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“ I will take you from the nations and gather 
you from all the countries and bring you 
into your own land…Then they will know 
that I am the LORD” 

June 2009 Edition - www.c4israel.org



news analysis June 09

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
and US President Barack Obama met each 

other at the White House in Washington, the 
first time since their respective elections

Although both leaders realized that the 
diplomatic stakes are very high, they came in 
with divergent views regarding the creation 
of a sovereign Palestinian state, how to deal 
with the Iran nuclear crisis, and the linkage 
between the two issues.

Barack Obama left no doubt that he wants 
a peace agreement as soon as possible, 
and the birth of “Palestine” – the so-called 
“two-state solution”.  It is the cornerstone of 
his governments policy in the Middle East. 

The US president is not the only one who 
believes the two-state solution is the only 
solution to peace in the Middle East. Pope 
Benedict XVI also called for a Palestinian 
state during his recent visit to Israel, and a 
poll in Israel showed that 58 percent of the 
Israelis are backing a two-state solution. 

Not surprisingly, the UN Security Council 
unanimously reaffirmed its support for the 
two-state option, and the European Union 
is strongly in favor of this as well. EU’s 
foreign-policy chief, Javier Solana, even 
warned Israel that its relations with Europe 
“will be very, very different” if it drops the 
two-state ball. It could mean that there will 
be a rocky road ahead for the traditionally 
strong US - Israeli relations.

While most of the media portrayed 
Benjamin Netanyahu as “hardliner who 
opposes territorial concessions”, the Israeli 
leader is a pragmatic centre-right politician. 
During his two-hour meeting with the US 
president, Netanyahu made it clear that 
“not only Israel has to give but also the 
Palestinians and the Arab countries, not at 
the end of the process but now. They have 
to take concrete steps to improve relations 
with Israel and to begin to set in motion 

reconciliation between Israel and the Arab 
world,” he said.

A key question is whether or not 
Netanyahu appeared to forgo an opportunity 
to achieve a two-state solution to the 
conflict. Insiders have said that he doesn’t 
oppose a Palestinian state, but that Iran and 
Hamas must be contained rather before than 
after such a state is established on Israel’s 
borders. 

Barack Obama told Netanyahu he must 
stop Jewish settlements and should grasp a 

“historic opportunity” to make peace with 
the Palestinians. Afterwards he told reporters 
that serious negotiations between Israel and 
the Palestinians would be possible only if 
Netanyahu ordered an end to the expansion 
of Jewish settlements in the West Bank, land 
that would make up the Palestinian state 
along with the Gaza Strip. US Vice President 
Joe Biden also joined the chorus: “Do not 
build more settlements, dismantle existing 
outposts.”

Prime Minister Netanyahu argued that 
Israel already dismantled settlements in 
the Gaza Strip, and that it was rewarded 
with the takeover of Gaza by Hamas and 
hundreds of rockets raining on Israeli towns. 
His spokesman Mark Regev said there are 
no plans for a full settlement freeze. “The 
issue of settlements is a final status issue, 
and until there are final status arrangements, 
it would not be fair to kill normal life inside 
existing communities.” 

Nuclear Iran  

President Obama also had a message for 
Iran, indicating that the Iranians had until 
the end of the year to get serious to engage 
in good faith talks with the US on curbing 
their nuclear ambitions. “We’re not going to 
have talks forever,” he said.

Obama really put the pressure on 
Netanyahu to commit that Israel would 
not attack Iran before the end of the year, 
so that Washington’s plans to dialogue 
with Iran over its nuclear program are not 

disrupted. That way he is linking the issue 
of the Iranian nuclear crisis to the birth of a 
new Palestinian state. It sounded like a stern 
warning, that if Israel wants US support, 
Israel has to give up land.

Obviously Benjamin Netanyahu is deeply 
concerned about Iran’s perceived attempts 
to build a nuclear weapon, believing the 
hateful anti-Israel regime might target the 
Jewish state. And it doesn’t make sense 
that while Israel sits with a nuclear bomb 
hanging over her head, the US government 
says that thwarting Iran’s nuclear program is 
conditional on progress in peace negotiations 
between Israel and the Palestinians. 

It seems that Obama’s Middle East policy 
is based on ideology, not reality, and that he 
does not understand that the Palestinian–
Israeli conflict is a separate issue.

A nuclear Iran is not only a major problem 
for Israel, but it also represents a great threat 
for the United States and for countries such 
as Jordan, Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
and Bahrain. To imagine that the US will 
decide to deal or not to deal with the nuclear 
problem depending on Israel’s position on 
the Palestinian issue is quite ridiculous. 

It should be obvious to anyone that Iran’s 
nuclear threat is far greater than Netanyahu’s 
desire to revive dormant peace negotiations 
about a two-state resolution with a divided 
Palestinian leadership that still refuse to 
recognize Israel’s right to exist, and make 
concessions to those who seek to wipe them 
of the face of the earth

Ironically, two days after Obama’s “get 
serious to engage in good faith talks”, 
Iran responded with the test-launch of an 
advanced solid-fuel ballistic missile capable 
of carrying a nuclear warhead to Israel and 
even deep into Europe. 

Apparently, Iran’s rulers don’t seem to 
be very interested in the welfare of their 
own nation and its people. They act like 
revolutionary crusaders in the name of 
worldwide Islam. Waging Jihad against 
those viewed as Islam’s enemies – such as 
Israel, US and Western Europe – outweigh 
even the existence of Iran as a consideration, 
never mind its well-being. 

Ayatollah Khomeini said in 1979, “We do 
not worship Iran; we worship Allah. I say 
let this land burn. I say let this land go up in 
smoke, provided Islam emerges triumphant 
in the rest of the world.” And Iran’s 
President Ahmadinejad seems to believe that 
if he starts a major war to bring chaos in the 
Middle East, the Islamic Messiah (Madhi) 
will suddenly appear leading the Islamic 
warriors to a global victory that will produce 
Global Sharia so that the law of Islam will 
rule the entire world.

Netanyahu’s recent visits to Egypt and 
Jordan give the impression that he is 
prepared to work with moderate Arabs in 
the region. “The struggle in the Middle 
East is not a struggle between peoples or a 
struggle between religions. It is a struggle 
between extremists and moderates. For the 
first time in the history of Zionism, there 
is an alignment of views between the Arab 
world and Israel. Bringing Arab states into 
the circle of peace will strengthen Israel and 
bring security to the Palestinians as well,” 
Netanyahu said. 

Two-State Solution

While nearly the whole world claims 
“the only solution is a two-state solution,” 

the reality is that the two-state solution 
is an illusion. It will bring more regional 
instability. How can there be peace when the 
Palestinian terror has not first been defeated 
and the Palestinians do not recognize Israel’s 
right to exist? The negotiations about the 
withdrawal of Israel from the so-called 
“occupied territories” have nothing to 
do with a peace process. It is negotiating 
Israel’s own destruction, peace-by-piece. 

The day after his meeting with Netanyahu, 
Barack Obama received a signed letter from 
seventy-six out of 100 U.S. senators urging 
him to carefully weigh the risks to Israel’s 
security before pushing his new Middle 
East peace initiative, which includes Israel 
surrendering ancient lands for peace. “We 
must also continue to insist on the absolute 
Palestinian commitment to ending terrorist 
violence,” they wrote.  “The more capable 
and responsible Palestinian forces become, 
the more they demonstrate the ability to 
govern and to maintain, the easier it will be 
for them to reach an accord with Israel.”

However, there is no real leadership on 
the Palestinian side, and certainly not one 
ready to concede the demand for the return 
of Palestinian refugees to Israel or to forfeit 
control of even part of the Temple Mount 
(a necessary precondition for a settlement 
that does not involve the division of 
Jerusalem). No Palestinian leader, even the 
most moderate, has recognized Israel’s right 
to exist as a state or even the existence of a 
Jewish people.

At a recent meeting in Cairo, Hamas 
reiterated its refusal to recognize Israel’s 
right to exist. A Hamas spokesman said 
his movement was prepared to discuss any 
issue that did not include the three demands 
of the Quartet (USA, UN, EU and Russia): 
recognition of Israel, acceptance of all 
previous agreements between Israel and 
the Palestinians, and the renunciation of 
terrorism.

Israel’s Right to Exist
Middle East problem in a nutshell

By Henk Kamsteeg
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On the day of Hitler’s birthday - Monday 
20th of April - a modern Hitler, the 

President of Iran Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
spoke to the participants of the ‘Durban II’ 
UN-conference in Geneva. The Review 
Conference, which ran from 20 to 24 April, 
aimed to assess progress made since the 2001 
World Conference against Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related 
Intolerance held in Durban, South Africa. 

The United States, Canada, Israel, 
Australia, New Zealand, Germany, Poland 
and the Netherlands, said they will not attend 
the summit because of fears Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, Iran’s President, may use it to 
propagate anti-Semitic views.

During Iranian President Ahmadinejad’s 
address to the Durban Review Conference, 
representatives of the European Union and 
other delegations admirably left the chamber 
in protest when he accused Western countries 
of “resorting to military aggression to make 
an entire nation homeless under the pretext of 
protecting Jews” following World War II. 

As expected, Ahmadinejad focused 
his attacks on the West and Israel. He 
condemned the “cruel and racist regime 
in Palestine,” complaining that the U.N. 
Security Council has enabled its survival 
over the last sixty years. “The word Zionism 
personifies racism,” he said. “Efforts must 
be made to silence the will of Zionists and 
their supporters.”

Ahmadinejad then deplored “world powers” 
who “mobilize all their resources, including 
their economic and political resources 
and the world media, to render support to 
the vain Zionist regime.” He continued, 
“Governments must be encouraged and 
supported in their fights aimed to eradicate 
this barbaric racism.” These remarks were 
met with applause from the audience.

Ahmadinejad also blasted the U.S. in 
particular, suggesting that racism is the 
root cause of the invasions of Iraq and 
Afghanistan and support of the “usurper 
Zionist regime.” 

Reactions

The Norwegian Foreign Minister 
Jonas Gahr Store vigorously challenged 
Ahmadinejad, calling him “the odd man 
out to hijack the conference.” “We will not 
surrender the floor of the United Nations 
to extremism,” Gahr Store said. Referring 
to the draft Durban II text, the minister 
stated, “Freedom of expression, yes, but 
our document is also clear on incitement 
of hatred and this is what I heard in the 
President’s speech — incitement to hatred.”

Speaking at the ceremony marking Israel’s 
annual Memorial Day for the 6 million 
Jews killed by Nazis and their collaborators 
during World War II, Netanyahu also 
described a U.N. anti-racism conference 
under way in Geneva as an anti-Israel event. 
The prime minister, who took office about 
three weeks ago, criticized the president of 
Switzerland for meeting Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad at the conference. 
Netanyahu called Ahmadinejad a Holocaust 
denier who wants to perpetrate another 
massacre of Jews. “We will not allow the 
Holocaust deniers to carry out another 
Holocaust against the Jewish people. This is 
the supreme duty of the state of Israel. This 
is my supreme duty as prime minister of 
Israel,” Netanyahu said.

Report European Coalition for Israel

Thomas Sandell of the European 
Coalition for Israel says Christians from 

many European nations and from countries 
as far away as Australia, USA and Israel, 
crossed Lake Geneva on from the European 
UN headquarter in Geneva to Evian, 
to commemorate the failed Evian conference 
in 1938. In Geneva the Iranian president 
Ahmadinejad had been allowed to speak 
at the World Conference against Racism 
on Monday, calling Israel a “racist state”. 
In Evian the delegates were reminded of a 
similar conference in 1938 where leaders of 
the 33 nations had gathered to deal with the 
consequences of Nazi annexation of Austria 
and the growing number of Jewish refugees 
in Germany and Austria.

“Hitler wanted to test the nations if they 
were willing to receive the Jews so he 
forced a Jewish man to go to the conference 
with the offer to sell Jews for 250 USD 
per person, otherwise the first 40.000 Jews 
would be sent straight to the concentrations 
camps. The man was ridiculed and thrown 
out of the conference and no nation opened 
their borders”, said the Mayor of Evian, 
Member of French Parliament, Marc 
Francina, who greeted the international 
guests to the event.

Among the guests were Member of 
European Parliament, Hannu Takkula of 
Finland and Member of Swedish Parliament 
Mikael Oscarsson. Other parliamentarians, 
from the House of Commons in London and 
the parliament in the Netherlands, had sent 
their personal messages to the event.

In a private written message to the meeting 
the Italian Foreign minister Franco Frattini 
said:

“We cannot underestimate the challenge 
of anti-Semitism, as the Western World 
did in 1938 at the Evian conference; we 
cannot allow ourselves to hesitate in firmly 
reacting to any indication that anti-Semitism 
is gaining ground. History clearly shows 
us that any hesitancy can pave the way to 
horrible tragedies. “

“Our voice must be strong and 
uncontroversial about the new forms of 
anti-Semitism, that commonly manifest 
themselves in the guise of opposition to 
Zionism and the existence of the State of 
Israel,” he concluded.

“I will curse him that curses you”

God’s comment on what happened in 
Geneva can be found in the Bible. He clearly 
warns that whoever curses Israel, will be 
cursed. Israel’s origin is in the calling of 
Abraham by God. In Genesis 12:1-3 we 
read: “The LORD had said to Abram, 
“Leave your country, your people and your 

father’s household and go to the land I 
will show you. I will make you into a great 
nation and I will bless you; I will make your 
name great, and you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you, and whoever 
curses you I will curse; and all peoples on 
earth will be blessed through you” 

During Israel’s more than 3000 years 
history many have cursed the Jewish people 
and the Jewish nation. One of them is even 
hired to do so: Balaam. 

 “But God said to Balaam, “Do not go 
with them. You must not put a curse on those 
people, because they are blessed” (Numbers 
22:12)

And ultimately he cannot help but say: 
“How can I curse those whom God has not 
cursed? How can I denounce those whom 
the LORD has not denounced?” (Numbers 
23:9) “May those who bless you be blessed 
and those who curse you be cursed!” 
(Numbers 24:9b)

Balaam understands that Israel is not a 
nation like all the other nations on earth. In 
Numbers 23:9 we read (KJV): “For from 
the top of the rocks I see him, and from the 
hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell 
alone, and shall not be reckoned among the 
nations”

Israel is a chosen people. God chose this 
nation to reveal Himself to the world, and to 
bless the nations of the world through them. 

No matter how many times Israel failed to 
meet God’s plans and purposes with them, 
it never changed HIS mind about them The 
apostle Paul says in Romans 11:28-29 “…
but as far as election is concerned, they are 
loved on account of the patriarchs, for God’s 
gifts and his call are irrevocable.”

Today we witness the miracle of the 
return of the Jewish people back to the 
Promised Land, as fulfilment of scores of 
Biblical prophecies. The newborn State of 
Israel just celebrated its 61st anniversary as 
an independent Jewish State. All as part of 
God’s plans and purposes with planet earth. 
We witness an unique phenomenon with 
our very eyes: God is moving the history of 
this world forward towards HIS goal:  the 
Coming of the Kingdom and the Coming 
of the King of that Kingdom, the Prince 
of Peace, the Saviour of the world and the 
Messiah of Israel: Jesus Christ, Yeshua 
Ha-Mashiach. The Kingdom of Peace is 
coming, and Israel has to play an important 
role in that. The prophet Isaiah says in 
chapter 2:2-4: “In the last days the mountain 
of the LORD’s temple will be established as 
chief among the mountains; it will be raised 
above the hills, and all nations will stream 
to it. Many peoples will come and say, 

“Come, let us go up to the mountain of the 
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob. 
He will teach us his ways, so that we may 
walk in his paths.” The law will go out from 
Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 
He will judge between the nations and will 
settle disputes for many peoples. They will 
beat their swords into ploughshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will 
not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.”

But before nations enter into this coming 
Kingdom, there will be judgement first. The 
declaration about judgments upon Israel’s 
enemies finds its full expression only when 
the nations will one day stand before Christ’s 
glorious throne and He declares unto them 
on His left hand: “Depart from me, you who 
are cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for 
the devil and his angels.” (Matthew 25:41) 
This issue is one respecting the treatment 
of Israel whom Christ identifies as ‘My 
brethren’. 

Who is worthy to enter the Kingdom, 
and how? Isaiah 14:2-3 and 60:10-12 
say: “Nations will take them and bring 
them to their own place [Israel]. And the 
house of Israel will possess the nations 
as menservants and maidservants in the 
LORD’s land [Israel]. They will make 
captives of their captors and rule over their 
oppressors. On the day the LORD gives you 

relief from suffering and turmoil and cruel 
bondage. Foreigners will rebuild your walls, 
and their kings will serve you. Though in 
anger I struck you, in favour I will show 
you compassion. Your gates will always 
stand open, they will never be shut, day or 
night, so that men may bring you the wealth 
of the nations— their kings led in triumphal 
procession. For the nation or kingdom that 
will not serve you will perish; it will be 
utterly ruined.”

What happened at Durban II God will 
not forget. It is only fair to warn the nations 
that they should realise that by cursing 
Israel they move towards an ultimate 
judgment by the Everlasting One, who 
revealed Himself through Jesus Christ, the 
greatest son of Israel that has ever walked 
the face of this planet... and will do so 
again in the foreseeable prophetic future. 
May the Churches worldwide realise their 
responsibility to ‘stand in the gap’, pray for 
Israel, repent for her Christian anti-Semitic 
past (and sometimes even present) and 
prophetically warn the nations for ‘things to 
come’. Only if nations start to bless Israel 
there will be any positive future for them. 

God’s Judgment. 
There is still time...

Durban II and God’s judgment
By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer

Rev. Willem Glashouwer
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We can say that the outpouring of 
the Holy Spirit over all flesh was 

prophecied and was going to be a New 
Testament phenomenon. It speaks about 
things happening in NT times. 

In Joel chapter 3 verse 1 we read 
something very interesting: “For behold in 
those days and at that time…” Let’s stop here 
for a moment. In which days and at what 
time? In the days in which the Holy Spirit 
is poured out on all flesh. In other words, 
the prophet says, whatever is described 
next will happen in that time frame. Those 
days and those times. We can actually read 
it as follows: ‘in New Testament days and 
New Testament times’. “For behold, in 
New Testament times when I bring back the 
captives of Judah and Jerusalem.” Another 
question: When were those times that the 
captives of Judah and Jerusalem have been 
brought back? It is now! And it’s happening 
before our eyes! 

It was not in Roman times for at that time 
they were dispersed, it was not in Byzantine 
times or in the time of the Crusaders, and it 
was not in the time of the Ottoman Empire. 
It started  at the end of the Ottoman period. 
It basically started in the 20th century and has 
accelerated in the last 20 years especially 
from Russia and the east. 1.3 Million Jews 
have been brought to the land of Israel.  
They come from Ethiopia, they come from 
the north, from the south, from the east, 
from the west. They come from the ends of 
the earth and from the furthest islands of the 
earth. The largest inhabited island furthest 
away from Jerusalem, is New Zealand. 
I personally know some Jews from New 
Zealand who have made aliyah to Israel. 

So, it refers to our times. We read again: 
“For behold, in New Testament days and 
New Testament times when I bring back 
the captives of Judah and Jerusalem..” and 
here it comes: “I will also gather all nations 
and bring them down to the Valley of 
Jehoshaphat”. So, in New Testament times 
and to be more precise, towards the end of 
New Testament times, in the times when 
the captives of Judah and Jerusalem are 
brought back to the land of Israel, there will 
be a gathering of the nations. A gathering 
of the nations in the Valley of Jehoshaphat. 
Other translators refer to it as the Valley of 
Decision. We read about this in clear terms 
in verse 14: “Multitudes, multitudes in the 
Valley of Decision. For the Day of the Lord 
is near in the Valley of Decision” Then we 
read: “The sun and the moon will grow dark. 
The stars will diminish their brightness…” 
These words are clear for those who have 
eyes to see, for those who have ears to 
hear. These are  crystal clear references to 
the times in which we are living. The End 
Times. The time immediately before the 
return of Jesus. There will be a gathering 
of the nations. They will gather around 
Jerusalem and there God will have to judge 
them on the basis of Genesis 12 verse 3. 

What are the criteria for the judgment 
of the nations? We find this mentioned in 
Joel 3:1-3. Regarding the three reasons for 
God’s judgment of the nations, the prophet 
is precise and specific. They will be judged 
in respect of what they did with the Jewish 
people. The people of Israel whom they – 
and that is the first reason – have scattered 
amongst the nations. In the second instance, 
they have also divided My land and thirdly, 
they have cast lots for my people. Number 

one and two are pretty clear. Number three 
possibly needs to be explained. 

Number one speaks about the ‘scattering 
of the Jewish people’. Historically speaking 
and in the first instance, it happened when 
the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and when 
the large dispersion took place in 70 AD, 
and in 135 AD. The two rivals were crushed 
and scattered as also prophesied by Jesus in 
His End Time discourses: the scattering of 
the Jewish people among all the nations. It 
happened one to two generations after Jesus’ 
time but subsequently they were scattered 
repeatedly. They were driven out of Great 
Britain at the end of the 13th century. At the 
end of the 16th century they were driven 
out of Spain and Portugal. In Germany 
they were driven out of regions by regional 
leaders and kings and dukes and earls. 
Sometimes they were invited to settle for a 
generation or two and then driven out again. 
They drove them out time and again from 
different parts of Germany as well as from 
Eastern- and Western Europe.  France drove 
them out at the end of the 14th century. There 
were dispersions in Romania, Poland, there 
were pogroms here and there. The dispersion 
is not limited to the Roman times but is an 
integral part of European history. If there 
is no repentance and no redemption, then 
we as Europeans should be very concerned 
about the fate of our nations in the light of 
the history that lies behind us. Countries 
outside Europe, such as Africa, of course, 
has a different history in that respect.

The second criteria, namely the ‘division 
of the land’, is a current and acute matter.  
There is pressure on Gaza, Judea, Samaria 
and even Jerusalem to be divided and those 
who are putting pressure on Israel to do so, 
are on a collision course with the Word of 
God as it is spelled out here. There is grave 
danger in what the United States of America, 
the European Union and all the other nations 
are doing in order to add to the pressure on 
Israel to divide the land. It is dangerous for 
both Israel and those they give in to. We 
have to pray for Israel that they will remain 
strong and steadfast. This is the second 
criteria for judgment.

The third and last one mentioned here is 
‘casting lots for My people’. This has been 
well explained in prophetic language: “You 
have given a boy as payment for a harlot and 
sold a girl for wine that they may drink”. 
What is meant by this prophetic language? 
I would suggest that what is meant is this: 
Jewish lives have been regarded to be worth 
little by the nations. They were completely 
worthless during the Holocaust in Germany 
and wherever Germany was in charge. A 

prostitute was worth more than the life of 
a Jewish man or woman. And that is what 
is being referred to here. A Jewish life was 
not worth more than the fee it cost to go 
into a harlot or the price of a bottle of wine 
that could be consumed within an hour. 
Jewish life is treated cheaply. These are thus 
the three criteria for judging the nations: 
Scattering the Jewish people, dividing the 
land and esteeming and treating Jewish life 
cheaply.

The prophet Zechariah is more precise 
and gives a framework and context. We read 
in Zechariah chapter 12 verse 9: “It shall 
be in that day that I will seek to destroy all 
the nations that come against Jerusalem”. 
It is evident in this verse  that the prophet 
Zechariah talks about exactly the same 
thing: The gathering of the nations against 
Jerusalem and then the judgment of the 
nations that have gathered against Jerusalem. 
It cross-references with Joel 3. 

Now, let us take a closer look at the 
overall scenario. It is written in Zechariah 
12:2-3: “Behold, I will make Jerusalem a 
cup of drunkenness to all the surrounding 
peoples, when they lay siege against Judah 
and Jerusalem.  And it shall happen in 
that day that I will make Jerusalem a very 
heavy stone for all peoples; all who would 
heave it away will surely be cut in pieces, 
though all nations of the earth are gathered 
against it.” Zechariah 12: 9-10: It shall be 

in that day that I will seek to destroy all the 
nations that come against Jerusalem. “And I 
will pour on the house of David and on the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of grace 
and supplication; then they will look on Me 
whom they pierced.”

Zechariah 13:1: “In that day a fountain 
shall be opened for the house of David and 
for the inhabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and 
for uncleanness.” 

Zechariah 14:2-4: “For I will gather all the 
nations to battle against Jerusalem; The city 
shall be taken, The houses rifled, And the 
women ravished. Half of the city shall go 
into captivity, But the remnant of the people 
shall not be cut off from the city.  Then the 
LORD will go forth And fight against those 
nations,  As He fights in the day of battle.  
And in that day His feet will stand on the 

Mount of Olives.” 

Wow, what a scenario! What a picture. 
Let me rephrase this in order for us to better 
understand the deeper meaning.. Phase one: 
that’s chapter 12 verse 2. It speaks of the 
surrounding nations and about Jerusalem 
being a cup of trembling. There are different 
ways to understand that cup but in the 
language of the prophets in antique times, a 
cup of trembling was more or less generally 
understood to be a cup of wine which 
contained poison or drugs. It caused the 
most terrible lunacy. It was also a way for 
someone to take their own life as Socrates 
did or to take to take the life of someone 
else. It was a common way to kill a king or 
an unpleasant person. Cup of trembling. Cup 
of poisoned or drugged wine that causes you 
to  lose your mind.  Causes you to become 
crazy, irrational, furious and difficult to 
deal with. Jerusalem becomes that cup for 
the surrounding nations. Does that ring a 
bell? Have you been watching the news and 
reading the newspapers? 

The surrounding nations are irrational. 
They are in a state of mind that is impossible 
to handle with Western diplomacy. Their 
state of mind prevents all rational dialogue. 
If you read about the uproar resulting from 
publication of the Mohammed cartoons in 
Denmark - not that I think publishing them 
was a particularly clever thing to do - but 
the response was absolutely irrational and, 

dare I say it, almost demonic. The type of 
fury that it unleashed from the neighboring 
Islamic-Arabic countries, including Iran, 
was absolutely irrational. Jerusalem is that 
prophetic ‘cup of trembling’ or ‘cup of fury’  
that causes you to lose your mind if you 
drink from it. And the full power and the full 
involvement of the conflict is still before us. 
Conflict around Jerusalem. 

Regarding the neighboring nations, they 
are characterized by being irrational. Being 
out of their minds concerning the issue of 
Jerusalem. That’s verse 2. Now, in verse 3 
we have a different description. Jerusalem is 
again referred to but in this instance not only 
the surrounding nations are referred to, but 
all the nations. It’s the next phase. It’s the 
phase we are coming up to vey quickly in 

Israel and the Nations (Part 2)
By Harald Eckert

Harald Eckert

Western Wall, Jerusalem
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my understanding. 

And then a different picture is used to 
represent Jerusalem. It is not the cup of 
trembling any more. Now it’s a heavy, 
burdensome stone. A stone that someone 
wants to displace. As far as I understand 
prophetic language in this instance, it’s a 
border stone. And the nations of the world 
are united in their effort to change a border 
stone that God Himself has set there. God 
has set this stone. God has set, revived 
and repopulated Jerusalem. God has given 
back dignity to Jerusalem. He is rebuilding 
Jerusalem back to its original status, 
calling and meaning to the world. When 
we read Isaiah 62 – pray for Jerusalem and 
He has set watchmen around the walls of 
Jerusalem – we are to pray for the promises 
of God concerning Jerusalem to come into 
completion, fulfillment and fruition. And 
“Jerusalem” means, in the first instance, the 
physical city Jerusalem. 

This is what’s happening in our time. 
A hundred years ago Jerusalem was a 
meaningless city in the desert of Judea and 
apart from religion, politically speaking, it 
was completely irrelevant to the 20,000  or 
30,000 inhabitants. Not of any relevance, 
apart from religious reasons to anybody. 
Newspapers in the 1880’s or the 1890’s 
would refer to Jerusalem once or twice a 
year. And then it was a territorial report. 
That’s it. Completely opposite to today. 

But... what are the nations up to? They 
want to change the status of Jerusalem. God 
has given Jerusalem the status of a priestly 
city, a prophetic city, the city of the Great 
King who will return to Jerusalem and 
more precisely, to the Mount of Olives, as 
we’ve just read. And the nations do not 
like that status. They want to change that 
status. They want to internationalize and 
divide it, or whatever they have in mind. 
And that, in prophetic language, is changing 
the significance of the stone that God has 
set in Jerusalem. They want to change that 
stone. But God has said that whoever tries 
to put that stone, which is very heavy, in 
some other place, will be wounded. And 
that is exactly what is meant when it says 
in verse 9: ‘it shall be that day that I will 
seek to destroy all the nations that come 
against Jerusalem’. There will be judgment 
for peoples, tribes and nations who try 
to change the status that God has set as a 
cornerstone, as a boundary stone. Whoever 
tries to change that, will be injured. 

This is the context of time within which 
we are living. It is written in verse 10 that 
one day, in the middle of this End Time 
conflict, the spirit of grace and supplication 
will be poured out. The Holy Spirit will be 
poured out on the whole nations. On the 
surrounding nations and all nations. In a 
very special and unique way. And they will 
see Him whom they have pierced. And the 
fountain will open up, cleansing of sin and 
of unrighteousness. (Zechariah 13:1) It is 
the same fountain that cleanses us from our 
uncleanness. That is the blood of Jesus. 

But then the turmoil and conflict 
continues. And from what I understand in 
chapter 13, there is a cleansing within the 
Jewish people. I do not understand how 
100% of the Israeli population will be saved 
in an instant, but there will be a national 
revival and a collective salvation. Israel will 
have a future. Israel is the ONLY nation in 
the world that has a Biblical promise about 
an eternal future. All the other nations are in 
danger... are in question. We don’t know yet. 
Depending on how they treat Israel, they 

will have a future or their national identity 
will be wiped out. As it has been in the past 
with many nations. Many nations that were 
there in Biblical times are no longer there. 
They have been removed. That is judgment. 

Having a national identity in the redeemed 
way is a blessing dear friends! It is not easy 
sometimes for us as Europeans to grasp, but 
it is a blessing to live in peace with your 
national identity. As much as it is a blessing 
to have peace with your gender identity. To 
have peace about being a male of female 
is a blessing. It’s good. If you have peace 
within your family heritage its good and 
it’s a blessing. If you find peace in your 
national identity, it’s a blessing. If you do 
not have peace, it is difficult. I know what 
I’m talking about as a German. I came to 
these things in digesting our history and my 
personal connection with that history. It’s 
not nice to be restless about your identity on 
whatever level. So healing for the nations, 
that is spoken about in Revelations 22, is 
what I desire for my German people. I really 
do! And for all the peoples as far as I am 
concerned. But that will depend on how the 
German people treat Israel and the Jewish 
people both now and in the End Times.

The story ends when, as the nations 
gather around Jerusalem, Jesus himself will 
return and make an end to the battle. In the 
first part of chapter 14 we read about the 
judgment Jesus will bring  those nations 
into and in the second part of the chapter we 
read about Jesus’ redemptive acts as King in 
Jerusalem. That is the scenario. 

I am convinced that there is one New 
Testament reference, although not many 
see it and I’m not sure how you are going 
to handle it, but let’s go to Matthew chapter 
25. I think it’s evident where I’m heading 
to… The judgment of the nations in verse 
31-33: ‘When the Son of Man comes in His 
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then 
He will sit on the throne of His glory. All the 
nations will be gathered before Him, and 
He will separate them one from another, as 
a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats. 
And He will set the sheep on His right hand, 
but the goats on the left’. I think most of us 
are familiar with this parable but I also think 
most of us probably struggle with the full 
implication of this parable. At least, I did for 
quite a while. I really struggled with it and 
did not fully understand it. When reading 

through this familiar parable, it is quite easy 
to see it from the point of compassion for 
the weak, the poor, the naked, lonely and 
imprisoned.

Although I want to ensure you that none of 
that is irrelevant, I do want to suggest that it 
is not the complete meaning of the parable. 
In my understanding it is not even the core 
meaning. You see, many people, and even 
scholars, treat the contents of this parable 
of the goat and sheep on the same level as 
the parable of the Good Samaritan. They 
come to more or less the same conclusion 
by saying that the lesson Jesus taught in 
both the parables, is to be kind and love 
your neighbor as yourself. Yes, it is relevant 
and important but that is not all there is to 
it. Maybe it is not even the most important 
aspect. 

Why did Jesus start the way he did? 
Why did He start talking about the Son of 
Man’s  second coming in glory and all the 
holy angels with Him? That He will sit on 
his Throne of Glory which, in this instance, 
becomes a Throne of Judgment for those 
nations in question? This speaks about the 
second coming of Christ. That is a very clear 
indication you see. The  parables of the Ten 
Virgins and the “sheep” and “goat” nations 
have to be seen in the context of what is 
spoken about in chapters 23 and 24. There 
Jesus talks about the birth pangs of the End 
Times. Diseases, upheaval and all the thing 
you are familiar with. Then it continues 
with the two parables: what to expect and 
how to behave in the End Times. I suggest 
that in the parable of the Ten Virgins He 
speaks about individual behavior while 
the parable of the sheep  and goat nations 
refer to collective behavior. About how 
the nations should behave in End Times in 
view of the coming judgment, of the Valley 
of Jehoshaphat and in view of the Valley of 
Decision that is before them. 

You see, when the Bible speaks about 
judgment of the nations from all the Old 
Testament references it is absolutely clear 
that is almost always has to do with how 
the nations treat Israel. I am convinced that 
this parable of Jesus builds upon the Old 
Testament revelation in respect of Israel and 
the nations especially as far as the End Times 
and judgment of the nations are concerned. 
There is a whole line of Biblical revelation 
that starts with Genesis 12, in the context of 

Genesis 9 to 12, and it runs through the Old 
Testament.  Joel and Zechariah are the most 
prominent and explicit examples of this. 
You could go to almost any prophet and find 
indications within that context. 

Now, why should that not be relevant in 
New Testament times? The nations remain 
relevant right up to the end. Even to the last 
eon that we have knowledge of (Revelation 
22). Therefore, in my view, when talking 
about judgment in an End Time context, 
Jesus builds upon, and refers back to, the 
line of revelation and teaching of the Old 
Testament in respect of Israel and the nations 
of the Old Testament. 

Let me conclude. There is an immediate 
question that arises when we talk about 
these things. On the one hand the Bible 
speaks about all nations being judged or 
coming into the Valley of Jehoshaphat and 
on the other hand, it talks about “sheep” 
and “goat” nations which imply that there 
is an opportunity for being spared of the 
judgment. How does it then fit together? 
I would like to give you my own personal 
understanding and opinion and that is how 
it should be taken and evaluated: I believe 
that there is a representation of the family of 
nations that is called the UN. We have recent 
history about how the UN can become active 
militarily and a prime example would be the 
first war against Saddam Hussein after his 
invasion of Kuwait. That is the first time 
that there was not only a UN resolution or 
a resolution of the Security Council and 
then of the Plenum. It was the first time that 
the UN said that a resolution is not enough. 
That action must be taken. And then what 
happened next? The vote was cast. The 
next question was who should participate 
against Saddam Hussein and Iraq and I 
think 13 nations participated militarily.  My 
point is that individual nations will have a 
choice when it comes to the decision how 
to treat Israel, and in particular the question 
of Jerusalem. But it will take courage to 
go against the tide of world opinion. Will 
your nation have that courage when the 
time of decision comes?  And will you, 
as an individual Christian in your nation, 
have played your role in encouraging your 
government to stand on the side of God’s 
people and His holy city?

(Harald Eckert is Chairman of Christen an der Seite 
Israels, Germany)
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For hundreds of years, the Catholic 
Church believed that the sun orbits the 

earth. Whoever dared oppose this view was 
branded insane or a heretic.

Religious dogmas are not overturned by 
logic.  An argument between the believers of 
different faiths is rarely resolved by rational 
argument.  The prophet Habukuk says, “The 
righteous man lives by his faith.” (Today 
we say, “A man lives by his faith,” and by 
this we mean that every man has his own 
personal belief system, and all do not need 
to believe in one thing.)

But political positions are not matters 
of mystical faith.  They are supposed to be 
logical.  At their best they serve the interests 
of he who propounds them. Occasionally 
they fail because the analysis on which 
they are based is faulty. We can understand 
countries that demand Israel accept the 
program of “two states for two nations” 
because they think that the creation of a 
Palestinian state west of the Jordan River 
serves their interests.  If, Heaven forbid, 
such a state is established and as a result the 
State of Israel falls, their own interests will 
be hurt, but this will simply be one more 
political miscalculation in a history full of 
miscalculations.

We can even understand those who 
demand the creation of a Palestinian state 
alongside Israel because they are hostile 
to Israel and wish to help Arabs.  More 
than 3,500 years of recorded history bear 
witness to many attempts to destroy the 
people of Israel or to prevent its political 
independence.  Indeed, the first time the 
nation of Israel is mentioned in human 
history outside of the Bible is on the stele of 
the Pharaoh Merneptah on which is written, 
“Israel has been destroyed, its seed no longer 
exists.” They tried in the past, they’re still 
trying, and apparently they’ll continue to try.

However, when the demand to establish 
an independent Palestinian state comes 
not from an attempt to serve the speaker’s 
interests but rather as part of a “search for 
justice” or under an assumption that one is 
benefiting Israel, we can no longer relate 
to the demand with the tools of logic.  This 
is a sort of “religious dogma” that will be 
difficult if not impossible to contradict by 

reason.  The establishment of a Palestinian 
state will necessarily bring about the 
destruction of Israel.  Whoever blindly and 
closed mindedly repeats the mantra “two 
states for two nations” can apparently not 
understand this, just as the Popes in the 
Middle Ages could not be convinced that the 
sun does not orbit the earth.

The late Yitzchak Rabin said, “A 
Palestinian state can rise only on the ruins 
of the State of Israel.”  He understood that 
the Arabs desire to destroy Israel.  He 
was familiar with the geography and 
history of the Land of Israel and knew that 
a Palestinian state would always be an 
irredenta longing to take over Israel and 
inherit the land.

This writer is a doctor, and as a doctor I 
know that he who wrongly diagnoses a 
disease cannot hope to cure it.  The most 
widespread error made by those considering 
the conflict between Jews and Arabs in the 
Land of Israel lies in the diagnosis that it is 
a territorial dispute.  If it were a territorial 
dispute, it should be curable by a territorial 
compromise. (Dozens of such attempts 
have been made in recent centuries, and 
all of them have ended bloodbaths or war.) 
But he who recognizes even at the most 

basic level the attitude of Islam towards 
Jews and the status of the Land of Israel 
in Islam knows that for Islam the Land 
of Israel is a “Wakf” – holy land granted 
forever to Moslems.  Moslems are enjoined 
from recognizing rule by heretics – Jews or 
Christians – in this Wakf.  Thus, the Arabs 
can sign a political agreement, even a peace 
treaty, with the State of Israel but they will 
never recognize it as a Jewish state; and no 
such peace treaty will prevent them from 
fighting a war with Israel, whether from 
within or without, in order to turn it into a 
bi-national state and then, at a later stage, an 
Arab state.  The creation of an independent 
Palestinian state in the Land of Israel 
serves this purpose well.  This is exactly 
how Yassir Arafat defined his Theory of 
Stages.  So today, everyone who supports 
the establishment of a Palestinian state west 
of the Jordan River is trying to implement 
Arafat’s plan.  Anyone who believes that 
an Israeli withdrawal to the 1967 lines will 
resolve the conflict should remember that 

the Palestine Liberation Organization, which 
Arafat led, was founded not as a result of the 
Six Day War of 1967 but three years earlier, 
when Israel did not possess the territories of 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza; and the territory 
of that Israel is precisely the “Palestine” that 
the Arabs want to “liberate” as expressed in 
the name of the organization that Israel is 
now being asked to sign an accord with, in 
order to give it a state.

But why is the establishment of a 
Palestinian state west of the Jordan not only 
impossible for anyone who wants Israel to 
continue to exist, but also unnecessary?

Because there already is a Palestinian 
state, and it is Jordan.  Whoever supports 
the establishment of another Palestinian 
state, west of Jordan, supports the program 
of “three states for two nations.”  The 
Balfour Declaration of 1917 and the League 
of Nations’ decisions in Geneva in 1920 
and 1922 called for the establishment of 
a national home for the Jews and granted 
Britain a mandate in order to establish this 
Jewish National Home on both banks of 
the Jordan River.  The Arabs, who opposed 
this plan, initiated the first wave of terror 
in 1920-1921 and put political pressure on 
Britain, after which the British Secretary of 

State for the Colonies Winston Churchill 
visited the Land of Israel and then published 
the White Paper of 1922, by which he gave 
three-quarters of the Jewish National Home’s 
territory to the Arabs and established east 
of the Jordan the Emirate of Trans-Jordan, 
which eventually became the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan.  Thus, at that point, the 
Land of Israel had already been divided. 
An Arab state had been established, and all 
that remained to do was establish the Jewish 
state west of the Jordan.  But the Arabs of 
course were not satisfied with that partition, 
just as they rejected all proposed partitions 
afterwards, and they initiated another wave 
of terror, and following each successive 
wave of terror, another international 
commission arrived that again redrew the 
borders and repeatedly re-partitioned the 
country, leading only to bloodier attacks.

In any case, a Palestinian state rose in 
Jordan.  Seventy percent of its citizens are 
Palestinians. Jordan is Palestine, de facto and 

de jure.  Nonetheless, those who believed 
that the sun orbits the earth now say that one 
Palestinian state is not enough, and because 
the Palestinians are demanding another one 
west of the Jordan – if they are granted that 
state, peace will come to the Middle East.

Samuel Huntington in his book The 
Clash of Civilizations counted over 130 
armed conflicts around the world in the 
year 2000.  Approximately 95 percent 
of these were between Moslems and 
their neighbors.  Islamic borders are 
bloody.  Almost everywhere on the planet, 
Moslems are attempting to expand at the 
territorial expense of their neighbors.  The 
illness is global.  But for some reason the 
believers think that the conflict in the Land 
of Israel is local, of a different nature, and 
territorial concessions will resolve the 
conflict.  In like manner did many Europeans 
believe in 1938 that territorial concessions 
to Hitler would satisfy his hunger and bring 
peace.  For who could believe then that 
Hitler wanted to take over the world?  And 
who believes today that Islam wants to take 
over the world?  If only the Jews would give 
up their homeland, there would be peace.

Nonetheless, the solution of two states for 
two nations should indeed be accepted by 
everyone. Fortunately, the Jews have a state 
in Israel and the Palestinians have a state 
in Jordan.  If they don’t want a Hashemite 
king using a Bedouin minority to control 
70 percent of the population, they should 
change that regime.  But a Bedouin minority 
subjugating a Palestinian majority in Jordan 
should not be the reason for the creation 
of another state at Israel’s expense.  With 
worldwide assistance, the Palestinian 
refugees can easily be resettled in the 
expanses of Jordan, and energy and water 
sources, along with housing and employment, 
can be promoted with sums much smaller 
that those that have been invested by the 
world for over 60 years to maintain the 
refugees in appalling conditions in their 
camps. Settling refugees in Arab countries 
and mainly in Jordan will not completely 
resolve the conflict because, as noted above, 
this is fundamentally a religious conflict, 
and Islam will never accept Jewish rule in 
the land of Israel.  But this is a necessary 
humanitarian solution which will also diffuse 
many of the bombs that have exploded and 
continue to explode in the Land of Israel.

Perhaps after the refugee problem has been 
solved, and after the West stops funding the 
teaching of hatred and terror in UNWRA 
institutions and stops mouthing platitudes 
instead of resettling the refugees, maybe then 
we will see two sustainable states, Israel and 
Jordan, living side by side quietly.  Maybe 
then an Arab living in Ramallah as a citizen 
of the Palestinian-Hashemite State of Jordan 
can vote for the parliament in Amman and 
live peacefully in the Land of Israel.

But those who believe in the dogma of 
“two states for two nations” and intend 
to establish another Palestinian state west 
of the Jordan at the expense of Israel, step 
outside, look heavenward, they see the sun 
shining in the east, moving along the sky and 
setting in the west towards evening, and they 
know: The sun orbits the earth – and another 
Palestinian state is necessary to bring peace. 
It won’t help to tell these people the facts; 
facts would only confuse such people.

(MK Professor Arieh Eldad, M.D. is Chairman of the 
Hatikva Party)

The sun orbits the Palestinian State
By Professor Arieh Eldad

photo@Isranet
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During Pope Benedict XVI’s visit to 
Bethlehem recently, the pontiff did 

not address rampant Muslim persecution of 
Christians and stood by as Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas lied about the real reason 
behind local Christians fleeing.

In a major address, the pontiff strongly 
supported a Palestinian state. Perhaps he does 
not realize recent history demonstrates such 
a state may lead to increased persecution and 
endangerment of Palestinian Christians.

“Mr. President, the Holy See supports 
the right of your people to a sovereign 
Palestinian homeland in the land of your 
forefathers, secure and at peace with its 
neighbors, within internationally recognized 
borders,” Benedict said upon his arrival in 
Bethlehem, standing alongside Abbas.

In Bethlehem, where the Christian 
population has dropped from a majority to 
less than 20 percent, Benedict delivered 
a special message of solidarity to the 1.4 
million Palestinians isolated in the Hamas-
ruled Gaza Strip.

“My heart goes out to the pilgrims from 
war-torn Gaza: I ask you to bring back to 
your families and your communities my 
warm embrace, and my sorrow for the loss, 
the hardship and the suffering you have had 
to endure,” the pope said in his address at an 
open-air Mass in Manger Square.

“Please be assured of my solidarity with 
you in the immense work of rebuilding 
which now lies ahead, and my prayers that 
the embargo will soon be lifted,” he added.

By referencing the “war-torn Gaza” 
and necessary “rebuilding,” the pope was 
apparently fingering Israel’s recent 22-day 
confrontation with Hamas as the cause for 
“the suffering” Gazans “had to endure.”

He said nothing, however, of the suffering 
of Gaza’s 3,000 Christians since Hamas took 
over that territory in 2007. Benedict might 
well have decried the many bombings, 
shootings and other Islamist attacks against 
Gazan Christian establishments, the brutal 
murder of the territory’s only Bible-
store owner, or the regular intimidation 
and persecution of Christians there. His 
solidarity with Gazan Christians might have 
given them some much-needed strength.

Benedict, speaking from Bethlehem – 
the site of rampant Muslim persecution 
of Christians – did not once renounce the 
Islamic violence there, either. Instead, the 
pope stood beside Abbas as the Palestinian 
leader deceptively pointed to a concrete 
separation barrier in Bethlehem and blamed 
that barrier, as well as Israeli “occupation,” 
for the plight of Christians.

“In this Holy Land, the occupation still 
continues building separation walls,” Abbas 
said. “Instead of building the bridge that can 
link us, they are using the force of occupation 
to force Muslims and Christians to emigrate.”

It should be respectfully pointed out to the 
pope that Abbas was dangerously fabricating 
history. Actually, it was Abbas’ own Fatah 
party that is causing Christians to flee.

First, about the “wall.” Bethlehem is 
not surrounded by any wall. Israel built a 
fence, in 2002, in the area where northern 
Bethlehem interfaces with Jerusalem. A tiny 
segment of that barrier, facing a major Israeli 
roadway, is a concrete wall that Israel says is 
meant to prevent gunmen from shooting at 
Israeli motorists.

The fence was constructed after the 
outbreak of the Palestinian intifada, or terror 
war, launched after the late PLO leader 
Yasser Arafat turned down an Israeli offer 
of a Palestinian state, instead returning to 

the Middle East to liberate Palestine with 
violence. Scores of deadly suicide bombings 
and shooting attacks against Israelis were 
planned in Bethlehem and carried out by 
Bethlehem-area terrorists, including Abbas’ 
Fatah organization.

At one point during the period of just 30 
days in 2002, at least 14 shootings were 
perpetuated by Bethlehem cells of Fatah’s 
Al Aqsa Martyrs Brigades terrorists, killing 
two Israelis and wounding six.

Many times Muslim gunmen in the 
Bethlehem area reportedly took positions in 
civilian homes in the hilltops of Christian 
Beit Jala, which straddles Bethlehem. Beit 
Jala afforded the terrorists a clear firing line 
at southern sections of Jerusalem and at a 
major Israeli highway down below, drawing 
Israeli military raids and the eventual 
building of the security barrier there.

Is this barrier causing Bethlehem’s 
Christians to flee, as Abbas claimed today?

Simple demographic facts will answer this 
question. Israel built the barrier five years 
ago. But Bethlehem’s Christian population 
started to drastically decline in 1995, the 

very year Arafat’s Palestinian Authority took 
over the holy Christian city in line with the 
U.S.-backed Oslo Accords.

Bethlehem consisted of upwards of 80 
percent Christians when Israel was founded in 
1948, but since Arafat got his hands on it, the 
city’s Christian population dove to its current 
23 percent. And that statistic is considered 
generous since it includes the satellite towns 
of Beit Sahour and Beit Jala. Some estimates 
place Bethlehem’s actual Christian population 
as low as 12 percent, with hundreds of 
Christians leaving every year.

As soon as he took over Bethlehem, 
Arafat unilaterally fired the city’s Christian 
politicians and replaced them with Muslim 
cronies. He appointed a Muslim governor, 
Muhammed Rashad A-Jabar and unilaterally 
disbanded Bethlehem’s city council, which 
had nine Christians and two Muslims, 
reducing the number of Christians councilors 
to a 50-50 split.

Arafat then converted a Greek Orthodox 
monastery next to the Church of Nativity, 
the believed birthplace of Jesus, into his 
official Bethlehem residence.

Suddenly, after the Palestinians gained the 
territory, reports of Christian intimidation 
by Muslims began to surface, reports the 
pope would do well to note since they 
may foreshadow what is to come under a 
Palestinian state.

Christian leaders and residents in 
Bethlehem told me they face an atmosphere 
of regular hostility. They said Palestinian 
armed groups stir tension by holding militant 
demonstrations and marches in the streets. 
They spoke of instances in which Christian 
shopkeepers’ stores were ransacked and 
Christian homes attacked.

In the past, they said, Palestinian gunmen 
fired at Israelis from Christian hilltop 
communities, drawing Israeli anti-terror 
raids to their towns.

In 2002, dozens of terrorists holed up 
inside the Church of the Nativity for 39 days 
while fleeing a massive Israeli anti-terror 
operation. Israel surrounded the church area, 
but refused to storm the structure. Gunmen 
inside included wanted senior Hamas, 
Tanzim and Brigades terrorists reportedly 
involved in suicide bombings and shooting 
attacks. More than 200 nuns and priests were 
trapped in the church after Israeli hostage 
negotiators failed to secure their release.

Some Christian leaders said one of the 
most significant problems facing Christians 
in Bethlehem is the rampant confiscation of 
land by Muslim gangs.

“There are many cases where Christians 
have their land stolen by the [Muslim] mafia,” 
said Samir Qumsiyeh, a Bethlehem Christian 
leader and owner of the Beit Sahour-based 
private Al-Mahd (Nativity) TV station.

“It is a regular phenomenon in Bethlehem. 
They go to a poor Christian person with a 
forged power of attorney document, then 
they say we have papers proving you’re 
living on our land. If you confront them, 
many times the Christian is beaten. You 
can’t do anything about it. The Christian 
loses, and he runs away,” Qumsiyeh told me, 
speaking from his hilltop television station 
during an interview last year.

Qumsiyeh himself said he was targeted by 
Islamic gangs, his home firebombed after he 
returned from a trip abroad during which he 
gave public speeches outlining the plight of 
Bethlehem’s Christian population.

One Christian Bethlehem resident told 
me her friend recently fled Bethlehem 
after being accused by Muslims of selling 
property to Jews, a crime punishable by 
death in some Palestinian cities. A good 
deal of the intimidation, she added, comes 
from gunmen associated with PA President 
Mahmoud Abbas’ Fatah organization.

A February Jerusalem Post article cited the 
case of Faud and Georgette Lama, Christian 
residents of Bethlehem who said their land 
was stolen by local Muslims, but that when 
they tried to do something about it, Faud 
was beaten by gunmen.

One religious novelty-store owner I met 
recently told me Muslim gangs regularly 
deface Christian property.

“We are harassed, but you wouldn’t know 
the truth. No one says anything publicly 
about the Muslims. This is why Christians 
are running away.”

Meanwhile, Benedict’s call for a 
Palestinian state would bring complete 
PA control over more territory in which 
Christians reside. Thus, his call, if 
implemented, may well result in even 
more Christian deaths, persecution and 
intimidation.

(Aaron Klein is the Jerusalem bureau chief for 
WorldNetDaily.com and a columnist for the Jewish 
Press)

Pope in Bethlehem: A missed opportunity
By Aaron Klein

During his five-day visit to Israel the Pope went also to the Kotel (Western Wall) and the Temple Mount. 
At the Kotel he placed a traditional message between the stones and stood a few minutes on his own in 
contemplation.  Pope Benedict’s visit to Israel could not in any way be described as warm. This is because 
not so much of what he said at the various locations he visited, but rather what he did not say.  Former Chief 
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau, himself a Holocaust survivor and now Yad Vashem Council Chairman, was forthright 
on his criticism of the Pope, saying that he showed no remorse (for the Holocaust) and no apology for the 
murder of the Six Million Jews. Even this the Pope described as ‘the death of the Jews’.  Knesset Speaker 
Reuven Rivlin said that the Pope ‘glossed over the Shoah and the Pope failed to apologize for Catholic 
indifference during World War II. photo@Isranet
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Continued on page 9

“You’ll recognize me by the jagged scar 
running the length of my chin,” Chana 
Rosenthal said in the phone call that 
preceded our meeting. “It’s my constant 
memento from Dr. Mengele, may his name 
be blotted out for eternity. It happened 
the day I arrived at Auschwitz, when he 
ruthlessly shoved me forward and I fell. 
My chin split open when I hit the ground. 
I’ll never forget how he just stood there 
laughing.”

There were other sights and scenes from 
“those days” that would remain indelibly 
etched in Chana Rosenthal’s memory. The 
shabby barracks, the hard, cracked, wooden 
berths, which were shared by her barracks 
mates, and of course Ana. Ana the Jewish 
Kapo. Chana’s memories from “then” are 
her constant companions, day in and day 
out. She fights her own private war, trying 
to overcome them instead of letting them 
overcome her. She has her own method of 
warfare, which she employs to her general 
satisfaction. It entails replacing every 
evil and painful memory with a new and 
beautiful one -- new memories of the life she 
has built to permanently memorialize her 
survival of the most devastating period in 
Jewish history. Every birth, first of her own 
children, and subsequently of her children’s 
children, is her own private revenge, her way 
of doing battle. “It gives me the strength to 
keep on going,” she told me when we met. 
She waved a notebook before me, in which 
were duly recorded every single child and 
grandchild’s birthdays. “We try to get on 
with life to the best of our ability, and 
push those hellish memories to the farthest 
recesses of our minds. Sometimes it works 
and sometimes it doesn’t. Sometimes the 
images of the past just seem to have a 
mind of their own. Like that time at Sara’s 
engagement party. With no prior warning, 
that long repressed image rose up, sending 
shockwaves up and down my spine, turning 
my blood cold in my veins.”

Chana was almost shouting now. “It was 
by far the most painful and detestable of 
all of my memories from ‘then.’” She sank 
deep into her thoughts as if a veil of silence 
had descended upon her. Ten long minutes 
passed between us without a word being 
exchanged. She finished her soup, and only 
after wiping the corners of her mouth with 
her cloth napkin did she lift her eyes and 
meet my gaze. I discerned dampness in the 
corners of her eyes.

“I make it my business to attend every 
celebration of my entire extended family -- 
every engagement, wedding, bar mitzvah, 
bris, etc. I do my utmost to make sure I’m 
present. I do the same for all my close circle 
of friends from ‘there.’ We are a group 
of survivors, all from the same barracks, 
Number 267, from Auschwitz. We all make 
a point of keeping in touch, in general, 
but we also make a monumental effort to 
participate in every celebration that one of 
‘the group’ makes. This is our attempt at 
avenging ourselves on our barbaric captors. 
We stand together, unified in the message 
that we declare loud and clear: ‘We are still 
here today, and we will live on!’

“Whoever is hosting the affair always 
makes sure to mark our designated table 
with a sign in green ink. So when my dear 
friend Sara was making an engagement 
party for her eldest daughter in France, I 

felt very strongly that I wanted to be there. 
Despite the expense such a trip would entail, 
I insisted on attending, not willing to leave 
‘my place at the table’ empty.

“When I arrived at the hall, I wove my 
way through the throngs of people, in 
search of the designated table. I threaded 
my way between the many tables, nodding 
in response to the greetings sent in my 
direction. When I finally found our table, I 
sat down and proceeded to look around the 
hall, keeping an eye out for newcomers, 
and anticipating the others of our group. I 
remember well the cacophony of voices, the 
cries of good wishes, and the fluent French 
swirling all around, a sea of unfamiliarity. 
“As is my custom at every gathering, I 
scrutinized my fellow tablemates. There 
were constantly new/old faces that suddenly 
resurfaced, and I delighted in the discoveries 
each time. Although it’s hard to identify faces 
from so many years in the past, since decades 
had passed already since the liberation, I still 
have the habit of carefully studying the faces 
at every affair. So every new arrival to the 
hall merited a thorough inspection by me, as 
I searched for a hint of familiarity on each 
otherwise unfamiliar face.

“Suddenly I froze, riveted to my place. 
Before me stood Ana! An image that I had 
tried with all my might to erase from my 
memory. I looked at her again, and felt my 

heartbeat accelerate dangerously. It wasn’t 
easy to identify her positively after all those 
years, but the more I looked at her, the surer 
I was that indeed, beyond a shadow of a 
doubt, it was her!

“She felt my gaze on her, and when our 
eyes met, a flash of recognition sparked in 
hers. She gave me a look whose message 
was clear. It was a desperate plea not to 
reveal her identity to those present. “All at 
once I was hurled back into that world of 
‘then,’ a world which had rules and norms 
all of its own. No longer did I see the 
glowing bride. I didn’t hear the sounds of 
song and rejoicing that filled the hall. All I 
heard were the sounds of the past. I felt like 
I was choking.”

“Ana was our Kapo. She was the butt of 
our hatred. We couldn’t assimilate the fact 
that a Jew just like us, stemming from the 
very same hallowed roots as ours, could treat 
her fellow sisters with such abject cruelty. 
That pain cut deep, and was the source of 
the intense hatred that we felt towards her.

“We, all of us from Barracks 267, were 
terrified of her. We shook at the very sight of 
her, we trembled at the sound of her voice, 
but mainly we feared her beatings. When she 
would enter the barracks, locking the door 
behind her, tap-tapping her way across the 
floor with her shining black leather boots, 
with the gold buckles glinting in the dim 

light of the barracks, we quaked in fear.
“We girls used to encourage each other, 

banding together through the freezing nights 
and impossible conditions. We strengthened 
each other with words of comfort, hope and 
faith. Then she would come along, this Ana, 
and trample our threadbare hopes, the faith 
to which we clung in order to give us the 
strength to continue in that living hell. She 
ridiculed us mercilessly, looking for excuses 
to make our lives a bit more difficult. All of 
this was done just to find favor in the eyes of 
the Nazi overseer. She wanted to prove that 
she was on their side.

“I remember how I used to want to scream 
sometimes, ‘Why are you treating us like 
this? You’re our sister, a prisoner just like 
us! Your imprisonment is really even more 
severe than ours, as you are locked into 
your own world, with no one to share your 
bitter experience with, not a single friend 
with whom to share your troubles, and 
with whom to commiserate. You have no 
one. Why are you doing this to us and to 
yourself?’ Yet despite the fact that my eyes 
telegraphed this message to her, time and 
time again, and she understood the message, 
she paid it no heed. She chose to ignore the 
silent reproof.”

The question fell from my lips: “Did you 
just suffer in silence? You never did anything 
to put a stop to her?”

Chana stared at me. It seemed as if she 
were looking right through me, as if I didn’t 
exist. Seconds ticked by, and finally she 
seemed to be returning to the present.

“Suffer in silence? Absolutely not. I 
remember one particular evening, after Ana 
left, after her usual harsh inspection of the 
cleanliness of the barracks. “’I can’t take 
this any longer,’ Miriam burst out, her veins 
popping out of her thin neck.

“’How is it possible for someone to sink 
so low? Where is her Jewish heart?’ fumed 
Elka.

“I was the youngest of the group, so I kept 
quiet, trying not to get involved,” Chana 
said, closing her eyes in concentration, 
remembering.

“After considering all the possible 
options, a plan of action was decided upon. 
In the morning, when Ana would enter 
the barracks, everyone would attack her, 
wrapping her in a blanket, and then proceed 
to beat her. The girls slept fitfully that night, 
tense and nervous. They were up at the crack 
of dawn, ready to act.

“I hid under my bed, squeezing myself 
between the bed board and the floor. I listened 
carefully to the proceedings from my hiding 
place. I could hear the whispered murmuring 
of my barracks mates on the one hand, and 
Ana approaching, on the other. I wanted to 
run away, to escape the scene that was to 
come. Obviously, that was not an option.

“’You... you...’ someone found me 
hiding. ‘Don’t tell on us!’ She pierced me 
with a dangerous look. “As Ana entered 
the barracks, I trembled at the thought of 
the ramifications of this act. A choked cry 
escaped her. It is difficult for me to describe 
well what happened next, since I squeezed 
my eyes shut tight. The girls wrapped Ana 
in a blanket, so she wouldn’t be able to 
identify the attackers and instigators to the 
authorities. 

Reunion: A Holocaust Memoir
Suddenly I froze. Before me stood Ana, our Jewish Kapo,  
an image that I had tried with all my might to erase from my memory.

By Sara Pachter
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Only at the sound of heavy footsteps 
approaching the barracks did they finally 
let up and stop, leaving her moaning and 
sobbing on the floor. They hurried to their 
work posts.

“I don’t know why, but some merciful 
streak was aroused in me at the pathetic sight 
of her lying there so helpless on the floor. I 
went over to her. She was lying there, eyes 
open wide from shock, cringing from the 
pain of the beatings. I brought her a little 
water, and then I had to run to my work shift.

“A few hours later, we were called down. 
We stood there shaking, our bones rattling in 
our emaciated bodies. All feelings of hatred 
were gone; the moments of fear were long 
forgotten. The only thing that was left was 
this tremendous feeling of satisfaction. The 
pain was over; all that remained was this 
bittersweet sense of victory.

“Not one of us revealed anything. They 
interrogated us and beat us mercilessly, to no 
avail. In the end we were sent back to work 
without lunch. We felt sorry for ourselves, 
and our guilty consciences played havoc 
with us. Going without food was akin to 
death.

“That was the end of Ana the Kapo. We 
never saw her again, although we heard 
through the camp grapevine that they 
had moved her to a different section. And 
suddenly, out of nowhere, she was here! 
Standing right in front of me, at Sara’s 
daughter’s engagement party! It was like a 
slap in the face, to have her appear at one 
of those occasions that all of us survivors 
privately marked as our grand revenge 
against the Nazi beasts. She was part of 
‘them!’ How dare she join the celebration?

The Request

“I was in turmoil. Memories stormed my 
mind, clouding my vision until I couldn’t 
differentiate between what was reality or just 
a figment of my imagination. I felt the room 
spinning around me. Before I knew what 
was happening, she was next to me, standing 
there beside me. No longer a self-confident 
young girl, definite signs of age were 
noticeable on her. Her eyes were sunken; 
numerous wrinkles covered her face, which 
didn’t look as if they stemmed only from 
age. “’Hello, Chana,’ she said to me.

“I was silent. The pictures from the past 
were right before my eyes. I clearly saw 
her yelling and beating us mercilessly. I 
could see her degrading us and trampling 
our tender dreams and hopes for release. 
Everything rose up in front of my eyes, at 
that moment. It took me some time before I 
could bring myself to look at her.

“She seemed to understand what I was 
thinking and what I was going through, and 
she lowered her eyes in shame. A bright 
crimson stained her hollowed cheeks. And 
then suddenly she reached out and took my 
hand in hers, squeezing it tightly. A heart-
wrenching sob tore out of her throat.

“I pulled her out into the deserted hallway, 
to avoid unwanted attention. She just kept 
on sobbing pitifully. ‘You probably hate me! 
You resent me... I saw right away that you 
recognized me as soon as I walked in,’ she 
said, in between each shuddering sob.

“’No, I didn’t know it was you,’ I wanted 
to tell her, but I didn’t. I just held her. At 
that moment Ana appeared to me to be the  
most pitiful creature in the world. I felt sorry 
for her.

“We went out into the cold night. As we 
walked, she broke the silence with a request 
to me. ‘I have a favor to ask of you,’ she 
said, turning to me, her eyes still glinting 
from the copious tears she had shed. ‘I had 
a series of medical tests done last week, 

and it was decided that I need to undergo 
surgery. They found a growth in my brain. 
The procedure is scheduled for one week 
from today. It must be Divine intervention 
that caused me to meet up with you tonight, 
because I’m terrified to go by myself. Come 
with me, please.’

“I wanted to ask her why she was all alone 
in the world. I held my tongue though, and 
kept silent. I didn’t utter a sound, even as 
she continued to write her address on a slip 
of paper, and thrust it into my hand. When 
I pulled myself together a bit, I managed 
to mumble something to the effect that I 
would try to come to her the night before the 
operation. Then she was gone.

“The days that followed were difficult 
ones. I couldn’t concentrate on anything. I 
informed my family that I would be delayed 
in France for a few days longer than I had 
originally planned. I was glad that I was 
away, far from my home. At least, my 
children wouldn’t see me in such a state. I 
couldn’t have spoken to them about what I 
was going through, the doubts and indecision 
over what to do.”

“You doubted what to do?” I couldn’t 
resist interjecting.

“Yes and no. On the one hand I saw the 
gold buckle, her black boots, the harsh 
punishments she used to mete out to us 
young girls. It all came back to me. At the 
same time, my feelings of mercy had been 
aroused, and my thinking mind dictated that 
she had also been a prisoner like us.”

Chana paused in her narrative, rummaging 
around in her purse a moment. She drew out 
a photo. It was of her next to Ana, who was 
dressed in a white hospital gown. “The day 
before Ana was scheduled to be hospitalized 
for the surgery, I found myself traveling in 
the direction of the address she had given 
me. I didn’t see the bustling street, teeming 
with humanity. Everything appeared hazy 
to me, as if in a half reality. I went up the 
steps of her house, and noted the name on 
the door. She opened the door, appearing a 
bit dazed.

“The lighting in the house was weak, 
but I was able to discern a family portrait 
hanging opposite the entrance, on the wall. 
At her side, in the portrait, stood a man 
who appeared to be her husband, and two 
children were seated beside them, a boy and 
a girl.

“Ana waited beside me, watching as I 
tried to reconcile her present situation with 
the contrasting one in the picture.

“’They’re not here anymore. I’m all 
alone,’ she said. “My eyes were glued to the 

picture, as Ana’s hoarse voice continued, 
sounding eerily detached. ‘I also married 
a few years after the war. I too began to 
rebuild my shattered life. My conscience 
bothered me here and there over the years, 
but I consoled myself with the thought that 
had I not acted as I did, I would never have 
lived to memorialize my family. I was the 
sole survivor of my entire extended family.’ 
Ana’s voice caught, and she sat down 
heavily on a couch that had definitely seen 
better days. ‘But then... every member of my 
new family died in the most tragic fashion. 
Each one was worse than the next. I can’t 
explain why, but a sudden fear possessed me. 
I was obsessed with the thought that I was 
the cause of their deaths. That fear followed 
me wherever I went. I had no rest from it. 
The terrible feeling of guilt weighed on my 
shoulders. I finally sought the advice of the 
rabbi of my city. I unburdened myself to 
him, revealing everything. He and his wife 
enveloped me with warmth. They restored 
a bit of my will to live. At their suggestion, 
I began volunteering in an Old Age Home, 
to give a bit of warmth to those who are 
left with no one to care about them. In this 
way, I felt I was repenting for my sins and in 
some way erasing my guilt for the deaths of 
my family members.’ Ana waved a hand in 
the direction of the picture on the wall as if 
in a gesture of fond farewell.”

“How did you react?” I asked her.
“I listened to her. I hugged her, and I 

asked her where her suitcase was, to pack 
up her things for the hospital. I closed off 
my feelings for the moment. She gathered 
together everything she needed and put it all 
in a brown, worn, carry-all. In a separate bag 
she tenderly placed the picture of her family 
and various other objects. She held it out to 
me. ‘My bag of memories; please put it next 
to my bed in the hospital for me.’

“We left the house silently.” “The evening 
before the operation, I slept by her side in the 
hospital. In the middle of the night she woke 
up. ‘Chana, I’m so scared! I’m afraid of the 
operation. What if...?’ I tried to distract her 
from her troublesome thoughts, but to no 
avail. She continued as if I hadn’t interrupted 
her at all. ‘If I die, maybe my death will 
serve as atonement -- if not totally, at least 
in part -- for my terrible actions against you 
and the others. Please forgive me!’ Her eyes 
seemed to glow in the dark room. She broke 
down then and cried.

“I loved her so much at that moment. 
I felt as close to her as a sister. ‘My dear 
sister, dearest sister,’ I murmured through 
my own stream of tears. “As morning light 

streamed in through the windows we tried to 
pull ourselves together. The doctor who was 
supervising her case was much surprised 
to see such a sight. Two women way past 
their youth crying like two little girls, so 
emotionally overcome as he had not seen in 
any of his prior cases.

“’Are you her sister?’ he asked me.
“’Yes,’ I answered.
“’Don’t let go of my hand...’ Ana begged 

me. I didn’t let go of her until they were 
giving her the general anesthesia. ‘I have a 
bad feeling. I sense that something is going 
to go wrong, very wrong. Say you forgive 
me! Say it! Ask everyone to forgive me, to 
forgive Ana!’ she blurted out right before 
she fell asleep.

“’Go, rest up,” the nurse encouraged me. 
“Come back in a few hours. It’s a long and 
involved procedure. It will take time.’

“I refused to hear of it. I had promised 
my sister that I would remain at her side. ‘I 
will not desert my sister,’ I told her, while 
following her bed up until the doors of the 
operating room.”

“Were you aware of what you were 
saying?”

“Yes, of course. I knew exactly what I was 
saying. No, it didn’t sound strange to me at 
all. Ana had become like a sister to me, in 
those few hours that we had spent together.

“The hours passed slowly. The sharp 
medicinal smell of the hospital made me 
a little tipsy. I felt as if I were in a time 
capsule of sorts. I must have fallen asleep, 
eventually: I was exhausted from the 
sleepless night before. I awoke to find that 
someone had covered me with a woolen 
blanket.

“’Ana, Ana!’ I recalled where I was.
“I stopped a nurse who was passing 

through the hallway. I asked her to find out 
for me what had happened. There are many 
moments of my life that are indelibly etched 
on my mind, but that moment supersedes 
them all.

“A nurse and doctor approached me. 
‘Your sister... ‘ the nurse said, enunciating 
each syllable slowly, frighteningly slowly. 
‘Your sister did not wake up.’” Chana burst 
into tears right there, in the middle of the 
restaurant, as if she were even now sitting in 
the hospital in France.

“Ana asked for forgiveness! She didn’t 
stop begging to be forgiven. We forged a 
unique and close bond over such a short 
period of time. Here I am, years after this 
incident, and I still have a hard time bidding 
her a final farewell. Maybe now that I have 
shared the story with you, I’ll be able to 
find some relief from this burden that I have 
been carrying around for so long. If only I 
could retrieve some measure of peace of 
mind, whatever that means for a survivor of 
Barracks Number 267.”

Chana had finished her tale. She took two 
sips of water from her glass, wiped the tears 
from her eyes, retrieved her notebook, and 
glanced at her watch. “It’s late,” she said as 
she got up and left.

The next day, Chana phoned me. “I 
couldn’t sit there any longer. Everything 
came back to me,” she explained. “But, 
please, write it all down. Write it for the 
survivors of Barracks 267. They must know 
that Ana asked for their forgiveness.”

The deed is done.

(Chana Rosenthal survived the hell of Auschwitz. 
Her father and mother, her seven brothers and 
sisters and the rest of her relatives were murdered al 
Kiddush Hashem - sanctifying Heaven’s Name. After 
the Holocaust, she married a fellow survivor. They 
lived for some years in Israel, then emigrated to the 
United States. She merited to children who are Torah 
scholars who are now all married; most of them living 
in Israel. She now has many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren, sources of great nachas)

Continued from page 8

Wagon at Yad Vashem Holocaust Museum
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Many parts of the Church today hold the 
view that Israel is no longer of any 

importance in God’s purpose for mankind, 
and that her position as God’s chosen nation 
has been replaced by the Church. Is this a 
valid summation of what the Bible teaches? 
To arrive at an answer we must first establish 
the history of God’s purposes.

The Big Picture

God in his redemptive plan firstly chose 
a man and then a nation to represent Him 
here on earth. Actually, His first choice 
was Adam, but because of his disobedience 
to God, Abraham was chosen to become a 
source of blessing for the rest of humanity.

He chose to disobey God and then God 
chose Abraham (Genesis 12:1-3). Although 
Abraham came from an obscure background, 
God chose him simply because he was a 
person of faith. 

It is evident from this third verse “In you 
all the families of the earth shall be blessed”, 
that God’s grace was to be available to all 
mankind, Jew and Gentile alike. However, 
because of a wonderful thing called “faith” 
which Abraham exhibited, God made a 
promise to him and to his offspring both 
natural and spiritual that they should be 
God’s representatives here on earth (Genesis 
17:1-8). 

“As for Me, behold, My covenant is with 
you, and you shall be a father of many 
nations” (verse 4) “Also I give to you and 
your descendants after you the land of 
Canaan , as an everlasting possession; and 
I will be their God” (verse 8).

This was a covenant from God and  
the only requirement that God placed  
upon Abraham’s descendants was that  
they “should be circumsized in the flesh” 
(verse 11). 

1 Chronicles 17:21 states, “And who is 
like your people Israel, the one nation on the 
earth whom God went to redeem for Himself 
as a people?” So from these few Scriptures, 
and there are many many more (Zech. 2:8, 
Deut. 26:18, Ex. 19:5-6, Is. 49:6, etc), we 
can say that God chose Israel as a Nation 
to bring His redemptive purposes to a lost 
world.

Israel committed spiritual adultery and 
failed to walk by faith as God requested and 
so He imposed on them the Law. The whole 
intent and purpose of the law was to bring 
them to Christ. “The law was our tutor to 
bring us to Christ, that we might be justified 
by faith” (Galatians 3:24). The question then 
arises – as Israel collectively, naturally and 
spiritually has rejected Jesus as the Messiah, 
they are therefore still under the Law. Does 
this mean they are now devoid of being part 
of the purposes of God?

History

No nation or people on earth have gone 
through continuous trial and hardship and 
suffering like the Jews. The Old Testament is 
replete with God’s dealings with the Jews as 
He longs for them to return to them as their 
Father. There is no question that the Jewish 
nation have a very special place in God’s 
heart, “For he who touches you touches the 
apple of His eye” (Zech. 2:8). 

The message of the Old Testament is a 
very simple one. Though Israel has played 
the spiritual harlot with God, He has always 
longed for their restoration. The whole book 
of Hosea is a metaphor of this principle. 
Gomer is Hosea’s wife and represents 

Israel. She refuses to give up her adultery, 
but Hosea is commanded by God to go and 
seek her and buy her back. The promise is 
then made in Hosea 3:4-5 that the children 
of Israel will return and seek the Lord their 
God and that this will occur in the latter 
days - now. 

Right when God first established the law 
with Israel, He made a promise to them, 
“Yet for all that, when they are in the land of 
their enemies, I will not cast them away, nor 
shall I abhor them, to utterly destroy them 
and break My covenant with them” (Lev. 
26:44).

It is interesting to note that the persecution 
of the Jews has happened since time 
immemorial. It happened in BC168 under 
Antiochus Epiphanes when the temple was 
descecrated. The next major persecution 
happened from AD67 to AD70 under 
Vespasian and then his son Titus when the 
temple was finally destroyed and Israel 
dispersed across the nations of the world. 
And in our day we have seen six million 
Jews eliminated during the Holocaust under 
Hitler. Interesting to note that both the seige 
of Jerusalem in AD67 to AD70, and Hitler’s 
Final Solution (November 1941 to April 
1945) both lasted three and a half years.

As you go through early Church literature 
and history, we find that some of the 
leading Patristic Fathers such as Irenaeus, 
Augustine and Justin Martyr all held a 
view based on Malachai 1:10-12 that the 
Jews no longer had any value or purpose in 
God’s redemptive plan. It is also interesting 
that this belief led to the establishment of a 
Levitical Priesthood in Church Ecclesiology 
and the elimination of the doctrine of 
the Priesthood of all believers. Thus the 
Church of Rome was empowered. We 
should also note that the views of the early 
Church Fathers mentioned above helped to 
keep anti-semitism alive until its ultimate 
flourishing during the Third Reich. Luther’s 
stance, which was similar to Augustine’s, 
also contributed to the development of 
anti-semitism in Germany.

What Does Scripture Teach?

We have already laid out that God’s 
covenant recorded in the Old Testament 
was irrevocable. The prophet Jeremiah has 
a great statement in chapter 31 when he 
prophesies that God is going to make a New 
Covenant with the House of Israel and the 
House of Judah ie. all the Jews. This is what 
He says, “Not according to the covenant 
that I made with their fathers in the day that 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt, My covenant which they 
broke, though I was a husband to them, says 
the Lord. But this is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel after those 
days, says the Lord; I will put My law in 
their minds, and write it on their hearts; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be My 
people.” Verse 36 then carries on and says 
“If those ordinances depart from before Me, 
says the Lord, then the seed of Israel shall 
also cease from being a nation before Me 
forever.” 

The ordinances referred to simply mean 
when the moon and the stars disappear from 
the sky then God’s promises to be Israel will 
be finished. In other words, they will cease 
when Jesus returns the second time. So from 
these verses (and there are many others), 
we can safely say that God’s purposes with 
Israel last until eternity. 

Many of the commentators who believe 
that Israel has no importance in God’s New 
Testament redemptive plan have to grapple 
with the truth that Paul writes in Romans 
11. In verse 1 he says “Has God cast away 
His people? Certainly not! For I also am 
an Israelite, of the seed of Abraham, of the 
tribe of Benjamin. God has not cast away 
His people whom He foreknew.” This is a 
bold New Testament statement. God still has 
purposes for Israel. 

It is a remarkable thing that in our day 
we have seen the nation of Israel restored 
again on the world scene. Any person who 
says that this is a spiritual non-event has to 
be an ostrich with their head in the sand. 
There are many prophecies that foretell the 

re-establishment of the nation of Israel as a 
pre-cursor to the second coming of Christ. 
No other nation in the history of the world 
has been re-established after being dispersed 
from their country and losing their identity 
as a nation. 1948 truly marked a miracle of 
God. It came out of immense and intense 
suffering by the Jewish people. Adultery 
always has its price. 

They will not be dispossesed again 
from the land as Amos 9:15 promises, “I 
will plant them on their land, and they 
shall never again be uprooted.” Thus in 
these New Testament times we see God’s 
redemptive purposes being outworked 
before our eyes.

Paul goes on further in Romans 11 to talk 
about the Gentiles as being a wild Olive 
tree being grafted into the root of a Jewish 
cultivated Olive tree. Now important verses 
in this passage are verses 19 & 20 where it 
says, Then you will say, “Branches were 
broken off so that I might be grafted in. That 
is true. They were broken off because of their 
unbelief, but you stand fast through faith. So 
do not become proud, but fear.”

Some commentators will take this to mean 
that all Israel is in unbelief and thus outside 
of salvation as opposed to the Gentiles who 
stand by faith. But I would contend that 
there are many Jewish people today who 
are saved by faith in Jesus Christ. In the Old 
Testament salvation was by faith when the 
Israelites kept the Law they were saved by 
their faith in the Law to save them. It was a 
continuous process which culminated every 
year with the sacrifice of the High Priest 
in the Holy Place. It was their faith in his 
sacrificial ministry in the Holiest of Holies 
that granted them salvation. 

Blindness in part

Today, we who are Christians, have the 
privilege of being grafted into that original 
Olive tree which denotes salvation by God 
in Christ. 

God’s love relationship with Israel
By Terry Calkin
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President Barack Obama has already 
placed the Middle East at the very top of 

his foreign policy agenda. There is nothing 
inherently wrong with this - quite the 
contrary. The problem, however, is that the 
new administration’s ambitious negotiations 
remain structured upon altogether erroneous 
assumptions. In this connection, the gravest 
continuing misrepresentation of all is 
that there are Arab lands under an Israeli 
“occupation.”

Today, as always, words matter. Over the 
years, a notably durable Arab patience in 
building “Palestine” upon whole mountains 
of Jewish corpses has drawn directly upon 
a prior linguistic victory. Yet, the still 
generally unchallenged language referring 
provocatively to an Israeli “occupation” 
always overlooks the pertinent and logically 
incontestable history of the West Bank 
(Judea/Samaria) and Gaza.

Perhaps the most evident omission still 
concerns the precise and unwitting manner 
in which these “Territories” fell into Israel’s 
hands in the first place. Here it is simply and 
widely disregarded that occupation followed 
the multi-state Arab state aggression of 
1967. Egypt Syria or Jordan, of course, 
never disguised this aggression.

A sovereign state of Palestine did not exist 
before 1967 or 1948. Nor, did UN Security 
Council Resolution 242 ever promise a 
state of Palestine. Contrary to popular 
understanding, a state of Palestine has never 
existed. Never. Even as a non-state legal 
entity Palestine ceased to exist m 1948 when 
Great Britain relinquished its League of 
Nations mandate. During the 1948-49 Israeli 
War of Independence (a war of survival 
fought because the entire Arab world had 
rejected the authoritative United Nations 
resolution creating a Jewish State), the West 
Bank and Gaza came under flagrantly illegal 
control of Jordan and Egypt, respectively. 
These Arab conquests did not put an end to 
an already-existing state or to an ongoing 
trust territory. What these aggressions did 
accomplish was the effective prevention, sui 
generis, (Being the only example of its kind; 
unique) of a state of Palestine.

Let us return to an earlier history. From 
the Biblical Period (ca 1350 BCE to 586 
BCE) to the British Mandate (1918 - 
1948), the land, named by the Romans 
after the ancient Philistines was controlled 
only by non-Palestinian elements. 
Significantly, however, a continuous chain 
of Jewish possession of the land was legally 
recognized after World War I at the San 
Remo Peace Conference of April 1920. 
There, a binding treaty was signed in which 
Great Britain was given mandatory authority 
over Palestine (the area had been ruled by 
the Ottoman Turks since 1516) to prepare it 
to become the ‘national home for the Jewish 
People. ‘Palestine’, according to the Treaty 
comprised territories encompassing what 
are now the Jordan and Israel, including the 
West Bank and Gaza.

Present day Israel comprises only 22 
percent of Palestine as defined and ratified 
at the San Remo Peace Conference. In 1922, 
Great Britain unilaterally and without any 
lawful authority split off 78 percent of the 
lands promised to the Jews - all of Palestine 
east of the Jordan - and gave it to Abdullah, 
the non-Palestinian son of the Sharif of 
Mecca. Eastern-Palestine now took the name 
Transjordan, which it retained until April 
1949, when it was renamed as Jordan. From 
the moment of its creation, Transjordan 
was closed to all Jewish migration and 

settlement - a clear betrayal of the British 
promise in the Balfour Declaration of 1917, 
and a patent contravention of its Mandatory 
obligations under international law.

On July 20, 1951, a Palestinian Arab 
assassinated King Abdullah for the latter’s 
hostility to Palestinian aspirations and 
concerns. Regarding these aspirations, 
Jordan’s ‘moderate” King Hussein - 19 
years later, during September 1970 - 
brutally murdered thousands of defenseless 
Palestinians under his jurisdiction. In 1947, 
several years prior to Abdullah’s killing, the 
newly-formed United Nations, rather than 
designate the entire land west of the Jordan 
River as the long-promised Jewish national 
homeland, enacted a second partition. 
Curiously, because this second fission 
again gave complete advantage to Arab 
interests, Jewish leaders accepted the painful 
judgment.

As readers of The Jewish Press already 
know all too well, the Arab states did not. 
On May 15, 1948, exactly 24 hours after 
the State of Israel came into existence, 
Azzam Pasha, Secretary General of the 
Arab League, declared to a tiny new country 
founded upon the ashes of the Holocaust: 
“This will be a war of extermination and a 
momentous massacre.” This unambiguous 
declaration of genocide has been at the 
core of all subsequent Arab orientations 
toward Israel, including those of ‘moderate’ 
Fatah. Even, by the strict legal standards 
of the Convention on the Prevention and 
Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, Arab 
actions and attitudes toward the microscopic 
Jewish state in their midst, has remained 
patently devoted to the annihilation of 
Israel. For some reason, this persistence 
has repeatedly been made to appear benign. 
However, President Obama and Senator 
Mitchell now have a clear obligation to look 
behind these propagandistic appearances.

In 1967, almost 20 years alter Israel’s 
entry into the community of states, the 
Jewish state, as a result of its unexpected 
military victory over Arab aggressor states, 
gained unintended control over West Bank 
and Gaza. Although the inadmissibility 
of the acquisition of territory by war is 
properly codified in the UN Charter, there 
existed no authoritative sovereign to whom 
the Territories could be returned. Israel 
could “hardly have been expected to transfer 

them back to Jordan and Egypt, which had 
exercised unauthorized and terribly cruel 
control since the Arab-initiated war of 
“extermination” in 1948-49. Moreover, the 
idea of Palestinian “self-determination” had 
only just begun to emerge after the Six-Day 
War, and, significantly, had not even been 
included in UN Security Council Resolution 
242, which was adopted on November 22, 
1967.

For their part, the Arab states convened 
a summit in Khartoum in August 1967, 
concluding “no peace with Israel, no 
recognition of Israel, no negotiations with 
it.” The Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) was formed three years earlier, 
in 1964, before there were any Israeli 
‘Occupied Territories.’ Exactly what was 
it, therefore that the PLO sought to liberate 
between 1964 and 1967? This critical 
question should now be considered by 
Barack Obama’s special envoy to the region, 
Senator George Mitchell.

This has been a very brief account of 
essential historic reasons why the so-called 
‘Palestinian Territories’ are not occupied by 
Israel. Several other equally valid reasons 
stem from Israel’s intrinsic legal right to 
security and self-defense. As I have said 
so often in this column, international law 
is not a suicide pact. Because a Palestinian 
state would severely threaten the very 
existence of Israel- a fact that remains 
altogether unhidden even in the Arab media 
and governments - the Jewish State is under 
no binding obligation to-end a falsely 
alleged ”occupation.” No state, not even a 
Jewish one, can ever be required to accept 
complicity in its own dismemberment.

No doubt, both President Obama and 
Senator Mitchell want to be fair and 
even-handed in their developing plans for 
the Middle East. To meet this obligation, 
however, it is essential that they first build 
all pertinent negotiations upon a firm 
foundation of historical accuracy and 
ethical truth. This means, at a minimum, the 
aspiring US peacemakers must familiarize 
themselves with correct history, and not 
simply allow themselves to be swallowed up 
with their many predecessors in ritualistic 
dogma and empty platitudes.

(Louis Rene Beres was educated at Princeton, 
Ph.D, 1971, and is a long-time expert in 
international relations and international law)

The history of “Palestine”
By Louis Rene Beres

In Romans 11:25 Paul carries on to say 
that “blindness in part has happened to 
Israel until the fullness of the Gentiles has 
come in”. The fullness of the Gentiles comes 
when Jesus returns (Matthew 24:29-31). 
This blindness in part is the inability to see 
Jesus as the Messiah. 

In 2 Corinthians 3, Paul gives a great 
expositionary commentary on Exodus 34. 
When Moses comes down from the mountain 
after he had been talking with God, the skin 
of his face shone so bright with the glory of 
God that the Israelites had to have a veil on 
Moses so they could look at him. 

Paul draws a parallel with the current state 
of Jewish believers today regarding Christ. 
Verse 14 states, “But their minds were 
blinded. For until this day the same veil 
remains unlifted in the reading of the Old 
Testament, because the veil is taken away in 
Christ.” 

Despite Paul’s boldness, Israel’s minds, 
which were hardened in Moses’ day, remain 
so to this day. This is evidenced by the fact 
that that same veil remains unlifted in Paul’s 
day whenever Moses is read.

This raises an open question as to how 
God currently views the Jews. Fortunately 
this is God’s problem and not our own. 
But what we can say is that Israel holds a 
very special place in God’s economy. We 
can say this with assurance based on two 
incontravertible facts: 1) God never resiles 
from His promises (Psalm 89:3-4). In 1 
Chron. 17:22 it says, “For you have made 
Your people Israel Your very own people 
forever and you, Lord, have become their 
God.” 2) The establishment of Israel again 
in 1948 to her Promised Land is a fulfilment 
of the promise in Romans 11:1 “Has God 
cast away his people Israel? Certainly not!”

The apostle Paul in this same chapter 
warns the Church against pride and 
arrogance in their being grafted into the 
Olive tree of salvation. We must be careful 
about thinking that the Church is now the 
sole beneficiary of all God’s purposes and 
promises and in our smugness cast away 
Israel. In doing so, we in our human wisdom 
and pride, assume the position of God and 
ignore that the foolishness of God is wiser 
than the greatest wisdom of man. 

Full Salvation

To no other nation is the promise of full 
salvation made as it is made to Israel in 
Romans 11:26 which speaks of the time of 
the Second Coming of Christ “and so all 
Israel shall be saved.” 

This is a reiteration of the promise that the 
prophet Zechariah speaks of in Zech12:10, 
“And I will pour on the house of David and 
on the inhabitants of Jerusalem the Spirit of 
grace and supplication; then they will look 
on Me whom they pierced. Yes, they will 
mourn for Him as one mourns for his only 
son, and grieve for Him as one grieves for 
a firstborn” and also in Zech 13:1 “On that 
day there shall be a fountain opened for 
the house of David and the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and for 
uncleanness.” 

It is also repeated in the last few poignant 
chapters of Isaiah where the millennial 
triumph of Christ and the restoration of 
Israel is foretold. The promise is made to 
Israel Is. 61:7, “Instead of your shame you 
shall have double honour” Is 62:12, “And 
they shall call them The Holy People, the 
Redeemed of the LORD.” 

If you want to interpret what is going on in 
the world at the moment keep your spiritual 
eyes on Israel – the apple of God’s eye. 

(Terry Calkin is senior pastor Greenlane Christian 
Centre, Auckland, New Zealand)
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President Nicholas Sarkozy of France:

It is with great respect that we write 
you regarding undivided Jerusalem, capitol 
of the Jewish State of Israel. This is a 
matter of utmost importance to all Jews, 
including those valued citizens of France. 
As someone intensely proud of your Greek 
Jewish relatives who fought in the French 
Resistance during World War II, you 
should have more than a passing interest 
in this matter. Your position on the status 
of Jerusalem and the mass deportation of 
Israeli citizens from both Judea and Samaria 
ignores both G-d’s covenant with his people 
and the legal mandate of the San Remo 
Conference of 1920 that defined the Jewish 
Homeland under the auspices of League of 
Nations.

The Jewish people have lived in the land 
of Israel for more than 3500 years. After the 
brutal destruction of the Jewish republic in 
135 C.E. by the Roman Emperor Hadrian, 
the Jewish people had no sovereignty, 
until the establishment of the State of 
Israel in May, 1948 under the UN partition 
plan. For two thousand years, we lived as 
despised second class subjects under the 
sufferance and degradation of Christian 
rulers in Europe. We have been murdered, 
burned and tortured in the tens of millions, 
culminating in the Shoah. Six Million 
Jewish men, women and children, including 
many French citizens were murdered during 
the Holocaust. Our people were fed to the 
lions, our women were raped and many were 
forced to convert to Christianity. Our people 
were placed in prisons for crimes that they 
did not commit. Blood libel accusations 
were leveled against our people. Tens of 
thousands of Jews were murdered in the 
Crusade periods and hundreds of thousands 
were expelled from Spain, as a result of the 
Reconquista in 1492 and the Portuguese 
expulsion in 1497.

France, starting with Napoleon in the 19th 
Century was a beacon of enlightenment, 
freedom and liberty for Jewish citizens 
and protected many Jews in the Ottoman 
Empire.

Islam propelled by the Quranic doctrines 
of the Prophet Mohammed, the self styled 
messenger of Allah, arose in a bloody Jihad 
against Jews and Christians 1400 years ago. 
His successor, the Caliph Omar had the 
audacity to build the Al Aksa mosque on 
the holiest place significant to our people, 
the Temple Mount. The Jihad and hatred 
of Jews inherent in Islam has persisted and 
is the basis for threats to extinguish the 
Jewish State of Israel. Jews are despised by 
Muslims including those in France as the 
‘sons of apes and pigs’.

Given this history of Jewish persecution 
and hatred, the Christian West and the 
Muslim believers thought that Judaism was 
finished. G-d however, had different plans. 
The Jews returned after the Shoah to our 
ancestral homeland. Jews returned from the 
far reaches of the Diaspora-Europe, America, 
India, and the Arab Middle East- to build a 
Jewish nation. Jews are there to stay!

The most important issue for all Jews, 
especially the citizens of Israel is Jerusalem! 
Do you really think we have any obligation 
to divide Jerusalem after its re-unification 
as a result of the 1967 Six Days of War? 

Do you think it will appease Palestinians or 
those irredentist Israel Arabs in their quest 
to establish a state in Israel’s midst? Would 
you like to see Paris and other major cities 
in France divided into self governing ‘no 
go zones’ just to appease the significant 
minority Muslim community? As a former 
Interior Minister involved in combating 
Muslim extremists burning their districts 
and murdering French Jewish citizens you 
should know better.

In 1935 Hitler annexed the disputed 
Saarland occupied by France under the 
Treaty of Versailles as a security zone. 
France did nothing. If anything, it gave 
Hitler the appetite for more acquisitions. 
As his aggression grew, Austria and 
Czechoslovakia, the latter at Munich in 
1938, were swallowed up by the relentless 
Nazis. France still wanted to preserve the 
peace. However, peace was nowhere to be 
found! British Prime Minister Chamberlain 
also stated “I have saved the peace” just as 
Hitler and his murderous machine marched 
into Poland. In 1940, Hitler demanded the 
return of Alsace-Lorraine to Germany. Vichy 
France allowed Germany to annex it for the 
sake of peace. Peace did not come.

If for the sake of peace we capitulate to 
the Palestinian Hamas terrorist regime in 
Gaza and the corrupt PA regime in Ramallah 
that refuses to recognize the Jewish State of 
Israel, then Muslims in France and many 
European countries could separate from their 
host countries.

Did President Abraham Lincoln allow 
the South to split the Union? No! In a 
devastating Civil War a unified America was 
preserved.

Should Russia have allowed Chechnya to 
separate? Should Sri Lanka have permitted 
the Tamil Tigers in a 25-year civil war 
to form a separate state? The answer is a 
resounding, no.

Should England allow London to split, just 
because there are Muslims who want their 
own capitol under Islamic Sharia Law? As 
President of France would you tolerate the 
formation of self-governing Muslim districts 
in Paris, Lyon or Marseilles?

So too for Jerusalem. Jerusalem was a 
Jewish capitol long before any other nation 
conquered or occupied it. For the past 
3000 years Jerusalem has been the center 

of the Jewish World. Either it was a Jewish 
capitol or it lay dormant or destroyed until 
our people returned. This is G-d’s statement 
to the world! “Jerusalem is my capitol and 
must remain in the hands of the Jewish 
people.”

The second issue you raised at the Israeli 
Knesset was the return of Arab refugees to 
Israel. Every conflict creates refugees. (WW 
I, WW II, and other wars). Those refugees 
were resettled. The UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR) has resettled tens 
of millions of refugees from all conflicts, 
save that between Israel and Arab invaders 
whom the Jewish state had defeated. The 
UNHCR gave refugees new passports that 
enabled them to start a new life. Did you 
notice that the only refugees who were not 
allowed to resettle in new countries were 
the Arab refugees in the UNWRA program 
that France, the US and many other Western 
countries subsidize as ‘donors’? Jordan, 
Egypt, Syria, Lebanon, and many other 
Arab nations, did not allow their brothers 
and sisters to settle in theircountries. Instead 
these Arab refugees languished in UNWRA 
camps denied basic civil and human rights 
by their Arab host countries. Why? Because 
these Arab countries never wanted to resettle 
Arab refugees. They wanted the plight of 
the Arab refugees to live on forever. In this 
way, the refugees were kept in inhumane 
conditions. Such suffering which the Arabs 
inflicted on their brothers and sisters helped 
strengthen their embittered attitude toward 
Israel and perpetuated the Arab Israeli 
conflict for decades. The first Prime Minister 
of Israel, David Ben Gurion, called upon the 
Arab refugees to return to their homes. Some 
did return but the majority did not under the 
delusion that Arab armies would re-conquer 
their lost lands.

At the same time, the Arabs evicted 
and expelled 900,000 Jews from Arab 
countries, among them Yemen. Jews have 
lived in Yemen for 2600 years, long before 
Moslems ever existed. We did not hear 
you mentioning their rights. Is it because 
they are Jews and thus are not entitled to 
international protection or reparations for 
lost property, assets, and most importantly, 
their lives?

The world has become accustomed to 
hateful attitudes toward the Jewish people 
resulting in systematic genocide. The 

Muslim world feels they can do without the 
Jews. Is that the reason that 900,000 Jews 
were expelled from Mizrahi lands?

What about the remnants of millions of 
Jews systematically murdered during the 
Shoah? Witness the pogrom that killed 
Polish Jews in Kielce, Poland in 1946, when 
they attempted to return to their homes.

You came to Israel a land that was the 
haven for Holocaust survivors, the remnant 
of the “Shoah”, Mizrahi refugees from 
Arab lands and émigrés from the Diaspora. 
Yet, you stood in the well our Knesset in 
Jerusalem and said that Israel should divide 
our eternal capital. In the same breath, you 
expect Israel to accept countless numbers of 
Arab refugees, while you did not say a word 
about helping Jewish refugees.

Six million of our people, your people, 
were exterminated during the Shoah by the 
Germans and their helpers: French Vichy 
Fascists, Poles, Ukrainians, Hungarians, 
Austrians, Bosnian and Kosovar Muslims, 
I’m sorry to say that even your revered 
predecessor, President Charles de Gaulle 
gave sanctuary to Hitler’s house guest, the 
infamous Grand Mufti of Jerusalem, the Haj 
Amin al Husseini. Husseini was the sponsor 
of Muslim Waffen SS units that hunted 
down and killed hundreds of thousands of 
Jews and Serbs in the Balkans.We cry out 
just thinking of the magnitude of the crimes 
against our people in the last 2000 years in 
Europe.

Thus, we find it galling that you, as 
President of France with Jewish forbearers 
are telling fellow Jews in Israel to remove 
their citizens by force just like Vichy France 
did in WW II. You do all this while having 
the temerity of professing friendship with 
the Jewish State of Israel. You are publicly 
concerned about Iran. What will you do to 
protect Israel from a nuclear-armed Iran? 
May I remind you, that it was former French 
President Chirac who supplied the nuclear 
reactor to the late Iraqi dictator, Saddam 
Hussein. Israel’s pilots took out the Osirak 
reactor near Baghdad in June, 1981. World 
opinion chastised Israel, only later to thank it 
for this preemptive life saving action. France 
was among the first to condemn Israel after 
the bombing of the reactor in Iraq.

M. President Sarkozy, our hope is that 
this letter will embolden you to support a 
United Jerusalem. You can help the peace 
process by assisting in the absorption of 
Palestinian Arab refugees in Arab lands 
and by supporting the increase of Jewish 
homes in Israel. Arabs who reside in Israel 
are welcome to stay and contribute to the 
country, but not assist in treasonous acts to 
destroy it.

May the memory of your grandfather z’l 
(of blessed memory) spur you to reconsider 
your statements and become a leader in 
support of Jewish Israel in the ancient 
homeland of God’s covenant with his 
people.

Respectfully,

Rabbi Israel Vana, Arnold Pock and Jerry 
Gordon

(Rabbi Vana is spiritual leader of B’nai Israel 
Synagogue, Pensacola, Florida, Dr. Arnold Pock 
and Jerry Gordon are co-editors of the synagogue’s 
newsletter, The Shofar’s Voice)

Open Letter to Nicolas Sarkozy, President,  
The Republic of France
By Rabbi Israel Vana, Dr. Arnold Pock and Jerry Gordon

French President Nicolas Sarkozy and Israel President Shimon Peres at the Presidential Residence,  
January 2009)              photo@Isranet
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A nation’s integrity doesn’t rest in its military, or its 
economy or even its self-interest. These are all 

dependent on its core ideology or belief system. Without 
that, even the strongest and most secure of nations is nothing 
more than a paper tiger waiting for a breeze to blow it over.

A nation’s core ideology must answer three questions:
1. This is who we are  2. This is why we are here  3. This 

is what we plan to do in the future.
Like virtually every Western country, Israel’s own core 

ideology, Zionism, has all but withered away.

Virtually every major party in Israel is either post-Zionist, 
pre-Zionist or anti-Zionist. The major governing parties, 
Likud, Labor and Kadima, have become post-Zionist parties, 
occasionally dressing up in the flag and cloaking their agenda 
in the colors of Zionism. This leaves the pre-Zionist Haredi 
religious parties such as Shas and UTJ (which paradoxically 
would not exist were it not for Zionism), concerned only 
with sustaining their own particular communities from the 
treasury. And of course the left wing and Arab Anti-Zionist 
parties such as Meretz, Shinui or Balad.

Israel’s crisis is not a military crisis or even a demographic 
crisis. Both are solvable problems, to which the solutions are 
fairly apparent. Israel’s crisis is a crisis of faith. A crisis of 
its core ideology, Zionism.

The great struggle between the conservative Herut and 
the socialist movements, transmuted into the clash between 
Labor and Likud, has become irrelevant, as Labor and Likud 
have lost any real ideology or principles. Sharon understood 
this reality and employed it to demolish both, creating 
Kadima out of the rubble, a party based purely on corruption 
and greed, devoid of any ideology or principles.

Labor’s principles were devoured by decades of its own 
corruption, while the Likud lost its principles by failing to 
pass them on to the next generation. The link between Herut 
and Likud exists now only as a fiction. The middle aged 
Likudniks might be able to tell you who Jabotinsky was, and 
might even know what he stood for. The younger generation 
is lucky if they can recognize his name.

Labor meanwhile remains as the public face for a 
network of corruption carried through by the state’s 
socialist institutions, some now privatized. Both Likud and 
Labor now stand on the brink of irrelevance. They are not 
post-Zionist so much out of ideology, as out of a lack of 
ideology. Sharon’s creation of Kadima took into account that 
the bulk of Labor and Likud MK’s had come to represent 
nothing more than corruption and greed. So he created a 
party just for them. Kadima, the party of post-Zionism.

How have we fallen so low?
The answer lies in a dilution of the meaning of Zionism, 

from a plan to build a thriving Jewish state in Israel, to 
fighting for its survival within increasingly shrinking borders. 
Israel now approaches the 1967 borders. Once it reaches 
those borders, the next stage will be the dismantling of Israel, 
perhaps to the borders of the proposed UN compromise.

Today what most people associate with Zionism is 
fighting for Israel’s right to live. But fighting to live is not 
an ideology; it’s a desperation strategy. If you must fight to 
live, then you’re already on your deathbed.

When the Zionist dream turned into reality, like most 
realities it had plenty of warts and ugly spots. It was not a 
utopia and the day-to-day details often weren’t pretty at 

all. Idealism gave way to naked greed, to a culture of being 
constantly on the make, and laughing at the folly of idealists. 
The Knesset, this one and so many before it, represent 
that ugly side. They are post-Zionist because they are 
post-idealistic. They are a gathering of politicians without 
ideas, only agendas.

Today only religious zionism remains as the largest 
outpost of Zionism in Israel, but even within religious 
zionism the death of idealism has long since set in, and 
the truly committed are a minority within a minority. They 
remain the last source of Zionist parties in Israel, but they 
have circled the wagons around the settlements as the last 
stand of Zionism in Israel. And that too highlights the same 
problem; to fight for your right to exist is not enough.

Reviving Zionism runs right into the vision problem 
again. Zionism cannot simply mean standing up to terrorists 
or refusing to give up land. Those are negatives. They are 
things that you are against. Not things you are for. To revive 
Zionism requires a positive vision, one that envisions Israel 
as it should be.

The left beginning with Rabin and Peres succeeded in 
articulating a positive post-Zionist vision, which took its tack 
from the post-Western visions that fueled the New Britain or 
the America of Immigrants. The New Middle East in which 
Israel would be simply another nation, open borders and open 
trade, that appealed perfectly to a generation tired of war, and 
eager to enjoy the good life of their European counterparts.

The post-Zionist vision has since crashed and burned, 
but the Likud has offered no opposing positive vision, only 
criticisms that it has gone too far. And that is why the left has 
managed to continue steering Israel from one concession to 
another, and from one disaster to another. When Rabin and 
Peres took office, they didn’t simply gain control of Israel, 
they gained control of the nation’s ideological belief system.

The Arab wars wore down Israel from without, while 
the left stabbed the country in the back from within. The 
combination paved the way for every succeeding disaster 
between Oslo and Hamastan. To end this reign of error 
requires reviving Zionism with a positive vision.

A Zionist vision based on resisting terrorism is not enough. 
Instead the question must be answered, “Where do you see 
Israel in 25 years and what do we have to do to get there?”

Zionism gained currency once because it expressed a 
positive vision of collective national destiny. Because 
it linked the land of Israel to the Jews and the Jews to the 
land. Because it proclaimed that there was no solution to the 
Jewish problem except in Israel. Those things are still true; 
the problem is that too few people say these things anymore 
unless they’re old men or wearing knitted Kippahs.

The challenge of reviving Zionism is to make it relevant 
again, not simply as an antidote to terrorism. What the left 
understood all too well, is that telling people that we must 

fight to hold onto the land raises the inevitable question, 
why keep fighting just to hold onto the land. If Israel is 
nothing more than a plot of land we live in, then it has no 
more meaning than a plot of land in Europe or Africa. The 
dilution of Zionism removed that context and turned Israel 
into nothing more than land. Land without ideas is nothing 
more than dirt, and no one can be expected to die for dirt.

That means answering these three fundamental questions 
in a way that ties into the concerns, dreams and hopes of a 
new generation:

1. This is who we are 2. This is why we are here 3. This is 
what we plan to do in the future.

The left’s post-Zionist answers were, that we are just 
another Middle Eastern people here to make money and 
have a good time. And that in the future we will drive from 
Tel Aviv to Cairo and then to Ramallah, eat, drink and hit 
all the nightclubs. Israel will be Hong Kong to the Middle 
East’s China. And there will be good times for everyone 
except the stuck up datim.

Simple answers that appealed to people. Those answers 
stopped being relevant after the first suicide bombing, 
but that has not stopped the trend of post-Zionism from 
dominating Israel’s cultural landscape, because there was no 
renewed Zionism to displace it.

If Israel is to survive however, like the four questions 
asked by the sons of the parents at Pesach, a new Zionism 
must answer those questions.

It must answer those questions in a way that speaks to 
the experiences of a generation born and raised in a cynical 
political environment. It must answer them in positive 
terms, rather than negative ones. It must answer them in a 
cultural landscape fragmented by ethnic divisions. It must 
look toward the future and articulate a vision that is one part 
dream and one part reality.

It has been done before and can be done again. Religious 
Zionism has part of the answer, but only a small part of 
it. Its vision is too narrow and difficult for the majority of 
Israelis to embrace any time soon. A religious vision based 
on a religious life is not enough. Israel must have a vision of 
Zionism that appeals as much to secular Jews as it does to 
religious Jews.

It must begin from the premise that the land and the people 
are one. And it must go back to the roots and wellsprings 
of Jewish striving that broke forth in the 19th century, and 
build a new beginning for us all.

(Daniel Greenfield is a New York City based writer and freelance 
commentator. Daniel comments on political affairs with a special focus on 
the War on Terror and the rising threat to Western Civilization)

Israel’s own core ideology, Zionism

Why Reviving Zionism is Crucial to the Survival of Israel
By Daniel Greenfield
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Palestinian Authority president Mahmoud 
Abbas has recently sworn in a new 
government, composed mostly of Fatah 
party ministers, but Hamas spokesman 
Mushir al-Masi already commented: “This 
government is illegal and unconstitutional 
and has the blessings of the Zionist and 
American administrations. It is an obstacle 
to the reconciliation talks.”

To this day, the charters of Hamas and 
Fatah, the two main Palestinian factions, call 
for Israel’s liquidation. They would never 
recognize Israel’s right to exist or the Oslo 
Accords and other agreements between the 
Israelis and Palestinians. 

During his speech at the Islamic 
Conference Organization in Damascus, 
Syrian president Basher al-Assad and his 
foreign minister Walid Moualem called 
Israel “a major obstacle to peace, and 
said there is a pre-existing condition to 
peace talks…that Israel would first have to 
withdraw from the Golan Heights.” 

Who’s fooling who? They both know very 
well that if Israel leaves the Golan Heights 
before opening talks, there will be little or 
nothing left to talk about. 

Israel cannot proceed to a two state 
solution while at the same time Iran is 
pursuing nuclear weapons, Hezbollah is 
re-arming itself, Iran’s proxy Hamas is 
in charge of Gaza, and is increasing its 
presence among the 2 million Arabs in 
the West Bank. It is rather obvious any 
Palestinian state that is established in the 
near future will be an Iranian-aligned terror 
state at war with Israel. 

A Two-State Solution Isn’t  
The Arab Goal

The bottom line is that the Arab 
world wants a Palestinian state for one 
simple reason: to destroy the State of 
Israel. Palestinian sovereignty has never 
been the Arab’s goal. Time and time again, a 
two-state solution has been proposed. Time 
and time again, the Arabs have turned it 
down. But who knows, this time the Arabs 
will go for it. 

Take note of what the PLO Ambassador 
to Lebanon, Abbas Zaki, said during recent 
interviews: “They talk about a two-state 
solution, and when that is achieved…Even 
Ahmadinejad, leader of the rejectionists 
throughout the region, said he supports a 
two-state solution. Nobody fools anybody. 
With the two-state solution, in my opinion, 
Israel will collapse, because if they get 
out of Jerusalem, what will become of all 
the talk about the Promised Land and the 
Chosen People? What will become of all 
the sacrifices they made – just to be told to 
leave? They consider Jerusalem to have a 
spiritual status. The Jews consider Judea 
and Samaria to be their historic dream. If the 
Jews leave those places, the Zionist idea will 
begin to collapse. It will regress of its own 
accord. Then we will move forward. We act 
according to the phased plan; once we get 
Jerusalem, we will move on to drive Israelis 
out of all of Palestine.”

Another speaker, former Jerusalem Mufti 
Ikrama Sabri, encouraged Arabs living 
abroad to maintain their dream of “return” 
to Israel. He said, “We must not give up on 
the right of return…we will never agree to 

accept financial compensation. We believe 
wholeheartedly that the Right of Return 
is guaranteed by our will, by our weapons, 
and by our faith. We talk politics, but our 
principles are clear. Our armed struggle has 
been going on for 43 years, and the political 
struggle, on all levels, has been going on 
for 50 years. We harvest U.N. resolutions, 
and we shame the world so that it doesn’t 
gang up on us, because the world is led by 
people have given their brains a vacation 
– the American administration and the 
neocons. The P.L.O. is the sole legitimate 
representative [of the Palestinian people], 
and it has not changed its platform even one 
iota. In light of the weakness of the Arab 
nation and the lack of values, and in the 
light of the American control over the world, 
the P.L.O. proceeds through phases, without 
changing its strategy. Let me tell you, when 
the ideology of Israel collapses, and we take, 
at least, Jerusalem, the Israeli ideology will 
collapse in its entirety, and we will begin 
to process with our own ideology, Allah 
willing, and drive them out of all Palestine.”

Arab Peace Plan

Quartet mediator Tony Blair announced 
that early June 2009 the US, EU, UN 
and Russia will unveil a new framework 
for establishing a Palestinian state. This 
framework, according to Blair, will be a 
serious initiative because it has been worked 
on at the highest level in the American 
administration.”

Caroline Glick reported in one of her 
outstanding Jerusalem Post columns that 
acting on behalf of Obama, Jordanian King 
Abdullah urged the Arab League to update 
the so-called Arab peace plan from 2002.  
That plan, which calls for Israel to withdraw 
from Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and the 
Golan Heights and accept millions of foreign 
Arabs as citizens as part of the so called 
“right of return” in exchange for “natural” 
relations with the Arab world, has been 
rejected by successive Israeli governments 
as a diplomatic subterfuge whose goal is 
Israel’s destruction.

By accepting millions of so-called 
“Palestinian refugees,” Israel would 
effectively cease to be a Jewish state. 
By shrinking into the 1949 armistice 
lines, Israel would be unable to defend 
itself against foreign invasion. And since 
“natural relations” is a meaningless term 
both in international legal discourse and in 
diplomatic discourse, Israel would have 
committed national suicide for nothing.

Millions of foreign Arabs claim descent 
from Arabs who fled the fledging Jewish 
state during the War of Independence. 
They claim they have the right to return to 
the areas that their grandparents and great 
grandparents abandoned. If realized, we all 
know by now that such a scenario would 
turn Israel into a de facto Arab state.

Jerusalem

The preservation of Jerusalem as the 
political and spiritual capital of the Jewish 
state is vital to Israel’s existence. It has been 
said that Jerusalem and the Jewish people 
are so intertwined that telling the history of 
one is telling the history of the other. For 
more than 3000 years, Jerusalem has played 
a central role in the history of the Jews, 
culturally, politically, and spiritually, a role 
first documented in the Scriptures. This 
sharply contrasts the relationship between 
Jerusalem and the Islamists who artificially 
inflate Islam’s link to Jerusalem, and the war 
for control of Jerusalem and its religious 
sites is far from over.

The Israel-based Islamic Movement 
recently led ‘Nakba Day’ rallies to mourn 
the creation of the State of Israel. Sheikh 
Khamel Hatib predicted, “The sun of 
Zionism will set as the sun of an Islamic 
state rises, while Sheikh Raed Salah told 
crowds that next year, Israel’s Muslims 
would celebrate ‘Nakba Day’ in Jerusalem, 
“the capital of the Palestinian state, saying, 
“We’ll live here, or die as Martyrs”. 

Responding to declarations by Benjamin 
Netanyahu that “United Jerusalem is the 
capital of Israel,” and “Jerusalem has always 

been, and always will be, ours,” and “It 
will never again be divided or cut in half. 
Jerusalem will remain only under Israel’s 
sovereignty”, the US State Department 
said that the future status of the Holy City 
would be determined by direct negotiations. 
“Jerusalem is part of the final status. Israelis 
and Palestinians have accepted to resolve its 
status through negotiations. We will back 
their efforts to arrive at a settlement.”

Joel C. Rosenberg, bestselling author of 
many books, including The Ezekiel Option, 
Epicenter and Inside The Revolution, said, 
“Jerusalem is and should be the eternal, 
undivided capital of the Jewish people and 
the Jewish state. 

Diving Jerusalem will not make peace. 
Rather, it would send a message to every 
Radical Islamic jihadist around the world 
that Israel is weak, that the Jews won’t even 
defend the sovereignty of their own capital, 
that there is ‘blood in the water’ and that it 
is time to strike Israel and wipe her off the 
map. Dividing Jerusalem would trigger an 
apocalyptic war in the Middle East the likes 
of which the region has never seen.”

The time of confrontation between God’s 
sovereignty and the rulers of this world is 
coming. Jerusalem, the city of the great 
King, will be the instrument of God’s 
judgment on the nations that come against 
Jerusalem (Zech.12:1-9). Jerusalem will be 
a cup of staggering, a cup of wrath coming 
from the God of Israel who says, “Drink,be 
drunk and vomit, fall and rise no more, 
because of the sword that I am sending 
among you” (Jer. 25:15-29). The promise 
of the Abrahamic covenant will be fulfilled 
(Gen.12:1-3), with resulting glory for 
Jerusalem and the whole of Judah.

God Chose Israel

In the meantime, Israel must learn that 
it cannot acquire the Promised Land, the 
land of the fathers, by its own abilities and 
strength. Israel has neither the right to grasp 
the land for itself nor the right to give it 
away, because it is God’s land. “It is a land 
the LORD your God cares for. The eyes of 
the LORD your God are always upon it” 
(Deut. 11:12). 

“Not by might, nor by power, but by my 
Spirit, says the LORD of hosts” will the 
land and people be restored (Zechariah 4:6). 
Jewish humanism, religiosity, and intellect 
must bow and confess that a city without 
God will crumble from evil and corruption 
from the inside. All effort is in vain without 
the LORD (Ps.127:1,2). 

God chose Israel. Resisting Him has 
only brought Israel unbelievable suffering 
and judgment throughout the ages up to 
the present day. Self-reliance has no place 
among God’s people. They can only turn 
and cry out to the One who is able to bring 
peace to this land because it is His land. 
God Himself declares in Ezekiel 36 that the 
restoration of His people in the Promised 
Land serves the restoration of His honor, for 
the sake of His holy name, “Then they will 
know that I am the LORD.”

The message of doom and gloom from the 
beginning becomes a message of hope in the 
end. Despite “wars and rumors of wars” – 
the God of history is faithfully working out 
His redemptive purposes unhindered by the 
faithlessness of men. Ultimately Israel will 
survive – against all odds and in spite of the 
threats from with and without – but only 
through the Grace of God. 

Israel’s Right to Exist
Middle East problem in a nutshell

photo@Isranet

Continued from page 2

By Henk Kamsteeg
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The Maccabee’s revolt against the Greeks 
is probably the most famous example of 

Jewish rebellion, when a band of untrained 
scholars overcame the greatest empire in the 
world. In modern times, the Israeli army has 
revived the image of a Jewish fighting force.

Many of us however, still have a 
stereotyped image of the Holocaust, of 
millions of Jews marching like sheep to 
the slaughter, silently accepting their fate. 
In reality, most Jews lacked the proper 
information to rebel, and when at last they 
understood the gravity of their situation, it 
was usually too late. Beyond this was the 
inner strength that countless Jews expressed 
by maintaining their dignity and staying true 
to their faith even when death stared them 
in the eye – spiritual heroism on the highest 
order. The Nazis watched in disbelief as 
Jews marched to the gas chambers singing in 
joyous song, proud to die as Jews rather than 
sink to the twisted level of their murderers.

In the rare instances that Jews did know 
the reality of the situation ahead of time, 
however, they rebelled with a vengeance. 
One well-known act of defiance was the 
Warsaw Ghetto, where untrained, starving 
Jews repelled the powerful Nazi army for 
several weeks, using mostly homemade 
weapons. In the end, the last of the Warsaw 
Ghetto fighters either perished or ran for 
their lives as the Ghetto burned to the 
ground.

This was not the only Jewish rebellion. 
During the war, rumors began to circulate 
of a band of Jews who roamed the forests, 
terrorizing the Nazi regime at every 
opportunity, looting villages and local farms 
– while rescuing men, women, and children 
from the ghettos and bringing them to safety 
in the woods. These fighters were known as 
the “Bielski Partisans,” named after the three 
charismatic brothers who led them. When 
they came to a town, the tables were turned, 
and suddenly the Jews were the ones looking 
down the butt end of the rifle.

By the end of the war, the Bielski brothers 
had inflicted more casualties on the enemy 
than the famous Warsaw Ghetto uprising 
– over 380 German soldiers and Nazi 
collaborators fell at their hands. And they 
saved more Jews than Oskar Schindler – 
some 1,230 souls.

This story remains relatively unknown 
until today. Their story is now being told 
on the silver screen in Edward Zwick’s new 
blockbuster film, Defiance, featuring Daniel 
Craig as Tuvia Bielski.

Jerusalem in the Woods

On June 22, 1941, the Germans began 
their infamous Operation Barbarossa, the 
invasion of the Soviet Union. Within two 
months, most of eastern Poland and all of 
Belarus had fallen to the Nazi invaders – an 
inferno that would eventually consume all 
the Jewish communities.

Tuvia, Zus, and Asael Bielski ran into 
hiding, after their parents and other siblings 
were killed in the Navahrudak ghetto at the 
beginning of the war. Before being killed, 
their father David commanded them to stay 
in the woods. “This war won’t last forever,” 
he said.

The Bielskis had been successful farmers 
and millers before the war. They were no 
strangers to the woods and they knew how 
to handle a gun. They followed their father’s 
advice and fled to the woods surrounding 
their family’s farm. Before long, refugees 
from the ghetto began to join them. 

Determined to stay alive despite all the death 
and destruction around them, a makeshift 
community formed and they started to 
construct underground bunkers for shelter.

What began as an act of personal survival 
became a mission to save as many Jews as 
possible. And while they carried out acts of 
sabotage against their enemies, the saving 
of Jews took precedence. Tuvia Bielski, the 
eldest of the brothers, often declared that he 
would “rather save one old Jewish woman 
than kill 10 Nazis.” This is in line with the 
Talmudic dictum, “He who saves a single 
life, is as if he saved an entire world.”

The natural thing to do would have been 
to try to save themselves without worrying 
about anyone else. The Bielskis responded 
selflessly.

As more and more refugees joined the 
Bielskis, their forest dwelling eventually 
turned into an all-out village -- complete 
with a mill, bakery, bathhouse, medical 
units, tannery, school, synagogue, and even 
a theater and a jail. Amongst the members 
were many skilled workers such as tailors, 
shoemakers, carpenters and mechanics; 
they equipped the large community with 
everything they needed for survival and 
minimal comfort. A herd of 60 cows 
provided milk and 30 horses were used 
for transportation. Two ritual slaughterers 
supplied the community with kosher meat.

Among themselves, the partisans referred 
to their forest haven as “Jerusalem in the 
woods.”

When the Soviet General Platon came to 
visit the village, he was amazed to see the 
tannery where over a dozen people worked 

preparing hides for shoes, the bakery ovens 
full of bread, the soap workshop, and the 
sausage factory. “Are you also making 
vodka here?” Platon asked incredulously.

Hunter and Hunted

The Nazis offered a reward of 100,000 
Reich Marks for assistance in the capture 
of Tuvia Bielski, and in 1943 led major 
operations against partisans in the area. The 
Bielskis constantly led their group deeper 
and deeper into the forest to new locations. 
They were never truly safe and lived in 
constant fear – not only of German soldiers, 
but also of local police and peasants who 
were happy to turn them in to the Nazis in 
exchange for some cash or foodstuffs.

Tuvia was a born leader, and he was 
successful at forming allegiances with the 
Russian partisans in the area, convincing 
them that he was fighting for Mother Russia. 
The Red Army provided them with weapons 
and supplies, as well as protection from the 
other various partisan groups in the area who 
were not particularly fond of Jews.

To ensure their safety, the Bielskis ruled 
their unit with great vigilance, demanding 
utter obedience from their members. 
Although his measures may have been 
extreme, he felt it necessary to respond 
harshly to disobedience in order to ensure 
the safety of the whole. In one instance, Zus 
had one of his officers executed for leaving 
a civilian Jew behind during a village raid. 
Saving Jews was a non-negotiable policy 
and it wasn’t easy to promote such selfless 
behavior among his men at a time when 
self-preservation was the norm.

Dealing with Nazis and collaborators 
entailed powerful moral struggles. The 
Bielskis’ ruthlessness was fully unleashed 
on anyone who turned Jews or partisans into 
the authorities. Tuvia had a former neighbor 
beheaded with an ax for collaborating with 
the Nazis. An informer and his family were 
shot to death in their home, which was then 
torched, leaving a sign threatening the same 
fate for anyone who attempted to follow in 
their footsteps. No mercy was shown to a 
group of captured German soldiers, with 
many willing would-be executioners eager 
to avenge the death of loved ones.

Although the Torah forbids the taking 
of vengeance, it does permit killing for 
self-defense, to stop someone who intends 
on killing you or someone else. For the 
Bielskis, it was clearly a matter of both 
self-defense mixed with vengeance.

After the War

The Nazi fires continued to rage until the 
summer of 1944, when Red soldiers marched 
through Belarus, reclaiming it for Mother 
Russia, spreading the news that Hitler’s 
army had been defeated in the Soviet Union. 
Just hours after the last enemy lines had 
been broken and pushed out, an incredulous 
sight appeared on the outskirts of the village 
of Navahruda: emerging from the dark forest 
was a line of Jews nearly a mile long.

Instead of perishing at the hand of 
the Nazis in ghettos, cattle cars, and gas 
chambers, this troop of over 1,200 Jews had 
survived the war living in the woods, and 
now at the disbelief of the gentile onlookers, 
had returned to the smoldering ashes of their 
villages, to put the pieces of their broken 
lives back together.

Their survival was nothing short of a 
miracle and it was due entirely to the efforts 
of the three Bielski brothers.

After the war, the Bielski partisans were 
accused by the Polish government of war 
crimes against the neighboring villagers, 
primarily regarding alleged involvement 
in the massacre of 128 people in the Polish 
village of Naliboki, as well as numerous 
cases of armed robbery and looting. 
Members of the unit denied those charges, 
claiming they were not in the vicinity at  
the time.

Toward the end of the war, Asael was 
drafted into the Red Army, where he 
fell in combat against the Germans at 
the battle of Konigsberg in 1945. Tuvia 
and Zus immigrated to Israel with their 
families where they fought in the 1948 
War of Independence. Tuvia was offered 
a high-ranking position in the IDF, but he 
declined, tired of all the fighting. Convinced 
that the Arab-Israel conflict would never 
end, they moved to Brooklyn in the 
mid-1950s in search of a peaceful existence. 
There, they drove delivery trucks, pumped 
gas, and did other blue collar jobs, as well as 
raising large families.

Tuvia and Zus died anonymously, their 
story fading into oblivion, until it was 
discovered by Nechama Tec who publicized 
it in her 1993 book, Defiance: The Bielski 
Partisans.

The Bielski brothers responded in defense 
of the Jewish people, risking their own 
lives instead of taking the easy way out. 
Their souls were stirred by the spilling of 
innocent blood and they rose to the aid of 
their brethren against all odds. They are but 
another link in the eternal chain of Jewish 
struggle against darkness.

Defiance: The Bielski Partisans
By Gavriel Horan
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Georgian Jews are coming home
Earlier this year Christians for Israel organized a special project in 

order to raise money so that 1000 Georgian Jews would be able 
to make Aliyah. Georgian Jews are one of the oldest communities in 
Georgia, Caucasus, tracing their migration into the country during 
the Babylonian captivity in 6th century BC.  

Many of you have donated money to help one or more Jewish 
persons back home to Israel, and we are very grateful for your 
support. In March a delegation of Christians for Israel was invited to 
welcome a group of 50 Olim (Hebrew word for immigrants) arriving 
from Georgia at the Ben Gurion airport in Tel Aviv. 

It is not every day we experience something like that and we 
felt privileged to be a part of this special event. First we had to 
pass a lot of security but finally we were free to walk through the 
airport to what used to be the old arrivals terminal. The old arrivals 
terminal being was used for welcoming Olim from all over the 
world and here they get the first instructions concerning their further 
absorption. The plane landed at 8 pm and a bus took the Olim to the 
arrivals terminal. When the doors opened we welcomed the people 
with a loud applause.

Most of the Georgian Jews still speak Russian so we were able to 
have a few words with them. Among them were Nina and Bekker 
with their 10 months old baby Nanya, who had decided to make 
Aliyah, Regardless of how much they may have read or heard about 
the country they were travelling to, it is still a huge step into the 
unknown.

Another woman we talked to had been able to flee from the 
war-torn area of South Ossetia, and was so happy to start a new life 
in Israel. She later told us how grateful she was that Christians had 
helped her with transport to the airport.

We all continued to the arrivals terminal where Dick Schutte, 
Chairman Christians for Israel, Netherlands, had the privilege 
of telling these people about all the Christians who had helped 
sponsoring their Aliyah. Tamar, a Georgian Jewess who had made 
Aliyah together with her family in August 2008, translated what was 
being said. 

Their apartment in Georgia had been bombed, but miraculously 
only Tamar had received minor injuries. We were all deeply touched 

when she also told us that she had just undergone surgery after a 
rocket from Gaza hit their apartment in Ashkelon! 

Already she spoke Hebrew quite well and she was so grateful for 
the new opportunities she and her family received in Israel. When 
asked if she felt she had finally come home for good, she responded 
with a resounding ‘Yes!’ That is our hope and prayer for all the other 
Olim that evening.

A few days before the Jewish Passover they experienced their 
personal “exodus” and now they were able to celebrate Pesach in the 
Promised Land, and we witnessed this unforgettable event.

By Koen Carlier
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Christen an der Seite Israels - Austria
Muhlbergstrasse 44/9
A-1140 Vienna,Austria

Tel: +43 1 9795109
Email: info@israelaktuell.at 

Christians for Israel – Australia
Glenn Hodson, Chair

PO Box 243, Taree NSW 2430
Australia

Phone/Fax:  +02 65517720
Email: info@c4israel.com.au

www.c4israel.com.au

Christenen voor Israel – Belgium
David Vandeputte, Chair

Postbus 72, 8000 Brugge 1,  Belgium
Tel: +32 50 387665

Email: cvib@scarlet.be

Christians for Israel – Canada
Rev. Dr. John Tweedie, Chair

P.O. Box 26048, Brantford, ON  N3R 7X4
Tel. +1 519 7200870 – Email: info@c4i.ca

www.c4i.ca
  

Christen an der Seite Israels e.V. – Germany
Harald Eckert, Chair

Ehlener Strasse 1 
34289 Zierenberg, Germany

Tel: +49 56 06 37 59
Fax: +49 56 06 10 00

Email: info@israelaktuell.de
www.israelaktuell.de

Christenen voor Israel – Holland
Dick G. Schutte, Chair

Roger van Oordt, Director
Postbus 1100, 3860 BC Nijkerk, Holland

Email: off.manager@christenenvoorisrael.nl
www.christenenvoorisrael.nl

            
Christians for Israel – U.K.  c/o W.A.M.

P.O. Box 789, Sutton Coldfield, 
West Midlands B73 5FX

Tel: +44 121 3549081
Email: ukinfo@c4israel.org

Christians for Israel – New Zealand
Henk Kamsteeg, Chair

PO Box 38989, Howick, Auckland, 2145
Tel: +64 9 5376116

Email: henkkamsteeg@c4israel.org
www.c4israel.org.nz

Christians for Israel - South East Asia Region
National Co-ordinators

Kenneth Khoo & Wilson Ng
Towner Post Office, PO Box 078

Singapore 913223
Tel: +65 - 9179 1757

Email: kenkhoo@c4israel.org
Email: wilson@c4israel.org
website: www.c4israel.org

Christians for Israel International – USA
National Coordinator
Fred J. Van Westing

P.O. Box 12438, Pleasanton, CA 94588
Tel/Fax: +1 925-484-9698

Email: fredvanwesting@c4israel.org
www.c4israel.org

Articles: The articles printed in Israel & Christians Today  
express the views of their individual authors, and they do 
not necessarily represent the views of the Editors or that of 
the Board of Christians for Israel. The printing of articles or 
advertising in Israel & Christians Today does not necessarily 
imply either endorsement or agreement.  
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