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For Israel, a truce is the worst of all worlds: Tied hands, 
Hamas unbowed
By Ben Hartman

Jerusalem, Cairo and Gaza were all 
waiting for US Secretary of State Hillary 

Clinton to arrive Tuesday night, Nov. 20, 
for tying up the ends of a Gaza ceasefire 
accord. Until then, Israel held back from its 
approval and the Palestinians were hurling 
as many deadly missiles as they could.

Debkafile’s analysts say that by giving 
in to international pressure for a ceasefire, 
Israel’s leaders Prime Minister Binyamin 
Netanyahu, Defense Minister Ehud Barak, 
Foreign Minister Avigdor Lieberman would 
show they have failed to learn from their 
predecessors’ mistakes in ending the last 
two wars against terrorists inconclusively 
and prematurely.

After those wars, Israeli civilians were 
again thrust into the front line against 
missiles. In 2006, it was the population 
of northern Israel; in 2012, a million 
people living in southern Israel are in this 
intolerable predicament.  And after Hamas’s 
rockets reached Tel Aviv and Jerusalem for 
this first time in this round of Palestinian 
missile aggression, the next round  will 
no doubt spill over into the central Israeli 
heartland as well. Tens of thousands of 
soldiers and reservists were meanwhile held 
on the Gaza border in suspense for a ground 
incursion. They stood there and watched 
as the missiles flew over their heads to 
explode in their towns and villages and in 
Cairo, the politicians wrangled over an 
early ceasefire.

Operation Pillar of Cloud was kicked off 
Nov. 14 with the targeted assassination of 
one of Israel’s most implacable enemies, 
Ahmed Jabari, commander of the Hama 
military wing, amid high hopes that 
this time it would be different. They 
were heartened by the IDF’s recovery 
of its legendary speed, precision and 
inventiveness and trusted the troops to 
finish the job left undone by Cast Lead in 
2008.

Israel’s political and military leaders 
fervently vowed not to stop until lost 
deterrence was regained, Palestinian missile 
and terror capabilities were degraded and 
the people of the south could at last lead 
normal lives. Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
were caught off-balance by the loss of the 
Hamas commander in chief and the highly 
successful air operation which followed. 
But instead of seizing this moment for rapid 
in-and-out, lightning ground incursions 
against well-defined targets, the three 
Israeli ministers paused.

The chance then passed into the hands 
of the terrorists who used it to send their 
Iran-made missiles against Greater Tel 
Aviv and Jerusalem. At that instant, they 
multiplied their million targets to five. 

Israel responded by calling up 75,000 
IDF reserves and pouring 68,000 troops 
onto jumping-off stations along the Gaza 
border ready for an incursion.. One lesson 
was drawn from the 2006 conflict against 
the Lebanese Hizballah: Missiles cannot be 
stopped by air strikes.

The IDF spokesman Brig. Yoav Mordecai 
then started releasing upbeat televised 
communiqués announcing that the air 
offensive had so far deqraded 30, 40, 50 
percent of the Palestinian missile capacity. 
However, as he spoke, Hamas somehow 
managed to expand the radius and intensity 

of its missile blitz until, finally Tuesday, 
on Day 7 of the Israeli operation; they 
landed two massive salvoes of 16 Grad 
missiles each on Beersheba’s quarter of a 
million inhabitants. By then, the military 
had sensed that the three ministers running 
the operation were dithering between 
embarking on a ground operation to finish 
what they started and giving in to the 
mounting international pressure to accept 
a profitless ceasefire. With US Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton due to land in 
Israel Tuesday night, it was clear they had 
missed the boat for independent decision-
making. The Israeli public was informed 
by the media that the negotiations for a 
truce with Hamas and Jihad Islami led by 
Egypt were heavy going but approaching 
an announcement. Debkafile traces the 
progress of the negotiating process in Cairo, 
stage by stage:

1. From Friday, Nov. 16, two days 
into the Gaza operation, the three Israeli 
ministers at the helm bowed to President 
Barack Obama’s repeated requests every 
few hours for yet another 24 hours’ 
grace for Egyptian President Mohamed 
Morsi, Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip 
Erdogan and Qatar Emir al-Thani 
to conclude their bid for a ceasefire. 

2. Saturday, Nov. 17, the IDF units 
mustered on the Gaza border received 
orders to go in. Some notified their families 
by text messages.   Less than an hour later, 
the order was cancelled and they were 
pulled back after another phone call was 
received in Jerusalem from President 
Obama.

3.   By then, it was too late for Israel’s 
leaders to correct their worst strategic 
mistake. They had gone along with 
Obama’s devolution of the ceasefire 
brokerage effort  on three avowed foes 
of the Jewish state: Morsi of the Muslim 
Brotherhood; Erdogan who keeps on 
slamming Israel as “a terrorist state;” 
and the Qatari ruler, who is bankrolling 
Hamas’s purchases of sophisticated 
weapons smuggled out of Libya. The “truce 

brokers” prevented Israel from taking its 
place at the table. The Israeli delegation 
sent to Cairo was confined to exchanges 
though Egyptian intelligence officers, while 
at the same time forced to accept Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad as negotiating partners.

4. When they saw tens of thousands of 
IDF reservists standing idle on the Gaza 
border, Hamas and Jihad Islami strategists 
concluded that, while they may have lost 
the opening round of the war, they had 
gained enough momentum to make up for it 
in the days that followed.

5. Building up their stake for the 
endgame, the two terrorist organizations 
intensified their missile blitz on Israel 
and raised their terms for a ceasefire. 
Meanwhile, international pressure from 
Western leaders on Jerusalem to step back 
from a ground operation was crushing. By 
Tuesday, Netanyahu was willing to assure 

visiting German Foreign Minister Guido 
Westerwelle: “I would prefer this to end 
with a diplomatic solution. I hope we can 
achieve one, but if not, we are fully entitled 
to defend ourselves by other means and we 
shall use them.”

The Prime Minister had also come 
around to accepting Egypt’s role in 
monitoring and managing the proposed 
ceasefire and providing guarantees for 
its implementation. Netanyahu, Barak 
and Lieberman gave there consent to 
this arrangement in the face of strong 
objections from top military commanders 
and intelligence pros. The latter argued that, 
even with the best will in the world, the 
Muslim Brotherhood rulers of Egypt were 
not up to the task.

6.   The clincher was the news that US 
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton had left 
the Obama party touring the Far East and 
was on her way to Jerusalem and Cairo 
Tuesday night to tie up the last ends of an 
accord to stop the fighting in Gaza. The 
issue had acquired ramifications which 
transcend the embattled Palestinian enclave: 
For Washington, Morsi’s acceptance of a 
key role in the execution of the truce would 
signify that Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood 

had after all chosen to join the US-Israel 
orbit in preference to the radical Middle 
East camp - albeit without fanfare for 
fear of embarrassment at home and in the 
inter-Arab arena.

The Obama administration expects 
Israel to go along with this perception. 
Debkafile’s sources report that this is a 
dangerous illusion because, in the first 
place, it  does not truly represent the 
intentions or orientation  of the Egyptian 
president or the Muslim Brotherhood. In 
the second, it flies in the face of ten years of 
experience.

Even when Hosni Mubarak, a far more 
pro-Western figure, ruled Egypt, Cairo 
never upheld a single security accord 
negotiated with Israel for the Gaza Strip 
or Sinai and sponsored by Washington. 
Why would the Muslim Brothers behave 

any differently? But even if Cairo does 
take charge of the ceasefire deal, it would 
put Israel in the invidious position of 
having to run to the Egyptians to complain 
about every Hamas violation, helpless to 
do anything about the smuggling into the 
Gaza Strip of fresh and better munitions 
with more powerful multiple warheads, 
or stop the groundwork being laid for 
the next Palestinian blitz. The boast by 
government sources that the first missile 
fired from Gaza in violation of the truce 
would be met with an extra-powerful 
response unfortunately recalls the pledge 
of the former Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. 
After he disengaged Israel from the Gaza 
Strip in 2005 and pulled out every last 
civilian and soldier, Sharon declared that 
the first bullet fired from the Gaza Strip 
would be met with a powerful response. 
Since then, the bullet has evolved into a 
missile… and is still growing.

Note: The day after this article appeared, 
on Wed. Nov. 21, a ceasefire was 
announced, effective 7 pm GMT (9 pm in 
Israel)

Source: DEBKAfile online

Israeli tank fires against Gaza
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Residents desperate after 10 years of suffering
By Ben Hartman

For years the rocket barrages had become 
a sort of routine for Sderot resident 

Amir Ben-Abu, 38, until his three-year-old 
son started studying at a preschool at 
Kibbutz Kfar Aza.

“It all changed when we had our son. He 
won’t grow up here; it’s too hard for him. 
The second we have an opportunity we’ll 
leave Sderot,” Ben-Abu said on Sunday.

Only a couple of hours earlier his wife 
had called him in shock, frozen in her car 
on the side of the road, moments after 
shrapnel from a Kassam rocket crashed 
into the car in front of her, moderately 
wounding the driver, Moshik Levy, and his 
wife, Ben-Abu said.

“Things like this ruin your life. Every 
time my son hears a ‘Code Red’ [rocket 
siren] it takes years off my life,” he said.

Ben-Abu leaned against the counter of 
the Tovaleh restaurant, which sat empty 
on Sunday afternoon, as the rain poured 
down outside. The rocket from Gaza led 
a party of 25 tourists to call and cancel 
their scheduled lunch for Sunday, and a 
reservation for Monday for a group of 
Jordanian journalists touring Israel at the 
invitation of the Foreign Ministry was also 
canceled, proprietor Jacky Azran said.

“These days everyone takes care of 
themselves, no one worries about us or each 
other,” said Azran.

When asked what he is demanding 
from the government or the military, he 
suggested that the government could 
compensate businesses suffering from the 
rocket strikes, then said the IDF should 
“deal them a blow so they won’t be able to 
attack us again,” before finally saying that 
there is no solution and that after 10 years 
of suffering, people are desperate.

Sderot did appear rather desperate on 
Sunday. In the center of town the market 
was closed following instructions from the 
IDF Home Front Command, and the streets 
were largely empty except for patrolling 
police cruisers and sherut minivan 
collective taxis, though the inclement 
weather surely played a role in keeping 
people off the streets.

The rain and the rockets did not, however, 
keep Kinneret and Ariel from running their 
pre-wedding errands in the town, hours 
before they were scheduled to exchange 
vows at a ceremony in Mishmar Hanegev. 
The wedding hall is well within the range 
of Gazan rockets, but Kinneret said the 
show would go on, even though “a few 
people canceled, only a few guests from Tel 
Aviv, though.”

Hours later, Gaza rockets scored direct 
hits on a house in Sderot and on one in a 
community in the Gaza envelope. Neither 
strike caused injuries, though both houses 
suffered serious damage.

Minutes away from the center of Sderot, 
a group of volunteers manned phones at 
the Sha’ar Hanegev Regional Council 
situation room, inside a bunker at the 
council’s headquarters. Home to some 
6,000 residents, dozens of rockets have hit 
the region in the past few days, leading the 
council to cancel school and go onto a sort 
of war footing that is familiar to locals.

Oded Plut, the head of the emergency 
response team for the council, said Sunday 
was “one of the most intense days we’ve 
ever had,” but added that “we all have 

a role to play here and we follow the 
recommendations of the Home Front 
Command, with an eye toward maintaining 
the daily routine as much as possible while 
also helping keep civilians safe.”

A dry white board was covered with a 
breakdown of all the reported rocket strikes 
on Sunday, next to satellite shots of the 
council’s towns and kibbutzim, and a flat 
screen TV airing nonstop news reports of 
the rocket strikes and IDF operations in 
Gaza. As Plut spoke, the Code Red alarm 
went off, followed moments later by a 
distant boom from the horizon. A minute or 
two later, the news ticker at the bottom of 
the screen announced another rocket strike 
in the Sha’ar Hanegev region, and another 

entry went up on the dry erase board.

When asked what they do for residents 
who call in to the situation room, Plut said 
they instruct them about safety guidelines 
from the IDF and coordinate visits by social 
workers to people suffering from shock.

In small Israeli towns like Sderot and 
the communities of Sha’ar Hanegev, those 
who aren’t directly touched by the fire are 
usually only one degree of separation from 
those who are.

Sha’ar Hanegev resident Varda Goldstein 
described leaving her house for work in the 
morning when the Code Red alarm went 
off, and heading back in seconds before a 
rocket hit outside her neighbor’s home.

“I heard the Code Red and I went back 
into the safe room and heard the sound 
of the rocket going overhead and then 
heard windows exploding and felt the 
shockwave,” Goldstein said.

As with a similar direct hit on a house on 
a kibbutz in the Eshkol region during the 
last round of violence nearly two weeks 
ago, Goldstein said the rocket seemed much 
larger and powerful than a garden variety 
Kassam.

As the other volunteers watched a 
hospital bed interview with Moshik Levy 
on the TV, a gym teacher from Kibbutz 
Ruhama whom they said they all knew, 
Goldstein offered her solution to stop the 
endless stream of escalations and ceasefires 
with the Gaza Strip.

“We need to do two things: Either we 
launch another [military] operation and 
then there will be another year or two of 
quiet, or we create absolute separation from 
them. We open the [Gaza] Port, but we cut 
off the electricity and water coming from 
Israel. They want to be independent from 
us, then they’ll be independent altogether,” 
Goldstein said.

“Tell me, what country in the world 
would be willing to live like this, to let 
their grandchildren live like this, that their 
children are born into a reality of war, 
12-year-old children who never lived in 
peacetime, who don’t know any other 
language?” she asked.

Source: The Jerusalem Post

IDF Soldiers on the Gaza border
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The West sighed in relief when Rimsha Masih, the 
14-year-old Christian girl arrested in Pakistan on 

August 16 for allegedly burning pages of the Quran, was 
finally released. Yet the West remains clueless concerning 
the graphic abuses—including rape and murder—Christian 
children in Pakistan routinely suffer, simply for being 
Christian. Consider two stories alone, both of which 
occurred at the same time Rimsha’s blasphemy ordeal was 
making headlines around the world.

On August 14, another Christian girl, 12-year-old 
Muqadas Kainat (which means “Holy Universe”) was 
ambushed in a field near her home in Sahawil by five 
Muslim men who “gang raped and murdered” her. At the 
time, her father was at a hospital visiting her sick mother. 
He and other family members began a frantic search, 
until a tip led them to the field where his daughter’s body 
lay. The postmortem revealed that she had been “gang 
raped and later strangled to death by five men.” Police, as 
usual, did not arrest anyone. As a Salem News report puts 
it, “Complicating matters is the fact that several Christian 
girls in this remote area have been raped and forced to 
both marry into the Muslim community and abandon their 
own religion, human rights groups report…. there is a 
history in this part of Pakistan according to the Christian 
community, of local authorities failing to investigate cases 
of rape or other violence against Christians, often for fear of 
influential Muslims or militants.”

Similarly, on August 20, an 11-year-old Christian boy, 
Samuel Yaqoob, went to the markets of Faisalabad to buy 
food for his family, never to return. According to Wilson 
Chowdhry, Chairman of the British Pakistani Christian 
Association, “After extensive searching his body was found 
near a drain in the Christian colony, bearing marks of 
horrific torture, with the murder weapon nearby. His nose, 
lips and belly had been sliced off, and his family could 
hardly recognize him because the body was so badly burnt. 
Some 23 wounds by a sharp weapon have been identified in 
the autopsy. When sending his body for an autopsy, police 
raised the possibility of sodomy. Parts of Pakistani culture 
have a strong homosexual pederast culture, and Christian 
and other minority boys are especially susceptible to rape 
and abuse because of the powerlessness of their community 
and their despised status. In one case fairly recently, a 
Christian boy was kidnapped, raped, tortured and killed 
by a police officer, his body similarly being dumped in a 
drain.”

These were just some of the stories concerning the sexual 
abuse and murder of Pakistan’s Christian children that 
occurred last August—even as the world stood in awe at the 
Rimsha Masih blasphemy case. Here are 10 more examples, 
chosen at random from the many former documented cases:

•    Nisha, a 9-year-old Christian girl was abducted by 
Muslims, gang-raped, murdered by repeated blows to her 
head, and then dumped into a canal (May, 2009).

•    Gulfam, another 9-year-old Christian girl, was raped 
by a Muslim man. Though not killed, she was left “in 
shock and in the throes of a physical and psychological 
trauma.” During her ordeal, her rapist told her “not to 
worry because he had done the same service to other 
young Christian girls” (December, 2010).

•    Lubna, a 12-year-old Christian girl was kidnapped, 
gang-raped, and murdered by a group of Muslims 
(October, 2010).

•    Kidnapped last Christmas Eve, a 12-year-old Christian 
girl known as “Anna” was gang raped for eight months, 
forcibly converted and then “married” to her Muslim 
attacker. After she escaped, instead of seeing justice 
done, “the Christian family is in hiding from the rapists 
and the police” (October, 2011).

•    After gang-raping a 13-year-old Christian girl, a band of 
Muslims came to her house when all male members were 
away working and “mercilessly” beat her pregnant aunt 
causing her to lose female twins to miscarriage: “They 
murdered our children, they raped our daughter. We have 
nothing left with us,” lamented an older family member. 
The police went on to accuse the 13-year-old raped girl 
of “committing adultery with three men” (June, 2012).

•    A Muslim man murdered a teenage Christian girl, 
Amariah, during an attempted rape: he had “grabbed 

the girl and, under the threat of a gun, tried to drag her 
away. The young woman resisted, trying to escape the 
clutches of her attacker, when the man opened fire and 
killed her instantly, and later tried to conceal the corpse” 
(December, 2011).

•    Muslims abducted a 14-year-old Christian girl, Mehek, 
at gunpoint in broad daylight from her parents’ house. 
One of her abductors declared he would “purify her” by 
making her “Muslim and my mistress” (August, 2011).

•    Shazia, a 12-year-old Christian girl, was enslaved, raped, 
and murdered by Chaudhry Naeem, a rich Muslim 
lawyer, who was acquitted. His wife and son had 
participated in abusing the child (November, 2010).

•    Nadia, a Christian girl who was abducted in 2001 when 
she was 15-years-old and forced to marry a Muslim, only 
recently returned to her Catholic family (January, 2012).

•    A powerful Muslim businessman had two Christian 
sisters kidnapped, forced to convert to Islam, and 
“married” to him (May, 2011).

In every one of these cases, Pakistani police either failed 
to act or sided with the rapists and murderers.

The anecdotes represent a mere sampling of the 
documented atrocities committed against the children of 
Pakistan’s Christians, who amount for a miniscule 1.5% 
of the nation’s population. Then there are the stories that 
never make it to any media—stories of silent abuse that 
only the nameless, faceless victims know. For example, it 
took five years for the story of a 2-year-old toddler who 
was savagely raped because her Christian father refused to 
convert to Islam to surface. After undergoing five surgeries, 
her anatomy remains disfigured and she suffers from several 
permanent complications. Her family lives in fear and 

hiding.

How many Christian children in Pakistan are being 
mauled in silence, with their stories never surfacing?

And what animates this savagery? Discussing the 
aforementioned rape of 9-year-old Gulfam, local sources 
in Pakistan put it well: “It is shameful. Such incidents 
occur frequently. Christian girls are considered goods to be 
damaged at leisure. Abusing them is a right. According to 
the [Muslim] community’s mentality it is not even a crime. 
Muslims regard them as spoils of war.”

Indeed, here is how the late Majid Khadduri, 
“internationally recognized as one of the world’s leading 
authorities on Islamic law and jurisprudence,” explained the 
idea of human “spoils” in his War and Peace in the Law of 
Islam:

The term spoil (ghanima) is applied specifically to 
property acquired by force from non-Muslims. It includes, 
however, not only property (movable and immovable) but 
also persons, whether in the capacity of asra (prisoners of 
war) or sabi (women and children). … If the slave were a 
woman, the master was permitted to have sexual connection 
with her as a concubine.

From here, one can begin to understand the rabid 
fanaticism that possessed Pakistan’s Muslims concerning 
the Rifsha blasphemy case, which resulted in mass riots, 
Muslim threats to take the law in their own hands, and the 
dislocation of Christians, some of whom have been forced 
to live and worship in the wilderness: if infidel Christians, 
especially their children, are seen as mere “spoils” to be 
used and disposed of with impunity, certainly it must be 
intolerable for Muslims if one of these “sub-humans” dares 
to desecrate Islam’s holy book—the same book that ordains 
their inhuman status.

And herein is the true significance of the Rifsha Masih 
case: success can be measured not in the fact that this one 
particular Christian child got away from the savageries of 
Islamic law and culture, but whether her ordeal will begin 
to open Western eyes to the terrors Pakistan’s Christian 
children routinely face.

Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the David Horowitz Freedom 

Center and Associate Fellow at the Middle East Forum.

Source: Unity Coalition for Israel 
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The Rape and Murder of Pakistan’s Christian Children

Pakistan’s Christian Children are at a high risk of being viewed as ‘ghanima’ spoil. Goods to be damaged at leisure...

The term spoil (ghanima) 
is applied specifically to 

property acquired by force 
from non-Muslims. It includes, 

however, not only property 
(movable and immovable) but 

also persons... 
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The Brave Syrian 
People (TM) brand 

isn’t what it used to 
be. Even Obama is starting to tiptoe away 
from them and a lot of the people who were 
shouting last month that we needed to hurry 
up and help the Sunni Muslims kill the 
Shiite Muslims are toning it down a little.

Homs, heartland of the Brave Syrian 
People (Sunni Jihadists) has just seen the 
death of its last Christian.

The last Christian who was in the centre 
of Homs was killed, after the civilian 
population was evacuated due to widespread 
fighting.

According to the Vatican’s Fides news 
agency, 84-year-old Elias Mansour, a 
Greek-Orthodox Christian did not want 
to leave his home on Wadi Sayeh street 
– even though he knew his life was in 
danger – because he had to take care of his 
handicapped son, Adnane.

Mansour reportedly said that nothing 
would induce him to leave his home, adding 

that, if he met the rebels, “He would remind 
them about the Ten Commandments and the 
Holy Scriptures.”

That worked about as well as expected 
with Muslims. And Obama would like us 
to go to war to support the murderers of 
Mansour and the ethnic cleansers of the 
Christians of Syria… just as he did in Libya.

Of the more than 80,000 Christians 
who lived in Homs prior to the uprising, 
approximately 400 remain today.

The crime was “covered up” by 
supporters of intervention.

At the United Nations, Assad’s opponents 
could not afford to highlight Christian 
persecution in Homs, as they risked catering 
to a Russian-led campaign to preserve the 
dictator’s rule by de-legitimizing the Syrian 
rebels for their atrocities.

Ethnic cleansing, paid for by Saudi 
Arabia and Hamas-supported Qatar, is on 
the agenda here for the Brave Syrian People.

A churchgoing Syrian told me that he 
used to see himself primarily as “Syrian” 

and that religious identity, in political terms, 
was an idea that never occurred to him — 
until an opposition gang attacked his family 
earlier this year in Homs. “It’s a label they 
pinned on us,” he said. “If their revolution 
is for everyone, as they keep insisting it 
is, why are Christians being targeted? It 
is because what they are waging is not a 
struggle for freedom, and it’s certainly not 
for everyone.”

As Saudi Arabian arms and money 
bolster the opposition, the 80,000 Christians 
who’ve been “cleansed” from their homes 
in Hamidiya and Bustan al-Diwan in Homs 
Province in March by the Free Syrian Army 
have gradually given up the prospect of ever 
returning home.

Here’s how it happened for the Christians 
of Homs.

The Haddad family had no doubts about 
why they had to escape from Homs. “We 
left because they were trying to kill us,” 
said 18-year-old Noura Haddad. She is 
now staying with relations in the town of 

Zahle in the Bekaa Valley. “They wanted 
to kill us because we were Christians. They 
were calling us Kaffirs, even little children 
saying these things. Those who were our 
neighbours turned against us.

“At the end, when we ran away, we went 
through balconies. We did not even dare go 
out on the street in front of our house. I’ve 
kept in touch with the few Christian friends 
left back home, but I cannot speak to my 
Muslim friends any more. I feel very sorry 
about that.”

The Archbishop and others like him feel 
there is a lack of understanding in Europe 
about what Christians in the area are 
going through. Speaking at his diocese, he 
continued: “I have raised this with officials 
in the West, they must bring peace. The 
jihadis will not stop here, the war will 
spread to Europe. What will England be like 
in ten or 15 years?”

A lot like Homs. Obviously.

Source: Front Page Magazine

Last Christian in Homs Murdered
By Daniel Greenfield

Egypt’s Christians – Distraught and Displaced
By Raymond Ibrahim 

Reuters reported last week  that “Most 
Christians living near Egypt’s border 

with Israel [in the town of Rafah in Sinai] 
are fleeing their homes after Islamist 
militants made death threats and gunmen 
attacked a Coptic-owned shop.” Photos of 
desecrated churches and Christian property 
show Arabic graffiti saying things like 
“don’t come back” and “Islam is the truth.”

 All media reports describe the same 
sequence of events: 1) Christians were 
threatened with leaflets warning them to 
evacuate or die; 2) an armed attack with 
automatic rifles was made on a Christian-
owned shop; 3) Christians abandoned 
everything and fled their homes.

Anyone following events in Egypt knows 
that these three points—threatening leaflets, 
attacks on Christian property, followed 
by the displacement of Christians—are 
happening throughout Egypt, and not just 
peripheral Sinai, even if the latter is the only 
area to make it to the Western mainstream 
media. Consider:

Genocidal Leaflets

On August 14, El Fegr reported that 
leaflets were distributed in areas with 
large Christian populations, including 
Upper Egypt, offering monetary rewards 
to Muslims who “kill or physically attack 
the enemies of the religion of Allah—the 
Christians in all of Egypt’s provinces, the 
slaves of the Cross, Allah’s curse upon 
them…”

As a testimony to just how safe the jihadis 
feel under Egypt’s new Islamist president, 
Mohamed Morsi—who just freed a militant 
jihadi responsible for the burning of a 
church leaving several Christians dead—
the leaflets named contact points and 
even a mosque where Muslims interested 
in learning more about killing Christians 
should rally “after Friday prayers where 
new members to the organization will be 
welcomed.”

On the same day these leaflets were 

distributed, a separate report titled “The 
serial killing of Copts has begun in Asyut” 
noted that a Christian store owner was 
randomly targeted and killed by Salafis. 

Muslim Attacks on Christian Properties 
and Persons

For months, Arabic-Christian media 
have been reporting ongoing stories of 
Muslim “gangs” and “thugs” attacking 
Christian homes, abducting the residents, 
including women and children, and 
demanding ransom monies—not unlike 
what is happening to Christians in Iraq and 
Syria. In one particular case, the Muslim 
gang attacked the home of a Coptic man, 
“releasing several gunshots in the air, and 
threatening him either to pay or die.” The 
gang “picked this specific village because 
Copts form 80% of its inhabitants.” Such 
reports often conclude with an all too 
familiar postscript: Christians calling police 
for help and filing complaints, all in vain.

A Coptic Solidarity report from August 
20 titled “Copts in Upper Egypt Attacked, 
Beat, Plundered,” tells of just that—how 
Christians are being beat, their businesses 
set on fire, and their properties plundered.
Likewise, according to Al Moheet, a new 
human rights report indicates that, in Nag 
Hammadi alone, there are dozens of cases 
of Muslim gangs abducting Christian Copts 
and holding them for ransom. Concerning 

these, the Coptic Church is daily asking for 
justice and receiving none.

Christian Displacements

The exodus of Copts from their homes 
also has become an ongoing crisis, so much 
so that a recent statement by the Holy 
Synod of the Coptic Orthodox Church of 
Egypt lamented the “repeated incidents of 
displacement of Copts from their homes, 
whether by force or threat.” The statement 
also made clear that what happened in Sinai 
is no aberration: “Displacements began in 
Ameriya, then they stretched to Dahshur, 
and today terror and threats have reached 
the hearts and souls of our Coptic children 
in Rafah [Sinai].”

Indeed, back in February, a mob of over 
3,000 Muslims attacked and displaced 
Christians in the region of Ameriya, due to 
unsubstantiated rumours that a Christian 
man was involved with a Muslim woman. 
Christian homes and shops were looted 
and then torched; “terrorized” women and 
children who lost their homes stood in the 
streets with no place to go. As usual, it took 
the army an hour to drive 2 kilometers to 
the village, and none of the perpetrators 
were arrested. Later, a  Muslim Council 
permanently evicted eight Christian families 
and confiscated their property, even as 
“Muslims insisted that the whole Coptic 
population of 62 families must be deported.”

A few weeks ago in Dahshur, after 
a Christian laundry worker accidently 
burned the shirt of a Muslim man, the 
customer came with a Muslim mob to 
attack the Copt at home. As the Christian 
defended his household, a Muslim was 
killed. Accordingly, thousands of Muslims 
terrorized the area, causing 120 Christian 
families to flee. One elderly Coptic woman 
returned home from the bakery to find 
the area deserted of Christians. Rioting 
Muslims looted Christian businesses and 
homes. Family members of the deceased 

Muslim insist that the Christians must still 
pay with their lives.

The same time the media reported about 
the displacement of Christians from Rafah, 
a quarrel between two school girls—a 
Christian and a Muslim—ended when 
several “heavily-armed” Muslims stormed 
the home of the Christian girl, causing her 
family and three other Christian families to 
flee the village. When the father returned, 
he found that all his saved money and 
possessions had been plundered. When he 
asked police for help, the officer replied, “I 
can’t do anything for you, reconcile with 
them and end the problem.”

Indeed, this has been the same attitude 
of Egypt’s Muslim Brotherhood led 
government: in all of the above cases, the 
government looked the other way, or, when 
called on it, denied reality. Thus the Coptic 
Holy Synod made it a point to assert in its 
statement that “nearly one month ago the 
media had published the violations against 
the Copts but the Egyptian authorities have 
not taken the necessary measures to protect 
the Egyptian families, who have the right to 
live safely in their homes.” As for the Rafah 
incident—the only incident to reach the 
mainstream media—Prime Minister Hisham 
Qandil denied that Christians were forced 
to flee, saying “One or two [Christian] 
families chose to move to another place 
and they are totally free to do so like all 
Egyptian citizens.”

 Such governmental indifference is 
consistent with the fact that, despite 
promising greater representation for Egypt’s 
Christians, President Morsi just broke 
his word by allowing only one Copt—a 
female—to represent the nation’s 10-12 
million Christians in the newly formed 
cabinet.

Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at 
the Middle East Forum.

Source: Unity Coalition for Israel

Home, property and Christians themselves are 

being attacked, while authorities do nothing.



66 commentary December 2012

The Best 
Is Yet To 
Come?

When the victorious Barack Obama 
declared in his election night speech 

that ‘the best was yet to come’, he might 
have added a variation of John Wesley’s 
deathbed expression of faith, ‘the best of all 
is that God is with us…’ 

Wesley, whose life was devoted to the 
proclamation of God’s truth, died with 
eternity in view. Obama, on the other hand, 
expressed his view of the future against a 
backdrop of his nation’s increasing moral 
decay, its decreasing belief in God, and the 
sure erosion of biblical standards that made 
America great in the first place.

Obama has retained the presidency, 
but I’m reminded of Jesus’ words, “For 
what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world, and loses his own soul.” 
Mark 8:36.  What’s right, or wrong, with 
Barack Obama’s soul, is a matter for God 
to determine; it’s America’s soul all of us 
should be worried about i.e., the spiritual 
core of the nation. A morally strong 
America is important to all of us. The Bible 
declares, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but 
sin is a reproach to any people.” Proverbs 
14: 34.

As citizens of a democracy, Americans 
certainly have the right to choose their 
leaders. But in choosing their president 
they have also chosen his vision of the 
future. The question is: what kind of future 
will it be? As the election debate process 

clearly showed, mountains of debt, masses 
of unemployed, and millions dependent 
upon food stamps - just to survive - are not 
positive signposts to a prosperous future.

 And if America is to enjoy a good future 
at all, how will it do so when the leaders of 
its primary political parties are unwilling to 
talk to each other, much less sit down and 
find solutions to the problems that threaten 
the wellbeing of all Americans.

All is not well with the ‘State of the 
Union’. Fiscal cliffs, mountains of debt, 
and valleys of increasing poverty and 
despair loom large on the near horizon. The 
aftermath of a bitterly fought campaign that 
saw millions of dollars spent on attack ads 
denigrating opponents will make honest 
dialogue between the political parties 
difficult, if not impossible, going forward. 

It was Jesus who also wisely said, “…
Every kingdom divided against itself is 
brought to desolation, and every city or 
house divided against itself will not stand.” 
Matthew 12:25.  That’s what happened to 
the Kingdom of Israel immediately after 
the reign of Solomon. Rival factions tore it 
in two. That America is divided over two 
rival visions of the future, is an ominous 
harbinger of bad things to come. And it flies 
in the face of Obama’s optimistic rhetoric, 
especially when his is a vision of America 
that has less and less room for God or His 
biblical standards.  

And what will Obama’s second term 
mean for Israel? A worst-case scenario 
could mean a nuclear-armed Iran aligned 
with Egypt, the latter now firmly in the grip 
of the Muslim Brotherhood. It’s not difficult 
to imagine a day when both Muslim nations 
could join in a coordinated attack on Israel 
while America stands on the sidelines, 

arms folded, as the Jewish nation fights 
for its very survival. Iran is closer than 
ever to nuclear capability. Obama has said 
publically he will not allow Iran to acquire 
nuclear weapons. This declaration will be 
tested in the near future as will his already 
strained relationship with Israel. 

When I saw media images of Israel’s 
ambassador to the U.S. celebrating 
Obama’s re-election with great fanfare, I 
wondered how he could do so when Israel 
had experienced four years of Obama’s cold 
shoulder, a first term when the president 
managed to visit many of Israel’s Arab 
neighbors but never found time to visit 
Israel. Deputy Knesset Speaker Danny 
Danon, a rising star in Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu’s Likud Party, offered 
his congratulations to Obama, but was 
blunt in his remarks about the president’s 
treatment of Israel during his first term: 

“We should not be hypocrites and say 
everyone is good. Obama has greatly 
supported Islam and he will pay a very 
heavy price, he lost sympathy in the 
Jewish street and in Israel, and also many 
Christians are disappointed in him….It is 
my hope, and that of many Israelis, that the 
president resets his course relating to Israel 
and our region for the next four years.”

Our western world, including Israel, 
desperately needs a morally and militarily 
strong America to keep salivating wolves 
like Russia and China in check. A severely 
weakened America will only invite 
increased aggression from these ambitious 
carriers of communism that would lead 
inevitably to the end of Judeo-Christian 
standards and freedoms as we have known 
them.

That said, Obama’s re-election has ended 

what seemed like a brutally long and costly 
electoral process. As the winner, Obama 
gets to continue living in the peoples’ 
house, and his second term is no longer in 
doubt because the people have spoken - and 
voted - to keep him in office. As citizens of 
other nations, albeit interested onlookers 
bewildered by enormous election spending 
against a backdrop of so many hurting 
Americans, all we can say is: may God bless 
America, for without His blessing America 
will go the way of all empires that embraced 
a future without God!

May it not be so…and may God continue 
to bless America - and all of us who believe 
in Him - so the best really is yet to come!

 
 

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 
Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

John Tweedie

Obama Won, America Lost
By Ron Jager  

After spending election night banging the wall with 
my head in disbelief, I realized that what was valid 

in American politics in the past will no longer be. The 
sad fact is that Democracies are not perfect systems; 
despite the economy, despite the Middle East, despite the 
unemployment rate, the majority of the American public 
chose to go with the illusion of change rather than with the 
sacrifices inherent in dealing with reality. As for the newly 
reelected President Obama, he must confront his greatest 
challenge today, uniting a deeply divided nation and 
making the switch from campaigning to governing.

Obama’s second term, can no longer be about hope, 
the hope is largely gone. Obama will confront a daunting 
agenda, from an economy that is still largely unable to 
sustain a prosperous American society for most Americans, 
to rampant unemployment in the foreseeable future, to 
the looming “fiscal cliff” towards the end of the year. 
Internationally, the Iran nuclear threat is like a ticking 
bomb waiting to explode, and America’s standing in the 
eyes of Russia, China, and the majority of the third world 
sees Obama’s America as weak, always retreating, always 
uncertain about her role as the leader of the free world.

On Tuesday night, Bill O’Reilly was interviewed on Fox 
news, it was hours before Obama was declared the winner, 
but O’Reilly could read the writing on the wall. He was 
about to talk about what is largely taboo in the American 
political discourse, mainly that it’s all about demographics, 
which is a code word for the black and Latino communities 
who voted in bloc and in mass for Obama, opting for a clan 
mentality vote irrespective of ones personal preference. 
“The white establishment is now the minority,” O’Reilly 
said. “You are going to see a tremendous Hispanic vote for 
President Obama. Overwhelming black vote for President 
Obama. “People feel that they are entitled to things and 
which candidate, between the two, is going to give them 

things?  The demographics are changing,” O’Reilly said. 
“It’s not a traditional America anymore.”

Besides the demographics, there is something else, even 
though it didn’t show up in all of the traditional polls. When 
Obama campaigned, in speech after speech, the same thing 
would always happen. “We love you!” someone would 
shout out from the crowd. And always Obama would shout 
back “I love you back,”. I don’t think this happened to often 
if at all to Mitt Romney. The bottom line being that what 
motivated the Obama majority on Election Day is about 
who makes my life and my family’s life better. Obama 
legitimatized dependency and entitlements, making it OK 
to get something for nothing. No guilt, no Protestant work 
ethic, giving his supporters not what they need, but what 
they want. This is why Obama won, the majority of voters 
trusted and believed in him to do exactly that, more so than 
in Romney.

Romney was known as a moderate, a successful father, 
husband, businessman, and governor. He seemed like a 
nice guy, modest yet determined, always decent, yet the 
Obama campaign succeeded in making Romney seem like 
a menace, the enemy of the middle class, the one who will 
pull the plug on free lunches. Obama successfully defined 
Romney in the minds of the majority of Americans as a 
selfish unrepentant Capitalist, and the mud stuck. The 
idea that success is a function of perseverance, sacrifice, 
and education, as represented by Romney became a 
liability. Obama knows his constituency, you know, the 
“demographic changes”, and he knows that they don’t 
want to be held personally accountable for their situation. 
Making Romney the embodiment of all that is wrong in the 
Capitalist system works much better on Election Day than 
rejecting the entitlement movement.

Let’s not forget the weather - Katrina was famously 
politicized by the Democratic Party and the enlisted 

Media to beat George Bush into mince meat politically. 
Yet, with the arrival of hurricane Sandy, leaving millions 
with no heat or electricity, looters roaming neighborhoods 
still without power, no gas at the stations, followed by a 
mediocre response by the Federal agency responsible for 
mass disasters, Obama is still projected as the great savior, 
the shining black knight on a white horse. Romney could 
do no right, the weather being only a timely and convenient 
occurrence used to strengthen Obama’s standing on the eve 
of elections. Obama could have been held accountable in 
the same manner that President Bush was, but then again, 
why waste an opportunity to help Obama. Former President 
Bill Clinton saw the potential of Sandy as a win. “Getting 
off the campaign trail, putting aside politics, working with 
the Republican governor of New Jersey, the independent 
mayor of New York City, and the Democratic governors 
of New York and Connecticut,” said Clinton, in a joint 
appearance with Obama. “It was a stunning example of 
how ‘we’re all in this together’ is a way better philosophy 
than ” you’re on your own.’” Case closed.

Romney’s message to the voting public was not undone 
by the weather. Romney often exhibited moral courage 
in sharing his belief that the growing inclination towards 
dependency and entitlements rather than self initiative and 
making it on your own is America’s greatest challenge. The 
results of the election show us that American society has 
opted for a free lunch. May God help us.

Ron Jager is a 25-year veteran of the Israel Defense Forces, serving 
as a field mental health officer.  Prior to retiring in 2005, he served as 
the Commander of the Central Psychiatric Military Clinic for Reserve 
Soldiers at Tel-Hashomer, Israel. Since retiring from active duty, he has 
been providing consultancy services to NGO’s implementing Psycho 

trauma and Psycho education programs to communities throughout Israel. 

Source: The Jerusalem Connection online
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Election 2012
Surprise! We voted for God’s judgment

By Pat Boone

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, 
And the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding. 
For by me (wisdom) will your days be multiplied, 
And years of life will be added to you. 
If you are wise, you are wise for yourself, 
And if you scoff … you will bear it alone.” Prov. 9:10-12

Well, America went to the polls. At 
least 120 million or so of us did.

Over 56 million voted one way, for one 
direction, for one set of principles – and 
some 58 million voted for an entirely 
different set. And so the larger group takes 
all of us, the whole of America, in their 
chosen direction.

Without going into all the specifics, 
the lesser number voted for fiscal 
responsibility, limited government, respect 
for the Constitution and law itself, proven 
experience in management and success 
in financial matters, and adherence to 
time-honored, biblical values. For strong 
military defense, commitment to Israel and 
traditional families. Dull stuff like that.

The larger number (though just enough 
to gain dominance) enthusiastically voted 
for Big Brother socialist government, 
“redistributing the wealth,” anti-biblical 
values, geometric growth in national debt, 
a weak vacillating defense and a sapped, 
hamstrung military, relativistic disdain 
for the law and the Constitution itself, and 
more Marxists and socialists appointed to 
positions of power – including our Supreme 
Court – in the months ahead.

And the group most responsible for this 
decisive turn in our national destiny is the 
sizable group of eligible voters who stayed 
home, thereby voting for the inevitable 
outcome – by their absence, their laziness, 
their ignorance and irresponsibility

Post-election research will show, as it 
always does, that perhaps 50 percent of 
Christians and Bible-believing Jews – who 
could always win any election if they voted 
on common principle – failed to exercise 
their blood-bought privilege and duty to go 
the nearest poll and vote for righteousness. 
Theirs is the greatest guilt, in my view, and 
they will pay a price.

What “price,” you ask? 

From our beginning, birthed from a group 
of colonies by people who had little or no 
experience in operations of government, 
America was “one nation under God.” We 
flourished as an independent, self-reliant 
republic under an unprecedented 
Constitution that proclaimed equality and 
rights to life, liberty and the pursuit, not the 
government guarantee, of happiness.

For over 200 years, we were the most 
successful, admired and envied nation in 
world history. Unashamedly, we declared 
ourselves to be a Christian nation, granting 
security and protection to all faiths, creeds 
and ethnicities. Our laws demanded 
obedience to the laws of God – because they 
had proven to be the best ever conceived 
for creating and maintaining a healthy, 
productive and fair society.

We were a church - and synagogue 
- going nation. We quoted the Bible 
precepts freely and expected all citizens to 
voluntarily practice them. And because this 
worked so well and we grew so prosperous, 
we assumed that this way of life would 

just keep perpetuating itself, generation to 
generation. We literally took it for granted, 
even as more and more citizens began 
looking for “loopholes” and ways to cheat, 
to get around moral prohibitions and keep 
the society while breaking the moral rules 
that sustained it.

Politicians, trying to present themselves 
as “moderates,” increasingly caved in 
to man’s baser nature in order to keep 
themselves in office. The current president 
proclaimed himself not in favor of abortion, 
but by executive order funded pro-abortion 
advocates lavishly; as a married man 
himself, proclaimed his belief in marriage 
as a covenant between one man and one 
woman – and then “evolved” in his thinking 
to endorse same-sex “marriage.” He swore 
to defend the Constitution and defend our 
borders, then acted unconstitutionally and 
defended 14 million illegals, granting many 
full rights of citizenship.

So again, what’s the “price” we all will 
pay?

Let me give you an apt, explicit, biblical 
example. What we’ve experienced, and 
what we’re about to experience, isn’t new. 
It’s entirely predictable, and it’s just. In 
fact, I take you to the book of Judges, in the 
Bible, chapter 2.

“After that generation died, another 
generation grew up who did not 

acknowledge the Lord or remember the 
mighty things He had done for Israel.

“The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s 
sight and served the images of Baal. They 
abandoned the Lord, the God of their 
ancestors, who had brought them out of 
Egypt, worshipping the gods of the people 
around them.

“This made the Lord angry, so He 
handed them over to raiders who stole their 
possessions. He turned them over to their 
enemies all around, and they were no longer 
able to resist them.”

Do you see the lesson? Do you draw 
the parallel between God’s chosen people 
Israel and God’s modern-day most blessed 
people, America? The ancestors of both 
were blessed, protected and provided for 
– as they committed themselves to walk in 
His way, professing their faith in Him and 
looking to Him for guidance. They had 
every good thing, including capable leaders.

But throughout the book of Judges, God’s 
people rode a seesaw, now being blessed 
and then rebelling, turning from Him and 

being abandoned to the consequences of 
their unfaithfulness. Over and over again.

Finally, the wayward people decided they 
were tired of judges who demanded they 
each shoulder their own responsibilities – 
and they desired a king, who they imagined 
would take care of them, protect and guide 
them. Not God, but an earthly king.

Samuel the prophet was now old, and 
his sons took over as judges, but they 
were corrupt, greedy, accepting bribes and 
perverting justice. Sound like many of our 
elected “leaders”? So the elders of Israel 
confronted Samuel: “Give us a king to 
judge us … like all the other nations have.”

Get that? “Like all the other nations …” 
– i.e., we’re no longer exceptional, let us be 
like all the other nations. Sound familiar?

Old Samuel knew this desire was wrong 
and would lead the people even farther 
from God, into servitude, injustice and 
moral darkness. So he went to the Lord 
for guidance. But what did He say? “Do 
everything they say to you,” the Lord 
replied, “for it is Me they are rejecting, not 
you. They don’t want me to be their king any 
longer.”

From then on, for hundreds of years, the 
people suffered under foolish kings, many 
worse than the one before, still wanting 
their own way and forsaking the way of 
God who had made them great in their 
beginning. They ended in abject slavery, in 
Babylon captivity.

Don’t think that can happen to our 
America? Friend, our people have rejected 
the very same God and His way, and 
clamored after a king who has promised 
to provide, protect and lead them into a 
Promised Land where “everybody has 
everything.” So that same God must take 
His hand off those who have rejected Him 
and allow them to reap the consequences.

It’s not going to be fun.

Pat Boone, descendant of the legendary pioneer 

Daniel Boone, has been a top-selling recording 

artist, the star of his own hit TV series, a movie star, 

a Broadway headliner, and a best-selling author in 

a career that has spanned half a century. During the 

classic rock & roll era of the 1950s, he sold more 

records than any artist except Elvis Presley

Source: World Net Daily online

Editor’s Note: Pat Boone has endorsed 
Christians for Israel Canada’s two DVD 
documentary series: Israel: A Journey 
Through Time and Israel: A Journey 
of Light, as among the best he has seen 
concerning the nation of Israel. To read his 
endorsements, go to www.c4i.ca under the 
‘our video productions’ link.
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The BiRTh anD DeaTh of MoDeRn JoRDan

With increasing alarm, Mideast 
observers are beginning to say that 

Jordan’s government, now headed by King 
Abdullah II, may soon fall in a way similar 
to the Mubarak government of Egypt. For 
Israel, the consequences of this event could 
be dire, indeed.

The very existence of modern Jordan is 
the result of a series of peculiar twists of 
fate. Its brief history is the stuff of modern 
legend and diplomatic perfidy. It is a 
country conjured up by the British out of 
thin air, in the wake of post-World War I 
upheavals in the area.

The story begins with the First Zionist 
Congress in 1897, and its decision to revive 
national Israel as a Jewish homeland. Then 
came the tragedy of World War I, lasting 
from 1914 through 1918. The allied victory 
brought to an end the empires of Germany 
and Russia, as well as the Austro-Hungarian 
and Ottoman empires. The Ottoman Turks 
at that time commanded the territories of 
today’s Turkey and the land southward into 
the Arabian Peninsula. They also controlled 
the territories of Egypt and the Sudan.

But as the war approached its end, 
British troops had entered the Mideast from 
Baghdad to Damascus, to the Mediterranean 
Sea. Their victories in Palestine, as it was 
then called, finally resulted in the taking 
of Jerusalem by General Edmund Allenby, 
on December 9th, 1917. Much was made 
of this date, which in the Jewish calendar 
was the 24th of Kislev, the festival of 
Hanukkah, the anniversary of the overthrow 
of Antiochus IV, Epiphanes in 164 BC.

Allenby’s victory had been foreshadowed a 
month before by the issuance of the Balfour 
Declaration. Many in the British government 
had been disposed to grant Israel its ancient 
territory as a modern homeland. This 
sentiment was augmented by an event that 
enabled the British to move toward victory in 
the great World War. Britain had found itself 
running short of acetone, necessary for the 
manufacture of high explosives. The prospect 
of defeat loomed large.

But then, a Russian Jew, who had lived 
in England for about 25 years, rose to save 
the day. He was Dr. Chaim Weizmann,  a 
chemist who had discovered a way of 
extracting acetone from maize. He offered 
the government his discovery and saved 
Britain from certain defeat.

The Balfour Declaration

He became an instant national hero who 
could have asked for a fortune from the 
British government. But he told them that 
he didn’t desire money. Instead, he asked 
for a promise that British power might be 
used to free the territory of ancient Israel, 
making it available for occupation by 
returning Jews. The result was the famous 
declaration by Lord Balfour, (below) 
addressing Lord Rothschild, the first Jew 
ever to become a peer of the realm and 
member of Parliament:

Foreign Office, November 2, 1917 : 
“Dear Lord Rothschild, I have much 
pleasure in conveying to you, on behalf of 
His Majesty’s Government, the following 
declaration of sympathy with Jewish Zionist 
aspirations, which has been submitted to, 
and approved by, the Cabinet:

‘His Majesty’s Government view with 
favor the establishment in Palestine of a 
national home for the Jewish people, and 
will use their best endeavours to facilitate 
the achievement of this object, it being 
clearly understood that nothing shall be 
done which may prejudice the civil and 
religious rights of existing non-Jewish 
communities in Palestine, or the rights and 
political status enjoyed by Jews in any other 
country.’

I should be grateful if you would bring 
this declaration to the knowledge of the 
Zionist Federation.

Yours sincerely,

 ARTHUR JAMES BALFOUR”

It should be pointed out that the reason 
the land of Israel was consistently referred 
to as “Palestine” dates back to 135 AD, 
when the Roman Emperor Hadrian 
smashed the Jewish Bar Kochba revolt. In 
a classic insult, he gave the land the names 
of its two traditional enemies, the Syrians 
and the Philistines. It became “Syria-
Palestina,” and is still called Palestine by 
Israel’s enemies.

It should also be noted that the 
declaration carefully stated the need to 
protect the rights of Arabs living there at the 
time.

Diplomatic Duplicity

In the years following the Balfour 
Declaration and the accompanying good 
news it foretold, it could be assumed that 
all would go well for the Jews. This was 
not at all the case. The year before, in May 
of 1916, a secret agreement between Britain 
and France had been signed. It was called the 
Sykes-Picot Agreement, and it became the 
basis for the future map of the Middle East.

It mapped out the establishment of 
two new Arab states from Damascus 
southward to the Gulf of Aqaba, where the 
Ottoman Turks had ruled. The real goal of 
the infamous agreement was to establish 
British, French and international control on 
the Mediterranean coast and on the West 
Bank of the Jordan River.

And so, what began as a grant from the 
British government to the Jews, became a 
series of exercises in political subterfuge. 
Zionist planners wanted one thing; the 
British wanted another.

The western border of the Zionists’ map 
of Palestine (the new Israel) had run from 
the Mediterranean coast between Rafah on 
the south and Sidon on the north. Its new 
eastern border would have run along the 
Hedjaz Railway that ran from Damascus all 
the way to Mecca. It was a natural border 
that would have given the new Israel the 
ancient territory of ancient Manasseh, Gad 
and Reuben, lying along the east bank of the 
Jordan River. Since the Hedjaz Railway ran 
through the city of Amman, the new Israeli 
border would have approached, but not 
included the limits of that city, which is now 
the capital of present-day Jordan.

The Return of the Jewish People

In 1919 and 1920, more than ten thousand 
Jewish immigrants had come to Palestine, 
mostly from Russia. In September of 1920, 
in response to growing Arab riots, British 
authorities placed a limit on the Jewish 
influx at 16,500 people per year.

Through 1921, increasing numbers of 
Jewish immigrants came back to the land. 
Arabs living there and in the land east of 
the Jordan River - called Trans-Jordan by 
the British - began to demonstrate against 
the Jews. This included a number of attacks 
on Jewish settlements. In May of that year, 

the British High Commissioner Sir H. 
Samuel (who was himself a Jew) ordered 
the cessation of all Jewish immigration. The 
British began to demand that the influx of 
Jews should “never exceed the economic 
capacity of Palestine to absorb new 
immigrants.”

Arabs were placated, but the Jews 
became alarmed. In that same year, Winston 
Churchill was appointed as Colonial 
Secretary of the British government. Noting 
Arab objections and their resistance in 
general, he concluded that the territory east 
of the Jordan River should be closed to 
Jewish settlement. He and others felt that it 
should remain culturally Arab.

Writing to the Palestinian Arabs on March 
28th, 1921, he said, “... it is manifestly right 
that the Jews, who are scattered all over the 
world, should have a national center and a 
National Home where some of them may 
be reunited. And where else could that be 
but in this land of Palestine, with which 
for more than 3,000 years they have been 
intimately and profoundly associated? We 
think it will be good for the world, good for 
the Jews and good for the British Empire...”

If considered only up to this point, 
the statement seemed well-measured 
and benevolent to the Jews. But then it 
continued as a thinly veiled warning to the 
Jews:

“... But we also think it will be good for 
the Arabs who dwell in Palestine, and we 
intend that it shall be good for them, and 
that they shall not be sufferers or supplanted 
in the country in which they dwell or denied 
their share in all that makes for its progress 
and prosperity.”

The Creation of Jordan

In that year, Churchill met with Emir 
Abdullah, son of Sharif Hussein, who was 
already viewed as a power broker in Trans-
Jordan, and convinced him to become ruler 
of this newly-created land east of the Jordan 
river.

Abdullah told the British that he wished 
to control the land all the way to the 
Mediterranean Sea, but they persuaded him 
to limit his rule to Trans-Jordan. And thus 
was born what we now recognize as the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.

By Gary Stearman  
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The British congratulated themselves on 
having brought peace to a feuding region. 
But following the end of World War II, and 
its resulting Jewish immigration, a series 
of wars (1948, 1951, 1956, 1967, 1973) 
forced Hashemite rulers (most especially 
the late King Hussein) to deal with another 
problem. After losing to Israel in each 
of these wars, and the minor ones that 
followed, great numbers of refugees fled 
across the Jordan River.

The wording of the British mandate had 
identified Arabs living in Israel as citizens 
of the new country of Jordan. In effect, after 
Israeli statehood in 1948, they had become 
dual citizens of both Israel and Jordan. But 
after Israel won each of its wars, many 
Arabs fled to Jordan.

Wave after wave of these war refugees 
flocked into Jordan from the new state 
of Israel. Over three million had arrived 
following the 1973, Yom Kippur war, 
and closer to four million at the present 
time. Furthermore, under the 1921 British 
agreement, they are considered full citizens 
of Jordan, with all civil rights.

At present, the Jordanian economy 
is strained to the breaking point. King 
Abdullah II is faced with a growing 
challenge from within. Housing, education, 
health, and employment costs are set to 
break his bank.

The Muslim Brotherhood

As if that weren’t enough, Jordan is now 
seen as increasingly vulnerable to a rising 
tide of Islamic protest that is sweeping 
unpredictably across the whole of the 
Middle East. Now, Jordan, which for the 
ninety-one years since the fateful year 1921, 
has served as the lynchpin of support for the 
“Palestinian” movement, is itself threatened 
with collapse.

The “Arab Spring,” is now being seen for 
what it is: the rising power of the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

Looking back, the current destabilization 
of the Middle East began in December 
of 2010 with the self-immolation of a 
government protestor in Tunisia. Riots 
ensued in many other countries, including 
Lebanon, Oman, Yemen, Egypt, Syria and 
Morocco. In mid-January of 2011, the 
government of Tunisia was overthrown. 

Soon afterward, thousands of protestors 
began to gather in Cairo’s Tahrir Square, 
demanding the overthrow of Hosni 
Mubarak. Their outcry was backed by the 
U.S. government and in mid-February, 
Mubarak resigned, throwing Egypt 
wide open to the advance of the Muslim 
Brotherhood.

There is no doubt that this group would 
like to topple Abdullah II, whom they 
consider moderate and pro-Western. This 
would give them control of Israel’s eastern 
flank which, when joined to the land 
they already hold along Israel’s southern 
(Egyptian) border, would place Israel’s 
government into an ominous stranglehold.

As has so often happened in the past, 
Israel would be forced into a war as the only 
means of preserving its existence.

Ironically, the 1921 British establishment 
of Trans-Jordan subsumed all the land 
of another, earlier “Trans-Jordan.” This 
one was formed 3,500 years ago, when 
the Israelites entered the Promised Land 
and settled it in the period of 1200-1400 
BC. The tribes of Manasseh, Gad and 
Reuben were situated on the land across 
the Jordan River. Manasseh’s territory 
began near today’s Syria, and Gad’s ran 
from the Jordan River eastward to present 
day Ammon, Jordan. To the south of Gad, 
Reuben’s land ran from the east bank of 
the Dead Sea and eastward. And south of 
Reuben’s territory were Moab and Edom.

Becoming “A Perpetual Desolation”

Modern Jordan, then, is situated upon 
these ancient lands, originally laid out for 
the Israelites.

So what is to become of it? Experts say 
that, like Egypt under Mubarak and Syria 
under Bashar Assad, its days are surely 

numbered. They are saying that the Muslim 
Brotherhood, which was founded in Egypt 
in 1928 as a Pan-Islamic movement, has 
its eyes on these territories, just as it did on 
Egypt, which it now controls.

Its motto is, “Allah is our objective; the 
Quran is our law; the Prophet is our leader; 
Jihad is our way; and death for the sake of 
Allah is the highest of our aspirations.”

Its first significant rise to power was in 
1936, in opposition to British rule in Egypt. 
In a strange way, the British under Churchill 
gave the Brotherhood the strong motivation 
which brought it to power. And that cycle 
of rule seems now to have come full circle, 
as the bitter fruit of British occupation once 
again threatens the very existence of Israel.

But as much as the Brotherhood desires 
rule in the region, biblical prophets say that 
it will never happen.

The prophet Zephaniah foresees the Day 
of the Lord. Looking in four directions, he 
pronounces judgment upon the nations that 
surround Judah. Clearly, he is speaking of 
a time in our near future ... the Tribulation 
period. As he looks east, toward Moab 
and Ammon, he sees nothing but absolute 
desolation:

“I have heard the reproach of Moab, and 
the revilings of the children of Ammon, 
whereby they have reproached my people, 
and magnified themselves against their 
border. Therefore as I live, saith the LORD 
of hosts, the God of Israel, Surely Moab shall 
be as Sodom, and the children of Ammon 
as Gomorrah, even the breeding of nettles, 
and saltpits, and a perpetual desolation: 
the residue of my people shall spoil them, 
and the remnant of my people shall possess 
them. This shall they have for their pride, 
because they have reproached and magnified 
themselves against the people of the LORD 
of hosts. The LORD will be terrible unto 
them: for he will famish all the gods of the 
earth; and men shall worship him, everyone 
from his place, even all the isles of the 
heathen” (Zeph. 2:8-11).

He foresees that what, today, is the land 
around Amman, Jordan, will one day be 
like the land that now lies at the southwest 
end of the Dead Sea ... the land of ancient 
Sodom and Gomorrah. There, we find 
nothing but salty, mineral wastes. That land 
will be devastated.

Furthermore, the war that lays it waste 

seems to be that described by Ezekiel in 
his famous prophecy of “Gog, the land of 
Magog.” The aftermath of that battle brings 
forth pictures of smoke, fire and the twisted 
shards of destroyed weaponry. But the worst 
part will be the thousands - perhaps millions 
- of dead bodies.

Notice the location of their burial in the 
opening verse:

“And it shall come to pass in that day, 
that I will give unto Gog a place there of 
graves in Israel, the valley of the passengers 
on the east of the sea: and it shall stop the 
noses of the passengers: and there shall 
they bury Gog and all his multitude: and 
they shall call it The valley of Hamon-gog. 
And seven months shall the house of Israel 
be burying of them, that they may cleanse 
the land. Yea, all the people of the land shall 
bury them; and it shall be to them a renown 
the day that I shall be glorified, saith the 
Lord GOD. And they shall sever out men 
of continual employment, passing through 
the land to bury with the passengers those 
that remain upon the face of the earth, to 
cleanse it: after the end of seven months 
shall they search. And the passengers that 
pass through the land, when any seeth a 
man’s bone, then shall he set up a sign by it, 
till the buriers have buried it in the valley of 
Hamon-gog. And also the name of the city 
shall be Hamonah. Thus shall they cleanse 
the land” (Ezek. 39:11-15).

This is the aftermath of the great war that 
opens the Tribulation period. A multitude of 
combatants will drop dead in their tracks, 
leaving fields of bones that must be located 
and transferred to a massive burial site east 
of the Dead Sea ... “The Valley of Hamon-
gog,” i.e., the valley of the multitude of Gog.

This cleansing of the land of Israel, 
which takes at least seven months, has 
as its destination, the territories of Moab 
and Ammon, described by Zephaniah as a 
desolation, and by Ezekiel as a graveyard.

The Islamic Brotherhood may rise to 
obtain the land now known as Jordan, 
but they won’t keep it for long. Like 
other fanatical groups before them, they 
fanatically seek to destroy the Jews. Instead, 
they will themselves, be destroyed in the 
exact manner in which they sought to 
annihilate Israel.

Source: Prophecy in the News

The “Arab Spring,” 
is now being seen for 
what it is: the rising 
power of the Muslim 

Brotherhood.



10 opninion December 2012

PULLING NO PUNCHES
God will not be mocked
By Matt Barber

Exclusive: Matt Barber asserts Barack 
Obama has invited the wrath of the Lord

America will never 
be destroyed from the 
outside. If we falter 

and lose our freedoms, 
it will be because we 

destroyed ourselves. ~ 
Abraham Lincoln

America has forsaken her first love. 
She has finally, and fully, given 

herself over to a licentious Lothario with 
whom she has increasingly flirted since her 
youth. He is sin – and, notwithstanding full 
knowledge of 

America has tasted the poisonous fruits 
of lust, pride, passion, and envy – sloth, 
frivolity, iniquity and entitlement. She has 
tasted of their sweet deception and found 
it irresistible. She has danced in the streets, 
intoxicated by the very poison that will be 
her undoing. 

America has rebelled against God. She 
has shaken her fist at Him and arrogantly 
cried, “We don’t need you. We don’t want 
you. We know better than you. Now go 
away.”

And so He’s going away.

Hosea talks of judgment against the 
nation that “plays the harlot” before God: 
“Though they bring up their children, yet I 
will bereave them to the last man. Yes, woe 
to them when I depart from them!” (Hosea 
9:12)

I grieve for my children. I grieve for 
America’s children. Evil won on Tuesday. 
An arrogant and rebellious nation has 
chosen, for her leader, an arrogant and 
rebellious man, whose arrogant and 
rebellious party has, as Pastor John 
MacArthur put it, “adopted the sins of 
Romans 1 as their platform.” 

“This is a new day in our country,” he 
lamented. “Parties that used to differ on 
economics, now differ dramatically on 
issues that invade the realm of God’s law 
and morality.”

We have mocked God.

God will not be mocked.

“Millions of Americans looked evil in 
the eye and adopted it,” wrote Liberty 
Counsel’s Mat Staver the day after the 
election. “Abortion, same-sex marriage and 
immorality carried the day.”

Indeed, evil carried the day. America has 
willfully chosen a Democratic platform – a 
Romans 1 platform – upon which to stand. 
We have chosen a party that thrice denied 
God, and then returned his name in vain – 
amid deafening boos – to its platform. 

God will not be mocked. 

America has chosen a party that demands 
every taxpayer be complicit in the federally 
funded slaughter of the pre-born. We have 
exalted a party that seeks to – and in many 
ways has already done so – enshrine into 
law the celebration of sexual deviancy and 
mock marriage. 

The haughty peoples of four states have 
said to God, “Marriage is as we say it is, 
not as you have ordered it.” And so, though 
removed from truth, as east is from west, 
they have, at the ballot box, affirmed moral 
disorder.

Indeed, they have invited God’s wrath. 
Our president has invited God’s wrath. We 
all, through act or omission, have invited 
God’s wrath.

“The wrath of God is being revealed 
from heaven against all the godlessness 
and wickedness of people, who suppress 
the truth by their wickedness, since what 
may be known about God is plain to them, 
because God has made it plain to them. 
For since the creation of the world God’s 
invisible qualities – his eternal power and 
divine nature – have been clearly seen, 
being understood from what has been 
made, so that people are without excuse.” 
(Romans 1:18-20)

Yet excuses we give. 

We excuse sin. We call that which God 
calls an abomination, “equality.” 

We call that which God calls murder, 
“reproductive choice.” 

We call that which God calls theft, 
“fundamental fairness.” 

We “call evil good and good evil.” 

America is divided and her president 
the divider. The scales have tipped. The 
51 percent – the takers, the God-deniers 
and the subversive, now outnumber the 

makers, the seekers of righteousness and 
the patriotic.

Yet, soon after the election results were 
announced – after several hours of deep 
mourning for our nation, I found myself 
smiling. I found myself singing praises to 
the Creator of the universe: Christ, the way, 
the truth and the life. Jesus, Y’shua, the 
very image of God. 

Indeed, I found myself experiencing joy. 

Through it all, you see, He remains 
sovereign. His will is being done, even 
when it is not our own. He is faithful, 
though we are not. Victory is His. We are 
His. And so victory is ours. 

Those of us who believe needn’t win 

every battle – any battle – to which we are 
consigned. We need only remain obedient. 
We need only remain faithful to his Word 
and to his commands. We need only 
remember that “all things work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who 
are the called according to His purpose.” 
(Romans 8:28)

Truly, though God has given over a 
rebellious nation to the party of Romans 1, 
we remain the people of Romans 8: “There 
is therefore now no condemnation to those 
who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk 
according to the flesh, but according to the 
Spirit.” (Romans 8:1) 

Still, there will be condemnation for 
America. Things will get far worse before 

they get better – if they ever get better. As 
individuals, we will each stand before God 
and give an accounting – we will all face 
judgment. As a nation, we can only be 
judged in the temporal – in the here and 
now. 

Have we reached the point of no return? 
Perhaps – perhaps not. 

God is faithful. He has promised: “If My 
people who are called by My name will 
humble themselves, and pray and seek My 
face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I 
will hear from heaven, and will forgive their 
sin and heal their land.” (2 Chronicles 7:14)

Christ is faithful. He has promised: 
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of 

Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a 
wise man who built his house on the rock: 
and the rain descended, the floods came, 
and the winds blew and beat on that house; 
and it did not fall, for it was founded on the 
rock.” (Matthew 7:24-25)

The rain is descending. The floods have 
come and the winds beat down on our great 
nation. I am thankful that our forefathers, 
wise men indeed, built America’s house 
upon Christ, the Rock. 

Matt Barber is an attorney concentrating in 
constitutional law. He serves as vice president of 
Liberty Counsel Action 

Source: World Net Daily online

Famed Italian Tenor Andrea Bocelli  
Speaks of His Love for Israel
By Rachel Hirshfeld 

Famed Italian tenor Andrea Bocelli told 
the UK’s Telegraph newspaper that Israel 
“had a very special atmosphere.”

In an interview with the Travel section of 
the UK’s Telegraph newspaper, famed 

Italian tenor, multi-instrumentalist and 
classical crossover artist Andrea Bocelli 
spoke affectionately of his time in Israel.

In response to the question “Which was 
your best holiday,” he responded by saying, 
“A country that has really resonated with 
me and I was really impressed with was 

Israel. I found that the whole country had 
a very special atmosphere. I was there to 
perform but it was one of the few places 
that I’ve visited over the years that I had 
some free time to explore, and I was hugely 
impressed by all the religious history there.”

Bocelli last visited Israel in 2011, when 
he performed at Masada with members of 
the Rishon Lezion Symphonic Orchestra 
and the opera choir.

Bocelli, who was born with glaucoma and 
lost his sight at the age of 12, has performed 

all over the world in solo performances 
and with other renowned musicians.   He 
has sold over 65 million records and won 
numerous awards, including a Grammy 
in 1999.   He has performed at some of the 
most famous opera halls in the world and 
even moved his audience to tears in October 
2001, when he performed at a memorial 
ceremony at Ground Zero for victims of the 
World Trade Center terrorist attacks.

Source: Arutz Sheva online

Voting though we may, but God is in control...
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Christian Europe Adopts 
Fascism - the Arab Kind
By Richard Mather

Christian leaders could have 
stopped Hitler’s rise to power 
and his policies towards the Jews, 
but they didn’t because many 
agreed with fascist ideology. It is 
happening again.

News that around a dozen 
Christian organizations 

in Europe have signed an 
Israelophobic report calling for the 
termination of imports from Jewish 
settlements is further evidence that 
the European Church has once 
again succumbed to fascism.

The report is called Trading 
Away Peace: How Europe Helps 
Sustain Illegal Israeli Settlements 
and is a sickening indictment 
of the way many European 
Christians view the Jewish state. 
The report categorically blames 
the settlements for the obstruction 
of a two-state solution and calls on 
European countries and businesses 
to divest and ban imports from 
Judea and Samaria.

Some 22 NGOs signed off on the 
report, around half of which were 
churches or Christian charities, 
including Christian Aid, the 
Quakers, the Methodist Church in 
Britain, Church of Sweden, Finn 
Church Aid and Diakonia.

The signatories are the usual 
suspects. Earlier this year, both 
Christian Aid and the Quakers 
met with members of the UK 
government to discuss the 
implementation of a total ban of 
settlement goods, a move that 
was supported by the Methodist 
Church. Finn Church Aid has 
called on Christians not to support 
Israeli policies “that are a part of 
the conflict,” which presumably 
refers to the expansion of 
settlements in Judea and Samaria.

The Church of Sweden is an 
advocate of the Kairos document 
(2009) that says Palestinians have 
a “natural right” to the land of 
Israel. The document refers to 
the first intifada as a “peaceful 
struggle,” while terrorism is 
excused on the grounds that 
Israel is ultimately responsible for 
Palestinian Arab acts of violence 
against Jewish civilians.

Possibly the worst fact about the 
report is that it has the approval of 
Diakonia. This organization was 
founded by five Swedish churches 
in 1966 and has financed programs 
to commemorate the Islamofascist 
hate fest known as the Nakba, 
and is generally supportive of 
Palestinian political goals.

Diakonia has also helped fund 
an organization called Sabeel, 
which has been roundly criticized 
for using anti-Semitic propaganda 
to further its aims. Its founder, 
a Palestinian Anglican called 
Naim Ateek, has referred to the 
settlements as a “crucifixion 
system” in which Palestinian 
Arabs are “crucified” on a “daily” 
basis.

The fact that various 
Christians bodies are funding or 
supporting this kind of dangerous 
anti-Semitic nonsense just shows 
how easily the Church is swayed 
by Judeophobia.

Christian leaders could have 
stopped Hitler’s rise to power or at 
least moderated his policies towards 
the Jews, but they didn’t because 
many were broadly sympathetic 
toward fascist ideology.

European Christians who grovel 
at the feet of the fascistic Palestinian 
movement are no different from 
the Churches who capitulated in 

the face of Nazism. Motivated 
by a latent hostility towards the 
Jews, today’s Church is reaching 
out to Palestinian Arabs and the 
Arab world in order to establish an 
anti-Israel consensus.

I also suspect that Christian 
leaders are fully aware that because 
of immigration and demographic 
changes, Islam could well be 
the dominant religion in Europe 
in fifty years’ time. As such, 
they are resigning themselves 
to self-imposed “dhimmitude.” 
Dhimmitude, according to political 
commentator Bat Ye’or, is the 
“submission of the Christian clergy” 
to “Islamic domination of both their 
lands and peoples” in return for a 
pledge of protection or dhimma.

By siding with the Palestinian 
Arabs against Israel, they are 
safeguarding their own future.

Whatever the reason, it is clear 
that many Christians are inciting 
and aggravating anti-Jewish 
sentiment by lending their 
considerable support to a movement 
that seeks to eliminate Israel

At a time when Islamofascism is 
spreading across the Middle East 
and making inroads in Europe, it is 
distressing to see liberal Christians 
turning their backs on a democratic 
and progressive nation in favor of a 
dark and oppressive ideology like 
“Palestinianism”.

Note: The writer is a freelance journalist 
based in Manchester, England.

Greece Displaying Disturbing  
Similarities to Weimar Germany
By Amiel Ungar 

As the Greek economy implodes, 
the main political beneficiaries 
appear to be Greek neo-Nazis. 
And the Jews are targets again.

The rising power in the polls 
- and in the streets - of the 

extreme right Golden Dawn party 
in Greece is being compared to the 
rise of Nazism in Germany.

The parallels are there and 
the party is not shy about being 
anti-Semitic and employing Nazi 
and fascist symbols, such as the 
swastika and black shirts - and 
engaging in organized violence.

The conditions are similar, 
namely, an economy in freefall 
that is driving the middle class and 
even members of the upper middle 
class to below the poverty line and 
to soup kitchens and hostels.

The establishment parties 
are being blamed for putting 
the country into this mess and 
reducing Greece to a vassal state 
of the European Union and the 
IMF.

Then there is the violence 
perpetrated by the extreme left 

and the anarchists that plays into 
the hands of the extreme right, 
with adherents of Golden Dawn 
saying that it might be time for 
another Civil War, such as the one 
that played out in Greece between 
1944 to 1949 between the Royalist 
resistance and the Communist 
resistance. That  bloody interlude 
that tore families apart ended up in 
victory for the Royalists.

The left has been culturally 
provocative.  A  play in Athens 
portrays Jesus and his disciples 
as a group of homosexuals and 
Golden Dawn violently stormed 
the theater. As occurred during 
the rise of Nazism, Golden Dawn 
can count on many sympathizers 
within the police who view 
the party as allies against the 
anarchists and against the illegal 
immigrants.

Party members recently went 
into an open-air shop and asked 
vendors to display proof of legal 
status in Greece. Those who failed 
to do so had their stalls smashed 
and merchandise destroyed.

The immigrant issue is probably 
the big vote spinner for Golden 
Dawn. Even back in 2009, before 
the economic crisis had become so 
acute, the then EU Commissioner 
for immigration, Jacques 
Barrot, warned about the risk of 
“democracy being knocked off 
balance”.

Greece with its many islands 
and long border with Turkey is in 
the front line of the EU’s battle 
against illegal immigration. The 
EU promised help, but so far has 
failed. Now that Turkey is no 
longer a realistic candidate for 
admission to the EU, Brussels’ 
leverage on Ankara has dropped.

Greek Prime Minister Antonis 
Samaras talks of 1.5 million 
recent arrivals in a country of 11 
million. This illegal immigration 
wave was driving Golden Dawn, 
warned the Prime Minister, and 
the party has climbed in the polls 
to 22%. Among the young, whose 
employment prospects are dismal,  
support for Golden Dawn now 
surpasses the 25% mark.

‘It’s No Longer Tenable to be Jew’ in Academics, 
Says Professor 
By Rachel Hirshfeld 

A math teacher at the 
University and College 

Union (UCU) -- the largest 
trade union and professional 
association of higher education for 
professors, academics, lecturers 
and researchers in the United 
Kingdom --  says the institution 
has repeatedly singled out Israel 
for condemnation at its annual 
conferences and created an 
intolerant environment in which 
“it is no longer tenable to be a Jew 
in UCU”, The Telegraph reported.

Ronnie Fraser, who is suing 
the union for race and religious 
discrimination, had opposed a 
controversial motion passed by 
the union in 2007 calling for a ban 
on all Israeli academics working 
in the UK. The motion was put 
forward as part of the union’s 
campaign against the so-called 
“Israeli occupation of Palestine”.

He, along with any others 
seeking to oppose the ban, were 
consistently subjected to abuse, 
a “freezing out” by fellow trade 
union members and dismissed as 
“Zionists”, he told the tribunal 
hearing his case, which has not yet 
been settled. 

“I felt this was not in keeping 
with the union’s stance on 
equality. This was one of the many 
occasions where I felt my freedom 
of speech was stifled,” he said in a 
statement.

Jane Ashworth, another 

academic at the institution, told 
the tribunal she was accused of 
being a member of the Israeli 
Mossad when she distributed 
leaflets opposing the boycott at the 
UCU national conference.

“At this time the atmosphere 
was very bad,” she said, according 
to the Telegraph. “Jewish UCU 
members felt their rights had been 
undermined as Jews and the union 
had adopted policies and ways of 
working that cut out the possibility 
of them being heard.”

“The word boycott had a terrible 
cultural reference for Jews,” she 
added. “It has a profound and 
deep cutting effect because it 
resonated with Stalin’s Russia. 
The implication was that for Jews 
to be acceptable in society they 
must denounce other Jews.”

Fraser, a modern Orthodox 
Jew, also claims he was targeted 
by fellow members who left anti 
Semitic comments on the union’s 
own online discussion forum, 
but that his complaints were 
repeatedly ignored by the union, 
The Telegraph reported.

He said this is when he came 
to the “awful realization that my 
union was a place where overt 
anti-Semitism could not only 
be tolerated but admired and 
respected”.

The “tipping point”, however, 
came last year when UCU voted 
to reject the internationally 

recognized definition of 
anti-Semitism, he said.

Fraser said he was left 
“shaking” and “almost in tears” as 
a result of the abuse he was forced 
to endure after opposing the move, 
the newspaper reported.

In a statement the UCU’s 
barrister, Anthony White QC, said 
the union “stands firmly against 
anti Semitism” but is within 
its rights to debate motions on 
contentious topics such as the 
Arab-Israeli conflict.

“I’m not a person who gets 
easily upset but I did feel very 
upset by the way this had been 
handled - and how my view had 
been marginalized and ignored,” 
Fraser said in a statement.

“Their rejection [of this 
definition of anti Semitism] was 
not accompanied by the adoption 
of any other definition, nor even 
the promise of one. To me, as a 
Jewish member of the UCU, this 
felt like a muzzle.”

“What more curtailment of 
my freedom of speech could 
there be than the denial of the 
language to give voice to my most 
fundamental and personal fears? 
It is shocking that any group 
should be intimidated out of the 
union, discriminated against by 
officials, or have its concerns left 
unaddressed,” he added.

Source: Arutz Sheva online

...it is clear that many Christians are 
inciting and aggravating anti-Jewish 

sentiment by lending their support to a 
movement that seeks to eliminate Israel
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Gaza Mom Chooses Israeli Hospital to Save Baby

After losing 3 babies to rare birth defects 
at Egyptian hospitals, a Gaza mother 
followed doctors’ advice and took her 
fourth to Israel

A Palestinian Authority mother from 
Gaza is home with a healthy baby 

thanks to Israeli doctors in Kfar Sava, after 
a complicated surgery.

After losing three babies to rare birth 
defects at Egyptian hospitals, Jian Abu 

Agram, 31,  was faced with a difficult 
decision last year after another child was 
born last April with the same condition.

After speaking with her doctors, Agram 
took their advice and traveled through the 
Erez crossing with her infant daughter 
to Israel, where doctors at Meir Hospital 
performed intestinal surgery on the little girl. 

“When the doctors told me of her 
condition and suggested that we bring 

her to Israel, I didn’t think for a moment 
of the conflict between the two peoples,” 
Agram told the Hebrew-language weekly 
local Sharon region edition of the Yediot 
Acharanot newspaper.

“What I considered was only one thing: to 
save my girl. I couldn’t allow myself to lose 
another child.”

The infant has since recovered from 
the intricate life-saving treatment that she 

needed, and two weeks ago returned to her 
home in Gaza.

While Israel is engaged in life-saving 
efforts to help the children of Gaza, a 
leftist website last week accused Jerusalem 
of creating the latest SARS virus strain 
identified by the World Health Organization 
(WHO) in Saudi Arabia in order to attack 
“specific Arab communities.” 

Source: Arutz Sheva online

By Chana Ya’ar 

The top 10 ways Israel hopes to beat 
diabetes
Posted By Abigail Klein Leichman n 

The latest numbers 
from the World Health 

Organization indicate 
that one in 10 people has 
diabetes — more than 346 
million people worldwide. 
Diabetes means the 
pancreas doesn’t produce or 
release the hormone insulin 
as it should, so the body 
can’t metabolize sugars 
properly. Diabetes is the 
seventh leading cause of 
death in the United States.

Type 1 diabetes, or 
juvenile diabetes, is 
characterized by a lack of 
insulin production. Type 2 
diabetes is caused by the 
body’s ineffective use of 
insulin, often resulting from 
excess body weight and 
physical inactivity.

Left untreated, either 
form of diabetes can lead 
to cardiovascular disease, 
blindness and kidney 
failure. Currently, it can 
be treated by injections of 
insulin, but there is no cure.

Despite its small size, 
Israel is a major player 
in diabetes research, with 
scientists searching for 
ways to provide better 
prevention, treatment, and 
ultimately a cure for this 
globally rampant disease. 
ISRAEL21c brings you the 
top 10 projects in the field.

1. Artificial pancreas

People who have diabetes 
must check their blood-
sugar level every few hours 
throughout the day and 
night, to determine when 
and how much insulin is 
needed to balance it. A new 
artificial pancreas developed 
at Schneider Children’s 
Medical Center in Tel 
Aviv could make this task 
automatic.

The first diabetes system 
of its kind for home use, 
the MD-Logic combines 
an off-the-shelf glucose 
sensor and an insulin 
pump, connected to a 
computer that programs the 
information and stipulates 

the amount of insulin 
that should be released. 
It also conveys an alert if 
there’s a problem. So far, 
the software-driven device 
was successfully tested on 
children in Israel, Slovenia 
and Germany.

2. DiaPep 277

The largest and most 
advanced study ever 
involving Type 1 diabetes 
patients, encompassing 
trials in Israel, Canada, the 
United States and a dozen 
European countries, is 
centered around an insulin 
alternative developed at 
Israel’s Andromeda Biotech.

The synthetic peptide 
DiaPep277 seems to halt 
the progression of this form 
of the disease, in which a 
haywire immune response 
actually kills the insulin-
producing beta cells in the 
pancreas.

If the peptide successfully 
modulates the immune 
system, it could be given 
to patients at an early stage 
of the disease in order to 
preserve still-functioning 
beta cells. Final clinical 
results are expected in 2014.

3. Gastric stimulator

DIAMOND, made by 
the Israeli medical device 
company MetaCure, is 
an implantable gastric 
stimulator with electrodes 
attached to the outer 
stomach muscles. Its 
original purpose was 
to treat obesity by 
enhancing stomach muscle 
contractions for a greater 
feeling of fullness, and 
to stimulate the release 
of hormones influencing 
hunger, satiety and the 
absorption and metabolism 
of nutrients.

But its developers 
discovered that in the 
hundreds of people 
implanted with DIAMOND 
worldwide, the device also 
effectively controls blood 
glucose levels as well as, 
or better than, synthetic 

insulin and other diabetes 
medications. It also helped 
improve diabetes-associated 
conditions such as high 
blood pressure, cholesterol 
and triglycerides.

4. Medical smartphone

LifeWatch V, the world’s 
first medical smartphone, 
is an Android-based phone 
with embedded sensors to 
analyze everything from 
blood glucose levels to 
body fat percentage. Blood-
glucose test strips can 
be inserted into a portal 
on the phone’s stainless-
steel frame, and results are 
automatically and securely 
sent to a remote server for 
analysis by the company’s 
proprietary algorithms. 
Results and trend data are 
quickly shared with the user 
and/or a parent or healthcare 
provider via email or text 
message.

Now in the process of 
regulatory approvals in 
Israel, Europe and the 
United States, LifeWatch 
V was designed by 
LifeWatch Technologies to 
be user-friendly for anyone 
from children to seniors. 
Young diabetes patients are 
a core target group because 
the device will help parents 
monitor their children’s 
daily testing and treatment 
while they are at school.

5. Transplanting insulin-
producing cells

One of the promising 
approaches in treating Type 
1 diabetes is to transplant 
healthy insulin-producing 
beta cells into the pancreas. 
A new technique developed 
by Ben-Gurion University 
Prof. Smadar Cohen 
increases the survival 
and effectiveness of these 
transplanted cells.

Her breakthrough 
approach, currently being 
tested on diabetic mice, 
involves surrounding 
the transplanted cells 
with a three-dimensional 

SmartMed’s programmable  pillbox

The SMartMed’s programmable pillbox 
is designed to increase compliance with 

prescription meds, and can also manage 
healthcare remotely.

According to the American Heart 
Association, the number one problem in 
treating illness today is getting people 
to take their medication in the right way. 
About half of prescription drugs are 
simply not taken as prescribed, and in the 
United States it’s estimated that 10 percent 
(30% in the over-65 group) of all hospital 
admissions result from non-compliance.

This a niche that new Israeli technology 
company Vaica aims to address with a 
programmable “smart” pillbox that can be 
filled by hand or preloaded at the pharmacy.

Vaica’s SimpleMed is a cloud-
communicating device that can be 
programmed for seven days a week, at four 
different intervals throughout the day. It 
sends flashing light and sound reminders 
when a pill needs to be taken, and if desired 
can alert primary caregivers or the Vaica call 
center when a pill is skipped. After a slot 
has been opened and the contents removed, 
the pill is registered as taken.

When paired with other Bluetooth-
enabled devices such as glucose, weight 
or heart rate monitors, SimpleMed acts as 
a transformative medical device to help 
manage healthcare from home – giving 
people extended levels of independence and 
an improved quality of life.

Chosen for clinical trials

“Medication compliance is the center of 
healthcare management,” says Vaica CEO 
Gil Margalit.

He tells ISRAEL21c that health-
monitoring devices are like indicators and 
gauges on the automobile. Without knowing 

how often a patient is taking prescribed 
medication, if at all, doctors can’t rely 
on those devices to help determine what 
strategies to take.

“All of a patient’s vital signs can now 
be cross-referenced and compared to their 
medical records, letting doctors intervene 
before a patient’s health deteriorates,” he 
says.

The SmartMed screen can be 
programmed to deliver customized 
messages to patients in need of special 
reminders: “Take me after a meal” or “with 
water” can be especially useful for people 
who might be taking five, 10 or 15 pills 
a day. The device can also be used as a 
two-way communication system to alert the 
call center of a medical emergency.

There are other automated pill dispensers 
on the market, but none as straightforward 
to use, and as “connected,” says Margalit, 
who notes that the user can choose to have 
the Vaica call center manage all the details 
remotely.

For its ease of use, Vaica’s platform 
has been chosen by McGill University in 
Canada to assure medical compliance in 
a six-center North American clinical trial 
on children’s kidney disease. Margalit says 
that the trial’s head started working with a 
competitor’s device and gave up as it was 
complicated to use and gave the young 
patients alerts at inappropriate times.

In one clinical study in Israel, compliance 
among chronic heart failure patients jumped 
from about 70% to more than 95% when 
SmartMed was introduced. Margalit is 
waiting to hear how this improvement 
contributed to the overall health outcomes 
of the patients.

Source: Israel 21c Newsletter
Continued on page 13
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The Middle East Crises of 2013 Are 
Already In Dress Rehearsal 
By Barry Rubin

If 2011 was the year of the Arab Spring, 
2013 looks to be the year of the Arab 

Fall.    The hopes of quick, easy democracy 
have already been eclipsed by the rise 
of radical Islamist groups, which are no 
less extreme for coming to power through 
elections. And so the coming months are 
likely to see more disillusion, violence, and 
the entrenchment of Islamist regimes.

Let’s start with the Gaza Strip. Hamas is 
determined to fight Israel in the belief that it 
can win total victory. Its five years in power 
have had no moderating effect and it doesn’t 
care how much of Gaza is destroyed, how 
much the people there suffer, or how many 
are killed. It puts a priority on jihad and 
hopes that international pressure will always 
stop Israel from continuing its retaliation 
too long, much less overthrowing the 
regime there.

Hamas may be moved by fearing that 
the regime might fall, the people might 
turn actively against it (but with Fatah not 
trying to overthrow Hamas a real internal 
threat is unlikely). But the key factor is how 
much help Hamas can expect from Egypt. 
Right now and in the current war, Egypt 
is still cautious. The regime hasn’t really 
entrenched itself in power, begun Islamizing 
the country, and consolidated control over 
the army. But in the coming months, as the 
regime needs to distract its peoples attention 
from failures and mobilize support the 
next war with Hamas might involve some 
higher level of Egyptian involvement. And 
that would really be a conflict to shake the 
Middle East.

Then there was the place where hope for 
democracy was greatest, Tunisia, where 
the dramatic events of 2011 began. The 
Muslim Brotherhood won with just over 40 
percent of the votes—with the secularists 
split into four rival parties—and formed 
a government that was to oversee the 
transition and prepare a constitution.

Now, however, there is a violent 
Salafist movement which has clashed 

with secularists and is trying to impose its 
brand of Sharia on the society. There have 
been street battles, deaths, and attacks on 
police stations. A local secular party leader 
was murdered by Islamists; an Islamist 
stabbed a police chief and in response to 
that attacker’s arrest, hundreds of armed 
Salafists went into the streets threatening 
retaliation. Rioters torched the American 
school, attacked the U.S. embassy, and 
plotted to kidnap several members of 
Tunisia’s small Jewish community.

Islamic clerics are increasingly outspoken 
in their demands for a total transformation 
of the country. That doesn’t mean they 
will win but it does mean there will be 
a growing atmosphere of intimidation, 
violence, and extremism. Despite a lot of 
talk and some international conferences 
with lots of air travel and nice banquets, 
there has been no massive international aid 
effort for Tunisia. Tourism is plummeting.

The “moderate” Islamist Rachid 
al-Ghannouchi, gives speeches to loyalists 
explaining that it will take time to impose 
Sharia law.   First, the Islamists have to get 
their people into controlling the government 
ministries and the army.

Everything that’s been happening in 
Tunisia has been taking place on a far larger 
scale in Egypt. We still haven’t seen a draft 
of the constitution but since it is being 
written by the Brotherhood and Salafists 
the limit on Islamist dictatorship will 
only be what they are willing to put into 
it as a sign of their patience and caution. 
The army was quickly taken over with the 
forced retirement of lots of officers and 
their replacement by opportunists willing to 
follow the Brotherhood’s orders.

During the coming months, we can 
expect to see more attacks on Christians, 
women rejecting Islamist restrictions, 
and secularists. Assaults on American 
institutions in these two countries are 
quite likely, even if there is not some 
new offensive video. What is especially 

disconcerting is the growing data on the 
formation of terrorist groups.    In the Sinai 
peninsula, , there is already a low-level 
war going on as Salafists launch attacks on 
dissidents, police stations, and across the 
across the border into Israel.

One factor that has definitely not changed 
in Middle Eastern politics is how violence 
and killing—or the threat to do so—is not 
just a last resort, it’s the first resort.

For example, a Syrian opposition 
activist and a pro-Hizballah Lebanese 
journalist were being interviewed on 
Al-Arabiya television, the more moderate 
rival of al-Jazira. The activist, Ammar 
al-Qurabi, director-general of the National 
Organization of Human Rights in Syria, 
at one point remarked that Hizballah 
Secretary-General Nasrallah would end 
up being found hiding in a sewer like, he 
said, Libyan dictator Muammar al-Qadhafi. 
He might also have mentioned that Iraqi 
dictator Saddam Hussein was captured 
while hiding in a hole. Both former 
dictators were executed.

The journalist, Ghassan Jawwad, angrily 
responded, “You will be killed” for saying 
that. The host tried to calm Jawwad in vain.

Qurabi later remarked, “This is their 
response to any attempt at dialogue,” he 
said. A Lebanese friend of mine once 
remarked that a Syrian official could never 
say anything without including a threat. And 
thus Qurabi added, “This was the basis for 
the revolution in Syria.” But it is also the 
basis for the death of tens of thousands in 
Syria and increased violence in Lebanon.

Three events that might not make it into 
2013—they could take until 2014—but 
whose signs will be increasingly visible, are:

•  The end of the Syrian civil war with the 
overthrow of the Bashar al-Asad regime and the 
coming to power of a rebel coalition dominated 
by the Muslim Brotherhood and Salafists.

•  An economic crisis in Egypt that will 
drive the Brotherhood regime—and 

simultaneously give it an excuse—toward 
greater extremism, a crackdown on 
dissidents, and a growing hysteria against 
the United States and Israel.

•  Iran obtaining nuclear weapons or being 
attacked by Israel.

In Libya, though,  things may move 
more quickly. There, in contrast to Egypt 
and Tunisia, there is no Islamist regime to 
appease the Salafists or keep them under 
control. The killing of four Americans in 
Benghazi seems like a prelude to a new 
Libyan civil war. Radical Islamists, with 
support from some of the armed militias that 
did or did not join the country’s army, try to 
overthrow what they see as a Western puppet 
regime despite its winning an election.

The bitter fruits of the Obama 
Administration’s pro-Islamist policy will 
be increasingly visible. The only question is 
whether the Obama Administration will still 
be around to respond ineffectively or even 
to keep helping the anti-American forces.

Barry Rubin is director of the Global Research 

in International Affairs (GLORIA) Center and 

editor of the Middle East Review of International 

Affairs (MERIA) Journal.  His latest book, Israel: 

An Introduction, has just been published by Yale 

University Press.  Other recent books include  The 

Israel-Arab Reader  (seventh edition),  The Long War 

for Freedom: The Arab Struggle for Democracy 

in the Middle East  (Wiley), and  The Truth About 

Syria  (Palgrave-Macmillan). The  website of the 

GLORIA Center    and of his blog,  Rubin Reports. His 

original articles are published at PJMedia.

latticework of nurturing blood vessels. 
The biologically engineered tissue 
secretes growth hormones and helps cells 
communicate with one another.

6. Glucose-sensing enzyme

Researchers at the Hebrew University 
and Hadassah University Medical Center 
of Jerusalem have identified the body’s 
glucose-sensing enzyme that prompts 
production of insulin-producing beta cells 
in the pancreas as blood sugars increase.

The groundbreaking multi-year study, 
funded with the support of the Juvenile 
Diabetes Research Foundation and reported 
in the journal Cell Metabolism, could lead 
to ways of restoring or increasing beta cell 
function in people with Type 1 diabetes.

7. Predicting risk to prevent diabetes

A study involving 37,000 Israeli 
teenagers over a 17-year period found that 
an elevated body mass index (BMI), even 
in normal range, at adolescence and at 
adulthood are independently associated 
with the risk of diabetes and heart disease. 
During the study period, 1,173 new cases of 
Type 2 diabetes were diagnosed among the 
test group.

Another Israeli study involving 677 
mostly male middle-aged Israeli workers 
showed that people who suffer from 
job-related or other kinds of emotional 
“burnout” may be prone to developing 
Type 2 diabetes as a result of stress-caused 
emotional exhaustion, physical fatigue and 
cognitive weariness.

A third study, involving 185,000 pregnant 
women, statistically proved for the first 
time that the common test used to detect 
temporary gestational diabetes in women 
and their children also accurately predicts 
adult-onset Type 2 diabetes later in life.

The take-home message from all three of 
these studies is that early intervention in the 
form of lifestyle and diet counseling could 
prevent many cases of Type 2 diabetes.

8. Israeli diabetes researchers look for a 
cure

Five Israeli immunologists, cell biologists 
and beta cell experts have won grants of 
up to $130,000 per year for up to three 
years toward researching cures for Type 1 
diabetes, thanks to a joint program of the 
Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation 
and the Israeli government-funded Israel 
Science Foundation (ISF).

The funded projects include Dr. Benjamin 
Glaser’s work method of inducing insulin-

producing beta cells to replicate; Michael 
Walker and Yoav Soen’s development 
of therapeutic tools to create functional 
beta cells; Yehiel Zick’s research to better 
understand the mechanisms behind a gene 
that protects pancreatic beta cells from 
destruction; Ofer Mandelboim and Angel 
Porgador’s development of an antibody to 
block a receptor used by immune system 
“killer cells” to destroy beta cells in the 
pancreas; and Yoram Reiter’s establishment 
of the foundation for a novel antibody-
based immunotherapeutic approach to 
prevent and treat the disease.

9. The Dead Sea

The mineral-rich Dead Sea has long 
been known as a natural treatment for 
skin, rheumatic and respiratory diseases. 
According to a study by health sciences 
researchers at Ben-Gurion University of 
the Negev and Soroka Medical Center in 
Beersheva, the salty waters also help lower 
blood glucose levels and could improve the 
medical conditions of diabetics.

The study described in Israel Medical 
Association Journal last summer involved 
14 people between the ages of 18 and 65 
who have suffered from Type 2 diabetes 
for less than 20 years. After soaking in 
a pool filled with Dead Sea water for 20 

minutes, there was a considerable decrease 
– up to 13 percent in some cases – in the 
blood glucose levels. It’s still a bit early to 
draw conclusions, but further testing will 
determine if one day a Dead Sea dunk could 
be prescribed as a way to lessen the dose of 
insulin needed.

10. Citrus supplement to neutralize 
sugar

A Hebrew University-Harvard University 
team is working on extracting naringenin, 
a compound from grapefruit, and using 
nanotechnology to make it into a product that 
could be sprinkled on food to change how 
the body processes fatty and sugary fare.

The dietary supplement could have 
significant implications for the drug market, 
particularly in relation to diabetes and 
obesity. Ordinarily, the absorption of the 
fat- and sugar-busting molecule naringenin 
is quite low, so to improve absorption 
capabilities, the researchers engineered a 
form of naringenin that includes an extra 
ring of sugar attached to the molecule.

Harvard University and Yissum, 
the technology transfer arm of the 
Hebrew University, are working toward 
commercializing the substance.

Source: Israel 21c Newsletter

The top 10 ways Israel hopes to beat diabetes
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A violent Salafist movement is trying to impose its 

brand of Sharia on the society in Tunisia.
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Set Time Signs Of His Coming 

There is an interesting prophecy in Psalm 
102 that reads, “ Thou shalt arise, and 

have mercy upon Zion: for the time to 
favour her, yea, the set time, is come. For 
thy servants take pleasure in her stones, 
and favour the dust thereof. So the heathen 
shall fear the name of the LORD, and all 
the kings of the earth thy glory. When the 
LORD shall build up Zion, he shall appear 
in his glory” (Psa. 102:13-16). 

This glimpse into the future says God has 
established a set time to have mercy upon 
Zion (a term that refers to Jerusalem more 
than 150 times in the Bible, but it can also 
refer to Israel or the Temple Mount). At 
God’s set time, He will rise up and cause 
the Jewish people to love the stones and 
dust (soil) of Zion. Israel, Jerusalem and the 
Temple Mount will figure prominently in 
God’s plan to cause the Gentiles to respect 
Him. And, of great significance to our 
generation, these set time events will be a 
sign of His soon return.

Following the announcement that Israel 
has approved the construction of 797 
homes in the Gilo neighborhood of East 
Jerusalem, EU Foreign Policy Chief, 
Catherine Ashton, said, “Settlements are 
illegal under international law and threaten 
to make a two-state solution impossible.” 
The way I understand it: 1) Gilo is not 
a settlement, but it is a neighborhood in 
East Jerusalem and part of the eternal 
capital of Israel; 2) Israel’s Supreme Court 
investigated the legality of the homes before 
their construction was approved and the 
judges determined that building the homes 
in Gilo is not a violation of international 
law; 3) The international community may 
believe their international law trumps the 
promises and laws of God to Israel, but 
they don’t and He will have the final say 
on that; and 4) Instead of Israel causing 
problems by building in East Jerusalem, its 
the international community caving in to 
the unrealistic never-ending demands of the 
militant Muslims that makes the two-state 
solution impossible.

Jerusalem truly is a cup of trembling and 

a burdensome stone for its neighbors and 
the world just like the Bible says (Zech. 
12:2-3). In fact, according to the Bible, this 
problem won’t be solved until it triggers 
the Battle of Armageddon at the Second 
Coming of Jesus (Joel 3:2; Rev. 19). Oh, 
make no mistake about it, the highly-touted 

By Daymond Duck   

Antichrist will appear after the Rapture 

and negotiate a phony peace treaty that the 

international community will proudly boast 

about, but when they say, “Peace and safety; 

then sudden destruction cometh upon them, 

as travail upon a woman with child; and 

they shall not escape” (I Thess. 5:3). 

The dysfunctional and corrupt UN 

has wasted one-third of its resolutions 

condemning and berating Israel and it will 

continue to do so until it is restructured into 

a satanic one-world government headed up 

by its beloved Antichrist. The proud and 

arrogant international community supports 

a peace process that the Bible says will fail 

and some in Israel and the PA have already 

declared it dead. More than 15 years ago, 

the U.S. House of Representatives passed a 

resolution and appropriated money to move 

the United States Embassy from Tel Aviv 

to Jerusalem and to recognize Jerusalem 

as the undivided capital of Israel, but it 

has never happened (Several presidential 

candidates promised to do it when they 

were campaigning for office, but all of them 

broke their promise after they were elected). 

The rich and powerful Roman Catholic 

Church regularly ignores God’s prophecies 

about Jerusalem in the Scriptures and 

they issue misguided calls for Jerusalem 

to be declared an international city. 

Anti-Semites in several mainline Protestant 

denominations continue to fail to contend 

for the faith and wrongly call for the 

division of Israel and Jerusalem because 

they have foolishly bought into a Bible-

rejecting false doctrine called Replacement 

Theology.

This fury over Jerusalem, the involvement 

of the people of the Antichrist (EU) in 

the peace process, the creation of an 

international community (a wanna-be world 

government), the deceit of presidential 

candidates concerning Jerusalem and the 

corruption in the Church are sure signs that 

prophecy is being fulfilled and God’s set 

time is near. These current events are not 

little things and God didn’t reveal them in 

prophecy without a reason.

Source: www.raptureready.com
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U.N. Elects Genocidal Sudan 
To Top Human Rights Body
UN Watch Urges U.S., EU, U.N. Chief to Speak Out. U.N. Elects Al-Bashir’s Genocidal 
Sudan to Top Rights Body

NEW YORK, Nov.  8 - UN Watch, the 
Geneva-based non-governmental 

human rights group, urged UN chief Ban 
Ki-moon, rights commissioner Navi Pillay, 
U.S. Ambassador Susan Rice and the EU’s 
Catherine Ashton to condemn today’s 
U.N. election of “genocidal, misogynistic 
and tyrannical” Sudan to its 54-member 
Economic and Social Council,  a top U.N. 
body that regulates human rights groups, 
oversees U.N. committees on women’s 
rights, and crafts resolutions from Internet 
freedom to female genital mutilation.

“This is an outrage,” said Hillel Neuer, 
executive director of UN Watch. “On the 
same day we hear that Sudan is killing 
babies and burning homes in Darfur 
-- precisely the kind of dire situation 
ECOSOC should be urgently addressing -- 
the U.N. has now made vital human rights 
protection less likely than ever.”

“It’s inexplicable that 176 of 193 U.N. 
member states voted to support the blood-
soaked regime of Omar Al-Bashir, failing to 
recognize that electing genocidal Sudan to 
a global human rights body is like choosing 
Jack the Ripper to guard a women’s 
shelter,” said Neuer. 

“By granting the seal of international 
legitimacy to a mass murderer, the United 
Nations human rights system has today 
diminished its own credibility, and cast 
a shadow upon the reputation of the 
organization as a whole.”

Although the U.S. took important action 
in September to pressure Sudan into 
withdrawing from this Monday’s elections 
to the 47-nation Human Rights Council 
— boosted by a massive campaign led my 
film star Mia Farrow and UN Watch — the 
Obama Administration has been surprsingly 
silent on today’s vote.

By contrast, in 2004, the U.S. ambassador 
famously walked out of ECOSOC after 
Sudan was elected.

According to insiders, Washington’s 

silence on Sudan may stem from fear 
of upsetting African and Arab states in 
advance of America’s own fragile bid for 
a UNHRC seat in the Nov. 12 vote.  The 
U.S. is said to have secured the least vote 
pledges out of the five Western countries 
vying for three allotted seats, behind 
Germany, Sweden, Ireland and Greece, 
all of which canvassed world support long 
before the U.S. threw its hat in the ring.

The Obama Administration promised that 
when a country is under Security Council 
sanction for massive human-rights abuses, 

“it should be barred, plain and simple, from 
leadership roles like chairmanships in U.N. 
bodies. Abusers of international law or norms 
should not be the public face of the U.N.”

Yet even though Sudan’s president 
al-Bashir was indicted by the International 
Criminal Court for genocide, war crimes 
and and crimes against humanity -- by 
virtue of a Security Council referral -- the 
U.S. voice has been silent, as has that of the 
European Union.

Al Bashir’s regime will now help select 
the members of the Commission on the 
Status of Women, the executive board of 
UN Women, and UNICEF, which protects 
children’s rights.

Under the U.N. Charter, ECOSOC 
is the principal organ legislating on 
matters related to “promoting respect 
for, and observance of, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms for all.”

Importantly, ECOSOC is also the body 
that accredits and oversees human rights 
groups at the U.N., deciding who can 
participate at the UN Human Rights Council.

The dominant influence of tyrannies 
in ECOSOC’s notorious 19-member 
“Committee on NGOs” has often led to 
the rejection or expulsion of human rights 
groups that dare to criticize China, Cuba 
or other repressive U.N. member states, or 
which speak for minority ethnic groups or 
for gay rights.

failing to recognize that electing genocidal Sudan 
to a global human rights body is like choosing 
Jack the Ripper to guard a women’s shelter,

Suicide terrorist who killed 21 
receives “highest honor”
from Palestine Committee  
of Arab Lawyers Union
by Itamar Marcus and Nan Jacques Zilberdik

Female Palestinian suicide bomber 
Hanadi Jaradat, who killed 21 Israelis 

and injured more than 50, has been chosen 
worthy of “the highest honor” by the 
Palestine Committee of the Arab Lawyers 
Union. The Palestinian daily Al-Ayyam 
reported earlier this week that the Arab 
Lawyers Union had “created the ‘Martyr 
Hanadi Jaradat plaque of honor,’” which 
a delegation presented during a visit to 
Jaradat’s family.

Hanadi Jaradat was working as a lawyer 
when she carried out a suicide terrorist attack 
in a restaurant in Haifa in 2003. 

The honorary plaque refers to the day 
of her suicide bombing as “the sweet 
anniversary of her Martyrdom”:

 

Dedicated by the Arab Lawyers 
Union - Palestine Committee

to the family of the Martyrdom-
seeker, the  lawyer

Hanadi Jaradat

on the sweet anniversary of her 
Martyrdom

[signed:]

Committee Chairman

Lawyer Said Abd Al-Ghani

Union is observer at UNESCO, in 
consultative status with ECOSOC

palwatch.org

Glorifying terrorists and terror

Palestinian society’s habitual glorification 
of terrorists as heroes and role models is one 
of its most effective means of promoting 
terror. In honoring the worst killers, the PA 
is simultaneously giving approval to murder 
and enticing future terrorists with assurances 
of glory and honor if they succeed in killing. 
Terror and murder become the Palestinian’s 
ticket to fame, honor and glory.

The terrorists honored most highly 
amongst Palestinian society are those who 
have killed the greatest number. 

Member of the Palestine Committee of the 
Arab Lawyers Union, Ayman Abu Aysha, 
said that the honoring of the family of Martyr 
Jaradat came in the wake of a decision 
taken by the Palestine Committee of the 
Arab Lawyers Union during a meeting held 
in Cairo on Sept. 8, 2012. The delegation 
conveyed to the family of Martyr Jaradat 
the good wishes of the head of the Union, 
Mr. Omar Al-Zayn, and of the head of the 
Palestine Committee in the Union, Mr. Said 
Abd Al-Ghani, and also emphasized the pride 
of the Arab Lawyers Union for what their 
daughter had done in defense of Palestine 
and the nation. Deputy Secretary of the Arab 
Lawyers Union, Said Abd Al-Ghani, said that 
the Union created the “Martyr Hanadi Jaradat 
plaque of honor,” the highest honor awarded 
by the Union in esteem for any [female] 
lawyer in the Arab homeland.”

Note: Hanadi Jaradat was one of the first female 
Palestinian suicide terrorists. Her bomb in restaurant 
Maxim in Haifa in 2003 killed 21 people and injured 51.
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 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14
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      Visit www.c4i.ca to view
The Prophetic Connection online!

INTRODUCING OUR
NEW TV SERIES

FILMED ENTIRELY IN ISRAEL!

Help the Jews Come Home to Israel
By Koen Carlier

As representatives of Christians for 
Israel in the Ukraine, we meet Jewish 

families wishing to make aliyah in various 
ways. While visiting a certain city, for 
example, the Jewish Agency often asks us 
to call upon a particular family. That is how 
we met Roman, in the stettl (a former small 
Jewish town) Zmerinka, in the Ukraine. 
Roman wanted to make aliyah two years 
ago, but his mentally ill daughter and wife 
- who has a tumour - did not want us to visit 
them in their flat. We respected their wish. 
But in the meantime, Romano initiated 
the lengthy process, and was granted an 
extraordinary interview, without his wife 
and daughter being present, with the Israeli 
Consul in Kiev. All went well, and he was 
granted the required visas. However, Roman 
is now quite desperate and unsure because 
his daughter has since hid the passports.

We were later allowed to visit and 
interview them at home where the situation 
is, indeed, uncomfortable. While we are 
praying for a breakthrough in this situation, 
Roman knows that only the Lord can hear 
his and our prayers, and make a way for 
them to go to Israel, despite the seeming 

hopelessness of the situation!

At a school, we met a Jewish woman, 
Galla, and her husband Misha, and 2 of 
their 3 children from White Russia. They 
are a gypsy family who wander throughout 
the Ukraine. Galla’s father is a Gypsy and 
her mother Jewish. Misha and two of the 
children drift around as he finds work 
here and there, but they presently live 
close to the Russian border. Galla and the 
youngest daughter are currently staying at 
the school. We had an opportunity to look 
at their documents and, although they are 
entitled to make aliyah, they do not believe 
it is possible. They had nothing but summer 
clothes, so we provided them with warm 
clothing and shoes.

We hope to to arrange an interview with 
the Jewish Agency for them soon. Many 
other families, who faced similar and 
seemingly hopeless situations, with whom 
we have had previous contact, are already in 
Israel where they have managed to establish 
themselves remarkably well.

Our provisional planning over the next 
while includes 24 planned trips to the 
Israeli Embassy and airport with olim 
(new immigrants) from 12 different 
cities and villages. That amounts to 
travelling a distance of approximately 
20,000 kilometres on poor roads, between 
mid-October and the end of December.

The prophet Isaiah speaks about ‘the 
way being smoothed and the boulders 
removed’ in Isaiah 62:10. It is our duty to 
assist the Jewish People, in the Ukraine, 
with the preparations for their journey to the 
Promised Land.

We request your specific prayers for the 
protection of the drivers during the many 
trips that occur, especially at night as winter 
approaches in the Ukraine. Also, with 
the worsening situation in Israel, please 
pray that the people who are scheduled to 
make aliyah from the Northern Countries 
(Ukraine, White Russia, Moldovia, 
Russia, Siberia…) in December and in the 
following months, will not become fearful 
because of the situation with Gaza or Iran. 
When driving people to the airport, we 

always read Isaiah Ch. 43: ‘Don’t be afraid, 
I’ve redeemed you. I’ve called your name. 
You’re mine.’ We also give them a pamphlet 
with three encouraging verses from the 
Tenach (Jewish Bible) about returning 
to Israel! Finally, we tell all of them that 
Christians are praying for their return 
and contributing financially to their free 
transportation to the embassy and airport!

Koen and Ira Carlier – are C4I represenatives in the 

Ukraine and former Soviet satellite states

from l. to r.  Sharon 6yr, Galla, Misha and Juliya 17yr.


