
































interview

October 2010

Courage 1n a hostile world
Alan Jones interviews Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali

Alan Jones: “Nine eleven” has come and gone for 2010 —
the anniversary of the destruction of the World Trade Center
in New York, nine years ago. The streets near Ground Zero
were another focus of grieving. Hundreds of articulate
voices converged on New York, arguing that the new
Islamic Centre planned for lower Manhattan was a stab in
the eye for victims of September 11, 2001 and demanding
that the mosque and community centre be moved elsewhere.
The speakers against the centre included people like Newt
Gingrich, one of the Republicans’ leading intellectuals and
a contender for the 2012 presidential nomination.

Two thousand, seven hundred and fifty two people were
killed there on September 11, 2001. And all these years on,
the debate about Islam and Islamic behaviour continues.
A recent Time magazine survey found 46% of Americans
think Islam is more likely than other faiths to encourage
violence against non-believers. A quarter of Americans
believe they should have the right to veto mosques in their
neighbourhoods. More than 60% of Americans oppose the
Islamic Centre in New York. One placard on September 11
said: “All I need to know about Islam, I learned on 9/11.”

Then we’ve got this evangelical southern preacher saying
he’d burn multiple copies of the Quran to draw attention
to the crisis we face with militant Islamic behaviour. The
preacher, who has been condemned by everybody, said of
radical Islam: “We want them to know that if they’re in
America, they need to obey our law and constitution and
not solely push their agenda upon us.”

Of course, he was denounced by everybody as being
disgraceful. T don’t condone burning Bibles, Qurans or
anything. But the reason you don’t burn them is because
you don’t think it should be done. You don’t not burn
them because you’re frightened of violent reprisals which
would come if they were burnt. As Barbara wrote to me
and said: “The radical Muslims get hot under the collar
because a minister’s going to burn 200 copies of the Quran.
They don’t seem to realise that human life is worth more
than a book. They don’t seem to realise that they burn
down churches and other houses of prayer every day in the
Middle East and they kill Christians without even giving it

a thought.”

Whether we like it or not, there seem to be only two
camps for the militants within the Islamic faith — the House
of Islam and the House of War — that is, for those who aren’t
Muslims. And they believe that the final victory in that war
for supremacy of the faiths should go to Islam over all other
belief systems. How do we ignore this? Do we do nothing
about it? We constantly hear people of the Islamic faith say,
“He doesn’t speak for me, for fellow Muslims or for Islam
— please stop tarring us with the same brush.” But the battle
of faiths goes on.

Well, Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali was born in Karachi,
Pakistan, to Christian parents. His father converted from
Islam. He attended a Roman Catholic school in Karachi. He
began attending Roman Catholic services and identifying
as a Christian at the age of 15. When he and his family
were at risk of their lives in 1986 after the introduction of
partial sharia law in Pakistan, Michael Nazir-Ali found
refuge in Britain. The Rev Steve Estherby, the NSW

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali

state officer of FamilyVoice Australia, has said: “We’ve
invited Bishop Nazir-Ali to Australia to share his insights
on recent developments in Britain and to stimulate robust
discussion and debate on vital issues affecting our freedoms
in Australia. We are concerned,” he said, “that political
correctness often silences matters which are important for
the future of the nation.”

Bishop Michael was until recently the Anglican Bishop of
Rochester. He was also a member of the House of Lords.
He’s on this speaking tour of Australia, sponsored by the
FamilyVoice Australia organisation, addressing public
meetings in all mainland capitals. The theme is “Courage in
a hostile world”.

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali has an outstandingly
distinguished record. He is a graduate of Oxford University
with a Bachelor of Literature and a Master of Letters and
Theology. He studied at the Centre for the Study of World
Religions at Harvard Divinity School. He’s been awarded
a Doctor of Divinity. He has a number of other doctorates.
His particular academic interests include comparative
literature and comparative philosophy of religion. He’s
been a tutor at the University of Cambridge, a senior tutor
at the Karachi Theological College, the visiting professor
of theology and religious studies at the University of
Greenwich. He’s an honorary fellow of St Edmund Hall,
Oxford University and Fitzwilliam College at Cambridge
University. He was ordained as an Anglican priest in 1976
and became the Bishop of Raiwind in West Punjab — at the
time, the youngest bishop in the Anglican Communion.

In November 2006 he criticised the dual psychology of
some Muslims who seek both, he said, “victimhood and
domination”. He said it would never be possible to satisfy
all the demands made by Muslims because “their complaint
often boils down to the position that it’s always right
to intervene when Muslims are victims, and it’s always
wrong when Muslims are the oppressors or the terrorists”.
With reference to the conflicts in Bosnia, Kosovo and
Afghanistan, the bishop said: “Given the worldview that’s
given rise to such grievances, there can never by sufficient
appeasement, because new demands will continue to be
made.” In January 2008 he wrote that Islamic extremism
had turned “already separate communities into no-go areas”
and claimed there had been attempts to impose “an Islamic
character” on certain areas.

Of course, this causes political leaders to run for cover.
One British politician who was once a candidate for the
leadership of the Conservative Party, David Davis, said
Bishop Nazir-Ali had rightly drawn attention to “a deeply
serious problem”. Serious indeed! The bishop has faced
threats to his life in Britain for criticising Islam, telling

him he would not live long and he’d be “sorted out” if he
continued to criticise.

The bishop responded: “The irony is that I had similar
threats when I was a bishop in Pakistan, but I never thought
I’d have them here. My point in saying what I did was
that Britain has lost its Christian vision which would have
provided the resources to offer hospitality to others.”

Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali is on the line from Brisbane.
Bishop, good morning!

Bishop Michael: Good morning, Alan. Thank you for that
very comprehensive introduction!

AJ: Well, I wanted people to know who you are, and you
speak from very, very significant personal experiences.
You’re saying we have to face the reality that there is a
worldwide resurgence of Islamic extremism.

BM: Yes, I think that’s right. If you open your newspapers
or watch the television, it is impossible to avoid. I have
had close personal experience of this, as you were saying.
I think it is wrong to say, as some people were trying to do
about the trial in Sydney which began yesterday, that this
has nothing to do with religion. I think this is incorrect.
These people — these radical Islamists — have a particular
view of Islam which provides the motivation for them to
act in the ways that they do. Now moderate Muslims may
say, “This has nothing to do with me.” But when they have
been challenging radical Islamists, they have often, nearly
always, come off second best.

AJ: So you have talked about, in your words, “a multi-
faith mishmash”, as governments promote an integration
policy — multiculturalism. You say it’s an agenda which
lacks the underpinning of a moral and spiritual vision.

BM: Well yes, I think my fear is that the West is facing
what I call a triple jeopardy — so that aggressive secularism
on the one hand has undermined the kind of Judeo-Christian
moral and spiritual resources of the Western world, and
at the same time it is facing this radical Islamist ideology.
Because this is not just somebody’s faith, this is not
individual spirituality — this is a comprehensive political,
social and economic ideology, and ...

AJ: A campaign to take charge.

BM: Well, absolutely. The vision is a worldwide vision,
as you were saying. It has to do with the pan-Islam — the
idea that there is a single Muslim umma [community], and
this calls into question, among other things, of any kind of
loyalty to the nation state wherever it may be.

AJ: You say the role of chaplains in such places as
hospitals, prisons and educational establishments is in
jeopardy, “either because of financial cuts, or because the
authorities want multi-faith provision, without regard to the
distinctively different Christian character of the nation’s
laws, values, customs and culture”.

BM: Yes, and when I was the Bishop of Rochester, I did
not allow our chapels in such institutions to be used for
multi-faith worship. I think it is quite right for us to provide
people with freedom of worship and opportunities for
worship in whatever way they like, but this should not in
any way compromise distinctively Christian institutions.

AJ: No, and you say that not only locally but at the
national level, the establishment of the Church of England
has been eroded.

BM: Oh, it is being eroded every day — and the more
the church is marginalised, the more a new kind of
establishment comes to the fore, which is governments
spending money on and talking to radical ideologues in the
hope that they won’t rock the boat.

AJ: Of course what this equality of cultures, equality
of faiths means — there is no priority or sovereignty here.
And you say it is now less possible for Christianity to be
the public faith in Britain. Who is defending what you call

Continued on page 13



October 2010

news & views

Continued from page 12

the distinctively different Christian character of the nation’s
laws and values and customs and culture?

BM: Well I think this is a very good question, and we’ve
got a wake-up call here. If people don’t protect and defend,
as you say, what is absolutely vital — not just to private
belief, but to public decision making about a whole host of
issues to do with respect for the human person, with liberty,
with equality — all this is rooted in the vision of the Bible. If
we don’t defend this, then of course we will lose it.

AJ: And you make the very valid point that if you just
support the establishment of the church and are not worried
at all about the substance of the church, the substance
rapidly disappears. Is it worth persevering with the
trappings of establishment?

BM: I think that the whole question of the civil religious
tradition of a nation has less and less to do with the
establishment or otherwise of any church. You have a strong
Judeo-Christian basis for public life in the United States
ever since the time of the founders of that country. There
is no established church, but you still have this way of
thinking and acting which is rooted in a moral and spiritual
tradition.

AJ: But the Prime Minister of Australia says she doesn’t
believe in God — she’s an atheist, so ...

BM: Isn’t that contrary to your Constitution?

AJ: But you don’t discuss this, don’t speak about it,
you’re not meant to ask questions about it. You’ve talked
in a speech I've read of yours, about this neutral, secularist
approach which refuses “to privilege” any faith. So we’ve
got to be embarrassed about articulating the importance of
Christianity to our community.

BM: Well I think this is absolutely fatal, because in fact
there is no neutral point of view ...

AJ: No, secularism, as you said, it’s got its own agenda,
hasn’t it.

BM: It’s got its own ideology. I will be talking about this
in the days to come, God willing.

AJ: God willing! Just one thing — instead of this multi-
faith mishmash you’re talking about, you’re saying it’s
producing a new de facto establishment, because the
government seems to be silent on establishing what you
call “the privilege” of Christianity — and yet all of these
communities are brought into the agenda. It’s all about the
integration, it’s all about cohesion, but at the end of the day,
what do we stand for?

BM: Yes, I think the integration and the cohesion has to
be based on something — that is exactly the point. And my
own feeling is that it ought to have been based on Christian
hospitality — to say to people who are coming to Britain or
indeed to this country, “This is who we are, this is how our
institutions, our customs, our values have been formed ...”

AJ: But to interrupt you, Bishop — it may not be who
you are, because already in Britain we’ve got a parallel
jurisdiction of Sharia law in Muslim enclaves, we’ve got
banks offering Sharia financing, we’ve got extremists
given free rein on campuses, there’s relentless pressure to
suppress and censor any criticism of Islam or the Muslim
community. We may no longer be sure who we are any
more!

BM: Well of course, this is the point — and this is why
I have written about these matters and spoken about them.
I mean, this is a question about the survival of a people
and of a nation. And the greatest danger is not really from
radical Islamism — it is decadence and decay from within.

AJ: Apathy — apathy on our part. Good to talk to you.
Welcome to Australia!

BM: Thank you.

AJ: Thank you so much, Bishop Michael Nazir-Ali.
Thoughtful stuff, isn’t it!

(Source: Radio 2GB Sydney, 7.15 am Tuesday 14 September 2010)

By Ryan Jones

The Rise of a religious IDF

T he Israel Defense Forces (IDF) has always had a
A certain biblical element to it. Top IDF commanders,
be they religious or secular, have never shied away from
invoking biblical military heroes to inspire their troops.
But the IDF has also always a bastion of neutrality in a
nation increasingly torn down a religious-secular divide.

That is why researchers at the Begin-Sadat Center
for Strategic Studies at Bar Ilan University in Tel Aviv
expressed surprise last month when the vast majority of
Israelis said they didn’t care that a growing number of
IDF commanders are from the national-religious camp.

In contrast to the ultra-Orthodox movement, religious
Jews belonging to the national-religious camp all serve
in the army, hold down regular jobs and see the modern
State of Israel as a fulfillment of biblical prophecy. They
are usually characterized by knitted skullcaps, or kippas.

In the Begin-Sadat poll, 79 percent of Israelis said they
were “not concerned at all” that today about 35 percent
of IDF commanders holding a rank of captain or higher
are religious. Just 20 years ago, in 1990, only 2.5 percent
of IDF commanders were religious.

While the prevailing wisdom is that religious soldiers
are usually more courageous on the battlefield and more
dedicated to their military service, officials at the Begin-
Sadat Center feared they would also be more prone to
refuse government orders to uproot Jewish towns in
Judea and Samaria (the so-called “West Bank™).

It is precisely that kind of politicization of military
orders that is likely fueling the rise of a more religious
IDF. Israel’s left-wing media establishment viciously
berated the few commanders who refused orders to
uproot the Jews of Gaza in 2005, but regularly holds aloft
as heroes those soldiers who refuse to protect the Jewish
settlements in Judea and Samaria.
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Because the bulk of the army’s orders are characterized
by the left-wing as “oppression of the Palestinians,” the
IDF itself is increasingly seen as a symbol of the Right,
and more specifically the bible-believing Right.

So, it should come as little surprise that left-leaning
Israelis are keen to hurry through their mandatory service
and get out of the army, while religious, biblically-
focused Israelis are increasingly motivated to make a
career out of their military service.

Fortunately, the Begin-Sadat poll shows that the media
talking heads and the academics in their ivory towers are
a vocal minority, and that most Israelis have no problem
with their army going in this direction.

(Source: israeltoday.co.il)

Israel’s population hits 7.6 million

By Ryan Jones

srael’s population continues to grow, according to

Central Bureau of Statistics data released a month
ago. The population now stands at 7,645,000 people,
continuing to grow at a steady rate of 1.8 percent per
year for the seventh year in a row. When the state was
established in 1948, there were only 806,000 residents.
The population is expected to reach 10 million by 2030,
according to CBS projections.

Jews number some 5,770,000, or 755 % of the
population; Arabs total 20.3%, or 1,559,100 people. The
remainder, 4.2%, is classified as “other,” and is mostly
immigrants from the former Soviet Union who are not
registered by the Interior Ministry as Jews.

The CBS statistics show that Israel is still a fairly
young nation, with nearly 28% of the population
under the age of 14, compared to 17% in most Western
countries. Only 10% of Israelis are older than 65, whereas
in other Western countries the average is closer to 15%.

There were 161,042 babies born in 2009, an increase
of 2.6% over the previous year and pushing the average
Jewish family size up to 2.88 children. In the Muslim
community, the average number of children per mother
continued to drop to 3.73, having been 3.84 children per
mother in 2008. Among Christian families, the average
number of children increased to 2.15 in 2009.

The ratio of men to women remains consistent, with
slightly more women than men, especially later in life.
According to the CBS, there are 979 men for every
1,000 women; in the under-30 set there are more men,
but the over-75 age group offsets this, with some 680
men for every 1,000 women. More than 50,038 couples
registered to marry in 2009, with 75% of them Jews and
21% Muslim. Divorces numbered 13,488. Among those
ending their marriage, 84% were Jews and only 10%
Muslims.

The majority of the Jewish population is located in the
coastal plain, including Tel Aviv, while 60% of the Arabs
live in the North. In fact, while one-fifth of Israelis live
in the North, less than 10% of Jewish Israelis live there.
In the South, the split falls in the opposite direction; only
13% of the people there are Arabs, most of them Beduin.

Jerusalem and the coastal plain saw the largest growth
in population in 2008, with a rise of 2.4% and 2.1%,
respectively while cities such as the Haifa and North
regions saw smaller increases in the range of 1%. There
has been a steady rise in the proportion of native Israelis.
During the early years of the state, only 35% of the
Jewish population had been born here, but by the end of
20009 that figure had increased to 71.7%.

(Source: www.jpost.com)

Israel discovers 1.5 billion barrels of oil

Is Israel sitting on a profitable oil reserve that can
provide energy, cash flow, and international political
influence? This is the question that everyone is still
waiting to be answered in the engineering report ordered
by Givot Olam Oil, overseeing the drilling at the Megged
5 site, next to Rosh Ha’ Ayin.

However, a preliminary report was already issued
to Tel Aviv Stock Exchange on the oil reserves on the
site. “The amount of oil in place in Rosh Ha’Ayin plot
is estimated at 1.525 billion barrels of oil.” In previous
reports, the quantity was appraised at only a few hundred
barrels of oil a day.

The total oil reserves in the world (as of 2006) is 1.3
trillion barrels, but most of this is concentrated in the
territory of less than 15 countries. The oil reserves located
in countries not considered powerhouses in the field
totals about 133 billion barrels, making the estimated
amount of oil in Megged 5 quite significant. In Qatar, for

instance, the oil reserves are about 15 billion barrels.

Yet it is still too early to view the report as bearing real
economic (or political) tidings. The 1.5 billion barrel
figure refers to the oil in place, and not to the amount of
recoverable oil in the reserve. The amount of oil that can
be successfully extracted will be made known only in the
final report submitted in September.

According to Givot Olam’s reports from May 2009, the
amount of recoverable oil in the reserve is likely 10-20%.

“This is a joyful and heart-warming discovery,” said
Chairman of Israel Institute of Petroleum & Energy
Amir Makov said to Ynet recently. “However, this
discovery does not indicate the extraction capability, and
the company will have to perform additional tests and
drillings until we know what this means both in terms of
the company’s commercial potential and in terms of the
national potential.”

(Resource: YnetNews.com)
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Where 1s God?

By Henk Kamsteeg

A few weeks ago, Israeli Prime Minister
etanyahu told a Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish
Organizations, “It’s time for the Palestinians
to do something they have refused to do
for 62 years. It’s time for them to say
yes to a Jewish state.... I recognized the
Palestinians’ right to self-determination and
sovereignty. They must finally recognize the
Jewish people’s right to self-determination
and sovereignty. It’s important because
the Palestinian leadership must begin to
make clear to its own people that they are
making a permanent peace with the Jewish
people, a people that has a right to be here,
a right to live in its own state and in its own
homeland.”

Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas
responded with a cynical remark to
Netanyahu’s call to recognize Jewish state,
saying that Israel is “free to call itself the
Israeli Zionist Jewish Empire.” He also
said that Israel’s Jewishness is none of his
business, but “if Israel wanted Palestinian
negotiators to recognize its state, it
should also recognize a Palestinian state.”
Abbas added that negotiations would only
continue under a settlement freeze. If the
moratorium was extended for one month,
he would remain in peace talks for one
month, he said.

The Palestinian daily newspaper Al-Hayat
Al-Jadida reported that the Palestinian
Ambassador to  Lebanon, Abdullah
Abdullah, insisted that “the Palestinian-
Israeli negotiations...are not a goal, but
rather another stage in the Palestinian
struggle... to isolate Israel, to tighten the
noose on it, to threaten its legitimacy, and to
present it as a rebellious, racist state.”

So much for genuine talks leading to
lasting peaceful coexistence...

Benyamin Netanyahu also pointed out
that “A peace agreement by itself does not
preserve the peace. We need to understand
that the only peace that will hold in the
Middle East is a peace that can be defended.
I have made clear that in order to defend the
peace we need a long-term Israeli presence
on the eastern side of a Palestinian state -
that is, in the Jordan Valley.

“The only force that will be prepared
to sustain a long-term commitment is a
force that is absolutely convinced that it is
defending its own people from attack. And
if we have learned anything from history,
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it’s that the only force that can be relied on
to defend the Jewish people is the Israel
Defense Forces,” he said.

Considering all of this, and the fact
that the U.S. President Barack Obama
has strongly opposed a Jewish presence
in areas restored to Israel after the 1967
Six-Day War — even labeling the Jewish
areas “‘settlements” — is now harassing
Israel again to make more concessions to
the enemies at the gate. It looks like Israel
is more and more becoming a nation that is
dwelling alone.

But here, in a single verse is revealed the
heart and soul of the Middle East conflict:
”Come, and let us cut them off from being
a nation, That the name of Israel may be
remembered no more” (Psalm 83:4). We
all know that the Arab-Muslim nations
have made ‘a covenant to wipe out Israel
as a nation’, but “The Lord brings the
counsel of the nations to nothing” (Psalm
33:10) and “God will enter into judgment
on behalf of My people and My heritage
Israel, because they have scattered them
among the nations and have divided up My
land” (Joel 3:2).

Only when we view the daily news
through the eyes of God, can we gain insight
and understanding about what’s happening.
God is going to be magnified through Israel
to all the nations and the events taking
place in Israel and Jerusalem hold the key
to the future of all mankind. “Blessed is

An Explosive Issue

By Prof. Paul Eidelberg

il
L

the nation whose God is the Lord, and the
people whom He has chosen as His own
inheritance” (Psalm 33: 12).

As Christians we believe the day is
coming that God will manifest his power
and might to the whole world when most
of the nations will turn against Israel. God
Himself is the Deliverer of Israel!

A good friend of Christians for Israel
International, Michael Freund, has also
been launching a few “wake-up” calls about
this theme in some of his “Fundamentally
Freund” columns in The Jerusalem Post.

“Something is stirring in the Middle East.
The winds of war are blowing, picking up
speed with each passing day, and the threat
to Israel is growing steadily more alarming.
All around us, trouble — major trouble —
appears to be brewing, and it is time we
open our eyes and confront the dangers that
may lie ahead.

From Beirut and Damascus in the north
to Teheran in the east, and back to Gaza in
the south, the “arc of hate” surrounding the
Jewish state is speaking openly and brazenly
of conflict and destruction. Israel’s foes have
launched increasingly fiery verbal volleys
in recent weeks, in what appears to be a
coordinated campaign to heighten tensions
in the region. With pressure mounting on
Iran over its nuclear program, and the threat
of stricter sanctions in the air, Israel needs
to be on guard and alert.’

“In the face of all this,” Freund says,
“there is a knife-like question piercing
through the fog of fear: Where is God?

“Some might take this as a challenge to
divine justice, but that is not what I intend.
I am a man of faith, and I believe our
deliverance will assuredly come. What I
mean to say is: Where is God in our public
discourse? Why aren’t we turning to Him in
this hour of need?

“Sure, diplomacy and military readiness
are crucial, and we must continue to invest
our efforts in these areas, even as we hope
for the best. But the piercing siren sounded
yesterday brought to mind the wailing of
the shofar on Yom Kippur, penetrating the
serene obliviousness that characterizes
much of our daily lives. This was a spiritual
wake-up call, sounding to arouse us and jolt
us into action. We can choose to ignore it,
but we do so at our peril.

“Each night, our generals and defense

officials grace the television screens,
insisting that “Israel is strong” and “we are
ready.”

I’m glad to hear it and hope it’s true. But
as we have seen in the past, overconfidence
can breed arrogance, which is a recipe for
disaster.

“A dash of humility and a healthy dose of
faith are just as critical to ensuring success.
That’s why I'd like to see our leaders
projecting a little less conceit and a lot more
conviction.

“How refreshing it would be to hear them
invoking some reliance on the Almighty
and putting God back into the national
conversation, injecting the sacred into their
public discourse — and ours.

“This is more than just semantics; it goes
to the very heart of the challenges we face.
Belief in a higher power and in the justness
of our cause is our spiritual ammunition,
giving us the strength and determination to
turn back any foe.

“The great hassidic leader, Rabbi
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, once asked
a student where God could be found.
The surprised young scholar offered the
seemingly obvious answer: Rabbi, He is
surely everywhere! “No!” said the Kotzker,
with fiery certitude. “God is only where we
let Him in!”

Now, more than ever, would be the perfect
time to do so.

nlike such intellectual giants as

Maimonides and Thomas Aquinas, few
commentators dare say that Islam, regardless
of what may be said of its virtues and
historical accomplishments, is inherently a
malicious and destructive creed at war with
individual freedom and human dignity.

Islam has declared war against Israel
and America, respectively the source and
guardian of Western civilization. While
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad
proclaims “Death to America” and vows to
“wipe Israel off the map,” Islam remains
untouchable.

Even though Muslims predominate
among terrorists, apologists would have us
believe that these Muslims have “hijacked”
Islam, a religion of peace. Meanwhile, other

commentators, to avoid disparaging Islam
per se, speak of “Islamism,” “militant Islam,”
“political Islam,” “radical Islam,” etc.

Still, a truth-seeker would like to
understand the difference between “Islam”
and “Islamism.” Isn’t Islam an “ism” as
much as Islamism? Isn’t it strange that some
commentators speak of “radical Islamists”?
What is the difference between “Islamists”
and “radical Islamists”? Besides, since
Jihad is the most distinctive principle of
Islam and Islamic history, doesn’t this same
principle animate Islamism, militant Islam,
and political Islam? Perhaps some data about
Islamic scriptures will clarify this explosive
issue?

Consider the findings of a monumental
study of the Islamic Trilogy, the Quran,

the Hadith, and the Sira published in 2007.
(Note: whereas the Hadith consists of
Islam’s oral traditions, the Sira consists of
biographies of Muhammad used to develop
the Hadith and Muslim Law, Sharia.) The
study was made by Bill Warner, director of
the Center for the Study of Political Islam:

Of more than 153,000 words in the Quran,
only 4,018 or 2.6 percent seem to express
goodness to Humanity, qualified, however,
by obedience to Muhammad.

The words of Allah are only about 17
percent of the Islamic Trilogy, but the words
and actions of Muhammad comprise 83
percent of the Trilogy.

About 20 percent of the most authoritative
school of the Hadith is about Jihad.

At least 75 percent of the Sira is about

Jihad.

There are 146 references to hell in the
Quran, only 6 percent of which concern
moral failings such as murder and theft. The
other 94 percent of the reasons for being in
Hell are for the intellectual sin of disagreeing
with Muhammad, a political crime.

No public official dares say that Islam is
the greatest threat to Western civilization.
(Apart from risking his life, he might be
indicted for a hate crime.) True, it is known
and admitted that Islam has enslaved
countless women. It has also been reported
that since the time of Muhammad, Muslims
have slaughtered 270 million human beings!
[ii] Nevertheless, while the Quran calls
infidels dogs and pigs, Islam remains a
sacred cow.
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Burn a Koran Day

By Mark Durie

In response Muslim groups throughout
the world have warned that this event
will result in extreme reactions. Would-be
martyrs have declared their readiness to
die in bombing the Dove Church. Radical
groups such as Hizbut Tahrir and the
Muslim Brotherhood have warned about
uncontrollably  violent reactions. For
example a statement posted by the Muslim
Brotherhood said:

“Dr. Diaa Rashwan, Islamic movements’
expert at Egypt’s Al-Ahram Centre for
Political and Strategic Studies, described
the intended burnings of the Quran [as]
unreasonable and exceedingly dangerous
going beyond all reason and sensibility. He
maintained that a serious crisis will arise and
extremism will be initiated in the Muslim
world stressing that it is imperative that the
US administration and UN interfere before
a vicious circle of violence and extremism
is initiated. He added that the burning of the
Quran was not freedom of expression but a
clear violation of the rights of nearly one and
a half billion Muslims worldwide.”

An effigy of Pastor Jones of DWOC
has been burned in Kabul, by protestors
shouting ‘Death to America. Death to
Obama’, and General David Petraeus, the
US military commander in Afghanistan
has warned that the act ‘could endanger’
American troops, and play into the hands of
the Taliban.

Many have spoken out against the burning
ritual, including American Christians. The
National Association of Evangelicals has
urged cancellation of the burning because:

“God created human beings in his image,
and therefore all should be treated with
dignity and respect. The proposed burning
of Qu’rans would be profoundly offensive to
Muslims worldwide, just as Christians would
be insulted by the burning of Bibles.”

Rick Sanchez of CNN in his interview with
Terry Jones, pastor of DWOC asked him why
he would burn the “sacred” book of Muslims,
and also asked how he would feel if Muslims
burned a Bible. Jones said that he wouldn’t
like it, but this would be their right.

Kiran Chetry in another interview
suggested to Jones that he would have the
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In the end Florida pastor Terry Jones said his church will “not today, not ever” burn a Quran,

even if a mosque is built near Ground Zero.

blood of American soldiers on his hands.

This Quran burning ritual is a bad idea,
but not because it shows disrespect to
Muslims, nor because Jones will have
‘blood on his hands’.

Re disrespect.

It is unhelpful for the NAE to demand that
Christians must respect Islam for the sake of
Muslims’ sensibilities. If someone believes
the religious ideas or beliefs of others are
bad, it is wrong to demand that the person
must show respect towards these ideas or
beliefs. Bad and harmful beliefs do not
deserve respect, no matter how ardently they
are held. The assumption that if you reject
someone’s beliefs, you are attacking or
offending the person who holds them is also
a very, very unhelpful idea. People should
be free to disagree with or vehemently reject
the beliefs of others without being accused
of hatred.

Re blood guilt.

If some people rise up and kill others on
the basis of a Koran burning incident - or
any other incident which is believed to insult
Islam — then the only people who will have
blood on their hands will be the killers.
Opposition to Islam’s teachings does not and

never will justify acts of violence by offended
radical Muslims.

These two ideas, i) that if you attack
Islam, you are attacking Muslims; and ii)
that criticism of Islam justifies violence —
these are very bad ideas, bad for freedom,
bad for justice, and bad for peace. It is true
they are claimed by some Muslims to be the
legitimate teachings of Islam. Some cite,
for example the verses of the Koran which
state that ‘persecution [fitna] is worse than
slaughter’ (Sura 2:191, 217) or ‘fight them
until there is no more persecution [fitna]’
(Sura 2:193, 8:39). These are the same verses
used to justify killing those who leave Islam
(so-called ‘apostates’ from Islam). According
to the fitna worldview, violent responses to
criticism of Islam are justifiable. However
they are not, and it is unwise for critics of
the DWOC to veer into a dalliance with the
fitna worldview by commanding respect for
bad beliefs, while expulcating perpetrators of
violence and terror.

Yet 1 do oppose the Quran burning.
The best explanation, from a Christian
perspective, for opposing this reckless act,
has come to me, not from Christians, but
from Ahmadiyyah Muslims. It is found in
a statement Love for All, Hatred for None —
A Peaceful Message to the World Burning

Israel’s no-win dilemma: To strike Iran or not

By Abraham Rabinovich

Scriptures — A Biblical Teaching?

The Ahmadiyyah response begins by citing
Jesus’ words from the Sermon on the Mount:

“But I say unto you, love your enemies,
bless them that curse you, do good to them
that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; that
ye may be the children of your Father which
is in heaven ..” (Matthew 5:44-45)

The Ahmadiyyah statement correctly
rejects Dove Church’s reliance on Acts 19:19,
in which pagan Ephesians burned their magic
books and articles:

“This is the only such incident of “book
burning” recorded in the New Testament.
However, for verse 19:19 to be used in
support of Christians gathering together to
burn the scriptures of other faiths publicly
is not logical and is unsupported by any
other Christian teaching. The scrolls that are
burnt in this verse are burnt by their owners
themselves, the implication being that they
are aware that what is contained within is
not truthful and they fear being disgraced
as those who had been using Jesus’ name
to drive out demons were disgraced. They
openly confess their actions and then burn
the scrolls to show they are putting an end
to such practices in the future. This is a
completely different scenario from the one
being presented by the Dove centre to justify
burning the Qur’an.”

Indeed. The Ahmadiyyah statement
then goes on to point out that Jesus taught
meekness, showing mercy, peacemaking,
forgiving others, not judging others, and
repentance, citing Matthew 5:5, 5:7, 5:43-45,
6:14-15, 7:1-2, 11:25, and 9:10-13. It points
out that burning is an action of destruction
and hatred, and this is not in accordance with
the message of the New Testament: “Do not
repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do
what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is
possible, as far as it depends on you, live at
peace with everyone.” (Romans 12:17-18).

It is sad that some Christian leaders, in
their rejection of the DWOC’s foolhardy
and dangerous Quran burning proposal,
have fallen into the trap of appeasing the
sentiments of Muslims, instead of standing
up for Christian principles of love and grace.

chilling article on Haaretz newspaper’s
pinion page caught Israel’s attention
recently.

‘There is an 80 per cent probability that
within nine months to two years, the Israeli
home front will absorb 1,000 to 20,000
losses,’ it began.

The fatalities would be caused by Iranian
missile strikes in retaliation for an Israeli
attack on Iran’s nuclear facilities, the writer
said. The Israeli attack was described as
inevitable.

The author, Mr. Udi Pridan, is co-director
of one of Israel’s leading advertising
agencies.

In a country where numerous executives
are former high-ranking military officers, his
background is unclear but the authoritative
tone of his article and the prominence
given to it by the prestigious daily suggest
someone with solid security credentials.

The question of a pre-emptive attack
against Iran is the most agonising security
dilemma Israel has faced since its founding.

The arguments against a strike are
formidable. Iran would clearly retaliate
with missiles and its Hizbollah proxies
in Lebanon would join in with thousands

of rockets.

Although Saddam Hussein’s Iraq fired 39
Scud missiles at Israel during the 1991 Gulf
War, they caused only one direct fatality.
In the war against Hizbollah four years
ago, Israel suffered some 40 fatalities from
4,000 rockets. The Iranian missiles, with
half-ton warheads and accurate guidance
systems, can be expected to exact a far more
significant toll.

‘If there will be thousands dead, we will
lick our wounds,” wrote Mr. Pridan. ‘Five
thousand would be a national trauma. At
20,000, we will use the doomsday weapon
against Iran, and then there will really be a
new Middle East.’

But Mr. Pridan’s article, headlined ‘Wake
Up!’, was not an argument against an Israeli
attack. It was a call for the government
to swiftly beef up emergency and rescue
services needed to deal with massive
casualties and damage inflicted by Iran’s
response.

‘Israel will act against the Iranian nuclear
programme, with or without the Americans,’
he wrote.

Even short of an all-out war following a
pre-emptive strike, retaliatory attacks are

anticipated against Israeli legations and
citizens around the world as Iran and its
supporters lash back.

Also, a closing by Iran of the strategic
Strait of Hormuz to oil shipments would
likely exacerbate the global economic crisis.

An Israeli attack may also undermine the
growing liberal movement in Iran, which
is the best bet for eventually unseating the
radical regime in Teheran.

And Iran would probably be able to
restore its damaged facilities within a few
years at most, given Israel’s inability to
mount sustained conventional attacks from
such a great distance.

Against all this, advocates of an attack
offer only one argument: Although it is
illogical that Iran would actually use a
nuclear weapon against Israel, if only for
fear that the country in its death throes
would be able to launch a nuclear counter-
strike, Teheran cannot be given such an
option in the first place.

Israel faced a somewhat similar existential
situation once before. In the 1973 Yom
Kippur War, it was caught by a surprise
attack on two fronts with the bulk of its
army still immobilised.

The Egyptian army succeeded in driving
Israeli forces back from the Suez Canal,
while on the Golan Heights Syrian armoured
divisions broke through defences and
appeared on the verge of descending into
Israel proper. So desperate was the situation
that Defence Minister Moshe Dayan warned
that Israel’s existence was in danger.

At a grim meeting in the underground
war room in Tel Aviv with chief of staff
David Elazar, two generals proposed using
‘special means’ against Syria in order to
end the threat on the northern front and
enable the army to focus its attention on the
Egyptian front.

The term ‘special means’ has never
been publicly spelt out but it is believed
to include nuclear weapons. Two other
generals, including the deputy chief of staff,
argued forcefully against it and General
Elazar let the suggestion drop.

That suggests that if Israel attacks Iran, it
would avoid using nuclear weapons against
the nuclear sites even though that would
be the only way to ensure their complete
destruction.

(Source: The Straits Times)
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It is the season to return

By Koen Carlier

Wednesday September 1* Friday September 10"

A few families are transported to Kiev airport in two We celebrate Rosh Hashanah (Jewish New Year)
vehicles. Three hours prior to reaching our destination, with the Jewish people in the Northern country. Bits
we had a breakdown that could fortunately be repaired.  of apple are dipped into honey and we wish each
One hour later the other bus had a problem but all the other a ‘sweet’ new year.
olim arrived at the airport exactly on time.

Wednesday September 15™

Thursday September 2™ We accompany a few families to the embassy for

A young Jewish family, having been busy with their an interview. These trips are made during the night in
aliyah process for four years, finally leaves for Israel. order to be in time the following day.

The actualization of their dream was difficult to grasp,
but certainly hit home when they had to take leave of Thursday September 16®

their family and friends. Once again, new olim are taken to the embassy for
interviews. Over the past twenty years, the Jews have
Sunday September 5" been allowed to return ‘home’ from the Northern

A group of young people leave for a study program in  country in a peaceful manner. We are eternally grateful
Israel, organized by the Jewish Agency. On completion of  to, and continue to work - wherever possible - with the
their studies, 98% of these young people will stay on in  Jewish Agency. For the remainder of this year, as well
Israel. They will join the army or further their studies and  as the next, this happy event will be celebrated with
strengthen the Israeli community. We transport these young  special aliyah actions.
people, and parents who wish to see them off, to the airport.
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