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“ I extend my hand – the hand of 
Israel – in peace” Benjamin Netanyahu.  

(See pages 2, 3 & 13)
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Netanyahu’s speech at the UN in New York:
“I extend my hand – the hand of Israel – in peace”

Ladies and gentlemen, Israel 
has extended its hand in 

peace from the moment it was 
established 63 years ago. On 
behalf of Israel and the Jewish 
people, I extend that hand again 
today. I extend it to the people of 
Egypt and Jordan, with renewed 
friendship for neighbors with 
whom we have made peace. I 
extend it to the people of Turkey, 
with respect and good will. I 
extend it to the people of Libya 
and Tunisia, with admiration for 
those trying to build a democratic 
future. I extend it to the other 
peoples of North Africa and the 
Arabian Peninsula, with whom 
we want to forge a new beginning. 
I extend it to the people of Syria, 
Lebanon and Iran, with awe at the 
courage of those fighting brutal 
repression.

But most especially, I extend 
my hand to the Palestinian people, 
with whom we seek a just and 
lasting peace.

Ladies and gentlemen, in Israel 
our hope for peace never wanes. 
Our scientists, doctors, innovators, 
apply their genius to improve the 
world of tomorrow. Our artists, 
our writers, enrich the heritage of 
humanity. Now, I know that this 
is not exactly the image of Israel 
that is often portrayed in this hall. 
After all, it was here in 1975 that 
the age-old yearning of my people 
to restore our national life in our 
ancient biblical homeland – it 
was then that this was braided – 
branded, rather – shamefully, 
as racism. And it was here in 
1980, right here, that the historic 
peace agreement between Israel 
and Egypt wasn’t praised; it was 
denounced! And it’s here year 
after year that Israel is unjustly 
singled out for condemnation. 
It’s singled out for condemnation 
more often than all the nations 
of the world combined. 

Well, this is an unfortunate 
part of the U.N. institution. It’s 
the – the theater of the absurd. 
It doesn’t only cast Israel as the 
villain; it often casts real villains 
in leading roles: Gadhafi’s Libya 
chaired the U.N. Commission on 
Human Rights; Saddam’s Iraq 
headed the U.N. Committee on 
Disarmament.

You might say: That’s the past. 
Well, here’s what’s happening now 
– right now, today. Hezbollah-

controlled Lebanon now 
presides over the U.N. Security 
Council. This means, in effect, 
that a terror organization 
presides over the body entrusted 
with guaranteeing the world’s 
security.

You couldn’t make this thing up.
So here in the U.N., automatic 

majorities can decide anything. 
They can decide that the sun sets 
in the west or rises in the west. I 
think the first has already been 
pre-ordained. But they can also 
decide – they have decided that 
the Western Wall in Jerusalem, 
Judaism’s holiest place, is 
occupied Palestinian territory.

And yet even here in the General 
Assembly, the truth can sometimes 
break through. In 1984 when I was 
appointed Israel’s ambassador to 
the United Nations, I visited the 
great rabbi of Lubavich. He said 
to me – and ladies and gentlemen, 
I don’t want any of you to be 
offended because from personal 
experience of serving here, I know 
there are many honorable men and 
women, many capable and decent 
people serving their nations here. 
But here’s what the rabbi said 
to me. He said to me, you’ll be 
serving in a house of many lies. 
And then he said, remember that 
even in the darkest place, the light 
of a single candle can be seen far 
and wide.

Today I hope that the light of 
truth will shine, if only for a few 
minutes, in a hall that for too long 
has been a place of darkness for 
my country. So as Israel’s prime 
minister, I didn’t come here to win 

applause. I came here to speak the 
truth. The truth is – the truth is that 
Israel wants peace. The truth is 
that I want peace. The truth is that 
in the Middle East at all times, but 
especially during these turbulent 
days, peace must be anchored 
in security. The truth is that we 
cannot achieve peace through 
U.N. resolutions, but only through 
direct negotiations between the 
parties. The truth is that so far 
the Palestinians have refused to 
negotiate. The truth is that Israel 
wants peace with a Palestinian 
state, but the Palestinians want a 
state without peace. And the truth 
is you shouldn’t let that happen.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I 
first came here 27 years ago, the 
world was divided between East 
and West. Since then the Cold War 
ended, great civilizations have 
risen from centuries of slumber, 
hundreds of millions have been 
lifted out of poverty, countless 
more are poised to follow, and 
the remarkable thing is that so 
far this monumental historic shift 
has largely occurred peacefully. 
Yet a malignancy is now growing 
between East and West that 
threatens the peace of all. It seeks 
not to liberate, but to enslave, not 
to build, but to destroy.

That malignancy is militant 
Islam. It cloaks itself in the mantle 
of a great faith, yet it murders 
Jews, Christians and Muslims alike 
with unforgiving impartiality. On 
September 11th it killed thousands 
of Americans, and it left the twin 
towers in smoldering ruins. Last 
night I laid a wreath on the 9/11 

Memorial. It was deeply moving. 
But as I was going there, one thing 
echoed in my mind: the outrageous 
words of the president of Iran 
on this podium yesterday. He 
implied that 9/11 was an American 
conspiracy. Some of you left this 
hall. All of you should have. 

Since 9/11, militant Islamists 
slaughtered countless other 
innocents – in London and Madrid, 
in Baghdad and Mumbai, in Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem, in every part 
of Israel. I believe that the greatest 
danger facing our world is that 
this fanaticism will arm itself 
with nuclear weapons. And this is 
precisely what Iran is trying to do.

Can you imagine that man who 
ranted here yesterday – can you 
imagine him armed with nuclear 
weapons? The international 
community must stop Iran before 
it’s too late. If Iran is not stopped, 
we will all face the specter of 
nuclear terrorism, and the Arab 
Spring could soon become an 
Iranian winter. That would be a 
tragedy. Millions of Arabs have 
taken to the streets to replace 
tyranny with liberty, and no one 
would benefit more than Israel if 
those committed to freedom and 
peace would prevail.

This is my fervent hope. But 
as the prime minister of Israel, I 
cannot risk the future of the Jewish 
state on wishful thinking. Leaders 
must see reality as it is, not as it 
ought to be. We must do our best 
to shape the future, but we cannot 
wish away the dangers of the 
present.

And the world around Israel 

is definitely becoming more 
dangerous. Militant Islam has 
already taken over Lebanon and 
Gaza. It’s determined to tear apart 
the peace treaties between Israel 
and Egypt and between Israel and 
Jordan. It’s poisoned many Arab 
minds against Jews and Israel, 
against America and the West. It 
opposes not the policies of Israel 
but the existence of Israel.

Now, some argue that the spread 
of militant Islam, especially in 
these turbulent times – if you want 
to slow it down, they argue, Israel 
must hurry to make concessions, 
to make territorial compromises. 
And this theory sounds simple. 
Basically it goes like this: Leave 
the territory, and peace will be 
advanced. The moderates will be 
strengthened, the radicals will be 
kept at bay. And don’t worry about 
the pesky details of how Israel will 
actually defend itself; international 
troops will do the job.

These people say to me 
constantly: Just make a sweeping 
offer, and everything will work 
out. You know, there’s only 
one problem with that theory. 
We’ve tried it and it hasn’t 
worked. In 2000 Israel made a 
sweeping peace offer that met 
virtually all of the Palestinian 
demands. Arafat rejected it. 
The Palestinians then launched 
a terror attack that claimed a 
thousand Israeli lives.

Prime Minister Olmert 
afterwards made an even more 
sweeping offer, in 2008. 

Benjamin Netanyahu United Nations

By Benjamin Netanyahu
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Assembly resolutions 
condemn Israel – the 
one true democracy  
in the Middle East.
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President Abbas didn’t even 
respond to it.

But Israel did more than 
just make sweeping offers. 
We actually left territory. We 
withdrew from Lebanon in 2000 
and from every square inch of 
Gaza in 2005. That didn’t calm 
the Islamic storm, the militant 
Islamic storm that threatens us. 
It only brought the storm closer 
and make it stronger.

Hezbollah and Hamas fired 
thousands of rockets against our 
cities from the very territories 
we vacated. See, when Israel left 
Lebanon and Gaza, the moderates 
didn’t defeat the radicals, the 
moderates were devoured by the 
radicals. And I regret to say that 
international troops like UNIFIL 
in Lebanon and UBAM (ph) in 
Gaza didn’t stop the radicals from 
attacking Israel.

We left Gaza hoping for peace.
We didn’t freeze the settlements 

in Gaza, we uprooted them. We did 
exactly what the theory says: Get 
out, go back to the 1967 borders, 
dismantle the settlements.

And I don’t think people 
remember how far we went 
to achieve this. We uprooted 
thousands of people from their 
homes. We pulled children out 
of – out of their schools and their 
kindergartens. We bulldozed 
synagogues. We even – we even 
moved loved ones from their 
graves. And then, having done 
all that, we gave the keys of 
Gaza to President Abbas.

Now the theory says it should 
all work out, and President Abbas 
and the Palestinian Authority 
now could build a peaceful state 
in Gaza. You can remember that 
the entire world applauded. They 
applauded our withdrawal as an 
act of great statesmanship. It was a 
bold act of peace.

But ladies and gentlemen, we 
didn’t get peace. We got war. 
We got Iran, which through its 
proxy Hamas promptly kicked 
out the Palestinian Authority. 
The Palestinian Authority 
collapsed in a day – in one day.

President Abbas just said on this 
podium that the Palestinians are 
armed only with their hopes and 
dreams. Yeah, hopes, dreams and 
10,000 missiles and Grad rockets 
supplied by Iran, not to mention 
the river of lethal weapons now 
flowing into Gaza from the Sinai, 
from Libya, and from elsewhere.

Thousands of missiles have 
already rained down on our cities. 
So you might understand that, 
given all this, Israelis rightly 
ask: What’s to prevent this from 
happening again in the West Bank? 
See, most of our major cities in the 
south of the country are within a 
few dozen kilometers from Gaza. 
But in the center of the country, 
opposite the West Bank, our cities 
are a few hundred meters or at 
most a few kilometers away from 
the edge of the West Bank.

So I want to ask you. Would any 
of you – would any of you bring 
danger so close to your cities, to 
your families? Would you act so 
recklessly with the lives of your 
citizens? Israel is prepared to have 
a Palestinian state in the West 
Bank, but we’re not prepared to 
have another Gaza there. And 
that’s why we need to have real 
security arrangements, which 
the Palestinians simply refuse to 
negotiate with us.

Israelis remember the bitter 
lessons of Gaza. Many of 
Israel’s critics ignore them. They 
irresponsibly advise Israel to go 
down this same perilous path 
again. Your read what these people 
say and it’s as if nothing happened 
– just repeating the same advice, 
the same formulas as though none 
of this happened.

And these critics continue to 
press Israel to make far-reaching 
concessions without first assuring 
Israel’s security. They praise those 
who unwittingly feed the insatiable 
crocodile of militant Islam as bold 
statesmen. They cast as enemies of 
peace those of us who insist that 
we must first erect a sturdy barrier 
to keep the crocodile out, or at the 
very least jam an iron bar between 
its gaping jaws.

So in the face of the labels and 
the libels, Israel must heed better 
advice. Better a bad press than a 
good eulogy, and better still would 
be a fair press whose sense of 
history extends beyond breakfast, 
and which recognizes Israel’s 
legitimate security concerns.

I believe that in serious 
peace negotiations, these needs 
and concerns can be properly 
addressed, but they will not be 
addressed without negotiations. 
And the needs are many, because 
Israel is such a tiny country. 
Without Judea and Samaria, the 
West Bank, Israel is all of 9 miles 
wide.

I want to put it for you in 
perspective, because you’re all in 

the city. That’s about two-thirds 
the length of Manhattan. It’s the 
distance between Battery Park and 
Columbia University. And don’t 
forget that the people who live 
in Brooklyn and New Jersey are 
considerably nicer than some of 
Israel’s neighbors.

So how do you – how do 
you protect such a tiny country, 
surrounded by people sworn to 
its destruction and armed to the 
teeth by Iran? Obviously you can’t 
defend it from within that narrow 
space alone. Israel needs greater 
strategic depth, and that’s exactly 
why Security Council Resolution 
242 didn’t require Israel to leave 
all the territories it captured in 
the Six-Day War. It talked about 
withdrawal from territories, to 
secure and defensible boundaries. 
And to defend itself, Israel must 
therefore maintain a long-term 
Israeli military presence in critical 
strategic areas in the West Bank.

I explained this to President 
Abbas. He answered that if a 
Palestinian state was to be a 
sovereign country, it could never 
accept such arrangements. Why 
not? America has had troops in 

Japan, Germany and South Korea 
for more than a half a century. 
Britain has had an airspace in 
Cyprus or rather an air base in 
Cyprus. France has forces in three 
independent African nations. None 
of these states claim that they’re 
not sovereign countries.

And there are many other vital 
security issues that also must 
be addressed. Take the issue of 
airspace. Again, Israel’s small 
dimensions create huge security 
problems. America can be crossed 
by jet airplane in six hours. To 
fly across Israel, it takes three 
minutes. So is Israel’s tiny 
airspace to be chopped in half and 
given to a Palestinian state not at 
peace with Israel?

Our major international airport 
is a few kilometers away from 
the West Bank. Without peace, 
will our planes become targets for 
antiaircraft missiles placed in the 
adjacent Palestinian state? And 
how will we stop the smuggling 
into the West Bank? It’s not 
merely the West Bank, it’s the 
West Bank mountains. It just 
dominates the coastal plain where 
most of Israel’s population sits 
below. How could we prevent the 
smuggling into these mountains of 
those missiles that could be fired 
on our cities?

I bring up these problems 
because they’re not theoretical 
problems. They’re very real. And 
for Israelis, they’re life-and- death 
matters. All these potential cracks 
in Israel’s security have to be 
sealed in a peace agreement before 
a Palestinian state is declared, not 
afterwards, because if you leave it 
afterwards, they won’t be sealed. 
And these problems will explode 
in our face and explode the peace.

The Palestinians should first 
make peace with Israel and then 
get their state. But I also want to 
tell you this. After such a peace 
agreement is signed, Israel will not 
be the last country to welcome a 
Palestinian state as a new member 
of the United Nations. We will be 
the first.

And there’s one more thing. 
Hamas has been violating 
international law by holding our 
soldier Gilad Shalit captive for 
five years.

They haven’t given even one 
Red Cross visit. He’s held in a 
dungeon, in darkness, against all 
international norms. Gilad Shalit 
is the son of Aviva and Noam 
Shalit. He is the grandson of Zvi 
Shalit, who escaped the Holocaust 
by coming to the – in the 1930s as 
a boy to the land of Israel. Gilad 
Shalit is the son of every Israeli 
family. Every nation represented 
here should demand his immediate 
release. If you want to – if you 
want to pass a resolution about 
the Middle East today, that’s the 
resolution you should pass. 

Ladies and gentlemen, last year 
in Israel in Bar-Ilan University, 
this year in the Knesset and in 
the U.S. Congress, I laid out 
my vision for peace in which a 
demilitarized Palestinian state 
recognizes the Jewish state. 
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END-TIMES SCENARIOS
Anyone who contemplates the future 

and who is interested in the prophecies 
of the Bible soon comes across all kinds of 
different ‘end-times’ scenarios. These often 
give me the impression of being ‘jigsaw 
puzzles’, in which many different Bible 
texts are strung together to create a logical, 
precise picture, a plan on which you are 
then shown what will happen ‘first’, and 
what will happen ‘later’, in the end-times 
– a little like a railway timetable. And then 
a vigorous argument often starts up about 
the correctness of these different ‘railway 
timetables’ – more of a discussion about 
logic, with the help of Bible texts, and 
about logical sequences than about real, 
revealed prophetic truth. However, logical 
truth is not at all the same as revelation 
truth, revealed truth. 

If you hear the word “therefore” in a 
conversation, red lights should be switched 
on in your mind. A logical conclusion 
will follow, which will be presented as 
truth and that is so sometimes, logically 
speaking. However, that does not mean 
that it definitely is absolute truth or that 
it definitely is revealed truth. For if that 
logical conclusion is not to be found in Holy 
Scripture exactly as it is stated, you should 
be seriously suspicious of it. 

After having read many of this kind of 
books with end-times scenarios, I have 
actually come to the conclusion that if the 
Lord had wanted to give us such a ‘railway 
timetable’ plan, He would have revealed 
it as such in the Holy Scriptures, and not 
left us to have to make a jigsaw puzzle by 
stringing Bible texts together. The Bible is 
no puzzle book.

He did not do so, however. Nevertheless, 
our ‘logical’ puzzle-making in theological 
books continues to produce these plans. 
These plans can even hinder us from seeing 
what is actually happening around us 
prophetically.

In fact, in our end-times plans and 
timetables, we may therefore have placed 
certain events somewhere in the future – 
before, in the midst of, or at the end of ‘the 
great tribulation’ or the ‘millennium’ or 
such – whereas it is possible that some of 
these things are actually taking place at this 
very moment. For example Ezekiel 38 and 
39, which speak of a sudden attack on Israel 
by Gog and Magog, which we had maybe 
placed at the end of the ‘great tribulation’ or 
at the end of the ‘millennium’ in our plan, 
but which is perhaps actively being prepared 
at the present time, and which might soon 
break out. Iran/Persia is busy building up 
its nuclear attack apparatus at the present 
time, in order to strike or even destroy Israel 
with it if possible, and Russia is supplying 
them with the necessary nuclear technology 
to do so. You are not seeing this, however, 
and not noticing it, because you trust more 
in your end-times plans and timetables than 
building on the Word of God. Away with 
the plans and back to the Word! We must 
read the Word of God anew, in a simple 
fashion, and pray for enlightenment by the 
Holy Spirit – not with pride, as if we know 
it all and have worked it all out nicely, but 
humbly. Always ready to be corrected, 
listening to each other – with the newspaper 
next to the Bible - so that we can learn how 
God looks at things. For He has promised 
He will do nothing without revealing His 

counsel to His servants, the prophets, Amos 
3:7… Surely the Sovereign LORD does 
nothing without revealing his plan to his 
servants the prophets. …

Looking through God’s eyes

Then prophecies in the Bible are like the 
old slides that we used to look at from time 
to time. At first they were all neatly arranged 
at kept in chronological order. But if you 
had small children you perhaps came home 
one day to find all your slide boxes on the 
floor and all your slides on a big pile next 
to them. It is then virtually impossible to 
put all the slides back into the correct boxes 
again, let alone in the proper chronological 
order! So you end up putting them back 
into the slide boxes just as they come, and 
without any particular order.  … 

This is what the prophecies in the Bible 
are like. They are all real slides, pictures 
of real events that really will take place 
in the future, and they contain all kinds of 
details showing what things will look like 
– in the finest detail! But when? And what 
will happen first, and what later? The Holy 
Spirit – the Author of the divine Word and 
of the prophecies in the Bible – will make 
this clear when the time is ripe. Again: my 
father used to say: Pay attention to the signs, 
but do not start calculating! We only see the 
total panorama when we learn to look at 
things around us through God’s eyes. He 
looks down from above and already sees the 
end of the road and the culmination of world 
history before Him. 

He says through the lips of the prophet 
Isaiah 46:9-10… Remember the former 
things, those of long ago; I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like me. I make known the end from 
the beginning, from ancient times, what is 
still to come. I say, ‘My purpose will stand, 
and I will do all that I please.’ …

He surveys world history from the 
beginning to the end – or vice-versa. The 
Great Final Goal is the coming of the 
Kingdom, and the coming of the King 
of that Kingdom - a force pulling and 
pushing force towards the end, towards 
midnight, and, through it all, towards a new 
beginning. 

And, we can only look at them through 
God’s eyes when we learn to look at them 
through the spectacles of His Word, the 
Bible, in which He has revealed Himself 
and the future of man and of the world. 

House of War

NRC-Handelsblad, a Dutch daily 
newspaper reported in 2004, that since 
9th September 2001 there have been at 
least 399 (suicide) attacks throughout the 
world, 7085 people have died as a result of 
Muslim violence. It is a quality newspaper 
that is liberal but very in thorough in its 
research and checking of sources. These 
were already the figures in 2004 however. 
That’s seven years ago! How many more 
have there been since 2004? Many more 
thousands, without doubt.

Together with Iraq, Pakistan, India, 
Algeria and Israel, the EU and America 
were also hit, and the greatest number of 
victims fell there, together with Indonesia. 
The real number of victims is far higher 
however. Just think of Russia (Chechen 
Muslim fighters), the Balkans, the 
Philippines, Sudan, Ethiopia, Indonesia, 
Nigeria etc. For Muslim violence has spread 
worldwide meanwhile - not only terrorist 
(suicide) attacks, because personal attacks 
by Muslim rebels should be added to these 
figures, as well as “small” persecutions of 
Christians in Muslim countries – hundreds, 
thousands: no one talks about them, because 
they are afraid? 

At the beginning of this year I read in 
the newspaper that there are 200 million 
persecuted Christians in the world. I quote: 
”Angelo Bagnasco, the chairman of the 
Italian Conference of Bishops, said last 
week that ‘anti-Christian persecution in 
some parts of the world is increasing to such 
an extent that we can actually talk of real 
ethnic or religious cleansing’.” 

Israel has often to run the gauntlet in this 
respect. Israel is number one on Muslim 
violence’s list of priorities. For a country 
such as Israel, which was ruled – under 
Allah – by Muslims for over a thousand 
years cannot be allowed to return to being 
under religions that are regarded by Islam as 
being obsolete, stations-passed-by – such as 
Judaism or Christianity. Neither may Islam’s 
third holiest city – Jerusalem – be allowed 
to be in Jewish or Christian hands. This is 
what the conflict in the Middle East deep 
down is about. It is therefore not at all about 
whether or not a Palestinian state should 
be set up on the West bank of the Jordan, 
with East Jerusalem as its capital. This is 
about the whole of Israel and the whole of 
Jerusalem. Allah will not be content with 
anything less. Indeed the whole world will 
one day be under Allah. That is what Allah 
promised through the lips of his prophet 
Mohammed. 

There are really only two possibilities for 
pious Muslims: you either live in the house 
of the war, or you live in the house of peace. 
The house of peace is where Allah reigns. 
The house of war is where Allah does not 
reign. Therefore, when negotiations take 
place with Israel about ‘peace’, the pious 
Muslims means: the peace of Allah. This is 
being offered to Israel, but this means that 
the whole of Israel is to return to the bosom 
of Islam. And when this happens Jews or 
Christians living there will be allowed to 
remain as second-class citizens – dhimmis 
– in relative freedom, although to see what 
such freedom actually entails you should 
look at Islamic countries such as Saudi-
Arabia, Indonesia, Pakistan and other 
countries in (South-East) Asia, the former 
Soviet republics which are all Islamic, large 
swaths of Africa, the Middle East, etc. 

Religion of Peace?  

‘Technically speaking’, The Netherlands 
also lives in the house of war therefore, for 
Allah does not call the shots here either. 
Islamic ‘Sharia’ law cannot be laid down 
here, even though Muslims are already 
applying Islamic ‘Sharia’ law ‘amongst 
themselves’ in certain areas of England 
where they are in the majority, in spite of 
the fact that they are living temporarily as 
‘guests’ under English civil law.

Does this mean that the ‘jihad’ - the 
violent struggle to spread Islam – could also 
break out in The Netherlands or in other 
non-Muslim countries? It could, in principle, 
although preference will first be given to 
using all the means provided by democracy 
to attain its own goals. Why are there such 
violent attacks in Spain, the USA and not 
in The Netherlands and other European or 
African or Asiatic as well? 

Willem Glashouwer   

By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer

Continued on page 5

We can only start 
to see and understand 

things when we 
learn to look at them 
through God’s eyes. 



5October 2011 testimony

A nightmare that never ends 

August 2011marked a decade since my 
daughter, Malki, was murdered in 

one of the bloodiest terror attacks of the 
Second Intifada.

The day began for me with a crippling 
migraine.

While I lay down to recuperate, Malki 
came to my bedroom door. She and 
her friend, Michal, offered to take my 
youngest child, Chaya (who is blind and 
severely disabled) for a walk. Malki was 
devoted to her sister. But the heat was 
oppressive, so I said: “Thanks, but how 
about later on, when it’s cooler?” The 
headache was so bad that I said good-bye 
to them without opening my eyes.

Malki phoned an hour later. “We’ve 
finished decorating our friend’s room to 
welcome her home,” she said, “Now I’m 
going to that camp counselors’ meeting in 
Talpiot. I love you. Bye.”

Her last words were routine. We often 
ended our chats that way.

Forty-five minutes later, I heard a 
CNN newsflash about a terror attack in 
downtown Jerusalem. I burst into tears, 
but not out of fear for Malki’s safety. After 
all, she had gone to Talpiot. And she had a 
cell phone, so I would be able reach her.

I was worried about my other two 
children, who had gone shopping in 
the capital’s Givat Shaul neighborhood 
without a phone.

When they returned, I hugged them 
tightly. Then I dialed Malki’s number 
again and again. I dialed while I drove 
to pick up my soldier son, who had been 
released for his first weekend furlough.

He pointed out that many cell 
connections were still down. Hopeful, I 
dialed some more.

After we returned, Michal’s mother, 
Avivah, called us to say she couldn’t reach 
Michal either. Soon afterwards, one of 
their friends notified us that the girls had 
stopped in at Sbarro’s.

Dread seized my heart.
Avivah suggested we drive to Shaarei 

Zedek hospital to search among the 
wounded. On the way, Michal’s sister 
called us to say Malki had not arrived at 
the counselors’ meeting. I burst into tears. 
Hope waned.

Avivah and I separated on arrival at 
the hospital. I was ushered into an office 
where I was handed a phone. Somebody at 
the Abu Kabir morgue – the government 
pathology center in Yafo – wanted a 
description of Malki and of the clothes 
she was wearing. I told the woman I 
hadn’t actually seen Malki that day. She 
said there was no one there matching the 
description I gave.

I later learned that Avivah had found 
Michal dead on a gurney in a hospital 
corridor.

That night, my husband and sons 
worked the phones, contacting Jerusalem’s 
other hospitals as well as people who 
might help. Some friends told me tales 
they had heard of trauma victims who 
wandered the streets in shock for hours. 
But I knew by then that Malki was not 
wandering anywhere.

Still, I recited Psalms along with our 
family and friends.

Toward midnight, my husband followed 
a lead that led nowhere and came home 
with the message that the city’s social 
work department was arranging for 
someone from the family to go to Abu 
Kabir.

It fell to my two eldest sons. I have no 
idea why my husband and I did not go. It’s 
a decision I still regret.

An hour later they phoned. I watched 
my husband answer the call, saw his 
face drop, and knew our world had been 
destroyed forever.

The mourning of parents for a murdered 
child never heals or fades. Forget the 
hackneyed jargon: “reaching closure”, 
“moving on”, “making lemonade from 
lemons,” “what doesn’t break you only 
strengthens you,” “celebrate the life rather 
than the death”, etc., etc.

They just don’t apply.
But in Israel, murder by terrorism 

engenders unique complications.
We know that Malki’s murderer, Ahlam 

Tamimi – who planned the attack, and 
brought the bomb and the bomber to 
the target she had chosen – may one 
day return, triumphant, to her home 
in Ramallah. The act she committed, 
to which she confessed and of which 
she was convicted, is somehow not 
considered barbaric enough to ensure 
that the 16 life terms to which she was 
sentenced will stand.

The court’s verdict is in danger of 
being overturned by a handful of Israeli 
politicians. Media reports say Hamas 
demands Tamimi’s freedom, along with 
hundreds of other terrorists, in a deal to 
free kidnapped IDF soldier Gilad Shalit.

Tamimi decimated an entire family.
A mother, a father and three of their 

eight children were among the 15 she 
murdered. Another victim, in the fifth 
month of her first pregnancy, was her 

parents’ only child.
Who can possibly fathom their pain? 

One victim, not even counted among 
the dead, has remained in a coma for 10 
years. Her daughter, then two years old, 
has grown up motherless; her husband 
effectively widowed.

The demands of victims’ families are too 
often dismissed as primitive vengefulness. 
Our voices carry little weight in 
negotiations for prisoner releases. The 
one “concession” made to us is the 
government’s publicizing of the prisoners’ 
names 48 hours before they walk free. 
High Court appeals filed by victims’ 
families within such time constraints have 
always failed.

Since the Fogel family murders last 
March, capital punishment has been 
suggested as a means of combating the 
releases of barbaric murderers. I favor life 
imprisonment with harsh conditions and 
without parole for Tamimi, who cockily 
declared in 2006: “I’m not sorry for what 
I did. I will get out of prison.”

Anything less trivializes the lives of her 
victims.

Will the knowledge that Malki’s 
murderer remains behind bars ease the 
longing to hug my angel again, to caress 
her silky hair and kiss her soft cheek? No. 
But her release would intensify my pain 
immeasurably.

Frimeth Roth is a freelance writer based in 
Jerusalem. Her daughter, Malki, died in the Sbarro 
bombing in 2001. 

Source: The Jerusalem Post

By Frimet Roth

Continued from page 4

There is no principal difference 
between Spain, the USA, the UK and The 
Netherlands as far as that is concerned.

Recently I spoke in the European 
Parliament building in Brussels. I said that 
I would welcome the day when the Islamic 
masses would go on to the street in large 
numbers to demonstrate against Muslim 
extremism. Are we not constantly being told 
that Islam is a religion of peace? There has 
never been such a demonstration, and there 
never will be, in my opinion. Deep in their 
heart, ‘moderate’ Muslims often regard 
these ‘extremists’ of ‘Hamas’, the ‘Al Aqsa 
brigades’, ‘Hezbollah’, ‘Islamic Jihad’ or 
‘Al Qaida’ – what ever they call themselves 
– as the true Muslims and examples for 
others. The outcome of the popular uprisings 
in Arab countries in 2011 will ultimately 
lead to a more intensified Muslim Middle 
East, one must fear. I’m afraid that the result 
of these popular uprisings in various Arab 
nations will ultimately not be good news, 
neither for Jews nor for Christians in that 
part of the world.

There are two groups of texts to be 
distinguished in the Koran: texts from 
the period when Mohammed was still 
hoping that Jews and Christians would 
recognise him to be a true prophet. These 
are the ‘peaceful’ texts. But the second and 
later group of texts came when Jews and 
Christians rejected Mohammed and regarded 
him as a false prophet. He then became very 
angry and started talking about killing all the 
unbelieving ‘dogs’. Islamic teachers know 
that this later group of texts is even more 
authoritative than the earlier group of texts, 
because they contain ‘further’ revelations 
of Allah. However, attention is often first 
drawn to the earlier ‘peaceful’ texts, in order 
to improve Islam’s image. 

We may not keep silent about these things 
– for Zion’s sake. We too are supposed to 
be watchmen on Zion’s walls, Isaiah 62. 
We know, however, that the final victory 
is the Lord’s, not Allah’s. A lot still has to 
happen but one day His salvation will dawn 
over Jerusalem, and His retribution will go 
before Him, when He comes to make all 
things eternally new. 

Many countries have atomic weapons 
at their disposal at the present time, or, 
like Iran, they are doing all they can to 
obtain them soon. Israel also possesses 
such weapons, for its defence, and it will 
certainly not hesitate to use these weapons 
if and when any rockets with ABC weapons 
are coming its way. A Third World War 
could easily become a fact, and even though 
it now seems that America and England with 
their allies and their all-powerful weapons 
and extremely well organised armed forces 
have been able to gain a rapid victory 
over the Iraq of dictator Saddam Hussein, 
what will the reaction in the Islamic world 
be in future, now the Western troops are 
withdrawing? How will things turn out in 
Afghanistan? What will be the final result 
of the people’s rebellion in Tunisia, Egypt, 
Libya and in other lands in the Middle 
East such as Jordan and Yemen, at the end 
of 2011? The great Islamic realm stretches 
from Indonesia via Asia, through Pakistan, 
among other countries, to the former Soviet 
republics, the Middle East, Turkey, a few 
regions of the former Yugoslavia, large areas 
of Africa, and it has also penetrated deeply 
into Europe. Will the great Islam giant wake 
up even more?

(Rev. Glashouwer is the President of Christians  
for Israel)

Malki plays the flute

Malki was murdered at the age of 15 in the Sbarro restaurant bombing massacre, 10 years ago
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Hamas Politburo Chief Khaled 
Mashaal went to Cairo 

recently together with fellow 
officials to discuss a prisoner 
exchange deal, Hamas journal 
al-Risala reported.

A Palestinian source told the 
paper that the delegation members 
were briefed by the Egyptians 
on recent talks between Egypt 
and Israel regarding a prisoner 
exchange deal, which will see 
Gilad Shalit released.

Meanwhile, Prominent US 
Muslim figures, including two 
congressmen, have sent a letter to 
Mashaal calling him to release the 
captive IDF soldier.

“We write to you during this 
holy month of Ramadan as 
Muslim-American leaders and 
scholars across the United States,” 
the letter stated. “As Muslims 
around the world reflect upon their 
faith and strive for an elevated 
level of devotion during this 

blessed month, we urge you to act 
upon our higher calling to charity 
and compassion by releasing 
Israeli Corporal Gilad Shalit.”

Among the signatories are 
Minnesota Representative Keith 
Ellison, Indiana Representative 
Andre Carson, former Pakistani 
Ambassador Akbar Ahmed and 
Imam Abdullah Antepli of Duke 
University.

“We believe Hamas’ harsh 
treatment and five-year detention 
of Shalit is wrong,” the letter said.

“On many occasions Hamas 
has stated its opposition to unjust 
imprisonment. It has said that 
Israel’s detention of thousands of 
Palestinians, including women 
and children who have been held 
for months or years, sometimes in 
harsh conditions or without access 
to genuine due process, is unjust.”

However, the authors of the 
letter stressed that “As Muslims 
we are guided by the tradition of 

the Prophet (peace be upon him). 
He teaches us to follow a higher 
ethical and moral code, and to set 
an example of justice and mercy, 
even against enemies and prisoners 
of war.”

“The struggle for Palestinian 
human rights and self-determination 
must be based on this ethical and 
moral code.

“Hamas’ inhumane detention of 
Shalit undermines the Palestinian 
people’s legitimate aspirations for 
human rights and a state of their 
own, existing in peace and security 
beside Israel.”

The authors of letter conclude 
by urging Mashaal “to recall that 
the Holy Koran teaches us that 
‘Whoever pardons and makes 
reconciliation will receive his 
reward from Allah.’ We urge 
you to act upon these words by 
releasing Shalit immediately.”

(Source: www.ynetnews.com)

At a time of diplomatic turbulence, 
Israel’s diplomatic ties with the 

world’s newest nation, South Sudan, can 
benefit its economy and security. While 
struggling South Sudan will appreciate 
Israel’s aid, it’s actually Israel that stands 
to gain.

The world’s newest member in the 
community of nations got plenty of press 
coverage when it formally declared 
independence in July. But one aspect of 
South Sudan’s emergence went largely 
unnoticed: the establishment of official 
diplomatic relations with Israel. Far from 
a routine gesture, the mutual declaration of 
recognition between the two states could 
prove to be a significant boost to Israel’s 
strategic position, not to mention the 

positives that may come as South Sudan 
attempts to get its new state on a strong 
footing.

The leaders of South Sudan, a country 
with a feeble national infrastructure and 
a near-nonexistent formal economy after 
two decades of conflict with the north, 
will much appreciate the economic aid and 
leverage that comes with a new diplomatic 
relationship. But it is actually Israel that 
has the most to gain.

Israel’s diplomatic outreach extends 
a measure of goodwill to the people of 
South Sudan – who need all the help they 
can get as their country begins the long 
independent foreign policy, and building 
up their agricultural potential. But the 
new partnership with the South Sudanese 

Government also provides Israel with an 
opportunity to create a foothold in a region 
that is known to export some its instability 
into the Middle East.

At the same time that the Israeli people 
continue to raise questions over the 
rising costs of housing, food, and fuel, 
the diplomatic relationship with South 
Sudan has the potential to alleviate some 
of those problems – that is, if the Israeli 
government is serious about working with 
a country projected by some to be Africa’s 
biggest food producer. And while South 
Sudan certainly has years to go before its 
economy breaks free from the shackles of 
oil dependency, the technical expertise that 
Israel brings into the new relationship at 
least has a potential to make that transition 

a little easier.
There has been a massive growth of 

Christianity, especially among the central 
and southern peoples. Christian numbers, 
1.6 million in 1980, now exceed 11 million. 
Southern peoples may be as much as 
80% Christian – remarkable growth amid 
terrible violence, warfare, persecution and 
even genocide. One such example is the 
spiritual transformation of the Dinka Bor 
people from animist to Christian (Animists 
belief in the existence of individual spirits 
that inhabit natural objects and phenomena, 
separable from bodies – Ed.)

(Source: The Christians Science Monitor)

According to face-to-face 
surveys conducted according 

to the highest international 
standards, more Palestinians in 
East Jerusalem would prefer to 
become citizens of Israel rather 
than citizens of a new Palestinian 
state. In addition, 40 percent 
said they would probably or 
definitely move in order to 
live under Israeli rather than 
Palestinian rule.

44 percent of the Palestinians 
in Jerusalem say they are very, or 
at least somewhat, satisfied with 
their standard of living. This is a 
very high percentage compared 
to other populations in the Arab 
world. Only about 30 percent 
sympathize with either Fatah or 

Hamas or with the Israeli Arab 
Islamic movement. Politics is 
not a major preoccupation.

Three-quarters of east 
Jerusalem Arabs are at least 
a little concerned, and more 
than half are more than a little 
concerned, that they would lose 
their ability to write and speak 
freely if they became citizens 
of a Palestinian state rather than 
remaining under Israeli control.

Significantly, 41 percent 
thought that the armed conflict 
probably or definitely would 
continue even after a peace 
agreement, and this is from the 
most moderate population of 
Palestinians. Only a third say 
that a unilateral declaration of 

Palestinian independence backed 
by the UN would have a positive 
effect on their lives. Two-thirds 
say that such a unilateral step 
would have no positive effect.

For people who tend to assume 
that a fair and practical solution 
for the Jerusalem issue is for the 
Arab neighborhoods to become 
part of Palestine and the Jewish 
neighborhoods to become part 
of Israel, these findings suggest 
that this could be somewhat 
problematic from the point of 
view of the people who actually 
live in east Jerusalem.

(Source: JCPA) 

US Muslims urge Hamas to release Shalit

South Sudan: Israel’s new best friend in Africa

What do the Arabs of  
East Jerusalem really want?

By Yitzhak Benhorin

By David Pollock

Galid Shalit

The Cotton Sellers Market street, leading to the Temple Mount in Jerusalem
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When I was 13 I had the honor 
of meeting Golda Meir, 

an amazing woman who had an 
even more amazing life. When she 
passed away in 1978 I hitchhiked 
across half the State of Israel to go 
to her funeral in Jerusalem.

My mother insisted I take an 
umbrella, despite no rain in the 
weather forecast, but I remember 
thinking God chose the appropriate 
weather for that day and it started 
pouring when I arrived. It was also 
a closed funeral at Mt. Herzel, due 
to all the dignitaries and security, 
and I couldn’t get in.

Peter Jennings from ABC World 
News was standing just outside 
as the rain started and we struck 
a deal. He needed an umbrella to 
hold over the camera, and I came 
to the rescue. “Kid, you hold 
that over the camera and I’ll get 
you in” and so I was able to say 
goodbye and be a part of history 
that I will never forget.

Golda Meir was more than just 
the first and only female Prime 
Minister of Israel, She was a 
mother a grandmother and more 
than anything she was as she was 
so often referred to, the “Iron 
Lady”. The first prime minister of 
Israel, David Ben-Gurion used to 
say Meir was “the best man in the 
government”.

I have been thinking about 
Golda a lot lately given everything 
that is happening not only in the 
Middle East, but the world as a 
whole. She was known for saying 
what she felt, doing what was best 
for Israel and didn’t care what the 
politicians or the world thought.

Of the hundreds of quotes 
she is known for, the one that 
always stuck with me was stated 
tothe National Press Club in 
Washington, D. C. in 1957, “Peace 
will come when the Arabs will 
love their children more than they 
hate us.”

It’s been 54 years since she 
made that statement and as I write 
this on August 22 Israel was busy 
burying those that were killed in 
the latest terror attacks in Eilat, 8 
dead and dozens more injured, as 
usual, mostly civilians.

Seven of the eight names of 
those killed have been released. 
The victims are Yosef Levi, aged 
52, from Holon; Sisters Flora 
Gez and Shula Karlitzky, aged 
52 and 54 respectively, and their 
husbands, Moshe, aged 53 and 
Dov, aged 58. The two couples 
lived in Kfar Saba and were on 
their way to a vacation in Eilat 
when their car was attacked.

A few days earlier, a funeral was 
held for Staff Sgt. Moshe Naftali 
of Ofra, aged 22, who was killed 
in a gun battle with the terrorists. 
Counter-terrorism commander 
Paskal Avrahami, aged 49, was 
also laid to rest in Jerusalem.

So what had Israel done this time 
around to be on the receiving end 
of a terrorist attack? Absolutely 
nothing. Mubarak is out and the 
Muslim Brotherhood has stepped 
in, should we really be surprised 
that now terrorists from Gaza are 
finding their way into Israel via 
Egypt?

Haaretz recently reported on 
how Israel has allowed more 
Egyptian forces into the Sinai. 
Israel recently authorized Egypt’s 
new government to send large 
forces into Sinai − far beyond 
the numbers permitted under the 
1978 peace treaty − in order to 
deal with the numerous terrorists 
active there, including groups 
affiliated with Al-Qaida as well 
as Palestinian organizations. 
Two thousand Egyptian soldiers, 
accompanied by tanks, entered 
Sinai for this purpose. But so far, 
there are no signs that Egypt has 
succeeded in regaining control of 
the peninsula.

Those within the Israeli Defense 
Forces have also spoken out that 
the situation has become worse 
since the fall of Mubarak. IDF 
sources said that since Egyptians 
toppled President Hosni Mubarak’s 
regime in February, the number 
of warnings about terror attacks 
from Sinai has doubled. Arms 
smuggling into Gaza from Sinai 
has also surged since Mubarak’s 
fall. Most of the weapons come 
from Iran via Sudan, but more 

recently, arms taken from Libyan 
army depots left unguarded due to 
that country’s civil war have also 
arrived.

Until the fall of Mubarak Israel 
had very little security on its 
southern border as explained by 
Haaretz. Following the 1978 peace 
agreement, the IDF removed most 
of its troops from the border, 
which is now patrolled by just a 
few battalions, mostly reservists. 
Though this force was beefed 
up temporarily in recent weeks, 
doing so over the long term would 
interfere with the army’s training 
program and other operational 
activity, and might require calling 
up additional reserve units.

Even Gamal Abdel Gawad, 
the director of the Ahram Center 
for Political and Strategic 
Studies in Cairo stated, “The 
security situation in north Sinai 
is deteriorating, and now radical 
militant elements got loose, it is 
not a remote possibility for them to 
cross the border and launch attacks 
against Israeli targets. It makes a 
lot of sense.”

As I write this NATO and 
the U.S. are still trying to oust 
Colonel Muammar Gaddafi from 
Libya and President Obama told 
President Assad of Syria to step 
down. “We have consistently said 
that President Assad must lead a 
democratic transition or get out 
of the way,” Mr. Obama said in a 
written statement released after 
coordination with allies in Europe. 
“He has not led. For the sake of 
the Syrian people, the time has 
come for President Assad to step 
aside.”

Has the current administration 
not learned its lesson after 
Mubarak stepped down? Of course 
not, after all, they did recognize 
the Muslim Brotherhood on June 
30 of this year. “We believe, given 
the changing political landscape 
in Egypt, that it is in the interests 
of the United States to engage 
with all parties that are peaceful, 
and committed to non-violence, 
that intend to compete for the 

parliament and the presidency,” 
Clinton told reporters at a news 
conference.

Common sense and history 
should have kept that from 
happening. Does President Carter 
and Iran ring a bell? Now the 
administration wants to oust 
Syria’s Assad as well? What 
would the future hold if that were 
to happen?

Iran currently outfits, supplies 
and trains Hezbollah in Lebanon, 
they do this by way of Syria. Once 
the U.S, leaves Iraq the road will 
be fully open. But what’s more 
is who will step in if Assad steps 
down. Israel already has 50,000 
Hezbollah missiles pointed at them 
from Lebanon; add to that the 
possibility of Iran or the Muslim 
Brotherhood stepping up when 
Assad steps down and Israel faces 
an additional front from Syria.

Hezbollah Brig. General Walid 
Sakariya stated during a video 
interview, “If, following the U.S. 
withdrawal, Iraq becomes a bridge 
linking Iran to Syria; the Iranian 
forces could cross Iraq and arrive 
in Syria, in order to participate in 
a direct war on the Golan front. 
In that case Israel would not be 
fighting Hezbollah alone. It would 
be fighting Hezbollah, Syria, 
Iraq and Iran. You will have the 
strategic superiority and a force 
large enough to pulverize Israel. 
Israel will come to an end.”

How many times must the U.S. 
watch as more radical leaders step 
up in the Middle East each time 
they force one out?

It was reported back in March 
that the dangers are clear: The 
emergence of a more radical 
regime in Syria could mean a 
stronger Iran-Syria-Hezbollah 
axis. Iran could get direct access 
to its allies in Lebanon through 
a Syrian regime that’s even 
friendlier toward Tehran. Syria’s 
huge stockpiles of missiles and 
chemical weapons could fall into 
the wrong hands. The unrest on 
Israel’s doorstep could spread 
to the West Bank and to Jordan. 
Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
more radical successors could 
use a conflict with Israel to build 
domestic legitimacy.

It’s going to get worse before 
it gets better. I’d hate to be 
the pessimist here, but we are 
going to see a surge in protests 
and violence. There will be the 
storming of Israel’s borders such 
as those that happened on Naksa 
day and you can bet even more 
violent protests in both the West 
Bank and Gaza.

Recently the U.N. Security 
Council couldn’t call the Eilat 
terrorist acts on Israel  “Terrorism” 
due to Lebanon blocking a UN 
Security Council statement which 
would have labeled deadly attacks 
near Eilat on as terrorism.

I doubt that even Golda Meir had 
any idea that her statements would 
hold true so many years later. 

“The Egyptians could run to 
Egypt, the Syrians into Syria. The 
only place we could run was into 
the sea, and before we did that we 
might as well fight.”

“We have always said that in our 
war with the Arabs we had a secret 
weapon – no alternative.”

Yes, Golda I miss you dearly. 
Your statements still mean as 
much today as the day you said it.

(Editor Gadi Adelman is a freelance 
writer and lecturer on the history of 
terrorism and counterterrorism)

Source: www.familysecuritymatters.org

For Israel, It’s Only the Beginning

Golda Meir

Moshe Naftali’s funeral

By Gadi Adelman
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An Assault on Zionism

Not since the United Nations debate 
denouncing Zionism as racism has 

Israel been in the dock as it is these last 
couple of weeks.

On November 10, 1975, then-Israeli 
ambassador Chaim Herzog ascended the 
podium in the lion’s den in New York to 
face a hostile world, much of which sought 
to deny the Jewish people’s right to our 
state.

Now, nearly 36 years later, the 
international community is on the verge of 
rejecting our right to our land.

Despite the passage of time, these two 
diplomatic assaults are very much linked. 
The slander that Zionism was a form of 
racial discrimination was nothing less than 
an attempt to label the Jewish people’s 
dream of settling the land as illegitimate.

The same holds true for this week’s 
proposal to confer statehood on the 
Palestinians of Judea and Samaria and eastern 
Jerusalem. By recognizing the Palestinian 
claim to these areas, the membership of 
the world body is necessarily rejecting the 
Jewish one.

This too is an effort to declare the Jewish 
presence in our ancient homeland unlawful 
and forbidden.

Indeed, when Herzog addressed the UN, 
he pointed out a central and fundamental 
truth, telling the representatives that, “the 
key to understanding Zionism is in its name. 
The easternmost of the two hills of ancient 
Jerusalem during the tenth century B.C.E. 
was called Zion.”

And now it is those very same hills in 
eastern Jerusalem that the world wishes 

to turn over to Mahmoud Abbas and the 

Palestinian Authority.
On the ground, of course, the vote will 

change nothing. It will neither create a 
Palestinian state nor bring peace a moment 
closer.

But it will signify the triumph of fiction 
over fact and injustice over integrity, 
marking yet another low point in the sordid 
history of the UN.

As much as our anger and disappointment 

over this turn of events is entirely justified, 
we must nonetheless acknowledge the 
painful truth that it is our own folly 
which contributed mightily to the current 
predicament.

For what we are witnessing now is the 
wages of our own weakness, the price that 
is to be paid for our lack of belief in the 
justness of our cause.

The roots of this ruin can be found in the 
events of 18 years ago this month, when 
prime minister Yitzhak Rabin and PLO 
chairman Yasser Arafat gathered on the 
White House Lawn to sign the Oslo Accords 
on September 13, 1993.

It was then that the Jewish state formally 
conferred legitimacy on Palestinian national 
aspirations at the expense of our own.

With its own hands, the Israeli government 
proceeded to create the Palestinian Authority, 
foster it and support it, and now, predictably 
enough, it has turned against us.

Instead of resolutely insisting on our own 
fundamental and inalienable right to all of 
Judea and Samaria, we repeatedly capitulated 
by turning territory over to Palestinian 
control and even conceding support for the 
“two-state solution.”

The fruits of our frailty are now evident 
as we face the prospect of an emboldened 
Palestinian entity with backing from nearly 
the entire planet.

But it is not too late to stand tall and affirm 
our red lines, rather than the Green Line, 
and I pray that Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu will do just that.

He should tell the world in no uncertain 
terms: the jig is up.

The Palestinians have buried the peace 
process once and for all, and Israel has 
learned a painful, yet obvious lesson from 
the past 18 years of fruitless concessions: 
we cannot and we will not yield any more 
territory.

That must be the essence of his message 
if we are to have a chance of forestalling 
further calamity.

But whatever the extent of our own 
culpability for the current state of affairs, that 
in no way gives the nations of the world the 
right to do as they please.

Each will bear responsibility before history, 
and before God, for how they choose to vote 
on this crucial issue.

Every nation that raises its hand in favor of 
“Palestine” is raising its hand against the land 
of Israel and the people of Israel.

Consider the irony: for 2,000 years, the 
nations of the world told the Jews to leave, 
to go back home where we belong. Now that 
we have done just that, they are telling us 
once again to move on and make room for 
someone else.

But this time, there is a difference. We have 
nowhere else to go. And we did not wait two 
millennia to get back our land only to turn it 
over to our foes.

So let us draw a line in the sand and send 
the UN a clear and unequivocal message: 
there will be no more retreats or withdrawals. 
The Jewish people have returned to the hills 
of Judea and the outskirts of Jerusalem. We 
are here to stay. Get used to it.

(Michael Freund is the Jerusalem-based Founder 
and Chairman of Shavei Israel (www.shavei.org), 
and a correspondent and syndicated columnist for the 
Jerusalem Post)

By Michael Freund

If this is not an  
assault on Zionism, 

then what is?

Will Israel survive? That 
question hasn’t really been 

asked since 1967. Then, a far 
weaker Israel was surrounded on 
all sides by Arab dictatorships that 
were equipped with sophisticated 
weapons from their nuclear patron, 
the Soviet Union. But now, things 
are far worse for the Jewish state.

Egyptian mobs just tried to 
storm the Israeli embassy in Cairo 
and kill any Israelis they could get 
their hands on. Whatever Egyptian 
government emerges, it will be 
more Islamist than before – and 
may renounce the peace accords 
with Israel.

One thing unites Syrian and 
Libyan dissidents: They seem 
to hate Israel as much as the 
murderous dictators whom they 
have been trying to throw out.

The so-called “Arab Spring” 
was supposed to usher in Arab 
self-introspection about why 
intolerant strongmen keep 
sprouting up in the Middle East. 
Post-revolutionary critics could 
freely examine self-inflicted Arab 
wounds, such as tribalism, religious 
intolerance, authoritarianism, 
endemic corruption, closed 
economies and gender apartheid.

But so far, “revolutionaries” 
sound a lot more like reactionaries. 
They are more often retreating 
to the tired conspiracies that the 
Israelis and Americans pushed onto 

innocent Arab publics homegrown 
corrupt madmen such as Bashar 
Assad, Muammar Gadhafi and 
Hosni Mubarak.

In 1967, the more powerful 
periphery of the Middle East – 
the Shah’s Iran, Kemalist Turkey, 
a military-run Pakistan and the 
Gulf monarchies – was mostly 
uninvolved in the Israel-Arab 
frontline fighting.

Not now. A soon-to-be-nuclear 
Iran serially promises to destroy 
Israel. The Erdogan government 
in Turkey brags about its Ottoman 
Islamist past – and wants to 
provoke Israel into an eastern 
Mediterranean shooting war. 
Pakistan is the world’s leading 
host and exporter of jihadists 

obsessed with destroying Israel. 
The oil-rich Gulf states use their 
vast petroleum wealth and clout 
to line up oil importers against 
Israel. The 21st century United 
Nations is a de facto enemy of the 
Jewish state.

Meanwhile, the West is nearly 
bankrupt. The European Union 
is on the brink of dissolving, 
its population shrinking amid 
growing numbers of Islamic 
immigrants.

America is $16 trillion in debt. 
We are tired of three wars. The 
Obama administration initially 
thought putting a little “light” 
into the once-solid relationship 
between Israel and the United 
States might coax Arab countries 

into negotiating a peace. That new 
American triangulation certainly 
has given a far more confident 
Muslim world more hope – but 
it’s hope that just maybe the 
United States now cannot or will 
not come to Israel’s aid if Muslim 
states ratchet up the tension.

It is trendy to blame Israel 
intransigence for all these bleak 
developments. But to do so is 
simply to forget history. There 
were three Arab efforts to destroy 
Israel before it occupied any 
borderlands after its victory in 
1967. Later, it gave back all of 
Sinai and yet now faces a hostile 
Egypt. It got out of Lebanon – 
and Hezbollah crowed that Israel 
was weakening, as that terrorist 
organization moved in and 
stockpiled thousands of missiles 
pointed at Tel Aviv. Israel got 
out of Gaza and earned as thanks 
both rocket showers and a terrorist 
Hamas government sworn to 
destroy the Jewish state.

The Arab Middle East damns 
Israel for not granting a “right of 
return” into Israel to Palestinians 
who have not lived there in nearly 
70 years. But it keeps embarrassed 
silence about the more than 
half-million Jews whom Arab 
dictatorships much later ethnically 
cleansed from Baghdad, Damascus 
and Cairo, and sent back into Israel. 
On cue, the Palestinian ambassador 

to the United States again brags that 
there will be no Jews allowed in his 
newly envisioned, and American 
subsidized, Palestinian state – a 
boast with eerie historical parallels.

By now we know both what will 
start and deter yet another conflict 
in the Middle East. In the past, 
wars broke out when the Arab 
states thought they could win them 
and stopped when they conceded 
they could not.

But now a new array of factors 
– ever more Islamist enemies of 
Israel such as Turkey and Iran, ever 
more likelihood of frontline Arab 
Islamist governments, ever more 
fear of Islamic terrorism, ever 
more unabashed anti-Semitism, 
ever more petrodollars flowing 
into the Middle East, ever more 
chance of nuclear Islamist states, 
and ever more indifference by 
Europe and the United States – 
has probably convinced Israel’s 
enemies that finally they can win 
what they could not in 1947, 1956, 
1967, 1973, 1982 and 2006.

So brace yourself. The next war 
against Israel is no longer a matter 
of if, only when. And it will be 
far more deadly than any we’ve 
witnessed in quite some time.

(Victor Davis Hanson is an American 
historian and author of The End of Sparta, 
a novel about ancient freedom)

(Source: Townhall.com)

Can Israel Survive?
By Victor Davis Hanson

Zion Gate

Arab Spring
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War is Inevitable

The number of dead Israelis is 
mounting, and the war has not 

even officially begun.

It commenced with a combined 
attack near Eilat, in Israel’s south, 
and quickly crept up moving in 
two directions, one along the 
seashore in a north-north-westerly 
direction, the other in a north-
north-easterly direction crossing 
the vast expanse of the Negev.

The Gazans realized that firing 
multiple missiles at once renders 
Israel’s Iron Dome system less 
effective. It is able to stop some, 
but not all the missiles. So a 
barrage of Grad missiles hit Israeli 
towns and cities, like the Negev 
capital, Beer Sheva.

The escalation has been fast 
and calculated. Israel has been 
as swift in eliminating the 
perpetrators of the attack and 
their direct commanders, but alas 
there is a never-ending stream of 
volunteers-to-the-cause behind 
them. One is destroyed; ten stand 
to fill his place.

Thirty missiles launched, 
thousands ready to be launched 
behind them. No shortage here 
either.

And this is from one source: 
Gaza.

The Middle East in 2011 has 
proven that the impossible and 
unthinkable happens and keeps 
surprising us with its appearance, 
intensity and grandeur. Mubarak, 
Qaddafi, Assad, Turkey’s ascent, 
Egypt’s cancellation of the Peace 
Treaty with Israel. Some are still 
in the works, but then there is a 
whole third of the year still ahead 
of us.

Thus, one must always look at 
the bigger picture and other players 

in the region. Those who call 
themselves “Palestinians” (residents 
and citizens of Israel, namely 
Israeli Arabs) have not joined the 
uprising of their brethren in Gaza 
yet. Hezbollah has not reared 
its ugly head, and is extremely 
coordinated with Hamas in Gaza. 
Then there are multiple others in 
this neighborhood, all hostile to 
Israel and seeking its destruction.

Israelis in the south are feeling 
the discomfort of living under 
missile fires, but the rest of Israel, 
for the moment, is quiet. Not for 
long.

So what does Israel do? The 
reaction does not extend beyond 
those directly responsible. 
Alas, Israel is mistaken again. 
Those responsible are not only 
the launchers and their cohort 

of bandits. Instead, it is the 
system as a whole and Hamas, 
from the snake’s head to the last 
“freedom fighters”-terrorists. It 
is the Palestinian Authority. It is 
Hezbollah and its system of caves 
and underground bunkers, from 
its head-rat to the last “Warrior.” 
It is Syria who has been 
supplying the military might to 
Hezbollah, and it is Iran who has 
been masterminding, supplying, 
training and orchestrating the 
events.

What is Israel to do? Should it 
choose collective punishment or 
wait, licking its wounds, burying 
its dead and lamenting some 
illusion of an elusive peace? 
Maybe ignore all that is happening 
against it and focus instead on 
members of its middle-class losing 
their standing and becoming 
destitute?  Luckily at this point 
in time, Israel will be left with no 
choice but to retaliate. Israel would 
not be able to ignore the mounting 
dead, day after day, and the dozens 
injured. The disruption of daily 
life would become unbearable and 
would creep toward the Center, 
where all the “beautiful souls” 
who want peace and think Israel 
needs to surrender now bask in the 
joys of life. Life in oblivion will 
continue until the missiles get to 
their doorsteps, or actually until 
they start falling from the skies on 
their rooftops and gardens, parks 
and shopping centers, cafes and 
restaurants.

There will be only one course of 
action, one that has conveniently 
been avoided repeatedly. Israel’s 
air superiority has proven 
insufficient. Ground action is 
necessary, as was evident both 
in the Second War in Lebanon in 
the summer of 2006 and during 
the land excursion into Gaza in 
late December 2008 - beginning 
January 2009.

Israel will have to conquer 
Gaza, kilometer by kilometer, 
until the region once again is 

under full Israeli control. Israel 
will have to disengage the Gazans 
from Gaza in a unilateral action 
to reverse the Disengagement of 
the summer of 2005.

For those who may mistake Gaza 
for anything other than what it is, 
it is an area of approximately 150 
square miles (25 x 6). Its residents 
have vowed to do everything to 
bring on Israel’s destruction and 
are acting against civilian centers 
in Israel.  They initiate death and 
mayhem, the classic definition of 
inflicting terror.

For them, all courses of action 
are beneficial: Kill Israelis, it 
helps. Wound them, not bad.  
Be killed? It is OK since you 
are going to heaven for an 
eternal-life of sex with virgins and 
enslavement of women. Anyone 
killed fighting is fine, since it 
will help hasten Israel’s downfall.  
They create scenes that the most 
famous theatrical productions in 
the world would not be ashamed 
to host. Israel is then accused 
of “collective punishment” and 
“committing atrocities.”

 Not enough dead? Inflate the 
numbers or exhume bodies from 
graves. That will do just fine.

Whatever they do, there is a 
carte blanche justification, whereas 
whatever happens as a result is 
Israel’s fault. At the end of the day, 
Israel will be blamed according to 
the double standard now in effect. 
The world deliberately ignores 
the facts and fabricates Goldstone 
Reports of its own.

Israel’s action must be swift and 
painful. It must overtake Gaza, 
destroying everything in its wake 
if there is even the slightest sign of 
resistance. Shoot from a mosque, 
school or hospital, or even from 
the most revered “UN buildings,” 
these should be destroyed within 
moments. Imagine the sights and 
sounds of the ensuing explosions, 
with all those missiles and 
explosives stored there. Guilty of 

war crimes? The party that uses 
civilian centers to warehouse 
elements of war?

There must be refugee camps 
erected elsewhere, and the 
population transferred to these 
camps far away from Gaza. Gaza 
must no longer exist.

Why? Clearly because Gaza 
contains the largest stockpile 
of missiles and other means of 
warfare in the entire region. 
Also because Gaza has another 
side, hidden from above, of 
underground tunnels creating a 
city below a city. Lastly, because 
there are supposedly real refugees 
who keep squandering the billions 
they receive from Europe, the UN 
and elsewhere. Let them be at a 
real refugee camp and let Israel 
take care of them.

Israel may have to foot the bill 
in the short term, but it can keep 
a tab and present it to all those 
concerned. Besides, treating the 
“refugee” problem once and for 
all will be much cheaper than 
perpetuating the idea of “eternal 
refugees.”

Gaza must be no more. It wants 
war, not peace, so it must be 
prepared for the fulfillment of its 
craving. If it wants to die, Israel 
must ensure that terror dies with it. 
All the “innocent” Gazans can be 
transferred. They never wanted to 
be in Gaza in the first place. They 
want Jaffe and Acre, Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem.

In fact, as a first step, they 
should be moved to Judea and 
Samaria. In newly erected tent 
cities there will be schools where 
math and foreign languages, 
literature and science are taught, 
not how to become a martyr or a 
terrorist. Schools where childhood 
blossoms rather than destroyed. 
Schools where hatred is eradicated 
and love and respect taught.

At one point there will be peace, 
but for peace to exist, there must 
be no Gaza. Gaza at the moment 
is the power base of evil, the 
embodiment of Israel’s failure to 
deal with a situation and the clear 
upper hand of Hamas.

Hamas calls things by name. 
It is time that it is fed some of its 
own medicine.

Some may say that this will lead 
to Israel loosing its support base 
with American Jews and others 
throughout the world. To them 
I say, American Jewry long ago 
deserted the Jewish State, and 
the world will condemn Israel no 
matter what she does. So she must 
act. It is better to be alive and 
accused than dead and maligned.

(Ari Bussel is a reporter and an activist 
on behalf of Israel, the Jewish Homeland. 
He has a deep passion and commitment 
to truth. Bussel has collaborated with 
award-winning investigative journalist and 
author Norma Zager in a series of essays 
“Postcards from Israel - Postcards from 
Home”)

By Ari Bussel

The Gaza Strip

IDF tank crew at Gaza border photo@isranet
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The Servant’s Global Mission – Isaiah 49

In this chapter the prophet Isaiah begins to 
focus on the Servant of the LORD who 

will bring salvation to the world. The word 
“listen,” (48:1,12,16; 49:1) and the reference 
to a message that tells of the Servant’s 
mission and spiritual success, would be for 
“the ends of the earth” (48:20; 49:6) connect 
it to chapter 48. 

The first words of the Servant, “Listen 
to Me” in Isaiah chapter 49:1 demands 
a worldwide hearing and deserves the 
attention of you and me today.

Call to the Nations

 “The  Servant of the LORD says, Listen 
to Me, you islands; hear this, you distant 
nations,” which represent the entire known 
world (Is. 40:15). Compared with “Comfort, 
comfort My people, says your God. Speak 
comfort to Jerusalem” (Is. 40:1,2a), the 
prophetic vision is broadening to reveal 
more and more nations. This Servant has 
something to say that is very important for 
the Jews and the Gentile world as well.

After the call to attention, the Servant 
begins by relating His calling and 
commission from the Lord before He was 
born. These words came to life as Mary, the 
young woman of Nazareth, heard an angelic 
voice say to her she would have a Son who 
would be “called the Son of the Most High. 
The Lord will give Him the throne of His 
father David, and He will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; His kingdom will 
never end” (Luke 1:32-33). 

The prophet Jeremiah and the apostle 
Paul were similarly called and appointed 
in the foreknowledge of God (Jer. 1:5; 
Gal. 1:15). This coming of the Servant had 
always been in the plan, purpose, and mind 
of God (Is. 49:1).

The Servant turns from describing His 
calling and appointment to the equipping by 
God the Father. “He made My mouth like a 
sharpened sword” (Is. 49:2), as sharp and 
penetrating as a sharp sword to one’s heart 
(Jer. 23:29); Hebrews 4:12). This image 
points to His awesome divine authority, as 
envisioned by John the apostle in Revelation 
1, “In His right hand He held seven stars, 
and out of His mouth came a sharp double-
edged sword” (1:16). “Out of His mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike 
down the nations” (Rev. 19:14-15).

Who is the Servant?

The question that confronts us is: “Who is 
this Servant” who was called from His birth 
to be God’s Servant (Is. 49:5)?

Isaiah spoke of God’s Servant in varying 
ways. The Servant was a corporate group 
–  Israel, spiritually blind and deaf to 
God’s purposes (Is. 6:9,10; 22:145; 29:11; 
32:3, 42:19). The LORD charged Israel, 
His servant, with unfaithfulness. In an 
important comparison, positive qualities 
of the Servant (Is. 42:1-7) are personified 
into an individual, the Messiah, but terms 
of reproach toward God’s servant (Is. 
42:18,19,22-24) are personified in the 
nation, Israel. 

He was representative of a righteous 
remnant within Israel (Is. 44:1,2,8; 51:6,7). 
He was thought of as another Moses 
who would lead a new exodus out of the 
captivity of sin (Is. 48). He was the great 
Servant who would lead a servant-people 
out to the nations in mission (Is. 52:1,7,10). 

He was the sinless Servant, which qualified 
Him to take upon Himself the sins of His 
people and thus achieve the victory of God’s 
Kingdom (Is. 53:4-6,10-12).

Israel the servant is ‘blind and deaf’ and 
needing to be delivered from her captivity 
and needs to be redeemed (Is. 42:19; 44:1-2, 
21; 45:4; 48:20). 

However, the prophet Isaiah points 
unmistakably to an individual Servant of the 
Lord who does not need to be redeemed but 
is the Redeemer of Israel, the nation. This 
Servant, who is an individual, belongs to the 
nation Israel, but is her Rescuer. He is the 
true embodiment of what the nation Israel 
failed to do, namely, the one “in whom I will 
be glorified.” 

From the very beginning, suffering was to 
characterize the coming Deliverer: “And I 
will put enmity between you and the woman, 
and between your seed and her seed; He 
shall bruise you on the head, and you shall 
bruise Him on the heel“ (Genesis 3:15).

The New Testament applied the role and 
theme of the Suffering Servant to none other 
than Jesus Christ, and the Church must 
know the same suffering if she is to bring 
the nations to faith in her Lord (Col. 1:24; 2 
Cor. 1:5; 1 Peter 4:13).

The Servant confesses His sense of failure 
due to Israel’s poor response (Is.49 4, 7; 
53:1), “Yet what is due Me is in the LORD’s 
hand.” He accepts emotional suffering and 
frustrating toil with confidence that God 
will reward Him.

Ingathering

The LORD has a new task for the Servant. 
The Servant will now have a ministry to 
Israel (Is. 49:5). Therefore, it is impossible 
for Israel to be the Servant; neither is 
the Servant a mere personification of the 
faithful remnant. The number of references 
to His birth suggest that He is a person, and 
not just the essence of a whole group, hence 
the reference to His being “formed in the 
womb to be His Servant.”

The first component of His call is “to 
bring Jacob back to Him and to gather 
Israel to Himself,” which means a spiritual 
revival and a rekindling of faith that has 
long been largely absent from the nation of 
Israel.

To the eye of the prophet Isaiah, which 
can range far down the corridor of history, 
the return of the people from exile coincides 
with the Messianic age. Even though the 

two events are separated by centuries, they 
are part and parcel of the same redemptive 
work of God. The Babylonian exile and 
restoration to the land can only be the 
beginning of the final restoration of Israel in 
the last days. And that event is taking place 
right now, in front of our own eyes. And so, 
in the will and in the power of God, Israel 
will leave the land of the Gentiles to live in 
Israel, where the LORD promised He would 
dwell personally on Mount Zion (Isa 2:2-4).

It is too small a task to redeem only the 
tribes of Jacob – ethnic Israel (Is. 49:5-6). 
It is clear that the Servant, though He 
embodies Israel, is nevertheless distinct 
from Israel, and has a calling to serve Israel 
and beyond. Far from failing, the Servant 
is declared by God to be the only hope of 
the world. The LORD will also make the 
Servant “ as a Light to the Gentiles (or 
nations) in order that He “may bring God’s 
salvation to the ends of the earth.” The 
Servant is not the agent of communicating 
salvation to the Gentiles, but rather He in 
His own person is salvation – the only light 
in this dark world that brings salvation 
(Luke 22:32; John 8:12). Jews and Gentiles 
alike need light because all are lost in the 
darkness of sin and ignorance of God. It is 
not true that all religions lead to God or that 
one religion is as good as another. Jesus said 
very clearly that He is the only way to God 
(John 14:6) and Peter, filled with the Holy 
Spirit, said, “Salvation is found in no one 
else” (Acts 4:12).

Unlike the kings of this world, the Servant 
of the LORD conquers by sufferings (Is. 53; 
50:6; 52:14-15). “This is what the LORD 
says: The Redeemer and Holy One of Israel” 
to the one “who was despised and abhorred 
by the nation” and who is “the Servant of 
rulers.” He will endure oppression and 

rejection by the people and their rulers. But 
in His triumph, kings will rise from their 
thrones out of respect for the Servant and 
princes will bow down before Him. Why? 
Because the faithful LORD, the Holy One 
of Israel, chose Him.

God will make His Servant “to be a 
covenant for the people.” He is Himself 
the LORD’s covenant: “This cup is the 
new covenant in My blood” (1 Corinthians 
11:25). Just as Passover celebrated delivery 
from slavery in Egypt, so the Lord’s Supper 
celebrates deliverance from sin by Christ’s 
death. Now all people can personally 
approach God and communicate with 
Him. The new covenant completes, rather 
than replaces, the old covenant, fulfilling 
everything the old covenant looked forward 
to (Jer. 31:31-34).

God’s Tender Care

“But Zion said, The LORD has forsaken 
me, the Lord has forgotten me” (Is. 49:14-
16). But Isaiah pointed out that God would 
never forget them. God’s love for Jerusalem 
and His people go way beyond the love of 
a mother for her nursing baby. God says, 
“Though she may forget, I will not forget 
you. See, I have engraved you on the palms 
of My hands; your walls are ever before 
Me.” The words “engraved” and “ever” 
carry the idea of permanence, for nothing 
can separate God’s people and their city of 
Jerusalem from His mind and heart (Romans 
9:35-39).

God’s covenant promises and purposes 
require one who has power and authority 
to carry them out. God is such a one! He 
moves history for the benefit of His people 
(Is. 45:14; 60:10-14).

God lifts up His hands, and causes the 
nations to do His will. He summons the 
Gentiles to bring the Jewish people back to 
Jerusalem (Is. 49:22). “They will bring your 
sons in their arms and carry your daughters 
on their shoulders.” Not only will kings 
and queens, those of the highest stature, 
bow before the Servant, as they will also 
acknowledge the special relationship Israel 
has with the LORD (Is. 49:23,26). 

The faith of God’s people will finally 
be personal and rewarding. God will 
show Himself powerful on behalf of His 
people Israel, displaying His might to their 
captors as He did to the Egyptians. God 
will contend for His people against those 
who contend with them. In fact, God will 
make their oppressors “eat their own flesh” 
and “be drunk on their own blood” (Is. 
49:26). Defying God’s purpose of grace is 
self-destructive (Philippians 1:27-28).

At the end of the chapter the triumph 
of the sovereign God is proclaimed. His 
deliverance of His people is a revelation of 
His glorious person for all to see. He is the 
Redeemer, Savior, Deliverer, and Defender 
of His people. He identifies with them in 
His title ”The Mighty One of Jacob” (Is. 
49:26).

Life on earth is short in relation to 
eternity. People come and go. All will one 
day face the Servant of the LORD, bowing 
to Him as Savior or bowing to Him as Judge 
(John 5:28-29). The time to present the truth 
of the Servant’s mission is today. 

(Henk Kamsteeg is the Managing Editor 
of Israel & Christians Today, and the 
Director of Christians for Israel Asia, 
Australia & New Zealand)

Henk Kamsteeg

By Henk Kamsteeg
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The Unique Nature of Jew Hatred

As many of the nations of the world 
align themselves against Israel, this is 

a good time to be reminded of the unique 
nature of anti-Semitism, hatred of the Jews 
because they are Jews. And while few 
people would claim that the modern state of 
Israel is flawless in its conduct or that the 
Jewish people are above moral reproach, it 
is clear that there is something irrational, 
even diabolical, about Jew hatred. Consider 
the evidence in its totality.

Anti-Semitism is the longest hatred of 
all time.

Catholic scholar Edward Flannery 
wrote: “Antisemitism is the longest and 
deepest hatred of human history. . . . What 
other hatred has endured some twenty-
three centuries and survived a genocide of 
6,000,000 of its victims in its twenty-third 
century of existence only to find itself still 
intact and rich in potential for many years 
of life?”  Today, Anti-Semitism is at its 
highest levels since immediately before 
the Holocaust, equaling, in fact, those 
pre-Holocaust levels. How can this be?

The accusations against the Jewish 
people, found in the biblical book of Esther 
roughly 2,500 years old, still ring true in the 
hearts of many anti-Semites today: “There 
is a certain people dispersed and scattered 
among the peoples . . . whose customs are 
different from those of all other people and 
who do not obey [international] laws; it is 
not in [our] best interest to tolerate them” 
(Esther 3:8, with slight modifications made 
to make this more contemporary). Why has 
this hatred of the Jews persisted for so long?

Anti-Semitism is the most widespread 
hatred of all time.

It can be traced from the Greco-Roman 
world to Christianity (yes, Christianity, 
including vicious comments from some 
of the Church’s greatest leaders);  from 
Islam to Fascism to Communism (intense 
anti-Semitism links Muslim terrorists, 

Adolph Hitler, and Joseph Stalin); 
from White Supremacists to Black 
Supremacists; from university campuses 
to the world press; from the philosopher 
Voltaire to the historian Arnold Toynbee; 
from the composer Richard Wagner 
to the car designer Henry Ford; from 
Japan to Russia to Iran. Why the Jews? 
A few years ago, a very bizarre group made 
a big media splash when they claimed to 
have produced the world’s first human clone. 
The group, called the Raelians, is a UFO 
religion, led by its founder Rael, who claims 
to have been enlightened by aliens. After 
hearing the cloning report, I went to the 
Raelian website, purely out of curiosity. To 
my utter amazement, the featured message 
from Rael was laced with anti-Jewish 
sentiments, including the charge that “Israel 

is engaged in State terrorism” and the claim 
that “a small handful of the millions of 
American Jews are holding the rest of the 
250 million Americans hostage.”  Even the 
Raelians were polluted by an anti-Semitic 
stream! Why this widespread hatred of the 
Jews?

Anti-Semitism is the most vicious 
hatred of all time. 

Both the incredible violence and the 
depth of animosity against the Jews defy 
rational explanation. The enormity and 
depravity of the Holocaust alone testifies to 
the viciousness of this hatred, and yet the 
Holocaust is simply the worst of countless 
acts of Jew hatred over the centuries. So 
depraved were the Nazis (and other Jew 
killers) that Jewish infants were sometimes 
thrown into burning pits alive in order 

to save a bullet, leading to the oft-quoted 
dictum of Rabbi Irving Greenberg: 
“Moreover, summon up the principle that 
no statement should be made [about the 
Holocaust] that could not be made in the 
presence of the burning children.”  Nothing 
more needs to be said.

Anti-Semitism is the most irrational 
hatred of all time. 

The absurdity of the anti-Semitic libels 
defies rational explanation. When the 
Black Plague decimated Europe, Jews 
were accused of starting the plague by 
poisoning the wells with a mixture made of 
spiders, lizards and the hearts of Christians 
mixed together with the sacred elements 
of the Lord’s supper. Outraged mobs 
slaughtered thousands of Jews as a result of 
this pernicious rumor. When the Catholic 
Church declared in 1215 that the elements 
of communion literally became the body 
and blood of Jesus, Jews were accused of 
stealing and torturing communion wafers, 
leading to Jewish communities being burned 
at the stake. In the Muslim world today, 
it is still believed that every year, Jews 
kidnap and torture a priest (or other victim), 
using his blood to make Passover matzah 
(unleavened bread). The Muslim world also 
takes seriously the Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion, a notorious forged document from 
the nineteenth century that claims to report 
the secret plans of a hidden group of Jewish 
leaders who are poised to take over the 
entire world—ultimately bringing it into 
subjection to the Hindu god Vishnu! Jews 
have even been accused of controlling the 
Catholic Church.

Article Seventeen of the Hamas 
Charter refers to “Zionist organizations 
under various names and shapes, such as 
Freemasons, Rotary Clubs, espionage groups 
and others which are all nothing more than 
cells of subversion and saboteurs.” Even the 
Masons are controlled by the Jews!

And so the story continues…

By Michael Brown

Trafalgar Square, UK

At rallies, a counter-conference and 
“dialogue tents,” opponents of the 

Durban III conference portrayed the U.N. 
proceedings as hypocritical and deeply 
flawed.

The Durban conferences have previously 
been criticized by Western governments for 
allegedly promoting rather than combating 
racism. Australia, Austria, Bulgaria, Canada, 
the Czech Republic, France, Germany, 
Israel, Italy, the Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Poland, the United Kingdom and the United 
States had all announced that they would 
boycott Durban III. They charged that the 
Durban process has been used to promote 
racism, intolerance, antisemitism and 
Holocaust denial, and to erode freedom of 
speech and Israel’s right to exist. 

The Hudson Institute and Touro College 
hosted a counter-conference titled “The 
Perils of Global Intolerance: The United 
Nations and Durban III” at a hotel near the 
United Nations building in New York. The 
conference was organized by Nobel Prize 
laureate Elie Wiesel and human rights 
scholar Anne Bayevsky.

The Zionist organization StandWithUs 
held a circus-themed rally that drew about 
200 protesters to stress that the presence of 

Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
at the United Nations makes a mockery of 
democracy.

The Jewish Community Relations Council 
of New York and the Israeli Consulate in 
New York held several “open dialogue tents” 
for New Yorkers to talk about the issues 
riveting the United Nations. Israel’s minister 
of public diplomacy and Diaspora affairs, 
Yuli Edelstein, spoke in one of the tents.

Also near the United Nations, thousands 
of Iranian-American pro-democracy 
campaigners protested the Iranian 
government. Along with prominent 
speakers, the Jewish-backed group Iran180 
held a mock wedding between effigies of 
Ahmadinejad and Syrian President Bashar 
Assad; they were married under a chuppah.

Speakers at the counter-conference 
included Ron Lauder, the president of 
the World Jewish Congress; former U.N. 
ambassador to the United Nations John 
Bolton; Nobel laureate Elie Wiesel; former 
New York City Mayor Ed Koch; and the 
current and former Israeli ambassadors.

Many of the speakers offered an insider’s 
look at what transpired at the original 
Durban conference, in South Africa in 2001. 
Wiesel recalled his resignation from the 
Durban committee and described the United 
Nations as a “great idea that has been 
perverted. It has become a forum far from 
the aspirations of its founders,” he said.

The speakers seemed divided on the 
continued significance of the Durban 
process. Israel’s ambassador to the United 
Nations, Ron Prosor, described it as a 
continued danger, but Koch and others 
argued that its time has passed.

“Durban III has been a flop,” Koch said. 
“There is no media. People on the street 
aren’t interested. They have failed in their 
efforts and their PR strategy.” Koch called 
President Obama’s speech Wednesday at the 
U.N. General Assembly extraordinary.

“I think he got the message,” the former 
Democratic mayor said, referring to his 

attempt to “send a message” to the White 
House by supporting the Republican 
candidate in the recent special congressional 
election in New York to fill the seat vacated 
by Anthony Weiner.

Representatives of Iran, Cuba and 
Lebanon blasted Israel at the Durban 
Review Conference on Thursday.

While some speakers in the morning 
session made reference to what Iran’s 
representative called “the stonewalling 
behavior” of a few nations – the more than a 
dozen countries that are boycotting Durban 
III out of concern for anti-Israel bias – most 
speakers used the session as an opportunity 
to herald the progress of their own countries 
in combating racism. That included, for 
example, the representative from Zimbabwe, 
who called his nation “a tolerant and peace-
loving country.”

In his own remarks at the session, 
Amnesty International’s representative, 
Jose Luis Diaz, accused many participating 
countries of being in a “state of denial” 
about human rights abuses and racism in 
their countries, saying nations were using 
the conference to “score political points.”

(Source: www.jta.org)

Durban III Counter-Conference
By Jewish Telegraphic Agency

Anne Bayevsky and Elie Wiesel
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Comfort for God’s People

The Middle East is the land of the Bible 
and centre stage of today’s world 

events, feared by politicians and headlined 
in our newspapers. As tension continues to 
mount between Israel and the Arab states, 
the world looks on, frightened by what the 
future might hold. Will Israel succeed as she 
fights for the territories that God assigned to 
her?

As we stand with Israel and pray for the 
Peace of Jerusalem, we are told in Isaiah 40 
to also comfort the Jewish people, especially 
at this most crucial juncture in their history. 
This is unfolded in Isaiah 40:1-8 a passage 
which falls naturally into three successive 
sections, that are distinct but logically 
interconnected. The first section consists 
of verses 1-2; the second of verses 3-5; the 
third of verses 6-8.

The first section opens with the key word 
– ‘Comfort…’

Comfort, comfort my people, says your 
God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has 
been completed, that her sin has been paid 
for, that she has received from the Lord’s 
hand double for all her sins’

The opening verbs of both verses – 
‘comfort’ and ‘speak’ – are in the plural. 
That is to say, they are addressed not to an 
individual, but to a group of people. Thus 
we have in these verses two distinct groups 
of people. One group is that which God calls 
‘my people’. The other group consists of 
those who are charged to be comforters of 
‘my people’. It is important that we identify 
each of these two groups.

Who are the ones here called ‘my people’ 
– those who need to be comforted? For three 
reasons I believe it is the Jewish people who 
are thus described.

First, chapter 40 introduces an important 
new section of the total prophecy, which 
continues on right through chapter 48. The 
main theme of this entire section is God’s 
dealing with Israel – both in judgement and 
in restoration. It is therefore appropriate that 
in the very first verse the words ‘my people’ 
should focus our attention on Israel.

Second, the message of comfort to ‘my 
people’ is also a message of comfort to 
Jerusalem. This is consistent with the 
historical attitude of the Jewish people 
towards Jerusalem Throughout the nineteen 
centuries of their exile, they have never 
ceased to grieve over Jerusalem’s desolation 
or to pray for her restoration. The eternal, 
unchanging dedication of the Jewish people 
to Jerusalem’s welfare is summed up in the 
words of Psalm 137:5-6: 

If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
May my right hand forget her skill.
May my tongue cleave to the roof of my 

mouth, 
If I do not remember you,
If I do not exalt Jerusalem, 
Above my chief joy.

Any message that promises comfort to 
the Jewish people must at the same time 
also promise it to Jerusalem. Otherwise the 
promised comfort would be hollow and 
incomplete.

Third, there is no section of humanity 
whose need of comfort can even be 
compared with that of the Jewish people. 
In the course of human history, many other 
radical and religious groups have been 
the victims of prejudice and persecution. 
But the sufferings of the Jewish people far 

exceed all others in their scope, in their 
intensity and in their duration. It is therefore 
consistent with the wisdom and the mercy 
of God that he now promises them not only 
regathering, but also comfort.

In a picture of Israel’s restoration in Psalm 
147:2-3, the psalmist brings together these 
two aspects of God’s mercy: 

The Lord builds up Jerusalem;  he gathers 
the exiles of Israel. 

He heals the brokenhearted and binds up 
their wounds.’

To fulfil God’s purposes of mercy, the 
rebuilding of Jerusalem and the regathering 
of Israel’s exiles must be consummated by 
the healing of the brokenhearted and the 
binding up of their wounds.

It still remains to identify the second 
group of persons referred to in Isaiah 40:1. 
If ‘my people’ here denotes Israel, then 
who is the other group of people in this 
verse who are exhorted to comfort Israel?  
Clearly they are not Israel, and yet they 
believe in God who speaks to them through 
the prophets of Israel and they accept his 
prophetic word as authoritative in their 
lives. I know of only one group who answer 
to this description. It is the whole body of 
Christians worldwide who accepts the Bible 
as God’s word and are committed to obey it. 
It is to them that God now speaks and says: 
‘Comfort my people…speak tenderly to 
Jerusalem.’

By their faith in Scripture and by the 
revelation of the Holy Spirit, Christians can 
already affirm with confidence that which 
is not yet fully manifested in the events 
of history: the sufferings of Israel and the 
desolations of Jerusalem are coming to their 
end; a new day of mercy is dawning.

In the next section of his prophecy – 
chapter 40:3-5 – Isaiah issues a call to 
prepare the way of the Lord: 

A voice of one calling:
In the desert for the Lord; make straight 

in the wilderness a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be raised up, every 

mountain and hill made low; the rough 
ground shall become level, the rugged 
places a plain. 

And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, 
and all mankind together will see it. 

For the mouth of the Lord has spoken.

Each of these verses unfolds an important 
truth in relation to the comforting of Israel. 
Verse 3 tells us that this message of comfort 
to Israel serves to ‘prepare the way of the 
ord.” For each coming of the Messiah, a 
special ministry is needed to prepare the 

hearts of his people so that they may be 
ready to receive him. The New Testament 
reveals that it was the ministry of John the 
Baptist which prepared the way for the first 
coming of Jesus (Mark 1:1-4).

Before the second coming of Jesus, there 
will once more be a special ministry needed 
to prepare the hearts of Israel. This ministry, 
like that of John, will call for repentance, 
but it will also promise comfort to those 
who repent. As we have seen already from 
Isaiah 40:1, God is calling Bible-believing 
Christians worldwide to have a part in this 
end-time ministry of preparing the hearts of 
Israel for their Messiah.

Verse 4 of Isaiah warns of tremendous 
changes that will be associated with the 
return of the Jews. Valleys will be raised 
up; mountains will be brought down; rough 
and rugged ground will be leveled. Similar 
descriptions are found in related passages, 
such as Isaiah 2:2 and Zechariah 14:4,10. 
These cataclysmic upheavals represent the 
climax of the ‘birth pangs’ that will usher in 
the new age.

Certainly these passages describe actual 
geological changes that will take place. 
However, there is also a wider significance 
to them. Much that is arrogant and highly 
esteemed in our contemporary culture 
will be cast down by God’s judgements 
on human pride. Some nations that appear 
today appear to dominate the world will 
be humiliated and may even pass from the 
scene of history altogether. On the other 
hand, some other nations today considered 
weak and insignificant will be elevated into 
positions of honour and prosperity. This will 
fulfil the statement of Jesus in Matthew 5:5: 
‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit 
the earth.’ 

Verse 5 of Isaiah 40 unfolds the 
consummation to which all of God’s 
end-time purposes are directed. It will be 
the revelation of God’s glory to the entire 
human race. A similar picture, associated 
with the restoration of Israel and with the 
return of the Lord, is found in Isaiah 59:19-
20: 

From the west, men will fear the name of 
the Lord, and from the rising of the sun, they 
will revere his glory…

The Redeemer will come from Zion, to 
those in Jacob who repent of their sins,’ 
declares the Lord.

Each of these passages from Isaiah ends 
with an emphatic declaration that it is God 
himself who has given the promise of the 
revelation of his glory to the whole earth. In 
Isaiah 40:5, the closing phrase is: ‘For the 
mouth of the Lord has spoken.” In Isaiah 
59:20 the closing phrase is: ‘declares the 
Lord.’ With this special form of emphasis, 
God himself accepts responsibility for the 
declaration that his ultimate purpose is this 
worldwide revelation of his glory, to which 
the regathering and the comforting of Israel 
are an essential prelude.

Isaiah climaxes the third section of this 
prophetic passage – chapter 40:6-8 – with 
the actual message of comfort that is to be 
delivered to Israel: 

A voice says, ‘Cry out.’ 
And I said, ‘What shall I cry?” 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, 

because the breath of the Lord blows on 
them. 

Surely the people are grass. 
The grass withers and the flowers fall, but 

the word of our God stands for ever.

The prophet has been told that there is 
a message of comfort to be delivered. He 
now inquires what this message is to be. In 
reply, he is told, ‘All men are like grass…’ 
At first we may be tempted to inquire what 
kind of comfort is found in this message. It 
speaks of the frailty and impermanence of 
all human strength and glory. All is doomed 
to wither and pass away, just like the grass 
and the flowers. Furthermore, the grass and 
the flowers wither ‘because the breath of 
the Lord blows on them.’ It is God himself 
who puts an end to their life. Likewise, it is 
God himself who puts an end to all human 
strength and glory. All our experience 
confirms that this is true, although we are 
often reluctant to face up to it. But what 
comfort is there in such a message?

The comfort of the message is contained 
only in the closing phrase: ‘…but the 
word of our God stands for ever.’ First, 
God confronts us with the frailty and 
impermanence of all human existence. 
Then, through this, he leads us on to the 
one element in human experience which is 
permanent and unchanging: his own word, 
the Scriptures. Herein lies the only message 
of hope and comfort for the Jewish people.

For more than two thousand years they 
have seen a long procession of kingdoms 
and civilizations pass across the stage of 
human history. Most have been in some 
measure unkind or hostile to the Jewish 
people. Some have actually sought their 
total destruction. But – just like the grass 
and the flowers – all their strength and their 
glory have withered and fallen, leaving 
behind only the records and the relics of 
history. When all these have passed, there 
remain still two things upon the stage of 
history: God’s eternal, unchanging word; 
and the Jewish people, whose survival is 
guaranteed by that word.

In this connection, I am reminded of a 
cartoon which I saw in a newspaper shortly 
after the close of World War II. The scene 
was a graveyard. A long line of tombstones 
stretched away toward the far end of the 
graveyard. On the newest tombstone, nearest 
to the front, was engraved a swastika and 
the name of Adolf Hitler. In the forefront 
there was a freshly-dug grave in which no 
one had yet been buried, and beside it stood 
an elderly orthodox Jew. Underneath, as a 
caption, were the words of the Jew: ‘Who 
will be the next?’

Here, then, is our message of comfort to 
Israel at this time of their regathering and 
restoration. All the rulers and nations who 
have oppressed and persecuted them will 
come to naught. Their glory will wither, just 
like that of the flowers and the grass.

But the word of Israel’s God, spoken to 
them through their own prophets, stands 
eternal and unchanging. This word, that 
promises judgement to Israel’s oppressors, 
also promises mercy to Israel. Just as the 
promises of judgement have been fulfilled, 
so surely will the promises of mercy be 
fulfilled.

To Christians who are ready to obey God 
and bring this message of comfort to Israel, 
the very next verse 9 of Isaiah 40 offers 
strong and appropriate encouragement: 

You who bring good tidings to Zion, go up 
on a high mountain. 

You who bring good tidings to Jerusalem,
lift up your voice with a shout, lift it up, 

do not be afraid;  say to the towns of Judah, 
“Here is your God!’

(Source: The Last Word on The Middle East by 
Derek Prince.)

By Derek Prince

Derek Prince
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Netanyahu’s speech at the UN (continued)

Jerusalem

Yes, the Jewish state. After all, 
this is the body that recognized the 
Jewish state 64 years ago. Now, 
don’t you think it’s about time that 
Palestinians did the same?

The Jewish state of Israel will 
always protect the rights of all its 
minorities, including the more than 
1 million Arab citizens of Israel. 
I wish I could say the same thing 
about a future Palestinian state, for 
as Palestinian officials made clear 
the other day – in fact, I think they 
made it right here in New York 
– they said the Palestinian state 
won’t allow any Jews in it. They’ll 
be Jew-free – Judenrein. 

That’s ethnic cleansing. There 
are laws today in Ramallah that 
make the selling of land to Jews 
punishable by death. That’s 
racism. And you know which laws 
this evokes.

Israel has no intention 
whatsoever to change the 
democratic character of our state. 
We just don’t want the Palestinians 
to try to change the Jewish 
character of our state. We want to 
give up – we want them to give up 
the fantasy of flooding Israel with 
millions of Palestinians.

President Abbas just stood 
here, and he said that the core of 
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
is the settlements. Well, that’s 
odd. Our conflict has been raging 
for – was raging for nearly half 
a century before there was a 
single Israeli settlement in the 
West Bank. So if what President 
Abbas is saying was true, then 
the – I guess that the settlements 
he’s talking about are Tel Aviv, 
Haifa, Jaffa, Be’er Sheva. Maybe 
that’s what he meant the other 
day when he said that Israel has 
been occupying Palestinian land 
for 63 years. He didn’t say from 
1967; he said from 1948. I hope 
somebody will bother to ask him 
this question because it illustrates 
a simple truth: The core of the 
conflict is not the settlements. 
The settlements are a result of the 
conflict. 

The settlements have to be – it’s 
an issue that has to be addressed 
and resolved in the course of 
negotiations. But the core of the 
conflict has always been and 
unfortunately remains the refusal 
of the Palestinians to recognize a 
Jewish state in any border.

I think it’s time that the 
Palestinian leadership recognizes 
what every serious international 
leader has recognized, from 
Lord Balfour and Lloyd George 
in 1917, to President Truman in 
1948, to President Obama just 
two days ago right here: Israel is 
the Jewish state.

President Abbas, stop walking 
around this issue. Recognize the 
Jewish state, and make peace 
with us. In such a genuine peace, 
Israel is prepared to make painful 
compromises. We believe that the 
Palestinians should be neither the 
citizens of Israel nor its subjects. 
They should live in a free state 

of their own. But they should be 
ready, like us, for compromise. 
And we will know that they’re 
ready for compromise and for 
peace when they start taking 
Israel’s security requirements 
seriously and when they stop 
denying our historical connection 
to our ancient homeland.

I often hear them accuse 
Israel of Judaizing Jerusalem. 

That’s like accusing America of 
Americanizing Washington, or the 
British of Anglicizing London. You 
know why we’re called “Jews”? 
Because we come from Judea.

In my office in Jerusalem, 
there’s a – there’s an ancient 
seal. It’s a signet ring of a Jewish 
official from the time of the Bible. 
The seal was found right next to 
the Western Wall, and it dates back 
2,700 years, to the time of King 
Hezekiah. Now, there’s a name of 
the Jewish official inscribed on 
the ring in Hebrew. His name was 
Netanyahu. That’s my last name. 
My first name, Benjamin, dates 

back a thousand years earlier to 
Benjamin – Binyamin –  the son 
of Jacob, who was also known 
as Israel. Jacob and his 12 sons 
roamed these same hills of Judea 
and Sumeria 4,000 years ago, and 
there’s been a continuous Jewish 
presence in the land ever since.

And for those Jews who were 
exiled from our land, they never 
stopped dreaming of coming back: 

Jews in Spain, on the eve of their 
expulsion; Jews in the Ukraine, 
fleeing the pogroms; Jews fighting 
the Warsaw Ghetto, as the Nazis 
were circling around it. 

They never stopped praying, 
they never stopped yearning. They 
whispered: Next year in Jerusalem. 
Next year in the promised land.

As the prime minister of Israel, 
I speak for a hundred generations 
of Jews who were dispersed 
throughout the lands, who suffered 
every evil under the Sun, but who 
never gave up hope of restoring 
their national life in the one and 
only Jewish state.

Ladies and gentlemen, I continue 
to hope that President Abbas 
will be my partner in peace. I’ve 
worked hard to advance that peace. 
The day I came into office, I called 
for direct negotiations without 
preconditions. President Abbas 
didn’t respond. I outlined a vision 
of peace of two states for two 
peoples. He still didn’t respond. I 
removed hundreds of roadblocks 
and checkpoints, to ease freedom 
of movement in the Palestinian 
areas; this facilitated a fantastic 
growth in the Palestinian economy. 
But again – no response. I took the 
unprecedented step of freezing 
new buildings in the settlements 
for 10 months. No prime minister 
did that before, ever. Once again 
– but there was no response. No 
response.

In the last few weeks, American 
officials have put forward ideas 
to restart peace talks. There 
were things in those ideas about 
borders that I didn’t like. There 
were things there about the Jewish 
state that I’m sure the Palestinians 
didn’t like.

But with all my reservations, I 
was willing to move forward on 
these American ideas.

President Abbas, why don’t 
you join me? We have to stop 
negotiating about the negotiations. 
Let’s just get on with it. Let’s 
negotiate peace. 

I spent years defending Israel 
on the battlefield. I spent decades 
defending Israel in the court of 
public opinion. President Abbas, 
you’ve dedicated your life to 
advancing the Palestinian cause. 
Must this conflict continue for 
generations, or will we enable our 
children and our grandchildren to 

speak in years ahead of how we 
found a way to end it? That’s what 
we should aim for, and that’s what 
I believe we can achieve.

In two and a half years, we 
met in Jerusalem only once, even 
though my door has always been 
open to you. If you wish, I’ll come 
to Ramallah. Actually, I have a 
better suggestion. We’ve both just 
flown thousands of miles to New 
York. Now we’re in the same 
city. We’re in the same building. 
So let’s meet here today in the 
United Nations. Who’s there to 
stop us? What is there to stop us? 
If we genuinely want peace, what 
is there to stop us from meeting 
today and beginning peace 
negotiations?

And I suggest we talk openly 
and honestly. Let’s listen to one 
another. Let’s do as we say in the 
Middle East: Let’s talk “doogli”. 
That means straightforward. I’ll 
tell you my needs and concerns. 
You’ll tell me yours. And with 
God’s help, we’ll find the common 
ground of peace. 

There’s an old Arab saying that 
you cannot applaud with one hand. 
Well, the same is true of peace. I 
cannot make peace alone. I cannot 
make peace without you. President 
Abbas, I extend my hand – the 
hand of Israel – in peace. I hope 
that you will grasp that hand. We 
are both the sons of Abraham. 
My people call him Avraham. 
Your people call him Ibrahim. We 
share the same patriarch. We dwell 
in the same land. Our destinies 
are intertwined. Let us realize 
the vision of Isaiah – (speaks in 
Hebrew) – “The people who walk 
in darkness will see a great light.” 
Let that light be the light of peace. 

Continued from page 3
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A Clarion Call against Islamisation
Dear Friends, today I am here 

to warn you that Germany’s 
national identity, its democracy 
and economic prosperity, is 
being threatened by the political 
ideology of Islam. In 1848, Karl 
Marx began his Communist 
Manifesto with the famous words: 
“A specter is haunting Europe 
– the specter of communism.” 
Today, another specter is haunting 
Europe. It is the specter of Islam. 
This danger, too, is political. 
Islam is not merely a religion, as 
many people seem to think: Islam 
is mainly a political ideology.

The American political scientist 
Mark Alexander writes that “One 
of our greatest mistakes is to 
think of Islam as just another one 
of the world’s great religions. We 
shouldn’t. Islam is politics or it is 
nothing at all, but, of course, it is 
politics with a spiritual dimension, 
… which will stop at nothing until 
the West is no more, until the 
West has … been well and truly 
Islamized.”

Golden Rule

Ali Sina, an Iranian Islamic 
apostate who lives in Canada, 
points out that there is one golden 
rule that lies at the heart of every 
religion – that we do unto others 
as we would have them do unto 
us. In Islam, this rule only applies 
to fellow believers, but not to 
Infidels. Ali Sina says “The reason 
I am against Islam is not because 
it is a religion, but because it is a 
political ideology of imperialism 
and domination in the guise of 
religion. Because Islam does not 
follow the Golden Rule, it attracts 
violent people.”

A dispassionate study of the 
beginnings of Islamic history 
reveals clearly that Muhammad’s 
objective was first to conquer his 
own people, the Arabs, and to unify 
them under his rule, and then to 
conquer and rule the world. “I was 
ordered to fight all men until they 
say ‘There is no god but Allah,’” 
Muhammad said in his final 
address. He did so in accordance 
with the Koranic command in sura 
8:39: “Fight them until there is no 
more dissension and the religion is 
entirely Allah’s.”

Sharia Law

After Muhammad’s death, 
based upon his words and deeds, 
Islam developed Sharia, an 
elaborate legal system which 
justified the repressive governance 
of the world by divine right – 
including rules for jihad and for 
the absolute control of believers 
and non-believers. Sharia is the 
law of Saudi Arabia and Iran, 
among other Islamic states. It is 
also central to the Organization of 
the Islamic Conference, which in 
article 24 of its Cairo Declaration 
of Human Rights in Islam, 
proclaims that “all rights and 
freedoms are subject to the Islamic 
Sharia.” Under Sharia law people 
in the conquered territories have 

no legal rights, not even the right 
to life and to own property, unless 
they convert to Islam.

Islam

Before I continue, I want to 
emphasize that I am talking about 
Islam, not about Muslims. I always 
make a clear distinction between 
the people and the ideology, 
between Muslims and Islam. There 
are many moderate Muslims, but 
the political ideology of Islam is not 
moderate and has global ambitions. 
It aims to impose Islamic law or 
Sharia upon the whole world. The 
way to achieve this is through 
jihad. The good news is that 
millions of Muslims around 
the world – including many in 
Germany and the Netherlands – do 
not follow the directives of Sharia, 
let alone engage in jihad. The bad 
news, however, is that those who 
do are prepared to use all available 
means to achieve their ideological, 
revolutionary goal:

• They use political purges to 
“cleanse” society of what they 
considere undesirable;
• They tolerate only a single 
political party. Where Islam allows 
more parties, it insists that all 
parties be Islamic ones;
• They coerce the people along the 
road that it must follow;
• They obliterate the liberal 
distinction between areas of private 
judgment and of public control;
• They turn the educational system 
into an apparatus for the purpose of 
universal indoctrination;
• They lay down rules for art, 
for literature, for science and for 
religion;
• They subdue people who are 
given second class status;
• They induce a frame of mind 
akin to fanaticism. Adjustment 
takes place by struggle and 
dominance;
• They are abusive to their 
opponents and regard any 

concession on their own part as 
a temporary expedient and on a 
rival’s part as a sign of weakness;
• They regard politics as an 
expression of power;
• They are anti-Semitic.

It is the apparent inability of the 
West to see the danger. What is 
wrong with modern Western man 
that we make the same mistake 
over and over again?

Live Within The Truth

When the citizens of Eastern 
Europe rejected Communism 
in 1989, they were inspired by 
dissidents such as Aleksandr 
Solzhenitsyn, Václav Havel, 
Vladimir Bukovsky, and others, 
who told them that people have 
a right, but also an obligation, to 
“live within the truth.” Freedom 
requires eternal vigilance; so it is 
with truth. Solzhenitsyn added, 
however, that “truth is seldom 
sweet; it is almost invariably 
bitter.” Let us face the bitter truth: 
We have lost our capacity to see 
the danger and understand the 
truth because we no longer value 
freedom.

Politicians from almost all 
establishment politicians today 
are facilitating Islamization. They 
are cheering for every new Islamic 
school, Islamic bank, Islamic 
court. They regard Islam as being 
equal to our own culture. Islam or 
freedom? It does not really matter 
to them. They talk about equality, 
but amazingly fail to see how in 
Islam women have fewer rights 
than men and infidels have fewer 
rights than adherents of Islam.

Keep Freedom Alive

Are we about to repeat the 
fatal mistake of the Weimar 
Republic? Are we succumbing to 
Islam because our commitment 
to freedom is already dead? No, 
it will not happen. We are not 

like Frau Merkel. We do not 
accept Islamization as inevitable. 
We have to keep freedom alive. 
And, to the extent that we have 
already lost it, we must reclaim it 
in our democratic elections. That 
is why we need political parties 
that defend freedom. To support 
such parties I have established the 
International Freedom Alliance.

As you know, I have been 
dragged to court because in my 
country freedom can no longer be 
fully enjoyed. Unlike America, we 
do not have a First Amendment 
which guarantees people the 
freedom to express their opinions 
and foster public debate by doing 
so. Unlike America, in Europe the 
national state, and increasingly the 
European Union, prescribes how 
citizens – including democratically 
elected politicians such as myself 
– should think and what we are 
allowed to say.

One of the things we are no longer 
allowed to say is that our culture is 
superior to certain other cultures. 
This is seen as a discriminatory 
statement – a statement of hatred 
even. We are indoctrinated on 
a daily basis, in the schools and 
through the media, with the message 
that all cultures are equal and that, 
if one culture is worse than all the 
rest, it is our own. We are inundated 
with feelings of guilt and shame 
about our own identity and what we 
stand for. We are exhorted to respect 
everyone and everything, except 
ourselves. That is the message of 
the Left and the politically-correct 
ruling establishment. They want us 
to feel so ashamed about our own 
identity that we refuse to fight for it.

Appeasers Don’t Win Wars

Our contemporary leftist 
intellectuals are blind to the 
dangers of Islam.

Former Soviet dissident Vladimir 
Bukovsky argues that after the 
fall of communism, the West 
failed to expose those who had 

collaborated with the Communists 
by advocating policies of détente, 
improved relations, relaxation of 
international tension, peaceful 
coexistence. He points out that 
most of the time the West engaged 
in a policy of appeasement toward 
the Soviet bloc – and appeasers 
don’t win wars.”

Islam is the Communism of 
today. But, because of our failure 
to come clean with Communism, 
we are unable to deal with it, 
trapped as we are in the old 
Communist habit of deceit and 
double-speak that used to haunt the 
countries in the East and that now 
haunts all of us. Because of this 
failure, the same leftist people who 
turned a blind eye to Communism 
then, turn a blind eye to Islam 
today. They are using exactly 
the same arguments in favor of 
détente, improved relations, and 
appeasement as before. They argue 
that our enemy is as peace-loving 
as we are, that if we meet him 
half-way he will do the same, that 
he only asks respect and that if we 
respect him he will respect us. 

Stop The Blame-Game

In my speech near Ground 
Zero in New York on September 
11, I emphasized that we must 
stop the “Blame the West, Blame 
America”-game which Islamic 
spokesmen are playing with us. And 
we must stop playing this game 
ourselves. I have the same message 
for you. It is an insult to tell us that 
we are guilty and deserve what 
is happening to us. We do not 
deserve becoming strangers in our 
own land. We should not accept 
such insults. First of all, Western 
civilization is the freest and most 
prosperous on earth, which is why 
so many immigrants are moving 
here, instead of Westerners moving 
there. And secondly, there is no 
such thing as collective guilt. Free 
individuals are free moral agents 
who are responsible for their own 
deeds only.

In these difficult times, where 
our national identity is under 
threat, we must stop feeling 
guilty about who we are. We are 
not guilty. Like other peoples, 
Germans have the right to remain 
who they are. Germans must not 
become French, nor Dutch, nor 
Americans, nor Turks. Germany 
is the land of the Germans. Hence, 
the Germans have a right to 
demand that those who come to 
live in Germany assimilate; they 
have the right – no they have a 
duty to their children – 

to demand that newcomers 
respect the German identity of the 
German nation and Germany’s 
right to preserve its identity.

Islamic Ideology

We must realize that Islam 
expands in two ways. Since it is 
not a religion, conversion is only a 
marginal phenomenon. 

By Geert Wilders

Continued on page 15
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Historically, Islam expanded 
either by military conquest or 
by using the weapon of hijra, 
immigration. Muhammad conquered 
Medina through immigration. Hijra 
is also what we are experiencing 
today. The Islamization of Europe 
continues all the time. But the West 
has no strategy for dealing with the 
Islamic ideology, because our elites 
say that we must adapt to them 
rather than the other way round.

Lesson To Be Learned

There is a lesson which we can 

learn in this regard from America, 
the freest nation on earth, and the 
United States has always been 
a nation of immigrants. U.S. 
President Theodore Roosevelt 
was very clear about the duty 
of immigrants. Here is what he 
said: “We should insist that if the 
immigrant who comes here in 
good faith becomes an American 
and assimilates himself to us, 
he shall be treated on an exact 
equality with everyone else … 
But this is predicated upon the 
man’s becoming in very fact 
an American, and nothing but 
an American. … There can be 
no divided allegiance here. … 

We have room for but one sole 
loyalty and that is a loyalty to the 
American people.”

German culture, like that of 
neighboring countries, such 
as my own, is rooted in judeo-
christian and humanist values. 
Every responsible politician has 
a political obligation to preserve 
these values against ideologies 
which threaten them. A Germany 
full of mosques and veiled women 
is no longer the Germany of 
Goethe, Schiller and Heine, Bach 
and Mendelssohn. It will be a loss 
to us all. It is important that you 
cherish and preserve your roots as 
a nation. Otherwise you will not 

be able to safeguard your identity; 
you will be abolished as a people, 
and you will lose your freedom. 
And the rest of Europe will lose its 
freedom with you.

Speak The Truth

My friends, when Ronald Reagan 
came to a divided Berlin 23 years 
ago he uttered the historic words 
„Mister Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall.“ President Reagan was not 
an appeaser, but a man who spoke 
the truth because he loved freedom. 
Today, we, too, must tear down a 
wall. It is not a wall of concrete, 
but of denial and ignorance about 

the real nature of Islam. 
President Reagan showed that 

by speaking the truth one can 
change the course of history. He 
showed that there is no need to 
despair. Never! Just do your duty. 
Be not afraid. Speak the truth. 
Defend Freedom. Together we 
can preserve freedom, together 
we must preserve freedom, and 
together, my friends, we will be 
able to preserve freedom.

(Geert Wilders is a Dutch right-wing 
politician and leader of the Party for 
Freedom (Partij voor de Vrijheid – PVV), 
the third-largest political party in the 
Netherlands. Excerpt of Speech held on 
September 3, 2011 in Berlin)

My dear Berlin friends, I come 
to you today as a neighbor. 

And as a concerned friend.
Since I am a citizen of a small 

country which is put under greater 
and greater pressure by the EU, it 
is near to my heart to support the 
truly democratic forces in the EU 
conglomerate. Only if these forces 
prevail can I hope that the Great 
Power pretensions of the EU will 
be abandoned and its relationship 
to Switzerland will at last be 
shaped in the way it should be 
between civilized and respectful 
neighbors.   

Freedom is one of the 
democratic forces I count on. But 
why does the EU exert this kind of 
massive pressure – economically, 
financially and politically – on my 
country? Is it arrogance? Greed? 
Envy? All of those may apply, but 
the true reason lies deeper.

The EUSSR will no longer 
tolerate the existence of a small 
country in the heart of the 
continent, whose people still want 
to decide their own fate. A prudent, 
little bit of a folk that has thus far 
withstood the over-indebtedness 
which is playing hell with the 
states reined in by globalization.

For that is the goal of all 
global financial institutions and 
international monetary funds: 
The weakening of nation-states in 
order to lead them to their dubious 
“good fortune.” The wealth of 
peoples is destroyed en masse, 
so that the weakened states can 
be reduced to willing agents of a 
global dogma.

We Swiss hate every form 
of paternalism! We want no 
patronizing, no foreign judges! 
Our citizens are independent and 
imaginative enough to take their 
fate into their own hands.

  Just picture this: On the 
southern border of Germany is 
a country in which 53% of the 
people have voted for deportation 
of criminal aliens; a land in which 
every minor rise in the VAT must 
be approved by referendum. Who 
is surprised that the VAT is still 
at 8% in Switzerland while it has 
reached 20% in the EU?

A study by the French economic 
expert Yvan Blot demonstrates 
that where state  affairs are voted 
on directly and democratically, 
the rates of duties and taxes 
are on average 30% lower than 
where state affairs are decided 
exclusively on administrative and 
policy grounds.

We watch our own wallets 
more carefully than other people’s 
money. There lies the future of the 
continent. Not in further expansion 
of a bureaucratic and centralized 
monster that will one day swallow 
its own children.

  In Switzerland, the power is 
still in the hands of the people. 
We Helvetians were able to vote 
on entry to the EU… and wisely 
looked the other way. In retrospect, 
this decision has proven to be a 
great good fortune.

How did that work in Germany? 
Elites distanced from the people 
decided for the people. The same 
elite who introduced the euro, 
which, at one blow, caused a 
30% loss of purchasing power for 
the average German citizen.   In 
Switzerland, the possible 
introduction of the euro had to be 
approved by the people. You can 
just picture the result.

  Of course, the strong Franc 
would then be no problem for our 
export economy, but we would 
be stuck in the euro trap like the 
others and would have to bleed 
financially for a completely 
broken-down statist system, 
just as the German taxpayer has 
been doing for years. Better to 

stay flexible and economically 
independent.

Direct democracy means 
that the optional or obligatory 
referendum underlies every law 
proposed by parliament, and 
nothing can be decided over 
the heads of the people. Direct 
democracy means that determined 
citizens can launch initiatives 
with 100,000 signatures, which 
must be put before the people. 
This gives political decisions 
much greater legitimacy than the 
usual parliamentary resolutions. 
No one in Switzerland would 
think of questioning a decision by 
referendum which was approved 
by 50-70%. What the people have 
decided is valid and everyone has 
to adhere to that, Period. Even 
the administration. Especially the 
administration.

That is how it was with the 
famous/notorious anti-minaret 
initiative in which I was the 
anti-muezzin. 58% of the Swiss 
population decided in November, 
2009 to prevent the occupation of 
public space by the dominating 
symbols of a religious dogma.   

This decision by the last free 
population in Europe had a signal 
effect. In its wake, decisions 
were made about the veiling of 
women in France and Belgium 
and the construction of a Saudi-
financed giant mosque in Norway 
was prevented. The dhimmi 
attitude of Europeans sustained a 
wound which must not heal over, 
if the millennia-old European 
civilization is to survive.

For Europe is more than a plot 
of land, more than a continent, 
more than the sum of its countries. 
Europe is an idea, a cultural 
landscape, an intellectual space 
shaped by history. Europa is the 
cradle of the modern constitutional 
state, the treasure-house of human 
rights, of freedom of opinion and 
expression.

This is ever more strongly 
endangered by the possibility that 
our political elite will bend their 
necks before a religious dogma 
that is alien to our intellectual 
history, our values and our 

constitutional state.
This dogma is gnawing away 

at the pillars of our system of 
laws, wherever it is allowed some 
space. This dogma demands total 
obedience from its followers. They 
are in no case to integrate into our 
value system. That would be like 
treason and can even be punished 
with death. They are expected 
to conquer our intellectual 
home, make the Western world 
subject. Not with tanks, rockets 
or riflemen. Not through brutal 
revolution 

No, Islam is in no hurry. It has 
an eternity.

A long process of softening up 
and leisurely occupation of our 
weakening, child-poor society is 
foreseen. The Islamic doctrine 
is expected to gradually creep 
into everyday life and Fortress 
Europe will crumble from within. 
Just think of how the Serbs lost 
Kosovo. Through demographic 
development and the help of 
NATO, which brought about the 
founding of the first Islamic state 
on European ground. What an 
ominous sign.

The Islamic dogma is succeeding 
everywhere. In Turkey, the 
Islamists are gradually occupying 
all judicial and army posts, in order 
to obliterate the heritage of Kemal 
Atatürk. Lebanon will become an 
Islamic state in the next decades, 
The Arab Spring is on the point of 
being taken over by the Islamists. 
In Iraq, in Egypt and in Pakistan, 
the last Christian communities are 
facing extinction,

And what are we doing? We 
are allowing this violent doctrine, 
unhindered in cultural ghettos, 
to strain at toppling the nation of 
laws. We just shrug our shoulders 
when girls are forced into marriage 
and Muslims willing to integrate 
are pressured and threatened. 
When women are beaten and 
whole city districts are taken over, 
we look the other way. We believe 
we can soften the power hunger 
of the holy warriors with welfare 
money.

We believe we can buy peace! 
What lunacy! No one fingers the 

Prophet’s beard. Fanatics cannot 
be bought. Germany should know 
that better than any other country 
in the world.

My dear friends in the audience, 
we are not fighting against people, 
we are fighting for people! We 
are fighting against a dogma that 
is anathema to every aspect of 
humanity and would like to lead 
us back into barbarism. We do not 
intend to give up the freedom we 
have fought so hard for over the 
centuries.

Dear Berliners, here I stand, and 
I cannot do otherwise, lest soon no 
human being in this Europe will 
be able to take the responsibility 
for what represents the pillar of 
our culture, of our system of law 
and of our humanity: transcendent, 
unconditional love of neighbor.

  If we lose this battle, there will 
be no second chance, for Islam 
does not give back what it has 
conquered. So I summon all the 
humanists of this continent not to 
keep their heads in the sand and 
to resist the Islamic dogma’s drive 
to conquest. Let us stand together 
and uncompromisingly insist 
upon the primacy of our civil law 
over any religious dogma. Let us 
find our way back to our precious 
intellectual heritage.

Islam is only as strong as we are 
weak.

  Let us oppose it with more 
than McDonald’s, soap operas, 
stupefying TV programs and 
brutal video games. Our culture 
has so much more to offer. Let us 
get back to depth and endurance, 
to organic growth. Let us stay alert 
and critical, so long as even a grain 
of Socrates lives on in us. Let us 
no longer subject our spirit to the 
dictates of the material. Only that 
way can we prevent brutal power 
politics being spread in the name 
of religion. Only that way do we 
have chance to leave our children 
a peaceful Europe, shaped by 
respect and dignity.

Long live die Freiheit! (Long 
live freedom!)

(Oskar Freysinger is a Swiss politician 
of the Swiss People’s Party)
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The first time that I heard about God’s 
plan for Israel and the Jewish people 

was from my grandmother. I can still 
recall her words: “Once the Gospel has 
been preached over the whole world and 
the Jewish people return to Israel from 
the dispersion, it is time for the Messiah’s 
return to Jerusalem.” This she read in  
the Bible.

As I grew older, there was more freedom 
in the Ukraine, and I never really thought 
about my grandmothers words again. She 
passed away in 2004 at the age of 92. 
Once the Iron Curtain fell, I started going 
to church. Although we were, once again, 
allowed to discuss faith openly, Israel and 
the Jewish people were not referred to or 
mentioned in church.

In the early nineties, many American 
missionaries came to the Ukraine and 
other countries of the former Soviet Union. 
Having studied English, I was often asked 
to act as translator. During such a visit to 
an orphanage for handicapped children, I 
met Koen - my future husband.

He was there to visit an orphaned 
Jewish boy, and spoke about his work 
amongst the Jewish people. He would 
visit Jewish people who wanted to go 
back to Israel, and about bringing Jewish 
families to the airport for departure to 
their Promied Land.

His story echoed my grandmother words: 
“When the Jewish people return, it will be 
the last days.” Those words, it seems, are 

being fulfilled today. I believe it is the truth. 
This was an absolute revelation for me. 

As contact person for the Jewish Agency, 
I can now practically assist my husband, 
Koen, with his work amongst the Jewish 

people. It is an honour for me to be able to 
be part of this prophetic work.

(Ira Sulim-Carlier is married to Koen Carlier, 
fieldworker Christians for Israel – Ukraine)
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