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“I have posted watchmen
on your walls, O Jerusalem,
they will never fall silent,
neither by day nor by night.
You who call on ADONAI,
give yourselves no rest;
and give Him no rest
till He restores Jerusalem
and makes it a praise on earth.”
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Many exegetes and the majority of the 
theologians of the Church, misled by 

certain expressions in this eschatological 
discourse of Christ, regard the tragedy of  
the year 70 as the fulfilment of these 
prophecies. But in doing so they forget 
several important points.

Their mistake – among others – is that 
they fail to recognize Christ’s vision of 
history. The same exegetes who attach an 
absolutely prophetical significance to the 
year 70, carry the fulfilment of what Jesus 
called “the abomination of desolation of 
which Daniel spoke” even further back into 
the past. These dissectors of the Holy Writ 
hold that the book of Daniel has had no 
meaning for the Church (and consequently 
for Israel) since the reign of the Graeco-
Syrian King Antiochus-Epiphanes – some 
170 years before Christ!

Jesus however, in the three synoptic 
Gospels, and in particular in the Gospel 
according to Matthew (24:15) places this 
“defilation of the Sanctuary” in the future…

It is evident that the fall of Jerusalem and 
the temple was such a tragic event in the 
history of the Jewish people that it has not 
entirely recovered from it till the present day, 
but this drama marked the beginning, not the 
end of the time of the Nations! That is why 
Jesus placed this mysterious sacreligious 
act and the unprecedented dangers that will 
threaten Jerusalem, the people of Israel and 
doubtless the entire world with them, in the 
far future. What happened in the terrible year 
70 in the heart of David’s city was but the 
general rehearsal of a much greater drama, 
which will take place in the future. 

If this were not true why would Jesus 
have given this terrible warning in Matthew 
24:21-22: “It will be a time of great distress; 
there has never been such a time from the 
beginning of the world until now, and there 
will never be again… And if that time were 
not cut short, no living thing could survive.” 

And the version of the Gospel according 
to Luke 21 verse 26 is even stronger:

“…men will faint with terror at the 
thought of all that is coming upon the world; 
for the celestial powers will be shaken.” 

Let us remember that the Roman armies, 
which burnt Jerusalem, never caused the 
Empire to suffer such horrors, but rather 
led to the malicious joy of Titus’ triumphal 
procession and to the erection of the 
triumphal Arch, which is still standing!

No abomination was introduced into the 
Sanctuary on the year 70 for the simple 
reason that the Temple was immediately 
set to fire and destroyed, and the vessels 
and other sacred objects – among them 
the great golden Menorah, the symbol of 
Divine Presence – were dragged through 
the streets of Rome… Nothing similar to the 
deed of Antiochus-Epiphanes who ordered 
to sacrifice a swine and thus provoked 
the heroic revolt of the Maccabee family, 
happened in 70.

At what then does Christ allude?
Obviously at the brief reign of him who 

St. Paul called the Anti-Christ and whom 
he described as follows in 2 Thessalonians 
2:3,8: “That day cannot come before the final 
rebellion against God, when wickedness will 
be revealed in human form, the man doomed 
to perdition. He is the enemy. He rises in his 
pride against all who bear the name of God, 
and even taken his seat in the temple of God 
claiming to be like God… but the Lord will 
destroy him with the breath of His mouth 
and annihilate him by the radiance of His 
coming.”

In other words: a man will one day enter 
the Temple compound and even the Holy of 
Holies, proclaim himself the master of all, the 

enemy of all “who bear the name of God.”
The Temple compound is actually in the 

hand of Islam, and the Dome of the Rock, a 
Sanctuary for the entire Islamic world, rises 
on the place of the Holy of Holies.

During the twenty years before the Six 
Day War it was from this same Dome of the 
Rock that regular calls for a holy war, for 
the destruction of Israel were launched. And 
even today, after Jerusalem has witnessed the 
demolishing of the walls of shame, the same 
call is still launched in the sermons in this 
Mosque. Thus, from the very site of Israel’s 
destroyed Sanctuary people are being incited 
to genocide. Isn’t this a foreshadowing of 
the ultimate future abomination foretold 
by the prophets and by Christ Himself, that 
from the dwelling place of the God of Israel 
the preachers of the man of sin would urge 
the destruction of Israel?

A further precision: anti-Christ means 
anti-messianic as well as “anti-Jesus.” If 
this man is hostile to the Christian world, 
he is just as hostile to Israel whose place is 
still, through the grace of God, at the heart 
of the messianic drama. It is because of this 
unique situation that Israel has so often been 
confronted with the threat of extermination. 
Satan has an interest in the destruction 
of this people, which will bring forth the 
messianic times. That is why he has incited 
all the empires of antiquity against Israel. 
Everything was set into motion to prevent 
the Jewish people from giving birth to 
Jesus, including even the order of Herod to 
massacre the infants of Bethlehem…

Similarly, everything must be set in 
motion to prevent this people from gathering 
in the Promised Land to prevent it from 
bringing forth the time of the Parousia.

One of the most unsettling verses from the 
Gospel of Matthew is found in chapter 24 
verse 28: “Wherever the corpse is, there the 
vultures will gather.”

Jesus says in Matthew 24 verse 34 and 
35: “Truly, I tell you this: This people will 
not pass away until al this happens…” and 
“Heaven and earthy will pass away; my 
words will never pass away.”

This would have been a bold expression 
in the mouth of any prophet, and only 
the Messiah Himself, who was from the 
Beginning, could allow Himself to use it. 
Thus the two realities which nothing can 
erase are united: the people of Israel and the 
Word of God…

Is it really coincidence that the resurrection 
of Israel exactly coincides with the 
tremendous scientific accomplishments in 
the field of nuclear research? It was not until 
the mid-twentieth century that the word of 
Christ which we have already quoted and 
which is reported by Luke in chapter 21 

verse 26 alone, assumed its full significance:
““…Men will faint with terror at the 

thought of all that is coming upon the world; 
for the celestial powers will be shaken.” 

This text speaks doubtless of a wave of 
suicides, or at least of unprecedented horror. 
Some people in the Christian world begin to 
have their doubts about man’s encroachment 
on the terrain that is reserved to Divine 
authority alone, by his conquest of space, 
his nuclear experiments and his poisoning 
of the genetic roots of life. For never before 
Creation has so “groaned in all its parts as if 
in the pangs of childbirth,” to use the words 
of Paul in Romans 8 verse 22.

It is undeniable that man has begun to 
“shake the celestial powers.” Nor can it 
be denied that a terrible agony is rapidly 
spreading throughout the world. When will 
the Church at last take to heart the words 
and warnings of its Master, launched more 
than two thousand years ago?

Throughout the centuries many believers 
of the Bible have poked fum at the 
apocalyptic sections of the Prophets and the 
New Testament. The world had to wait until 
Hiroshima before the full meaning of these 
grave warnings was realized. Now that we 
are at last surrounded by this new terror every 
nation knows “what is threatening the world.”

Within a few years man has become used 
to the revolutionary developments in space 
research. Hence nothing but the conquest of 
a new planet will excite them. And what is 
he going to do, this man in space? To create 
a new mankind, a new society? To take a 
hold in space in order to dominate, to rule, 
to threaten and to fight? 

Celestial powers are “shaken” by the 
intrusion of sinful men into a virginal 
world, which has not been entrusted to their 
authority and genius, as the earth has been. 
The era of the sorcerer’s apprentice which 
started Hiroshima, and which is the time in 
which man can no longer control the results 
of sorcery, will end, exactly as in the days of 
the Tower of Babel in the desire to “take the 
place of God’ in the entire universe.

For we do not sufficiently realize how 
monstrous this just begun conquest is in 
view of the fact that none of the acute 
problems of our own little planet have 
been solved. In view of the fact that bombs 
and guerrillas still have the last word, that 
hunger and hatred prevail in two-thirds of 
the world.

On the verge of the abyss, the nuclear 
sword over his head, man of the space age 
has found a fascinating, explosive toy and 
he is delirious with pride.

Because so many problems are unsolved, 
humans foolishness is so great and the 
sorcerers’ apprentices have caused such 

anarchy, the Lord has decided to return, 
for only He knows the antidote against the 
deadly poison which for the first time has 
penetrated the vital parts of Creation.

The prophet Daniel contemplated and 
announced long ago, the Coming on earth, 
from the right hand of God, of this heavenly 
cosmonaut, unimpeded by monstrous, 
inhuman machines. Alas, it is not faith the 
Son of Man will find on our planet when He 
comes in power and glory, but a kingdom of 
pride in the clutches of fear. A world about 
to jump in the abyss, a society based on 
demonic arms, while hundreds of millions of 
poor slaves are hungry for bread and justice, 
in body and soul.

That is why it is not coincidence that 
the world of Hiroshima, of gas chambers 
and satanic forces is also the world of this 
little State of Israel which has embarked on 
the conquest of the desert, the search for a 
just society and whose children speak the 
language of the prophets.

Without really knowing it – and that is the 
wonder of grace – it is preparing the paths 
and gardens of our Messiah. In the desert of 
the Nations it is the voice, which, like that of 
the Baptist, calls for repentance, forgiveness 
and brotherhood. It continues to be the voice, 
which cries out in the name of the innocent 
Martyrs who were burnt in the gas chambers 
of the “very-Christian” western world…

Its neighbours, supported by the great and 
mighty of this world, respond by piling up 
these same demonic weapons and by talking 
daily of wiping it from the face of the earth…

And that is why the messiah, coming in 
glory, will not set foot in one of the boastful 
capitals of the “great”, but rather on that hill 
He knows so well, where He so often prayed 
under peaceful olive trees.

To the world which refuses to greet 
Jerusalem as the capital of the new Israel, 
and to the Church which also does not 
recognize it a such, the King of the Jews 
shows that it is His capital, and the capital of 
the Kingdom of justice He will establish and 
impose on all nations, as both the Prophets 
and the Apostle have announced:

“And His feet shall stand in that day 
upon the Mount of Olives, which is before 
Jerusalem on the east…” (Zechariah 14:4)

“Men of Galilee, why stand there looking 
up in the sky? This Jesus, who has been 
taken away from you up in heaven, will 
come in the same way as you have seen him 
go” (Acts 1:11).

This time of the Church, the time of the 
Missions, which began with the Ascension, 
and the descent of the Holy Spirit, is 
reaching its end. Notwithstanding the cruelty 
of men and the hostility of the Nations, Israel 
has rebuilt Jerusalem, opposite the City of 
David and the Wailing Wall, which has been 
recovered and transformed into a place of 
joy, for the time of wailing, which coincided 
exactly with the time of the Nations, has 
ended for Israel.

Men are looking up into the sky, not 
because they await their Redeemer, but to 
watch the passage of their metal capsules 
or the radiance of their nuclear conflicts; 
they are trembling and start hiding in their 
laughable subterranean shelters.

But another light will go up, not to 
exterminate them, but to save them. It is the 
light of which Christ spoke in the Gospel 
according to Matthew 24 verse 27, the light 
heralding His Return:

“Like lightning from the East, flashing as 
far as the West, will be the Coming of the 
Son of Man.”

(Source: “Controversy of Zion” by Claude Duvernoy, 
New Leaf Press 1987, ISBN: 0-89221-144-X)
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The Abomination in the Sanctuary
By Claude Duvernoy

Tower of Babel
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With whom have all covenants in the Bible been 
actually made? It might come as a shock to us 

Christians, but all covenants since Abraham have been 
made with Israel alone. There is not one covenant that has 
been made with the Church. Praise the Lord, however, one 
of the covenants made with Israel has also been opened to 
non-Jews who are allowed to become partakers with Israel. 
This is the new covenant.

Some theologians have told us that the old covenant has 
been made with Israel and that the new has been made with 
the Church. How remarkable, then, that Paul, speaking 
about Israel (his brothers after the flesh, the Jews) and 
summarizing all their blessings, says that “theirs are the 
covenants” (Rom. 9:4) – plural! Not just the (old) covenant, 
but the covenants, plural, indicating both the old and the 
new covenant, and some other covenants as well!

Where did he get this idea? From Jeremiah 31:31–34, 
where the prophet says:

“The time is coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will 
make a new covenant [With whom? With the church? No!] 
with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah. It 
will not be like the covenant I made with their forefathers 
when I took them by the hand to lead them out of Egypt 
(the covenant of the law), because they broke My covenant, 
though I was a husband to them,” declares the Lord. “This 
is the covenant I will make with the house of Israel after that 
time,” declares the Lord. “I will put My law in their minds 
and write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will 
be My people. No longer will a man teach his neighbor, or 
a man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they all will 
know Me, from the least of them to the greatest,” declares 
the Lord. “For I will forgive their wickedness and will 
remember their sins no more.”

So the new covenant was to be made one day with Israel 
and Judah!

First the Jew, and then the Gentile
When was this new covenant made with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah made? Or does it still 
have to be made with the Jewish people, as some people 
think? Is this still “music of the future” for Israel?

Let us look at the Lord Jesus’ own words at the Last 
Supper: “He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave 
it to them, saying, “This is My body given for you; do this in 
remembrance of Me.” In the same way, after the supper, He 
took the cup, saying, “This cup is [what?] the New Covenant 
in My blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:19-20). 
The Lord Jesus, a flesh and blood Jew, surrounded by his 
Jewish disciples, pointed to the signs of the new covenant. 
There was not a single Gentile in sight. At that moment, He 
was establishing the new covenant with Israel; His broken 
body and His poured-out blood were the signs of the new 
covenant, which spoke of redemption and forgiveness of the 
sins of the world, the sins of Jews and non-Jews alike.

It is important to note that everything up to this point 
had been a totally inner-Jewish affair. Later, at the Feast 
of Pentecost, only Jews and proselytes (non-Jews who had 
converted to Judaism and thus had become Jews) were 
present in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit was poured out 
(Acts 2:11). But what about us? When did we Gentiles 
come in? We had to wait until Acts 10. Then the Gentile 
Roman centurion, Cornelius, to the utter amazement of the 
circumcised believers and even to Peter himself, saw the 
Holy Spirit poured out upon the heathens (Acts 10:44-47). 
Upon Gentiles! Non-Jews! From that moment on, non-Jews 
were added to the new covenant, and the new covenant was 
opened up for them.

Later, Paul started to grasp what had happened there at 
the house of Cornelius, and since then, everywhere among 
the Gentiles, whenever the Gospel was preached, people 
received Jesus as their Lord and Savior. These people were 
like new branches being grafted onto the old root (Rom. 
11:24), into the new covenant with Israel. They were cut off 
from their Gentile roots and grafted onto the new root. What 
a difference it would have made if Romans chapter 11 had 
been read carefully and preached in the Church.

We are engrafted. We are not at the core; rather, the Jews 

are. The Church had said, “The Jews must come to us. They 
have to convert to Jesus, and then they more or less lose their 
Jewishness. Then they become part of the Church and become 
Christians, just like all of us.” But the truth is just the opposite. 
They do not have to come to us, to the Church; instead, by the 
grace of God, we are added to them – into their new covenant 
– engrafted. Be careful, as Paul warns the Gentile Christian 
believers; you do not carry the root, but the root carries you 
(Rom. 11:18). By God’s grace, you Gentiles are permitted to 
share in their new covenant. Isn’t that wonderful?

So now, God is our Covenant God as well! We are 
engrafted into a new covenant. He will be faithful, despite 
our unfaithfulness! He is a God who elects. If He can be 
faithful toward a disobedient Israel and keep His promises to 
them, He can and will be faithful to His so-often disobedient 
Church and keep His promises to her as well. And He can 
be and will be faithful to an often disobedient “me”. There 
is hope for you and me! Despite our unfaithfulness and 
disobedience, He looks upon us in Jesus, whose broken 
body and spilled blood are the signs of the new covenant. 
The Lord even hardened and blinded 99 per cent of Israel, 
deciding to not yet give them revelation about Jesus, while 
letting us in first!

But someday in the future, God will do this for “all Israel” 
as well. He used the prophet Jeremiah to announce that the 
new covenant would be for the house of Israel and the house 
of Judah. Paul is clear that once God’s work of grace among 
the Gentiles has been completed. He will save “all Israel.” 
Then the Deliverer will come from Zion, and He Himself will 
turn ungodliness away from Jacob and take away their sins 
(Rom. 11:19-20). But He will continue to be with Israel, He 
will reattach the broken off, natural branches to the olive tree, 
because He is faithful to Himself and to His covenant(s).

Christian church, and Christian community, do not be 
arrogant, but fear! Be astounded at the grace of God toward 
you. Note that He will remember His grace and will never 
neglect His faithfulness with regard to Israel. For the Jewish 
people are coming home! Israel is reborn as a nation! And 
that means that the Savior is on his way! In his own way 
and in his own time, He will reveal Himself to His Jewish 
brothers.

Joseph

Let us look for a moment at the story of Joseph and his 
brothers. Before Joseph revealed himself to his brothers 
who had come to him in Egypt to ask for food because 
there was a famine in Israel, and who had not recognized 
Joseph as their brother, he did a remarkable thing. He sent 
the Egyptians, the non-Jews, the Gentiles, out of the room. 
This was none of their business (Gen. 45:1). And only after 
they had left did Joseph descend from his throne and say, 

“I am Joseph! It is really me!” (Gen. 45:3). To me this is a 
beautiful illustration of how Jesus will finally be recognized 
by His Jewish brothers and sisters.

Until that moment, Joseph’s brothers had not recognized 
him. He spoke in a foreign Egyptian tongue, not Hebrew, 
even as the New Testament is written in Greek and not in 
Hebrew. He did not look like a Jew; his clothes and hair 
were those of an Egyptian noble just as Jesus is often 
portrayed in many paintings as anything but Jewish. In 
fact, He sometimes looks more like a Greek Apollo than a 
Jew! The Egyptians may even have adored Joseph as a god 
in their temples. Why? Joseph was elevated to such a high 
position that he was probably considered one of Pharaoh’s 
sons (Gen. 41:39-45). The Pharaoh was considered to be 
the sun god and was worshipped as a god by the Egyptians. 
Accordingly, his sons were sometimes considered to be 
rays of that blazing sun god. The entire family had at least a 
touch of divinity about them. Similarly, Jesus is worshipped 
as God by many in the Christian churches and is adored and 
prayed to by many at statues in different churches (temples) 
all over the world, which is abhorrent to Jews!

How often through the centuries has the Church 
misrepresented Jesus to the Jews. Sometimes, Jews are 
convinced that we, like the Egyptians, have more than one 
god – the Father is God, Jesus is God, and the Holy Spirit 
is God; and some of us also seem to have a goddess by the 
name of Mary, because some Christians pray to her too. But 
the time will come when Israel will see who Jesus really is, 
similar to the story of Joseph. His brothers did not recognize 
him as their brother when he was all-powerful among the 
Gentiles, and that situation lingered on until Joseph decided 
to make himself know to his brothers.

Then Joseph said a peculiar thing to the Egyptians. “Could 
you please leave the room for a minute.” This is between me 
and my brothers.” And after they had left the room, he came 
down from his throne and said, “I am Joseph, your brother. It 
is really me. And it has been me all the time.” At that point, 
they probably embraced each other and perhaps shed some 
tears.

One day, Jesus will reveal Himself to the Jews, and they 
will hug and shed some tears, just like the brothers of Joseph 
did (Gen. 45:2). In His time and in His own way, God will 
do it: “I will come to give rest to Israel” (Jer. 31:2b). What a 
great time of reconciliation that will be – between Him and 
His brothers! No Gentiles will be involved in that moment. 
This is clear from God’s repeated “I wills” in Jeremiah 
31:31–35 (quoted by Paul in Romans 11:26–27): I will …, 
I will …, I will …,” says the sovereign Lord. He will come 
from Zion and take away their sins. He Himself will do so 
for the last generation of Israel, for the remnant who will 
have returned to the land of Israel.
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A New Covenant
By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer
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Israel and the nations is a theme that, as 
with many of the other issues regarding 

Israel, has not often been talked about or 
taught in church history. You won’t find 
many books on Israel and the nations. Let’s 
get going on quite a challenging journey.                                                       

The starting point is God’s famous calling 
extended to Abraham and His promises in 
Genesis 12:1-3. “Now the Lord  had said to 
Abram: ‘Get yourself out of your country, 
away from your kinsmen and away from 
your father’s house, and go to the land that 
I will show you. I will make of you a great 
nation; I will bless you, and I will make your 
name great; and you are to be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and I will 
curse him who curses you; And in you all 
the families of the earth shall be blessed.’”

I want to start by focusing on verse 3: “I 
will bless those who bless you, but I will 
curse anyone who curses you; and by you all 
the families of the earth (michpocha) will be 
blessed.”

Firstly I want to point out that, in terms 
of blessings and curses, the language used 
is collective and not individualistic. It talks 
about the fact that Israel shall be a nation 
and that through the nation of Israel the 
nations of the earth shall be blessed. Those 
who bless you are blessed and those who 
curse the Jewish nation are cursed. It’s all 
in a language and framework that does not 
primarily talk about individuals but about 
michpocha -that’s the key word in Hebrew- 
and the word michpocha has a very broad 
feel and spectrum of meaning as most of 
you would know. It has connotations with 
family, tribe, clan, a group of people or an 
ethnic group. The modern word for it is 
nation. Another dimension of interpretation 
or understanding would be ‘generations’ and 
there is a time factor involved throughout the 
generations. The Bible alternatively refers to 
families, sometimes to nations and at times 
to generations. All are correct and all have 
been correctly translated. The common 
ground here is collectivism. Family, tribe, 
clan, ethnic group, nation, generation... It’s 
all more than one. Israel, on the other hand, 
is spoken of as a both a nation and a people. 

This issue and theme is complicated 
because most of us come from a church 
background where the importance of 
understanding the collective dimension was 
not accentuated. I come from a Lutheran 
background but was born-again in a Jesus 
People or Charismatic movement and 
was largely influenced by the primary 
importance of a personal relationship with 
Jesus: Jesus and I, I and Jesus. My salvation 
and my calling to bring that salvation to as 
many individuals as is possible. 

This is something that many of us, in 
one way or the other, have been brought 
up with. And it has something to do with 
church history. About the Millennium; 
about Augustine’s misunderstanding of 
the third phase of the Millennium which 
started in the time when Christianity 
became a major factor and the state religion 
within the Roman Empire of that time. The 
Roman Empire, which was in the process 
of falling apart, was being replaced by the 
Church.  And so he indeed understood that 
as -in a way- the Millennium. And so, with 
Replacement Theology, Jerusalem was 
replaced by Rome, Jesus was replaced by the 
Pope and Israel was replaced by the Church. 
And then Christian Europe, especially, 
was supposed to be the manifestation of 
‘kingdom now’ as understood by Augustine 

and those within a similar framework of 
thinking as well as those who had the power 
to implement it. 

So, the medieval church and European 
Christendom was formed by a kind of 
triumphalism with high and lofty goals 
of what the Church in the world should be 
like and also by the struggle for control in 
Europe between the Pope and the Emperor 
(or Keiser) that’s been ongoing for hundreds 
of years. This brought us the Reformation. 
The Reformation was partly a reformation 
back to the Bible and partly a reformation 
back to the days of the church fathers. And, 
especially as far as Luther was concerned, 
back to Augustine. But it was not a 
reformation back to the Word of God. 

We had a mixture in the Reformation 
times. There was the Catholic version 
of understanding and -speaking from a 
Lutheran background as a German person- 
there were Luther and Calvin with their 
different versions of understanding.  We 
had German and Lutheran dukes, earls 
and princes whom were followed not 
long after by Lutheran bishops. Amongst 
the secular leaders there existed a famous 
practice that, depending in which area of 
government you worked, you had to follow 
the faith of the leading duke or earl. In 
Catholic surroundings you were to live as 
a Catholic and in Lutheran surroundings as 
a Lutheran. That was true even of nations. 
France was Catholic. Sweden was Lutheran. 
The nations were struggling about whether 
to follow the Lutheran or Catholic paths and 
that gave rise to wars. The worst war during 
that period of time was the Thirty Year War 
from 1618 to 1648. It was a religious war. 
It was about either remaining Catholic or 
becoming Catholic again due to the Counter 
Reformation that was taking place or about 
remaining or becoming Protestant. It was 
a vicious war. One third of the German 
population was completely obliterated 
in those thirty years and it was similarly 
devastating for the many other nations that 
were touched by this war.

This, in a sense, is the background of 
the Pietistic Revival that many of us are 
familiar with. I am not sure that, in Africa, 
you understand the word ‘pietism’ as part 
of Church History in which the Bohemian 
brothers, Graf Zinzendorf and John Wesley 
were involved. These revivals were brought 
about by the Holy Spirit and, for very good 
reasons; the emphasis was placed completely 
on an individual relationship with Jesus and 
on individual salvation. When referring 
to governments, cities and nations, the 
collective side of the Biblical testimony 

became undesirable because it had been 
abused, misinterpreted and misused. It had 
lead to the chaos that I have just attempted 
to describe in a few words. Then, of course, 
with secularism and enlightenment the 
individual component was also highlighted 
from a secular point of view. In the last few 
hundred years we have thus ended up with 
both the secular- and church-views being 
focused primarily on the individual side of 
things. These few reasons show why it’s not 
easy to talk about Israel and the nations. It 
is evident that there have not been many 
theological reference points and examples 
over the past few hundred years. 

This, by the way, is one of the main reasons 
why it is so difficult for some evangelical 
believers, Bible teachers and pastors to 
find access to the revelation concerning 
Israel. It is quite simple for individuals to 
talk or preach or even to believe within 
the context of Jews becoming Christians 
or of Jews being saved because it is part of 
our frame of reference. But thinking about 
Israel as a collective entity and all Israel 
being saved (as written in Romans 11:25) is 
incomprehensible for many Bible believing 
evangelical Christians. Martin Luther, who 
was a young professor in Wittenberg during 
the time of the Reformation (1516, 1517), 
did a wonderful exposition of the letter 
of Romans. His students, who took notes, 
passed it on and we can still read it today. 
These reliable sources said that when Luther 
came to Romans 11:25, which speaks about 
the collective salvation of Israel, he more or 
less said the following: ‘These verses remain 
dark to me. Who can believe them.’ (Verse 
translated from German) This took place in 
1516 and if you know something about the 
Reformation history you will remember 
that one year later, in 1517, he nailed his 
‘95 Theses of Contention’ 

on the door of the Wittenberg Church.  
It may be known to many of you that Luther 
became expressively anti-Semitic in the 
latter part of his life and the theological 
reason for his aggression against the Jews 
can be found in this: He just did not have 
any understanding of the collective calling 
of the Jewish people and of the covenant that 
God made through Abraham, and the other 
covenants that followed, with the Jewish 
people as a collective entity. Nor could he 
comprehend the salvation of the people of 

Israel in a collective manner in a time to 
come in the future that Paul speaks about in 
Romans 11:25 and the following verses. 

And so it remained dark for Luther. He 
couldn’t believe it even if he was a man 
of the Word. It was completely outside of 
his framework of being able to receive. 
And what was true for Luther was true 
for many Evangelical, many Pietistic and 
many Revival oriented believers, -teachers 
and -leaders. So this is part of the heritage 
we have to keep in the back of our minds 
when we start our journey in discovering the 
Biblical testimony and witness about Israel 
and the nations. 

The introduction was important in order 
for us to obtain the necessary sensitivity 
and understanding of what, exactly, we are 
talking about. You do not need to understand 
everything all at once but my hope is that, 
from the point of view of being intercessors 
and Christians with a priestly calling in our 
respective nations, I can communicate to you 
something that will create in you a loving 
concern for your nation and the relationship 
of your nation with Israel. Also the relevance 
of all of this in our times. My reason for 
becoming involved in these thoughts and 
research, is because of my deep, loving 
concern for my German people and, I think 
you might understand, given the history that 
Germany has with the Jewish people.

So what does that mean for our nations? 
Let me pose two questions to stimulate 
your thinking. The first question is: When 
were nations mentioned the first time in the 
Bible? It obviously was not with Adam and 
Eve but somewhere along the line, nations 
were created, established or founded in the 
Bible. The answer is: Nations were first 
mentioned in Genesis 10. After the flood 

and after God’s covenant with 
Noah that you can read about 
in Genesis 8 and Genesis 9. 
Some say there was a covenant 
made with Adam and Eve, but 
from the Bible it is definite 
and clear that this was the 
only covenant not made with 
the Jewish people alone. 
The Jewish people were not 
yet there at that time. It was 
made with all mankind and 
even with all creation. 

We know that summer and 
winter will not pass, that 
sowing and harvesting shall 
not end and that the flood 
shall never again occur. 
The rainbow is a sign of 
the covenant with mankind 
and with creation. The 
rainbow, the covenant with 
Noah and his family, was 
a covenant of grace. And 
this is something I want 
to emphasize strongly. 
A covenant of grace. The 

flood shall never happen again. Summer 
and Winter as well as sowing and harvesting 
shall never end. It is a covenant of blessing 
for mankind, for humanity and even for 
creation. A covenant that was an expression 
of the love of God towards mankind. 

And then we read in Genesis chapter 10 
that out of the three sons of Noah seventy 
nations were created and named. Seventy is 
an interesting number that has some meaning 
within the Hebrew context. Seven times ten 
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(7 X 10). Two numbers. Different forms of 
completion. Seven (7) points to a spiritual 
completion while ten (10) points more to a 
visible completion. Seven times ten (7 X 10) 
indicates that all nations came out from the 
three sons of Noah. The descendants of Noah 
are all named in Genesis chapter 10. All the 
development of the nations -the birth of the 
nations and the establishment of the family 
of nations- was under this covenant of grace 
and blessing that was given to Noah. 

Second question: When are the nations 
mentioned in the Bible the last time? I think 
most of us would say in Revelations because 
we are pretty familiar with people from all 
tribes and tongues coming to worship before 
the Throne of the Lamb while saying Holy, 
Holy, Holy is the Lamb! But the interesting 
thing, at least to me, is that the nations are 
still mentioned in the very last chapter of 
Revelation 22... when there shall be a New 
Jerusalem, a New Heaven and New Earth 
that is introduced to us in more detail in 
chapter 21. Let’s read Revelations 22:1-3: 
‘And he shows me a pure river of water 
of love, clear as crystal, proceeding from 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. In the 
middle of its street, and on either side of the 
river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve 
fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every 
month. The leaves of the tree were for the 
healing of the nations.’                           

When I first discovered and pondered 
this consciously, it was mind-boggling! The 
nations did not become irrelevant when the 
Great Commission was completed. The 
nations did not become irrelevant after the 
Millennium. The nations are still important 
and relevant to God in the New Jerusalem 
and in this era of the New Jerusalem. It is 
amongst the last things God reveals to us 
through His Word: That the nations are 
still part of the picture, part of that eon. 
And again they are mentioned in a very 
loving way. The Lord made provision for 
the healing of the nations. And this, to 
me, is a very important framework. It is 
obviously to me that the Lord Himself has 
a loving concern for nations. And of course 
for individuals. I do not reduce or remove 
that which the Lord has revealed regarding 
His care for you, for me and for all men on 
earth. It is not either/or! It’s complementary. 
It’s both. He cares for individuals and for 
nations. But we seem to have ‘lost’ the other 
half of that picture. 
That part of the 
picture that the Lord 
God Himself has a 
loving concern and 
made provision for 
the nations from the 
very beginning to the 
very end. 

Let’s digest this and 
attempt to understand what we have read:

1.The calling out of Abraham, the calling 
on the Jewish people, and 

2.The standard that God is setting between 
the Jewish people and the nations within that 
framework. 

In summary, I want to ‘build a bridge’ 
between Genesis 9 (which covers the 
Noachitic covenant) and Genesis 12 (which 
describes God’s calling out of Abraham, His 
calling on Israel and the standard He set). 
What do we have in between? In Genesis 9 
we have the covenant which is a covenant of 
grace and blessings. In Genesis 10, if I may 
simplify it and capture the essence, you find 
the nations evolving out of the three sons of 
Noah: Ham, Shem and Japhet.  Thereafter 
you have the 70 nations mentioned. 

And the next thing that happens is the 
building of the Tower of Babel. The nations 
would collectively build the tower against 

God. They put their forces, their ingenuity, 
their ambition, their power and their unity 
together and they joined their efforts. They 
finally wanted to prove that man, and not 
God, was the deciding factor. ‘Autonomous 
man’ we would call it in modern language. 
The autonomous mind. Humanism.  
The beginning of Humanism and the 
mindset of Humanism. This terrible attitude 
of Humanism strongly displayed their 
motivation for building the tower of Babel. 

It is no coincidence – and this might 
be a bomb that I should not ignite, but am 
going to anyway – and it is not by chance 
that one of the famous pictures of the 
building of the Tower of Babel according to 
records from the 16th or 17th century, was 
the main inspiration for the architect that 
planned the house for the Plenary Meeting 
of the European Union in Strasbourg. 
The architecture of this pretty impressive 
Plenary Meeting building was taken from a 
picture that was painted in the 17th century 
depicting the building of the Tower of Babel 
as described in Genesis chapter 11. Even 
today the spirit of Humanism, that was 
present in Genesis 11, still has a stronghold 
in the building up of Europe. 

This is not the only factor. There’s still 
reference or relevance concerning the 
Christian framework but that is part of our 
struggles as we work within the European 
Coalition for Israel that we push against the 
tide that’s coming… that Humanism is the 
decisive factor of the European Union. That, 
by the way remains to be seen. 

The Spirit of Humanism was the driving 
force behind the building of the Tower of 
Babel as it is written in Genesis 11. And God 
judged it. He had to and He did. He not only 
judged it, He did three things: Firstly He 
confused the languages. and we continue to 
suffer from it today. Secondly He dispersed 
the people over all the earth and thirdly, it 
is important to note, He called out a man to 
form a different nation amongst the nations. 
That man was Abraham. This can be viewed 
as ‘God’s response’ to the building of the 

Tower of Babel, the attitude of pride and 
rebellion, of autonomy and the attempt to be 
rid of God. God’s answer was this three-fold 
response: Languages were confused; people 
were dispersed, Abraham was called and, 
through him, the people of Israel were 
called out of the nations to be a holy and 
separated nation amongst the nations. They 
were to be a letter from God to the nations. 
A nation in which He could reveal His will, 
His commandments, His power, His love 
and promises and in which He could reveal 
His judgments. He could reveal Himself 
as a message to the peoples who came in 
rebellion against Him although he loves 
them and blessed them in the covenant with 
Noah. If you understand this picture and this 
scenario, then the relationship between Israel 
and the nations makes sense. 

That is how it started.  And in that context 
it is said in Genesis 12:3 that those nations, O 
Israel, that bless you and regard you seriously, 
I will bless. And those nations that have a 
regard for Me and My Ten Commandments 
as well as the revelation of My will, I can and 
will bless. But those rejecting it, I will curse 
and judge.  And God did. 

This is the plumb line in the relationship 
between Israel 
and the nations of 
Genesis 12 verse 
3 and this plumb 
line is still relevant 
today. I want to 
show it to you 
from the Bible. 
We will look at 
two Old Testament 
prophets and then 

to a New Testament reference. Thereafter we 
will come to the conclusions. 

Firstly, we find a number of important 
indications when Joel talks about the nations 
and Israel in the end-times and I would like 
to make particular mention of the time factor 
here. We shall start by reading Joel 2:28-29:  
“And it shall come to pass afterward That 
I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your 
sons and your daughters shall prophecy, 
your old men shall dream dreams, Your 
young men shall see visions. And also on 
My menservants and on My maidservants I 
will pour out My Spirit in those days.” 

To most of us, who have been touched by 
the ongoing revival or renewal movement 
over the last hundred years or so, I think 
these are familiar verses. These familiar 
words speak about the outpouring of the 

Holy Spirit. We’ve heard that it started at 
Pentecost where Peter quoted these verses 
extensively during his sermon at Pentecost. 
It started and would finish primarily, but not 
exclusively, with the Jewish people. 

The Holy Spirit was poured out on 
Cornelius and his household in the same 
manner as on the 120 Jewish people, or 3120 
of them, on Pentecost. The outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit over all flesh, all nations and all 
peoples go hand in hand with the fulfillment 
of the Great Commission (Matthew 28 or 
Matthew 24:14) as quoted by Jesus in His 
End Time sermon. And this gospel from the 
Kingdom shall be preached in all the earth 
as a testimony for all the nations and then 
the end shall come. The end will not come 
before the Gospel of the Kingdom will 
be spread over all the nations. This is the 
same as saying first of all that the fullness 
of the Gentiles has to be completed before 
all Israel will be saved. These go together. 
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit started at 
Pentecost in Acts chapter 2. ‘That which the 
prophet Joel has spoken about is happening 
right before your eyes. For these are not 
drunk as you might think. Prophecy is 
becoming fulfilled before your eyes.’ That 
was the starting point of the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit that will not end before the 
gospel of the Kingdom has been preached to 
all ethnic groups and before all Israel will be 
saved. That is where it ends. 

This is one reference point as far as 
timing is concerned. We can say that the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit over all flesh 
was prophesied and was going to be a New 
Testament phenomenon. It speaks about 
things happening in New Testament times 
and Peter quotes it in the New Testament 
in Acts chapter 2. So Joel prophecies about 
something that was to take place in New 
Testament times. 

Then, in chapter 3 verse 1 we read 
something very interesting: “For behold in 
those days and at that time…” Let’s stop 
here for a moment. In which days and at 
what time? In the days in which the Holy 
Spirit is poured out on all flesh. Whatever 
is described next, will happen in that time 
frame. Those days and those times. We 
can actually read it as follows: ‘in New 
Testament days and New Testament times’. 
“For behold, in New Testament times when 
I bring back the captives of Judah and 
Jerusalem.” Another question: When were 
those times that the captives of Judah and 
Jerusalem have been brought back? It is 
now! And it’s happening before our eyes! 
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Kristina Panusiyan shows on the map her country, Israel

Gen 12:2
“And I will make you a great nation, And I will bles you,  

And make your name great; And so you shall be a blessing;
Gen 12:3

And I will bless those who bless you, And the one who curses you I will curse.
And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
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What are the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel?
The concept of the Ten Lost Tribes is partly mythical 

and partly truthful. It is partly mythical since, as Rabbi 
Joseph Telushkin writes, “We lack precise information on 
the Ten Tribe’s fate,” and therefore:

A large body of legends has grown up speculating on 
what became of them. As a rule, any nation that has acted 
sympathetically to the Jews (for example, England after 
it issued the Balfour Declaration), or practiced any ritual 
that corresponds to some ritual in the Torah (as do some 
American Indian tribes), has been rumoured to be descended 
from the Ten Lost Tribes…. In the darkest period of the 
Middle Ages, when almost all Jews lived under Christian or 
Muslim oppression, tales spread of a mighty kingdom beyond 
the legendary Sabatyon, inhabited by the Ten Tribes, which 
would someday come and rescue its suffering brothers.

This concept is partly truthful in that a large percentage 
of the inhabitants of the ten northern tribes of Israel went 
into exile and were scattered among the nations more than 
2,700 years ago, and the identity of many of them has been 
completely lost. Let us retrace the relevant biblical accounts 
and then separate the myths from the reality.

Because of King David’s sin with Bathsheba, the prophet 
Nathan declared to him, “The sword will never depart from 
your house” (2 Samuel 12:10). This, in a sense, was the 
beginning of the downfall of the united kingdom of Israel 
and Judah, and when King Solomon, David’s son, fell into 
gross idolatry, the Lord declared to Jeroboam, “See, I am 
going to tear the kingdom out of Solomon’s hand and give 
you ten tribes. But for the sake of my servant David and the 
city of Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes 
of Israel, he will have one tribe” (1 Kings 11:31-32). After 
Solomon died, the kingdom did split, being divided between 
the ten northern tribes, called the kingdom of Israel, and 
the two southern tribes, Judah and Benjamin, called the 
kingdom of Judah. (The capital of Israel was Samaria; the 
capital of Judah was Jerusalem.)

In 721 B.C., the Assyrians decimated the ten northern 
tribes because of their sin, as described in 2 Kings 17:20,23: 
“ Therefore the LORD rejected all the people of Israel; he 
afflicted them and gave them into the hands of plunderers, 
until he thrust them from his presence … So the people of 
Israel were taken from their homeland into exile in Assyria, 
and they are still there.” (This verse was written more than 
2,500 years ago, so “they are still there” referred to that 
period of time.)

What happened to the tribes of the kingdom of Israel? 

(1) Some of the people remained in Samaria and became 
known as the Samaritans. They consider themselves to be 
true Israelites, but other Jews, especially in ancient times, 
have considered them to be half breeds.

(2) Some of the people may have made their way to Judah 
and became incorporated into the larger “Jewish” population 
(see especially 2 Chronicles 34:3-9, which indicates that 
a remnant of the ten northern tribes remained intact after 
the Assyrian exile). This is reflected in New Testament 
references that speak of “the twelve tribes of Israel” (see 
Acts 26:7; James 1:1), indicating that this was the conscious 
understanding of the Jews in New Testament times, namely 
that they represented the twelve tribes of Israel and not just 
Judah, Benjamin and Levi. Note also that the twelve tribes 
of Israel remain part of God’s future plans (see Matthew 
19:28; Luke 22:30). 

(3) Some of the people became completely assimilated 
into the nations, where they were scattered and have become 
lost history (but not to myth!). 

(4) Some may have actually retained their Israelite-Jewish 
origins, retaining their ancient traditions and continuing 
to preserve a conscious identification as Israelites or 
Jews. Among these would possibly be groups such as the 
Ethiopian Jews. 

Now, despite many myths and wild theories (including the 
“Two House Theory”) it appears that many Israelites who 
were scattered among the nations were, in fact, completely 
lost to history. It was part of God’s judgment on the nation, 
and from everything we can tell, for these Israelites, it is 
final. There is simply no truth to the claims of groups such 
as the “British Israelites,” who believe that “the Lost Ten 

Tribes of the Northern House of Israel’s descendants are to 
be found in the Anglo-Saxon-Celtic and kindred peoples 
of today,” nor is there any support for the Mormon claim 
that the Native Americans are descended from the ancient 
Israelites –despite the fact that no less a Semitic scholar 
than C.H. Gordon (1908-2001) pointed to possible links 
between the Israelites (or, more precisely, Judeans) and 
Native Americans, claiming that there was evidence for 
ancient Hebrew inscriptions in America. DNA evidence 
(among other things) is against such an identification, and, 
not surprisingly, the recent book by former Mormon bishop 
Simon G. Southerton, a molecular geneticist from Australia, 
entitled Losing a Lost Tribe: Native Americans, DNA, and 
the Mormon Church, has generated a fierce backlash from 
Mormon apologists, so damning are its conclusions to 
Mormonism.

On the other hand, there are different groups around the 
world that have retained biblical Jewish commands such as 
circumcision and Sabbath observance- but not later, rabbinic 
traditions- and who trace their ancestry to the biblical tribes 
of Israel. While there is some dispute as to the authenticity 
of  their claims- e.g., some traditions claim that the 
Ethiopian Jews are descendants of the biblical tribe of Dan 
while other traditions claim that they are the descendants of 
the alleged union of Solomon and the queen of Sheba – the 
State of Israel today embraces these different groups, either 
as people who converted to Judaism at different times in 
history and now need to get fully integrated, or as legitimate 
descendants of the ancient tribes of Israel.

Related to this was a report on World Net Daily, November 
23, 2006: “Lost tribe of Israel’ returns home. Group from 
India ‘descended from Joseph’ arrives in Jewish state.” One 
of the main organizations involved with helping groups 
such as this return to Israel is called Shavei Israel (Shavei.
org; the name means “those who return to Israel”; the 
organization was originally called Amishav). The website 
states, “Comprised of a team of academics, educators and 
rabbinical figures, Shavei Israel reaches out to ‘lost Jews’ 
and assists them in coming to terms with their heritage and 
identity in a spirit of tolerance and understanding.” This is a 
serious endeavor!

The head of Shavei Israel, Michael Freund, said, “I truly 
believe this is a miracle of immense historical and even 
biblical significance. Just as the prophets foretold so long ago, 
the lost tribes of Israel are being brought back from the exile.”

All told, there are about eight thousand such Indian Jews, 
called the Bnei Menashe, based on their belief that they 
have descended from the tribe of Manasseh (Menashe in 
Hebrew), and the great majority of them are still in India.  
But are they really true Israelites? There has obviously been 
some degree of intermarriage (the same can be said about 

Ethiopian Jews and other groups), but that can be said for 
other Jews (and Israelites) throughout history, albeit not on 
such a large scale. 

Interestingly, there are ultra-Orthodox rabbis in Israel who 
have strongly disputed the claims of these different groups, 
one reason being that these groups are familiar with certain 
biblical commandments but have no knowledge of the 
traditions of the Oral Law. Others, however, point to groups 
such as this as positive proof that no Oral Law was given 
to Moses and that the traditions of the rabbis postdated the 
biblical period. (I concur with the latter position, namely, 
that God did not give Moses an authoritative Oral Law, but 
I do not have an expert opinion on the “original Israelite” 
claims of these various groups.)

All this being said, the general consensus of the Israeli 
population is that these groups should be warmly welcomed 
back into their midst, and they support government 
operations such as the famous Operation Solomon, which 
brought thousands of Ethiopian Jews back to the land in 
1991 in an extraordinary, well-planned effort in the midst 
of very unstable conditions in Ethiopia. Moreover, when the 
traditional rabbis insisted that these Ethiopian Jews had to 
undergo certain elements of Jewish conversion, the public 
sentiment was with the Ethiopians and against the traditional 
rabbis (although such antitraditional sentiments are typical 
in Israel today). Similar requirements were made of the 
Bnei Menashe, namely, that they also formally converted to 
Judaism. Their history is quite touching:

According to Bnei Menashe oral traditions, the tribe was 
exiled from Israel and pushed to the east, eventually settling 
in the border regions of China and India, where most remain 
today. Most kept customs similar to Jewish tradition, 
including observing Shabbat, keeping the laws of Kosher, 
practicing circumcision on the eighth day of a baby boy’s 
life and observing Talmudic family purity.

In the 1950s, several thousand Bnei Menashe say they 
set out on foot to Israel but were quickly halted by Indian 
authorities. Undeterred, many began practicing Orthodox 
Judaism and pledged to make it to Israel. They now attend 
community centers established by Shavei Israel to teach the 
Bnei Menashe Jewish tradition and modern Hebrew.

Arbi Khiangte, one of the Bnei Menashe has said, “The 
Holy One, Blessed be He, commanded us to live there. It is a 
mitzvah (positive good deed), and it is one that my ancestors 
have been waiting for so long to fulfill.”

Are there other Israelite groups yet to be discovered? Only 
God knows.

(Source: What Do Jewish people Think About Jesus – Michael L. Brown 
(Chosen Books - Baker Publishing group, ISBN 978-0-8007-9426-2)

By Michael L. Brown

Hamas’s tactics of using civilians as 
human shields and of exploiting public 

institutions and ambulances for military 
purposes were exposed several times during 
and after Operation Cast Lead.

The Palestinian and Arab media’s 
conspiracy of silence resulted in the facts 
being revealed by Western correspondents 
who entered the Gaza Strip and talked to 
local residents. The Palestinian media in the 
Gaza Strip and the Arab media in general 
made almost no reference to the basic 
issue. The following are the main points 
of three articles that appeared in Western 
newspapers:

1) A correspondent for Australia ‘s 
Sydney Morning Herald interviewed a 
Gazan ambulance driver, who described 
how Hamas operatives tried to force him to 
use his ambulance to evacuate them from a 
battle zone.

2) A correspondent for the New York 
Times quoted a source close to Hamas, who 
described rocket fire from proximity to 
residential buildings and in alleys.

2) A correspondent for Italy ‘s Corriere 
della Sera talked to Gazans about rocket fire 
from the roofs of private houses and about 
Hamas operatives who sought shelter in a 
hospital.

In an article that appeared on January 
26, the paper’s correspondent in the Gaza 
Strip, interviewed Muhammad Shriteh, an 
ambulance driver who evacuated wounded 
Palestinians from the battle zones.

Muhammad Shriteh said that during 
most of Operation Cast Lead he would 
“co-ordinate with the Israelis before we pick 
up patients… so they would not shoot at 
us.” He said that the more immediate threat 
was from Hamas, who would “ would lure 
the ambulances into the heart of a battle to 
transport fighters to safety.”

He also said that one night, after the first 
week of fighting, “there was a call for a 

Dutch Parliamentarian Geert Wilders has 
been hailed worldwide as a hero of free 

speech after Dutch authorities announced 
that they were going to prosecute him for 
insulting Islam and Muslims. However, not 
everyone sees him as a hero. Ian Buruma 
said it in the New York Times: 

Whether Mr. Wilders has deliberately 
insulted Muslim people is for the judges to 
decide. But for a man who calls for a ban 
on the Koran to act as the champion of free 
speech is a bit rich.

It’s worth considering. Is supporting 
Wilders as a champion of free speech “a bit 
rich”? Is he just a totalitarian book-banner?

In fact, no. Wilders made a speech in the 
Dutch Parliament about banning the Qur’an 
in September 2007. In it, Wilders outlines 
some of the incitement to violence that is 
contained in the Qur’an – here is part of his 
argument: 

Madam Speaker, I acknowledge that there 
are people who call themselves Muslims 
and who respect our laws. My party, the 
Freedom Party, has nothing against such 
people, of course.

However, the Koran does have something 
against them. For it is stated in the Koran in 
Sura 2, verse 85, that those believers who do 
not believe in everything the Koran states 
will be humiliated and receive the severest 
punishment; which means that they will 
roast in Hell. In other words, people who 
call themselves Muslims but who do not 

Gazans tell us how Hamas used them as human shields
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Hamas’s tactics of using civilians as 
human shields and of exploiting public 

institutions and ambulances for military 
purposes were exposed several times during 
and after Operation Cast Lead.

The Palestinian and Arab media’s 
conspiracy of silence resulted in the facts 
being revealed by Western correspondents 
who entered the Gaza Strip and talked to 
local residents. The Palestinian media in the 
Gaza Strip and the Arab media in general 
made almost no reference to the basic 
issue. The following are the main points 
of three articles that appeared in Western 
newspapers:

1) A correspondent for Australia ‘s 
Sydney Morning Herald interviewed a 
Gazan ambulance driver, who described 
how Hamas operatives tried to force him to 
use his ambulance to evacuate them from a 
battle zone.

2) A correspondent for the New York 
Times quoted a source close to Hamas, who 
described rocket fire from proximity to 
residential buildings and in alleys.

2) A correspondent for Italy ‘s Corriere 
della Sera talked to Gazans about rocket fire 
from the roofs of private houses and about 
Hamas operatives who sought shelter in a 
hospital.

In an article that appeared on January 
26, the paper’s correspondent in the Gaza 
Strip, interviewed Muhammad Shriteh, an 
ambulance driver who evacuated wounded 
Palestinians from the battle zones.

Muhammad Shriteh said that during 
most of Operation Cast Lead he would 
“co-ordinate with the Israelis before we pick 
up patients… so they would not shoot at 
us.” He said that the more immediate threat 
was from Hamas, who would “ would lure 
the ambulances into the heart of a battle to 
transport fighters to safety.”

He also said that one night, after the first 
week of fighting, “there was a call for a 

house in Jabaliya.”
Because of the urgency of the call, he said, 

there was no time to arrange his movements 
with the IDF. Nevertheless, he knew the 
Israelis were watching him because “I could 
see the red laser beam on the ambulance and 
on me.”

Shriteh said that when he entered the 
house in Jabaliya he saw three Hamas 
operatives who had taken cover inside, and 
that half of the building had already been 
destroyed. “They were very scared, and 
very nervous,” he said. “They dropped their 
weapons and ordered me to get them out, to 
put them in the ambulance and take them 
away.” He refused because, he said, he knew 
that if the IDF saw him, he would not be 
able to pick up any more wounded people. 
One of the Hamas operatives, he said, put a 
gun to his head but he still refused, and then 
they allowed him to leave.

He added that during Operation Cast Lead, 
Hamas operatives made several attempts to 
hijack the Al-Quds Hospital’s [located in 
the Tel al-Hawa neighborhood in Gaza City] 
fleet of ambulances. He also said “You hear 
when they are coming. People ring to tell 
you. So we had to get in all the ambulances 
and make the illusion of an emergency and 
only come back when they had gone.”

In the past, Hamas and the other terrorist 
organizations used the tactic of exploiting 
ambulances for military purposes. For 

example, on May 24, 2004, Israel ‘s Channel 
10 TV broadcast videotape photographed 
by Reuters. It showed two ambulances 
arriving at the site of an exchange of fire 
between the IDF and terrorist operatives 
during an IDF action in the Gaza Strip. 
One of the ambulances can clearly be seen 
as marked with a red cross and “UN,” 
and as flying a UN flag. The ambulances, 
which belonged to UNRWA, evacuated two 
terrorist operatives wearing uniforms and 
accompanying a wounded operative, who 
was armed and also in uniform. Two other 
armed operatives (one masked), apparently 
unconnected to the wounded man, could also 
be seen getting into ambulance after them, 
using it to escape.

Ambulances and vehicles belonging to 
international organizations are used during 
fighting to evade being examined and 
to exploit the freedom of movement the 
IDF gives such vehicles. Armed Hamas 
operatives use them to leave battle zones, 
moving to wherever the wounded are taken. 
In addition, during Operation Cast Lead, 
terrorists hid in hospitals and operated 
from within them, correctly assuming that 
the Israeli security forces would not enter 
medical institutions and would abstain from 
attacking hospitals.

On January 18, immediately after Israel 
announced it was holding its fire, the New 
York Times published an article entitled 

“Parsing Gains of the Gaza War.” It quoted an 
anonymous source close to Hamas who said 
that this time, Hamas had fought differently 
from the past. He said that “this time it was 
different. They have more experience and 
they have training from Syria and Iran. They 
helped them rethink their strategy.”

The man quoted said that Hamas had 
changed its tactics: “They fired rockets in 
between the houses and covered the alleys 
with sheets so they could set the rockets up 
in five minutes without the planes seeing 
them. The moment they fired, they escaped.”

On January 22 the Italian daily Corriere 
della Sera published an article by Lorenzo 
Cremonesi whose headline and subhead 
read “The boys of Hamas used us like 
targets” and “Gazan residents accuse the 
Islamic militants: they prevented us from 
leaving the house and shot from there 
[inside the houses].” (“ Così i ragazzini di 
Hamas ci hanno utilizzato come bersagli ,” 
and “ Abitanti di Gaza accusano i militanti 
islamici: ‘Ci impedivano di lasciare le case 
e da lì sparavano.’” ) A Gazan woman was 
interviewed and said that Israeli bombs had 
struck practically all of the tallest buildings 
in Gaza, and that they had rocket launchers 
on the roof or else were being used by 
Hamas as observation points. She also said 
that they even set some up close to the large 
UN depot that later went up in flames. In 
addition, according to the article, when the 
Gazans barricaded themselves inside their 
houses to keep Hamas operatives out, the 
operatives would use force to beat down the 
doors and windows.

A Palestinian living close to the Al-Quds 
hospital said that during the operation, 
the militiamen sought shelter in the 
administration buildings, and that they used 
the ambulances and forced the drivers and 
nurses to take off their uniforms with their 
paramedic badges so that they would not be 
targeted by Israel snipers.

Dutch Parliamentarian Geert Wilders has 
been hailed worldwide as a hero of free 

speech after Dutch authorities announced 
that they were going to prosecute him for 
insulting Islam and Muslims. However, not 
everyone sees him as a hero. Ian Buruma 
said it in the New York Times: 

Whether Mr. Wilders has deliberately 
insulted Muslim people is for the judges to 
decide. But for a man who calls for a ban 
on the Koran to act as the champion of free 
speech is a bit rich.

It’s worth considering. Is supporting 
Wilders as a champion of free speech “a bit 
rich”? Is he just a totalitarian book-banner?

In fact, no. Wilders made a speech in the 
Dutch Parliament about banning the Qur’an 
in September 2007. In it, Wilders outlines 
some of the incitement to violence that is 
contained in the Qur’an – here is part of his 
argument: 

Madam Speaker, I acknowledge that there 
are people who call themselves Muslims 
and who respect our laws. My party, the 
Freedom Party, has nothing against such 
people, of course.

However, the Koran does have something 
against them. For it is stated in the Koran in 
Sura 2, verse 85, that those believers who do 
not believe in everything the Koran states 
will be humiliated and receive the severest 
punishment; which means that they will 
roast in Hell. In other words, people who 
call themselves Muslims but who do not 

believe, for example, in Sura 9, verse 30 
[actually 9:29], which states that Jews and 
Christians must be fought, or, for example, 
in Sura 5, verse 38, which states that the 
hand of a thief must be cut off, such people 
will be humiliated and roast in Hell. Note 
that it is not me who is making this up. All 
this can be found in the Koran. The Koran 
also states that Muslims who believe in only 
part of the Koran are in fact apostates, and 
we know what has to happen to apostates. 
They have to be killed.

Then he goes on to call for consistency in 
the application of Dutch laws that restrict 
speech that incites to violence, but which 
have never been applied to the Qur’an or 
to the hate-filled imams who preach jihad 
and Islamic supremacism in obedience to 
Qur’anic dictates: 

Madam Speaker, the Koran is a book that 
incites to violence. I remind the House that 
the distribution of such texts is unlawful 
according to Article 132 of our Penal Code. In 
addition, the Koran incites to hatred and calls 
for murder and mayhem. The distribution 
of such texts is made punishable by Article 
137(e). The Koran is therefore a highly 
dangerous book; a book which is completely 
against our legal order and our democratic 
institutions. In this light, it is an absolute 
necessity that the Koran be banned for the 
defense and reinforcement of our civilization 
and our constitutional state. I shall propose a 
second-reading motion to that effect.

In calling the Qur’an hate speech with 
reference to the Dutch Penal Code, Wilders 
is simply asking for consistent application 
of the Dutch law. As Andrew Bostom 
points out, this call for consistency from 
Wilders recalls the Calcutta Quran Petition 
of the 1980s: “Wilders, like his Hindu 
predecessors, was fed up with Muslim abuse 
of similar Indian laws...and simply saying if 
one bans hate speech, in accord with existing 
Dutch Law, then the Koran is hate speech.”

At the same time, however, Wilders wants 
restrictions on speech removed. According 
to a report by Adriana Stuijt in Digital 
Journal:

This ban also is ironic: only a week 
earlier, Wilders spoke up strongly in favour 
of widening freedom of speech laws in 
Europe, writing in the Danish newspaper 
Jyllands-Posten. He reacted to his possible 
participation in a Danish congress about 
Islam and freedom of speech. He would 
if invited, he said, “plead for a nearly 100 
percent total freedom of speech. Everything 
should be possible except to issue calls for 
violence. All the EU laws against blasphemy 
should be scrapped as soon as possible,”  
he said….

“Everything should be possible except to 
issue calls for violence.” Of course, that is 
the key difference between what Wilders is 
being prosecuted for and the Qur’an. The 
Qur’an issues calls to violence – you can 
find long lists of relevant verses here and 

here. Wilders, by contrast, has issued no calls 
for violence at all, but merely pointed out 
the calls for violence in the Qur’an and from 
Muslim preachers. The Dutch authorities 
have chosen to prosecute him. They have 
chosen not to examine the contents of the 
Qur’an or the beliefs of those who consider 
it to be the eternal word of Allah, applicable 
for all time and in all places. It is thus the 
Dutch authorities, not Wilders, who are 
being inconsistent.

I myself don’t support “hate speech” laws 
or the banning of any book. While there is no 
justification for speech that is genuinely and 
legitimately hateful – racial slurs, etc., “hate 
speech” laws are simply tools in the hands of 
those who are entrusted with deciding what 
constitutes “hate speech” in the first place: the 
powerful can all too easily use them to label 
their opposition “hateful” and thereby silence 
dissent. But as long as The Netherlands 
has such laws, Dutch authorities should not 
apply them selectively, and Wilders is not 
self-contradictory in standing up for the 
freedom of speech while calling for these laws 
to be applied consistently, not in a self-serving 
and politically manipulative manner.

(Robert Spencer is a scholar of Islamic history, 
theology, and law and the director of Jihad Watch. 
He is the author of eight books, including the New 
York Times Bestsellers The Politically Incorrect Guide 
to Islam (and the Crusades) and The Truth About 
Muhammad. His new book, Stealth Jihad: How Radical 
Islam is Subverting America without Guns or Bombs, is 
available now from Regnery Publishing)

Gazans tell us how Hamas used them as human shields

Friends or Foe of Free Speech

By Intelligence and Terrorism Information Center
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By Esther Wachsman

His name was Nachshon Wachsman
A mother, who mobilized the world to save her son – an Israeli soldier kidnapped by Hamas 
terrorists tells the story of one fateful week in the history of Israel.

My name is Esther Wachsman. I was born in a DP camp 
in Germany in 1947 to parents who had survived 

the ovens of Nazi Germany, in which their entire families 
had perished. We ñ my parents, my sister (who had been 
hidden by a Catholic family during the war) and I ñ sailed 
to America in 1950. I grew up as a child of survivors, and 
became a true JAP (Jewish American Princess). But the 
cloud of depression, of a deep sadness and melancholy, hung 
over our home.

In typical “Second Generation Syndrome” experience, I 
was my parents’ sole reason for existence. Their hope, their 
future, all their expectations were wrapped up in me. I knew 
without their ever having said anything that I had to be the 
smartest, the prettiest, the most popular, the most obedient 
and best of all children.

That was a tough burden for a little girl, a young lady, and 
later a wife and mother, to have to carry. I, too, demanded 
excellence and perfection of myself, and later of my 
children.

In 1969 I immigrated to Israel, made aliya to Jerusalem, 
where I attended the Hebrew University to go for my 
Master’s Degree in history, specializing in the Holocaust. 
My parents were Zionists, and their sole remaining relatives 
lived in Israel. I came to study with their blessing, though 
when I met my future husband and knew that only here in 
Jerusalem did I wish to raise my family, I’m not sure they 
were too thrilled.

But I had caught the bug. I was going to be part of the 
history of our old/new homeland, and I would raise proud, 
independent, believing Jewish children in their homeland 
after 2,000 years of exile. I could no longer pray for the 
“Return to Zion” and the “Building of Jerusalem” when I 
knew I was a plane ticket away from fulfilling those prayers.

And so I was married to Yehuda in 1970 and we had 
seven sons between 1971 and 1986. Our sons were raised 
on a three-fold love ñ of their people, their land, and their 
heritage, the Torah. Our lives were complete, my dreams 
fulfilled, and I felt privileged to be able to live my life 
and raise my children in this, our sacred city, in this, our 
God-given land.

I taught English at the Hebrew University High School 
for 28 years, my children grew up, attended yeshivot, and 
in time served their country, proudly wearing the uniform 
of the Jewish army. How proud I was, the Jewish immigrant 
from Brooklyn, mother of soldiers of Israel!

My two oldest sons who were named after ancestors, 
grandparents, who had perished in the Holocaust, served in 
the Golani Brigade. When the time came for my third son 
to be drafted, he wanted to outdo his two older brothers 
and volunteered for an elite commando unit of Golani. His 
brothers mocked him, for he was shorter and slighter than 
the big staffing soldiers in that unit, but he persevered and 
became a soldier in the Orev Golani, and was the pride of 
his brothers, of his entire family.

Nachshon, our third son, was not named after any 
ancestors. We chose his name because he was born on the 
last day of Passover, just after the Torah portion about the 
Jews crossing the Red Sea, which God promised would turn 
into dry land, was read. Nachson, the son of Aminadav, the 
head of the tribe of Yehuda, was the first to jump into the 
water, thereby expressing complete faith and belief in God 
and this promise that the water would turn into dry land, and 
all of the Children of Israel followed him. 

It was also at this time of the year, in Passover of 1948, 
that Operation Nachshon took place ñ the operation that 
opened the road to Jerusalem. We felt that that name 
incorporated all of our ideas, faith and belief in God and 
love of our people and our land.

Nachshon did us proud, as did all our sons and, thank 
God, lived up to his name.

After having served in the army for a little over a year, 
with two stints in Lebanon, Nachshon came home on 
a week’s leave, Friday, October 7, 1994 just before the 
Sabbath. On Saturday night, he got a call from the army 
informing him that the following day, Sunday, he was to 
attend a course up north, where he and another soldier from 

his unit would learn to operate a special military vehicle and 
in a one-day-course receive a license.

Nachshon found this offer very prestigious, and got 
a ride with a friend to take the course up north. He left us 
late Saturday night and told us he would be back home the 
following night.

Nachshon did not come home on Sunday night. Perhaps 
because of my background with over-protective parents, I 
felt that I must know where my children are, when to expect 
them home, and they always notified me of any delay or 
change of plan.

When by midnight Nachshon did not call or arrive home, 
I feared the worst. We notified the military authorities, we 
traced his movements, we spoke to his army friends. We 
discovered from one of them that he had been dropped off 
after completing the course at the Bnai Atarot junction ñ one 
of the most populated areas in the center of Israel ñ where 
he could either catch a bus or hitchhike (as all soldiers do) to 

Jerusalem. This friend was the last one to have seen him.
On Monday we sent search parties to the area where 

he had last been seen. At this point the army was still 
unconcerned and more or less making inquiries at hotels and 
resorts in Eilat to see if he had just taken off. The fact that 
I told them that such a thing was simply out of the question 
in my family just seemed to amuse them as the attitude of a 
typical Jewish mother. To me, on Monday, my child was dead.

On Tuesday, we were contacted by Israeli Television, who 
told us that they had received a video tape from a Reuters 

photographer showing my son being held hostage by Hamas 
terrorists. They said they were coming directly to our home 
to show us the video before broadcasting it to the entire 
nation, and the world.

On that video tape, Nachshon was seen, bound hand and 
foot, with a terrorist whose face was covered with a kaffiya, 
holding up Nachshon’s identity card. The terrorist recited his 
home address, identity number, and then Nachshon spoke at 
gunpoint. He said that he had been kidnapped by the Hamas, 
who were demanding the release of their spiritual leader, 
Achmed Yassin, from an Israeli prison, as well as the release 
of 200 other imprisoned Hamas terrorists. If these demands 
were not met, he would be executed on Friday at 8:00 PM.

At that time I did not have the “luxury” of breaking down. 
We were all mobilized for the next four days, 24 hours a 
day, to do everything in our power to save our son’s life. 
We spoke to Prime Minister Rabin, who informed us that 
he would not negotiate with terrorists, nor would he yield to 
blackmail. We announced Nachshon’s American citizenship, 
and President Clinton intervened. Both Warren Christopher, 
who was in the area, and the U.S. consul in Jerusalem, Ed 
Abbington, went to Gaza ñ where it was believed Nachshon 
was being held ñ and brought us messages from Arafat.

Arafat, indeed, called our home and told us that he would 
leave no stone unturned to locate our son and return him to 
us safe and sound.

We appealed to world leaders everywhere and to Moslem 
religious leaders, all of whom stated unequivocally on the 
media that they must not harm our son.

And we appealed to our brethren -- to the Jewish people 
throughout the world -- and asked them to pray for our son. 
The Chief Rabbi of Israel delegated three chapters of Psalms 
to be said every day, and people everywhere, including 
schoolchildren who had never prayed before, did so for the 
sake of one precious Jewish soul.

I asked women throughout the world to light an extra 
Sabbath candle for my son. From about 30,000 letters that 
poured into our home, I learned of thousands of women who 
had never lit Sabbath candles, who did so for the sake of our 
son, who had become a symbol of everyone’s son, brother, 
friend.

On Thursday night, 24 hours before the ultimatum, a 
prayer vigil was held at the Western Wall and, at the same 

Continued on page 9

A blessed memory of Nachshon Wachsman
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hour, prayer vigils were held throughout the world in 
synagogues, schools, community centers, street squares 
... and, yes, churches throughout the world. People of 
good faith everywhere hoped and pleaded and prayed for 
Nachshon.

At the Western Wall 100,000 people arrived, with almost 
no notice ñ Chassidim in black frock coats and long side 
curls swayed and prayed and cried, side by side with young 
boys in torn jeans and ponytails and earrings. There was 
total unity and solidarity of purpose among us, religious and 
secular, left wing and right wing, Sephardi and Ashkenazi, 
old and young, rich and poor ñ an occurrence unprecedented 
in our sadly fragmented society.

On Friday night we ushered in the Sabbath, and I spoke 
to my son on the media and begged him to be strong, for 
all our people were with him. We sat rooted to our Sabbath 
table; my eyes were glued to the door, expecting Nachshon 
to walk in at any moment.

We were not aware of the fact that Israeli Intelligence had 
captured the driver of the car that picked Nachshon up, that 
he had told our intelligence that the terrorists had all worn 
kippot, skull caps, that there were a Bible and Siddur on the 
dashboard, and Chassidic music playing on the tape deck, 
and an unsuspecting soldier got into the car.

We were not aware that they had discovered from their 
informant that Nachshon was being held in a village called 
Bir Nabbalah, under Israeli rule, located about 10 minutes 
from our home in Ramot. We were not aware that Prime 
Minister Rabin had made a decision to launch a military 
action to attempt to rescue our son.

At the hour of the ultimatum, 8:00 PM Friday night, 
General Yoram Yair, not Nachshon, walked through our 
door and brought us the terrible news. The military rescue 
attempt had failed -- Nachshon had been killed and so had 
the commander of the rescue team, Captain Nir Poraz.

At the same time people had all returned to their 
synagogues, after their Sabbath meal, to recite Psalms for 
Nachshon’s rescue, including our sons. We called them 
home and together we all sat frozen, unbelieving, shocked 
and devastated for the rest of the Sabbath.

On Saturday night at midnight we buried our son.
That same microcosm of our people who had come to pray 

for Nachshon rescue at the Western Wall came to Mount 
Herzl at midnight Saturday night to attend Nachshon’s 
funeral; many never set foot at a military cemetery.

My husband asked Nachshon’s Rosh Yeshiva, Rabbi 
Mordechai Elon, who gave the eulogy, to please tell all 
our people that God did listen to our prayers and that He 
collected all our tears.

My husband’s greatest concern when burying his son was 
that there would be a crisis in faith. And so he asked Rabbi 
Elon to tell everyone that just as a father would always like 
to say “yes” to all of his children’s requests, sometimes he 
had to say “no” though the child might not understand why. 
So our Father in Heaven heard our prayers, and though we 
don’t understand why, His answer was “no.”

The entire nation mourned with us. Thousands came to 
comfort us, though no one can comfort a bereaved parent. 
Israeli radio began each morning’s broadcasts with the 
words “Good morning Israel, we are all with the Wachsman 
family.” Food and drink were delivered non-stop to our 
home; bus and taxi drivers who brought people from all over 
the country who wished to express their condolences, left 
their vehicles and joined their passengers in our home. That 
unity, solidarity, caring, compassion, and love with which 
we were showered gave us strength and filled our hearts 
with love for our people.

After the Shiva, we all returned to our routines. Our son 
who had just gotten out of the army attended the Hebrew 
University, another went back to the army, two others 
returned to yeshiva, and the two youngest, twins who had 
just turned eight on the day of the funeral, went back to 
school.

For that is what the Jewish people have always done – 
rebuilt after destruction, began new lives from the ashes and 
blood of the old.

I had a new respect for my parents, who had lost everyone 
and relocated to a strange land, a foreign tongue, and built 
a new family, a new life. I was in my own country, my own 
homeland; my son died wearing his country’s uniform, and, 
God willing, my other sons will serve their country proudly 
as well.

For, among my people I dwell, and that for me is still a 
privilege and a blessing. My three-fold love of my people, 
my land, and my Torah has never wavered.

Continued from page 8

On Twisted Highways To “Palestine”
President Barack Obama has already placed the Middle 

East at the very top of his foreign policy agenda. 
There is nothing inherently wrong with this ordering; 
quite the contrary. The problem, however, is that the new 
administration’s ambitious negotiations remain structured 
upon altogether erroneous assumptions. In this connection, 
the gravest continuing misrepresentation of all is that there 
are Arab lands under an Israeli “occupation.”

 Today, as always, words matter. Over the years, a 
notably durable Arab patience in building “Palestine” 
upon whole mountains of Jewish corpses has drawn 
directly upon a prior linguistic victory.  Yet, the still 
generally unchallenged language referring provocatively 
to an Israeli “occupation” always overlooks the pertinent 
and logically incontestable history of West Bank (Judea/
Samaria) and Gaza.

 Perhaps the most evident omission still concerns the 
precise and unwitting manner in which these “Territories” 
fell into Israel’s hands in the first place. Here it is - simply 
and widely disregarded - that “occupation” followed the 
multistate Arab state aggression of 1967. This aggression, 
of course, was never disguised by Egypt, Syria or Jordan.

 A sovereign state of Palestine did not exist before 
1967 or 1948.  Nor was a state of Palestine ever promised  
by UN Security Council Resolution 242.  Contrary to 
popular understanding, a state of Palestine has never 
existed. Never.

 Even as a nonstate legal entity, “Palestine” ceased to 
exist in 1948, when Great Britain relinquished its League 
of Nations mandate.  During the 1948-49 Israeli War of 
Independence (a war of survival fought because the entire 
Arab world had rejected the authoritative United Nations 
resolution creating a Jewish State), West Bank and Gaza 
came under flagrantly illegal control of Jordan and Egypt 
respectively. These Arab conquests did not put an end to 
an already-existing state or to an ongoing trust territory.  
What these aggressions did accomplish was the effective 
prevention, sui generis, of a state of “Palestine.” 

Let us return to an earlier history.  From the Biblical 
Period (ca. 1350 BCE to 586 BCE) to the British Mandate 
(1918 - 1948), the land - named by the Romans after the 
ancient Philistines - was controlled only by non-Palestinian 
elements.  Significantly, however, a continuous chain of 
Jewish possession of the land was legally recognized after 
World War I, at the San Remo Peace Conference of April 
1920.  There, a binding treaty was signed in which Great 
Britain was given mandatory authority over “Palestine” 
(the area had been ruled by the Ottoman Turks since 1516) 
to prepare it to become the “national home for the Jewish 
People.”  Palestine, according to the Treaty, comprised 
territories encompassing what are now the states of Jordan 
and Israel, including West Bank and Gaza.  Present day 
Israel comprises only twenty-two percent of Palestine as 
defined and ratified at the San Remo Peace Conference.

 In 1922, Great Britain unilaterally -and without 
any lawful authority - split off 78 percent of the lands 
promised to the Jews  - all of Palestine east of the Jordan 
River - and gave it to Abdullah, the non-Palestinian son of 
the Sharif of Mecca.  Eastern Palestine now took the name 
“Transjordan,’ which it retained until April 1949, when it 
was renamed as Jordan.  From the moment of its creation, 
Transjordan was closed to all Jewish migration and 
settlement - a clear betrayal of the British promise in the 
Balfour Declaration of 1917, and a patent contravention 
of its Mandatory obligations under international law.  
On July 20, 1951, a “Palestinian” Arab assassinated 
King Abdullah for the latter’s hostility to Palestinian 
aspirations and concerns. Regarding these aspirations, 
Jordan’s “moderate” King Hussein - 19 years later, 
during September 1970 - brutally murdered thousands of 
defenseless Palestinians under his jurisdiction.

 In 1947, several years prior to Abdullah’s killing, the 
newly formed United Nations, rather than designate the 
entire land west of the Jordan River as the long-promised 
Jewish national homeland, enacted a second partition. 
Curiously, because this second fission again gave complete 
advantage to Arab interests, Jewish leaders accepted the 
painful judgment. As readers of The Jewish Press already 
know all too well, the Arab states did not accept it.  On 
May 15, 1948, exactly 24 hours after the State of Israel 
came into existence, Azzam Pasha, Secretary General of 

the Arab League, declared to a tiny new country founded 
upon the ashes of the Holocaust:  “This will be a war of 
extermination and a momentous massacre.” 

 This unambiguous declaration of genocide has been at 
the core of all subsequent Arab orientations toward Israel, 
including those of “moderate” Fatah. Even by the strict 
legal standards of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Arab actions and 
attitudes toward the microscopic Jewish state in their midst 
has remained patently annihilatory. For some reason, this 
persistence has repeatedly been made to appear benign.
But President Obama and Senator Mitchell now have 
a clear obligation to look behind these propagandistic 
appearances.

 In 1967, almost 20 years after Israel’s entry into the 
community of states, the Jewish state, as a result of its 
unexpected military victory over Arab aggressor states, 
gained unintended control over West Bank and Gaza.  
Although the inadmissibility of the acquisition of territory 
by war is properly codified in the UN Charter, there 
existed no authoritative sovereign to whom the Territories 
could be “returned.”  Israel could hardly have been 
expected to transfer them back to Jordan and Egypt, which 
had exercised unauthorized and terribly cruel control since 
the Arab-initiated war of “extermination” in 1948-49.  
Moreover, the idea of Palestinian “self-determination” 
had only just begun to emerge after the Six Day War, 
and - significantly - had not even been included in UN 
Security Council Resolution 242, which was adopted on  
November 22, 1967.

 For their part, the Arab states convened a summit in 
Khartoum in August 1967, concluding:  “No peace with 
Israel, no recognition of Israel, no negotiations with it....” 
The Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) was formed 
three years earlier, in 1964, before there were any “Israeli 
Occupied Territories.” Exactly what was it, therefore, 
that the PLO sought to “liberate” between 1964 and 
1967? This critical question should now be considered 
by Barack Obama’s special envoy to the region, Senator  
George Mitchell.

 This has been a very brief account of essential historic 
reasons why the so-called “Palestinian Territories” 
are not occupied by Israel.  Several other equally 
valid reasons stem from Israel’s intrinsic legal right to 
security and self-defense.  As I have said so often in this 
column, international law is not a suicide pact. Because 
a Palestinian state would severely threaten the very 
existence of Israel - a fact that remains altogether unhidden 
even in Arab media and governments - the Jewish State 
is under no binding obligation to end a falsely alleged 
“occupation.” No state, not even a Jewish one, can ever be 
required to accept complicity in its own dismemberment.

 No doubt, both President Obama and Senator Mitchell 
want to be fair and evenhanded in their developing plans 
for the Middle East. To meet this obligation, however, it 
is essential that they first build all pertinent negotiations 
upon a firm foundation of historical accuracy and ethical 
truth. This means, at a minimum, that the aspiring U.S. 
peacemakers familiarize themselves with correct history, 
and not simply allow themselves to be swallowed up with 
their many predecessors in ritualistic dogma and empty 
platitudes.

 (Louis Rene Beres (Ph.D., Princeton, 1971) is the author of many 
books and articles dealing with military affairs and international law. He 
is a Strategic and Military Affairs columnist for The Jewish Press)

By Louis Rene Beres

George Mitchell and Shimon Peres photo@Isranet
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Glance at the news today, surf the web, or chat with 
co-workers at the office, and it’s not unlikely you’ll 

hear Israel and the Jews blamed for the current economic 
meltdown, international political instability, and/or world 
war on terror. You might hear cries of an alleged Zionist 
conspiracy toward a so-called “Jew World Order.” Iranian 
President Ahmadinejad boasts of a final solution. He vows 
not only to annihilate the State of Israel, but also to wipe “all 
Jewish germs of corruption [meaning, all Jews] off the face of 
the earth.” Meanwhile, Israel’s most powerful and best friend, 
the United States, is now pursuing “change” that is likely to 
undermine her traditional support of the Jewish State.  

  In a world such as this, simmering with rancor against 
the Jewish people, why support Israel? The answer is simply 
this: Those who love and follow Yeshua (Jesus) are not of 
this world (John 17:6).

 It must be said at the outset that even on a strictly secular 
level, plenty of good, logically sound reasons exist to support 
Israel. The Jewish people have fostered advances in science, 
medicine, technology, philosophy, literature, the arts, and 
more that have raised the entire world’s collective standard 
of living. Though comprising barely a third of one percent 
of the world’s total population, twenty-three percent of  
Nobel Prize winners have been Jewish. Furthermore, Israel 
singularly stands as an on-the-ground, frontline deterrent to 
global terror and Islamofascism. And finally, according to 
standards of international law, the Jewish nation, like any 
other historically recognized and peace-loving people group, 
is entitled to live sovereignly in its ancestral homeland. In 
fact, after millennia of suffering at the hands of the nations, 
traditional standards of justice would demand it.

The demise of cultural moral clarity

Good logic and sound reason, however, do not necessarily 
prevail in matters pertaining to Israel in the 21st century. 
Good logic and sound reason are themselves byproducts of 
a cultural foundation rapidly eroding – that of moral clarity. 
Moral clarity, succinctly put, is the ability to distinguish 
right from wrong. That which is right derives from that 
which is true. But sadly, in these last days, the very existence 
of truth itself is hotly disputed. In such a world, we, God’s 
covenant people, must remember that “the fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom” or truth (Proverbs 9:10) and 
that Yeshua, the Word of God, is the Truth.

 Bible-based, Judeo-Christian values on which Western 
culture was founded are crumbling before our eyes.  Secular 
humanism, which presumes or pretends peace and prosperity 
may be had without God, is joining forces with age-old 
mammon (the ancient god of money) through the shaking 
of our economic system. Many are succumbing either to 
greed, or to its cousin – fear of poverty. As a result, the 
pursuit of truth and righteousness – the fear of the Lord 
that leads to wisdom – is more than sidelined; it is outright 
disdained. Falsehood and evil are no longer resisted. Instead, 
to a culture seeking peace and stability at any price, evil 
is appeased – if not altogether regarded as good. Pursuant 
to a policy of appeasement, the wrong for which God’s 
enemies stand is misperceived as right. Moral truth is first 
obscured, and then exchanged for an outright lie (Romans 
1:25). In such a context, darkness begins to cover the earth. 
Enter the spread of fascist Islam, venomously fueling both 
anti-Semitism and anti-Christianity.

 Despite the current state of affairs, it is time for the body 
of Messiah to take heart! Be encouraged; the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand. At such a time as this, God’s glory rises 
upon those who fear His name (Isaiah 60:1-3). Through 
the shiftings and shakings, He is judging His enemies, and 
promoting His faithful followers. For the King is setting the 
stage for revival. Amid darkness, consecrated believers will 
shine with His glorious light as never before.

 Why continue to support Israel? As global realities turn 
increasingly complex, our personal choices must stay 
anchored on God’s Word, the ultimate source of unchanging 
truth. Concerning our relationship to Israel, His immutable 
Word is that He blesses those who bless her, and curses 
those who curse her (Genesis 12:3). 

 The Scriptures not only restate this promise throughout, 

but also demonstrate how the principle is played out over and 
again. Recall just a few examples through the accounts of 
King Abimelech, Pharaoh, the Egyptian midwives, Balaam, 
the Moabites, Rahab, Ruth and Hamaan. The pattern persists 
down through post-biblical history, involving, among other 
nations, the Roman Empire, England, Spain, the former 
Soviet Union, and the United States.

The true blessing of Israel

In recent months, in response to the meltdown of the 
US economy, many earnest Christians have asked me a 
question. “I financially support Israel,” they say, “but my 
personal financial situation is getting worse and worse. If 
God promises to bless those who bless Israel, why am I not 
getting blessed?”

 Before responding to this question, I must say how 
deeply and sincerely I thank God for every believer who 
cares enough to share his or her resources with Israel. At 
the same time, I believe God is taking us to new levels. 
He is committed to sanctifying us throughout our lives, 
conforming us to the likeness of Messiah. For some of us 
grappling with the question above, if we’re downright 
honest, we might perhaps discover we’ve harbored, either 
consciously or unconsciously, some self-seeking motives for 
monetarily supporting Israel. Is it possible we’ve hoped to 
acquire for ourselves wealth by blessing Israel? Have some 
of us tried at times to fit Almighty God into a prosperity 
formula? 

 To be sure, these are difficult times economically, and 
God wants us asking Him – and ourselves – some tough 
questions. At the same time, He is testing our hearts, 
ultimately exalting Himself above all gods. By these testings 
He desires to expand vision and kingdom position so He 
can ultimately bless us with much more, not less, than we 
imagined. He is purifying His Church and refining our faith 
as gold. He is wanting to use us in a last days’ worldwide 
revival and harvest of souls. Therefore, He is maturing our 
understanding as to what His blessings are really all about. 
When He says He blesses those who bless Israel, He can be 
taken at His Word. But His blessing may come in a way and 
at a time far better than we ever expected.

 On the nature of blessing, the highly esteemed 20th 
century theologian Andrew Murray wrote, “The blessing 
God promises is not, and cannot be, any external thing apart 
from Himself. All that He has to give or can give is only 
more of Himself.” (Andrew Murray, Humility (Springdale, 
PA: Whittaker House, 1982), 28. The greatest blessing we 
can receive from God is more of Him – more righteousness, 
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. His greatest gift is His love 
(see 1 Corinthians 13:13). 

 God is love. To the extent you and I are stretched by 
grace beyond our human capacity to love, we are supremely 
blessed for eternity. We are conformed to the likeness of 
Yeshua. (Romans 8:29)  Without Christ-like love, our 
blessing of the Jewish people (or anyone else, for that 
matter) gains us nothing. “If I give all I possess to the poor 
and surrender my body to the flames [in martyrdom for 
Yeshua’s sake] but have not love, I gain nothing. ... Love 
never fails” (1 Corinthians 13:3,8).

 Learning to love like Yeshua is our supreme and ultimate 
destiny (Matthew 22:37-38). In this hour of history, God 
is summoning us all higher and deeper; He is calling us to 
bless Israel out of Messiah-like unconditional love. In the 
process, He is after more than outward conformity to His 
commands. He is after inner conformity to the holy heart 
of Yeshua. He is transforming us to more completely and 
unconditionally love and bless, not as a means to an end, but 
for love’s own sake. 

 Those who learn to love the Lord with all their heart, 
mind, soul and strength will know the grieving of His heart 
for the Jewish nation. They will share His ache and His 
longing for Israel, His firstborn son (see Jeremiah 31:9, 20) 
who has suffered much in straying from the Father. 

 Do you feel the burden of God’s heart? The Creator 
King carries “great sorrow and unceasing anguish” for 
the salvation of Israel (see Romans 9:2, 10:1). Those 
embracing Israel because they embrace the inner chambers 
of their Father’s heart do so to reap more than personal 
financial blessing. They cannot help but give their lives to 
the purposes of the One who gave Himself fully for them. 
Though they may indeed be very financially blessed, they 
support Israel simply because love compels them to do so. 

 Are you blessing Israel but feeling disappointed because 
you do not yet see a return on your investment? If so, I 
encourage you to remain faithful. Trust in His goodness. 
Your Father loves you and will provide for you. Whether 
you are blessing the Jewish people financially, or in prayer, 
or through practical helps, or any other means, His promise 
to you is certain. You will be rewarded not only in this life, 
but you are storing up for yourselves treasures in heaven 
(Matthew 6:19-20). 

Therefore, “Do not throw away your confidence; it will 
be richly rewarded. You need to persevere so that when you 
have done the will of God, you will receive what He has 
promised” (Hebrews 10:35-36). So be prepared; if you’re 
blessing Israel with God’s heart, you might receive a whole 
lot more than money!

  (Source: lightofzion@earthlink.net)
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It was the end of May, 1943, and Jewish 
Lvov was burning. Once home to 

Poland’s third largest Jewish community, 
Lvov’s 100,000 Jews numbered less than 
8,000. “They are killing the Jewish police! 
This is the end!” came a cry from the ghetto.

Huge buildings, entire blocks were on 
fire. Jews ran in all directions. Hundreds 
made a dash for the sewers, hoping to 
avoid detection by vicious German dogs 
and their inhuman masters. Jewish children 
were rounded up and tossed into awaiting 
trucks like sacks of raw potatoes. Watching 
helplessly at the fate of their children, some 
women threw themselves down from several 
stories high. Little Krystyna Chiger beheld 
all of this in fear and terror.

For months, a small group of Jews 
were preparing for this moment. Yaakov 
Berestycki understood the fate of Lvov’s 
already martyred Jews would soon be his 
own. Daily, he and a few others clawed away 
at a concrete floor with spoons and forks 
and small tools from the apartment of a Jew 
named Weiss to gain entry into the sewers.

Ignacy Chiger was their leader. Weeks 
before the ghetto’s destruction they broke 
through and lowered themselves into the 
sewers of Lvov. As they searched for a 
place that might be their ‘home,’ they were 
discovered by three Polish sewer workers.

The three Poles could have easily handed 
them over to the Nazis for a reward of badly 
needed food. With no options before them, 
Weiss and Chiger explained what they 
had done. A cherubic-looking Pole named 
Leopold Socha was amused. He followed 
the diggers and raised himself up through 
the floor of the ghetto apartment. He beheld 
a defiant Jewish mother, Paulina Chiger, 
clutching two children closely to her chest. 
Deeply moved by the frightened youngsters, 
he broke out in a magnificent smile.

Leopold Socha was not merely any 
sewer worker; he was Chief Supervisor 
of all of Lvov’s sewers. He knew the best 
places to hide and how to lead prowling 
German inspectors in a direction away from 
clandestine Jews.

For Krystyna, her brother Pavel and 
the rest, the escape into the sewers was a 
nightmare. Accompanied by screams and 
shrieking in a stone and lime chamber that 
trapped all sound, the Jews entered a world 
of cold darkness. The deafening sound of 
the river waters terrified Krystyna. Her 
subterranean world was inhabited by rats 
that made no secret of their presence, and 
she could not see where she was going.

Lvov’s labyrinth underground system was 
actually a complicated work of art, designed 
by early 20th century Italian engineers. As 
it wove its way beneath the city’s major 
landmarks and streets, the 20-foot wide 
Peltew River roared, charging mightily. 
It snatched all those who got too close, 
including Krystyna’s beloved Uncle Kuba.

Another Jew who descended that terrible 
day in May 1943 was a resourceful, spirited 
Jew named Mundek Margolies. His name 
was on several deportation lists. Each time 
he somehow managed to escape. While in 
the ghetto he grew fond of Klara Keller. 
Mundek convinced her to take a chance with 
life by coming with him into the sewers, 
leaving her sister, Mania, behind.

Socha promised Chiger that he would 
protect 20 Jews – for a price. The Chigers 
provided the lion’s share of the money, 
having stashed some cash and valuables 
away before the war. Socha brought 

whatever food he could each day, as well 
as news from a place called Earth. He 
gave them pages of newspapers and took 
their clothes home to clean each week. On 
Passover he provided potatoes.

Over time the 20 hidden Jews shrank to 
ten. Some died. After living under inhuman 
conditions for several months, some left 
out of sheer madness. A newborn baby was 
smothered by its mother to save the lives of 
the others who trembled at the sound of his 
pitiful cries.

This small group of Jews struggled to 
maintain some semblance of Jewish life 
in their underground hiding place. Yaakov 
Berestycki, a chassid, found a relatively 
clean place to put on tefillin each morning.

Paulina Chiger asked Socha if he could 
bring her some candles. She 
wished to bring light of Shabbat 
into the sewers. Socha loved 
those who loved God as much as 
he did and he was excited by the 
challenge. Every Friday, Socha 
was paid by Ignacy and Paulina 
later lit her candles.

Socha spoke to the children. 
He played with them and tried to 
raise the spirits of all ‘his’ Jews. 
He took Krystyna to a place 
where she could see light drifting 
into the sewers as she sat upon 
his shoulders.

Mundek Margolies made daring 
forays into the destroyed ghetto 
to bring anything left behind that 
would make the lives of his friends more 
bearable. He had resolved to marry Klara 
after the war. They eventually learned that 
Klara’s sister, Mania, was sent to Janowska 
concentration camp. Klara blamed herself 
for abandoning her.

In the hellish world of concentration camps 
Janowska was particularly horrific. People 
were left overnight to see how quickly 
they could freeze to death in icing vats of 
water. Each morning nooses were prepared 
in the large square. Jews were “invited” to 
“volunteer” to be hanged. Tragically, there 
was no shortage of daily volunteers. Despite 
all this, Mundek determined to sneak himself 
into Janowska to rescue Mania and other 
Jews he could convince to follow him into 
the sewers.

It was insane. It was impossible. But 
angels can fly. Mundek changed identities 
with a Jewish slave he spied out from a 
work detail on one of his courageous flights 

outside the sewer. He smuggled himself into 
Janowska with the work detail at evening.

A little over a day later he located Mania 
behind a fence. Mania told him she simply 
could not live in a sewer and wrote a note 
to Klara, begging that she not blame herself. 
She blessed Klara with life.

Mundek met other Jews, urging them to 
leave. They thanked him and blessed him. 
But they were weak and terrified. The angel 
returned to the sewers, alone.

After several months the Chigers’ money 
ran out. They met with Socha and he told 
them such an enormous risk required 
compensation; that Wrobleski and Kowalow, 
his two Polish friends, could not be expected 
to assist him otherwise. They wished each 
other goodbye and good luck.

The following day a familiar shuffling 
of footsteps was heard. It was Socha! He 
became so committed to preserving their 
lives he saw no alternative but to use his 
own money. But he was concerned that his 
buddies, upon learning that the money was 
his, would back out of the rescue. So he 
asked Chiger to pretend he had found extra 
money and that is was really Jewish money 
being paid to Wrobleski and Kowalow.

One day Socha revealed to the Jews his 
motive for rescue. He had been a convicted 
felon, spent considerable time in jail before 
the war. This mission was his way to show 
that he was a changed man and return to God.

Protective wings sheltered the hidden 
Jews. They survived discovery by a Pole 
who opened up a manhole cover and 
shouted: “It’s true! There are Jews in the 
sewers!” (Socha moved them to a safer 
location.) They survived the planting of 
mines only days before the Germans fled 

Lvov, as the Russian army neared. Socha and 
Kowalow shouted with all the authority men 
in overalls could muster before well-dressed 
German soldiers. They warned that gas 
pipes lay directly below the ground they 
were digging for the mines. The Germans 
would blow up the whole street, themselves 
included.

It was a lie. And it saved the subterranean 
Jews.

They survived the melting snows and 
heavy spring rains in the winter of 1944. 
The water filled their small basin and rose 
above their necks. Krystyna screamed to 
Yaakov, the chassid, “Pray, Yaakov! Pray 
to God to save us!” Yaakov prayed and the 
water receded. Sixty years later she said, “It 
was a miracle.”

The long awaited day of liberation came. 
In July 1944, after 14 months underground, 
Socha lifted the manhole cover, telling the 
Jews they were free! Like creatures from 
another planet, hunched over from a hideout 
with low ceilings, ten ragged, thin and filthy 
survivors found themselves surrounded by 
Poles who gaped in wonder: “Jews really 
did live in the sewers!” After months of 
darkness, their eyes were blinded by the 
sunshine. Everything seemed red, “bathed 
in the color of blood.” Socha brought them 
indoors, to dark rooms where their eyes 
could adjust to light.

Months after liberation, Socha and his 
daughter were riding their bicycles in the 
street. A truck came careening in the direction 
of Socha’s little girl. He steered quickly 
to knock her out of the way. Once again he 
saved a life – his daughter’s – but Socha was 
killed, his blood dripping into the sewer. ‘His’ 
Jews, dispersed around Poland and Europe, 
returned to pay their last respects.

Krystyna still cannot cry. In the 
sewer she learned to suffer quietly. 
Her body swallows her tears. She 
dreads the sound of rushing water 
and moments of darkness. But she 
is a healer – a medical professional 
with an office in New York and has 
raised a Jewish family. Her brother 
Pavel served in the IDF and also 
raised a new generation. Ignacy 
and Paulina lived out their lives 
in Israel where Paulina continued 
bringing the light of Shabbat into 
her home.

Yaakov moved to Paris where 
he, too, raised a Jewish family and 
lived a full life. All those in the 
sewer, but for Krystyna, have since 

passed to a world with angels on high.
Mundek and Klara married shortly 

after the war. After moving to London 
from Poland, they established together a 
flourishing kosher catering business, still run 
by the family. He danced in the very center 
at every celebration he catered, grabbing 
his clients by the hand and beaming a broad 
smile, for his Jewish world was revived. 
Every Jewish simcha was his simcha. The 
world of darkness he once knew was now 
filled with light.

(Rabbi Shmuel Burstein is the author of “The War 
Against God and His People,” by Targum Press. He 
is a Holocaust Studies educator and lecturer, and 
interviewed members of the families for this story. The 
British Government paid tribute to Leopold Socha in 
their permanent exhibition on the Holocaust, located in 
London’’s ‘’Imperial War Museum.’’ There, the manhole 
cover from Lvov, used by Socha, can be seen. A fuller 
account of this story can be found in “In the Sewers of 
Lvov,” by Robert Marshall. Krystyna Chiger’’s memoir, 
“The Girl in the Green Sweater: A Life in Holocaust’’s 
Shadow”)
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Hillary Clinton’s first visit since 
becoming secretary of state came at 

a time when many influential people in 
America and beyond are clamoring for the 
Obama administration to pressure Israel 
into making major concessions. Before she 
succumbs to those pressures, she might 
want to bear in mind the pain Israel suffered 
the last time it was forced to make such 
concessions — when Mrs. Clinton’s husband 
was president.

It is a pain that has many names and faces. 
One of them is Kinneret Chaya Boosany. 
At the very moment that Barack Obama 
was delivering his historic victory speech in 
Chicago’s Grant Park in the early hours of 
November 5, a small miracle was happening 
over 6,000 miles away in Israel when 
Kinneret gave birth to her first child.

Six years earlier, Kinneret, then a 
23-year-old part-time dancer and student 
of alternative medicine, was blown up as 
she worked as a waitress in a small coffee 
shop on Tel Aviv’s Allenby Street. (Like 
many young Israelis, she worked as a 
waitress to earn extra money. She was also 
exceptionally good-looking: Heads would 
turn wherever she went.)

Her injuries that night were so horrific that 
the doctors gave her only a 2 percent chance 
of survival. She remained in a coma for 
four months. When she awoke, she changed 
her name from Kinneret to Kinneret Chaya 
(meaning “Kinneret Lives” in Hebrew). In 
her own words, “Kinneret died that night in 
the flames, but Kinneret Chaya was born.”

She is just one of the thousands of Israelis 
— both Jews and Arabs — injured by 
Palestinian suicide bombers who were sent 
out on their deadly missions by either the 
Islamist Hamas movement or by the Fatah 
faction headed by “moderate” Palestinian 
Authority president Mahmoud Abbas and 
his predecessor, Yasser Arafat. The number 
of Israelis killed in buses and pizza parlors 
and shopping malls has been greatly reduced 
in recent years after the government built a 
security fence to make it harder for bombers 
to get through.

Today Kinneret has one fully operating 
lung, sees in only one eye, and hears in 
only one ear. Her skin still bears the scars 

of burns over 85 percent of her body. She 
spends many hours in a heavy pressure suit 
and face mask to prevent the scarring from 
getting worse, and she cannot go out in the 
day because the sun has become her enemy.

But Kinneret has struggled back to life, 
through countless operations and long 
sessions of physiotherapy, learning to accept 
her disfigured body and to smile in spite of 
her scarred face. And then in November, 
even though the doctors said she had only a 
very slim chance of a successful pregnancy, 
this beautiful former teenage ballerina, who 
got married at the start of last year, gave 
birth to a healthy baby girl.

This story is worth reflecting on as Hillary 
Clinton arrives here in Israel. Barely a day 
goes by without Jimmy Carter and assorted 
European politicians calling on Obama to 
coerce Israel into hastily withdrawing from 
more land no matter the security risks. The 
reigning Nobel Peace Prize laureate, for 
instance, former Finnish prime minister 
Martti Ahtisaari, went so far as to use the 
prize ceremony as a soapbox to urge Obama 
to make pressure on Israel the principal 
focus of his first year in office.

Like most Israelis, Kinneret Chaya — 
whom I saw again last week — desperately 
wants peace with the Palestinians. Indeed 

it is my experience of covering the region 
as a reporter for many years that no one 
wants the Palestinian-Israeli conflict to be 
peaceably resolved more than Israelis do.

But Israelis are also very aware of the 
dangers of naively handing over territory to 
terrorists, as was done during the presidency 
of Secretary of State Clinton’s husband, 
Bill Clinton, in the 1990s. The vote by 
Israelis in elections two weeks ago was 
not a vote against peace, as many Western 
commentators claim. It was a vote for 
realism and security.

Benjamin Netanyahu, Israel’s likely next 
prime minister, has been wrongly vilified as 
being against a two-state solution. In fact he 
is open to the creation of a Palestinian state, 
but only if it is one that will live in peace 
with Israel. And for this, Netanyahu argues, 
you can’t simply wave a magic wand at 
some fancy signing ceremony on the White 
House lawn and say “hey presto” — which 
is exactly what leftist politicians tried to do 
at the Oslo signing ceremony in 1993.

First the Palestinians need to do the hard 
work of building institutions that would 
allow such a state to succeed — a functioning 
economy, the rule of law, and so on. And 
Netanyahu is very willing to offer Israeli 
assistance in building such mechanisms.

Avigdor Lieberman, one of Netanyahu’s 
possible coalition partners, who has been 
misleadingly described as an extreme 
rightist by many journalists, has been even 
more explicit than Netanyahu in calling for 
a two-state solution, including the division 
of Jerusalem between Israel and a future 
Palestinian state.

Even Shimon Peres, Israel’s dovish 
president, now has second thoughts about 
unilateral Israeli concessions. Having long 
championed territorial withdrawals to attain 
peace, Peres last week acknowledged that it 
was a mistake for Israel to withdraw from 
Gaza in 2005 without first having a peaceful 
and democratic Palestinian party to hand 
that territory to.

Israel has always shown a willingness to 
make peace if a peace partner exists, as it did 
in the case of the late Anwar Sadat of Egypt 
and Jordan’s King Hussein. Israelis are still 
waiting for a Palestinian Anwar Sadat.

One of Netanyahu’s most difficult 
challenges during his first term as prime 
minister from 1996 to 1999 was coping 
with the Clinton administration, which 
berated him for his belief that peace must 
be built from the bottom up through the 
liberalization of Palestinian society, rather 
than from the top down by giving land to 
terrorists. The question is whether Barack 
Obama and Hillary Clinton have come round 
to Netanyahu’s way of thinking.

Kinneret Chaya is an exemplary and 
courageous figure. The international 
community owes it to her and the countless 
other terror victims to confront the 
basic realities of the Israel-Palestinian 
conflict. By all means pressure Israel into 
making concessions that do not threaten 
its security — into not expanding West 
Bank settlements, for instance. But Israeli 
concessions will never resolve the conflict 
by themselves. They will only work if there 
is corresponding pressure on the Palestinians 
to accept Israel’s existence as a Jewish 
state and to make aid to the Palestinians 
conditional on putting an end to their 
inciting for the destruction of Israel.

(Tom Gross is the former Jerusalem correspondent of 
the Sunday Telegraph. This article first appeared in the 
Wall Street Journal Europe.)

The newly appointed chairman of the Knesset’s Christian 
Allies Caucus, Israel Beiteinu MK David Rotem, hopes 

to broaden Israel’s connection with Christian supporters of 
Israel around the world.

The 60-year-old father of five, who has served as an 
active member of the cross-parliamentary caucus since he 
first entered the Knesset two years ago, replaces former MK 
Benny Elon, who is taking a break from politics.

“Relations on the basis of religious love can attain political 
support which we so need,” said Rotem who lives in the 
West Bank settlement of Efrat and who, like his predecessor, 
is religious.

The increasingly-influential parliamentary lobby has come 
to epitomize Israel’s newfound interest in garnering the 
support of the Christian world, especially from the largely 
pro-Israel evangelical Christian community, at a time when 
radical Islam is on the rise.

Established in January 2004 by the late Yuri Shtern amid 
the wave of Palestinian suicide bombings, the parliamentary 
lobby immediately took off.

Pro-Israel Christian pilgrims, particularly evangelicals, 
stood out in the then-empty streets of Jerusalem, their moral 
support conspicuous among the city’s hard-hit residents at 
a time when even many American Jews shied away from 
coming to Israel due to the repeated terror attacks.

The parliamentary lobby has formed “sister caucuses” 
with 14 parliaments around the world, and plans to double 
the number by next year.

Rotem said that he would like to work to fulfill the vision 
of the lobby’s founder, a party colleague, by expanding 
the work of the caucus beyond the evangelical Christian 
community.

“This is indeed part of Yuri’s vision that I will strive to 
fulfill,” he said, citing the recent expansion of ties with 

world parliaments as emblematic of this goal.
Over the last five years, the caucus’s work has been 

given the cold-shoulder by the mainstream American 
Jewish leadership, whose outlooks on social issues, such 
as abortion, the separation of church and state and school 
prayer, are 180 degrees apart from the Christian Right in 
America, with only their support for Israel unifying them.

Rotem brushed aside ongoing concerns among some 
Jews - especially in the haredi community - that forging 
connections with Christians encourages proselytizing, 
noting that the caucus’s guidelines bar any connection with 
missionary groups.

“Our is a relationship of mutual respect,” he said.
Rotem, who has served as deputy Speaker of the Knesset, 

was appointed to the position by Elon, who will remain 
connected to the Christian world as International Chairman 
of the US-based Israel Allies Caucus Foundation.

“Like the late Dr. Yuri Shtern and Rabbi Benny Elon, 
MK David Rotem possesses the vision and understanding 
needed to chair the Knesset Christian Allies Caucus,” caucus 
director Josh Reinstein said.

“His unique ability to lead and inspire coupled with his 
unflinching determination is exactly what the caucus needs 
if we are to continue to forge this new relationship between 
Jews and Christians in the 21st century.”

Concessions to Terror

Christian Allies Caucus seeks to broaden ties

By Tom Gross

By Etgar Lefkovitz

Rabbi Benny Elon

A suicide bombing in Carmel Market, Tel Aviv photo@Isranet
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It is difficult to imagine how European 
nations could find the will and the 

ways to counter the subversive forces 
they have invited upon themselves and 
allowed to flourish for more than three 
decades. The current phase of global jihad, 
already underway in the much vaunted 
decolonization process, coalesced with 
the seizure of power in Iran by Ayatollah 
Khomenei (who had been living as a 
pampered refugee in France). But the 
American reader should be wary of 
concluding that Europe is lost…and the 
United States is standing firm.

On the contrary, all of Western civilization 
is under fire. As promised during the 
campaign, Barack Hussein Obama is making 
a radical change in American policy. Not of 
course the glorious change his worshippers 
promised themselves, but a troubling shift 
toward dhimmitude. The newly elected 
president lost no time in pleading guilty 
as charged by Muslim authorities and 
promising to refrain from further rebellion in 
order to receive their benevolent indulgence.

Similar methods produce similar results. 
Jihad forces in Europe – and in the United 
States – used Israel’s Cast Lead operation in 
Gaza as a pretext to organize virulent, violent 
pro-Hamas demonstrations. Because Europe 
is further down the path to surrender, the 
enraged pro-Hamas mobs were more violent, 
destructive, and physically threatening here 
than in the United States. But in both cases 
they advanced their dominion. This should 
be recognized as authentic conquest of 
territory by enraged mobs bearing down on 
hapless victims in an ominous show of force 
and not, as claimed and widely accepted, 
citizen demonstrators exercising their right 
to free speech.

If you can carry signs equating the Magen 
David with the swastika, if you can scream 
“Jews to the ovens” in the face of Zionists 
in Ft. Lauderdale Florida, if you can storm 
into a synagogue in Caracas, Venezuela and 
terrorize the congregation, if you can bully 
the police in England, smash up the Place de 
l’Opéra in Paris, burn Israeli and American 
flags, shout Allahu Akbar without meeting 
resolute opposition, it means you can keep 
going and ultimately fulfill those murderous 
promises. Do American Jews understand 
what was acquired by these phony 
demonstrations that are really paramilitary 
operations? Wherever those enraged mobs 
set foot they transformed the streets into de 
facto waqf territory. 

Each successive crisis is an opportunity to 
ratchet up Jew hatred and the concomitant 
assault on Western civilization, achieving, 
step by step, tacit acceptance of the 
unspeakable. Here is how it works: first, the 
provocation.

Jihadist attacks – thousands of rockets 
launched against Israel, a few airplanes 
flown into the WTC, capture and beheading 
of hostages, roadside bombs, inhuman 
pizzeria bombers, nuclear weapons 
programs—finally provoke a riposte. 
Bingo! The Muslim wailing machine goes 
into action. It is immediately picked up by 
complicit Western media and transmitted, 
with a Good Journalism stamp of approval, 
to public opinion. Israel, the United States 
and anyone else who dares to fight back is 
accused of war crimes, peace crimes, and 
original sin. This justifies subsequent acts of 
subversion and aggression against the free 
world.

When the United States used its 
formidable military force and assumed its 

international responsibilities, European 
nations, with rare exceptions, exploited 
opposition to “the war in Iraq” to undermine 
the American superpower. This agitation 
was exploited in turn by jihad interests to 
advance the Islamization of Europe…and 
by ricochet to influence domestic politics in 
the United States as Obamamania surfed on 
the theme of repairing America’s battered 
image.

The European Union, with France in the 
lead, vaunting its diplomatic savoir faire, 
competes with the U.S. for influence in the 
Middle East, and always seems to pull in the 
Arab direction. French ceasefire diplomacy 
restrained Israel’s capacity to defeat Iranian 
proxies – Hizbullah in 2006, Hamas today.

The harsh criticism of Israel and the 
U.S. that underlies this self-righteous 
peacemaking fuels domestic pro-jihad 
protest marches that end in attacks against 
police and property, further undermining 
government authority in Europe and 
endangering local Jewish populations.

 All of this subversive activity is advanced 
by what I call “lethal narratives.” These are 
stories of what is happening generated by 
global jihad and relayed by Western media 
and officialdom. Unlike propaganda, which 
is used in conjunction with military activity 
aimed at defeating an enemy in battle, 
lethal narratives are used in lieu of military 
action. Promotion of enemy propaganda 
in past conflicts was limited to a small 
minority of traitors and fellow travelers; 
today, lethal narratives are swallowed by 
all but a minority of résistants, who are 
marginalized, labeled extremists, persecuted 
and prosecuted. Muslim Brotherhood 
sympathizers who stormed through European 
cities screaming “death to Israel, death to the 
Jews” go scot free but Dutch politician Geert 
Wilders is prosecuted for “hate speech” 

for showing the connection between these 
same declarations, from Qur’anic verses to 
contemporary sermons, and murderous acts 
such as 9/11.

The lethal narrative, a tissue of lies 
made credible by a superficial journalistic 
veneer, becomes the accepted version of 
what is happening. G.W. Bush lied about 
Saddam’s WMDs, the neocons wanted a war 
in Iraq, torture at Guantanamo, hundreds 
of thousands of civilian casualties, an 
unbeatable insurgency, the war spawned 
a thousand terrorists for every one that 
was killed, etc. Another tissue of lies was 
issued during the Cast Lead operation: the 
homemade rockets were harmless; Gaza 
is an open prison; the Gaza population 
suffered a humanitarian crisis, no food, 
water, electricity, medicine; Israel engaged 
in intentional massacre of civilians, bombing 
mosques, UN schools, babes in arms and, the 
last straw, deliberately killed the daughters 
of the good-hearted doctor who practices in 
both Gaza and Tel Aviv.

 In less than a decade life has become 
problematic for European Jews. It started 
with the al Dura blood libel on September 
30, 2000 and has steadily worsened since. 
During periods of relative calm, we tell 
ourselves that the nightmare is over. When 
the tension exacerbates, as happened during 
the Gaza operation, it becomes obvious that 
we have no future anywhere in Europe—and 
Europe has no future anyway!

France, with the largest Muslim and 
Jewish populations and the greatest 
diplomatic ambition, is emblematic of the 
Western European condition. The Sarkozy 
government is sincerely troubled by the 
upsurge of anti-Semitism – approximately 
150 incidents reported since the start of Cast 
Lead. The president promises to put an end 
to this unacceptable behavior but declares, 
in the next breath, that “Islamophobia” will 
be punished as severely as anti-Semitism, 
falsely implying that Jews are attacking 
Muslims, and effectively blocking an honest 
investigation of the Islamic sources of 
Jew hatred on another level, the “Obama 
effect” works against Jews in France and 
more generally in Europe. Thrilled by the 
multicultural chic of a black president in 
the powerful U.S., Europeans vow to give 
more than equal opportunity to their own 
“visible minorities” in the hopes of getting 
themselves a YesWeCan president in the 
near future. Unfortunately, the integration of 
law-abiding Muslims into European society 
also serves as cover for infiltration by 
subversive Muslims.

Political enfranchisement of European 
Muslims in the absence of genuine 
acceptance of Western values is another 
destabilizing factor. Instead of promoting 

a peaceful climate of mutual respect, the 
rise of Muslims into executive positions in 
public and private sectors may lead to ethnic 
favoritism that will be prejudicial to Jewish 
colleagues and candidates, rebuffed to get 
even for an alleged previous supremacy or 
punished whenever there is a flare-up in 
the Middle East. Serious problems in public 
education, up to the university level, further 
compromise the future of Europe and more 
precisely of European Jews.

The far left, unashamedly aligned with 
European jihad movements, proudly 
marched with pro-Hamas mobs that 
systematically ended their “demonstrations”

with attacks against property and the 
police. Fearful of losing ground, the 
parliamentary left also sidles toward this 
constituency, hiding its perfidy behind 
dubious humanitarian concerns. CID 
[Centre d’information et de documentation 
de démocratie et de Moyen Orient] reports 
from Brussels that all political parties except 
the droite libérale marched along with the 
keffieh-wrapped mobs that shouted “death 
to Israel, death to the Jews.”

Another aggravating factor is the economic 
crisis, exploited by the left to mobilize 
and channel discontent into increasingly 
aggressive demonstrations, strikes and civil 
disobedience, while the right, hungry for 
capital, welcomes sharia finance with open 
arms.

In 2003, when Jewish boys from 
Hashomer Hazair were beaten up by 
anti-war protestors, I described the incident 
as a “peace march verging on pogrom.” 
Alain Finkielkraut applied the term to the 
2005 banlieue riots, then withdrew it as 
inappropriate. Was it an exaggeration? Or 
foresight? There can be no doubt that the 
enraged mobs storming through European 
and American cities will go further.

No longer content to throw fire bombs or 
ram burning cars into synagogues, they now 
want to break in during services. Thirty men 
traveled from Mulhouse to Strasbourg for 
that purpose. Their plan failed…that time. 
Carjackers in a Parisian suburb, discovering 
their victim was Jewish, slashed his neck 
four times with exquisite cruelty until the 
blood flowed. That crime was denounced as 
anti-Semitic but the culprits have not been 
found, and other incidents are left hanging 
with question marks, as if to calm the 
populace.

A Jewish doctor was shot dead in another 
Parisian suburb, the warehouse of the biggest 
kosher food distributor in still another was 
burned down. 

Europeans who do cherish their freedom 
try to organize, speak out, influence their 
governments. They see – or saw – America 
as a refuge, a haven, a beacon of liberty. 
Many see Israel as a sterling example of 
résistance against global jihad. Though 
life looks quite normal on the surface, we 
are living in a perilous, highly volatile 
situation in which, precisely, normal life 
is a battlefield. As these lines are written, 
Iran announces the launch of a satellite that 
could leave southern European cities no less 
vulnerable than Sderot. The news landed 
like a monster walking into a bustling café. 
The excited chatter about peace talks and 
negotiation and friendly outreached hands 
falls silent. If existential fear has finally 
stricken the heart of European governments, 
all is not lost. 

(Nidra Poller is an American who moved to France 
in 1972 and is a journalist, novelist, and translator)

Europe’s Woes America’s Warning
By Nidra Poller
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In early March 2009 over 70 nations 
met in Sharm e-Sheikh to discuss the 
reconstruction of Gaza. US Secretary of 
State Clinton has reiterated the determination 
of the US to mediate a so-called “Two 
State” solution in the region. This would 
mean an Arab state controlling Gaza, East 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. The Jews will 
effectively permanently retreat from this part 
of Palestine. No Jews will be allowed to live 
in the new state. How are we to reconcile 
these developments with God’s promise to 
Abraham to give him and his descendants 
the land of Canaan as an “everlasting 
possession”? 

The current stalemate between Israel 
and the Palestinians forces us to confront 
the question whether God’s promise to 
Abraham is still valid? Has it already been 
fulfilled in Jesus? If not, does it depend on 
Israel’s faithfulness? Must the Jews first be 
converted to Christianity before they will be 
restored to the land? What does this have to 
do with Paul’s statement in Romans 11 that 
at some point in the future “the deliverer 
will come from Sion” and “all Israel will be 
saved”? Is God somehow directing history? 

I am convinced that God’s promise to 
restore Israel to the land is an everlasting 
covenant that has not yet been fulfilled. One 
day, the Jews will have possession of the 
whole of Biblical Israel. The fulfilment of 
the promise will go hand-in-hand with the 
nation’s repentance, the reunification of the 
twelve tribes and the coming of the Messiah. 
It appears that God began the process of 
restoring them to the land during the last 
century. 

We have to be careful not to directly 
translate this promise into political actions. 
In the light of the current tense situation 
in the Middle East it appears increasingly 
impossible that the promise of God will be 
realised. Yet history has certainly proved 
that God’s perfect will prevails.

During the 1600’s the restoration of Israel 
began to engage the minds of theologians 
in England and continental Europe. Many 
writers were convinced that God would 
bestow mercy upon Jewish people. But 
whether this meant that the people would 

return to their former country remained an 
unanswered question. In 1716 the English 
minister Thomas Boston said: ‘I cannot 
clearly ascertain whether or not the Jews 
will again occupy their own country but I 
confess that my thoughts tend to steer in that 
direction. My idea is strengthened on the 
basis of Romans 11 where the apostle says 
that a national conversion is presupposed 
by the covenant with their fathers.’ Before 
listening to more voices from the past, let 
us look at ‘the covenant with their fathers’ 
regarding the land.

The promise to Abraham and his seed

When God calls Abram, He orders him to 
go the land that He would show him. That 
land was Canaan (Gen. 12:1). Once there, 
God gives him a promise: ‘This land I will 
give to you and your descendants’ (verse 7). 
At a later stage the promise was restricted 
to Isaac and his descendants. (Ishmail was 
excluded.)  On his deathbed Joseph says that 
this land had been promised to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob (48:24). This was often 
repeated in subsequent books of the Bible 
and it is added that the land was promised 
or given to the fathers. In all cases it refers 
to the literal and physical descendants of 
Abraham. 

Conditional or unconditional?

Was the covenant with Abraham 
conditional or unconditional? In Genesis 
15 Abram is given the order to cut some 
animals in two and arrange them opposite 
each other.  God, in the form of a blazing 
torch, then passed through the animals. 

Jeremiah 34:18-20 describes and explains 
the tradition of both parties then solemnly 
walking through the parted animals. It 
means: should I break this promise, I may 
be slaughtered like these animals and left 
as prey for the vultures. The preferred 
explanation of G.J. Wenham is that of Israel 
representing the offered animals while the 
heathens are represented by the vultures. 
When all had been prepared, Abram fell 
into a deep sleep and a thick and dreadful 
darkness came over him. In that way the 
LORD clearly showed him the extent of 
alienation, danger and dread that would 

be part of the covenant people’s lives. 
That’s what his descendants were going to 
experience in Egypt. The fourth generation 
would leave Egypt and go to Canaan. This 
was an unconditional promise.

On the other hand, God’s covenant with 
Abraham, that seems to revolve around 
a reciprocal relationship, is confirmed in 
Genesis 17. The LORD requires reverence, 
faith and obedience. ’Walk before me 
and be blameless’ says verse 1. Then God 
focuses on His side of the covenant: ‘As 
for me...’ (verses 4-8). This is followed 
by what is required from Abram and his 
descendents: ‘As for you...’ (verses 9-14). 
Abraham fulfils the condition as far as 
obedience is concerned, and this results in an 
unconditional covenant for his descendants. 

Could later generations of Jews spoil this 
promise of land ownership? Canaan was 

promised to Abraham and his descendants 
but the patriarchs were not to allowed to 
take ownership because the sins of the 
inhabitants had not yet reached the climax 
in their time (Genesis 15:16). But a few 
centuries later the Israelites were allowed 
to carry out the judgment of God by killing 
the residents. The people of God did not 
receive the land outright at this point in 
time because grievous sinning on their 
part resulted in them being driven from the 
land (Deut. 4:27, 28:63, 29:28). But then 
something wonderful is written in verse 30: 
‘When the people have been torn from the 

land and dispersed amongst the nations, God 
will again take pity on them. He will gather 
the Israelites from all the countries and bring 
them to Canaan. Then He will circumcise 
their hearts so that they will serve Him 
sincerely’ (verses 1-10).

In his prayer at the inauguration of the 
temple, it sounds as though King Solomon 
presupposes exile in the event of Israel being 
defeated by her enemies. For he prays: ‘Hear 
o God in heaven, forgive the sins of your 
people Israel. And return them again to the 
land that You have given their fathers’ (verse 
34). When Josua says his farewells after 
winning the first war, he warns and implores 
the nation to cling to the commandments 
of God. In that way they would be able to 
continue living in the land. Disobedience 
would lead to their destruction (Josua 
23:3-16). 

 
The extent to which blessings are 

experienced depends on the faith and 
obedience of Abraham’s descendants. This 
can be gathered from the fact that God can 
alter the borders of favour and disfavour 
(Deuteronomy 11:22-25; 12:20; 19:8). The 
book of Judges records that the Israelites did 
not persevere in victory.  They went off to 
serve other gods (1:19-36). At Bochim the 
angel accused the people and said that their 
enemies would continue to live in the land 
(2:1-3).

 
It stands to reason that the people can 

cause themselves to become unworthy to 
live in Canaan but in the end God will be 
merciful. The promise remains but successive 
generations will not share it equally.

Eternal covenant

Genesis 17:7, 13 and 19 speaks about a 
berit le’olam: an eternal covenant. The word 
‘olam’ usually supposes continuity into a far 
distant future. Until when does this promise 
to Abraham last? An important passage 
regarding this is found in Jeremiah 31:35-37: 
‘This is what the LORD says, he who 
appoints the sun to shine by day, who decrees 
the moon and stars to shine by night, who 
stirs up the sea so that its waves roar— the 
LORD Almighty is his name: “Only if these 
decrees vanish from my sight,” declares the 
LORD, “will the descendants of Israel ever 
cease to be a nation before me.” This is what 
the LORD says: “Only if the heavens above 
can be measured and the foundations of the 
earth below be searched out will I reject all 
the descendants of Israel because of all they 
have done,” declares the LORD.’ 

This means that the covenant people of 
Israel shall remain as long as the sun and the 
moon exists. And that is also the duration of 
the promise of the land. This is mentioned in 
closing in Jeremiah 31. In other words, this 
promise remains authoritative even today. 
The word ‘eternal’ implies this earthly 
dispensation at the least.

 

2 Corinthians 3 and Hebrews 8

From a New Testament perspective it can 
be argued that the old covenant ‘resulted 
in death’ according to Paul whilst the new 
covenant is a ‘spiritual ministration’. The 
Letter to the Hebrews discusses the new 

God’s plan: the Reconstruction of Gaza, or the Restoration of Israel?
By Prof. M.J. Paul
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covenant and refers to Jeremiah 31. Jesus 
called it “a New Covenant” and the first was 
made obsolete: ‘but whatever is decaying 
and showing signs of old age is not far from 
disappearing altogether’ (verse 13). 

When reading these texts, it is important to 
understand which covenant is being referred 
to. The writer to the Hebrews seems to refer 
only to the covenant of Sinai but not the rest 
of the Old Testament. There are references 
to stone tables, the priesthood of Aaron and 
the laws for offering. It implies the Sinaitic 
covenant and tabernacle service that had 
become obsolete, but excluded the covenant 
with Abraham. A. Saphir writes in his book 
‘A Hebrew on the letter of another Hebrew’: 
‘Nobody can read the prophecy in Jeremiah 
30 to 33 and have any doubt that literal 
Israel, who is the seed of Abraham, and their 
reparation to their own land, is the subject 
of this Godly promise’. He continues: ‘The 
law of Moses, the Old Covenant, was close 
to disappearing. Yet the Messianic promise 
was never brought into relation with this 
dispensation. It was grounded in the promise 
of Abraham and accomplished in the 
covenant of grace. 

Christ has now entered the Holy of Holies 
by shedding His own blood, and while the 
old has passed away, God’s promise for His 
chosen people in Abraham remains firm 
and unchangeable’. On basis of this we 
can conclude that the New Testament has 
made no change regarding the earlier land 
promise. The fact that the New Testament is 
mostly silent on this matter, should not lead 
to the inaccurate conclusion that the land 
promise no longer exists. 

Fulfilment in the present and the 
future

In Deuteronomy 30 it is written that the 
Israelites will repent (turn back to God) 
while they are strangers in other countries. 
The LORD will take care of their inner 
willingness to be obedient to the conditions 
of the covenant. Therewith the old covenant 
will be upheld. The promise of inner 
regeneration is given in Ezekiel 36: ‘And I 
will put my Spirit in you and move you to 
follow my decrees and be careful to keep 
my laws You will live in the land I gave 
your forefathers’ (verse 27, 28).  Thus this 
inner renewal also provides the possibility 
to continue living in the land. With this the 
Old Testament points towards a complete 
fulfilment in the future that has not yet been 
realized. The partial fulfilment of the land 
promise in the meantime points to God’s 
continued fidelity throughout the ages. As 
yet there has never been a perfectly obedient 
generation. The promise of the land requires 
a life of obedience that corresponds to the 
New Covenant. 

When we realize that the Babylonian 
exile was a result of the covenant warnings 
in Deuteronomy, it becomes self-evident 
that one should check to see if there was 
a second exile. I am convinced that the 
second exile began during the destruction 
of the temple by the Romans in the year 70. 
The end of this exile began during the last 
century, particularly since the establishment 
of the state of Israel was established. Many 
Christians apply the prophetic texts about 
the diaspora and the nation’s return to the 
Babylonian exile. Yet this many of those 
texts cannot have been fulfilled in the 
Babylonian exile. In this case mention can 
be made about texts from Zechariah, who 
lived during and after the time of the return. 
For example Zechariah 10:9-10: ‘Though 
I scatter them among the peoples, yet in 

distant lands they will remember me. They 
and their children will survive, and they will 
return. I will bring them back from Egypt 
and gather them from Assyria. I will bring 
them to Gilead and Lebanon, and there will 
not be room enough for them’. 

A text such as Zechariah 8:7 speaks about 
the return from the four corners of the earth. 
Within its context this has a larger influence 
than the Babylonian exile, and must be 
connected to the latter exile and return. 
Zephaniah 2:7 refers to possessing the 
Philistine city of Ashkelon: ‘It will belong 
to the remnant of the house of Judah; there 
they will find pasture. In the evening they 
will lie down in the houses of Ashkelon. The 
LORD their God will care for them; he will 
restore their fortunes’. A stone, bearing this 
inscription in Hebrew, can be found on the 
present day square of Ashkelon. On the basis 
of this, and other Bible verses, we can expect 
that the Jewish nation will possess all of the 
land in the future. Possession of the land 
will go hand in hand with acknowledging 
the Messiah.

Early exegesis

In the early centuries theologians held 
a wide variety of opinions regarding the 
promise of the land. For example, the 
Englishman Thomas Brightman expected 
a future return of the Jewish people to their 
own land. This he did in a declaration on the 
book of Revelation that was published two 
years after his death in 1607.

Shortly after that Sir Henry Finch wrote 
The World’s Great Restoration, or the calling 
of the Jews, and all nations and kingdoms 
of the earth, to Faith of Christ’.  Two 
English puritans by the names of Joanna 
en Elbeneser Cartwright, who lived in 
Amsterdam, wrote the following in a letter 
to the English Parliament in 1649:  ‘Through 
thorough examination of the prophets and 
dialogue with Jews we have come to the 
conclusion that the time of Israel’s return 

is approaching rapidly. The inhabitants of 
England and the Netherlands should be the 
first to make their ships available to return 
the sons and daughters of Israel to the land 
of their fathers Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
that was promised to them eternally’. On 
the basis of texts like Deuteronomy 30, 
Amos 9:14-15, Ezekiel 37, Isaiah 62:1-4 
and Zechariah 2:12 and 14, W. Brakel 
concludes that the Jewish people shall be 
converted and come to live in Canaan. He 
rejected the notion that texts referred only to 
spiritual matters. ‘In every instance it points 
unequivocally to Israel’s future experience, 
including the body and the soul.’

‘Moreover, when the Jews have thus 
been converted, they will reside in and 
possess Canaan once again. Therefore God 
frequently promises that He will gather 
them from all over the world and return 
them to the land’. Izaäk da Costa takes a 
reversed stand on grounds of Ezekiel 37 
and Zechariah 12 by saying that national 
restoration will be followed by spiritual 
restoration. It is also clear to his friend, 
Abraham Capadose, that the prophets ‘show 
us a future when the now widely dispersed 
people of Israel will return to receive and 
eternally live in the Promised Land. Thereby 
the prophecy of Joel will be fulfilled: ‘Judah 
will be inhabited forever and Jerusalem 
through all generations’ (Joel 3:20)’.

Practical consequences

Based on the Old Testament (and 
indirectly also the New Testament) it is clear 
that while the land has been promised to 
the nation of Israel, it nevertheless remains 
the property of God. On these grounds it 
is strictly incorrect to say that Israel has a 
‘right’ to the land. Israel remains dependant 
on God’s consent and blessings to live in the 
land. Joshua was given the specific order 
to conquer the land: ‘I will give you every 
place where you set your foot, as I promised 
Moses’ (Joshua 1:3). But this command 
does not always apply: when the people 

attempted to conquer the land after an earlier 
disobedience, they suffered a vilifying defeat 
(Numbers 14:39-45).

God, in His wisdom, has promised the 
land to the people of Israel and that implies 
that He can also deny certain generations 
the privilege of using the land.  He may 
even decide that they may use only a 
certain portion of the land. The current 
Jewish nation enjoys the old promise, but 
the fulfilment of the promise in the Bible 
is usually within the context of the nation’s 
repentance as well as the reunification of the 
twelve tribes and the coming of the Messiah. 
The attempt to select and apply only certain 
individual promises while excluding the 
rest might result in a break in continuity. I 
am convinced that the promise given to 
Abraham cannot be directly translated into 
political actions. 

Abraham did not personally enter the 
Promised Land; that was left for the future. 
His nephew Lot elected to live in the Jordan 
valley, but after that incident God made a 
promise when He said: ‘Lift up your eyes 
from where you are and look north and 
south, east and west. All the land that you 
see I will give to you and your offspring 
forever’ (Genesis 13:14-15). The temporary 
surrender of the land would not appear to 
be in accordance with the promise. And 
yet, while viewing the current situation 
from a political angle in an attempt to find a 
solution, it might be imperative for the Jews 
to give away land. Who are we to judge? 
In the light of the current tense situation 
in the Middle East it appears increasingly 
impossible that the promise of God will be 
realised. Yet history has certainly proved 
that God’s perfect will prevails. 

(Dr. Mart-Jan Paul obtained a doctorate from 
Leiden University. He is lecturer of Old Testament 
at the Christelijke Hogeschool Ede (Netherlands) 
and is professor of Old Testament at the Evangelical 
Theological Faculty of Louvain (Belgium). Prof. Paul 
wrote several books (including pentateuchal studies and 
the history of exegesis) and is final editor and author 
of a Dutch commentary series on the Old Testament 
,including Genesis-Exodus.)
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Yemini Jews finally coming home
It was a phone call that stirred in me a 

great deal of anticipation. On the other 
line was one of our staff members telling 
to witness the arrival of Jews from the Arab 
country of Yemen.

This historic aliyah (immigration to Israel) 
was kept a secret until hours before the 
immigrants’ historic arrival on Thursday, 
February 19. I was overcome with emotion 
to learn that we had helped rescue ten 
desperate Yemeni Jews, including nine 
members of one family, the Ben-Yisraels, 
from vicious anti-Semitism and poverty.

The mission could not have been more 
urgent. In Yemen, Jews are considered 
second-class citizens. Many people in 
Yemen adamantly hate Israel and take out 
that hatred on the small Jewish community 
of around 300 that remains in this foreign 
land.

Yemeni Jews are called names, blamed for 
national problems, and even face physical 
violence simply for practicing their faith. 
In fact, just weeks before the Ben-Yisrael 
family escaped, Muslims who were trying 
to kill the entire family threw a grenade into 
their backyard. Thank God none were hurt. 
Yet it was a harsh reminder of why coming 
to Israel, a safe and loving homeland, is 
critical for Jews living with the daily threat 
of anti-Semitism.

It tears my heart apart to imagine how 
Jews in Yemen live. Just a few months ago a 
leader of the Yemeni Jewish community was 
murdered in cold blood because he refused 
a demand to convert to Islam or be killed. 
When put on trial, the murderer confessed 

to the crime and promised to continue to try 
and kill more Jews in the future. Now this 
Jewish man’s widow and children live in 
constant fear that if he is acquitted - a very 
real possibility given the climate of hatred 
for Jews in Yemen - he will come back to 
finish off their family.

Waiting for the plane carrying the Yemeni 
olim (immigrants) to land, it struck me how 
crucial the land of Israel is to the Jewish 
people’s survival. It reminded me why God 
promised the Jews a homeland and why I 
am so greatly blessed to be living during a 
time in history when this prophecy is being 
fulfilled. Israel is the only place in the world 
that the Ben-Yisraels, and countless other 
persecuted Jews around the world, can safely 
flee to without needing a visa.

Now the Ben-Yisraels are safe in their 

biblical homeland where they will never 
again need to worry about a government 
neglecting them because of their religion, 
or fear for their lives because of lack of 
police protection. Now, after 2000 years, 
Jews can return home to Israel where they 
can live without fear of persecution, abuse 
and anti-Semitism. When I think about all 
of the Jewish lives throughout history that 
could have been saved if only Israel was 
established, it shakes me up inside.

When the Ben-Yisraels came through the 
gates at the airport, I couldn’t help but run 
over and hug them all. I was witnessing 
firsthand God’s fulfillment of prophecy, the 
return of some of His exiled children from 
the four corners of the earth. Yet as I looked 
into their puffy red eyes and saw their tears, 
I realized that, though those tears were 
mostly joyous and hopeful, they were also a 
bit sad.

The Ben-Yisrael’s arrival in the Holy 
Land was bittersweet because they left 
behind nearly 300 fellow Jews who do not 
yet have the opportunity to flee because 
of the Yemenite government’s oppressive 
restrictions against traveling to Israel. 
Because of the dangerous and secret nature 
of this project we were only able to bring a 
few people to freedom at this time. The rest 
of the Yemenite Jews are waiting in a state 
of fear, continuously praying and pleading 
with God to receive the same blessing as the 
Ben-Yisrael family.

(Source: The Fellowship’s On Wings of 
Eagles Program - International fellowship of 
Christians & Jews, www.ifcj.org).
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