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Prime Minister

Ehud  
Olmert
Prepares to leave office after 
handing in his resignation

Opposition leader 
Benyamin Netanyahu: 
Most popular 
candidate to  
become the next  
Prime Minister

New Kadima party 
leader Tzipi Livni: 
If she can’t form a 
coalition government, 
new elections are 
what Israel will get, 
within three months



The roots of Jerusalem! How are we to understand this? 
What are these roots, especially the spiritual roots of this 

place? It all happens at Salem, at Jerusalem. There Abraham 
meets the god-fearing Melchizedek. There Abraham gives 
him the tithe. There Abraham receives from him, God’s 
blessing. There the priest-king Melchizedek meets him with 
bread and wine. In this king-priest, Abraham recognizes the 
God who called him from paganism in Ur of the Chaldeans 
to the Promised Land. Later in this same place, Abraham is 
prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. 

In Genesis 22:1-2 we read: “…Some time later God 
tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”  “Here I 
am,” he replied. Then God said, “Take your son, your 
only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains I will tell you about...” and in verse 9: “…
When they reached the place God had told him about, 
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood…”

This is the place where the Lord repeatedly reveals 
Himself in an unusual manner. It is a place, at every turn 
in her history, that is connected with heaven. A place, a 
mountain, a spot, an area, a city with an open connection, 
an open door if you like, to heaven. The earthly and the 
heavenly Jerusalem are apparently at every turn and time 
and time again in open contact with each other.

Salem – Moriah – Zion – Earthly Jerusalem – Heavenly 
Jerusalem: Hebrews 11:8-10 states: “…By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know 
where he was going. By faith he made his home in the 
Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God…”

And verse 17 –19 states: “…By faith Abraham, when God 
tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 
the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 

Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
announced about a year ago some that he 

expects the Palestinian Authority to finally 
acknowledge Israel’s existence as a Jewish 
state. A newly arrived visitor from Mars 
might wonder why this should even be an 
issue – after all, Israel is a Jewish state. If 
the more than 55 countries that make up the 
‘Organization of the Islamic Conference’ 
are entitled to recognition as Muslim states, 
and if the 22 members of the Arab League 
are universally accepted as Arab states, why 
should anyone balk at acknowledging Israel 
as the world’s lone Jewish state?

Yet Olmert’s demand was rebuffed. Saeb 
Erekat, the senior Palestinian Authority 
negotiator, who said at the time that 
Palestinians would refuse to recognize 
Israel’s Jewish identity on the grounds that 
“it is not acceptable for a country to link its 
national character to a specific religion.” 
According to the Jerusalem Post, Erekat told 
Radio Palestine: “There is no country in the 
world where religious and national identities 
are intertwined.”

In fact, there are many countries in which 
national identity and religion are linked. 
Argentinian law mandates government 
support for the Roman Catholic faith. Queen 
Elizabeth II is the supreme governor of 
the Church of England. In the Himalayan 
kingdom of Bhutan, the constitution proclaims 
Buddhism the nation’s “spiritual heritage.” 
The Danish and Norwegian royal families 
must be members, respectively, of the Church 
of Denmark and the Church of Norway. 
“The prevailing religion in Greece,” declares 

Governor Palin, the Republican nominee for vice president, was scheduled recently to speak at a rally in Dag Hammarskjold Plaza to 
protest the appearance at the U.N. in New York of President Ahmadinejad of Iran. Her appearance was canceled by rally organizers 

who sought a nonpolitical event. Following are some of the remarks Mrs. Palin would have given:
I am honored to be with you and with leaders from across this great country — leaders from different faiths and political parties united 

in a single voice of outrage.
Tomorrow, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad will come to New York — to the heart of what he calls the Great Satan — and speak freely in this 

country whose demise he has called for.
Ahmadinejad may choose his words carefully, but underneath all of the rhetoric is an agenda that threatens all who seek a safer and freer 

world. We gather here today to highlight the Iranian dictator’s intentions and to call for action to thwart him.
He must be stopped.
The world must awake to the threat this man poses to all of us. Ahmadinejad denies that the Holocaust ever took place. He dreams of 

being an agent in a “Final Solution” — the elimination of the Jewish people. He has called Israel a “stinking corpse” that is “on its way to 
annihilation.”

Such talk cannot be dismissed as the ravings of a madman — not when Iran just this summer tested long-range Shahab-3 missiles 
capable of striking Tel Aviv, not when the Iranian nuclear program is nearing completion, and not when Iran sponsors terrorists that 
threaten and kill innocent people around the world.

The Iranian government wants nuclear weapons. The International Atomic Energy Agency reports that Iran is running at least 3,800 
centrifuges and that its uranium enrichment capacity is rapidly improving. According to news reports, U.S. intelligence agencies believe 
the Iranians may have enough nuclear material to produce a bomb within a year.
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Ahmadinejad: ‘He must be stopped’
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Mahmoud Abbas and Ehud Olmert

With the official resignation of Israeli 
Prime Minister Ehud Olmert on 

September 21, the leading Kadima party 
is now headed by Foreign Minister Tzipi 
Livni, who has been appointed by President 
Shimon Peres to try to put together a 
coalition to run the government. If she 
cannot, new elections are on the horizon 
and opposition leader Benyamin Netanyahu 
remains more popular than the Kadima 
candidate in most polls and may defeat her 
to become the next Prime Minister.

In the meantime, the embattled outgoing 
PM Olmert  is accelerating negotiations with 
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud 
Abbas, offering to give much of the biblical 
lands of Judea and Samaria (Westbank) to 
the PA, and to divide Jerusalem.

This in spite of recent Israeli polls showing 
only 28% of Israelis support the ‘land for 
peace’ formula. A July 2008 Maagar Mohot 
Survey Institute poll shows that nearly 73% 
of Jerusalem’s residents (including Israeli 
Arabs) oppose the division of the city with 
physical barriers, as opposed to only 27% 
who would be willing to support it (Israeli 
Arabs comprise roughly 30% of Jerusalem’s 
population), and an October 2007 poll showed 
that a clear majority of Jewish Israelis – 59 
percent to 33 percent – oppose Israel handing 
over to the PA various Arab neighbourhoods 
in the eastern half of Jerusalem. 

Other 2007 polls found 68 percent of 
Israelis oppose withdrawing from the Golan 
Heights, 53 percent oppose withdrawals 
from Judea and Samaria, in both cases, 
even in return for a ‘real peace’, and 72 
percent of Israelis oppose uprooting Jewish 
communities in Judea and Samaria, while 58 
percent oppose it.

Morton A. Klein, the National President 
of the Zionist Organization of America 
(ZOA), said, “Has Prime Minister Olmert 
learned nothing from the disastrous 2005 
Gaza withdrawal or from any of the other 
negotiated withdrawals under Oslo, all 
of which led to the same thing: bringing 
Palestinian terrorism into the Israeli 
heartland, rendering Israelis more vulnerable 
and less secure than before? He does not 
appear to have realized that the conflict 
with the Palestinians is not over territory 
or resources, but over Israel ‘s existence, 

as it has always been. Giving up territory, 
therefore, will not solve the problem – it will 
worsen it.

“It is astonishing too that these moves 
can be undertaken by a government that is 
supposed to be transitional, in which its leader 
is imminently standing down and at a time 
when new elections are likely to be held”. 

Transportation Minister Shaul Mofaz 
said it would be wrong to reach agreements 
with the Palestinians on the core issues of 
the conflict while Olmert’s government is 
teetering.

“At this time of change in the government, 
we must not reach agreements on the 
core issues in negotiations with the 
Palestinians,”.

“Anything that is decided now is very 
problematic, because it is happening before 
the change in the government and against the 
background of instability on the Palestinian 
side.”

Recently Ehud Olmert said “The vision of 
a greater Israel no longer exists,” referring to 
the Bible prophecies that indicate the God of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has promised the 
holy land to the Jewish people and chosen 
the city of Jerusalem to be His own special 
city, the capital of the Jewish nation. Olmert 
dismisses Bible believers as “delusional.” 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
promptly predicted Israel won’t survive for 

long, saying, “while some say the idea of 
Greater Israel has expired, I say the idea of a 
Lesser Israel has expired, too.”

Hezbollah leader Sheikh Nasrallah said 
Hizbullah was responsible for “pounding the 
last nail in the coffin of ‘Greater Israel’… 
The victories of 2000 and 2006 destroyed 
the dream of a vast Israeli power,” he said, 
referring to Israel’s retreats from Southeren 
Lebanon. “Today, we face ‘Mediocre Israel.’”

The question now is whether Tzipi 
Livni shares Olmert’s ideological and 
emotional exhaustion and the policies that 
emanate from such fatigue now that she has 
(narrowly) won the Kadima primaries and is 
in position to perhaps become Israel’s next 
Prime Minister. 

Best-selling author Joel C. Rosenberg says 
in his article ‘Heading to the Epicenter’: 
“Does Livni shares Olmert’s opinion? 
Does she believe Jews and Christians who 
believe the God of Israel gave Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria to the Jewish people are 
“delusional”? Does she believe the prophetic 
vision of a “Greater Israel” is dead? Will 
Livni thus try to give away Judea and 
Samaria? Will she try to divide Jerusalem? 
Will she try to give away the strategically 
Golan Heights? Will she try to appease Iran, 
Syria, Hezbollah and Hamas? Or will she 
confront Israel’s enemies and do everything 
necessary to neutralize Iran’s nuclear threat? 
It is too soon to say.”

Christian Arab-American journalist Joseph 
Farah, a former Middle East correspondent, 
gives his perspective on the “land-for-peace 
deal” in his article ‘Israel tries to divide 
God’s miracle land’: “It’s not Israel’s land to 
give away. It’s God’s holy land. Just because 
most Israelis, and perhaps even most Jews 
worldwide, are secular-minded souls, 
self-conscious about being “God’s chosen 
people,” doesn’t mean you can take the land 
that you were given miraculously and throw 
it away. The land can’t be divided. It can’t 
even be sold or exchanged (Ezekiel 48:14). 
But worse, the Israelis are giving it away 
to their enemies – and, quite frankly, the 
enemies of God. 

God did not have Moses part the Red 
Sea for this. He did not bring His people 
out of Egypt for this. And He certainly did 
not perform His biggest miracle of all – 

regathering the Jews 2,000 years after their 
dispersion and recreating the forgotten land 
of Israel – to see it frittered away like this.

Who says the rebirth of Israel is bigger 
than the Exodus? God does. This is a miracle 
that took place 60 years ago – and it was 
bigger, in God’s eyes, than the parting of the 
Red Sea, than the manna from heaven, than 
the giving of the law on Mount Sinai, than 
the walls tumbling down at Jericho.

It is God’s land (Jeremiah 3:18).  It wasn’t 
the United Nations that gave Israel the land. 
It wasn’t Israel’s military prowess that 
delivered the land. It wasn’t the hard work 
of the Zionists that made it happen. It was 
foreordained. It was God’s work. And He 
didn’t entrust His land because He wanted to 
give it away to non-believers.

Do I disagree with what Israel is doing? 
Yes.

Do I believe Israel is performing a great 
evil? Yes.

Do I believe Israel will face dire 
consequences as a result? Yes.

But it doesn’t matter what I believe. What 
matters is what God says.”

 What can we do when we see all these 
things happening with God’s land and even 
with Jerusalem – the capital city of God’s 
chosen people, the ancestral home of David, 
the location of the temple, and above all the 
earthly dwelling place of God? 

The only thing we can do is to love and 
support Israel and the Jews, even as the 
leader of the nation(s) hurry to try to make 
a name for themselves at the expense of 
God’s people. There is nothing we can do to 
change things but pray, pray, pray. Pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem, for the coming again 
of the Messiah. 

No matter what, God is in control of 
history and in His appointed time His glory 
is coming back to Israel. “O Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets 
and stones those who are sent to it! How 
often would I have gathered your children 
together as a hen gathers her broodss under 
her wings, and you would not! See, your 
house is left to you desolate. For I tell you, 
you will not see me again, until you say, 
‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord.’” (Matthew 23:37-39)

What matters is
what God says... 

By Henk Kamsteeg
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The roots of Jerusalem! How are we to understand this? 
What are these roots, especially the spiritual roots of this 

place? It all happens at Salem, at Jerusalem. There Abraham 
meets the god-fearing Melchizedek. There Abraham gives 
him the tithe. There Abraham receives from him, God’s 
blessing. There the priest-king Melchizedek meets him with 
bread and wine. In this king-priest, Abraham recognizes the 
God who called him from paganism in Ur of the Chaldeans 
to the Promised Land. Later in this same place, Abraham is 
prepared to sacrifice his son Isaac. 

In Genesis 22:1-2 we read: “…Some time later God 
tested Abraham. He said to him, “Abraham!”  “Here I 
am,” he replied. Then God said, “Take your son, your 
only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of 
Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of 
the mountains I will tell you about...” and in verse 9: “…
When they reached the place God had told him about, 
Abraham built an altar there and arranged the wood on it. 
He bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of 
the wood…”

This is the place where the Lord repeatedly reveals 
Himself in an unusual manner. It is a place, at every turn 
in her history, that is connected with heaven. A place, a 
mountain, a spot, an area, a city with an open connection, 
an open door if you like, to heaven. The earthly and the 
heavenly Jerusalem are apparently at every turn and time 
and time again in open contact with each other.

Salem – Moriah – Zion – Earthly Jerusalem – Heavenly 
Jerusalem: Hebrews 11:8-10 states: “…By faith Abraham, 
when called to go to a place he would later receive as his 
inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know 
where he was going. By faith he made his home in the 
Promised Land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived 
in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him 
of the same promise. For he was looking forward to the city 
with foundations, whose architect and builder is God…”

And verse 17 –19 states: “…By faith Abraham, when God 
tested him, offered Isaac as a sacrifice. He who had received 
the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son, 

even though God had said to him, “It is through Isaac that 
your offspring will be reckoned.” Abraham reasoned that 
God could raise the dead, and figuratively speaking, he did 
receive Isaac back from death…”

What comes through loud and clear is that the ‘heavenly’ 
Jerusalem and the earthly Jerusalem are completely involved 
with each other. And that is the way it should be. The roots 
of the earthly Jerusalem lie, as it were, in the heavenly 
Jerusalem. When that spiritual relationship is present 
and functioning, then Jerusalem reaches her real destiny. 
Through Melchizedek, Abraham begins to understand that 
this spot has a unique place in the revelation of God. There, 
on Mount Moriah, the Lord provides a lamb/ram/sheep that 
is sacrificed in the place of Isaac. Hundreds of years later, 

David understands that this is the place where the Name 
of the Lord will dwell, and there his son Solomon builds 
the temple. There, in that temple, it is where His parents 
present Jesus before the Lord. There, in that same temple, 
the 12-year old boy Jesus soaks in the things of His Father. 
There, in Jerusalem, during the Feast of Tabernacles, He 
completely reveals Himself, John 7. There, He does His 
entry riding on a foal of a donkey as the King of Peace 
There it is also that the Lord Jesus Christ establishes the 
New Covenant during the Passover meal with His Jewish 
friends. The signs of this new covenant are His broken body 
and poured out blood. There stands His cross. There the 
resurrection takes place. From there, He ascends into heaven 
and there from heaven He shall return. Again His feet will 
stand on the Mount of Olives, which is on the Eastside 
of Jerusalem. There it is where at Pentecost, the feast of 
Shavuot, the Holy Sprit is poured out. From there, from out 
of Zion, the law will one day go forth and the Word of the 
Lord into all the world and subsequently the nations will 
train for war no more. And finally, this is where one day the 
Holy City, the heavenly Jerusalem will come down out of 
heaven from God and the dwelling of God will be with men 
and God will be all in all.

For over 100 years now, the Jews have been busy returning 
here, after their almost 2000 years of worldwide exile. City, 
nation and land are being prepared for God’s future, and for 
His great revelation to Israel. 

They are being prepared for the Coming of His Kingdom 
and the King of that Kingdom, who will come to make all 
things forever new.

In short: the roots of the true earthly Jerusalem are in 
the heavenly Jerusalem. Her origin is of old, of the days of 
eternity. Only when these roots of Jerusalem procure their 
life-giving sap will she as God’s city answer to the purpose 
to which she has been chosen: to be the place where the 
LORD will make His Name to dwell in order that from there 
His blessings may fill His entire creation. God Almighty 
has His own special relationship with this place on earth:  
the place where His Name would and will dwell!

Israel Prime Minister Ehud Olmert 
announced about a year ago some that he 

expects the Palestinian Authority to finally 
acknowledge Israel’s existence as a Jewish 
state. A newly arrived visitor from Mars 
might wonder why this should even be an 
issue – after all, Israel is a Jewish state. If 
the more than 55 countries that make up the 
‘Organization of the Islamic Conference’ 
are entitled to recognition as Muslim states, 
and if the 22 members of the Arab League 
are universally accepted as Arab states, why 
should anyone balk at acknowledging Israel 
as the world’s lone Jewish state?

Yet Olmert’s demand was rebuffed. Saeb 
Erekat, the senior Palestinian Authority 
negotiator, who said at the time that 
Palestinians would refuse to recognize 
Israel’s Jewish identity on the grounds that 
“it is not acceptable for a country to link its 
national character to a specific religion.” 
According to the Jerusalem Post, Erekat told 
Radio Palestine: “There is no country in the 
world where religious and national identities 
are intertwined.”

In fact, there are many countries in which 
national identity and religion are linked. 
Argentinian law mandates government 
support for the Roman Catholic faith. Queen 
Elizabeth II is the supreme governor of 
the Church of England. In the Himalayan 
kingdom of Bhutan, the constitution proclaims 
Buddhism the nation’s “spiritual heritage.” 
The Danish and Norwegian royal families 
must be members, respectively, of the Church 
of Denmark and the Church of Norway. 
“The prevailing religion in Greece,” declares 

Section II of the Greek Constitution, “is that 
of the Eastern Orthodox Church of Christ.”

In no region of the world do countries so 
routinely link their national character to a 
specific religion as in the Muslim Middle 
East. The flag of Saudi Arabia features 
the shahada – the Islamic declaration of 
faith – in white Arabic script on a green 
background; on the Iranian flag, the Islamic 
phrase “Allahu Akbar” (“God is great”) 
appears 22 times. And then there is Erekat’s 
own Palestinian Authority, whose Basic 
Law provides in Article 4 that “Islam is the 
official religion in Palestine” and that “the 
principles of Islamic sharia shall be the main 
source of legislation.”

Clearly, then, Erekat and the Palestinian 

Authority do not refuse to accept Israel’s 
legitimacy as a Jewish state out of some 
principled opposition to linking national and 
religious identity. 

So why won’t the leaders of the Palestinian 
Authority acknowledge the obvious – 
that Israel is the Jewish state? The Jewish 
connection to Palestine is a matter not just 
of rich historical fact, but of international 
law. When the League of Nations entrusted 
Britain with the Mandate for Palestine 
in 1922, it expressly recognized “the 
historical connection of the Jewish people 
with Palestine” and the rightfulness of 
“reconstituting their national home in that 
country.” By that point, Britain had already 
transferred 80 percent of historic Palestine 
to Arab rule – today’s Muslim kingdom of 
Jordan. All that remained for a Jewish state 
was the residual 20 percent (and even that 
was later subdivided). But there, at least, it 
was clear that the Jewish community was “in 
Palestine as of right and not on sufferance,” 
as Winston Churchill underscored at the time.

Eighty-five years later, that small sliver of 
the Middle East is home to nearly half the 
world’s Jews. If that isn’t a Jewish state, 
what is?

Yet all this is beside the point. The 
refusal of the Palestinian Authority, and 
for that matter most of the Arab world, to 
acknowledge Israel as a legitimate Jewish 
state isn’t a denial of reality; it is a sign of 
their determination to undo that reality. Like 
Arab leaders going back a century, they seek 
to live not in peace with the Jewish state, 
but in place of the Jewish state. Olmert did 

show up at the Annapolis Summit bearing 
Palestinian sovereignty on a silver platter, 
with half of Jerusalem thrown in for good 
measure. He did not walk away with peace. 
On the contrary: He intensified the Arab 
determination to replace the world’s one 
Jewish state with a 23rd Arab state.

The key to Arab-Israeli peace is not 
Palestinian statehood. It is to compel 
the Arab world to abandon its dream of 
liquidating Israel. As a matter of national 
self-respect, Olmert should repeat his 
demand that the Palestinians acknowledge 
Israel’s Jewish identity – and make it 
nonnegotiable. If Israel cannot insist even 
on so fundamental a point of honor, it has 
already lost more than it knows.

(Source: The Boston Globe)
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The verbal attacks and boycott calls by a variety of 
Western Protestant, mainly liberal, denominations, as 

well as the World Council of Churches, have raised new 
interest in the origins of Christian anti-Semitism and in 
particular its Protestant version. 

Among the Protestants’ founding fathers, Martin Luther 
was particularly anti-Semitic. His writings were precursors 
of twentieth-century National Socialist texts. Adolf Hitler, 
Joseph Goebbels, and Julius Streicher gladly quoted from 
Luther’s works, even if he never recommended the physical 
destruction of the Jews. Luther did, however, advise burning 
synagogues in honor of God and Christianity, confiscating 
Jewish books, and expelling Jews from Christian countries. 
In 1985 the World Federation of Lutheran Churches 
distanced itself from these statements of Luther. 

Other sixteenth-century Protestant reformers such as 
John Calvin, Ulrich Zwingli, and Philipp Melanchton also 
considered Judaism archaic but were against drawing 
operational conclusions from this. Another reformer, Martin 
Butzer, took a more favorable position toward the Jews. 

In the current anti-Israel positions of liberal Western 
churches nontheological influences are probably more 
important. Blaming Jews is for many of them a question of 
their own spiritual welfare and of avoiding a look in the 
mirror. 

Churches have taught antipathy to Jews for two thousand 
years. It is mistaken to think this can be overturned in a few 
decades. The new expressions of Christian hatred toward 
Israel reflect deep psychological processes. 

“For several decades there has been in many Jewish 
circles the impression that Christian anti-Semitism was 
declining and would fade away in the course of a generation 
or two. This perception stemmed mainly from the major 
post-Holocaust policy change by the Roman Catholic 
Church in its attitude toward the Jews. 

“The last three years have seen attacks and boycott calls 
against Israel by several Western Protestant denominations 
and the World Council of Churches. These aggressions raise 
new interest in the origins of Christian anti-Semitism and in 
particular its Protestant version. This requires re-exploring 
the positions toward the Jews of major sixteenth-century 
Protestant Reformers such as Martin Luther and John 
Calvin.” 

Luther’s Anti-Semitic Writings 

Prof. Hans Jansen explains: “Among the Protestants’ 
founding fathers, Martin Luther was particularly 
anti-Semitic. The Protestant tradition had not paid much 
attention to these texts and their existence came as quite 

a shock to many believers. I was one of the first who 
published about Luther’s anti-Semitic writings. 

“In 1985 the World Federation of Lutherans distanced 
itself from Luther’s anti-Semitic texts, claiming one had 
to understand them in the spirit of his time. They said 
Luther was disappointed that the Jews did not convert 
to Christianity, but this did not excuse his writing such 
anti-Semitic works.” 

Jansen observes: “No other important Catholic or 
Protestant theologian throughout the centuries who wrote 
major works of exegesis had as many horrible things to 
say about the Jews as Luther. His anti-Semitism is fully 
interwoven with his exegesis of the Hebrew Bible. I 
sometimes ask Protestant theologians, ‘What do you think, 
for instance, of his 1543 book From the Jews and Their 
Lies?’ They often answer: ‘I really don’t know it.’ This is 
despite its being one of his important works.” 

Promoting Discriminatory Action 

“Luther’s thoughts were abused by the Nazis. However 
anti-Semitic he was, Luther never preached that the Jews 
should be destroyed. Julius Streicher based himself on 
Luther as his great master. Also Adolf Hitler and Joseph 
Goebbels gladly quoted from his works. 

“Luther in his latter days was a rabid anti-Semite who 
promoted extreme discriminatory action against the Jews. 
Initially, in 1523, he had written a book that was relatively 
friendly to the Jews titled Jesus Was a Born Jew. Never 
before had a European theologian considered Jesus a Jew, 
which was major heresy. To give a book such a title was thus 
extraordinary. 

“Luther wrote there that if the Christian mission among 
the Jews had failed for so many centuries, it was for obvious 
reasons. The Roman Catholic Church did not have much to 
offer. He claimed he was returning to the pure gospel of the 
New Testament and that the Catholic Church did not follow 
this. 

In his book Luther wrote: “I’ll show from the Bible which 
reasons I have to believe that Christ was a Jew born from a 
virgin. Perhaps I shall thereby bring a number of Jews to the 
Christian religion. But our fools, popes, bishops, sophists, 
and monks have until this moment treated the Jews in such 
a way that to become a good Christian, one should have 
become a Jew. 

“Had I been a Jew and seen how such idiots and fools lead 
and teach the Christian tradition, I would have preferred to 
be a pig rather than a Christian. They have treated the Jews 
as if they were dogs and not people. They have not done 
anything for them other than curse them and expropriate 
their wealth. When the Jews whom they converted saw 
clearly that Judaism had such a strong basis in the Bible, 
whereas Catholic Christianity was pure nonsense not based 
on the Bible, how could they pacify their hearts and become 
truly good Christians?

“Luther thus thought that once confronted with the 
authentic gospel, the Jews would accept it. He wrote this 
initial book with the intention that the Jews would convert to 
Christianity.” 

Comparable to Twentieth-Century  
Anti-Semitic Texts

“By 1638 Luther wrote a letter ‘Against the Sabbatists.’ In 
it he strongly attacked Christians who had become Jews. He 
proclaimed to those Christians who believed in the role of 

the Messiah and the Sabbath, that Moses’ law had already 
lost its validity fifteen centuries ago. He added that if Jews 
wished to practice Moses’ law they should also establish a 
state in Palestine, which would never happen due to a divine 
promise. 

“By the time he wrote his anti-Semitic book about the 
lies of the Jews, Luther was disappointed that the Jews had 
not converted. He now expressed himself in the same way 
as twentieth-century National Socialist texts would do and 
spiced his book with many defamatory remarks.

“He stated, for instance, that no people were as thirsty 
for money as Jews. If a Christian met a Jew in daily life, 
he should make the sign of the cross because a live devil 
was standing before one. Jews, Luther asserted, dominated 
Christians and had more power in Christian society than 
they had in the times of David and Solomon.” 

Burning Synagogues 

“Luther wrote: ‘What should we Christians do with this 
cursed and rejected race of the Jews? They live among us 
and we know that they lie, slander, and curse. We cannot 
support them if we do not want to share in their lies, 
curses, and slander. We must, full of prayer and respectful 
religiosity, exercise a merciful severity.’ 

“He recommended: 
Let me give you my honest advice. In the first place the 

synagogue should be burned and what doesn’t burn must 
be covered with mud. This must be done in honor of God 
and Christianity so that God can see that we are Christians 
and we do not just have patience or approve that his Son 
and Christians will be publicly subjected to lies, curses, and 
slander. 

In the second place, their houses must be broken down and 
destroyed. They must be housed in stalls like Gypsies so that 
they are aware that they are not masters in our country as 
they proudly declare, but poor prisoners as they incessantly 
complain before their God. Third, their books must be taken 
away. Fourth, their rabbis must be forbidden to give lessons 
on punishment of death. Fifth, they are not to be allowed to 
move freely. Let them stay at home. Sixth, they should not 
be allowed to take interest. The money one takes from them 
must be devoted to helping a Jew who is baptized. Seventh, 
they must be put to work very hard. 

Jansen notes that Luther ends by saying: “Honorable rulers 
and noblemen who have Jews in your country: if this advice 
doesn’t suit you try and find something better so that we all 
will be liberated from this unbearable, devilish burden, the 
Jews.” Jansen adds: “The above passages are far from the 
worst Luther wrote about the Jews. He also accuses them 
of wanting to kill Christians, ritual murders, and poisoning 
wells. 

“Another reformer, Justus Jonas, translated the book into 
Latin. One bookseller alone-in the sixteenth century-ordered 
as many as five thousand copies to fill orders from Italy and 
France.” 

The Lutherans: Distance and Silence 

Jansen observes: “Luther was only a reformer in the sense 
that he split off from the Roman Catholic Church, didn’t 
recognize the pope anymore, abandoned celibacy, and so 
forth. As far as the Jews are concerned he just copied the 
main medieval anti-Jewish writings. Luther adopted the 
idea that one should not leave the Jews in Christian society 
in peace, but put them in a ghetto. He also embraced the 
decisions of the Fourth Lateran Council, for instance, that 
the Jews had to wear specific clothing, such as a distinctive 
red or yellow sign, a hat, and so forth. 

“From his theology it is clear that Luther was very 
anti-Semitic. Because the World Federation of Lutherans 
distanced itself from his words in 1985, one can no longer 
claim that Luther’s theological anti-Semitism has much 
currency among Lutherans. On the other hand, if one is a 
Lutheran, the psychological influence of the denomination’s 
founder is still there. Probably, besides Jesus, more works 
have been written about Luther than anybody else. 

“His anti-Semitism remains largely a taboo subject for 
Lutherans. In my scholarly career I have observed how 
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difficult it is for people who have much admiration for 
Luther to be confronted with his unpleasant side. (The same 
is true for those who admire Erasmus, who made rabid 
anti-Semitic remarks as well.)

“Lutherans say something like ‘we shouldn’t really 
discuss this.’ People feel that it threatens their theological 
construct. In my opinion, this silence is dangerous. One gets 
a false picture of a person if one leaves aside such important 
developments in his life.” 

Jansen points to a contrast: “What is so extraordinary and 
fascinating in the Hebrew Bible is that the greatest people 
are portrayed in all their humanity, including their failings. 
It is a shortcoming of most national histories that they 
concentrate on extolling rulers, heroes, or generals without 
paying attention to their human aspects. Many Lutherans 
wrongly claim that as they have distanced themselves from 
the anti-Semitic texts, this chapter of history should be closed. 

“I am thus particularly happy that in 2005 a Dutch Jewish 
scholar devoted his doctoral thesis at the University of the 
Reformed Church in Brussels to an analysis of Luther’s 
anti-Semitic works.”  

Calvin 

“The theology of the other major church reformer, John 
Calvin, did not differ from Luther’s anti-Jewishness. He 
considered that since the Christian church had come into 
existence, the Jewish people had become an anachronism, 
other than as potential Christians. Calvin propounds the 
‘verus Israel’ concept: the church is the new authentic Israel. 
No place is left for the Jewish religion. 

“Calvin’s rejection of Israel as a people went even further 
than more ancient theologians. He called the Jews ‘mad 
dogs,’ ‘beasts,’ and ‘animals.’ Yet whereas Luther accuses the 
Jews of ritual murder, one does not find such demonization 
in Calvin’s texts and his operational conclusions are 
radically different. He says it is totally against the gospels to 
persecute the Jews in any way.  

“In Calvin’s view, Christianity’s heritage, both in this life 
and in the hereafter, is due to the greatest son the Jewish 
people ever produced. Christianity owes everything to Jesus 
of Nazareth and thus should be grateful to the Jews. 

“Calvin’s approach has had a major influence, for instance, 
on many Dutch Protestants. They always had a high opinion 
of Jews, saying they could not have been Christians if there 
had not been Jews. From this trend has come Christians for 
Israel International, who are great supporters of Israel. They 
invest in projects in Israel and help Russian Jews finance 
their emigration to it. Such activity has its origins in Calvin’s 
teachings.” 

The Other Reformers 

“Among the other Protestant reformers, Ulrich Zwingli 
also adhered to the official church theology on Judaism. 
He interpreted the Jews’ dispersion all over the world as a 
divine punishment for Jesus’ crucifixion. Zwingli did not, 
however, expect the Jews to convert, and believed that many 

ceremonies of the papacy and its military power derived 
from Jewish influences. 

“Philipp Melanchthon’s views were very close to 
Calvin’s. He also considered the Jews and their practices 
as anachronisms. A very different position was taken by 
Martin Butzer. He was one of the first in Christian Europe to 
oppose the organized mission among Jews. Butzer thought 
Christians should set a good example to the Jews and should 
mainly give them help and love. He added that if Christians 
wanted Jews to convert to Christianity, they should first 
‘convert’ themselves.” 

Jansen remarks: “Substitution theology has been the greatest 
error in the history of the Christian churches. This was the 
belief that Christians had replaced the Jews in the covenant 
with God, entailing the false claim that Jesus was the founder 
of a new religion. This theology has largely been abandoned.” 

Accusations Based on Prejudices 

“The ongoing confrontation with this past is important 
because if you try to repress a thought it comes back. In 
1981, after a public discussion, a very smart philosopher 
came over to me and said that he had liked my book. Yet he 
added, ‘You have shown that the Jews over the ages have 
been blamed for almost everything. It seems that in the 
future they will also be subject to new accusations. If these 
have been so constant and massive, much of it must be true.’ 

“We agreed that we should have a lengthy discussion 
session. I said that having read my book in detail, he knew 
that Jews had been suspected of hundreds of things over the 
ages. I had not found a single verifiable charge. He admitted 
that God’s murder could not be verified, nor could the charge 
of murdering children. We went through the accusations and 
he acknowledged that there was no proof that Jews were 
rapists, traitors, or conspirators. 

“I concluded that all one could say was that Jews were 
human like anybody else. There were good and bad 
Christians, good and bad Dutchmen, good and bad Jews. All 
accusations against the Jews resulted from prejudices.” 

Jansen observes: “Elie Wiesel told me that he never talked 
with anti-Semites because all arguments only confirmed 
their prejudices. In his view the only solution was to educate 
people in school before they had been infected.” 

What Influence on the Present? 

Jansen wonders to what extent the reformers’ anti-Jewish 
theology and Luther’s legacy influence the present anti-Israel 
attitudes of Protestant denominations. He thinks they play a 
role, but that other influences are more important. 

“Simon Wiesenthal told me after the Lebanon War in 
1982 that it was becoming fashionable to call Israel racist 
and fascist. He pointed out, already at that stage, that it 
gives Germans double pleasure to call Jews fascists. On the 
one hand, they can give National Socialism a less horrible 
face because apparently all people including the Jews tend 
to fascism and racism. On the other hand, they can portray 
the Jews as particularly wicked people who espouse fascism 
despite having undergone it themselves. 

“For Germans and Austrians, the question as to whether 
the Israelis had committed war crimes was not one of rational 
judgment-as it would be regarding British, French, or Dutch 
troops-but rather a question of their own spiritual welfare. 

“Only this can explain how, together with the rest of the 
European press, the German and Austrian media fell all over 
the Sabra and Shatila massacre. Here one could manipulate 
the facts. The Germans had massively killed defenseless 
civilians. The Jews supposedly had done the same when 
given the chance. I’d be surprised if a poll showed that as 
many as 10 percent of the European population know that 
in Sabra and Shatila the murderers were Christian Lebanese 
and not Israelis. In the Second Intifada, many Europeans 
wanted to view the Palestinians as ‘new Jews’ and thereby 
finally forget the Shoah victims.” 

The Churches’ Deafening Silence 

“What shocks me is that throughout the Second Intifada, 
I haven’t heard a prominent Christian leader or politician 
explicitly condemn the anti-Semitism in Arab countries. 
That can only be explained by the European desire for 
psychological liberation from the past. 

“The best one could hear from the previous pope or the 
World Council of Churches were some general nonexplicit 
remarks. There is still much discussion of the silence of 
Pope Pius XII during the Holocaust. He did not come out 
openly against the persecution of the Jews. 

“The same is true today regarding the Roman Catholic 
Church and Protestant churches. The World Council 
of Churches has not explicitly condemned the suicide 
bombings in Israel. There is a deafening silence, which is 
probably the main source on which the boycott attempts 
feed. It is an expression of anti-Semitism, which as always 
says much more about the anti-Semites than it will ever say 
about the Jews.” 

Muslim Anti-Semitism 

Jansen says this was his major motivation for writing 
his much-read book of over a thousand pages on Muslim 
anti-Semitism. “There is still a taboo in Europe about 
Islamic anti-Semitism. The EU intended to conceal the first 
report of the European Monitoring Centre on Racism and 
Xenophobia (EUMC)-it was leaked after many months-
because it also exposed some of the major anti-Semitism of 
European Muslims. It still is not mentioned in Europe that 
European Muslims are incited by speeches from imams in 
Gaza and the West Bank. 

“Al-Manar in Lebanon is the most anti-Semitic television 
station I am aware of. It is even worse than those in Egypt, a 
very anti-Semitic country. Entire generations in the Muslim 
world may have been lost because they have been infected 
by prejudices. What makes it even worse in the Muslim 
world is the state anti-Semitism that injects hatred into the 
education system. 

“In Europe many Muslims regularly watch Al Jazeera, 
which also is anti-Semitic. Fear of Muslim retaliation 
affects European attitudes. That was why many in the 
European Union did not want the first EUMC report to be 
published. In the Netherlands, for instance, Middle Eastern 
anti-Semitism has been adopted by substantial parts of the 
Dutch originating from Morocco, and both fear and taboo 
play a part in failing to confront them with it.” 

Jansen notes that in his recent book he quotes politicians, 
academics, journalists, and teachers in the Arab countries 
surrounding Israel on what they think about the Jewish 
state. For many Europeans, this makes extremely unpleasant 
reading. Through the mirror of the Arab inciters and haters, 
they see what they themselves have been and still are. 
Jansen points out that one Dutch publisher did not want 
to publish his book, not because he thought it would not 
sell but because he was afraid. As far as the churches are 
concerned, he concludes: “For two thousand years they have 
been taught not to like Jews. It is mistaken to think this can 
be overturned in a few decades. The new expressions of 
Christian hatred toward Israel reflect deep psychological 
processes. On the other hand, out of Christianity’s positive 
tendencies toward Judaism come Christian and Evangelical 
support for Israel.” 

Prof. Hans Jansen taught history from 1990 to 2000 at the Flemish Free 
University in Brussels and since 2002 teaches at the Simon Wiesenthal 
Institute in Brussels. He also has lectured at the Free University in 
Amsterdam. He has prepared radio programs for the Dutch radio, among 
others, on the Christian roots of anti-Semitism. His major book is Christian 
Theology after Auschwitz. His other books, all in Dutch, include Diagnosis 
of Racism and Anti-Semitism in Europe (1994), The Christian Origin of 
Racist Hatred of Jews (1995), The Pope and the Persecution of the Jews: 
John Paul Rewrites History (1998), and From Hatred of Jews to Suicide 
Terrorism (2006). 
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“Thou shalt not steal”
Most religious Jews thought, and still 

think, that Jew and Gentile will not 
be united in one spiritual family in this 
age. Paul received a revelation: Since the 
Messianic age began when Jesus died, 
rose and ascended to heaven, the universal 
spiritual family also began:

“For I tell you that Christ has become 
a servant of the Jews on behalf of God’s 
truth, to confirm the promises made to 
the patriarchs so that the Gentiles may 
glorify God for His mercy, as it is written: 
“Therefore I will praise you among the 
Gentiles; I will sing hymns to Your name” 
(Ps. 18:49). Again it says, “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with His people” [Deut. 32:43]. 
And again, “Praise the Lord, all you 
Gentiles, and sing praises to Him, all you 
peoples” [Ps. 117:1]” (Rom. 15:8-11).

This is so important! Paul found the 
“mystery of the Church” hidden in Old 
Testament passages that spoke of the 
Gentiles and Israel, not Israel alone. He 
didn’t simply take Israel’s precious promises 
and prophecies and say, “Now this means 
the Church!” No. He quoted Deuteronomy: 
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people.”  Yet 
the largely Gentile Church has seemed to 
read these words as if they said, “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, in place of His people.”

Yes, Gentile believers, as well as Jewish 
believers, are the spiritual people of God. 
But all Jews are the natural people of God. 
And the Church has taken away God’s 
promises to the Jews.

What is one of the Church’s verses of 
protection?

“No weapon forged against you will 
prevail, and you will refute every tongue 
that accuses you. This is the heritage of 
the servants of the LORD, and this is their 
vindication from Me,” declares the LORD 
(Is. 54:17).

Now, all believers have the right to apply 
this verse to themselves. The end of the 
passage makes that clear. The church as a 
whole can “claim” it. But no believer has the 
right to steal this promise from its rightful 
owner: Jerusalem!

Jerusalem? Yes! The promise starts in 
verse 11: “O afflicted city, lashed by storms 
and not comforted, I will build you with 
stones of turquoise, your foundations with 
sapphires.” God is speaking to a city. “If 
anyone does attack you, it will not be My 
doing; whoever attacks you will surrender 
to you (54:15).

Although the word “city” does not occur 
in the Hebrew of Isaiah 54, the recipient 
of these comforting words is addressed 
throughout in the feminine because “city” in 
Hebrew is feminine!

Here is another verse the Church has 
stolen:

“Can a mother forget the baby at her 
breast and have no compassion on the child 
she has borne? Though she may forget, I 
will not forget you (Is. 49:15).

Thank God for His faithfulness. He will 
not forget us! Neither will He forget the 
original recipient of this promise: Zion!

“But Zion said, ‘The LORD has forsaken 
me, the LORD has forgotten me’” (49:14). 
God says absolutely not: “See, I have 
engraved you on the palms of My hands, 
your walls are ever before me” (49:16). 
He’s talking to a city again! (The Hebrew is 
feminine, too.)

Of course, Zion doesn’t refer only to the 
literal city of David. It represents the nation 
as whole. As “mother Jerusalem” went, so 
went the nation. That much is understood. 
And in a secondary sense, Zion can apply to 
all the people of God. But as people of God, 
let’s be godly people. “Thou shalt not steal,” 
He says. It is enough that the Church can 
embrace these glorious promises and partake 
in their nourishing sap. Why try to steal them 
entirely? How does that benefit the Church? 
Can’t believers be secure enough to share?

In Isaiah 60: 1-2, the prophet says:

“Arise, shine, for your light has come, and 
the glory of the LORD rises upon you. See, 
darkness covers the earth and thick darkness 
is over the peoples, but the LORD rises upon 
you and His glory appears over you.”

What a precious word! But who is being 
addressed? That’s right; it’s Zion again! 
(And, you guessed it, the Hebrew is feminine 
once more.)

Foreigners will rebuild your walls…Your 
gates will always stand open…The sons of 
your oppressors will coming down before 
you; all you despise you will bow down at 
your feet and will call you the City of the 
LORD, Zion of the Holy One of Israel (60: 
10,11,15).

How Jerusalem needs these words!

Isaiah 62 is another classic chapter. In it 
the prophet pledges unceasing intercession. 
He will not give up in prayer. Who is he 
praying for?

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for 
Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, till 
her righteousness shines out like the dawn, 
her salvation like a blazing torch (62:1).

Go ahead and apply this to the Church and 
to the heavenly Mount Zion; just don’t rob 
her earthly partner!

“I have posted watchmen on your walls, 
O Jerusalem; they will never be silent day 
or night. You who call on the LORD, give 
yourselves no rest, and give Him no rest till 
He establishes Jerusalem and makes her the 
praise of the earth (62:6-7).

That is something worth praying for!

There is a promise for Zion’s land:

“No longer will they call you Deserted, or 
name your land Desolate. But you will be 
called Hephzibah [My delight is in her] and 
your land Beulah [Married]… (62:4).

There is a promise for Zion’s people:

“The will be called the Holy people, the 

Redeemed of the LORD…(62:12). 

And there is a promise for Zion herself:

“…and you will be called Sought After, the 
City No Longer Deserted (62:12).

If Zion primarily means the Church, then 
where is Zion’s land, what are its walls, and 
who are its people? We can make all the 
spiritual application we want. All believers 
have a spiritual right to the promises. But 
we must remember – they are literally true 
for Zion! Jerusalem’s restoration will be 
glorious.

Isaiah 41:10 is another beloved Scripture:

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with My righteous right hand.”

This time the Hebrew is masculine. 
The Lord is not speaking to the city. He’s 
speaking here to the people!

“But you, O Israel, My servant, Jacob, 
whom I have chosen, you descendants of 
Abraham My friend, I took you from the ends 
of the earth, from its farthest corners I called 
you; I said, ‘You are My servant’; I have 
chosen you and have not rejected you. So do 
not fear, for I am with you…” (41:8-10)

That’s the only reason the Jews are still 
here!

Let me speak now as a Jewish believer to 
My Gentile brothers. We are willing to share 
these promises with you. But please, save 
them for our natural brothers. They need 
them too! Soon they’ll be grafted back in.

So the Church has broken the eighth 
commandment. The devil has broken it 
too. By convincing many believers that 
the promises for Israel no longer apply to 
the physical people, he has robbed these 
believers blind. They are unable to see the 
greatest fulfilment of prophecy in almost 
2000 years: the restoration of national Israel! 
Who would have thought it possible?

The fact that the Jews have even survived 
this long is an outstanding miracle. No 
people have ever been completed displaced 
from its land and continued to exist for 
centuries as a distinct people. In spite of 
incredible odds, the Jews have done this. 
(Or, to put it more accurately, God has 
done this for the Jews.) But there is an 
even greater miracle than that. Not only 
have the Jews survived as a people, but 
after centuries of wandering, they have also 
returned to their ancestral homeland and 
made it their own country again. The Bible 

said it would happen. 

What the prophets spoke is literally true! 
And who would have believed that the 
language being spoken in this resurrected 
nation would again be Hebrew? Our God is 
an awesome God.

When Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel 
prophesied that their people would come 
out from Babylon and from the rest of the 
nations where they were scattered, these 
prophets were referring to the Jewish 
exile of their day. But their words were 
never fulfilled. Only some of the exiles 
returned, and their return was anything but 
glorious. The majority of Jews remained 
scattered throughout the world, and in 
every generation the dispersion increased. 
Now, over the last 100 years, with amazing 
parallels to the restoration of the Church, 
God has said, “It’s time!” Jews returned to 
the Land from Sweden, Belgium, Britain, 
Holland, Germany, Poland, France, 
Switzerland, Spain, Czechoslovakia, Austria, 
Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, Greece, 
Yugoslavia, Italy, Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Iran, 
Afghanistan, Yemen, Aden, Egypt, Libya, 
Tunisia, Algeria, Morocco and Russia – to 
name just the closest nations! This is the 
hand of God.

At this very time the gospel is being 
preached around the earth. Isaiah declared 
that in the day the nations rally to the Root 
of Jesse,

“…the Lord will reach out His hand a 
second time to reclaim the remnant [of 
His people] that is left from Assyria, from 
Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from 
Cush [Ethiopia; remember the Ethiopian 
Jews?], from Elam, from Babylonia, from 
Hamath and from the islands of the sea. 
He will raise a banner for the nations and 
gather the exiles of Israel; He will assemble 
the scattered people of Judah from the four 
quarters of the earth” (Is. 11:10-12).

How similar this is to Romans 11: 25-26! 
As God is reaping the world harvest of the 
Gentiles (“nations” in the Hebrew), He is 
regathering Israel’s exiles from across the 
globe. We are living in that “day.”

Some Christians argue, “But the Jews 
returned to the Land in unbelief and the Law 
said they must first repent. So the modern 
state of Israel cannot be the fulfilment of 
prophecy.

But that is only part of what the Scriptures 
say. According to the Word, if the Jewish 
people, scattered throughout the world, 
would turn to God in repentance, the Lord 
would bring them back to their land (Deut. 
30). Because they did not repent as a nation, 
they were without a homeland for over 
nineteen centuries. But a time comes when 
God says, “Enough!” A time comes when 
He must act for His own name’s sake, when 
He cannot hold back any longer.

“…This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 
“It is not for your sake, O house of Israel, 
that I am going to do these things, but for 
the sake of My holy name, which you have 
profaned among the nations…For I will 
take you out of the nations; I will gather you 
from all the countries and bring you back 
into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean…I will 
give you a new heart and put a new spirit 
in you; I will remove from you your heart 
of stone and give you a heart of flesh… 

By Michael L. Brown

Continued on page 7
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When the Arab world is ready to make peace, Israel will be 
there.

Not so long ago the editor of the largest newspaper in South 
Africa, The Sunday Times, wrote an article saying that Israel 
applies apartheid to Palestinian Arabs. The apartheid label 
is very dangerous. If it sticks, Israel’s ability to defend itself 
diplomatically and militarily will be severely weakened. 
International pressure on South Africa’s apartheid government 
eventually played a major role in ending its power. The apartheid 
label is calculated to break the resolve of the Israeli people, who 
are called upon to make terrible sacrifices for our Jewish state. 
Who wants to die for apartheid?

As Jews, we must fight this kind of mass defamation of our 
people. Israel’s security and Jewish lives all over the world 
depends on it, as well as our historic God-given mission of being 
“a light unto the nations.” To say that Israel is an apartheid state is 
as wildly outrageous as the blood libels of Europe.

To answer the editor of South Africa’s Sunday Times, I wrote an 
article which he kindly published in his newspaper. Here follow 
its arguments:

To accuse Israel of apartheid is to diminish the victims of the 
real apartheid -- the men, women and children of South Africa, 
who suffered for centuries under arrogant, heartless colonialism, 
and then for decades under the brutal policies of racial superiority, 
oppression and separation inflicted by the National Party. If 
everything is apartheid, then nothing is apartheid.

In the State of Israel all citizens -- Jew and Arab alike -- are 
equal before the law. Israel has none of the apartheid legislative 
machinery devised to discriminate against and to separate people. 
It has no Population Registration Act, no Group Areas Act, no 
Mixed Marriages and Immorality Act, no Separate Representation 
of Voters Act, no Separate Amenities Act, no pass laws or any 
other of the myriad apartheid laws.

On the contrary: Israel is a vibrant liberal democracy which 
accords full political, civil and other human rights to all its people, 
including its one million-plus Arab citizens, many of whom hold 
positions of authority throughout the Jewish state -- including that 
of cabinet minister, Knesset member and judge at every level of 
the judiciary, the Supreme Court included.

All citizens vote on the same voters’ roll in regular, multiparty 
elections, and there are Arab parties and Arab members of other 
parties in the Knesset. Due to Israel’s proportional representation 
system, Arab voters, although a minority, have often been partners 
in various coalition governments and influenced major long-term 
decisions affecting the country.

Arabs and Jews live and work together, share all public 
facilities, including, importantly, hospitals and schools, and also 
malls, buses, cinemas and parks. Israel protects religious freedom 
and has been very sensitive and respectful in its management of 
the holy sites of all religions, granting easy access to everyone.

Arab Israelis, like all their compatriots, can express themselves 
and act freely as members of a transparent and open, democratic 
society, where criticism of the government in an aggressively free 
press is the norm.

In fact, Israeli Arabs enjoy more freedom and rights than do 
any other Arabs in the Middle East, where autocratic governments 
suppress democracy and freedoms, such as freedom of expression 
and of association, including outlawing labor unions. Israel is the 
only truly free democracy in the Middle East.

If there is apartheid in the Middle East, then it is the apartheid in 
Arab states against Jews, Christians and women, who are all denied 
the most basic human rights and treated as second-class citizens.

Most Arab governments do not even allow Jews to visit, let 
alone live. In fact, more than 800,000 Jews have been expelled 
from Arab countries over the last five decades, where they lived 
peacefully for centuries, albeit with inferior status.

In 1967, as a result of a defensive war thrust upon it, Israel 

captured the territories known today as the West Bank and Gaza. 
Since then the status of these territories and their occupants has 
been unclear. It is incorrect legally, factually and even morally 
to speak of an occupation, which implies there was once a 
Palestinian entity in these territories, and that this is now occupied 
by Israeli forces.

Before 1967 the West Bank was controlled by Jordan, and Gaza 
by Egypt. We should not speak of the “occupied territories,” but 
more accurately of “disputed territories.”

There has never been a Palestinian state in all of history. By 
contrast, the State of Israel is the third Jewish state on the same 
land, the first dating back 3,280 years to when Joshua led the 
Jewish people into the land of Israel. Furthermore, Israel has 
strong claims to the West Bank, which is part of the biblical Israel 
that the Jews have always lived in. One of the holiest sites of 
Judaism is there - Hebron, where the founding fathers and mothers, 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, Sarah, Rebecca and Leah, are buried.

Apart from the city of Jerusalem, the ancient capital of the Jewish 
people from the times of King David, the West Bank and Gaza 
were never annexed, pending the resolution of their status. For 
decades Israel tried to negotiate with various parties to permanently 
resolve the future of the disputed territories, but is still in search 
of a genuine peace partner to represent the Palestinian Arabs. 
Yasser Arafat demonstrated his inability to relinquish his dream of 
destroying Israel when he rejected prime minister Ehud Barak’s 
incredibly generous offer at the Camp David talks in 2000 - a 
rejection which even Prince Bandar, the official representative of 
Saudi Arabia at the talks, described as a crime.

And now Hamas, which states in its founding constitution its 
aim of destroying Israel completely, is the democratically elected 
majority party of the Palestinian people.

As an example of what they are talking about, the apartheid 
accusers point to Israel’s security fence and checkpoints, which 
limit the movement of people from the disputed territories into 
the internationally recognized borders of the State of Israel. In this 
they are also wrong.

After the collapse of the Camp David talks, Arafat and other 
Palestinian groups dispatched suicide bomber after suicide 
bomber into Israel, targeting Jewish civilians. In the past eight 
years, terrorist attacks have led to more than 1,300 civilians being 
murdered and 10,000 wounded by the human guided missiles of 
the Islamic suicide bombers.

Given Israel’s relatively small population, proportionately, such 
carnage in South Africa would mean more than 10,000 murdered 
and more than 80,000 injured. What would we South Africans 
do if so many of our fellow citizens were blown up by suicide 
bombers? Appreciate for the moment what this would mean in the 
context of the US, where the murder of about 3,000 people at the 
World Trade Center bombings led to the invasion of two countries. 
Proportionately, had the US sustained similar causalities to those 
suffered in Israel, almost 80,000 Americans would have been 
killed and about 600,000 injured.

The trauma inflicted on the Israeli people from the relentless 
barrage unleashed by the Palestinian leadership, enjoying 
widespread support from its people, is indescribable. Israel erected 
a security fence to shield it from the attacks launched from the 
disputed territories across its internationally recognized borders. 
Every sovereign country is legally and morally entitled to erect a 
fence to defend its people from attacks launched from the outside.

The fence has been remarkably successful and has reduced 
successful suicide bombings by up to 90 percent. Israel relies 
on the most fundamental moral and legal principle - the right to 
self-defense. Never before in recorded history has any nation 
endured such civilian casualties and responded with such restraint.

The security fence is a defensive instrument, and the most 
humanitarian one possible in a situation where the alternative is 
heavy military action, which would result in the death of thousands.

None of this has anything to do with apartheid, and everything 
to do with an ongoing war over the disputed territories, and over 
the very existence of the Jewish state. After nearly 2,000 years of 
exile, persecutions and genocides, the Jewish people are surely 
entitled to a tiny strip of country to call their own.

If there is an analogy to the South African situation, it is that 
Israel is like the African National Congress, which was forced into 
the armed struggle because it had no partner for peace. As soon as 
the National Party came around to wanting genuinely negotiations, 
the situation was resolved. Our South African experience has 
taught us that you cannot make peace unless both parties to the 
conflict wish to resolve it.

When the Arab world is ready to make peace, Israel will be 
there. Let us all pray to God that this happens soon so that the 
misery and suffering of all can be brought to an immediate end.

(Rabbi Goldstein is the Chief Rabbi of South Africa)

By Rabbi Warren Goldstein
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I want you to know that I am not doing this 
for your sake, declares the Sovereign LORD. 
Be ashamed and disgraced for your conduct, 
O house of Israel (Ezek. 36:22-32).

The physical restoration comes first, but 
not because of Israel’s deeds. The spiritual 
restoration follows, once they are again in 
the Land.

“The spiritual did not come first, but the 
natural, and after that the spiritual” (1 Cor. 
15:46).

The natural has already come; the spiritual 
will surely follow.

Do you see the devil’s strategy? He has 
robbed many Christians of the natural 
so that they will not believe God for the 
spiritual. When the Lord performed the 
greatest miracle of modern times, restoring 
the nation of Israel – using human means in 
the process, as He always does – the devil 
was right there to say, “That’s not a miracle! 
That’s not God! That’s just a natural political 
development.” How Satan hates what 
God does! I’m sure he was whispering the 
same lies in the ears of many exiled Jews 
when Cyrus said they could return home 
in 538 B.C.E. “It’s just politics! Don’t give 
the glory to God. And what’s wrong with 
Babylon anyway?”

Today, when a supernatural exodus is 
taking place out of what was formerly the 
Soviet Union and Russian Jews are flooding 
into Israel, when Jeremiah’s prophecy of 
an exodus greater than the exodus from 
Egypt (Jer. 16:14-15; 23:7-8) is approaching 
fulfilment, the devil is really screaming. 
“This has nothing to do with the Bible!”

Why is he getting so desperate? Well, the 
devil always seeks to quench our faith. He 
constantly tries to deny the works of the 
Lord and to convince us they are not real. 
He’ll do this with every genuine miracle 
every time one occurs. He always has an 
anti-supernatural explanation! But when it 
comes to Israel, Satan is really scrambling. 
The stakes are infinitely higher.

It was easier for him to deny God’s 
promises to the Jewish people before 1948. 
Before then, it was not as hard for him to 
mislead the Church into thinking that it 
had replaced natural Israel. But once the 
nation was physically reborn it became 
more difficult. And Satan knows what’s 
coming. There is a tremendous battle of faith 
immediately ahead. It is for the salvation of 
the Jewish people. The faith-filled prayers of 
the Church are essential.

Now stop and think for a moment: We 
have reason to be encouraged; so the enemy 
is trying to discourage us. God said that 
the nation of Israel would have a physical 
rebirth. That has happened, just as He 
said! He spoke of the places from which 
He would regather His scattered people. 
That is happening, just as He said!  And He 
promised that when He brought His people 
back into the Land, they would have a 
spiritual rebirth too. That will happen, just 
as He said! As surely as Israel exists, Israel 
will be saved.

The Lord is raising His voice and 
shouting, “My children, believe My Word!” 
Satan is screeching hysterically, “Don’t 
believe it, it’s not the Word!” And just why 
is the devil trying so frantically to steal our 
faith for the salvation of the Jewish people? 
He knows exactly why.

Do we? 

(Source: Our Hands are Stained with Blood – 
Michael L. Brown, Destiny Image)

photo@Isranet
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By Joel C. Rosenberg

Two Nations under God
Is anyone out there still hesitant to describe Vladmir Putin 

as a dangerous, destabilizing Czar who is an enemy, not 
a friend, of the West? When my book Epicenter was first 
published in September 2006, some thought I was overstating 
Putin’s threat to the free world. If anything, I was understating 
it. The recent Russian invasion of Georgia has made that quite 
clear, has it not?

Russian forces bombed the daylights out of the citizens 
of Georgia. They are still trying to overthrow Georgia’s 
democratically elected leaders. They are still trying to 
eliminate Georgia as a pipeline route for Caspian Sea oil 
flowing to the West. But controlling this former Soviet 
republic is not Moscow’s highest objective. Putin and 
his Kremlin cronies want to control (if not own outright) 
Armenia, Azerbaijan, and Turkey, as well. They are 
Hell-bent on dominating all of the peoples of the Caucuses 
as part of a revived Russian imperialism that sees the future 
of the country inextricably tied to pushing southward and 
linking up with Islamic allies throughout the Middle East. 

And as I noted before, Putin is unmistakably the man 
in charge, not President Dmitry Medvedev. Who else but 
Putin would have had the gall to sit there at the (visually 
stunning) opening ceremonies of the Olympic Games 
in Beijing -- a time to celebrate international unity and 
cooperation -- smiling and glad-handing when he had 
just launched a war that has already killed more than  
2,000 people? 

Anyway, I also want to alert you to a new book entitled, 
“Two Nations Under God”, written by my friend, Tom 
Doyle, who served as a pastor for many years in New 
Mexico and Colorado and now serves as the Middle East 
Director for a wonderful ministry called E3 Partners. 

Here’s what I wrote in my endorsement of his book: 
“Chaos. Carnage. Confusion. For many, that’s the modern 
Middle East. But Tom Doyle gets it. Better yet, he can really 
explain it. With a pastor’s heart, he clearly and concisely 
describes why God loves the Jews of Israel and her Muslim 
neighbors, and why we should, too. What’s more, Tom 
reveals how powerfully God is moving in the modern Middle 
East, and how we can join Him. “Two Nations under God” 
is a must read - fascinating, insightful and deeply thought 
provoking. Get one for yourself, and another for your pastor.” 

Here’s a brief interview I did with Tom Doyle recently: 

JOEL ROSENBERG (JR):
Tom, do you see a war between Iran 

and Israel coming? How soon? What are 
you seeing and hearing? 

TOM DOYLE (TD):
I think it is unavoidable at this point. 
Israel cannot not 

afford to sit back and do nothing as 
Iran’s nuclear program continues to 
move forward rapidly and as President 
Ahmadinejad boasts that Iran will “wipe 
Israel off the map.” My guess is that 
Israel will take out some of the nuclear 
sites before the next American President 
is sworn into office. An Israeli advisor 
to the Prime Minister told me that Israel does not have to 
hit all 39 nuclear sites but rather just 6 of the 39 to stop the 
program from being a threat to Israel and the rest of the 
world for about 6 years. 

JR: When was the last time you were in Iran? What’s your 
take on President Ahmadinejad? 

TD: I was in Iran last fall and the mood among the Iranians 
is gloomy to say the least. The people are fully aware that 
the Ayatollah and his spokesman President Ahmadinejad 
have isolated Iran from the West and a conflict with Israel 
is certain. Joel, I talked to Muslims and born again believers 
in Iran and they have one thing in common -- they both 
despise President Ahmadinejad. One Muslim man that I met 

who had served in the military with him said, “everyone 
in Iran knows that Ahmadinejad is crazy.” His reasoning 
was that since he spent so many years up on the frontlines 
in the Iraq-Iran war from 1980-1988 that he merely went 
insane. This moderate Muslim man was himself repulsed 
by the tactics used by the Iranians on the frontlines...he saw 
beheadings and mass electrocution. It seems the Iranian 
soldiers would lay electric cables in the river that the Iraqi 
soldiers were approaching and then wait until the majority 
of the troops were wading in it and then electrocute them. 
This man that I met in Tehran said, “Ahmadinejad enjoyed 
this kind of brutality. He saw so much of it on a daily basis 
that I think he cracked up.” 

JR: Are the Iranian people supporting Ahmadinejad and 
the Ayatollah Khamenei? 

TD: Not at all. The people believe that the Islamic 
Revolution has destroyed their country. The people live in 
constant fear daily because of the government’s fanatical 
obsession with upholding Sharia Law that was imposed 
on them in 1979. Iranians also believe that the government 
cannot be trusted and that corruption is rampant. In the last 
“election” in Iran I am told by insiders that only about 10% 
of the entire country voted. Another tell-tale sign is that an 
estimated 70% of Iranians claim to be atheists now. The 
majority of the people want nothing to do with Islam and 
their leaders. 

JR: What’s happening spiritually in Iran -- and why? 

TD: In 1979 when the Islamic Revolution began there 
were probably about 500 believers in Iran. The country 
was going to become “an Islamic model” for other Muslim 
nations to follow. But those plans failed miserably. Because 
today we know that there are 1-2 million believers [in Jesus 
Christ] in Iran. The Church in Iran took off once the Islamic 
Revolution took place. Joel, the people of Iran are so open to 
Jesus. We had many people walk up and ask us to tell them 
about Jesus. The believers meet in secrecy, they share Bibles 
written in Farsi, and they worship passionately. In Iran if 
you are a believer your life is obviously at risk. Some key 
leaders have been martyred for their faith. 

JR: How many house churches are you hearing will be 
planted in Iran in the next 12 to 18 months or so? 

TD: The estimate is about 10,000. 

JR: That’s amazing, and exciting, and something very few 
people around the world know. I had dinner last month with 
one of the Republicans who ran for President of the United 
States during the primaries. He has a great interest in the 
Mideast and has traveled there extensively. But he told me 
he had no idea Christianity was growing so rapidly in Iran. 
I need to send him a copy of your new book, “Two Nations 
Under God”. It’s really powerful and provocative, in part 
because you talk about Israel, but you also write about God’s 
love for all the people of the Middle East. How would you 
summarize the central point you’re making? 

TD: Thank you, Joel. I believe that America has been 
blessed for supporting and loving Israel now for over the 
last 60 years. America has been Israel’s best friend and has 
stood with Israel as they have defended their tiny nation 
during 6 major wars. We have blessed them and in turn God 
has blessed us. The promise to Abraham in Genesis 12 to 
“bless those who bless you” has been realized in the United 
States of America. Also while ministering in Israel we have 
found that the Palestinians are very open to the Gospel and 
as believers we are called to love them too. God’s love is for 
all people and unfortunately most people in America when 
they hear the word “Palestinian” think of terrorism. While 
terrorism is most certainly destroying the Palestinian culture, 
on the other hand there is a vibrant Palestinian Church in 
Israel and in other countries where Palestinians live like in 
Jordan and in Lebanon. The Palestinians are some of the 
warmest and most loving believers we have ever worked 
with. We love them! They are amazing in how they follow 
Christ in the midst of such danger. 

We know that Jesus is the only answer to the Israel 
Palestinian conflict. Peace treaties will come and go and so 
will the leaders who write them. But those peace treaties 
will never be able to deal with the hatred that the two groups 
have for each other. Only Jesus can give you a new heart. 
And he is doing that as Jews and Palestinians are coming to 
Christ and finding true reconciliation. Joel, seeing Jewish 
believers and Palestinian believers worship together is one 
of the most exciting experiences I have ever been a part of. 
It makes your hair stand up! 

Continued on page 9

Two Nations Under God
Tom Doyle

The Church of the Holy Sepulcher commemorates the hill of crucifixion and the tomb of Christ’s burial
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By Guy Bechor

The day after a deal – Terror

Let’s assume, just for the sake of 
making a point, that Syria will get 

the Golan Heights, which is sovereign 
Israeli territory in every way (Israeli 
law applies there just as much as it 
does in Herzliya; it is impossible 
to evacuate residents from there 
the way they were removed from 
Gaza, because property rights in the 
Golan are identical to the ones in Tel 
Aviv.) What will Bashar Assad do in  
such case? 

Phase 1: About a million Syrian 
residents will be settled in the Golan 
immediately. The Syrians are already 
arguing that about 100,000 Syrians 
fled the Golan in 1967. If we count 
them and their descendents, we’re 
already at 500,000. You want proof? 
Even though the Golan Heights are 
not in Syrian hands, a presidential 
decree has already been issued 
announcing that any Syrian resident 
who moves to the Golan will receive 
a government allowance. 

This is what the Syrians did in 
Lebanon in order to take it over. 
While the Syrian army was forced to 
withdraw from Lebanon, the Syrians 
left 800,000 laborers behind who 
work in Lebanon and transfer their 
salaries back to Syria. And so, the 
Syrian chokehold on Lebanon has 
remained intact, despite the apparent 
withdrawal. Elsewhere in the world, 

the Syrians would be referred to as 
“settlers.” Israel is not allowed to do 
the same. But when Syria does this, 
it’s apparently ok. 

Phase 2: This will enable Bashar 
Assad to realize his dream with 
no interruptions – establishing a 
“resistance” against Israel in the 
Golan Heights. Officially, he will 
argue that he has no connection to the 
terror attacks that would be directed at 
the Galilee region and northern Israel 
from the Golan, heaven forbid, yet in 
practice Syrian intelligence officers 
will do as they please vis-à-vis 
northern Israel. In fact, they already 
did it in northern Lebanon. 

Lebanon’s pro-government leader 
Saad al-Hariri openly accused Syria 
and its intelligence agencies not 
only of being behind the acts of two 
odd underground groups, but of 
“inventing”” them in order to sabotage 
Lebanon. Why won’t the Syrians do 
the same in the Golan? Would a peace 
deal with Israel stop them? With 
Lebanon they have not only peace, 
but even an official relationship of 
fraternity and friendship. 

Phase 3: Assad’s minority Alawite 
regime will be toppled, as a peace deal 
will in fact serve to precipitate his 
downfall (and for that reason, Bashar 
won’t be pursuing real peace with 
Israel.) His regime has no legitimacy 

in Syria as it is, particularly when it 
comes to the Muslim Brothers, whose 
power keeps growing. Al-Qaeda 
already issued a death sentence on 
Bashar over his apparent ties with 
Israel and cruelty to Islamic radicals. 

Once Assad’s regime is toppled, 
the Golan Heights will turn into the 
radical spearhead against Israel, and 
not only from Syria: People will 
be coming from Iran, Afghanistan 
and elsewhere. Terrorism will be 
two-pronged – both from the Golan 
and from Lebanon. Life in the 
north will turn into an unbearable 
nightmare, yet the situation will be 
irreversible. The Golan will shift from 
being an empty region to being a 
home to one million zealous Syrians. 

The Sinai Peninsula is so large 
that the situation there is always 
reversible. On the Jordanian front 
we didn’t renounce anything, and on 
the Palestinian front we can always 
reoccupy any territory. Yet with Syria 
the situation will be different: From an 
empty buffer zone, the Golan Heights 
will turn into a crowded anti-Israel 
region for generations to come. From 
a strategic asset to Israel, the Golan 
would turn into a burden on top of 
the other regional efforts to eliminate 
Israel. Our future generations won’t 
forgive anyone who would do that. 

(Source: Ynetnews.com)

JR: You’re not Jewish, right? How did you develop such a 
love of the Jewish people? 

TD: No, I’m not Jewish. Actually I’m Irish -- Thomas 
James Patrick Doyle. But I love the Jewish people and that 
love for them began when I went to Israel for the first time 
in 1995. My life was changed dramatically touring Israel. 
I realized that the Bible was so clear about God’s love for 
the Jewish people and that we were called to have the same 
heart and love for them too. I never stopped going to Israel. 
I eventually became a licensed Tour Guide for Israel. God 
is moving in Israel today and Jews are coming to faith in 
Christ. 

JR: How do you explain the deep and widespread love 
evangelical Christians have for the Jewish people and the 
nation of Israel? 

TD: I think that because about 80% of our Bible is about 
Israel that it comes natural for us to love them. And it should. 
Our faith has its roots dug deeply into Israel’s soil. Our Lord 
walked there. The prophets preached there. Jesus started 
His Church there. The Apostles took the Great Commission 
to the world from there. And of course the Scriptures were 
given by God to His choice leaders there. The Jewish people 
today, of course, are diverse in beliefs but their persistence 
and resiliency amazes me. My wife and I have a deep love 
for the Jewish people. It seems to me Joel that more believers 
are discovering Israel today and a love for Jewish people is 
growing in the church. I believe God is pleased. 

The nation itself is a miracle too. A miracle that it even 
survives in the midst of the Islamic Middle East. But the Jews 
of Israel not only survive...they thrive and in Two Nations 
Under God, I list just a few of Israel’s accomplishments. 
Here is just a partial list: 
•  The cell phone was developed in Israel by Israelis 

working for Motorola. 
•   Voice mail technology was developed in Israel by 

Israelis working for Microsoft and Cisco. 
•  Instant Messenger for America Online was developed in 

1996 by four young Israelis. 
•  Israel has the largest number of Nasdaq listed companies 

outside the United States and Canada. 
•  Israel has the highest number of scientists and 

technicians per capita in the workforce. One hundred 
forty five out of every ten thousand Israelis are employed 
in these technical professions. 

•  Israel is the only country to enter the twenty-first century 
with a net gain of trees. 

•  Israel ranks number 2 in the world with the second 
highest per capita [publishing] of new books. 

• Israel has the world’s best airline flight security. 
•  Israel also has the largest number of biotech startups per 

capita. 
•  And this one is just flat-out mind blowing - between 

1901 and 2006 there have been 750 Nobel Peace Prize 
winners. Of the 750 winners, Jews have accounted 
for 158! Twelve million Jews account for twenty-two 
percent of all Nobel Peace Prizes. 

JR: What’s happening spiritually in Israel right now -- and 
why? 

TD: Jews and Palestinians are desperate as the conflict 
shows no signs of letting up. But God is breaking through 
the strife. Muslims are having dreams and visions about 
Jesus and coming to faith in Christ. The Church is strong and 
healthy in the Palestinian areas. They are so passionate for 
Jesus. Jews also are opening up to Jesus as their Messiah. 
When I first began going to Israel it was rare to hear about 
a Jew becoming a follower of Yeshua. Joel, now we hear 
that routinely. The Messianic movement is slowly but surely 
growing in Israel. The worship is awesome to be a part of as 
Jewish believers recognize the Biblical feasts and festivals. 
Holocaust survivors, Israel soldiers, Orthodox Jews and 
secular Israelis are just a few of the people that I know of 
that have received Jesus as their Savior just in the last few 
months. Israel is ripe. The spiritual harvest has begun. 

(Two Nations Under God, Tom Doyle – B&H Publishing. Tom Doyle 
is the Director of International Ministries. He pastored for 20 years in 
Colorado, Texas and New Mexico before launching into missions in the 
volatile Middle East. Tom and his wife JoAnn have an overflowing heart for 
the nation of Israel and began leading tours there in 1995. Tom eventually 
became a licensed tour guide for the State of Israel.  He speaks frequently at 
churches and para-church ministries about Israel, the Middle East and the 
global threat of Islam)

Continued from page 8
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The Domestic Affairs Committee of the German 
Bundestag recently held public hearings on 

anti-Semitism in Germany. Many of the speakers chose to 
focus on the “classical” anti-Semitism to be found in what in 
Germany are euphemistically called “right-wing extremist” 
milieus, i.e., among skinheads and self-avowed neo-Nazis. 
The journalist Henryk Broder, however, located the 
problem elsewhere: namely, in the mainstream “anti-Zionist 
anti-Semitism” to be found, for instance, among academics 
… and Bundestag members. Pajamas Media here presents a 
complete English translation of Henryk Broder’s statement 
to the Bundestag’s Domestic Affairs Committee.

I thank you for the invitation to this hearing. It is an honor 
for me to be able to speak to you. I know that there has been 
some unhappiness on account of my participation. But I 
am sure that by the end of my statement you will not regret 
having invited me.

This is not the first hearing on the issue of anti-Semitism 
and it will not be the last. Ever since the writer and 
self-avowed Jew-hater Wilhelm Marr published his “The 
Triumph of Germandom [Deutschtum] over Jewry” in 
1879, thus becoming the leader of political anti-Semitism 
in imperial Germany, there have been numerous attempts 
made to define, explain, and neutralize anti-Semitism. 
They have all failed. If this was not the case, we would 
not be here today. Every discussion of anti-Semitism starts 
with a definition of the concept. And many get no further 
than that, such that after all the efforts to get a grasp on 
the phenomenon one is left merely with the finding that 
anti-Semitism is, as the old joke goes, “when one can’t stand 
Jews even more than is normal.”

I would like, therefore, to concentrate on two points: two 
arguments to which one has to pay special attention if one 
does not want to conduct a merely virtual debate. Firstly, 
anti-Semitism is not a matter of a prejudice, but rather of 
a sort of resentment. In and of themselves, prejudices — 
literally “pre-judgments” [Vorurteile] — are harmless. I 
have prejudices, you have prejudices: everyone does. It 
is only negative prejudices that bother us. If I say to you 
that Germans are hardworking, disciplined, and show their 
guests great hospitality, you will happily agree with me. If, 
however, I say that Germans are cheap, infantile, and lack 
a sense of humor, you will presumably get upset. That’s an 
unacceptable generalization, you will say. It is the same with 
Jews. We gladly hear positive prejudices expressed — on 
the “people of the book” or Jewish humor — but negative 
prejudices, which thematize our worse tendencies, we take 
as an insult.

The distinction between a prejudice and a resentment 
is as follows: a prejudice concerns a person’s behavior; 
a resentment concerns that person’s very existence. 
Anti-Semitism is a resentment. The anti-Semite does not 
begrudge the Jew how he is or what he does, but that he is 
at all. The anti-Semite takes offense as much at the Jew’s 
attempts to assimilate as at his self-marginalization. Rich 
Jews are exploiters; poor Jews are freeloaders. Smart Jews 
are arrogant and dumb Jews — and, yes, there are also dumb 
Jews — are a disgrace to Jewry. The anti-Semite blames 
Jews in principle for everything and its opposite. That is 
why there is no point in trying to debate anti-Semites or in 
wanting to convince them of the absurdity of their views. 
One has to marginalize anti-Semites: to isolate them in a sort 
of social quarantine. Society must make clear that it disdains 
both anti-Semitism and anti-Semites: just as it disdains 
parents beating their children and rape — including spousal 
rape — even though it well knows that it cannot monitor 
everything that transpires behind closed doors.

Secondly, if you want to come to terms with 
anti-Semitism, you must realize that it is not a fixed quantity 
like the standard meter prototype in the Paris vault or 
the definition of the volt, watt, or ampere. Like all social 
phenomena, anti-Semitism is susceptible to transformation. 
Even poverty is no longer today what it once was at the 
time of Oliver Twist. The anti-Semitism that we are most 
readily inclined to discuss is an artifact of the last century 
and the century before that. It is the anti-Semitism of fools, 
who are still chasing chimeras. [In the late 19th century, the 
German Social Democrat August Bebel famously described 

anti-Semitism as the “socialism of fools.” — Translator’s 
Note] The common anti-Semite has no real idea about 
the object of his obsessions, but only a diffuse feeling. 
He lets off steam by painting swastikas on aluminum 
siding and scribbling “Juda verrecke” [”Jews go croak!”] 
on gravestones. He is a case for the police and the local 
courts, but nothing more than that. Nobody is going to feel 
sympathy for thugs who raise their arms to give the Hitler 
salute and shout “Juden raus!” [”Jews out!”]. This sort of 
anti-Semitism is ugly, but politically irrelevant: it is its own 
death notice.

The modern anti-Semite looks entirely different. He does 
not have a shaved head. He has good manners and often an 
academic title as well. He mourns for the Jews who died in 
the Holocaust. But at the same time he wonders why the 
survivors and their descendants have learned nothing from 
history and today treat another people as badly as they were 
once treated themselves. The modern anti-Semite does not 
believe in the Protocols of the Elders of Zion. But instead he 
fantasizes about an “Israel lobby” that is supposed to control 
American foreign policy like a tail that wags the dog. For 
the modern anti-Semite, it goes without saying that every 
year on January 27 he will commemorate the liberation of 
Auschwitz. But at the same time he militates for the right 
of Iran to have atomic weapons. For “how can one deny 
Iran what one has permitted Israel or Pakistan?” as Norman 
Paech [the foreign policy spokesperson of the German 
Left Party] has put it. Or he inverts the causal relationship 
and claims that it is Israel that is threatening Iran and not 
vice-versa — as [German Middle East scholar] Dr. Udo 
Steinbach did in a recent radio interview. The modern 
anti-Semite finds ordinary anti-Semitism disgraceful. He 
has no problem, however, embracing anti-Zionism and 
is grateful for the opportunity to express his resentment 
in a politically correct form. For anti-Zionism is a sort 
of resentment just like classical anti-Semitism was. The 
anti-Zionist has the same attitude toward Israel as the 
anti-Semite has to Jews. He is not bothered by what Israel 
does or does not do, but rather by the fact that Israel exists. 
That is why he participates so passionately in debates about 
the solution to the Palestinian question — which could well 
mean a final solution for Israel. On the other hand, he is left 
indifferent by conditions in Darfur or Zimbabwe or Congo 
or Cambodia, because there are no Jews involved in those 
places. Ask the foreign policy spokesperson of the Left 
Party, for instance, how many statements he has issued about 
“Palestine” and how many about Tibet.

Earlier — let’s say at the time of classical anti-Semites 
like Wilhelm Marr, Karl Lueger, and Adolf Stoecker — 
everything was plain and simple. There were Jews, there 
were anti-Semites, and there was anti-Semitism. After 1945, 
for the well-known reasons, we then had in Germany an 
anti-Semitism without Jews. And now today we are again 
confronted by a new phenomenon: an anti-Semitism without 
anti-Semites. Another new phenomenon is the professional 

profile of what might be called the “leisure time anti-Semite” 
who does his regular job during the day, perhaps even in a 
federal government office, and then in his spare time writes 
“critical” texts on Israel that appear on obscure anti-Zionist 
websites. [The reference is to Ludwig Watzal, an official 
of Germany’s Federal Office for Civic Education (BpB), 
many of whose articles have been reprinted on the site 
antimperialista.org. The BpB has resisted calls for Watzal’s 
dismissal, arguing that the writings in question are not 
connected to his professional activity. — Translator’s Note] 
Nobody wants to be an anti-Semite, but the “anti-Zionist” 
hall of shame is getting increasingly crowded.

Anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism are two sides of the 
same coin. If the anti-Semite was convinced that it is not 
him, the anti-Semite, who is to blame for anti-Semitism, 
but rather the Jew himself who is to blame, so too is the 
anti-Zionist convinced that Israel is responsible not only for 
the suffering of the Palestinians, but also for the hardship 
it suffers itself. The older persons among you will perhaps 
remember what a Green Party politician, who is still a 
member of the Bundestag, said about the Iraqi rockets that 
were fired at Israel at the time of the first Gulf War in 1991: 
“The Iraqi rocket attacks are the logical, nearly unavoidable 
consequence of Israeli policy.” [The author of the quote is 
Green Party Member of Parliament Hans-Christian Ströbele. 
– Translator’s Note] At the time, the same Green Party 
politician also opposed the delivery of defensive weapons 
like Patriot rockets to Israel, because this would, he claimed, 
lead to an escalation in the hostilities.

Today, some 17 years later, we hear similar remarks about 
rocket attacks on Israel from southern Lebanon or the Gaza 
Strip: namely, that they are the logical, nearly unavoidable 
result of Israeli occupation and that Israel would do well not 
to react in order to avoid escalating hostilities. The modern 
anti-Semite pays tribute to Jews who have been dead for 60 
years, but he resents it when living Jews take measures to 
defend themselves. He screams “Beware of the Beginnings!” 
when a handful of weekend Nazis hold a demonstration in 
Cottbus, but he justifies the policies of the current Iranian 
president and defends the continuation of German business 
with Iran.

Ladies and gentlemen, we will not solve the problem of 
anti-Semitism: not at this hearing nor at the next. But the 
mere fact that you are discussing the issue — when there are 
also other and more pressing problems that need attention — 
is a good sign. If I may in all modesty make a suggestion: 
leave the good old anti-Semitism to the archaeologists and 
antiquarians and historians. Devote your attention to the 
modern anti-Semitism that wears the disguise of anti-Zionism 
and to its representatives. You will find some of the latter 
among your own ranks. I thank you for listening. 

(Henryk Broder is a German journalist and author. He is well known for 
his columns in “Der Spiegel” and his books that examine current left-wing 
anti-Semitism and German attitudes toward Israel and Jews)

Anti-Semitism without anti-Semites
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By Henryk Broder

“Anti-Semitism and anti-Zionism are two sides of the same coin” - Henryk Broder
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Israel’s use of land for settlements 
conforms to all rules and norms of 

international law.
Israeli settlements in the West Bank are 

legal both under international law and 
the agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians. Claims to the contrary are 
mere attempts to distort the law for political 
purposes. Yet whatever the status of the 
settlements, their existence should never be 
used to justify terrorism.

The Palestinians often claim that 
settlement activity is illegal and call on 
Israel to dismantle every settlement. In 
effect, they are demanding that every Jew 
leave the West Bank, a form of ethnic 
cleansing. By contrast, within Israel, Arabs 
and Jews live side-by-side; indeed, Israeli 
Arabs, who account for approximately 20% 
of Israel’s population, are citizens of Israel 
with equal rights.

The Palestinian call to remove all Jewish 
presence from the disputed territories 
is not only discriminatory and morally 
reprehensible; it has no basis either in law 
or in the agreements between Israel and the 
Palestinians.

The various agreements reached between 
Israel and the Palestinians since 1993 
contain no prohibitions on the building or 
expansion of settlements. On the contrary, 
they specifically provide that the issue of 
settlements is reserved for permanent status 
negotiations, which are to take place in the 
concluding stage of the peace talks. The 
parties expressly agreed that the Palestinian 
Authority has no jurisdiction or control 
over settlements or Israelis, pending the 
conclusion of a permanent status agreement.

It has been charged that the provision 
contained in the Israel-Palestinian Interim 
Agreement prohibiting unilateral steps that 
alter the status of the West Bank implies a 
ban on settlement activity. This position is 
disingenuous. The prohibition on unilateral 
measures was designed to ensure that neither 
side take steps that would change the legal 
status of this territory (such as by annexation 
or a unilateral declaration of statehood), 
pending the outcome of permanent status 
talks. The building of homes has no effect 

on the final permanent status of the area as a 
whole. Were this prohibition to be applied to 
building, it would lead to the unreasonable 
interpretation that neither side is permitted 
to build houses to accommodate the needs 
of their respective communities.

As the Israeli claim to these territories is 
legally valid, it is just as legitimate for Israelis 
to build their communities as it is for the 
Palestinians to build theirs. Yet in the spirit of 
compromise, successive Israeli governments 
have indicated their willingness to negotiate 
the issue and have adopted a voluntary freeze 
on the building of new settlements as a 
confidence-building measure.

Furthermore, Israel had established its 
settlements in the West Bank in accordance 
with international law. Attempts have been 
made to claim that the settlements violate 
Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva Convention 
of 1949, which forbids a state from deporting 
or transferring “parts of its own civilian 
population into the territory it occupies.” 
However, this allegation has no validity in 
law as Israeli citizens were neither deported 
nor transferred to the territories.

Although Israel has voluntarily taken 
upon itself the obligation to uphold the 
humanitarian provisions of the Fourth 
Geneva Convention, Israel maintains that 
the Convention (which deals with occupied 

territories) was not applicable to the disputed 
territory. As there had been no internationally 
recognized legal sovereign in either the West 
Bank or Gaza prior to the 1967 Six Day War, 
they cannot be considered to have become 
“occupied territory” when control passed 
into the hands of Israel.

Yet even if the Fourth Geneva Convention 
were to apply to the territories, Article 49 
would not be relevant to the issue of Jewish 
settlements. The Convention was drafted 
immediately following the Second World 
War, against the background of the massive 
forced population transfers that occurred 
during that period. As the International Red 
Cross’ authoritative commentary to the 
Convention confirms, Article 49 (entitled 
“Deportations, Transfers, Evacuations”) 
was intended to prevent the forcible transfer 
of civilians, thereby protecting the local 
population from displacement. Israel has 
not forcibly transferred its citizens to the 
territory and the Convention does not place 
any prohibition on individuals voluntarily 
choosing their place of residence. Moreover, 
the settlements are not intended to displace 
Arab inhabitants, nor do they do so in 
practice. According to independent surveys, 
the built-up areas of the settlements (not 
including roads or unpopulated adjacent 
tracts) take up about 3% of the total territory 
of the West Bank.

Israel’s use of land for settlements 
conforms to all rules and norms of 
international law. Privately owned lands are 
not requisitioned for the establishment of 
settlements. In addition, all settlement activity 
comes under the supervision of the Supreme 
Court of Israel (sitting as the High Court of 
Justice) and every aggrieved inhabitant of the 
territories, including Palestinian residents, can 
appeal directly to this Court

The Fourth Geneva Convention was 
certainly not intended to prevent individuals 
from living on their ancestral lands or on 
property that had been illegally taken from 
them. Many present-day Israeli settlements 
have been established on sites that were 
home to Jewish communities in the West 
Bank (Judea and Samaria) in previous 

generations, in an expression of the Jewish 
people’s deep historic and religious 
connection with the land. Many of the most 
ancient and holy Jewish sites, including the 
Cave of the Patriarchs (the burial site of 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and Rachel’s 
Tomb, are located in these areas. Jewish 
communities, such as in Hebron (where Jews 
lived until they were massacred in 1929), 
existed throughout the centuries. Other 
communities, such as the Gush Etzion bloc 
in Judea, were founded before 1948 under the 
internationally endorsed British Mandate.

The right of Jews to settle in all parts of 
the Land of Israel was first recognized by 
the international community in the 1922 
League of Nations Mandate for Palestine. 
The purpose of the Mandate was to facilitate 
the establishment of a Jewish national home 
in the Jewish people’s ancient homeland. 
Indeed, Article 6 of the Mandate provided 
for “close settlement by Jews on the land, 
including State lands not required for public 
use.”

For more than a thousand years, the only 
time that Jewish settlement was prohibited 
in the West Bank was under the Jordanian 
occupation (1948-1967) that resulted from 
an armed invasion. During this period of 
Jordanian rule, which was not internationally 
recognized, Jordan eliminated the Jewish 
presence in the West Bank (as Egypt did in 
the Gaza Strip) and declared that the sale 
of land to Jews was a capital offence. It is 
untenable that this outrage could invalidate 
the right of Jews to establish homes in these 
areas, and accordingly, the legal titles to land 
that had already been acquired remain valid 
to this day.

In conclusion, the oft-repeated claim 
regarding the illegality’ of Israeli settlements 
has no legal or factual basis under either 
international law or the agreements between 
Israel and the Palestinians. Such charges can 
only be regarded as politically motivated. 
Most importantly, any political claim – 
including the one regarding settlements 
– should never be used to justify terrorist 
attacks on innocent civilians.

Are Israeli settlements legal?

EU should absorb Palestinian refugees 

By Israel Foreign Ministry

By Etgar Lefkovits

Meretz MK Yossi Beilin recently called 
on European countries to declare 

how many Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants they would be willing to absorb 
as part of any future peace agreement 
between Israel and the Palestinians.

“It is important that we know now how 
many Palestinian refugees [third] countries 
are willing to absorb, so that when we get to 
the critical moment [of a peace agreement] 
we will be prepared for such an eventuality, 
and be able to carry it out,” Beilin said in an 
interview with The Jerusalem Post.

The dovish lawmaker made the remarks 
one day after he told a group of European 
ambassadors at a closed-door meeting of 
the Knesset’s Foreign Affairs and Defense 
Committee that each of their countries 
needed to decide what their quota would be 
for absorbing Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants.

In the interview, Beilin conceded that only 
a “certain, not large” number of Palestinian 
refugees and their descendants would be 
willing to go to third countries as part of a 
peace agreement, with the bulk choosing 

to be resettled in a future Palestinian state 
or remain in the countries where they are 
currently living.

Nevertheless, he said it was important for 
such information to be known in advance 
of any future accord, even if it were only 
a symbolic move, to be ready for such a 
solution to the problem, partial though it 
may be.

Beilin said that Europeans have never 
given a “clear picture” of how many refugees 
– if any – they would be willing to absorb 
as part of a future peace accord, and that no 
“affirmative answer” has been received on 
the issue until now.

EU spokeswoman Christina Gallach said 
Thursday that it was premature to respond to 
such a proposal at this time.

“This is not something that has entered 
into the pipelines of practical considerations, 
and I am not aware of specific discussion of 
this issue,” she said in a telephone interview 
from Brussels.

“The EU will be ready to continue to 
contribute in a clear manner to the final 
status of peace agreement as negotiations 

continue,” she said.
Hundreds of thousands of Palestinians 

– with estimates ranging from 400,000 to 
750,000 – left their homes in 1948 and 
1949, and they, along with their millions 
of descendants, make up one of the 
prickliest issues to be dealt with by Israeli 
and Palestinian negotiators as part of any 
resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

The super-sensitive issue of dealing 
with the Palestinian refugees, has been 
largely untouched in Israel for years, due to  
the Palestinian demand for the “right of 
return” of Palestinian refugees to Israel 
which the Jewish State flatly rejects as a 
move which will indelibly alter the character 
of the country.

“We want to put this issue on the table, and 
not keep it under the table, and deal with it 
not tomorrow but today so that we can work 
on an agreed upon solution,” said MK Amira 
Dotan of the ruling Kadima Party, who 
co-chairs a Knesset committee on the issue 
together with MK Benny Elon of the rightist 
National Union-National Religious Party.

“We want to push the buttons so that the 

dynamics can begin,” Dotan said.
In contrast to Beilin, who shares the 

view of the international community that 
a solution to the refugee problem can only 
happen after a peace accord is reached 
between Israelis and Palestinians, Elon 
believes that the issue of Palestinian 
refugees can – and should – be dealt with 
now, especially since no peace agreement is 
in sight in the foreseeable future.

“It has been a big mistake not to deal with 
the issue of the Palestinian refugees,” said 
Benny Elon, who advocates dealing with the 
issue head-on for humanitarian reasons.

A cornerstone of the hawkish 
parliamentarian’s recent diplomatic initiative 
includes dismantling the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency (UNRWA), 
the mammoth UN body that deals with 
Palestinian refugees and their descendants, 
and resettling the Palestinian refugees into 
countries outside of Israel, in keeping with 
long-standing Israeli government policy  
that an influx of refugees would 
demographically damage Israel’s character 
as a Jewish state.
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The Divine Name 
Although many Arabic Christians today refer to 

YHWH as Allah, there is no evidence that the Arabic 
name Allah (or any dialect variant of it) was used by Arab 
Christians or Jews in Arabia as the personal name of God 
before the time of Muhammad.

Allah is announced as God’s name in the Quran, and is 
referred to 2,700 times: 

“Who is the Lord of the Heavens and of the earth?” Say 
“Allah.” (Q13:15-19)

The word Allah is derived linguistically by a contradiction 
of the Arabic expression 

al-ilah ‘the god’, which would have been a generic 
expression used for gods in general. The word ilah comes 
from an ancient Semitic root reflected also in the Hebrew 
Elohim (‘God, gods’).

It seems that Allah had previously been used as the title of 
a pagan Arabian deity known to the Meccans before the time 
of Muhammad. Reasons for believing this are that:

The feminine form of Allah, derived in parallel fashion 
from al-ilat ‘the goddess’ was the title of a specific idol 
known among the Arabs (Faris, the book of idols, p.14).

Muhammad’s pagan father, who died before Muhammad 
was born, bore the name Abd Allah (Abdullah), ‘slave  
of Allah’. This suggests that Allah was the principal deity  
of Muhammad’s grandfather, since it was a common  
practice among the pagans to name their children after their 
personal god.

Pagan assumptions about Allah were very much a live 
issue during Muhammad’s prophetic career, because the 
Quran repeatedly seeks to counter claims that Allah was but 
one among many gods; that he had divine sons or daughters; 
or that the jinn – demonic beings – shared divinity with 
him. Q53:19-24 refuted the pagan idea that the goddesses 
al-Uzza, al-Ilat and Manat were the ‘daughters of Allah’. 
Furthermore Q37:145-59 rejects any suggestion that Allah 
has sons and daughters, that angels could be female, being 
capable of reproducing, or that the jinn (demons) share 
kinship with Allah (see Q16:59;Q6:100).

It does seem from certain verses of the Quran that the 
pagan Arabs regarded the god Allah as the creator of the 
world, god of the heavens, the weather and the waters, but 
that they had other gods in their pantheon beside this god of 
the wind and the waves (Q29:60-69; see also Q39:35-39).

What else can we know about the pagan deity associated 
with the name of Allah? Some have identified Allah with the 
moon god, although the evidence for this seems tenuous.

There is a possibility that Hubal, the ‘Lord’ of the Quraysh 
(Muhammad’s tribe) and the chief deity in the Kaaba (the 
pagan sanctuary at Mecca), could have been a manifestation 
of Allah. This could help account for the continued use of 
the Kaaba in Islam for the worship of Allah, for Hubal’s 
idol was located in the centre of the sanctuary beside the 
Zamzam sacred well.

We also know from Ibn Ishaq’s biography of Muhammad 
that his family were devotees of Hubal. Muhammad’s 
grandfather, Abdul Mutallib, had undertaken to sacrifice 
Muhammad’s father to Hubal – this was the same youth Abd 
Allah whose name showed that he had been dedicated to the 
god Allah. Muhammad himself was dedicated as an infant 
before the statue of HUbal by the same grandfather. There 
is even an account of Muhammad’s grandfather praying to 
Allah beside the idol of Hubal while lots are being cast to 
determine which son he will sacrifice.

Although the name Allah was adapted from Arab 
paganism, Muhammad categorically rejected any association 
between Allah and the old idols, as he sought to cleanse 
the worship of Allah from what he regarded as its pagan 
accretions. The idol of Hubal was destroyed, along with all 
the other idols, when Muhammad conquered Mecca and 
took control of the Kaaba. 

Islamic dogma insists, as an article of faith, that Allah is 
the same deity as the God of the Bible. For a Christian, who 
does not accept Muhammad’s claim that the Bible has been 
intentionally corrupted, such a claim can only be tested by 
comparing the teachings of the Bible with those of the Quran 
and the hadiths. One can uncover many inconsistencies 
between the message of the Bible and the Quran. Four of 
these are: 
•	Different	principles	for	punishment
•	Is	God	finished	with	the	Jews?
•	Different	Bible	stories
•	Muhammad	and	Jesus	–	can	their	messages	be	reconciled?

Different principles for punishment

In their booklet Allah: is he God? Newton and Rafiqul 
Haqq that the Bible’s approach to punishing theft is to 
require restoration of the victim. The Quran’s punishment for 
theft is amputation of the hand, and under conditions which 
show great moral inconsistency. They ask the question: 
“How could the same god apply completely different 
principles in punishment in the Bible and the Quran? In 
fact Newton and Rafiqul Haqq go beyond this simple 
comparison, and lay bare the ethical values which underpin 
these very distinct penalties, arguing that they reflect deep 
discrepancies in the characters of Allah and YHWH.

Is God finished with the Jews?

The Bible says that God’s promises to Israel are 
irrevocable (Romans 11:29) and that He will never forget 
Israel or permanently turn His favour away from His people. 

In the earlier verses of the Quran we do find a positive 
stance taken towards the Jews. However, over time, the 
words of Allah concerning the Jews turned sour, and the 
Quran’s final message is that God has, with finality, rejected 

the Jews as a nation. Charges made against the Jews include 
that the Jews have the worst hostility to Muslims (Q5:85); 
they start wars and cause mayhem in the earth (Q5:65-69); 
they brush around the world doing evil (Q5:65-69); they 
are cursed because they said Allah’s hands are tied (Q5:65-
69); They are greedy for this life, and love it more than 
eternal life (Q2:89-90); Allah cursed the Jews, turning them 
into monkeys and pigs for their evil deeds (Q7:165-169, 
Q5:65-69, Q2:60-64); the prophets Dawud (David) and Isa 
(Jesus) have cursed the Jews (Q5:80-84); Allah has cursed 
Jews for their unbelief (Q4:49).

It is not credible that the same god would take such two 
contradictory positions towards the Jews. 

Different Bible stories

Mark Gabriel, a convert from Islam and a scholar in 
Islamic history, gives a list in his book Islam and the Jews 
of all the passages in the Quran which retell Bible stories. 
These comprise around 7% of the total text of the Quran. 
He reports many differences between what the Quran and 
the Bible say. If it was the same God inspiring Muhammad, 
and Muhammad was truly a prophet of Allah, then these 
discrepancies must mean the Bible is corrupt. Gabriel’s 
conclusion is however very different:

“Here’s what I believe: The original source for the prophet 
Muhammad’s stories about Abraham and the other prophets 
is the Bible. I do not think the Quran is a new revelation 
from the same God who inspired the Bible. One reason is 
that the Quran and the Bible are often contradictory. I do not 
think God would choose to give new information that would 
contradict thew record that He had established thousands of 
years earlier. The god Muhammad proclaimed does not exist.

Muhammad and Jesus – Can their messages be 
reconciled

There are many discrepancies between the life and 
teaching of Muhammad and Jesus. Quite apart from the 
profound differences in the moral example of the two men, 
we find in several respects that aspects of the law which 
Jesus had set aside were to be reinstated by Muhammad:

Jesus spoke against stoning adulterers, but Muhammad 
insisted that adulterers must be stoned. How could the one 
God first command stoning in the Torah, then abrogate it 
through the example of Christ, and then reinstate it through 
Muhammad?

How could the one God first declare certain foods unclean 
in the Torah, then declare all foods clean through Christ, and 
the reinstate food taboes with Muhammad?

How could Christ forbid the use of the sword and warn 
against the older world-view of hating enemies, whist 
Muhammad, through the message of the Quran, glorified the 
sword, and urged his followers to hate all those who rejected 
his message?

If the God of the Bible were indeed also speaking through 
Muhammad, such about-faces would imply the existence 
of deep inconsistencies within God’s character. Such 
discrepancies therefore are evidence that Muhammad and 
Jesus Christ did not receive revelation from the same source.

In contrast to Allah, YHWH has no partnership with evil, 
and cannot even look upon it. Another distinction between 
YHWH and Allah is that YHWH, the God of the Bible, 
makes Himself present in creation, in time and space, and in 
human affairs. The presence of God is crucial in a Biblical 
theology. The Quran, unlike the Bible, does not speak 
of Allah as coming near or indwelling anything. The Quran 
has no conception of the Holy Spirit as the presence of God 
with people.

According to the Biblical worldview, the people of God, 
who enjoy His presence, are themselves exiles in this world 
– ‘aliens and strangers’ as 1 Peter 2:11 puts it. In Islam, 
however, the world itself becomes domain for faithful 
Muslims to impose the sovereignty of Allah.

According to conservative Islamic teachings – both Sunni 
and Shiite – someone is permitted to lie, and even deny their 
faith, in order to save themselves. However, a Christian 
should confess Christ even at the cost of their life (Matthew 
10:28,33).

(Source: “Revelation? Do We Worship The Same God? Jesus, Holy 
Spirit, God in Christianity and Islam” – Mark Durie, City Harvest  
Publications, ISBN 0-9577905-9-7)

By Mark Durie
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An Old Testament passage thousands of years old still sparks debate between  
Jews and Christians today. To whom does this mysterious passage refer?

Isaiah 52:13-15 “Behold, my servant shall deal prudently, 
he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high. As 

many were astonished at thee; his appearance was so marred 
more than any man, and his form more than the sons of men. 
So shall he sprinkle many nations; the kings shall shut their 
mouths at him for that which had not been told them shall they 
see; and that which they had not heard shall they consider.

Isaiah 53:1-6 “Who hath believed our report? and to 
whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? For he shall grow 
up before him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry 
ground he hath no form nor comeliness; and when we shall 
see him, there is no beauty that we should desire him. He 
is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 
acquainted with grief and we hid as it were our faces from 
him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he 
has borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows, yet we did 
esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted.

Isaiah 53:7-9 “But he was wounded for our transgressions, 
he was bruised for our iniquities, the punishment for our 
peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to 
his own way; and the LORD hath laid on him the iniquity of 
us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened 
not his mouth. He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter, and 
as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment and 
who shall declare his generation? For he was cut off out of 
the land of the living for the transgression of my people was 
he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and 
with the rich in his death; because he had done no violence, 
neither was any deceit in his mouth.

Isaiah 53:10-12 “Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; 
he hath put him to grief when thou shalt make his soul an 
offering for sin, he shall see his seed, he shall prolong his 
days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
He shall see of the travail of his soul, and shall be satisfied. 
By his knowledge shall my righteous servant justify many; 
for he shall bear their iniquities. Therefore will I divide him 
a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the 

strong; because he hath poured out his soul unto death and he 
was numbered with the transgressors; and he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the transgressors.”

One of the key Old Testament passages debated by Jewish 
and Christian scholars is Isaiah 53. Jewish sources say the 
suffering servant depicted here refers to the nation of Israel. 
Christians contend it refers to the Messiah.

Can the suffering Servant of Isaiah 53 be Israel? The text 
of the passage itself plainly says no. Here are the reasons:

The Pronouns

In Isaiah 53:1-9, there is a clear distinction in pronouns. 
The speakers uniformly identify themselves in the first 
person plural (we, us and our), while the Servant is 
consistently described in the third person singular (he, him 
and his). Isaiah the prophet, a Jew, in speaking of himself 
and his own nation Israel, uses the pronouns we, us and our. 
He describes the Servant as someone other than himself and 
his people in using the pronouns he, him and his. Since the 
speakers are plainly Isaiah’s people Israel (we), the Servant 
whom they describe (he) must be someone other than Israel. 
They both cannot be Israel.

The People

In Isaiah 53:8, Isaiah declares that the Servant was put to 
death “through the transgressions of my people”. Obviously, 
Isaiah’s people are the Jewish people. If the Servant died for 
the children of Israel, the Servant cannot also be the children 
of Israel.

The Sufferer’s Innocence

The passage repeatedly claims the innocence of the 
Servant. Isaiah 53:4-6 says that His suffering was not for 
His own sin but for the sins of others. Verse 9 specifically 
states, “He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in 
his mouth.” However, the prophets, especially Isaiah, never 
characterize Israel (or any nation) as perfectly innocent. 

Isaiah says of Israel, “But we are all as an unclean thing, 
and all our righteousnesses are as a filthy garment” (Isaiah 
64:5). Since Isaiah affirms the Servant’s innocence while  
at the same time affirming Israel’s guilt, Israel cannot be  
the Servant.

The Servant’s Willingness

Isaiah 53:7-12 describes the Servant as a voluntary and 
unresisting Sufferer. He is characterized as willingly accepting 
His suffering (verse 7), rendering Himself as a guilt offering 
(verse 10), and laying open His soul unto death (53:12). 
Certainly the Jewish people have suffered immensely at the 
hands of anti-Semites, who must still answer to God for their 
awful deeds. But despite the enormity of Jewish suffering, 
they never received it willingly.

The Servant’s Death

The passage says that the Servant was “cut off out of the 
land of the living” (53:8) and that “he hath laid open his 
soul unto death”(53:12). Were the Jewish people ever, as 
a whole, put to death? No, we joyfully sing, “Am Yisrael 
Chai!” (“The People of Israel Live!”). In fact, in Jeremiah 
31:34-36, God promises that the children of Israel will 
exist forever. Thus, since the Servant was “cut off,” it is 
impossible to say that Israel is the Servant.

The Servant’s Substitution

One of the main points of the passage is that the Servant 
died as a substitute for the sins of others. Nowhere do the 
Scriptures teach that Israel would suffer for the sins of 
others, only at the hands of others. For this reason, Israel is 
not the Servant in Isaiah 53.

The evidence is clear. The characteristics of the Servant 
cannot and do not apply to the Jewish people. The only One 
who fits the description is the Yeshua, the Jewish Messiah.

(Dr Michael Rydelnik is Chairman of the Jewish Studies Dept, Moody 
Bible Institute)

The Mystery of Isaiah 53
By Dr. Michael Rydelnik

War on Christians in the Middle East must be stopped
By Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein

An Islamic court in Shiraz, Iran has just 
convicted two men of being infidels. 

Their crime? Converting to Christianity. The 
possible sentence? Death. 

Not too far away in Saudi Arabia, an 
outraged father recently hacked his own 
daughter to death for the same “abomination.”

In the daily drumbeat of Mideast news, 
there is one story of historic proportion that 
goes nearly unreported: the persecution and 
systematic destruction in the Islamic world 
of some of the world’s oldest Christian 
communities.

Sure, we hear when a Catholic bishop is 
murdered in Iraq, when machete-armed 
fanatics attack Egyptian Copt worshipers, 
or when churches are torched in Hamas-
controlled Gaza.

But what about the jailing in Saudi Arabia 
of foreign workers for holding forbidden 
Christian prayers? Or the arrest in Pakistan 
of a Christian man for marrying a Muslim 
woman? Or the continuing problem of an 
Islamic educational system that teaches the 
young that Christians (as well as Jews) are 
“the descendants of apes and pigs”?

The pattern is nearly the same wherever 
extremist Islam holds sway. From Bangladesh 

to Darfur, Christians have become regular 
targets for Islamic thugs and the governments 
that back them. Just this month, a Pakistani 
court upheld the kidnapping, conversion 
and “marriage” to older Muslim men of two 
Christian sisters, aged 10 and 13.

Even in lands that are not under orthodox 
Sharia law, Christian communities feel the 
pressure of persecution. In constitutionally 
secular Turkey, a legally recognized 
Protestant church in the capital of Ankara is 
under threat of closure by local police.

Many Christians in Islamic lands have 
become subject to such terror that they are 
fleeing the homelands their ancestors have 

known almost since the time of Jesus. Iraq’s 
Christian sects now feel forced to pray in 
secret. Others simply leave. Although they 
comprise less than 4% of Iraq’s population, 
Iraqi Christians now account for 40% of its 
refugees.

Lebanon’s once politically powerful 
Christian community has already shrunk 
almost beyond recognition. Thirty years 
ago, Lebanon was 60% Christian; today it is 
barely 25%. And the growing political power 
of Iran-backed Hezbollah is encouraging 
further departures.

Even in the Holy Land, where Jesus walked, 
there is an increasing Christian exodus from 
both the West Bank and Gaza. Part of it 
surely stems from the continuing Palestinian-
Israeli conflict. But much of it results from a 
growing Islamic campaign to force Christians 
to sell their property and leave.

The only place in the Mideast where 
Christian communities continue to grow is in 
the Jewish State of Israel. Israel’s tolerance 
is logical. What people of faith know the 
dangers of religious persecution better than 
the people of Israel - especially those whose 
families originated in the Islamic world? 
Between 1948 and 1956 more than 850,000 

Jews were forced to flee the Arab lands 
where their families had lived for centuries.

When, in 2001, Afghan fanatics destroyed 
two ancient statues of Buddha, the world 
was shocked. But between 1948 and 1967, 
when Islamic forces controlled the Holy 
City of Jerusalem, there was a systematic 
campaign to erase the historic Jewish 
presence. Synagogues were destroyed and 
ancient Jewish gravestones carted away. 
Even today, the Palestinian Authority denies 
Israel’s right to consider itself a Jewish state 
and denies the historic Jewish connection to 
Jerusalem.

If there is hope for true peace in the 
Middle East, it won’t simply come from 
Israeli and Palestinian leaders shaking hands 
at a formal ceremony. It hinges on extremist 
Islam reforming its view of others. People 
of commitment and tolerance all around the 
world - Christians, Jews, Muslims and others 
- must speak out loudly and forcefully to 
prevent the Islamic world’s Christians from 
suffering the same fate as its now all-but-
nonexistent Jewish communities.

(Eckstein is founder and president of the 
International Fellowship of Christians and Jews)

Yechiel Eckstein praying at the Wall
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Why stand with Israel?
Israel is a land about which God 

says —uniquely, prophetically, 
redemptively, and repeatedly in the 
Bible—“This is Mine.” God refers to 
Israel as He does to no other land on 
Earth. Israel was raised up to be a light to  
the Gentiles.

The Church at its inception was virtually 
entirely Jewish, and it remained so until 
the Gospel began to spread. Ultimately the 
Gospel spread to Antioch—where the first 
Gentile congregation began—the base from 
which the Gospel spread into all the world.

In the book of Romans, chapters 9 through 
11, the Apostle Paul deals with the question 
of the Jews in God’s providence and 
purpose. These three chapters virtually stand 
alone, within the whole of the Bible, as an 
elaboration of the theology of God’s dealing 
with Jews. The Jews were the “firstfruit”…
the “first people” (through Abraham) to 
understand a covenant God. They then 
relayed the riches of that truth to the world, 
and through their agency, the Messiah came 
into the world. The Word of God calls Jews 
the “root” and Gentiles the “branches.” 
We’re reminded that while “because of 
unbelief, some of them were broken off and 
you stand by faith,” we are not to become 
haughty but to fear: “For if God did not 
spare the natural branches, He may not 
spare you either.” When the fullness of the 
Gentiles is completed, “all Israel will be 
saved.” (v. 11:16-27)

Why stand with Israel today?

We are living in a sobering moment in 
history that calls us, as believers in Jesus 
Christ, to take a stand with Israel. We could 
be people of the last hour. We are not to 
be passive in the face of prophecy; we are 
called to pray with passion, to intercede, 
and to minister according to the words 
of the Savior who said it is not our task to 
speculate when the end will be. It is our 
responsibility to do Kingdom business until 
He comes (Luke 19:13).

This is not about politics, this is about the 
Word of God…but the political ramifications 
are extremely dramatic. Scripture declares 
there will come a time when all the nations 
of the world will turn against Israel. It is 
so highly conceivable this could happen in 
our time that it is critical to outline: why we 
should stand with Israel today.

Eight reasons for standing with Israel

1) Every believer is charged to make the 
Jews a priority in their value system and to 
render thanksgiving from their hearts for 
God’s work via them as a people.

Understanding the basis of the attention 
that we give to the Jews has to do with 
understanding God’s divine order and things 
that God said. It involves a people and a land.

Every believer is charged to make Jews a 
priority in their value system because God 
has.

The Lord selected a people…He began  
by selecting a man named Abraham.  
The Lord said that through the seed of 
Abraham (in relation with his wife, Sarah, 
giving birth to the promised child, Isaac) all 
the nations of the Earth will be blessed…
every human being having access to the 

divine blessing of Almighty God.

In Genesis 12:3, the Lord says in the 
covenant He makes with Abraham: “I will 
bless those who bless you, and I will curse 
him who curses you; and in you all the 
families of the earth shall be blessed.”

This relates not only to a people (the 
Jews), but it also relates to a land (Israel).

•		God	 will	 judge	 nations	 and	 deal	 with	
them for their decisions, just as He does 
individuals.

The Lord chose them for purposes: “…
who are the Israelites, to whom pertain 
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the service of God, and the 
promises; of whom are the fathers and from 
whom, according to the flesh, Christ came, 
who is over all, the eternally blessed God. 
Amen.” (Romans 9:4)

•		The	 Adoption:	 God’s	 divine	 choice	 of	
the seed of Abraham as a people.

•		The	Glory:	the	manifest	presence	of	God	
revealing Himself.

•		The	 Covenants:	 commitments	 that	 God	

makes: The Abrahamic Covenant…God 
says, “I will give you a people and a 
land, and through this seed the nations of 
the Earth will be blessed.” (Genesis 17)

The Mosaic Covenant…the revelation of 
the law, given as a teaching means to lead us 
to Christ: redemption through the blood of 
the Lamb.

The New Covenant…In Jeremiah and 
Ezekiel, God says in words almost parallel: 
“For the time will come that I will take My 
law and I will make a new covenant with 
you, and I will put My Spirit within you.”

•		The	Greatest	Gift:	the	wonder	of	the	gift	
of Jesus to mankind. God so loved that 
He gave His only begotten Son…He 
gave Him through the Jews, and He came 
as a Jew. Jesus Himself, speaking to the 
woman of Samaria, said, “Salvation is of 
the Jews.”

So Scripture speaks to us very clearly: 
we’re dealing with the roots of everything 
that has to do with the revelation of God to 
humankind. The proof of this is in the very 
existence of the Jews as a people and the 
fact that they’ve been recovered as a nation. 
Today the struggle is over Jerusalem, over 
Israel, and over the presence of Jews and their 
right to have a land. There are few nations 
willing to make an abiding commitment to 
stand by the Jews and Israel, but the Bible 
says God will honor those who do.

2) Our place in God’s present order 
inextricably links us with the Jews as 
a people and thereby the land of Israel 
according to the Word.

When we put our faith in the Redeemer 
who came through the Jews, we enter 
into a line of those who have trusted 
God according to His revealed grace and 
redemptive purpose.

Scripture declares that, spiritually 
speaking, when you receive the Lord, you 
become a Jew (Romans 2:28-29; Galatians 
3:26-29).

If you are a believer, you cannot be 
consistent with the whole of Scripture and 
take a position that is passive toward the 
Jews and Israel.

3) God has made unique declarations 
regarding the land of Israel which have 
never been rescinded:

Leviticus 25:23 — The land is the Lord’s 
land, and it is His to assign and dispose of: 
“The land shall not be sold permanently, for 
the land is Mine…”

Deuteronomy 32:43 — “Rejoice, O 
Gentiles, with His people…He will provide 
atonement for His land and His people.”

2 Chronicles 7:20 — God says if the 
people violate Me “…I will uproot them 
from My land which I have given them…”

Psalm 85:1-2 — “Lord, You have been 
favorable to Your land; You have brought 
back the captivity of Jacob. You have 
forgiven the iniquity of Your people; You 
have covered all their sin.”

Isaiah 8:8 — This land belongs to Father 
God and it is the land of His Messiah: “…
and the stretching out of his wings will fill 
the breadth of Your land, O Immanuel.”

Jeremiah 2:7 — The Lord tells the people 
why there will come the loss, the destruction 
of the city of Jerusalem. “I brought you into 
a bountiful country…but when you entered, 
you defiled my land and made my heritage 
an abomination.”

Ezekiel 38:16 — God is speaking to 
people in the end times who rise up against 
Israel. God is speaking of a confrontation 
that will take place in His land. “You will 
come up against My people Israel…I will 
bring you against My land, so that the 
nations may know Me, when I am hallowed 
in you…”

By Jack W. Hayford

Continued on page 15

Jack Hayford

photo@Isranet
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Joel 1:6, 2:18, 3:2 — Three times in this 
book, the land is referred to as belonging 
to the Lord. “For a nation has come up 
against My land…” (1:6) “Then the Lord 
will be zealous for His land…” (2:18) “I 
will gather all nations, and bring them down 
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and I will enter 
into judgment with them there on account of 
My people, My heritage Israel, Whom they 
have scattered among the nations; they have 
also divided up My land.” (3:2)

Hosea 9:3 — This refers to the scattering 
of Israel: “They shall not dwell in the Lord’s 
land, but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and 
shall eat unclean things in Assyria.”

Zechariah 9:16 — “The Lord their God 
will save them in that day, as the flock of His 
people, for they shall be like the jewels of a 
crown, lifted like a banner over His land…”

When we talk about Israel, we are dealing 
with: 1) a piece of property that God has 
made pronouncements about and 2) God’s 
people to whom He’s given the land. It is a 
major issue with the Creator of all things, 
and it is non-negotiable. Things that God 
has said, uniquely, about Israel have never 
been rescinded.

Not only does the land belong to God, but 
also God has committed the land to Abraham 
and his offspring via Isaac forever. (Genesis 
17:7-8)

“With a little wrath I hid My face from 
you…but My kindness shall not depart from 
you, nor shall My covenant of peace be 
removed…” (Isaiah 54:8-10)

The loss of governance by Israel through 
sin and dispersion has not altered God’s 
announced commitment to make it theirs 
forever. (Read Ezekiel 37:1-28).

4) Israel’s present conflict is neither 
by their initiative nor perpetuated by 
expansionism or racism on their part.

The general attitude of the world today 
regards the Palestinians as the underdog, but 
Israel is defending the land covenanted to 
them in 1917 and established by the United 
Nations Assembly in 1948. The Palestinian 
goal is not to secure a homeland but to 
drive Israel out altogether. For the sake 
of mounting public opinion against Israel, 
surrounding, well-resourced Arab nations 
have never offered refuge to the Palestinians. 
The majority of the world doesn’t know this, 
and nobody is bothering to tell them because 
sympathies are so overridden by other 
forces.

5) To stand with Israel is not to oppose 
Arab peoples as an entity or to oppose the 
rights of Arabs living in Israel to a peaceful, 
politically secure, and prosperous life.

God has no disposition against any 
human being, certainly not Arabs who are 
the offspring of, Ishmael, the other son of 
His chosen leader Abraham. Standing for 
Israel doesn’t require an anti-Arab stance 
and doesn’t require us to be loveless toward 
other peoples.

6) The relentless animosities of sectors 
of the Arab world are not merely political 
causes but are driven by spiritual powers 
that will not be satisfied until Israel ceases 
to exist.

The forces opposed to Israel are not simply 
those of people who don’t like Jews. We 
are caught in the stream of spiritual forces 
greater than humanity, forces that cannot be 

overthrown politically or by the power of 
persuasion. These forces can only be broken 
by intercessory prayer where principalities 
and powers are cast down.

7) The same spirit driving these 
animosities is equally opposed to Christians 
as to Jews and in time will eventually bring 
persecution to both.

Just as Scripture states there are two 
witnesses that will be put to death in 
Jerusalem at the very end of time (Revelation 
11), there have been two witnesses that have 
stood for God throughout history—the Jews 
and the Christians.

The hostilities and animosities are just 
as leveled at believers as they are at Israel, 
because there is a spirit in the world that is 
against all that is called God and everything 
about Him.

God as Creator—to Whom we owe our 
worship.

God as Judge—to Whom we owe our 
accountability.

God as Redeemer—Who has shown 
Himself through His Son, Jesus.

God as the moral Lawgiver of all 
humanity—to Whom we owe a responsibility 
in terms of our behavior.

8) A biblical assignment and a divine 
promise summon our stand in faith, our 
intercession with expectancy, and our 
support with promise.

We are called to stand with Israel today 
because we could be people of the last 
hour. The Lord has called us to be people 
with moral and biblical conviction, walking 
wisely and knowing His Word. He will honor 
those who make an abiding commitment to 
stand with the land He’s called uniquely His. 
(Psalm 122:6).

Actions you can take to “Stand up for 
Israel”

1) Equip yourself with reliable information, 
avoiding bigotry and disallowing “blind 
spots.” Recognize the disposition of the 
popular press. Assess reports cautiously but 
not with paranoia. Become familiar with 
the basics of history in the Middle East, and 
understand the past century.

2) Accept with continuing faithfulness 
the Bible’s call to “Pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem” (Psalm 22:6), and pray that our 
Nation will govern in the light of Genesis 
12:1-3 … “I will bless those who bless 
you…”

3) Prayerfully consider visiting Israel as a 
point of practical support.

4) Show friendship toward Jewish 
friends. Affirm that you, as a believer, stand 
with Israel as a point of your Bible-based 
commitment to God.

5) While acknowledging the terrorist 
habits of radical Muslims, be gracious to 
others.

Take action because it’s such a pivotally 
important time. Today, the showdown that 
we face is so close to being the nations of 
the earth against Israel and whoever is left 
that stands with them.

The final issue will be “Who is for 
Christ and His way and who isn’t?” The 
Lord has called us to be a people who will 
touch people and will stand with moral and 
biblical convictions for critical issues…and 
this is one.

Continued from page 14 Ahmadinejad: ‘He must be stopped’
Iran sponsors the world’s most vicious 

terrorist groups, Hamas and Hezbollah. 
Together, Iran and its terrorists are 
responsible for the deaths of Americans 
in Lebanon in the 1980s, in Saudi Arabia 
in the 1990s, and in Iraq today. They have 
murdered Iraqis, Lebanese, Palestinians, 
and other Muslims who have resisted 
Iran’s desire to dominate the region. They 
have persecuted countless people simply 
because they are Jewish.

Iran is responsible for attacks not only 
on Israelis, but on Jews living as far 
away as Argentina. Anti-Semitism and 
Holocaust denial are part of Iran’s official 
ideology and murder is part of its official 
policy. Not even Iranian citizens are safe 
from their government’s threat to those 
who want to live, work, and worship in 
peace. Politically-motivated abductions, 
torture, death by stoning, flogging, and 
amputations are just some of its state-
sanctioned punishments.

It is said that the measure of a country 
is the treatment of its most vulnerable 
citizens. By that standard, the Iranian 
government is both oppressive and barbaric. 
Under Ahmadinejad’s rule, Iranian women 
are some of the most vulnerable citizens. If 
an Iranian woman shows too much hair in 
public, she risks being beaten or killed. If 
she walks down a public street in clothing 
that violates the state dress code, she could 
be arrested.

Tomorrow, Ahmadinejad will come to 
New York. On our soil, he will exercise 
the right of freedom of speech — a right 
he denies his own people. He will share 

his hateful agenda with the world. Our task 
is to focus the world on what can be done 
to stop him. President Ahmadinejad should 
be held accountable for inciting genocide, 
a crime under international law.

Together, we can stop Iran’s nuclear 
program.

Senator McCain has made a solemn 
commitment that I strongly endorse: Never 
again will we risk another Holocaust. And 
this is not a wish, a request, or a plea to 
Israel’s enemies. This is a promise that the 
United States and Israel will honor, against 
any enemy who cares to test us. It is John 
McCain’s promise and it is my promise.

Thank you.

(Source: NY Sun)

Continued from page 2

From Abraham to Armageddon: 
This 6 unit Documentary series, 

, is ideal for small group study! 

: From 
Abraham to Jesus
:Jesus The Jew
Who Divided HistoryWWWhhoo DDivviiidddeedd HHiissttoorryy
 JJssuussJJ: ee  eee ee  u TThhh ww :

: Aliyah
: Israel in Crisis

: Anti-Semitism

: What Time is It?

North American orders: call 888-206-1986 /
online www.israelajourney.ca

Overseas orders: fax 1-519-720-6905 / email sandra@c4i.ca

6 Unit DVD Collector’s Set
$99.00

*prices do not include shipping,  handling or applicable taxes
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Georgian Jews making Alijah
A short while ago the world was shocked by the news of an open 

war between Georgia and Russia, resulting in thousands of 
victims and tens of thousands of people fleeing the country. It was 
nothing less than a human catastrophe for the former Soviet republic 
where the majority of citizens already live in poverty.

For several years now Christians for Israel, working together 
with Ebenezer, has been helping and supporting Jewish families in 
Georgia in many different ways, and since 1991 tens of thousands of 
Jews have made Aliyah to Israel. 

The prophet Jeremiah described the ‘Land of the North’ as a 
boiling pot (Jer.1:13-14). The prophet Zechariah says that when the 
Jews flee, they had better go to Israel: “Up, up, flee from the land of 
the north,” says the Lord; “for I have spread you abroad like the four 
winds of heaven,” says the Lord. “Up, Zion, escape, you who dwell 
with the daughter of Babylon.”          (Zech.2:6-7).

Some years ago I arrived in Georgia with this message and more 
Bible verses. It was a beautiful country with hundreds of villages 
in the mountains and on first sight all looked peaceful. We traveled 
all over the country and have since been back a second time, 
everywhere visiting Jewish families in their little houses and flats. 
The poverty was obvious wherever we went, but the hospitality 
was indescribable! And we thought to ourselves: ‘Do we really 
have to encourage the Jews living in these peaceful surroundings to 
leave everything behind and make Aliyah to an unstable situation 
in Israel?’ It was not an easy thing to do. But during that time we 
escorted many Jews to the airport of Tbilisi. It is quite unique that 
almost all Georgian Jews have biblical names. For example, we 
were able to escort the 32-year old Moses with his 22-year old 
sister Miriyam to the airport. The other family members were not 
yet prepared to join them. On the way we shared the Word of God 
with them and talked about spiritual matters, and they in turn asked 
us the question we hear again and again, why Christians show their 
love and support to Jews living all over the world, often in difficult 
circumstances, and even help them practically in crucial moments of 
their lives.

If there is one thing that Jews remember, it is the date of departure 
from their land of birth to the land of their forefathers. In the town of 
Kutaisi we had an appointment with a Hebrew teacher and her pupils 
who week by week are studying their future language. We talked 
with them, encouraging them with Bible verses. Some of them were 
still very young and yet determined to make Aliyah. Recently, the 
teacher decided to go to Israel herself and many others from Kutaisi 
followed her example – just in time.

Before leaving from Tbilisi to return to Ukraine we met with 
Abraham, his wife Sarah and their only son Isaac. They were elderly 
and knew the Bible well, but whether they would ever make Aliyah 
was uncertain.

The good news is that in August, just before the outbreak of the 
war, 8 Olim (Jews returning to Israel) reached the airport in Tbilisi 
safely and left for Israel where they have since started a new chapter 
in their lives.

As I am writing this, Alex Katz, head of the Jewish Agency in 
the former Soviet Union is in Georgia himself. He has arranged for 
extra El-Al flights so that Jews wanting to leave can get to Israel 
as quickly as possible. In August, through negotiation tens of Jews 
have been able to leave the town of Gori, occupied by Russian 
forces and situated in Central Georgia, and have now arrived safely 
in Israel, their home. We appreciate your prayers for the volunteers 
and drivers who are staying there under difficult circumstances and 
are still escorting Jews to the airport on roads in an even worse state 

than before as a result of the bombings.
When you help one Jewish person or one family or a busload of 

Jews make Aliyah to Israel you will receive a certificate with your 
name and the name(s) of the person or persons you have sponsored. 

By Koen Carlier
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Georgian-Jewish  immigrants arriving safely in Israel a few days after the war 
broke out in their country


