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The new Jerusalem Light Railway undergoing a test 
run along the Jaffa Road in central Jerusalem.
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By Caroline GlickThree Jewish children
Ruth Fogel was in the bathroom when the Palestinian 

terrorists pounced on her husband Udi and their three-
month-old daughter Hadas, slitting their throats as they lay 
in bed on Friday night in their home in Itamar.

The terrorists stabbed Ruth to death as she came out of 
the bathroom. With both parents and the newborn dead, they 
moved on to the other children, going into a bedroom where 
Ruth and Udi’s sons Yoav (11) and Elad (four) were sleeping. 
They stabbed them through their hearts and slit their throats.

The murderers apparently missed another bedroom where 
the Fogels’ other sons, eight-year-old Ro’i and two-year-old 
Yishai were asleep because they left them alive. The boys 
were found by their big sister, 12-year-old Tamar, when she 
returned home from a friend’s house two hours after her 
family was massacred.

Tamar found Yishai standing over his parents’ bodies 
screaming for them to wake up.

In his eulogy at the family’s funeral on Sunday, former 
chief rabbi Yisrael Meir Lau told Tamar that her job from 
now on is to be her surviving brothers’ mommy.

In a rare move, the Prime Minister’s Office released 
photos of the Fogel family’s blood-drenched corpses. 

They are shown as they were found by security forces.
There was Hadas, dead on her parents’ bed, next to her 

dead father Udi.
There was Elad, lying on a small throw rug wearing 

socks. His little hands were clenched into fists. What was a 
four-year-old to do against two grown men with knives? He 
clenched his fists. So did his big brother.

Maybe the Prime Minister’s Office thought the pictures 
would shock the world. Maybe Binyamin Netanyahu 
thought the massacre of three little children would move 
someone to rethink their hatred of Israel.

That was the theme of Netanyahu’s address to the nation. 
He directed most of his words to the hostile world. He 
spoke to the leaders who rush to condemn Israel at the 
UN Security Council every time we assert our right to this 
land by permitting Jews to build homes. He demanded that 
they condemn the murder of Jewish children with the same 
enthusiasm and speed.

He shouldn’t have bothered.
The government released the photos on Saturday night. 

Within hours after the release of the photos, the social 
activism website ‘My Israel’ posted a short video of the 
photographs on YouTube along with the names and ages of 
the victims.

Within two hours YouTube removed the video.
What was Netanyahu thinking? Didn’t he get the memo 

that photos of murdered Jewish children are unacceptable? 
If they’re published, someone might start thinking about the 
nature of Palestinian society.

Someone might consider the fact that in the Palestinian 
Authority, anti-Jewish propaganda is so ubiquitous and 
so murderous that killing the Fogel babies was an act of 
heroism. The baby killers knew that by murdering Udi, 
Ruth, Hadas, Yoav and Elad they would enter the pantheon 
of Palestinian heroes. They can expect to have a sports 
stadium or school in Ramallah or Hebron built for them by 
the Palestinian Authority and underwritten by American or 
European taxpayers.

And indeed, the murder of the Fogel children and their 
parents was greeted with jubilation in Gaza.

Carnivals were held in the streets as Hamas members 
handed out sweets.

Obviously YouTube managers are not interested in being 
held responsible for someone noticing that genocidal Jew 
hatred defines Palestinian society – and the Arab world as 
a whole. But they really have no reason to be concerned. 
Even if they had allowed the video to be posted for more 
than an hour, it wouldn’t have made a difference.

The enlightened peoples of Europe, and growing numbers 
of Americans, have no interest in hearing or seeing anything 
that depicts Jews as good people, or even just as regular 
people. It is not that the cultured, intellectual A-listers in 
Europe and America share the Palestinians’ genocidal hatred 
of the Jewish people.

The powerful newspaper editors, television commentators, 
playwrights, fashion designers, filmmakers and professors 
don’t spend time thinking about how to prepare the next 
slaughter. They don’t teach their children from the time they 
are Hadas and Elad Fogel’s ages that they should strive to 
become mass murderers. They would never dream of doing 
these things. 

 
They know there is a division of labor in contemporary 
anti-Semitism.

The job of the intellectual luminaries in Western high 
society today is to hate Jews the old-fashioned way, the 
way their greatgrandparents hated Jews back in the days of 
the early 20th century before that villain Adolf Hitler gave 
Jewhating a bad name.

Much has been made of the confluence of anti-Semitic 
bile pouring out of the chattering classes. From Mel Gibson 
to Julian Assange to Charlie Sheen to John Galliano, it 
seems like a day doesn’t go by without some new celebrity 
exposing himself as a Jew hater.

It isn’t that the beautiful people and their followers 
suddenly decided that Jews are not their cup of tea (or rail 
of cocaine). It’s just that we have reached the point where 
people no longer feel embarrassed to parade negative 
feelings towards Jews.

A DECADE ago, the revelation that French ambassador to 
Britain Daniel Bernard referred to Israel as “that shi**y little 
country,” was shocking. Now it is standard fare. Everyone 
who is anyone will compare Israel to Nazi Germany without 
even realizing this is nothing but Holocaust denial.

The post-Holocaust dam reining in anti-Semitism burst in 
2002. As Jewish children and parents like the Fogels were 
being murdered in their beds, on the streets, in discotheques, 
cafés and supermarkets throughout Israel, fashionable 
anti-Semites rejoiced at the opportunity to hate Jews in 
public again.

The collective Jew, Israel was accused of everything from 
genocide to infanticide to just plain nastiness.

Israel’s leaders were caricatured as Fagin, Shylock, 
Pontius Pilate and Hitler on the front pages of newspapers 
throughout Europe. IDF soldiers were portrayed as Nazis, 
and Israeli families were dehumanized.

No longer civilians with an inherent right to live, in 
universities throughout the US and Europe, Israeli innocents 
were castigated as “extremist-Zionists” or “settlers” who 
basically deserved to be killed.

Professors whose “academic” achievements involved 
publishing sanitized postmodern versions of anti-Jewish 
Palestinian propaganda were granted tenure and rewarded 
with lucrative book contracts.

Today, when properly modulated, 
Jew hatred is a career maker. Take 
playwright Caryl Churchill’s 1,300- 
word anti-Semitic monologue Seven 
Jewish Children.

The script accuses the entire 
population of Israel of mass murders 
which were never committed.

For her efforts, Churchill became 
an international celebrity. The 
Royal Court Theater produced her 
anti- Jewish agitprop. The Guardian 

featured it on its home page. When 
Jewish groups demanded that The 

Guardian remove the blood libel from its website, the paper 
refused. Instead, it left the anti-Semitic propaganda on 
its homepage, but in a gesture of openmindedness, hosted 
a debate about whether or not Seven Jewish Children is 
anti-Semitic.

From London, Seven Jewish Children went on tour in 
Europe and the US. In a bid to show how tolerant of dissent 
they are, Jewish communities in America hosted showings 
of the play, which portrays Jewish parents as monsters who 
train their children to become mass murderers.

Seven Jewish Children’s success was repeated by the 
Turkish anti-Semitic action film Valley of the Wolves- 
Palestine, which premiered on January 28 – International 
Holocaust Memorial Day. The hero of that film is a Turkish 
James Bond character who comes to Israel to avenge his 
brothers, who were killed by IDF forces on the Turkish-
Hamas terror ship Mavi Marmara last May.

No doubt owing to the success of Seven Jewish Children 
and Valley of the Wolves-Palestine and other such 
initiatives, anti-Semitic art and entertainment is a growth 
sector in Europe.

Last month Britain struck again. Channel 4 produced 
a new piece of anti-Semitic bile – a four-part prime-time 
miniseries called The Promise. It presents itself as an 
historical drama about Israel and the Palestinians, but its 
relationship with actual history begins and ends with the 
wardrobes. In what has become the meme of all European 
and international left-liberal salons, the only good Jews 
in the mini-series are the ones who died in the Holocaust. 
From the show’s perspective, every Jew who took up arms 
to liberate Israel from the British and defend it from the 
Arabs is a Nazi.

WHAT ALL this shows is that Netanyahu was wasting 
his time calling on world leaders to condemn the murder 
of the Fogel family. What does a condemnation mean? 
France and Britain condemned the massacre, along with 
the US. Does that exculpate the French and British for 
their embrace of anti-Semitism? Does it make them friends 
of the Jewish state? And say a British playwright sees the 
YouTube censored photographs. No self-respecting British 
playwright will write a play called Three Jewish Children 
telling the story of how Palestinian parents do in fact teach 
their children to become mass murderers of Jews. And if 
a playwright were to write such a play, The Royal Court 
Theater wouldn’t produce it. The Guardian wouldn’t post 
it on its website. Liberal Jewish community centers in 
America wouldn’t show it, nor would university student 
organizations in Europe or America.

No, if someone wanted to use the photographs of Yoav’s 
and Elad’s mangled corpses and clenched fists as inspiration 
to write a play or feature film about the fact that the 
Palestinians have no national identity outside their quest to 
annihilate the Jewish state, he would find no mass market.

The headlines describing the attack make all this clear.
From the BBC to CNN the Fogels were not described as 

Israelis. They were a “settler family.” Their murderers were 
“alleged terrorists.”

As far as the opinion makers of Europe and much of 
America are concerned, the Yoavs and Hadases and Elads 
of Israel have no right to live if they live in “a settlement.”

So too, they believe that Palestinians have a right to 
murder Israelis who serve in the IDF and who believe 
that Jews should be able to live freely wherever we want 
because this land belongs to us.

Until these genteel Jew haters learn to think otherwise, 
Israel should neither seek nor care if they condemn this or 
any other act of Palestinian genocide. We shouldn’t care 
about them at all. 

(Source: The Jerusalem Post)

The funeral of the five members of the Fogel family from Itamar who 
were murdered in cold blood by Palestinian terrorists 
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The Billy Graham of Iran

We need to pray

While “Father Zakaria” is by far the most 
watched and best-known evangelist to 

the Muslim world at large on the air today, he 
is by no means the only one.

I consider my friend Hormoz Shariat 
to the Billy Graham of Iran. He is without 
any question the most recognizable and 
most influential Iranian evangelist in the 
world. Every night in prime time, Shariat 
broadcasts by satellite a live program in 
which he shares the gospel in his native 
Farsi, teaches in-depth Bible studies, and 
takes phone calls from Muslims who 
have sincere questions or simply want to 
attack him on the air. And given that he 
is hosting a program unlike anything on 
Iranian state-run television, Shariat draws 
an enormous audience, an estimated 7 to 9 
million Iranians every night.

The pastor of a fast-growing congregation 
of Iranian Muslim converts, Shariat also 
broadcasts his weekly worship service and 
teaching into Iran. Many secret believers in 
Iran are too scared to go to a church for fear 
the secret police might catch them. Many 
are also too scared to play Christian music 
in their homes or sing too loudly for fear 
their neighbors might hear them. For some 
of them, Shariat’s Sunday service is the only 
time of worship and fellowship they have. 
And for Muslims who are curious about 
Christianity but equally fearful of anyone 
knowing about their interest, such services 
give them a safe window into a world of 
ideas to which they feel increasingly drawn.

Several years ago, Shariat became 
interested in my novels and in Epicenter 
and invited me to visit his congregation and 
TV production facility in another secure, 
undisclosed location. I gratefully accepted 
his offer and am so glad I did.

For me, a Jewish believer in Jesus, it 
was incredibly moving to meet such a 
remarkable Iranian believer in Jesus, his 
family, and his staff. It was amazing to 
see how God is using them to reach the 
Iranian people they love so much with the 
life-changing message of the gospel.

Most remarkable to me is that Shariat 
did not grow up hoping to be an evangelist. 
In 1979, he and his wife were actually 
part of an Iranian Revolution. Along with 
millions of other Iranians, they were out 
on the streets of Tehran shouting, “Death 
to America! Death to Israel!” But once the 

shah fell and Khomeini came to power, 
Shariat decided he did not want death to 
come to America too quickly. Why? He 
wanted to go to graduate school here. 
Indeed, the desire proved to be a turning 
point that would change their lives forever.

In the 1980s, the Shariats obtained the 
necessary visas and came to the U.S. to 
study. But they quickly grew homesick, 
lonely, and despondent. Their marriage was 
fraying. They were getting into fights. They 
were seriously contemplating a divorce.

Then Shariat’s wife was invited by an 
American friend to go with her to visit an 
evangelical church. For some reason, she 
said yes, and there she began hearing Bible 
verses like Jeremiah 31:3, where God says, 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love.” 
She heard John 10:10, in which Jesus said, 
“I came that they might have life, and have 
it abundantly” – that is, that life might be 
full and meaningful.

She also heard verses like 1 John 1:7-9, 
which says, “If we walk in the Light 
as He Himself is in the Light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood 
of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all 
sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are 
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful 
and righteous to forgive us our sins and 
to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
Something happened inside of her. She 
suddenly knew that Jesus was, in fact, the 
Messiah and the only way of salvation, and 
she prayed to receive Christ into her heart. 

Then she encouraged her husband to attend 
church with her. He did, and before long, he 
too had become a follower of Jesus, drawn 
in part by God’s love and in part by the 
notion that God would actually forgive him 
and give him the assurance of salvation, 
something he could not get from Islam.

The Shariats’ problems did not evaporate, 
but they did begin a true, deep relationship 
with the God who had rescued them and 
adopted them into His family. To their 
surprise, they also began falling more 
deeply in love with each other. They began 
experiencing joy and peace that welled 
up from within them. Their circumstances 
had not really changed – they were still far 
from home and struggling through school 
– but their lives had changed. Soon they 
felt that God was calling them to devote 
their lives to reaching all of Iran with 
the gospel, and today they are part of the 
greatest evangelical air war in the history of 
Christendom.

Shariat told me, “Joel, I’m often asked, 
‘What does Christianity have to offer 
Muslims?’ I can only report from my own 
experience and from personally witnessing 
the effects on thousands of others that have 
come to Christ from Islam through our 
ministry. Bt far, the most expressed benefits 
are peace and joy – which are direct results 
of salvation. As Jesus says in John 14:27, 
‘Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, nor let it 
be fearful.’

“Muslims do not enjoy the assurance 
of salvation. I have heard the prayers of 
devout Muslims begging God to deliver 
them from torture in the grave and the fires 
of hell. Unlike Muslims, Christians have the 
assurance of salvation. After all, the Bible 
tells us that salvation is a free gift of God’s 
grace. It is not something we can earn. It is 
not something we can buy. It is something 
God gives for free. All we have to do is 
accept it. Acts 16:3 says, ‘Believe in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.’ 
Romans 6:23 says, ‘For the wages of sin 
is death, but the free gift of God is eternal 
life in Christ Jesus our Lord.’ 1 John 5:13 
says, ‘These things I have written to you 
who believe in the name of the Son of God, 
so that you may know that you have eternal 
life’ (emphasis added). Christians can really 
know beyond a shadow of doubt that we are 
saved and going to heaven. Muslims cannot.

“When I accepted Christ as my Savior, 
Joel, my heart was filled with peace and 
joy. It was the most extraordinary thing. 
And now, one of the greatest rewards of 
my ministry is to hear Iranian Muslims tell 
me that they, too, are experiencing peace 
and joy because they accepted Jesus Christ 
as their personal Savior and have come to 
understand His assurance of salvation.”

Our World is changing and change is 
not always for the good and especially 

not always good for God’s people. We have 
seen people using “change” as a slogan, 
and many assumed that this change will 
be for good, but now we see that not every 
change is a good change. The changing of 
our world is breaking down whole societies 
and government and cultures in a scale that 
history has not known since the French 
Revolution in the 19th century. 

It was not hard to predict that what 
happened in Tunisia a month ago will 
spread to other Arab countries because 
Tunisia was one of the more tolerant Arab 
countries in the world and in comparison 
to other Arab countries it was more liberal.  
From Tunisia this Islamo/Arab revolution 
is spreading to Egypt, Jordan, Yemen, 

Bahrain, Algeria, Libya and Syria, and it 
will probably continue to spread. In Libya, 
if the centralized government and Gaddafi 
fall, the country will revert back to the 
tribal Lords and a kind of feudal form of 
fiefdoms that we know from the Middle 
Ages in Europe. This might happen to other 
Arab countries that will bring down their 
centralized governments.

 The sad thing is that with these 
changes in the Arab world there is also a 
deterioration of support and respect for the 
West because in the Arab world the West is 
seen as having a duplicitous role in what is 
happening in this Islamo/Arab revolution.  
Among the changes that this revolution will 
bring to the world will be a major economic 
change precipitated by the raise in oil prices.  
All these events are a very serious cause for 

the Saints around the world to rally and lift 
up their voices to God in prayer. 

We need to pray for the Christians and 
Jews who are living in Libya, and in other 
Arab countries that are going through this 
revolution. We need to actually pray for the 
people in these countries and ask God to 
keep the bloodshed down and not allow the 
sin of the leaders to damage the people.  We 
need to pray for God to raise up sane and 
moral and concerned leadership in these 
Arab countries, leadership that will be wise 
and seek to make peace with Israel and to 
give freedom of the press and speech to their 
citizens. These prayers are very important 
because we are commanded by Yeshua to 
pray for our enemies and when we do so 
we must pray for God to give them what is 
good for their people and for all mankind.

From Israel’s point of view what is 
happening in these Arab countries is a kind 
of mixed bag, because on the one hand all 
talk of peace and compromise over issues 
like dividing Jerusalem and stopping the 
building of settlements are pushed aside 
for a season. Also from Israel’s point of 
view the disarray in the Arab world is a 
temporary opportunity to deal with regional 
problems closer to our home, like to deal 
with the problems of rockets from Gaza, 
and insurgency from both Gaza and the 
West Bank. Israel is not happy with what is 
happening in the Arab world because of the 
very big potential that more militant Islamic 
Jihadist forces will take power in these 
countries and the whole “peace process” 
will fall apart. This too needs your prayers 
for Israel’s sake. 

By Joel C. Rosenberg

Source: www.rohama.org

 Holy Bible in Farsi

(Joel C. Rosenberg has written five novels about 
terrorism and how it relates to Bible Prophecy, 
including Gold Medallion Book Award winner ”The 
Ezekiel Option”, along with two nonfiction books, 
“Epicenter” and “Inside the Revolution” [Tyndale 
House Publishers – ISBN 978-1-4143-5] – www.
joelrosenberg.com)
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“Great Hope and Anxiety over the Middle East,”  
says Israeli PM Netanyahu

“When I attended an engineering class at MIT [the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology],” says Benjamin 

Netanyahu, “we were shown an enlarged photograph of a 
bridge. You could see microscopic cracks. The bridge had 
been built with imperfections. As it bore more weight, the 
cracks widened. Eventually, the structure collapsed.”

The Israeli prime minister is responding to my obvious 
question: What is his reaction to the astonishing events 
across the Middle East during the recent months? Everyone 
has an instant, personal reaction to what they have seen on 
television. He first came to political prominence because of 
his mastery of the medium. How does it feel to him?

He says he felt “great hope” as the imperfect bridge 
buckles, “and great anxiety”: “Hope must defeat anxiety.”

It is “riveting when people defy the power of dictators”, 
and there is “no question what we want and what your 
readers want. There is a question whether what we’ll 
want is what we’ll get.” Mr. Netanyahu cites the Russian 
Revolution and the Iranian Revolution as ones that went 
wrong, the collapse of the Soviet bloc as one which went 
right. He points out that the Cedar Revolution in Lebanon 
five years ago started well, but today the country is more or 
less controlled by Hizbollah. “I am watchful.” He glances 
at an Israeli Defence Forces map of the Middle East, which 
hangs on the wall of his office.“I just telephoned John Key, 
the New Zealand Prime Minister, to offer assistance in 
his country’s earthquake. Then I told him ‘there’s another 
earthquake [in which many have also died], seizing the 
entire area from Pakistan to Gibraltar. The only place it 
passes over is Israel’ “By this he means that Israel already 
has the democratic values for which Arabs are struggling.

It is an unusual experience for Israel not to be at the centre 
of a storm in the Middle East. Mr. Netanyahu’s line about 
the recent revolt is: “This is not about us.” As if fearing 
that this might appear complacent, he qualifies: “That’s not 
to say we won’t be put back in the centre of the picture.” 
“Bellicosity” against Israel could easily become, once again, 
the sole uniting force in a fractured Arab world.

Something about the mood of Mr. Netanyahu, now in 
his seventh decade, and two years into his second term in 
office (the first was from 1996-1999) is ruminative, almost 
professorial. There is little of the youthful point-scoring 

arrogance for which he used to be attacked. His talk is 
full of historical parallels and dates. I pursue his train of 
thought. If it is not about you, what is it about?

Mr. Netanyahu separates the Arab regimes and the people 
they rule. The regimes, he says, “are preoccupied with 
Iran, and with the threat from their own people. The people 
are preoccupied with their own regimes.” The political 
advances of the 20th century “passed over the Arab world 
and a great chunk of the wider Muslim world”. Modern 
communications are constantly “reminding them what they 
missed out on”. There is a sense of “deprivation”. “There’s 
a battle going on between the early 20th century and the 
21st century. Will they get to the 21st, or will they be blown 
back to the ninth century?”

By the ninth century, he means chiefly the plans of Iran 
and its “proxies”, Hamas and Hizbollah. Iran is “seeking 
to exploit” current events. Its decision to send two naval 
vessels through the Suez Canal is “the first time we’ve 
seen elements of a Persian fleet in the Mediterranean since 
Alexandrine times”. This proves Iran has “aggressive 

intentions”. It is a “very grave development”. Iran was 
working as hard as it could to destabilise societies – Iraq, 
Afghanistan, Lebanon – before all this, and now it is trying 
to take advantage of the new situation. “When I say this, I 
am not guessing,” he says, with a meaning look.

It is well known that Mr. Netanyahu’s relations with 
President Barack Obama have not been as easy as is usually 
the case with US and Israeli leaders, but he will not be 
drawn on this subject. What he will admit to, though, is a 
disappointment with the West’s attitude to Iran. It is not 
only in Tahrir Square, he says, that crowds have protested. 
It happened in squares in Tehran in 2009, and hundreds of 
thousands have protested there this month. “There, [unlike in 
Egypt] the regime is applying brutal force.” “The people want 
to free themselves of this tyranny.” They need more help, he 
says – It is very dangerous if there is no regime change.

The fatal combination – the same would apply if the 
Taliban were to achieve dominance in Pakistan – is 
that of militant Islam and nuclear weapons. The Soviet 
Union was dreadful, but at least it was rational enough to 
back down when its own survival was at stake, but “with 
militant Islamic regimes, you cannot be so sure”. Under 
such regimes, “self-immolation is held as a great value”. 
Islamists often say that their enemies prefer life and they 
prefer death – “There’s truth to that.”

Besides, Iran with nuclear weapons would create new 
threats. “Look at Bahrain. A nuclear Iran would make it a 
Persian Gulf on both sides.” It would control the oil supplies 
of the world and “spawn a nuclear arms race in the Middle 
East”. Iranian conventional ballistic missiles already have a 
range that includes Western Europe: “It is extraordinarily 
dangerous for my country, but also for your country.” He sees 
Israel as “merely a forward position of Western values”.

The Western powers agree about the Iranian nuclear 
threat, he says, citing Britain’s Defence Secretary, Dr. Liam 
Fox, as a strong exponent of this view. But he adds: “I think 
we should do more. I think we can do more.” The present 
sanctions “don’t have sufficient bite”, and we “need a 
credible military option if sanctions fail”.

The only time Iran suspended its programme was in 2003, 
because, he says, it believed that it would suffer US military 
action if it did not. Without that threat, it will press ahead. 
So the challenge now for the US is huge. It must keep Iran 
down, and help “preserve the circle of peace” made with 
Israel by Egypt and Jordan, so that, for example, the new 
Egypt does not “open the floodgates” in Gaza. But isn’t 
there a feeling of American withdrawal and waning power 
in the air? “That remains to be seen. There’s no question 
that there’s a great test of will here.” Which is all very 
fascinating, but aren’t these reflections on current events 
ignoring Israel’s own duties? People accuse Israel of taking 
advantage of the situation by stalling the peace process 
and avoiding a clear line. Mr. Netanyahu sharply reminds 
me of his own position. Israel, he says, recognises the need 
for a nation state for Palestinians, but unless they recognise 
Israel’s right to be the Jewish state, there is no basis for 
a discussion of borders. The Palestinians provide no 
“education for peace”. Their school textbooks preach hatred 
and the public squares under the Palestinian Authority are 
named after the murderers of Israelis.

Stung by the European criticisms I convey, Mr. Netanyahu 
rises from his seat and takes me to a display cabinet by the 
window. He shows me a seal found in recent excavations 
in Jerusalem. It comes from the time not long after King 
David. He points out the Hebrew characters on the stone. 
“Do you know what name that is on the stone? It is my 
name: Netanyahu. So we do have some connection with 
the place!” He wants to remind Europeans that Israelis 
are staying: “We are not neo-Crusaders. We are not 
neo-colonials.”

But take the settlements, I respond. You yourself say that 
they are a relatively minor incursion (less than two per cent) 
upon the whole, disputed territory. 

By Charles Moore

Benjamin Netanyahu photo@isranet
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Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in conversation with OC IDF Central Command Major General Avi Mizrachi from a vantage point above 
the Jordan Valley. He referred to this eastern line as ‘Israel’s insurance policy’. Continued on page 5
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Egypt again
The front-page stories in newspapers around the world 

today resonate with striking biblical parallel.
The land of the pharaohs is suddenly aflame with a 

movement of millions crying out for freedom from the 
oppression of a tyrannical regime. The same Egypt that 
millennia ago witnessed the rebellion of the Jews against 
their servitude seems to be replaying the story of the book 
of Exodus. Freedom is the mantra of the dissidents who 
want to bring to an end the despotic rule of Mubarak – just 
as it was the driving force behind the mission of Moses 
who wanted to bring about a better world for his people.

In the immortal words of Yogi Berra, it’s déjà vu all 
over again.

Of course the reality is that contemporary events 
are strikingly different from the Torah story. Today’s 
revolution doesn’t have the same divine source as the 
one in the Bible. The leadership of the rebels isn’t as 
uniquely motivated by spiritual values as Moses and 
Aaron. For all we know, the overthrow of the present 
regime may very well prove to bring into power a worse 
devil, undoing Israel’s peace with Egypt for the past three 
decades – a peace, no matter how cold it may have been, 
that nonetheless ensured a measure of stability and the 
absence of military conflict. There’s a very real danger 
that today’s movement for change, in spite of its strong 
democratic slogans, will simply pave the way for turning 
Egypt into another extremist Islamic Iran.

But there is one very crucial connection between the 
story of old and contemporary events. It is rooted in the 
reason that we Jews have been obsessed with the story of 
the Exodus from Egypt for thousands of years. And now 
that the media and the world share our obsession with the 
land of the Nile and the pyramids, it is very important for 
us to identify exactly what it was about that experience 
that made it the seminal moment of Jewish history.

After all, the Jewish exodus from Egypt became 
immortalized even far more than by serving as source for 
the holiday of Passover. The Haggadah quotes the Talmud 
which teaches us that there is a mitzvah to remember the 
story of our departure twice every single day, morning 
and night. It is featured as a highlight memory of every 
Friday night Kiddush. And most strikingly of all, Egypt 
and the Exodus made it into the very first of the 10 
Commandments:

“I am the Lord your God who took you out of the land 
of Egypt, the house of bondage.”

Those are the stirring opening words of the Decalogue. 
They link God’s claim to our belief and our allegiance not 
to any philosophical arguments or theological proofs; we 
are simply commanded to obey all the laws given at Sinai 
because we were witness to what happened in Egypt.

And the biblical commentators were perplexed by an 
obvious question: Wouldn’t it mean much more if God 
were to identify Himself first and foremost with the 
words I am the Lord your God who created the heavens 
and the earth? The fact that God liberated us from 
slavery was a wonderful achievement, but even human 
beings have been great emancipators. However only 
God Himself can lay claim to the role of creator. Why 
did the first commandment choose a seemingly lesser 
demonstration of divine power, the Exodus over creation, 
as the ultimate source deserving of bringing about 
mankind’s acceptance of monotheism?

The powerful answer of many commentators is that the 
God whom we met at Sinai wanted above all to refute 

the heresy that denied not His existence, but His ongoing 
concern. Were God simply to identify himself as the One 
Who created the heavens and the earth, we could believe 
there is a divine origin to the universe but no ongoing 
connection that would make the Almighty relevant to our 
lives.

When He told us I am the Lord your God who took 
you out of the land of Egypt, the house of bondage, God 
wanted to impress upon us the idea, as Yehudah Halevi put 
it, that He is a God of history who maintains a personal 
relationship with every one of us created in His image.

And because God is a personal God who continues to 
care about us, about the fate of the Jewish people and the 
ultimate future of mankind, history becomes meaningful. It 
is orchestrated from Above. It has a pre-ordained destiny.

The story of our deliverance from Egypt is so very 
crucial because it proved to us for the first time and for all 
time that history is not happenstance, that events are not 
meaningless, that hidden beneath the often inexplicable 
moments that alter human destiny and the fate of empires 
and nations is the finger of God writing the script of the 
story of mankind.

The Talmud teaches us that there are two possible 
ways to view the events that befall us. The first is the 
philosophy of “there is no justice and there is no judge.” 
It is a heresy that adopts words like coincidence, chance 
or luck to explain the strange twists and turns of life, 
denying any link between the Creator and His creations.

The antithesis of this heresy is that history has meaning 
and purpose. It is not haphazard. It has a plan. It follows 
a divinely ordained order, decreed by God who continues 
to be involved in every aspect of the story of mankind.

And the word for “order” in Hebrew? It is “Seder.”
That’s why the most important ritual of Passover, 

commemorating the Exodus, is called Seder. Not because 
it emphasizes that there is an order, a Seder, to the 
meal, but because it summarizes the key message of our 
original Egypt experience.

Things happen for a reason. History follows a divinely 
decreed order. God didn’t stop caring about the world 
after He created it. He is still deeply involved and He has 
a master plan for the end of days.

That’s why Jews, in spite of all we’ve endured, remain 
optimistic about the future. The Egyptian experience 
taught us the message of the first commandment: God is 
a God of history who will never abandon His people or 
His plan for universal messianic fulfillment.

At this juncture no one can really say with certainty 
what will happen in Egypt today, and how much more so 
tomorrow. But even in the midst of all the turmoil and 
confusion we Jews can remind the world of the lesson 
Egypt was always meant to convey to us, going all the 
way back to Sinai: The dramatic changes of history have 
a divinely understood purpose. Their order, while often 
incomprehensible as they unfold, represent the way God 
chooses to bring about his ultimate design for mankind’s 
salvation.

And perhaps, just perhaps, the contemporary story of 
rebellion and revolution in Egypt will be the stepping 
stones to another holiday like Passover that will 
commemorate the final redemption.

(Rabbi Blech is a prolific author of books on Judaism and the Jewish 
people. He is also a highly-regarded speaker, who has spoken on Jewish 
topics to communities around the world)

By Rabbi Benjamin Blech

Why do you persist in the face of world condemnation? 
Is the game worth the candle? He comes straight back with 
a historical parallel – the Sudetenland in the late 1930s. 
“People, especially the leading British media,” considered 
that Czechoslovakia’s possession of these German-speaking 
areas was “the barrier to peace with Hitler”. “It didn’t 
work out quite like that,” he drily points out. (I slip in a 
historical footnote that it was The Times that supported 
the Munich Agreement. The Daily Telegraph did not.) In 
Mr. Netanyahu’s view, the “international ganging-up on 
Israel” over the settlements is a classic example of changing 
the terms of the argument – what he calls “the reversal of 
causality”. There were no Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank before Israel was attacked in the Six Day War of 
1967, “So what was all that about?” Israel proper remains 
disputed by her enemies. “Even moderates don’t say that, 
if the settlements end, we’ll make peace with Israel.” 
He does hasten to add, however, that a deal can be done. 
“It is not impossible to resolve it, to make the necessary 
compromises. The settlement issue has to be resolved.”

I explain that I raised the settlement issue not only on 
its own merits, but because it is a classic example of the 
“delegitimation of Israel”. Once upon a time, the West saw 
his country as a beacon. Now it often rejects the Netanyahu 
claim that Israel embodies its values. It is not uncommon 
to hear talk of an “apartheid” state. Mr. Netanyahu became 
famous for his skill as an Israeli spokesman during the first 
Gulf war, yet now he is more reticent on the public stage in 
the West. He has been prime minister for two years, and this 
is his first full British media interview in that time. Has he 
despaired of persuading us? Mr. Netanyahu replies: “Do you 
know our Israeli expression ‘to look for the keys under the 
lamp-post?’ People look under the lamp-post where there 
is light, but that doesn’t necessarily mean that the keys are 
there.” In other words, it is easier to scrutinise Israel than to 
explore the darker places where the keys lie.

He is, he admits, “worried” about Britain. In his view, 
there are “two streams” in British attitudes to Israel and the 
Jews. One, exemplified by Lloyd-George’s “understanding 
of history” in the Versailles era, is admirable. He cites 
Col Richard Meinertzhagen, intelligence chief to General 
Allenby in the Mandate era in Palestine, who, despite having 
had little previous contact with Jews, quickly discovered 
that, contrary to his fellow-countrymen’s prejudices, they 
were “very good fighters” and would “provide a bulwark 
against the aggression of Islamic militancy”. He also refers 
to Arthur Stanley, late 19th-century Dean of Westminster, as 
one of many British luminaries who found the Holy Land 
neglected and argued that “the Jews would come back and 
build up this country”. Mr. Netanyahu has a portrait of his 
greatest British hero, Winston Churchill, on his shelves. 

On the other hand, there are bad attitudes. “Britain was a 
colonial power, and colonialism has been spurned.” Britain 
therefore tends to look at the Israeli question through 
its “colonial prism”, which makes the British “see us as 
neo-colonialists”. But this is wrong. “We are not Belgians 
in the Congo! We are not Brits in India!”

In the United States, the situation is different because the 
Americans were not colonisers, but in revolt against colonial 
power. Their vision was “one of a society based on the New 
Jerusalem, the Promised Land”, so they naturally saw Israel 
as “partners in freedom”.

He agrees that Western loss of support for Israel is “a 
huge issue” and “tragic because, in many ways, we are you 
and you are us”. This has been a talk with Mr. Netanyahu in 
statesmanlike mode. He shows me his books, including the 
huge, definitive history of the Spanish Inquisition written by 
his father, who is still alive aged 101.

It seems a pity to drag the talk to mere politics, but I 
have a parting shot. We now have a coalition in Britain. In 
Israel, they never have anything else. Has he any advice 
for David Cameron? He permits himself an amused look: 
“Lower taxes.” Then he adds: “I believe you are thinking 
of reforming your voting system. Be careful of proportional 
representation. I give you that as a free tip.”

Charles Moore was born in 1956 and educated at Eton, 
and Trinity College, Cambridge where he read History. He 
has been editor of The Spectator (1984-90), the Sunday 
Telegraph (1992-5) and The Daily Telegraph (1995-2003)

(Source: The Telegraph)

Continued from page 4

The land of the pharaos is suddenly aflame
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It was almost like being at a UN session, with one crucial 
difference: These people had come together to bless 

Israel, not to condemn it.

 Recently, I was invited to speak to the Christians for 
Israel organization during an international leadership forum 
it convened in Jerusalem.

Not quite sure what to expect, I entered the auditorium 
and politely took my seat, listening attentively. What I saw 
and heard was as encouraging as it was extraordinary.

At the beginning of the event, the group’s tireless 
executive director, Andrew Tucker, went around the 
hall, recognizing the heads of various branches of the 
organization who had come to show their support for the 
Jewish state. There were Americans and Africans, Brits and 
Belgians, Dutch and Canadians, Italians and Ukrainians.

None of them may have been Jewish, but all clearly felt a 
strong bond with the people of Israel.

Indeed, it was almost like being at a session of the UN, 
but with one crucial difference: These people had come 
together to bless Israel, not to condemn it.

Founded in 1979 in Holland by Karel van Oordt and 
Pee Koelewijn, Christians for Israel has blossomed into 
an organization whose reach extends to more than 20 
countries.

Its newspaper, Israel and Christians Today, is published 
in English, German and Dutch, and has more than 200,000 
subscribers. Edited by Henk Kamsteeg and Pim van der 
Hoff, it provides news, analysis and commentary to an 
international audience hungry to learn more about the 
Jewish state.

The group has produced a wealth of materials, such 
as books, DVDs, study guides and even a website – 
www.whyisrael.org – with the aim of bringing “biblical 
understanding to the church and among the nations 
concerning God’s purposes for Israel.”

The organization’s international chairman, Rev. John 
Tweedie, produced an award-winning six-part documentary, 
Israel – A Journey Through Time, which traces the history 

of the Jewish people from Abraham to the present using a 
biblical and historical perspective.

A tall and charismatic Canadian originally from Northern 
Ireland, Tweedie says God placed two calls on his life: one 
to serve as a minister and another “to speak out passionately 
in support of the Jewish nation and for the rights of the 
Jewish people.”

And that is most certainly what he does, as he travels the 
globe preaching to Christians about the need to stand with 
Israel.

I KNOW what some of you might be thinking: It is very 
nice that these Christians proclaim their love for Israel, but 
surely they have some ulterior motive. They must be putting 
on a lot of smiles so we Jews will lower our defenses, and 
then they will try to convert us.

Put your skepticism and cynicism aside: These guys are 
the “real deal.” Their motivation is sincere, inspired by 
conviction and guided by faith. They have no agenda other 
than to support Israel.

As a result, the group intentionally does not maintain an 
office here, but chooses instead to sponsor projects through 
Jewish organizations such as Hineni and Hazon Yeshaya.

As Tucker explains it: “As Christians for Israel, our 
primary goal is to try to shake the church from its slumber, 
to wake up our fellow Christians to what God is doing.”

In other words, members of Christians for Israel are 
missionaries to the church, attempting to convince their 
fellow Christians that they have a biblical responsibility to 
stand with Israel and the Jewish people.

In effect, they are on the front lines in a theological 
battle raging among Christians over what is referred to as 
Replacement Theology, or supersessionism, which basically 
asserts that the church has replaced Israel in the unfolding 
of the divine plan.

Supporters of Replacement Theology make the spurious 
claim that the church is the “new Israel,” and that the Jewish 
people have been basically tossed aside by God.

As a Jew, it is hard for me to comprehend how anyone 
who reads the Bible could believe such a thing. After all, in 
the book of Malachi (3:6), God says, “For I am the Lord, I 
have not changed.”

And in Isaiah (46:11), He declares, “What I have said, I 
will bring about; what I have planned, I will do.”

And there is no more compelling proof of this than the 
modern-day return of the Jewish people to their land.

Armed with this message, Christians for Israel is 
educating Christians to understand and appreciate the 
special role of the Jewish people in the unfolding of history.

As Tweedie notes, “Israel is the only nation with whom 
He made covenants, to whom He made promises, and He is 
keeping those promises even in this generation.”

ONE OF the highlights of the Jerusalem forum came at 
the end, when the organization’s president, Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer, offered a heartfelt prayer beseeching the 
Creator to bless the Jewish state.

I stood there transfixed as this non-Jewish religious figure 
passionately called on God to have mercy on His people 
Israel.

There was something so real, genuine and sincere about 
Glashouwer’s supplication that I could almost feel it 
resonating in the heavens above.

Something truly significant is happening. Bear in 
mind that just over 65 years ago, Europeans were busy 
slaughtering Jews. Now many of them are taking the lead in 
supporting the Jewish state. This is a remarkable historical 
development.

Even if they face an uphill battle, Christians for Israel 
is not shying away from its special mandate – spreading a 
pro-Israel message from the heart of Europe to villages in 
sub-Saharan Africa.

“Israel,” says Glashouwer, “is the greatest sign of hope 
that the world has ever seen.”

And to that we can all say amen.

Missionaries to the church
By Michael Freund

Michael Freund

These guys from Christians for Israel are the “real deal”

Worldwide Christians for Israel volunteer staff members at the March 2011 Forum in Jerusalem, among them Rev. Dr. John Tweedie (left)
and Fred & Wendy van Westing from C4I-USA (front right) Photos by Henriette Heuvelman
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The Anzac Day service on Mount Scopus in Jerusalem 
in 1992 was on the same weekend as Passover and 

Easter. On that day a Catholic minister spoke about how 
Passover represents the identity of the nation of Israel; 
Easter represents the identity of the Christian; and the Anzac 
landing at Gallipoli represents the beginnings of the identity 
of Australia (and New Zealand).  

I left that service feeling challenged to further research 
about the significant connection between the Anzac 
soldiers in the Eastern Mediterranean and the restoration of 
Israel, and especially of any connection with the Gallipoli 
campaign. 

There is indeed a significant connection. 

Background 

Ever since Napoleon invaded Egypt in 1798 in an effort 
to cut Britain off from India, the British were extremely 
concerned about geo-political developments in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. Britain’s obsession with the Eastern 
Mediterranean led her take control over the Suez Canal in 
1875. 

Also during the nineteenth century many Christians began 
to proclaim that according to God’s covenant faithfulness, 
national Israel would one day be restored to its ancient 
homeland. They interceded for such a Jewish restoration. 

Then towards the latter part of the century nationalist 
Jewish people began coming to the land of Israel, 
anticipating a greater restoration. Such a restoration, 
however, would depend upon the defeat the Turkish Empire, 
and the capture of the land of Israel by a power sympathetic 
to the Jewish aspirations. 

Significance of Gallipoli 

In late 1914 Britain and France, planned an assault upon 
the Dardanelles Peninsular in Turkey in order to assist their 
Russian ally. This assault would be at a small place named 
Gallipoli. 

The Russians then, in March 1915, informed the British 
and French that once Turkey was defeated then the strategic 
areas of the Dardanelles, Sea of Marmara, Bosphorus 
and Constantinople were to be handed over to them – the 
Russians. 

As a result of this Russian demand, Britain now began 
to consider what was strategically important for them in a 
defeated and dismembered Turkish Empire. France had 
always coveted the province of Syria – which included 
Palestine, the land of Israel. But what did Britain need? 

At this point Britain realised that if Russia controlled 
the Dardanelles, and if France held Syria, then these two 
potential future rivals could effectively threaten the Suez 
Canal – her link to her Eastern Empire of India, Australia, 
New Zealand and more. 

Soon afterwards Britain decided that it could never allow 
a political situation to develop which could threaten the 
Suez Canal. Of prime importance now was the future of 
the east bank of the Suez, which they did not want France 
to control. The question though was: “ If not France, then 
who?’ 

The Anzac horsemen, Beersheba and the Balfour 
Declaration

The Gallipoli campaign was a military failure, and 
following their withdrawal from the Peninsular some of the 
Allied soldiers were deployed into the Sinai – to protect the 
Suez Canal from an anticipated Turkish assault. 

These men, including Australian and New Zealand 
horsemen, moved slowly towards the land of Israel. By 
late 1917 the British Government was firmly resolved 
to defeating the Turks in the entire province of Syria, and 
thereby securing a political future for that region in line 
were Britain’s geo-political interests. 

On 31 October 1917 British infantry and the ANZAC 
horsemen won a resounding victory at Beersheba, aided 
by a gallant charge of the Australian Light Horse. At about 
the same time as the final surge to victory at Beersheba, the 
members of the British War Cabinet in London agreed to a 
proposal from the Zionist Organisation to establish a Jewish 

National Home in Palestine. 

A sympathetic power had conquered the land from the 
Muslim Turks. The Jewish people were ready to return. 
British and ANZAC soldiers had played a part in the 
military victory. And behind the scenes for several hundred 
years ordinary Christians had been reminding God of His 
covenant promises to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 

Beersheba is really part two of the Gallipoli story. Indeed 
in many ways the road to Zion began at Gallipoli. That is 
the real significance of Gallipoli, and this is the wonderful 
news all Australians and New Zealanders should be made 
aware of. 

God is totally faithful to His covenant promises, and 
Israel being restored to her land is evidence of this. If this 
is so, then how encouraging is that for us? If God keeps His 
promises to Israel, despite her imperfections, then surely He 
will keep His promises to us. 

(: (Kelvin Crombie was a resident of Israel for some twenty-four years, 
working as a guide, researcher and writer. His book, ‘Anzacs & Israel – A 
Significant Connection’ was recently mentioned in a speech in the Federal 
Senate. Copies are available by contacting the author on: kjcrombie09@
bigpond.com)

Road to Zion began at Gallipoli
By Kelvin Crombie

Anzac Light Horse Troop

Each year the highways and byways of Israel become a 

riot of color as tens of thousands of Dutch tulips bloom 

in cities and towns all over the country. This expression 

of love for the people of Israel has become an annual 

event funded by the Dutch-based movement ‘Christians 

for Israel’. Usually members of the movement are on 

hand in Israel to assist in the planting of the bulbs in 

ceremonies in different parts of the country.

from Christians for Israel.

Dutch tulips  
  for Israel 
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Continued on page 9

The following order of events you can 
find in quite a lot of end-time outlines: 

the Church age and the worldwide preaching 
of the Gospel come to an end with the 
‘Rapture’ of the true Christian Church, 
which appears before the judgement throne 
of Christ to receive its reward according to 
its works. There, in the heavenly realms, the 
‘Marriage of the Lamb’ takes place. 

Two important events take place on earth 
(where the ‘Antichrist’ is then reigning) 
before the ‘Thousand Year Reign of Peace’ 
– the Millennium – begins 7 years later on 
earth: the GREAT Tribulation for Israel, 
and, thereafter, the JUDGEMENT of the 
nations of the world (Matthew 25:31-46), 
just before the start of the Millennium. 

Jeremiah 30:4-7 is often quoted especially 
with reference to that Great Tribulation for 
Israel: These are the words the LORD spoke 
concerning Israel and Judah: “This is what 
the LORD says: ‘Cries of fear are heard - 
terror, not peace. Ask and see: Can a man 
bear children? Then why do I see every 
strong man with his hands on his stomach 
like a woman in labour, every face turned 
deathly pale? How awful that day will be! 
No other will be like it. It will be a TIME of 
TROUBLE for Jacob.’”

And also Daniel 12:1: ”At that time 
Michael, the great prince who protects your 
people, will arise. There will be a TIME of 
DISTRESS such as has not happened from 
the beginning of nations until then. ” 

Zechariah 13:7-9 is also quoted along 
with these texts: “Awake, sword, against 
my shepherd, against the man who is close 
to me!” declares the LORD Almighty. 
“Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered, and I will turn my hand against 
the little ones. (‘And I have put back My 
hand on the little ones.’ – Young’s Literal 
Translation). “In the whole land, declares 
the LORD, TWO-THIRDS will be struck 
down and perish; yet ONE-THIRD will be 
left in it. This third I will put into the FIRE; 
I will refine them like silver and TEST them 
like gold. They will call on my name and I 
will answer them; I will say, ‘They are my 
people,’ and they will say, ‘The LORD is our 
God. ,” It is said that there will be a great 
slaughter in Israel, in the land of Israel, as a 
result of that Great Tribulation – Auschwitz 
was apparently not bad enough – but it is 
also said that the remnant of Israel will 
finally come to believe in the Lord Jesus as 
a result of that great tribulation.

The Lord Jesus’ declaration in Matthew 
24:15-22 is added to these verses: “So 
when you see standing in the holy place 
‘THE ABOMINATION THAT CAUSES 
DESOLATION’, spoken of through the 
prophet Daniel - let the reader understand 
- then let those who are in Judea flee to 
the mountains. Let no one on the roof of 
his house go down to take anything out of 
the house. Let no one in the field go back 
to get his cloak. How dreadful it will be in 
those days for pregnant women and nursing 
mothers! Pray that your flight will not take 
place in winter or on the Sabbath. For then 
there will be GREAT DISTRESS, unequalled 
from the beginning of the world until now 
- and never to be equalled again. If those 
days had not been cut short, no one would 
survive, but for the sake of the elect those 

days will be shortened. ” 

Finally, the attention of Christians is 
drawn to the Lord Jesus’ declaration in 
Revelation 3:10: “Since you have kept my 
command to endure patiently, I will also 
KEEP you from the HOUR of TRIAL that is 
going to come upon the WHOLE WORLD to 
test those who live on the earth. ”

The conclusion is thus as follows: a 
terrible period of Great Tribulation, which 
will last for 7 years (in two 3½ year parts), 
will come over the world, but believers 
will not experience this, because they will 
have already been caught up to heaven. 
That tribulation takes place on earth and is 
for ISRAEL, after which the nations of the 
world will also be judged. 

However, Zechariah 12:10 speaks of an 
outpouring of the Spirit upon the whole of 
Israel IN JERUSALEM and throughout 
the land of ISRAEL. After the completion 
of the fullness of the Gentiles the whole of 
Israel will be saved, according to Paul in 
Romans 11:25-27. This is the only way for 
someone to come to believe, repent and 
be converted, as a result of God showing 
mercy, and bestowing His Holy Spirit, who 
opens eyes and hearts and understanding to 
Jesus’ finished work. This is how it is for 
people from the nations, from the Gentile 
world, and this is how it is for Israel and it 
will not be otherwise for Israel.

Before proceeding further to look at 
how the Bible paints the future of Israel, 
the Church, the nations and the world 
prophetically, I want first to make a few 
marginal comments on the texts quoted 
above from Jeremiah 30, Daniel 12, 
Zechariah 13, Matthew 24 en Revelation 3.

Great Tribulation for Israel? 

It always strikes me that the texts from 
Jeremiah 30 and Daniel 12 are often only 

quoted in part – as I myself did above. When 
we read Jeremiah 30:7 in full however, it 
says: “How awful that day will be! No other 
will be like it. It will be a time of trouble 
for Jacob, BUT he will BE SAVED out of 
it. ” And Daniel 12:1 says: “There will be 
a time of distress such as has not happened 
from the beginning of nations until then. 
BUT at that time your people WILL BE 
DELIVERED. ” 

There will certainly be great distress 
for Jacob/Israel, but they will be delivered 
from it! They will escape! Michael, Israel’s 
archangel, will come to the aid of the 
people of Israel and enter into battle with 
his heavenly hosts against the powers of 
darkness that seek Israel’s destruction. 
There will be no ‘Auschwitz’ in Israel for 
the Jewish people therefore! 

Land or World?

But how should we read Zechariah 
13:7-9? Verse 8 says: “In the whole LAND, 
declares the LORD, TWO-THIRDS WILL 
BE STRUCK DOWN AND PERISH.” So 
will there be an ‘Auschwitz’ in Israel after 
all? Or do we read it incorrectly, and is it 
translated incorrectly – and/or with bias?  
What does it say? ‘Kol-ha-aretz’, ‘the whole 
land’ or ‘the whole world’? How should this 
be translated? For when we read Zechariah 
14:9, it says there: “The LORD will be king 
over the whole EARTH. On that day there 
will be one LORD, and his name the only 
name.”  A tremendous future perspective! 
And no one will contest the fact that the 
LORD will one day be the King of the 
whole world. However, the same word is 
used in both cases in the Hebrew text. It is 
translated ‘land’ in the first case and ‘earth’ 
in the second! Why is it not translated as 
‘land’ or ‘earth’ in both cases?

This is not a problem in the Portuguese 
Bible. It is translated ‘earth’, i.e. in the 
whole world, in both cases – correctly, in 

my opinion. Anyone who allows the context 
of Zechariah 13:7-9 to sink in, discovers an 
order of events that sketches Israel’s history 
in short. 

First of all, a shepherd, who is a 
companion of the LORD, is killed. It is clear 
to Christians that this refers to the suffering 
and the death of Christ. Thereafter the sheep 
are dispersed. This is also what took place in 
history. In 70 A.D., after the death of Jesus, 
the Romans dispersed the Jewish people 
throughout the earth (and they did so again 
in 135 A.D.) and raised the city of Jerusalem 
and the temple to the ground.

The prophet goes on to say that, in the 
whole world, two-thirds will be struck 
down and perish. Not only did that happen 
in 70 and 135 A.D. (even if the translation 
‘in the whole land’ is preferred this took 
place in the meantime, as a result of those 
indescribable slaughters by the Romans), 
but if the numbers of Jews slaughtered in 
the past 2,000 years are added up, it will 
be discovered that 2/3 of the Jewish people 
have been exterminated worldwide in the 
past centuries as well, and that only 1/3 
of the Jewish people are still left today. 
There are currently only ± 15 million Jews 
left in the world: ± 5 million in Israel, ± 
5 million in the U.S.A., ± 2 million in the 
former Soviet Union and the rest spread out 
throughout the world. These are all that have 
survived of the Jewish people following the 
slaughters that have taken place through the 
centuries.

That 1/3 that has survived will thereafter 
be refined, not destroyed, says Zechariah. 
And this will lead Israel to “call on my name 
and I will answer them,” says verse 9. Then 
there will finally be a good relationship 
between the LORD and His firstborn son, 
Israel. Will there be a great tribulation? 
Yes! But destruction? No! There will be a 
refining, however!

The Hour of Trial

Revelation 3:10 states very clearly that the 
“hour of trial” will come over the WHOLE 
WORLD – so not exclusively for Israel. 
Everyone will be affected by it: Israel, the 
Church, the nations, indeed creation itself. 
How do Revelation 3:10 and John 17:15 see 
‘kept from the hour of trial’? 

Let us first look more closely at Revelation 
3:10. This is the only text, moreover, which 
seems to connect the ‘Great Tribulation’ 
and the so-called ‘Rapture of the Church’ 
to each another. This does not happen in 1 
Thessalonians 4:13-17, nor in 1 Corinthians 
15:50-53 for example. Those texts do indeed 
speak of the First Resurrection, of the great 
transformation that will take place when 
Christ comes – how we shall go to meet 
Him in the air (the ‘Rapture’), how the dead 
will be raised and then those who are alive 
will go together to meet Him, how mortal 
bodies will be clothed with immortality and 
great glory – but those passages do not even 
hint at any kind of ‘Great Tribulation’. To 
assume that this ‘secret’ Coming of Christ is 
to precede it is to assume an order of events 
that Scripture does not actually present – 
except in Revelation 3:10, according to the 
advocates of that end-time programme.

TRIBULATION AND ISRAEL
THE GREAT

By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer

“God’s children are not appointed to suffer under God’s wrath” – Willem Glashouwer  Photo by Henriette Heuvelman
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What does it say exactly? “Since you have 
kept my command to endure patiently, I will 
also keep you from the hour of trial that is 
going to come on the whole world to test the 
inhabitants of the earth. I am coming soon. 
Hold on to what you have, so that no one 
will take your crown” (Revelation 3:10-11). 
So  Jesus says: ‘Continue expecting Me. 
Do not allow yourselves to be carried along 
by the delusion of the age, do not follow 
‘redeemers’ - how ever warmly they are 
welcomed, slavishly obeyed and religiously 
praised by the masses (as with the likes of 
Marx, Darwin, Freud, Hitler, Stalin, Mao 
Tse Tung, Napoleon, etc.), but continue 
looking forward to Me. For I shall come to 
bring Great Salvation worldwide.’

To those who continue to expect Him in 
this way, He promises to “keep (them) from 
the hour of trial that is going to come on the 
whole world.” What does He mean by this? 
Will He ensure that you do not land in “that 
hour” by taking you out of it beforehand – 
the ‘Rapture’ – so that you will therefore 
not have to witness all the misery of those 
last days of the end times? Or does He mean 
that He will protect you during that time to 
such an extent that you will come through 
it, and not succumb to it, being protected 
with a view to your eternal bliss and your 
glorious, ‘crowned’ future?

First of all: what is the Greek word for 
‘trial’? Is it the same word that is used in 
Matthew 24:21 – ‘great distress’? 

No, the same Greek word is not used. 
Revelation 3:10 speaks of πειρασμος – 
peirasmos –, Matthew 24:21 of θλιψις – 
thlipsis. 

Peirasmos means ‘trial’, ‘test’, 
‘temptation’ (compare Luke 8:13: “in the 
time of testing they fall away” en 22:28: 
“You are those who have stood by me in my 
trials,” and the ‘temptations’ of Jesus by the 
devil in the desert, Luke 4:1-13). 

Thlipsis means ‘affliction’ (compare 
Romans 12:12: “Be joyful in hope, patient 
in affliction, faithful in prayer.”)  This word 
is also used for a woman’s painful labour 
pains.

The Septuagint – the Greek translation of 
the Old Testament, made by Jewish scholars 
around 250 B.C. -, uses the word thlipsis, 
‘distress’, in Daniel 12:1. In Jeremiah 30:7 
(= Septuagint Jeremiah 37:7) the words 
χρονος στενος, chronos stenos, are used: a 
threatening, frightening, perilous time. 

So there are three different words: 
peirasmos, thlipsis and chronos stenos. Do 
they all refer to the same thing, to the same 
perilous time, to the same temptation or trial 
- in a word: the Great Tribulation? This is 

not necessarily the case. It is possible they 
do however, so let us assume this to be the 
case for the time being.

We are talking about a worldwide difficult 
time. A time of trial and of oppression. 
A time of fear and anxiety preceding a 
new time, followed by a new worldwide 
beginning: God’s Kingdom of peace and of 
righteousness. A time of refining and trial, 
however not necessarily a time of judgement.

God’s children are not appointed to suffer 
under God’s wrath. That judgement has 
been suffered and borne by Jesus, in His life 
and death. 1 Thessalonians 5:9 says: “For 
God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but 
to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ” 

So which wrath does this refer to? 
Is it God’s Great Tribulation wrath, as 
Revelation 16:1 says: “Go, pour out the 
seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth”? 
Or does it refer to God’s last judgement 
wrath, as Romans 2:5 says: “But because 
of your stubbornness and your unrepentant 
heart, you are storing up wrath against 
yourself for the day of God’s wrath, when 
his righteous judgment will be revealed.”   
1 Thessalonians does not mention the Great 
Tribulation at all; nor does it mention the 
‘Rapture’. Even if the seals, trumpets and 
vials in the Book of Revelation are counted 
as falling under ‘the wrath of God’, it is 
still not certain that God’s children will also 
be affected by them. When the 10 plagues 
struck Egypt (do they fall under ‘the wrath 
of God’ by the way?), the worst plagues did 
not affect the children of Israel in the land 
of Goshen – not even the darkness: Exodus 

10:23: “Yet all the Israelites had light in the 
places where they lived.”

Taken Out or Protected From?

‘I shall keep you from that time of 
temptation, trial, refining and peril’, says 
the Lord Jesus in Revelation 3:10 therefore. 
What does He mean by this? Which words 
does He use in the Greek text? He uses the 
verb τηρεω εκ – tereo ek – in the future 
tense: ‘I shall watch, protect, shield, pay 
careful attention, look out, guard, keep, 
preserve, save,’ to just mention a few of the 
meanings of this verb in the New Testament, 
according to Muller’s dictionary. 

In the future tense and in combination 
with the little Greek word εκ of εξ (ek = 
from, as we use it as the particle ex-, as in 
exit = way out) it is used but twice in the 
New Testament as far as I know: here in 
Revelation 3:10, and also in John 17:15, the 

Lord Jesus’ so-called High-Priestly prayer. 
So it is the Lord Jesus Himself who is 
speaking in both cases, both of which are in 
writings of the apostle John.

What do τηρησω εκ of εξ, tereso/tereo ek 
or ex actually mean? A healthy principle of 
scriptural exegesis requires the comparison 
of text with text. So what does this mean in 
this context ‘I shall keep out of… or from’? 

In John 17:15 the Lord Jesus is praying for 
His disciples – and for all who will come to 
believe in Him through their testimony, verse 
20 – “My prayer is NOT that you take them 
OUT OF the world but that you protect them 
from (tereo ek) the evil one.” So the Lord 
Jesus does not pray that we shall be taken 
away, out of the world, but that we shall 
remain PROTECTED FROM the claws of 
the evil one in the world, that we shall not 
come within the grasp of the devil and the 
powers of darkness to such an extent that we 
succumb to and are defeated by them. He 
will protect His sheep and lead them as the 
Good Shepherd – in difficult times too. He 
will lead and help them through it all so that 
they will reach the finish safely. 

And He says precisely the same thing in 
Revelation 3:10. ‘If you continue looking 
for My return from heaven, keeping your 
eyes steadfastly on My Coming, and do 
not allow yourselves to be carried away 
by the temptations and the violence of 
the devil and the powers of darkness and 
the anti-Christ and the false prophet and 
whatever or whoever else, I shall hold you 
tight and PROTECT YOU FROM the hour 
of temptation/trial that will come over the 
whole world. I shall make sure you will 
reach the finish safely.’ He does not promise 
to take you out of it, but to hold you tight 
in it, to make sure that you reach the other 
side safely - just like Noah and his family 
reached the other side in the safety of the 
ark and were able to set foot on the new 
world, and like the Israelites were protected, 
in the land of Goshen, during the 10 plagues 
that were brought upon the Egyptians.

So does the ‘Rapture of the Church’ take 
place before the ‘Great Tribulation’? It 
doesn’t really look like it. Jesus says in John 
16:33 “In this world you will have trouble. 
But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
In Matthew 24:9 He says: “Then you will 
be handed over to be persecuted and put to 
death, (there will by martyrs, as there have 
been in every century) and you will be hated 
by all nations because of me.” And He says 
in John 15:20: “Remember what I told you: 
‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ 
If they persecuted me, they will persecute 
you also.” And Paul says in Acts 14:22 “We 
must go through many hardships to enter 
the kingdom of God.”

Many Trials

Evil and the raging of the powers of 
darkness, which have threatened the world 
ever since man’s fall into sin, finally 
culminate in the manifestation of the total 
breakthrough of evil. Jews, who continue 
to serve the true God, the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob, the God of Israel, will be 
persecuted. 

The Church, which has come to worship 
the same God of Israel through faith in 
Jesus Christ, will also be tested and refined. 
“The one who stands firm to the end will 
be saved,” says the Lord Jesus in Matthew 
24:13. Believers will lift up their heads, 
full of anticipation, for their redemption is 
drawing ever more nigh, Luke 21:25-28. 
To their comfort, God promises in Matthew 

24:22 that the time of trial and oppression 
during the end-time and the government of 
the anti-Christ and his false prophet will be 
shortened. And the Bible refers repeatedly, 
and in different fashions, to a period of 3½ 
years - not longer. 

They may know - without any shadow of 
a doubt - that Jesus is coming soon. Of this 
His children can be assured. To them He 
will say, “Come, you who are blessed by my 
Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom 
prepared for you since the creation of the 
world.” But the hostile nations will suffer 
the judgement they deserve: “Depart from 
me, you who are cursed, into the eternal 
fire prepared for the devil and his angels.” 
(Matthéüs 25:31-34, 41)

The First Resurrection 

“Immediately after the distress of those 
days the sun will be darkened, and the 
moon will not give its light; the stars will 
fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies 
will be shaken. Then will appear the sign of 
the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the 
(unbelieving, disobedient) peoples (nations) 
of the earth will mourn when they see the 
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, 
(the shekinah, the clothing of God’s glory, 
as in the columns of cloud and fire that went 
before the people of Israel, the cloud on the 
Mount of Transfiguration, the cloud that took 
Jesus up from the Mount of Olives, and of 
which it was said by the angels that He is to 
return in like manner) with power and great 
glory. And he will send out his angels with a 
loud trumpet call, (this does not look much 
like a hidden, secret coming for His Church, 
for every eye will see Him and the air will 
resound to the sound of the trumpet/shofar) 
and they will gather his elect from the four 
winds, (from all over the world) from one 
end of the heavens to the other.” (Matthew 
24:29-31) - The First Resurrection!

In 1 Thessalonians 4:15-17 a lot of noise is 
also mentioned, so that little is secret/hidden 
when Jesus comes: “According to the Lord’s 
word, we tell you that we who are still alive, 
(who are alive at that moment, and who have 
not yet died, like so many of our brothers and 
sisters who have gone before us) who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will certainly 
not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
For the Lord himself will come down from 
heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trumpet/shofar 
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 
first. After that, we who are still alive and are 
left will be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so 
we will be with the Lord forever” - The First 
Resurrection!

John sees this tremendous Church, this 
people of God, as a multitude that no one 
can count. When he asks where they come 
from he is told: “These are they who have 
come out of the great tribulation; they have 
washed their robes and made them white in 
the blood of the Lamb” (Revelation 7:14). 
For the blood of Jesus, God’s Son, cleanses 
from all sin. We read in Revelation 20:4: 
“And I saw the souls of those who had been 
beheaded because of their testimony about 
Jesus and because of the word of God 
(Christians as well as Jews?), and those who 
had not worshiped the beast or its image and 
had not received its mark on their foreheads 
or their hands” (like the Jews who bind 
phylacteries with the true confession of 
faith to their foreheads and hands/arms, and 
the sign of baptism on Christians’ foreheads 
and on their whole body). “They came to life 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years.” - 
The First Resurrection! 

Continued from page 8
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Once, about a generation ago, there 
was no entity called “Palestine,” no 

people called “Palestinians.” There was an 
“Arab-Israeli Conflict,” a continuing attempt 
over decades by the Arabs to eliminate the 
Jewish state and drive the Jews into the sea.

This approach was unsuccessful. In 1948 
and in 1967 Israel prevailed, although 
outnumbered and tiny relative to her 
enemies. Then in 1973, despite all odds 
she survived an attack on her holiest day. 
It was not due only to military might, but 
something greater protecting the Israelis. 
A very smart man looked around trying 
to understand what was Israel’s secret 
weapon. The religious Jews claimed it 
was their God, but the majority of Israelis 
were not religious.  Something united 
them, transcending any political divide, 
bonding them into one whole. It was 
said this unity was strongest at times 
of existential threat to the Jewish State. 
He also saw with amazement that many 
Israelis were leaving the country, residing 
in all corners of the world, and that 
the Diaspora Jewry was not rushing to 
immigrate to Israel. He noted, though, 
the great incentive that existed: A Jewish 
person could automatically, by right, 
move to Israel, no questions asked. The 
Ethiopian and the enormous Russian 
immigrations are evidence of this policy.  
This man was a great student of his 
nemesis. Zionism, a “dream” expressed from a 
balcony in Basel, came into being, and waves 
of immigrants came to Israel (first under 
Ottoman rule then under British Mandate), 
drying the swamps, fighting malaria, building 
cities and making the desert bloom.

Nothing deterred them, not famine 
or lack of resource, not hatred or mob 
massacres. They remained, built and 
developed, thrived and expanded. 
Mysteriously, they did not harbor ill will 
or hatred, as is common in the Middle 
East. Instead of never forgetting the 
massacres, the wars, the attempts to destroy 
them, they focused on growth, development 
and progress. They extended their hand 
in peace to anyone who would accept it 
willingly and peacefully.

The Jews brought to the world advances 
too numerous to count that moved the world 
forward, and the region continued to flourish. 

Adolescence, however, proved a unique 
opportunity for him to penetrate this 
semblance of undefeatable strength and 
Israel’s ability to withstand even the most 
vicious of attacks.

Israel had become focused on the self, 
advancement of the individual and life’s 
comforts.  The Jews grew tired of fighting 
wars and withstanding terrorism, less driven 
to serve in their Defense Forces, ready to 
travel and enjoy the fruits of the life they 
had created. Overnight, violence became 
rampant, corruption infested every level of 
government, from the President and Prime 
Minister down.

Israel, the man saw, tried to mimic 
her big American brother. Much like 
the older democracy, K-12 education in 
Israel deteriorated, people came to expect 
“entitlements” and responsibility and 
accountability quickly disappeared. It 
was always someone else’s fault, never 
the individual’s responsibility – from 
misbehavior to meeting the most basic needs.

This, the observer knew, was the time 
to emulate the first decades of the Zionist 
dream. If he created a notion of a state, a 

people, a capital and a right of return, and 
if he could only infect his people with the 
same bug that had so successfully energized 
the Jews to make Israel a flourishing 
country, from dry bones into a thriving 
body, then he could achieve his goal.

However, his problem was that his people 
were not as driven. They are lazy, more 
content to fight amongst themselves. Honor 
is of paramount importance, except it is 
applied in all the wrong places.  The leader 
was not stupid. While he advocated one 
position to Western ears, he spoke quite 
differently in Arabic. These were two vastly 
different worlds, and he knew how to bridge 
them skillfully, masterfully.

The recipe was there, but he knew 
that was insufficient. One key element 
was missing. He could not be seen as 
the chef mixing the ingredients. For his 
idea to succeed, it must be implemented 
by the … Israelis themselves. Only they 
could bring on their own downfall. He, an 
outsider, was apparently smarter and could 
devise the most sinister plan, but Jewish 
blood and leadership was necessary for its 
implementation.  

This, beyond any doubt, was the very 
greatness of Arafat. He mixed together all 
the right ingredients – a people, a country, 
a capital, a vision, a dream; even a “right 
of return.” He did not care these ideas were 
stolen, both spiritually and physically, for 
his was never a people, they never had a 
country, never once incorporated Jerusalem 
in their Holy Book or writings, or really 
cared about any holy places; neither theirs 
nor those of other religions.

Only one thing drove him to his last day, 
his hatred of the Jews. But he understood, 
better than anyone else, that in the Middle 
East, one need not rush his plan. Set your 
agendas and they will be achieved. Patience 
is key, but it is a resource abundantly 
plentiful in the region.

It was the Israelis themselves and 
alongside them (sometimes leading, other 
times marching in unison) the American 
Jewry who led his plan to victory while he 
was – and perhaps still is – laughing. 

The Israeli Arabs did not want change.  
They preferred, and still do, to live as 
citizens of the Jewish State.  So they were 
coerced and shoved until they rioted in 
the streets, threw stones and engaged in 

storytelling.  They uprooted groves and set 
houses on fire, just to blame the Jews. To 
add insult to injury, they burned products 
by the Jews, getting ready for the day they 
could actually burn the Jewish people.

They created a narrative that mimicked 
the true Zionist history. They rewrote 
facts, claiming ownership of elements that 
occurred during three thousand years of 
existence. They hijacked and expanded.

It was Jews and Israelis who led the fight 
against the so-called “Occupation.” It was 
Israelis and Jews who demonstrated and called 
for a stop to Jewish settlements, advocated 
giving away land and even desecrating 
Jerusalem on the way. None other than Israelis 
and Jews blamed Israel, created blood libels 
and went overseas to carry Israel’s bad name 
for no fault of her own.

Women wore black and demonstrated 
every Friday close to General Headquarters.  
Others went to the roadblocks that were 
designed to protect Jewish towns from 
terrorists and with cruelty that knows 
no bounds targeted … the soldiers. Yet 
others, red headed and beautiful, went and 
documented every room being built, not by 
the enemy, but by loyal Jews.

They created contingencies who utilized the 
Israeli Supreme Court against every move, 
from erecting a fence and a wall to protect 
Israel against atrocities to carrying out the 
court’s own decisions against illegal takeover 
of state lands by Bedouins and others.  

They covered themselves with a cloak of 
“human rights” and “activism,” but forgot 
they were attacking their own people, their 
own existence. So they went to demonstrate 
at Sderot, a city that for eight years was the 
aim of rockets from Gaza, and deplored … 
Israel.

What is worse, they did nothing positive 
to support the Jewish State. Even if some of 
their arguments could have been plausible, 
they utilized them to criticize and malign, 
to hurt and damage, rather than to build and 
strengthen.

Even though a small minority, they were 
the vocal ones, a driven force. Since no one 
stood in their way or offered a rebuttal, their 
efforts expanded like fire in a dry forest.

Israel was suddenly described as 
“Apartheid.” The Jewish State was at 
fault for her enemies bombarding her with 

rockets. Homicide bombers expecting 72 
virgins exploded themselves up, and again, 
the fault was with Israel. 

Logic no longer existed. There was a 
clear refusal to look at history or facts, since 
all knew Arafat’s ingenious scheme had no 
basis in truth or reality. A mere figment of 
the imagination taking root by the constant 
love and affection of those extreme-left 
Israelis and American Jews watering, 
fertilizing, nurturing.  

Once infected, the virus expanded into 
every part of the body-Israel. Vital organs 
needed to be protected, or the body would 
succumb. These were the liver, the lungs, 
the heart and the brain; Jewish construction, 
security, Jerusalem and the right of return.  

Arafat succeeded, even in the years 
following his death, to bring Israel to a 
point of no return. The body is infected and 
all red lines have been crossed. There is no 
peace, nor can one be achieved for the very 
simple reason that Israel’s enemies do not 
want peace; they only seek her destruction.

For a long time we asked, will Israel 
recoup? Will she survive? Can she heal 
from all the internal wounds?  

Negotiation and more talks are futile 
at this stage.  To restore normalcy and 
equilibrium, there will be a war.  Israel 
must fight for existence against her enemies 
from within and from outside. She may not 
survive, although Jewish people know in 
their DNA she will prevail in the end.

The main question is when she will realize 
the need to rise and fight, as she still has not 
accepted this reality.

Until then, all we need do is listen to 
the news, to history unfolding in front of 
our very eyes and ears. Current events is a 
collage of stories, none grounded in reality, 
all perhaps designed to topple democracy, 
to destroy the Jewish State, and complete, 
once and for all, the “Final Solution.”

What the Germans and Hitler did not 
finish, Arafat seems to be successfully 
continuing from his grave.

(Ari Bussel, a very good Israeli friend of the Managing 
Editor of “Israel & Christians Today”, invites readers to 
view and experience an Israel and her politics through his 
eyes, something Israel visitors rarely discover. This point 
– and often – counter-point presentation is sprinkled with 
humor and sadness and attempts to tackle serious and 
relevant issues of the day – bussel@me.com)

Arafat’s Dream
By Ari Bussel

Palestinian soldiers reading in the newspaper about Arafat’s dream photo@isranet



11April 2011 news & views

Who is Allah?

Europeans love to mock the salience 
of religion in American society, but 

they won’t be laughing for very long. The 
de-Christianization of Europe in the name of 
“tolerance” is rapidly driving the spiritually 
shiftless continent into the arms of Islam. 
And now, amidst the postmodern theological 
confusion that defines contemporary 
Europe, even Catholic clergy are jumping 
on the Islamomania bandwagon.  

Last year’s post-Christian theological 
spectacle came from the Netherlands where 
the Roman Catholic Bishop of Breda, said 
he wants Christians to start calling God 
“Allah” because he believes such a gesture 
would promote “rapprochement between 
Christianity and Islam”. Appearing on 
Dutch television, the then 71-year-old cleric 
said: “Allah is a very beautiful word for 
God. Shouldn’t we all say that from now on 
we will name God Allah? ... What does God 
care what we call him?”

Inquiring minds want to know: If the 
bishop really thinks the names “God” 
and “Allah” are interchangeable, why 
doesn’t he ask Muslims to start calling 
Allah “Yahweh”, the biblical name for 
God? But he won’t, because he knows they 
won’t.  Indeed, just because Christianity, 
Judaism and Islam are called “monotheistic” 
faiths, it does not follow that Christians, 
Jews and Muslims pray to the same God. 
So for those pre-postmoderns who believe 
that words still mean something, a quick 
survey of archaeology, history and theology-
accompanied by a dose of common 
sense-can answer the question of whether 
the Allah of Islam is really the God of the 
Bible.

What Archaeology Says about Allah

Muslims claim that in pre-Islamic 
times, “Allah” was the biblical God of the 
Patriarchs, prophets and apostles. Indeed, 
the credibility of Islam as a religion stands 
or falls on its core claim of historical 
continuity with Judaism and Christianity. No 

wonder, then, that many Muslims get uppity 
when the claims of Islam are subjected to 
the hard science of archaeology.  Because 
archaeology provides irrefutable evidence 
that Allah, far from being the biblical God 
of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, was actually 
the pre-Islamic pagan moon-god. Indeed, 
it is an established archaeological fact that 
worship of the moon-god was the main 
religion of the ancient Middle East.

What History Says about Allah

Historians say that pre-Islamic Arabs 
worshipped the moon-god by bowing in 
prayer toward Mecca several times a day. 
They would also make a pilgrimage to 
Mecca, run around the Kabah seven times 
and throw stones at the devil. And they 
fasted for one month, which began with 
the appearance of the crescent moon and 
ended when the crescent moon reappeared. 
Moreover, the ancient symbol of the 
pagan moon-god, the crescent moon, is 

the official symbol of Islam; it appears 
on the flags of Muslim countries, as well 
as on the tops of mosques and minarets 
everywhere.  But Islam also draws from 
other pagan traditions. For example, the tale 
of Mohammed’s night journey into heaven 
parallels the Zoroastrian story of Arta Viraf. 
Zoroastrianism also inspired the Islamic 
belief that dark-eyed virgins await every 
man who enters heaven. And the Islamic 
ritual of praying five times a day? That, 
historians say, originates with the Sabeans, 
Syrian pagans who practiced an ecumenical 
mixture of Babylonian and Hellenic religion. 
No surprise, then, that some scholars refer 
to Islam as monotheistic heathenism. 
 
What Theology Says about Allah   

Muslims claim that Islam is Judaism and 
Christianity reformed. They say the Koran 
confirms the truth of the Torah and the 
Gospels. But since those texts did not jibe 
with Mohammad’s beliefs, they accuse Jews 
and Christians of changing and distorting the 
original versions. Muslims therefore assert 
that the Koran “clarifies” the Bible.   Even if 
that were the case, the Koran and the Bible 
present ideas about God (especially about 
His character) that are so diametrically 
opposed that any reasonable observer would 
conclude that each book refers to a distinct 
deity.   

The Koran, for example, states 
unequivocally that Allah is an unknowable 
and non-personal deity. By contrast, the God 
of the Bible allows Himself to be known 
and desires fellowship with human beings 
on a personal basis. Indeed, the Bible says 
that Abraham (the same Abraham whom 
Muslims say they venerate) was the “friend 
of God.” The Koran also portrays Allah as 
a vindictive deity who hates sinners and 
desires to afflict them. But the Bible says 
God is love. Moreover, the New Testament 
teaches that God loved humanity so much 
that He came to earth to pay the debt for 
man’s sin, and that that act of grace is 
available for free to anyone who believes 

Jesus Christ is their personal Savior. But 
Islam denies that Christ was God or that 
He died in order to save humanity. Indeed, 
Allah does not provide any way for man 
to be reconciled to God. The theological 
differences go on and on, so much so that 
the God of the Bible cannot possibly be the 
Allah worshipped in Islam. 

Allah and Eurabia 

Mohammed thought the Jews and 
Christians of his day would receive him as 
a prophet. But the Bible says that any new 
revelation must agree with what is already 
established in Scripture (Isaiah 8:20). So 
they rejected his Allah as a false god. And 
Mohammed replied by setting his Islam on 
a permanent warpath against Judaism and 
Christianity that continues to this day.   

The Dutch bishop and other Muslim 
fellow travelers think they can buy a fake 
peace with Islam by playing relativistic 
word games as a part of an “inter-faith” 
dialogue. But Muslims understand much 
better than do post-modern Europeans that 
ecumenical appeasement is a symptom of 
a Judeo-Christian civilization that is weak 
and dying.  The irony is that the real danger 
from Islam stems not so much from ordinary 
Muslims as it does from sickly Europeans 
who have subverted their Judeo-Christian 
heritage in search of secular hedonism. 
Because they live only for the moment, they 
are willing submit to anything, including 
Islam, as long as it doesn’t interfere with the 
pursuit of pleasure today.     

It has been more than 50 years since 
the late Christian apologist C. S. Lewis 
first warned about Western Civilization’s 
disastrous lurch into post-Christianity. 
But even he would be surprised to see 
how quickly Islam is filling the religious 
and cultural vacuum that is post-Christian 
Europe.

(Soeren Kern is a Senior Analyst for Transatlantic 
Relations at the Madrid-based Grupo de Estudios 
Estratégicos/Strategic Studies) 

By Soeren Kern

By Mark Durie 

Those who denounce critics of Islam should allow that, 
like all global faiths, Islam has its detractors and a 

religion will be judged on what its followers say and do.
There is a debate going on about Islam. The question 

being asked is: Does Islam itself – not just poverty or social 
exclusion – provide ideological fuel for extremism and 
violence?

It is all too tempting to promote one-dimensional 
explanations of religious violence. Monash University 
doctoral candidate Rachel Woodlock said recently that 
social exclusion was the root of Islamic radicalism.

On one hand, there are those who, like Woodlock, demand 
that critics of Islam be stigmatised as ignorant, right-wing 
racists. On the other hand, Islam’s problems cannot be 
simplistically reduced to social or economic factors.

Violence in the name of Islam is well-attested in nations 
in which Muslims are dominant, and it is non-Muslim 
minorities that suffer the exclusion. It does not do to argue 
that religion has no relevance to such events.

In Muslim-majority Pakistan on December 3, 2010, Pakistani 
imam Maulana Yousuf Qureshi, in his Friday sermon, offered 
a $6000 bounty to anyone who would murder Asia Bibi, a 
Christian woman who has also been accused of “blaspheming 
Allah”. Pakistani minister for minorities Shahbaz Bhatti and 
Punjab governor Salman Taseer were subsequently assassinated 
because of their opposition to Pakistan’s blasphemy laws.

These laws are supported by Pakistan’s Islamic elites. 
The killer of Salman Taseer, Mumtaz Qadri, was praised 
by religious leaders from mainstream schools of Pakistani 
Islam, and when he was being led to court on January 6,400 

Muslim lawyers showered him with rose petals, offering 
him their legal services free of charge.

There has also been a rush of recent assaults on Copts and 
their places of worship in Egypt, sparked by a wild tirade by 
a leading Egyptian cleric.

Closer to Australia, there have been well-publicised attacks 
on Ahmadiyah Muslims in Indonesia, including brutal 
murders. These were undoubtedly influenced by a theological 
belief that Ahmadiyah adherents are apostates from true 
Islam. Although prominent Indonesian leaders were quick to 
express abhorrence for the attacks, many Indonesian Muslims 
have called for Ahmadiyahs to be outlawed.

These events demonstrate the ugly effects of stigmatising 
minorities, and it would be deplorable to simple-mindedly 
extrapolate the religious views of Pakistani, Egyptian or 
Indonesian Muslims and apply them to Australia.

However, it is irrational to insist that any and everyone 
who seeks to expose the religious roots of such hatred must 
themselves be decried as haters.

All over the world, every religious belief is disliked by 
someone or other. Christianity has its prominent detractors, 
too, from Bertrand Russell to Richard Dawkins. A Google 
search for “Evils of Christianity” yields tens of thousands 
of hits.

Australians can be thankful for a culture of tolerance, 
which has been carefully nurtured over decades. Tolerance 
is strengthened when people are able to debate ideological 
issues freely – especially those which impact profoundly on 
human rights – without being shouted down.

Victorian Supreme Court Justice Geoffrey Nettle, in his 

findings on the case of the Islamic Council of Victoria vs 
Catch the Fire, pointed out that criticism – or even hatred 
– of a religion should not be conflated with the hatred of 
people who hold those beliefs. It is one thing to promote 
tolerance, quite another to mandate it.

Perhaps the most powerful evidence against Woodlock’s 
thesis – that it is exclusion, and not religion, that drives 
some Muslims to terrorism – is the fact that across the 
globe the most diverse religious minorities do not resort to 
violence, even when persecuted.

There are no Falun Gong terrorists in China, despite all 
the bitter persecution. The same can be said for persecuted 
Christians in many nations.

Even in Australia, many ethnic and religious groups have 
been subjected to disadvantage and exclusion, but none 
have produced the level of terrorist convictions of our own 
home-grown Islamic radicals.

It is a bitter pill for the vast majority of Australian 
Muslims to swallow that their faith has been linked, globally 
and locally, to religious violence.

Unfortunately, this link cannot be dismissed as the product 
of media prejudice or “Islamophobic” propaganda. It is in 
part an issue of some Muslims behaving very badly, and their 
often strident claim is that they do this in the name of religion.

Taking such claims seriously and debating them publicly 
must not be equated with stigmatising law-abiding and 
peaceable Australian Muslims.

(Mark Durie is a Melbourne Anglican vicar, author of “The Third 
Choice: Islam, Dhimmitude and Freedom,” and Advisory board member of 
Christians for Israel Australia)

Muslim violence a fact, not prejudice

Woman looking at large writing of the word Allah 
in Arabic script
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I am here today to talk about 
multiculturalism. This term has a number of 

different meanings. I use the term to refer to a 
specific political ideology. It advocates that all 
cultures are equal. If they are equal it follows 
that the state is not allowed to promote 
any specific cultural values as central and 
dominant. In other words: multiculturalism 
holds that the state should not promote a 
leitkultur, which immigrants have to accept if 
they want to live in our midst.

It is this ideology of cultural relativism 
which the German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel recently referred to when she 
said that multiculturalism has proved “an 
absolute failure.”

My friends, I dare say that we have 
known this all along. Indeed, the premise 
of the multiculturalist ideology is wrong. 
Cultures are not equal. They are different, 
because their roots are different. That is why 
the multiculturalists try to destroy our roots.

Rome is a very appropriate place to 
address these issues. There is an old saying 
which people of our Western culture are all 
familiar with. “When in Rome, do as the 
Romans do,” it says. This is an obvious 
truth: If you move somewhere, you must 
adapt to the laws and customs of the land.

The multicultural society has undermined 
this rule of common sense and decency. The 
multicultural society tells the newcomers 
who settle in our cities and villages: You 
are free to behave contrary to our norms and 
values. Because your norms and values are 
just as good, perhaps even better, than ours.

It is, indeed, appropriate to discuss these 
matters here in Rome, because the history 
of Rome and fall of Rome also serves as a 
warning.

The fall of Rome was a traumatic 
experience. Numerous books have been 
written about the cataclysmal event and 
Europeans were warned not to make the 
same mistake again. In 1899, in his book 
‘The River War,’ Winston Churchill warned 
that Islam is threatening Europe in the same 
way as the Barbarians once threatened 
Rome. “Mohammedanism,” Churchill wrote 
– I quote – “is a militant and proselytizing 
faith. No stronger retrograde force exists in 
the World. […] The civilization of modern 
Europe might fall, as fell the civilization of 
ancient Rome.” 

Churchill is right. However, if Europe 
falls, it will fall because, like ancient Rome, 
it no longer believes in the superiority of 
its own civilization. It will fall because it 
foolishly believes that all cultures are equal 
and that, consequently, there is no reason 
why we should fight for our own culture in 
order to preserve it.

Tolerate the intolerant

This failure to defend our own culture has 
turned immigration into the most dangerous 
threat that can be used against the West. 
Multiculturalism has made us so tolerant 
that we tolerate the intolerant.

In a 1974 speech to the UN, the Algerian 
President Houari Boumédienne, said: 
“One day, millions of men will leave the 
Southern Hemisphere to go to the Northern 
Hemisphere. And they will not go there 
as friends. Because they will go there to 
conquer it. And they will conquer it with 
their sons. The wombs of our women will 
give us victory.” 

Libyan dictator Kadhafi said: “There are 
tens of millions of Muslims in the European 
continent today and their number is on the 
increase. This is the clear indication that 

the European continent will be converted 
into Islam. Europe will one day soon be a 
Muslim continent.” 

Totalitarian ideology

Islam is a totalitarian ideology. Islamic 
Shariah law supervises every detail of life. 
Islam is not compatible with our Western 
way of life. Islam is a threat to our values. 
Respect for people who think otherwise, the 
equality of men and women, the equality of 
homosexuals and heterosexuals, respect for 
Christians, Jews, unbelievers and apostates, 
the separation of church and state, freedom 
of speech, they are all under pressure 
because of islamization.

Europe is islamizing at a rapid pace. 
Many European cities have large islamic 
concentrations. In some neighbourhoods, 
Islamic regulations are already being 
enforced. Women’s rights are being 
trampled. We are confronted with 
headscarves and burqa’s, polygamy, female 
genital mutilation, honour-killings. “In each 
one of our cities” says Oriana Fallaci, “there 
is a second city, a state within the state, 
a government within the government. A 
Muslim city, a city ruled by the Koran.” 

Make no mistake: The multiculturalist 
Left is facilitating islamization. Leftist 
multiculturalists are cheering for every new 
shariah bank, for every new islamic school, 
for every new mosque. Multiculturalists 
consider Islam as being equal to our own 
culture. Shariah law or democracy? Islam 
or freedom? It doesn’t really matter to 
them. But it does matter to us. The entire 
leftist elite is guilty of practising cultural 
relativism. Universities, churches, trade 
unions, the media, politicians. They are all 
betraying our hard-won liberties.

Plain common sense

Ordinary people, however, do not 
consider the decline of societal cohesion, 
the rise of crime, the transformation of their 
old neighborhoods into no-go zones, to be 
an “enrichment.”

Ordinary people are well aware that they 
are witnessing a population replacement 
phenomenon. Ordinary people feel attached 
to the civilization which their ancestors 
created. They do not want it to be replaced 
by a multicultural society where the 
values of the immigrants are considered 
as good as their own. It is not xenophobia 
or islamophobia to consider our Western 
culture as superior to other cultures – it is 
plain common sense.

Fortunately, we are still living in a 
democracy. The opinion of ordinary 
people still matters. I am the leader of the 
Dutch Party of Freedom which aims to 
halt the Islamization process and defend 
the traditional values and liberties in the 
Netherlands. The Party of Freedom is the 
fastest growing party in the Netherlands. 

A recent poll in Britain showed that a 
staggering 48 percent of the British would 
consider supporting a non-fascist and 
non-violent party that vows to crack down 
on immigration and Islamic extremists 
and restrict the building of mosques. In 
Germany Die Freiheit party was established 
party led by a former Christian-Democrat. 
German polls indicate that such a party has 
a potential of 20 percent of the electorate.

Multiculturalism an absolute failure
My speech in Berlin last October, in 

which I urged the Germans to stop feeling 
ashamed about their German identity, 
drew a lot of media attention. Two weeks 
later, German Chancellor Angela Merkel 
stated that multiculturalism is “an absolute 

failure.” Horst Seehofer, the leader of the 
Bavarian Christian-Democrats, was even 
more outspoken. “Multiculturalism is dead,” 
he said.

Last month, French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy said: “We have been too concerned 
about the identity of the immigrant and not 
enough about the identity of the country 
that was receiving him.” And in Britain, 
Prime Minister David Cameron blamed 
multiculturalism for Islamic extremism. 
“We have allowed the weakening of our 
collective identity,” he said. “Under the 
doctrine of state multiculturalism, we have 
encouraged different cultures to live […] 
apart from the mainstream.” 

In his speech, David Cameron still makes 
a distinction between the Islamist ideology, 
which he calls extremist and dangerous, and 
Islam, which he says is peaceful religion. 
I do not share this view, and neither did 
Cameron’s great predecessor Winston 
Churchill. Stating that Islam is peaceful is a 
multiculturalist dogma which is contrary to 
the truth. The massive influx of immigrants 
from Islamic countries is the most negative 
development that Europe has known in the 
past 50 years.

A recent prestigious poll in the 
Netherlands revealed that 50 percent of 
the Dutch are of the opinion that Islam and 
democracy are not compatible, while 42 
percent think they are. Even two thirds of 
the voters of the Liberal Party and of the 
Christian-Democrat Party are convinced that 
Islam and democracy are not compatible.

Refusal to see reality

This, then, is the political legacy of 
multiculturalism. While the parties of 
the Left have found themselves a new 
electorate, the establishment parties of the 
Right still harbour their belief that Islam is 
a religion of peace on a par with peaceful 
religions such as Christianity, Judaism, 
Buddhism and others.

The problem with multiculturalism is a 
refusal to see reality. The reality that our 
civilization is superior, and the reality that 
Islam is a dangerous ideology.

Today, we are confronted with political 
unrest in the Arab countries. Autocratic 
regimes, such as that of Ben Ali in Tunisia, 
Mubarak in Egypt, Kadhafi in Libya, the 
Khalifa dynasty in Bahrain, and others, 
have been toppled or are under attack. The 
Arab peoples long for freedom. This is 
only natural. However, the ideology and 
culture of Islam is so deeply entrenched in 
these countries that real freedom is simply 
impossible. As long as Islam remains 
dominant there can be no real freedom.

Let us face reality. On March 8, the 
International Women’s Day, 300 women 
demonstrated on Cairo’s Tahrir Square in 
post-Mubarak Egypt. Within minutes, the 
women were charged by a group of bearded 
men, who beat them up and dragged them 
away. Some were even sexually assaulted. 
The police did not interfere. This is the new 
Egypt: On Monday, people demonstrate 
for freedom; on Tuesday, the same people 
beat up women because they, too, demand 
freedom.

I fear that in Islamic countries, democracy 
will not lead to real freedom. A survey by 
the American Pew Center found that 59 
percent of Egyptians prefer democracy to 
any other form of government. However, 85 
percent say that Islam’s influence on politics 
is good, 82 percent believe that adulterers 

Continued on page 13

The Failure of Multiculturalism and How to Turn the Tide
By Geert Wilders

Will Europe put its foot down?
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By David Silver

The incessant publication of outrageous, libelous accusations 
against Israel serves one useful purpose: it reveals & exposes 

the hearts and attitudes of those who see/read those reports!
Early April, the Goldstone blood libel was unmasked! Retired 

South African judge Richard Goldstone admitted that his report 
on the December 2008-January 2009 Israeli military incursion 
into Gaza had wrongly accused the Jewish state of war crimes. 
Goldstone now acknowledges that the evidence provided in 
subsequent Israeli investigations had debunked the information 
he and his team was fed by the Palestinians during their 
UN-commissioned inquiry.

But the damage has already been done.
The Goldstone episode again highlights a favorite tactic of 

Israel s enemies, which is to make outlandish claims against the 
Jewish state, and then get the international media to print them, or 
even get the UN to adopt the claims. 

The Palestinians and their backers know that the international 
community is predisposed to believing the worst about Israel, 
and so will latch on to these lies without conducting so much as 
rudimentary fact-checking.

When the truth finally surfaces, it is too late. The story is old 
news by that time, and no longer of interest to the media.

This is a common phenomenon over the past several decades 
of the Israeli-Arab conflict. Some of the more grievous examples 
(and they are far from being the only ones) include:

• The Goldstone Commission: Israel was accused by an official 
UN commission of purposely targeting Palestinian civilians 
during Operation Cast Lead, thereby leading to the deaths of well 
over 1,000 people in the Gaza Strip. The commission labeled 
the Israeli incursion an illegal action, despite the enormous 
Palestinian missile barrage on southern Israel that had preceded 
it.   Only weeks later did reporters pick up on the discrepancies 
between Palestinian-provided casualty figures and the lack of 
patients in local hospitals. They didn t bother to publish much 
about it. Several months after that, Hamas Interior Minister Fathi 
Hamad admitted that 700 of the people killed during the mini-war 
were Hamas fighters, matching the figures Israeli originally 
provided.  And now, two years after the fact, Goldstone himself 
has come forward and written in the Washington Post that Israel 
did not target Palestinian civilians, and was only acting to defend 
itself and its own civilians. Israeli leaders want an apology, but 
the damage has been done.

• Organ harvesting: In August 2009, Swedish newspaper 
Aftonbladet headlined a story claiming that Israeli soldiers were 
capturing Palestinian Arabs and harvesting their organs. The only 
evidence provided were the unsubstantiated claims of a handful 
of Palestinians. Nevertheless, the story became a sensation, 
leading to international outcries against Israel.   The editor of the 
newspaper later admitted he had no proof that the claims were 
true, but defended his right to publish the blood libel regardless.

• Operation Defensive Shield: In 2002, following a particularly 
severe string of Palestinian terrorist attacks, Israel launched 
Operation Defensive Shield to root out the terrorist infrastructure 
in Judea and Samaria. One of the focal points was the northern 
Samaria town of Jenin. Of the 60 suicide bombers to attack 
Israelis in 2002, 23 had comes from Jenin.

• The Battle of Jenin, the Palestinians claimed that over 500 
civilians had been massacred and that Israeli forces had demolished 
large portions of the city. The accusations were broadcast around 
the world, leading to a massive outcry against Israel.  Months later, 
it was revealed that only 52 Palestinians had died during the intense 
street battles in Jenin, and that most of them were armed militants. 
Israel lost 27 soldiers during the battle. A simple check of satellite 
photos also showed that Jenin had not been destroyed, and that the 
fighting had been limited to a small corner of Jenin where only a 
few buildings had been demolished. Israel was quietly absolved, 
but the damage had been done.

• Mohammed al-Dura: On September 30, 2000, Palestinian 
terrorists engaged Israeli soldiers stationed in the Gaza Strip. 
Video footage of the clash broadcast on and provided by 
France 2 showed 12-year-old Mohammed al-Dura hiding 
behind his terrified father as the bullets flew. Moments 
later, the boy slumps over dead and the father is wounded. 
Israel was immediately blamed for shooting the boy in cold 
blood, and Mohammed al-Dura became an internationally-
recognized poster child for armed uprising against the Jewish 
state.   Subsequent investigations by the Israeli army and other 
journalists have shown that the Israeli troops could not possibly 
have hit al-Dura from their position, even if they were trying 
to, and that the France 2 reporter on the scene may have been 
collaborating with the Palestinians. Phillipe Karsenty, a French 
media commentator, was sued by France 2 for questioning the 
authenticity of the footage. A French court later ruled the Karsenty 
had indeed provided compelling evidence that France 2 s report 
was faulty, but the damage was already done.

• Fainting schoolgirls: In 1983, a large number of Palestinian 
schoolgirls began fainting while at school. Accusations were 
immediately made that they had been poisoned, and that Israel had 
done it. The foreign press jumped on the story and reprinted it far 
and wide without bothering the check the facts. The UN Security 
Council condemned Israel for poisoning little girls. Months later, 
experts proved that the girls had in fact not been poisoned. The 
media stopped covering the story, and the UN remained silent.

• First Lebanon War: The Palestinians realized how they could 
manipulate the press and public opinion against Israel for the first 
time during the First Lebanon War. After Israeli forces entered 
Lebanon in response to incessant PLO attacks on northern Israel, 
the Palestinians claimed that 10,000 civilians had been killed 
and more than half a million displaced.   The foreign reporters 
repeated the claims without checking the facts, like, for instance, 
that there were not even half a million people living in the whole 
of southern Lebanon. Media outlets also recycled images of 
destruction caused during the earlier Lebanese civil war as though 
it had been caused by Israel.

Today s blood libels against Israel mirror the historical blood 
libels against the Jews in their viciousness, their absurdity, and in 
the fact that even after being debunked and dismissed, they continue 
to haunt the Jewish people and act as a platform for hatred.

Its time to be an Esther – Stand up & tell the truth to those who 
have been deceived to think Israel are the bad guys. 

(David Silver is the founder/director of Out of Zion Ministries based in Israel) 

Israel is Exonerated Once Again

should be stoned, 84 percent want the death 
penalty for apostates, and 77 percent say 
that thieves should be flogged or have their 
hands cut off.

It is not difficult to understand why 
our culture is far better than Islam. We 
Europeans, whether we be Christians, Jews, 
agnostics or atheists, believe in reason. The 
moral and cultural relativism of Marxism 
led the West’s political and intellectual 
elites to adopt a utopian belief in a universal 
brotherhood of mankind.

Turning the tide

More is needed to defeat multiculturalism 
than the simple proclamations that it has 
been an “absolute failure.” What is needed 
is that we turn the tide of Islamization.

National identity is an inclusive identity: 
It welcomes everyone, whatever his religion 
or race, who is willing to assimilate into 
a nation by sharing the fate and future of a 
people. It ties the individual to an inheritance, 
a tradition, a loyalty, and a culture.

The “human rights” charade has to stop 
if Western civilization wants to survive. 
Human rights exist for the protection of 
individuals, not religions and ideologies.

It is time for change. We must make 
haste. Time is running out. Ronald Reagan 
said: “We need to act today, to preserve 
tomorrow”. 

First, we will have to defend freedom 
of speech. It is the most important of our 
liberties. If we are free to speak, we will be 
able to tell people the truth and they will 
realize what is at stake.

Second, we will have to end cultural 
relativism. To the multiculturalists, we must 
proudly proclaim: Our Western culture is far 
superior to the Islamic culture. Only when 
we are convinced of that, we will be willing 
to fight for our own identity.

Third, we will have to stop Islamization. 
Because more Islam means less freedom. 
We must stop immigration from Islamic 
countries, we must expel criminal 
immigrants, we must forbid the construction 
of new mosques. There is enough Islam in 
Europe already. Immigrants must assimilate 
and adapt to our values: When in Rome, do 
as the Romans do.

Fourth, we must restore the supremacy 
and sovereignty of the nation-state. Because 
we are citizens of these states, we can take 
pride in them. We love our nation because 
they are our home, because they are the 
legacy which our fathers bestowed on us and 
which we want to bestow on our children. 
We are not multiculturalists, we are patriots. 
And because we are patriots, we are willing 
to fight for freedom.

A final remark

Though the situation is bad and 
multiculturalism is still predominant, we are 
in better shape than the Roman Empire was 
before its fall.

The Roman Empire was not a democracy. 
The Romans did not have freedom of 
speech. We are the free men of the West. 
We do not fight for an Empire, we fight 
for ourselves. We fight for our national 
republics. You fight for Italy, I fight for 
the Netherlands, others fight for France, 
Germany, Britain, Denmark or Spain. 
Together we stand. Together we represent 
the nations of Europe.

I am confident that if we can safeguard 
freedom of speech and democracy, our 
civilization will be able to survive. Europe 
will not fall. We, Europe’s patriots, will not 
allow it.

(Excerpts from Geert Wilders speech in 
Rome, March 25, 2011)

Continued from page 12

Demonstration outside the Jerusalem home of the head of the ‘New Israel Fund’, Naomi Chazan, by members of the Zionists organization 
‘Im Tirtzu’. The demonstraters are tearing up the ‘Goldstone Report’ as it is being consigned to the ‘trash bin of history’
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“The victims were sleeping as the killer came in. The 
paramedics described children’s toys right next to pools of 
blood. It’s the worst single attack in Israel’s recent history.”

That’s Giulio Meotti, describing the March 11 slaughter 
of five members of the Fogel family on the West Bank. 
They were killed “while they were sleeping in their home on 
the Sabbath evening,” as Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu said in denouncing the act of terrorism. (See also 
our article on page 2 – Ed.)

In truth, as horrific as it was, the attack was far from 
foreign to the lives of Israelis. As is the widespread lack of 
outrage internationally.

As Meotti tells me, “Those who profess to deplore 
violence on both sides of the Israeli-Palestinian equation 
have remained relatively silent on the slaughtering of this 
Israeli family. No words of condemnation about the killing 
of these innocents have been heard from the human-rights 
groups, the same faction that is so quick to vilify Israel 
for defending itself from terrorist attacks, especially when 
Palestinian citizens lose their lives during a retaliatory 
foray by Israel. There is no other conclusion to draw: 
When the deaths of Jewish innocents go unmourned and 
unacknowledged, it is because Jewish lives do not count. 
Where’s the outrage? Why is the world silent about the 
beheading of a Jewish infant? The silence has been telling.”

Giulio Meotti is an Italian journalist with Il Foglio, a 
national daily in Rome. He is the author of the haunting 
book: The Untold Story of Israel’s Victims of Terroris, 
dedicated to making sure that these victims are known and 
not forgotten. 

KATHRYN JEAN LOPEZ: Is there really a new Shoah 
in Israel? If that’s so, why aren’t we doing more to stop it? 
All of us?

GIULIO MEOTTI: The Shoah was a unique evil in 
human history. It has become a universal metaphor of 
victimization. I’d prefer to avoid using the term “Shoah,” 
but I didn’t find any other term as accurate in describing 
what is happening in Israel under the hanging sword of 
terrorism.

Shoah is a word that, to me at least, links the generation 
of the Holocaust to the Israelis being killed today in their 
homeland. The book describes a very specific destructive 
process, a slow-motion 9/11 launched against civilians day 
after day, week after week, month after month, year after 
year, attack after attack. We talk about 1,600 innocent dead, 
murdered in cold blood, targets of a planned genocidal 
program, the proportional equivalent to 85,000 American 
victims.

I spent six years tracking down and interviewing 
witnesses to terrorist atrocities – including people who 
survived attacks and family members of those who did not. 
I heard about scores of young people and children, women 
and elderly, incinerated on buses; cafés, pizzerias, and 
shopping centers turned into slaughterhouses; fruit markets 
blown to pieces; nightclubs annihilated along with dozens 
of students, etc., etc. 

What has been happening in Israel is a destructive 
campaign completely neglected by foreign newspapers 
and television stations and by legal forums like the 
United Nations. Applying lessons from the Holocaust to 
the Arab-Israel conflict is a tricky business. But as Prof. 
Yehuda Bauer of Yad Vashem (the official Israeli Holocaust 
memorial) has argued, “Nazism, Stalinist Communism, 
and radical Islam are different from each other, but they 
also have a certain similarity: All three aim, or aimed, 
at exclusive control over the world, all three oppose or 
opposed all expressions of democracy, and all three attacked 
Jews.”

LOPEZ: How is Hamas like the Nazis? Is it perhaps the 
only organization today for which the Nazi metaphor is 
appropriate?

MEOTTI: The Muslim Brotherhood’s guru, the Egyptian 
sheik Yusuf al-Qaradawi, has ruled that even the unborn 
Israeli child in the womb is a legitimate target for death, 
because one day he will wear a uniform. This ruling has set 
in motion a mass hatred that has precedents only in Nazism. 

Only one nation on the planet is regarded as having no 
civilians; only one nation must recognize that its children 
risk being torn apart by nail bombs on buses. Terrorism 
came not in response to an intensification of the occupation 
but in response to Israel’s attempt to end it.

Rabbi Mordechai Elon once referred to one area of the 
Mount Herzl cemetery in Jerusalem as the burial area for 
the nation’s unborn victims (as opposed to the section for 
the nation’s great leaders). Eyal and Yael Shorek are buried 
there; Yael was nine months pregnant when she was killed. 
Next to them lie Gadi and Tzippi Shemesh, who were killed 

in downtown Jerusalem immediately after having a scan of 
their unborn twins. Four members of the Gavish family are 
buried next to one another in Elon Moreh, a settlement in the 
biblical West Bank. In Gaza, a terrorist squad opened fire on 
the car of Jewish settler Tali Hatuel, who died on the spot. 
Then her four daughters were murdered, each with a shot 
to the head at point-blank range. It was an execution. The 
attacks on the Park Hotel in Netanya and in the Beit Yisrael 
neighborhood in Jerusalem wiped out entire families. Ruti 
Peled and her granddaughter Sinai Keinan were murdered in 
Petah Tikva. Noa Alon and her granddaughter Gal Eizenman 
were killed at the French Hill intersection in Jerusalem. Five 
members of the Schijveschuurder family were killed in the 
bombing of the Sbarro restaurant in Jerusalem. Boaz Shabo 
lost his wife, Rachel, and their three children in a terrorist 
attack in Itamar, and he feels as if this is “a mini-holocaust.”

Hamas and Hezbollah, two of the terrorist organizations 
that seek the destruction of Israel, call the Jews “pigs,” 
“cancer,” “garbage,” “germs,” “parasites,” and “microbes.” 
Iran’s president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad uses the expression 
“dead rats.” The Islamist terminology is the contemporary 
version of the Nazi “Schmattes,” the Yiddish word for 
“rags.” It’s very important for these groups to dehumanize 
the Israelis before killing them.

Hamas is committed not merely to the political goal of 
expelling Jews from the land of Israel but also to what it 
believes is a sacred religious goal of exterminating all Jews 
everywhere, behind every tree in creation. There is another 
metaphor, and that is the Russian pogroms. During the 
Cossack pogroms of 1648–49 whole families were wiped 
out. And that’s what is happening again in the new Shoah.

LOPEZ: Why do so many believe the Israelis are not the 
wronged party? It isn’t mere anti-Semitism, is it? Israel isn’t 
perfect, strategically or otherwise.

MEOTTI: There’s a river of oily, bloody money that 
feeds those who incite anti-Israeli riots, organize anti-Israeli 
boycotts, spread anti-Israeli lies in the guise of “objective 
journalism” and “academic research.” There are careers to 
be made on the betrayal of intellectual standards.

The process of Israel’s delegitimization, which began 
with the Soviets’ pathological assault on its legitimacy, 
has now come full circle. In Western Europe today, and 
even among many U.S. liberals, the old Soviet critique of 
“colonialist Zionism” has penetrated mainstream media and 
intellectual circles. Don’t forget that the Guardian, the leftist 
U.K. outlet, ran an editorial titled “Israel Has No Right to 
Exist.” It is also true, though, that Israeli diplomacy does 
nothing to explain abroad the real story of Israel. The Arabs’ 
propaganda is very active in rewriting history for their own 
convenience. The silence of Jewish writers is disconcerting 
– and has been for a long time now. In Europe and in the 
U.S., the public knows very well the story of the Jewish 
girl from Amsterdam, Anne Frank. But nobody knows the 
Ohayon children slaughtered in the dovish Israeli kibbutz of 
Metzer. They were the same age as Anne Frank when the 
terror squad broke into their home. They died in the arms of 
their mother, who was trying to protect them.

The “civilized” world should be ashamed for leaving 
the Israelis alone, during the Second Intifada, to be killed 

in cafés, buses, supermarkets. How will it answer when the 
Iranian ayatollahs threaten to burn half of the Jewish state 
with the atomic bomb? The old Nazi slogan, “The Jews are 
our misfortune,” is amplified again, in slightly modified 
form. When Europeans cited Israel as “the greatest threat 
to world peace,” they meant: “The Jewish state is our 
misfortune.” 

LOPEZ: With the situation as grave as you portray it, 
why do Jews stay in Israel? Why go there? You’d think God 
would understand . . .

MEOTTI: Israel is not just another country. The Zionist 
project was based on the historical necessity, to use a 
Marxist phrase, of creating a safe haven for European 
Jews as a reaction to 19th-century anti-Semitism. But the 
price for freedom and independence was very high. The 
truth is that the attempted genocide of the Jewish people 
has continued for the past 63 years. Since the day of 
Israel’s birth, originally sanctioned by the United Nations, 
its Jewish inhabitants have faced the constant threat of 
annihilation. 

Genocide in Israel
By Kathryn Jean Lopez

Giulio Meotti

20 injured, 3 seriously in Jerusalem bus bomb on March 23, 2011
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The 20,000 Israeli dead over this period are the 
proportional equivalent to more than a million American 
victims. For six decades, citizens of the Jewish state have 
endured mandatory military service for every young man 
and woman, with men forced to continue reserve duty 
into their middle age, in order to protect their families 
and their future. If you visit any Tel Aviv shopping mall 
today, the security guards will search you and your bags. 
Haifa, the third-largest city in Israel, is now building “the 
largest underground hospital in the world.” And the state 
is continuing the distribution of gas masks. The Knesset, 
Israel’s parliament, is building a labyrinth of underground 
tunnels and rooms where the Jewish leadership would 
guide the country in case of nuclear attack. But despite the 
war for survival, Israel thrives. The economy is booming, 
the democracy is very solid, immigration is growing, the 
demography is the strongest among the democracies.

About the Americans killed, I was always impressed by a 
specific story. Sarah Blaustein had a comfortable life in Staten 
Island with an income in the top 2 percent in America. She 
left everything there to come to Israel, where she was killed 
on the road to the tomb of Rachel, the wife of Jacob, who 
gave birth to two of the patriarch’s twelve sons, Joseph and 
Benjamin, the ones most dear to their father and to the Jewish 
people. A sense of sadness and deep amazement pervades 
you about people like Sarah Blaustein. These people, old or 
young, are an ethical example to the world. I portrayed the 
beauty of their lives, with names and faces and ideals and 
hopes, in order to make the unbearable bearable.

LOPEZ: Tell me about the children.
MEOTTI: Just think about the Beslan terror attack in 

2004, when Chechen terrorists killed dozens of kids in the 
little Ossetian school. The same attack has happened in 
Israel many times: Maalot, Avivim, Kiryat Shmona . . .  and 
I can go on with this list of massacres. In 1997, a group of 
Israeli girls were on a field trip to the “Island of Peace,” 
along the border with Jordan. This is where, decades 
earlier, a dream had come true for two Russian-born Jews 
who wanted to harness the water to produce electricity, 
and unite Arabs and Jews in a shared project. The girls had 
come to the top of the hill where a turret stood, with a large 
Jordanian flag waving in the wind. Seven of them were 
killed by a Jordanian soldier, who has just been praised as 
a “hero” by a minister in Amman. Yehuda Shoham was just 
five months old when he was struck in the head by a rock 
while his parents were driving home to the Israeli settlement 
of Shiloh, the biblical city. In the elegant Jerusalem street 
of Ben Yehuda, many kids were killed at the beginning of 
the Intifada. Danielle Shefi, five years old, was killed near 
Hebron while she was playing in her parents’ bedroom. 
Avia Malka was nine months old when she was killed by 
a grenade in the coastal city of Netanya. Ethiopian children 
were killed by rockets in Sderot, labeled as “the most 
bombed city in the world.” In Taba, al-Qaeda destroyed an 
entire Jewish family, the Nivs, because the Israelis have 
rendered the city “impure” by their presence. The worst 
attack took place in the Tel Aviv promenade one evening in 
2001. Dozens of Russian-born high-school students were 
waiting to get into the disco for an evening of dancing, 
relaxation, and friendship. Twenty dead. The witnesses 
described a Dante-esque scene in which survivors waded 
through large pools of blood, navigating around arms and 
legs. If you go there and see the place you understand the 
real story of Israel, the real effects of what has been called 
the “Zionicide.”

LOPEZ: Is Israel’s story the story of the victims of 
terrorism?

MEOTTI: Israel is the story of a special miracle, the 
Jewish survival and rebirth, the story of making the desert 
bloom amidst many difficulties. Despite the endless conflict 
and ceaseless hostility, Israel is a vibrant democracy, a 
high-tech powerhouse, a magnet to immigrants around the 
globe. The psychological need for normalization is so great 
that it overwhelms the clear failures in the peace process, 
the continuing terrorism, and unabated Arab hatred. Sixty-
three years after its creation, Israel is still fighting for its 
very survival. Punished with missiles raining from north 
and south, threatened with destruction by an Iran aiming to 
acquire nuclear weapons, and pressed upon by friend and 
foe, Israel, it seems, is never to have a moment’s peace. My 
book tells this hard story. 

The Jews should have been destroyed in the Shoah, and 
the remnant of them should have been assimilated in a 

secularized society. Israel is the living exception. Israel is 
thriving. Judaism is now the religion of 13 million people, 
one million more than before the Shoah. Israel is the miracle 
of a nearly three-thousand-year emotive and intellectual 
capacity for survival amid the greatest problems. 

Israel is a beacon of hope for humanity.

Judaism is now the religion of 13 million people, one 
million more than before the Shoah. Israel is the miracle of a 
nearly three-thousand-year emotive and intellectual capacity 
for survival amid the greatest problems. Judaism found 
its strength and its interactions with history by building a 
civilization of liberty that said no to Greek hegemony, no 

to the ancient Romans, no to Christian conversion, no to 
conversion to Islam, and, later, no to totalitarianism. Israel 
is Spinoza, Freud, Einstein, Schönberg, Mahler, but it’s also 
a great modern army, a great scientific adventure, a great 
moral law, a great democracy, a great biblical heritage. It’s 
a unique experiment. In one single day in Israel you can see 
the protests of African immigrants, pacifists who want to 
safeguard the Palestinian olive harvest, the announcement 
of some scientific or technological invention, gays insisting 
on having a parade and the ultra-Orthodox heatedly 
opposing them, a kite contest in Herzliya, and a film festival 
in Beersheba. Meanwhile missiles fall on Sderot, in Gaza 
the army kills a Hamas operative, and young Israelis get to 
know one another in a bomb shelter.

LOPEZ: You’re not Jewish. Why do you care so much 
about Israel?

MEOTTI: It’s a good question for all the Western 
peoples. What is Israel? Will Israel survive? What will happen 
to the democracies if Israel falls? These are the questions 
that today most affect the debate. If you are a Christian in 
the Middle East there is only one country where you would 
want to live. That is Israel, the only Middle Eastern country 
where Christians are growing in number and existential 
condition. The national rebirth in its original homeland of a 
people threatened with extinction for three thousand years 
should represent, especially in the eyes of our civilization, a 
marvelous story, a promise of redemption for all humanity 
– all the more so since this people’s arid and tiny land is in 
the middle of a region that violently contests its existence. In 
Rosh Pinna in the Galilee, or in Zikhron Ya’akov, cultured 
German immigrants discarded all their old habits and, 
surrounded by stones and marshes, sustained themselves with 
a piece of bread and an apple. In their homes, however, they 
had microscopes and test tubes for learning how to conquer 
illnesses, and in the evenings they held concerts and read 
European literature together. The Bible was always present in 
their lives. You don’t have to be Jewish to understand that.

LOPEZ: What did you learn about pain during the course 
of writing this book?

MEOTTI: The idea – also reaffirmed by Pope Benedict 
XVI – of human rationality as a form of likeness with the 
Creator is born from Judaism, which lends it a progressive 
character, given that creation aims to a point on the horizon 
where one finds absolute good, even if no one knows what 
that is. Reading the stories in my book you learn about the 
happy ending to this story. There is a moral duty of building 
the world with God and of going forward, of doing better, of 
working hard in order to create a better world. This is how 
I can explain the mystery of Israeli families who decided to 
dedicate themselves to doing good to Arabs and Jews alike 
after the killing of their relatives. In that sense, Israel has 
already won against terrorism.

LOPEZ: About grief?
MEOTTI: A different kind of grief. Proud, confident, 

powerful, stoic. Just an example: When the International 
Court of Justice in The Hague  condemned Israel’s security 
barrier, Israelis marched through the Dutch city to the 
triangular plaza near the courthouse, holding posters of 
their relatives who had fallen victim. Parked there was the 
bombed-out shell of the No. 19 bus in which eleven people 
were killed in Jerusalem. The Israeli paramedics read out 
the names of the dead. Widows read letters about their dead 
husbands. A father brought a bullet to The Hague. He had 
found it under a pile of toys in the corner of the bedroom 
where his two sons huddled with their mother while a 
terrorist shot all three to death.

LOPEZ: About evil?

MEOTTI: During the intifada, when in Jerusalem a bus 
exploded almost daily, people went on living their lives – 
going to the movies, to school, to the supermarket, even 
if every corner of the city had been blown up and almost 
everyone had a family member or a dear friend who had 
been killed or wounded. But what keeps the Jewish people 
together, what makes it live and renders it also capable of 
relating to others, is a moral choice. The choice of life over 
evil and death.

LOPEZ: About love?

MEOTTI: Judaism believes in a happy conclusion to 
creation, represented by the coming of the Messiah. It’s 
amazing to see how much love, faith, hope, and sense of 
freedom the families wounded by terrorism are still able to 
show to the world. Many of the people in the book had new 
families after losing their spouse and children in the attacks. 
The survivors were able to rebuild; they married again 
and had more babies. These are real moral heroes, normal 
people shedding light in a world that is becoming darker. 
Israel is a lighthouse of life, and life is the most endangered 
value of our times.

Continued from page 14

Suicide bomb in Carmel market photo@isranet



First of all it is clear that the Lord is 
bringing the Jews home. Through the 

prophet Isaiah, He tells Israel: “Do not be 
afraid, for I am with you. I will bring your 
children from the east, and gather them 
from the west. I will say to the north, “Give 
them up!” and to the south, “Do not hold 
them back.” Bring My sons from afar and 
My daughters from the ends of the earth –  
everyone who is called by My name, whom 
I created for My glory, whom I formed and 
made. Lead out those who have eyes but are 
blind who have ears but are deaf” (Isaiah 
43:5–80)

The Lord is bringing the Jews home. His 
hand is behind all these human political, 
charitable and ideological acts, so that it is 
really by His power that the Jewish people 
are returning home to Israel. God simply 
declares today that the time has come. 

But how does He do it? Because He is in 
heaven and we are on earth. The Eternal 
always acts through the Word and the Spirit. 
The Word that became flesh and made His 
dwelling among us (John 1:14).

The Lord God is bringing the Jews home 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, who sits all 
powerful on the throne, at the right hand of 
the Father. He is bringing the Jews home, 
even though Israel is not (yet) aware of 
that. Isaiah had prophesied this when he 
spoke about the Servant of the Lord, being 
a covenant for the people (Israel) to restore 
the land and rebuild its ruined cities (Isaiah 
49:8).  Who is this Servant of the Lord? 
Isaiah says that the Lord had formed Him 
as His Servant from His mother’s womb 
(Isaiah 49:1). To do what? “To bring Jacob 
back to Him and gather Israel to Himself.” 
Then He adds, “It is too small a thing for 
you to be My servant to restore the tribes 
of Jacob [the servant is therefore not Israel 
itself], and bring back those [the rest] of 
Israel I have kept. I will also make you a 
light for the Gentiles that You may bring my 
salvation to the ends of the earth” (Isaiah 
49:5–6).

These were the words that Simeon 
recalled in the Temple when he held baby 
Jesus in his arms. But in a remarkable 
twist, Simeon reversed the order of events 
mentioned by Isaiah! By the Holy Spirit he 
puts these events into the right order. Led 
by the Holy Spirit, Simeon says, “Sovereign 
Lord, as You have promised, now dismiss 
Your servant in peace. For my eyes have 
seen Your salvation, which You have 
prepared in the sight of all people, a light 
for revelation to the Gentiles and for glory 
to Your people Israel” (Luke 2:29–32). First 

the preaching of the Gospel of the Kingdom 
to the ends of the world (Matthew 24:14), a 
light to the Gentiles, and then the gathering 
of Israel to the Promised Land, leading up 
to their glory!

How does the Lord bring the Jews home? 
He uses people. He uses political acts in 
history. He uses Zionism. He uses the 
charitable actions of organizations such 
as EBENEZER, Christians for Israel, and 
others – all Gentiles, non-Jews, non-Jewish 
nations are bringing the Jews home. Isaiah 
prophesied: “This is what the sovereign 
Lord says, “See, I will beckon to the 
Gentiles, I will lift up My banner to the 
peoples; they will bring your sons in their 
arms and carry your daughters on their 
shoulders. Kings will be your foster fathers 

and their queens your nursing mothers. 
They will bow down before you with their 
faces to the ground” (Isaiah 49:22).

Israel is on the way to her glory, and is 
being brought home by the non-Jews, by 
believing and non-believing Gentiles. By 
you and me! So put an arm around a Jewish 
man, a Jewish woman, a Jewish child, and 
help them home! The Lord has initiated the 
last phase of this age! Immediately after all 
the darkness and trials (which will certainly 
increase more and more in the future) His 
Kingdom will break forth, and then the 
King of that kingdom, Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah of Israel, will come. Let’s just 
praise the Lord, and work as long as there 
is the light of day, before the night sets in 
that no man can work anymore.
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