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“He who scattered Israel will 
gather them and will watch over 

His fl ock like a shepherd”
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Foreign Minister Tzipi Livni’s failure to form a 
government proved that all roads do in fact lead to 

Jerusalem. It was the issue of Jerusalem that deadlocked 
and ultimately scuttled Livni’s coalition negotiations with 
Shas, which demanded that she pledge not to negotiate the 
partition of the city with the Palestinians. Livni refused to 
make such a pledge. And so the negotiations failed and new 
elections will soon be called (most probably in February 
2009 - ed).w

In refusing to agree to Shas’s demand, Livni made clear 
that partitioning the city –that is, giving the Palestinians 
sovereignty over the Temple Mount and the Arab 
neighborhoods – is so central to her preferred foreign policy 
that she could not budge on the issue despite her obvious 
desire to take up residence in the Prime Minister’s Office. 
Moreover, it showed that she believes that the bulk of her 
potential voters hail from the post-Zionist Left. To win their 
support, she had to make clear that she is one of them.

In making Jerusalem, rather than welfare payments the 
wedge issue in their negotiations with Livni, Shas’s leaders 
demonstrated their recognition of the fact that defending 
Israeli sovereignty over the capital city is more important 
to their voters than increasing welfare. Had they entered 
a Livni government without securing a pledge to defend 
Jerusalem, Shas would have been hard pressed to compete 
with the Likud in the coming elections.

Due to the centrality of Jerusalem in Livni’s failed 
negotiations with Shas, it is apparent that maintaining or 
ending sovereignty over united Jerusalem will be the central 
issue of the coming elections. If the Left can convince a 
sufficient number of voters that a united Jerusalem is a drain 
on the country’s resources or that it is impossible to enforce 
Israeli law among an increasingly lawless and irredentist 
Arab population, then it will have a fighting chance of 
winning the elections.

If the Right is able to demonstrate that the problems that 
afflict Jerusalem are little different from those suffered by 
mixed Jewish-Arab cities throughout the country and are a 
consequence of government and municipal mismanagement 
and are therefore manageable, then it will win the elections.

Today the problems that Jerusalem faces stem from its 
unique demographic character, municipal mismanagement 
and the clear if previously unstated intention of successive 
leftist governments to eventually withdraw from the Temple 
Mount and from the city’s Arab neighbourhoods.

Jerusalem’s ranking today as the poorest city in the country 
redounds to the fact that that the majority of its residents 
are Arab and haredi. These two sectors by and large do not 
work and do not pay municipal taxes. As a consequence, the 
municipal tax burden falls on the plurality of Jerusalemites 
who work and pay taxes - mainly religious Zionists and 
non-observant Jews. Due to the unfair tax burden, recent 
years have seen a steady stream of the city’s productive 
residents migrating to surrounding communities where the 
tax burden is more evenly distributed and municipal services 
are consequently better.

Beyond the chronic problem of under-collection of 
taxes, Jerusalem suffers from problems of lawlessness 
among its Arab residents not unlike the problems that 
affect all cities with mixed Jewish and Arab populations. 
This Arab lawlessness is facilitated on a national level by 
the government’s refusal to order the police and the State 
Attorney’s Office to enforce and apply the law equally to 
Arab citizens.

Jerusalem also suffers from unique problems with 
lawlessness and underdevelopment. These problems have 
been created by successive governments that have silently 
encouraged the partition of the city by both enabling the PA 
to field militiamen in the city’s Arab neighbourhoods and 
discouraging and indeed prohibiting Jewish building in areas 
the government foresees being transferred to Palestinian 
sovereignty. These manufactured problems have retarded 
development and expansion plans. They have also artificially 
raised housing prices for the city’s Jewish residents.

One of the chief responsibilities of Palestinian militia that 
operates in the city has been to enforce the PA’s anti-Semitic 
law which defines the sale of land to Jews as a capital 
offense. Since 1994, dozens of Arab Jerusalemites have been 
executed by these men and their Fatah masters in Ramallah 
and Jericho for the “crime” of selling land to Jews. The 
government has made little effort to prosecute the offenders. 
Since 2004, when prime minister Ariel Sharon forced internal 

security minister Uzi Landau to resign due to Landau’s 
opposition to Sharon’s sharp turn to the left, the police have 
not been ordered to rein in the activities of the militia.

Largely as a consequence of this state of affairs, Jews 
are prevented from living in half of the city. The scarcity 
of housing options for Jews is what has caused an artificial 
increase in housing prices that has compelled young families 
to migrate out of the city.

Another factor contributing to the scarcity of land for 
Jewish building is the government’s refusal to permit the 
building of new neighbourhoods in areas like E-1 near 
Mount Scopus. Commerce is stifled, among other reasons, 
because the government has refrained from ordering the 
IDF to reassert control over Atarot municipal airport and 
industrial zone after the Palestinians began murdering 
businessmen, shooting passing motorists and threatening air 
traffic in 2000. In essence, as the building of the separation 
fence within Jerusalem’s municipal boundaries shows 
clearly, the government has been effectively enacting the 
partition of the city for the past several years without ever 
acknowledging this fact.

The government’s effective support for partition is perhaps 
nowhere more obvious than on the Temple Mount. There, 
the Islamic Wakf not only incites for jihad with impunity, it 
is also systematically destroying the remains of the Second 
Temple with impunity. The abject abandonment of Judaism’s 
holiest site by successive governments has facilitated not 
only the radicalization of Jerusalem Arabs from surrounding 
neighbourhoods, like Silwan, it has also emboldened global 
jihadists to believe that Jerusalem – and Israel with it – will 
soon fall into their hands.

In light of these difficult realities, it is a relief that the 
Jerusalemites have elected Nir Barkat as their new mayor in 
November. While the mayor of Jerusalem has only a limited 
capacity to solve the unique, politically-driven maladies 
endangering the city, he does have considerable power to 
solve the problems that are similar to those impacting other 
cities nationwide. He can compel residents to pay their 
municipal taxes. He can enforce building codes. And he can 
use his power and influence to facilitate new building while 
improving municipal infrastructure to encourage economic 
growth and population expansion.

Barkat is a 48-year-old Jerusalemite. He served as a 
company commander in the paratroopers, and then went 
on to make a fortune in the hi-tech sector. In 1999, he and 
his wife became active philanthropists supporting various 
Zionist educational causes related to the city. In 2003 he 
retired from his business ventures to run for mayor. His 
party, Yerushalayim Tatzliah (Jerusalem will succeed), won 
43 percent of the vote. Barkat has served for five years as 
the head of the opposition in the city council. In 2005, he 
joined Kadima.

Last year, he broke with Kadima when he discovered that 
the government was conducting negotiations on the partition 

of Jerusalem with Fatah leaders. Emerging as a staunch 
defender of the city’s unity, he was one of the prominent 
leaders of the national opposition movement which arose to 
demand that the government end its negotiations on the issue.

As a mayoral candidate, Barkat had assembled a 
candidates list for his party comprised of members of the 
Likud, the Gil Pensioners Party, the Green Party and Labor. 
They have committed themselves to a common platform 
pledged to defend and facilitate continued Israeli sovereignty 
over the entire city.

In a recent conversation, Barkat explained to me that 
enforcing law and order in the Arab neighborhoods while 
encouraging local, non-jihadist neighborhood councils to 
take a leadership role in their communities is one of his 
primary goals.

“Today we have a crazy situation in which the number 
of municipal inspectors assigned to a neighbourhood 
is inversely proportional to the degree of building 
code violations. We have four times more municipal 
inspectors assigned to Jewish neighborhoods than to Arab 
neighbourhoods which have four times more building 
violations. I will reverse this situation as mayor.”

Barkat also intends to push hard to build a new 
neighboorhood for young people in E-1. To date, building in 
E-1 has been blocked by the government which as bowed to 
US pressure not to build in the strategically critical area that 
connects Jerusalem to Ma’aleh Adumim.

Barkat also intends to encourage economic growth in the 
city by developing its tourist sector. He correctly identifies 
projects like the City of David as sites with massive tourist 
potential. He believes that the proper way to achieve his goal 
of bringing 10 million tourists a year is to develop tourist 
attractions that link the Old City to surrounding areas like 
Gush Etzion.

Barkat has a vision of setting up a council of metropolitan 
Jerusalem that will involve the heads of the Jewish 
communities around the city in its overall development 
plans. This he believes will encourage business growth 
and lead to more rational long-term urban planning and 
infrastructure development.

There is no guarantee, of course, that Barkat will be able 
to succeed in contending with the daunting challenges 
facing the city. But there is no doubt that he will bring a 
new integrity and commitment to the office and a welcome 
vision for Jerusalem that is both attractive and eminently 
achievable. Indeed, it is the success of Barkat’s vision 
that will put paid the notion that united Jerusalem is 
ungovernable.

The overwhelming majority of Israelis who are committed 
to safeguarding Israeli sovereignty over the eternal capital 
of the Jewish people will find in Barkat a formidable ally in 
city hall.

(Source: The Jerusalem Post)
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Both Church and synagogue have 
continued on through history, all over 

the world, but many times in a heartrending 
manner. However, despite the tension within 
the relationship of Church and synagogue, 
both share the same root, namely God’s 
covenant-relationship with Israel. More 
precisely, the Church stands on the root 
of God’s relationship with Israel. Paul, 
speaking about an olive tree with a root 
and branches, had to remind the Roman 
Christians, “You do not support the root, but 
the root supports you” (Rom. 11:18b).

“The Lord our God, the Lord is One”

The root is the covenant of God with 
Abraham, with Israel, the revelation of 
His name YHWH, by which He connected 
with them, established His alliance with 
them (see Gen. 12:1-3; Exod. 4:13-15). 
YHWH represents the Lord in His covenant 
relationship, and is for that reason His 
greatest revelation to man. It is the eternal 
Torah, the eternally ever-present, creating 
Word, which was before creation, stemming 
from the Father—the Word that became 
flesh (see John 1:1-18). The root of Israel is 
the Word of God, the creating Word. That is 
YHWH in the Old covenant; the Word made 
flesh, the Lamb of God in the New covenant. 
That is the Anointed One, the Messiah, and 
the King. “I am the Root and the Offspring 
of David,” He said (Rev. 22:16b; see also 
Rev. 5:5; Rom. 15:12). “I am the way and 
the truth and the life. No one comes to the 
Father except through Me” (John 14:6). 
“Anyone who has seen Me has seen the 
Father” (John 14:9b). “I and the Father are 
one” (John 10:30).

Again, the spiritual (and maybe even the 
physical) root of the Church is Israel, more 
specifically the new covenant made with 
the House of Israel and the House of Judah, 
part of the covenants God made with Israel. 
And this is still the case in spite of the early 
infiltration of the Church by elements of 
Greek philosophy and attempts to detach the 
Church from her Jewish root and to convert 
Israel to a non-Jewish theology. Despite her 
Gentile nature, the Church is grafted into the 
cultivated olive tree whose root is rich in sap 
(see Rom. 11:24). But the way we as Gentile 
Christians over the centuries have expressed 
our faith, cloaked in Greek philosophical 
terms that sometimes sounds like blasphemy 
to Jewish ears has darkened the face of Jesus 
for them.

Let me give you just one example. Have 
you ever tried to explain the mystery of the 
Trinity to a Jewish person, using the words 
of the ancient Christian confessions of 
faith, which were deeply shaped by Greek 
philosophy? The eyes of your Jewish friend 
probably glazed over! Indeed, however hard 
you try to explain or grasp this mystery, it 
remains elusive. In the lands of Christendom 
over the centuries, Jews chose to die, 
burning at the stake, with the crucifix of 
Jesus right before their eyes, rather than 
accept this foreign Christian god and violate 
the basic confession of their Jewish, biblical 
faith: “Hear O Israel; The Lord our God, the 
Lord is One” (Deut. 6:4). The concept of the 
Trinity is the basic stumbling block between 
Jews and Christians. 

If asked about this matter by Jewish 
friends, I sometimes take the following 
approach: “You Jews believe that God is 
One, don’t you?” “Oh yes, we do,” they 
will probably reply. Then I say, “Did you 

know that Jesus, who was a pious Jew, also 
believed that? When He was asked what was 
the most important commandment of all (see 
Mark 12:28-34), He replied, ‘Hear, O Israel; 
The Lord our God, the Lord is one,’ quoting 
the Shema (Deut. 6:4), known by every 
Jew and enclosed in the mezuzah on every 
Jewish doorpost. ‘And love the Lord your 
God with all your heart, body, and soul’ (see 
Deut. 6:5-6; Mark 12:28-34; Lev. 19:18). 
The same answer that every observant Jew 
would give today.”

The astounded response, “Did Jesus 
believe that?” reminds me how much we as 
a Church have clouded the face of Jesus for 
His own Jewish brothers and sisters. Then I 
say, “But you as Jewish people believe that 
the Torah is eternal and that God created 
everything through and by the Torah, don’t 
you?” “Oh yes, we do!” “So He can do that, 
and still be one God, can’t He?” “Of course, 
He can and He did,” they would say.

“Now let us look at the things of creation,” 
I say. “Let us look at the pillar of cloud and 
fire, and at the burning bush. These are all 
created things through which God could 
reveal Himself and still be one God, couldn’t 
He?” “Oh sure,” they will reply. “And what 
about the Angel of the Lord, who in Genesis 
18:10 and 13 is called Lord, using the 
four unpronounceable letters of the name 
YHWH? Angels are created beings. So He 
can reveal Himself through the Angel of the 
Lord and still be one God, can’t He?” “Oh 
sure,” they will say. “Now then,” I say, “if 
God wanted to reveal Himself in a perfect 
way to mankind, can He not, by the Torah 
through which He created everything, also 
create a human being in order to make God 
perfectly known to mankind, and still be 
one God? Cannot the Torah, in that sense 
as it were, become flesh, embodied in a 
human being, and God still be one God?” 
At this point, some will say, “Mmm, I never 
looked at it that way before. I have to think 
about that.”

For a better understanding, in Judaism 
there are “hypostases” of God, five ways 
that God uses to reveal Himself in creation: 
“Metatron” (“Sar ha-Paniem,” Sovereign 
Prince before the Face of God”); “Memra” 
(“Word” that comes forth from God); 
“Shekhinah” (“Divine Presence”); “Ruach 
ha-Kodesh” (“Holy Spirit”) and “Bath-Kol” 
(“Voice from Heaven”). Whereas, Christians 
believe that the ultimate way God chooses to 
reveal Himself to this world is by incarnation 
in Jesus: the Word that became flesh.

But no matter the differences in beliefs, 

one fact remains: The Church is grafted into 
that old root. The Church that reviled the 
synagogue and trampled Israel underfoot is 
merely an engrafted branch. Moreover, the 
Church has participated over the centuries 
in persecuting the true children of God even 
within her own ranks. The Church might, 
in the end, together with all other religions, 
even become part of an antichristian body 
as a new worldwide understanding of what 
religion is all about starts to arise: man being 
God, the religion of man. In the endtimes 
the apostate church herself will become part 
of a world-religious system that the apostle 
John calls the whore, drunk with the blood 
of the martyrs (see Rev. 17:6). Drunk with 
the blood of Jew and Gentile. 

All Israel Will Be Saved

God will not ignore what has been done 
to His people. The period of grace for the 
Gentiles will someday end. However, in 
North and South America, Asia, and Africa, 
it seems that the period of God’s grace is 
continuing, and many are coming to faith. 
Jesus promised that the Gospel would be 
preached to the ends of the earth before He 
returns (see Matt. 24:14). Through modern 
mass media, the Gospel is now going into 
the whole world, in all main languages, 
hundreds of hours per day, as never before 
in history. 

At the same time, Israel is beginning 
to go home. Jesus predicted that as well. 
“Now learn this lesson from the fig tree 
[Israel]: As soon as its twigs get tender and 
its leaves come out, you know that summer 
is near. Even so, when you see all these 
things [happening], you know that it [the 
kingdom of God] is near” (Matt. 24:32-33a; 
see also Luke 21:29-33). In addition, the 
signs of the times that He mentions in His 
end-time sermon (see Matt. 24; Mark 13; 
Luke 21) have been fulfilled over the last 
two thousand years, all except for two. And 
those two, the worldwide preaching of the 
Gospel and the return of the Jews to Israel, 
are being fulfilled in our day, before our very 
eyes. The return of Jesus is at the door! When 
God’s work of grace among the Gentiles is 
completed, qualitatively and quantitatively, 
and the fullness of the Gentiles has come 
in, has been engrafted, then all Israel will be 
saved.

We are in the middle of a “cross-fade.” 
The light over the heathen world is slowly 
fading, and the light over Israel is slowly 
coming on. All Israel shall be saved. What 
do we mean by “all Israel”? Do we mean 
that every Jew of the last generation living 
in Israel, before the coming of the Lord, 
will be saved? Will all those people come 
to faith in Jesus? Every man, woman, and 
child? Yes! When this question was posed to 
Rebecca de Graaf van Gelder, a well-known 
Jewish believer in Holland, her response 
was, “What’s the problem? Read Zechariah 
12:10–14! Do you object to this? You should 
rejoice!” Paul says, “And so all Israel will 
be saved, as it is written” (Rom. 11:26a), 
and Zechariah says that all the generations, 
all the clans and their wives, yes, even the 
land, will mourn when they will look upon 
the One they (and we all) have pierced (see 
Zech. 12:10-14). 

How is this going to happen? Keep on 
reading, for Paul refers to things happening 
“as it is written” (Rom. 11:26). How will 
it happen? he asks. “As it is written.” The 
Greek phrase used here means “just as.” 

Some people, however, stop reading after 
“And so all Israel will be saved.” Then they 
explain that in this verse “all Israel” means 
the Church—all those Gentiles and Jews 
who believe in Christ—the “spiritual Israel.” 
But this is a form of replacement theology, 
in which the Church is considered to be the 
“real” Israel, the newly chosen people of 
God, replacing the old unbelieving Israel. 
But there can be no doubt that in Romans
chapters 9–11, Paul is speaking about 
physical Israel, not about the Church. Israel 
means Israel. He wrestles with the question 
of why most of the Jews cannot see who 
Jesus really is. And then he starts to see 
how one day they will, and he explains how 
finally all Israel shall be saved. So we have 
to read on.

This is how it will happen—as it is
written! And what has been written? “The 
deliverer will come from Zion; He will turn 
godlessness away from Jacob. And this is 
My covenant with them when I take away 
their sins” (Rom. 11:26b-27) says God. He 
Himself will do that through the outpouring 
of the Holy Spirit and the return of Jesus. 

There is in Scripture a clear line showing
God working through Israel to reach the 
world, and not the other way around. Of 
course, in the future, in the Kingdom, the 
nations from all over the world will come to 
Israel and celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles 
in Jerusalem, bringing their gifts (see Zech. 
14). Even today, people from all over the 
world help and support Israel, for instance, 
by upholding the Jews and helping them 
to return home. There is a practical line of 
assistance from the Gentile world to Israel; 
but is there a spiritual line as well? Yes, 
first and foremost—prayer. And sometimes 
we are allowed, when asked, to give our 
testimony. Sometimes the Lord will even 
bless that testimony by opening the eyes of 
a Jewish person to Jesus, so that he or she 
becomes a part of the remnant according 
to the election of grace. But essentially, 
salvation originates at the throne of God and 
goes via Israel into the world.

The mystery of Israel’s unbelief is the
mystery of the ingathering of the Gentile 
peoples. More accurately, it is the mystery 
of God’s “taking from the Gentiles a
people for Himself” (Acts 15:14b; see 
also verses 15-17), and then returning to 
“rebuild David’s fallen tent.” Then, through 
Jerusalem and Israel, salvation will go 
out from Jerusalem into a new earth. At 
first, there will be a Christian Church, a 
Bride for the Lamb, made up of Jews and 
Gentile without any dividing wall (see Eph. 
2:11-22), a Queen for the King. After that, 
all Israel will be saved and will be a blessing 
in the midst of the earth. 

God will soon come to give Israel rest.
Three times we have learned about a divine 
“until.” Jerusalem is trodden underfoot by 
the Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles
are fulfilled. Israel is temporarily and 
partially hardened until the fullness of 
the Gentiles, the fullness of the Christian 
Church (and only God knows when that 
point has been reached) has come in or has 
been engrafted into the root, into the new 
covenant made with Israel. And the Jewish 
people will not see Jesus until they will say, 
“Blessed is He who comes in the name of the 
Lord.” And one day they will say just that. 

(Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer is the President of

Christians for israel International)

Understanding Israel and the Church
By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer

December 08 bible study

Willem Glashouwer



4 israel December 08

I met him only days ago in Israel. At first 
glance, he seemed like the loneliest 

sentry in the world, serving in one of the 
most dangerous places, a solitary figure 
standing at the crossroads of ancient and 
modern history. Barely out of high school in 
Toronto, this young man had responded to a 
mysterious inner summons that called him 
back to his ancestral homeland, Israel. With 
his basic training behind him, he was now a 
full fledged member of one of the world’s 
elite armies, the IDF (Israel Defence Force). 

His responsibility on this day was to stand 
guard over a valley where Israel’s history 
began in the heartland among the mountains 
of Samaria. Yet I couldn’t help thinking he 
seemed so young to have his finger on the 
trigger of the deadly M16 slung over his 
shoulder. From his lofty, if lonely, outpost 
this boy soldier had a panoramic view of 
Israel’s glorious past and troubled present.

Samaria: Birthplace of a Nation

Four thousand years before, as Abram 
passed through Shechem, in the plain of 
Moreh below, God appeared to him and 
promised to give him and his descendants 
the land on which he walked. To 
commemorate the moment - and the promise 
- Abram (exalted father), whose name God 
subsequently changed to Abraham (father 
of a multitude), built an altar unto the Lord 
(Genesis 12: 6, 7; 17: 5).

In the distance, across the valley, stood 
more biblical milestones and eyewitnesses 
to history, the mountains of Gerizim and 
Ebal, known respectively as the mountains 
of blessing and cursing.  Moses, prior to 
his death on the other side of the Jordan 
River, had commanded Israel to assemble at 
Gerizim and Ebal, following their conquest 
of Canaan. Six tribes were to stand on one 
mountain and six on the other. They were 

to listen attentively as the loud voices of 
the Levitical priests recited, alternately, 
accompanied by responsive Amen’s from the 
people, the blessings or curses that would 
fall upon Israel according to her obedience 
or disobedience (Deut. Chs. 27 and 28). 
Since Israel was more inclined toward 
disobedience, this valley would bear witness 
to yet another grand assembly, that day when 
Joshua was compelled to challenge Israel 
and declare:”…choose you this day whom 
you will serve…but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord” (Josh. 24:15).

Valley of Discontent

Called Shechem in biblical times, the 
city now dominating this wide valley of 
discontent is better known as Nablus. It 
is home to an ever increasing Palestinian 
population, and an urban sprawl which now 
covers the landscape between the mountains. 
As a result, Nablus has become important as 
one among a number of larger Palestinian 

cities in the current struggle for peace in the 
Holy Land. Yet, it is also the place where a 
nation called Israel was born. This young 
soldier knew this only too well; he must 
also have known that Joseph’s bones were 
laid to rest here following Israel’s Exodus 
from Egypt (Joshua 24:32; Acts 7:16).  For 
this reason, Joseph’s Tomb had been a focus 
of Jewish pilgrimage down through the 
centuries. It remained so until it was attacked 
and burned by the citizens of Nablus a 
few years ago. Today, while some Jewish 
pilgrims still dare to pray there, they can do 
so only at certain times, and then only under 
military protection. Ironically, it’s only a 
stone’s throw from Joseph’s Tomb to Jacob’s 
Well, the place of Jesus’ encounter with the 
Samaritan woman (John 4). Her ancestors, 
the Samaritans, still live on Mount Gerizim, 
above Nablus. 

Struggle in the Heartland

As more and more Jews return to Israel 
and build upon their ancient and biblical high 
places, they do so against the backdrop of a 
burgeoning Palestinian population in this 
biblical heartland. In an ideal world, both 
communities would peacefully co-exist, but 
recent history has shown that events on the 
ground are far from ideal. This is why Jewish 
children, even those in elementary grades, 
must travel to nearby schools under armed 
escort and in bullet-proof buses. It is also 
why Jewish communities are protected by 
barb-wire and perimeter fences. Ironically, 
if unfairly, Palestinians move around freely 
requiring no similar protection. 

And so this young soldier of Israel must 
stay alert on his watch, knowing that terror 
can strike at any time and at any place. What 
was he thinking as his afternoon solitude 
was interrupted by a busload of excited 
Christians with black and white faces, 

members of Christians for Israel’s first truly 
international tour? We were from the African 
nations of Cameroon, Kenya, Nigeria, South 
Africa and Uganda; from the European 
nations of Holland, Hungary, Transylvania 
and Ukraine; from America and Canada. Our 
heavy, bullet-proof bus had struggled to reach 
that high place above the new town of Itamar, 
but, in retrospect, the slow climb was worth 
the effort. The broad smile on the soldier’s 
face made it all worthwhile. God had not 
forgotten him, or Israel, not if Christians 
from so many nations far away had come to 
hug and encourage him. And who, but God, 
could have brought together such a culturally 
diverse group of Christians?

Promised Land or Palestinian State?

As certain nations seek ways to cheat her
out of her God-given inheritance, I think of 
the Jews I met on this tour of Samaria. These 
are people who are daily risking their lives 
and those of their children in order to rebuild 
a nation in the place where it all began;
they are doing so as a direct fulfillment of 
Ezekiel’s glorious prophecy (Ch.36). And 
I think of the young Canadian in the IDF 
uniform…

God calls this the Promised Land. He
promised it to the descendants of Abraham. 

The nations have named it the so-called
West Bank, an area they have designated 
for a Palestinian state. These nations are 
now on a collision course with the God of 
Israel and of history. The question is: when 
and how will this struggle end? God knows! 
But I know this, that as long as one soldier 
of Israel is standing guard over the biblical 
heartland, we can be just as sure God is 
keeping His long-standing promises to His 
Chosen People!

(Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Chairman of Christians
for Israel International - www.c4i.ca) 

Watchman over Israel
By Rev. Dr. John Tweedie

John Tweedie

At times like this, words fail us. We are 
struck silent by the sheer barbarism 

and scope of the tragedy: the cold blooded 
murder of Rabbi Gavriel and Rivkah 
Holtzberg – a young couple who left 
behind all of the creature comforts of life 
in the West to go and help other Jews – four 
other Jews shot dead inside the Chabad 
House, another 169 people killed, and 240 
wounded.

I personally benefited from the 
self-sacrifice of the Holtzbergs. In 2003, they 
moved to Mumbai, giving up the comforts 
of the West in order to spread some light 
in one corner of the world. They purchased 
and renovated the building formerly known 
as the Nariman House into a beautiful 
five-story hotel, full of rooms for guests, 
dining rooms, and large pantries to hold all 
the kosher foodstuffs necessary to feed the 
multitude of visitors each week. The Chabad 
House was a glowing beacon of holiness in 
a city filled with poverty and starvation.

A few months ago, I left my family behind 
to travel to India to carry out fieldwork 
and research. Long before I stepped onto 
the airplane, I knew I’d be in good hands 
-- friends contacted the Holtzbergs to 
ensure that I would have a place to connect 
with other Jews, pray, and have a warm, 
home-cooked meal.

During my month-long stay in India, I 
met Sandra Samuel, the helper and nanny 
for the Chabad in Mumbai for several years. 

Sandra overcame the natural instinct of self 
preservation and re-entered an upper floor 
of the Chabad House to rescue Moshe, the 
Holtzberg’s 2-year-old son. She later recalled, 
“I just grabbed the baby and ran out.”

The baby became an orphan in blood-
soaked clothes.

I doubt that many of us would be able 
to look past our own selfish desire to save 
ourselves and put ourselves in harm’s way. 
She is one of no doubt many quiet heroes 
who have emerged at these horrendous 
times.

Every night that I visited the Chabad 
House, the place was packed with Jews 
from around the world who had come to 
Mumbai. Some were Israelis looking for 
a chance to relax after an intense tour in 
the Israeli army; others were businessmen 
seeking to cut deals with the well-known 
textile merchants nearby. Some were tourists 
looking to experience the local Indian 
Jewish community known as the Bnei Israel. 
The Holtzbergs made sure that all of us felt 

welcomed and comfortable.
Rabbi Holtzberg was a Torah scholar and 

trained as a mohel and shochet. Together 
with his wife they ran a synagogue, taught 
Torah classes, counseled drug addicts, and 
fought the poverty they saw all around.

Most of all, they helped us to feel Jewish. 
Even those soldiers who had long ago 
stopped attending synagogue wiped back a 
tear as we sang “Shalom Aleichem” around 
the Shabbat table.

Moving Forward

This is not the first time that a Chabad 
rabbi has been cut down by a terrorist. 
Back in the 1950s, a rabbi and four students 
were killed in the Israeli village known as 
Kfar Chabad. These residents had arrived 
from Europe, leaving a land decimated 
by the Holocaust to rebuild a new Jewish 
society in the miniscule land of Israel. After 
their death, many of their friends felt the 
hopelessness and despair we feel now.

It is said that the Lubavitcher Rebbe sent 
a telegram to the survivors of the attack that 
had only three Hebrew words: B’hemshech 
habinyan tenu’chamu – “You will feel 
comfort through continuing to build.”

And that is the message for us today: 
Continue to build. Do not give up. Do not let 
hate or a desire for vengeance blind us to the 
positive impact that all of us can have.

Because if we become afraid, immobilized, 

hesitant, then we’ve handed the terrorists a 
victory.

Words may fail us, but actions cannot.
The Jewish community has already come
together over this issue; thousands of 
emails, blogs, and websites have called upon 
Jews around the world to say Psalms, give 
charity, and do acts of kindness. On online 
bulletin boards where tempers can too often 
flare, arguments were quickly shelved and 
cooperation ensued.

We can all put our grief, our disbelief, our
desire to do something into action – and we 
must do it quickly. Send money to a Jewish 
cause. Spend some time telling your parents, 
children, and friends how much you love 
them and care for them. See what positive 
things you can do for an ailing neighbor or a 
depressed friend.

We are at war with many enemies, those
who seek to turn our planet to darkness. 
The Holtzberg’s were on the front lines 
of dispelling that darkness, putting the 
beauty of Judaism against loneliness and 
despair. For many of the backpackers and 
visitors, coming into contact with the joy 
and love extended by Rabbi Gavriel and 
Rivkah Holtzberg gave them their chance to 
embrace their Jewish heritage.

(Rabbi Dr. Daniel P. Aldrich currently lives with his
family in West Lafayette, Indiana where he and his wife 
Yael work to spread the love of Torah among Purdue 
University students and the community).

Tragedy in Mumbai
By Rabbi Dr. Daniel P. Aldrich
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Lyndon Johnson’s actions rescued hundreds of 
endangered Jews during the Holocaust.

Recently, the Associated Press reported that newly 
released tapes from US president Lyndon Johnson’s White 
House office showed LBJ’s “personal and often emotional 
connection to Israel.” The news agency pointed out that 
during the Johnson presidency (1963-1969), “the United 
States became Israel’s chief diplomatic ally and primary 
arms supplier.”

But the news report does little to reveal the full historical 
extent of Johnson’s actions on behalf of the Jewish people 
and the State of Israel. Most students of the Arab-Israeli 
conflict can identify Johnson as the president during the 
1967 war. But few know about LBJ’s actions to rescue 
hundreds of endangered Jews during the Holocaust – 
actions that could have thrown him out of Congress and 
into jail. Indeed, the title of “Righteous Gentile” is certainly 
appropriate in the case of the Texan, whose centennial year 
is being commemorated this year.

Historians have revealed that Johnson, while serving as a 
young congressman in 1938 and 1939, arranged for visas to 
be supplied to Jews in Warsaw, and oversaw the apparently 
illegal immigration of hundreds of Jews through the port of 
Galveston, Texas.

A key resource for uncovering LBJ’s pro-Jewish activity 
is the unpublished 1989 doctoral thesis by University of 
Texas student Louis Gomolak, “Prologue: LBJ’s Foreign 
Affairs Background, 1908-1948.” Johnson’s activities were 
confirmed by other historians in interviews with his wife, 
family members and political associates.

Leo Frank’s Lynching

Research into Johnson’s personal history indicates that he 
inherited his concern for the Jewish people from his family. 
His aunt Jessie Johnson Hatcher, a major influence on LBJ, 
was a member of the Zionist Organization of America. 
According to Gomolak, Aunt Jessie had nurtured LBJ’s 
commitment to befriending Jews for 50 years. As a young 
boy, Lyndon watched his politically active grandfather 
“Big Sam” and father “Little Sam” seek clemency for Leo 
Frank, the Jewish victim of a blood libel in Atlanta. Frank 
was lynched by a mob in 1915, and the Ku Klux Klan in 
Texas threatened to kill the Johnsons. The Johnsons later 
told friends that Lyndon’s family hid in their cellar while his 
father and uncles stood guard with shotguns on their porch 
in case of KKK attacks. Johnson’s speechwriter later stated, 
“Johnson often cited Leo Frank’s lynching as the source of 
his opposition to both anti-Semitism and isolationism.”

Already in 1934 – four years before Chamberlain’s 
Munich sellout to Hitler Johnson was keenly alert to the 
dangers of Nazism and presented a book of essays, Nazism: 
An Assault on Civilization, to the 21-year-old woman he 
was courting, Claudia Taylor - later known as “Lady Bird” 

Johnson. It was an incredible engagement present.
Five days after taking office in 1937, LBJ broke with the 

“Dixiecrats” and supported an immigration bill that would 
naturalize illegal aliens, mostly Jews from Lithuania and 
Poland. In 1938, Johnson was told of a young Austrian 
Jewish musician who was about to be deported from the 
United States. With an element of subterfuge, LBJ sent him 
to the US Consulate in Havana to obtain a residency permit. 
Erich Leinsdorf, the world famous musician and conductor, 
credited LBJ for saving his life.

Get as many Jews out

That same year, LBJ warned a Jewish friend, Jim Novy, 
that European Jews faced annihilation. “Get as many Jewish 
people as possible out [of Germany and Poland],” were 
Johnson’s instructions. Somehow, Johnson provided him 
with a pile of signed immigration papers that were used to 
get 42 Jews out of Warsaw.

But that wasn’t enough. According to historian James M. 
Smallwood, Congressman Johnson used legal and sometimes 
illegal methods to smuggle “hundreds of Jews into Texas, 
using Galveston as the entry port. Enough money could buy 
false passports and fake visas in Cuba, Mexico and other 
Latin American countries.... Johnson smuggled boatloads 
and planeloads of Jews into Texas. He hid them in the Texas 
National Youth Administration... Johnson saved at least four 
or five hundred Jews, possibly more.”

During World War II Johnson joined Novy at a small 
Austin gathering to sell $65,000 in war bonds. According to 
Gomolak, Novy and Johnson then raised a very “substantial 
sum for arms for Jewish underground fighters in Palestine.” 
One source cited by the historian reports that “Novy and 
Johnson had been secretly shipping heavy crates labeled 
‘Texas Grapefruit’ – but containing arms – to Jewish 
underground ‘freedom fighters’ in Palestine.”

On June 4, 1945, Johnson visited Dachau. According to 
Smallwood, Lady Bird later recalled that when her husband 
returned home, “he was still shaken, stunned, terrorized and 
bursting with an overpowering revulsion and incredulous 
horror at what he had seen.”

Defender of Israel

A decade later while serving in the Senate, Johnson 
blocked the Eisenhower administration’s attempts to apply 
sanctions against Israel following the 1956 Sinai Campaign. 
“The indefatigable Johnson had never ceased pressure on the 
administration,” wrote I.L. “Si” Kenen, the head of AIPAC 
at the time.

As Senate majority leader, Johnson consistently blocked 
the anti-Israel initiatives of his fellow Democrat, William 
Fulbright, the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee. Among Johnson’s closest advisers during this 
period were several strong pro-Israel advocates, including 
Benjamin Cohen (who 30 years earlier was the liaison 
between Supreme Court justice Louis Brandeis and Chaim 
Weizmann) and Abe Fortas, the legendary Washington 
“insider.”

Johnson’s concern for the Jewish people continued through 
his presidency. Soon after taking office in the aftermath of 
John F. Kennedy’s assassination in 1963, Johnson told an 
Israeli diplomat, “You have lost a very great friend, but you 
have found a better one.”

Just one month after succeeding Kennedy, LBJ attended 
the December 1963 dedication of the Agudas Achim 
Synagogue in Austin. Novy opened the ceremony by saying 
to Johnson, “We can’t thank him enough for all those Jews 
he got out of Germany during the days of Hitler.”

Lady Bird would later describe the day, according to 
Gomolak: “Person after person plucked at my sleeve and 
said, ‘I wouldn’t be here today if it wasn’t for him. He 
helped me get out.’” Lady Bird elaborated, “Jews had been 
woven into the warp and woof of all [Lyndon’s] years.”

1967 War

The prelude to the 1967 war was a terrifying period for 
Israel, with the US State Department led by the historically 
unfriendly Dean Rusk urging an evenhanded policy despite 
Arab threats and acts of aggression. Johnson held no such 
illusions. After the war he placed the blame firmly on 
Egypt: “If a single act of folly was more responsible for this 
explosion than any other, it was the arbitrary and dangerous 
announced decision [by Egypt] that the Strait of Tiran would 
be closed [to Israeli ships and Israeli-bound cargo].”

Kennedy was the first president to approve the sale 
of defensive US weapons to Israel, specifically Hawk 
anti-aircraft missiles. But Johnson approved tanks and 
fighter jets, all vital after the 1967 war when France imposed 
a freeze on sales to Israel.

Israel won the 1967 war, and Johnson worked to make 
sure it also won the peace. “I sure as hell want to be careful 
and not run out on little Israel,” Johnson said in a March 
1968 conversation with his ambassador to the United 
Nations, Arthur Goldberg, according to White House tapes 
recently released.

Soon after the 1967 war, Soviet premier Aleksei Kosygin 
asked Johnson at the Glassboro Summit why the US 
supported Israel when there were 80 million Arabs and only 
three million Israelis. “Because it is right,” responded the 
straight-shooting Texan.

The crafting of UN Resolution 242 in November 1967 
was done under Johnson’s scrutiny. The call for “secure 
and recognized boundaries” was critical. The American and 
British drafters of the resolution opposed Israel returning 
all the territories captured in the war. In September 1968, 
Johnson explained, “We are not the ones to say where other 
nations should draw lines between them that will assure each 
the greatest security. It is clear, however, that a return to the 
situation of 4 June 1967 will not bring peace. There must 
be secure and there must be recognized borders. Some such 
lines must be agreed to by the neighbors involved.”

Goldberg later noted, “Resolution 242 in no way refers to 
Jerusalem, and this omission was deliberate.” This historic 
diplomacy was conducted under Johnson’s stewardship, as 
Goldberg related in oral history to the Johnson Library. “I 
must say for Johnson,” Goldberg stated. “He gave me great 
personal support.”

Robert David Johnson, a professor of history at Brooklyn 
College, recently wrote in The New York Sun, “Johnson’s 
policies stemmed more from personal concerns – his
friendship with leading Zionists, his belief that America had a 
moral obligation to bolster Israeli security and his conception 
of Israel as a frontier land much like his home state of 
Texas. His personal concerns led him to intervene when he 
felt that the State or Defense departments had insufficiently 
appreciated Israel’s diplomatic or military needs.”

President Johnson firmly pointed American policy in a 
pro-Israel direction. In a historical context, the American 
emergency airlift to Israel in 1973, the constant diplomatic 
support, the economic and military assistance and the 
strategic bonds between the two countries can all be credited 
to the seeds planted by LBJ.

(Lenny Ben-David served as deputy chief of mission of the Israeli 
Embassy in Washington. Today, an international consultant, he blogs at 
www.lennybendavid.com)

LBJ: A Friend in Deed
By Lenny Ben-David

Lyndon Johnson
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Did the Jews really kill Jesus?
A good friend of mine who was a Conservative Jewish 

rabbi once said, “I could get into a boat and sail off 
in the ocean of Jewish blood that has been shed in Jesus’ 
name”. The ocean of Jewish blood shed in Jesus’ name? 
Absolutely. Edward Flannery writes:

The vast majority of Christians, even well educated, are 
all but totally ignorant of what happened to Jews in history 
and of the culpable involvement of the Church … It is little 
exaggeration to state that those pages of history Jews have 
committed to memory are the very ones that have been torn 
from Christian (and secular)  history books.

What was it that provoked such “Christian” hostility 
toward the Jews? Above all, it was the belief that the Jews 
killed Jesus, leading to the charge of deicide (killing God!). 
Not surprisingly, some Jewish groups were up in arms 
before Mel Gibson’s The Passion of the Christ movie came 
out in 2004, fearing similar attacks from “Christians” who 
watched the movie. That is how deeply this issue touches 
the Jewish people.

Of course, even if the broad statement that “the Jews killed 
Jesus” was totally true, it would not justify Christian hatred 
or persecution of the Jewish people, and we can safely say 
that only hypocritical or counterfeit Christians could have 
been quilty of committing atrocities against the Jews for this 
reason. But did the Jews really kill Jesus? What does the 
New Testament say?

1) The primary message of the New Testament is that God 
gave His Son for the salvation of the world, and therefore 
the death of Jesus was the explicit, foreordained will of God 
(see 1 Peter 1:18-20). True Christians, therefore, do not 
blame anyone for killing Jesus; rather, they thank God for 
sending His Son. This is a central theme of the Scriptures: 
“For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only 
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life” (John 3:16). “But God demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While we were still sinners, [Messiah] 
died for us” (Romans 5:8).

2) Jesus Himself testified that no one took His life; He laid 
it down willingly.

This is how we know what love is: Jesus [the Messiah] 
laid down his life for us.

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down 
his life for the sheep … The reason my Father loves me is 
that I lay down my life – only to take it up again. No one 
takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have 
authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again.

This command I received from my Father (1 John 3:16)

Who among us does not live with constant gratefulness 
to the Lord Jesus for laying down His life on our behalf? 
Who would ever think of blaming the Jews (or Romans or 
anyone) for killing Him? Yes, Jesus “loves us and has freed 
us from our sins by his blood” (Revelation 1:5), and for 
that we give thanks. That’s why the words of Revelation 
5:9 will be sung through the ages: “You are worthy to take 
the scroll and to open its seals because you were slain, and 
with your blood you purchased men for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation.” (John 10:11, 
17-18)

3) Jesus died as the payment for our sins, and therefore it 
was our sins that nailed Him to the cross. As expressed in 
the classic words of Isaiah 53: 4-6:

Surely he took up our infirmities 
And carried our sorrows,
Yet we considered him stricken by God,
Smitten by him, and afflicted.
But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
He was crushed for our iniquities;
The punishment that brought us peace was upon him,
And by his wounds we are healed.
We all, like sheep, have gone astray,
Each of us has turned to his own way;
And the LORD has laid on him
The iniquity of us all.

It has sometimes been said that a person has not 
truly repented until he realizes that it is his own sins 
that nailed Jesus to the cross. As expressed by John 

Newton, the former slave trader who went on to write the 
hymn “Amazing Grace”’

My conscience felt and owned its quilt,
And plunged me in despair;
I saw my sins His blood had spilt
And helped to nail Him there.

I ask again: What man or woman with this understanding 
would think for a moment about blaming someone else for 
Yeshua’s death?

4) There is Jewish responsibility for rejecting the Messiah 
and giving Him over to the Romans to be executed, but 
when the Jewish people are confronted with this in the 
New Testament, the Jews are told either that they acted 
in ignorance, or that Jesus’ death was ordained by God 
or that Jesus rose from the dead and that there is hope for 
redemption if they would repent. The message is even called 
“Good News”! (Note also that Jewish responsibility for the 
death of Jesus primarily fell on a limited number of Jewish 
people as opposed to the nation as a whole.) Listen to the 
testimony of the Word:

“Men of Israel, listen to this: Jesus of Nazareth … was 
handed over to you by God’s set purpose and foreknowledge; 
and you, with the help of wicked men, put him to death by 
nailing him to the cross … Therefore let all Israel be assured 
of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Christ.”

When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and 
said to Peter and the other apostles, “Brother, what shall we 
do?” Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of 
you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your 
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. The 
promise is for you and your children and for all who are far 
off-for all whom the Lord our God will call.” (Acts 2:22-23, 
36-39; see also Acts 4:25-28)

The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our 
fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over 
to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though 
he had decided to let him go. You disowned the Holy and 
Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to 
you. You killed the author of life, but God raised him from 
the dead. We are witnesses of this… Now, brothers, I know 
that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. (Acts 
3:13-15, 17)

Brothers, children of Abraham, and your God-fearing 
Gentiles, it is to us that this message of salvation has been 
sent. The people of Jerusalem and their rulers did not 

recognize Jesus, yet in condemning him they fulfilled the 
words of the prophets that are read every Sabbath. Though 
they found no proper ground for a death sentence, they 
asked Pilate to have him executed. When they had carried 
out all that was written about him, they took him down from 
the tree and laid him in a tomb. But God raised him from 
the dead, and for many days he was seen by those who had
travelled with him from Galilee to Jerusalem. They are now 
his witnesses to our people.

We tell you the good news: What God promised our 
fathers he has fulfilled for us, their children, by raising up 
Jesus. (Acts 13:26-33)

What a contrast between the historic “Christian” message, 
which condemned and hated Jews for killing Jesus, calling 
them “Christ killers” and often going on violent rampages 
against Jewish people after Easter services, and these New 
Testament messages, which recognize Jewish responsibility 
in giving Jesus over to the Romans to be crucified but which 
state that: (1) His death was the preordained will of God; (2) 
the leaders acted in ignorance; (3) Jesus rose from the dead; 
(4) the door of repentance and mercy is still open wide; (5) 
God wants to bless them, not curse the; and (6) the message 
is good news!

And note carefully that there is not a single time in the 
entire New Testament that the charge of deicide is ever 
raised, either explicitly or implicitly.

5) The Romans made the legal decision and committed 
the physical act of crucifying the Son of God, but this only 
highlights the point I have been making, since no one would 
ever think of hating the Italians today because some of their 
ancestors crucified Jesus. Of course not!

With this in mind, we can see how utterly diabolical it 
has been to hate and persecute and blame Jews for the death 
of Jesus. Even the fact that the great majority of Jewish 
people have continued to reject Him as Messiah provides 
no justification for anti-Jewish sentiments, since the Word 
reminds us that we, too, were once ignorant and blind to 
God’s love (see Titus 3:3-7; for Paul’s own testimony, see 
1 Timothy 1:12-13). Jesus also prayed for forgiveness for 
those who crucified Him (see Luke 23:34), and if Jewish 
people were quilty of His death, then they were included in 
His prayer for forgiveness. Quite tragically, the “Church” 
has often been its own worst enemy, driving Jews away from 
Jesus rather than attracting them to Him.

We can safely say, then, that to blame anyone for Jesus’ 
death is to obscure the greatness of His self-sacrifice and to 
diminish the depth of His love, and if He died for any reason 
other than His wilful atonement for our sins, we have no 
Gospel, no New Testament, no hope.

(Source: What Do Jewish People Think About Jesus – Michael L. Brown, 
Chosen books - Baker Publishing group, ISBN 978-0-8007-9426-2)

By Michael L. Brown
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Most of the time evil cloaks itself with some form of 
apparent righteousness. Lenin, Stalin, Pol Pot and 

Chairman Mao killed millions for what they claimed were 
just causes that would benefit humankind. Many in the 
Moslem world mask their evil behavior and terrorism with 
the cloak of religion and faith.

To a certain extent, however, the brutal behavior of 
the evil of the Nazis and Germans towards the Jewish 
people was an exception to this rule. Here was raw evil 
unmasked and unashamed with no excuses presented and 
no justification advanced. And this clear revelation was on 
world display on the night of Kristallnacht.

Synagogues burned to the ground, Jews killed and arrested 
and sent to concentration camps, Jewish stores and homes 
destroyed and vandalized -- all of this occurred on that black 
night in November 1938. It became clearer to those who 
wanted to see it that the Final Solution was going to become 
a reality.

Kristallnacht was the watershed event in the destruction of 
European Jewry. The only question after Kristallnacht was 
whether anything could be done to save European Jewry 
from the planned disaster that Hitler and his cohorts wished 
to visit on the Jewish people.

Unfortunately the practical answer to this question of life 
and death turned out to be one of helplessness and almost 
surrender. Thus Kristallnacht should have removed the 
blinders from the eyes of the Western world as to what 
awaited them a few short months later from Germany --
 a world war that would destroy tens of millions and destroy 
Europe for generations. Part of the tragedy of Kristallnacht 
is that it did not send the necessary wakeup call to 
those who could have yet stood up to Germany. And so the 
deluge arrived.

WAR AGAINST GOD

It was not a random event that synagogues were destroyed 
and scrolls of Torah were desecrated. The Nazi regime in 
Germany was basically anti-religion and anti-God, and the 
Jewish people represented -- and still represent -- faith and 
awe of the Almighty. Individual Jews, even though millions 
of them may have abandoned Jewish practice and faith, 
were nevertheless caught in the net of the Jewish faith and 
tradition of Torah. Hitler stated that the Jewish problem was 
genetic and not one of individual behavior.

Most of the Jews in Germany were assimilated, proud 
Germans who placed their Germaness over their Jewish 
ancestry. But Jewishness can never be separated from 
Torah, and if there were Jews who did not understand this, 
the Nazis certainly did. Kristallnacht was the attack against 
Judaism, against Torah, against God Himself, so to speak. 
Jews were always persecuted not for their own personal 
behavior or human failings but for the faith and value system 

that they represented.
Judaism was the antithesis of all that Naziism and its 

barbarism stood for. And therefore Kristallnacht marks the 
beginning of that all out war against Judaism, the Jewish 
people, Torah and the God of Israel. And we can say of 
Kristallnacht what the great martyr of Roman times, Rabi 
Chanina ben Tradyon said of the scroll of Torah in which he 
was wrapped and burned alive: “The scrolls and parchment 
may burn to ashes but the letters of the Torah still float in 
the air.” The synagogues and Torahs of the Jews of Germany 
were reduced to ashes and the Jews were killed, but the 
words and values of Torah and the souls of the murdered 
still float in the air, giving the world no rest and still raising 
matters of conscience.

FIRE THAT BUILDS

Kristallnacht demands of us to strengthen our ties to 
Judaism and to stand strong on behalf of the values and lives 
of Jews the world over and in defense of the Jewish state. 
It is tragic beyond words that Hitler should gain posthumous 

victory over Torah and the Jewish people. Saying “never 
again” is wishful and in itself impractical. Only actions and 
constructive efforts can guarantee “never again” as a reality.

Every Jew has a responsibility to one’s self and to 
one’s family future -- as well as to Jewish history and 
destiny -- to strengthen one’s attachment to Judaism and the 
Jewish people.

The fires of Kristallnacht must be converted to the 
fire of Judaism and Jewish life within the souls of the 
Jewish people. Fire destroys and fire warms; it can be 
constructive or destructive. Those choices remain with us, 
and Kristallnacht and its events focus our attention on these 
choices. May the memory of Kristallnacht light the fire of a
greater Jewish future within all of us.

(Berel Wein, the Founder and Director of The Destiny 
Foundation has recently received the Torah Prize Award for his 
achievements in teaching Torah and spreading Judaism around the 
world. Rabbi Wein lives and teaches in Jerusalem. Visit his site at 
http://www.rabbiwein.com)

In all world politics – but especially in the Middle East – 
appearances can deceive. Although power is powerful 

and weakness is weak, power can weaken itself. Sometimes, 
weakness can even become a source of power. Nowhere 
is this paradox more apparent than in Israel’s endlessly 
self-deceiving relationship with the Palestinians.

From the start, the Palestinians, understanding the 
importance of language, have transformed their widely 
presumed weakness into a genuine source of power.

Repeatedly, the “weak” Palestinians have outmanoeuvred 
the “powerful” Israelis. For example, a few years ago the 
UN’s International Court of Justice chose to condemn not 
the persistent criminality of Palestinian terrorism, but rather 
the fence erected by Israel to safeguard its citizens from 
suicide-bombers.

For almost 2,000 years, the Jews as a people remained 
stateless and defenceless. In a number of important spheres 
of human activity, however, they were still innovators and 
leaders. Today, when there does exist a sovereign Jewish state 
with modern weapons, as well as with advanced centers of 
science, learning and technology, the Jewish citizens of Israel 
comprise the most vulnerable Jews on the face of the earth.

The ironies are staggering. If we were also to consider 
ongoing Iranian nuclearization together with its openly 

exterminatory threats to Israel, Israel’s Jews would likely 
represent the most vulnerable people on earth. For them, 
history must remain unspeakable.

The Palestinians – Fatah, Hamas, Islamic Jihad, it makes 
no real difference – are all fond of referring to their alleged 
“weakness.” Still, they have exhibited considerable staying 
power in their pre-state form. Paradoxically, their oft-repeated 
“weakness” has been a prime source of this power.

The Arab world is comprised of 22 states, nearly 5 million 
square miles and more than 150,000,000 people. The overall 
Islamic world contains 44 states with well over 1 billion 
people. The Islamic states comprise an area 672 times the 
size of Israel.

The State of Israel, even together with Judea/Samaria 
(West Bank) is less than half the size of California’s San 
Bernardino County. Leaving aside that present-day Jordan 
comprises 78 percent of the original British Mandate for 
Palestine, and that it has long had a substantial Palestinian 
majority, the now fratricidal Palestinian Authority is being 
encouraged to declare a second Palestinian state on land torn 
from the still-living body of Israel.

The Palestinians have consistently drawn tangible 
benefits from their alleged “weakness.” Will “Palestine” 
enlarge Arab/Islamist power, or will it produce a weakened 

condition? Perhaps, with a tiny Jewish state existing next 
to a tiny Palestinian state, there will develop a mutuality of 
weakness. But this would be unlikely or even illogical, as 
power is always a verifiably relative notion.

Significantly, Plato wrote about the reality of ideas. In 
matters of national security, as in science, good ideas are 
always logically prior to good policy. With new leaders 
in Jerusalem and Washington, Israel and the US will soon 
need to fully understand the reciprocal ideas of power and 
weakness.

Israel must quickly understand that advanced weapons of 
war, however necessary, do not necessarily create decisive 
strength. By creating misjudgements of power, they can 
even create weakness.

Foreign policy making in Jerusalem and Washington has 
often displayed a marked absence of true learning. In the 
near future, the next Israeli prime minister and the new 
U.S. president should finally come to recognize that the 
core ingredients of power in world politics can be subtle 
and intangible. Oddly enough, these ingredients may even 
include weakness.

(Louis Renee Beres, a professor of political science at Purdue University, 
is the author of 10 books – Source: The Jerusalem Post)

Kristallnacht’s Timeless Lesson

Power of weakness

By Rabbi Berel Wein

By Louis Renee Beres
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By Ken Burnett

Why Pray For Israel?

Asking this very question today, the 
slightest change in the intonation of 

voice will bring with it a flood of widely 
differing responses.

For example, with the sincere but 
uninformed, the forehead might pucker, and 
the head be tilted, but the ear would listen: 
‘Why pray for Israel?’

With the incredulous, the eyebrows 
could rise, the arms be flung back, and the 
mind could already be stacking up its own 
answers: `Why pray for Israel?’ 

Or, again, with the more firmly set, the lips 
might even curl, the temperature rise, and the 
face could redden! `Why pray for Israel?’ 
Land-snatchers! Aggressors! Murderers! The 
spark for a third World War!’

To all three attitudes, and any others, the 
author brings this arresting thought from 
Scripture: “The LORD has His way, In the 
whirlwind and in the storm, And clouds are 
the dust of His feet” (Nahum 1:3).

In other words, God’s ways are not our 
ways; God’s thoughts are not our thoughts. 
He is to be found in the most unlikely 
circumstances. ‘Why not pray for Israel?’

God’s answer to the questions is in His 
placing before us yet another question. 
This question was raised and put to Queen 
Esther, the Monarch’s wife of that time, as 
she faced the threatened annihilation of the 
Jewish people: “Yet who knows whether you 
have come to the kingdom for such a time as 
this?” (Esther 4:14). To put it another way: 
‘Haven’t you come to this very point in time 
– for this very purpose - to pray for this tiny 
but afflicted nation of Israel?’

The Time

The two timings are similar: Esther’s 
influence with her King, Ahasuerus, at the 
time of Haman’s intended destruction of 
the Jews; and the potential prayer power of 
the Christian and the Church, at this time of 
escalating hatred of Israel (Matthew 24:9).

Were this not the answer, we may well ask 
why – of all the books of the Bible – is the 
book of Esther preserved? There is no direct 
mention of God in it, but, instead, a synopsis 
of the fate of Haman and others who are 
found plotting the destruction of the Jewish 
people. The verse from Esther and its context 
indicate that our relationship with God at this 
time carries with it a specific responsibility 
related to the current threat (through Israel’s 
neighbours) to destroy Israel.

Queen Vashti, who had preceded Esther 
(each being a type of the Church), lost her 
position through disobedience, because 
she did not like the channels used to call 
her - the King’s eunuchs and chamberlains 
(Esther 1: 10,12). Esther herself, an orphan 
and outcast, was eventually chosen by the 
king to replace the deposed Queen Vashti 
(There is a hidden prophetic warning to the 
Church within this passage – amplified in 
Romans 11:21,22).

Let us bear in mind at this point that, 
geographically, only one place is mentioned 
in the Bible for specific prayer - Jerusalem! 
Why? 

Many Christians today are in total 
ignorance as to why God would choose 
such a place. Yet, as long ago as the time 
of Moses, some 26 veiled references 
to Jerusalem were made in the book 
of Deuteronomy (e.g. Deut 12:5). And 
Jerusalem’s history did not by any means 
end with the Crucifixion!

If there is any doubt that God has called 
us, the Christian Church, to such prayer, to 

such a position at this very hour, let us be 
reminded that His Holy Word is entrusted 
to us - not to politicians. Jeremiah’s inspired 
exhortation: “Hear the word of the LORD, 
O nations, And declare it in the coastlands 
afar off: He who scattered Israel will gather 
him” (Jer. 31:10) is for us, Bible-believing 
Christians, to hear and to vocalise. It is for us 
to proclaim, to pray over! God’s will, God’s 
strategy and God’s purposes are revealed to 
us through His Word. Even a passive belief 
in this portion of the Word of God is quite 
insufficient.

Our Own Welfare

At the heart of the matter, Esther is warned 
that she cannot just opt out of concern for 
the Jewish people (Esther 4:13). Similarly, 
the question is: ‘Can we opt out today? 
“For if you remain completely silent at this 
time, relief and deliverance will arise for the 
Jews from another place, but you and your 
father’s house will perish” (Esther 4:14).

Because of the massive political overtones, 
the doctrinal confusion, and the controversy 
that Satan has managed to weave on the 
subject of Israel within the Church, many 
well-meaning Christians totally shy away 
from this matter, which is the very key to 
understanding God’s end-time purposes for 
the Church. This in spite of the fact that 
Israel itself is mentioned 2,567 times in the 
Bible, which coupled with such terms as 
Jerusalem, Zion, Jacob, Judah, and Ephraim 
give a total of almost 5,000 references 
related directly to Israel. Is not the LORD 
saying: ‘Haven’t you come to My Kingdom 
for this very hour and purpose? Am I not 
soon to confound all nations with the sight 
of my holiness, power and faithfulness? Will 
this not be demonstrated through my tiny 
Servant nation - Israel - before the eyes of 
the whole world?’ (See Ezek. 36: 23, 38:23). 

Is there not a clear link between God’s 
dire warning in Romans 11:22 to the wild 
(Gentile) branches being cut off, and that 
warning of “…you and your father’s house 
will perish” in Esther 4:14? 

Our own well-being is involved. The 
gallows that Haman had built for Mordecai’s 
destruction proved to be his own undoing 
and departure point. Robbing Israel as we 
do of all the biblical promises made to her in 
the Word of God equates to putting ‘Israel 
on the gallows’. But the truth is that even 
in her present unbelief, the `insignificant’ 
nation of Israel has by no means ceased 
to be God’s servant-nation, as we read in 
Isaiah 41: 8-10: “You, O Israel my servant, 
Jacob whom I have chosen, You descendants 
of Abraham my friend, I took you from the 
ends of the earth, From its farthest corners 
I called you. I said `You are my servant; 
I have chosen you and have not rejected 
you. So do not fear, for I am with you; Do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with My righteous hand”.

Whether we like it or not, our attitude to 
Israel is our attitude to God. “He that touches 
you touches the apple of His eye” (Zech. 
2:8). The eye is the most sensitive part of the 
whole body, and Zion thus pictured to us is 
a simple, but vivid exhortation to love and to 
care – and it is a warning. 

The human eye is protected in five ways: 
by constant washing, and by the eye socket, 
the eyelid, the eyelash, and the eyebrow! It 
is worth noting also that a valid reading of 
the same passage is as follows: ‘He that 
touches you, touches the apple of his (own) 
eye!’ Our attitude to Zion will definitely 
affect the accuracy of our own Christian 
vision as a whole.

We are virtually told here that Zion is 
God’s window on the world! So, the question 
arises as to whether or not the present 
regathering of the Jewish people to their 
original land is just a political accident – 
or the work of the One Who is repeatedly 
called the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Vigilance

One third of Matthew 24, the “spinal 
chord of biblical prophecy, into which all 

other such passages must fit, is taken up 
with warnings to the Church on readiness in 
the last days (Matt.24:32-51). In the parallel 
chapters of Mark 13 and Luke 21, one quarter 
of the verses apply in the same way and all 
are aptly summed up in, “Watch at all times,
Praying that you may have strength to escape 
all these things that will take place, And to 
stand before the Son of Man” (Luke 21:36).

The very first words of our Lord’s
response to His disciples’ question about 
his return (Matt. 24:3) were “Take heed that 
no man deceive you…!”, a clarion, personal 
call repeated many times and in many ways 
in the Bible.

Christians can be led astray and can lead
others astray. We can fail to maintain a 
spiritual alertness to situations around us. 
Jesus’ repeated warning was to ‘Watch, keep
awake, be vigilant.’  While thankful to God 
for the renewing by His Spirit today of much 
of the church, only a tiny minority of us are 
aware of the importance and relevance of the 
Restoration of Israel. 

The exhortation, “Awake, you who sleep, 
Arise from the dead, And Christ will give 
you light” (Eph. 5:14) is addressed to spirit-
filled believers! (v.18) 

In recent years, much so-called prophetic
teaching on the Rapture has provided an 
easy escape route for the Church – with 
Israel left behind to `face the music’!’ It 
helps to put us to sleep and blinds us to the 
delay that is clearly referred to in the coming 
of the Bridegroom (Matt. 24:48, 25:5; Mark 
13:36)..

. 
But the future of what is called the 

Church, (also called `the Commonwealth of 
Israel’ in Ephesians 2:12), is inextricably 
bound up with the spiritual restoration of 
Israel. This is of crucial importance.

Firstly, this must involve a physically
restored Israel. (Listen to any daily news 
broadcast!) God has set her aside for a 
coming work of the Holy Spirit. Although 
it is not discerned or realised, it is the focal
point of what God is doing, and what He will 

Continued on page 9

photo@Isranet



9December 08 feature

do in these last days. Hence the ceaseless efforts 
by her enemies to wipe her off the map. It is the 
Bible, more often than not in its literal meaning, 
which will give us answers, not the news media! 
“The entrance of Your Words gives light.” 
(Psalm 119:130)

God’s sorrow and anguish

If, as we affirm, we really believe that “All 
Scripture is inspired by God, and is profitable 
for teaching, for reproof, for correction and 
training…’(2 Tim 3:16) then let us consider a 
passage written by a Hebrew who had ample 
reason to turn against his own kinsmen, but 
who, by the Holy Spirit, made this five-fold, 
soul-searing declaration: “I am speaking 
the truth in Messiah, I am not lying, My 
conscience confirms it in the Holy Spirit,
I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in 
my heart ...for the sake of my brothers, those 
of my own race, the people of Israel” (Rom. 
9:1,3). 

The writer of course is none other than the 
apostle Paul. With such a five-fold reminder 
of divine inspiration, can we doubt that Paul 
does anything but reveal the very heart of 
God?  Is not all scripture inspired? Did the 
Lord’s sorrow end when Jesus wept over 
Jerusalem? “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem!...How 
often would I have gathered your children 
together, as a hen gathers her brood under 
her wings, but you were not willing” 
(Matt. 23:37).

Don’t you catch through Paul’s words, 
the tears and yearnings of Jesus over Israel 
and Jerusalem to this very moment? Paul’s 
sorrow was not simply a twinge of remorse. 
It was great sorrow – enough to cause 
him to offer himself, were it possible, as 
a substitutionary sacrifice for his fellow 
Israelites! Note here that Paul is not simply 
concerned with fellow-Jews but with fellow 
Israelites. He realised that Israel as a nation 
had a future, although of course that would 
embrace individual Jews.

Also, note that it is unceasing anguish. 
Anguish is described in the dictionary as 
`excessive pain of body or mind!’ Whose 
experience in Gethsemane does this remind 
us of? This attitude is not expounded in 
Bible teaching today, nor something we 
experience in our daily Christian walk - 
`unceasing anguish!’ Genuine tears, of Holy 
Spirit origin, would so wash away from us 
the complacency and apathy of the western 
Church today!

Paul goes on to add that this is in his heart, 
in his innermost being, at the centre of his 
mind and will. If, like others, you have prayed 
that beautiful, expressive prayer of Paul’s in 
Philippians 3:10 – “That I may know Him 
(Jesus, the Messiah), and the power of His 
resurrection, and may share in His sufferings, 
becoming like Him in His death” – have 
you ever thought that His sufferings include 
an identifying with the needs of His people 
Israel right now - today?

The Jewishness of our Saviour

Jesus did not cease to be Jewish at His 
death. The `one mediator between God and 
men, the man-Messiah Jesus’ is Jewish. 
Moreover, He is concerned not simply for His 
fellow Jews, His kinsmen, but for the nation, 
His nation, which they represent – Israel. 
What you and I do, or do not do to them is 
done, or not done, to Jesus! “Whatever you 
did for one of the least of these brothers of 
mine, you did for me ... Whatever you did not 
do for one of the least of these, you did not do 
for me” (Matt. 25: 40, 45).

The least and the most we can do is to 
pray for Israel, although we must also move 
into the practical realm to aid this oppressed 

nation. Paul himself later added, “My heart’s 
desire and prayer to God for them (Israel) is 
that they may be saved” (Rom. 10:1). Again, 
not a theological treatise, but a `heart’s 
desire’ – the earthly place to which God’s 
angels are tuned in – far more than are our 
hearts, or even our heads!

The priesthood of the believer

If, like myself at one time, you have not 
the faintest inkling of concern for Israel 
– don’t give up! Seek the will and mind of 
the Lord diligently and persistently, until, 
little by little, line upon line from his Word, 
or perhaps even more quickly in some other 
way, He writes these things upon your heart. 
“It is ‘God that works within you to will and 
to do of His good pleasure” (Phil. 2:13).

Then, from the prompting of the Holy Spirit 
within you, you will begin to pray for His 
land, His people. 

So will you, under the Lord’s hand, 
become like Aaron, the priest of God, who 
was commanded to bless Israel with the 
indelible, unforgettable words that he had 
to vocalise, not simply to read or to know: 
“This is the way you shall bless the children 
of Israel. Say to them: The LORD bless you 
and keep you; The LORD make His face 
shine upon you, And be gracious to you; 
The LORD lift up His countenance upon 
you, And give you peace. So they shall put 
My name on the children of Israel and I will 
bless them” (Num. 6:23-27). 

Note that this is in the imperative – “This 
is the way you shall bless the children of 
Israel” and the Lord’s closing words show 
that, by the priest’s obedience, God would 
bless Israel. Any priestly failure implies 
the withholding of that blessing. Yet, for 

centuries and right up to this very point in 
time, the Church has almost entirely failed 
to see its priestly role on behalf of Israel. 

This is basic, and the initial exhortation 
is in Genesis - the book of Beginnings. We 
deny ourselves the accompanying blessing 
that the LORD promises, “I will bless those 
who bless you” (Gen 12:3)

Significantly. the same priest, Aaron, 
was bidden to carry the names of each of 
the twelve tribes of Israel on a ‘breastpiece 
of judgement’ (a place of decisions by the 
heart). Each name was expressed by a 
precious stone, not simply by a name or a 
symbol, but by something indestructible, 
and individually representative and 
precious for each tribe. Precious stones 
invariably increase in value as time goes on 

– and God’s love for Israel has certainly not 
diminished. Aaron was to bear these twelve 
names upon his heart, whenever he went 
into the Holy Place, and `to bring them to 
continual remembrance before the LORD’ 
(Exod. 28:21, 29,30).

 Jesus went to great depths to retrieve and 
redeem those ‘stones.’ One day they will 
be polished and sparkling, to manifest the 
Messiah’s glory. The twelve Gates of the 
heavenly City in Revelation 21 are to bear 
the names of the twelve tribes of Israel, 
- and the Wall’s twelve foun dations bear 
the names of the twelve Apostles. For what 
reason? Because they have a central role in 
God’s eternal purposes! Is not that in itself 
sufficient to answer our opening question 
‘WHY pray for Israel?’

God’s Command

In reality, praying for Israel is not an 
optional extra for Christians. Although some 

will obviously have prior calls to other 
regions, none can escape the twice-repeated
and emphasised command to pray for the very 
heart of Israel, which is, of course, Jerusalem.

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. May 
they prosper who love you” (Ps. 122:6). If 
this were merely some ethereal Jerusalem 
where there will be no more war or strife, 
no terrorists, no suicide bombers, no Muslim 
claim for Governmental dominance, no 
claim for the Holy City and the Temple site, 
and no concentration or clash of every kind 
of false and superficial Christianity – why 
pray for its peace? In such a heavenly realm, 
peace would surely be assured!

One of the root causes of centuries of
darkness within Christendom has been our 
failure to place a literal interpretation here. 
While prior to 1948 and the re-establishment 
of the State of Israel we could have excused 
this, today we cannot. With such a Jerusalem 
and such a nation as Israel visible before our 
eyes, there can be no excuse for refusing 
to seek the Lord, even if only to express 
a willingness to receive new revel ation 
through the Holy Spirit.

Although the Church has slept through the
most of the centuries, (though there was an 
awakening during the Puritan age) in regard 
to praying for Israel and Jerusalem, God has 
certainly not slept. He tells in His Word: 
“He that keeps Israel neither slumbers nor 
sleeps” (Ps. 121:4).

2. For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest until 
her vindication goes forth as brightness” 
(Isa. 62:1).

While uttered by the prophet Isaiah, these
great words are undoubtedly of the Lord 
Himself speaking. God’s second command 
to us to pray is along those lines – to be 
unresting – and it is addressed to every 
Christian. “You who call on the Lord, give 
yourselves no rest, and give Him no rest 
until He establishes Jerusalem and makes 
her the praise of the earth” (Isa. 62:7).

Nowhere else in Scripture is there such a
call to relentless, specific prayer! Although 
the LORD tells us He will take no rest, 
paradoxically He puts the ball into our court 
in bidding us to give Him no rest, and not
to take any for ourselves! Why? Because 
there is some vital purpose in God’s heart 
in and through Jerusalem to bless the whole 
earth! It is not simply that God loves the Jew,
Jerusalem or Israel (which He truly does), but 
that He also loves the world and the Arabs 
and has covenanted to bless the whole world 
through His elect people (Romans 11:12, 
15). That covenant has been only partially 
fulfilled. Much, much more has yet to come!

O God of Heaven, to Thee we raise our
prayer, For all Thine Ancient People now 
our care, That Thou wouldst win them home 
again to Thee, With love eternal, and with 
pardon free.

O Gracious Father, who in love dost
yearn, That Jew and Gentile unto Thee may 
turn - Redeemed in Christ, of Thine own 
wondrous grace. We plead with Thee for 
Israel’s chosen race.

O Loving Saviour, Shepherd of the sheep,
Who dost Thy ransomed flock in safety keep, 
We plead with Thee to bring Thy lost ones 
home; `Scattered and peeled’ Oh, let them 
cease to roam.

O Holy Spirit, Comforter and Guide,
Breathe on us now and in Thy power abide, 
Speed on Thy message from the worlds above, 
And flood dark souls with holy light and love.

O God the Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
This boon from Triune God we covet most, We 
pray Thee, hear Thy servants’ suppliant cry
For Jews far off – that all may be brought 
nigh. AMEN.

(Source: Why Pray For Israel? – Ken Burnett.
Revised version to be published Spring 2009 by 
Sovereign World)

Continued from page 8
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The Americans came out in record 
numbers and made history by voting 

for a new future…an Obama presidency 
that would bring a new style, a new tone, 
and a “change we can believe in”. The 
campaign slogan “Yes we can” came true, 
as Barack Obama engineered a social and 
political upheaval to become the first black 
president-elect in a runaway victory over 
John McCain. 

Much of the Arab world and also the 
Western world rejoiced with the outcome of 
the elections, and is now looking forward to 
the start of a new era. However, how much 
do we know about this powerful orator 
Barack Hussein Obama? Seemingly he came 
from nowhere and stepped onto the world 
stage where millions of cheering, screaming, 
and tearful flag-waving supporters celebrated 
his overwhelming victory, some even 
offering Obama Messiah-like adoration…

Ygal Palmor, the Israeli Foreign Ministry 
spokesman, said that Israeli-US relations 
have “a bright future”. Israeli journalist 
Gideon Levy wrote in the daily newspaper 
Haaretz, “We should hope Obama will help 
Israel help itself, because that is how true 
friendship is measured.” Abbas spokesman 
Nabil Abu Rudiena said “Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas congratulates 
the President-elect, and hopes that he will 
speed up efforts to achieve peace since a 
resolution of the Palestinian problem and 
the Israeli-Arab conflict is key to world 

peace.” Hamas spokesman Fawzi Barhum 
commented that “Obama must improve US 
ties with the rest of the world rather than 
wave the big American stick.” The terrorist 
group Hamas urged Obama to learn from the 
“mistakes” of previous US Administrations 
in dealing with the Muslim and Arab worlds. 

It might take some time before Obama 
figures out the wisest approach to take with 
Israel and whether or not he will be a real 
friend of Israel remains to be seen.

Although the current global financial 
crisis will demand a significant amount of 
time and energy, Obama also has four years 
of foreign policy issues and problems ahead 
of him, one of those being the Middle East. 

Up till now, Barack Obama has not yet 
outlined a policy that Israelis may find 
incompatible with what they believe a 
pro-Israeli Mid-East policy should be. In 
fact, Senator Obama’s essay in Foreign 
Affairs, a journal of global current events, 
foreign policy, and international relations, 

is balanced and contains no policy 
prescriptions anyone in their right mind can 
define as “anti-Israeli” or not “pro-Israel”. 

By the way, what constitutes being 
‘pro-Israel’? Has anybody been appointed to 
make that sort of judgment?

 Secure Jewish state

In May 2008, Jeffrey Goldberg, staff 
writer for the Atlantic Monthly and author of 
Prisoners: A Muslim and a Jew Across the 
Middle East Divide, interviewed Obama. 
During the interview Obama said, “The idea 
of a secure Jewish state is a fundamentally 

just and necessary idea, given not only 
world history but the active existence of 
anti-Semitism, the potential vulnerability 
that the Jewish people could still experience. 
That does not mean that I would agree with 
every action of the state of Israel, because 
it’s a government and it has politicians, and 
as a politician myself I am deeply mindful 
that we are imperfect creatures and don’t 
always act with justice uppermost on our 
minds. But the fundamental premise of 
Israel and the need to preserve a Jewish state 
that is secure is, I think, a just idea and one 
that should be supported here in the United 
States and around the world.”

When asked about the role of Hamas, 
Obama responded that he sees Hamas as 
a terrorist organization and said that he 
would not be dealing with them until they 
recognize Israel, renounce terrorism, and 
abide by previous agreements.

In a recent interview with WABC radio 
and WorldNetDaily, Hamas political adviser 

Ahmed Yousef said the group supports 
Obama’s foreign policy vision. Asked if 
he were troubled by it, Obama responded 
that he wasn’t. “We look at things as black 
and white, and not gray,” he said. “It’s 
conceivable that there are those in the Arab 
world who say to themselves, ‘This is a guy 
who spent some time in the Muslim world, 
has a middle name of Hussein, and appears 
more worldly and has called for talks with 
people, and so he’s not going to be engaging 
in the same sort of cowboy diplomacy as 
George Bush,’ and that’s something they’re 
hopeful about. I think that’s a perfectly 
legitimate perception as long as they’re not 
confused about my unyielding support for 
Israel’s security.

“If the Palestinians are waiting for 
America to distance itself from Israel, they 
are delusional. Because my commitment, 
our commitment, to Israel’s security is 
non-negotiable. There’s not a nation-state 
on Earth that would tolerate having two of 
its soldiers kidnapped and just let it go. So 
I welcome the Muslim world’s accurate 
perception that I am interested in opening up 
dialogue, but nobody should mistake that for 
a softer stance when it comes to terrorism or 
when it comes to protecting Israel’s security 
or making sure that the alliance is strong and 
firm. You will not see, under my presidency, 
any slackening in commitment to Israel’s 
security.”

Israeli settlements

At the end of the interview Obama talked 
about the lack of resolution to the problem 
of the Israeli settlements. “I want to solve 
the problem, and my job in being a friend of 
Israel is partly to hold up a mirror and tell 
the truth that if Israel is building settlements 
without any regard to the effects that this has 
on the peace process, then we’re stuck in the 
same status quo that we’ve been stuck in for 
decades now. 

The notion that a vibrant, successful 
society with incredible economic growth and 
incredible cultural vitality is still plagued 
by this notion that this could all end at any 
moment – you know I don’t know what that 
feels like, but I can use my imagination to 
understand it. I would not want to raise my 
children in those circumstances. I want to 
make sure that the people of Israel, when 
they kiss their kids and put them on that bus, 
feel at least no more existential dread than 
any parent does whenever their kids leave 
their sight. 

So that then becomes the question: Is 
settlement policy conducive to relieving that 
over the long term, or is it just making the 
situation worse? That’s the question that has 
to be asked,” Obama said. 

However, alluding to the Six-Day War of 
1967 when Israel, in a war of self-defense, 
gained or regained Judea, Samaria, and 
the Golan Heights, Obama revealed some 
ignorance of the region. He admitted to 
Jerusalem Post editor David Horowitz that 
Israel might justify retaining parts of this 
land as a security buffer, but, he added, “[the 
Israelis] got to consider whether getting that 
buffer is worth the antagonism of the other 
party.” In these words Obama revealed his 
assumption that the core of the Israel-Arab 
conflict is territorial, not ideological. 

A couple of weeks ago, it was reported 
that Barack Obama intends to throw his 
support behind a 2002 Saudi peace initiative 
that calls on Israel to revert to its pre-1967 
borders in return for official diplomatic 

recognition by the Arab world. This would 
require the following: 1) Give up the Golan 
Heights to Syria, 2) Give away most of the 
biblical lands of Judea and Samaria and 
the strategically vital Jordan Valley, 3) 
Palestinians would be allowed to establish 
a state capital in East Jerusalem, 4) Israel 
would be able to veto the return of Arab 
refugees expelled in 1948. According to a 
senior adviser, Obama has said privately 
that Israel would be “crazy” to reject such a 
plan, since it would “give them peace with 
the Muslim world.”

More diplomacy, less militarism

The general impression is that not the
American president but the American 
establishment, which will continue to 
support Israel unconditionally, is responsible 
for policy. In a recent US poll, 66 percent 
say America should be a supporter of 
Israel and only 6 percent say America 
should be a supporter of the Palestinians. 
In a June-speech Barack Obama referred 
to Jerusalem as the ‘undivided capital’ of 
Israel, but not long after that said he was 
misunderstood…

Defense Secretary Robert Gates has
been advising President George Bush not 
to support an Israeli attack against Iran’s 
nuclear installations. Some commentators 
have already predicted that Israel – in spite 
of some prominent Jewish and even Israel-
linked Obama advisers – “will practically 
find itself alone in its fight for mere 
survival as a nation against the horrendous 
threats of a soon-to-be nuclear-armed Iran, 
and the increasingly armed and fanatized 
Muslim world that surrounds Israel on 
all sides.” They said, “If the Israelis want 
to do anything they will be on their own. 
Even requesting the approval of the new 
Obama-led administration will be a mistake. 
He will opt for more talk, more sanctions, 
until the time will have passed for Israel to 
act preventively.”

Consistent with his message of changing
Washington politics, Obama has suggested 
a greater emphasis on diplomacy and less 
militarism in America’s Middle East policy. 
He has also expressed his opinion that it is 
permissible to disagree with a close ally like 
Israel. He told a group of Jewish leaders in 
Cleveland that there is “a strain within the 
pro-Israel community that says unless you 
adopt an unwavering pro-Likud approach 
to Israel, then you’re anti-Israel.” “That,” 
said Obama, “can’t be the measure of our 
friendship with Israel.”

Drama with Obama?

Is Barack Obama the “promised warrior”
coming to help the Hidden Imam of Shiite 
Muslims conquer the world? This question 
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has made the rounds in Iran since last month, 
when a pro-government Website published 
a Hadith (or tradition) from a Shiite text 
of the 17th century. The tradition comes 
from Bahar al-Anvar (meaning Oceans of 
Light) by Mullah Majlisi, a magnum opus 
in 132 volumes and the basis of modern 
Shiite Islam.

Imam Ali Ibn Abi-Talib (the seventh-
century figure central to Shiite Islam) is said 
to have prophecied that at the End of Times 
and just before the return of the Mahdi, 
the Ultimate Saviour, a “tall black man 
will assume the reins of government in the 
West.” Commanding “the strongest army on 
earth,” the new ruler in the West will carry 
“a clear sign” from the third imam, whose 
name was Hussein Ibn Ali. The tradition 
concludes: “Shiites should have no doubt 
that he is with us.”

In a curious coincidence Obama’s first 
name, Barack, and his middle name, 
Hussein, mean “the blessing of Hussein” 
in Arabic and Persian. His family name, 
Obama, written in the Persian alphabet, 
reads O Ba Ma, which means, “he is with 
us,” the magic formula in Majlisi’s tradition. 
So his name, when combined with his 
physical attributes and geography, suggests 
that the End of Times is near…

Mystical reasons aside, it remains to be 
seen whether Obama will be “good” or 
“bad” for Israel. What do the choices of 
some prominent Israel-linked advisors tell 
us about Obama? 

On the one hand we are encouraged by the 
choice of the staunchly pro-Israel Joe Biden 

as Vice President, as well as the appointment 
of Rahm Israel (how about that for a middle 
name!) Emanuel as his White House Chief of 
Staff. This indicates that Obama understands 
the necessity for a solid US-Israel alliance 
and Israel’s need for security. Emanuel (48) 
comes from a Jewish family and served as a 
volunteer in the Israeli Army. Emanuel said 
of his Judaism: “I am proud of my heritage 
and treasure the values it has taught me.” 

The appointment of Senator Hillary 
Clinton to serve as Obama’s Secretary of 
State will also sooth the initial apprehension 
people had about Obama’s position on Israel. 
Many Israelis welcomed her appointment, 
due to the warm relationship her husband 
Bill Clinton had with the late Israeli leader 
Yitzhak Rabin, and her own record since 
joining Congress as a Senator from heavily-
Jewish New York.

On the other hand, among Obama’s foreign 
policy advisors are Zbigniew Brzezinski and 
Robert Malley. They are outspoken critics of 
Israel and both have suggested that the US 

ends it strategic alliance with Israel. Another 
concern would be that Obama’s top nuclear 
advisor, Joe Cirincione, advocated to place 
Israel’s nuclear arsenal on the negotiation 
table and offering it up in exchange for an

Iranian pledge to end its nuclear program. 
Another concern would be the appointment 
of Defense Secretary Robert Gates, whom 
Obama is considering keeping on board. 
Gates has signed an official defense strategy 
document in July, which omits Israel from a 
list of “close” US allies.

Israel’s destiny

It is just as well that we know and believe 
that God is still holding the whole world in 
His hands, no matter what! He is God, and 
we are not! He allows things to happen to 
bring about His plan and purpose. God chose 
the Jews to be the people through whom the 
rest of the world could find salvation. We 
cannot box Him in or explain Him away. Our 
only option is to submit to God’s power and 
sovereignty. God is the Ruler of all human 
history. History is His story, God’s Story!

In the annals of world history, there is 
nothing to compare with God’s history 
of Israel and her remarkable survival. It 

began with one man, Abraham, to whom 
God appeared some 4,000 years ago, and it 
has continued to this very day. No human 
argument can destroy the simple fact that 
God Himself has made a specific promise to 
a particular people. God Himself has placed 
Israel on the world scene, and its presence 
today is a miracle of the first order. Their 
survival as a Jewish people, their return 
to the Promised Land and the re-creation 
of the new and tiny Jewish State in 1948, 
surrounded by some 220 million Arabs, is 
evidence enough! 

God did not choose them because they 
were larger and stronger than other tribes, 
nor did He choose them for their moral 
superiority. He chose them because He loves 
them, even though at times God seems to 
operate on an entirely different plane than 
ours, and in ways we often don’t understand.

Philip Yancey describes it like this: 
“Empires rise and fall, powerful leaders come 
and go. God proceeds in a most mysterious 
manner. The first chapters of Genesis 
describe a series of human failures that call 
the entire creation project into question. As 
a remedy to those failures, God declares a 
plan in Genesis 12 – to deal with the general 
problem of humanity by establishing one 
particular family, a tribe known as the 
Hebrews (later called the Jews). Through 
them, the womb for the incarnation, God will 
bring about restoration of the entire earth, 
back to its original design. 

“After promising to bring about a 
people numerous as the stars in the sky 
and the sand on the seashore, God then 
proceeds to conduct a clinic in infertility 
(Sarah, Rebekah, Rachel) – Three straight 
generations of infertile women hardly seems 
an efficient way to populate a great nation. 

“After making similar promises to 
bring about possession of a great land, 
God arranges a detour for the Israelites 
into Egypt, where they molder for four 
centuries until Moses arrives to lead them 
to the Promised Land – a journey that takes 
forty years instead of the expected two 
weeks. Clearly God operates on a different 
timetable than the one used by impatient 
human beings.” 

The surprises continue on into the New 
Testament times, for none of the leading 
Jewish scholars recognizes Jesus of Nazareth 
as the Messiah trumpeted in the Psalms and 

Prophets. And because many Jews who 
looked for the Messiah refused to believe in 
Him, God removed their ability to see and 
hear, and to repent – down to this very day.

But Christians – who have studied the
Word of God – know that the majority of 
Jews in the final generation before Christ’s 
return will turn to Christ for salvation. 
God chose the nation of Israel and He has 
never rejected it. He also chose the church, 
through Jesus Christ, and He will never 
reject it either.

The gathering storm

Hundreds of years ago, the Old Testament
prophets foretold exactly what the destiny 
of Israel would be. Israel’s future is a major 
theme in the Bible, and when we see what’s 
happening right now before our own eyes, 
the Bible is proved to be more up-to-date 
than tomorrow’s six o’clock news. 

The nearer the day when “all Israel will
be saved”, the greater will be the intensity 
of hatred towards Israel. The nearer the day 
when the “Holy Spirit shall be poured out on 
the house of Israel”, the closer we are to the 
Second Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.

In the final analysis, all of us are
absolutely dependent on God. He is the 
Source of all things, including ourselves. He 
is the Power that sustains and rules the world 
that we live in. And God works out all things 
to bring glory to Himself. The all-powerful 
God deserves our praise. 

When such a realization seeps down deep
into our spirits, we will not be fearful of 
the future or worried about the gathering 
storms ahead of us. Christians are not called 
to understand everything as we serve God. 
We are simply called to trust, obey and pray. 
God is always on the throne, and nothing 
takes Him by surprise.

Although the world sees the tiny nation
of Israel and Jerusalem as the “thorn in the 
flesh” of the Middle East, the nation of Israel 
is still “the apple of God’s eye”. Almighty 
God has a love relationship with Israel 
and the Jewish people, and the covenants 
He made with them are irrevocable. The 
day is coming soon when He finally will 
reveal Himself as the Faithful One, their 
Everlasting Redeemer! Then the “thorn in 
the flesh” will become the earthly Residence
of the Most High.

Continued from page 10
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1. The Jewish Problem and Its “Solution”

ZIONISM is a national liberation 
movement, identical in most ways to 
other liberation movements that leftists 
and progressives the world over -- and in 
virtually every case but this one -- fervently 
support. This exceptionalism is also visible 
at the reverse end of the political spectrum: 
In every other instance, right-wingers like 
Patrick Buchanan oppose national liberation 
movements that are under the spell of 
Marxist delusions and committed to violent 
means. But they make an exception for the 
one that Palestinians have aimed at the Jews. 
The unique opposition to a Jewish homeland 
at both ends of the political spectrum 
identifies the problem that Zionism was 
created to solve.

The “Jewish problem” is just another 
name for the fact that Jews are the most 
universally hated and persecuted ethnic 
group in history. The Zionist founders 
believed that hatred of Jews was a direct 
consequence of their stateless condition. As 
long as Jews were aliens in every society 
they found themselves in, they would always 
be seen as interlopers, their loyalties would 
be suspect and persecution would follow. 
This was what happened to Captain Alfred 
Dreyfus, whom French anti-Semites falsely 
accused of spying and who was put on trial 
for treason by the French government in 
the 19th Century. Theodore Herzl was an 
assimilated, westernized Jew, who witnessed 
the Dreyfus frame-up in Paris and went on 
to lead the Zionist movement.

Herzl and other Zionist founders believed 
that if Jews had a nation of their own, the 
very fact would “normalize” their condition 
in the community of nations. Jews had been 
without a state since the beginning of the 
diaspora, when the Romans expelled them 
from Judea on the west bank of the Jordan 
River, some 2,000 years before. Once the 
Jews obtained a homeland – Judea itself 
seemed a logical site — and were again 
like other peoples, the Zionists believed 
anti-Semitism would wither on its poisonous 
vine and the Jewish problem would 
disappear.

Here is what happened instead.

2. The Beginnings

In the 1920s, among their final acts as 
victors in World War I, the British and 
French created the states that now define 
the Middle East out of the ashes of the 
empire of their defeated Turkish adversary. 
In a region that the Ottoman Turks had 
controlled for hundreds of years, Britain 
and France drew the boundaries of the new 
states, Syria Lebanon and Iraq. Previously, 
the British had promised the Jewish Zionists 
that they could establish a “national home” 
in a portion of what remained of the area, 
which was known as the Palestine Mandate. 
But in 1921 the British separated 80 percent 
of the Mandate, east of the Jordan, and 
created the Arab kingdom of “Transjordan.” 
It was created for the Arabian monarch 
King Abdullah, who had been defeated in 
tribal warfare in the Arabian Peninsula and 
lacked a seat of power. Abudllah’s tribe 
was Hashemite, while the vast majority of 
Abdullah’s subjects were Palestinian Arabs.

What was left of the original Palestine 
Mandate – between the west bank of the 
Jordan and the Mediterranean Sea – had 

been settled by Arabs and Jews. Jews, in 
fact, had lived in the area continuously 
for 3,700 years, even after the Romans 
destroyed their state in Judea in AD 70. 
Arabs became the dominant local population 
for the first time in the 7th Century AD as 
a result of the Muslim invasions. The Arabs 
were largely nomads who had no distinctive 
language or culture to separate them from 
other Arabs. In all the time since, they had 
made no attempt to create an independent 
Palestinian state west or east of the Jordan 

and none was ever established.
In 1948, at the request of the Jews who 

were living in Palestine, the United Nations 
voted to partition the remaining quarter 
of the original Mandate to make a Jewish 
homeland possible. Under the partition 
plan, the Arabs were given the Jews’ ancient 
home in Judea and Samaria – now known 
as the West Bank. The Jews were allotted 
three slivers of disconnected land along the 
Mediterranean and the Sinai desert. They 
were also given access to their holy city of 
Jerusalem, but as an island cut off from the 

slivers, surrounded by Arab land and under 
international control. Sixty percent of the 
land allotted to the Jews was the Negev 
desert. Out of these unpromising parts, the 
Jews created a new state, Israel, in 1948. At 
this time, the idea of a Palestinian nation, or 
a movement to create one did not even exist.

At the moment of Israel’s birth, Palestinian 
Arabs lived on roughly 90 percent of the 
original Palestine Mandate – in Transjordan 
and in the UN partition area, but also in the 
new state of Israel itself. There were 800,000 
Arabs living in Israel alongside 1.2 million 
Jews. At the same time, Jews were legally 
barred from settling in the 35,000 square 
miles of Palestinian Transjordan, which 
eventually was renamed simply “Jordan.”

The Arab population in the slivers called 
Israel had actually more than tripled since 
the Zionists first began settling the region in 
significant numbers in the 1880s.The reason 
for this increase was that the Jewish settlers 
had brought industrial and agricultural 
development with them, which attracted 
Arab immigrants to what had previously 
been a sparsely settled and economically 
destitute area.

If the Palestinian Arabs had been willing 
to accept this arrangement in which they 
received 90 percent of the land in the 
Palestine Mandate, and under which they 

benefited from the industry, enterprise and 
political democracy the Jews brought to the 
region, there would have been no Middle 
East conflict. But this was not to be.

Instead, the Arab League – representing 
five neighboring Arab states – declared war 
on Israel on the day of its creation, and five 
Arab armies invaded the slivers with the aim 
of destroying the infant Jewish state.During 
the fighting, according to the UN mediator 
on the scene, an estimated 472,000 Arabs 
fled their homes to escape the dangers. They 
planned on returning after an Arab victory 

and the destruction of the Jewish state.
But the Jews – many of them recent

Holocaust survivors – refused to be defeated. 
Instead, the five Arab armies that had 
invaded their slivers were repelled. Yet there 
was no peace. Even though their armies were 
beaten, the Arab states were determined to 
carry on their campaign of destruction, and 
to remain formally at war with the Israeli 
state. After the defeat of the Arab armies, the 
Palestinians who lived in the Arab area of 
the UN partition did not attempt to create a 
state of their own. Instead, in 1950, Jordan 
annexed the entire West Bank.

3. Refugees: Jewish and Arab

As a result of the annexation and the
continuing state of war, the Arab refugees 
who had fled the Israeli slivers did not 
return. There was a refugee flow into 
Israel, but it was a flow of Jews who had 
been expelled from the Arab countries. All 
over the Middle East, Jews were forced to 
leave lands they had lived on for centuries. 
Although Israel was a tiny geographical 
area and a fledgling state, its government 
welcomed and resettled 600,000 Jewish 
refugees from the Arab countries.

At the same time, the Jews resumed their
work of creating a new nation in what was 
now a single sliver of land. Israel, had 
annexed a small amount of territory to make 
their state defensible, including a land bridge 
that included Jerusalem.

In the years that followed, the Israelis
made their desert bloom. They built the only 
industrialized economy in the entire Middle 
East. They built the only liberal democracy 
in the Middle East. They treated the Arabs 
who remained in Israel well. To this day 
the very large Arab minority, which lives 
inside the state of Israel, has more rights and 
privileges than any other Arab population in 
the entire Middle East.

This is especially true of the Arabs living
under Yasser Arafat’s corrupt dictatorship, 
the Palestine Authority, which today
administers the West Bank and the Gaza 
strip, and whose Arab subjects have no 
human rights. In 1997, in a fit of pique 
against the Oslo Accords, Palestinian
spokesman Edward Said himself blurted 
this out, calling Arafat “our Papa Doc” – 
after the sadistic dictator of Haiti – and 
complaining that there was “a total absence 
of law or the rule of law in the Palestinian 
autonomy areas.”

The present Middle East conflict is said
to be about the “occupied territories” – the 
West Bank of the Jordan and the Gaza strip 
– and about Israel’s refusal to “give them 
up.” But during the first twenty years of the 
Arab-Israeli conflict, Israel did not control 
the West Bank. In 1950, when Jordan 
annexed the West Bank, there was no Arab 
outrage. Nor did the Middle East conflict 
with the Jews subside.

The reason there was no Arab outrage over
the annexation of the West Bank was because 
Jordan is a state whose ethnic majority is 
Palestinian Arabs. On the other hand, the 
Palestinians of Jordan are disenfranchised by 
the ruling Hashemite minority. Despite this 
fact, in the years following the annexation 
the Palestinians displayed no interest in 
achieving “self-determination” in Hashemite 
Jordan. It is only the presence of Jews, 
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apparently, that incites this claim. The idea 
that the current conflict is about “occupied 
territories” is only one of the many large 
Arab deceits -- now widely accepted -- that 
have distorted the history of the Middle 
East wars.

4. The Arab Wars Against Israel

In 1967, Egypt, Syria and Jordan attacked 
Israel for a second time and were again 
defeated. It was in repelling these aggressors 
that Israel came to control the West Bank 
and the Gaza strip, as well as the oil-rich 
Sinai desert. Israel had every right to annex 
these territories captured from the aggressors 
– a time honored ritual among nations, and 
in fact the precise way that Syria, Lebanon, 
Iraq and Jordan had come into existence 
themselves. But Israel did not do so. On the 
other hand, neither did it withdraw its armies 
or relinquish its control.

The reason was that the Arab aggressors 
once again refused to make peace. Instead, 
they declared themselves still at war with 
Israel, a threat no Israeli government could 
afford to ignore. By this time, Israel was 
a country of 2 or 3 million surrounded 
by declared enemies whose combined 
populations numbered over 100 million. 
Geographically Israel was so small that at 
one point it was less than ten miles across. 
No responsible Israeli government could 
relinquish a territorial buffer while its hostile 
neighbors were still formally at war. This 
is the reality that frames the Middle East 
conflict.

In 1973, six years after the second Arab 
war against the Jews, the Arab armies again 
attacked Israel. The attack was led by Syria 
and Egypt, abetted by Iraq, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia, Kuwait and five other countries 
who gave military support to the aggressors, 
including an Iraqi division of 18,000 men. 
Israel again defeated the Arab forces. 
Afterwards, Egypt – and Egypt alone – 
agreed to make a formal peace.

The peace was signed by Egyptian 
president, Anwar Sadat, who was 
subsequently assassinated by Islamic 
radicals, paying for his statesmanship with 

his life. Sadat is one of three Arab leaders 
assassinated by other Arabs for making 
peace with the Jews.

Under the Camp David accords that Sadat 
signed, Israel returned the entire Sinai with 
all its oil riches. This act demonstrated once 
and for all that the solution to the Middle East 
conflict was ready at hand. It only required 
the willingness of the Arabs to agree.

The Middle East conflict is not about 
Israel’s occupation of the territories; it is 
about the refusal of the Arabs to make peace 

with Israel, which is an inevitable by-product 
of their desire to destroy it.

5. Self-Determination Is Not The Agenda

The Palestinians and their supporters also 
claim that the Middle East conflict is about 
the Palestinians’ yearning for a state and the 

refusal of Israel to accept their aspiration. 
This claim is also false. The Palestine 
Liberation Organization was created in 
1964, sixteen years after the establishment 
of Israel and the first anti-Israel war. The 
PLO was created at a time the West Bank 
was not under Israeli control but was part of 
Jordan. The PLO, however, was not created 
so that the Palestinians could achieve 
self-determination in Jordan, which at the 
time comprised 90 percent of the original 
Palestine Mandate. The PLO’s express 

purpose, in the words of its own leaders, was 
to “push the Jews into the sea.”

The official charter of the new Palestine 
Liberation Organization referred to the 
“Zionist invasion,” declared that Israel’s 
Jews were “not an independent nationality,” 
described Zionism as “racist” and “fascist,” 
called for “the liquidation of the Zionist 
presence,” and specified, “armed struggle 
is the only way to liberate Palestine.” In 
short, “liberation” required the destruction 
of the Jewish state. The PLO was not even 
created by Palestinians but by the Arab 
League – the corrupt dictators who ruled 
the Middle East and who had attempted to 
destroy Israel by military force in 1948, in 
1967 and again in 1973.

For thirty years, the PLO charter 
remained unchanged in its call for Israel’s 
destruction. Then in the mid-1990s, under 
enormous international pressure following 
the 1993 Oslo accords, PLO leader Yasser 
Arafat removed the clause while assuring 
his followers that its removal was a 
necessary compromise that did not alter the 
movement’s goals. He did this explicitly 
and also by citing a historical precedent in 
which the Prophet Muhammad insincerely 
agreed to a peace with his enemies in order 
to gain time to mass the forces with which 
he intended to destroy them.

6. The Struggle to Destroy Israel

The Middle East struggle is not about right 
against right. It is about a fifty-year effort 
by the Arabs to destroy the Jewish state, and 
the refusal of the Arab states in general and 
the Palestinian Arabs in particular to accept 
Israel’s existence. If the Arabs were willing to 
do this, there would be no occupied territories 
and there would be a Palestinian state.

Even during the “Oslo” peace process – 

when the Palestine Liberation Organization 
pretended to recognize the existence of 
Israel and the Jews therefore allowed the 
creation of a “Palestine Authority” – it 
was clear that the PLO’s goal was Israel’s 
destruction, and not just because its leader 
invoked the Prophet Muhammad’s own 
deception. The Palestinians’ determination 
to destroy Israel is abundantly clear in their 
newly created demand of a “right of return” 
to Israel for “5 million” Arabs. The figure of 
5 million refugees who must be returned to 
Israel is more than ten times the number of 
Arabs who actually left the Jewish slivers of 
the British Mandate in 1948.

In addition to its absurdity, this new
demand has several aspects that reveal 
the Palestinians’ genocidal agenda for the 
Jews. The first is that the “right of return” 
is itself a calculated mockery of the primary 
reason for Israel’s existence – the fact that 
no country would provide a refuge for Jews 
fleeing Hitler’s extermination program
during World War II. It is only because the 
world turned its back on the Jews when their 
survival was at stake that the state of Israel 
grants a “right of return.” to every Jew who 
asks for it.

But there is no genocidal threat to Arabs,
no lack of international support militarily and 
economically, and no Palestinian “diaspora” 
(although the Palestinians have cynically 
appropriated the very term to describe their 
self-inflicted quandary). The fact that many 
Arabs, including the Palestinian spiritual 
leader – the Grand Mufti of Jerusalem – 
supported Hitler’s “Final Solution” only 
serves to compound the insult. It is even 
further compounded by the fact that more 
than 90 percent of the Palestinians now in 
the West Bank and Gaza have never lived 
a day of their lives in territorial Israel. The 
claim of a “right of return” is thus little more 
than a brazen expression of contempt for the 
Jews, and for their historic suffering.

More importantly it is an expression of
contempt for the very idea of a Jewish state. 
The incorporation of five million Arabs into 
Israel would render the Jews a permanent 
minority in their own country, and would 
thus spell the end of Israel. The Arabs fully 
understand this, and that is why they have 
made it a fundamental demand. It is just 
one more instance of the general bad faith 
the Arab side has manifested through every 
chapter of these tragic events.

Possibly the most glaring expression of the
Arabs’ bad faith is their deplorable treatment 
of the Palestinian refugees and refusal for 
half a century to relocate them, or to alleviate 
their condition, even during the years they 
were under Jordanian rule. While Israel was 
making the desert bloom and relocating 
600,000 Jewish refugees from Arab states, 
and building a thriving industrial democracy 
in its allotted sliver, the Arabs were busy 
making sure that their refugees remained in 
squalid refugee camps in the West Bank and 
Gaza, where they were powerless, right-less, 
and economically destitute.

Today, fifty years after the first Arab war
against Israel, there are 59 such refugee 
camps and 3.7 million “refugees” registered 
with the UN. Despite economic aid from the 
UN and Israel itself, despite the oil wealth 
of the Arab kingdoms, the Arab leaders have 
refused to undertake the efforts that would 
liberate the refugees from their miserable 
camps, or to make the economic investment 
that would alleviate their condition. There 
are now 22 Arab states providing homes 
for the same ethnic population, speaking a 
common Arabic language. But the only one 
that will allow Palestinian Arabs to become 
citizens is Jordan. And the only state the 
Palestinians covet is Israel.

Continued on page 14
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Arab Refugees Return to West Bank of the Jordan: August 1967

In July 1967, Israel announced plans for the return of displaced Arabs to the West Bank. Half to three 
quarters of the 200,000 Arabs who fled to east Jordan following hostilities in June 1967 applied to 
return. By 1972, 40,000 Arabs were allowed back to the West Bank; but, only 3,000 of this number 
were UNRWA-registered refugees.
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7. The Policy of Resentment and Hate

The refusal to address the condition of 
the Palestinian refugee population is – and 
has always been -- a calculated Arab policy, 
intended to keep the Palestinians in a state 
of desperation in order to incite their hatred 
of Israel for the wars to come. Not to leave 
anything to chance, the mosques and schools 
of the Arabs generally – and the Palestinians 
in particular – preach and teach Jew hatred 
every day. Elementary school children in 
Palestinian Arab schools are even taught to 
chant “Death to the heathen Jews” in their 
classrooms as they are learning to read. It 
should not be overlooked, that these twin 
policies of deprivation (of the Palestinian 
Arabs) and hatred (of the Jews) are carried 
out without any protest from any sector of 
Palestinian or Arab society. That in itself 
speaks volumes about the nature of the 
Middle East conflict.

All wars -- especially wars that have gone 
on for fifty years – produce victims with just 
grievances on both sides. And that is true 
in this one. There are plenty of individual 
Palestinian victims, as there are Jewish 
victims, familiar from the nightly news. 
But the collective Palestinian grievance is 
without justice. It is a self-inflicted wound, 
the product of the Arabs’ xenophobia, 
bigotry, exploitation of their own people, and 
apparent inability to be generous towards 
those who are not Arabs. While Israel is an 
open, democratic, multi-ethnic, multicultural 
society that includes a large enfranchised 
Arab minority, the Palestine Authority is an 
intolerant, undemocratic, monolithic police 
state with one dictatorial leader, whose 
ruinous career has run now for 37 years.

As the repellent attitudes, criminal 
methods and dishonest goals of the Palestine 
liberation movement should make clear to 
any reasonable observer, its present cause 
is based on Jew hatred, and on resentment 
of the modern, democratic West, and little 
else. Since there was no Palestinian nation 
before the creation of Israel, and since 
Palestinians regarded themselves simply as 
Arabs and their land as part of Syria, it is not 
surprising that many of the chief creators of 
the Palestine Liberation Organization did not 
even live in the Palestine Mandate before 
the creation of Israel, let alone in the sliver 
of mostly desert that was allotted to the 
Jews. Edward Said, the leading intellectual 
mouthpiece for the Palestinian cause grew 
up in a family that chose to make its home 
in Egypt and the United States. Yasser Arafat 
was born in Egypt.

While the same Arab states that claim 
to be outraged by the Jews’ treatment of 
Palestinians treat their own Arab populations 
far worse than Arabs are treated in Israel, 
they are also silent about the disenfranchised 
Palestinian majority that lives in Jordan. In 
1970, Jordan’s King Hussein massacred 
thousands of PLO militants. But the PLO 
does not call for the overthrow of Hashemite 
rule in Jordan and does not hate the 
Hashemite monarchy. Only Jews are hated.

It is a hatred, moreover, that is increasingly 
lethal. Today, 70 percent of the Arabs in the 
West Bank and Gaza approve the suicide 
bombing of women and children if the 
targets are Jews. There is no Arab “Peace 
Now” movement, not even a small one, 
whereas in Israel the movement demanding 
concessions to Arabs in the name of peace is 
a formidable political force. There is no Arab 
spokesman who will speak for the rights and 
sufferings of Jews, but there are hundreds 
of thousands of Jews in Israel – and all over 
the world – who will speak for “justice” for 
the Palestinians. How can the Jews expect 
fair treatment from a people that collectively 
does not even recognize their humanity?

8. A Phony Peace

The Oslo peace process begun in 1993 
was based on the pledge of both parties to 
renounce violence as a means of settling 
their dispute. But the Palestinians never 
renounced violence and in the year 2000, 
they officially launched a new Intifada 
against Israel, effectively terminating the 
peace process.

In fact, during the peace process – between 
1993 and 1999 – there were over 4,000 
terrorist incidents committed by Palestinians 
against Israelis, and more than 1,000 Israelis 
killed as a result of Palestinian attacks – 
more than had been killed in the previous 25 
years. By contrast, during the same period 
1993-1999 Israelis were so desperate for 
peace that they reciprocated these acts of 
murder by giving the Palestinians in the West 
Bank and Gaza a self-governing authority, 
a 40,000 man armed “police force,” and 
95 percent of the territory their negotiators 
demanded. This Israeli generosity was 
rewarded by a rejection of peace, suicide 
bombings of crowded discos and shopping 
malls, an outpouring of ethnic hatred and a 
renewed declaration of war.

In fact, the Palestinians broke the Oslo 
Accords precisely because of Israeli 
generosity, because the government of Ehud 
Barak offered to meet 95 percent of their 
demands, including turning over parts of 
Jerusalem to their control – a possibility once 
considered unthinkable. These concessions 
confronted Arafat with the one outcome he 
did not want: Peace with Israel. Peace without 
the destruction of the “Jewish Entity.”

Arafat rejected these Israeli concessions, 
accompanying his rejection with a new 
explosion of anti-Jewish violence. He named 
this violence –deviously – “The Al-Aksa 
Intifada,” after the mosque on the Temple 
Mount. His new jihad was given the name of 
a Muslim shrine to create the illusion that the 
Intifada was provoked not by his unilateral 
destruction of the Oslo peace process, but by 
Ariel Sharon’s visit to the site. Months after 
the Intifada began, the Palestine Authority 
itself admitted this was just another Arafat lie.

In fact, the Intifada had been planned 
months before Sharon’s visit as a follow-up 
to the rejection of the Oslo Accords. In 
the words of Imad Faluji, the Palestine 
Authority’s communications minister, “[The 
uprising] had been planned since Chairman 
Arafat’s return from Camp David, when 
he turned the tables on the former U.S. 
president [Clinton] and rejected the American 
conditions.” The same conclusion was 
reached by the Mitchell Commission headed 
by former U.S. Senator George Mitchell to 
investigate the events: “The Sharon visit did 
not cause the Al-Aksa Intifada.”

9. Moral Distinctions

In assessing the Middle East impasse it 
is important to pay attention to the moral 
distinction revealed in the actions of the two 
combatants. When a deranged Jew goes into 
an Arab mosque and kills the worshippers 
(which happened once) he is acting alone 
and is universally condemned by the Israeli 
government and the Jews in Israel and 
everywhere, and he is punished to the full 
extent of Israeli law. But when a young 
Arab enters a disco filled with teenagers or a 
shopping mall or bus crowded with women 
and children and blows himself and innocent 
bystanders up (which happens frequently), 
he is someone who has been trained and sent 
by a component of the PLO or the Palestine 
Authority; he is officially praised as a 
hero by Yasser Arafat; his mother is given 
money by the Palestine Authority; and his 
Arab neighbors come to pay honor to the 
household for having produced a “martyr for 
Allah.” The Palestinian liberation movement 
is the first such movement to elevate the 
killing of children – both the enemy’s and its 
own – into a religious calling and a strategy 
of the cause.

It is not only the methods of the Palestine 
liberation movement that are morally 
repellent. The Palestinian cause is itself 
corrupt. The “Palestinian problem” is 
a problem created by the Arabs, and 
can only be solved by them. In Jordan, 
Palestinians already have a state in which 
they are a majority but which denies them 
self-determination. Why is Jordan not 
the object of the Palestinian “liberation” 
struggle? The only possible answer is 
because it is not ruled by Jews.

There is a famous “green line” marking 
the boundary between Israel and its Arab 
neighbors. That green line is also the bottom 
line for what is the real problem in the 
Middle East. It is green because plants are 
growing in the desert on the Israeli side but 
not on the Arab side. The Jews got a sliver 
of land without oil, and created abundant 
wealth and life in all its rich and diverse 
forms. The Arabs got nine times the acreage 
but all they have done with it is to sit on its 
aridity and nurture the poverty, resentments 
and hatreds of its inhabitants. Out of 
these dark elements they have created and 
perfected the most vile anti-human terrorism 
the world has ever seen: Suicide bombing 
of civilians. In fact, the Palestinians are a 
community of suicide bombers: they want 
the destruction of Israel more than they want 
a better life.

If a nation state is all the Palestinians 
desire, Jordan would be the solution. (So 
would settling for 95 percent of one’s 
demands.) But the Palestinians also want 

to destroy Israel. This is morally hateful. It 
is the Nazi virus revived. Nonetheless, the 
Palestinian cause is generally supported 
by the international community, with the 
singular exception of the United States 
(and to a lesser degree Great Britain). It is 
precisely because the Palestinians want to 
destroy a state that Jews have created – and 
because they are killing Jews – that they 
enjoy international credibility and otherwise 
inexplicable support.

10. The Jewish Problem Again

It is this international resistance to the
cause of Jewish survival, the persistence of 
global Jew-hatred that, in the end, refutes 
the Zionist hope of a solution to the “Jewish 
problem.” The creation of Israel is an 
awe-inspiring human success story. But the 
permanent war to destroy it undermines the 
original Zionist idea.

More than fifty years after the creation of
Israel, the Jews are still the most hated ethnic 
group in the world. Islamic radicals want to 
destroy Israel, but do so Islamic moderates. 
For the Jews in the Middle East, the present 
conflict is a life and death struggle, yet every 
government in the UN with the exception 
of the United States and sometimes Britain 
regularly votes against Israel in the face of 
a terrorist enemy, who has no respect for the 
rights or lives of Jews. After the Al-Qaeda 
attack on the World Trade Center, the French 
ambassador to England complained that 
the whole world was endangered because 
of “that shitty little country,” Israel. This 
caused a scandal in England, but nowhere 
else. All that stands between the Jews of the 
Middle East and another Holocaust is their 
own military prowess and the generous, 
humanitarian support of the United States.

Even in the United States, however,
one can now turn the TV to channels like 
MSNBC and CNN to see Ariel Sharon who 
is the elected Prime Minister of a democracy 
equated politically and morally with Yasser 
Arafat who is a dictator, a terrorist and an 
enemy of the United States. One can see the 
same equivalence drawn between Israel’s 
democracy and the Palestine Authority, 
which is a terrorist entity and an ally of 
America’s enemies Al Qaeda and Iraq.

During the Gulf War, Israel was America’s
staunch ally while Arafat and the Palestinians 
openly supported the aggressor, Saddam 
Hussein. Yet the next two U.S. Governments 
– Republican and Democrat alike – strove 
for even-handed “neutrality” in the conflict 
in the Middle East, and pressured Israel 
into a suicidal “peace process” with a foe 
dedicated to its destruction. It is only since 
September 11 that the United States has been 
willing to recognize Arafat as an enemy of 
peace and not a viable negotiating partner.

The Zionists’ efforts created a thriving
democracy for the Jews of Israel (and also 
for the million Arabs who live in Israel), 
but failed to normalize the Jewish people 
or make them safe in a world that hates 
them. From the point of view of the “Jewish 
problem,” which Herzl and the Zionist 
founders set out to solve, it is better today to 
be a Jew in America than a Jew in Israel.

This is one reason why I myself am not
a Zionist but an unambivalent, passionate 
American patriot. America is good for the 
Jews as it is good for every other minority 
who embraces its social contract. But this 
history is also why I am a fierce supporter 
of Israel’s survival and have no sympathy 
for the Palestinian side in the conflict in the 
Middle East. Nor will I have such sympathy 
until the day comes when I can look into the 
Palestinians’ eyes and see something other 
than death desired for Jews like me.

 (Source: FrontPageMagazine.com)

Continued from page 13
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The Land of Israel is the biblical, historic and exclusive 
homeland of the Jewish people. It is Israel’s country. 

Although swallowed and made part of other empires through 
the ages, it has never been the national homeland of any 
other people.

At the heart of the Land of Israel lie the mountains of 
Israel, known since ancient days as Samaria and Judea. 
Today all who reject Jewish ownership of, and sovereignty 
over, these lands call them the “West Bank” or, more 
particularly, the “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank.”

In all of history the land has only been known as “the 
West Bank” for 19 brief years. But the name has stuck - and 
has been successfully employed to deaden awareness and 
resistance from Bible-believing people.

This land constitutes the bulk of what the world wants to 
give to the Arabs for the creation of a Palestinian state. For 
decades, the small nation of Israel has been under relentless 
international pressure to surrender it. Today, as 2008 and 
the second Bush administration are coming to a close, 
it increasingly looks like this land will indeed be taken 
from the Jews to appease the Arabs. And this as Jews and 
Christians look largely disinterestedly on.

Jewish and Christian readers, let me tell you a little about 
this “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank.”

The “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank” is the very cradle 
of Jewish civilization.

In the “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank” Israel’s founding 
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, lie buried.

Their wives lie with them or, as in the case of Jacob’s wife 
Rachel, in Bethlehem - in the “Israeli-occupied Arab West 
Bank.”

Rachel’s Joseph is also buried in the “Israeli-occupied 
Arab West Bank” - in Shechem.

It was on the “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank” that 

Abraham stood when God told him to look to the north, 
to the south, to the east and to the west, promising that all 
the land he could see would be given to his descendants, 
“forever.”

Jacob was traveling through the “Israeli-occupied Arab 
West Bank” when he lay down to sleep, and dreamed of a 
staircase reaching into heaven, with angels descending and 
ascending as God spoke from on high saying: Jacob, the 
land on which you are lying is the land I am giving to you 
and your descendants after you as an everlasting possession. 
That place is called Bethel, or Beit El. It is in the “Israeli-
occupied Arab West Bank.”

Joshua, Moses’ successor and that great Israeli conqueror 
is buried in the Mountains of Ephraim, in the “Israeli-
occupied Arab West Bank.”

For close on 400 years the nation of Israel worshiped God 
in the Tabernacle at Shiloh, in the “Israeli-occupied Arab 
West Bank.”

Gideon was threshing wheat in Ophrah, in the “Israeli-
occupied Arab West Bank” when the Angel of the Lord 
called him to judge the Israelites. Other judges, including 
the famous Deborah, lived in the “Israeli-occupied Arab 
West Bank.”

Ruth met Boaz, who wooed and married her in the 
“Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank.”

Their grandson, the Shepherd King David, was born 
in Bethlehem, in the “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank.” 
For the first seven-and-a-half years of his reign he ruled in 
Hevron - or Hebron - in the  “Israeli-occupied Arab West 
Bank.”

Ancient Jerusalem, which David then established as 
the capital of his kingdom, is in the heart of the “Israeli-
occupied Arab West Bank.”

The heart of Jerusalem is the Temple Mount. Site of 

Solomon’s splendid first Temple and the Exiles-rebuilt 
second Temple, it is in the  “Israeli-occupied Arab West 
Bank.”

And here, in the “Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank” God’s 
shekinah glory rested visibly on the only place the Almighty 
calls “holy.”

Is it clear yet? Can it possibly be any more so?
Indeed it is clear. Those who do not see it simply don’t 

want to.
I want to tell you something, dear Christians and Jews. 

The roots of Am Yisrael (the nation of Israel) are planted 
deeply and irremovably in the “Israeli-occupied Arab 
West Bank.” Judea and Samaria is the cradle of Jewish 
nationhood. Permitting these territories to be given to 
another people (who, as every historian must testify, have 
never had a national homeland there or anywhere else) is 
to allow the Jews’ roots to be cut off. This nation - which 
has survived two millennia of dispersion precisely because 
its roots have been in these lands, and because their hope 
never died of one day returning to that land as their ancient 
prophets repeatedly reminded them they would - will not 
survive the severing of those roots.

Cut the Jewish people off from the place where they began 
and they will be left withering, then rendered extinct. No 
nation can live without its roots.

Neither can any faith. Christianity cannot survive without 
Israel.

The Gentile nations have rejected the Jews’ claim to these 
lands; have rejected their historic ties and insist on treating 
Israel as a modern-day, 60-year-old democracy, and nothing 
more.

In so doing, they have rejected Israel’s God.
All who worship the God of Israel must oppose them, or 

join them in opposing Him.

The ‘Israeli-occupied Arab West Bank’
By Stan Goodenough
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A Soldier and an Old Woman

The Six Day War had ended. The generals 
assembled the commanders and foot 

soldiers for a customary review and analysis 
of the battle. After the military questions had 
been asked, and the investigative committee 
was about to disperse, a commanding 
officer pointed to one of the soldiers. “Wait 
a minute. I have a question for you. Yes, 
you, the soldier who put up the flag on the 
Temple Mount.

”The soldier nodded. “Where did you get 
an Israeli flag, and why did you put it up?”

 The soldier spread out his hands and 
smiled, a gesture that indicated that here 
was more than just a one sentence response. 
He told the following story:

The night before the Old City was 
liberated, a contingent of soldiers fighting 
near the Old City took cover in a shelter in a 
Jerusalem neighborhood. Hordes of children, 
mothers, old men and women packed 
inside the bunker alongside the soldiers. 
People looked frightened and bereft. The 
government had imposed a news black-out 
so that the Arab countries wouldn’t be able 
to figure out their positions. And the news 
— originating from Jordan, Egypt and Syria 
— was enough to induce hysteria: calls from 
Saudi King Faisal for the total elimination of 
Israel, calls from every Arab country to push 
the fledgling country into the sea.

Things looked so bad, Israelis famously 
converted public parks into mass graves, 
in preparation for the expected casualties. 
(Israel’s Chief of Staff, Yitzchak Rabin, had 
even suffered a nervous breakdown.)

As the soldier sat there in the bunker, 
hopeless and uncertain, he saw an old 
woman slowly make her way over to him. 
“Excuse me,” she said, standing at his side. 
She held a satchel in her arms.

He lifted his eyes. “Yes, Doda. Tell me, 
what is it?”

“Tomorrow you’ll go to the Old City and 
you’ll go to the Kotel [Western Wall].”

He shook his head at the absurdity. He 
said, “No, we won’t.” There were no army 
plans to liberate the Old City. First, they 
were fighting just to hold their positions. 
Also, overtaking the Old City would entail 
hand-to-hand combat which was greatly 
feared: Many people would die. Moreover, 
any bombardment of the Old City might 
demolish even more of the holy sites 
than had already been destroyed by the 
Jordanians. He tried to explain all of this.

The old woman looked at him, 
steady-eyed. “No, you will go,” she said, not 
as if she were trying to convince him, but as 

if relaying simple facts.
He shrugged. An old woman’s delusions. 

He wasn’t going to argue with her. Before he 
turned away, she said, “I have a favor to ask 
you.” She reached into her satchel and took 
out an Israeli flag. From the way she touched 
it, it was clear the flag had some personal 
meaning for her. Had she made it? Perhaps 
it had been draped over a loved one’s grave? 
But what was she now saying? “When you 
go, please take this flag, and when you get 
to the Temple Mount, I want you to hang it 
up there.” She held out the flag.

The soldier repeated, “We’re not going 
into the Old City.”

“You’re going,” she said. Again, she held 
out her arm.

A thought struck him. “I can’t take it,” he 
told her. “It’s against army regulations.”

“It’ll be all right. Just take it.”
“I’ll get in trouble. You’re only allowed 

to carry a few specified items.” Please,” she 
said hoarsely. “Do me this favor.”

He shrugged again. Why was he arguing 
with this old woman? Let him take the flag, 
let him make an old woman feel good. He 
could always get rid of it later.

The next day, the Israeli army, contrary 
to everyone’s expectations, took the Old 
City. Sure enough, the soldier’s unit ended 
up at the Temple Mount. As he and the 
other soldiers came close to the Western 
Wall, he suddenly remembered the flag and 
the old woman’s words. Yes, he would do 
it, he would! He enlisted two buddies, and 
together they draped the flag over the grating 
on the upper left most side of the Kotel, and 
there they hoisted and hung the Israel flag.

The commanding officer conducting the 

investigation said to the soldier, “And what 
were you thinking when you put up that 
flag?”

The soldier said, “I was thinking that this
was the answer to 2,000 years of Jewish 
suffering.”

And so ends the story of the soldier, our
hero.

But there’s an unsung hero, too. What
about the old woman who supplied the 
flag? One wishes the investigating officers 
had tracked her down. What did she have
in mind as she entered a shelter with an 
Israeli flag in her satchel? And who was 
she, anyway? The only identifying feature 
is that she was old and carried a bag. But 
her advanced age already tells us plenty: 
that she knew something about Jewish 
history, probably having personally lived 
through it…World War I, Arab attacks, the 
Holocaust, the War of Independence, 1956. 
What hadn’t she seen?

There, in Israel’s darkest moment,
outnumbered and surrounded by enemies, 
terrified that the next morning there will be 
no Israel, the old woman sees what no one 
else can see, what no one else is capable 
of conceiving. She insists on her vision, 
she practically browbeats the soldier into 
carrying out her plan. We’ll never know 
how she knew, only that, like many Jewish 
women before her — the Matriarchs, the 
midwives in Egypt, the righteous women in 
the desert — she just knew. There are two 
kinds of prophecy. One that predicts the 
future, and one that makes the future.

(Ruchama King Feuerman, MFA, was the winner
of the Christopher Isherwood Fellowship Prize for 
Fiction 2007)

By Ruchama King Feuerman

In Israel’s darkest moment, outnumbered and surrounded by enemies, 
an old woman sees what no one else can see.
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