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Obama’s Anti-Israel Sell-Out Continues

Let’s say you’re Israel.   An 
enemy dedicated to your 

destruction is developing the 
means to wipe you off the face of 
the earth, with the covert and overt 
help of world powers like Russia 
and China.   It’s only a matter 
of months before that enemy 
achieves its goals – and when it 
does you will not be able to stop 
the mushroom cloud rising over 
your cities.

So you come up with a 
sophisticated military plan 
to strike your foe in an 
extraordinarily targeted fashion.   
And you ask for the help of your 
longtime ally – virtually your only 
ally – the United States.   All you 
want is covert logistical support 
… and secrecy.   Secrecy is of 
the utmost importance, since a 
full-scale aerial assault on your 
enemy is unfeasible.

Let’s say you’re Israel.   What 
would you say if the United States 
promptly proceeded to broadcast 
your military plans to the rest of 
the world?

Two little words come to mind.   
And neither of them is “thanks.”

That’s precisely what happened 
this week, when Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta announced 
via the Washington Post that 
“there is a strong likelihood that 
Israel will strike Iran in April, 
May or June – before Iran enters 
what Israelis described as a 
‘zone of immunity’ to commence 
building a nuclear bomb.”   What 
was the point of spilling the 
beans?   To scuttle the attack, of 
course.   According to the Post, 
“President Obama and Panetta are 
said to have cautioned the Israelis 
that the United States opposes 
an attack, believing that it would 
derail an increasingly successful 
international economic sanctions 
program and other non-military 
efforts to stop Iran from crossing 
the threshold.”

This has become pattern for 
the Obama Administration.   Back 
in June 2010, you’ll recall, the 
London Times reported that the 
Saudi Arabians had cut a deal with 
the Israelis to allow them to use 
Saudi airspace for a strike on Iran.  
Where did the Times learn this?   
According to the Jerusalem Post, 
“The report cited a US defense 
source as saying the Saudis have 
already done tests to ensure no 
jet is shot down in the event of an 
Israeli attack.   The source added 
that the U.S. State Department is 
aware of the agreement.”

Well, isn’t that odd – two blown 
secrets, two references to the U.S. 
Defense Department.

The real problem isn’t just 
the blown secret, of course.   It’s 
the signal it sends to the Iranian 
regime.   By letting the cat out of 

the bag, the United States has 
signaled to the Iranians that the 
Israelis are on their own – that the 
Israelis are in fact a rogue state 
operating outside the bounds of 
conventional international politics.  
By signaling open opposition to 
the Israelis defending themselves, 
the Obama Administration has 
demonstrated to the Iranians in 
crystalline fashion that even if Iran 
develops weapons, and even if the 
Iranians hand those weapons off 
to a terrorist group for use against 
Israel, America may stand idly by.

There is an obvious question 
here: why?   Why is the Obama 
Administration so intent on 
stopping an Israeli attack on the 
Iranian nuclear facilities?

There are three answers.   The 
first is ideological, the second 
political, the third electoral.

First, the ideological.   President 
Obama believes that he is a 
global leader, and that in order 
to be viewed as a global leader, 
he must play “honest broker” 
between America’s allies and 
her enemies.   That means that if 
Israel has covert nuclear weapons, 
Iran might as well have them 
too – for the sake of fairness, 
you understand.   Obama has 
made every effort throughout his 
tenure to reach out to Islamists 
across the Middle East, from 
Tunisia to Libya to Iraq to 
Egypt to Afghanistan – and he 
has succeeded in empowering 
Islamists to attack Western 
interests across the region.   In 
Obama’s “world citizen” view, 
this is a good thing: if America 
is willing to subsume her own 
interests in favor of the interests 

of others, Obama believes, such 
international altruism will bear the 
fruits of peace.

Second, the political.   There 
is something bizarre about 
using the Defense Department 
as a leak-source for anti-Israel 
activity.   Typically, the Arabist 
State Department is all too happy 
to undermine Israel; the Defense 
Department, which works closely 
with the Israelis, is the friend of 
Israel in the room.   But Obama 
has a political problem: he’s seen 
as weak.   That means he must 
use the Defense Department as a 
tool for his pusillanimous foreign 
policy.   Ripping the steel out of 
the Defense Department’s spine 
has become a mission for the 
Administration; if Obama can get 
the Defense Department to fall in 
line behind him, he can look the 
hawk while playing the dove.

Finally, the electoral.   Wonder 
why Panetta said Israel might 
attack in April, May, or June?   
Why not July, August, September?  
The answer’s obvious: Obama is 
hoping to delay an Israeli strike 
for several months.   If it does 
happen close to the election, 
he’ll back Israel’s play to make 
a stab at the Jewish vote in 
Florida.   It would create a rally-
round-the-flag situation for many 
Americans close to November 6 – 
a perfect storm for Obama.

All of these considerations 
undoubtedly came into play.  Only 
one consideration did not: the 
safety and security of America’s 
strongest ally in the Middle 
East.   That was a minor matter 
for Obama and his cronies.   After 
all, when you’re president of the 
world, what does a few hundred 
thousand Jews matter here or 
there? (911 words)

FrontPage Magazine

By Ben Shapiro
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Toulouse and Us

The world is recoiling from the 
horrific slaughter at a Jewish 

school in Toulouse, France that 
killed Rabbi Jonathan Sandler, his 
two sons, and a young girl.

Rabbi Sandler, age 30, was 
sent from Israel to strengthen the 
Jewish community in France.

It’s too early to know whether 
this was an anti-Semitic act, but 
one thing is for sure: This is a 
wake-up call for Jews worldwide.

Some mistakenly think that only 
the Jews of Israel are in danger 
– from Hezbollah in the north, 
Hamas in the south, and Iran in the 
nuclear skies above.

Yet while Israel does indeed 
bear the brunt of anti-Semitism, 
the fact is that Ahmadinejad 
and his cohorts view all Jews as 
equally valid targets. As Hezbollah 

leader Sheikh 
Nasrallah so bluntly 
put it: “If the Jews 
all gather in Israel, 
it will save us the 
trouble of going after 
them worldwide.” 
(Lebanon Daily Star, 
October 23, 2002)

Here in Israel, 
we are living 
under tremendous 
pressure as the threat of nuclear 
annihilation looms. Yet sometimes 
I get the feeling that Jews abroad 
still perceive the threat as 
“somewhere out there.”

In truth, it is right in your 
backyard.

Rafah, the Iranian news site 
affiliated with Ahmadinejad, 
has threatened to “take the war 
beyond the borders of Iran, and 

beyond the borders of the region.” 
Last month, Islamists hit Jewish 
targets in Georgia and India, plus 
two Iranian-perpetrated blasts in 
Bangkok, Thailand.

So what’s the solution? Can 
we expect much in the way 
of international protection 
(an element which was sorely 
lacking during the Holocaust)? 
No, not if the United Nations is 

any indication. It 
is the U.N. Human 
Rights Council that 
originally scheduled 
a speech – today, 
the very day of the 
Toulouse slaughter – 
by Ismail al-Ashqar, 
the same senior 
Hamas official who 
described the killing 
of Osama Bin Laden 

as “state terrorism that America 
carries out against Muslims.”

And in a speech just hours 
after the murders, Catherine 
Ashton, one of the highest-
ranking European Union officials, 
juxtaposed “what happened 
in Toulouse” with “what is 
happening in Gaza...”

The world is descending into a 
new round of moral confusion and 

chaos. The sooner we realize one 
inalienable truth, the better off we 
will all be:

Every Jew, no matter where s/
he is, cannot separate himself from 
Israel. We are all one, intrinsically 
bound for eternity.

Today, let us join together 
to mourn the murder of Rabbi 
Sandler and four young children.

And let us feel the pain of the 
bereaved widow who moved 
to France with the purest of 
intentions, and now returns to 
Israel to bury her husband and two 
sons.

And let us pledge to take the 
plight of every Jew fully to heart.

(Source: aish.com)

Rabbi Jonathan Sandler

Netanyahu and Obama - A test of wills
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How long would it take for Iran 
to enrich enough uranium for 
a strategically useful nuclear 
weapon - and are there obstacles 
in its path?

Iran stands at the threshold of a 
nuclear weapons capability as 

the world watches in indecision.

Sanctions, covert action, and 
diplomacy have failed to alter 
Iran’s nuclear policy. Nor have 
they had a visible effect on Iran’s 
enrichment program – including 
Tehran’s growing stockpile of 
19.75% low-enriched uranium 
(LEU).

Obtaining weapons-grade 
high-enriched uranium (HEU) is 
the most difficult and technically 
challenging obstacle to acquiring a 
nuclear weapon.

Assessing the “breakout” 
time – the time required to convert 
LEU to weapons-grade HEU  –  is 
therefore a critical component of 
determining progress toward a 
nuclear weapons capability.   

Iran’s bank of rapidly spinning 
centrifuges has produced a 
growing stockpile of low-enriched 
uranium, able to fuel nuclear 
reactors, but able also to fuel 
nuclear weapons if further 
enriched.  Enrichment raises the 
concentration of the uranium 
isotope U-235, which fissions in 
first-generation nuclear weapons.

As Iran increases its stockpile 
of low-enriched uranium, and its 
stockpile of uranium is enriched 
to 20 percent U-235, it will 
consolidate its status as a “virtual” 

nuclear weapon state.

Iran’s enrichment activities 
occur at its facilities in Natanz 
and Fordow. The Natanz facility 
is above ground and – despite 
Iran’s attempts to protect it with 
anti-aircraft defenses and a fighter 
screen – remains vulnerable to 
attack.

As a result, Iran has accelerated 
its uranium enrichment activities 
at the Fordow facility. The 
site – once covert and grossly 
mischaracterized by US officials 
as a façade – is buried in the side 
of a small mountain outside Qom.

Considered a “hard target” 
by military analysts, Fordow 
is the focus of intense scrutiny 
by the International Atomic 
Energy Agency (IAEA) and the 
subject of the nuclear watchdog’s 
detailed analysis of Tehran’s 
weaponization work.

According the IAEA, Fordow 
began producing uranium enriched 
to 20 percent earlier this year and 
has recently seen an expansion of 
its advanced centrifuges – the key 
and difficult-to-obtain component 
in enrichment activities.

These developments reduce the 
time Iran needs to produce fuel for 
a nuclear weapon and accelerate 
the stockpiling of weapons grade 
uranium.  Should Iran choose to 
make a dash for a nuclear weapon, 
the world will be faced with a 
narrow window in which both to 
discover the move and take action 
to stop it.

The most recent IAEA report 
published earlier this month 

predicts Iran will possess enough 
19.75% LEU for a 15 kiloton 
nuclear bomb – sufficiently large 
to be strategically useful – by 1 
June 2012.

The worst case scenario is 
that Iran could reach the 90% 
HEU threshold for weapons 
grade uranium within one month 
of beginning its proliferation 
sprint.  However, this scenario 
is considered highly unlikely 
and relies on contested technical 
assumptions about Iran’s 
enrichment capabilities.

Proliferation experts say the 
most likely scenario would be 
Iran’s reaching 90% HEU within 
2.5 to 3 months of beginning its 
break-out.

A second concern is Iran’s 
attempts to render its critical 
centrifuge operations both more 
diffuse and impenetrable, which 
would take Iran into Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak’s “immunity 
zone.”

At present the destruction of the 
Fordow and Natanz sites could set 
Tehran’s enrichment program back 
years, giving sanctions time to 
have their desired effect. While the 
Natanz site is vulnerable to attack, 
US officials have recently said 
neither Washington nor Jerusalem 
have the ability to penetrate the 
Fordow facility.

Simply destroying the Natanz 
facility while Fordow remains 
operational would only extend 
the window for an Iranian nuclear 
break out – to perhaps one year – 
rather than stopping it. According 

to Air Force officials, its 
current 20.5 foot-long Massive 
Ordnance Penetrator (MOP) 
carries over 5,300 pounds of 
explosive material and is designed 
to penetrate up to 200 feet 
underground before exploding.

The mountain above the Iranian 
enrichment site at Fordow is 
estimated to be at least 200 feet 
tall, which has raised doubts 
about the MOPs ability to 
effectively destroy Fordow.  Those 
doubts have prompted Pentagon 
officials this month to secretly 
submit a request to Congress for 
funding to enhance the bomb’s 
ability to penetrate deeper into 
rock, concrete and steel before 
exploding.

The push to boost the power 
of the MOP is part of stepped-up 
contingency planning for a 
possible strike against Iran’s 
nuclear program, say U.S. 
officials. US Secretary of Defense 
Leon Panetta has said the current 
generation of MOPs could cause 
“a lot of damage” to the Fordow 
facility, but wouldn’t necessarily 
destroy it outright.

“We’re developing it. I think 
we’re pretty close, let’s put it that 
way. But we’re still working at 
it because these things are not 
easy to be able to make sure that 
they will do what we want them 
to.” he said. Panetta added: “But 
I’m confident, frankly, that we’re 
going to have that capability and 
have it soon.”

As a result, Tehran finds itself 
facing a ticking clock of its own 

and will have to time its nuclear 
sprint – should it choose to make 
one – to beat Washington’s own 
rush for a bigger and better 
bunker-buster.  The Air Force has 
so far contracted to buy 20 of the 
new bombs and more deliveries 
are expected in early 2013.

Israel has large bunker-buster 
bombs, but the US hasn’t provided 
the MOP to Jerusalem. Nor is 
Washington likely to provide 
Israel with its replacement in 
2013.  Analysts believe it is 
highly unlikely repeated strikes 
with Israel’s current bunker-
busters would prove effective 
in destroying Fordow. Those 
doubts render an Israeli strike on 
Iran fraught with difficulty and 
potential failure.

This stark reality that Israel’s 
leaders must confront is rendered 
even more complicated and 
dangerous by the Obama 
administration’s diffident posture 
vis-a-vis taking direct military 
action against Iran.  Washington 
has declared an Iranian nuclear 
bomb is “unacceptable,” but 
refuses to commit to a strike on 
Natanz and Fordow should Iran 
choose to make a nuclear sprint.

That leaves leaders in all three 
capitals – Jerusalem, Tehran, and 
Washington – watching the clock 
and waiting for the starter’s gun to 
fire. 

Source: Arutz Sheva

Iran’s Gamble — The Proliferation Sprint
By Gavriel Queenann 

Iran’s Genocidal Threat

This time there are no excuses. 
No one can say there was no 

warning. In a speech delivered 
last week during mosque prayers, 
and which was broadcast to the 
nation, Iran’s supreme leader, 
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, said that 
Iran would support any attack on 
Israel.

“The Zionist regime is a true 
cancerous tumor on this region 
that should be cut off. And it 
definitely will be cut off,” he 
declared.

This was followed by the 
publication of an article by 
Alizera Forghani, a top Khamenei 
strategist, on an Iranian 
government- supported website, 
Alef, setting out in detail the legal 
and religious justification to kill 
all Jews and to annihilate Israel.

The article, which has since 
been published by most state-
owned sites including the 
Revolutionary Guards’ Fars 
News Agency, and thereby 
officially endorsed by the Iranian 
government, quotes from the 
Koran and other sources to 

justify theologically the murder 
of all Jews and the destruction 
of Israel. The document presents 
detailed military plans for how 
the genocide can be achieved: 
Using official statistics, the article 
suggests that with its Shahab 3 
ballistic missiles, Iran could target 
the three major metropolitan areas 
with the highest concentration of 
Jews – Tel Aviv, Jerusalem and 
Haifa, annihilating most of their 
inhabitants.

And this is not the first time; 
for years and especially in recent 
months senior Iranian leaders – 
especially the president – have 
openly stated that they intend to 
destroy Israel and murder its entire 
Jewish population. These are no 
empty threats; Iran, via Hezbollah 
and Hamas, has been waging a 
proxy war against Israel and has 
even attacked Jewish communal 
targets in other parts of the world. 
And yet, international indifference 
prevails.

William Kristol noted how 
The New York Times, when 
reporting on Khamenei’s most 
recent speech, didn’t even include 
Khamenei’s reference to Israel as 

a cancerous tumor 
that needed to be 
cut out. This is 
emblematic of how 
so many government 
leaders tolerate the 
threat of genocide 
against Jews with 
equanimity.

The silence, and 
its accompanying 
a c q u i e s c e n c e , 
is morally 
r e p r e h e n s i b l e , 
even absurd. 
Where are the 
statements of condemnation from 
the governments of the world? 
From the United Nations? From 
religious leaders? Where is the 
horror, the outrage? One of the 
great codifiers of Talmudic law 
and ethics, the Rambam, writes 
(Laws of Repentance 2:1) that 
the test of true repentance is 
when a sinner is faced with the 
same circumstances he or she 
faced when first committing 
the sin and then, demonstrating 
sincere repentance, refrains 
from committing the sin again. 
In the lead up to and during the 

Holocaust the world sinned by 
ignoring the desperate plight of 
Europe’s endangered Jews.

So many nations prevented 
Jews from finding asylum from 
Nazi Germany. Boats of terrified 
Jewish refugees were turned 
away and sent back to their deaths 
in Europe. And when horrific 
reports of the gas chambers and 
the crematoria came through, 
the Allies refused to bomb the 
railroads to Auschwitz and other 
death camps.

Memorializing the Holocaust 
has become part of an 
international ethos which even 

the United Nations supports; there 
is a claim of regret and a desire 
to repent for the sins of the past, 
the omissions and commissions 
which led to the death of six 
million Jews, including more than 
one-and-a-half million children.

Now is the test to see if this 
repentance is genuine.

The nations of the world are 
confronted with the same set 
of circumstances in which they 
committed their original sin 
against the Jewish people. And 
now is judgment time before God.  
 

By Chief Rabbi Warren Goldstein

Continued on page 15
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We hear so often about 
Muslims as victims of 

abuse in the West and combatants 
in the Arab Spring’s fight 
against tyranny. But, in fact, a 
wholly different kind of war is 
underway—an unrecognized 
battle costing thousands of lives. 
Christians are being killed in the 
Islamic world because of their 
religion. It is a rising genocide that 
ought to provoke global alarm.

The portrayal of Muslims 
as victims or heroes is at best 
partially accurate. In recent years 
the violent oppression of Christian 
minorities has become the norm 
in Muslim-majority nations 
stretching from West Africa and 
the Middle East to South Asia 
and Oceania. In some countries it 
is governments and their agents 
that have burned churches and 
imprisoned parishioners. In others, 
rebel groups and vigilantes have 
taken matters into their own 
hands, murdering Christians and 
driving them from regions where 
their roots go back centuries.

The media’s reticence on the 
subject no doubt has several 
sources. One may be fear of 
provoking additional violence. 
Another is most likely the 
influence of lobbying groups such 
as the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation—a kind of United 
Nations of Islam centered in 
Saudi Arabia—and the Council on 
American-Islamic Relations. Over 
the past decade, these and similar 
groups have been remarkably 
successful in persuading leading 
public figures and journalists 
in the West to think of each and 
every example of perceived 
anti-Muslim discrimination as 
an expression of a systematic 
and sinister derangement called 
“Islamophobia”—a term that is 
meant to elicit the same moral 
disapproval as xenophobia or 
homophobia.

But a fair-minded assessment 
of recent events and trends leads 
to the conclusion that the scale 
and severity of Islamophobia 
pales in comparison with the 
bloody Christophobia currently 
coursing through Muslim-
majority nations from one end 
of the globe to the other. The 
conspiracy of silence surrounding 
this violent expression of religious 
intolerance has to stop. Nothing 
less than the fate of Christianity—
and ultimately of all religious 
minorities—in the Islamic world is 
at stake.

From blasphemy laws to 
brutal murders to bombings to 
mutilations and the burning of 
holy sites, Christians in so many 
nations live in fear. In Nigeria 
many have suffered all of these 
forms of persecution. The nation 
has the largest Christian minority 
(40 percent) in proportion to its 
population (160 million) of any 
majority-Muslim country. For 
years, Muslims and Christians in 

Nigeria have lived on the edge of 
civil war. Islamist radicals provoke 
much if not most of the tension. 
The newest such organization is an 
outfit that calls itself Boko Haram, 
which means “Western education 
is sacrilege.” Its aim is to establish 
Sharia in Nigeria. To this end 
it has stated that it will kill all 
Christians in the country.

In the month of January 
2012 alone, Boko Haram was 
responsible for 54 deaths. In 
2011 its members killed at least 
510 people and burned down or 
destroyed more than 350 churches 
in 10 northern states. They use 
guns, gasoline bombs, and even 
machetes, shouting “Allahu 
akbar” (“God is great”) while 
launching attacks on unsuspecting 
citizens. They have attacked 
churches, a Christmas Day 
gathering (killing 42 Catholics), 
beer parlors, a town hall, beauty 
salons, and banks. They have so 
far focused on killing Christian 
clerics, politicians, students, 
policemen, and soldiers, as well 
as Muslim clerics who condemn 
their mayhem. While they started 
out by using crude methods like 
hit-and-run assassinations from 
the back of motorbikes in 2009, 
the latest AP reports indicate 
that the group’s recent attacks 
show a new level of potency and 
sophistication.

The Christophobia that has 
plagued Sudan for years takes 
a very different form. The 
authoritarian government of 
the Sunni Muslim north of 
the country has for decades 
tormented Christian and animist 
minorities in the south. What 
has often been described as 
a civil war is in practice the 
Sudanese government’s sustained 
persecution of religious minorities. 
This persecution culminated in 
the infamous genocide in Darfur 
that began in 2003. Even though 
Sudan’s Muslim president, Omar 
al-Bashir, has been indicted by 
the International Criminal Court 

in The Hague, which charged him 
with three counts of genocide, and 
despite the euphoria that greeted 
the semi-independence he granted 
to South Sudan in July of last 
year, the violence has not ended. 
In South Kordofan, Christians 
are still subjected to aerial 
bombardment, targeted killings, 
the kidnapping of children, and 
other atrocities. Reports from 
the United Nations indicate that 
between 53,000 and 75,000 
innocent civilians have been 
displaced from their residences 
and that houses and buildings have 
been looted and destroyed.

Both kinds of persecution—
undertaken by extragovernmental 
groups as well as by agents of 
the state—have come together 
in Egypt in the aftermath of the 
Arab Spring. On Oct. 9 of last 
year in the Maspero area of Cairo, 
Coptic Christians (who make up 
roughly 11 percent of Egypt’s 
population of 81 million) marched 
in protest against a wave of attacks 
by Islamists—including church 
burnings, rapes, mutilations, 
and murders—that followed the 

overthrow of Hosni Mubarak’s 
dictatorship. During the protest, 
Egyptian security forces drove 
their trucks into the crowd and 
fired on protesters, crushing and 
killing at least 24 and wounding 
more than 300 people. By the end 
of the year more than 200,000 
Copts had fled their homes in 
anticipation of more attacks. With 
Islamists poised to gain much 
greater power in the wake of 
recent elections, their fears appear 
to be justified.

Egypt is not the only Arab 
country that seems bent on 
wiping out its Christian minority. 
Since 2003 more than 900 
Iraqi Christians (most of them 
Assyrians) have been killed by 
terrorist violence in Baghdad 
alone, and 70 churches have been 
burned, according to the Assyrian 
International News Agency 
(AINA). Thousands of Iraqi 
Christians have fled as a result 
of violence directed specifically 
at them, reducing the number of 
Christians in the country to fewer 
than half a million from just over 
a million before 2003. AINA 

understandably describes this as 
an “incipient genocide or ethnic 
cleansing of Assyrians in Iraq.”

The 2.8 million Christians who 
live in Pakistan make up only 
about 1.6 percent of the population 
of more than 170 million. As 
members of such a tiny minority, 
they live in perpetual fear not only 
of Islamist terrorists but also of 
Pakistan’s draconian blasphemy 
laws. There is, for example, the 
notorious case of a Christian 
woman who was sentenced to 
death for allegedly insulting 
the Prophet Muhammad. When 
international pressure persuaded 
Punjab Gov. Salman Taseer to 
explore ways of freeing her, he 
was killed by his bodyguard. The 
bodyguard was then celebrated 
by prominent Muslim clerics 
as a hero—and though he was 
sentenced to death late last year, 
the judge who imposed the 
sentence now lives in hiding, 
fearing for his life.

Such cases are not unusual in 
Pakistan. The nation’s blasphemy 
laws are routinely used by 
criminals and intolerant Pakistani 
Muslims to bully religious 
minorities. Simply to declare 
belief in the Christian Trinity is 
considered blasphemous, since it 
contradicts mainstream Muslim 
theological doctrines. When a 
Christian group is suspected of 
transgressing the blasphemy 
laws, the consequences can be 
brutal. Just ask the members of 
the Christian aid group World 
Vision. Its offices were attacked in 
the spring of 2010 by 10 gunmen 
armed with grenades, leaving six 
people dead and four wounded. 
A militant Muslim group claimed 
responsibility for the attack on the 
grounds that World Vision was 
working to subvert Islam. (In fact, 
it was helping the survivors of a 
major earthquake.)

Not even Indonesia—often 
touted as the world’s most 
tolerant, democratic, and modern 

By Ayaan Hirsi Ali

The Global War on Christians in the Muslim World

At least 24 Coptic Christians were killed in Cairo during clashes with the Egyptian Army on Oct. 9  

At least 13 people were killed and 140 injured on March 8, 2011, when participants in a large Christian demonstration in a Cairo 

slum were attacked by residents of a surrounding neighborhood. 

Thomas Hartwell / Redux

Mohamed Omar / EPA-Landov

Continued on page 5
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majority-Muslim nation—has 
been immune to the fevers of 
Christophobia. According to data 
compiled by the Christian Post, 
the number of violent incidents 
committed against religious 
minorities (and at 7 percent of 
the population, Christians are 
the country’s largest minority) 
increased by nearly 40 percent, 
from 198 to 276, between 2010 
and 2011.

The litany of suffering could 
be extended. In Iran dozens of 
Christians have been arrested 
and jailed for daring to worship 
outside of the officially sanctioned 
church system. Saudi Arabia, 
meanwhile, deserves to be placed 
in a category of its own. Despite 
the fact that more than a million 

Christians live in the country as 
foreign workers, churches and 
even private acts of Christian 
prayer are banned; to enforce 
these totalitarian restrictions, the 
religious police regularly raid the 
homes of Christians and bring 
them up on charges of blasphemy 
in courts where their testimony 
carries less legal weight than a 
Muslim’s. Even in Ethiopia, where 
Christians make up a majority of 
the population, church burnings by 
members of the Muslim minority 
have become a problem.

It should be clear from 
this catalog of atrocities that 
anti-Christian violence is a major 
and underreported problem. 
No, the violence isn’t centrally 
planned or coordinated by some 
international Islamist agency. 
In that sense the global war on 

Christians isn’t a traditional war 
at all. It is, rather, a spontaneous 
expression of anti-Christian 
animus by Muslims that 
transcends cultures, regions, and 
ethnicities.

As Nina Shea, director of the 
Hudson Institute’s Center for 
Religious Freedom, pointed out 
in an interview with Newsweek, 
Christian minorities in many 
majority-Muslim nations have 
“lost the protection of their 
societies.” This is especially so 
in countries with growing radical 
Islamist (Salafist) movements. 
In those nations, vigilantes often 
feel they can act with impunity—
and government inaction often 
proves them right. The old idea 
of the Ottoman Turks—that 
non-Muslims in Muslim societies 
deserve protection (albeit as 

second-class citizens)—has all but 
vanished from wide swaths of the 
Islamic world, and increasingly 
the result is bloodshed and 
oppression.

So let us please get our priorities 
straight. Yes, Western governments 
should protect Muslim minorities 
from intolerance. And of course 
we should ensure that they can 
worship, live, and work freely and 
without fear. It is the protection 
of the freedom of conscience and 
speech that distinguishes free 
societies from unfree ones. But 
we also need to keep perspective 
about the scale and severity of 
intolerance. Cartoons, films, and 
writings are one thing; knives, 
guns, and grenades are something 
else entirely.

As for what the West can do 

to help religious minorities in 
Muslim-majority societies, my 
answer is that it needs to begin 
using the billions of dollars in 
aid it gives to the offending 
countries as leverage. Then there 
is trade and investment. Besides 
diplomatic pressure, these aid 
and trade relationships can and 
should be made conditional on 
the protection of the freedom of 
conscience and worship for all 
citizens.

Instead of falling for overblown 
tales of Western Islamophobia, 
let’s take a real stand against 
the Christophobia infecting the 
Muslim world. Tolerance is for 
everyone—except the intolerant.

The Daily Beast on-line

Continued from page 4

Ugandan Pastor Receives 
Medical Treatment at Israel’s 
Sheba Medical Center Following 
Heinous Acid Attack.

Arrival in Israel facilitated by 
JerusalemOnlineU.com 

Umar Mulinde, a 38-year-old 
evangelical pastor from 

Uganda who recently began 
preaching support for Israel, has 
arrived at Israel’s Sheba Medical 
Center for emergency medical 
treatment following an acid attack 
that severely burned his face, 
torso, and damaged his right eye.

Pastor Mulinde, who converted 
to Christianity after spending 
much of his life as a Moslem, was 
attacked with acid on Christmas 
Eve in Kampala. The assailants 
shouted “Allah Akhbar” (God is 
great) immediately following the 
attack.  

“I was attacked by a man who 
called out to me shouting ‘Pastor, 
Pastor,’ and I turned to see who 
he was,” said Mulinde. “Then he 
poured acid which burnt part of 
my face. As I turned away from 
the attacker, another man poured 
liquid on my back and ran away 
shouting ‘Allah Akhbar’ (God is 
great).”

  After being initially 
hospitalized at International 
Hospital Kampala, Pastor 
Mulinde appealed to come to 
Israel for more advanced medical 
treatment.   The Pastor reached 
out to JerusalemOnlineU.com 
Executive Director Andrea 
Gottlieb of Philadelphia for help. 
Gottlieb made contact with Prof. 
Zeev Rotstein, director of Israel’s 
renowned Sheba Medical Center. 
Sheba serves patients from across 
the Middle East and Europe, and 
conducts humanitarian medical 
missions around the world, 
including ophthalmological care 
and burns treatment throughout 
Africa. Prof. Rotstein offered to 
provide acute and rehabilitative 
care to Mulinde, free-of-charge.

The Pastor arrived in Israel, 
via India and then Jordan.   Visas 
for Mulinde were arranged on 
short notice by Israel’s Foreign 
Ministry, thanks to the assistance 
of JerusalemOnlineU.com 
board member Ilan Sharon of 
Minneapolis.  

Mulinde arrived at the Israeli 
hospital on Thursday afternoon 
(5.01.2012). Dr. Joseph Haik, 
chief of the Sheba Medical 
Center burns unit, and Prof. 
Joseph Moisseiev, head of the 
Sheba Eye Institute, examined the 
Pastor upon arrival, and will be 
directing his treatment. “Pastor 
Mulinde will require a series of 
dermatological repair operations 
over a period of several weeks,” 
says the plastic surgeon and 

burns expert Dr. Haik.   “Our eye 
specialists will operate on his right 
eye, as well, next week.”

“Healing is deeply ingrained in 
Jewish history and tradition. So 
it was only natural that we agree 
to help Pastor Mulinde,” said the 
hospital director Prof. Rotstein. 
“Our hospital is very active and 
experienced in treating patients 
from around the world, including 
from Arab countries that have no 
diplomatic relations with Israel. I 
trust that we can rehabilitate him 
and perhaps help him regain his 
eyesight.” 

Pastor Mulinde, son of an 
Islamic Imam, was trained in 
Islamic theology before converting 
to Christianity while attending 
University. He is an outspoken 

critic of Islam, and has publicly 
debated many Moslems across 
Uganda.   Mulinde’s wife is a 
prominent gospel singer.

Pastor Mulinde learned about 
Israel through JerusalemOnlineU.
com’s course materials. He has 
since taught the courses at his 
Gospel Life Church International 
and to neighboring ministers, and 
organized a 5,000-person teach-in 
about Israel in a local stadium. 

Andrea Gottlieb, Executive 
Director of JerusalemOnlineU.
com, the organization that has 
supported Pastor Mulinde in 
his preaching about Israel, said, 
“Pastor Mulinde uses our courses 
to share his love for Israel with 
others. He is a devoted and loyal 
friend of Israel. We quickly 

responded to the Pastor’s urgent 
needs, and are grateful that he is 
now receiving the best medical 
treatment in the world.”

Ugandan Pastor Receives Medical Treatment
by Tel Hashomer

Pastor Umar Mulinde after being admitted and bandaged on Thursday (Jan. 5) at the Sheba Medical Center at Tel Hashomer in 

Israel by plastic surgeon and burns expert Dr. Joseph Haik (right).  Photo credit: Ilana Yona, Sheba Medical Center.

Pastor Umar Mulinde before 

and after the attack.
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In a speech given to the 
Domestic Affairs Committee 

of the German Bundestag in June 
2008 on the subject of a renascent 
antisemitism, journalist Henryk 
Broder distinguished between a 
prejudice and a resentment: “a 
prejudice concerns a person’s 
behavior; a resentment concerns 
that person’s very existence. 
Anti-semitism is a resentment. The 
anti-Semite does not begrudge the 
Jew how he is or what he does, but 
that he is at all. The anti-Semite 
takes offense as much at the 
Jew’s attempts to assimilate as 
at his self-marginalization. Rich 
Jews are exploiters; poor Jews 
are freeloaders….The anti-Semite 
blames Jews for everything and its 
opposite.”

Of course, this is a story as 
old as the Judean hills. If there 
is anything “new” about it in 
the current historical moment, it 
resides in the form this ancient 
“resentment” happens to take. 
Its racist, religious and class 
manifestations persist, but a 
fourth ingredient has been added 
to this toxic soup of roiling 
hatreds, namely, a national 
element that goes under the 
rubric of anti-Zionism. The 
“historical strain of anti-Semitism 
continues,” writes Phyllis Chesler 
in The New Anti-Semitism, “but 
in the last fifty years it has also 
metamorphosed into the most 
violent anti-Zionism.”

What Jews cannot be forgiven 
today is the rebuilding of a 
national home. The re-creation of 
the state of Israel in its ancestral 
territory is broadly regarded 
as a colonial incursion into the 
Middle East and, in many cases, 
as the latest installment in a vast 
Jewish conspiracy to pursue the 
gradual conquest of the world or 
to assert a sinister hegemony. This 
conviction is obviously nonsense 
if not sheer madness, but it serves 
a time-dishonored purpose: 
the justification of an aversion 
to everything Jewish, whether 
expressed, in Norman Cohn’s 
phrase, as a warrant for genocide, 
or as a free-floating revulsion to 
the mere fact of Jewishness—even 
where no or very few Jews are 
present.

Examples abound. Soeren 
Kern, a senior analyst for the 

Grupo de Estudios Estratégicos in 
Madrid, considers Spain the most 
antisemitic country in Europe, 
nearly half of its people harboring 
negative opinions of Jews. Yet 
the Jewish community in Spain 
is infinitesimal, with only 12,000 
Jews out of a population of 42 
million, less than .05% (Pajamas 
Media, December 30, 2008). 
Similarly, there are only 1,300 
Jews in Norway, approximately 
.003% out of a population of 
4,645,000, yet Norway is a 
major Scandinavian purveyor 
of anti-Zionist and antisemitic 
attitudes and beliefs, and indeed 
challenges Spain for the European 
laurels (Behind the Humanitarian 
Mask, Manfred Gerstenfeld, ed.)

Not to be left behind, Sweden, 
where Jews form .01% of the 
population, is a veritable hotbed 
of antisemitic sepsis, its  largest 
daily, Aftonbladet, accusing the 
Israeli army of harvesting the 
organs of abducted Palestinians 
and its foreign minister Carl 
Bildt endorsing the blood libel 
as “freedom of expression.” 
One remembers, too, the graffiti 
in Potsdam after German 
reunification: Juden Raus, “Jews 
Out.” There were no Jews in 
Potsdam. As of this writing, 
Britain seems to have leaped into 
the forefront of the European 
antisemitic pack, with France 
breathing down its neck. Jews 
constitute .25% of the census in 
the former, .73% in the latter. 
Both countries have large Muslim 
immigrant populations, which 
increasingly influence the official 
tone of anti-Jewish and anti-Israeli 
feeling. Political authorities like 
Catherine Ashton and Nicolas 
Sarkozy are among Israel’s most 
fervid critics and appear little 
concerned with the plight of Jews 
in their own nations.

According to reports, South 
Korea, where scarcely a Jew is 
to be found, is also trending in 
the same direction, as witness 
a “top-selling series of comic 
books,” other anti-Semitic texts, 
a demonstrable strain of public 
sentiment, and a Secretary-
General of the United Nations, the 
rather contemptible Ban Ki-moon, 
who considers Israel an occupying 
power that practices “violence 
against civilians.”

Then there is Japan, a world-
leader in the promulgation of 
antisemitic material, though 
one would have to search far 
and wide to find a Jew in that 
country. Many writers, publishers 
and organizations in Japan are 
preoccupied with Yudakaya, “the 
Jewish peril.” According to the 
Stephen Roth Institute, books 
like The Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion, The International Jew 
and Mein Kampf are regularly 
reprinted in new editions. 
Prominent authors, publishers, 
journalists and academics—the 
list is daunting—who blame 
Jews for everything from AIDS 
to cancer to Alzheimer’s to the 
revival of Nazism, are widely 
read. “Fascination caused by 
ignorance, but also in some 
cases fear and hatred of Jews,” 
says Roth, “probably explain the 
great popularity of…anti-Semitic 
yudayamono (Jewish books).”

And now we have the news 
coming out of Chile. A Jewish 
backpacker was charged with 
starting a major forest fire in the 
Torres del Paine national park, 
an incident which, as David 

Breakstone puts it in an article 
titled “The Dreyfus Revival,” 
quickly fanned the flames of 
antisemitism and anti-Zionism. 
According to segments of the 
Chilean press, the political 
echelon, the social networks and 
the public, Israel stands accused of 
a particularly malefic geopolitical 
objective, namely, of intending 
to colonize Patagonia and plant 
a second Jewish state in southern 
Chile! According to Breakstone’s 
report, spectators accosted the 
backpacker as a “stinking Jew,” 
journalist Andres Figueroa 

Cornejo “published a diatribe 
against Israel in El Ciudadano” 
comparing the country to Nazi 
Germany, and the vice president 
of the Christian Democratic Party, 
Fuad Chachin, denounced Israel 
for ‘killing Palestinian children.’

Conveniently forgotten are that 
Israel sent a crack rescue team to 
Japan to aid in restoration work 
after the 2011 tsunami and hosted 
Chilean miners who survived the 
Copiapó disaster in a “pilgrimage 
of thanks.” Indeed, it comes as no 
surprise that the state-of-the-art 
medical team Israel dispatched to 
Haiti after the great earthquake of 
2010, reputedly the most effective 
of the international field hospitals, 
was venomously maligned among 
bloggers and journalists as an 
organ harvesting operation. Israel 
is a country that gives far more to 
the world than almost any other 
country, excelling in the fields of 
science, technology, medicine, 
agriculture, and green energy, not 
to mention literature, as George 
Gilder makes luminously clear 
in his The Israel Test—which 
does not prevent it from being 

considered a pariah among the 
nations.

Even at the best of times, 
antisemitism lingered as a kind 
of low fever. Today, however, the 
world has become sick again with 
the same virulent infection that 
spread through the 1930s and led 
to the Holocaust. Israel is resented 
because it provides Jews with the 
possibility of survival in a country 
with a strong military, a tested 
population and an open-door 
policy for diasporites who wish to 
emigrate. It is thus condemned, to 

cite the title of Robin Shepherd’s 
book on the subject, as “a state 
beyond the pale.” But this state is 
necessary as a refuge and haven 
even for the most anti-Zionist 
and post-Zionist Jews, whose 
secular pieties and embrace of 
internationalism will not save 
them in the event of a catastrophe.

Breakstone remarks that “the 
uncomfortable question as to just 
how much the Jewish people can 
ever really be at home outside of a 
Jewish state remains unanswered.” 
Perhaps at certain times and in 
certain places it is differentially 
possible, but there can be no 
assurance that the condition of 
peaceful assimilation will be 
permanent. Jews need Israel as 
much as Israel needs Jews. Like 
Philip K. Dick’s definition of 
reality, history is that which does 
not go away. Many Jews feel that 
Israel has made the world less 
safe for them. The truth is that 
the world has always been, so to 
speak, “less safe” for them, which 
explains the rise of the Zionist 
movement and the necessary 
re-establishment of the state of 
Israel.

In the present time, as Broder 
observed, antisemitism has once 
again become fashionable, and 
Jewish citizens of democratic 
states throughout the West are 
coming increasingly under 
attack. The existence of Israel 
is only a pretext for the “new 
antisemitism,” which has found 
a political substitute for other, 
discreditable forms of a primordial 
and tenacious bigotry. The old 
malevolence has merely added 
another aspect to its inventory. But 
it is the same old hatred.

Whether or not Jews wish to 
admit it, the Jewish state will 
always remain their fallback 
position, the only default 
guarantee they can rely on. If 
Israel is destroyed, all the Jew can 
reasonably expect from the liberal 
world in which he has invested his 
loyalty and made his contribution 
is a candlelight vigil. And there 
should be no mistake about this. In 
the course of time the candles of a 
false remorse will inevitably begin 
to gutter. 

Source:  FrontPage Magazine

Why Jews Need Israel

Good News From Israel

By David Solway 

“The Lord will indeed give what 
is good, and our land will yield 
its harvest.”  Ps 85:12

ISRAEL TO HAVE POSSIBLE 
WATER SURPLUS WITHIN 
A DECADE: 

This year’s winter storms have 
been a major relief to Israel that 
has undergone seven years of 

drought. Nevertheless experts 
have plans to forge ahead with 
long term innovations to meet 
water shortages that are always a 
threat to the region. In fact, Israel 
may face a happy alternative 
to damaging droughts within 
a decade – a water surplus. 
Mekorot, the national water 
company intends to increase the 
desalination of seawater which 
eventually will enable Israel to 

rehabilitate all of its fresh water 
reservoirs. Currently, Israel 
is missing 2B cubic meters 
of water, but Mekorot’s data 
suggests that by 2013, 75% of 
Israeli households would be 
using desalinated water. Israel’s 
agricultural irrigation is slated 
to be based completely on 
desalinated and brackish water 
by 2030. 

COFFEE SHOP GIVES 
RELIEF TO MENTALLY ILL:

Two students from the social 
work department at Tel-Hai 
College run a special coffee shop 
on campus in cooperation with 
the Israeli Association for Mental 
Health (IAMH). “Cafe Motek” 
caters to the mentally disabled 
and to coffee lovers in general. 
“When the place is packed you 

can’t tell the difference between the 
mentally-disabled people who hang 
out here and the students,” says 
Gilad Levi, who runs the coffee 
shop on behalf of IAMH. “The 
coffee shop brings people together 
without labeling anyone. Stigmas 
are left outside the door,” he says. 
One disable volunteer said he 
couldn’t be happier. “This place has 
changed my life. It has boosted my 
self-esteem and confidence.” (Ynet)
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Thirty years ago, after Jimmy 
Carter’s disastrous attempt 

to rescue the embassy hostages 
in Iran, the Ayatollah Khomeini 
warned, “Carter still has not 
comprehended what kind of 
people he is facing and what 
school of thought he is playing 
with. Our people is the people of 
blood and our school is the school 
of Jihad.” Despite the graphic 
proof of Khomeini’s words in 
the carnage of 9/11, many in 
the media, politics, and foreign 
policy establishment still refuse 
to comprehend the enemy we are 
facing.

Even as Islamists have come 
to power in the countries hastily 
celebrated last year as cradles of 
democracy, “Arab Spring” fever 
continues to addle the thinking 
of many. New York Times 
correspondent Anthony Shadid 
(who died suddenly of an asthma 
attack last week in Syria) had 
his final article published last 
Saturday. It is a puff-piece on 
Tunisian Islamist Said Ferjani, 
who has returned to Tunisia from 
exile to “build a democracy, led by 
Islamists.” Said’s mentor is Rachid 
al-Ghannouchi, whose Ennahda 
party won over a third of the seats 
in Tunisia’s National Constituent 
Assembly. “His own thoughts 
evolving in exile,” Shahid writes, 
“Gannouchi became an early 
proponent of a more inclusive 
and tolerant Islamism, arguing 
a generation ago that notions of 
elections and majority rule were 
universal and did not contradict 
Islam.”

This statement is riddled with 
conceptual incoherence and 
obfuscation, and cries out for 
critical scrutiny. Elections and 
majority rule have nothing to 
do with being “more inclusive 
and tolerance,” which is the 
consequence of foundational 
principles such as human rights 
and equality before the law. 
Majorities can vote in democratic 
elections for exclusion and 
intolerance, as shown by the calls 
for intolerant shari’a law, and 
increased assaults on Christians 

and Jews in countries recently 
taken over by Islamists. And 
a shrewd reporter would have 
asked how this alleged “inclusion 
and tolerance” squares with 
Gannouchi’s campaign statement 
that “God wants you to vote for 
the party that will protect your 
faith,” a faith that prescribes 
subordinate status for women and 
non-Muslims; or whether Muslim 
Brothers offshoot Ennahda has 
repudiated the Brothers’ motto: 
“God is our objective; the Quran 
is our constitution, the Prophet is 
our leader; jihad is our way; and 
death for the sake of God is the 
highest of our aspirations.” Like 
many liberal reporters, Shadid 
simply accepts at face value the 
tactical deceptions of media-
savvy Islamists adept at telling 
Westerners what they want to hear.

In fact, Shadid passes up 
numerous opportunities to do 
some good reporting and give 
his readers the whole story. 
For example, Shadid quotes 
approvingly Sheik Yusuf 
al-Qaradawi, the Brothers’ 
Grand Mufiti, but doesn’t inform 
his readers that Qaradawi is 
on record advocating shari’a 
law, terrorism, and genocide 
against the Jews. Shadid also 
quotes another “reformer,” Tariq 
Ramadan. Ramadan is the Swiss 
born grandson of Muslim Brothers 
founder Hassan al-Banna, whose 
desire was to see “the Islamic 
banner . . . wave supreme over 
the human race,” and about whose 
Islamist ideology Ramadan has 
said, “there is nothing in this 
heritage that I reject.” Of course, 
Shahid says nothing of Ramadan’s 
documented tactical duplicity, 
illiberal ideas, and connections 
to terrorists, all documented in 
Caroline Fourest’s Brother Tariq, 
which reveals that beneath his 
soothing rhetoric Ramadan is 
pursuing the jihadist program 
of global Islamization through 
propaganda and recruitment rather 
than through violence. But Shadid 
is simply following the pattern of 
most “reporting” on Islam and 
Muslims over the last decade. As 

Bruce Bawer wrote in Surrender 
about another Times puff-piece, 
this one about a Brooklyn Imam, 
such articles “emphasize personal 
and superficial details that are 
likely to generate sympathy while 
sidestepping or whitewashing core 
beliefs, domestic arrangements, 
cultural practices, social rules, 
and long-term political goals that 
might actually inform, enlighten––
and therefore alarm––readers.”

By filtering the words and 
deeds of the enemies through our 
own ideals and assumptions, such 
stories over the years have created 
a false picture of Islamism and 
the jihadist assault on the West. 
We rely on feel-good words like 
“freedom”   and “democracy,” 
without understanding the 
complexity of these ideas, or 
their foundation in larger notions 
about God and human nature 
specific to the West and its 
Greco-Roman, Judeo-Christian 
heritage, one very different from, 
and fundamentally incompatible 
with, the traditions of Islam. As 
a result, we are easy prey for 
duplicitous and manipulative 
propagandists. Or we assume that 
our belief in environmental rather 
than spiritual causes will explain 
the jihadist violence that is in fact 
rooted in Islamic doctrine and 
traditions. Thus Bill Clinton, in 
a recent speech in Nigeria, where 
the jihadist outfit Boko Haram is 

fulfilling the Koranic injunction to 
“slay the idolaters wherever you 
find them,” opined, “You can’t 
just have this level of inequality 
persist. That’s what’s fueling 
all this stuff.” This economic 
rationale has been a favorite since 
9/11, when the New York Times, 
channelling Karl Marx, wrote 
that “the disappointed youth of 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia turn 
to religion for comfort.” Then 
there are those who think that 
American-supported autocracies 
have oppressed their peoples into 
terrorism, and so giving them 
ballot boxes and constitutions will 
“drain the swamp” of jihadism. 
But as G.K. Chesterton wrote, 
“We shall have real democracy, 
when . . . the ordinary man will 
decide not only how he will 
vote, but what he is going to vote 
about.” But the autocrats have 
been kicked out of Tunisia, Libya, 
and Egypt, and so far an illiberal 
shari’a law and Jew-hatred seem 
to be what the “ordinary man” in 
those countries is voting about.

So too with all the other 
causes of jihadism dear to liberal 
received wisdom. Israel, of 
course, is favorite rationalization 
for terrorism, even though the 
Islamist sects like Wahhabism, 
Deobandism, and Salafism from 
which modern jihadism springs 
appeared in the 18th and 19th 
centuries, long before Israel 

even existed. Western apologists 
decry colonial and imperial 
depredations, but never ask 
about the fourteen-hundred-year 
record of Islamic imperialism, 
colonization, and occupation, 
or wonder why Christians 
from all over the world aren’t 
rushing to commit terrorist acts 
against Turkey for occupying 
Constantinople or northern 
Cyprus. Alleged American 
slaughter of Muslims is another 
favorite explanation for jihadist 
violence, even though American 
power has liberated many more 
Muslims in Iraq, Afghanistan, 
Bosnia, and Kuwait than it has 
killed. And if infidels killing 
Muslims justifies jihadist hatred, 
then Russia should top the list of 
offenders, as it has slaughtered 
Muslims for centuries, from the 
siege of Izmail in 1790, when 
40,000 Muslim men, women, and 
children were butchered, to the 
destruction of Chechnya’s jihadist 
insurgency, which killed at least 
100,000.

No, many in the West have not 
comprehended the nature of the 
people we are fighting––a people 
of blood and jihad. Whether 
through naïveté or arrogance, too 
many Westerners prefer their own 
received ideas and comforting 
illusions to the words of the 
enemy and the record of his deeds.  

(Source: FrontPage Magazine)

The People of Blood and Jihad Why Jews Need Israel

Good News From Israel

By Bruce Thornton

Israeli hospital saves Arab girl’s heart 
By Ryan Jones|

Those evil, apartheid-imposing 
Israelis were at it again last 

month, providing free emergency 
medical treatment that saved the 
life of a 12-year-old Palestinian 
Arab girl from Gaza who had a 
serious heart defect.

In a press release publihshed 
this week, Rambam Medical 
Center in Haifa revealed that 
young Aya Almasal actually died 
while en route from Gaza to the 
northern Israel port city.

Having suffered from 

unexplained and sudden bouts of 
unconsciousness her entire life, “Aya 
set out for Rambam to treat this 
problem... [but] upon leaving Gaza, 
she felt ill and her situation steadily 
deteriorated,” read the release. “As 
the girl neared Rambam, her heart 
stopped working and she was, in 
effect, dead.”

Israeli medics and doctors 
managed with great effort 
to resuscitate their young 
Arab patient and implant a 
life-saving pacemaker. Aya was 
later diagnosed with Long QT 
Syndrome, a birth defect that 

causes irregular and rapid heart 
rate, and prevents blood from 
reaching the brain, resulting in a 
sudden loss of consciousness.

After a month of treatment 
and close monitoring, Aya 
was discharged last Thursday 
“standing on her own two feet” 
and ready to return home and start 
life anew.

Aya is but an example of the 
overwhelming compassion Israel 
often demonstrates toward its 
Arab neighbors, even those from 
territories that are violently hostile 
toward the Jewish state.

Rambam Medical Center alone 
treats hundreds of Arab children 
and youth from across the Middle 
East on an humanitarian basis 
ever year. The hospital’s public 
relations department noted that 
“a number of Palestinian patients 
are currently at the [Pediatric 
Cardiology] department, among 
them a three-week old infant 
scheduled for heart surgery, and a 
40-day old baby who needs a stent 
procedure.”

And Rambam is far from the 
only Israeli hospital that provides 
such care to its “enemies.” Israel 

Today has previously written 
about a group of Israeli surgeons 
who donate their time to a 
humanitarian organization called 
“Save a Child’s Heart” that has 
provided life-saving surgery to 
well over 2,000 Arab children to 
date.

Kind of paints a much different 
picture than the apartheid 
narrative insisted upon by Israel’s 
antagonists.

Source: Israel Today On-line

Learning to kill - from generation to generation.
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LORD SACKS: “HAS EUROPE LOST ITS SOUL?”

Lord Jonathan Sacks, 
Chief Rabbi of the British 

Commonwealth and a leading 
moral spokesman in Britain 
today, delivered an absolutely 
outstanding message on December 
12, 2011, at the Gregorian 
University in Rome, asking, ‘Has 
Europe lost its soul?’

I have to say that his lecture 
merits being published in its 
entirety, but because of the limited 
space we have in our bi-monthly 
Israel & Christians Today paper, 
I’ve edited it down to approx. a 
two-page article (For the entire 
message please visit www.
chiefrabbi.org).

As the political leaders of 
Europe come together to try to 
save the euro, and with it the 
very project of European Union, 
Chief Rabbi Lord Sacks believes 
the time has come for religious 
leaders to do likewise. 

He believes that the future 
health of Europe, politically, 
economically and culturally, has a 
spiritual dimension. Lose that and 
we will lose much else besides. 
To paraphrase a famous Christian 
text: What will it profit Europe if 
it gains the whole world yet loses 
its soul? Europe is in danger of 
losing its soul.

The Vatican and the Jewish 
people

The history of the relationship 
between the Catholic Church and 
the Jews was not always a happy 
or an easy one. Too often it was 
written in tears. Yet something 
extraordinary happened just over 
half a century ago, when on 13 
June 1960 the French Jewish 
historian Jules Isaac had an 
audience with Pope John XXIII 
and presented him with a dossier 
of materials he had been gathering 
on the history of Christian 
antisemitism. That set in motion 
the long journey to Vatican II and 
Nostra Aetate, as a result of which, 
today, Jews and Catholics meet not 
as enemies, nor as strangers, but as 
cherished and respected friends.

That is one of the most dramatic 
transformations in the religious 
history of humankind and lit a 
beacon of hope, not just for us but 
for the world. It was a victory for 
the God of love and forgiveness, 
who created us in love and 
forgiveness, asking us to love and 
forgive others. 

Side-by-Side

For half a century Jews and 
Christians have focused on 
the way of dialogue that I call 
face-to-face. The time has come 
to move on to a new phase, the 
way of partnership that I call 
side-by-side. For the task ahead 
of us is not between Jews and 
Catholics, or even Jews and 
Christians in general, but between 
Jews and Christians on the one 

hand, and the increasingly, even 
aggressively secularising forces at 
work in Europe today on the other, 
challenging and even ridiculing 
our faith.

If Europe loses the Judaeo-
Christian heritage that gave it its 
historic identity and its greatest 
achievements in literature, art, 
music, education, politics, and 
as we will see, economics, it will 
lose its identity and its greatness, 
not immediately, but before this 
century reaches its end.

When a civilisation loses its 
faith, it loses its future. When 
it recovers its faith, it recovers 
its future. For the sake of our 
children, and their children not yet 
born, we – Jews and Christians, 
side-by-side – must renew our 
faith and its prophetic voice. We 
must help Europe recover its soul.

The Heart of your Culture is 
Your Religion

In the past 20 years, we 
have realised that the heart of 
your culture is your religion: 
Christianity. That is why the 
West has been so powerful. The 
Christian moral foundation of 
social and cultural life was what 
made possible the emergence of 
capitalism and then the successful 
transition to democratic politics. We 
don’t have any doubt about this.”

The phrase “Judeo-Christian 
tradition” is a recent coinage 
and one that elides significant 
differences between the two 
religions and the various strands 
within each. Different scholars 
have taken diverse tracks. In 
tracing the economic history of the 
West. Max Weber famously spoke 
about The Protestant Ethic and the 
Spirit of Capitalism, with special 
emphasis on Calvinism. Michael 
Novak has written eloquently 
about the Catholic ethic. 

Those who emphasised the 
Jewish contribution, from Karl 
Marx to Werner Sombart, tended 
to do so in a spirit of criticism. 
Nonetheless it cannot be pure 
coincidence that Jews, numbering 
less than a fifth of a per cent of the 
population of the world, have won 
more than 30 per cent of Nobel 
Prizes in economics. The biblical 
Joseph may have been the world’s 
first economist, having discovered 
the theory of trade cycles – seven 

years of plenty followed by seven 
lean years. The financial state of 
Europe would be better today if 
people knew their Bible. 

Judeo-Christian values

There is, though, enough 
common ground to speak, at least 
here, of shared values, such as deep 
biblical respect for the dignity of 
the human individual, regardless of 
colour, creed or class, created in the 
image and likeness of God. Second 
is the biblical respect for property 
rights, as against the idea prevalent 
in the ancient world that rulers 
were entitled to treat property of 
the tribe or nation as their own. 
Then there is the biblical respect 
for labour. God tells Noah that he 
will be saved from the flood, but it 
is Noah who has to build the ark. 
We serve God through work as 
well as rest. 

Job creation, in Judaism, is the 
highest form of charity because 
it gives people the dignity of not 
depending on charity. Equally 
important is Judaism’s positive 
attitude to the creation of wealth. 
The world is God’s creation; 
therefore it is good, and prosperity 
is a sign of God’s blessing. 

Wealth is a Divine blessing, 
and therefore it carries with it an 
obligation to use it for the benefit 
of the community as a whole.

Poverty is not just a physical 
disaster for those without the 
means to sustain themselves. It is 
a psychological disaster. Poverty 
humiliates. It can also force the 
poor into a cycle of dependence. 
They may be forced to borrow. They 
might in biblical times be forced to 
sell themselves into slavery. 

Biblical Welfare Legislation

We find in the Bible an entire 
structure of welfare legislation: the 
corner of the field, the forgotten 
sheaves, and other parts of the 
harvest, left for the poor, together 
with the tithe on certain years; 
the sabbatical year in which all 
produce is available for everyone, 
debts cancelled and slaves set 
free; and the jubilee year in which 
ancestral land returned to its 
original owners. 

This is a highly sophisticated 
system, aimed at two things: first 
that the poor should have means 
of a livelihood, and second that 
there should be, every seven and 
fifty years, periodic redistributions 
to correct the inequalities of 
the market and establish a level 
playing field. And what was 
done in biblical times in a largely 
agricultural economy was done 
in post-biblical times through a 
vast extension of the tzedakah, 
the word we usually translate 
as charity, though it also means 
justice.

Every Jewish community 
in the Middle Ages had an 
elaborate system of tzedakah 

that amounted to nothing less 
than a mini-welfare state. There 
was a chevra, a fellowship, 
gathering and distributing funds 
for every conceivable purpose: 
for poor brides, for the sick, for 
education, for burial, so that no 
one was deprived of the means of 
a dignified existence. What made 
this structure remarkable, indeed 
unique, was not only that it was 
the first of its kind, the precursor 
of the modern welfare state, but 
also that it was entirely voluntary, 
the collective decision of a 
community with no governmental 
power and often no legal rights.

So not only is the market the 
outcome of a Judeo-Christian 
ethic. So too is a keen sense of the 
limits of the market and the need 
to supplement it with a system of 
welfare itself funded by the market.

Eroding of Moral Foundations

However as the critics of 
capitalism pointed out, the 
market does not create a stable 
equilibrium. It engages in creative 
destruction, or as Daniel Bell put 
it, capitalism contains cultural 
contradictions. It tends to erode 
the moral foundations on which 
it was built. Specifically, as is 
manifest clear in contemporary 
Europe, it erodes the Judeo-
Christian ethic that gave birth to it 
in the first place. 

Instead of seeing the system 
as Adam Smith did, as a means 
of directing self- interest to the 
common good, it can become a 
means of empowering self-interest 
to the detriment of the common 
good. Instead of the market being 
framed by moral principles, it 
comes to substitute for moral 
principle. If you can buy it, 
negotiate it, earn it and afford it, 
then you are entitled to it – as the 
advertisers say – because you’re 
worth it. The market ceases to be 

merely a system and becomes an 
ideology in its own right. 

The market gives us choices; so 
morality itself becomes just a set of 
choices in which right or wrong have 
no meaning beyond the satisfaction 
or frustration of desire. We find it 
increasingly hard to understand 
why there might be things we want 
to do, can afford to do and have 
a legal right to do, that none the 
less we should not do because they 
are unjust, or dishonourable, or 
disloyal, or demeaning. When Homo 
economicus displaces Homo sapiens, 
market fundamentalism rules.

There is a wise American saying: 
Never waste a crisis. And the 
current financial and economic 
crisis affords us a rare opportunity 
to pause and reflect on where we 
have been going and where it leads.

Transparency and 
Accountability

The book of Exodus devotes 
astonishing space to a detailed 
set of accounts as to how every 
item donated to the building 
of the Tabernacle was spent, to 
establish the principle that those 
in charge of public funds must be 
transparently above suspicion.

Many people were encouraged to 
take out mortgages, often with low 
initial repayment rates, that they 
could not repay. This is forbidden 
in Jewish law under the biblical 
prohibition: “You shall not place a 
stumbling block before the blind.”

The bankers themselves 
not only awarded themselves 
disproportionately high salaries 
but also, by providing themselves 
with “golden parachutes”, 
insulated themselves from the 
very risks to which they were 
exposing both their customers 
and their shareholders. Almost 
two thousand years ago the rabbis 
established a series of enactments 
precisely to avoid the possibility 

By Henk Kamsteeg
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that someone could benefit from 
failure or dereliction of duty. 

No one who reads the Bible 
with its provisions for the 
remission of debts every seventh 
year could fail to understand how 
morally concerned it is to prevent 
the build up of indebtedness, of 
mortgaging freedom tomorrow 
for the sake of liberty today. The 
unprecedented levels of private 
and public debt in the West should 
have sent warning signals long 
ago that such a state of affairs was 
unsustainable in the long run. 

Profound Moral 
Consequences

To whom is an international 
corporation answerable? Often 
they do not employ workers. They 
outsource manufacturing to places 
far away. If wages rise in one 
place, they can, almost instantly, 
transfer production to somewhere 
else. If a tax regime in one country 
becomes burdensome, they can 
relocate to another. To whom, 
then, are they accountable? By 
whom are they controllable? For 
whom are they responsible? As for 
moral responsibility, it seems that 
that too can be outsourced. It is 
someone else’s problem, not mine.

This has profound moral 
consequences. George Soros 
writes of how in his early years 
as an investment manager he 
had to spend immense time and 
energy proving his credentials, 
his character and integrity, before 
people would do business with 
him. Nowadays, he says, deals are 
transactional rather than personal. 
Instead of placing your faith in a 
person, you get lawyers to write 
safeguards into the contract. This 
is an historic shift from a trust 
economy to a risk economy. But 
trust is not a dispensable luxury. It 
is the very basis of our social life. 
A world without trust is a lonely 
and dangerous place.

It was precisely the breakdown 
of trust that caused the banking 
crisis in the first place. Its 
keywords are deeply spiritual. 
“Credit” comes from the Latin 
“credo” meaning “I believe.” 
“Confidence” comes from the 
Latin meaning “shared faith.” 
“Trust” is a word that has deeply 
religious resonance. Try running 
a bank, a business or an economy 
in the absence of confidence and 
trust and you will know it can’t 
be done. And as it happens, the 
system did fail.

Profound Truth

With this we come to perhaps 
the most profound truth of the 
Judeo-Christian ethic. That ethic, 
based on justice, compassion and 
respect for human dignity, took 
moral restraint from “out there” 
to “in here.” Good conduct was 
not dependent on governments, 
laws, police, inspectorates, 
regulatory bodies, civil courts and 
legal penalties. It was dependent 
on the still, small voice of God 

within the human heart. It became 
part of character, virtue and an 
internalised sense of obligation. 
Jews and Christians devoted 
immense energies to training the 
young in the ways of goodness 
and righteousness. A moral vision, 
a clear sense of right and wrong.

If you were Jewish, you knew 
what it felt like to be a slave 
in Egypt, eating the bread of 
affliction and the bitter herbs of 
slavery. You knew what it felt like 
to be homeless for forty years as 
you wandered through the desert. 
You knew the call of Isaiah, 
“Learn to do good, seek justice, 
rebuke the oppressor, defend the 
fatherless, plead for the widow.” 
You had social justice engraved in 
your neural pathways. Christians 
did likewise. 

Societies where self-interest 
trumps the common good 
eventually disintegrate. Giambattista 
Vico described a similar cycle: 
“People first sense what is 
necessary, then consider what is 
useful, next attend to comfort, later 
delight in pleasures, soon grow 
dissolute in luxury, and finally go 
mad squandering their estates.”

This was said first and most 
powerfully by Moses long ago. 
The theme of his great speeches in 
the book of Deuteronomy is that it 
is not hardship that is the real trial, 
but affluence. Affluence makes 
you complacent. You no longer 
have the moral and mental energy 
to make the sacrifices necessary 
for the defence of freedom. 
Inequalities grow. The rich 
become self-indulgent. The poor 
feel excluded. There are social 
divisions, resentments, injustices. 
Society no longer coheres. 
People do not feel bound to one 
another by a bond of collective 
responsibility. Individualism 
prevails. Trust declines. Social 
capital wanes. When that happens, 
you will be defeated.

Those who believe that liberal 
democracy and the free market 
can be defended by the force of 
law and regulation alone, without 
an internalised sense of duty and 
morality, are tragically mistaken.

Instant Grati�cation

The sages of the ancient world 
said: Who is rich? One who rejoices 
in what he has. The consumer 
society says the opposite. Who is 
rich? One who can buy what he 
does not yet have. Relentlessly 
focussing on what we lack and 
what others have, it encourages 
feelings of inadequacy that we 
assuage by buying a product to 
make us happy, which it does until 
the day after, when the next best 
thing comes along and makes us 
feel inadequate all over again. 

It is no accident that despite the 
fact that until recently we were 
affluent beyond the dreams of 
previous generations, we were not 
measurably happier. We turned 
children into mini-consumers, 
giving them mobile phones 
instead of our time. The result, 
in Britain, is a generation of 
children more unhappy, more 

prone to depression, stress, eating 
disorders, and drug and alcohol 
abuse than they were fifty years 
ago. The consumer society turns 
out to be a highly efficient system 
for the creation and distribution 
of unhappiness. At every stage, 
the emphasis is on the instant 
gratification of instinct. In the 
words of the pop group Queen, “I 
want it all and I want it now.” A 
whole culture is being infantilised.

My late father, coming to 
Britain at the age of six fleeing 
persecution in Poland, knew 
poverty and lived it. But he and 
his contemporaries had a rich 
cultural, communal and spiritual 
life. He enjoyed classical music 
and the great painters. He loved 
synagogue and his faith as a 
Jew. The Jewish communities of 
the East End, like some Asian 
sub-communities today, had strong 
families, supportive networks, 
and high aspirations, if not for 
themselves then for their children. 

Can we really say that the world 
of brands and status symbols, of 
what you own rather than what 
you are, is better? What of the 
future if we really are fated to 
years of recession? What will 
that mean for a culture where 
happiness is defined by material 
possessions? It will mean the 
maximum of disappointment 
with the minimum of consolation. 
Whether our social structures are 
strong enough to survive this is 
wholly open to doubt.

I want to draw attention briefly 
to five features of Judaism, largely 
shared by Christianity, whose role 
over the centuries has been to 
preserve a space uninvaded by the 
market ethic.

The Sabbath

The first is the Sabbath, the 
boundary Judaism draws around 
economic activity. The Sabbath is 
the day we focus on the things that 
have value but not a price, when we 
neither work nor employ others to 
do our work, when we neither buy 
nor sell, in which all manipulation 
of nature for creative ends is 
forbidden and all hierarchies of 
power or wealth are suspended.

It is the still point in the 
turning world, when we renew 
our attachment to family and 
community, living the truth that 
the world is not wholly ours to 
bend to our will but something 
given to us in trust to conserve 

for future generations. The Jewish 
writer Achad Ha-am said that 
more than the Jews have kept the 
Sabbath, the Sabbath has kept the 
Jews. It is the one day in seven 
when we stop making a living and 
instead simply live.

Marriage and Family

Judaism is one of the great 
familial traditions. Many of its 
supreme religious moments 
take place in the home between 
husband and wife, parents and 
children. Marriage is where love 
and loyalty combine to bring 
new life into the world. If Jews 
have survived tragedy, found 
happiness, and contributed more 
than their share to the human 
heritage, I suspect it is because 
of the sanctity with which they 
endowed marriage and the way 
they regarded parenthood as their 
most sacred task. 

Education

Since the days of Moses 
Jews have predicated their very 
survival on education. They 
were the first civilization to 
construct, two thousand years 
ago, a universal compulsory 
education, communally funded, to 
ensure that everyone had access 
to knowledge. They even said 
that study is holier than prayer. 
Jews are the people whose heroes 
are teachers, whose citadels are 
schools and whose passion is the 
life of the mind. 

Property

Deeply embedded in the 
Jewish mind is the idea that we 
do not ultimately own what we 
possess. Everything belongs to 
God, and what we have, we hold 
in trust. There are conditions to 
that trust. As the great Victorian 
philanthropist Sir Moses 
Montefiore put it, “We are worth 
what we are willing to share with 
others”. Hence the long tradition 
of Jewish philanthropy that 
explains how Judaism encouraged 
the creation of wealth without 
giving rise to class resentments.

Discipline of Jewish Law

It was William Rees-Mogg 
who first drew attention to a 
connection between Jewish law 
and economics I had never thought 
of before. In a book he wrote 
about inflation, The Reigning 
Error, he said that inflation – like 
high levels of debt – is a disease of 
inordinacy. It happens because of 
a failure to understand that energy, 
to be channelled, needs restraints. 
It was the constant discipline of 
law, he says, that provided the 
boundaries within which Jewish 
creativity could flow. It taught 
Jews self-restraint, and it is the 
failure of societies to practice 
self-restraint that leads to inflation 
or unsustainable debt.

When everything that matters 
can be bought and sold, when 
commitments can be broken 

because they are no longer to 
our advantage, when shopping 
becomes salvation and advertising 
slogans our litany, when our worth 
is measured by how much we 
earn and spend, then the market 
is destroying the very virtues on 
which in the long run it depends. 
That is the danger that advanced 
economies now face. At such times 
the voice of our great religious 
traditions needs to be heard, 
warning us of the gods that devour 
their own children, and of the ruins 
of once-great buildings that stand 
today as relics of civilisations that 
once seemed invincible.

What Can We Do?

Today, in a Europe more secular 
than it has been since the last days 
of pre-Christian Rome, the culprits 
are an aggressive scientific atheism 
tone deaf to the music of faith; a 
reductive materialism blind to the 
power of the human spirit; global 
corporations uncontrollable by and 
sometimes more powerful than 
national governments; forms of 
finance so complex as to surpass 
the understanding of bodies 
charged with their regulation; a 
consumer-driven economy that is 
shrivelling the imaginative horizons 
of our children; and a fraying of 
all the social bonds, from family 
to community, that once brought 
comfort and a redemption of 
solitude, to be replaced by virtual 
networks mediated by smartphone, 
whose result is to leave us “alone 
together.”

We should use this moment 
of recession to restore to their 
rightful place in society the 
things that have value but not 
a price: marriage, the family, 
home, dedicated time between 
parents and children, the 
face-to-face friendships that 
make up community and sense of 
gratitude and thanksgiving, and 
a willingness to share some of 
God’s blessings with those who 
have less. 

We should seek to recover the 
alternative world created by the 
Sabbath, one day in seven to give 
our relationships the chance to 
mature and our souls the pure air 
they need to breathe. We should 
challenge the relativism that tells 
us there is no right or wrong, when 
every instinct of our mind knows it 
is not so.

Economic superpowers have 
a short shelf-life: Spain in 
the fifteenth century, Venice 
in the sixteenth, Holland in 
the seventeenth, France in 
the eighteenth, Britain in the 
nineteenth, America in the 
twentieth. Meanwhile Christianity 
has survived for two thousand 
years, and Judaism for twice as 
long as that. 

Stabilising the Euro is one thing, 
healing the culture that surrounds 
it is another. A world in which 
material values are everything and 
spiritual values nothing is neither a 
stable state nor a good society. The 
time has come for us to recover the 
Judeo-Christian ethic of human 
dignity in the image of God. 

Continued from page 8

 the task 
ahead of us... is 

between Jews and 
Christians on the 
one hand, and the 
secularising forces 
at work in Europe 
today on the other
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Turning Empty European Churches Into Mosques

Muslims in Europe are 
increasingly converting 

empty Christian churches into 
mosques.

The proliferation of mosques 
housed in former churches reflects 
the rise of Islam as the fastest 
growing religion in post-Christian 
Europe.

There are now more practicing 
Muslims than practicing 
Christians in many parts of 
Europe, not only in large urban 
centers, but also in smaller towns 
and cities across the continent.

As Islam replaces Christianity 
as the dominant religion in 
Europe, more and more churches 
are set to become mosques, 
which increasingly serve not 
only as religious institutions but 
also function as the foundational 
political building blocks for the 
establishment of separate, parallel 
Muslim communities in Europe 
that are based on Islamic Sharia 
law.

The latest churches destined 
to become mosques are located 
in Germany, where the Roman 
Catholic Church has announced 
plans to close up to six churches 
in Duisburg, an industrial city in 
northwestern part of the country, 
due to falling church attendance.

Duisburg, which has a total 
population of 500,000, is home to 
around 100,000 mostly Turkish 
Muslims, making it one of the 
most Islamized cities in Germany.

Muslims in Duisburg are 
now clamoring to turn empty 
churches in the city into mosques, 
according to the Germany daily 
newspaper, Der Westen.

All of the churches slated for 
closing are located in the gritty 
Hamborn and Marxloh districts 
in northern Duisburg where Islam 
has already replaced Christianity 
as the dominant religion, and 
where several Catholic churches 
have already been abandoned in a 
previous round of church closings.

In Marxloh, all eyes are set on 
the Church of Saint Peter and 
Paul, which is the last remaining 
church in a part of Duisburg that 
is now almost completely Muslim. 
The church may be closed as early 
as the end of January 2012.

Marxloh also happens to be 
home to the Duisburg Merkez 
Mosque, the largest mosque in 
Germany. Completed in 2008 at 
a cost of more than €7.5 million 
($10 million), the Ottoman-style 
mega-mosque can accommodate 
more than 1,200 Muslim 
worshippers at a time.

Merkez now wants to turn 
the churches in Hamborn and 
Marxloh into mosques and prayer 
centers that would serve as 
extensions of the mega-mosque. 
According to the chairman of the 
Merkez Mosque, Mohammed 
Al, “Regardless of whether it is a 
church or a mosque, it is a house 
of God.”

In addition to Roman Catholic 
churches, some Protestant 
churches have also been converted 
into mosques in Germany, where 
the Muslim population has jumped 
from around 50,000 in the early 
1980s to more than 4 million 
today.

In Germany as a whole, 
more than 400 Roman Catholic 
churches and more than 100 
Protestant churches have been 
closed since 2000, according to 
one estimate. Another 700 Roman 
Catholic churches are slated to be 
closed over the next several years.

By contrast, there are now more 
than 200 mosques (including 
more than 40 mega-mosques), 
2,600 Muslim prayer halls and 
a countless number unofficial 
mosques in Germany. Another 
128 mosques are currently under 
construction, according to the 
Zentralinstitut Islam-Archiv, a 
Muslim organization based in 
Germany.

In neighboring France, mosques 
are being built more often than 
Roman Catholic churches, and 
there now are more practicing 
Muslims in the country than 
practicing Catholics.

Nearly 150 new mosques are 
currently under construction 
in France, home to the biggest 
Muslim community in Europe.

The total number of mosques 
in France has already doubled 
to more than 2,000 during just 
the past ten years, according to 
a research report, “Constructing 
Mosques: The Governance 
of Islam in France and the 
Netherlands.” The rector of the 

Grand Mosque of Paris, Dalil 
Boubakeur, has called for the 
number of mosques in the country 
to be doubled again -- to 4,000 -- 
to meet growing demand.

By contrast, the Roman Catholic 
Church in France has built only 
20 new churches during the past 
decade, and has formally closed 
more than 60 churches, many of 
which are destined to become 
mosques, according to research 
conducted by La Croix, a Roman 
Catholic daily newspaper based in 
Paris.

Although 64% of the French 
population (or 41.6 million of 
France’s 65 million inhabitants) 
identifies itself as Roman 
Catholic, only 4.5% (or 1.9 
million) of those actually are 
practicing Catholics, according 
to the French Institute of Public 
Opinion (or Ifop, as it is usually 
called).

By way of comparison, 75% 
(or 4.5 million) of the estimated 
6 million mostly ethnic North 
African and sub-Saharan Muslims 
in France identify themselves 
as “believers” and 41% (or 2.5 
million) say they are “practicing” 
Muslims, according to an in-depth 
research report on Islam in France 
published by Ifop.

Taken together, the research 
data provides empirical evidence 
that Islam is well on its way to 
overtaking Roman Catholicism as 
the dominant religion in France.

In Britain, Islam has overtaken 
Anglicanism as the dominant 
religion as more people attend 
mosques than the Church of 
England. According to one survey, 

930,000 Muslims attend a place 
of worship at least once a week, 
whereas only 916,000 Anglicans 
do the same.

Muslim leaders are now 
claiming that, given such a rise of 
Islam in Britain, Muslims should 
receive a share of the privileged 
status of the Church of England.

Overall, at least 10,000 churches 

have been closed in Britain since 
1960, including 8,000 Methodist 
churches and 1,700 Anglican 
churches. Another 4,000 churches 
are set to be closed by 2020, 
according to Christian Research, 
an organization that tracks 
religious trends in Britain.

By contrast, there are now more 
than 1,700 official mosques in 
Britain, many converted from 
former churches. In addition, 
there are an estimated 2,000 
Muslim prayer halls and unknown 
thousands of unofficial mosques in 
garages or warehouses scattered 
throughout the country.

Islam is set to displace 
Christianity in Britain even further 
in the years ahead. The number of 
Muslims in Britain is forecast to 
double to 5.5 million, or 8% of the 
total British population, by 2030, 
according to the Washington, 
DC-based Pew Research Center.

British Prime Minister David 
Cameron, in a December 2011 
speech in Oxford on the 400th 
anniversary of the King James 
Bible, said Britain is a “Christian 
country and we should not be 
afraid to say so.”

But the official Citizenship 
Survey published on December 21 
found that the number of people 
who call themselves Christians in 
England and Wales fell by nearly 
10% over the past five years.

Soeren Kern is Senior Fellow for 
Transatlantic Relations at the Madrid-
based Grupo de Estudios Estratégicos / 
Strategic Studies Group. Follow him on 
Facebook

By Soeren Kern

Empty pews equals bad news

Europe – more and more minarets
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British Muslim Zionist Pulls No Punches

Kasim Hafeez has seen the 
truth and, in an address to 

a largely Jewish audience at the 
Asper Jewish Community Campus 
on Feb. 6, he pulled no punches.

Wahhabism, the Saudi Arabian 
version of Islam, is little different 
than Nazism, Hafeez said.

Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas should be 
facing war crimes charges at the 
International Criminal Court at 
The Hague, he said.

Anti-Zionism is code for 
antisemitism, he said.

The Islamic concern for 
Jerusalem is purely political, he 
said. Until the creation of Israel, 
Jerusalem was unimportant to 
most Muslims.

And often, he noted, those who 
claim to be pro-Palestinian are just 
anti-Israel.

Hafeez, 29, a British-born 
Muslim of Pakistani origin, knows 
of what he speaks.

Until just a few years ago, 
he was part of that Jew-hating 
Muslim world. He was even ready 
to go to Pakistan to train as a 
terrorist.

His worldview began to change 
after stumbling across a copy of 
Alan Dershowitz’s book, A Case 
for Israel. “I figured it was just 

Zionist propaganda,” he said of the 
book. “I thought I would read it 
and be able to refute it all.”

Instead, Hafeez found 
that Dershowitz’s arguments 
challenged all of the myths about 
Israel and the Jews that he grew 
up with. And, he said, he couldn’t 
find any Muslim sources who 
could refute Dershowitz’s points.

He decided pursue this new line 
of research and read books by Sir 
Martin Gilbert and other pro-Israel 
authors. Then he decided he had to 
go to Israel to see this “apartheid, 
fascist” and “racist” country for 
himself.

Not surprisingly – considering 
where he was coming from 
ideologically – he was 
immediately detained after 

landing at Ben-Gurion Airport. 
“Although I was held back for 
eight hours, I was treated with 
respect,” he recalled. “The guard 
kept apologizing and offering me 
coffee and pastries. I understood 
that he was just doing his job.”

After leaving the airport, he 
found that people were friendly 
and helpful. He contrasted his 
reception in Israel with the 
religious pilgrimage that he and 
some members of his family had 
made to Mecca some years earlier.

“I had never faced such racism 
before,” he said of his Saudi 
experience. “Because of our 
skin colour, we were purposely 
ignored. At checkpoints, our group 
was held up in the heat longer 
than others. My aunt was pushed 

away from an ATV machine by 
a Saudi woman who told her that 
Pakistanis can wait. And, if we 
had had Pakistani passports, our 
treatment would have been worse.”

In Israel, Hafeez’s epiphany 
came when he stood before 
the Western Wall. “I watched 
Christians, Muslims and Jews 
peacefully and freely going to 
their places of worship and I 
burst into tears. I finally realized 
what Israel is all about – the only 
Jewish state in the world. It is 
about the survival of the Jewish 
People, their religion, culture and 
heritage.

“I fell in love with the place.”

It’s far from easy being a Zionist 
Muslim in England. Hafeez 
said he’s been marginalized by 
his community, and most of his 
family won’t talk to him any 
more (his sister, an aunt and his 
mother being the exceptions – 
although, he added, his mother is 
embarrassed by him).

Nonetheless, he feels compelled 
to speak the truth and cut through 
the lies. That truth is that of the 
two narratives concerning Israel/
Palestine, one is the truth and the 
other is a pack of lies, he said.

 “It was the Arabs, not the Jews 
who rejected partition in 1948,” 
he said. “It was the Arabs who 

attacked the new Jewish state. 
While I have sympathy for the 
Palestinian people, you can’t 
take their expressions of peace 
seriously when they are constantly 
showing maps of the land of Israel 
as greater Palestine.”

 He urged his audience to get the 
facts about Israel out, especially 
on university campuses, to be 
proactive rather than reactive. 
“Hold regular events that promote 
Israel in the best possible way,” 
he said. “And show people that 
Israel is much more than just the 
conflict. Show all the ways that 
Israel is helping humanity. Be 
proud of Israel, not apologetic.”

Source: The Canadian Jewish News

By Kasim Hafeez

Kasim in Israel - © unknown

Growing up with lies...

A Time for War 
By Rev. Dr. John Tweedie

The world would be a far better place without wars but 
sadly, as the writer of Ecclesiastes knew from bitter 

experience, sometimes fighting wars in self-defense is the 
only way a nation can survive the determined threats of its 
enemies.  

I’m writing this immediately following Christians for 
Israel Canada’s latest ‘Experience Israel’ tour. I’m happy 
to say that 38 Canadians, several in their teens, returned 
safe and sound from a whirlwind tour that included, 
among other things, traveling in tandem with another bus 
full of Ugandans. We laughed together, learned together, 
stood on the Syrian border together, yet were virtually 
oblivious to the fact that as we were experiencing the 
sights and sounds of the Holy Land, rockets were raining 
down on the communities of Southern Israel. This 
relentless bombardment, which began on the day of our 
departure, March 9, continued day after day as it disrupted 
the daily routine of more than one million Israelis and 
prevented 200,000 children from attending classes. It 
subsided somewhat only after Prime Minister Netanyahu 
set a Saturday, March 17 deadline and warned of severe 
consequences should the onslaught continue beyond that 
date. 

Heavy is the head that wears the crown, or so the saying 
goes, whether it be the head of Israel’s current prime 
minister or of her biblical kings. The Book of Ecclesiastes 
begins with: “The words of the teacher, son of David, king 
in Jerusalem” (Ecclesiastes 1:1).  Some three thousand 
years have passed since Solomon penned this introduction 
to what seems like a bleak assessment of life in the First 
Temple Period (circa 950 B.C.), but these same truths apply 
today in the 21st century A.D. While most right-thinking 
people prefer peace, circumstances beyond our control 
can lead to war. The pursuit of peace, and the appeasement 
efforts it spawned, didn’t prevent Adolf Hitler from setting 
Europe, Africa and Asia on fire in a conflict that claimed 
millions upon millions of innocent lives. Someone said this 

was to be the war to end all wars. It wasn’t!

Israel has fought many wars since her rebirth in 1948 and 
she is still under attack, not just in the land called Israel, 
but everywhere Jews live.  The recent cold-blooded killing 
of a Rabbi and three children outside a Jewish school in 
Toulouse, France has underscored the fact that Jewish 
people are not safe anywhere on earth.  While isolated 
incidents like this latest Jewish tragedy in Toulouse, 
or the rocket bombardment from Gaza are worrisome 
enough, they pale in comparison to the dark clouds of a 
potential nuclear night as Iran continues to threaten Israel’s 
existence.  Armed with an apocalyptic mindset and sinister 
agenda, Iran’s current leaders should not be underestimated. 
They are masters of the game of bluff and brinkmanship, so 
much so that they are closer than ever to acquiring weapons 
of mass destruction and the missiles to deliver them. 

But if they have successfully pulled the wool over the 
eyes of Western leaders, they have failed to do so where 
Israel’s Netanyahu is concerned. While our tour was 
enjoying the land of the Bible, the man who holds Israel’s 
present and future well-being in his hands, on Mon. March 
12 spoke to a hushed Knesset (parliament) in sobering 
terms as rockets continued to fall on Israel:

 “Understand: the dominant factor that motivates these 
events in Gaza is not the Palestinian issue. The dominant 
factor that motivates these events in Gaza is Iran.

Gaza equals Iran. Where do the missiles come from? 
From Iran. Where does the money come from? From Iran. 
Who trains the terrorists? Iran.

Who builds the infrastructure? Iran.

I have said this many times: who gives the orders? Iran.

Gaza is a forward operating base for Iran. I heard some 
people say that a third-or fourth-rate terrorist organization 
is acting against a million citizens in the State of Israel. 
That is not true. Iran is operating against us. I hope 
that if not all, at least most members here and the public 

understand that the 
terrorist organizations in 
Gaza – Hamas and Jihad, 
as well as Hezbollah in 
Lebanon – are taking 
shelter under an Iranian 
umbrella.

Now imagine what will 
happen if that umbrella 
becomes nuclear. Imagine 
that behind these terrorist 
organizations stands a country that calls for our destruction 
and it is armed with nuclear weapons. Are you ready for 
this? I am not ready for this! And any responsible leader 
understands that we cannot let this happen – because of 
nuclear terror and the nuclear threat, but also because of 
the strengthening of conventional terror and the firing of 
missiles at us.

A Prime Minister of Israel cannot entrust the ability to act 
against this threat to others.”

Was Netanyahu preparing Israel’s leaders for the 
inevitability of yet another war, one in which Israel would 
take the initiative as she did in June, 1967? Time will tell…

But if a ‘time of war’ is coming, then this most certainly 
is a time for prayer:

 May “He who watches over Israel; He who neither 
slumbers nor sleeps” (Psalm 121:4) deliver Israel – and 
all of us who prefer to live in peace with our neighbours – 
from those whose agenda is only murder and mayhem.

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing Editor of Israel 
and Christians Today.
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Netanyahu: PA Chose Terror Over Peace

Abbas: Reconciliation With Hamas Doesn’t Con�ict 
With Peace

PM slams unity deal at 
Knesset; Peres calls for 

renewed talks on two-state 
solution.

The Palestinian Authority has 
embraced terrorist organizations 
instead of peace,  Prime 
Minister  Binyamin Netanyahu 
said on Wednesday.

Speaking at a special plenum 
meeting in honor of the Knesset’s 
63rd birthday, Netanyahu said 
that the PA avoids acting to 
stop extremists, allowing them 
to incite against Israel in their 
government-run media and 
institutions.

“We said [the PA] needs to 
choose between the path of 
Hamas and the path of peace,” he 
said. “The Palestinians embraced 
terrorist organizations that call for 
Israel’s destruction.”

Although Israel also has 
extremists, the government has 
responded quickly in trying 
to stop their agenda, such as 
discrimination against women, 
Netanyahu added.

President Shimon Peres also 
spoke in the plenum, saying 
that “painful decisions” must 
be made, and that a new future 
must be outlined with a Jewish 
state with safe borders next to 

an independent, demilitarized 
Palestinian state.

Otherwise, he said, Israel will 
become a “borderless state of two 
peoples, which means an ongoing 
fight between two peoples.”

Peres called for the renewal of 
peace talks, but added that the PA 
must choose between the path of 
“Hamas that aspires to terror” and 
the path of “Fatah that is ready for 
negotiations.”

Netanyahu also discussed 
the importance of the Knesset 
in his speech, calling Israel a 
strong  democracy  that should 
serve as an example to its 

neighbors. He mentioned checks 
and balances in the government 
system and calling the judiciary 
“one of the best in the world, and 
that is how it will stay.”

According to the  prime 
minister, Israeli  democracy  is 
even stronger than that of the 
US and Great Britain, which he 
said limited individual freedoms 
during wartime. Israel, however, is 
constantly under threat and never 
implemented such measures, he 
said.

“Some mistakenly see elections 
as the face of  democracy, but a 
true  democracy  is measured in 
the time between elections, by its 
freedoms of the individual and the 
balance between the branches of 
government,” Netanyahu stated. 
“This should not be taken for 
granted.”

Referring to recent controversies 
regarding MKs’ behavior, 
the  prime minister  said that the 
public “does not sufficiently 
appreciate the work of the 
Knesset” because its members 
do not always speak respectfully 
to each other or use appropriate 
language.

He called on MKs to remember, 
first and foremost, that they 
represent and are responsible for 
the entire nation, not only the 
group  that votes for a specific 
party.

“The population of Israel is 
made up of different publics – 
secular, religious, haredi [ultra-

Orthodox], new immigrants and 
old, Muslim, Druse, Circassian, 
Bedouin,” Netanyahu said. “I ask 
all MKs to represent the public 
before representing a public.”

Knesset Speaker Reuven Rivlin 
and opposition leader Tzipi Livni 
(Kadima) focused on the lack of a 
constitution.

“After 63 years, it seems to me 
that we can say the Knesset failed 
in its role to write a constitution,” 
Rivlin said. “We work very hard 
as legislators, but we have been 
stuck in our constitutional efforts 
for  20 years, since Basic Law: 
Human Dignity and Liberty 
and Basic Law: Freedom of 
Occupation were passed.”

In recent months the Knesset 
has voted on laws dealing with 
the “raw nerves” of Israeli 
society, making it essential for the 
legislature to remember  its role in 
drafting a constitution, Rivlin said.

Livni said that a constitution 
was meant to “pave a path” for 
Israel when it was established, so 
that it would not lose its way.

We cannot celebrate the 
Knesset’s birthday without asking 
why there is not a constitution 
ensuring that all citizens are equal, 
she stated.

The Kadima leader also said that 
a constitution is important because 
it would legislate an equal status 
for Judaism and democracy  in the 
characteristics of the state.

Source: For Zion’s Sake Ministries 

PA Chairman meets with U.S. envoy 
David Hale, claims the reconciliation 

with Hamas does not contradict the peace 
process.

Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Mahmoud Abbas told the U.S. special 
envoy to the  Middle East, David Hale, 
that the reconciliation between his 
Fatah movement and Hamas does not 
contradict with the peace process, the 
PA-based WAFA news agency reported.

Abbas made the remarks during a 
meeting with Hale in Ramallah on 
Wednesday,  adding  that peace is his 
strategic choice and reconciliation is a 
national need.

The report added that Abbas said the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) is 
committed to all its obligations that came 
in the signed agreements, the road map and 
relevant international resolutions.

Under the 1993 Oslo Accords, the PLO 
was allowed to establish the PA as the 
administrative  organ  for its enclaves in 
Judea, Samaria, and Gaza after Yasser 
Arafat and then-Israeli Prime Minister 
Yitzchak Rabin exchanged “mutual letters 
of recognition.”

Repeating previous preconditions, Abbas 

called on the Israeli government to accept 
the two-state solution, halt construction of 
Jewish communities in Judea and Samaria 
and release prisoners, particularly those 
arrested before 1993.

He said that these are not conditions for 
negotiations but rather Israeli obligations 
which, if implemented, will pave the way 
for resumption of final status negotiations.

Earlier this week, Abbas and the head 
of Hamas’ political bureau, Khaled 
Mashaal,  met in Qatar and signed an 
agreement  according to which Abbas will 
head the interim government, which will be 
made up of “independent technocrats.”

On Tuesday, a member of 
the central committee of Fatah said the new 
PA interim government will be presented on 
February 18 in Cairo.

Earlier on Wednesday, Fatah official 
Nabil Shaath said the new interim PA 
government“need not recognize Israel.”

“It is the PLO, not the PA, that recognizes 
Israel,” Shaath insisted in an interview with 
the Hamas-affiliated Arabic-language  Al 
Quds, in an attempt to justify  forming  a 
unity government with Hamas, which 
continues to call for Israel’s destruction.

Shaath’s statements run counter to 

clear  conditions  set by the Quartet 
for  Middle-East Peace – the European 
Union, Russia, United Nations, and United 
States – for Hamas to be included in a PA 
government.

Quartet officials have said Hamas must 
recognize Israel’s right to exist, formally 
abandon terrorism and violence, and 
uphold agreements signed by previous 

PA governments with Israel and any other 
entity.

Hamas refuses to recognize Israel, 
continues to call for Israel’s destruction 
while pursuing terrorism as its principle 
means of “resistance” against the Jewish 
state.

Source: For Zion’s Sake Ministries
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Provoking God’s Judgement
For all the sins of Baasha, and 
the sins of Elah his son, by which 
they sinned, and by which they 
made Israel to sin, in provoking 
the LORD God of Israel to anger 
with their vanities. - 1 Kings 
16:13, KJV

The world is continuing its 
rapid acceleration toward the 

Apocalypse due to lawlessness 
and debauchery and what is taking 
place in Israel and the Middle 
East. 

In the United States, we have 
a political party responsible for 
putting people in homes that they 
couldn’t afford for votes, which 
collapsed the U.S. housing market 
and wiped out $7 trillion in home 
equity and sent shock waves 
through the economy.

The same political party 
approved abortion -- which led 
to the slaughter of 55 million 
children in their mothers’ wombs.

President Barack Obama, 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 
and their political party fully 
endorsed and implemented 
the “lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
transgender” LGBT agenda. (Woe 
unto them that call evil good, and 
good evil; that put darkness for 
light, and light for darkness; that 
put bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter! - Isaiah 5:20)

Furthermore, instead of 
approving domestic energy 
production, pipeline and refinery 
construction and tapping 
America’s vast energy resources, 
they have made the country more 
reliant on foreign sources of oil 
while taking hundreds of billions 
of dollars out of Americans’ 
pockets and sending the money to 
rogue nations.

Assisting their political party is 
a liberal church focused on social 
justice -- which is a treatment of 
the symptoms rather than the root 
cause, which is sin.

Unrepentant sinners from these 
liberal congregations serve openly 
-- even in the pastorate. (Know ye 
not that the unrighteous shall not 
inherit the kingdom of God? Be 
not deceived: neither fornicators, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, 
nor effeminate, nor abusers of 
themselves with mankind. - 1 
Corinthians 6:9)

Yale professor H. Richard 
Niebuhr, in his book The Kingdom 
of God in America (1937), wrote 
that Protestant liberalism’s 
message and social gospel has led 
to a “God without wrath [who] 
brought men without sin, into a 
world without judgment, through 
the ministrations of a Christ 
without a cross.”

Their leaders -- through the 
World Council of Churches, the 
National Council of Churches 

and the Vatican -- have joined the 
world community to call on Israel 
to give up the West Bank (Judea 
and Samaria) and East Jerusalem 
to Arabs who are committed to the 
destruction of the land of Israel. 
(I will also gather all nations, 
and will bring them down into 
the valley of Jehoshaphat, and 
will plead with them there for my 
people and for my heritage Israel, 
whom they have scattered among 
the nations, and parted my land. - 
Joel 3:2)

Interfaith meetings between 
Catholic and Protestant leaders, 
with Jews and Muslims who call 
for world peace, at the expense 
of the Gospel, and act as if there 
are many paths to God, and state 
publicly that Allah is the same 
God of the Jews and Christians. 
(But every spirit that does not 
acknowledge Jesus is not from 
God. This is the spirit of the 
antichrist, which you have heard is 
coming and even now is already in 
the world. - 1 John 4:3)

Major U.S. banks funded the 
corporate takeover boom that 
few people profited from while 
driving jobs overseas, raising 
significantly the costs of product 
on the shelves, driving down 
wages (which did not keep up 

with inflation), took a $770 billion 
American Taxpayer bailout, 
which was followed by exorbitant 
interest rates on their customers 
while their cost of funds were 
at record lows and then paid 
billions of dollar in bonuses to 
their employees the following 
years. (Yea, they are greedy dogs, 
which can never have enough, and 
they are shepherds that cannot 
understand: they all look to their 
own way, every one for his gain, 
from his quarter. - Isaiah 56:11)

Family photo ops for the 
Obamas and photos of the first 
family’s occasional trips to church 
(usually right after the President’s 
faith is questioned) are designed 
to win the public’s heart and 
support, but behind the scenes 
they are doing their scheming and 
planning.

The secular press from four of 

the five major U.S. TV networks 
and most major U.S. newspapers 
participates in the deception and 
refuses to hold the President 
accountable. (For His eyes are 
upon the ways of man, and he sees 
all his steps. - Job 34:21)

Half-truths mixed with lies 
have become a political art form 
in Washington and many other 
statehouses nationwide. (He that 
worketh deceit shall not dwell 
within my house: he that telleth 
lies shall not tarry in my sight. - 
Psalm 101:7) 

Lawlessness and debauchery 
are running rampant in our streets, 
while Obama honors the sexually 
immoral at the White House every 
June at LGBT events and uses the 
Occupy Wall Street protests so he 
can further his socialist agenda, 
while spreading class division 

in the country. (A false witness 
that speaketh lies, and he that 
soweth discord among brethren. - 
Proverbs 6:19) 

America’s brightest and most 
talented people from Harvard, 
Yale, Princeton, Columbia and 
other Ivy League universities 
who run Washington think tanks 
and influence policy at the White 
House, the State Department 
and on Capitol Hill have helped 
produce the Arab Spring, which 
is an Islamists takeover of the 
Middle East, and spiral the region 
towards the Apocalypse. 

After 50 years of involvement 
in the region, most of them still 
don’t understand Muslims and the 
Koran’s enormous influence. They 
speak as though they are just like 
any other people if given the right 
economic opportunities. (For the 
wisdom of this world is foolishness 
with God. For it is written, He 
taketh the wise in their own 
craftiness. - 1 Corinthians 3:19) 

Islam’s apologist in chief, 
Barack Obama, said this in his 
“New Beginning speech from 
Cairo, Egypt, on June 4, 2009:

“But I am convinced that in 
order to move forward, we must 
say openly to each other the things 
we hold in our hearts and that too 
often are said only behind closed 
doors. There must be a sustained 
effort to listen to each other; to 
learn from each other; to respect 
one another; and to seek common 
ground. As the Holy Koran tells 

us, ‘Be conscious of God and 
speak always the truth.’

“As a student of history, I 
also know civilization’s debt to 
Islam. It was Islam -- at places 
like Al-Azhar -- that carried 
the light of learning through so 
many centuries, paving the way 
for Europe’s Renaissance and 
Enlightenment.

“I also know that Islam has 
always been a part of America’s 
story. The first nation to recognize 
my country was Morocco. In 
signing the Treaty of Tripoli in 
1796, our second President, John 
Adams, wrote, ‘The United States 
has in itself no character of enmity 
against the laws, religion or 
tranquility of Muslims.’

 “And since our founding, 
American Muslims have enriched 
the United States. They have 
fought in our wars, they have 
served in our government, they 
have stood for civil rights, they 
have started businesses, they have 
taught at our universities, they’ve 
excelled in our sports arenas, 
they’ve won Nobel Prizes, built 
our tallest building, and lit the 
Olympic Torch.

“And when the first Muslim 
American was recently elected 
to Congress, he took the oath to 
defend our Constitution using 
the same Holy Koran that one of 
our Founding Fathers – Thomas 
Jefferson – kept in his personal 
library.”

However, the truth that hundreds 
of millions of Muslims didn’t 
hear is that Thomas Jefferson 
fought wars with Muslim pirates 
who lived by the Koran. That is 
why he kept a copy of it – it was 
a war trophy. The wars he fought 
were called the Barbary Wars 
(1801-1805). Obama neglected to 
explain this in his speech.

No other world figures have 
had more to do with the rapid 
acceleration of apocalyptic events 
than American President Barack 
Obama and Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton. Our nation and 
world may never recover from 
their time in office.

The provoking of God to 
judgment continues! 

Source: watch.org

By William Koenig

Founding Father Thomas Jefferson, Mount Rushmore, South Dakota.
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IDF   Intelligence head 
Aviv Kochavi 

gave a chilling presentation 
Thursday morning at the Herzliya 
Conference on Israeli policy, 
telling listeners that Israel’s 
enemies had 200,000 rockets and 
missiles pointed at the country, 
and could reach all parts of Israel 
– even the ostensibly safe “center” 
of Tel Aviv and its suburbs.

  Most of the missiles have a 
range of about 40 kilometers – 
the range of Qassam and most 
Katyusha rockets – but thousands 
of missiles have ranges of 
hundreds of kilometers, making 
every location in Israel within 
their reach. Not only that – but 
the missiles are more lethal now 
than ever before. “The warheads 
on these missiles contain hundreds 
of kilograms of explosives, not 
dozens, as in the past. And their 
firing precision and ability to hit 
specific targets is also greater,” 
Kochavi said. The rockets are 
largely located in Lebanon and 
Syria, with a smaller amount 
in Gaza – and in Iran, as well, 
which has thousands of missiles 
that could reach Israel. “Every 
tenth house in Lebanon is now a 
weapons depot,” Kochavi said.

  Besides conventional weapons, 
Israel is also facing a nuclear 
threat. According to Kochavi, 
Israel has lost the battle to 
prevent Iran from developing 

nuclear weapons; Tehran already 
has enough uranium for four 
atomic bombs, with over 100 
kilos enriched to a level of 20% 
– more than enough for the one 

bomb Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has said he would 
need to “rid the world of the 
Zionist entity.”

  Whether or not Iran actually 
builds these bombs is not a 
question of technical capability, 
Kochavi said, but a question 
of political will. The ability to 
build the bombs is there, and 
whether or not they will actually 
be assembled is a decision that 
top Iranian officials, especially 
Supreme Leader Ali Khameini, 
has yet to make. “From the 
moment the order is given, it will 
take about a year to assemble 
the bombs,” Kochavi said. 
“Developing them into warheads 
will take a little longer.”

  He added that the sanctions 
against Iran have not yet 
persuaded Tehran to change 
its nuclear development policy 
one way or the other, but that 
could change if the government 
feels it is losing control. Still, 
sanctions are preferable to the 
other alternatives, at least at this 
time, he said. “Only concerted 
international effort can persuade 
Tehran to halt their pursuit of the 
project,” he added.

  Despite the fact that so far it 
appears that Islamists have been 
the big winners of the “Arab 
Spring,” it is not they that led the 
revolutions in Arab world, but 
the desperation of youths and 
young adults who face a future of 
unemployment and hopelessness. 
If the new regimes do not work 
quickly to raise hope for the 
masses, he said, the current unrest 
could continue for many years.

  However, one aspect of the 
weakening of traditional Arab 
dictatorships in the region has 
negatively affected Israel; with 
less authority has come more 
porous borders, and Iran has 
been taking advantage of this 
fact to move more weapons into 
neighboring Arab countries. As 
a result, more terror attacks with 
Iran’s backing can be expected. 
Kochavi said that the attack last 
August on the southern Negev was 
orchestrated by Iran, and thanks 
to the large amount of weapons in 
the region – with the Middle East 
now “the world’s largest weapons 
warehouse” – similar attacks in 
the future are all but inevitable. 

Source:www.israelunitycoalition.org/news/

Iran’s supreme leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei on Monday 

released a new doctrine explaining 
why it would be ‘legally and 
morally justified’ to commit 
genocide and wipe Israel off the 
map.

  “Israel is a cancerous tumor 
in the Middle East,” Khameini 
wrote for the ultraconservative 
Farsi-language Alef news site. 
“Israel is a satanic media outlet 
with bombers. Every Muslim is 
required to arm themselves against 
Israel.”

  “I have already noted the 
usurper state of Israel poses a 
grave threat to Islam and Muslim 
countries. Islam and Muslim states 
must not lose this opportunity 
to remove the corruption from 
out midst. All of our problems 
are because of Israel - Israel of 
America.”

“The first step should be the 
absolute destruction of Israel. To 
this end, Iran could make use of 
long-range missiles. The distance 
between us is only 2,600 KM. It 
can be done in minutes.”

 The crux of the piece says Iran 
would be justified in launching a 
pre-emptive strike against Israel 
because of the threat the Jewish 
state’s leaders are posing against 
its own nuclear facilities.

  However, during a lengthy 
discussion of the ‘jurisprudence 
of Jihad,’ Khameini makes it 
clear that an Israeli strike ‘isn’t 
required’ and would ultimately 
serve as a pretext for genocide.

  Instead, he says ‘defensive 
Jihad’ justifies annihilating 
Israel and targeting its civilian 
population because Israel has 
“spilled Muslim blood” and 
“oppresses” its Muslim neighbors.

  “With regard to the fake state 
of Israel in Palestine, which is 
included in the first Qibla of 
Muslims, we must defend the 
sacred blood of Muslims in 

Islamic Palestine using any means 
necessary,” Khameini explained.

  “If the enemy should invade 
Muslim lands and spill Muslim 
blood, it is obligatory upon the 
Muslim masses to use every 
means possible to defend the lives 
and property of their brothers. 
It does not require a judge’s 

permission.

  “But regardless of the Israeli 
aggression against Palestine 
and the Muslims, it is clear the 
heads of this fake regime seek 
to dominate other Islamic lands 
on its borders and to develop 
hegemony over the region,” he 
said.

 Khameini makes it clear he sees 
no place in the Middle East for 
the Jews. “Political subdivisions 
of states and political boundaries 
between units are not relevant and 
what is important is to divide the 
nations and territories based on 
beliefs and religions groups, blood 
and blood. Muslim blood must be 
separate from Infidel blood.”

  The document then cites 
statistics saying 5.7 million 
of Israel’s 7.5 million citizens 
are Jewish - as a justification 
for attack. It then proceeds to 
break down Israel by region and 
demographic concentrations in 
order that the most Jews possible 
would be killed.

  It specifically states that Tel 
Aviv, Jerusalem and Haifa ,contain 
more than 60 per cent of the 
Jewish population, which could be 
hit by Shahab 3 ballistic missiles 
to “easily kill everyone.”

 The publication of the doctrine 
comes after Khamenei announced 
on Friday that Iran would support 
any nation or group that attacks 
the ‘cancerous tumor’ of Israel. 

Source: virtualjerusalem.com/news. 

Missiles - the new face of war.

What will the future hold for these young ones, learning to operate a gas mask?

IDF Intel Chief: 200,000 Missiles Aimed at Israel

Khameini: Genocide a Moral Obligation

By David Lev

“With regard to 
the fake state of 

Israel in Palestine, 
which is included 
in the first Qibla 
of Muslims, we 
must defend the 

sacred blood 
of Muslims in 

Islamic Palestine 
using any means”
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Fatah has chosen to use its official 
Facebook page to glorify terrorists.

Fatah’s page currently displays a poster 
with the pictures of 8 terrorists who carried 
out a terror attack on the Savoy Hotel in Tel 
Aviv in 1975, that was posted by the Fatah 
administrator.

8 Israeli civilians and 3 soldiers were 
killed in the attack.

Text on the poster reads: “The Tel Aviv 
operation, March 6, 1975, The Palestinian 
passage to the homeland”

The text under each terrorist’s picture 
reads: “The heroic Shahid (Martyr)” 

followed by the terrorists’ name 

The opening of Fatah’s official 
Facebook page was reported 
in the official PA daily: 
Fatah launches its official 
Facebook page... 

Note that the poster on 
Fatah’s Facebook page 
also includes the visual 
representation of a map 
of “Palestine” which in 
addition to PA areas includes 
all of Israel.

Source: Palestinian Media Watch.

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie of Canada and Evangelist Drake Kanaabo of Uganda with Pastor Naim Khoury.  On Sun. March 18, in Jerusalem, some 90 Canadians and 

Ugandans joined in prayer for Pastor Khoury.

Of�cial Fatah Facebook Page 
Glori�es Terrorists
By Itamar Marcus and Nan Jacques Zilberdik No one can claim they weren’t warned. No 

one can say that genocidal threats against 
Jews are deranged rants not to be taken 
seriously. History proves otherwise. This 
time there are no excuses.

We all hope and pray that sanctions will 
work, but there isn’t much time left. If and 
when the crunch comes, God forbid, will 
the Jewish people once again stand alone? 
World leaders must ask themselves this: 
Would you wager the life of your children 
on the mercy and reasonableness of the 
Iranian government? And the question may 
not be hypothetical either. Hitler came 
after the Jews first, and then he attacked 
the world. The Jews are Iran’s first target, 
certainly not its last.

There is one major difference this time 
around, and that is God’s blessing of Jewish 
sovereignty in Israel, with its accompanying 
political and military power. In Nazi Europe 
our faith was tested by our helplessness and 
vulnerability. Now, our faith is being tested 
by our power. Arrogance is our temptation. 
Do we see the remarkable achievements of 
the State of Israel – technological, military, 
economic, agricultural and scientific – as 
blessings from God? We are warned about 
this in the Torah, which says (Deuteronomy 
8:11-18) “Lest you eat and be satisfied and 
build good houses... and amass much gold 
and silver... and you become arrogant and 
forget the Lord your God who took you out 
of the land of Egypt... and you say in your 
heart ‘my power and the might of my hand 
has made for me all these achievements.’

“And you shall remember the Lord your 
God, for He is the one who gives you the 
power to achieve, in order to establish His 
covenant that He has sworn to your fathers 
on this day.

Humility is to recognize with gratitude 
and loyalty that everything we have comes 
from God. At a time like this we need to 
renew our faith in and commitment to God 
and His Torah, and to realize with humility 
that power and success are Divine blessings 
which cannot be separated from their 
Source.

It is eerie that this nightmare has 
returned to the world. It is unprecedented 
and incomprehensible that one nation 
should face the threat of genocide twice 
within living memory. These events – and 
indeed all of Jewish destiny – cannot be 
understood in terms of the normal laws of 
history. It is perhaps the very surreal nature 
of these events which calls on us to see 
God’s hand in our history and that, together 
with the appropriate political and military 
preparations, we need to realize that our 
strength and direction come from God and 
His moral vision for us as given in His 
Torah.

And so while this is a time of repentance 
for the nations of the world for their sins of 
indifference, it is also a time for us, as Jews, 
to engage in introspection.

(Source: www.aish.com)

Continued from page 3

Iran’s Genocidal 
Threat

Baptist Church in Bethlehem Declared
Illegitimate By Palestinian Authority 
by Dexter Van Zile/The Alegemeiner

A week after Prime Minister Salam 
Fayyad told an audience of evangelical 

Protestants from across the world that 
his government respected the rights of its 
Christian minorities, officials from the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) have informed 
Bethlehem pastor Rev. Naim Khoury that his 
church lacked the authority to function as a 
religious institution under the PA.

The church can still gather to pray, for now, 
but the PA’s decision conveyed on Saturday 
will have a real impact on the members of 
First Baptist, which endured numerous bomb 
attacks during the First Intifada.

“They said that our legitimacy as a church 
from a governmental point of view is not 
approved,” said Khoury’s son, Steven, who 
serves as an assistant pastor at First Baptist. 
“They said they will not recognize any legal 
paper work from our church. That includes 
birth certificates, wedding certificates and 
death certificates. Children are not even 
considered to be legitimate if they don’t have 
recognized paperwork.”

The irony, Steven said, is that the PA’s 
announcement comes right after the Christ at 
the Checkpoint Conference. This conference, 
which took place from March 5 through 
March 9, was a gathering of approximately 
600 evangelical Protestants from across the 
globe (mostly from the United States) to 
discuss the theology of Christian Zionism, 
which some evangelicals believe increases 
the prospect of violence in the Middle East 
and gives support to Israeli policies that they 
do not like.

During the opening night of the 
conference, Palestinian Prime Minister 

Fayyad told the assembly that his 
government respected the rights of 
Christians. Palestinians celebrate religious 
holidays together, PA officials attend 
Christmas celebrations and even attend 
midnight mass for Christmas, Fayyad said.

“This is what it means to be a Palestinian,” 
Fayyad said, adding that the PA feels a deep 
sense of responsibility for the holy places 
and will allow unfettered access to places of 
spiritual significance in areas under its control.

Nevertheless, there is a sense among 
Christians in Bethlehem that anti-Christian 
animus has gotten worse in the city over 
the past few years, Khoury said. “People 
are always telling them, ‘Convert to Islam. 
Convert to Islam. It’s the true and right 
religion.’”

This is the second time the church has 
been told it is operating without PA sanction, 
Khoury said. Other churches in Bethlehem 
are left alone, said Khoury, who suggested 
that the church’s love for both the Jewish and 
Arab people and its belief that both can live 
in the land in peace may have played a role in 
the PA’s decision. Prior to the PA, the church, 
which was founded in 1980, never had a 
problem with its paperwork, Khoury said.

“We believe it’s people who don’t like 
what we’re doing and the message we offer,” 
he said.

The church’s message of reconciliation 
flies in the face of the propaganda that 
permeates Palestinian society. Muslim clerics 
routinely offer up anti-Semitic rants on PA 
television and so-called peace activists have 
turned the concrete sections of the security 
barrier in Bethlehem into a canvas for 

their propaganda, which in some instances 
proffers a troubling fatalism to its viewers.

For example, one section of the security 
barrier near the Alrowad refugee camp in 
Bethlehem depicts two Palestinian youths 
throwing rocks and another being arrested 
by Israeli soldiers. Alongside the image, the 
artist has written in French and English the 
phrase, “We can’t live, So we wait for death.”

Khoury said the Palestinian Authority 
needs to treat all sects with equality and 
respect their rights. “The First Baptist 
Church in Bethlehem has demonstrated its 
value to the community over the years and 
proven itself to be a law-abiding church,” 
Khoury said.

Khoury said he will speak to members 
of Congress in the United States to draw 
attention to what is happening to First 
Baptist in Bethlehem.

“We did let them know that we’re not going 
to go quietly on this,” Khoury said. “We want 
our church to be fully recognized equally 
with all the other recognized denominations. 
Our church deserves the right to be equally 
recognized amongst all the other recognized 
denominations in the PA.”

Joann Magnuson, a long-time observer 
of Christian communities in the West Bank, 
said she has known the Khourys for at least 
15 years.

“I know them to be serious Christians, 
busy caring for their flock and preaching the 
gospel of love and forgiveness,” she said. 
“It’s seems more than coincidence that the 
Christ at the Checkpoint conference ended 
and now the Khourys are being targeted.”
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Trouble ‘in the nick of time’
 

Our final trip last year, on Tuesday, 
December 27th, was not without a spot 

of bother. One day prior our departure, we 
visited some aliyah families in Chmilnitsky. 
Polina, who is 64 years old, was mongst 
the twelve new immigrants. She shared 
a tiny flat with her daughter Galina and 
granddaughter Eva on the fifth floor of a 
building without a lift.

 ‘Friends’ 

Polina assumed we were Jewish because 
the Jewish Agency introduced us as ‘friends’. 
She was surprised when we told her who we 
were, and wanted to know why non-Jews 
were assisting the Jews in returning home. 
An engaging discussion followed and she 
asked: “Are the African Jews returning as 
well?” We said “absolutely”, and informed 
her of the return of the Ethiopian Jews. 
“And then... when we have all returned?” 
Then Messiah returns! Silence followed this 
statement.

Prayer

When the Shoah (Holocaust) was 
mentioned, she would not say much, except 
to refer to the deliberate ravishing of family 
members by dogs; a topic too distressing to 
discuss. Before we left her she said: “I’m 
so afraid to go”. We encouraged her and 

said that we would pray for a peaceful and 
uncomplicated journey and that she can do 
the same. “How does one pray?” was her last 
question. You do it by simply speaking to 
God. And that is what Polina did for the first 
time in her life!

Turbine

When we returned to the mini-bus, after 
our final visit, we heard a strange noise 
coming from the engine. It turned out to be a 
busted generator. There was no way in which 
we could undertake the seven hour trip, to the 

airport, with a defective vehicle, but managed 
to hire another mini-bus in the nick of time. 
We were thankful that the generator’s demise 
came ‘in the nick of time’, and not while we 
were underway! 

Polina

Polina suffers from Erysipelas. She 
had swollen feet and shins covered with 
suppurating wounds. The Jewish Agency 
arranged for a nurse to accompany, and take 
care of, Polina during the journey. A couple 
of men carried Polina on chair from her flat 

to the bus. It was uncomfortable, and she 
cried out from pain. When she was in the 
bus, after saying good-bye to her family 
and friends, she settled down somewhat. 
Then the twelve immigrants, one nurse, four 
well-wishers and Dima and I (the travel 
guides), departed in three mini-buses.

Dif� cult Journey

A doctor that was arranged by the Jewish 
Agency, awaited our arrival in Kiev. His 
first impression was that Polina was too 
weak to fly due to the journey over uneven 
roads. She was wheeled to the infirmary on 
a wheelchair while the other immigrants 
gathered to receive the necessary information 
in the departures hall. Everybody was 
relieved when the doctor declared Polina fit 
to fly one hour prior to departure. Returning 
her to Chmilnitsky would not have been a 
favourable solution. Accompanied by the 
doctor, we took her to passport control and 
handed her over to airport-personnel. 

2012  

Every Jewish family departing from the 
Northern Countries as well as all the other 
countries of the world, is a sign that God is 
faithful to His Word and His people. We will 
continue with this significant prophetic work, 
in conjunction with the Jewish Agency and 
Ebenezer, in 2012. Your prayers and gifts 
make this work possible.

Polina in her � at in Chmilnitsky. | Foto: CvI

To preview trailers or for more information visit www.c4israel.org
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