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2016 Obama’s America
By Andrew Harrod

Dinesh D’Souza’s latest undertaking in political 
commentary, the movie 2016: Obama’s America, 

has recently arrived in theaters.   In this informative and 
entertaining documentary, D’Souza explores President 
Barack Obama’s family and upbringing in order to show 
the ideological origins of Obama’s various policies.   In 
the process, D’Souza presents a disturbing narrative of a 
man fundamentally shaped by political currents opposed to 
traditionally accepted American ideals, who in turn seeks to 
alter dramatically American society and its role in the world.

Starting from the film’s beginning, D’Souza juxtaposes 
his life with Obama’s, noting thereby striking similarities 
and differences.   D’Souza explains that both he and 
Obama were born in 1961 and graduated from Ivy League 
universities in 1983.   Both 
D’Souza and Obama also have 
significant non-American, 
developing world elements in their 
backgrounds.  D’Souza grew up in 
Mumbai, India, before achieving 
his boyhood dream of attending 
college in the United States at 
Dartmouth University.   Obama, 
meanwhile, spent a significant 
amount of his youth in Indonesia, 
the country of his stepfather Lolo 
Sotero, after Obama’s birth in 
Hawaii (something attested by two 
local newspapers, D’Souza coyly 
notes, given “birther” conspiracy 
theories) during the brief marriage 
of Stanley Ann Dunham from 
Kansas and Barack Hussein 
Obama, Sr., from Kenya.

Yet D’Souza and Obama have 
developed radically different 
relations to the United States 
and its collection of ideals 
encompassed within the proverbial 
American Dream and Way of Life.  
D’Souza recounts, for example, 
how he swiftly disabused a fellow 
Dartmouth student at an international student society 
gathering of any superficial, “multicultural” fascination with 
D’Souza’s ancestral India.  Noting the student’s excitement 
upon discovering D’Souza’s Indian background during 
introductory conversation, D’Souza quickly challenged this 
American to state just what was so alluring about D’Souza’s 
poverty-stricken, caste-ridden, and often socially oppressive 
homeland.

At Dartmouth, D’Souza became a member of the 
well-known, but not necessarily well-regarded, Dartmouth 
Review, an unabashedly conservative student publication 
not afraid, as D’Souza recounts, to be called “sophomoric” 
in light of its sophomore staff members.   After Dartmouth, 
D’Souza went to work in the Reagan administration, 
even though he was not yet an American citizen, but 
was nonetheless a convinced “Reaganaut.” D’Souza’s 
fundamentally Reaganite attitudes towards America shine 
forth in his telling of how he as a boy in Mumbai pored 
over histories of successive rising and falling empires 
dominating world history such as that of the British who 
ruled both D’Souza’s India and the Kenya of Obama Sr.  In 
contrast, D’Souza differentiates, if the current American 
hegemony even qualifies as an empire, it is an “empire of 
ideals,” espousing a universal vision of equal opportunity in 
a free society for all individuals regardless of background.   
D’Souza has debated as much with Jesse Jackson, an 
African-American whose skin complexion hardly differs 
from that of the brilliant D’Souza, although Jackson 
nonetheless has a much more pessimistic, racism-dominated 
view of the United States.

Obama, in contrast, stands out in D’Souza’s presentation 
as a person with a consistent, sometimes admittedly 
consciously so, leftist political formation.   D’Souza hereby 
examines the psychologically curious affection of the 
younger Obama for his father.   Although Obama only met 

his father once briefly during childhood before his 1982 
automobile accident death, Obama’s father occupied a 
central role in Obama’s 1995 autobiography as revealed 
by its title, Dreams from My Father:   A Story of Race and 
Inheritance.   Not discussed by Obama in his writings, but 
noted by D’Souza in the movie and by other conservatives 
in the past, the economist and Kenyan government official 
Obama Sr. was thoroughly leftist in beliefs, writing in 
the 1965 article “Problems Facing Our Socialism” that 
“theoretically, there is nothing that can stop the government 
from taxing 100% of income.” He wrote therein as well that 
the “African tradition is fundamentally based on communal 
ownership of major means of production and sharing of the 
fruits of the labours.”

Nothing changes politically in Obama’s later relationships 
throughout life.   Obama merely names as “Frank” in 
Dreams from My Father a key mentor during the future 
president’s adolescence in Hawaii.   This vague reference 
conceals Frank Marshall Davis, an African-American 
writer who entered the American Communist Party just 
after the 1939 Hitler-Stalin pact, as profiled by the historian 
Paul Kengor in his book The Communist—Frank Marshall 
Davis:   The Untold Story of Barack Obama’s Mentor.   As 
Kengor discusses in the movie and elsewhere, Davis was 
on the FBI’s Security Index list, entailing that this hardcore 
Communist and “loyal Soviet patriot”  would undergo 
immediate arrest in case of an armed conflict between the 
United States and the Soviet Union.

Following on Obama Sr. and Davis, D’Souza surveys 
a veritable rogue’s gallery of leftist political figures and 
academics surrounding Obama.   These include the former 
1970s Weather Underground terrorists William Ayers and 
his wife Bernadine Dohrn, who hosted meetings at their 
Chicago home introducing Obama during his 1995 Illinois 
State Senate run.   In Chicago as well, Obama and his 
family had a decades-long relationship with the Reverend 
Jeremiah Wright of Trinity United Church of Christ, whose 
explosive anti-American rhetoric became a national issue 
during Obama’s 2008 presidential campaign.   Rounding 
out Obama’s social circle are various academics such as the 
PLO/Yasser Arafat apologists  Rashid Khalidi and Edward 
Said, a professor of Obama’s at Columbia University, and 
Obama’s Harvard University Law School professor Roberto 
Unger, who proclaims himself in a self-description quoted 
by D’Souza as a “leftist and by conviction as well as 
temperament a revolutionary.”

D’Souza’s movie raises the question how any person such 
as Obama could become America’s president.   D’Souza’s 
colleague at Stanford University’s Hoover Institution, the 

writer and race-relations scholar Shelby Steele, provides an 
answer in America’s hunger for a dramatic symbol of racial 
reconciliation.   Voting for the mixed-race Obama as the 
United States’ first non-white president, argues Steele, gave 
many Americans a unique opportunity to demonstrate their 
civil rights bona fides, something they could even tell their 
grandchildren.

While these voters projected their American hopes upon 
an inexperienced politician running for president, the real 
Obama and his leftist views anathema to the electorate 
remained, according to Steele, largely “invisible,” thanks, 
many would say, to a compliant liberal media (consider 
the “thrill going up” Chris Matthews’ “leg” at MSNBC).   
Obama himself, the film notes, skillfully added to the 

transmutation of his 
leftist background 
into an all-American 
story when he  publicly 
addressed  the Rev. 
Wright scandal in 
2008, which was 
likely defused due to 
America’s desire to 
heal racial divisions.   
Thus the election of 
Obama was, Steele 
shrewdly argues, not 
so much his individual 
achievement as a 
collective achievement 
of the American people 
and their dreams.  “You 
didn’t build that,” the 
film implies of Obama.

Once in office, 
though, Obama pursued 
policies reflecting not 
traditional American 
understandings, but 
rather Obama’s deeply 
ingrained leftist views.   
Obama, for example, 

took a rather benign view of the Arab Spring uprisings, 
being unable to look beyond visions of downtrodden people 
rising up against oppressors allied with America to see an 
Islamist threat.   Community-organizer-in-chief Obama also 
apparently has no concern about abandoning an American 
strategic dominance through global nuclear arms reductions.  
Similarly, D’Souza detects in Obama’s insouciance towards 
the national debt mounting under his big government 
policies a willing acquiescence to America’s decline as 
world leader, wasted away by domestic obligations.     Such 
weakening of America reflects the leftist view expressed by 
Obama himself that America has no exceptional position 
in the world, but rather should abandon a hubristic and 
dangerous claim to global primacy in favor of a more 
egalitarian, collective global community. While Obama’s 
views are at variance with American political traditions, 
D’Souza also notes in interviews with George Obama, a 
Kenyan half-brother of Barack from one of Obama Sr.’s 
various wives, that the downtrodden of the developing world 
do not necessarily agree with the American president either.

D’Souza concludes with a discussion of his understanding 
of the choice Americans face in considering four more years 
for Obama lasting through 2016.   While Americans may 
have thought that they were fulfilling an American Dream 
of national unity in electing Obama in 2008, voters can now 
clearly tell upon the basis of the President’s record that he 
is pursuing other, less American-influenced visions.   An 
Indian boy from D’Souza’s imagination contemplating 
a future history book of successive world powers with 
reference to an American era ending in 2016 leaves a final 
impression of D’Souza’s estimation of the enormous stakes 
involved.

Source: - FrontPage Magazine
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Obama snubs Netanyahu on Iran: My decisions - only 
what’s right for America
Obama puts the lid on Iran cooperation 
with Israel

US President Barack Obama said 
Sunday night, Sept. 23 on CBS “60 

Minutes” that he understands and agrees 
with Netanyahu’s insistence that Iran not be 
allowed to obtain nuclear weapons as this 
would threaten both countries, the world in 
general and kick off an arms race. But he 
then added: “When it comes to our national 
security decisions – any pressure that I 
feel is simply to do what’s right for the 
American people. And I am going to block 
out – any noise that’s out there.”

Obama went on to say: “Now I feel an 
obligation - not pressure but obligation - to 
make sure that we’re in close consultation 
with the Israelis on these issues because it 
affects them deeply.”

So, consultation? yes; cooperation? forget 
it. His comments removed the last hopes 
Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu and 
Defense Minister Ehud Barak may have 
entertained of cooperation with the US for 
curtailing Iran’s nuclear designs by military 
force.

The US president was crystal clear: By 
saying he will be ruled solely by American 
security interests, he showed them that they 
too were being left to be guided by Israel’s 

security interests. So forget about red lines 
for America, he was telling Netanyahu. 
His blunt verging-on-contemptuous 
dismissal of Israel’s concerns as “noise out 
there” was not much different from the way 
Iran’s leaders referred to the Jewish state.

Their threats against Israel have different 
dimensions: On the one hand, they say that 
if Israel is even thinking of attacking Iran, 
it will be destroyed in a preemptive attack. 
On the other, Israel has neither the military 
capability nor the courage to strike Iran.

Asked on CNN Sunday whether he 
feared a war with Israel was imminent, 
Iran’s president Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
said: “The Zionists are very much, very 
adventuresome… They seek to fabricate 
new opportunities for themselves and their 
adventurous behaviors.”

Obama’ “noises” are Ahmadinejad’s 
“fabrications.”

The Iranian president had no need to 
explain how Iran would react, because the 
answer was broadcast ahead of his arrival 
in New York to address the UN General 
Assembly Thursday, by Brigadier General 
Amir Ali Hajizadeh, commander of the 
Revolutionary Guards missile section.

The general said Sunday:   Should Israel 
and Iran engage militarily, “nothing is 

predictable... and it will turn into World 
War III” Addressing Iran’s Arab-language 
network, he said, “In circumstances in 
which they (the Israelis) have prepared 
everything for an attack, it is possible that 
we will make a pre-emptive attack. Any 
Israeli strike would be presumed to be 
authorized by the US. Therefore, “we will 
definitely attack US bases in Bahrain, Qatar 
and Afghanistan.”

Tehran was therefore pulling against 
Obama by tying American and Israeli 
security interests into an inextricable 
bundle.

Debkafile’s Jerusalem sources report that 
Netanyahu is now seriously considering 
calling off his trip to New York for a speech 
to the UN General Assembly scheduled 
for Thursday, Sept. 27. He realizes that 
by challenging US policy from the UN 
platform, he would lay himself open to 
criticism for gratuitous provocation of the 
president and interference in America’s 
election campaign weeks before a 
presidential election.

Obama’s Republican challenger Mitt 
Romney, in a separate CBS interview, 
attacked Obama’s reference to Israel’s 
legitimate concerns about a nuclear Iran as 
“noise out there,” calling it “just the latest 
evidence of his chronic disregard for the 

security of our closest ally in the Middle 
East.”

Earlier, Romney termed the president’s 
decision not to meet Netanyahu as sending 
a message throughout the Middle East “that 
we distance ourselves from our friends.”

As Debkafile reported after that Obama 
snub, the wrangling with Washington 
has reduced Netanyahu’s options to 
start standing alone and making his own 
decisions.

Obama’s latest words underline this. 
The prime minister can no longer avoid 
his most fateful decision and one that is 
critical to Israel’s survival: to attack Iran 
and disrupt its nuclear program or live with 
an anti-Semitic nuclear Iran dedicated to the 
destruction of the Jewish state and a threat 
to world stability.

For two weeks, the Israeli prime minister 
has dodged and ducked around the White 
House message. Instead, he has kept on 
bombarding Washington with high-powered 
messengers. They all came back with 
the same tidings: the US President is not 
only fed up with Israeli pressure but more 
determined than ever to evade any military 
engagement with Iran.

Source: Debka online

Attacks 
on U.S. 
Embassies 
Were Not 
About a 
Movie
By Caroline Glick 

Here are a couple of facts:

On June 4 the White House 
confirmed that the US had killed Abu Yahya 
Al-Libi – OBL’s [Osama bin Laden] Libyan 
lieutenant who had moved into Al Qaeda’s 

#2 spot after Ayman Zahawiri after the 
Navy SEALs whacked OBL.

On Tuesday 9/11, a tape was released 
of Zawahiri announcing that Libi had 
been killed earlier this year by a US drone 
attack. The Zawahiri tape was made during 
Ramadan which ended in the middle of 
last month. Zawahiri called for his terrorist 
underlings to avenge Libi’s death and 
especially exhorted Libyans to take revenge.

The attack in Libya was well planned and 
executed. It wasn’t about a spontaneous 
protest against some ridiculous internet 
movie of Muhammad. The assailants 
came armed to the teeth, with among 
other things, RPG 7s. They knew that the 
US Ambassador was in Benghazi rather 
than Tripoli. They knew how to track his 
movements, and were able to strike against 
him after he and his colleagues left the 
consulate building and tried to flee in a 
car. As Israel Channel 2’s Arab Affairs 

Correspondent Ehud Yaari noted this 
evening, you don’t often see well trained 
terrorists participating in protests of movies.

Then there is the attack in Cairo. They 
were led by Mohammad Zawahiri – Ayman 
Zawahiri’s brother. According to Thomas 
Josclyn in the Weekly Standard, the US 
media has been idiotically presenting him 
as some sort of moderate despite the fact 
that in an interview with Al Jazeerah he said 
said, “We in al Qaeda…”

Egypt’s US supported Muslim 
Brotherhood President Mohamed Morsi 
recently released Zawahiri from Egyptian 
prison. The same Barack Obama who has 
no time in his schedule to meet with Prime 
Minister Netanyahu next week in New York, 
is scheduled to meet Morsi.

The Egyptian government has not 
condemned the attack on the US Embassy 
in Cairo. But Morsi is demanding that the 

US government prosecute the film’s creator.

You may be wondering how some 
movie no one’s heard of has caused such 
a hullabaloo. Well, as it turns out, the film 
was screened on an Egyptian Salafist 
television channel. Obviously the Salafists 
— many of whom, like Zawahiri, were 
released from prison by Morsi, wanted to 
stir up anti-US violence on the eve of 9/11. 
So if the film is responsible for the violence, 
a finger needs to be pointed to its chief 
distributor — Al Qaida’s Egyptian friends 
and members.

With these facts in hand, it is clear that 
the attempts to present these acts of war 
against the US as the consequence of some 
stupid nothing movie are obscene attempts 
to deflect the blame for these unwarranted 
attacks onto their victims and away from 
their perpetrators. 

Source: - Front Page Magazine
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The Obama administration’s support for its Islamist 
allies means a lack of U.S. support for their enemies 

or, more properly, victims—the Christian and other 
non-Muslim minorities of the Muslim world. Consider the 
many recent proofs:

According to Pete Winn of CNS:

The U.S. State Department removed the sections 
covering religious freedom from the Country Reports on 
Human Rights that it released on May 24, three months 
past the statutory deadline Congress set for the release 
of these reports. The new human rights reports—purged 
of the sections that discuss the status of religious freedom 
in each of the countries covered—are also the human 
rights reports that include the period that covered the 
Arab Spring and its aftermath. Thus, the reports do not 
provide in-depth coverage of what has happened to 
Christians and other religious minorities in predominantly 
Muslim countries in the Middle East that saw the rise of 
revolutionary movements in 2011 in which Islamist forces 
played an instrumental role. For the first time ever, the 
State Department simply eliminated the section of religious 
freedom in its reports covering 2011… (emphasis added).

The CNS report goes on to quote several U.S. officials 
questioning the motives of the Obama administration. 
Former U.S. diplomat Thomas Farr said that he has 
“observed during the three-and-a-half years of the Obama 
administration that the issue of religious freedom has been 
distinctly downplayed.” Leonard Leo, former chairman of 
the U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom, 
said “to have pulled religious freedom out of it [the report] 
means that fewer people will obtain information,” so that 
“you don’t have the whole picture.”

It’s not the first time the administration has suppressed 
knowledge concerning the suffering of religious minorities 
under Islam. Earlier it suppressed knowledge concerning 
Islam itself (see here for a surreal example of the effects of 
such censorship).

In “Obama Overlooks Christian Persecution,” James 
Walsh gives more examples of State Department 
indifference “regarding the New Years’ murders of Coptic 
Christians in Egypt and the ravaging of a cathedral,” 
including how the State Department “refused to list Egypt 
as ‘a country of particular concern,’ even as Christians and 
others were being murdered, churches destroyed, and girls 
kidnapped and forced to convert to Islam. “

And the evidence keeps mounting. Legislation to create a 
special envoy for religious minorities in the Near East and 
South Central Asia—legislation that, in the words of the 

Washington Post, “passed the House by a huge margin,” has 
been stalled by Sen. James Webb, D-Va.:

In a letter sent to Webb Wednesday night, Rep. Frank 
Wolf [R-Va, who introduced the envoy bill] said he “cannot 
understand why” the hold had been placed on a bill that 
might help Coptic Christians and other groups “who face 
daily persecution, hardship, violence, instability and even 
death.”

Yet the ultimate source of opposition is the State 
Department. The Post continues:

Webb spokesman Will Jenkins explained the hold by 
saying that “after considering the legislation, Senator Webb 
asked the State Department for its analysis.” In a position 
paper issued in response, State Department officials 
said “we oppose the bill as it infringes on the Secretary’s 
[Hillary Clinton’s] flexibility to make appropriate staffing 
decisions,” and suggested the duties of Wolf’s proposed 
envoy would overlap with several existing positions. “The 
new special envoy position is unnecessary, duplicative, 
and likely counterproductive,” the State Department said 
(emphasis added).

But as Wolf explained in his letter: “If I believed 
that religious minorities, especially in these strategic 
regions, were getting the attention warranted at the State 
Department, I would cease in pressing for passage of this 
legislation. Sadly, that is far from being the case. We must 
act now…. Time is running out.”

Much of this was discussed during Coptic Solidarity’s 

third annual conference in Washington D.C. last month, 
which I participated in, and which featured many politicians 
and lawmakers—including the U.K.’s Lord Alton, Senator 
Roy Blunt, Congressman Trent Franks, Congressman 
Joseph Pitts, and Frank Wolf himself. As Coptic Solidarity’s 
summary report puts it, “All policy makers voiced strong 
support to the Copts…. Some policy makers raised 
concerns about the current U.S. Administration’s overtures 
towards religious extremists.”

There was little doubt among the speakers that, while 
Webb is the front man, Hillary Clinton—who was named 
often—is ultimately behind the opposition to the bill.

Even those invited to speak about matters outside of 
Egypt, such as Nigerian lawyer and activist Emmanuel 
Ogebe, wondered at Obama’s position that the ongoing 
massacres of Christians have nothing to do with religion. 
After describing the sheer carnage of thousands of 
Christians at the hands of Muslim militants, lamented that 
Obama’s response was to pressure the Nigerian president 
to make more concessions, including by creating more 
mosques (the very places that “radicalize” Muslims against 
infidel Christians).

Indeed, while the administration vocally condemned 
vandal attacks on mosques in the West Bank (where no 
Muslims died), it had nothing to say when Islamic terrorists 
bombed Nigerian churches on Easter Sunday, killing some 
50 Christians and wounding hundreds. And when the 
Egyptian military indiscriminately massacred dozens of 
unarmed Christians for protesting the nonstop attacks on 
their churches, all the White House could say is, “Now is 
a time for restraint on all sides”—as if Egypt’s beleaguered 
Christian minority needs to “restrain” itself against the 
nation’s military, a military that intentionally ran armored 
vehicles over them at Maspero.

In light of all this, naturally the Obama administration, 
in the guise of the State Department, would oppose a bill 
to create an envoy who will only expose more religious 
persecution that the administration will have to suppress or 
obfuscate?

Bottom line: In its attempts to empower its Islamist allies, 
the current U.S. administration has taken up their cause by 
waging a war of silence on their despised enemies—the 
Christians and other minorities of the Islamic world.

  Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the David Horowitz 

Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at the Middle East Forum. 

www.meforum.org

By Raymond Ibrahim

Obama Administration’s War on Persecuted Christians

Lawyer wanted copts removed from 
Egyptian constitutional committee

A lawyer from Alexandria submitted 
a report to the public prosecutor 

requesting that Egypt’s Copts be 
excluded from the committee forming 
the nation’s new constitution. Sherif 
Gadallah claimed Orthodox Copts are not 
Nasara, the so-called “true” Christians of 
Islam’s Quran, a book in which the word 
“Christian” never appears. He then reasoned 
that since Orthodox Copts are not Nasara, 
they can be counted as polytheists, which 
will make Copts non-representative of 
Egypt’s Christian population. The revised 
constitution is expected to be ready in late 
September. With the unveiling of Egyptian 
President Mohammed Morsi’s new cabinet 
in early August, it became clear Egypt’s 
Christians would be shoved further into 
the corner. During its presidential and 
parliamentary election campaigns, Morsi’s 
Muslim Brotherhood promised to give 
Christians fair representation. But despite 
increasing the size of the government to 35 

ministerial posts, only a single portfolio was 
given to a Christian. (Worthy News) 

August 14, 2012, a publication called 
El Fegr posted a copy of a letter inciting 
violence against Christians. The document 
refers to Christians as enemies of Allah 
and slaves of the cross. It calls for 
Allah to curse them and for all Muslims 
to physically attack or kill Christians 
throughout Egypt. Pray for believers in 
Egypt who are suffering persecution daily 
including death, injury, property damage 
and loss of political rights as a result of 
the recent Muslim Brotherhood takeover. 
Newly elected President Mohammad Morsi 
said he was going to be the leader of all 
Egyptians, including the Copts. Unfolding 
events, however confirm this was just 
another ruse to gain power and Islamize 
Egypt. Administration’s War on Persecuted 
Christians

Source: Jerusalem-On-The-Line

The State Department simply eliminated the section of religious 

freedom in its reports covering 2011.

Pastor Nadarkhani’s Letter of Thanks
Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani, recently released from an Iranian prison, has written a letter 
of thanks to all those who brought attention to his plight and prayed for his release. 
As you know, if you’ve followed The Global Lane and reports from CBN News, he was 
imprisoned and charged with apostasy, a crime punishable by death in Iran. 

Please continue to pray for Youcef and his family. They still face danger from militant 
Muslims and/or government agents who may want to kill them because of Youcef’s 
evangelistic efforts. Here’s Pastor Youcef’s letter that was sent to us by Present Truth 
Ministries:

8 September 2012 

Not to us, LORD, not to us, but to Your Name be glory, for Your faithfulness, for 
Your loyalty…

Psalm 115:1

Salaam ! (Peace be upon you !)

I glorify and give grace to the Lord with all my heart. I am grateful for all the 
blessings that He gave me during my whole life. I am especially grateful for His 
goodness and divine protection that characterised the time of my detention.

I also want to express my gratitude towards those who, all around the world, have 
worked for my cause, or should I say the cause that I defend. I want to express my 
gratitude to all of those who have supported me, openly or in complete secrecy. You 
are all very dear to my heart. May the Lord bless you and give you His perfect and 
sovereign Grace.

Continued on page 5
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Believers now get labeled as ‘security 
threat’

Sources confirm North Korea has eased 
or lifted a number of restrictions for 

citizens since Kim Jong Un succeeded his 
father, Kim Jong Il.

Kim Jong Il’s tenure as dictator 
was marked by intense persecution of 
Christians, including imprisonment 
of generations of a family for a single 
individual’s offense and executions.

Bans have been lifted on Western 
foods such as pizza and french fries, 
and restrictions on the number of cell 
phones have been loosened, for example, 
according to Ryan Morgan, an analyst with 
International Christian Concern Asia.

“The new ruler has even been 
uncharacteristically shown on state 
television, smiling and visiting an 
amusement park,” Morgan said.

However, whatever secular benefits 
may have trickled down to residents of 
the isolated communist nation, there is 
no evidence of any improvement in the 
condition of the persecuted church there, he 
said.

“We have not heard any reports of 
improvement for Christians in the country 
and have no reason to believe anything has 
changed,” Morgan said. “The regime still 
has up to 70,000 Christians locked away in 
virtual concentration camps.”

Morgan explained a Christian believer 
and three generations of his or her family 
can still go to prison for life just for owning 
a Bible.

“We’re hoping and praying this changes 
soon, but we haven’t seen any sign of it 
yet,” he said.

In fact, recent media reports say Kim 
Jong Un has moved to restructure the 
nation’s security apparatus to maintain his 
control.

Morgan pointed to a report by the U.S. 
Commission on International Religious 
Freedom stating that the North Korean 

regime is increasingly viewing refugees 
with religious beliefs or contacts as 
“potential security threats.”

The report says the regime is offering 
rewards for anyone providing information 
leading to the arrest of individuals involved 
in distributing Christian literature.

Open Doors USA reports through a 
source who cannot be named for security 
reasons that border security is no longer the 
responsibility of the army.

“The NK secret service has taken over 
responsibility of guarding the borders 
from the army. They catch smugglers and 
force them to spy out Christian networks 
in China, especially those with ties to 
refugees,” the Open Doors source said.

Believers in North Korea tread softly 
because of the nation’s history of 
persecution as well as the message from the 
new dictator.

“Kim Jong Un seems to send signals to 
the people and other countries that he is in 
control. Christians are aware of this and 
operate with great caution,” the Open Doors 
source said.

The source emphasized that North Korean 
Christians are still focused on ministry.

“Christians pay attention to Kim Jong Un 
but are more concerned about doing God’s 
ministry,” the source said. “Our work has 
not been affected by these developments.”

Officials with both agencies say what 
is needed is prayer from Christians in the 
West.

“Christians continue to be thankful for 
our prayer and other support. It’s what 
keeps them alive,” the Open Doors source 
said.

Open Doors lists North Korea No.1 on its 
list of the worst persecutors of Christians in 
the world.

“Still the most hostile country in which 
to live and practice the Christian faith, there 
are reports of many Christians arrested, with 
at least 25 percent of Christians believed 
to be languishing in labor camps for their 

refusal to worship founder Kim Il-Sung’s 
cult,” the organization’s report states. “Half 
the population lives in the north, close to 
China, where family-based networks of 
house churches exist in significant numbers. 
Roughly ten million inhabitants are 
malnourished, with thousands eating only 
grass and bark.”

The organization reports: “In North 
Korea, any form of worship to anyone other 
than the ‘Great Leader’ (Kim Il-Sung) and 
the ‘Supreme Leader’ (Kim Jong-il) is seen 
as treason. North Korean Christians are 
often arrested, tortured or even killed for 
their faith in Jesus Christ.”

In fact, one Open Doors’ contact for 
Christians inside North Korea, said ever 
since it became apparent Kim Jong Un 

would follow Kim Jong Il in power, 
“North Korea has stepped up its attempts 
to uncover any religious activities. There 
have been more house raids and more 
spies trained to infiltrate religious and 
human rights networks. One South Korean 
Christian was murdered in China because 
he helped refugees.

“Christians fear what Kim Jong Un [is] 
capable of doing. He will do anything to 
keep hold of power,” the contact said.

Michael Carl is a veteran journalist with 

overseas military experience and experience as 

a political consultant. He also has two Master’s 

Degrees, is a bi-vocational pastor and lives 

with his family in the Northeast United States.  

 

Source: World Net Daily online

70,000 Christians ‘locked in concentration camps’
by Michael Carl

Indeed I have been put to the test, the test of faith which is, according to the 
Scriptures “more precious than perishable gold.” But I have never felt loneliness, 
I was all the time aware of the fact that it wasn’t a solitary battle, for I have felt 
all the energy and support of those who obeyed their conscience and fought for the 
promotion of the justice and the rights of all human beings.

Thanks to these efforts, I have now the enormous joy to be by my wonderful 
wife and my children. I am grateful for these people through whom God has been 
working. All of this is very encouraging.

During that period, I had the opportunity to experience in a marvellous way 
the Scripture that says: “Indeed, as the sufferings of Christ abound for us, our 
encouragement abound through Christ..” He has comforted my family and has given 
them the means to face that difficult  situation. In His Grace, He provided for their 
spiritual and material needs, taking away from me a heavy weight.

The Lord has wonderfully provided through the trial, allowing me to face the 
challenges that were in front of me. As the Scriptures says, “He will not allow us to 
be tested beyond our strength…” Despite the fact that I have been found guilty of 
apostasy according to a certain reading of the Shar’ia, I am grateful that He gave the 
leaders of the country, the wisdom to break that judgement taking into account other 
facts of that same Shar’ia. It is obvious that the defenders of the Iranian right and the 
legal experts have made an important effort to enforce the law and the right. 

I want to thank those who have defended the right until the end. I am happy to 
live in a time where we can take a critical and constructive look to the past. This has 
allowed the writing of universal texts aiming at the promotion of the rights of man. 
Today, we are debtors of these efforts provided by dear people who have worked for 
the respect of human dignity and have passed on to us these universal significant 
texts. I am also debtor of those who have faithfully passed on the Word of God, that 
very Word who makes us heirs of God.

Before ending, I want to express a prayer for the establishment of an unending 
and universal peace, so that the will of the Father be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Indeed, everything passes, but the Word of God, source of all peace, will last 
eternally.

May the grace and mercy of God be multiplied to you. Amen !

Yousef Nadarkhani

Continued from page 4



66 opinion October 2012

A Tiny 
Nation in the 
Crosshairs

My heart is heavy for the people 
of Israel these days and for their 

embattled prime minister, Bibi Netanyahu, 
as he deals with threats of annihilation from 
without and apparent back - stabbing from 
within.

Netanyahu is a strong man in every sense 
of the word, but recent images of him 
suggest that even he is buckling under the 
strain of these terrible times. His shoulders 
seem more drooped than usual, his eyes 
heavy with responsibility and weary from 
too many sleepless nights. Faced with the 
danger of Syria’s conflict spilling across 
Israel’s northern border, and aware that Iran 
continues to agitate for Israel’s demise, even 
as she pursues nuclear weapons, Netanyahu 
is all too aware that it is his responsibility 
to ensure Israel’s present and future well 
being. This is the job of every prime 
minister of Israel. The proverbial buck stops 
at his desk.

He is equally aware that this tiny nation, 
with a population of some six million 
plus souls, is roughly equal in numbers 
to a whole generation of European Jews 
systematically exterminated in Europe 
some seventy or so years ago. Each prime 
minister of Israel must keep those horrific 
images as constant reminders of what 
happened then, lest it happen again, on his 

watch. Yet, that is precisely what Iran’s 
leaders have threatened repeatedly in their 
mad rush to acquire nuclear weapons.  
Genocide is their stated goal where Israel 
is concerned. That they have said so, again 
and again, is sufficient provocation for any 
nation to strike them first.

But Netanyahu has already weighed the 
risks involved in war. As a former soldier, 
he knows every battle causes casualties 
and heartbreak on both sides. War is his 
last option, and so he has reached out in 
all directions for help from friends. He 
has pleaded for their moral and military 
support. He has asked the community 
of nations, and in particular the Obama 
administration, to set “red lines” that Iran 
dare not cross or face the combined might 
of military alliances. But his most earnest 
pleas continue to fall on deaf ears. In recent 
weeks, as the risk of war has increased, 
he has been visited by a steady stream of 
political, military and intelligence figures 
from many nations, all of them singing 
the same song of restraint and urging him 
to wait a while longer to give diplomacy a 
chance. 

As if Netanyahu hasn’t waited long 
enough, knowing full well that with each 
passing day Iran is that much closer to 
a nuclear weapon and Israel to a second 
Holocaust. 

Meanwhile, contrary voices of dissent 
within Israel are lining up against 
Netanyahu.  They include respected figures 
that have publicly voiced their opposition to 
a pre-emptive strike against Iran, notably the 
former head of the Mossad (Israel’s C.I.A) 
and current president and elder statesman, 

Shimon Peres, the latter favoring the 
Obama Administration’s approach to the 
Iranian problem.  

This growing chorus of dissent argues 
that the potential consequences should 
Israel attack Iran far outweigh any benefits 
that might be achieved. At best, they say, 
any attack against Iran’s nuclear facilities 
would simply delay the inevitable: that Iran, 
sooner or later, will join the nuclear club. 
But it is precisely this air of inevitability 
that worries Netanyahu. His nation is in 
Iran’s crosshairs. One nuclear detonation 
could mean the end of Israel

As I write this, in mid-September, there 
is also news of Iran’s open admission of 
having lied consistently to the I.A.E.A 
(International Atomic Energy Agency) and 
its inspectors. If the United Nations hasn’t 
acted more firmly against Iran before, it 
certainly has grounds to do so now, and 
before the Middle East is engulfed in 
flames. 

In fact, given this admission of Iran’s 
ongoing deception, and Ahmadinejad’s 
consistent refrain of wiping Israel off the 
map, anyone promoting genocide has no 
place in the room never mind addressing 
the UN Assembly as he has been allowed 
to do year after year. He was expected to do 
so again this year, in late September. Since 
you will be reading this in early October, 
you will know whether or not Iran’s hateful 
leader was given yet another opportunity 
to slander Israel to the cheers of a crowd 
among whom anti-Semitism is alive and 
well. Ironically, the fact that this anticipated 
derogatory speech was to occur on Sept. 26 
- Yom Kippur (Israel’s Day of Atonement), 

when the nation stands still before her Holy 
God - may prove to be significant in the 
eternal scheme of things.

It was another Jew, Jesus of Nazareth, 
who wisely declared that a “house (or 
nation) divided against itself cannot stand.” 
Israel seems divided, but that may be the 
very thing that causes her enemies and 
detractors to miscalculate her ability to 
defend herself. Matters are not always quite 
as they seem and a nation seemingly divided 
can, when push comes to shove, stand 
shoulder to shoulder and survive against all 
odds, but in this case with the help of the 
God of Israel, of course!

 

 

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 
Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

John Tweedie

Who lost Egypt?
By Caroline Glick 

In 1949, the Communist takeover of 
China rattled the US foreign policy 

establishment to its core. China’s fall to 
Communism was correctly perceived as a 
massive strategic defeat for the US. The 
triumphant Mao Zedong placed China 
firmly in the Soviet camp and implemented 
foreign policies antithetical to US interests. 

For the American foreign policy 
establishment, China’s fall forced a 
reconsideration of basic axioms of US 
foreign policy. Until China went Red, 
the view resonant among foreign policy 
specialists was that it was possible for 
the US to peacefully coexist and even be 
strategic allies with Communists. 

With Mao’s embrace of Stalin this 
position was discredited. The US’s 
subsequent recognition that it was 
impossible for America to reach an 
accommodation with Communists served as 
the intellectual architecture of many of the 
strategies the US adopted for fighting the 
Cold War in the years that followed. 

Today the main aspect of America’s 
response to China’s Communist revolution 
that is remembered is the vindictive 
political hunt for scapegoats. Foreign 
Service officers and journalists who had 
advised the US government to support Mao 
and the Communists against Chiang Kai 
Shek and the Nationalists were attacked as 
traitors. 

But while the “Red Scare” is what is 
most remembered about that period, the 
most significant consequence of the rise of 
Communist China was the impact it had 
on the US’s understanding of the nature of 
Communist forces. Even Theodore White, 
perhaps the most prominent journalist who 

championed Mao and the Communists, later 
acknowledged that he had been duped by 
their propaganda machine into believing 
that Mao and his comrades were interested 
in an alliance with the US. 

As Joyce Hoffmann exposed in her book 
Theodore White and Journalism as Illusion, 
White acknowledged that his wartime report 
from Mao’s headquarters in Yenan praising 
the Communists as willing allies of the US 
who sought friendship, “not as a beggar 
seeks charity, but seeks aid in furthering a 
joint cause,” was completely false. 

As he wrote, the report was “winged with 
hope and passion that were entirely unreal.” 

What he had been shown in Yenan, 
Hoffmann quotes White as having written, 
was “the showcase of democratic art 
pieces they (the Communists) staged for 
us American correspondents [and] was 
literally, only showcase stuff.” 

Contrast the US’s acceptance of failure in 
China in 1949, and its willingness to learn 
the lessons of its loss of China, with the 
US’s denial of its failure and loss of Egypt 
today. 

On Sunday, new President Mohamed 
Morsi completed Egypt’s transformation 
into an Islamist state. In the space of one 
week, Morsi sacked the commanders of the 
Egyptian military and replaced them with 
Muslim Brotherhood loyalists, and fired all 
the editors of the state-owned media and 
replaced them with Muslim Brotherhood 
loyalists. 

He also implemented a policy of 
intimidation, censorship and closure of 
independently owned media organizations 
that dare to publish criticism of him. 

Morsi revoked the military’s 

constitutional role in setting the foreign 
and military policies of Egypt. But he 
maintained the junta’s court-backed 
decision to disband the parliament. In so 
doing, Morsi gave himself full control over 
the writing of Egypt’s new constitution. 

As former ambassador to Egypt Zvi 
Mazel wrote Tuesday in The Jerusalem 
Post, Morsi’s moves mean that he “now 
holds dictatorial powers surpassing by 
far those of erstwhile president Hosni 
Mubarak.” 

In other words, Morsi’s actions have 
transformed Egypt from a military 
dictatorship into an Islamist dictatorship. 

The impact on Egypt’s foreign policy 
of Morsi’s seizure of power is already 
becoming clear. On Monday, Al-Masri 
al-Youm quoted Mohamed Gadallah, 
Morsi’s legal adviser, saying that Morsi 
is considering revising the peace accord 
with Israel. Gadallah explained that Morsi 
intends to “ensure Egypt’s full sovereignty 
and control over every inch of Sinai.” 

In other words, Morsi intends to 
remilitarize Sinai and so render the 
Egyptian military a clear and present threat 
to Israel’s security. Indeed, according to 
Haaretz, Egypt has already breached the 

peace accord and deployed forces and 
heavy weaponry to Sinai without Israeli 
permission. 

The rapidity of Morsi’s moves has 
surprised most observers. But more 
surprising than his moves is the US 
response to his moves. 

Obama administrations officials have 
behaved as though nothing has happened, or 
even as though Morsi’s moves are positive 
developments. 

For instance, in an interview with The 
Wall Street Journal, one administration 
official dismissed the significance of 
Morsi’s purge of the military brass, saying, 
“What I think this is, frankly, is Morsi 
looking for a generational change in 
military leadership.” 

The Journal reported that Egypt’s 
new defense minister, Gen. Abdul-
Fattah el-Sissi, is known as a Muslim 
Brotherhood sympathizer. But the Obama 
administration quickly dismissed the reports 
as mere rumors with no significance. Sissi, 
administration sources told the Journal, ate 
dinner with US President Barack Obama’s 
chief counterterrorism adviser John 
Brennan during Brennan’s visit to Cairo 

Continued on page 13
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The American-Israeli Affair 
– The End?
By Daniel Greenfield 

The “Special Relationship” between America and Israel that trips so easily off the 
tongues of politicians addressing Jewish groups, in between mentions of their affection 

for Jewish deli food and Fiddler on the Roof, may be coming to an end. The relationship 
has gone through an extremely rough patch over the last few years, but even before that it 
had floundered on one impossible problem. The problem of peace.

Arab kings and dictators have used the existence of Israel as an excuse for everything 
from terrorism to totalitarianism and attributed it all to the regional instability caused by the 
Jewish State. An American diplomat, politician or general who visits with Saudi, Qatari or 
Kuwaiti leaders is told repeatedly that most of the problems in the region revolve around 
the Jewish State and the Occupation. Even pro-Israel Senators and Congressmen can’t 
help walking away from meetings like these feeling that Israel is the key to solving all the 
problems in the Middle East.

The United States expects Israel to make peace, not just with the groups of terrorists 
squatting in the West Bank and Gaza, but throughout the region, to avoid alienating 
Washington’s Muslim allies. Those same allies turned Israel’s existence into a problem 
for the United States and the United States turned it into a problem for Israel. Israel has 
tried to solve the problem of Muslim enmity with negotiated peace accords and territorial 
concessions, without ever achieving anything more than glorified truces.

The Israeli problem has become more urgent for the United States after September 11 
when winning the hearts and minds of the Muslim world became a diplomatic and military 
obsession. But for Israel, the American problem is that the “Special Relationship” has 
shifted from a strategic alliance based on mutual interests to a single issue. The only thing 
that Washington wants to hear about from Jerusalem is progress in the peace process.

Israel has signed treaties, parceled 
out crucial strategic territories, evicted 
its own citizens from their homes and 
polished a battalion of chairs around 
negotiating tables. The undoing of the 
Camp David Accords and two decades of 
terror stemming from the Oslo Accords 
have destroyed the credibility of the peace 
solution. And Israel no longer has the 
breathing room for strategically risky peace 
experiments.

Only the fading threat of regional war 
made it possible for Israel to risk turning 
strategic border zones into an autonomous 
territory run by the terrorist clients of its 
enemies. With the Muslim Brotherhood 
at the helm in Egypt, the old specter of 
regional war is back and that transforms Gaza and the West Bank from domestic terrorist 
threats into weak points in Israel’s defense lines against an external invasion.

Under the Muslim Brotherhood, Egyptian tanks in the Sinai are likely to eventually show 
up in Gaza and they may not stop there. And that prospect may achieve what two decades 
of bus bombings could not. If Egypt shifts into the enemy camp, then an autonomous Gaza 
run by the Muslim Brotherhood’s local arm may be a political luxury that Israel can no 
longer afford. And what is true for Gaza will eventually be true for the West Bank as well.

The time may be approaching when the United States will be forced to decide whether 
it is willing to accept a relationship with an Israel that is no longer committed to a peace 
process with its enemies. Ever since Oslo, the American relationship with Israel has 
revolved around the pursuit of a Two State Solution, and few in Washington seem to realize 
that the process expired a while ago and has been running on fumes, facts on the ground 
and foreign aid.

No country and no people have been more hopeful that a new era of peace had come than 
the Israelis. The sheer number of peace songs that thrived in Israel during the 90s would 
embarrass a Woodstock reunion. But Israelis have been forced to accept that just because 
you want something, does not mean that you can have it. And the United States will have to 
either accept that as well or end its relationship with Israel.

Israel’s relations with the United States have declined notably each time a peace accord 
was signed. After the brief euphoria of handshakes and congratulatory press releases, 
frustration sets in on the Potomac that the latest accords have not noticeably changed the 
situation in the region. Israel’s attempts to make peace have only raised expectations that 
are doomed to end in disappointment.

Each president has come into office wanting to stand where Carter and Clinton stood in 
those famous photos. They will now have to decide whether they want to stand with Israel 
or whether without the illusion of peace, the special relationship between America and 
Israel will turn out to have only been a brief affair.

Source: - Gatestone Institute

What the 2012 Election 
Means for Israel
Daniel Pipes 

“President Obama has thrown allies 
like Israel under the bus.” That’s 

what Mitt Romney, Republican candidate 
for president, said in the high-profile speech 
accepting his party’s nomination last week, 
repeating a slang phrase for sacrificing 
a friend for selfish reasons. Romney had 
deployed this phrase before, for example 
in May 2011 and Jan. 2012. This criticism 
of Obama fits a persistent Republican 
critique. Specifically, several other recent 
presidential candidates used or endorsed the 
same “bus” formulation vis-à-vis Obama 
and Israel, including Herman Cain in May 
2011, Rick Perry in Sept. 2011, Newt 
Gingrich in Jan. 2012, and Rick Santorum 
in Feb. 2012.

These Republican attacks on Obama’s 
relations with Israel have several important 
implications for U.S. foreign policy. First, 
out of the many Middle East-related issues, 
Israel, and Israel alone, retains a permanent 
role in U.S. electoral politics, influencing 
how a significant number of voters – 
not just Jews but also Arabs, Muslims, 
Evangelical Christians, conservatives and 
liberals – vote for president.

Second, attitudes toward Israel serve 
as a proxy for views toward other Middle 
Eastern issues: If I know your views on 
Israel, I have a good idea about your 
thinking on such topics as energy policy, 
Islamism, wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, 
AKP-led Turkey, the Iranian nuclear 
build-up, intervention in Libya, the 
Mohamed Morsi presidency in Egypt, and 
the Syrian civil war.

Third, the Republican criticism of Obama 
points to a sea change in what determines 
attitudes toward Israel. Religion was once 
the key, with Jews the ardent Zionists and 
Christians less engaged. Today, in contrast, 
the determining factor is political outlook. 
To discern someone’s views on Israel, 
the best question to ask is not “What is 
your religion?” but “Who do you want for 
president?” As a rule, conservatives feel 
more warmly toward Israel and liberals 
more coolly. Polls show conservative 
Republicans to be the most ardent Zionists, 
followed by Republicans in general, 
followed by independents, Democrats, and 
lastly liberal Democrats. Yes, Ed Koch, the 
former mayor of New York City, also said, 
in Sept. 2011, that Obama “threw Israel 
under the bus,” but Koch, 87, represents the 
fading old guard of the Democratic party. 
The difference between the parties in the 
Arab-Israeli conflict is becoming as deep 
as their differences on the economy or on 

cultural issues.

Fourth, as Israel increasingly becomes an 
issue dividing Democrats from Republicans, 
I predict a reduction of the bipartisan 
support for Israel that has provided Israel a 
unique status in U.S. politics and sustained 
organizations like the American Israel 
Public Affairs Committee. I also predict 
that Romney and Paul Ryan, as mainstream 
conservatives, will head an administration 
that will be the warmest ever to Israel, far 
surpassing the administrations of both Bill 
Clinton or George W. Bush. Contrarily, 
should Obama be re-elected, the coldest 
treatment of Israel ever by a U.S. president 
will follow.

Obama’s constipated record of the past 
3½ years vis-à-vis Israel on such topics 
as the Palestinians and Iran leads to this 
conclusion; but so does what we know 
about his record before he entered high 
electoral politics in 2004, especially his 
associations with radical anti-Zionists. For 
example, Obama deferentially listened to 
Edward Said in May 1998 and sat quietly 
by at a going-away party in 2003 for former 
PLO flack Rashid Khalidi as Israel was 
accused of terrorism against Palestinians. 
(In contrast, Romney has been friends with 
Binyamin Netanyahu since 1976.)

Also revealing is what Ali Abunimah, a 
Chicago-based anti-Israel extremist, wrote 
about his last conversation with Obama in 
early 2004, as the latter was in the midst 
of a primary campaign for the Democratic 
nomination for the U.S. Senate. Abunimah 
wrote that Obama warmly greeted him and 
then added: “Hey, I’m sorry I haven’t said 
more about Palestine right now, but we 
are in a tough primary race. I’m hoping 
when things calm down I can be more 
up front.” More: referring to Abunimah’s 
attacks on Israel in the Chicago Tribune and 
elsewhere, Obama encouraged him with 
“Keep up the good work!”

When one puts this in the context of 
what Obama said off-mic to then-Russian 
president Dmitry Medvedev in March 2012 
(“This is my last election. And after my 
election, I have more flexibility”) and in the 
context of Obama’s dislike for Netanyahu, 
it would be wise to assume that, if Obama 
wins on Nov. 6, things will “calm down” for 
him and he finally can “be more up front” 
about so-called Palestine. Then Israel’s 
troubles will really begin.

Mr. Pipes (www.DanielPipes.org) is 
president of the Middle East Forum. 

Source: - National Review Online
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Washington Peace talks

The United States expects Israel to make peace 
... throughout the region, to avoid alienating 

Washington’s Muslim allies.
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ConsiDeR This: The gaTheRing sToRm

General Martin Dempsey has made it clear 
that America’s timetable and Israel’s differ. 
We are facing utter annihilation; America 
is not.

Israel, the end of summer, 2012. We 
drive down Highway 6, crowded with 

families headed to holiday flats in the 
Galilee, the Jezreel Valley and the Golan 
Heights, station wagons filled with laughing 
children, bikes and pool mattresses.

Along with everyone else, we pull off 
midway for an ice cream or a cup of coffee 
and croissant at a rest stop, getting in line 
behind dads carrying restless two-year-olds, 
and pregnant women ordering lattes.

Only a few days before our trip, Iranian 
President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad 
addressed worshipers at Tehran University 
after nationwide pro-Palestinian rallies, an 
annual event marking Quds (Jerusalem) 
Day on the last Friday of the holy month 
of Ramadan, saying: “The existence of the 
Zionist regime is an insult to all humanity.”

Luckily, our little ones don’t read the 
papers.

We travel in two cars, one for the 
grandparents (us) and one for our son, 
daughter-in-law and glorious grandchildren, 
four of them, all under the age of eight. The 
little ones are jumping around, anxious to 
get to their holiday destination, their minds 
focused solely on jumping into a cool body 
of water. But our holiday cabins at Kibbutz 
Nir David near Beit She’an will only be 
available at 3 p.m., so we must find a way to 
entertain them until then.

Our first stop is Beit She’arim. The 
magnificent necropolis of burial caves 
dating back to King Herod is a dark and 
cool place for restless children to explore. 
The walls are covered with Jewish symbols: 
a seven-branched menorah, an ark of the 
covenant, an etrog and lulav, all thrilling 
reminders of the flourishing Jewish life of 
the lower Galilee six centuries before the 
Arab conquest.

Most famous is the grave of Rabbi Yehuda 
Hanassi, head of the Sanhedrin, who moved 
that great judicial body to Beit She’arim. 
More recently, the statue of Alexander Zaid 
on horseback overlooking the Jezreel Valley 
reminds us of the never-ending struggles 
and sacrifice to rebuild our homeland on 
this ancient ground.

Zaid, a veteran of the Jewish defense 
organization Bar Giora, which later became 
Hashomer, settled here in 1926 with his 
wife Zipporah and their four children, 
serving as a guard on behalf of the Jewish 
National Fund. Twelve years later he was 
murdered close to his home by a local 
Beduin. His killer was apprehended and 
killed by the Palmah.

It is a story we will revisit again and 
again on our brief summer vacation. For 
after splashing in the cool spring waters of 
Gan Hashlosha National Park, we visit a 
museum which is an exact reconstruction 
of the courtyard of Tel Amal, the first of 
the tower and stockade settlements set up 
overnight in the pre-state period to forestall 
Arab attack and British attempts to freeze 
immigration and settlement from 1936 to 
1939.

The plan, conceived by Moti Gur, a 
member of Kibbutz Nir David, was to build 
a wooden tower crowned by a searchlight 
for observation and signaling, surrounded 
by a few huts, and then to enclose the entire 

area with a high wall built of two wooden 
fences made bullet-proof by an infill of 
gravel. Within less than three years, 55 
communities were established in this way, 
from Kibbutz Dan in the north to Kibbutz 
Negba in the south, many of them in areas 
where there had been no Jewish life for over 
a thousand years.

It was a hard life for the hardy pioneers. 
Our children peek into the bare bedrooms 

and rough kitchen.

They don the blue aprons and head 
scarves of pioneers, hoisting hoes and 
gathering stones. They carry pails to a 
spring, filling them with water which they 
empty into a bucket with a washboard so 
they can practice clothes-washing pioneer-
style.

I look at them, these little sabras, born 
into a free, peace-loving country of natives 
and survivors, immigrants fleeing the worst 
nightmare of persecution that mankind has 
yet to invent and impose on their fellow 
men. They are full of joy as they pretend 
to cook dinner and hoe gravel. Climbing 
the watchtower, we enjoy the magnificent 

view of the green oasis and its sparkling 
waters. I think of the chain of history that 
has brought them, their parents and myself 
to this place and time in the history of the 
Jews.

The news broadcasts quote Sheikh Hassan 
Nasrallah, the filthy little proxy warlord 
terrorist tied to Iran, who announces his 
group will transform the lives of millions of 
Israelis into “hell.” Considering that the last 
Lebanese war ended prematurely, thanks 
to the genius of Limor Livnat and Ehud 
Olmert, allowing Hezbollah to completely 
rearm, I take him seriously.

NIR DAVID is a lush green carpet with a 
river of spring water flowing gently through 
it. Beneath the still blanket of summer 
heat, our children play in the shadows of 
enormous palm trees, feed the ever hungry 
ducks and fish day-old bread, and put on 
their water wings to dive into the Olympic 
pool at the modern athletic center. The 
sound of horses whinnying in the stables, 
the riot of birds, the squeak of bicycle 
wheels are the only ones that punctuate the 
calm.

On Sunday, August 19, when we were all 
back home, parents getting the children’s 
clothes and school supplies ready for the 
start of the new school year, Egyptian 
President Mohamed Morsy told Hamas 
Prime Minister Ismail Haniyeh that “Egypt 
and Palestine are one entity.”

And so the storm gathers. Turkey, once a 
friend, ally and popular vacation spot, has 
been transformed into an Islamic republic 
which has slammed its door in our faces. 
Egypt, our peace partner, has been taken 
over by the Muslim Brotherhood. Syria is 
overwhelmed by savage forces, none of 
them reasonable or less hate-filled toward 
us than the other. Lebanon’s Hezbollah is 
an Iranian puppet. And Iran and Iraq, once 
enemies, now cooperate to overcome the 
Western boycott that is naively attempting 
to slow down the production of a nuclear 
bomb to fulfill the Iranian mullahs’ insane 
vision of messianic days – Muslim fanatic 
style – i.e. a map with no Israel.

We and our children and grandchildren, 

the remnant of the great nation of Israel 
of biblical times, sit in the middle of a 
maelstrom as the evil forces of the world 
gather around our hard-won, industrious, 
beautiful little country and its wonderful, 
creative, beautiful people. Some have faith 
in our army. Some in our government. Some 
in God. Some, like myself, in all three. 

But wherever we put that faith, it is 
increasingly clear that we can no longer 
put it in any of our fellow human beings 
in America or Europe. For it is clear 
that President Barack Obama, unlike his 
predecessor, is not ready for a war against 
a nation with weapons of mass destruction 
simply because of the human threat they 
pose to mankind. He is focused on exposing 
Mr. Romney’s tax returns.

His head of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
General Martin Dempsey, has made it clear 
that America’s timetable and Israel’s differ. 
We are facing utter annihilation; America is 
not. Still, in a final ringing slap in the face, 
he nevertheless urges Israel to do nothing 
as he feels we lack the capability to defend 
ourselves. How helpful.

As for Europe, instead of calling Iran a 
global genocidal enemy of all Europe and 
all humanity, and Ahmadinejad the spiritual 
heir to Hitler and the Nazis, they came out 
with the “strongly worded statement” that 
“Israel has a right to exist.”

Thank you so much. What would we do 
without you Europeans? The words “never 
again” ring hollow these days, as the storm 
clouds gather and the peaceful days of 
summer come to an end, and we wait, 
patiently, filled with fear and courage and 
hope for what is to come.

But our enemies, however numerous, 
would do well to remember this: They are 
not facing the unarmed Jews of Europe 70 
years ago. This time, they will be at the 
center of any hell they unleash.

Source: Daily News online

This article was printed in The Jerusalem 
Post,  August 23rd, 2012

by Naomi Ragen - 

Storms are gathering

We and our children 
and grandchildren, the 
remnant of the great 
nation of Israel of 

biblical times, sit in the 
middle of a maelstrom 

as the evil forces 
of the world gather 

around our hard-won, 
industrious, beautiful 
little country and its 
wonderful, creative, 

beautiful people. 
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isRaeli sTRike in 
iRan: CybeR-aTTaCk, 
ballisTiC missiles
By Elad Benari 

American blogger Richard Silverstein 
publishes a document which he claims 
outlines Israel’s war plans against Iran.

What will an Israeli strike on Iran look 
like? American blogger Richard 

Silverstein on Wednesday published what 
he claimed is an Israeli briefing document 
outlining Israel’s war plans against Iran.

Silverstein, who authors the blog “Tikun 
Olam”, said the document was passed to 
him by a high-level Israeli source who 
received it from an IDF officer. 

According to the document presented 
in the blog, the Israeli attack on Iran “will 
begin with a coordinated strike, including 
an unprecedented cyber-attack which will 
totally paralyze the Iranian regime and its 
ability to know what is happening within 
its borders. The internet, telephones, radio 
and television, communications satellites, 
and fiber optic cables leading to and from 
critical installations will be taken out of 
action. The electrical grid throughout 
Iran will be paralyzed and transformer 
stations will absorb severe damage from 
carbon fiber munitions which are finer 
than a human hair, causing electrical short 
circuits whose repair requires their complete 
removal.”

Following the coordinated strike, 
according to the document, “A barrage of 
tens of ballistic missiles would be launched 
from Israel toward Iran. 300km ballistic 
missiles would be launched from Israeli 
submarines in the vicinity of the Persian 
Gulf. The missiles would not be armed 
with unconventional warheads [WMD], 
but rather with high-explosive ordnance 
equipped with reinforced tips designed 
specially to penetrate hardened targets.

“The missiles will strike their targets—
some exploding above ground like those 
striking the nuclear reactor at Arak–
which is intended to produce plutonium 
and tritium—and the nearby heavy water 

production facility; the nuclear fuel 
production facilities at Isfahan and facilities 
for enriching uranium-hexaflouride.  Others 
would explode under-ground, as at the 
Fordo facility.

“A barrage of hundreds of cruise missiles 
will pound command and control systems, 
research and development facilities, 
and the residences of senior personnel 
in the nuclear and missile development 
apparatus,” continues the document exposed 
by Silverstein. “Intelligence gathered 
over years will be utilized to completely 
decapitate Iran’s professional and command 
ranks in these fields.”

The document then adds, according to 
Silverstein’s blog, “After the first wave of 
attacks, which will be timed to the second, 
the ‘Blue and White’ radar satellite, 
whose systems enable us to perform an 
evaluation of the level of damage done 
to the various targets, will pass over Iran. 
Only after rapidly decrypting the satellite’s 
data, will the information be transferred 
directly to war planes making their way 
covertly toward Iran. These IAF planes 
will be armed with electronic warfare 
gear previously unknown to the wider 
public, not even revealed to our U.S. ally. 
This equipment will render Israeli aircraft 
invisible. Those Israeli war planes which 
participate in the attack will damage a 
short-list of targets which require further 
assault.”

Silverstein wrote that the source that 
passed the document to him would not do 
so normally, but that “these are not normal 
times. I’m afraid Bibi and Barak are dead 
serious.”

Silverstein added that while whoever 
wrote the briefing paper had use of IDF 
and intelligence data, he does not believe 
the IDF wrote it, adding that the document 
could have been written by the National 
Security Council or even by Defense 
Minister Ehud Barak himself.

Israel under the shadow of war

“Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war!” (Joel 3:9a)

Dear Friends,

Since additional sanctions have proven ineffective in stopping Iran’s 
nuclear program, the Israeli government is preparing its citizens to survive 
what now seems an almost inevitable conflict with Iran. But there are gaps 
in several key areas, and we invite you to partner with Vision for Israel in 
providing life-saving aid to the Israeli people at this critical time. 

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu recently said that “all the 
threats currently being directed against the Israeli home front are dwarfed 
... by Iran.” Netanyahu added that Israel has been “investing billions into 
home front defense.” Gas mask distribution has been stepped up nation-
wide, a new text message based system to warn of rocket attacks is being 
rolled out, and the I.D.F. is running nation-wide military drills this week.

According to Israeli military sources, Iran has enough enriched uranium 
for four atomic bombs - more than what Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad has said he would need to “rid the world of the Zionist 
entity.” And last week a new National Intelligence Estimate (NIE), created 
by the Obama administration, included a “last minute update” that Iran 
has progressed in the development of a nuclear warhead “far beyond the 
scope known” to U.N. inspectors.

Now Israel is struggling with whether to attempt to put off the threat of 
nuclear war a while longer by attacking the Iranian nuclear reactors. But 
any Israeli attack will surely be met by a hail of missiles from Iran and its 
allies in Syria, Lebanon, and Gaza. Outgoing Home Front Defense Minister, 
Matan Vilnai, believes that will cause a complete breakdown in services, 
like fuel and electricity, as well as mass shortages in food and other 
necessities.

But, I thank God that together we have a chance to make a real difference. 
Vision for Israel [The Joseph Storehouse] has been invited to integrate our 
assistance and supplies into the national response for rapid distribution. 
In order to do so, we need to buy extra supplies in all departments and 
increase the pace of our activities.

Barry & Batya Segal

Vision for Israel (The Joseph Storehouse) 

Israeli junior high-school students practice donning gas masks. Gas mask distribution has been stepped up 

nation-wide

The challenge for Israel: Iran’s numerous and diverse nuclear research facilities.
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Those who think that Hamas and 
other Islamic groups do not have 

a strong presence in the West Bank 
are completely detached from reality.  
True, these groups are lacking in arms and 
ammunition in the West Bank, but they 
still enjoy broad public support among 
Palestinians. 

For now, security coordination between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority is all 
that is preventing Muslim fundamentalists 
from taking over the West Bank. 

The Jordanians also have an interest 
in cooperating with Israel to stop the 
fundamentalists from rising to power in the 
West Bank. Over the past decade, Israel and 
Jordan have been working closely to block 
the Islamic tornado from sweeping the West 
Bank. 

These efforts have thus far 
been successful in thwarting 
attempts by radical groups to set 
up terror cells in the West Bank.  
Wary of the growing threat, the Palestinian 
Authority has been waging a fierce battle 
against supporters of Hamas and other 
radical groups there. 

Thousands of suspected fundamentalists 
have been rounded up separately by 
Palestinian Authority security forces and the 
Israel Defense Forces. 

Thanks to intelligence provided by the 
Palestinian Authority government, many 
Hamas supporters are now being held 
under administrative detention in Israel. 
The detainees are being held without trial 
to avoid embarrassment of the Palestinian 
Authority. 

But the tough security clampdown 
has not been able to stop Hamas 
and its allies from increasing their 
political power in the West Bank.  
Hamas continues to operate in the West 
Bank under the cover of hundreds of 
Islamic charities and organizations: the 
movement also has a strong presence 
on most of the Palestinian universities 
and colleges in the West Bank, where its 
supporters operate under different labels 
such as the Islamic Bloc and Islamic Union. 

Hamas, moreover, still has direct and 
indirect control over many mosques in the 
West Bank despite efforts by the Palestinian 
Authority to “liberate” the holy sites. 

Yet Hamas is not the only Islamic group 
that is very active in the West Bank. 

In recent years, Hamas has been 
challenged by Hizb-ut-Tahrir [Party of 
Liberation], an international pan-Islamic 
organization seeking to unify all Muslims 
under an Islamic state, or caliphate, ruled by 
Islamic law. 

In the past few months, in Ramallah and 
Hebron, Hizb-ut-Tahrir held two major 
rallies calling for an Islamic caliphate; they 
attracted tens of thousands of supporters. 
Neither Israel nor the Palestinian Authority 
was able to stop the organization from 
holding them. 

Hamas, Hizb-ut-Tahrir and their political 
and ideological allies in the West Bank 
have been emboldened by the “Arab 
Spring,” which has seen the rise of Muslim 
Brotherhood to power in a number of Arab 
countries, including Tunisia and the largest 
Arab country, Egypt. 

These organizations have further been 
encouraged by the apparent emergence of 
an Islamic emirate in Sinai, next to the one 
that already exists in the neighboring Gaza 

Strip. 

The only way to keep Hamas and other 
radicals groups from taking over the West 
Bank is by enhancing security coordination 
between Israel on the one end, and the 
Palestinian Authority and Jordan on the 
other. 

An Israeli pullout from any part 
of the West Bank, under the current 
circumstances, will undermine the 
Palestinian Authority and most likely lead to 
its collapse, paving the way for the radicals 
to seize control. 

A strong Israeli presence along the border 
with Jordan is also needed to prevent 
the smuggling of weapons and Muslim 
fundamentalists into the West Bank. The 
Jordanians also need Israel on their border 
to keep Hamas and the radicals from 
infiltrating the kingdom. 

Without all these measures, the West 
Bank will quickly turn into an Islamic 
emirate. 

Source: Gatestone Institute 

Will the West Bank Become the Next Islamic Emirate?

How Important is Israel to the U.S.? Check the Map

By Khaled Abu Toameh 

By David Lev

A New York attorney and supporter 
of Israel lays out the case for 
U.S. support of Israel, and the 
consequences for the U.S. if Israel 
falls

For those who think that Israel 
is a $3 billion-a-year strategic 

liability for the U.S., the cause 
of Muslim terrorism, Mideast 
instability, and high gas prices, 
New York attorney and Israel 
advocate Mark Langfan has a 
message: Get a map.

Preferably, the 3D topographic 
raised-relief map system of Israel 
that Langfan developed back 
in 1991, which gives viewers a 
perspective on Israel – and on the 
Middle East – that they may not 
have had before. The map shows 
just how important Israel is to U.S. 
interests – how a strong and secure 
Israel, far from being a strategic 
liability, is actually the one thing 
that is preventing the Middle East 
from falling into complete chaos.

With an Israeli presence in the 
high ground of Judea and Samaria 
and on the Golan Heights, “Israel 
is immune to an existential attack” 
by ground troops from Egypt, 
Syria, and Lebanon. In a video, 
Langfan lays out the case for 
Israel’s retention of these areas; 
with them, Israel can defend itself 
and ensure a semblance of order 
in the region, Without them, Iran 
and its radical Islamist allies 
would have a free hand, picking 
through the debris of ancient and 
modern Middle East regimes, and 
eventually taking over the greatest 
prize of all – oil-rich Saudi Arabia, 
thus controlling the fate of the 
entire Western world.

In the video, Langfan revives 

the idea of the “domino theory,” 
which was a cause for great 
debate in the U.S. during the 
Vietnam War era. But there’s no 
debate over what a Middle East 
domino spill would look like; a 
weak Israel without its strategic 
land assets would be open for 
attack by a revitalized Islamist 
front, led by Egypt, Hizbullah, 
Hamas, and Syria (with the 
likelihood that Bashar al-Assad 
will eventually be replaced by an 
Islamist government, as happened 
in Egypt).

If Israel is destroyed – or 
even if it is allowed to survive 
(temporarily) in a cowed, 
defensive state, the Islamist 

front, led by Iran, would continue 
with its agenda to take over the 
Middle East. First to go would 
be Jordan, which Syria has 
coveted for decades, and which 
Islamists despise because of King 
Abdullah’s ties with the West. By 
that time, Iraq would also have 
been absorbed into the super 
“Shiastan” state expanding from 
Iran – and there would be nothing 
to stop Iran and the Islamists from 
walking into Saudi Arabia and 
taking over. The Islamists would 
be in full control of all waterways 
that Western navies could use 
to send ships and troops to the 
region, including the Persian Gulf 
and the Suez Canal. And at that 

point, Langfan says in the video, 
the U.S. and Europe would be 
truly be the vassals, or “dhimmis,” 
of the Islamists.

Even if the U.S. could find 
the wherewithal to defend its 
Middle East interests under such 
conditions, it would cost far more 
than the $3 billion Israel gets 
each year- not to mention the 
costs in blood and treasure from 
a protracted war in which U.S. 
troops, without a friendly base to 
work from, are forced to fight in 
difficult desert conditions. That 
is, of course, even if the American 
people could be rallied to take on 
such a fight – unlikely after their 
experience in Afghanistan and 

Iraq.

All this can be avoided, 
however, if the U.S. supports 
Israel’s presence in Judea and 
Samaria and in the Golan. 
The video also mentions the 
importance of Gaza, which Israel 
has since abandoned – resulting of 
tens of thousands of missiles being 

fired at southern Israel by Hamas, 
and inspiring Hizbullah to attack 
Israel with tens of thousands of 
its own missiles from the north. 
If that is the result of abandoning 
the small territory of Gaza – which 
does not even have strategic 
defensive height and is surrounded 
by sparsely populated desert 
areas – what would be the result 
of Israel’s abandonment of the 
much more important territories in 
Judea, Samaria, and the Golan?

Langfan hopes we never have 
to find out. “Israel is the cause of 
U.S. stability,” he says. “Israel is 
the tip of the West’s spear against 
a Muslim tsunami.”

If you don’t believe him, just 
check the map.

3D topographic raised-relief map system of Israel  

Israel is the 
cause of U.S. 

stability, ... Israel 
is the tip of the 

West’s spear 
against a Muslim 

tsunami.
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Who is A7 Op-ed Writer 
Giulio Meotti?

The writer decided to Interview regular A7 columnist 
and international journalist, Giulio Meotti: “Israel is a 
promise of redemption for humanity.” A glimpse into the 
thoughts of a “righteous gentile”.

“Tiny Israel should matter greatly to the Western world, as it has become the 
most imperiled member of our civilization. The Jewish condition today is 

again the focal point of huge identity battles. Judaism is the source of humanity, 
law, morality, democracy, and thus, a beacon of hope for all. This is the most 
important single defining issue of our time. I wonder what will happen to other 
democracies if Israel goes under.

“The national rebirth in its original homeland of a people threatened with 
extinction for three thousand years should represent – especially in the eyes of 
Western civilization – a promise of redemption for all humanity. This is the more 
so since this people’s arid and small country – on the borders between survival 
and destruction – is in the middle of a region that violently contests its right to 
exist. One does not have to be Jewish to understand that.”

Giulio Meotti is an Italian journalist and author. He holds a degree in 
Philosophy and is an editor at the daily Il Foglio. In 2010, he published A New 
Shoah, The Untold Story of Israel’s Victims of Terrorism. 

“There were several reasons that I wrote The New Shoah. I believe in Western 
values and thus in the safety of the State of Israel. I am writing from Europe, 
a continent that is witnessing a major wave of monstrous new and radical 
anti-Semitism and the delegitimization of Israel’s right to exist. 

“This signals the risk of a major avalanche in Western society and perhaps even 
its fall. I also had a mission: rescuing Israeli victims from oblivion, giving them a 
name and a place by saving their stories. 

“I spent six years tracking down Israeli witnesses to terrorist atrocities between 
1994 and 2010, the so called ‘Oslo wars’. I interviewed people who survived 
attacks as well as family members of victims who did not. 

“I experienced very difficult moments and even thought about abandoning the 
project. It was a labor of six years of relentless determination, loneliness and 
perhaps, obsessive moral commitment. 

“I did not write A New Shoah as an archival reminder, but rather as the reliving 
of a smaller-scale Shoah. This was not the genocide of millions of people 
killed merely because they were Jews living in Europe, but the murder of many 
individuals killed because they were Jews living in Israel. 

“It is an immense black hole that in fifteen years has swallowed up 1,557 
innocent men, women and children and left more than 17,000 injured. I offer 
this book as a memorial chant for the martyred Jews which will transmit Israel’s 
story to future generations. It is a rare document and I hope one will read these 
stories repeatedly in the next decades toward the celebration of Israel’s centennial 
anniversary. 

“I knew I was going to pay a heavy price for publishing such a book. Nowadays 
to mention Israel in Italy in friendly tones, especially in journalistic and academic 
circles, is to risk facing a firestorm of condemnations. Or worse, personal 
attacks. I was called an ‘agent of Israel, ‘a hardcore Zionist dumba,’ ‘despicable,’ 
‘right-wing garbage,’ ‘Shylock’ and so on. 

“A photo with my face and the Star of David impressed on it was published on 
Arab internet sites. I received threatening emails like: ‘Dear feces-eating insect, 
continue to scratch around the Zionist dung, the hasbara will give you thirty coins.’ 

“But I remain proud of the work I do. My son and this book are the main 
justifications of my existence. 

“The daily Il Foglio which I write for has a small circulation, but all key people 
in Italian society read it. It is the only pro-Israel newspaper in Italy. 

“During the Second Intifada in the worst months of 2002, Palestinian suicide 
murderers attacked Israeli hotels, shopping malls restaurants, etc. They killed 
hundreds of innocent people. Il Foglio then called for a rally in Rome in favor 
of Israel. Thousands of people, many waving Israeli flags, gathered at sunset at 
Rome’s City Hall atop the Capitoline Hill and made their way along the river 
Tiber to the main synagogue. 

“Some held banners saying: ‘We’re With Israel.’ Other marchers placed pebbles 
around the synagogue, a gesture recalling the Jewish custom of marking a grave. 
Israeli flags flew from windows in the neighborhood. Il Foglio made all this 
possible and fought a historic battle in favor of truth, justice and the honor of the 
West, to which Israel belongs. 

“In 2005, Iran’s Mahmoud Ahmadinejad for the first time called to remove the 
State of Israel from the map. Il Foglio’s editor Giuliano Ferrara appealed for a 
public protest, saying that Italians should demonstrate ‘to defend the right of Israel 
to exist.’ This time the demonstration was in front of Iran’s embassy in Rome. 
Politicians from the left and right took part. It was a wonderful night. Israel and 
the Jews knew that they were not alone.” 

That is Giulio Meotti - in a nutshell.

The writer has been a long-term adviser on strategy issues to the Boards of several major 

multinational corporations in Europe and North America. He is the Chairman of the Board of the 

Jerusalem Center for Public Affairs. 

The Jews are Out of Fashion 
Again in Europe

It’s back to 
anti-Semitism as 
usual in Europe, 
the Holocaust is old 
hat in the welfarist, 
multicultural and 
semi-Islamicized 
Europe. 

The Jews are out 
of fashion again 

in Europe.

Skinheads and neo-Nazis are involved only 
peripherally, if at all. Traditional anti-Semitism 
has been reawakened by Muslim hatred.  The 
post-Auschwitz covenant is gone.

Last week in Bulgaria, the Shabbat rhythms 
and moving accents of the Jews expelled from 
medieval Spain were silenced by the dynamite 
of a suicide bomber.

In most EU countries, synagogues need 
heavy security, the word “Jew” is a standard 
epithet, the Israelis are relentlessly portrayed as 
devils incarnate, ghoulish copies of fraudulent 
“Protocols of the Elders of Zion” are sold 
from one end of the continent to the other, 
identifiable Jews are attacked on the street - and 
they are offered a simple way out: “Renounce 
Zionism”.

The synagogue of Noisy-le-Grand in 
Paris’ Seine-Saint-Denis district has  was 
recently  attacked  three times in one  week. 
Vandals threw prayer books and tallis 
prayer  shawls to the floor and shattered 
windows.

Recently, the University of Paris VIII closed 
its doors for two days to avoid a harder stance 
about a planned conference against the Jewish 
State.

Early this month, the French weekly 
magazine Le Nouvel Observateur referred to 
many incidents of anti-Jewish violence during 
the last weeks.

In 2010, there were 466 anti-Jewish 
incidents. In 2011, there were 389.

2012 has already broken the record. In certain 
neighborhoods of Paris, Marseille or Lyons it is 
no longer safe for Jews to walk the streets.

Mohammed Merah, the Jihadist who 
murdered four Jews in Toulouse, has become 
a model for French of Islamic origin. In many 
schools, incidents occurred while a minute of 
silence was being observed for the victims of 
the Chabad school. Because of the growing 
anti-Semitism, many Jews no longer send their 
children to public shools.

But France is not an exception in the 
welfarist, multicultural and semi-Islamicized 
Europe. Everywhere the attacks on the Jews 
are rising. It’s an anti-Semitic pandemonium 
silenced by the cowardly Western media. 
Europe’s ruling class is as indifferent to the 
current Kristallnacht as its predecessors were to 
the first.

All the recent polls say that a third 
of Europeans show very high levels of 
anti-Semitism, while over half of Europeans 
view the State of Israel as “the greatest threat to 
world peace.”

A few years ago, the UK paper Daily 
Telegraph ran a story under the title: “Is This 
the Last Generation of British Jews?”.

The President of Austria’s Israelite 
Community, Ariel Muzicant, warns that the 
Jewish Community is also dying out: “If 
a miracle doesn’t happen soon, the Jewish 
community in Austria will no longer exist in the 
foreseeable future.”

In Sweden, Jews are leaving big cities such 
as Malmö in order to escape anti-Semitic 
attacks (in 1990, 2000 Jewish people lived in 
Malmö; now there are fewer than 700). Sweden 
has become “a center of anti-Semitism”, the 
president of the European Jewish Congress, 
Moshe Kantor, told last winter.

A shoe was hurled at Israeli ambassador 
Benny Dagan while he was giving a lecture 
at the Stockholm University and a Jewish 
student, Anja Savosnic, was forced to give up 
Hebrew studies at the University of Oslo due to 
anti-Semitic attacks from fellow students.

According to the Observatory on 
Anti-Semitism, online anti-Semitism in Spain 
doubled in the last year, passing from 400 
anti-Semitic pages to the current 1.000. The 
Israeli embassy in Madrid received dozens of 
postcards written by Spanish schoolchildren 
with messages such as “Jews kill for money,” 
“Leave the country to the Palestinians” and “Go 
somewhere where they will accept you”.

There is a boom of Islamic anti-Semitism 
in the famous multicultural Netherlands. 
Benjamin Jacobs, the country’s chief rabbi, 
declared to Arutz Sheva that “the future for 
Dutch Jewry is moving to Israel”. Jews are 
fleeing Antwerp, the city in Belgium once 
proudly called “the Northern Jerusalem.” 

Last autumn, the ancient synagogue of Weesp 
became the first synagogue in Europe since the 
Holocaust to cancel Shabbat services due to 
threats.

Anti-Semitic inscriptions are being drawn on 
building walls in Marseille, Nottingham, Paris, 
Madrid, Amsterdam, Berlin, Kiev, Barcelona 
and Rome. Jewish cemeteries are daily 
ransacked by people indoctrinated in the same 
Jew hatred as the suicide bombers of Nablus 
and Gaza.

The irony is that Europe’s newspapers are 
very busy  printing articles about Europe’s 
Jewish renaissance. The symbol? A few days 
ago, a millennium of Jewish life in Poland was 
brought back to life in a museum in the heart of 
the demolished Warsaw Ghetto.

Meanwhile in Europe, the world largest 
Jewish cemetery, the Jews are gunned down 
again.

The ghosts lurk everywhere, and in place of 
“sieg heil”, the shouting now is “jihad” and 
“Intifada”.

The writer, an Italian journalist with Il Foglio, writes a 

weekly column for Arutz Sheva. He is the author of the book 

“A New Shoah”, that researched the personal stories of 

Israel’s terror victims, published by Encounter. His writing 

has appeared in publications, such as the Wall Street 

Journal, Frontpage and Commentary. 

by Giulio Meotti Dr. Manfred Gerstenfeld

The irony is that 
Europe’s newspapers are 
very busy printing articles 

about Europe’s Jewish 
renaissance, while Jews 
are being gunned down 

in school.



12 good news October 2012

Hand on Heart

The two doctors move to the side of the 
pediatric ICU at the Wolfson Hospital 

in Holon and speak in hushed tones.

“I looked at the smear and it is definitely 
sickle cell anemia,” Amir Lotan, a 
hematologist, tells his colleague Tzion 
Houri.

“We’ll have to treat that first before we 
can do the surgery,” Dr. Houri, an expert in 
internal medicine, says with a sigh. “We’ll 
have to do a blood exchange and try to get it 
under control.”

Sickle cell anemia is a genetic disease 
which causes red blood cells to form an 
abnormal crescent shape. These blood cells 
deliver less oxygen to the body’s organs, 
which can complicate the heart surgery that 
the baby has come to Israel to undergo.

Houri looks toward the mother who 
hasn’t understood a word of the exchange 
in Hebrew. Palmira Sebastian, 32, is from 
Angola and arrived with her nine-month-old 
son Juliom just a few days earlier for heart 

surgery sponsored by Save a Child’s Heart 
(SACH). Dressed in a colorful print dress, 
she sits quietly by her baby’s hospital bed. 
Wrapped in a blue and white hospital sheet 
like a cocoon, Juliom sleeps deeply.

“The doctors found the heart problem as 
soon as he was born,” she tells The Report. 
“I’m happy that he will get better here and I 
just want him to be healthy.”

From Gaza

In the next bed is four-month-old Farah 
Mershed from Gaza. Farah is awake and 
smiling, her dark brown eyes fringed by 
strikingly long lashes. At the end of her bed 
floats a blown-up surgical glove decorated 
with a drawing, and a stack of diapers. 
Her mother, Hulud, 28, dressed in a purple 
hijab, smiles. She has been in the hospital 
for almost two months straight, never 
leaving her daughter’s side. Houri says that 
in addition to the heart defect, Farah had a 
hernia which was also successfully operated 
on. In the next day or two she will go home 
to Gaza.

“This is my first time in Israel and at first 
I was very nervous,” she says. “I don’t know 
Hebrew, but everyone here has been so 
nice, and I am so happy that they helped my 
daughter,” she says.

Farah is taking Viagra to counteract 
pulmonary hypertension and several other 
expensive medicines that SACH will 
continue to provide.

Houri says both of these babies would 
have died without the operations performed 
by SACH, a hospital-based charity that 
finances heart surgery for more than 200 
children each year from the developing 
world. Funded by donations and the Israeli 
government, the children are brought to 
Israel, often with their parents, for a stay 
that usually averages between two and three 
months.

When they are not in the hospital, the 
children and their caretakers live in Legacy 
House, a building completed in April a few 

minutes away in Holon. They spend most of 
their time in a well-equipped playroom or in 
the garden outside. Each caretaker cooks for 
her own children, although the ingredients 
are supplied by the house.

How much does all of this cost each 
patient? Nothing.

“It’s like Club Med here – everything 
is included,” Houri says with a grin. “The 
surgery, the hospital stay, the plane tickets, 
the follow-up care – we provide it all.”

Donations

In the US, he says, each surgery would 
cost between $100,000 and $400,000. Here 
at Wolfson, it costs between $7,000 and 
$8,000. The doctors’ salaries are paid by 
the hospital and all other costs are covered 
by donations from family foundations and 
businesses. For example, the children from 
Angola are financed by the LR Group, a 
large Israeli construction company founded 
by three former pilots which has extensive 
interests in the African nation.

The European Union finances much of 
the care for the Palestinian children, and the 
Ministry of Regional Cooperation chips in 
as well. The SACH annual budget is $2.5 
to $3 million dollars. Since its founding 
in 1995 SACH has performed surgery on 
2,800 children from all over the world.

“The only color skin we don’t like is 
blue,” says Houri, “because that means the 
child is not getting enough oxygen.”

SACH is also training dozens of doctors, 
hoping to expand the number of children it 

can help.

Naiz Majani, 34, from Tanzania, has been 
in Israel for two months. A pediatrician, she 
is here on a one-year fellowship to become 
a pediatric cardiologist – the first in her 
region of Mwanza, which has three million 
people. One of her colleagues is studying to 
become Tanzania’s first heart surgeon.

Majani has left her three children, 
including four-year-old twins, behind, while 
she studies here.

“In Tanzania there are an estimated 
500,000 children who need heart surgery,” 
she says. “I was expecting the highest 
quality teaching and hospital before I came 
here and that’s what I’m getting.”

SACH also sponsored a medical mission 
to Tanzania last summer, performing the 
first heart surgeries ever carried out in the 
country.

While the organization describes itself 
as non-political, hospitals are one of the 
few places in Israel where Israelis and 
Palestinians are officially in daily contact.

Medical diplomacy

“I like to think of it as medical 
diplomacy,” says Simon Fisher, 40, the 
British-born director of SACH. “We 
are establishing ongoing and everyday 
relationships between Israeli and Palestinian 
parents through the medical profession. We 
also want to extend the medical cooperation 
between hospitals in Israel and the 
Palestinian Authority.”

Behind Fisher’s desk are 19 miniature 

flags of member countries of the NGO 
Committee of the UN. In 2011 SACH 
received a special “consultant” status and 
has participated in several UN discussions.

The organization is also hoping to expand 
at the Wolfson Medical Center and build a 
new state-of–the-art pediatric ICU. They 
have launched a capital campaign to raise 
$25 million and already have $5 million in 
the bank. The new ICU will enable them 
to double the number of children they treat 
every year.

When I was a young resident here, I saw 
Israeli children die because we didn’t have 
enough surgeons,” says Tunisian-born 
Houri, who immigrated to Israel as a child. 
“Today every Israeli child who needs 
surgery gets it. But there are at least five 
million children around the world who are 
waiting for heart surgery.”

Just under one percent of children around 
the world are born with congenital heart 
disease, and half of them will need surgery 
in their first year of life. Others need 
surgery because of complications arising 
from untreated diseases such as strep throat.

Fresh paint

SACH was founded in 1995 by 
Maryland-born Dr. Ami Cohen, a heart 
surgeon at Wolfson. Cohen died in an 
accident while climbing Mount Kilimanjaro 
in 2001. Photos of the pudgy, balding doctor 
are scattered around the hospital.

The Legacy Home, where the children 
and parents live, is a new addition. Until 
last month, they lived in a rented apartment, 
and space was tight. Here, the smell of fresh 
paint is still in the air. The small bedrooms 
have two single beds and wooden closets. 
Multi-colored tiles decorate the shared 
bathroom and shower.

“We are responsible for the children 
from the moment they arrive at the airport 
– even if it’s 3 a.m. someone goes to meet 
them,” says housemother Laura Kafif, 50, 
originally from Northern Ireland. “We try to 
make life as normal as possible for them.”

Kafif helps impose a daily schedule, with 
the help of volunteers. For children who do 
not need to go to the hospital for tests or 
check-ups, there are volunteer helpers and 
quiet activities. Children either before or 
after surgery can’t play ball, as a ball to the 
chest could be dangerous.

“We don’t even have slides in the garden 
outside,” says Kafif.

Volunteers come to teach the children 
how to use computers or to celebrate 
the holidays. Some volunteers live in 
the house for several weeks at a time. 
Others, like Molly Piccione, 23, originally 
from Babylon, New York, come twice 
a week. Piccione gently holds Harith, a 
ten-month-old from Zanzibar, so his aunt 
can eat her lunch.

Ton of fun

“I love being here,” says Piccione. “For 

By Donald Macintyre

LIFESAVERS: Heart surgery by SACH doctors at Wolfson Hospital in Holon    (Sheila Shalhevet / SACH)

NEIGHBORS AND FRIENDS: Mohammed, a baby from Gaza, with Dr Sion Houri at the Wolfson Hospital in 

Rehovot   (Sheila Shalhevet / SACH)

The only color skin we 
don’t like is blue. That 
means the child is not 
getting enough oxygen

SACH trains dozens 
of doctors,hoping to 

expand the number of 
children it can help

Continued on page 13
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Diabetes Revolution in Israel!
An Israeli team is developing a new 
method for treating Diabetes.

About 285 million people are living with 
diabetes worldwide. Several kinds of 

treatment options exist, but all of them have 
drawbacks. For example, insulin therapy 
can trigger everything from weight gain to 
hypoglycemia, and its administration must be 
constantly controlled and monitored by the 
patient.

But what if a diabetic patient’s own 
cells—extracted from mature tissue—could 

be turned into insulin-producing machines, 
secreting insulin automatically when 
needed? According to a biotech company 
named Orgenesis, this kind of cell therapy, 
known as autologous cell replacement, holds 
very real potential.

Orgenesis’s efforts have been inspired 
by the pioneering research of Sarah Ferber, 
Ph.D., who is Director of Molecular 
Endocrinology at Sheba Medical Center in Tel 
Hashomer, Israel, and Chief Scientific Officer 
at Orgenesis.

In the treatment being developed by Dr. 
Ferber and Orgenesis, a standard liver 
biopsy is taken from the patient in a clinical 
center and sent to a laboratory. In the lab, 
the liver cells are treated with a special 
technique.

At the clinical center, the newly formed 
cells are then transplanted back to the 
patient’s liver where they secrete insulin. 
Since the initial liver cells were taken from 
the patient himself or herself, the chance 
of rejection is very limited. Orgenesis 
has successfully tested its technology in 
preclinical studies, and is working toward 
initiating clinical trials in humans.

Orgenesis CEO Jacob BenArie explains, 
“We plan to enter into a formal review from 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration and 
The European Medical Association, which 
is a key step in the development process for 
the company.”

Dr. Ferber earned her PhD under Nobel 
laureates Aaron Ciechanover and Avram 
Hershko at the Technion in Haifa. She 
moved from pure biochemistry to diabetes 
research through a fellowship at Harvard 
Medical School in the U.S.

BenArie notes, “Dr. Ferber is a pioneer 
and a trailblazer in this area. At first her 
ideas were not embraced by people in the 
scientific community, and at times met with 
controversy. Today, her ideas are widely 
accepted by her peers.”

One of the major challenges for a small 
company like Orgenesis, says BenArie, is 
to find the right partners and key opinion 
leaders who believe in the company’s 
mission and technology, and to make them 
part of the company’s team. “This requires 
a new kind of skill where one has to think 
outside the box and work just a little harder 
for funding,” he notes.

BenArie continues, “In Israel, we don’t 
have the advantage of possessing bountiful 
natural resources such as metals, oil or gas. 
As a result, we focus mainly on technology 
and science. Israeli companies continue to 
lead in developing cell-based therapeutic 
products. We’re proud to be working in this 
space, and we hope to distinguish ourselves as 
development of our treatment continues.”

Source: http://unitedwithisrael.org/new-diabetes-

treatment/ 

the first few weeks I was a stranger and 
I didn’t know how to connect with the 
children or their families but now it’s a 
ton of fun. Today I played Bingo with the 
children. Sometimes we put on music and 
dance.”

Piccione is on a Jewish Agency sponsored 
program called Masa. She hopes to attend 
medical school next year.

A few days later, the baby with sickle 
cell anemia is out of the ICU and staying 
at the house while he receives treatment in 
advance of surgery.

“She’s familiar with the disease because 
her brother has it as well,” says Houri. “It’s 
hard because she knew about the heart 
problem but now she has another disease to 
deal with as well.”

Houri says there is no cure for sickle cell 
anemia but there is treatment which Juliom 
will receive. His surgery will be performed 
in a few weeks.

As for Farah, she has gone home to Gaza 
and will return in a month for a follow-up visit.

“She looks like magic,” Houri says 
happily. “She’s gained so much weight. 
She’s smiling and the mother’s smiling. It’s 
all good.”

From The Jerusalem Report, issue dated June 18, 
2012. http://thejerusalemreport.wordpress.com

Continued from page 12

last October. Aside from that, they say, 
people are always claiming that Morsy’s 
appointments have ties to Morsy’s Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

A slightly less rose-colored assessment 
came from Steven Cook in Foreign Affairs. 
According to Cook, at worst, Morsy’s 
move was probably nothing more than a 
present-day reenactment of Gamal Abel 
Nasser’s decision to move Egypt away from 
the West and into the Soviet camp in 1954. 

Most likely, Cook argued, Morsy was 
simply doing what Sadat did when in 1971 
he fired other generals with whom he had 
been forced to share power when he first 
succeeded Nasser in 1969. 

Certainly the Nasser and Sadat analogies 
are pertinent. But while properly citing 
them, Cook failed to explain what those 
analogies tell us about the significance of 
Morsy’s actions. He drew the dots but failed 
to see the shape they make. 

Morsy’s Islamism, like Mao’s 
Communism, is inherently hostile to the 
US and its allies and interests in the Middle 
East. Consequently, Morsy’s strategic 
repositioning of Egypt as an Islamist 
country means that Egypt - which has 
served as the anchor of the US alliance 
system in the Arab world for 30 years - is 
setting aside its alliance with the US and 
looking toward reassuming the role of 
regional bully. 

Egypt is on the fast track to reinstating 
its war against Israel and threatening 
international shipping in the Suez 
Canal. And as an Islamist state, Egypt 
will certainly seek to export its Islamic 
revolution to other countries. No doubt fear 
of this prospect is what prompted Saudi 
Arabia to begin showering Egypt with 
billions of dollars in aid. 

It should be recalled that the Saudis so 
feared the rise of a Muslim Brotherhood-
ruled Egypt that in February 2011, when 
US President Barack Obama was publicly 
ordering then-president Hosni Mubarak to 

abdicate power immediately, Saudi leaders 
were beseeching him to defy Obama. They 
promised Mubarak unlimited financial support 
for Egypt if he agreed to cling to power. 

The US’s astounding sanguinity in 
the face of Morsy’s completion of the 
Islamization of Egypt is an illustration of 
everything that is wrong and dangerous 
about US Middle East policy today. 

Take US policy toward Syria. 

Syria is in possession of one of the 
largest arsenals of chemical and biological 
weapons in the world. The barbarism 
with which the regime is murdering its 
opponents is a daily reminder - indeed a 
flashing neon warning sign - that Syria’s 
nonconventional arsenal constitutes a clear 
and present danger to international security. 
And yet, the Obama administration insists 
on viewing Syrian President Bashar Assad’s 
murderous behavior as if it were a garden 
variety human rights crisis. 

During her visit with Turkey’s Islamist 
Foreign Minister Ahmet Davutoglu 
last Saturday, US Secretary of State 
Hillary Clinton didn’t even mention the 
issue of Syria’s chemical and biological 
weapons. Instead she continued to back 
Turkey’s sponsorship of the Islamist-
dominated opposition and said that the 
US would be working with Turkey to put 
together new ways to help the Islamist 
opposition overthrow Assad’s regime.  
Among other things, she did not rule out the 
imposition of a no-fly zone over Syria. 

The party most likely to be harmed from 

such a move would be Israel, which would 
lose its ability to bomb Syrian weapons of 
mass destruction sites from the air. 

Then of course, there is Iran and 
its openly genocidal nuclear weapons 
program. This week The New York 
Times reported a new twist in the Obama 
administration’s strategy for managing 
this threat. It is trying to convince the 
Persian Gulf states to accept advanced 

missile defense systems from the US.  
This new policy makes clear that the 
Obama administration has no intention of 
preventing Iran from becoming a nuclear 
power. Its actions on the ground are aimed 
instead at accomplishing two goals: 
convincing Iran’s Arab neighbors to accept 
Iran as a nuclear power and preventing 
Israel from acting militarily to prevent 
Iran from becoming a nuclear power. The 
missile shields are aspects of a policy 
of containment, not prevention. And the 
US’s attempts to sabotage Israel’s ability 
to strike Iran’s nuclear sites through leaks, 
political pressure and efforts to weaken the 
Netanyahu government make clear that as 
far as the US is concerned, Iran acquiring 
nuclear weapons is not the problem. 

The prospect of Israel preventing Iran 
from acquiring nuclear weapons is the 
problem. 

Several American commentators argue 
that the Obama administration’s policies are 
the rational consequence of the divergence 
of US and Israeli assessments of the 

threats posed by regional developments. 
For instance, writing in the Tablet online 
magazine this week, Lee Smith argued that 
the US does not view the developments in 
Egypt, Iran and Syria as threatening US 
interests. From Washington’s perspective, 
the prospect of an Israeli strike on Iran is 
more threatening than a nuclear-armed Iran, 
because an Israeli strike would immediately 
destabilize the region. 

The problem with this assessment is that 
it is nonsense. It is true that Israel is first on 
Iran’s target list, and that Egypt is placing 
Israel, not the US in its crosshairs. So, too, 
Syria and its rogue allies will use their 
chemical weapons against Israel first. 

But that doesn’t mean the US will be safe. 
The likely beneficiaries of Syrian chemical 
weapons - Sunni and Shi’ite terrorist 
organizations - have attacked the US in 
the past. Iran has a history of attacking 
US shipping without a nuclear umbrella. 
Surely it would be more aggressive in the 
Persian Gulf and the Strait of Hormuz after 
defying Washington in illegally developing 
a nuclear arsenal. The US is far more 
vulnerable to interruptions in the shipping 
lanes in the Suez Canal than Israel is. 

The reason Israel and the US are allies is 
that Israel is the US’s first line of defense in 
the region. 

If regional events weren’t moving so 
quickly, the question of who lost Egypt 
would probably have had its moment in the 
spotlight in Washington. 

But as is clear from the US’s denial of the 
significance of Morsy’s rapid completion of 
Egypt’s Islamic transformation; its blindness 
to the dangers of Syrian chemical and 
biological weapons; and its complacency 
toward Iran’s nuclear weapons program, by 
the time the US foreign policy establishment 
realizes it lost Egypt, the question it will 
be asking is not who lost Egypt. It will be 
asking who lost the Middle East. 

Source: carolineglick.com  

Originally published in The Jerusalem Post.
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 Its actions on the ground are aimed instead at 
accomplishing two goals: convincing Iran’s Arab 
neighbors to accept Iran as a nuclear power and 

preventing Israel from acting militarily to prevent 
Iran from becoming a nuclear power.
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Jerusalem at the End of the Age  

“Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and 
proclaim to her that her hard service has 
been completed, that her sin has been paid 
for, that she has received from the LORD’s 
hand double for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40:2)

 

With all our focus on the New 
Jerusalem, home of the Church, 

we sometimes forget there will still be an 
“old” Jerusalem here on Earth during the 
Millennium.

Paul was the first to make reference 
to both cities when he said the current 
Jerusalem is symbolic of the Old Covenant, 
but the Jerusalem that’s above symbolizes 
the New Covenant (Galatians 4:24-26). I 
think it’s also the first mention of the New 
Jerusalem being above the Earth, not on it.

I’ve written about the New Jerusalem 
several times, how it will be the exclusive 
home of the redeemed Church. At about 
1400 miles tall, wide, and deep it will be 
much too big to fit on Earth. In fact, it will 
be almost 2/3rds the size of the moon. Put 
in a different perspective, if the entire world 
population, currently about 7,000,000,000 
people, lived in one geographic location 
with the population density of New York 
City, it would be a city the size of the 
state of Texas. The way it’s described in 
Rev. 21:16 leads many people to believe 
the New Jerusalem is either a cube or 
pyramid shaped. But if it was a sphere, 
like the moon, the New Jerusalem could 
easily accommodate 22 cities this size on 
its surface area. That’s 22 times the total 
current population of Earth. Don’t let 
anyone tell you it’s not big enough for the 
Church.

It won’t require the light of the Sun or the 
Moon because its light will come from the 
Glory of Lord. It will never be night there, 
but will provide light for the Earth during 
the Millennium (Rev. 21:23-25).

But the purpose of this article is to 
describe the Jerusalem on Earth at the End 
of the Age. In Zechariah 12:3 the Lord 
warned that He will make Jerusalem an 
immovable rock for all the nations. All who 
try to move it will injure themselves. Listen 
to what follows.

“On that day I will make the leaders of 
Judah like a firepot in a woodpile, like a 
flaming torch among sheaves. They will 
consume right and left all the surrounding 
peoples, but Jerusalem will remain intact in 
her place” (Zechariah 12:6). “On that day 
I will set out to destroy all the nations that 
attack Jerusalem” (Zechariah 12:9).

Because Jerusalem isn’t threatened in 
these verses, and since Israel will consume 
the surrounding peoples, I think these verses 
will find their fulfillment in the Psalm 83, 
Isaiah 17, and Ezekiel 38 battles. If they turn 
out the way we think, Israel will regain all 
its biblical lands and will think they have no 
more border issues to deal with. The land 
on which Ezekiel’s battle will be fought 
is called the mountains of Israel in Ezekiel 
38:8. Today we know this land as the Golan 
Heights, currently contested by Syria and 
Lebanon/Hezbollah, and Central Israel 
which is where the boundary of the so-called 
West Bank meets Israel proper. To me, this 
gives us a hint that Ezekiel 38 may in part be 
an attempt by the Islamic attackers to regain 
territory their brothers in arms will have lost 
in Psalm 83 and Isaiah 17.

Also, the burial ground mentioned 
in Ezekiel 39:11 and called the Valley 
of Hamon Gog in Ezekiel 39:15 is just 

outside of Jericho, the current Palestinian 
headquarters. Ezekiel 39:11 says it will 
be part of Israel at the time of this battle, 
giving us another hint that the Palestinian 
issue will be resolved in Israel’s favor 
before Ezekiel 38 begins.

“And I will pour out on the house of 
David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a 
spirit of grace and supplication. They will 
look on me, the one they have pierced, and 
they will mourn for him as one mourns for 
an only child, and grieve bitterly for him as 
one grieves for a firstborn son (Zechariah 
12:10).

According to Ezekiel 39:22 Israel 
will return to the Lord after the battle of 
Ezekiel 38 for the last seven years of the 
Old Covenant, which was interrupted some 
2,000 years ago by the Church Age. This 
period is also called Daniel’s 70th Week.

Toward the end of the Great Tribulation, 
which is the last half of the 70th Week, the 
Lord will finally open Jewish eyes that since 
the first Palm Sunday have been blinded to 
the fact that Jesus has been their Messiah all 
along (Luke 19:41-45).

“On that day a fountain will be opened 
to the house of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and 
impurity” (Zechariah 13:1).

I think this will happen just before the 
Battle of Armageddon when the remnant 
will be sequestered in Petra, which is its 
Greek name. It’s called Bozrah in Isaiah 
63:1-6.

“Who is this coming from Edom, from 
Bozrah, with his garments stained crimson? 
Who is this, robed in splendor, striding 
forward in the greatness of his strength?

‘It is I, speaking in righteousness, mighty 
to save.’

Why are your garments red, like those of 
one treading the winepress?

“I have trodden the winepress alone; 
from the nations no one was with me. I 
trampled them in my anger and trod them 
down in my wrath; their blood spattered my 
garments, and I stained all my clothing.

For the day of vengeance was in my heart, 
and the year of my redemption has come. I 
looked, but there was no one to help, I was 
appalled that no one gave support; so my 
own arm worked salvation for me, and my 
own wrath sustained me. I trampled the 
nations in my anger; in my wrath I made 
them drunk and poured their blood on the 
ground.”

Having defeated the armies who will 
attack His people in Petra, the Lord 
will turn toward Jerusalem for the final 
showdown. Let’s go back to the prophecy of 
Zechariah to see how that unfolds.

A day of the LORD is coming when your 
plunder will be divided among you. I will 
gather all the nations to Jerusalem to fight 
against it; the city will be captured, the 
houses ransacked, and the women raped. 
Half of the city will go into exile, but the 
rest of the people will not be taken from the 
city (Zechariah 14:1-2).

As the battle for Planet Earth begins, the 
armies of the anti-Christ will attack and this 
time will control the Holy City for a little 
while. It will be a terrible time for those 
who didn’t heed the Lord’s earlier warning 
to flee into the desert (Matt. 24:15-18). 
Their belongings will be taken from them 
and distributed to their enemies right before 
their eyes and half the city’s population will 
flee from the invaders.

Then the LORD will go out and fight 
against those nations, as he fights in the 
day of battle. On that day his feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives, east of Jerusalem, 
and the Mount of Olives will be split in 
two from east to west, forming a great 
valley, with half of the mountain moving 
north and half moving south. You will flee 
by my mountain valley, for it will extend 
to Azel. You will flee as you fled from the 
earthquake in the days of Uzziah king of 
Judah. Then the LORD my God will come, 
and all the holy ones with him. (Zechariah 
14:3-5)

When it looks as if all is lost, the Lord 
will descend to the Mount of Olives, to 
the very place He departed from nearly 
2000 years ago just as Acts 1:10-11 
foretold. As He does, an earthquake will 
cause the Mount of Olives to split in half 
forming a deep valley that extends to the 
Mediterranean in the west and to the Dead 
Sea in the east. It will run straight through 
the current Temple Mount, which is due 
west of the Mt. of Olives. The Temple 
Mount along with the Dome of the Rock 
and the Al Aksa Mosque will disappear into 
a pile of rubble at the bottom of this valley.

The Lord’s return will cause the 
immediate defeat of His enemies, after 
which He’ll make His triumphal entry into 
the city followed by His legions of Holy 
Warriors.

On that day there will be no light, no cold 
or frost. It will be a unique day, without 
daytime or nighttime—a day known to the 
LORD. When evening comes, there will 
be light. On that day living water will flow 
out from Jerusalem, half to the eastern sea 
and half to the western sea, in summer and 
in winter. The LORD will be king over 

the whole earth. On that day there will be 
one LORD, and his name the only name 
(Zechariah 14:6-9)

From Matt. 24:29 we know that 
immediately after the Great Tribulation 
the Sun and Moon will go dark. Normally, 
temperatures would begin dropping 
immediately and the world would soon 
become unbearably cold. But in the passage 
above we see that although it will be totally 
dark, there will be no such temperature drop 
during the time when the world awaits the 
Lord’s return because He’ll maintain the 
Earth’s temperature. At the end of the day 
of His return, there will be light, probably 
because of the New Jerusalem descending 
down out of Heaven to take its place in the 
vicinity of Earth (Rev. 21:2). Remember, 
during the Millennium Earth’s light will 
come from the New Jerusalem (Rev. 21:24).

By connecting Ezekiel 47-48 to Zechariah 
14:6-9, a growing number of scholars have 
come to believe that the next Temple will 
be built just north of Jerusalem in Shiloh, 
and not on the current Temple Mount. 
In his vision, Ezekiel saw a great river 

by Jack Kelley  

flowing from beneath the south side of the 
Temple and Zechariah shows it doing so on 
the day of the Lord’s return, meaning the 
Temple will already be in place. Since the 
earthquake will have destroyed the current 
Temple Mount earlier in the same day, we 
can see why this northern location makes 
sense. When the cascading water reaches 
the newly created valley, half will flow east 
into the Dead Sea and half will flow west 
into the Mediterranean, drowning the rubble 
from the current Temple mount beneath its 
crystal depths.

This will also be the day of fulfillment for 
Philippians 2:9-11; Therefore God exalted 
him to the highest place and gave him the 
name that is above every name, that at the 
name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ 
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.

But that’s not all. Psalms 2 and 110 will 
also be fulfilled along with a host of other 
prophecies, as the Messiah-King takes 
possession of that which He’s paid for, 
Planet Earth. In the process the topography 
of the land surrounding Jerusalem will be 
forever changed.

The whole land, from Geba to Rimmon, 
south of Jerusalem, will become like the 
Arabah. But Jerusalem will be raised up and 
remain in its place, from the Benjamin Gate 
to the site of the First Gate, to the Corner 
Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to 
the royal winepresses. It will be inhabited; 
never again will it be destroyed. Jerusalem 
will be secure.(Zech. 14:10-11)

The Arabah contains the Jordan River 
valley and the Dead Sea and continues 
to the Red Sea. It’s the lowest place on 
Earth, over 1300 feet below sea level at 
the Dead Sea. The area south of Jerusalem 
will be lowered to match it, while the city 
itself will be elevated. And finally, for the 
first time in thousands of years, it will be 
secure, a City of Peace at last. Judah will be 
inhabited forever and Jerusalem through all 
generations. (Joel 3:20)

But wait, there is more:

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 
for Jerusalem’s sake I will not remain quiet, 
till her righteousness shines out like the 
dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. The 
nations will see your righteousness, and all 
kings your glory; you will be called by a 
new name that the mouth of the LORD will 
bestow. You will be a crown of splendor in 
the LORD’s hand, a royal diadem in the 
hand of your God. “(Isaiah 62:1-3)

About 150 years after Isaiah wrote these 
words, the Lord revealed Jerusalem’s new 
name to Ezekiel. Ezekiel 48 describes how 
the Promised Land will be divided among 
the tribes in the Millennium and includes 
the allocation for the Temple and the Holy 
City. In the very last sentence of the last 
verse in the book, the Lord had Ezekiel 
write;

And the name of the city from that time 
on will be: THE LORD IS THERE (Ezekiel 
48:35)

You can almost hear the footsteps of the 
Messiah.

Source: – www.gracethrufaith.com

When it looks as if all 
is lost, the Lord will 

descend to the Mount 
of Olives, to the very 

place He departed from 
nearly 2000 years ago 

just as it is foretold
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A Letter from Ireland

Dear Pastor Tweedie,  

I am deeply moved by your work for the Lord, for the Jewish people, and for all of us in your teaching 

of prophecy and the end times. We have watched your programs about Israel many times  on TV and 

admire your courage in broadcasting from some of Israel’s most volatile locations. 

We visited Jerusalem last year from Drogheda, Ireland for a very special reason. My son, Brandon, 

is twenty-one and autistic. He attends a special post-school facility daily in Dundalk, Co. Louth.  My 

daughter, Georgia, is fifteen. She has Spina Bifida, Hydrocephalus and epilepsy - and some related 

complications. She also attends a special school. We went to Jerusalem as Brandon’s main hobby is 

places and countries which he looks at daily through the internet, but he picked out Jerusalem a long 

time ago as a city he’d love to visit above any other. It was difficult for us that he chose somewhere so 

far away, but fortunately he also chose somewhere that we all wanted to see very much, for spiritual 

reasons, as we have all been studying God’s Holy Word very intensely for the past two  years.

We believe that it was imperative that we should visit Israel at that time. Given Brandon’s inability 

to participate in other hobbies or interact with others, and both of our children’s uncertain future, 

I committed myself to making Brandon’s dream come true - and ours too. We sacrificed to go 

in the belief that it was no accident that Brandon was inspired to communicate to us - and his 

communication skills are quite poor - that he wanted us all to go to Jerusalem.

We are a very genuine Christian family who share a special love for the Jewish People.  My 

wife, Lorna, and I are telling all we know about the special love we have for the Jewish people, our 

appreciation of the fact that they are the apple of God’s eye, and that land of Israel is sanctified. We 

pray that we may be able to encourage others to see things as we do…  

We have only come to learn in the last year or two of the real significance and importance to God 

of the Jewish people and the State of Israel. I should mention that my wife, who is Anglo Indian and 

was raised a Christian, has a number of Jewish ancestors about whom we knew nothing really, but I 

have carried out painstaking research which has produced the family tree of Lorna’s Jewish heritage. 

I have also located the whereabouts of the internments of some of them in Willesden Jewish 

Cemetery, London, England. 

I am writing to ask a favour which I fear may be rather irregular, but I would be honoured if you could 

consider my request and pray about it in view of our circumstances. We believe we need your  ‘Why 

Israel Basic Course’ which I cannot afford to buy - and am wondering if we could, as a onetime gift,  

receive this without charge. We do not have the resources to buy teachings very often, as having 

two  children with special needs incurs a lot of extra costs - medicines, teaching aids, equipment and 

therapy. We can seldom afford extra expenditures since we put all our money into financing the trip 

to Jerusalem. I’m attaching letters from our doctor confirming that our children have special needs.

 I look forward to hearing from you and of course will understand if you are for any reason unable to 

facilitate my request. Thanking you in anticipation and with kind regards to you, your family and your 

Ministry.

In Yeshua’s Love,

David B. 

Dublin, Ireland

Editor’s Note: This heartfelt request has been acknowledged by Christians for Israel, Canada and a 

‘Why Israel?’ course  sent  to, and received by, David and his family. May the truth it contains be a 

blessing to the people of Ireland

Romney’s Remarkable Speech in Jerusalem
By Daniel Pipes 

Mitt Romney, the all-but-official Republican presidential 
candidate, delivered a stem-winder of a speech to the 

Jerusalem Foundation today, packing emotional support with 
frank policy statements. The contrast with Obama could 
hardly be more dramatic. Indeed, one could go through 
the speech and note the many refutations of Obama. For 
example, the opening comment that “To step foot into 
Israel is to step foot into a nation that began with an ancient 
promise made in this land” directly contrasts with Obama’s 
crabbed statement in Cairo about “the aspiration for a Jewish 
homeland [being] rooted in a tragic history.” 

Also, in contrast to the nonsensical Obama 
administration stance on Jerusalem – sneaking in changes 
to captions that identified it as such and going through 
verbal gymnastics to avoid calling it that – Romney came 
out and plainly called Jerusalem “the capital of Israel.”

Many of his statements are paeans to the Jewish state and 
its extraordinary ties to the United States. Some quotations, 
with my additions in italic on the key words in each quotation:

Our two nations are separated by more than 5,000 miles. But 
for an American abroad, you can’t get much closer to the ideals 
and convictions of my own country than you do in Israel.

It is my firm conviction that the security of Israel is in the 
vital national security interest of the United States.

We have seen the horrors of history. We will not stand 
by. We will not watch them play out again. It would be 
foolish not to take Iran’s leaders at their word. They are, 
after all, the product of a radical theocracy. … We have a 
solemn duty and a moral imperative to deny Iran’s leaders 
the means to follow through on their malevolent intentions.

Our alliance runs deeper than the designs of strategy 
or the weighing of interests. The story of how America – 
a nation still so new to the world by the standards of this 
ancient region – rose up to become the dear friend of the 
people of Israel is among the finest and most hopeful in our 
nation’s history. Different as our paths have been, we see 
the same qualities in one another. Israel and America are in 
many respects reflections of one another.

The enduring alliance between the State of Israel and the 
United States of America is more than a strategic alliance: 
it is a force for good in the world. America’s support of 
Israel should make every American proud. We should not 
allow the inevitable complexities of modern geopolitics 
to obscure fundamental touchstones. … A free and strong 
America will always stand with a free and strong Israel.

By history and by conviction, our two countries are 
bound together. No individual, no nation, no world 
organization, will pry us apart. And as long as we stay 
together and stand together, there is no threat we cannot 
overcome and very little that we cannot achieve.

But of the whole speech, it is the final words that most 
struck me: “May God bless America, and may He bless and 
protect the Nation of Israel.” When last did a politician ask 
the Lord to protect another country and not his own?

Comments: (1) Obama and Romney stand as far apart 
on Israel as they do on the sources of economic growth.  
(2) Over and over again, Romney returned to the moral 
bonds between the two countries; yes, there are mutual 
benefits from our connection, but ultimately it reflects 
something higher and greater than any of us. (3) Were he 
elected, it will be fascinating to watch to what extent the 
outlook expressed today will convey to the workaday 
policy issues. I expect it will substantially convey.

July 29, 2012 update: (1) Josh Katzen of the new  
JNS.org news service notes the contrast between Romney’s 
saying, “I look forward to my family joining his [i.e., 
Netanyahu’s] this evening as they observe the close of this 
fast day of Tisha B’Av” and Obama’s snubbing Netanyahu 
at the White House when Obama went off to have dinner 
with his family in March 2010, leaving the Israeli prime 
minister to cool his heels.

(2) The Menachem Begin Heritage Center points out 
that Romney quoted Begin three times in his speech, not 
something that American presidential aspirants do every day.

Source: - danielpipes.org,
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Aliyah 
Continues 
From The 
Ukraine To 
Israel
By Koen Carlier

The weeks just before Jewish New Year 
in the Ukraine are always busy with 

various trips to the embassy and to the 
airport with lots of young people leaving 
for study programs in Israel set up by 
the Jewish Agency. Here are some recent 
highlights from our Aliyah field work in the 
Ukraine :

Wednesday, 29th of august: we drove 
three Olim (immigrants to Israel) to Kiev 
airport.

Thursday, 30th of august: we met with 
Jewish Agency representatives to plan 
study trips for the month of September. 
One of our passenger vans is in the garage 
for repairs, the second time for the same 
electrical problem.

Tuesday, 4th of september: we did 

pick ups from the cities of Mogolov-
Podolsky and Vinnitsa and the little village 
of Paninka. We used two passenger vans 
to bring a group of 25 children and their 
parents, first to the Jewish Agency in Kiev 
for a farewell party and explanation, and 
then to Kiev airport as part of a program 
sponsored by the Jewish Agency. These 
particular young people will study in Israel 
for one year, but most of them will choose 
to remain in Israel after their studies forcing 
their parents to consider if, or when, they 
should make Aliyah, also.

Wednesday, 5th of september: another 
busy day: once again we used two 
passenger vans to bring young people to 
the Jewish Agency in Kiev and then to the 
airport. That evening, a second group 34 
young people left for Israel, among them 
one Jewish orphan who will be placed in 
a special program of study lasting three 
years. Almost all of these young people are 
experiencing a plane ride for the first time.

Thursday, 6th of september: we drove 
a Jewish man called Leonid, who has been 
diagnosed with cancer and desperately needs 
an operation in Israel, to the Israel Embassy 
in Kiev so he could apply for an immigration 
visa. We traveled through the long night in 
order to arrive at the embassy by 8am the 
next morning when it normally opened. 

monday 10th of september: 
we collected three young people 
from the cities of Tulchin, 
Vinnitsa and Chmilnitsky and 
took them to Kiev airport.

Tuesday, 11th of september: 
since Leonid now had the 
necessary documents, we took 
him to the airport with his wife 
where they shared a tearful 
goodbye. Her papers are still 
in process. During the trip, we 
shared with the family about 

the organization Christians for Israel, and 
explained why we do what we do to help 
them, reminding them that their lives and 
ours are in God’s hands.  Many tears were 
shed both before and after Leonid finally 
passed through Passport Control. That same 
day 7 Olim left for Israel, among them a 
very pregnant woman whose child would be 
born in Israel. 

Wednesday, 12th and Thursday, 13th 
of september: we welcomed hundreds of 
Chassidic Jewish people at the airport in 
Vinnitsa. They were on their way to Uman 
to celebrate the Jewish New Year. The 
famous Rabbi Nachman is buried there. I 
spoke with two Jewish men, one who made 
Aliyah ten years ago from the Caucasus 
and the other an American who made 
Aliyah only two months ago.  Meanwhile, 
our driver, Igor, drove through the night to 
bring three people to the Israeli Embassy 
for their initial 
interviews.

Friday, 14th of 
september: we 
a c c o m p a n i e d 
Holocaust Survivor, 
Arkady Weiner, on 
a visit to his birth 
village, Manivtsi 
, near a forest 

where there are two large Jewish mass 
graves containing the remains of more than 
5000 Jews who were killed by the Nazis. 
Arkady’s mother and three sisters are buried 
there. Only Arkady, and another lady, 
managed to escape the massacre when they 
were small children. 

sunday,16th of september: we joined 
with the Jewish Community as they 
celebrated the  Jewish New Year. We wished 
them a blessed, happy and sweet New Year 
and shared our desire for them to make 
Aliyah! We also distributed 60 food parcels 
to those in need.

Our busy work continues... but thanks 
to your prayers and contributions, we can 
continue this important prophetic work to 
help the Jewish people in practical ways 
and to encourage them to go home to Israel 
from the Ukraine!

Note: Koen and Ira Carlier are 

Christians for Israel’s field workers in 

the Ukraine and former Soviet Union.
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 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14
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      Visit www.c4i.ca to view
The Prophetic Connection online!

INTRODUCING OUR
NEW TV SERIES

FILMED ENTIRELY IN ISRAEL!


