I would 
go to sleep at a reasonable hour like most 
parents of adult children do.

Second Lebanon War

That all started to change on July 12, 
2006 with the kidnapping of several 
Israeli soldiers by Hezbollah alongside the 
Lebanese border, and the kidnapping of a 
soldier near Gaza by Palestinian terrorists. 
I began watching TV instead of going to 
bed. When I finally did fall into bed, sleep 
would escape me as I thought about the 
many civilians in northern Israel who were 
now under fire by a non-repentant group 
of terrorists bent on Israel’s destruction. 
My youngest son, Yakov, had just finished 
his tenure in the Israeli Army as a member 
of the Golani Brigade. He called to tell me 
he had patrolled that area many times and 
they were always under alert for kidnapping 
attempts, since the area was known for its 
dangerous Hezbollah squads. That phone 
call calmed me into thinking that my boys 
were out of harm’s way as neither was in the 
army at that time. 

A week later, my son Yakov phoned 
me and said, “I was just called up and am 
being mobilized immediately.” He did not 
know where he was going; he was just told 
to report. My anxiety level ratcheted up 
multiple levels. My baby boy going to war?! 

Yakov called a day later to tell me two 
things: His old unit was preparing to go 
fight in Lebanon, and he was being sent to 
an outpost in Judea/Samaria (West Bank) 
where he would patrol and man checkpoints 
in order to free up active duty soldiers so 

they could report to the Lebanese border. 
To think that Yakov had been on active 
duty just two weeks before. It was then 
that I asked him to call me each day when 
he was back from patrol. I began to live for 
each and every phone call. While my son 
was not going to Lebanon, words like night 
patrol and checkpoints conjured up troubling 
thoughts in my head. 

Time passed in a blur of anxiety and 
sleepless nights. My life revolved around 
the ringing of the phone. Finally on August 
1, Yakov called to tell us that his tour of 
active duty was done and he was returning to 
civilian life. Although the war was not over, 
I thought my family’s direct involvement in 
it was. 

No Mere Novel

That feeling of relief quickly ended with 
yet another phone call on August 10 as 
the fighting in both Gaza and Lebanon 
intensified. This time it was my oldest, 
Baruch, with the news: “I was just called 
up and mobilized with my old unit. We are 
reporting to the border alongside Gaza.” 
I told him to call me when he could and to 
let me know what was going on. The next 
day he phoned to tell me that he would be 
on patrols during the day and at night while 
also setting up ambushes.

Again two words (patrol and ambush) 
conjured up troubling thoughts in my head. 

I asked Baruch to call each day (or night) 
when he got back to base. Now my anxiety 
was complete. My two sons had both been 
called up to do their duty as Jews, as Israeli 
citizens, and as soldiers to help protect their 
country. Was this out of a novel; was this a 
movie I was watching? Was this something 
I could be detached from, to put down and 
pick up at will or after a commercial? No! 
For my family and me, this was real. No 
longer was it just about the patriotism of 
other youngsters and the protection of the 
land in some detached way. Now Jewish 
values had slammed its way into my family’s 
life with a challenging force I had never 
dreamed possible. I tried hard to hold onto 
all the positive feelings I have always had 
for the Land of Israel, but try as I might, fear 
overpowered every other feeling. Each night 
I waited for the phone call to assure me that 
Baruch was safe and alive.

My son Yakov phoned to tell me that his 
former commander was seriously wounded 
in Lebanon and that several of his friends 
(those he shared bunks with just a few 
weeks before) were killed in battle. Names 
of villages in South Lebanon such as Bint 
Jabil and Maroun El Ras became part of my 
consciousness. Fierce battles took place and 
dozens of Israeli soldiers lost their lives.

How sad I was for Yakov (he had just 
resumed yeshiva studies upon completing his 
army duty), who at age 21 had already lost 
friends in battle. He now planned his visits 
to hospitals to see his wounded comrades, 
instead of enjoying conversations with those 
friends over cups of coffee in outdoor cafes. 
How upset I was for my son Baruch who 
had to leave his job and his wife behind in 
Jerusalem (to suffer the same anxieties that I 
was), to patrol in and around Gaza -- instead 
of taking those wonderful walks with her 
around beautiful Jerusalem. 

This was war and this was the disruption 
of the lives of the Jewish soldiers and their 
families. This was about fighting for the 
survival of a Jewish country whose north 
was being burned up by Hezbollah rockets 
and whose south was being bombarded by 
Hamas rockets.

As I waited alongside my wife everyday, 
our hearts went out to those parents of so 
many lost Israeli soldiers. Somehow I forged 
a silent bond with them. My heart cried for 
the kidnapped, wounded, and killed soldiers. 
I also felt the anguish of the people who 
lost their homes. Maybe it would have been 
better to be in Israel, so at least I would have 
had the comfort of being around everyone 
else who faced the same anxieties as me. 
Instead, I was in Cleveland, spending my 
nights watching cable news and waiting for 
phone calls.

The TV ended up being on all day and all 
night. It became my link to this crazy war 
that started so abruptly and seemed to end 
in the same way, with apparently very little 
resolved other than the fact that I fear my 
children will have to do this all over again 
very soon.

Luckily for me, those much-needed phone 
calls did come from my sons, although war 
has no set schedule. Baruch went back to 
his wife in Jerusalem, and Yakov returned 
to the mystical city of Tzfat to continue 
his learning. One year later, I am still 
recovering, trying to come to grips with this 
terrible, frightening war.

(Source: Aish.com)

By H. BenAvram

A Father’s Reality of War

IDF Nachal Brigade completes brigade military drill

10
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Acknowledging that without a population educated to 
accept peace, no other negotiations or concessions were 

meaningful, the U.S. President set forth, “A Performance-
Based Roadmap to a Permanent Two-State Solution to 
the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict.” (April 30, 2003) Before 
discussions on the status of land, borders, Jerusalem, 
or “settlements,” the Road Map called for Palestinian 
leadership to issue an “unequivocal statement reiterating 
Israel’s right to exist in peace and security and calling for an 
immediate and unconditional ceasefire to end armed activity 
and all acts of violence against Israelis anywhere. All official 
Palestinian institutions end incitement against Israel.” 

In a few weeks, it will be five years since the Palestinian 
Authority was to prepare its citizens for a two-state solution 
and end incitement in its educational system. Yet from 
pre-school through high school, Palestinian children are 
indoctrinated to deny Israel’s legitimacy, demonize Israelis 
and Jews, and glorify violent struggle as a religious goal. 
The Palestinian government-produced textbooks and 
government-controlled media work in tandem to assure 
that Palestinian children will be no more disposed to living 
peacefully with Israel tomorrow than their parents are today.

It’s never too early to begin the hate education. Preschool 
television programming could be called Terrorism for Tots. 
Last year American viewers had a glimpse of the weekly 
program starring an outrageous Palestinian version of 
Mickey Mouse, Farfar, who in a Mickey-like voice told 
children to pray until there is “world leadership under 
Islamic leadership” and in the meantime to oppose the 
“oppressive invading Zionist occupation.” 

Farfur taught the children not only the glory of violence 
but the mindset of victim hood and blame. In one episode 
(May 11, 2007) Farfur cheated on an exam and his excuse 
was, “Because the Jews destroyed my home and I left my 
books and notes under the rubble.” In case the point was 
too subtle, Farfur advised other children, “I’m calling on 
all children to read more and more to prepare for exams 
because the Jews don’t want us to learn.” 

The program, which broadcast over most of the Arab 
world, was withdrawn recently after some international 
uproar. Of course, in the final episode Farfur was beaten to 
death in front of his impressionable young fans by an Israeli 
official. Farfur may be dead, but his legacy continues in 
other characters such as Assoud, the terrorist version of Bugs 
Bunny. Diane Sawyer showed one clip of Assoud saying, “I 
will finish off the Jews and eat them.” (ABC Feb. 14, 2008)

With the emotional foundation of fear and hate established 
by the time children are five, these youngsters are ready to 
begin school and obtain “facts’ to support their prejudices. 
On the way to school, children learn who the heroes are. 
In most of the world, streets, public buildings and schools 
are named after presidents, great musicians, scientists, 
and others who are to serve as role model for children. 
Palestinian towns such as Yaabid) named their most 
important street and schools after former Iraqi dictator 
Saddam Hussein.[Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, January 4, 2007] 
One of the numerous examples of schools named after 
terrorists is the Dalal Mughrabi School, which honors Dalal 
Mughrabi, who killed American photographer Gail Rubin 
and 36 Israelis. [Al-Hayat Al-Jadida, December 14, 2004] 
Before the children open a book, they already know who is 
to be emulated.

Then the serious indoctrination begins in the textbooks. 
When the Palestinian Authority assumed control of 
education in 1994, it reverted to pre-1967 textbooks, which 
were little more than manuals for terror. With an infusion of 
international funds, the PA began a new curriculum process 
issuing books for two grades each year. Books for grades 
1-10 were published under Yassir Arafat’s rule. Texts for 
grades 11 and 12 were prepared by the more “moderate” 
leadership of Mahmoud Abbas. The Center for Monitoring 
Peace and Cultural Tolerance in School Education (http://
www.edume.org/) conducted an analysis of Palestinian 
textbooks published before and during Abbas’ presidency.

It comes as no surprise that in books produced under 
Arafat, Israel is not present in maps of the modern Middle 

East or that Jewish claims to a biblical connection are 
denied. In place of Israel, maps, both modern and ancient, 
show a sovereign state of Palestine (Reading and Texts, 
Grade 9, Part 2 (2004), pp. 34-35)Children in the 2nd grade 
learn that “Palestine” covers the whole territory of pre-1967 
Israel. (Islamic Education, Grade 2, Part 1 (2001), p. 98) The 
Jewish presence is also eliminated from the past. Despite the 
fact that Islam did not start until thousands of years after the 
biblical account of Abraham, the Cave of the Patriarchs is 
called the Mosque of Abraham (National Education, Grade 7 
(2001), p. 55) and Rachel’s Tomb is referred to as “Mosque 
of Bilal bin Rabbah.” National Education, Grade 7 (2001) p. 
54 

Jews, whose legitimacy in Israel has been denied in 
the texts are further demonized as killers with genocidal 
intentions. Literary selections such as the following fill 
the texts at all levels. Your enemies killed your children, 
split open your women’s bellies, held your revered elderly 
men by the beard, and led them to the death pits. (National 
Education, Grade 7 (2001), p. 20) Following the storyline 
of Farfur, Palestinians and Arabs are the victims and bear 
no responsibility for the 1948 Nakba (catastrophe) even 
though it was five Arab nations that attacked Israel. (Islamic 
Education, Grade 9, Part 1 (2003), p. 62) The textbooks 
present violence and martyrdom as the desired response to 
the “injustices” imposed by Israel. Twelve-year-olds learn 
that “The martyr’s rank is above all ranks.” (Our Beautiful 
Language, Grade 7, Part 1 (2001), p. 97) and as early as 
first grade, children recite:

I shall live as a Fida’i and continue as a Fida’i And shall 
die as a Fida’i until it [i.e., the land] returns ... (National 
Education, Grade 1, Part 2 (2000), pp. 57-58)

Hopes that a change in leadership would produce a change 
in education were dashed in the most recent analysis of 
forty-two books which were issued for grades 11 and 12. 
After a slight change in tone in the grade 11 texts (Jews are 
mentioned in a few biblical accounts and one map includes 
Tel Aviv and other modern Jewish cities with a font so small 
that it requires a magnifying glass), the new grade 12 texts 
resume the vitriol against Israel. 

Israelis are disparaged as “Zionist gangs,” “colonial 
imperialists,” and “racists.” Palestinian youth are exhorted 

to fight Israel, not only for political gains but for religious 
Jihad. The battle for Israel is called “Ribat for Allah,” (the 
place to fight Islam’s enemies) and “Ribat for Palestine” is 
the ultimate of religious goals. With an increased religious 
aspect of the struggle, martyrs are violent liberation are 
praised. In Arabic language classes, students read:

O my homeland, I would not cry in this wedding party
For our Arabness refuses that we cry over the martyrs p. 

13
I swear by Al-Aqsa Mosque and those plains
I shall not return the sword to its sheath and shall not lay 

down arms. p. 85 Arabic Language-Linguistic Sciences, 
Grade 12 (2006)

School outings and after school programs solidify the 
indoctrination to hate. This month Palestinian children 
were treated to an exhibition of Israel burning children in a 
crematorium. (Palestinian Media Watch, March 20, 2008) 
The theme of Israel prepetrating a Holocaust is a consistent 
with what they learn in school and on television. 

“They [Israel] are the ones who did the Holocaust ... They 
opened the ovens for us to bake human beings... and when 
one oven stopped burning they lit a hundred more ovens.” 
[PA TV March 25, 2004]

Almost more disturbing than what is being taught in an 
educational system that undermines any efforts for peace 
is who is paying for a large part of it: the U.S.A. Congress 
has issued repeated concerns that U.S. funds not be used to 
teach war (S.Hrg. 108-290, Subcommittee of the Committee 
on Appropriations, United States Senate, October 30, 2003, 
Palestinian Education-Teaching Peace or War?), and a 
priority for some Members of Congress is that U.S. aid to 
the Palestinians, totaling $1.4 billion since 1993, does not 
support an inciting, anti-Israeli curriculum. (CRS Report 
RS21594, United States Aid to the Palestinians, by Clyde 
Mark; and CRS Report RL32260) 

On March 6, 2008 the House Appropriations State-
Foreign Operations Subcommittee hearing challenged 
Deputy Secretary of State John D. Negroponte’s request for 
additional funding for the Palestinian President Mahmoud 
Abbas’ government and placed a hold on $150 million 
in economic support for the Palestinians. Members of 
the committee were “skeptical about the political will 
of a Palestinian leadership that all too often lapses into 
inflammatory rhetoric that belies their stated commitment to 
peace.” (Rep. Nita Lowey, chair of the House Appropriations 
Committee’s Subcommittee on State and Foreign Operations, 
in a March 12 letter to the State Department) 

After a phone call with Abbas, the State Department issued 
assurances and Condoleeza Rice said she was, “confident 
that President Abbas is someone who is committed to the 
negotiated solution of this issue.” On March 12, a day before 
Rice’s scheduled appearance before the appropriations 
subcommittee, $100 million of the aid was released. 

At this moment, in classrooms in Gaza and the West 
Bank, in schools under Hamas control or “moderate” Fatah 
control, children are being poisoned with hate and distrust 
and readied to be warriors for the “final and inevitable 
result ...the victory of the Muslims over the Jews.” [Our 
Arabic Language for Fifth Grade p. 67] With humanitarian 
intentions and a blind eye to what is actually written in 
the textbooks and shown in the media, the U.S. funds hate 
education. 

The U.S. provides funding to Palestinian education 
without any of the oversight it demands of American 
schools. I have been an educator for 31 years and know the 
stringent standards for accreditation and funding of schools 
in all fifty states. Perhaps a team of educators could set 
minimum requirements of pedagogy as well as a low level 
of tolerance for incitement towards violence, and only after 
the standards are met would funds commence. The money 
would follow performance, not promise.

As it stands now Americans need to learn what Ariel 
Sharon understood: the most lethal weapon of mass 
destruction is an education which implants the seeds of war 
in the next generation and guarantees a tragic future for all. 

Palestinian Hate-Education Continues

Palestinian education and propaganda are more dangerous to Israel than 
Palestinian weapons - Ariel Sharon, November 18, 2004

By Peggy Shapiro - American Thinker



12 comment August 08

Heroes on the Border

Hamas’ Christian convert: I’ve left a society that sanctifies terror

How do we respond when a Hezbollah 
killer goes free?

Emotions peaked recently as Hezbollah 
handed over the bodies of the two Israeli 
soldiers whose kidnapping touched off the 
2006 Lebanon War, Eldad Regev and Ehud 
Goldwasser, in exchange for Israel’s release 
of Samir Kuntar, the unrepentant terrorist 
and child murderer.

The reaction in Israel was of somber 
national mourning.

In Lebanon, it was a day of national 
celebration. Government offices and banks 
were closed, and Kuntar was accorded a 
hero’s welcome amidst huge rallies and 
fireworks.

With his military garb and arm proudly 
thrust forward in a Nazi salute, Kuntar 
vowed to murder more innocent Jews.

Throughout most of the civilized world, 
the reaction to this scene was revulsion and 
disdain.

My reaction was sorrow, mixed with 
humble gratitude, as I recalled this story 
from the Holocaust:

Rabbi Yekusiel Yehudah Halberstam, the 
revered Klausenberger Rebbe, was savagely 
beaten by a Nazi with crushing, deadly 
blows. As the rabbi was sprawled on the 
ground, bleeding from his head, the Nazi 
thrust his jackboot into the rabbi’s chest and 
mockingly sneered: “So tell me, how does it 
now feel to be a Jew?”

Rabbi Halberstam looked up calmly 
and said, “I’d much rather be a Jew on the 
receiving end of this torture, than to be a 
German administering it.”

This prisoner exchange evoked 
tremendous pain. Yet it evoked as well a 
sense of pride at the vast gulf between how 
Israel and its enemies view the world.

The same Lebanese Arabs who glorify 
Kuntar for crushing a 4-year-old girl’s 
skull with his rifle butt, also danced in the 
streets at the destruction of the Twin Towers. 
Two summers ago, Hezbollah fired 4,000 
rockets from Lebanon that displaced nearly 
20 percent of the Israeli population. And 
it was a group of Lebanese terrorists who 
launched the 1978 terror attack that left 36 
Israeli civilians dead, including 13 children 
-- led by Dalal Mughrabi, whose body was 
returned to Lebanon last week, also amidst 
heroic celebration.

On the other side of the border was Israel, 
making concessions that jeopardize its 
national security, in order to safeguard its 
commitment to the preciousness of every 
Jewish soul. Whether you agree with Israel’s 
decision or not, one can appreciate the valor 
of Smadar Haran: Having lost her entire 
family -- husband and two young children -- 
on the night of Kuntar’s attack, she did not 

oppose his release, rising above her personal 
pain to support whatever action would be in 
Israel’s best interests.

Those are their heroes, and these are ours
An ancient Jewish teaching says: “A 

person is known by his praise.” One is 
known not only by how he is praised by 
others, but also by that which he chooses to 
praise -- i.e. his heroes.

Last week, the heroes on each side of 
the border so starkly revealed the core 
values that are driving each society. And 
as I watched the despicable display of 
inhumanity in Lebanon, I humbly thanked 
God for making me a Jew.

Jewish National Mission
So where do we go from here? How do we 

pick up the pieces of this crushing national 
tragedy and -- as Jews have always sought 
to do -- turn it into a vehicle for good?

When Rabbi Halberstam emerged from 
the Holocaust, he discovered that his wife 
and 10 children had been murdered. Yet 
rather than complain or become embittered, 
he immersed in a rigorous campaign to 
reach out to others -- founding schools, 
orphanages, relief organizations, and what is 

today the largest hospital in Netanya.
We, too, need to respond by strengthening 

our Jewish national mission.
Which begs the question: What is the 

special mission of the State of Israel, the 
ideology holding it all together?

What makes us different is the moral 
doctrine that Judaism brought to the world 
-- that every human being is created in the 
image of God, and that peace is our highest 
value. And if there was ever a time this 
needs to be embraced, it is now, with the 
Western world facing off against radical 
Islam -- an ideology that feels no remorse 
over blowing up commuters in European 
capitals or chopping off the heads of 
infidels; an ideology fueled by Saudi petro 
dollars and emboldened by the burgeoning 
Iranian nuclear program.

There are many more Kuntars out there 
yearning for the chance to murder, hoping 
to see all of Western civilization dead, gone, 
wiped off the face of the earth. Defeating 
this evil will not come by being passive, or 
by maintaining the status quo. We have to 
wake up and do something.

Three Weeks
Immediately after this prisoner 

exchasnge we entered the period of the 

Three Weeks, the time of the Jewish year 
that commemorates the destruction of the 
Temple Jerusalem at the hands of Romans 
in 70 CE, and the Babylonians 500 years 
earlier. The Temple was the central source 
for exporting Jewish values to the world, as 
Isaiah famously said, “From Zion, the Torah 
will go forth, and the word of God from 
Jerusalem.”

These three weeks are traditionally a time 
to look inward, to examine what is holding 
the Temple back from being rebuilt. Where 
have we fallen short, and how we might 
strengthen our personal commitment to the 
cause? The answer seems clear. If Jewish 
values are the target of Islamic barbarism, 
then Jewish values are the solution. Studying 
Torah and teaching it to others will help 
bring the world to a point where there will 
be no more terror attacks, no more wars, no 
more Holocausts.

Today, each of us is on the battlefront 
for Jewish values that celebrate life, not 
death. Eldad Regev and Ehud Goldwasser 
heroically served on the front lines and died 
for it. With their graves still fresh, now is the 
time for us to commit to live for it.

(Rabbi Shraga Simmons spent his childhood trekking 
through snow in Buffalo, New York. He has worked in 
the fields of journalism and public relations, and is now 
the Co-editor of Aish.com in Jerusalem)

A moment before beginning his supper, Masab, son 
of West Bank Hamas leader Sheikh Hassan Yousef, 

glances at the friend who has accompanied him to the 
restaurant where we met. They whisper a few words and 
then say grace, thanking God and Jesus for putting food on 
their plates.

It takes a few seconds to digest this sight: The son of a 
Hamas MP who is also the most popular figure in that 
extremist Islamic organization, a young man who assisted 
his father for years in his political activities, has become a 
rank-and-file Christian. “I’m now called Joseph,” he says at 
the outset. Masab knows that he has little hope of returning 
to visit the Holy Land in this lifetime.

“I know that I’m endangering my life and am even liable 

to lose my father, but I hope that he’ll understand this 
and that God will give him and my family patience and 
willingness to open their eyes to Jesus and to Christianity. 
Maybe one day I’ll be able to return to Palestine and to 
Ramallah with Jesus, in the Kingdom of God.”

Nor does he attempt to hide his affection for Israel, or his 
abhorrence of everything representing the surroundings in 
which he grew up: the nation, the religion, the organization.

“Send regards to Israel, I miss it. I respect Israel and 
admire it as a country,” he says.

“You Jews should be aware: You will never, but never 
have peace with Hamas. Islam, as the ideology that guides 
them, will not allow them to achieve a peace agreement with 
the Jews. They believe that tradition says that the Prophet 

Mohammed fought against the Jews and that therefore they 
must continue to fight them to the death.”

Is that the justification for the suicide attacks?
“More than that. An entire society sanctifies death and the 

suicide terrorists. In Palestinian culture a suicide terrorist 
becomes a hero, a martyr. Sheikhs tell their students about 
the ‘heroism of the shaheeds.’”

And yet, in spite of the criticism of the place he left, 
California can’t make the longings disappear.

“I miss Ramallah,” he says. “People with an open mind. 
... I mainly miss my mother, my brothers and sisters, but 
I know that it will be very difficult for me to return to 
Ramallah soon.”

By Rabbi Shraga Simmons

By Avi Issacharoff

IDF soldiers on Gaza border photo@Isranet
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Telling the Truce? Is the media really covering  
the “ceasefire”?  

Israel’s image around the world will not improve until we change the way we present Israel to the world

Since a “ceasefire” has come into effect 
between Israel and Hamas, media 

coverage of the conflict has also declined.
In the past, the media has failed to 

properly report on Palestinian terror and 
provocations against Israel, instead waiting 
to report on Israeli responses and counter-
terror measures, thus portraying Israel as the 
sole aggressor. Will the same thing happen 
this time?

The answer may very well be in the 
affirmative if the international media has 
failed to cover these serious violations of the 
ceasefire over the past few days:

June 24: Three Qassam rockets land in 
Sderot; one home damaged, two people 
treated for shock.

June 26: Qassam explodes in an open area 
in Sderot’s industrial zone.

June 27: Two mortar shells fired from 
Gaza; one shell hits near Kibbutz Kfar Aza, 
another lands in an uninhabited area.

June 28: Several mortar shells fired at the 
Karni Crossing area.

Despite this, the BBC’s report on June 
27, “Gaza truce ‘violated repeatedly’”, led 
with alleged Israeli violations, waiting until 
the third paragraph to mention Palestinian 
rockets and mortars:

A fragile eight-day-old truce between 
Israel and Palestinian groups in the 
Gaza Strip appears to have been violated 
repeatedly by both sides.

A UN source says Israeli troops have 
opened fire on Palestinian farmers several 
times, causing injuries. Israel says its forces 
fired warning shots.

Palestinian militants have also broken the 

ceasefire, firing rockets and mortars into 
Israeli territory.

Irrespective of the veracity of an 
unnamed “UN source” (many Palestinians 
are employed by the UN in Gaza, including 
Hamas members), why will the BBC not 
recognize that there is no moral equivalence 
between rocket and mortar attacks on the 
western Negev and the firing of warning 
shots by an IDF wary of potential terrorist 
activities near the border fence?

Complaints to the BBC - http://www.bbc.
co.uk/complaints

Despite the rocket and mortar attacks, 
Israel has decided to reopen the Gaza 
crossings after initially closing them in 
response. The Associated Press, however, 
in a fit of chronological inversion, 
employed the headline: “Israel closes Gaza, 
Palestinians fire mortars”.

Thus, Israel’s border closure is falsely 
portrayed as the reason behind the Palestinian 
mortars instead of the other way around.

Comments to Associated Press - 
feedback@ap.org

Please also be on the lookout for the 
omission of important context - the ceasefire 
agreement applies to Gaza and not to the 
West Bank, where Israeli forces are still free 
to operate against Palestinian terrorists.

For example, The Guardian reported 
that Palestinian “rockets were fired by the 

militant group Islamic Jihad, which said it 
was acting in response to the killing of one 
of its commanders in the occupied West 
Bank earlier that day.”

While Islamic Jihad needs little excuse to 
fire rockets into Israel, The Guardian failed 
to make it clear that Israeli operations in 
the West Bank are not in violation of the 
ceasefire.

Comments to The Guardian - letters@
guardian.co.uk

Keep an eye on your local media to see 
how it is covering the “ceasefire” and 
continuing Palestinian rocket and mortar 
attacks.

Google Earth: A new platform for 
anti-Israel propaganda and replacement 
geography.

Google Earth is an online satellite 
mapping service that allows people to view 
images of virtually any place in the world. 
It also allows people to add comments about 
specific places. In a new report published 
by the Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs, 
Andre Oboler found significant anti-Israel 

propaganda on the site:
Virtual Israel, as represented by Google 

Earth, is littered with orange dots, many 
of which claim to represent “Palestinian 
localities evacuated and destroyed after 
the 1948 Arab-Israeli war.” Thus, Israel 
is depicted as a state born out of colonial 
conquest rather than the return of a people 
from exile. Each dot links to the “Palestine 
Remembered” site, where further information 
advancing this narrative can be obtained.

Many of the claims staked out in Google 
Earth present misinformation, and sites 
known to be ruins in 1946 are claimed to 
be villages destroyed in 1948. Arab villages 
which still exist today are listed as sites of 
destruction. The Google Earth initiative is 
not only creating a virtual Palestine, it is 
creating a falsification of history.

The concept of “replacement geography” 
replaces the historical connection of one 
people to the land with a connection 
between another people and the land. The 
inclusion of virtual Palestine, superimposed 
on Israel in the core layer of Google Earth, 
is an example of replacement geography 
advanced by technology.

Those wishing to explore Israel in Google 
Earth are immediately taken to a politically 
motivated narrative unrelated to their quest. 
Google should remove the narrative and 
treat Israel as it treats every other country 
on the globe. The core layer of Google Earth 
should be ideology free and not serve as a 
platform for indoctrination or a campaign to 
wipe Israel off the virtual map.

(www.Honestreporting.com)

After decades of using the same strategies and tactics, 
the same words and ploys and the same litany of 

“look-what-they did to us/look-what-they’re-doing-to-
us-now” language to try to improve Israel’s image and more 
effectively advocate for Israel’s interests, it is now essential 
that we look to a new paradigm for our efforts.

We seem stuck in a pattern some would call an alternative 
definition of insanity: We don’t like the way Israel is 
perceived in the world, but we keep doing the same things 
over and over again expecting, somehow, that the outcome 
will be different. Israel’s image around the world will not 
improve until we change the way we present Israel to the 
world.

Israel isn’t a case and it isn’t a cause. Yes, it’s a sovereign 
state, yet it is a culture, an economy and a way of life as 
well. The totality of Israel is more than what is generally 
seen around the world through the media; usually what they 
cover is the result of policies created and actions taken by 
the government in a given period of time. Those of us who 
know the real Israel that exists today in the 21st century 
know that Israel is so much more, and so very different from 
what it seems to be when seen through the lenses and eyes of 
the cameras and reporters that deliver the news from Israel 
during these days of conflict.

If you “get” what I’ve just said, that the reality of Israel is 
different from the Israel as portrayed by a media that, quite 
expectedly and routinely, focuses more intensely on what 
blows up and dies as opposed to what adds value and saves, 
then you are on your way to understanding what I call The 
New Paradigm.

Paradigms are simple structures, and paradigm shifts are 
simple too, once the presumptions and prejudices that lock in 
the old paradigms are invalidated. So let’s look at the current 
paradigm, the one that doesn’t work and needs replacing.

Using the American perspective, we can say the 
following: 

98% of what Americans see, read and hear about Israel 

is focused on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict; and 98% of 
what passionate, well-meaning pro-Israel interests do about 
this situation is either proactively or reactively related to the 
conflict; therefore, Israel becomes more and more defined 
by the conflict, and the conflict only.

This is disastrous for Israel, and The New Paradigm 
changes it. This is what it says: there is more to Israel than 
conflict and war; that “more” is a society that does things 
every day that add value to the world; therefore, we need to 
show the world what Israel is beyond the conflict; we need 
to show people how Israel innovates and creates.

Think of it this way, if we were to take every possible 
topic you can discuss about Israel -- the good and the bad 
-- and pile them one on top of another and they created a 
pile 50 stories high. The topics that are about the conflict 
would be two, maybe three stories high (and other problems 
of Israeli society another two or three stories). That leaves a 
pile of positive stories towering over the landscape that our 
present advocates -- with their myopic focus on the conflict 
and trying to prove Israel is always right -- can’t even seem 
to see. Many of these stories are reasons for Americans to 
care about Israel -- all of them say something that Americans 
desperately need to know: that there is something other than 
war going on in Israel.

Last year the results of a major piece of research -- an 
in-depth study of Israel’s “brand” in America -- were shown 
to officials of the Israeli government and selected interested 
parties. They showed that while Americans think Israel 
is unique, they don’t think it’s relevant to their lives. They 
found that while Americans think they know a lot about 
Israel, they don’t very much like what they know. So Israel 
has some problems because of the way it is seen, but these 
problems don’t conform to the critics’ usual carping about 
the accents of Israel’s spokespeople or the cacophony of the 
opinions raised in its vibrant democracy. The problems can 
be overcome, said the strategists from the major marketing 
conglomerate that conducted the study and shared its 

finding, and they said how to do it.
Israel needs to increase knowledge of Israel that also 

increases respect and esteem for Israel. Israel needs to make 
Americans think Israel is relevant to their lives. How? It’s 
not more material about the history of the conflict and who’s 
doing what to whom; people are clearly showing conflict-
fatigue. It’s information on how Israel’s technological and 
biomedical innovations are saving lives and changing the 
world. It’s information about the hundreds of millions of 
people who aren’t hungry because of Israel’s advances in 
agriculture and the hundreds of millions of computers and 
cellphones and other devices made possible or made better 
by Israeli ingenuity.

This is not to suggest that Israel not defend itself nor take 
appropriate defensive measures in the communications war. 
Rather it is the suggestion that Israel open another major 
front -- one that Israel has plenty of credible, effective 
ammunition with which to fight. It is not a suggestion that 
we ignore the issues of the conflict, it is the suggestion 
that we reallocate our effort and spend more time focusing 
attention on the Israel that exists beyond the conflict so that 
Israel’s image won’t be a prisoner of the conflict.

It’s absolutely time for a new paradigm in Israel advocacy. 
We need to stop trying to prove Israel is always right - 
something that most moderate Americans are just not 
inclined to believe - and start showing that Israel has value 
and adds value to the world everyday. A very prominent 
businessman once said, “When cancer is cured in Israel, the 
world will think better of the Jews.”

It may not be quite that simple, but the great things Israel 
does for the world do count for something. We just have to 
be sure the rest of the world knows about that Israel too.

(Larry Weiberg  is executive vice president of ISRAEL21c, a California-
based non-profit helping to rebrand Israel by focusing media and public 
attention on the 21st-century Israel that exists beyond the conflict. www.
israel21c.org)

A New Paradigm for Israel Advocacy
By Larry Weinberg
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Isa, the Muslim 
Jesus

Prisoner Exchange in Jewish Law

The State of Israel is faced with 
a difficult dilemma: To release 

terrorist prisoners in exchange for 
captive soldiers, *or* not. What does 
Jewish Law have to say? 

The Sages of the Mishna teach: 
“Captives should not be ransomed for 
more than their value, for the sake of 
the general welfare.” The enactment 
of such a law was necessary, lest 
kidnapping become a lucrative trade. 
The Rif (Rabbi Yitzhak Alfasi), the 
Rambam (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon), 
the Rosh (Rabbi Asher ben Yechiel), 
and the Tur (Rabbi Jacob ben Asher) 
all rule accordingly, as does Rabbi 
Yosef Karo in his authoritative 
Shulchan Arukh (see Yoreh Deah 
252:4).

Yet, regarding a situation in which 
the life of the prisoner is at stake - i.e., 
his captors threaten to murder him if 
they do not receive the ransom they 
desire -- Torah authorities are divided: 
Some say that it is permissible under 
such circumstances to pay more 
than the captive’s value, because a 
Jewish life is at stake; others, though, 
maintain that such a deal is forbidden 
out of consideration for the general 
good, for if an agreement is reached, 
the terrorists will simply step up their 
efforts to take additional captives.

The Maharam of Rothenburg 
Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg (1215-

1293 c.e.), known as the Maharam, 
was one of the greatest of the early 
Jewish codifiers. At the age of seventy 
he was taken captive and placed in the 
Ensisheim prison in Alsace, France. 
Emperor Rudolf I proceeded to demand 
an exorbitant sum for his release. 

In order to understand the full 
significance of this act it is important 
to realize that almost all of the rabbis 
and leaders of the Jewish communities 
in that generation were the Maharam’s 
students. Even the great rabbis of the 
generation that followed were greatly 
influenced by the teachings of the 
Maharam. The most famous of his 
students was Rabbi Asher ben Yechiel, 
known as the Rosh, whose rulings 
are cited extensively in Rabbi Yosef 
Karo’s Shulchan Arukh. Because the 
Maharam was such an important a 
figure, Emperor Rudolf I hoped to 
extort a huge ransom from the Jewish 
community. Indeed, the emperor’s 
evil scheme nearly succeeded. The 
Maharam’s students and admirers were 
prepared to raise the sum necessary to 
free their master. They felt that though 
the law forbids paying more for a 
captive than the accustomed amount, 
when the captive at hand is the leading 
Torah scholar of the generation, and 
the entire community is in need of him 
and his Torah wisdom, it is permissible 
to pay any fee. 

But the renowned Maharam 
would not permit it to be paid, for he 
understood that such an act would only 
encourage the enemies of Israel to 
imprison other rabbis in the future and 
demand huge sums for their release. 
As a result, Rabbi Meir of Rothenburg 
spent the final seven years of his life 
in the Ensisheim prison -- and it was 
there that he died.

By virtue of his greatness of spirit 
and his self-sacrifice for the sake 
of the general good, the Maharam 
succeeded in preventing a dam from 
breaking open: He saved the Torah 
leaders of future generations from 
captivity, and the Jewish community 
from gigantic expenses which may 
well have caused their complete 
financial ruin. 

The Law Regarding Prisoners in 
Wartime

Although, as we have said, there 
are opinions that when the captive’s 
life is at stake it is permissible to pay 
even more than the generally accepted 
amount, in wartime it is forbidden 
to give in to any such extortion 
whatsoever. The rule is that in times of 
war one does not submit to any of the 
enemies’ demands. In fact, even in a 
case when the enemy only stole some 
straw and hey from a border village, 
the response must be a strong military 
one. For, as soon as one gives in to 
them regarding a small matter, they 
will gain confidence and increase their 
efforts to strike at us (see Eruvin 45a).

Therefore, if an enemy of Israel 
takes even a single hostage, we must 
go to battle against them in order to 
save the captive, for if we allow them 
to succeed in taking one hostage they 
will gain incentive and step up their 
efforts to strike at us. To this effect 
we find in the Torah (Numbers 21:1): 
“And when the Canaanite King of 
Arad, who lived in the Negev, heard 
that the Israelites were traveling along 
the Atharim Highway, he attacked 
them and took some captives.” 
According to the Sages, they took only 
a single maidservant. Yet, in order 
to save her, Israel did not suggest 
negotiations, but went to battle against 
the Canaanites. An additional example 
can be brought from King David: 
When the Amalekites attacked the 
town of Ziklag, taking the women 
captive, King David did not sit down 
at the negotiating table, but went 
to war against them and saved the 
prisoners (Samuel 1:30).

In a case where Israel lacks the 
military capacity to engage the 

enemy in battle it is permissible to 
exchange prisoners in the generally 
accepted fashion, but any more 
than that is forbidden. This is all the 
more true considering that today, 
we are in an ongoing state of war 
with surrounding countries and 
terrorist organizations, and that every 
concession is interpreted by them as 
a sign of weakness. Such submission 
merely leads to more attacks and more 
attempts to take hostages. 

What’s more, as a result of our 
willingness to free large numbers 
of prisoners for one or two Israeli 
hostages, the terrorists fear us less, 
for they figure that even if they do get 
caught, they most likely will be freed 
eventually in a prisoner exchange deal. 
It should also be noted that many of 
the terrorists who have been released 
by Israel in the past simply returned 
to their terrorist activities, murdering 
more Israelis. Therefore, as a result 
of our receiving one Israeli hostage, 
scores of other innocent Israelis have 
been murdered.

It is important to realize, though, 
that at the end of the war, when a 
final cease-fire agreement is reached 
between the sides, it is permissible 
for Israel to release all of the enemy 
prisoners in its possession in turn for 
all of our own captives being held by 
the enemy -- even if we have taken 
many captives. The reason for this is 
that such exchanges are recognized as 
accepted practice at the end of the war 
and therefore not considered acts of 
extortion. Unfortunately, though, we 
do not foresee such an end to war and 
terrorism arriving anytime in Israel’s 
near future.

May we merit seeing the fulfillment 
of our Rosh Hashana prayers, that “all 
wickedness will disappear like smoke 
when You remove evil’s domination 
from the earth. 

Then You, God, will reign alone 
over all Your works, on Mount Zion, 
the resting place of your glory, and in 
Jerusalem, Your holy city.” 

(Rabbi Eliezer Melamed is the Dean of 
Yeshiva Har Bracha and a prolific author on 
Jewish Law. Parts of this article were translated 
from his popular series “Pininei Halacha.” )

By Rabbi Eliezer Melamed

Author Shamim A. Siddiqi of Flushing, New 
York put the classical position of Islam towards 
Christianity clearly in a recent letter to Daniel Pipes, 
New York Post columnist:

“Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and Muhammad were 
all prophets of Islam. Islam is the common heritage 
of the Judeo-Christian-Muslim community of 
America, and establishing the Kingdom of God is 
the joint responsibility of all three Abrahamic faiths. 
Islam was the din (faith, way of life) of both Jews 
and Christians, who later lost it through human 
innovations. Now the Muslims want to remind 
their Jewish and Christian brothers and sisters of 
their original din [religion]. These are the facts of 
history.”

This historical negationism — appearing to affirm 
Christianity and Judaism whilst in fact rejecting 
and supplanting them — is a lynchpin of Muslim 
apologetics. What is being affirmed is in fact neither 
Christianity nor Judaism, but Jesus as a prophet of 
Islam, Moses as a Muslim etc. This is intended to 
lead to ‘reversion’ of Christians and Jews to Islam, 
which is what Siddiqi refers to when he speaks of 
‘the joint responsibility’ of Jews and Christians to 
establish ‘the Kingdom of God’. By this he means 
that American Christians and Jews should work to 
establish shari’ah law and the rule of Islam in the 
United States.

Conclusion
‘Isa (Jesus) of the Qur’an is a product of fable, 

imagination and ignorance. When Muslims venerate 
this ‘Isa, they have someone different in mind from 
the Yeshua or Jesus of the Bible and of history. The 
‘Isa of the Qur’an is based on no recognized form of 
historical evidence, but on fables current in seventh 
century Arabia.

For most faithful Muslims ‘Isa is the only Jesus 
they know. But if one accepts this Muslim ‘Jesus’, 
then one also accepts the Qur’an: one accepts Islam. 
Belief in this ‘Isa is won at the cost of the libel that 
Jews and Christians have corrupted their scriptures, 
a charge that is without historical support. Belief in 
this ‘Isa implies that much of Christian and Jewish 
history is in fact Islamic history.

The Jesus of the gospels is the base upon which 
Christianity developed. By Islamicizing him, and 
making of him a Muslim prophet who preached the 
Qur’an, Islam destroys Christianity and takes over 
all its history. It does the same to Judaism.

In the end times as described by Muhammad, ‘Isa 
becomes a warrior who will return with his sword 
and lance. He will destroy the Christian religion and 
make Islam the only religion in all the world. Finally 
at the last judgement he will condemn Christians 
to hell for believing in the crucifixion and the 
incarnation.

This final act of the Muslim ‘Isa reflects Islam’s 
apologetic strategy in relation to Christianity, which 
is to deny the Yeshua of history, and replace him 
with a facsimile of Muhammad, so that nothing 
remains but Islam.

“The Muslim supersessionist current claims that 
the whole biblical history of Israel and Christianity is 
Islamic history, that all the Prophets, Kings of Israel 
and Judea, and Jesus were Muslims. That the People 
of the Book should dare to challenge this statement 
is intolerable arrogance for an Islamic theologian. 
Jews and Christians are thus deprived of their Holy 
Scriptures and of their salvific value.”

(Mark Durie, the author of these notes is an 
Anglican Minister at St Hilary’s Anglican Church 
Kew in Melbourne, Australia. He has published 
a book called Revelation? Do we worship the 
same God? that includes the ‘Isa material. ISBN 
0-9577905-9-7)

Continued from page 5

An IDF military chaplain leads the coffins of the two IDF soldiers,  
Ehud Golwasser and Eldad Regev, across the border at Rosh Hanikray
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Unstuck: The Aliyah Chronicles

New Zealand may elect Jewish PM

Move to Israel? Are you nuts?
I didn’t always have it in my life plan to 

move to Israel. Neither did my husband. 
In fact, growing up as secular Jews, neither 
of us grew up with Israel in the forefront 
of our minds (or even in the back, for that 
matter). Israel was a nonentity. That is until 
eight years ago when we both (separately) 
spent a year studying in Jerusalem.

It was easy to live the student’s life in 
the spiritual hot spot of the Jewish world. 
We were children, being coddled and taken 
care of as we delve deeper into our Jewish 
identities, learning Torah daily.

Dreaming of a spiritual life in Israel was 
inevitable. And then we got married and 
moved to New Jersey.

With great excitement, we stepped on 
to the wheel of life and have been going 
‘round and ‘round ever since. A new baby, 
a new job, a new apartment, a new baby, 
a new job, a new house, another baby, 
another job. And as the wheel continued 
to go ‘round and ‘round, six years passed 
before us. We became deeply entrenched 
in our lives and community, and...we hit 
status quo. It was a nice change. But then 
we stopped moving, stopped growing. Our 
feet were stuck like glue to the wheel, and 
we couldn’t seem to break free, resolving 
ourselves (subconsciously) to going around 
and around and around...

Until, on a whim (well he really had been 
thinking about it for awhile, but to me it was 
a whim), my husband said to me --

“Why not move to Israel? What are we 
doing here? We belong in Israel!”

I laughed at him, shaking my head as if to 
say, “Are you nuts?” That physical response 
was loaded with reasons why we couldn’t 
pack our bags and move to the Holy Land: 
leaving our family, lack of livelihood, 
the polarization of Israeli society, the 

educational system, security, etc.
But my husband kept on talking. His 

family had moved to Florida, and my family, 
living a few hours away, was not involved in 
our lives on a daily basis.

“It’s time to live for the future of our own 
family!” He was practically jumping up 
and down. “I could run my business from 
Israel... The children will speak Hebrew! 
They will see the land, the hills, where our 
forefathers walked. They will understand 
and see that they are connected to a great 
history, a timeline, a people. The roads will 
be empty on Yom Kippur... “ He ignored the 
other issues, mimicking what he’d heard so 
many others say, “The future of the Jewish 
people is in Eretz Yisrael!”

Bogged down in diapers and dishes, I 

could not latch on to intangible ideas. I could 
only think in practical terms. “Sweetheart, 
we don’t speak Hebrew. How will I 
communicate with my children’s teachers? 
And where would they go to school?”

“Details, my dear. Just details.” He smiled 
confidently.

We were entering our seventh year of 
marriage, and I was a bit restless. I just 
didn’t consider that a move to Israel was the 
next step.

“Honey, I’m not deciding to uproot my 
entire life and move across the world in 
one day. This requires a lot of thought.” 
While my husband fueled the dream and the 
idealism with his enthusiasm, I spent many 
months evaluating the practical matters, 
speaking to rabbis and new immigrants, as 

well as various organizations. I looked for 
people who would tell me not to go. After 
all, change is hard.

But nobody did. Our profile was solid.
And so, with a lot trust in the Almighty, I 

concluded that we had enough reasons to try 
out Israeli life (and not enough to not try it). 
What else could I say? I knew in my heart 
that Israel was a special place. No one had 
to convince me of that.

The more we both envisioned living in 
Israel as a reality, the more we realized how 
stuck we were here. In fact, a big move like 
this, with all its expected challenges and 
struggles, would certainly pull us off our 
“wheel.” While the status quo would be 
lost, we would grow into stronger people.  
I appreciated that idea.

And now, as we continue to discuss with 
some fear and indecisiveness communities 
and schools for our children, we know one 
thing for certain -- spiritually, we will grow.

As we begin our eighth year of marriage, 
we are preparing to jump off the wheel into 
the unknown. We are arranging our lives to 
move across the world to join the Jewish 
people in our homeland. We are purging our 
home of junk, planning for challenges, and 
readying ourselves for growth. We hope to 
make a little bit of history.

Israel is in the forefront of our minds.
And now, so is packing.

Author Biography: Tara Eliwatt has an MFA in 
Playwriting from Columbia University. She has written 
and directed plays in the Jewish community for the 
last six years as well as taught drama to elementary 
and high school-aged girls. Her story, “Racing for 
My Father,” was recently published in Ruchama K. 
Feuerman’s book, “Everyone Has a Story,” published 
by Judaica Press. She is moving to Israel with her 
family this August 2008.

It has fewer than 10,000 Jews, less than 0.2 percent of its 
four million inhabitants. But New Zealand is set to elect 

its third Jewish prime minister.
Opposition National Party leader John Key, whose mother 

is an Austrian Jew, is far ahead of the Labor incumbent, 
Helen Clark, in the polls.

An election may be called at any moment, but must be 
held by November 15.

Speaking to The Jerusalem Post this week, Key, who turns 
47 on August 9, said he was “not a deeply religious person,” 
but still saw himself as part of the Jewish community, and 
had an interest in Israel because of his heritage.

“If I become prime minister, I would like to visit... I am 
definitely keen to go,” Key said. It would be his first trip to 
the Jewish state.

“New Zealand has a warm relationship with Israel,” he 
said, adding that “there is quite a lot of synergy” between 
the two countries, citing their small size.

Key’s mother, Ruth Key (née Lazar), escaped the 
Holocaust as a child by fleeing to Britain. In a profile 
published in the New Zealand Herald, it was reported that 
“the person who has undoubtedly had the biggest impact on 
John Key is his mother.”

Key told the Post that “Mum didn’t practice the Jewish 
faith when I was at home, but she sometimes took me to 
synagogue, and she was always very active in the Jewish 
community.”

Ruth came to New Zealand after WWII with Key’s father, 
George, but became a single mother of three in 1969 when 
he suffered a fatal heart attack.

“I have been involved in fund-raising for Hadassah 
[Medical Organization in Israel], and we had a celebration 
for the 60th anniversary of Israel,” Key said.

According to the Herald, Key’s party has had a consistent 
20-point advantage over Labor in polls taken since August 
2007.

“We are running a very positive campaign,” Key said. 
“They are starting to look quite tired... And we have been 

leading in the polls for about 15 months now.”
Julius Vogel, a practicing Jew, served two terms as New 

Zealand’s premier in the 1870s. And Sir Francis Henry 
Dillon Bell, a non-practicing Jew and later convert to 
Christianity, became the country’s 20th prime minister in 
1925.

If Key does indeed becomes the country’s third Jewish 
premier, he says there are lessons to be adopted from the 
Israeli experience.

“We hear great things about how strong the [Israeli] 
economy is,” he said. “We are worried about the academic 
and economic performance of New Zealand and we have 
been looking at some of the things that Israelis have been 
doing with mentoring programs, hi-tech and venture 
capital.”

In reference to his views on Israel’s role in the Middle 
East, Key said, “Most New Zealanders who are aware of 
foreign politics understand the threat to Israel from Iran.” As 
prime minister, he said, he “would make the case that it is in 
the world’s interest if we could have a peaceful solution to 
the nuclear situation in Iran and North Korea.”

Before New Zealand became a British colony in 1840, 
the Jewish population numbered fewer than 30 people. 
Subsequent Jewish immigration came in four waves: from 
the United Kingdom in the 1800s, refugees from Europe in 
the 1930s and 1940s, from Britain in the 1950s, and most 
recently from Israel, South Africa and the former Soviet 
Union.

Most Jews today live in Auckland and Wellington.
(Source: The Jerusalem Post)

By Tara Eliwatt

By Jackie Len
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A message of hope for Israel and the Church

Our mission 

Christians for Israel exists to bring biblical understanding in the 
Church and among the nations concerning God’s purposes for Israel, 
and to promote comfort of Israel through prayer and action.

Our vision

Our vision is to establish a global “Christians for Israel” network 
having effective national impact, for the blessing of the nation of 
Israel, the Jewish people, the church and the nations.

Our history and values 
Christians for Israel was established in 1979 in Holland and 

Jerusalem. We have 25 years’ experience as a European-based 
ministry, which has grown out of the rich soil of the long and deep 
tradition of friendship between Holland and the Jewish people. We 
have a very deep and close bond with many people and institutions 
in Israel, at all levels of society. 

Christians for Israel have branches in the following countries: 
Netherlands; Belgium; Germany; UK; Austria; Switzerland; Italy 
(West Europe); Hungary; Romania; Ukraine Central/Eastern Europe); 
Cameroon (West Africa) and Kenya (East Africa); Singapore (South 
East Asia); Australia and New Zealand (Pacific); Canada and USA 
(Americas).

Non-denominational
Christians for Israel is a non-denominational Christ-centred 

Spirit-led movement. We represent Christians from all traditions. We 
seek to be truly ecumenical: to engage the hearts and minds of all 
members of the one body of Christ, regardless of denomination or 
Church affiliation.

Serving the Church
We strive to be a servant ministry. We seek to serve the Church, 

Israel and the nations in an attitude of humility, having the mind of 
Christ. “In essentials unity, in non-essentials liberty, in all things 
charity”. 

Biblical understanding
Christians for Israel International’s primary goal is to bring a new 

understanding amongst Christians on the unique identity and true 
calling of Israel, the Church and the nations in God’s plan of creation 
and redemption, as revealed in God’s word. as well as the prophetic 
“signs of the times” that point to the Coming of the Messiah - 
understanding God’s word in the light of the return of the Jewish 
nation to the land, and other current developments in the world, 
such as: the growth of fundamentalist Islam, increasing (Christian) 
anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism, the spirit of lawlessness in Church 
and society, and the conflict in modern Israel. 

Educational Resources
Through a range of multi-language, multi-level, multi-media 

educational materials and programs, Christians for Israel assists 
Christians to better understand God’s love and purposes for Israel, 
the nations, the Church and the world, for instance: 

Why Israel? book in over 15 languages; Why Israel? DVD 8 unit 
teaching series; Why Israel? CD series; Jerusalem in Focus DVD 
series; Israel: A Journey Through Time DVD 6 unit Documentary 
series, filmed entirely in Israel. 

Christians for Israel (C4I) representatives are available to speak in 
Churches, schools and other groups who want to know more about 

God’s purposes with Israel, and C4I organises conferences and 
seminars, as well as tours to Israel for youth, pastors/church leaders, 
and other groups - a unique opportunity to meet the people, see 
and feel the land, experience God’s love for Israel, and learn of His 
promised blessings for the Arab nations

Newspaper
The newspaper Israel & Christians Today is distributed to more 

than 200,000 addresses worldwide, and is available in 5 languages 
(English, Dutch, German, Russian and Italian)

Help the Jews come home

Christians for Israel International keep on helping Jews in the 
diaspora to make ‘aliya’. In the last 10 years C4I have assisted over 
85,000 Jews to return to the land. 

Help the Jews at home

Christians for Israel International supports a variety of 
organisations and projects in Israel, so that the Jewish people can 
become truly rooted in the land: assisting immigrants to become 
settled in the land; building caring communities; promoting 
Arab-Jewish humanitarian co-operation; fighting poverty and hunger; 
providing therapy and support for survivors of terror; educating the 
children of Israel; supporting Jewish communities in Samaria and 
Judea; supporting and encouraging Arab Christians in Israel. 

Name
Address

Phone
Email
New Zealand P.O. Box 38989, Howick, Auckland 2145
Australia P.O. Box 243, Taree NSW 2430
Canada P.O. Box 26048, Brantford, ON, Canada N3R 7X4
U.S.A. P.O. Box 1438, Chandler, Texas 75758
South East Asia Region Towner Post Office 078, 
Singapore 913223

OthER COUNtRiES: C4I International, PO Box 1100, 
3860 BC Nijkerk, Netherlands (Holland)

I WANT TO SUPPORT CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
■    Please accept my donation to bless  

Christians for Israel’s ministry
 ALiYAh
 ■ One Person
  $300 New Zealand / $300 Australia
  $200 Canada / $170 U.S.A.

 ■ One Family (5 persons)
  $1,250 New Zealand / $1,000 Australia
  $1,000 Canada / $850 U.S.A.

 ■ One Busload (25 persons)
  $6,250 New Zealand / $6,000 Australia
  $5,000 Canada / $4,250 U.S.A.

✃

Please send your cheque, payable to Christians for 
Israel, to the address applicable to you

“For Zion’s sake I will never be silent, for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till her righteousness shines out like the dawn, and her 
salvation like a blazing torch.” (Isaiah 62:1)

“For I would not, brethren, that you would be ignorant of this mystery, lest you should be wise in your own conceits: that blindness in part 
is happened to Israel, until the fullness of the Gentiles be come in. And so all Israel shall be saved. ” (Romans 11:25)

“Even so, when you see all these things, you know the time is near, right at the door” (Matthew 24:33) 
“Watch therefore, and pray always” (Luke 21:36) 


