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Netanyahu checkmates 
Obama with his “Vision for 
Peace” speech to the U.S. 
congress. (See pages 12 & 13)
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Competing Visions of ‘Never Again’
In the end, the Holocaust raged until the 

Allied powers won the war. It didn’t have 
to be that way.

If the Jews had been permitted to leave 
Europe, the Holocaust could have been 
averted. But the only place that wanted us 
wasn’t allowed to take us. The nations of 
the world closed their gates. Only the Jews 
in the Land of Israel wanted the Jews of 
Europe. But the British barred their arrival.

Britain was required by the League of 
Nations Mandate for Palestine to facilitate 
Jewish immigration to the Jewish national 
homeland in order to advance the cause of 
Jewish sovereignty. But legal obligations 
couldn’t compete with Britain’s belief that 
its national interests lay with the Arabs. So 
from 1939 on, the British closed the doors 
of the Land of Israel to the Jewish people. 
In so doing, they effectively sealed the fate 
of six million Jews.

Both the US and Britain were aware 
of what the Nazis were up to almost 
from the beginning, but refused to take 
any effective action to save the Jews. 
They refused to bomb the railroad tracks 
leading to Auschwitz, or the crematoria 
at the death camp. They refused to bomb 
Auschwitz even though Allied pilots were 
sent on bombing missions five miles away. 
Likewise, they refused to bomb any of the 
scores of death camps dotting the landscape 
of Nazi-occupied Europe.

There were two main reasons that the 
Allies behaved as they did. First, they 
were none too fond of Jews. It is not that 
the Americans or British supported their 
annihilation, but they weren’t bothered by it 
sufficiently to do anything to stop it.

Anti-Semitism is not the main reason the 
Allies did nothing. The main reason was 
because, love us or hate us, the allies couldn’t 
figure out why they should care. Dead or 
alive, Jews weren’t a part of their war plans.

For Britain, the goal of the war was to 
survive.

For the Americans it was to defend the 
cause of freedom and pave the way for 
America’s emergence as leader of the free 
world. Jewish survival was not considered 
relevant to achieving these goals, so 
the Allies stood by as the ghettos were 
liquidated and the gas chambers began 
operating at full capacity.

After the war, world Jewry adopted “Never 
Again,” as our rallying cry. But “Never 
Again,” is just a slogan. It fell to the leaders 
of the Jewish people to conceive the means 
to prevent a recurrence of the Holocaust.

These leaders came up with two very 
different strategies for protecting Jews 
from genocide, and their followers formed 
separate camps. Whereas in the early 
years, the separate positions appeared to 
complement each other, since the 1970s the 
gulf between them has grown ever wider. 
Indeed, many of the divisions in world 
Jewry today originate in this post-Holocaust 
policy divide.

The first strategy was based on 
international law and human rights. Its 
champions argued that the reason the Allies 
didn’t save the Jews was because the laws 
enjoining the Allies to rescue us on the one 
hand, and prohibiting the Nazis from killing 
us on the other were insufficiently strong. If 
they could promulgate a new global regime 
of international humanitarian law, they 

believed they could force governments to 
rise above their hatreds and the shackles 
of their narrow-minded national interests 
to save innocents from slaughter. Not only 
would their vision protect the Jews, it would 
protect everyone.

The Jews who subscribed to the human-
rights strategy for preventing another 
Holocaust were the architects of the United 
Nations, the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights, the 1949 Geneva Conventions and 
the Genocide Convention. They were the 
founders of the international human rights 
regime that now dominates so much of 
Western discourse on war and peace.

Unfortunately, the institutions these 
idealistic Jews designed have been corrupted 
by political forces they had hoped to defeat.

Consequently, the international human-
rights regime they created has failed 
completely to accomplish what they hoped 
it would accomplish. Instead, the regime 
they created to protect the Jews is now a key 
weapon in the political war being waged 
against them.

Jews are not the only casualty of the 
human-rights policy paradigm’s failure.

Cambodians, Rwandans, Darfuris and 
others can also attest to its collapse.

There are two reasons that the human-
rights paradigm has broken down. The 
first is because it failed to recognize the 
adaptability of Jew hatred. Anti-Semitism 
is one of the hardest hatreds to pin down 
because it is constantly updating itself to 
suit the political and social trends of the 
day. Since Nazi-style anti- Semitism went 
out of fashion with the defeat of Germany, 
the human-rights visionaries believed that 
people would be embarrassed into putting 
the hatred aside.

Instead, guided by the Soviets, Jew-haters 
worldwide simply updated their language.

They stopped talking about Jewish control 
over world affairs and began talking about 
Zionist control over world affairs.

Unlike the Europeans, Arab Jew-haters feel 
no social obligation to hide their antipathy 
for the Jews from their own societies. But 
recognizing where the West stands on 
the issue, they have added the post-war, 
socially acceptable form of anti-Semitism 
– anti-Zionism – to their repertoire. For 
instance, alongside its allegations about 
Jewish and Freemason conspiracies to 
take over the world, and its citations of the 
Protocols of the Elders of Zion, the Hamas 
charter also includes a paragraph devoted to 

Zionist apartheid, genocide, imperialism, and 
human-rights abuses.

When the Palestinians’ Western 
sympathizers in the media, foreign service, 
academia, etc. report on Palestinian 
accusations against Israel, they eagerly 
credit as fact demonstrably false allegations 
by Palestinian spokesmen of Israeli human-
rights abuses, genocide and apartheid. 
Tellingly though, those Westerners are 
silent when the same Palestinian officials 
they treat as respectable for alleging 
Zionist criminal conspiracies also engage in 
politically incorrect anti-Semitic attacks.

Their claims that Israelis poison their 
wells and infect their children with AIDS 
are left unremarked.

This Western cherry picking of Jewish 
conspiracy theories by politically savvy 
Western Jew-haters demonstrates the 
absurdity of the claim that anti-Zionism is 
not anti-Semitism.

Like old-fashioned Jew-hatred, 
anti-Zionism inverts the reality of Jewish 
vulnerability and victimization in order to 
justify irrational hatred of Jews and deny 
basic rights of self-defense to Jewish victims.

The anti-Semites’ corruption of the 
human-rights paradigm in the service of 
their Jew-hating agendas is certainly a major 
reason the human rights model for genocide 
prevention has failed. But it is not the only 
cause of the failure. The other reason the 
model has failed is because it is premised 
on a naïve and incorrect understanding of 
statecraft.

Champions of human rights and 
humanitarian law believed that if laws 
were placed on the books, if international 
conventions were ratified by democracies, 
then the world would abide by them. But 
this is not the case.

Just as the British ignored their 
international legal obligations to facilitate 
Jewish settlement of the Land of Israel when 
they felt it served their interests to favor 
the Arabs, so today governments routinely 
ignore their international legal obligations 
if abiding by them runs contrary to their 
perception of their interests.

This truth was laid bare last December, 
with the Nixon Library’s release of a 
taped March 1973 conversation between 
then-president Richard Nixon and 
then-secretary of state Henry Kissinger 
regarding the prospect of a Soviet genocide 
of Soviet Jews.

Kissinger opined: “If they put Jews into 

gas chambers in the Soviet Union, it is not 
an American concern. Maybe a humanitarian 
concern.” Nixon responded, “I know. We 
can’t blow up the world because of it.”

Their views were not merely testament to 
the two men’s indifference toward the fate of 
Soviet Jews. They are instructive because they 
show how leaders prioritize their policies.

Nixon and Kissinger probably opposed 
the genocide of Soviet Jewry, but it was 
more important to avoid a policy that could 
“blow up the world.”

By the same token, the US opted to do 
nothing in the face of the genocides in 
Cambodia, Rwanda and Darfur, among others.

US and European treatment of Jews 
specifically, and of the incidents of genocide 
generally since the Holocaust make clear 
that the twin presumptions of the human-
rights paradigm were wrong.

Anti-Semitism is not a curable 
disease.

Israel is the target of an anti-Semitic, 
genocidal political campaign that employs 
the language of human rights to justify itself. 
And otherwise moral men and women simply 
ignore evil when they believe their interests 
are best served by not standing up to it.

A secondary casualty of the failure of 
the human rights paradigm has been intra- 
Jewish relations. Faced with their preferred 
paradigm’s failure and corruption at the 
hands of anti-Semites, many Jewish human-
rights activists have opted to abandon their 
fellow Jews and Israel in order to maintain 
their allegiance to the corrupt, anti-Semitic 
human-rights model.

Particularly annoying to these human-
rights followers is the stunning success of 
the other post-Holocaust Jewish strategy for 
giving meaning to the slogan “Never Again.”

That policy is Zionism.

Zionism doesn’t concern itself with how 
people ought to behave, but with what they 
are capable of doing. Zionists understand 
that people are an amalgamation of passions 
and interests. The Holocaust was able 
to occur because the only people with a 
permanent passion and interest in defending 
the Jews are the Jews. And when the Nazis 
rose to power, the Jews were homeless and 
powerless.

Jews who embrace the human-rights 
approach criticize Zionism’s vision as lonely 
and militaristic. What they fail to recognize 
is that every successful nation depends on 
itself, and lives by the sword.

Only those who deter aggressors are 
capable of attracting allies. No one will stand 
with a nation that will not stand up for itself.

Holocaust Remembrance Day, which 
we marked on Monday, is nestled between 
Pessah and Independence Day for a reason. 
In both ancient and modern times, the only 
way for Jews – or anyone else – to protect 
their freedom and their lives is by being 
capable of defending them, in their own land.

The pseudo human-rights campaign 
against Israel being carried out in the name 
of fashionable anti-Zionist anti-Semitism 
represents a complete vindication of the 
Zionist model. Zionism is the only way to 
ensure Jewish survival. It is the only way to 
ensure that in the face of growing threats, 
“Never Again” will mean never again.

Holocaust survivor Simcha Applebaum, 84, lighting the first of six memorial beacons at Yad Vashem photo@isranet

By Caroline Glick
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We had just seven days to get out of Egypt

The Miracle of Israel’s Rebirth

Egypt: land of the sphinx, the pyramids, 
the Nile, and – until their sudden 

expulsion – the home of my mother-in-law 
and her family.

In the early 20th century, 175,000 Jews 
lived in Egypt; most had been there for 
generations, serving as lawyers, doctors, 
and businessman. They lived in affluence 
undreamed of by their Eastern European 
brethren. 

With her olive complexion and cream silk 
scarf draped over her shoulder, my mother-
in-law Bella Sharer is a beautiful picture of 
an Egyptian Jew. Her family lived in Cairo 
for generations; her grandparents are buried 
there. 

“We lived in a huge apartment,” she 
recalls. “Father was the breadwinner – 
he was involved in commerce, which 
sometimes involved him being away for 
months on end, as he traveled across the 
Sahara Desert. Once he went on a business 
trip to what was then called Palestine. He 
returned with a handcrafted etrog box, 
fashioned from olive wood, carved with 
a picture of Rachel’s Tomb. To me, these 
places were more of a dream than the 
Sphinx and the Pyramids, both of which 
were regular Sunday afternoon destinations.

“Going to synagogue on Shabbos was a 
magical affair: I would stare at the ornate 
ceiling and marble pillars of the Ben Ezra 
synagogue. My father would bid for the 
honor of placing the silver pomegranates on 
top of the Torah scroll before it was returned 
to the Holy Ark. 

“My dearest childhood memories center 
on Passover – the fragrance of the crates 
of dates mingling with that of the freshly-
painted walls; the hustle and bustle as the 
extended family moved in for the holiday.”

It was an idyllic childhood spent in an 
affluent and influential society, under the 
benign rulership of King Farouk II. Farouk 
was a hedonist, and to the large Arab 
population, a travesty, a betrayal to the 
people. A military coup dethroned Farouk 
in 1952, followed by a stormy transition 
period, after which Gamal Abdel Nasser 
became president of Egypt. The country 
paused for breath, as Nasser’s domestic 
and foreign policies increasingly clashed 
with the French and British colonial 
interests. When Nasser announced his plan 
to nationalize, and thereby control the Suez 
Canal – which, as the only land bridge 
between Africa and Asia was strategically 
and economically vital to Britain and France 
– a crisis ensued.

Door Wide Open 

“One afternoon came a knock at the door. 
Three soldiers stood there, and ordered us 
to follow them to the police station. Their 
swarthy faces and black eyes frightened 
me. I clutched my mother’s hand tight as 
we wordlessly followed them to a huge, 
imposing building. At the station, the chief 
brusquely informed us that my father’s 
business had been appropriated by the 
government, that our bank account and all 
assets had been frozen, and that we had 
seven days to leave the country. We were 
allowed to take clothes and $40 dollars 
cash. 

“Our world was shattered in an instant, 
as if one of the exquisite crystal glasses that 
graced our Seder table splintered on the 
stone floor.

“The Egyptian Jews had been of the 
highest echelons of society, established, 
prominent, prosperous. In the blink of an 
eye, they were reduced to beggars.

“My father visited all his contacts: 
members of the royal family, political 
figures, the wealthiest businessmen. No one 
could help. The decree came directly from 
Nasser. As for our assets, people threw up 
their arms helplessly. ‘Be grateful that you 
have your family,’ they said. 

“What followed was a paralysis of 

sorts. My mother would walk around our 
home, touching the furniture, stroking her 
candlesticks, as if to etch it into her mind. 
In the meantime, our Arab neighbors, with 
whom we had always lived side-by-side in 
peace, were greedily despoiling our home. 
They would walk in, look around, and point 
to whatever item they wanted, whether a 
painting on the wall or my mother’s huge 
diamond engagement ring. 

“As we were allowed to take clothes 
along, my mother took us to a department 
store and bought a plentiful supply of 
skirts, tops, trousers and undershirts. In the 
confusion, she forgot that we would soon 
grow out of our present sizes. For years we 
wore clothing that was too small. Then we 
sold it to buy food.

“My father booked us passage on a ship 
leaving from Alexandria. Then we stepped 
over the threshold for the last time: me and 
my brother, my parents, my aunt, uncle and 
cousins. We left the front door wide open 
behind us.” 

Freedom of the Spirit 

In 1957, when she was 10 years old, my 
mother-in-law and her family boarded a 
boat to Marseilles, France. There, they were 
taken to a concentration-cum-DP camp, 
handed threadbare blankets, and assigned 
beds.

“We arrived in France in the middle of 
winter, and the cold penetrated my bones. 
In the blazing heat of Egypt, we had siesta 

every afternoon between one and three 
o’clock, because the heat was so intense. 
Now, the cold settled on me and I couldn’t 
shake it away. My father, by that time well 
into his 50s, would go to a nearby forest 
and chop firewood so that at least we could 
huddle around the ovens.

“I would go into the shower room and 
stare and stare. The shower heads, which 
now gushed with hot water, just a few 
years before had delivered Zyklon B. I was 
washing myself in a room where thousands 
of my fellow Jews had met their deaths. If 
anything gave us perspective on our loss, it 
was that shower room.”

My mother-in-law plays with a long string 
of pearls and sits, contemplating. “Even 
after I married and had a family, and lived 
in a nice house in Stamford Hill, England, 
experiences like that don’t go away. I fear 
change, and have a deep sense of insecurity. 
On the positive side, having suffered 
myself, I am able to empathize with others 
who have suffered. It’s also much easier for 
me to keep my priorities straight: We lost 
everything, but retained our lives and our 
health. 

“I watch people running after the good 
life, and I know that in a flash, everything 
can be taken away. Wealth can disappear, 
status can dissolve. All that’s left is who you 
are and what you make of what’s left. That’s 
what true freedom – freedom of the spirit – 
is all about.”

(Source: www.aish.com)

It’s time to say, “Happy 63nd Birthday!” 
to our special and revered friend Israel, 

which is still one of the youngest nations 
of the world and exhibits the strength and 
action of youth in many, many ways. As 
America’s most valued friend and ally in 
the Middle East, we must not forget that 
while the reborn nation of Israel may be 
young, at the same time Israel is also one 
of the oldest nations on earth.

After God made a covenant with 
Abraham some 4,000 years ago – in which 
He told the patriarch that he would be 
the father of a great nation – the seed of 
Abraham actually became a nation during 
the era of Moses and Joshua. Many rabbis 
assert that the ancient nation of Israel 
began at the time of the Passover, when 
the Jewish people were delivered from 

400 years of bondage in Egypt. Then two 
million Jews headed toward the Promised 
Land, which they entered and conquered 
and renamed Israel. 

Israel’s ancient and modern existence 
is nothing less than a miracle; and we 
who celebrate Israel’s birthday know that 
miracles are divine acts of the Almighty 
God – the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. We should remember that the God 
of Israel worked several miracles on 
behalf of the Jewish people leading up to, 
and following, the rebirth of the nation, 
and every one of these divine miracles 
were foretold by the prophets in the 
Tenach:

First, the dispersion of the Jewish 
people among the nations of the world 
(Deuteronomy 13:14-17). Although this was 

a negative experience, it was still something 
God did that had never happened before.

Second, the survival of the Jewish 
people (Ezekiel 34:11-12). During almost 
2,000 years of hardship and persecution, 
they miraculously maintained their Jewish 
identity and their hope of returning 
someday to their homeland.

Third, the regathering of the Jewish 
people (Zechariah 8:7-8). The Zionist 
movement miraculously brought several 
million scattered Jews back to live in their 
ancient homeland.

Fourth, the restoration of the Nation 
(Ezekiel 37:21-22). In 1948, the Jewish 
people declared their independence, and 
the nation of Israel was miraculously 
reborn in its ancient homeland.

Fifth, the preservation of the Jewish state 

(Amos 9:14-15). God has helped the Jewish 
people to be miraculously victorious in five 
wars against supposedly superior armies 
intent on Israel’s destruction.

Sixth, the prosperity of the people 
and nation (Isaiah 35:1,6). Not only 
has the desert miraculously blossomed 
agriculturally, but industry and technology 
have made Israel one of the most 
prosperous nations of the world.

Seventh, the redemption of the Jewish 
people (Zechariah 14:1,4,9). While still in 
the future, the Messiah will come, defeat 
the armies of Israel’s enemies, and then 
reign and rule over a worldwide kingdom 
with its capital in Jerusalem.

We give the God of Israel all the praise 
and glory for all the miracles He has 
wrought. And, again, happy birthday, Israel!

Land of the sphinx and the pyramids

Bella Sharer with grandchildren

Ben Ezra Synagogue in Cairo

By Avigail Sharer

By Earl Cox

photo by Henk Kamsteeg
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Who is my neighbour:  
The Torah on loving disbelievers

When Jesus said ‘love your neighbour’, 
he included enemies in the category 

of the ‘neighbour’. What does the Torah, the 
law of Moses, say about how to treat people 
who live near you, but are not from your 
tribe and may not share your religion?

In the Torah, there are many instructions 
for how the Israelites should conduct 
themselves. Among these instructions are 
rules for how they should relate to ‘aliens’ 
– non-Israelites, who were most likely not 
followers of the religions of Israel – living 
among them: “Do not oppress an alien; you 
yourselves know how it feels to be aliens, 
because you were aliens in Egypt (Ex 23:9).

“When an alien lives with you in your 
land, do not mistreat him. The alien living 
with you must be treated as one of your 
native-born. Love him as yourself, for you 
were aliens in Egypt. I am the Lord your 
God (Leviticus 19:33-34).

These instructions establish that 
non-Israelites who live in Israel are people 
to be treated with compassion, not disregard 
or contempt. As vulnerable people, they 
are, along with orphans and widows, to 
be shown justice and a duty of love no 
different from that showed to Israelites. 
Indeed positive discrimination is required 

towards them, to mitigate the impact of their 
vulnerability: ”When you are harvesting in 
your field and you overlook a sheaf, do not 
go back to get it. Leave it for the alien, the 
fatherless and the widow, so that the LORD 
your God may bless you in all the work of 
your hands. When you beat the olives from 
your trees, do not go over the branches a 
second time. Leave what remains for the 
alien, the fatherless and the widow. When 
you harvest the grapes in your vineyard, 
do not go over the vines again. Leave what 
remains for the alien, the fatherless and the 
widow (Deuteronomy 24:19-21).

The ethical principles underlying these 
regulations are reciprocity and equality, 
compassion for the vulnerable, and the 
fear of the Lord. Just as God had mercy 
on the Israelites in Egypt when they were 
themselves aliens subject to arbitrary and 
cruel treatment, so also should the Israelites 
show mercy to those who are aliens among 
them. The aliens should be loved, as if they 
were Israelites too, because the Israelites 
can recall what it felt like to live as aliens.

The later prophets list mistreatment of 
aliens as among those sins which were 
inviting God’s judgement upon the nation: 
“So I will come near to you for judgment. 
I will be quick to testify against sorcerers, 
adulterers and perjurers, against those 
who defraud labourers of their wages, who 
oppress the widows and the fatherless, and 
deprive aliens of justice, but do not fear me,” 
says the LORD Almighty (Malachi 3:5). 

“See how each of the princes of Israel 
who are in you uses his power to shed blood. 
In you they have treated father and mother 
with contempt; in you they have oppressed 
the alien and mistreated the fatherless and 
the widow (Ezekiel 2:6-7).

The biblical principle of care for one’s 
neighbour, including non-Israelites, was 
reiterated by Jesus in his parable of the 
‘Good Samaritan’ (Luke 10:25ff), which 

holds up compassion towards an outsider as 
the epitome of what it means to ‘love your 
neighbour as yourself’. Such love, Jesus 
says, is required of someone who wishes to 
‘inherit eternal life’ (v.25).

A distinctive of Jesus’ teaching was that he 
taught, not only the love for the outsider, but 
also love for one’s enemies. In proclaiming 
this message, Jesus was however building 
on and extending a traditional Jewish 
understanding, clearly presented in the 
Torah, that it was not enough to love one’s 
own Israelite co-religionists: the believers 
should love people of other tribes as well, 
and positively discriminate in their favour 
when their otherness causes them to be 
vulnerable and at risk.

The principle of equality of treatment for 
others, of loving one’s neighbour as oneself, 
irrespective of whether they happen to share 

your faith, or belong to your tribe, should 
be foundational for all societies, for it is a 
recurrent message of the Bible.

A question to be asked

Since love for outsiders is clearly taught 
by Moses in the Torah, and then reinforced 
by Jesus in the Gospels and extended to 
include love for one’s enemies, a reasonable 
question to ask the Muslim authors of A 
Common Word between Us and You, who 
have offered ‘love of the neighbour’ as 
part of the common ground between our 
two faiths is this: Where in the Quran or 
the hadiths can the teaching of love for 
disbelievers be found?’

(Melbourne-based vicar Mark Durie is the author of 
“The Third Choice: Islam, Dhimmitude and Freedom” 
and Advisory board member of Christians for Israel 
Australia)

By Raymond Ibrahim

The now infamous Koran burning 
by Florida pastor Terry Jones has 

created hysteria in the Muslim world. In 
Afghanistan alone, some twenty people, 
including U.N. workers, have been killed 
and beheaded to screams of “Allahu 
Akbar!” Western leaders around the globe – 
including Obama and members of Congress 
– have unequivocally condemned Jones’ 
actions (without bothering to point out that 
freedom of expression is a prized American 
liberty). Many are even blaming the deaths 
in Afghanistan directly on Jones; Bill 
O’Reilly says he has “blood on his hands.”

Yet, as Western leaders rush to profess 
their abhorrence at what one American did 
to one inanimate book, let’s take a quick 
look at what many Muslims are doing to 
many living and breathing Christians around 
the Islamic world – to virtually no media 
coverage or Western condemnation:

Afghanistan: A Muslim convert to 
Christianity was seized and, according to 
sharia’s apostasy laws, awaits execution.

Bangladesh: A Christian man was arrested 
for distributing Bibles near Muslims. 
Thousands of Muslims have been rioting, 
injuring dozens – not because of Jones, but 
in protestation of women’s rights.

Egypt: A Muslim mob burned down 

another Coptic church and dozens of 
Christian homes; when Christians protested, 
the military opened fire on them while 
crying “Allahu Akbar,” killing nine. 
Another mob cut a Christian man’s ear off 
“according to sharia.”

Ethiopia: Muslims went on a rampage 
burning down nearly 70 churches, killing 
at least one Christian, and dislocating 
as many as 10,000. Christians living in 
Muslim majority regions are being warned 
to either convert to Islam, abandon their 
homes, or die.

Malaysia: Authorities detained and 
desecrated thousands of Bibles.

Pakistan: Two Christians were shot to 
death as they exited church; a Christian 

serving life in prison for “blasphemy” died 
in his cell under suspicions of murder.

Saudi Arabia: An Eritrean Christian has 
been arrested for sharing his faith with 
Muslims and is facing the death penalty; 
other missionaries continue to languish in 
Saudi prisons.

Somalia and Sudan: Christian girls – 
including a mother of four – were abducted, 
raped, and killed for embracing Christianity.

It should be borne in mind that none of 
these atrocities were performed in retaliation 
to Jones’ Koran burning; they’re just business 
as usual in the Muslim world. Moreover, the 
above list is but a quick and cursory sampling 
of the very latest in Christian suffering under 
Islam. Were one to include persecution from 
just a few months back, one could also 
mention the jihadist attack on a Baghdad 
church, killing 52 Christians; the New Year’s 
eve Coptic church explosion, killing 21; 
Muslim rampages that destroyed several 
churches in Indonesia, Nigeria, and the 
Philippines; Iran’s “round up” of some 70 
home-worshipping Christians; and Kuwait’s 
– a nation that owes its very existence to U.S. 
war sacrifices – rejection to build a church.

Then there are the countless atrocities that 
never make it to any media—the stories of 
persistent, quiet misery that only the victims 

and local Christians know.
One would have thought that all this 

was at least equally deserving of media 
attention and Western condemnation as 
the burning of a Koran. This is especially 
so considering that, whereas only Jones 
is responsible for his actions, many of 
the aforementioned savageries – arresting 
and executing Christian missionaries and 
Muslim apostates, destroying or outlawing 
churches, seizing and desecrating not one but 
thousands of Bibles – are carried out at the 
hands of Muslim authorities and governments 
deemed U.S. “friends-and-allies.”

Such is the surreal and increasingly 
irrational world we live in, where irate 
Muslims and groveling Westerners obsess 
over the destruction of one book while 
ignoring the destruction of many human 
lives; where a guaranteed and hard-earned 
American right – freedom of expression – 
receives a lot of condemnatory huffing and 
puffing from those charged with protecting 
it, while murderous, barbarous – in a word, 
evil – behavior is devoutly ignored.

(Raymond Ibrahim is associate director of the 
Middle East Forum and author of The Al Qaeda 
Reader)

Source: FrontPage Magazine

One Koran vs. Many Christians

Seeking God at the Western Wall, Jerusalem photo@isranet

Mark Durie
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The Eichmann Trial: 50 Years Later

In May 1960, Adolf Eichmann, the Nazi 
officer in charge of orchestrating the 

Final Solution – the mass deportation of 
Jews to ghettos and extermination camps – 
was captured by Israeli agents near Buenos 
Aires. Eichmann was given a choice 
between instant death or trial in Israel. 
He chose to stand trial, which began in 
Jerusalem on April 11, 1961.

During the trial, the Israeli public was 
exposed to the details of the Holocaust 
nightmare for the first time, as well as to 
the heroism and ingenuity of those who 
survived.

In his defense, Eichmann insisted that 
he was only “following orders.” Yet scores 
of witnesses contradicted that contention 
– testifying to Eichmann’s “fanatical 
zeal and unquenchable blood thirst.” 
Throughout, Eichmann listened impassively 
to a translation of the entire trial from a 
specially-designed glass cubicle in the 
crowded Jerusalem courtroom.

One year later, after all the evidence was 
in and all appeals exhausted, the cold-eyed 
Nazi monster was hanged at a prison in the 
Israeli town of Ramla.

Former Supreme Judge Gavriel Bach – 
at the time an up-and-coming lawyer and 
deputy state attorney – was asked to join 
the team of prosecutors. Fluent in German, 
he conducted most of the interrogations of 
Eichmann. 

“We gathered millions of pages of 
documentation and read a great deal 
of background sources. I don’t think I 
slept more than three hours every night 
throughout the trial,” Bach recalls. 

Instigator of the Crimes

Among the many documents that Bach 
found was an interview which Eichmann 
gave to a fascist Dutch journalist in 1956 
while hiding in Argentina. Eichmann 
expressed satisfaction over the sight 
of continuous railroads cars arriving in 
Auschwitz. “It was a glorious sight,” he 
said.

“Did you have any regrets at any time?” 
asked the journalist.

“Yes”, answered Eichmann, “I’m sorry 
that I wasn’t stricter in carrying out our 
goal. Look what happened,” he declared 
angrily in 1956. “The State of Israel now 
exists and that cursed race continues.”

A book written by the commandant of 
Auschwitz, Rudolf Hoes, describes how up 
to a thousand Jewish children were gassed 

daily. “Occasionally a youngster would 
beg for his life on bended knees in front of 
me, and I have to admit, I sometimes felt 
weak myself. I have children of my own. 
But then I was embarrassed at my frailty. 
The Oberfuhrer (Eichmann) strengthened 
my resolve by explaining that we had to kill 
the accursed Jewish children above all; they 
represented the future, and the Jewish future 
had to be erased from the face of the world.”

At one point during the war, Hitler himself, 
for political reasons, asked Eichmann not to 
touch 8,000 Jews left in Budapest. Yet despite 
his loyalty to the Fuhrer, Eichmann planned 
otherwise. (Only the war’s progression 
prevented him from deporting this group.) 
These examples counter Eichmann’s claim 
throughout the trial that he was merely a cog 
in the machine, carrying out orders.

“There were many dramatic incidents 
during the trial,” says Bach, some which 
never came to the floor of the courtroom. 
“We received an important document from an 
anonymous source which detailed the number 
of arrivals at Auschwitz, the dates, and the 
numbers given to each Jew. We tried to verify 
the details and find the person who had sent 
us the valuable material, but couldn’t make 
headway. Then I had a brainstorm. Let’s find 
survivors with the numbers mentioned in the 
document and ask them when they arrived at 
the camp. That will give us the proof we need 
to present the document at the trial.

“One of the policeman in the room, after 
some hesitation, rolled up his sleeve and 
showed us a number engraved on his arm. 
‘This number appears on the report; and 
indeed I arrived in Auschwitz on the date 
mentioned,’ he said quietly. There was 
complete silence in the room. None of his 
police colleagues even knew that he’d been 
in the Holocaust. Like so many, he had 
hidden his past. We had our proof on the 

spot. But none of us could speak for several 
minutes.”

Horror Stories

The Eichmann trial had the effect of 
creating huge public awareness about the 
Holocaust in Israel and worldwide.

“Nobody wanted to talk about their 
Holocaust experiences,” says Yosef 
Kleinman, a survivor who arrived in 
Palestine in 1945 during the days when the 
tiny Jewish community was struggling to 
survive and prepare for statehood. There 
was neither energy, time nor patience to hear 
the newcomers out. “No one was interested 
in hearing our stories,” says Kleinman.

“They called us ‘sabonim’ (soapers),” 
he says. “They couldn’t fathom why we 
hadn’t stood up to the Nazis in the camps 
and fought back. In those days Israelis were 
taken up with the macho image of the ‘new 
Jew.’ They didn’t understand what we were 
up against in Europe, and we ourselves 
didn’t want to be reminded. We just wanted 
to get on with our lives and put that all 
behind us.”

Indeed, the main drama of the Eichmann 
trial was the Holocaust survivors who 
appeared as witnesses. As first it was 
difficult to even locate witnesses, since 
they had gotten so used to not talking about 
that period in their lives. “I had a hard time 
convincing some people to come forth and 
tell their story,” Bach recalls. “One man told 
me, ‘If I start talking, you won’t be able to 
stop me for four or five days.’”

Kleinman, one of the youngest witnesses, 
described the selection process he endured 
as a 14-year-old. “First we were put into a 
ghetto, and several weeks later we were sent 
in cattle cars to the camp. For three days we 
had nothing to drink or eat.”

At Auschwitz, there was a selection table 
where the infamous Angel of Death, Dr. 
Josef Mengele, sent the most able-bodied 
to the right for slave labor, and the weaker 
ones to the left for extermination. “My 
13-year-old brother was held up for 
inspection,“ Kleinman recalls, “but in the 
end they told him to run along and join our 
parents to the left, which he did happily, not 
knowing what that meant. That was the last 
time I saw any of them.

”In the barracks, the old timers quickly 
filled us in and callously pointed to the 
smoking chimneys we could see through 
the window. ‘That’s where your parents are. 
They’re all dead by now.’ That’s how we 
learned the terrible truth.”

At the Eichmann trial, Kleinman testified 
about an incident where Auschwitz guards 
called the prisoners out to see one young 
boy getting punished. Kleinman describes:

“Usually they’d give 25 lashes. This 
boy withstood the punishment and didn’t 
let out a sound. That made the tormentor 
angry and he continued beating him – 30, 
35, 40 lashes. And still the boy didn’t cry 
out. When he got to 50, and the boy was 
already on the ground, he threw away his 
whip and left in disgust. We ran over to the 
hero, picked him up and washed him off. 
‘What did you do to get this punishment?’ 
we asked him. He could barely talk, but he 
said, “I brought siddurim (prayer books) to 
the barracks. It was worth it. I’m glad I did 
it.’”

This story had a deep influence in the 
courtroom. The court-appointed defense 
attorney wept openly, and the judges called 
for a break in the procedures.

Little Red Coat

At the trial, another witness who had been 
inside the gas chamber lived to tell about 
it. As a youngster, he arrived in Auschwitz 
together with 200 other children, after a 
horrendous three-day train trip. After the 
selection, he was pushed into a large dark 
room with shower piping, and the door 
was shut behind them. At first the children 
began to sing, to lift their spirits, but that 
soon gave way to wailing and screaming. 
Suddenly the heavy metal door swung open 
and a guard pulled out 20 of them into the 
bright sunlight. The Nazis needed workers 
to unload bags of potatoes and there weren’t 
enough soldiers for the job. That’s how this 
man was able to give a first-hand description 
of the insides of the crematorium.

At the trial, Dr. Martin Foldi, related 
how he and his family arrived at Auschwitz 
in the winter of 1944. As the bewildered 
Jews stumbled out of the cattle cars, they 
were hounded by dogs and Nazi soldiers 
with whips. He described being sent to the 
right with his 11-year-old son. His wife and 
two-year-old daughter were taken to the 
left. The little girl was wearing a little red 
coat. At the last minute, a guard sent Foldi’s 
son with the crowd to the left. Dr. Foldi 
panicked thinking, how could this young 
boy find his mother and sister among the 
thousands there at the station. But then he 
knew... he could find his sister because she 
was wearing the red coat. It would be “like 
a beacon” for the boy. Then he states, “I 
never saw them again.”

This testimony is likely to have formed the 
inspiration for the iconic red coat in Steve 
Spielberg’s classic film, Schindler’s List.

The horrible story shook the courtroom. 
But for prosecuting attorney Gavriel Bach, 
it was by far the most upsetting moment of 
the 16-week trial. Bach had just bought a 
red coat for his own daughter.

In the courtroom, Bach played with his 
papers and kept the whole court waiting for 
his next question while he conquered his 
emotions.

Historic Impact

The Eichmann trial made headlines all 
over the world, but in Israel the subject 
was the center of everyone’s attention. The 
long-term effects of the trial were dramatic 
and many. The Israeli public understood 
at last what the survivors had undergone, 
and became much more empathetic. The 
enormity of the Holocaust was suddenly 
brought to the fore, through the witnesses 
who gave a personal voice and face to the 6 
million victims.

Today, far from the days of Israelis “not 
wanting to acknowledge the tragedy,” 
there is a whole different attitude. Israeli 
universities have professors of Holocaust 
Studies; thousands of Hebrew books have 
been printed on the subject; government 
agencies grant special privileges to 
survivors; and every year on Yom HaShoah 
the media devotes an entire day to 
interviews with the nearly-extinct generation 
of survivors.

Half a century later, the Eichmann trial is 
not merely a historic event. It represents the 
turning point in Israel’s understanding of the 
Holocaust.

(Leah Abramowitz is a medical social worker, 
free lance writer, and a coordinator for Melabev, an 
organization for the elderly. She has been privileged to 
live in the Old City of Jerusalem for the past 30 years 
with her family)

By Leah Abramowitz

Gavriel Bach

Adolf Eichmann in glass booth at trial, surrounded by guards
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Mahmoud Abbas’s recent op-ed in The 
New York Times is “worth reading,” 

not because he “speaks some of the most 
important truths” about the Palestinian-
Israeli conflict but precisely because of the 
lies and distortions it purveys, which tell 
us—unfortunately—something about the 
elite that has directed Palestinian politics 
since the 1960s.

Yasser Arafat, who led the Palestinian 
national movement from the late 1960s 
until his death in 2004, was notoriously 
duplicitous—a serial liar, in fact—and was 
distrusted by all Middle Eastern leaders 
across the board, Arab and Israeli. Most 
breathed a sigh of relief at his passing—as 
did many in Washington and other Western 
capitals.

But many happily hailed his successor, 
Mahmoud Abbas, the president of the 
Palestine National Authority and the head 
of the Fatah party, the chief constituent 
of the PLO, as a worthier politician, a 
“moderate.” Perhaps it was the suits that 
replaced Arafat’s absurd martial uniforms; 
perhaps the donnish glasses; perhaps it 
was the softer verbs and adjectives. They 
dismissed as youthful whimsy his Ph.D. 
thesis from the 1980s, published in Arabic 
as The Other Side: the Secret Relations 
between Nazism and the Leadership of the 
Zionist Movement.

In that book, Abbas declared that the 
gas chambers were never used to murder 
Jews and dismissed as a “fantastic lie” 
that six million Jews had died in the 
Holocaust; at most, he wrote, “890,000” 
Jews were killed by the Germans. And 
they were killed, Abbas wrote, in part as a 
result of Zionist provocation orchestrated 
by Ben-Gurion from 1942. Or, as he put 
it: “The Zionist movement led a broad 
campaign of incitement against the Jews 
living under Nazi rule, in order to arouse 
the government’s hatred of them, to fuel 
vengeance against them, and to expand 
the mass extermination.” All of this was 
designed somehow to facilitate the victory 
of Zionism.

So Abbas’s distortions of subsequent 
history in the New York Times need surprise 
no one (though one wonders why the 
paper’s editors, who probably have some 
inkling of what actually happened in the 
Middle East in 1947-1949, should publish 
such malicious nonsense).

First, Abbas tells us that in May 1948, 
as “a 13-year-old Palestinian boy,” he was 
“forced” and “driven” out of his home in 
Safad by the Zionists. But on 6 July 2009 
he told an interviewer on Falastina TV, in 
Arabic, that his family had actually fled 
Safad, fearing Jewish retribution for a 
massacre the Arabs had committed against 
the town’s Jews two decades before.

The truth, of course, is that Safad’s Arabs 
fled the town as it was mortared and then 
conquered by Haganah troops on 9-10 May 
1948; there was no “expulsion” (a word 
Abbas later in the article uses to describe 
what happened to all the Palestinians 
displaced by the first Arab-Israeli war).

But this is a minor distortion compared 
to the outright lies that follow. These are 
embedded in the short, following text that 
describes the chain of events in 1947-1948:

In November 1947, the [UN] General 
Assembly made its recommendation [to 

partition Palestine into two states, one 
Jewish, the other Arab] and answered in the 
affirmative. [The meaning here is unclear: 
Did the Arabs respond to the resolution 
“in the affirmative”, as perhaps Abbas is 
intimating? Did the General Assembly 
respond to its own recommendation “in the 
affirmative”?] Shortly thereafter, Zionist 
forces expelled Palestinian Arabs to ensure 
a decisive Jewish majority in the future 
state of Israel, and Arab armies intervened. 
War and further expulsions ensued…Our 
Palestinian [Arab] state remained a promise 
unfulfilled.

In fact, what actually happened was this: 
The Arab states and the Palestinian national 
leadership, headed by Haj Amin al-Husseini, 
opposed the partition of Palestine, claiming 
all of Palestine for the Arabs. When 
the General Assembly voted in favor 
of partition, on 29 November 1947, the 
Palestinian leadership rejected the resolution 
and the Palestinian militias launched 
hostilities to abort the emergence of a 
Jewish state. They were aided by money, 
arms and volunteers from the Arab states. In 
the course of this first, civil-war half of the 
1948 War (roughly from 30 November 1947 
until 14 May 1948) the Palestinian militias 
attacked Jewish traffic and settlements for 
four months. But eventually the Jewish 
militias, chiefly the Haganah, went over 
to the offensive (in early April) and routed 
the Palestinians, and some 300,000 were 
displaced from their homes and lands. On 
15 May 1948, the day after the Zionist 
leaders declared the establishment of the 
State of Israel, the armies of Egypt, Syria, 
and Iraq invaded Palestine, in defiance of 
the will of the international community, 
as embodied in the partition resolution, 
and attacked the Jewish state. The army of 
Jordan, the fourth invading army, occupied 
the West Bank and East Jerusalem, the core 
of the territory earmarked in the partition 
resolution for Palestinian Arab statehood. 
(The Palestinians failed to declare statehood, 
and Jordan did not allow the Palestinians 
to establish a state and subsequently 
formally annexed the West Bank and 
East Jerusalem. Egypt emerged from the 
war in control of the Gaza Strip.) During 
the weeks and months after 15 May, the 
Israeli army contained the invading armies 
and eventually drove them out of most of 
Palestine. Another 400,000 Palestinians 
were displaced from their homes in the 
course of the fighting: Some were expelled 

by Jewish troops (for example, from Lydda 
and Ramle in July 1948), some were advised 
to leave or ordered out by Arab leaders and 
officers (for example, from Haifa in April 
1948 and Majdal in October). But most 
of the 700,000 simply fled out of fear of 
being caught up and harmed in the fighting. 
In summer 1948 the Israeli government 
decided not to allow the displaced Arabs – 
most of whom ended up in refugee camps in 
other parts of Palestine, i.e., the West Bank 
and Gaza – to return to the area of the State 
of Israel, deeming them inimical (they had 
just assailed the Jewish community and tried 
to destroy the Jewish state) and a potential 
Fifth Column.

Abbas’s twisted history deliberately 
omits mention of the first half of the 1948 
War, the civil war half, in order to portray 
the Palestinians as innocent victims. In 
fact, they were primary agents in the events 
that followed 29 November 1947, and 
in launching their assault on the Jewish 
community provoked and generated the 
Zionist counter-attack that resulted in the 
collapse of Palestinian society and the 
creation of the refugee problem. In history, 
peoples often pay for their aggression and 
mistakes, and this is what happened in 
Palestine.

Abbas and his authority have now 
launched a campaign for international 
recognition of Palestinian Arab statehood, 
which he promises will be formally declared 
in September. This, he tells us, will “pave 
the way for us to pursue claims against 
Israel at the United Nations, human rights 
treaty bodies and the International Court of 
Justice.”

What Abbas does not tell his readers 
is that the Palestinians, as in 1947, were 
offered statehood in a two-state compromise 
settlement in 2000 and rejected it (and he, 
Arafat’s aide, did not object); and that he, 
Abbas, was again offered a state, a two-state 
settlement, by Israeli Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert in 2008, and he (again) rejected it. 
The compromises offered by Barak-Clinton 
and Olmert were based on a Palestinian state 
consisting of some 94% of the West Bank, 
100% of the Gaza Strip and the (Arab) 
eastern half of Jerusalem, including half 
or three-quarters of the Old City. In return, 
the Palestinians were expected to recognize 
Israel, give up their demand for a mass 
refugee return and agree definitively to an 
“end of claims” and an “end of conflict.”

Arafat and Abbas rejected the offered 
compromises because they do not want 
a two-state solution, they want all of 
Palestine. Hence they had, and have, no 
interest in negotiating a compromise with 
Israel. (Abbas, in the New York Times, 
pays lip service to the idea of negotiation: 
“Negotiations remain our first option” – but 
this is hogwash. Last year Netanyahu froze 
settlement activity for ten months, under 
pressure from Obama and the Arab world 
– but Abbas failed to actually negotiate. He 
dragged his feet. Since then, Netanyahu, in 
refusing to extend that settlement freeze, 
has played into Abbas’s hands, and has 
contributed enormously to the ongoing 
delegitimization of Israel in the West. 
In the Arab countries, of course, it was 
neither here nor there, as they have never 
“legitimized” Israel.)

Abbas is now pursuing a Palestinian 
state without having to pay the price of 
recognizing Israel or making peace. Once 
the Palestinians get their West Bank-Gaza 
state, they will use it as a springboard for 
their second-stage assault, political and 
military, on Israel – and they will no doubt 
lodge claims “at the United Nations, human 
rights treaty bodies, and the International 
Court of Justice” as part of that assault.

But the major basis of political and moral 
assault on Israel will be the Palestinian 
demand for a “Right of Return” – and its 
international acceptance and implementation 
– of the 1948 refugees, who now number, 
them and their descendants, 5-6 million 
souls. As Abbas puts it in his article, the 
refugee problem will need to be resolved 
“justly” on the basis of UN General 
Assembly resolution 194, of December 
1948, which, in the Palestinian interpretation, 
endorses the “Right of Return.” If the world 
accepts this Palestinian demand and there 
is implementation, Israel will cease to exist 
(Israel’s current population consists of close 
to 6 million Jews and 1.4 million Arabs: Add 
to it 5-6 million Palestinian refugees and 
the country will have an Arab, not a Jewish, 
majority. Ergo, no Jewish state.). This is the 
Palestinian aim and end game; this, in fact, 
is the “truth” that Abbas is purveying and 
pursuing.

(Benny Morris is a professor of history in the Middle 
East Studies Department of Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev. His most recent book is One State, Two 
States: Resolving the Israel/Palestine Conflict)

Exposing Mahmoud Abbas
By Benny Morris

Benjamin Netanyahu, Hillary Clinton and Mahmoud Abbas The Wrong Pact – Hammas and Fatah
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Will Israel turn their hearts to the Lord? 
That’s the key question question as 

Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu finished 
his high-profile trip to Washington, meeting 
with President Obama, addressing 10,000-
plus pro-Israel activists at the AIPAC Policy 
Conference, addressing a Joint Session of 
Congress, and doing a flurry of major media 
interviews. 

Will his passionate case that Israel is 
America’s best friend, the only solid and 
secure democracy in the Middle East, 
endangered by Iranian nukes, and in need 
of unwavering American friendship and 
support in tumultuous times fully convince 
the President, the Congress and the American 
people to stand with Israel through the darkest 
of times that are steadily approaching?

I would like to believe this will be the 
case, but Bible prophecy says otherwise.

The Hebrew Prophets such as Ezekiel, 
Daniel, Isaiah, Jeremiah and Joel tell us 
again and again that Israel will be all alone 
in the last days of history. All the nations 
will eventually turn against her. All the 
nations will work to divide the Land of 
Israel. Jerusalem, too, will be divided. The 
New Testament reconfirms this. 

Indeed, the Scriptures indicate that the 
only hope for Israel is for her to turn fully 
and completely to the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. As the “time of Jacob’s 
troubles” approaches – as the Day of the 
Lord approaches – the Bible tells us that the 
nations will betray the Jewish people. Only 
the Lord will be faithful. The question is, 
when the dark times come will Israelis turn 
their hearts to the Lord?

The Hebrew Prophet Joel warned us 
that the Lord is going to judge “all the 
nations” because “they have divided up 
My Land” (Joel 3:2). Yet Joel doesn’t call 
Israel to political activism, to international 
diplomacy, to military adventurism, or 
any other human endeavor. The Lord 
says through the Prophet Joel, “‘Yet even 
now, return to Me with all your heart, and 
with fasting, weeping and mourning; and 
rend your heart and not your garments’…
Now, return to the Lord your God for He 
is gracious and compassionate, slow to 
anger and abounding in loving kindness 
and relenting of evil” (Joel 2:12-13). And if 
Israel does this, Joel tells us: “Then the Lord 
will be zealous for His land and will have 
pity on His people” (Joel 2:18, 27).

The Prime Minister’s speech to Congress 
was excellent in many ways. He rightly 
described the “epic battle” underway in the 
epicenter. He described a great shaking going 
on in the Middle East. He rightly warned that 
Iran and her nuclear program is the greatest 
threat, that Hamas is the new al Qaeda, and 
that in all of the Arab world, only Israeli 
Arabs have true safety, security, and fully 
protected human and civil rights. 

However, it should be noted that 
Netanyahu never cited the Bible, never called 
on the name of the Lord, and never called the 
Jewish people to trust fully and completely 
in the God of Israel, but rather promised to 
divide the land of Israel as a concession to 
the Palestinians, even while promising never 

to divide Jerusalem. These were mistakes. He 
wasn’t the first Israeli Prime Minister to make 
them. But he is making them nonetheless. 

He was right to thank the U.S. for all our 
help and support of Israel over the years, 
and he was right to seek continued help 
and support from the American people and 
government. But neither he nor Israel should 
become dependent upon American help 
because the Bible tells us it won’t be there 
for long.

The Bible is clear: only the Lord will save 
Israel. It is time for Israelis to consider this 
very carefully. For time is short. “The Day 
of the Lord is coming; surely it is near” 
(Joel 2:1).

Only the Lord will save Israel
By Joel C. Rosenberg

Interview with Peter Tsukahira

The first time I heard about Peter Tsukahira was in 
July 2007 when I saw his book “God’s Tsunami 

– Understanding Israel and End-time Prophecy” 
at a meeting with Pastor Joby Soriano at Christ’s 
Commission Fellowship (CCF) in Alabang, Manila. He 
gave me the book and shortly after I published one of 
Peter’s articles in the Israel & Christians Today paper. 

Last month I was invited by the Australian Asian 
Christian Network (AACN) and The Israel Asian Center 
(TiAC) to attend Peter Tsukahira’s Pastors’ Breakfast 
Conference and “Israel and the Church – A Light to the 
Nations” Conference in Perth, Australia, and had the 
privilege to meet with Peter as well for an interview.

Peter Tsukahira is an Asian-American who is now 
an Israeli citizen. His grandparents immigrated to the 
United States from Japan about one hundred years ago. 
When his father received an assignment to serve at the 
U.S. Embassy in Tokyo, Peter spent his teenage years 
in Japan, but returned to the Boston area for university. 
At that time a youth-oriented cultural movement was 
sweeping America, and young Peter became caught up 
in it, until his best friend committed suicide. It triggered 
in him a search for truth. That search led him and his 
Jewish girlfriend, Rita, into the mountains of the 
American West.

When Rita visited a coffeehouse ministry called 
“Shalom” in Santa Fe, New Mexico, she heard another 
young Jewish “hippie” tell about his encounter with 
Jesus as his Messiah and the change that had come to his 
life. That same night a deep change took place in Rita’s 
heart, and she also believed in Jesus as the Messiah. 
“I could not deny the obvious, immediate, and radical 
transformation that had happened in her life,” said Peter 

Tsukahira. “My own questioning ended soon after that 
when I prayed to become God’s servant, and discovered 
that Jesus is God’s Son and the Savior of the world.”

Peter and his wife, Rita, moved to Tokyo, Japan, 
in 1982, where they pastored a growing international 
church. During that time God spoke to them about His 
plan that one day they would live and work in Israel. In 
late 1987, doors opened for them, and they were invited 
to come as new immigrants.

“We arrived on Mt. Carmel in Haifa, just when the 
first intifada was beginning,” said Peter. “Because my 
wife, Rita, is Jewish we had the opportunity to become 
Israeli citizens of this newly re-created nation. We joined 
the more than three million immigrants who have come 
from over 120 other countries since the founding of the 
modern state of Israel. 

“The relationship I have with the Jewish people is 
the result of a sovereign calling from the Lord that He 
developed throughout my life,” Peter Tsukahira said.

After the Gulf War of 1991, Peter cofounded the 
congregation of Kehilat HaCarmel (Carmel Assembly), 
and is Director of the Or HaCarmel Ministry Center and 
the Mount Carmel School of Ministry. Peter Tsukahira is 
ordained by “World Challenge International Ministers’ 
Fellowship” founded by the late Rev. David Wilkerson 
and serves on the Board of Directors for “Church Growth 
International” founded by Dr. David Yonggi Cho.

Peter and Rita live on Mt. Carmel in the city of Haifa 
and their two grown children, Eden and Daniel both live 
and study in Tel Aviv.

(See interview pages 8 & 9) 

By Henk Kamsteeg

Peter Tsukahira

Joel C. Rosenberg
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Continued on page 9

Henk Kamsteeg (HK): How do you see 
God’s hand at work in Israel, in spite of the 
fact that the majority of the Jews are secular, 
non-believing people? Is Israel (the Jewish 
nation) still “the apple of God’s eye”?

Peter Tsukahira (PT): The existence of 
Israel as a modern nation and homeland for 
the Jewish people is a fulfillment of biblical 
prophecy and an expression of the faithfulness 
of God to His word. In Ezekiel 36:22-24, God 
declares his intention of demonstrating His 
covenant-keeping nature to all the nations 
by bringing the people of Israel back to the 
land He promised their forefathers. The next 
verse, 25 begins with the words, “Then I will 
sprinkle clean water on you and you will be 
clean…” The following verses are about 
cleansing and transformation after the people 
of Israel have returned from the nations. This 
means that in spite of unbelief, Israel is still 
God’s chosen nation. Today, many Israeli 
Jews oppose the gospel. The apostle Paul 
describes our current situation in Romans 
11:28, “From the standpoint of the gospel 
they are enemies for your sake, but from the 
standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved 
because of the fathers.”

 
HK: What is the significance of Jerusalem to 
Jews, Christians and Muslims? Should it be 
divided to bring peace with the Palestinians 
and Arab nations?

PT: Jerusalem is holy to both Jews and 
Christians because it is mentioned hundreds 
of times in the Bible and is historically the 
place of many important biblical events like 
the death, burial, resurrection ascension and 
future return of Jesus. Jerusalem is never 
mentioned in the Koran and its importance 
to Muslims is a matter of tradition and 
relatively recent historical events. In my 
opinion, Jerusalem should not be divided 
because the God of the Bible has chosen it 
for His own city and because even dividing 
it will not bring peace with the Palestinians. 
Jesus wept over a Jewish Jerusalem and said 
to its Jewish residents, “For I say to you, 
from now on, you will not see me until you 
say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name 
of the Lord’” (Matthew 23:39).

HK: Peter, do you believe that the Christian 
Church worldwide needs to wake-up to learn 
that the future of Israel and the Jewish people, 
the future of the church, the future of Islam and 
the future of the entire world are divinely and 
directly interconnected?

PT: I believe that we are at a major 
transition point in the history of Christianity 
and in the history of the world. The 
spiritual vitality of the Reformation has 
been lost and the once vibrant movements 
and denominations that sprang out of the 
Reformation have mostly become “old 
wineskins.” An age of restoration has 
begun in which the church is recapturing 
the worldview and spiritual power of the 
New Testament. The modern restoration 
of the people of Israel to their land and the 
re-emergence of Messianic Jews are signs of 
this turning point. At the same time, massive 
new growth in the church is no longer coming 
from America and Europe, that is, the West, 
but from Africa, Asia and Latin America. 
God’s purpose in these historic shifts is to 
produce in the Church a bride-like quality fit 
for the marriage supper of the Lamb. It is the 
ending of the Reformation and Western age 
of the church and the beginning of restoration 
of the kingdom and the preparation of the 
bride of Christ – a body of every nation tribe 
and tongue. The best and most magnificent 

movements of God are yet to come as the 
fullness of the gentiles comes in and Israel 
begins her prophesied national revival.

HK: It seems the gospel has expanded in 
a westward direction since the early days of 
the Book of Acts.

PT: In Acts 16 we read that the apostle 
Paul wanted to go east and preach the Word 
of God in the Roman province of Asia, 
but was forbidden by the Holy Spirit to go 
there. Then he tried to go into Bithynia in 
the north, but the Spirit did not permit him. 
God supernaturally directed him to the west. 
As Paul had come from the south, the only 
available way forward was to the West, so 
west they went, until they came to the coast at 
Troas, where he received a nighttime vision 
of a Macedonian man who said, “Come over 
to Macedonia and help us.” Paul responded 
immediately and went from Troas on the 
Asian continent to Macedonia and Greece. 
This was a decisive move. God’s purpose was 
for the gospel to go west into Europe. This is 
one of the reasons why the New Testament 
was originally written in Greek rather than 
Arabic or in the language of a people to the 
east of Israel. Inspired letters were written 
to churches in European cities – Philippi, 
Corinth, Thessalonica, and Rome. In Romans 
15 Paul wrote to the Roman church that he 
had fully preached the gospel from Jerusalem 
as far west as Illyricum on the Adriatic Sea, 
modern Albania. 

The miracle of Christian Europe is that 
the local people began to believe the gospel 
that was totally foreign to them. Christianity 
moved like a tidal wave across the continent, 
transforming whole nations and sinking 
down into the roots of European culture. 
The Europeans became the recipients of the 
Bible’s message. They received revelation 
of the Creator God, and the powerful 
truths of His creation led them to scientific 
achievement.

Moving further westward, the gospel 
eventually overflowed the banks of the 
Old World and came to the New World of 
America. The USA has been a godly example 
of  “one nation under God, with liberty and 
justice for all” for countless millions, and 
continues to be a great national force for the 
spreading of the gospel throughout the world. 

The modern missionary movement began in 
England with William Carey, but the U.S. 
has sent out more people and other mission 
resources than any other nation to the rest of 
the world. 

Today, God’s spiritual tsunami has crossed 
the Pacific and is cresting in Korea and 
China. Rapid growth has also impacted all 
of South East Asia, especially countries like 
Malaysia and Indonesia. These two nations 
are on the front line where the tsunami of 
Asian Christian growth meets the Islamic 
world. The Church in Singapore has received 
revelation that they are called by God to be a 
great sending nation – the “Antioch of Asia.” 
To the west, India is only beginning to move 
into an era of historic church growth and 
even further west the Islamic countries of 
Central Asia are starting to sense a spiritual 
stirring. God’s tsunami is on its way “back to 
Jerusalem.”

HK: Recently, we were riveted to our TVs 
and saw incredible natural disasters striking 
all around the world, such as enormous 
floods in Queensland (Australia), floods 
and tornadoes in Mississippi and Missouri 
(USA), big earthquakes in Christchurch 
(New Zealand) and Lorca (Spain), and the 
incredible tragedy happening in Japan after 
an earthquake, followed by a devastating and 
deadly tsunami. Is this the time of Matthew 
24 and Mark 13?

PT: Yes, I believe that regional and 
international unrest combined with the 
earthquakes and tsunamis the world is 
experiencing now are the “birth pangs” of the 
end-times spoken about by Jesus in Matthew 
24, and Mark 13. Birth pangs start out with 
mild contractions separated by long periods 
of calm, but as the time of birth approaches, 
the contractions increase in frequency 
and intensity. Our world is experiencing 
times of crisis with periods of relative quiet 
in between. Jesus said we should not be 
frightened by these events because this is 
just the beginning of the end-time process 
that will bring to birth the age of our Messiah 
reigning on earth. There are greater crises 
yet to come, intense persecution and the 
manifestation of the Anti-Christ before the 
return of our King. There is also the great 
harvest (Matthew 24:14) and fullness of the 

nations (Romans 11:25) that will be brought 
into the kingdom during the same time 
frame. In my view, we will see the preaching 
of the gospel in Israel progress from its 
beginning today to national salvation during 
this ongoing end-time period of birth pangs 
(Matthew 23:37-39 and Romans 11:25-26). 

HK: The Old Testament is also speaking 
of events that have to take place during the 
end-times. At this point in time uncertainty 
surrounds us, with rioting, rebellion and 
chaos in Arab nations, toppling leaders, Iran 
sending warships into the Mediterranean Sea 
via the Suez Canal, and Russia re-arming 
itself.  It does look like Ezekiel, sounds like 
Ezekiel, is it Ezekiel?

PT: Certainly there are many signs of the 
end-times written in the Old Testament. Our 
world is increasingly looking and acting like 
what is described in Ezekiel 38-39. There is 
one important exception. That is, Ezekiel 38 
says clearly and repeatedly that the invasion 
of Israel will take place at a time when 
Israel is living securely in the land (Ezekiel 
38:8,11,14). Although the people of Israel 
have returned to their land, it cannot be said 
today that our lives are secure and that we 
are living in a condition where our cities 
need no defensive walls! On the contrary, we 
are building concrete separation walls and 
anti-missile shields as fast as we possibly 
can. I believe that the attack prophesied by 
Ezekiel will come after Islam as a world 
power and dominant religious system ceases 
to be the threat that it is today. More than 
twenty years ago, few could have predicted 
the fall of Russian Communism, the breakup 
of the Soviet Union, the release of the 
Soviet Jews and the preaching of the gospel 
throughout Russia, but we all saw it happen 
and it was the hand of God. Similarly, I 
believe we will witness the collapse of Islam 
as an intimidating international force in the 
world and the massive awakening of the 
Arab people to the gospel in our generation. 
This simultaneous collapse and spiritual 
awakening is already in progress. It will most 
likely be accompanied by much bloodshed 
and unrest and many threats against Israel. 
However, when the dust finally settles, Israel 
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will be secure and the stage set for Ezekiel 38. 

HK: Few people know that the followers 
of Islam are waiting for their own Messiah, 
known as Imam al-Mahdi, but before he 
arrives on the scene there must be total chaos 
on the earth. The traditions and teachings 
of Islam reveal striking affinities between 
Christian end-time prophecy and Islamic 
expectations of world domination. There are 
startling similarities between the biblical 
Antichrist and Islam’s Messiah figure. Could 
Islam’s awaited Messiah be the biblical 
Antichrist?

PT: I am aware of Shiite Muslim 
expectation of the Mahdi or Twelfth Imam. 
Apparently, this Messiah-like leader is meant 
to lead Muslims into an apocalyptic war that 
will defeat Islam’s enemies and establish 
(Shia) Islam as the dominant faith of all the 
world. This is cause for concern here in Israel 
because of the Iranian regime’s fixation on 
this theme and their current drive to become 
a nuclear power. There are some similarities 
between Christian end-time prophecy and 
Islamic expectations of world domination 
as well as parallels between the biblical 
Anti-Christ and Islam’s Mahdi. This should 
not be surprising since Islam was founded 
about 700 years after the New Testament was 
written and the Koran itself borrows heavily 
from the Bible. Jesus said in His end-time 
discourses that we are to resist the deception 
of false religious systems and that many false 
messiahs and false prophets would arise 
before His coming. In my understanding the 
Anti-Christ when he appears, will be hailed 
by all the world as a man of peace and that 
he will succeed in uniting all the nations 
into one economic system (like the E.U. but 
global). It seems unlikely that Islam’s Mahdi 
who is supposed to lead the Islamic world 
into battle for world-wide domination will be 
hailed as a man of peace or that he will ever 
be able to unite the world into a single global 
economy. The Muslim nations are having a 
hard enough time keeping up with the current 
global economy to be imagined as the leaders 
of a new economic order. If you take away 
the world’s current thirst for oil as fuel, most 
Arab nations would be among the poorest 
and most backward in the world. This is one 
of the causes of the popular revolts that are 
shaking the Arab world at the present time. 
 
HK: From time to time we hear and read that 
even many Jewish people are referring to the 
present time as times leading to the battle 
of Gog and Magog, which will precede the 
coming of the Messiah. What kind of Messiah 
are the Orthodox Jewish people waiting for?

PT: Messianic expectation is an integral 
part of religious Judaism. There is not 
widespread agreement among Jews about the 
identity of the Messiah and several Orthodox 
Jewish groups today believe their leaders are 
the promised One. We see their pictures on 
posters around the country and especially in 
Jerusalem. 

One thing however, seems to be clear: 
religious Jews expect the Messiah to come 
as king and to rule the nation of Israel. 
This is very interesting because although 
Christians hail Jesus as King of Kings, we 
do not usually see Him as ruler of all areas of 
society or as one who rules by law. Religious 
Jews understand the value of divine law 
and many are committed to literally and 
legalistically obeying all 613 commandments 
in the five books of Moses (Torah). The 
Jewish CHABAD religious organization 
publishes posters of their, now deceased, 
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson with 
the words KING MESSIAH prominently 
displayed. Their understanding is that as 
king, only the Messiah has a higher authority 
than Moses and will be able to re-interpret 
the Torah to usher in the new messianic age.  

Many Christians regard the teaching of 
Jesus like the Sermon on the Mount as good 
advice from our best friend rather than as 
the law of the kingdom and as a result many 
Christian groups fall into lawlessness and 
lack the authority and protection that comes 
from the law of Christ. New Testament law 
is the law of the Spirit that not only governs 
our personal lives but also every area of our 
society (See Matthew chapter 5 from verse 
17 until the end of the chapter and Paul’s 
teaching in Romans chapters 7 and 8.) How 
Christians can live fruitfully not being under 
the letter of the law that produces death but 
obedient to the Spirit of the law that brings 
life without losing the lawful reign of our 
King is the focus of much of Paul’s writing. 

HK: Peter, would you be able to tell our 
readers how a sovereign Jewish nation 
should deal with the Muslim population 
living in Israel today? 

PT: If you are asking about Israeli Arabs 
– Arabs living in Israel with Israeli passports 
– then they should be treated with tolerance 
and given freedom to pursue their religion as 
long as it does not threaten the Israeli people 
or state. This is the way the 1.5 million Israeli 
Arabs (who are mostly Muslim) are treated 
today in Israel.

If you are asking about Palestinian Arab 
Muslims who regard Israel as an enemy 
state that must be destroyed, that is quite 
another matter. Jesus commanded us to love 
our enemies. The greatest expression of love 
is to pray and work towards their salvation. 
Messianic Jews do pray for the salvation of 
the nations surrounding us. 

God meant for Jews and Arabs to live 
together in the land of Israel. However, in 
order for this to become a political reality, the 
right of Jews to the land they were promised 
must be recognized. The great prophet 
Ezekiel spoke about Gentiles who join 
themselves to the people of Israel and dwell 

with them in the land (Ezekiel 47:21-23).
God’s plan for the Middle East includes 

revival and genuine reconciliation between 
Jews and Arabs. Messianic Jewish 
congregations are slowly but surely growing 
in Israel. As revival stirs in the Arab world, 
former Muslims are coming into the kingdom 
of God. We are seeing the establishment 
of a powerful testimony of unity in Christ 
as Messianic Jews and Arab Christians 
are drawn together by a common faith in 
Jesus. Their testimony is destined to impact 
the world. Where today there are armed 
barricades, minefields and borders, God says 
there is to be a thoroughfare of His purposes 
in the Middle East. Pray with us for revival, 
reconciliation, and for this highway to be 
built on the Lord’s roadmap for peace in the 

region (Isaiah 19:23-25).

HK: When it comes to the relationship of 
Jew and Gentile, Jew and Church, the major 
thrust of most traditional church theology – 
as well as all traditional rabbinic theology 
– is separation. But the starting point for 
examining the biblical relationship between 
Israel and the Church needs to be God 
Himself. 

PT: In our community on Mt. Carmel, we 
believe strongly in what the New Testament 
calls the “one new man.” This is taken from 
Ephesians 2:14-15, “For He Himself is our 
peace, who made both groups into one and 
broke down the barrier of the dividing wall, 
by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which 
is the Law of commandments contained in 
ordinances, so that in Himself He might make 
the two into one new man, thus establishing 
peace.” 

Most Orthodox Jews in Israel do not regard 
Messianic Jews as truly Jewish and these 
same Orthodox Jews have no revelation of a 
body of believers comprising both Jews and 
Gentiles that is pleasing to God.  

The core issue according to the apostle Paul 
is the enmity arising from the Torah which by 
divine law separates the people of Israel from 
all other nations. Paul sees this enmity being 
abolished in the flesh of the Lord through 
His atoning sacrifice on the cross. True 
reconciliation therefore between Messianic 
believers and Orthodox Jews must ultimately 
come through a mutual acceptance of Jesus’ 
sacrifice as Lamb of God and His rightful and 
lawful reign as Messiah and King. 

As a Gentile Christian with a Japanese 
ethnic background living as an Israeli citizen 
in Israel, I am continually “swimming 
upstream” against the prevailing cultural 
norms and expectations. I have come to 
accept this as my unique offering to the 
Lord. He assures me of my own personal 
inheritance in the land of Israel in Ezekiel 

47:22-23, “You shall divide it by lot for an 
inheritance among yourselves and among 
the aliens who stay in your midst, who 
bring forth sons in your midst. And they 
shall be to you as the native-born among 
the sons of Israel; they shall be allotted 
an inheritance with you among the tribes 
of Israel. And in the tribe with which the 
alien stays, there you shall give him his 
inheritance,” declares the Lord GOD.” 
 
HK: Christians for Israel (C4I) has helped 
well over one million Jewish people to go 
back home to Israel. It seems not a safe place 
to go to…Surrounded by Arab nations that 
hate the Jews…A nuclear threat hanging 
over their heads…Rockets fired at them from 
Gaza…Terrorist attacks and suicide bombers 

in Jerusalem. Every day in Israel, memorials 
are held for people killed simply because they 
are Jews…

PT: The vision that motivates Christian 
Zionist groups to help Jews return to the land 
of Israel is from the Scriptures like those in 
Jeremiah where God says the days will come 
when the return of the Jewish people from 
the nations will overshadow the days of the 
Exodus when the people of Israel came out 
of slavery in Egypt (Jeremiah chapters 16 
and 23). Jeremiah also emphasizes God’s will 
and power to protect Israel from her enemies 
when He brings His scattered people back 
to their land (Jeremiah 31:10). Still less than 
half of all Jewish people alive in the world 
today live in Israel. If our Jewish population 
in Israel were twice as large, our hesitancy to 
absorb more Arabs as citizens would be less. 
Right now the fear of a one-state solution 
is that Arab citizens would outvote Jewish 
ones and Israel as a democracy would lose 
its identity as a Jewish homeland. We fear 
a one-state solution as much as we fear a 
two-state solution. However, with many more 
Jewish citizens a new demographic reality 
would create a different political reality. 

HK: At the March 2011 Christians for 
Israel Forum Conference in Jerusalem, 
Michael Freund was one of the speakers. 
Michael made the following statement in his 
column in the Jerusalem Post  (March 30): 
“Something truly significant is happening. 
Bear in mind that just over 65 years ago, 
Europeans were busy slaughtering Jews. 
Now many of them are taking the lead 
in supporting the Jewish state. This is a 
historical development…

PT: The impact of Christian movements 
like Christians for Israel (C4I) has been 
profound in modern Israel. Now, a major 
segment of the Israeli government and a 
growing part of the Israeli public are aware 
that Evangelical Christians are among Israel’s 

best friends in the world. This awareness has 
begun steps toward healing the wounds of 
deep mistrust created by centuries of historic 
anti-Semitism in the Church. We believers in 
Israel are thankful for the work of Christian 
Zionist groups and the resulting change in 
Israeli attitudes. 

At the same time, Jewish Israeli attitudes 
toward Israeli Messianic Jews are also 
changing, albeit more slowly. Many 
Christian Zionist groups in Israel find it 
difficult if not impossible to evangelize 
Jewish Israelis or to openly show support for 
Messianic congregations that are involved 
in evangelism. I do not see this necessarily 
as a failure of Christian Zionism but rather 
a difference in calling from the Lord at this 
time in Israel’s history. 

Continued from page 8

“Today we are in the midst of the greatest revival of Christian faith since the Day of Pentecost” - Peter Tsukahira
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In 1969, at the age of 21, I was sent to the Soviet Union. 
I was a young American Jew who spoke Hebrew and 

Russian and who practiced Judaism. My task was to bring 
Jewish religious items into the Soviet Union, and the names 
of Jews who wished to leave the Soviet Union out of that 
country. Upon returning to the United States, I became the 
national spokesman for the Student Struggle for Soviet 
Jewry, one of the most effective organizations for Soviet 
Jews in the world.

As such, I spoke before synagogues of every 
denomination, Hadassah groups, Jewish federations, 
Jewish groups on college campuses. If there was a Jewish 
organization, it cared about the plight of Soviet Jews. For 
decades, virtually every synagogue in America had a “Save 
Soviet Jewry” sign in front of it.

Over time, the plight of the Soviet Jews awakened me to 
the plight of all Soviet dissidents, whether secular ones – 
such as that great man, the physicist Andrei Sakharov – or 
Christian.

The latter were particularly persecuted. Though my work 
was with Soviet Jewry, I had no trouble acknowledging that 
Soviet Christians often had it worse. Few Soviet Jews were 
killed or locked away in dungeon-like conditions by the 
Soviet authorities, but Soviet Christians were.

At some point in my early years, it dawned on me that I 
had not seen a single church with a “Save Soviet Christians” 
sign. Even more amazingly, I encountered Christian clergy 
– Catholic, Protestant, Orthodox – at every one of the scores 
of Soviet Jewry rallies at which I spoke. But while these 
wonderful Christians were outspoken on behalf of Soviet 
Jews, they were nearly all silent regarding – or even simply 
ignorant of  - the dire plight of Soviet Christians.

Making matters worse, the world’s most famous Christian 
evangelist, the Rev. Billy Graham, went to the Soviet Union 
in 1982, and in his talk at a church told Christians to obey 
the authorities – the same authorities who were rounding 
up Christian dissidents inside and outside the very church 
at which Graham spoke. As columnist George Will wrote at 
the time:

The Washington Post reports that when Graham spoke 
in two churches, both “were heavily guarded, with police 
sealing off all roads leading to them. Hundreds of KGB 
security agents were in the congregation.” Graham told one 
congregation that God “gives you the power to be a better 
worker, a more loyal citizen because in Romans 13 we are 
told to obey the authorities.” How is that for a message from 
America? Graham is America’s most famous Christian. 
Solzhenitsyn is Russia’s. The contrast is instructive.

This history is repeating itself.
In the Muslim world, Christians are being murdered, 

churches are being torched, entire ancient Christian 
communities – the Iraqi and Palestinian, for example – are 
disappearing. And, again, 2 billion Christians react with 
silence. There are some Christian groups active on behalf of 
persecuted Christians around the world. They do important 
work, and are often the primary source of information 
on persecuted Christians. But they would be the first to 
acknowledge that the Christian world is overwhelmingly 
silent when it comes to the persecution of Christians in the 
Muslim world.

This is true despite the fact that the most powerful 
Christian in the world, Pope Benedict XVI, has not been 
silent. For example, on January 10, in his annual address 
to the Vatican diplomatic corps, he spoke of “the Christian 
communities in [the Middle East] which suffer greatly 
because of their fidelity to Christ and the Church . . . the 
attacks which brought death, grief and dismay among the 
Christians of Iraq .”

He appealed directly to the Muslim world: “To the 
Muslim religious leaders I renew my heartfelt appeal that 
their Christian fellow-citizens be able to live in security.”

He continued: “In Egypt, too, in Alexandria, terrorism 
brutally struck Christians as they prayed in church.
Regarding the states of the Arabian Peninsula, where 
numerous Christian immigrant workers live, I hope that the 
Catholic Church will be able to establish suitable pastoral 
structures.”

He wasn’t done: “Particular mention must be made of the 
law against blasphemy in Pakistan: I once more encourage 
the leaders of that country to take the necessary steps to 
abrogate that law.”

And even more: “Violence against Christians does not 
spare Africa. Attacks on places of worship in Nigeria during 
the very celebrations marking the birth of Christ are another 
sad proof of this.”

Again, eight days earlier, the pope announced: “Yesterday 
morning we learned with sorrow the news of the serious 
attack on the Christian Coptic community in Alexandria, 
Egypt. This despicable act of death – like the current trend of 
setting bombs close to the homes of Christians in Iraq to force 
them to leave – offends God and the whole of humanity.”

But aside from the Pope and some activist groups, the 
Christian world is as silent today as it was when Christians 
were imprisoned and killed in the Soviet Union.

It is time to change this pattern. Christians should 
organize an international day or week of solidarity for 
persecuted Christians in the Muslim world. And not only 
Christians should attend these hopefully large events. 
Jews and Muslims should also be in attendance, and their 
representatives should speak. Jews should because it is 
right and because of all Christians did for Soviet Jewry and 
do for Israel; and Muslims should because it is right and 
because nothing would protect the good name of Muslims 
like joining non-Muslims in voicing solidarity with the 
many Christian victims of persecution in Muslim countries.

Dennis Prager is a nationally syndicated radio talk-show 
host and columnist. He may be contacted through his 
website, dennisprager.com

International Day/Week of Solidarity  
for Persecuted Christians in Muslim World
By Dennis Prager

By Giulio Meotti 

This is the saddest Easter in the long epic 
of Arab Christianity: The cross is near 

extinction in the lands of its origin. The 
much-vaunted diversity of the Middle East 
is going to be reduced to the flat monotony 
of a single religion, Islam, and to a handful 
of languages.

In 1919, the Egyptian revolution adopted 
a green flag with the crescent and the cross. 
Both Muslims and Christians participated 
in the nationalist revolution against British 
colonialism. Now, according to the Egyptian 
Federation for Human Rights, more than 70 
Christians a week are asking to leave the 
country due to Islamist threats.

The numbers are telling. Today there is only 
one Middle Eastern country where the number 
of Christians has grown: Israel. As documented 
in the Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, the 
Christian community that numbered 34,000 
people in 1949 is now 163,000-strong, and will 
reach 187,000 in 2020.

In the rest of the Middle East, the drive 
for Islamic purity is going to banish all 
traces of pre-Islamic pasts. This has affected 
not only Christians, but other non-Islamic 
communities too, such as the Zoroastrians 
and Baha’is in Iran (the late also found 
refuge in Israel, in Haifa.)

The silence of the global forums, the 

flawed conscience of human rights groups, 
the self-denial of the media and the 
Vatican’s appeasement is helping facilitate 
this Islamist campaign. According to a 
report on religious freedom compiled by 
the US Department of State, the number 
of Christians in Turkey declined from two 
million to 85,000; in Lebanon they have 
gone from 55% to 35% of the population; 
in Syria, from half the population they have 
been reduced to 4%; in Jordan, from 18% to 
2%. In Iraq, they will be exterminated.

Should the exodus of Christians from 
Bethlehem continue in the next two or 
three decades, there may be no clergy 

left to conduct religious services in Jesus’ 
birthplace. In Iran, Christians have become 
virtually non-existent since 1979, when 
Khomeini ordered the immediate closure 
of all Christian schools. In Gaza, the 3,000 
who remain are subjected to persecution. In 
Sudan, Christians in the South are forced 
into slavery. In Lebanon, the Maronites, 
the only Christians to have held political 
power in the modern Arab world, have been 
reduced to a minority because of Muslim 
violence and Hezbollah’s rise. …

In 1948, the Middle East was cleansed of 
its ancient Jews. Today is the Christians’ turn.
(Source: Israpundit)

Middle East without Christians...
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The Teenager who exposed Auschwitz

Obama’s Senior Moment

April 2011 marked the 65th anniversary 
of a daring escape from Auschwitz, by 

a teenager who then revealed the truth about 
the death camp – only to be ignored by the 
Allied leadership.

In March 1944, the Germans occupied 
Hungary and began preparing to deport that 
country’s Jews – numbering approximately 
750,0000 – to Auschwitz. A 19-year-old 
prisoner named Rudolf Vrba, together with 
fellow-inmate Alfred Wetzler, decided to 
do something that almost nobody had ever 
done before: escape from Auschwitz. They 
were determined to alert the world about the 
doom that Hungarian Jews would soon face.

On April 7, Vrba and Wetzler slipped 
away from their slave labor battalion and 
hid in a hollowed-out woodpile near the 
edge of the camp. On the advice of Soviet 
prisoners of war, the fugitives sprinkled 
the area with tobacco and gasoline, which 
confused the German dogs that were used to 
search for them.

On their second day in the woodpile, 
Vrba and Wetzler heard Allied warplanes 
overhead. “They came closer and closer – 
then bombs began to crunch not far away,” 
Vrba later recalled in his searing memoir I 
Cannot Forgive. “Our pulses quickened. 
Were they going to bomb the camp? Was the 
secret out? Was this the end of Auschwitz?”

The Allied planes were actually bombing 
German oil factories in and around the 
Auschwitz complex. The idea of bombing 
the death camp had not yet been proposed to 
the Allied leadership, and details such as the 
location of the gas chambers and crematoria 
were not yet known to the Allied war 
command. But that was about to change.

On April 10, in the dead of night, Vrba 

and Wetzler emerged from the woodpile and 
began an 11-day, 80-mile trek to Slovakia. 
There they met with Jewish leaders and 
dictated a 30-page report that came to be 
known as the “Auschwitz Protocols.” It 
included details of the mass-murder process, 
maps pinpointing the gas chambers and 
crematoria and warnings of the impending 
slaughter of Hungary’s Jews.

“One million Hungarian [Jews] are going 
to die,” Vrba told them. “Auschwitz is ready 
for them. But if you tell them now, they will 
rebel. They will never go to the ovens.”

A copy of the report was given to Rudolf 
Kastner, a Budapest Jewish leader. Instead 
of publicizing the information, Kastner 
negotiated a deal that involved bribing the 
Germans to permit a train with 1,684 of 
his relatives, friends and Hungarian Jewish 
leaders to leave the country. Kastner’s action 
became the centerpiece of a controversial 

trial in Israel after the war.
Another copy of Vrba’s Auschwitz 

Protocols was given to Rabbi Michoel Dov 
Weissmandl, a rescue activist in Bratislava, 
who then wrote the first known appeal for 
the use of Allied air power to disrupt the 
mass murder. Weissmandl’s plea to the 
Allies to bomb the railroad lines between 
Hungary and Auschwitz reached the 
Roosevelt administration in June.

Assistant secretary of war John 
McCloy responded that the request was 
“impracticable” because it would require 
“diversion of considerable air support 
essential to the success of our forces now 
engaged in decisive operations.” He also 
claimed the War Department’s position 
was based on “a study” of the issue. But 
no evidence of such a study has ever been 
found by researchers. In reality, McCloy’s 
position was based on the War Department’s 
standing policy that no military resources 
should be allocated for “rescuing victims of 
enemy oppression.”

Vrba’s report convinced the Jewish 
Agency leadership in Palestine to change 
its position on bombing. Agency leaders 
initially opposed bombing Auschwitz 
because they believed it was a labor camp, 
not a death camp. But after receiving the 
Auschwitz Protocols in June, agency 
officials lobbied British, American and 
Soviet officials to bomb the camp or the 
railways leading to it. Their requests were 
rebuffed.

Most important, a condensed version of 
the Auschwitz Protocols reached the US 
government’s War Refugee Board in June. 
It helped galvanize the board to mobilize 
international pressure on Hungary to halt 

the deportations to Auschwitz. Although 
that effort came too late for the more 
than 400,000 Hungarian Jews who had 
been shipped to their doom, it did spare 
the 200,000-plus who were still alive in 
Budapest.

The full version of the Vrba report was 
actually held up in Switzerland for three 
months by US diplomats who regarded 
it as low priority. And when the report 
finally reached Washington in October, 
the Office of War Information opposed 
distributing it; OWI director Elmer Davis 
claimed the report was actually part of a 
Nazi conspiracy to “create contempt for the 
[Jewish] inmates” by showing that the Jews 
were not resisting their killers.

Fortunately, Davis and his cockamamie 
theories were too late to blunt the impact 
of the Auschwitz Protocols. The Hungarian 
deportations had been stopped, and Rudolf 
Vrba and Alfred Wetzler had played a 
significant role in bringing that about.

(Dr. Rafael Medoff is the founding director of The 
David Wyman Institute for Holocaust Studies, which 
is based in Washington, D.C. and focuses on issues 
related to America’s response to the Holocaust)

Seeking to put some distance between 
himself and the diplomatic drama back 

in Washington, US President Barack Obama 
departed for Great Britain, where he made a 
highly revealing mistake.

After visiting Westminster Abbey 
and laying a wreath on the Grave of the 
Unknown Soldier, Obama signed the guest 
book.

“It is a great privilege to commemorate 
our common heritage and common 
sacrifice,” he wrote, before signing his name 
and adding the date: “24 May 2008.”

2008?!
That was three years ago! Even the 

liberals over at The New Yorker could not 
help themselves, taunting the commander-
in-chief with the headline: “President 
Obama has no idea what year it is.” Now all 
of us, of course, have our “senior moments” 
– flashes of forgetfulness about where the 
car keys we were holding five minutes 
ago have gone. And who hasn’t had the 
awkward experience of periodically having 
to ponder that most Socratic of all musings: 
Is today Tuesday or Wednesday?

Nonetheless, Obama’s slip-up is more 
than a momentary lapse. It is an illuminating 
incident that reveals a lot about the 
American president.

I’m no psychologist, but I’d say Obama 
is clearly looking back longingly to the 
days when he was a candidate whose only 
responsibility was to smile for the cameras 
and deliver speeches. Indeed, it almost 
seems like he was trying to reorder reality.

Such an attitude may be very human, 
but it isn’t quite presidential. A leader is 

someone who must grapple with today 
while planning for tomorrow. Life is not a 
Michael J. Fox movie, and there are no time 
machines that allow us to go back to the 
future.

Yet this fantasy is precisely what seems 
to guide the president’s policy on the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. In his address to 
AIPAC, Obama asserted that “the borders 
of Israel and Palestine should be based on 
the 1967 lines, with mutually agreed swaps” 
– reiterating remarks he made at the State 
Department last week.

In other words, he would simply like to 
travel back to before the 1967 Six Day War 
began, ignoring the lessons of that conflict 

and its outcome.
Such a suggestion is not only naïve, but 

also dangerous.
If Israelis learned anything from 

that encounter, it is that the pre-1967 
frontiers were an invitation to potential 
extermination. They were indefensible and 
untenable and only served to whet our foes’ 
appetite for war.

Remember, in the run-up to the fighting, 
the Arab leaders made it chillingly clear that 
their aim was to destroy the Jewish state.

On May 20, 1967, Hafez Assad (then 
serving as Syria’s defense minister) said: 
“Our forces are now entirely ready to 
initiate the act of liberation itself, and to 
explode the Zionist presence in the Arab 
homeland. I, as a military man, believe that 
the time has come to enter into a battle of 
annihilation.”

On May 26, Egyptian president Gamal 
Nasser declared in a speech to his nation: 
“Our basic aim will be to destroy Israel.”

And at a press conference the following 
day, PLO founder Ahmad Shukeiry said: 
“D-Day is approaching. The Arabs have 
waited 19 years for this, and will not flinch 
from the war of liberation.”

On May 30, Cairo Radio was even more 
explicit: “Israel has two choices, both of 
which are drenched with Israeli blood: 
Either it will be strangled by the Arab 
military and economic siege, or it will be 
killed by the bullets of the Arab armies 
surrounding it from the south, from the 
north and from the east.”

A week later, the war began. And a week 
after that, it had ended, leaving Israel in 

control of Judea, Samaria, Gaza and the 
Golan Heights.

In 1967, the State of Israel was faced 
with the threat of extinction. It fought off its 
enemies and liberated the cradle of ancient 
Jewish civilization, reuniting Jerusalem and 
depriving our enemies of the platform from 
which they had sought to destroy us.

By invoking the pre-’67 lines, Obama has 
essentially said that all this didn’t matter, 
and that Israel’s acquisition of territory in 
an act of pure self-defense was somehow 
illegitimate.

He would like to simply push the 
“rewind” button, returning the Jewish state 
to an unsustainable vulnerability.

But this attempt at time travel is little 
more than political science fiction. It is pure 
illusion and, as Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu made so eloquently clear in his 
address to Congress on  recently, it cannot 
and will not happen.

As much as Obama might wish to brush 
aside the past, that would be an insult to 
history and a menace to our destiny.

So let’s get one thing straight: Israel did 
not “occupy” Judea and Samaria – we won 
that territory, fair and square. The war of 
1967 was one that Israel neither asked for nor 
initiated. But with God’s help we won it. And 
we will never go back to what came before.

It’s 2011, Mr. President. Get used to it.

(Michael Freund is Founder and Chairman of Shavei 
Israel (www.shavei.org), which reaches out and assists 
“lost Jews” seeking to return to the Jewish people. He 
writes a syndicated column and feature stories for the 
Jerusalem Post)

By Rafael Medoff

By Michael Freund

Rudolph Vrba in 1946. He was just 19 when he 
escaped from Auschwitz in March 1944

Auschwitz
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I am deeply honored by your warm welcome. And I am 
deeply honored that you have given me the opportunity to 

address Congress a second time. Mr. Vice President, do you 
remember the time we were the new kids in town? And I do 
see a lot of old friends here. And I do see a lot of new friends 
of Israel here. Democrats and Republicans alike.

Israel has no better friend than America. And America 
has no better friend than Israel. We stand together to defend 
democracy. We stand together to advance peace. We stand 
together to fight terrorism. Congratulations America, 
Congratulations, Mr. President. You got bin Laden. Good 
riddance.

In an unstable Middle East, Israel is the one anchor of 
stability. In a region of shifting alliances, Israel is America’s 
unwavering ally. Israel has always been pro-American. Israel 
will always be pro-American.

My friends, you don’t need to do nation building in Israel. 
We’re already built. You don’t need to export democracy to 
Israel. We’ve already got it. You don’t need to send American 
troops to defend Israel. We defend ourselves. You’ve been 
very generous in giving us tools to do the job of defending 
Israel on our own. Thank you all, and thank you President 
Obama, for your steadfast commitment to Israel’s security. I 
know economic times are tough. I deeply appreciate this.

Support for Israel’s security is a wise investment in 
our common future. For an epic battle is now unfolding in 
the Middle East, between tyranny and freedom. A great 
convulsion is shaking the earth from the Khyber Pass to the 
Straits of Gibraltar. The tremors have shattered states and 
toppled governments. And we can all see that the ground is 
still shifting. Now this historic moment holds the promise of 
a new dawn of freedom and opportunity. Millions of young 
people are determined to change their future. We all look 
at them. They muster courage. They risk their lives. They 
demand dignity. They desire liberty.

These extraordinary scenes in Tunis and Cairo evoke those 
of Berlin and Prague in 1989. Yet as we share their hopes, 
but we also must also remember that those hopes could be 
snuffed out as they were in Tehran in 1979. You remember 
what happened then. The brief democratic spring in Iran was 
cut short by a ferocious and unforgiving tyranny. This same 
tyranny smothered Lebanon’s democratic Cedar Revolution, 
and inflicted on that long-suffering country, the medieval rule 
of Hezbollah.

So today, the Middle East stands at a fateful crossroads. 
Like all of you, I pray that the peoples of the region choose 
the path less travelled, the path of liberty. No one knows what 
this path consists of better than you. This path is not paved by 
elections alone. It is paved when governments permit protests 
in town squares, when limits are placed on the powers of 
rulers, when judges are beholden to laws and not men, and 
when human rights cannot be crushed by tribal loyalties or 
mob rule.

Israel has always embraced this path, in the Middle East 
has long rejected it. In a region where women are stoned, 
gays are hanged, Christians are persecuted, Israel stands out. 
It is different.

As the great English writer George Eliot predicted over a 
century ago, that once established, the Jewish state will “shine 
like a bright star of freedom amid the despotisms of the East”. 
Well, she was right. We have a free press, independent courts, 
an open economy, rambunctious parliamentary debates. You 
think you guys are tough on one another in Congress? Come 
spend a day in the Knesset. Be my guest.

Courageous Arab protesters are now struggling to secure 
these very same rights for their peoples, for their societies. 
We’re proud that over one million Arab citizens of Israel have 
been enjoying these rights for decades. Of the 300 million 
Arabs in the Middle East and North Africa, only Israel’s Arab 
citizens enjoy real democratic rights. I want you to stop for 
a second and think about that. Of those 300 million Arabs, 
less than one-half of one-percent are truly free, and they’re 
all citizens of Israel.

This startling fact reveals a basic truth: Israel is not what is 
wrong about the Middle East. Israel is what is right about the 
Middle East.

Israel fully supports the desire of Arab peoples in our region 
to live freely. We long for the day when Israel will be one of 
many real democracies in the Middle East. Fifteen years ago, 
I stood at this very podium, and said that democracy must 
start to take root in the Arab World. Well, it’s begun to take 
root. This beginning holds the promise of a brilliant future of 
peace and prosperity. For I believe that a Middle East that is 
genuinely democratic will be a Middle East truly at peace.

But while we hope and work for the best, we must also 
recognize that powerful forces oppose this future. They 
oppose modernity. They oppose democracy. They oppose 
peace. Foremost among these forces is Iran. The tyranny in 
Tehran brutalizes its own people. It supports attacks against 
American troops in Afghanistan and Iraq. It subjugates 
Lebanon and Gaza. It sponsors terror worldwide.

When I last stood here, I spoke of the dire consequences 
of Iran developing nuclear weapons. Now time is running 
out, and the hinge of history may soon turn. For the greatest 
danger facing humanity could soon be upon us: A militant 
Islamic regime armed with nuclear weapons.

Militant Islam threatens the world. It threatens Islam. 
I have no doubt that it will ultimately be defeated. It will 
eventually succumb to the forces of freedom and progress. 
But like other fanaticisms that were doomed to fail, militant 
Islam could exact a horrific price from all of us before its 
inevitable demise.

A nuclear-armed Iran would ignite a nuclear arms race in 
the Middle East. It would give terrorists a nuclear umbrella. 
It would make the nightmare of nuclear terrorism a clear 
and present danger throughout the world. I want you to 
understand what this means. They could put the bomb 
anywhere. They could put it on a missile. It could be on a 
container ship in a port, or in a suitcase on a subway.

Now the threat to my country cannot be overstated. Those 
who dismiss it are sticking their heads in the sand. Less than 
seven decades after six million Jews were murdered, Iran’s 
leaders deny the Holocaust of the Jewish people, while 
calling for the annihilation of the Jewish state.

Leaders, who spew such venom, should be banned 
from every respectable forum on the planet. But there is 
something that makes the outrage even greater: The lack of 
outrage. In much of the international community, the calls 
for our destruction are met with utter silence. It is even worse 
because there are many who rush to condemn Israel for 
defending itself against Iran’s terror proxies.

But not you. Not America. You have acted differently. 
You’ve condemned the Iranian regime for its genocidal aims. 
You’ve passed tough sanctions against Iran. History will 
salute you, America.

President Obama has said that the United States is 

determined to prevent Iran from developing nuclear weapons. 
He successfully led the Security Council to adopt sanctions 
against Iran. You in Congress passed even tougher sanctions. 
These words and deeds are vitally important.

Yet the Ayatollah regime briefly suspended its nuclear 
program only once, in 2003, when it feared the possibility of 
military action. That same year, Muammar Qadaffi gave up 
his nuclear weapons program, and for the same reason. The 
more Iran believes that all options are on the table, the less 
the chance of confrontation. This is why I ask you to continue 
to send an unequivocal message: That America will never 
permit Iran to develop nuclear weapons.

As for Israel, if history has taught the Jewish people 
anything, it is that we must take calls for our destruction 
seriously. We are a nation that rose from the ashes of the 
Holocaust. When we say never again, we mean never again. 
Israel always reserves the right to defend itself.

My friends, while Israel will be ever vigilant in its defense, 
we will never give up on our quest for peace. I guess we’ll 
give it up when we achieve it. Israel wants peace. Israel needs 
peace. We’ve achieved historic peace agreements with Egypt 
and Jordan that have held up for decades.

I remember what it was like before we had peace. I was 
nearly killed in a firefight inside the Suez Canal. I mean that 
literally. I battled terrorists along both banks of the Jordan 
River. Too many Israelis have lost loved ones. I know their 
grief. I lost my brother.

So no one in Israel wants a return to those terrible days. 
The peace with Egypt and Jordan has long served as an 
anchor of stability and peace in the heart of the Middle East.

This peace should be bolstered by economic and political 
support to all those who remain committed to peace.

The peace agreements with Egypt and Jordan are vital. 
But they’re not enough. We must also find a way to forge a 
lasting peace with the Palestinians. Two years ago, I publicly 
committed to a solution of two states for two peoples: A 
Palestinian state alongside the Jewish state.

I am willing to make painful compromises to achieve this 
historic peace. As the leader of Israel, it is my responsibility 
to lead my people to peace. This is not easy for me. I 
recognize that in a genuine peace, we will be required to 
give up parts of the Jewish homeland. In Judea and Samaria, 
the Jewish people are not foreign occupiers. We are not the 
British in India. We are not the Belgians in the Congo.

This is the land of our forefathers, the Land of Israel, to 
which Abraham brought the idea of one God, where David 
set out to confront Goliath, and where Isaiah saw a vision 
of eternal peace. No distortion of history can deny the four 
thousand year old bond, between the Jewish people and the 
Jewish land.

But there is another truth: The Palestinians share this small 
land with us. We seek a peace in which they will be neither 
Israel’s subjects nor its citizens. They should enjoy a national 
life of dignity as a free, viable and independent people in 
their own state. They should enjoy a prosperous economy, 
where their creativity and initiative can flourish.

We’ve already seen the beginnings of what is possible. 
In the last two years, the Palestinians have begun to build 
a better life for themselves. Prime Minister Fayad has led 
this effort. I wish him a speedy recovery from his recent 
operation. We’ve helped the Palestinian economy by 
removing hundreds of barriers and roadblocks to the free 
flow of goods and people. The results have been nothing 
short of remarkable. The Palestinian economy is booming. 
It’s growing by more than 10% a year.

Palestinian cities look very different today than they 
did just a few years ago. They have shopping malls, movie 
theaters, restaurants, banks. They even have e-businesses. 
This is all happening without peace. Imagine what could 
happen with peace. Peace would herald a new day for both 
peoples. It would make the dream of a broader Arab-Israeli 
peace a realistic possibility.

Continued on page 13
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So now here is the question. You have to ask it. If the 
benefits of peace with the Palestinians are so clear, why has 
peace eluded us? Because all six Israeli Prime Ministers since 
the signing of Oslo accords agreed to establish a Palestinian 
state. Myself included. So why has peace not been achieved? 
Because so far, the Palestinians have been unwilling to 
accept a Palestinian state, if it meant accepting a Jewish state 
alongside it.

You see, our conflict has never been about the 
establishment of a Palestinian state. It has always been about 
the existence of the Jewish state. This is what this conflict 
is about. In 1947, the United Nations voted to partition the 
land into a Jewish state and an Arab state. The Jews said yes. 
The Palestinians said no. In recent years, the Palestinians 
twice refused generous offers by Israeli Prime Ministers, to 
establish a Palestinian state on virtually all the territory won 
by Israel in the Six Day War.

They were simply unwilling to end the conflict. And I 
regret to say this: They continue to educate their children to 
hate. They continue to name public squares after terrorists. 
And worst of all, they continue to perpetuate the fantasy 
that Israel will one day be flooded by the descendants of 
Palestinian refugees.

My friends, this must come to an end. President Abbas 
must do what I have done. I stood before my people, and I 
told you it wasn’t easy for me, and I said – “I will accept a 
Palestinian state”. It is time for President Abbas to stand 
before his people and say – “I will accept a Jewish state”.

Those six words will change history. They will make clear 
to the Palestinians that this conflict must come to an end. 
That they are not building a state to continue the conflict with 
Israel, but to end it. They will convince the people of Israel 
that they have a true partner for peace. With such a partner, 
the people of Israel will be prepared to make a far-reaching 
compromise. I will be prepared to make a far-reaching 
compromise.

This compromise must reflect the dramatic demographic 
changes that have occurred since 1967. The vast majority of 
the 650,000 Israelis who live beyond the 1967 lines, reside 
in neighborhoods and suburbs of Jerusalem and Greater Tel 
Aviv.

These areas are densely populated but geographically 
quite small. Under any realistic peace agreement, these 
areas, as well as other places of critical strategic and national 
importance, will be incorporated into the final borders of 
Israel.

The status of the settlements will be decided only in 
negotiations. But we must also be honest. So I am saying 
today something that should be said publicly by anyone 
serious about peace. In any peace agreement that ends 
the conflict, some settlements will end up beyond Israel’s 
borders. The precise delineation of those borders must be 

negotiated. We will be very generous on the size of a future 
Palestinian state. But as President Obama said, the border 
will be different than the one that existed on June 4, 1967. 
Israel will not return to the indefensible lines of 1967.

We recognize that a Palestinian state must be big enough 
to be viable, independent and prosperous. President Obama 
rightly referred to Israel as the homeland of the Jewish 
people, just as he referred to the future Palestinian state as 
the homeland of the Palestinian people. Jews from around 
the world have a right to immigrate to the Jewish state. 
Palestinians from around the world should have a right 
to immigrate, if they so choose, to a Palestinian state. This 
means that the Palestinian refugee problem will be resolved 
outside the borders of Israel.

As for Jerusalem, only a democratic Israel has protected 
freedom of worship for all faiths in the city. Jerusalem must 
never again be divided. Jerusalem must remain the united 
capital of Israel. I know that this is a difficult issue for 
Palestinians. But I believe with creativity and goodwill a 
solution can be found.

This is the peace I plan to forge with a Palestinian partner 
committed to peace. But you know very well, that in the 
Middle East, the only peace that will hold is a peace you can 
defend.

So peace must be anchored in security. In recent years, 
Israel withdrew from South Lebanon and Gaza. But we didn’t 
get peace. Instead, we got 12,000 thousand rockets fired from 
those areas on our cities, on our children, by Hezbollah and 
Hamas. The UN peacekeepers in Lebanon failed to prevent 
the smuggling of this weaponry. The European observers in 
Gaza evaporated overnight. So if Israel simply walked out of 
the territories, the flow of weapons into a future Palestinian 
state would be unchecked. Missiles fired from it could reach 
virtually every home in Israel in less than a minute. I want 
you to think about that too. Imagine that right now we all had 
less than 60 seconds to find shelter from an incoming rocket. 

Would you live that way? Would anyone live that way? Well, 
we aren’t going to live that way either.

The truth is that Israel needs unique security arrangements 
because of its unique size. Israel is one of the smallest 
countries in the world. Mr. Vice President, I’ll grant you this. 
It’s bigger than Delaware. It’s even bigger than Rhode Island. 
But that’s about it. Israel on the 1967 lines would be half the 
width of the Washington Beltway.

Now here’s a bit of nostalgia. I first came to Washington 
thirty years ago as a young diplomat. It took me a while, 
but I finally figured it out: There is an America beyond the 
Beltway. But Israel on the 1967 lines would be only nine 
miles wide. So much for strategic depth.

So it is therefore absolutely vital for Israel’s security that 
a Palestinian state be fully demilitarized. And it is vital that 
Israel maintain a long-term military presence along the 
Jordan River. Solid security arrangements on the ground are 
necessary not only to protect the peace; they are necessary to 
protect Israel in case the peace unravels. For in our unstable 
region, no one can guarantee that our peace partners today 
will be there tomorrow.

And when I say tomorrow, I don’t mean some distant 
time in the future. I mean tomorrow. Peace can be achieved 
only around the negotiating table. The Palestinian attempt 
to impose a settlement through the United Nations will not 
bring peace. It should be forcefully opposed by all those 
who want to see this conflict end. I appreciate the President’s 
clear position on this issue. Peace cannot be imposed. It must 
be negotiated. But it can only be negotiated with partners 
committed to peace.

And Hamas is not a partner for peace. Hamas remains 
committed to Israel’s destruction and to terrorism. They 
have a charter. That charter not only calls for the obliteration 
of Israel, but says ‘kill the Jews wherever you find them’. 
Hamas’ leader condemned the killing of Osama bin Laden 
and praised him as a holy warrior. Now again I want to make 
this clear. Israel is prepared to sit down today and negotiate 
peace with the Palestinian Authority. I believe we can fashion 
a brilliant future of peace for our children. But Israel will 
not negotiate with a Palestinian government backed by the 
Palestinian version of Al Qaeda.

So I say to President Abbas: Tear up your pact with Hamas, 
Sit down and negotiate! Make peace with the Jewish state! 
And if you do, I promise you this. Israel will not be the last 
country to welcome a Palestinian state as a new member of 
the United Nations. It will be the first to do so.

My friends, the momentous trials of the last century, and 
the unfolding events of this century, attest to the decisive 
role of the United States in advancing peace and defending 
freedom. Providence entrusted the United States to be the 
guardian of liberty. All peoples who cherish freedom owe a 
profound debt of gratitude to your great nation. Among the 
most grateful nations is my nation, the people of Israel, who 
have fought for their liberty and survival against impossible 
odds, in ancient and modern times alike.

I speak on behalf of the Jewish people and the Jewish state 
when I say to you, representatives of America, Thank you. 
Thank you for your unwavering support for Israel. Thank 
you for ensuring that the flame of freedom burns bright 
throughout the world. May God bless all of you. And may 
God forever bless the United States of America.

(PM Netanyahu’s speech to US Congress, 24 May 2011)

Continued from page 12
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At just 15 Avi Be’eri was sold to slave traders who 
smuggled him into Israel from Guinea, he managed to 

turn his life around and will now become an IDF officer Avi 
Be’eri’s life story could have easily become a successful 
soap opera. It started with the death of his parents in 
Guinea, continued with slave traders smuggling him into 
Israel and through to the IDF officers course, which he is 
due to complete on Tuesday.

The 21-year old, whose real name is actually Ibrahim, 
was born in the city of Labe in Guinea. When he was a 
year old his father died of cancer and he and his mother 
moved in with his uncle. His mother always emphasized 
the importance of an education and even saved up money to 
send him to school. But when he was just 13 years old she 
died and he was left alone in the world.

Life in his uncle’s house was harsh and so he ran away 
to the local market, helping merchants in exchange for a 
place to sleep at night. One day he felt his luck was about 
to change one of the merchants told him that in Israel it 
was possible to earn $3,000 a month. The merchant offered 
to pay for his air ticket in exchange for a percentage of 
Ibrahim’s monthly salary.

“I knew nothing about Israel,” he says in his fluent 
Hebrew. “I was an innocent kid and thought he really 
wanted to help me.”

Avi arrived in Cairo with just a small backpack and 
nothing else. The local contact was waiting for him. “There 
were eight of us Africans, he put us under a big blanket on a 
truck and drove off,” Avi recalls.

“The whole journey my mother’s voice was echoing 
in my head saying ‘they sold you into slavery’.” The 
journey to Israel was an ongoing hell. “At night we drove 
and throughout the day, Bedouins with guns watched over 
us. One night we arrived in Eilat and from there on to Tel 
Aviv.”

At Tel Aviv’s Central Bus Station he was left all alone. 

“I was 15, the only black guy among the white,” he said. “I 
noticed someone who was the same color as me and asked 
him where the migrant workers sleep.” Avi started working 
as a dishwasher and was told by other migrant workers to 
send a letter to the UN’s Refugee Committee in Jerusalem.

Their response was that he wasn’t eligible for refugee 

status as there was “no war in Guinea”. He was then sent to 
Tel Aviv’s Shanti House – a home for children at risk. “I had 
to escape to make money,” he remembers. “I knew that if I 
was deported back to Guinea without the money I owed the 
merchant who bought me the air ticket would butcher me.”

Yet just a short time after he arrived, Avi was arrested by 
immigration police. He was transferred to a holding facility 
as a deportation candidate. It seemed like his worst fears 
were about to come true.

Avi’s saviors were Susana and Azion Oshri from the 
communal settlement of Massad. They welcomed him into 
their home. Under their sponsorship Avi went back to school 
and appealed to the then Interior Minister over his status. 
The minister decided to offer the case special consideration 
and presented him with an Israeli citizenship.

When he received his identity card he changed his name 
to Avi – making it official. After completing his studies and 
receiving his high school diploma, Avi enlisted in the IDF.

Recently Avi completed his officers’ course and will be 
promoted to the rank of Second Lieutenant. “I really do 
feel like someone who is making history,” he says with 
pride. “Who would have believed that I, who arrived in this 
country with nothing, sat in prison and was nearly deported, 
would become an IDF officer and serve at the IDF adjutancy 
helping Israelis integrate into the army?”

Avi already has big plans for his future. “I feel like every 
door is open to me and see myself as a Jew in every way. 
My next challenge is to convert, marry and start a family. 
I want to go to university and study International Relations 
and then work in the Foreign Ministry to promote Guinea-
Israel relations. My dream is to contribute as much as I can 
to this country. There aren’t enough words to express my 
thanks.”

(Source: www.ynetnews.com)

From Slave to IDF officer
By Shadar Smir

Avi Be’eri: “I was an innocent kid”                                (Photo: IDF Spokesperson)

By Michael Brown

Is there any subject more controversial 
than the question of the legitimacy of the 

modern State of Israel? Is it the eternal home 
of the Jewish people, promised to them by 
God Himself? Or is it the illegitimate home 
of violent Jewish occupiers, an apartheid 
state guilty of ethnic cleansing? Or is it 
something in between? In the midst of the 
often emotional arguments on both sides, it 
is helpful to review five simple truths about 
the Mideast conflict.

1 There is no such thing as a historic 
“Palestinian people” living in the 
Middle East. To be sure, there have 

been Arabs living in the land of Palestine 
for centuries. (The land of Israel was 
derisively renamed “Palestine” by the 
Romans in the second century A.D.). And 
it is true that some of these families have 
lived in Palestine without interruption for 
many generations. But at no time before 
1967 did these Arabs identify themselves as 
“Palestinians,” nor did they seek to achieve 
any kind of statehood there. As expressed 
by former terrorist Walid Shoebat, “Why is 
it that on June 4th 1967 I was a Jordanian 
and overnight I became a Palestinian?”

Before 1967, there was no such thing as 
Arab, Palestinian nationalism and no attempt 
to develop the territory as a homeland for 
the Arabs who lived there, and in 1936, 
when the Palestine Orchestra was formed, it 
was a Jewish orchestra. In fact, the original 
name of the Jerusalem Post, the flagship 
Jewish newspaper, was the Palestine Post.

There is no question that there are several 
million people who identify themselves as 
Palestinians today, and many of these people 
have suffered great hardship in recent years. 
Nonetheless, the concept of a Palestinian 

people is a modern invention, and it is 
part of the anti-Israel propaganda machine 
without any basis in fact. The recent 
comments of Palestinian Authority leader 
Mahmoud Abbas, claiming a 9,000 year 
Palestinian pedigree, are purely fictional: 
“Oh, Netanyahu, you are incidental in 
history; we are the people of history. We are 
the owners of history.”

2 There were anti-Jewish intifadas in 
Palestine two decades before the 
founding of the State of Israel in 

1948. We are often told that Jews and Arabs 
coexisted peacefully in Palestine prior to 
the formation of the Jewish state in 1948, 
or at least, prior to the rise of strong Jewish 
nationalism. In reality, as Jews began 
to return to their one and only ancestral 
homeland in the late 19th century, hostilities 
began to rise among their Arab neighbors, 
despite the fact that there was more than 

enough room for both. 
Husseini’s Jew-hatred was the anti-Jewish 

sentiment found in the Koran and early 
Muslim traditions. Post-1948 Jew-hatred 
simply built on centuries of Islamic 
anti-Semitism.

3Jewish refugees fleeing from Muslim 
and Arab countries were absorbed by 
Israel after 1948; Arab refugees fleeing 

from Israel after 1948 were not absorbed by 
Muslim and Arab countries. Despite the fact 
that the Muslim nations surrounding Israel 
are 650 times the size of this tiny state, they 
made no effort to absorb the approximately 
600,000 Arab refugees who fled Israel in 
1948 when war was declared on Israel by 
five neighboring Arab nations.

To this day, these refugees are not 
welcomed by other Arab states. As 
expressed more than 20 years ago by 
Ralph Galloway, former head of the United 
Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestinian Refugees, “The Arab States do 
want to solve the refugee problem. They 
want to keep it as an open sore, as an affront 
to the United Nations and as a weapon 
against Israel.” Yet Israel absorbed roughly 
800,000 Jewish refugees that had to flee 
from Muslim nations after 1948.

4 Only one side in the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict is truly committed to peaceful 
co-existence. It is often stated that if the 

Palestinians put down their weapons, there 
would be no more war but if the Israelis put 
down their weapons, there would be no more 
Israel. This is not to say that all Palestinians 
are warmongers and all Israelis are doves. 
But the vast majority of Israelis are not 
driven by a radical ideology that calls for the 

extermination of their Arab neighbors, nor 
are they teaching their children songs about 
the virtues of religious martyrdom.

Israel does not relish spending a major 
portion of its budget on defense, nor does 
it relish sending its sons and daughters into 
military service. It simply will not surrender 
Jerusalem, its historic and religious capital, 
and it will not commit regional suicide by 
retreating to indefensible borders. In return 
it simply asks the Palestinians to say, “We 
embrace your right to exist.”

5The current uprisings throughout 
the Muslim and Arab world today 
remind us that Israel cannot fairly be 

blamed for all the tension and conflicts in 
the region. The nation of Israel is obviously 
not faultless in the current conflict, but it is 
ludicrous to think that without the presence 
of this supposed evil nation in the Middle 
East, all would be well. There have been 
constant disputes between Hamas and the 
Palestinian Authority, and in 1980, Abd 
Alhalim Khaddam, then Syria’s Foreign 
Minister, admitted, “If we look at a map of 
the Arab Homeland, we can hardly find two 
countries without conflict. . . . We can hardly 
find two countries which are not either in a 
state of war or on the road to war.”

Certainly, there are many obstacles that 
stand in the way of a true peace between the 
Israelis and Palestinians, and the road ahead 
is fraught with uncertainty, but it would be 
a good starting point if we replaced myths 
and emotional arguments with facts.

(Michael L. Brown is an Old Testament scholar, 
professor, itinerant speaker, and author who has 
preached in numerous countries and written twenty 
books. He is the founder and president of ICN 
Ministries).

Five Simple Truths about the Mideast Conflict

Michael Brown
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Israel just celebrated its 63rd birthday.
For most countries, that number would 

elicit a shrug of the shoulders. Not in 
Israel’s case.

Considering Israel’s extraordinary history, 
each birthday is a cause for celebration – 
and admiration.

It’s quite a story – and it drives Israel’s 
foes bonkers. Try as they might, they 
haven’t managed to sap Israel’s will to 
survive, nor its capacity to thrive.

How can it be that this tiny nation, the size 
of New Jersey or Wales, could defend itself 
through thick and thin against determined, 
well-funded, and numerous adversaries?

How can it be that this small sliver of 
land, one percent the size of Saudi Arabia 
and bereft of any natural resources until 
recent offshore discoveries of natural gas, 
could catapult itself into the top tier of 
advanced nations?

And how can it be that the flag of 
democracy could be planted in Israel in 
1948 and celebrated in this lone oasis to the 
present day, while surrounded by what the 
world today should better understand as a 
prevailing culture of despotism, emergency 
rule, torture, cronyism, and corruption?

No, Israel is not perfect. Of course not. 
And yes, Israel, like other democratic 
societies, remains very much a work in 
progress.

There’s still much to be done in 
addressing relations between Jew and Jew, 
Jew and Arab, democracy and religion, 
and rich and poor. Moreover, the quest for 
a durable peace – a lot tougher than the 

editorial writers at the Financial Times or 
New York Times would have you believe 
– raises difficult and divisive questions 
about how best to get there, and whether 
it’s even possible in the current regional 
environment.

These issues aren’t going away anytime 
soon. Nonetheless, Israel’s birthday provides 
an occasion to pause, take a deep breath, 
and marvel at what has been achieved.

An ancient people, born and rooted in this 
land, have built a modern, dynamic state.

The age-old cry of the Jewish people, 
“Next year in Jerusalem,” is now this year.

The psalmist’s remembrance of the tears 
of exile in Babylon has been replaced by the 
joy of the return home.

A language of old has been restored.
A dry, barren soil has become lush with 

the fruits of the earth.
A people decimated by the Nazi Final 

Solution experienced sovereign regeneration 
only three years after the Holocaust.

A nation confronted by a war of 
extinction on its very first day – and 
relentlessly thereafter with more wars, 
waves of terrorism, economic boycotts, 
blood-curdling incitement, assaults on its 
legitimacy, you name it – has never given 
up or given in.

Despite the ever-present threats, Israelis 
have embraced life to the fullest, not 
succumbing to a siege mentality, nor 
losing the yearning for enduring peace and 
normalcy.

Israeli society has developed rapidly, 
enriched by wave after wave of new 

immigrants. In recent years, for example, 
thousands of African Christians and 
Muslims have risked life and limb, crossing 
inhospitable lands such as Egypt, to seek a 
new start in, yes, Israel.

It’s hard to visualize the real Israel if the 
only lens is the conflict-obsessed media. 
In actuality, Israel today is a high-octane, 
multicultural, and open society.

First-time visitors are inevitably surprised.
They often expect to be met with dark 

colors, a brooding mindset, and the shadow 
of war. Instead, they soon discover why 
Lonely Planet named Tel Aviv the third 
hippest city in 2011, and why the 2010 UN 
Human Development Report ranked Israel 
#15 among the world’s nations – ahead of 
the United Kingdom and Denmark and just 
behind France – in terms of education, health, 
and other indices of an advanced society.

They also might learn that Israelis have 
won more Nobel Prizes than all the countries 
surrounding them combined. Or that, 
incredibly for a nation of only seven million, 
Israeli high-tech companies – prominent in 
such fields as biotechnology, alternative 
energy, and communications – now rank 
second, after the U.S., in the number of 
listings on the NASDAQ stock exchange.

They see Arabic as an official language of 
the country, and functioning mosques and 
churches throughout the land.

And, above all, perhaps, visitors to 
Israel encounter a deeply-rooted and 
pervasive national spirit that is hard to 
put in words. Apropos, maybe if more of 
Israel’s adversaries would see it up close 

with open eyes rather than judge it blindly 
from a distance, they’d come to understand 
two things. First, Israel is a far cry from 
the place they’ve conjured up in their 
one-dimensional minds. Second, Israelis 
will not be defeated in their determination 
to defend their country.

There’s a story that God became so 
furious with the sorry state of the world that 
he announced a new flood would engulf 
the planet in two weeks. In response, the 
French president told the nation that, as 
the end was near, there’d be no more work 
and everyone was encouraged to enjoy la 
joie de vivre. The Italian prime minister 
announced that, with only 14 days left, all 
Italians should take full advantage of la 
dolce vita. Meanwhile, the Israeli prime 
minister informed the Israeli people: “We 
have exactly two weeks to learn how to live 
underwater.”

That just about says it all.
Through courage, inspiration, sacrifice, 

and innovation, and in defiance of all the 
odds, Israelis have built a remarkable 
country in their ancestral home. Again, 
the work is unfinished and the challenges 
are many. But in 63 short years, Israelis 
have proved the late Prime Minister David 
Ben-Gurion right when he said: “In Israel, 
in order to be a realist you must believe in 
miracles.”

Happy 63rd birthday, Israel!

(David Harris is Executive Director, AJC; Senior 
Associate, St. Antony’s College, Oxford University)

Source: Huffington Post

Israel is the 100th smallest country, 
and has about 1/1000th of the world’s 

population. It is only 62 years old.
Only 62 years old, 7 million people strong 

(less than Virginia), and smaller in size than 
New Jersey, surrounded by enemies, under 
constant threat and possessing almost no 
natural resources, and yet…

Relative to its population, Israel is the 
largest immigrant-absorbing nation on earth. 
It has absorbed 350% of its population in 60 
years.

Israel is the only country in history to 
have revived an unspoken language.

Since the founding of the state, Israel has 
won more Nobel Prices per capita than any 
other country other than Switzerland. It has 
more laureates in real numbers than China, 
Mexico and Spain.

Israel has the 8th longest life expectancy 
(80.7 years), longer than the UK, US,  

and Germany.
Israeli films were nominated three years in a 

row for the Academy Award’s Best Foreign Film.

Environment
Israel is the only country that entered the 

21st century with a net gain in its number 
of trees, even more remarkable -- in an area 
that’s mainly desert.

Over 90% of Israeli homes use solar 
energy for hot water, the highest percentage 
in the world.

Israel will be the first country to host a 
national electric car network.

Israel is ranked in the top five Cleantech 
countries of the world, and operates the 
world’s largest desalinization plant.

Israeli companies are producing the largest 
solar energy production facility in the world.

Science & Technology
Israel leads the world in the number of 

scientists and technicians in the workforce, 
63% more than the U.S. It also has the most 
physicians and engineers per capita.

Israel’s scientific research institutions are 
ranked 3rd in the world.

Israel is ranked 2nd in space sciences.
Israel produces the 3rd most scientific papers 

per capita, and the most in stem cell science.
More Israeli patents are registered in the 

United States than from Russia, India and 
China combined (combined population 2.5 
billion). It leads the world in patents for 
medical equipment.

Israeli companies invented the drip 
irrigation system, discovered the world’s 
most used drug for multiple sclerosis, 
designed the Pentium NMX Chip 
technology and the Pentium 4 and Centrium 
microprocessors, created Instant Messenger 
(ICQ), and Israeli cows produce more milk 
per cow than any other in the world.

Business
Israel has the 3rd highest rate of 

entrepreneurship among women in the world.
Israel has attracted the most venture 

capital investment per capita in the world, 
30 times more than Europe.

Israel has more NASDAQ-listed 
companies than any country besides the US 
-- more than all of Europe, India, China and 
Japan combined.

In proportion to its population, Israel has 
the largest number of startup companies in the 
world. In absolute numbers, Israel has more 
startups than any country other than the U.S.

Defying the Odds
Israel is the only country whose 

indigenous population returned to its native 
land after 2,000 years of forced exile.

There are 26 official Muslim states in the 
world, and 18 official Christian states, but 
there is only one Jewish state.

Happy Birthday, Israel!

Amazing Facts

By David Harris

Rabbi Ephraim Shore

(photo Judy McComb)



Last year June, Maksim and his wife 
Vika decided to make aliyah, leaving 

the rest of their Jewish family behind in the 
Ukraine.

They now live in Haifa, and things are 
going well for Maksim and Vika. Haifa Both 
are employed and learning the language. 
Maksim’s younger brother, Evgeni, stayed 
behind, but then began to realize that it was 
futile to remain in the Ukraine, and so he 
was urged to also make aliyah. 

Evgeni left in February, and his mother 
Faina and one of his nephews accompanied 
him to the airport. When Evgeni went with his 

mother to bid his grandparents near Odessa 
farewell, Faina said to her mother, “It is 
normal for a mother to be with her children”. 
“Yes, it is true”, the grandmother replied. “But 
you are the obstacle that prevents me from 
being with my two sons in Israel!”

Instantly the grandmother (a holocaust 
survivor) saw that it was indeed time for her 
to undertake the journey to faraway Israel. 
For many years, she resisted immigration to 
Israel. 

We are hopeful that Faina and her parents 
will be able to leave for Israel at the end of 
this year.

This exciting news once again shows us 
that the Lord returns His lost sheep to the 
Promised Land in His own time. “He who 
scattered Israel will gather him, and will 
keep him as a shepherd keeps his flock… 
and will turn their mourning into joy and 
comfort them, and give them gladness for 
sorrow”(Jeremiah 31:10,13).  

Twenty-year-old Evgeni, who is not in 
good health and has never flown before, was 
quite nervous when, at last, he had to leave. 
Dima, our tour guide, gave him loads of 
advice and we encouraged and urged him to 
trust the Almighty. Due to a fainting episode 
after a previously uneventful trip, a doctor 
of the Jewish Agency examined Evgeni 
and gave him medication after which he 

improved.
We recently held our first “aliyah seminar” 

where large groups of potential olim (persons 
wanting to go back to the Promised Land) 
were given information about immigration 
to Israel.

Thousands of Jewish people are still 

waiting for their turn of aliyah. Praise God! 
We are given the opportunity to stay in 
the Northern Countries and continue to 
be ‘fishers of men’. We share the promise 
found in the Tenach, and whenever we 
transport Jewish families to the airport, we 
witness its fulfillment. 

aliyah June 2011
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