
Jesus answered a question about when the 
Kingdom of God would come by saying, 

“The kingdom of God does not come with 
your careful observation [its date cannot 
be calculated using some formula], nor 
will people say ‘Here it is’ or ‘There it is,’ 
because the kingdom of God is within you” 
(Luke 17:20-21).“Within you” can also be 
translated as “among you.” Both translations 
are correct, for both meanings are true. 
Wherever Jesus is, the Kingdom is, and the 
signs of the kingdom will be present. 

Look at all the miracles that occurred 
during his lifetime. The kingdom was really 
present, because He was there in person. 
The verse also means that when Jesus is in 
you by his Holy Spirit, the kingdom is also 
present in you. That is why He says that 
signs and miracles will also accompany 
believers to such an extent that they will 
do even greater things than He has done! “I 
tell you the truth, anyone who has faith in 
Me will do what I have been doing. He will 
do even greater things than these, because 
I am going to the Father” (John 14: 12).  
Mark 16:15-18: “He said to them, “Go into 
all the world and preach the good news 
to all creation. Whoever believes and is 
baptized will be saved, but whoever does 
not believe will be condemned. And these 
SIGNS will accompany those who believe: 
In My Name they will drive out demons; they 
will speak in new tongues; they will pick 
up snakes with their hands; and when they 
drink deadly poison, it will not hurt them 
at all; they will place their hands on sick 
people, and they will get well...” 

Although the Kingdom of God came very 
near with Christ’s first coming to Israel, it 
was not yet the time for it to fill the earth. It 
is worth taking a close look at the incident in 
the synagogue where He read from Isaiah 61 
when announcing His ministry. 

Luke 4:16-21 reports it as follows: “He 
went to Nazareth, where He had been 
brought up, and on the Sabbath day He 
went into the synagogue, as was His custom. 
And He stood up to read. The scroll of 
the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. 
Unrolling it, He found the place where it is 
written: “The Spirit of the Lord is on Me, 
because He has anointed Me to preach 
good news to the poor. He has sent Me to 
proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to release 
the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the 
Lord’s favour.” Then He rolled up the scroll, 
gave it back to the attendant and sat down. 
The eyes of everyone in the synagogue were 
fastened on Him, and He began by saying 
to them, “Today this scripture is fulfilled in 
your hearing.” 

But when you look at this passage in 
Isaiah 61, it includes a few more words that 
Jesus did not read: “…[to proclaim] the day 
of vengeance of our God!” (61:2b). Jesus 
knew that we had not yet reached that stage. 
The judgement day, the day of vengeance 
that will precede the coming of the kingdom 
on earth, was – and is – still in the future. 
Before that Day of the Lord, that day of 
vengeance and judgement comes, there was 
to be the year of the Lord’s favour first. 
That favourable year in which the gospel 
can be proclaimed worldwide has already 
lasted for nearly two thousand years. People 
everywhere may come to the Lord, have 
their sins forgiven, and be permitted to 
experience one form of the kingdom: Jesus 
in their heart. There is to be a long period 
of grace before the Day of the Lord comes. 
These elements were woven together in the 
Old Testament prophecies, but the Lord 
Jesus unravels the strands. 

First the spreading of the gospel 
worldwide; then the judgement and the 
Kingdom. First the hidden form of the 
Kingdom in the hearts of the people; 
then the Kingdom in its outward, visible 
worldwide form. And that visible Kingdom 
will be inseparably bound to Israel. 

After the Lord Jesus had completed His 
work on the cross and given His precious 

blood for the sins (plural) of the world; after 
He had broken the power of sin (singular), 
defeating the devil and his powers of 
darkness; after His triumphant resurrection, 
and immediately before His ascension, His 
disciples excitedly asked: “Lord, are you 
at this time going to restore the kingdom to 
Israel?” 

The Lord Jesus did not answer “What a 
dumb question! Do you still not understand 
that it is not about an earthly kingdom in 
which Israel will have a prominent place, 
but that it is all about a heavenly, a spiritual 
Kingdom?” 

No. All he said was: “It is not for you to 
know the times or the dates the Father has 
set by His own authority. But you will receive 
power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; 
and you will be My witnesses in Jerusalem 
and in all Judea and Samaria and to the ends 
of the earth” (Acts 1:3-8). These were His 
last words before the enveloping cloud of 
God’s (shekinah) glory took Him away. 

The same cloud we find in Luke 9:34-35: 
“While He was speaking, a cloud appeared 
and enveloped them, and they were afraid 
as they entered the cloud. A voice came 
from the cloud, saying, “This is My Son, 
whom I have chosen; listen to Him” 

He spoke of the same things in His 
discourse on the Mount of Olives regarding 

final events and the end of this age: 
“And this Gospel of the Kingdom will be 
preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations and then the end will come” 
(Matthew 24:14) The hidden form of the 
Kingdom in the hearts of people, in the 
Church of Jesus Christ, must come first. 

It is worth noting that the proclamation 
of the Gospel of the Kingdom is not the 
preaching of a revolution. If Jesus had 
intended to establish a kingdom by force, He 
would never have said to Pilate, “My Kingdom 
is not of this world.” In Greek, the word is 
“aioon/aeon” meaning “this phase through 
which world history is passing.” What Jesus 
says is: “My Kingdom is not of this world. If 
it were, My servants would fight to prevent My 
arrest by the Jews. But now My kingdom is 
from another place.” (John 18:36-37).

Yet when Pilate then asks Him if He really 
is a king, Jesus confirms it. But He is more 
than merely a king; He is also the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life. He is The Way to God. 
He is The Truth against all lies (and against 
the father of lies, the devil). He is The Life, 
eternal life. He does not merely propagate 
a theology, a philosophy, or a theory: He is 
what He preaches! He Himself, in Person, is 
it! The King of the Kingdom!

(Rev. Glashouwer is President of Christians for 
Israel International)
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Israeli President Shimon Peres welcoming the U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Susan Rice at the opening of the Second 
Presidential Conference ‘Facing Tomorrow’, in Jerusalem. Participants attending the opening ceremony were surprised to hear a specially 
recorded message from President Barack Obama. He called called U.S.-Israeli relations, “a bond that is much more than a strategic 
alliance.  The American and the Israeli peoples share a faith in the future and believe that democracies can shape their own destinies and 
that opportunities should be available to all”.
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The all-time record of daily Jewish births 
at Tel Aviv’s Ichilov Hospital, set on 

Sept. 21, reflects the substantial rise in 
Israel’s Jewish fertility. Delivery rooms are 
functioning at 100 percent capacity. 

Anyone claiming that Jews are doomed 
to become a minority between the Jordan 
River and the Mediterranean – and therefore 
the Jewish state must concede geography 
in order to secure demography – is either 
dramatically mistaken or outrageously 
misleading.

An audit of births, deaths, school and voter 
registration and migration documentation 
from Israel and the Palestinian Central 
Bureau of Statistics certifies a solid 67 
percent Jewish majority over 98.5 percent 
of the land west of the Jordan River (without 
Gaza), compared with a 33 percent and an 8 
percent Jewish minority in 1947 and 1900, 
respectively, west of the Jordan River. 

The audit exposes a 66 percent distortion 
in the current number of West Bank (or, 
Judea and Samaria) Arabs – 1.55 million and 
not 2.5 million, as claimed by the Palestinian 
Authority. In 2006, the World Bank 
exposed a 32 percent bend in the number 
of Palestinian births. Inflated numbers have 
provided the Palestinians with inflated 
international foreign aid and inflated water 
supply by Israel. It has also afflicted Israeli 
policy-makers and public opinion molders 
with fatalism and erroneous demographic 
assumptions, which have impacted Israel’s 
national security policy.

Refuting demographic fatalism, the robust 
growth of Israel’s Jewish fertility (number 
of births per woman) has been sustained 
during the last 15 years, while Arab fertility 
and population growth rate (birth, death and 
migration rates) experiences a sharp dive.

The number of Jewish births during the 
first half of 2009 accounted for 76 percent of 
all births, compared with 75 percent in 2008 
and 69 percent in 1995. Unlike all other 
developed societies, the number of annual 
Jewish births has grown by 45 percent from 
1995 (80,400) to 2008 (117,000), while the 
annual number of Israeli Arab births has 
stabilized around 39,000. 

The secular, rather than the religious, 
sector has been chiefly responsible for the 
Jewish growth. For example, the olim (or, 
immigrants) from the USSR arrived in 
Israel with a typical Russian fertility rate of 
one birth per woman; today, those women 

are giving birth to two to three children, 
the typical secular Israeli Jewish birthrate. 
Moreover, the Arab-Jewish fertility gap 
shrunk from six births per woman in 1969 to 
0.7 births in 2008, with the two converging 
toward three births per woman.

The Arab fertility rate in the West Bank 
has declined rapidly (now at 3.5 births per 
woman), as has been the case in all Muslim 
countries except Afghanistan and Yemen. 
In Jordan it is three per woman; Syria, 3.5; 
Egypt, 2.5; Saudi Arabia, 4; Algeria, 1.8; 
and Iran, 1.7.

The swift decline in the Israeli Arab 
fertility rate reflects the impressive Arab 

integration into Israel’s infrastructure of 
employment, education, health, trade, 
finance, politics, sports and culture.

The sharp decrease in West Bank Arab 
fertility rate is the outcome of modernity. 
A 70 percent rural majority in 1967 has 
been transformed into a 70 percent urban 
majority in 2009, burdened by civil war, 
terrorism and severe unemployment. 
Elementary and higher education have 
expanded dramatically, especially among 
women. Median wedding age and divorce 
rates are at an all-time high. In addition, 
West Bank Arabs have experienced a high 
emigration rate since 1950, further eroding 
the population growth rate.

The current 67 percent Jewish majority 
west of the Jordan River (without Gaza) 
could expand to 80 percent by 2035, 
leveraging the aforementioned Jewish 
demographic tailwind and the potential 
aliyah resulting from the global economic 
meltdown and the rise in anti-Semitism (e.g., 
a half-million olim during the next 10 years 
from the former Soviet Union).

Baseless demographic fatalism has  
played a key role in shaping Israel’s state 
of mind and national security policy. It 
has eroded the level of confidence in 
the future of the Jewish state. However, 
well-documented demographic optimism 
now confirms that there is no demographic 
machete at the throat of the Jewish 
state, that demographic scare tactics are 
hollow and that Israel’s challenge is not 
a “demographic time bomb” but rather a 
demographic “scare crow.” 

(Ambassador (ret.) Yoram Ettinger is CEO of Second 
Thought: A U.S.-Israel Initiative, which conducts 
demographic and strategic studies in Judea and 
Samaria). 

(Source: The New York Jewish Week).

The Case for Demographic Optimism
By Yoram Ettinger
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It took eight months, nearly $16,000 in 
legal fees, and the perseverance of a 

Muslim lawyer, but the British government 
has been overruled in its notorious decision 
last February to ban Dutch politician Geert 
Wilders from entering the country.

In a decision with important implications 
for free speech, London’s Asylum and 
Immigration Tribunal ruled that the British 
Home Office, under the authority of former 
home secretary Jacqui Smith, was wrong 
to turn Wilders away when he arrived in 
Heathrow airport in February to screen his 
anti-Islam documentary, “Fitna,” for the 
British parliament.

Depicting Wilders as a threat to the 
public, the Home Office had used a 2006 
law that allowed for the exclusion of those 
who represent “a genuine, present and 
sufficiently serious threat affecting one of 
the fundamental interests of society.” At the 
time, Wilders protested that his expulsion 
was an outrageous violation of free speech 
and vowed to fight the ban. With the support 
of his legal team – including a British 
Muslim lawyer, Arfan Khan – and the 
backing of the immigration tribunal, Wilders 
seems to have won the fight.

The ban was always a scandal – and a 
hypocritical scandal at that. While the Home 
Office claimed that Wilders’s presence 
had the potential to “threaten community 
harmony and therefore public safety,” the 
unspoken but deeply relevant reality was 
that the threat came not from Wilders but 
from Islamic extremists who already resided 

in the UK.
For instance, the Muslim Council 

of Britain, the UK’s largest Muslim 
organization, applauded the Home Office’s 
ban, calling Wilders “an open and relentless 
preacher of hate.” But the charge was more 
appropriate when applied to the MCB: The 
group has repeatedly boycotted Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, while supporting 
the entry into Britain of Sheikh Yusuf 
Al-Qaradawi, the anti-Semitic Egyptian 
cleric whose support for suicide bombings 

has kept him from setting foot in the United 
States since 1999.

The Home Office ban was also greeted 
with approval by another Muslim leader, 
Labor Party peer Lord Ahmed. Ahmed 
warned that allowing Wilders into the 
country “would certainly cause problems 
within communities around Britain.” Yet 
his concern for public order did not deter 
him from threatening to march 10,000 angry 
Muslims to physically prevent Wilders from 
entering the House of Lords.

Even as the British government indulged 
Muslim spokesmen who met the prospect of 
civil debate with unhidden hostility, it closed 
the country’s door to the elected leader of 
European democracy who was campaigning 
against religious extremism. Compounding 
the blatant act of capitulation was the Home 
Office’s shameful rationale for the ban – a 
rationale to which it clung even in the wake 
of the reversal. A government spokesman 
insisted that Wilders was banned because 
the British government “opposes extremism 
in all its forms,” as though there were any 
credible comparison between Wilders and 
the Islamic terrorists who pose a genuine 
security threat. Even more shamefully, the 
Home Office suggested that Wilders had 
to be banned so as to avoid “inter-faith 
violence.” But of course there was never any 
danger of Wilders engaging in violence. It 
took the radical voices in the British Muslim 
community to make that threat credible.

If the British government supposed that its 
ban would marginalize Wilders and diminish 

the influence of his Islamo-skeptic message, 
it got things exactly backwards. Not only 
did even political adversaries in his native 
Netherlands defend Wilders against the 
undiplomatic snub of a fellow countryman 
and elected official, but the simple fact 
that British authorities felt forced to ban 
a critic of radical Islam rather than risk 
a confrontation with its adherents served 
as powerful proof of Wilders’s longtime 
charge that Europe no longer had the will to 
defend its laws and culture against Islamic 
extremists.

Within weeks of Wilders’s ban, his 
Freedom Party (PVV) had surged to become 
the second most popular polling party in the 
Netherlands. The PVV translated popularity 
into political success this June, when it 
outperformed expectations to become the 
second largest Dutch party in the European 
Parliament. Polls have since shown that the 
PVV could become the largest or second 
largest party in the Netherlands. Wilders 
himself remains at risk. Death threats from 
Islamic militants have become a routine part 
of his life since he became an outspoken 
critic of Islam. But his party’s fortunes have 
never been better.

Now Wilders has won another victory, 
and can visit Britain in the near future. That 
means he will have another opportunity to 
screen a film whose disgraceful censorship 
by the British government should never have 
occurred in the first place.

(Source: frontpagemag.com)

Wilders Wins in Britain
By Jacob Laksin

Geert Wilders
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The Shema was the answer that Jesus gave the Pharisee 
when asked the question, “which is the greatest 

commandment in the law?” Jesus replied, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your mind” (Mt. 22:36-37). 

The words of the Shema have been central in Jewish 
worship, liturgy, and prayer for thousands of years. 
According to the Babylonian Talmud1, Jewish boys were 
taught this prayer as soon as they could speak, it was said 
in times of joy and despair, and it was the last prayer uttered 
on their deathbed. It was the ultimate declaration of Jewish 
faith, the affirmation of Judaism, and the profession of 
monotheism because it contained the basic tenet of Judaism, 
the unity of God.

As early as the second century C.E., the Shema consisted 
of three portions from the Hebrew Scriptures that were to 
be recited every morning and evening; Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 
11:13-21, and Numbers 15:37-41. The first passage declares 
the acceptance of the yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven, the 
second passage declares the acceptance of the yoke of God’s 
commandments, and the third passage deals with putting 
on tzitzit2, a reminder to keep all of God’s commandments. 
Israel is to remember and to do God’s commandments 
because God has brought them out of Egypt. God purposed 
to be their God and called Israel to be His treasured 
possession, a kingdom of priests, a holy nation, and a light 
to the nations of the earth. But what does it mean to accept 
the yoke of the Kingdom of God upon one’s life? And how 
would this fulfill God’s purpose for Israel and the nations?

The Yoke of the Kingdom of Heaven

The first paragraph of the Shema, Deuteronomy 6:4-9, 
speaks of the acceptance of the yoke of God’s Divine 
Kingdom and rule. The Shema has been described as a 
declaration of faith, a creed. It has often been called the 
watchword of Israel’s faith. When the Shema is read, it 
speaks of the absolute singularity of God, it affirms faith in 
the one and only God who created the universe, it affirms 
the promise that God alone rules the universe; He revealed 
the Torah to Israel and will one day redeem the world from 
injustice and strife by righting all the wrongs and ushering 
in a better age. 

In this paragraph Moses addressed the individual Jew, and 
the foreigner who sojourns with Israel (Ex. 12:38): Hear, O 
Israel! The Lord is our God, the Lord alone. You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul 
and with all your might. Take to heart these instructions 
with which I charge you this day. Impress them upon your 
children. Recite them when you stay at home and when you 
are away, when you lie down and when you get up. Bind 
them as a sign on your hand and let them serve as a symbol 
on your forehead; inscribe them on the doorposts of your 
house and on your gates (Dt. 6:4-9).

The Hebrew word Shema expresses the idea to hear 
with attention or obedience. To “yoke” means to link, join, 
unite, to bond or couple together for a specific work. The 
Hebrew word “yoke –ole” in rabbinic literature serves as a 
metaphor, it means a yoke on the neck; it signifies animals 
linked to the plow and to one another making farming 
possible. Thus, the yoke of Heaven constituted hearing with 
attention and accepting the existence of God as one and 
unique with a public declaration that there was no other. The 
decision to submit to God in prayer, not the prayer itself, is 
the equivalent of the acceptance of the yoke of God upon 
one’s neck. The Shema establishes the approach to God, the 
undertaking to work alongside God as an instrument of His 
holy purpose in submission to Him out of fear and trembling. 
The Shema asserts monotheism, when spoken publicly it was 
a proclamation of exclusive loyalty to YHVH3 as the sole 
Lord of Israel and its recitation was given legal significance. 
The prayer was regarded as a legally binding oath to carry 
out the requirements of Torah.

The Requirements of Torah

The requirements of Torah, with regards to the yoke of 
Heaven, consists of three elements: an affirmation of belief 
in God’s unity and His sovereignty over the world; a deep, 
abiding, and unconditional love of God; and the study of His 
teachings. 

The first element describes the proper relationship 
between YHVH and Israel: “Hear, O Israel! The Lord is 
our God, the Lord alone” (Dt. 6:4). Thus, YHVH alone is 
Israel’s God and there is to be no other. This is in keeping 
with the first commandment in the Decalogue: “I the Lord 
am your God...You shall have no other gods beside Me” (Dt. 
5:6-7). In other words, even though other people worship 
various beings and things they consider divine, Israel is to 
recognize YHVH alone as sovereign over creation. Moses 
argued that Israel had an obligation to worship God alone 
because it was YHVH that freed them from the bondage 
of Egypt, “The Lord...brought you out of...Egypt, to be the 
people of His inheritance... Acknowledge and take to heart... 
that the Lord is God in heaven above and earth below. There 
is no other” (Dt. 4:20, 39). This placed the emphasis on 
Israel serving only the Lord, to the exclusion of any other 
gods. Israel is to be in relationship with YHVH alone, like a 
marital relationship where the Lord is a husband and Israel 
a wife. In essence, Israel is to restrict her fidelity to YHVH, 
just as a wife restricts her fidelity to her husband alone.

The second element is a deep, abiding, and unconditional 
love for God; “You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul and with all your might” 
(Dt. 6:5). In Biblical Hebrew “heart -laybawb” refers to 
the interior of the body, and means the seat of thought, 
intention, feelings; and “soul - nehfesh” refers to the seat 
of emotions, passions, and desires. In this exhortation the 
emphasis is on the word “all”. In other words, since YHVH 
alone is Israel’s God, Israel must love and serve Him with 
undivided devotion and single-mindedness. The Hebrew 
word “might – me’od” means physical strength, with force 
and abundance. However, according to rabbinic tradition, 
it also came to mean resources or property, thus one is to 
love God with all their money and worldly possessions. Put 
together, this paints a picture of one who loves God with 
their entire life channeled to serve Him, with all their soul, 
even if it required them to forfeit their life, and with all their 
resources, even if it caused them to lose all their money 
and property. Love of God is the root for all obedience. 
The love of God in Deuteronomy is not only an emotional 
attachment to Him, but something that expresses itself in 
action. This is in keeping with the fact that Hebrew verbs 
for feelings refer to the actions that result from them. In the 
book of John, Jesus expressed this thought when he said, “If 
you love me, you will obey what I command... Whoever has 
my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me” 
(Jn. 14:15, 21). It involves a holy fear and reverence that 
expresses itself in single-minded loyalty and wholehearted 
obedient service.

The third element is the study of Torah; they have to know 

God’s Word in order to put it into practice: Take to heart 
these instructions with which I charge you this day. Impress 
them upon your children. Recite them when you stay at 
home and when you are away, when you lie down and when 
you get up. Bind them as a sign on your hand and let them 
serve as a symbol on your forehead; inscribe them on the 
doorposts of your house and on your gates (Dt. 6:6-9).

The importance accorded to God’s instruction is seen 
in the verses: “these words are to be upon your heart, you 
shall teach them diligently and talk of them constantly, 
bind them as a sign on your body, and write them on your 
doorposts5 and city gates.” The word “impress - shanan” in 
Hebrew means to teach diligently, repeat, speak about, and  
recite them to your children. Parents have a responsibility 
to teach God’s instructions to their children and to speak  
of them constantly among themselves, when they were 
at home or away, when they laid down and got up, in 
other words at all times. Not only must God’s Word be 
remembered and spoken of constantly, but copies of God’s 
Word are to be worn on their bodies, placed on the doorposts 
of their homes, and on the gates of their cities. The purpose 
of study is to train the whole person for lifelong, obedient 
service in the knowledge of God and Torah was given to them 
to keep them on the path. The aim of learning is holiness in 
living, set apart unto God in every dimension of life.

God’s purpose for Israel and the nations

Sinai marked the spiritual birth of Israel’s destiny. It was 
here that God spoke to Moses: If you obey Me faithfully and 
keep My covenant, you shall be My treasured possession 
among all the people...you shall be to Me a kingdom of 
priests and a holy nation (Ex. 19:5-6).

In Hebrew the word “treasured possession - seghullah” 
means personal property. Israel was to be the personal 
property of a king, distinct from that used for public 
purposes. As a kingdom of priests, Israel was to minister 
to the rest of humanity, bringing knowledge of God and 
His Word to the nations. They were to live as a holy nation 
bound by a code of holiness—God’s commandments. The 
entire nation was to be dedicated to leading the world toward 
an understanding and acceptance of God’s mission, that one 
day He would be King over all the earth and His name alone 
would be exalted. 

The Shema is a description of a proper relationship 
between Israel and God. He alone is Israel’s sovereign 
God, and as His treasured possession, Israel is to accept 
the yoke of His Kingship and live in compliance with His 
commandments. They were invited to link with God for a 
specific work, as a kingdom of priests and as a holy nation 
they were to be a light to the nations demonstrating the way 
to God. 

According to the prophet Zechariah, what has been true 
for Israel will, in the future, be true for all humanity: “the 
Lord will be King over all the earth; on that day the Lord 
shall be one and His name one” (Zech. 14:9). In the future, 
the nations will be required to acknowledge Israel’s God as 
King and live under His Kingship in compliance with His 
commands. This will happen when Messiah arrives; He will 
usher in an age of perfection, wrongs will be made right, 
and “the Lord alone will be exalted” (Isa. 2:17) among 
the nations. This means that YHVH will be recognized 
exclusively and His name alone will be invoked in prayer 
and oaths, for the nation or kingdom that does not serve 
Israel’s God shall perish; such nations shall be destroyed 
(Isa. 60:12)

In conclusion, the Shema is the watchword for Israel’s 
faith and your faith in Israel’s God, if you chose to sojourn 
with Israel. It is the ultimate declaration of exclusive loyalty 
to YHVH. It affirms God’s unity and His sovereign reign 
as King over the universe. It requires one to possess a deep 
abiding love for God, to earnestly study His Word with 
attention towards obedience, being set apart for God in every 
dimension of your life because like Israel, “you are a chosen 
race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, 
that you may proclaim the mighty acts of Him who called 
you out of darkness into His marvelous light” (1 Pet 2:9).

Thus, you link and yoke with the call of Israel to bring 
the knowledge of God and His Word to the nations, leading 
the world toward an understanding and acceptance of God’s 
mission, that one day He will be King over all the earth and 
His name alone will be exalted.

What is the Shema?
By M.E. Van Gelder
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Continued on page 5

Becoming a Jew was my greatest act 
of defiance.

The day of my conversion to Judaism 
was the ultimate cosmic link between my 
past, my present and my future. Although 
it was 12 years ago, I remember it as if it 
happened a few hours ago. I can still feel 
the acceleration in my heart, the knot of 
tears trapped in my throat, along with the 
nervous breathing from the overwhelming 
commitment I was undertaking. I can still 
hear the words “kosher, kosher, kosher” 
echoing in my mind and the warm waters 
of the mikvah embracing my body, 
transforming me into a new being.

Catholic School

Sometimes reality is stranger than fiction. 
I grew up in the city of Caracas, Venezuela, 
in a wonderful, close-knit family surrounded 
by cousins, aunts and uncles. We spent more 
time with my mother’s side of the family, 
perhaps because we lived right next door to 
my maternal grandmother, a woman of great 
stamina and control over every little detail of 
her family. I was raised with excellent family 
values, tremendous respect for authority and 
a great fear of heaven. I was also raised as a 
Catholic.

My parents sent me to Catholic school 
for almost my entire life. But I knew there 
were people of other faiths because I had a 
neighbor that was an Evangelical Christian.

I was always a deeply religious person. 
At school I gladly participated in mass and 
prayed fervently every night with the only 
tools I was taught by my mentors. But many 
questions hovered in my mind as I was 
growing up. Catholic school was a great 
place for the complacent soul; it turned into 
a nightmare for my seeking soul. Whenever 
I had a question in the class, if I dared to 
ask, I was looked down upon because I was 
to accept what I was being taught with my 
heart, not with my mind. For the most part 
questioning the faith was seen as an act of 
defiance.

Some nuns were very nice; others were 
incredibly unreachable and scary. There 
was a huge focus on dressing “modestly” 
in the school. We could not wear make up, 
nail polish, or dye our hair. We had to wear 
a very modest uniform. But at home we 
were allowed to wear whatever we wanted, 
as short as we wanted. In fact, the motto 
was “if you got it, flaunt it.” Venezuela is 
known for its beauty pageants and beautiful 
women. It is the dream of every young girl 
to be considered pretty enough to participate 
in the Miss Venezuela pageant. I was no 
exception to the rule and gave my parents 
much “pride” by winning various beauty 
pageants, from first grade to being the 
homecoming queen in high school.

This mixed messaged made me more 
confused. Why would any of us want to ever 
wear the nun’s example of modesty if we got 
so much more attention being immodest? 
Why did the nuns preach modesty and then 
organized beauty pageants to celebrate the 
culmination of the school year? Why would 
I strive to be modest when there was never 
an explanation given for it?

Growing up in this bewildering 
environment made me question authority 
even more. Sometimes I would stare at the 
nuns at school and ask myself, Why are you 
dressed like this? What do you have that 
makes you spiritually closer to God than 

me? How do you know what God wants from 
you? What kind of mother would you have 
been? I needed answers to my questions. I 
needed to know there was a way to reach 
closeness to God without having to become 
like them. I needed freedom to talk to God 
directly. I needed truth.

So I started searching for more. Somehow 
I was always fascinated with Judaism. I 

didn’t know anything about it, but I wanted 
desperately to know more. I only knew 
about the Jews from the Old Testament but 
I knew these people still existed. I started 
reading and learning about Jews on my own, 
convinced they would have an answer. Little 
did I know that this search would take me so 
far – all the way back home.

My Converso Family

The first time I saw a Jew was one 
Saturday as we were driving to see my 
paternal grandparents. We saw several men 
with black hats, black coats, and beards 

walking in the streets of my grandfather’s 
neighborhood. “Who are these men?” I 
asked my father. “They’re Jews.” He then 
mentioned that my grandfather’s house 
was in the Jewish community. I always 
felt apprehensive around my paternal 
grandparents. There were very old and strict, 
especially my grandfather, who jut sat in 
his “special” chair where no one else was 
allowed to sit. My sisters and I were not 
allowed to get up from the couch and run 
around like normal kids.

One day I asked my Aunt Sarah who lived 
with my grandparents, if she knew their 
house was located in a Jewish Community. 
Her answer changed my life forever. 
She said in a whisper, making sure my 
grandfather would not hear, “Of course I 
know our home is in a Jewish community. 
After all, our family is of Jewish origin. Our 
last name had been changed from Peres to 
Perez.”

I could not believe my ears. “What do you 
mean our family is Jewish? What are you 
talking about? I have never heard of this!”

She told me that the family had come from 
Spain a few hundred years after the Spanish 
Inquisition and settled in Venezuela. They 
changed their name to blend in and avoid 
persecution. “You mean you never wondered 
why all of our names are Jewish names?”

I had to sit down to recover. Hundreds 
of images and situations flashed in front of 
my eyes. All the strange things my father’s 
family did were not idiosyncrasies; they 
were mere family traditions dating back to 
the time of the Inquisition. I had found the 
lost piece of the puzzle. I was closer to the 
truth than I had ever been. I had a reason to 
embrace the fascinating religion with which 
I had become obsessed. I was going in the 
direction of truth. After all my family was 
Jewish, or was it?

I immediately started researching and 
reading about the Inquisition. I learned that 
the Jews in Spain had been tremendously 

affluent and relatively accepted in the early 
years, under the Muslim rulers-early 10th 
century, but suffered during persecutions by 
Iberian Christians such as the pogroms in 
Cordoba (1011) and Granada (1066). These 
attacks continued as the “Reconquista” 
took full blow, and by the 14th century the 
Christians had taken most of Spain from the 
Muslims. Many Jews decided to escape these 
attacks by converting to Catholicism. These 
Jews were the most affluent and did not 
want to give up their social and commercial 
status. They were called “conversos.”

Many of these conversos practiced 
Judaism in hiding, pretending to be 
Catholics on the outside. They lived 
side-by-side with their Jewish brethren and 
some even remained active in the Jewish 
communities. At first this solution proved 
beneficial and many conversos became very 
successful. But inevitably, this very success 
sprouted jealousy within Catholic Spaniards 
who reported unfaithful conversos to the 
authorities. At the time many conversos 
practiced several Jewish customs that, for 
the Catholics, were definite signs that these 
people were not true converts and were still 
spiritually linked to their Jewish past. These 
conversos were then called marranos (pig 
in Spanish), or crypto-Jews, and were to 
become the main focus of the Inquisition’s 
agenda.

My research about “marranos” made me 
realize that my family was one of them. I 
always wondered about the rare customs of 
my father’s family. The earliest anecdotes 
I can remember were all linked to food. 
Unlike most Venezuelans, my grandmother 
was keen for making all kind of eggplant 
dishes, in particular fried eggplants. 

Although the Arabs introduced eggplants to 
Spain, it was the Jews of Spain that became 
exceptionally fond of it and later brought 
this vegetable to South America after the 
expulsion (around 1650.) Spanish Jews 
were so fond of eggplants that even the 
satirical poetry of the day made reference 
of this preference.* She also made a dessert 
called “Cabello de Angel” that I later found 
out is of marrano descent, and a dessert 
called “Marzipan,” a staple for converso 
families. Sadly, thousands of marranos 
were murdered because of adhering to their 

The Spanish Inquisition and Me
By Reyna Simnegar
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culinary customs. In fact, the Inquisition 
Trial Documents (still available after all 
these years) are crammed with testimonies 
from maids or neighbors testifying in 
court against conversos making these 
dishes. Sadly, the Inquisition used cultural 
information to build cases against conversos 
that were under examination for heresy.

Speaking to my relatives, I discovered 
more information. My grandfather had a 
house in the town of Zaraza, Guarico State, 
the first town in which my family settled. 
They came by boat in the 1700s from the 
River Unare that leads into the Caribbean 
Sea. I have in my possession today one of 
the family’s precious pieces of fine China, 
which they brought with them to the New 
World. It is a sauce dish dating back to 
1767. My father recalls that in the house of 
Zaraza there were two paintings that always 
puzzled him. It was a painting of Queen 
Esther pointing at Mordechai and another 
called “La Plegaria de Esther” (Queen 
Esthers plea). The story of Purim has no real 
relevance in the Catholic religion. I didn’t 
even know this story existed until I became 
Jewish! I discovered that Queen Esther was 
the heroine of the converso Jews because 
she was the quintessential hidden Jew.

I also have my grandmother’s precious 
candelabras, extremely old baccarat crystal, 
that sit next to my Shabbat candles. Every 
Friday I get goose bumps just imagining 
my relatives lighting these old candelabras 
with a hope that one day they could practice 
Judaism in public.

One uncle remembers seeing a Chanukah 
menorah and even kippot in the Zaraza 
home. Many people recall how my 
grandfather had a midnight private wedding 
ceremony where only a few were invited, 
perhaps because this ceremony was to 
remain a secret for the rest of eternity. Many 
converso Jews “sacrificed” a family member 
to the church to become a priest in order to 
not bring any doubt the family was indeed 
devoted to Christianity. And many celebrated 
“Mass” in their home, lead by the alleged 
family priest. One of my father’s uncles was 
a priest who later in life gave up priesthood, 
and many times there was a private “Mass” 
held at my grandmother’s house.

It wasn’t until my grandfather passed away 
when I was 15 that many other “secrets” 
came to light. My grandfather kept locked 
in his room many pictures and documents 
that helped the family reconstruct the past. 
The names of my ancestors and even of 
family members today are mostly Jewish 
names. We not only have converso family 
in our genealogy but also European Jewry 
(my great great grandfather’s first wife was 
Carmen Martin Rosenberg). My grandfather 
was General Guillermo Isaac Perez Telleria. 
He was given the honorary title of General 
for financing part of the Venezuelan 
independence war (Venezuela used to be a 
Spanish colony).

Artwork discovered

One of the most amazing yet macabre 
findings was several art works made with 
hair from the deceased. My family was 
always obsessed with keeping a lock of hair 
from a loved one. I still remember a lock 
of my grandmother’s hair framed and hung 
in the wall of my uncle’s home. My cousin 
and I both own one of these art works, 
which date back to the early 1800s. They are 
depictions of the burial of a family member, 
without any Christian devotional object. (In 
fact, I recently discovered that the family’s 
mausoleum in Zaraza was originally built 

without any Christian symbols; only an 
open book and the names of the deceased.) 
The depictions in the art are incredibly 
delicate, made with the strands of hair 
of the departed. This was perhaps done 
with the view that a woman’s hair, usually 
covered, holds the essence of holiness of 
that person. The date of birth of the family 
member in the artwork is 1802. Considering 
the Inquisition was abolished in 1834, it is 
possible her family felt she could not have a 
public Jewish burial.

I remember going to the cemetery with 
my father to visit our late relatives. Instead 
of bringing flowers we would search for 
little rocks to put on the top of the graves. 
I always wondered why we did this; I don’t 
think my father even knew. I now know this 
is a Jewish custom.

These secret customs were the catalyst for 
the Spanish Inquisition, which began in 1480 
to spy on the conversos. In the course of 12 
years, thousands of conversos were tortured 
and burned at the stake. In the year 1492, 
King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella, aided 
by the Catholic Church, decided that as long 
as there were Jews remaining in Spain there 
would be conversos trying to keep Judaism 
in secret. Therefore, they determined that 
all Jews must leave Spain or convert. The 
Alhambra Decree (also known as the Edict 
of Expulsion) was issued on March 31, 
1492 ordering the expulsion of Jews from 
the Kingdom of Spain and its territories by 
July 31, 1492. The punishment for any Jew 
who did not leave or convert by the deadline  
was death.

The only Jew permitted to stay under any 
circumstances was Don Isaac Abarbanel, 
a leading Torah sage who served as the 
Finance Minister of Spain. He was too 
valuable to the kingdom to spare. Abarbanel 
used his clout and money to try to convince 
the monarchs to revoke the edict, offering 
them so much money that the King actually 
hesitated. However, the evil Torquemada 
(Inquisitor general of Spain) convinced 
the monarchs otherwise. Abarbanel only 
managed to get the deadline extended for 
two more days. Hence, the date of expulsion 
fell on August 2, 1492 (the ninth of Av, 
1492) the most horrific date in the history of 
the Jews.

There is disagreement regarding the exact 
numbers of Jews who left Spain, but the 
figures vary between 130,000 to 800,000. A 
primary source, the Me’am Lo’ez (written in 
Ladino, the language of the Jews of Spain) 
in its section on Tisha B’av mentions that a 
third of the Spanish Jewish population died 
for their faith, a third converted and a third 

went into exile. It is said that the Jews that 
left Spain that day, including Don Isaac 
Abarbanel, departed singing songs of joy 
and uttering prayers of thanksgiving to their 
Creator for having withstood the test and not 
submitting to conversion. They were allowed 
to take their belongings except gold, silver 
and money. The crown and the inquisitors 
confiscated all their properties.

At the date of expulsion, 50,000 to 70,000 
Jews converted to Catholicism and remained 
in Spain. Historians estimate a cumulative 
100,000 to 200,000 Jews converted during 

the Inquisition. But conversion was not 
guaranteed protection. My family tried 
very hard to keep living as Catholics while 
keeping many Jewish customs in the privacy 
of their home. It was never safe because 
many Spaniards turned in conversos to the 
authorities. My family practiced Judaism 
in secret for more than 100 years before 
leaving Spain to Venezuela. Many conversos 
felt they would be able to live a full Jewish 
life by leaving, but the Inquisition followed 
them to the Americas. It was not until the 
year 1834 that the Spanish Inquisition was 
finally relinquished. Unfortunately, many 
conversos were lost and ultimately embraced 
the religion which oppressed them.

Tisha B’Av and Me

After so many years, whatever was left of 
the “spark” of Judaism in my soul has risen 
from the ashes and embraced the Torah. 
There are times I wish my family had fled 
Spain, leaving everything behind. How I 
wish they had not “given up.” How I wish 
I had Ladino in my lips instead of only 
Spanish! After all, what kind of message did 
they give their children when they submitted 
to conversion? With what authority could 
they have expected their children to observe 
Judaism when they were not strong enough 

to give up wealth and status for Torah? 
They paid a high price for trying to make 
the Torah “fit” their lifestyles instead 
of embracing their heritage and trusting  
that God would ultimately take care of all 
the details.

But I choose to focus on the positive 
things my ancestors did accomplish.  
I feel the very reason I am today a Jew  
must be because ultimately they did 
something right. I have no doubt that it was 
because of the merit of my ancestors dying 
“al Kiddush Hashem,” sanctifying God’s 
name, that I have the privilege to become a 
full-fledged Jew.

 
I can never judge my ancestors decision 

for converting to Catholicism or even 
question what my ancestors had to go 
through to hide their Jewish identity. But the 
fact is that many of their descendants ended 
up not being Jewish. From my family I am 
the only one who “returned” to embrace 
Judaism. This leaves me with a great 
responsibility to make sure my descendants 
remain strong, proud Jews. Whenever I 
make of my grandmother’s marrano dishes I 
feel I am performing an act of defiance and 
triumph. When I eat this food on Shabbat I 
rejoice; the Inquisition is gone, but I remain! 
There is nothing better than seeing my 
children with tzitzit and kippot, indulging in 
marzipan!

I feel proud that even though many of my 
family members died “al Kiddush Hashem,” 
today my children are living “al Kiddush 
Hashem.”

(For more information, read A Drizzle of Honey: The 
lives and recipes of the Spanish Secret Jews, by David 
Gilitz and Linda Davidson)

Continued from page 4
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Once the apotheosis of a pro-Western, 
dependable Muslim democracy, Turkey 

officially left the Western alliance and 
became a full member of the Iranian axis.

It isn’t that Ankara’s behavior changed 
fundamentally in recent days. There is 
nothing new in its massive hostility toward 
Israel and its effusive solicitousness toward 
the likes of Syria and Hamas. Since the 
Islamist AKP party first won control over the 
Turkish government in the 2002 elections, 
led by AKP chairman Recip Tayyip 
Erdogan, the Turks have incrementally and 
inexorably moved the formerly pro-Western 
Muslim democracy into the radical Islamist 
camp populated by the likes of Iran, Syria, 
Hizbullah, al-Qaida and Hamas.

What made Turkey’s recent behavior 
different from its behavior in previous 
months and years is that its attacks were 
concentrated, unequivocal and undeniable 
for everyone outside of Israel’s scandalously 
imbecilic and flagellant media.

Until a few weeks ago, both Israel and 
the US were quick to make excuses for 
Ankara. When in 2003 the AKP-dominated 
Turkish parliament prohibited US forces 
from invading Iraq through Kurdistan, the 
US blamed itself. Rather than get angry at 
Turkey, the Bush administration argued that 
its senior officials had played the diplomatic 
game poorly.

In February 2006, when Erdogan became 
the first international figure to host Hamas 
leaders on an official state visit after the 
jihadist group won the Palestinian elections, 
Jerusalem sought to explain away his 
diplomatic aggression. Israeli leaders 
claimed that Erdogan’s red carpet treatment 
for mass murderers who seek the physical 
destruction of Israel was not due to any 
inherent hostility on the part of the AKP 
regime toward Israel. Rather, it was argued 
that Ankara simply supported democracy 
and that the AKP, as a formerly outlawed 
Islamist party, felt an affinity toward Hamas 
as a Muslim underdog.

Jerusalem made similar excuses for 
Ankara when during the 2006 war with 
Hizbullah Turkey turned a blind eye to 
Iranian weapons convoys to Lebanon that 
traversed Turkey; when Turkey sided with 
Hamas against Israel during Operation Cast 
Lead, and called among other things for 
Israel to be expelled from the UN; and when 
Erdogan caused a diplomatic incident this 
past January by castigating President Shimon 
Peres during a joint appearance at the Davos 
conference. So, too, Turkey’s open support 
for Iran’s nuclear weapons program and its 
galloping trade with Teheran and Damascus, 
as well as its embrace of al-Qaida financiers 
have elicited nothing more than grumbles 
from Israel and America.

Initially, Israel sought to continue its policy 
of making excuses for Turkish aggression 
against it. After Turkey disinvited the IAF 
from the Anatolian Eagle joint air exercise 
with Turkey and NATO, senior officials like 
Deputy Foreign Minister Danny Ayalon and 
opposition leader Tzipi Livni tried to make 
light of the incident, claiming that Turkey 
remains Israel’s strategic ally.

But Turkey wasted no time in making 
fools of them. Eleven Turkish government 
ministers descended on Syria to sign a pile 
of cooperation agreements with Iran’s Arab 
lackey. The Foreign Ministry didn’t even 
have a chance to write apologetic talking 
points explaining that brazen move before 
Syria announced it was entering a military 
alliance with Turkey and would be holding 
a joint military exercise with the Turkish 

military. Speechless in the wake of Turkey’s 
move to hold military maneuvers with its 
enemy just two days after it canceled joint 
training with Israel, Jerusalem could think of 
no mitigating explanation for the move.

Tuesday was characterized by escalating 
verbal assaults on the Jewish state. First 
Erdogan renewed his libelous allegations 
that Israel deliberately killed children in 
Gaza. Then he called on Turks to learn how 
to make money like Jews do.

Erdogan’s anti-Israel and anti-Semitic 
blows were followed on by Turkey’s 
government-controlled TRT1 television 
network’s launch of a new prime-time series 
portraying IDF soldiers as baby- and little 
girl-killers who force Palestinian women to 
deliver stillborn babies at roadblocks and 
line up groups of Palestinians against walls 
to execute them by firing squad.

The TRT1 broadcast forced Israel’s hand. 
The Foreign Ministry announced it was 
launching an official protest with the Turkish 
Embassy. Unfortunately, it was unclear who 
would be coming to the Foreign Ministry to 
receive the demarche, since Turkey hasn’t 
had an ambassador in Israel for three weeks.

Turkey’s break with the West; its decisive 
rupture with Israel and its opposition to the 
US in Iraq and Iran was predictable. Militant 
Islam of the AKP variety has been enjoying 
growing popularity and support throughout 
Turkey for many years. The endemic 
corruption of Turkey’s traditional secular 
leaders increased the Islamists’ popularity. 
Given this domestic Turkish reality, it 
is possible that Erdogan and his fellow 
Islamists’ rise to power was simply a matter 
of time.

But even if the AKP’s rise to power 
was eminently predictable, its ability to 
consolidate its control over just about 
every organ of governance in Turkey as 
well as what was once a thriving free press, 
and change completely Turkey’s strategic 
posture in just seven years was far from 
inevitable. For these accomplishments the 
AKP owes a debt of gratitude to both the 
Bush and Obama administrations, as well as 
to the EU.

The Bush administration ignored the 
warnings of secular Turkish leaders in the 
country’s media, military and diplomatic 
corps that Erdogan was a wolf in sheep’s 
clothing. Rather than pay attention to 
his past attempts to undermine Turkey’s 
secular, pro-Western character and treat 
him with a modicum of suspicion, after the 
AKP electoral victory in 2002 the Bush 

administration upheld the AKP and Erdogan 
as paragons of Islamist moderation and 
proof positive that the US and the West 
have no problem with political Islam. 
Erdogan’s softly peddled but remorselessly 
consolidated Islamism was embraced by 
senior American officials intent on reducing 
democracy to a synonym for elections rather 
than acknowledging that democracy is only 
meaningful as a system of laws and practices 
that engender liberal egalitarianism.

In a very real sense, the Bush 
administration’s willingness to be taken in 
by Erdogan paved the way for its decision 
in 2005 to pressure Israel to allow Hamas 
to participate in the Palestinian elections 
and to coerce Egypt into allowing the 
Muslim Brotherhood to participate in its 
parliamentary poll.

In Turkey itself, the administration’s 
enthusiastic embrace of the AKP meant that 
Erdogan encountered no Western opposition 
to his moves to end press freedom in Turkey; 
purge the Turkish military of its secular 
leaders and end its constitutional mandate 
to preserve Turkey’s secular character; 
intimidate and disenfranchise secular 
business leaders and diplomats; and stack 
the Turkish courts with Islamists. That is, in 
the name of its support for its water-downed 
definition of democracy, the US facilitated 
Erdogan’s subversion of all the Turkish 
institutions that enabled liberal norms to be 
maintained and kept Turkey in the Western 
alliance.

As for the Obama administration, since 
entering office in January it has abandoned 
US support for democracy activists 
throughout the world, in favor of a policy 
of pure appeasement of US adversaries at 
the expense of US allies. In keeping with 
this policy, President Barack Obama paid a 
preening visit to Ankara where he effectively 
endorsed the Islamization of Turkish foreign 
policy that has moved the NATO member 
into the arms of Teheran’s mullahs. Taken 
together, the actions of the Bush and 
Obama White Houses have demoralized 
Westernized Turks, who now believe that 
their country is doomed to descend into the 
depths of Islamist extremism. As many see 
it, if they wish to remain in Turkey, their 
only recourse is to join the Islamist camp 
and add their voices to the rising chorus 
of anti-Americanism and anti-Semitism 
sweeping the country.

Then there is the EU. For years Brussels 
has been stringing Turkey along, promising 
that if it enacts sufficient human rights 
reforms, the 80-million strong Muslim 

country will be permitted to join Europe. 
But far from inducing more liberal behavior 
on the part of Turkey, those supposedly 
enlightened reforms have paved the way 
for the Islamist ascendance in the country. 
By forcing Turkey to curb its military’s 
role as the guarantor of Turkish secularism, 
the EU took away the secularists’ last line 
of defense against the rising tide of the 
AKP. By forcing Turkey to treat its political 
prisoners humanely and cancel the death 
penalty, the EU eroded the secularists’ moral 
claim to leadership and weakened their 
ability to effectively combat both Kurdish 
and Islamist terror.

At the same time, by consistently refusing 
to permit Turkey to join the EU, despite 
Ankara’s moves to placate its political 
correctness, Brussels discredited still further 
Turkey’s secularists. When after all their 
self-defeating and self-abasing reforms, 
Europe still rejected them, the Turks needed 
to find a way to restore their wounded honor. 
The most natural means of doing so was 
for the Turks writ large to simply turn their 
backs on Europe and move toward their 
Muslim brethren.

For its part, as the lone Jewish state that 
belongs to no alliance, Israel had no ability 
to shape internal developments in Turkey. 
But still, Turkey’s decision to betray the 
West holds general lessons for Israel and 
for the free world as a whole. These lessons 
should be learned and applied moving 
forward not only to Turkey, but to a whole 
host of regimes and sub-national groups in 
the region and throughout the world.

In the first instance it is crucial for policy-
makers to recognize that change is the only 
permanent feature of the human condition. 
A country’s presence in the Western camp 
today is no guarantee that it will remain 
there in the future. Whether a regime is 
democratic or authoritarian or somewhere in 
the middle, domestic conditions and trends 
play major roles in determining its strategic 
posture over time. This is just as true for 
Turkey as it is for the US, for Iran and for 
Sweden and Egypt.

The loss of Turkey shows that countries 
can and do change. The best way to 
influence that change is to remain true 
to one’s friends, even if those friends are 
imperfect. Only by strengthening those who 
share one’s country’s norms and interests – 
rather than its procedures and rhetoric – can 
governments exert constructive influence on 
internal changes in other states and societies.

Moreover, it is only by being willing to 
recognize what makes an ally an ally and 
an adversary an adversary that the West will 
adopt policies that leave it more secure in 
the long run. A military-controlled Turkish 
democracy that barred Islamists from 
political power was more desirable than 
a popularly elected AKP regime that has 
moved Turkey into the Iranian axis. So, 
too, a corrupt Western-dependent regime 
in Afghanistan is more desirable than a 
Taliban-al-Qaida terror state. Likewise 
an unstable, weakened mullocracy in 
Iran challenged by a well-funded, liberal 
opposition is preferable to a strong, stable 
mullocracy that has successfully repressed 
its internationally isolated liberal rivals.

Turkey is lost and we’d better make our 
peace with this devastating fact. But if we 
learn its lessons, we can craft policies that 
check the dangers that Turkey projects and 
prepare for the day when Turkey may decide 
that it wishes to return to the Western fold.

(Source: The Jerusalem Post)

How Turkey was lost

Turkey’s famous Selimiye Mosque
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Here we go again. As Jews celebrate in their tens of 
thousands the festival of Booths, Succot, religious 

extremists like Sheikh Raed Salah incite Palestinian masses 
to recapture Jerusalem with “blood and fire.” Not to be 
outdone, the Palestinian Authority in Ramallah rushed in 
to pour fuel on the fire as it protests a “plan by Jews to 
perform religious rituals” on the Temple Mount,’ and called 
on the international community to “force Israel to put off its 
attempts to take over Jerusalem.”

So as Israel struggles to stop the stone throwers’ verbal 
assaults, and the next spate of resolutions, it’s worth 
reminding the world that ever since the Six Day War in 1967, 
when Israel captured the Old City of Jerusalem, millions of 
people have safely streamed to the Western Wall to offer 
their prayers and insert hand written supplications to the 
Almighty. While most visitors shedding their tears adjacent 
to Judaism’s holiest site - the Temple Mount - are Jews, not 
all pilgrims are. Witness Pope John Paul II inserting his own 
kvittel (written prayer) within the Wall’s cracks; pilgrims 
from Africa, tourists from Indonesia, Swamis from India, 
Evangelicals from the Americas, Buddhists from across Asia 
- all come and go to the Wall.

The only price of admission: donning a cardboard 
yarmulke or scarf. Presidents and prime ministers flock to 
the Western Wall as well, armed with the latest great hope 
for peace in the Holy Land. From the Oslo Accords to the 
Quartet Middle East road map for peace, every official, 
regardless of religious denomination, or lack of one, finds a 
welcome private moment of silent prayer or reflection at the 
Western Wall.

And yet recently, in the midst of the Jewish High Holy 
Days, French tourists on the Temple Mount were pelted by 
irate Palestinian worshipers who “mistook” them for Jews. 
And the stones, and orchestrated crescendo of violence have 
continued unabated. During this seemingly annual exercise, 
has any diplomat, foreign minister, religious icon, or 
political pundit asked himself, or better yet the Palestinians, 
one simple question - why? Why can we all pray in peace at 
the Western Wall, but the very notion of a Jew praying on 
the site of Solomon’s Temple begets only violence, denial 
and threats?

Related Outlaw Islamic Movement? Few Muslims willing 
to mimic Salah’s actions. The centrality of Jerusalem to the 
Jewish people was never lost on friend or foe.

Two thousand years ago the Romans, after destroying the 
Temple, plowed under its remains and banned Jews from 
returning. Emperor Hadrian tried to bury the very name of 
City of Peace, renaming Jerusalem, Aelia Capitolina. Later, 
Christians, for theological reasons, extended that painful ban 
and it was only conquering Muslim leaders who recognized 
the right of Jews to “return” to live in this small area of land.

Indeed, the Christian patriarchs unsuccessfully lobbied 
conquering Caliph Omar in the seventh century, and again 
when Saladin drove out the Crusaders in the twelfth, to 
prevent Jews from living in or returning to Jerusalem after 
the Christians had expelled them from the city. Such efforts 
by Christians were to be repeated and denied by various 
Muslim authorities for hundreds of years.

How to explain Muslim attitudes over the centuries? 
Because the Koran itself recognized Solomon’s Temple 
as a “Great place of prayer,” and Muslim leaders saw no 
theological problem with Jews praying adjacent to the Dome 
of the Rock and the nearby Al Aqsa Mosque. Indeed, in its 
1924 guide to Al-Haram Al- Sharif (the Temple Mount) the 
Supreme Muslim Council wrote “It’s identity with the site 
of Solomon’s Temple is beyond dispute,” adding this quote 

from the Book of Samuel: “This, too, is the spot according to 
the universal belief on which David built there an altar unto 
the Lord and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings.” 
That language would remain until the 1950s.

So why are things so dramatically different in 2009?
Simply put, generations of Palestinians, “educated” by 

Yasser Arafat and company, have been taught not believe 
there ever was a Solomon’s Temple. Textbooks and 
Palestinian media all repeat the self-delusionary canard 
denying any historic Jewish continuity or legitimacy in the 
Holy Land. Indeed, president Bill Clinton was reportedly 
shocked when Arafat called the Western Wall - the 
Jewish people’s holiest place - “a Muslim shrine” and the 
Palestinian leader’s chief negotiator at the make-or-break 
Camp David peace talks denied the ruins of Solomon’s 
temple lay beneath the Dome of the Rock.

Tragically, ever since Israel magnanimously turned over 
religious control of the Temple Mount to the Muslim Wakf 
in June 1967, successive generations have been taught that 
Israelis are Nazi-like invaders, illegitimate neighbors and 
enemies.

And “friends of peace,” far from urging Palestinians to 
deal with reality, help feed the delusion of denial. Witness 
the World Council of Churches, the largest umbrella group 
of Protestants, which recently launched the so-called Bern 
Initiative at its “Promised Land” conference in Switzerland. 
Its answer to Israel’s alleged “apartheid situation” in the 
Holy Land is to reinterpret the Bible by differentiating 
between “biblical history and biblical stories . . . as well to 
distinguish between the Israel of the Bible and the modern 
State of Israel.”

The current violence and rabble rousing by the Palestinians 
won’t make it any easier for US President Barack Obama, 
but the first thing he must do is not stop illegal nursery 
and bathroom add-ons in east Jerusalem but admonish the 
Palestinian leadership to stop denying the legitimacy of the 
Jewish people.

Simply put: There can be no peace in the Holy Land 
without the Arab and Muslim world acknowledging what 
their Holy Book and ancestors recognized as the historic link 
of the Jewish people to its land and its Holy sites. Unless 
and until that happens, there will be no peace in our time.

(Source: The Jerusalem Post)

The establishment of the State of Israel in 
1948, the Nakba (catastrophe) for Arabs, 

and the aggression by five well-armed Arab 
countries, assisting local Arab gangs and 
militias that had been attacking Jews for 
years, placed Jews in Israel and the state in 
mortal danger.

Fighting back, Israel eventually negotiated 
an armistice in 1949 that allowed a respite 
from open war, albeit not terrorism, and 
without peace. The Egyptians occupied the 
Gaza Strip; the Jordanians occupied Judea, 
Samaria and the eastern part of Jerusalem, 
including the Old City and Temple Mount; 
Syria continued to occupy the Golan Heights, 
from which it constantly shelled Israeli 
settlements; all trained and supplied terrorists 
who raided Israel. The UN did nothing.

Arabs who left homes and property in 
Israel and many from other countries who 
joined Arab armies and did not want to 
return, remained in Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, 
most as “refugees” under the care of 
UNRWA.

This heterogeneous population was called 
“Arab refugees,” not “Palestinians,” because at 
the time there was no such group, or people.

One reason they were called “Arab 
refugees” was because there were many 
other refugees in Palestine, who were 
Jewish. Hundreds of thousands of Jewish 
refugees from Arab countries streamed into 
Israel. UNRWA offered no aid, although 
Jewish refugees had lost everything and the 
newly established state had few resources.

It took a crafty Egyptian, Yasser Arafat, to 
create the PLO with his friends to promote 
the destruction of Israel and the return of 
Arab refugees. Arab countries saw them 
as convenient proxies in their war against 
Israel, to “liberate Palestine.”

Except for Jordan, no Arab host country 
permitted the newcomers to obtain 
citizenship; as temporary residents, their 
civil and humanitarian rights were harshly 
restricted.

The designation “Palestinian” did not 
become widely accepted until after the war 
in 1967, in which Israel, in self-defense, 
captured areas that had been assigned to 
a Jewish State by the League of Nations 
and Mandate, and then occupied by Arab 
countries: Judea, Samaria, and eastern 
Jerusalem; the Gaza Strip, Golan Heights, 
rich in Jewish history and archeology, and 
the Sinai Peninsula.

As the PLO launched mega-terrorist 
attacks around the world, “Palestinianism” 
became accepted, backed by the Arab 
League, Muslim and “non-aligned” 
countries, and the United Nations.

As the proportion of anti-Israel countries 
in the UN grew, “Palestinians” were given 
more and more recognition, support and 
legitimacy, unlike any other group.

And the fraud worked! It worked so 
well because the world`s media accepted 
the Palestinians` self-definition and their 
cause. Even the Israeli media, politicians 
and jurists adopted this myth. Academics 

promoted “Palestinian archeology,” 
“Palestinian society and culture.” Every time 
someone writes or speaks of “Palestinians” 
it reinforces this myth.

‘Liberating Palestine’
Most major newspapers use only the term 

“West Bank” – a Jordanian reference from 
1950 to distinguish the area from the “East 
Bank” – rather than its authentic names, 
Judea and Samaria, apparently to deny its 
Jewish history.

“Palestinian” came to mean Arabs who 
lived in Judea, Samaria and Gaza – as well 
as those in UNRWA-sponsored “refugee 
camps” in Lebanon, Syria and Jordan, and 
hundreds of thousands of “Palestinians” 
living throughout the world. By UNRWA`s 
unique and controversial definition, anyone 
who claims to live or have lived in Palestine, 
and all descendents, forever, are considered 
“Palestinian,” with full rights and privileges.

Spread among 58 “refugee camps” (in 
many cases entire towns) UNRWA`s over 
half-billion dollar budget supports about 1.5 
million “refugees in camps” and 5 million 
“registered refugees;” the total population is 
expected to reach 7 or 8 million next year, 
and growing.

As Palestinian nationalism spread among 
Israeli Arabs, the term became an identity 
magnet for Arabs on both sides of the 
1949 Armistice Line – the “Green Line,” 
as well as those living in other countries. 
Today, “Palestinian” can be anyone who for 

whatever reason identifies as such, including 
their children, grandchildren, etc.

This amalgam of national identity is 
possible because “Palestinian” is not a 
separate, unique linguistic, cultural, ethnic, 
religious or racial group. Nor does this 
motley group, currently led by Fatah and 
Hamas terrorist organizations, aspire to a 
country with clearly defined borders. Their 
goal is not statehood, but exterminating the 
Jews, thereby “liberating Palestine.”

The success of “Palestinianism” is a tribute 
to what money, influence and Jew-hatred 
will buy and attract. That Jewish and Israeli 
media and NGO`s support Palestinianism 
stems from liberal ideals of helping those 
who are less fortunate, the underdog, and 
even a genuine, although misdirected desire 
to live in peace, a supreme Jewish value. 

Although there’s probably no way to 
prevent the notion of “Palestiniansm” from 
spreading, there’s no reason to ignore it, 
and less to accept it. Arabs of Palestine are 
entitled to civil and human rights in the 
countries in which they have resided for 
generations. That there needs to be a second 
Arab Palestinian state, in addition to Jordan, 
which was carved out of Palestine and whose 
population is two-thirds “Palestinian,” and 
whether such a state will resolve all the 
attendant problems is extremely doubtful.

(Moshe Dan, a former assistant professor of 
History, is a writer and journalist living in Israel)  
(Source: Ynet News.com)

The Temple Mount is Key to Israeli – Palestinian Peace

A dirty little secret

By Marvin Hier & Abraham Cooper

By Moshe Dan
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Over ten years ago, a body of intercessory prayer groups 
from six continents felt prompted to call for 40 days 

of prayer and fasting for Jerusalem. After a number of other 
periods of prayer and fasting for 40 days for various needy 
groups, they believed item number one on the Lord’s agenda 
is Jerusalem. I believe it remains very important that we give 
ourselves to serious prayer and fasting for Jerusalem.

When I had a powerful personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ in 1941 in an army barrack room in England in the 
night, that encounter radically and permanently changed 
my life. God immediately began to teach me some amazing 
things, one of which was the importance & necessity of 
fasting.

In 1973 I published a book called Shaping History 
Through Prayer and Fasting, in which I gave both personal 
and historical examples (mainly from the history of the 
U.S), to show how in crucial times it was fasting, in addition 
to prayer, that made radical changes and caused God’s 
intervention in the events of history.

The Significance of Jerusalem

How does this relate? Jerusalem is the focus of God’s 
purposes on earth. At the beginning of the 20th century, 
Jerusalem was an insignificant little village in a province of 
the Ottoman Empire and of no real political consequence. 
If you had told people that a hundred years later Jerusalem 
was to be the center of world attention and conflict, they 
wouldn’t have believed it.

What’s the reason for all the attention and controversy 
connected with Jerusalem? There is no sufficient natural 
or political explanation for the furor worldwide over this 
small city with less than a million people in a little country. 
By the world’s standards, it is just a drop in the ocean. Yet 
you hardly open your newspaper without some reference to 
Israel. The reason is that it’s primarily it is a spiritual issue 
and an issue of supreme importance. It concerns the return 
of Jesus Christ to set up His kingdom on earth. Behind all 
this furor is the enmity and the opposition of Satan.

Scripture makes it absolutely clear that Jesus will not 
come back to earth until the Jews have been re-established 
in Jerusalem and in the land of Israel.

Satan, the archenemy of God, His people and His 
purposes, hates and fears the thought of Jesus’ return 

more than any other. He is opposing with every means in 
his power the return of the Lord Jesus Christ. When Jesus 
returns, that will be the end of Satan’s period as the god of 
this world. He will be confined in a gloomy dungeon for a 
thousand years, released briefly, and then confined to the 
lake of fire for eternity.

Before Jesus will return, the Jews will have to be 
reestablished in Jerusalem. It has to become their city, and 
their hearts have to be prepared to recognize and receive 
the Messiah whom they rejected (see Matthew 23:37–39, 
Zechariah 12:10–12).

Jesus is coming back to a scene that has been prepared. It 
is a scene of the city of Jerusalem where the Jewish people 
are regathered and where they are spread abroad throughout 
the land. That is what Jesus is coming back to.

Opposition to the Lord’s Return

Satan’s number one aim, I believe, is to prevent or  
delay the return of Jesus. He is clever enough and 
sufficiently acquainted with Scripture to know that if he 
can frustrate the return of the Jews to this land and the 
establishment of Jerusalem as their capital city, then Jesus 
will not come back.

This leads to a rather startling conclusion, but one that 
I believe is very true and scriptural: opposition to the 
reestablishment of the Jewish people in Jerusalem and 
in this land is, in reality, opposition to the return of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. The forces that are arrayed against the 
reestablishment of Israel are, in actual fact, opposing the 
return of the Lord Jesus Himself.

That throws a very important light on this whole 
controversial situation. It is not just a matter of politics. It 
is a matter of supreme spiritual importance. We need to be 
concerned, each of us, for our own nations. Every nation, 
in a sense, has to be very careful as to their attitude toward 
what is central in God’s purposes.t

Our Debt to the Jewish People

I want to point out some elementary, simple truths. All 
Christians – whatever race or background or nationality – 
owe an incalculable debt to the Jewish people, a spiritual 
debt. Every spiritual blessing we have ever received we owe 
to one nation, the Jewish people.

Let me illustrate this briefly: If there had been no Jews, 
there would be no patriarchs, no prophets, no apostles, no 
Bible, and no Savior. How much would any of us have 
without those five things? No wonder Jesus Himself said 
in John 4:22: “Salvation is from the Jews.” Every person 
who has received salvation through faith in Jesus owes their 
whole spiritual inheritance to the Jewish people.

But the tragedy is that rather than acknowledge our debt to 
the Jewish people, multitudes of professing Christians over 
the centuries have compounded that debt by sixteen or more 
centuries of rabid anti-Semitism. Most of the anti- Semitic 
activity in Europe (which was the area mainly affected, but 
also in Russia) was carried out by professing Christians, 
often led by priests and by people carrying crucifixes, all 
done in the name of Christ.

If you find that Jewish people are rather reluctant to 
acknowledge the claims of Jesus, or to give ear to the claims 
of the Christian gospel, you need to bear that fact in mind. 
They have a background of sixteen or more centuries of 
vicious, unjust persecution carried out in the name of Christ 
by professing Christians.

What Can We Do?
You might ask: How can we make amends? The answer 

is, we can’t. There is nothing we can ever do that will 
expiate all the crimes that have been carried out in the 
name of Christ against the Jewish people for all those many 
centuries.

We cannot make amends. But we should repent. If we 
repent, John the Baptist instructed the people of his day, 
“Bear fruits worthy of repentance” (Matthew 4:8). 

In other words, “Do something practical to show that 
you really have repented.” One thing we can do, which is 
practical and very powerful, is to accept our responsibility to 
intercede for Israel, for Jerusalem and for the Jewish people.

There is a very beautiful picture in Isaiah that speaks 
about intercession for Jerusalem. The Lord is speaking and 
He says:

“I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem; they 
shall never hold their peace [never become silent] day or 
night. You who make mention of the LORD, do not keep 
silent, and give Him no rest till He establishes, and till He 
makes Jerusalem a praise in the earth.” (Isaiah 62:6–7).

Other versions render that, “Give Him no rest, and take 
no rest for yourselves until the Lord establishes Jerusalem 
as the praise of the earth.” That is a word spoken to us as 
believers in Jesus at this time when God is moving for the 
restoration of Jerusalem. There should be watchmen, in a 
spiritual sense, on the walls of Jerusalem ringing the whole 
earth around in every nation where there are Christians. 
There should be intercessors taking their place on the walls 
of Jerusalem.

In the military, to be on watch is a very serious 
responsibility. If you fall asleep on watch it is a court-martial 
offense, and that is the seriousness I believe God wants us 

Prayer and Fasting for Jerusalem
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to attach to this commitment to intercede for Jerusalem. 
Though we may not be physically situated on the walls of 
Jerusalem, in a spiritual sense that is where God is posting 
intercessors from the nations all around the world.

An interesting word appears there. God says, “You who 
make mention of the LORD, do not keep silent.” The 
Hebrew word is mazkira, which means somebody who 
reminds somebody else. It is the modern Hebrew word for 
“secretary.” One of a secretary’s jobs is to remind the boss 
of appointments and what they have to do. We are to be 
the Lord’s secretaries, reminding Him, “Lord, remember, 
You promised to Abraham, Isaac and Israel. Remember 
what Jesus said about Jerusalem? Remember, remember, 
remember.” In other words, we are holding God to His own 
commitment

to Jerusalem. 

That is the most powerful form of intercession we can 
practice. It says,

“God, You said. We hold You to Your word. We will not 
keep quiet. We will not stop praying till You do what You 
have said.” God looks for that kind of intercession around 
the world.

Prayer Points To Use
Here are seven prayer points we should bring before the 

Lord:
1 For God to remove the veil He has sovereignly placed 

upon the Jewish heart concerning the Messiahship of Jesus.
2 For Jerusalem to remain as Israel’s undivided capital 

city.
3 For deliverance from religious spirits which dominate 

this whole territory – Jewish, Christian and others – for they 
are all tremendously very powerful.

4 For peace between religious and secular Jews. There is a 
present crisis in the land on that issue.

5 For peace between believers. And that, again, is not what 
exists at this time.

6 For the Body of Messiah to become a praying, maturing 
body.

7 For Christian leaders. Ask God to move supernaturally 
upon Christian leaders worldwide to recognize the unique 
significance of Jerusalem in God’s end-time purposes.

It is for you to determine how you will apply these points 
in your own particular prayer element.

How God Will Judge The Nations

I want to give one more very important fact. It may shock 
you, but I will show it to you out of Scripture. God will 
judge the nations on the basis of their treatment of the Jews. 
He is not going to judge the nations on a lot of complicated 
issues. There is going to be one issue. This is a startling fact. 
Let me show you what Joel 3:1–2 says. The Lord is speaking 
in the first person:

“For behold, in those days and at that time, when I bring 
back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem [for this is the 
time of the restoration of the Jewish people to their own 
land] I will also gather all nations, and bring them down 
to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; and I will enter into judgment 
with them there on account of My people, My heritage 
Israel, whom they have scattered among the nations; they 
have also divided up My land.”

Here we see two points on which God will judge the 
Gentile nations:

1 How they have treated the Jewish people.
2 What they have done to the land that God, with an 

eternal covenant, promised to Abraham, Isaac, and Israel 
forever.

At the end of World War I, the League of Nations assigned 
to Britain a mandate to administer this territory. One of the 
assigned purposes of the mandate was to establish a Jewish 
national home in this land. In 1922, Winston Churchill, 
with one stroke of the British pen, created an Arab state 
then known as Transjordan (now known as Jordan) on the 
east side of the Jordan River, occupying about 75 percent of 
the total inheritance promised to Israel. So that cut off 75 
percent.

Then after WWII, the United Nations arranged to partition 
the remaining territory between Jews and Arabs, leaving the 
Jews perhaps 12 percent of the total territory promised to 
them by God. We have to acknowledge that the nations have 
divided up God’s land, and He has declared He will judge 

them on that basis.
He will judge them on the way they have the time to 

treated the Jews, and I have spoken about all the long, 
intercede for weary centuries of anti-Semitism – God will 
take that into account too. Not only does God say that in 
the Old Testament. He says it also in the New Testament 
(Matthew 25:31–46), in what is known as the Parable of 
the Sheep and Goats (however, this is not a parable but a 
prophecy), Jesus declares how God will judge the nations. 
He will separate them into two categories, the sheep and the 
goats. There will be only one basis of the division – how 
they have treated the brothers of Jesus, the Jewish people.

The sheep nations who have treated the Jews with 

kindness and compassion will inherit the earthly kingdom 
that Jesus has come to establish. But the goat nations that 
have persecuted and been merciless and unjust to the Jewish 
people will receive one of the most terrible sentences that 
has ever fallen from the lips of God:

“Depart from Me, you cursed, into everlasting fire 
prepared for the devil and his angels” (Matthew 25:41).

Notice that everlasting fire was never prepared for human 
beings. However, human beings who do not meet with 
God’s conditions will end up there together with the devil 

and his angels. The point of division, the separating line, 
is very simple. Have the nations persecuted, oppressed and 
despised the Jewish people or, have they shown mercy and 
compassion in their hour of need? It is a very solemn issue. 
By it, nations will determine their destiny.

A Time For Intercession

There is another Scripture in Isaiah—one of those amazing 
Scriptures that you can read and not really notice what it 
says. In Isaiah 60:12, the Lord is speaking to Zion (that is, 
the Jewish people in their land), and He says:

“For the nation and kingdom which will not serve you 
shall perish, and those nations shall be utterly ruined.”

As you know, I am British by background, and I 
was serving with the British forces in Israel until I was 
discharged from the army in 1946. At that time, the British 
Empire was probably as large in territory as any empire in 
recorded history, having come victoriously through two 
world wars. Yet, between 1948 and the following few years, 
the British Empire fell apart totally, until today Britain is 
hardly a major world power any longer.

Britain was never defeated in war. There is only one 
explanation for this dramatic decline in the history and 
destiny of Britain. In the years 1947 and 1948, when the 
destiny of this land and the destiny of the state of Israel 
were being decided (and I was an eyewitness, I’m not 
theorizing), Britain did everything short of open war to 
frustrate and prevent the birth of the state of Israel. That is 
the point at which the decline of the British Empire became 
an avalanche.

Today I am an American citizen, and I want to say to my 
fellow Americans, I see the American government following 
the same policy as Britain followed in 1947 and 1948, 
which is not open war, but clever political manipulation to 
frustrate the purposes of God. The United States might be 
the wealthiest and most powerful nation, but that makes no 
difference. Any nation that does not serve God’s purposes, 
God says, will perish.

Not only is this a time of intercession for Jerusalem. For 
all of us from Gentile backgrounds, whatever our nationality, 
it should also be a time of intercession for our own nation 
and our government not to take a collision course with 
Almighty God and His purposes in history.

Will you pray that the Lord will impact you by the 
power of His Holy Spirit to lay hold of Him in fervent 
intercession?

(Derek Prince (1915-2003) was educated at Eton and Cambridge where 
he later held a fellowship in Philosophy. While serving in the British army 
during World War II, he experienced a life-changing encounter with Jesus 
Christ. He then devoted his life to the teaching and study of the Bible 
and became internationally recognized as a leading authority on Bible 
prophecy. His daily radio program continues to touch lives around the 
world – www.derekprince.org))
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Much has been written and said about 
the inaccuracies, shortcomings and 

the moral inversion of the United Nations 
Human Rights Council’s Mission presided 
over by Judge Richard Goldstone and his 
three fellow members. Most critics have 
understandably addressed the political and 
military issues involved. It is important, 
however, also to deconstruct the Goldstone 
Mission’s Report from a legal point of view.

This is so because the report uses the 
veneer of respectability that comes with 
legal methodology, and with the presence of 
an internationally respected judge, to gain 
credibility. Law is a very powerful weapon 
to give respectability to contemptible 
actions and opinions. The South African 
Apartheid Government was very legalistic 
in its approach to racial oppression, and was 
punctilious about promulgating proper laws, 
and about maintaining a fully functioning 
judiciary to give the façade of respectability 
to its repugnant policies.

The United Nations, through its various 
organs, but particularly through its Human 
Rights Commission, uses the superficial 
veneer of law and legal methodology to give 
credence and credibility to its anti-Israel 
agenda. The Goldstone Mission is a case 
in point. Careful analysis reveals that the 
legalities utilized are merely a cover for a 
political strategy of deligitimizing Israel. 
Judge Goldstone claims that the Mission “is 
not a judicial enquiry [but is] a fact-finding 
mission.”

This is a distinction without a difference. 
The Mission’s Report makes numerous 
factual findings, and some legal, just as if it 
were a judicial body.

The Report could have salvaged some 
measure of integrity had it stated that its 
findings, both legal and factual, were only 
prima facie. It did not do so.

Judges make factual and legal findings 
which have practical implications. There are 
very real consequences for Israel resulting 
from the findings of the Mission. Apart 
from holding Israel liable in international 

law to pay war reparations, Judge Goldstone 
refers the findings to the highest authorities 
of international law, including the United 
Nation’s General Assembly and the 
Security Council, and he recommends the 
commencement of criminal investigations in 
the national courts of the state signatories to 
the Geneva Convention of 1949. Of course, 
the Report also inflicts very great and real 
harm to Israel’s reputation in the court of 
world opinion. This has serious political, 
economic and military implications for 
Israel’s future, and for its very survival.

The Goldstone Mission is replete with 

procedural and substantive injustices.
Any civilized legal system requires that 

justice be done on two levels: procedural 
and substantive. The Goldstone Mission 
is replete with procedural and substantive 
injustices. From a procedural point of view, 
there are four main areas of injustice.

Firstly, the Human Rights Council’s 
Resolution S-9/1 establishing the Mission 
expressly states that it “[s]trongly 
condemns the ongoing Israeli military 
operation [in Gaza] which has resulted in 
massive violations of the human rights of 
the Palestinian people,” and in so doing 
pre-judges the guilt of Israel. The Resolution 
refers many times to Israel’s guilt in a 
very lengthy document which is phrased 
in wide, undisciplined and aggressive 
language. Furthermore, it calls upon the 
Mission to investigate Israel’s conduct and 
not that of Hamas. Although Goldstone 
and the President of the Human Rights 
Council purported to extend the ambit of the 
mandate, the legal basis for their doing so 
without the express authority of the Council 
is not clear.

The second procedural injustice is that the 

members of the Mission publicly expressed 
beforehand their opinions on this conflict. 
The most explicit in this regard, Professor 
Christine Chinkin, was one of the signatories 
to a letter published in the Sunday Times of 
London which stated that “Israel’s actions 
amount to aggression, not self-defense, 
not least because its assault on Gaza was 
unnecessary.” The letter is published under 
the heading “Israel’s bombardment of Gaza 
is not self-defense - it’s a war crime.”

The other three members, Judge Richard 
Goldstone, Hina Jilani and Desmond 
Travers, all signed a letter initiated by 

Amnesty International stating: “Events in 
Gaza have shocked us to the core.” Thus, 
all four members of the Mission, including 
Goldstone himself, expressed public 
opinions concerning the Gaza conflict before 
they began their work.

Thirdly, the Goldstone Mission violated 
another basic principle of justice, audi 
alteram partem - let the other side be heard. 
At least due to the procedural injustices 
already referred to, the State of Israel 
correctly refused to cooperate with the 
Mission. Once it had done so the Mission 
ought, if it were objective and fair, to have 
accepted Israel’s right to remain silent 
and then ought to have desisted from 
making findings whether factual or legal. 
But it did not do so, and as any lawyer 
knows unanswered allegations often 
prove unreliable and in almost all conflict 
situations there are serious disputes of fact, 
and often of law as well.

The Mission’s findings were based on 
accepting the allegations of only one party 
to the conflict. The Mission did not try to 
cross-examine or challenge the witnesses in 
any real way. There is a lengthy, fascinating 
article by Jonathan HaLevi of the Jerusalem 
Center for Public Affairs in which he 
analyses in detail the methodology employed 
by the Mission in respect of witnesses. 
He demonstrates that there was a lack of 
adequate cross-examination of the testimony 
of the witnesses. Unproven allegations of 
Hamas officials were accepted as established 
facts. Even the most basic questions were 
not asked; when, for example, allegations 
were made of Israel’s bombing civilian 
installations, witnesses were not asked 
whether there were Hamas fighters or 
weaponry in the vicinity, or whether any 
attacks had been launched from the area.

There is a fourth procedural injustice 
which undermines the integrity and 
credibility of Judge Goldstone and the three 
other members of the Mission: There simply 
was not enough time to do the job properly.

Any lawyer with even limited experience 

knows that there was just not sufficient time 
for the Mission to have properly considered 
and prepared its report. One murder trial 
often takes many months of evidence 
and argument to enable a judge to make 
a decision with integrity. To assess even 
one day of battle in Gaza with the factual 
complexities involved would have required a 
substantial period of intensive examination. 
According to the Mission’s Report, the 
Mission convened for a total of 12 days.

They say that they considered a huge 
volume of written and visual material 
running into thousands of pages; they 

conducted three field trips; there were only 
four days of public hearings; and yet in a 
relatively short space of time the members 
of the Mission agreed to about 500 pages of 
detailed material and findings with not one 
dissenting opinion throughout.

They made no less than 69 findings, 
mostly of fact, but some of law and within 
those 69 there were often numerous 
sub-findings.

All of this was quite simply physically 
impossible if the job had been done with 
integrity and care.

The fourth procedural injustice also 
demonstrates the total sham of this process.

Goldstone and his Mission impute the 
worst of intentions to the actions of the State 
of Israel.

The substantive injustices of the Goldstone 
Mission’s Report are too numerous to 
mention in this article, but one illustrates 
how far the Mission was prepared to go, 
and that relates to the very important legal 
element of intent. Goldstone and his Mission 
impute the worst of intentions to the actions 
of the State of Israel, finding that Israel’s 
conduct was motivated by a desire to repress 
and oppress, and to inflict suffering upon 
the Palestinian people, and not primarily 
for the purpose of self-defense. It does this 
without any evidence and then, without any 
supporting evidence, asserts that many of 
Israel’s military operations such as that of 
Lebanon were motivated by the same goal.

The Mission fails to mention a modern 
leading military expert, Colonel Richard 
Kemp (the former commander of British 
forces in Afghanistan), who said, “From my 
knowledge of the IDF and from the extent 
to which I have been following the current 
operation, I do not think there has ever been 
a time in the history of warfare when an 
army has made more efforts to reduce civil 
casualties and deaths of innocent people 
than the IDF is doing today in Gaza.”

By contrast, on the Palestinian side, 
there is very clear evidence as to Hamas’s 
intentions - the Hamas Charter openly calls 
for the destruction of Israel, irrespective of 
borders. It also calls for the murder of all 
Jews worldwide. Hamas’s clear intention 
was to murder as many Israeli civilians 
as possible and to use its own civilian 
population as human shields. But not a 
word of Hamas’s expressly stated intentions 
appear in the report.

One aspect of the evidence, presented to 
but not accepted by the Goldstone Mission, 
was that of Hamas leader Fathi Hammad, 
who said: “This is why we have formed 
human shields of the women, the children, 
the elderly and the mujahideen, in order to 
challenge the Zionist bombing machine. It is 
as if we are saying to the Zionist enemy: We 
desire death while you desire life.”

These procedural and substantive 
injustices demonstrate the complete lack of 
integrity and fairness of the process. It looks 
like law, but it is not. It is just politics.

There can never be peace without justice 
and truth.

The Goldstone Mission is a disgrace to the 
most basic notions of justice, equality and 
the rule of law. And it is dangerous. Injustice 
will only lead to more death and destruction.

The Talmud says “The world stands on 
three things: truth, justice and peace.” These 
three values are linked. There can never be 
peace without justice and truth.

The Goldstone Mission is unjust and 
wanting in truth. It has, therefore, harmed 
the prospects for peace in the Middle East.

(The writer, Rabbi Warren Goldstein, who has a PhD. 
in Human Rights Law, is the chief rabbi of South Africa)

It looks like law, but it’s just politics
By Rabbi Warren Goldstein

Judge Richard Goldstone

Damaged home of elderly woman, Sderot
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Eight months into President Barack Obama’s 
administration, his Middle East peace “road map” is 

crystal clear. First, he dialed down the pressure on Iran, 
whose nuclear weapons program presents an existential 
threat to Israel. Second, he shifted the blame for Islamic 
extremism to Israel and solely blamed it for the Palestinian’s 
plight. Then he unilaterally ratcheted up the pressure 
on Israel to cease building settlements and to ease its 
self-defense blockade of Gaza. Now, Obama has upped the 
ante even further, framing lasting peace in the Middle East 
as requiring Israel to retreat to its 1967 borders. Although 
he blandly claims that there are “no preconditions” to 
relaunching negotiations, in truth he has doomed the peace 
talks before they even start. Obama has set up Israel as the 
fall guy for negotiations that will ultimately fail and is the 
architect of that failure.   

When Obama was elected – with 78 percent of the Jewish 
vote – there was concern about what his administration 
would mean for the 60 years of unwavering support America 
had provided Israel. Unlike his Republican opponent, 
John McCain, or his predecessor, George W. Bush, both 
longstanding supporters of Israel, Obama had no such track 
record and was championing a different course, one of 
détente with such hard-line regimes as Iran and Syria. Jews 
took heart when then-President-elect Obama selected a Jew, 
Rahm Emanuel, as his chief of staff, and Hilary Clinton, 
previously a staunch supporter of Israel from her days as 
senator from New York, as his secretary of state.

An examination of the first 250 days of President 
Obama’s administration convincingly demonstrates that 
the earlier concerns were well founded and the mitigating 
cabinet appointments mere window dressing. From his first 
telephone call as president to a head of state – Mahmoud 
Abbas, president of the Palestinian National Authority – 
and his first one-on-one television interview with any news 
organization – Al Arabiya TV – to his bowing to Prince 
Abdullah of Saudi Arabia, then embracing the Muslim 
world at Cairo University and, most recently, rebuking 
Israel in an address to the United Nations General Assembly, 
Obama has shown far more concern for strengthening ties 
with authoritarian regimes on the Arabian Peninsula than to 
maintaining the historically close alliance with the region’s 
only true democracy.

His Cairo speech scaled back his support of Israel in favor 
of establishing new diplomatic channels in the Arab world. 
He also equated the suffering of the Palestinians with the 
loss of 6 million Jewish lives in the Holocaust. Worse yet, 
Obama’s affirmation of the Arab propagandist idea that 
Israel was created as a response to the Holocaust greatly 
undermined its legitimacy as a state and ignored Jews’ 
forced diaspora and Judaism’s historical ties to the Middle 
East that predate all other religions. 

Instead of seeing Israel as the oasis and model for 
democracy that it is in the Middle East, Obama views the 
country and its conflict with its neighbors as “this constant 
wound ... this constant sore, [that] does infect all of our 
foreign policy.” It is as if the president has blinders on: in 
effect repeating the red herring that blames the atrocities of 
9/11 on America’s support of Israel, in July 2008, Obama 
stated, “The lack of a resolution to this problem [the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict] provides an excuse for anti-American 
militant jihadists to engage in inexcusable actions, so we 
have a national security interest in solving this.” Sound 
familiar? Former President Jimmy Carter, author of the 
canard, “Palestine: Peace Not Apartheid,” asserts, “lack of 
progress in the Middle East is one of the main causes for 
animosity, hatred and even violent acts against America.” 
Both presidents conveniently neglect the fact that Osama 
bin Laden and Al Qaeda, perpetrators of multiple attacks on 
America, never cared or linked any of their actions to the 
Palestinian cause until after 9/11. Islamic extremists are 
at war with the spread of Western culture, and the United 
States is the chief exporter of Western beliefs, so it is a pipe 
dream to assume that America can achieve détente with 
“anti-American militant jihadists” by, in effect, offering up 
Israel as a sacrificial lamb.

In his United Nations address, Obama called for Israel 
to establish “a viable, independent Palestinian state with 
contiguous territory that ends the occupation that began 
in 1967.” Like Bush before him, Obama referred to the 
territories Israel won in the Six-Day War — a preemptive 
defensive strike against armies from nine Arab countries 
massing on its borders — as “occupied territory” but, unlike 

Bush, Obama’s proposal has Israel retreating from its own 
land, returning to indefensible 1967 borders and trusting 
in the peaceful intentions of its neighbors. Bush didn’t go 
nearly that far, citing in his 2004 “road map” that “in light of 
new realities on the ground, including already existing major 
Israeli population centers, it is unrealistic to expect that 
the outcome of final status negotiations will be a full and 
complete return to the armistice lines of 1949.” Obama went 
even further, linking America’s continuing support for the 
Jewish state’s very security with his demand that it surrender 
the territory, stating, “The United States does Israel no favors 
when we fail to couple an unwavering commitment to its 
security with an insistence that Israel respect the legitimate 
claims and rights of the Palestinians.”  Of all the countries 
in history that have won wars, only Israel is being denied the 
fruits of its victory in 1967.   

Obama appears to have adopted as policy the controversial 
agreement Carter reached with Hamas last year to establish 
a Palestinian state in the territories won by Israel 42 years 
ago.  Additionally, and again in sharp contrast to the Bush 
Administration, which opposed a Palestinian national unity 
government, Obama has communicated his support, through 
Special Envoy to the Middle East George Mitchell, for the 
formation of a Hamas-Fatah coalition government. Obama 
has even gone so far as to request Congress amend the 
Omnibus Appropriations Act of 2009 to enable the United 
States to continue to provide financial aid to any Palestinian 
government if the President determines that it is in the 
interests of national security. 

As the United States, the European Union and other 
countries have classified Hamas as a terrorist organization, 
America under Obama would appear to have strange 
new bedfellows. Perhaps the president has forgotten that 
Hamas’ charter (Article 7) advocates the killing of all Jews 
by Muslims, its leaders are Holocaust deniers, that his own 
FBI director, Robert Mueller, in testimony before the U.S. 
Senate, cited “the FBI’s assessment that there is a ... threat 
of a coordinated terrorist attack in the U.S. from Palestinian 
terrorist organizations, such as Hamas,” that Hamas has 
never accepted Israel’s right to exist and is committed to 
“obliterating” it (preamble to Hamas charter), and that, 
according to Defense Secretary Robert Gates last January, 
Hamas and another terrorist organization, Hezbollah, have 
joined with Iran in fomenting “subversive activity” in Latin 
America. Or perhaps he believes America’s stated policy 
of not negotiating with terrorists – established by President 
Ronald Reagan in 1981 and reaffirmed by Obama as a 
presidential candidate in April 2008- should be scrapped.

The United States is proving to be a fair-weather ally, 
abandoning Israel in the face of an impending existential 
threat from a nuclear Iran. Obama’s self-declared 
“evenhanded” approach to solving the Middle East 
“problem” would appear to consist of continually pressuring 
Israel to give up its secure borders while simultaneously 
enabling grave threats to Israel’s very existence, refusing 
to engage the United States in taking action to halt Iran’s 
nuclear weapons program. Last May, the president 
connected the dots thusly: “To the extent that we can make 
peace ... between the Palestinians and the Israelis, then I 

think it actually strengthens our hand in the international 
community in dealing with a potential Iranian threat.” 
This idealistic view misses the point – Iran isn’t interested 
in a two-state solution. In the words of Iranian President 
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, “Israel must be wiped off the 
map,” is a “stinking corpse,” “is on its way to annihilation” 
and “has reached the end like a dead rat.” Not a lot of room 
to negotiate there.

Nor is there room to negotiate Iran’s nuclear weapons 
program. As Obama belatedly acknowledged on Sept. 26 
regarding the country’s newly disclosed nuclear power 
facility, “the size and configuration of this facility is 
inconsistent with a peaceful program.” Iran desires global 
power and to spread the religious and political ideology of 
the Islamic Revolution, so what’s left to negotiate? Access to 
nuclear energy for peaceful uses isn’t on Iran’s shopping list. 

Iran and Syria rank as the leading state sponsors of 
terrorism, yet the president has removed a longstanding 
export ban on American technology to Syria, allowing the 
transfer of spare aircraft parts, information technology and 
telecommunications equipment, all material that could 
also benefit the air force of Syria’s close ally, Iran. At the 
same time, Obama actually suspended the sale of military 
equipment to Israel – holding up the shipment of Apache 
helicopters after Israel moved to defend its citizenry against 
daily Hamas-enabled rocket barrages earlier this year – 
equipment necessary to safeguard Israel’s security against 
overwhelming odds. Syria, an unrepentant state supporter 
of terrorism, was exempted by Obama from the longtime 
ban on the sale of sensitive, dual-use technologies. Yet, it is 
only Israel that stands shoulder-to-shoulder with the United 
States as America’s most important and dependable ally in 
combating terrorism. Can the president see the difference?

Obama spoke eloquently to the United Nations about 
having compassion for “the Palestinian boy in Gaza who 
has ... no country to call his own.” Where’s his concern 
for the 3,000-year-old Jewish communities in Arab lands 
that were ethnically cleansed between 1948 and the early 
1970s? Commencing with Arab League retaliation for 
the declaration of the State of Israel, 1 million Jews were 
forcibly removed from their homes and personal property, 
forfeiting 62,000 square miles of land (nearly five times 
Israel’s 12,600 square miles) and assets worth approximately 
$300 billion. What of their “right of return?”

By tying the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to improving 
Muslim-U.S. relations, Obama has forced Israel into the 
position of answering for U.S. failures in the Muslim 
world and making the sacrifices necessary to mend that 
relationship. Obama has placed immense pressure on Israel 
to halt settlement building. Where is the equal pressure 
on the Palestinian Authority to ensure Israel’s security? 
Obama’s far greater pressure on the Israelis has emboldened 
Arab intransigence and moved the Middle East farther away 
from the prospect of peace. Case in point: Last weekend, 
Mohamed ElBaradei, the Egyptian chairman of the United 
Nations’ International Atomic Energy Agency, asserted that 
Israel’s nuclear weapons program, not Iran’s, is “the number 
one threat” to Middle East peace. In the words of Jeffrey 
Goldberg of The Atlantic, “Israel seeks Iran’s recognition; 
Iran seeks Israel’s destruction. So of course it is Israel that 
poses a threat.” Obama’s strong-arm policies toward Israel 
have created the opening Arab countries have long sought to 
solve “the Jewish problem” once and for all. 

President Obama’s new, “evenhanded” policy in the 
Middle East is anything but fair and balanced. His policies 
increasingly endanger and isolate Israel. At the United 
Nations, Obama forcefully stated that “the United States of 
America will never waiver in our efforts to stand up for the 
right of people everywhere to determine their own destiny,” 
that is, of course, unless the people are Israelis. Without 
the Jewish state of Israel as a standard bearer for Western 
ideals of democracy in the Middle East, the world will be 
a far more dangerous place. Then it will be America’s 
turn to stand alone as “Public Enemy No. 1” for Islamic 
fundamentalists. 

 (Lloyd Greif, the son of Holocaust survivors, is president and CEO 
of Greif & Co., chairman of the Los Angeles Economic Development 
Corporation and a director of both the Los Angeles Police Foundation 
and the Los Angeles Area Council, Boy Scouts of America. He is also the 
benefactor of the Lloyd Greif Center for Entrepreneurial Studies at the 
University of Southern California) 

(Source: Jewish Journal)
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One of the great unfulfilled and most 
remarkable prophecies of Scripture 

regarding the future of Israel and the Jewish 
people is found in Romans 11:25-27, 

“I do not want you to be ignorant of 
this mystery, brothers, so that you may not 
be conceited: Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in. And so all Israel will 
be saved: as it is written, The Deliverer will 
come from Zion; He will turn ungodliness 
away from Jacob. And this will be My 
covenant with them when I take away their 
sins.”                                          

The apostle Paul wrote these words more 
than 25 centuries ago. Since then, Empires 
and kingdoms, nations and peoples, have 
come and gone. But the nation of Israel 
and the Jewish people are still with us, and 
we are waiting for the fulfillment of Paul’s 
prophecy in that “All Israel will be saved.”

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, was 
set apart by God to bring the message of 
salvation in Jesus Christ to the Romans, 
the Gentiles. How can that be? The sign 
on Jesus’ cross did not say: “King of the 
Gentiles”, but “King of the Jews!” 

However, many Jews who looked for their 
Messiah refused to believe in Him when He 
came. Because of their unbelief, God offered 
His salvation also to non-Jews, the Gentiles. 
And so Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled, “I 
revealed Myself to those who did not ask for 
Me; I was found by those who did not seek 
Me” (Isa. 65:1). 

Paul, a Jew himself, tells the Gentiles that 
his coming to them doesn’t mean that he has 
abandoned the Jewish people because of 
their rejection of Jesus, and points out that 
not all Jews have rejected God’s message of 
salvation, and that God has not rejected that 
which He has chosen to be His own. It is 
this covenant loyalty that causes God not to 
reject His people Israel. Romans 11 teaches 
that God still regards with favour the nation 
of Israel (verses 2,28).

The prophet Elijah, in his days, thought he 
was the only prophet left in Israel, but God 
assured Elijah that neither he nor the nation 
had been forsaken. “I have reserved for 
Myself 7000 who have not bowed the knee 
to Baal” (1 Kings 19:18), the faithful part 
of the nation of Israel. This gave Elijah hope 
that God would fulfill His saving promises 
in the future. In Paul’s day as in Elijah’s 
day, and today a remnant of Jews believe 
in Christ because of God’s electing grace 
(Rom. 9:27-29).

The Mystery
Though not translated in the NIV, verse 25 

begins with “for”, linking it with verse 24. 
Paul is hopeful that Israel will be grafted 
back into the olive tree again, because a 
mystery has been revealed to him. 

By “mystery” Paul means something that 
has been “hidden” from God’s people in 
the past but now has been disclosed in the 
gospel by God Himself in His infinite grace.

The mystery had already been prophesied 
in what we call the Old Testament, “as it is 
written.” It is there in embryo, but it is not 
there in its fullness. You could read your 
Old Testament and easily overlook it, not 
understand it. 

An example from the New Testament of 
the use of this term ‘mystery’ we find in 
Romans 16 verses 25 and 26: “Now to Him 

who is able to strengthen you according 
to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the 
“mystery” that was kept secret for long ages 
but has now been disclosed and through the 
prophetic writings has been made known to 
all nations, according to the command of the 
eternal God, to bring about the obedience 
of faith – to the only wise God be glory 
forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.”

The Old Testament predicted that Gentiles 
would join Jews in worshipping the Lord. 
But totally new was the idea that the bulk 
of Israel would have to wait to enjoy the 
blessings of the kingdom until the set 
number of Gentiles had come in. 

But now Paul is going to tell the Gentile 
believers about the mystery. This “mystery” 
is not the opinion of Paul, the man. It is the 
prophetic utterance of Paul, the apostle, 
who is proclaiming Christ’s saving activity 
that transforms all of life and all of history 
(Romans 1:1-6).

What is the mystery disclosed to Paul 
here? He unfolds it in three stages: 

1) At this time in salvation history the 
majority of Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part.

2) During this same time the full number 
of the Gentiles is being saved.

3) God will do a new work in the future in 
which all Israel will be saved.

He warns the Gentile believers not to feel 
superior, because the unbelief of Jews has 
benefitted them. He says, “I do not want 
you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers, 
so that you may not be conceited.” In other 
words, “I really want you to know all about 
this, in order that you won’t be overconfident 
and think you know it all.” 

The Gentile followers of Jesus thought 
they had a far better understanding, because 
after all, they had been able to see the truth 
of the gospel, whereas the Jews had not. But 
in reality they had nothing to boast about at 
all. “Do not boast over those branches. If 
you do, consider this: You do not support 
the root, but the root supports you. You will 
say then, “Branches were broken off so that 
I could be grafted in.” Granted. But they 
were broken off because of unbelief, and you 

stand by faith. Do not be arrogant, but be 
afraid. For if God did not spare the natural 
branches, He will not spare you either” 
(Rom. 9:18-21). 

To become a Christian is not to cease to 
be Jewish; it is, as many messianic Jews 
emphasize, to become a “completed” Jew. 
Paul himself recognizes that Jews who 
became Christians had the right to continue 
to observe Torah. But Paul’s greater concern 
is that Jewish and Gentile Christians “accept 
one another just as Christ accepted you, 
in order to bring praise to God” (Romans 
15:7).

Paul’s warning to the Gentiles about 
their boasting over Jews has implications 
for anti-Semitism. The idea that God has 
now “replaced” Israel with the church, 
coupled with the belief that the Jews were 
responsible for the death of Christ, has 
contributed enormously to the anti-Semitism 
that has had such a long and terrible history.

There are many places in the Gospels and 
Acts where references to “the Jews” clearly 
refer only to Jewish leaders, or even certain 
Jewish leaders. More important, we need 
also to remember that the Jews’ involvement 
in Jesus’ death was representative of all 
humanity. The Jewish leaders were the 
people historically used by God to bring His 
Son to the cross. But it was the sin of the 
entire human race that ultimately required 
that sacrifice. We are all guilty of the blood 
of Christ’s death, and all of us equally are 
offered the opportunity to have our sins 
cleansed by it.

The apostle Paul drives this home in a 
powerful statement in verse 32: “For God 
has consigned them all to disobedience, that 
He may have mercy on all.” 

Hardening of the heart
Now we come to the mystery that Paul 

is revealing, the prophecy that “Israel has 
experienced a hardening in part until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.”

There is nothing new about this “hardening 
of the heart”, because Paul spoke about it 
already in verses 7-10, “What then? Israel 
failed to obtain what it was seeking. The 
elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 
as it is written, God gave them a spirit of 

stupor, eyes that they should not see and 
ears that would not hear, down to this very 
day. And David says, Let their table become 
a snare and a trap, a stumbling block and 
a retribution for them; let their eyes be 
darkened so that they cannot see, and bend 
their backs forever.”

Already in Deuteronomy 29:4, Moses 
urged Israel to believe: “You have seen all 
that the LORD did before your eyes in the 
land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his 
servants and to all his land, the great trials 
that your eyes saw, the signs, and those great 
wonders. But to this day the LORD has not 
given you a heart to understand or eyes to 
see or ears to hear.” 

The prophet Isaiah in chapter 29: 9,10 
says, “For the LORD has poured upon you a 
spirit of deep sleep, and has closed your eyes 
(the prophets), and covered your ears (the 
seers).” Isaiah gives up on his bewildered 
generation, seeing the judgment of God in 
their incomprehension of God. The divine 
Mystery blinds all who prefer not to see!

Real “sight” is with the eyes of faithful 
obedience. The heart must respond correctly 
to God, but Israel’s heart is unlikely to 
respond to God in the right way (Deut. 5:29; 
8:17; 9:4). Israel needs God to correct its 
lack of right heart, eyes, and ears (30:6)

In Hebrews 3 we read, “Therefore, as the 
Holy Spirit says: Today, if you will hear His 
voice, Do not harden your hearts as you did 
in the rebellion.” 

The history of the Children of Israel in 
the wilderness is a tragic history of unbelief. 
No, they did not doubt God’s power. They 
had seen the miracles of the plagues in 
Egypt, and having actually walked through 
the Red Sea dry-foot. For years they had 
been kept alive in a howling wilderness, 
fed with manna from heaven. But they 
were unwilling to respond and cooperate 
with God’s will and guidance. As a result 
the wilderness wanderers failed to enter the 
Promised Land because they did not believe 
in God’s protection, and they did not believe 
that God would help them conquer the 
giants in the land. And so unbelief leads to 
hardness of the heart (“deafness”), and eyes 
that cannot see (“blindness”).

In many places, the Bible warns us not to 
“harden’ our hearts. The Israelites became 
hardhearted when they disobeyed God’s 
commands and refuse to believe Him. 
(Numbers 13,14,20 and Psalm 95). If we 
persist in our unbelief and disobedience, God 
will eventually leave us alone in our sin. 

But God can give a new heart, new 
desires, and new spirits. “I will give you 
a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove from you your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put 
my Spirit in you and move you to follow My 
decrees and be careful to keep My laws” 
(Ezekiel 36:22-27). 

God loves Israel. Even after Jesus was 
rejected by most of the Jewish people, Paul 
says of them that they are “loved on account 
of the patriarchs, for God’s gifts and His 
call are irrevocable” (Romans 11:28, 
29). Beloved of God. That is how God 
sees Israel, despite everything. So-called 
‘unbelieving Israel’ is loved by God!

Faith is the one connecting link by which 
we make contact with God. Unbelief cuts 

God’s Faithfulness – All Israel Will Be Saved
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us off from God, and faith unites us with 
Him, making us receptive of His eternal life, 
“And this is the testimony, that God gave 
us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. 
Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does 
not have the Son of God does not have life” 
(1 John 11,12).

Hardening in part

Hardening of the heart is a terrible thing, 
and it is the ultimate explanation of all 
unbelief. However, Paul makes a qualifying 
statement. He says, “that hardening in part 
is happened to Israel.” What does he mean 
by “in part”?

Does it mean ‘that blindness is happened 
to a part of Israel, only some, or not all of 
them, are blind? That was so. Paul himself 
says, “I am a believer’, and also that ‘there is 
a remnant according to the election of grace’. 

The remnant is the many individual Jews 
that have responded to the gospel. But Paul 
here is dealing not with individuals, but with 
a nation as a whole. Paul’s teaching is about a 
corporate election of all Israel, “For you are 
a people holy to the LORD your God. The 
LORD your God has chosen you out of all 
the peoples on the face of the earth to be His 
people, His treasured possession” (Deut. 7:6).

The apostle is saying that Israel “has 
experienced a hardening in part.” Paul is 
first of all referring to the duration of the 
hardening, the blindness. What confirms 
this is of course the use of the word “until”. 
Hardening in part is happened until… 
Not only is the hardening partial, it is also 
temporary, it is not everlasting.

Israel has also experienced a hardening in 
part, because observant Jews know God, but 
they have a “blind spot” for who Jesus is. 

The Jews have heard the good news 
because the gospel has even gone to the end 
of the world. Israel should have understood 
from the prophecy of Deuteronomy 32:21, 
that the Gentiles would believe. In Romans 
10:19 Paul quotes from this verse to show 
that Israel will need a remedy for their 
unbelief regarding Jesus (in Rom. 11:11,14, 
Gentile faith is the remedy). Already in the 
book of the prophet Hosea, God said that 
they would come in – the Gentiles, and 
“They will be called My people, And they 
shall say, You are my God!” (Hosea 2:23).  
“It is written!” She who was a harlot, God 
betroths to Himself in righteousness and 
justice, in love and compassion (Hosea 3:16, 
19, 20). Hosea already prophesied about this 
day, and Paul is saying, this is that day!

“As regards to the gospel, they are 
enemies of God for your sake. But as regards 
election, they are beloved for the sake of 
their forefathers. For the gifs and the calling 
of God are irrevocable” (Rom. 11:28, 29)

Israel’s unbelief has benefitted the 
Gentiles. Where Jewish people rejected 
Jesus, the Gentiles were knocking on the 
door to get in. So it was the Jewish rejection 
that enabled the salvation of the Gentiles. 

We still live in the period of history in 
which Gentiles are being saved, while most 
of Israel remains in unbelief. Yet Israel’s 
unfaithfulness and disobedience are not 
enough to exhaust God’s redeeming love that 
outstrips the human capacity to comprehend! 
Israel will be saved because God never 
revokes His saving promise given to their 
forefathers Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

“When Israel was a child, I loved him, and 
out of Egypt I called My son” (Ex. 33: 19).
This is one of the most endearing passages 
in Hosea. The prophet is portraying the 
Lord not only as a husband but also as a 
father (Luke 15:11-32). And the apostle Paul 

quotes it to illustrate the stunning grace of 
God – that those who are not My people…
will be called ‘sons of the living God.” 

Under the old covenant, as Paul puts it in 
Ephesians 2, the Gentiles were “excluded 
from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to 
the covenants 0f the promise, without hope 
and without God in the world.” In calling 
the Gentiles to salvation, God calls a sinful 
people to Himself, just as in saving Israel He 
shows mercy to the undeserving. No one can 
presume on God’s grace.

Sovereign God
We have seen that at this time in salvation 

history, the majority of Israel is still 
experiencing a hardening in part which came 
upon them.

“What shall we say then? Is there 
unrighteousness on God’s part? By no 
means!” God created a world in which 
both His wrath and His mercy would be 
displayed. “For he said to Moses, I will have 
mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have 
compassion in whom I have compassion” 
(Ex. 33:19).

God is the Potter, we are the clay 
(Jeremiah 18:3). As its maker, God can 
reshape Israel and the other nations in 
this world. He has the right to do what He 
wishes with His creation. Paul affirms that 
humans are guilty for their sin, and he offers 
no philosophical resolution as to how this 
fits with divine sovereignty. He does insist 
that God ordains all that happens 

This means that the salvation of any 
person, Jew or Gentile, is due to the 
marvelous grace and love of God. If this is 
difficult to understand, it is because people 
mistakenly think God owes them salvation! 

So the blindness, which ‘is happened’ 
to Israel is something, that has been put on 
Israel by God Himself. This does not mean 
that God is the author of unbelief, but that 
He hardened the Jews who did not believe 
the gospel, just as He did with Pharaoh.

We might not like it, but it is not a 
question of liking. It is what the Scripture 
says. Nor is it a question of understanding. 
We dare not reply to Almighty God. 

Parables
In his explanation of the parable of the 

Sower, Jesus also explains that parables 
blind those who have resisted God’s 
revelation while helping those who have 
believed it. He says, “To you it has been 
given to know the secrets of the kingdom of 
God, but for others they are in parables, so 
that seeing they may not see, and hearing 
they may not understand” (Luke 8:10).

In Matthew 13:11-15 Jesus says to His 
disciples, “Because it has been given to 
you to know the mysteries of the kingdom 
of heaven, but to them it has not been given. 
For whoever has, to him more will be given, 
and he will have abundance; but whoever 
does not have, even what he has will be 
taken away from him. Therefore I speak to 
them in parables, because seeing they do not 
see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do 
they understand. And in them the prophecy 
of Isaiah is fulfilled, which says: ‘Hearing 
you will hear and shall not understand, And 
seeing you will see and not perceive; For the 
heart of this people has grown dull. Their 
ears are hard of hearing, And their eyes 
they have closed, Lest they should see with 
their eyes and hear with their ears, Lest they 
should understand with their heart and turn, 
So that I should heal them.”

This is the deliberate action of God. He 
hardens and blinds in a judicial manner the 
nation of the Jews in order that He may not 
only punish them but may bring His great 
purposes to pass of sending the gospel to the 
Gentiles, and even ultimately through that to 
bring back the Jews as a whole to Himself 
(Zechariah 12:10-14).

But when will God do that? “Until the 
fullness of the Gentiles has come in.” Paul 
means the Gentiles as a whole. The term 
‘come in’ carries with it the notion of being 
introduced into the kingdom, of being 
‘gathered in’.  God has His eternal plan, He 
knows the number of the redeemed.

The Deliverer
Notice the words in Romans 11:26 “And 

in this way all Israel will be saved, as it is 
written, The Deliverer will come from Zion, 
He will banish ungodliness from Jacob.”

It is not that Jacob at some future time is 
going to decide to believe. No, the God who 
blinds is the God who heals. The God who 
breaks away the natural branches is the same 
God Who is able to graft them in again. It is 
the Redeemer, the Deliverer, alone who has 
the ability to ‘turn away ungodliness’, and 
bring them back into the olive tree to which 
they originally belonged. “Now if their 
trespass means riches for the world, and if 
their failure means riches for the Gentiles, 
how much more will their acceptance mean 
but life from the dead?” (vs. 12). 

 “And so”, says Paul, “all Israel will 
be saved.” It means that after the ‘until’ 
is ended and the fullness of Gentiles has 
come in (referring to time), the Jews will 
be aroused to jealousy, and in that way they 
will be brought in (referring to method).  
We read in verses 30-32: “For just as you 
were at one time disobedient to God but 
now have received mercy because of their 
disobedience, so they too have now been 
disobedient in order that by the mercy shown 
to you they also may receive mercy. For God 
has consigned all to disobedience, that He 
may have mercy on all.”

 All Israel
This brings us to the meaning of the 

crucial expression “all Israel.” 
One of the main views on “all Israel” is 

that it means the total number of the elect, 
both Jews and Gentiles. This view is unlikely 
since throughout Romans 9-11, Israel and 
the Gentiles are distinct ethnic entities. 
Furthermore, in Romans 11:25 Israel refers 
to ethnic Israel, and it is difficult to see how 
the referent could suddenly change in verse 
26. Finally, verse 28 indicates that ethnic 
Israel is still distinguished from Gentiles, 
“As regards the gospel, they are enemies for 
your sake. But as regards election, they are 
beloved for the sake of their forefathers.” 
The “they” clearly refers to ethnic Israel – 
Jews only. The “all Israel” does not include 
the Gentiles.

“All Israel” does not necessarily refer 
to every single Jewish person but to a very 
large number, at least the majority of Jews, 
as a whole.

But it does mean that those who have 
Jewish ancestors and those who cling 
persistently to the Jews’ religion will, as a 
whole, have their eyes opened. The hardness 
will be removed, their eyes and ears will be 
opened, and they will believe and will be 
saved. This means that the Jews who still 
separate themselves and worship after the 
tradition of the fathers and reject the gospel 
will, as a whole, become believers in Jesus 
Christ as their Messiah, and will be saved 
for eternity. And its effect upon the whole 
church will be comparable to ‘life from 
the dead’! It is said of Israel that she will 
be forgiven so completely that she will be 
called His virgin bride.

Saved
“And so all Israel will be saved.” Salvation 

history is structured to feature God’s great 
mercy. God saved the Gentiles when one 
would expect only the Jews to be saved, but 
in the future God will amaze all by His grace 
again by saving the Jews, so that it will be 
clear that everyone’s salvation is by mercy 
alone, through faith in Jesus Christ and Him 
crucified. 

That is the prophecy. That is the mystery 
– Something is going on, but God, I leave 
it up to you. Even though I do not fully 
understand it, I see the footprints of these 
divine events right in front of my own eyes. 
Maranatha! The King is Coming!
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I’m delighted to be back in Jerusalem 
and especially honored to be here at the 

invitation of President Shimon Peres – an 
inspiration and a hero to us all. On behalf 
of President Obama, I want to extend 
America’s deepest thanks for everything you 
do to move Israel – and the world – toward 
lasting security and peace.

Mr. President, you helped bring Israel into 
being. As Prime Minister, Finance Minister, 
Foreign Minister, Defense Minister, you 
helped Israel grow strong, thrive, defend 
herself, and move toward peace. You helped 
forge the enduring peace treaty with Jordan 
and helped make historic breakthroughs 
with the Palestinians that still point our 
way ahead. And as President, you are using 
an amazing life’s wisdom to secure your 
country’s future and raise our sights toward 
a day when all this region’s children can live 
in the peace and security they so deserve.

By my count, President Peres has worked 
closely with 10 American Presidents, from 
Kennedy to Obama. So your life tracks the 
life of the very special relationship between 
our two countries. The United States and 
Israel share a deep and abiding friendship 
and an unbreakable bond, rooted in common 
interests and common values. We meet today 
at a moment of great global change, but 
we again affirm an essential truth that will 
never change: the United States of America 
remains fully and firmly committed to the 
peace and security of the State of Israel.  
That commitment spans generations and 
political parties.  It is not negotiable. And it 
will never be negotiable.

I have made several trips to Israel, but 
my most vivid memories are from my very 
first visit, when I was just 14 years old, at 
a very different time in this nation’s history.  
On that trip I will never forget visiting 
the original Yad Vashem, floating in the 
Dead Sea, walking the Old City, climbing 
at Masada, and my first experience of a 
kibbutz. I learned by heart the sacred prayer, 
the Sh’ma, which speaks of God’s oneness.  
And since that first wonderful visit, my 
admiration for Israel has grown ever 
stronger. 

I have another powerful memory from 
that same time.  I was born and raised in 
Washington, DC, where my mother’s house 
is still across the street from the Egyptian 
Embassy.  So I recall seeing Anwar al-Sadat 
as he got out of his motorcade-triumphant, 
proud, and sure-having just signed the 
Camp David Accords. As a kid, I was more 
impressed by the heavily armed Secret 
Service agents who were standing on our 
roof.  But, as an adult, I am most impressed 
by the central lesson that Sadat’s actions 
taught me: that human conflict and human 
problems can be ended by human courage.

And that lesson, in a sense, is what 
has brought me back to Jerusalem today. 
President Peres has asked us here, in the 
words of this conference’s theme, to face 
tomorrow. He has asked me to talk about 
the ways that the United States, and the 
State of Israel, and the world can turn crisis 
into opportunity. That’s a daunting task, 
Mr. President, but allow me to describe the 
vision of the world that President Obama 
believes lies within our grasp – if we have 
the courage to seize it.  And I will then offer 
some thoughts on what it will require from 

all of us to get there.
The right place to start is with a common 

vision-not of some distant future but of 
the world we seek for our children and our 
grandchildren.  Our view of that world is 
rooted in a truth that my nation has long held 
to be self-evident: and that is that all people 
are created equal-of equal worth, of equal 
consequence, and with equal rights.

We cannot afford to write off vast swathes 
of the world as somehow marginal or 
irrelevant or doomed. We wouldn’t tolerate 
it for our own children, and we shouldn’t 
accept it for someone else’s. The belief 
that we all matter equally – that every 
person is created b’tzelem elokim, in the 
image of God – that belief carries powerful 
implications. It means that no child should 
be left to drown in conflict and despair. It 
means that, in a moral sense, all of our fates 

are bound together.
But this bedrock belief in human 

equality and human dignity also has 
powerful geopolitical implications in our 
interconnected age. Today, transnational 
security threats such as terrorism, nuclear 
proliferation, pandemics, and climate change 
can cross borders as freely as a storm. So the 
days when we could view our own interests 
in isolation are over. The days where 
we could focus on our own security and 
prosperity without regard for that of others 
is past. More and more, our fates are bound 

closer together
The United States has a clear vision 

of the future. We seek a world in which 
government is a means to advance human 
rights, not a tool to suppress them. A world 
where violent extremism is rejected, whether 
from al-Qaeda, Hizballah, or others. A world 
where nuclear danger, climate change, 
hunger, poverty, disease, and illiteracy are 
beaten back-and where access to education 
and opportunity rises.  A world where we 
have finally learned the lessons of the 
Holocaust, of Rwanda, of Darfur-where 
we put effective action behind the words 
“never again” by finally ending genocide.  
A world where governments rid their 
schools and their textbooks of lies about 
those who are different, including slurs 
about Zionism, the Jewish people, or any 
religious, racial, and ethnic group.  A world 
where women and girls fulfill their own 
potential and are indispensable to national 
growth and development. A world of liberty 
and prosperity-of greater decency, dignity, 
and democracy. A world where a child can 
grow up in Gaza, in Tel Aviv, in Baghdad, 
in Bamako, or in Kabul, free of fear, free of 
want, and with the opportunity to live their 
dreams.

All of this would, of course, be in 
America’s interests and in Israel’s interests. 
But it also reflects the common aspirations 
of people around the globe. 

Now, we have no illusions that building 
this world will be quick or easy-but the 
difficulty of the task must not serve as an 
excuse for inaction.

By indulging old habits, we run new 
risks. We know which way the trend 
lines point: toward a world of unchecked 
nuclear proliferation; a world in which 

violent extremists continue to menace us 
all; a Middle East roiled by conflict and 
radicalized by despair; a world where 
strife and genocide claim the lives of more 
innocents; a world of bitter division between 
the haves and have-nots; and a planet driven 
ever closer to the brink of environmental 
disaster. So, the status quo, ladies and 
gentlemen, is not static at all. Treading water 
above powerful undertows will only leave us 
driven farther and farther from shore.

We must all take responsibility for 

stopping the spread of nuclear weapons and 
pursuing the goal of a world without them. 
The United States has reaffirmed the basic 
bargain behind the Nuclear Non-Proliferation 
Treaty: that all nations have the right to 
peaceful nuclear energy; that nations with 
nuclear weapons have a responsibility to 
move toward disarmament; and that those 
without them have the responsibility to 
forsake them.

We must all take responsibility for 
ensuring that nations that refuse to live up 
to their nuclear obligations pay a price. 
America understands the stakes. As I have 
said repeatedly in the United Nations 
Security Council, the United States will 
not waver in its determination to ensure 
that Iran does not obtain nuclear weapons 
capabilities. If the governments of Iran and 
North Korea choose to ignore international 
standards and requirements; if they threaten 
their neighbors and place nuclear weapons 
ambitions over the security and opportunity 
of their own people-then they will be held 
accountable.  The world must stand together 
to demonstrate that international law is not 
an empty promise and that treaties will be 
enforced. 

We must all take responsibility for 
confronting violent extremism in Pakistan, 
Afghanistan, and beyond. America will 
permit al-Qaeda and its extremist allies no 
safe haven from which to plot mass murder. 
We will forge lasting partnerships to target 
terrorists, share intelligence, coordinate law 
enforcement, and protect our people.  We 
will stand by our friends on the front lines 
and we will uphold the inalienable right to 
self-defense. We must all start from a simple 
truth: the murder of innocent men, women, 
and children should never be tolerated. It 
can never be justified. And it must never be 
condoned. And in the battle against those 
who preach only malice and promise only 
ruin, our most powerful weapons are the 
force of our democratic ideas and the power 
of our humane example and that is why 
we must always hold ourselves to a higher 
standard than our adversaries. 

We must all take responsibility for 
bringing stability and greater opportunity to 
the Middle East. The United States will keep 
faith with the Iraqi people, renewing our 
efforts to ease the suffering of Iraqi citizens 
displaced by years of war and helping them 
reintegrate into Iraqi society. We will work 
with others to support a sovereign and 
democratic Iraq to take full responsibility for 
its own future as it deepens and strengthens 
its institutions and looks forward to its 
elections.  And we will pursue broader 
partnerships with the people of the region 
to advance education, employment, and 
entrepreneurship.

We must all take responsibility for the 
pursuit of peace and security. The United 
States is working with vigor and resolve 
to bring about a just and lasting peace 
between Israelis, Palestinians, and the Arab 
world. The time has come to re-launch 
negotiations without preconditions that 
address the permanent status issues: security 
for Israelis and Palestinians, borders, 
refugees, and Jerusalem. Our goal is clear:  
a comprehensive peace, including two states 
living side by side in peace and security-  
 

Speech by Ambassador Susan E. Rice, U.S. Permanent Representative to the United 
Nations, at the Israeli Presidential Conference 2009, Facing Tomorrow, Jerusalem
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Hate, killing, tension, and violence 
are all we read and hear coming out 

of the Middle East, and yet, God is doing 
amazing things. The seemingly impossible 
is happening right now in the heart of the 
conflict between Jews and Muslims.

Tom Doyle has a passion for both 
Muslims and Jews and travels to the 
Middle East frequently. He reports that 
in recent years amazing numbers of 
people in the Middle East-Muslims and 
Jews alike, have come to Christ. He has 
witnessed this profound reality throughout 
the Middle East, and at the heart of his 
book, Breakthrough, are the breathtaking 
firsthand accounts of what God is doing.

Q: Why do Christians in the West need 
to hear the message of Breakthrough?

A: Some of the books I have read 
recently about the Middle East were 
written by people who don’t spend much 
time there but were merely reacting to the 
news that they hear on television or on the 
Internet. But there is so much more-a story 
that is not being told, in my opinion. Since 
I work in the Middle East-in Israel, Iran, 
Syria, Egypt, Iraq, Lebanon, Jordan, and 
the United Arab Emirates, including the 
Palestinian territories in the West Bank and 
the Gaza Strip-I am privileged to see this 
story unfold time after time. The story is 
this: Jesus is reaching out to the people of 
the Middle East in a powerful way, and the 
people are responding in record numbers. 
Millions have given their lives to Jesus 
Christ in the last ten years. That’s right-
millions. This story is more important 
than the latest suicide bombing and the 
latest threat of war.

Q: News footage coming out of the 
Middle East is often full of angry 
crowds chanting anti-American slogans 
and even burning the American flag. Is 
this an accurate depiction of the way 
the majority of Muslims in the Middle 
East feel about America?

A: On September 11, 2001, a 
dividing line was drawn in the Islamic 
world. Most of the Islamic world felt 
shame and dishonor for the actions 
that led to the deaths of nearly three 
thousand people. Of course, jihadists 
were celebrating the significant 
impact made upon “the great Satan.” 
But the average Muslim was not. 
Since I began traveling extensively 
in the Middle East, I have learned 
that the vast majority of Muslims 
are peaceful and not into jihad. They 
just want to feed their children, send 
them to good schools, see them get 
married, and enjoy a houseful of 
grandchildren running around their homes 
when they break the fast each evening 
during Ramadan. From Egypt to Iran, the 
Muslims we talk to are sick of the Islamic 
fundamentalism that isolates them from 
the world and makes them all out to be 
bloodthirsty killers. We must reach out and 
love these people with the love of Jesus.

Q: How are young people in the Middle 
East responding to the demands of 
fundamental Islam?

A: It’s true that the militant Muslim 
leadership is directing some young people 

into the path of jihad. But in extensive 
interviews throughout the Middle East, 
we continually hear that over half of 
Muslims worldwide are not practicing 
their faith whatsoever. Muslims are born 
into their religion and do not choose it 
like born-again Christians do. Therefore a 
significant number of people within Islam 
have little investment in it. You can clearly 
see that in the young people in the Middle 
East today. In Syria, the majority of young 
people dress in very modern clothes. In 

Iran, drugs are plentiful 

and parties are a nightly occurrence. Most 
young people in the Middle East don’t 
want to grow up and live like traditional 
Muslims. And the majority of young 
people in the Middle East don’t think like 
traditional Muslims. There is, in fact, a 
strong desire not to be isolated from the 
West. After 9/11, Muslims worldwide 
began to ask questions like, “Do I have 
to be a terrorist to be a good Muslim?” 
and “Will I have to live the rest of my 
life in the midst of war because Islamic 
leadership will have it no other way?” 
These questions, combined with genuine 

apathy toward Islam, are great signs for the 
gospel.

Q: How would you describe the new 
generation of believers in the Middle East?

A: In our work in the Middle East, 
we have met some of the most godly, 
loving, and committed believers we 
have encountered any place in the world. 
They are constantly watched and often 
persecuted. They have a special calling as 
they live with the understanding that today 
might be their last day. Yet they often state, 
“We pray for you believers in the West 
every day.” Many of the leaders we work 
with were at one time terrorists. This new 
generation of believers who serve Christ 
is willing to give their lives to make sure 
that everyone has an opportunity to hear of 
Jesus’ offer of grace and forgiveness. They 
are willing to risk everything to make sure 
that new believers have a Bible and can 
grow in their new life in Christ. They put 
themselves in harm’s way daily as they 
start new churches in places that have had 
no Christian presence for centuries.

Q: How has the church in Israel faired 
over the past several years?

A: Jews still hold deep feelings of 
resentment toward the church. Many in the 
church, unfortunately, including some early 
church fathers, have made anti-Semitic 
remarks and even condemned the Jewish 

race. When you throw in 
the Crusades, the Spanish 
Inquisition, the Holocaust, and 
the fact that many leaders who 
have endorsed the killing of 
Jews claimed to be Christians, 
it’s easy to see why Jews are 
horrified when someone in their 
family becomes a believer. But 
that barrier is coming down for 
Jews living in Israel today. I have 
a friend who moved to Israel in 
1959. At the time, he knew only 
four Jews who believed that 
Jesus was the Messiah. Today, 
that number is growing rapidly. 
In his book Epicenter, author 
Joel Rosenberg-himself a Jewish 
follower of Jesus-states that there 
are more than 1,000 native-born 
Israeli Christians and some 10,000 
messianic Jews total in Israel. 
Estimates on the number of Jewish 
believers worldwide vary between 
100,000 and 300,000.

Q: What is the most important 
thing Christians in the West can 
do to advance the cause of Christ 
in the Middle East?

A: The most important thing we 
can do for the Muslims of the world is 

to pray for them. I am convinced that one of 
the reasons-perhaps the greatest reason-we 
have seen so many Muslims come to faith 
in Christ in the last few years is because of 
the fervent prayers of believers around the 
world. Also, pray for all believers who live 
in constant danger, for Muslims to embrace 
Christ, and for the women of the Middle 
East. 

(Tom Doyle serves as the Middle East director for 
e3 Partners, a global church planting ministry, and 
has been a tour guide for the State of Israel. He is 
author of Two Nations Under God and Breakthrough)

The Breakthrough of Christianity in the 
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By Audra Jennings

a Jewish state of Israel, with true security 
for all Israelis; and a viable, independent 
Palestinian state with contiguous territory 
that ends the occupation that began in 1967 
and realizes the potential of the Palestinian 
people.  This is in the interests of the United 
States, of Israel, and of the Palestinians.

But we all must decide whether we are 
serious about peace or whether we will lend 
it only lip service. As President Peres always 
reminds us, being serious about peace means 
taking risks for peace. Being serious about 
peace means understanding that tomorrow 
need not look like yesterday-that Israel can 
find peace, security, and prosperity with not 
just its immediate neighbors but in the region 
as a whole and that Israel can truly and fully 
take its rightful place among the nations, and 
that Palestinians can at last enjoy the dignity 
and blessings of freedom in an independent 
state of their own.

These are the responsibilities we share. 
So together, we must harness the means 
to move forward. To begin, we need 
institutions that work – including the 
indispensable, if evidently imperfect, 
body at which I represent my country. The 
United Nations often does extraordinary 
good around the world-consolidating 
peace in broken places, carrying food and 
medicine to the vulnerable, and bringing 
development to persistent pockets of need.  
There is no substitute for the legitimacy 
the UN can impart or the forum it can 
provide to mobilize the widest possible 
coalitions to tackle global challenges, from 
nonproliferation to global health.  All of 
that makes the UN essential to our efforts 
to galvanize concerted action toward a 
safer world. But the United Nations is 
an institution comprised of nations. It 
rises or falls according to the will of its 
members. And the UN must do more, much 
more, to live up to the brave ideals of its 
founding-and its member states must once 
and for all replace anti-Israel vitriol with a 
recognition of Israel’s legitimacy and right 
to exist in peace and security.

To say the least, this is an ambitious 
agenda. But surely the State of Israel is one 
country that believes that human beings can 
and must do great things together - a country 
that has seen its extraordinary democratic 
institutions rise with miraculous speed – a 
country that knows that the trampled fields 
of war can shelter seeds of peace – a country 
that believes t in Herzl’s words, if you will 
it, it is no dream. History is made by those 
on the playing field, not those sitting in the 
cheap seats.

Decades from now, students sitting in 
classrooms from Jerusalem to Jakarta will 
learn about the life of Shimon Peres – and 
everyone will have forgotten those who 
grumble today from the sidelines or who are 
too caught up in short-term political interests 
to stand up for the interests of generations to 
come.

Decades from now, people in Egypt, 
Jordan, and Israel will still praise Anwar 
al-Sadat, Menachem Begin, King Hussein, 
Yitzhak Rabin, and other Arab and Israeli 
leaders who knew that peace is always 
possible.

The stakes are high. The choice is urgent. 
But America believes that, together, we can 
and we must rise to history’s call.

(US Ambassador to the United Nations, Susan Rice, 
at the Israeli Presidential Conference 2009, Facing 
Tomorrow, Jerusalem)
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Israel, to the address applicable to you

Response Coupon
Yes, I would like to receive this FREE bi-monthly magazine 
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On Sunday the 13th of September 
more than 500 new immigrants 

(olim) arrived with different airplanes 
from former Soviet republics such as 
Ukraine, Moldova, White-Russia, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan en Azerbaijan. The following 
day a ceremony to welcome the new Olim 
took place on Mount Scopus, Jerusalem, 
led by Natan Sharansky, who spent years 
in prison because he wanted to emigrate to 
Israel. 

A couple of days after this unique event 
Sharansky, newly appointed head of the 
Jewish Agency, left for his native country, 
Ukraine. I was present at the meeting 
between Sharansky and new possible olim. 
The previous day we had transported olim 
in three cars to the airport in Kiev. Who is 
in a better position than Natan Sharansky 
himself to encourage the Jewish people 
outside Israel to make Aliyah to the 
Promised Land while it is still possible?

When we went to a village to pick up a 
family it was heart wrenching to see great-
granddaughter Alina having to say good-bye 
to her great-grandmother Fima. Just before 
leaving, Fima told me: “There is no more 
future for Jews here in the Ukraine, the best 
thing they can do is to leave!”

On November the 1st we picked up seven 
Olim from four different towns in two 
buses and took them to the airport in Kiev, 
just as the Mexican flu broke out here in 
Ukraine and panic was rising everywhere. 
A friend of mine wrote: ‘it is as if all sorts 
of plagues hit the earth but through it all 
the voice of the Lord is calling His people 
to go home and also calling us Gentiles to 
be a part of this work. The Aliyah from 
the Land of the North is continuing to take 

place and it is therefore necessary that we 
are stationed here in order to assist those 
who are going home to the land of their 
Fathers in their immigration process. 

At this moment there are still one million 
Jews living in the former Soviet Union. 
Through your prayers and support we are 
able to continue this ministry. 

“The Lord gathers the exiles of Israel” (Ps. 147:2)
By Koen Carlier

Great-grandmother Fima and her great-granddaughter Alina


