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Canadian PM Personally 
Intervened to Stop PA 
Statehood Bid at UN
By Rachel Hirshfeld 

Analysis: U.N. Votes  
138 to 9 to Recognize 
“State Of Palestine”  
Joel C. Rosenberg 

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper personally intervened to 

pressure Palestinian Authority Chairman 
Mahmoud Abbas to drop his bid for 
upgraded status at the United Nations.

Harper, who had been in New York to 
accept an award and attend the opening of 
a new session of the United Nations at the 
end of September, had “a short, brusque 
meeting with [Palestinian Authority 
President Mahmoud] Abbas,” the Globe 
and Mail newspaper reported.

“In a little room at the United Nations, 
Mr. Harper skipped most of the pleasantries 
in a 15-minute meeting, according to 
sources briefed on the session, and told Mr. 
Abbas he had come to deliver a message: If 
you keep doing what you’re doing, he said - 
referring to the Palestinian bid for upgraded 
status - ‘there will be consequences,’” the 
newspaper reported.

“It was just one part of the bare-knuckle 
approach Canada has taken toward the U.N. 
bid, though largely out of public view,” 
according to the newspaper.

Abbas, who is set to appear before the 
U.N. General Assembly on Thursday, will 
be beseeching the international body to 
grant the Palestinian Authority Observer 
status, thus enabling it to achieve de facto 
status as a sovereign state and effectively 
circumvent final status negotiations with 
Israel.

The status, if granted, would grant  the 
PA  access to the International Criminal 
Court at The Hague and other similar 
bodies, which would enable it to pursue 
“war crime” charges and other grievances 
against the Jewish state.  

Globe and Mail reported that, a “source 
said the Canadian government has warned 
the Palestinian Authority’s representatives 
that their ‘embassy’ in Ottawa – in fact a 
delegation office, because Palestine isn’t a 

state – might be closed, and the Palestinian 
envoy, Said Hamad, sent home.”

In addition, Foreign Affairs Minister John 
Baird has told several people, including 
Palestinian Authority representatives that he 
would travel to New York personally to cast 
a vote against the bid.

There are more serious potential aspects 
to the “consequences” about which Harper 
warned, namely that Ottawa, which had 
pledged $300 million in aid over five years 
to the PA starting in 2008, could refuse to 
grant the generous sum again, as the period 
is about to run out.

Harper has long been recognized a strong 
friend of the Jewish state.

“When Israel, the only country in the 
world whose very existence is under attack, 
is consistently and conspicuously  singled 
out for condemnation, I believe we are 
morally obligated to take a stand,” Harper 
said last year.

Harper said Canada must oppose 
demonization, double standards and 
de-legitimization.

“Not just because it is the right thing 
to do, but because history shows us, and 
the ideology of the anti-Israel mob tell us 
all too well, that those who threaten the 
existence of the Jewish people are in the 
longer term a threat to all of us,” he said.

“Whether it is at the United Nations or 
any other international forum, the easiest 
thing to do is simply to just get along and 
go along with this anti-Israel rhetoric, to 
pretend it is just about being even-handed, 
and to excuse oneself with the label of 
honest broker,” Harper added.

The Canadian prime minister further 
affirmed that “as long as I am prime 
minister… Canada will not take that stand, 
whatever the cost.”

Source: Arutz Sheva online

Also: in major speech, Israel’s UN 
ambassador quotes Scripture passage 
from Old & New Testaments. 

On Thursday, 138 nations voted in the 
U.N. General Assembly (UNGA) 

to declare a “State of Palestine” and 
recognize it as a “non-member observer 
state” within the international community. 
Forty-one nations abstained from voting. 
Only nine nations voted against the 
resolution: the U.S., Israel, Canada, the 
Czech Republic, the Marshall Islands, 
Micronesia, Nauru, Palau and Panama.

 In his speech to the UNGA, Palestinian 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas (aka, Abu 
Mazen) said, “”We did not come here 
to delegitimize a state established years 
ago, and that is Israel. Rather we came to 
affirm the legitimacy of a state that must 
now achieve its independence, and that is 
Palestine.” However, he also praised the 
Palestinian terrorists who died in the war 
against Israel last week in Gaza, calling 
them “beloved martyrs.” 

In his excellent and must-read speech 
to the UNGA, Ron Prosor -- Israel’s 
Ambassador to the U.N. -- quoted a 
passage from Scripture that is found in 
both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament. “Peace is a central value of 
Israeli society. The Bible calls on us: ‘Seek 

peace and pursue it.’” (see Psalm 34:14 
and I Peter 3:11) Amb. Prosor noted the 
numerous times since 1947 that Jewish 
and Israeli leaders have offered their hand 
in peace to their Arab neighbors, only to 
be rejected and attacked time after time. 
He insisted that there is only one route 
to peace. “And that route does not run 
through this chamber in New York. That 
route runs through direct negotiations 
between Jerusalem and Ramallah that will 
lead to a secure and lasting peace between 
Israelis and Palestinians.” 

I’m wishing I could rejoice with my 
Palestinian friends about the U.N. vote. 
But the Bible is clear that the Lord God 
will judge all nations who divide Land of 
Israel. “For behold, in those days and at 
that time, when I restore the fortunes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all the 
nations and bring them down to the valley 

of Jehoshaphat. Then I will enter into 
judgment with them there on behalf of My 
people and My inheritance, Israel, whom 
they have scattered among the nations; 
and they have divided up My land.” (Old 
Testament Book of Joel, chapter 3, verses 
1 and 2) 

The Palestinians have suffered so much, 
from many sides. I wish a sovereign state 
was the answer. Nearly the whole world is 
convinced it is. But defying God’s Word 
won’t bring blessing; it brings sadness 
and eventual judgment. Christians can -- 
and must -- love and bless and encourage 
the Palestinian people in general, and the 
followers of Jesus Christ in the West Bank 
and Gaza in particular. We can pray for 
them and visit them and invest in them 
and help them “do justice, and love mercy, 
and walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 
6:8) We can be advocates of justice, mercy 
and compassion by the Israeli government 
towards the Palestinian people, and 
advocates of the same by the Palestinian 
government towards their own people. 
There are many ways we can be a blessing 
to the Palestinian people. But it simply 
will not be a blessing to them -- or to any 
nation or people group around the world 
-- to support dividing the Land of Israel in 
disobediance to God’s Word. 

Here is an excerpt from a message I 
gave at the 2011 Epicenter Conference: 
“You and I are passionate advocates of 
justice for Israel because of what the 
Bible teaches. We must also be passionate 
advocates of justice from Israel because 
of what the Bible teaches. This does 
not mean Israel should divide the Land. 
This does not mean Israel should ignore 
her real and serious security needs. But 
too often, Christians who love Israel are 
not aware of -- or sufficiently concerned 
about and responsive to -- the plight of the 
Palestinian people, and particularly the 
struggles of the Palestinian believers....” 

[To read the rest of this article -- or learn more 
about the new e-book, ISRAEL AT WAR; or find links 
to the latest news and analysis of events and trends in 
the U.S., Israel, North Africa, Russia, and the Middle 
East -- please go to: http://flashtrafficblog.wordpress.
com/.]

Ambassador Prosor noted the numerous times 
since 1947 that Jewish and Israeli leaders 

have offered their hand in peace to their Arab 
neighbors, only to be rejected and attacked 

time after time. He insisted that there is only 
one route to peace. “And that route does not 
run through this chamber in New York. That 

route runs through direct negotiations between 
Jerusalem and Ramallah that will lead to a 
secure and lasting peace between Israelis  

and Palestinians.

PM Stephen Harper at UN
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A Jordanian-Palestinian Confederation Aired  
by Netanyahu, King Abdullah? 

Aspects of a possible confederation 
between a Palestinian West Bank 

state and the Hashemite Kingdom – not 
Syria – were the subject of Prime Minister 
Binyamin Netanyahu’s recent conversation 
with Jordan’s King Abdullah in Amman, 
debkafile’s sources reveal. Nothing was 
decided and the two leaders agreed to hold 
further discussions in the coming days.

This idea has become a focal talking 
point in Amman, Washington and 
Palestinian centers.

Netanyahu brought some pointed 
questions to the highly confidential 
one-on-one at the Hashemite palace: He 
asked the king how much responsibility 
would Jordan undertake in controlling West 
Bank security and intelligence activity? 
What were his plans for extending such 
control from the West Bank to the Gaza 
Strip? And how would Jordan’s intentions 
fit into the security arrangements demanded 
by Israel in both territories as part of any 
accord with the Palestinians?

According to US and Jordanian sources 
au fait with these ideas, the current goal 
for the next stage of Israel-Palestinian 
negotiations in the coming months would 
be a long-term interim accord. It would 
leave the core disputes on permanent 
borders, Jerusalem, the Palestinian refugees 
and the future of Israel’s settlements in 
Judea and Samaria to a later round of 
negotiations at some unspecified time in the 
future.

The establishment of a Palestinian-
Jordanian confederation would sidestep 
the difficulties of reciprocal recognition 
– a Palestinian state by Israel and Israel 
by the Palestinians as the national state of 
the Jewish people. Jordan has recognized 
Israel and the two nations maintain full 
diplomatic relations. The confederation’s 
ruling body as such would be able to 
recognize Israel without requiring a public 
Palestinian declaration of acceptance. 
Equally, Israel would be saved from having 
to formally accept Palestinian statehood and 
could simply greet the new joint entity and 

extend an assurance of cooperation that in 
practice would be implemented through 
Jordan or any Muslim Arab element taking 
part in the move.

In early December, the Palestinian 
Authority’s Chairman Mahmoud 
Abbas (Abu Mazen) secretly advised 
certain Palestinian leaders “to be 
prepared for a new confederation 
project with Jordan and other parties 
in the international community.” 
He did not name those parties. debkafile’s 
sources reveal that he was referring to 
Egypt, Turkey and Qatar – in other words, 
the members of the pro-American Sunni-led 
bloc American diplomats established in 
Cairo last month in the course of Israel’s 
Pillar of Defense operation in Gaza and 
the negotiations that led to an Israel-Hamas 
ceasefire.

American sources said at the time that 
Washington was not averse to additional 
Gulf nations including Saudi Arabia adding 
their weight to the initiative for a Jordanian-
Palestinian confederation and was willing, 
if it took off, to consider granting the 
endeavor security guarantees and economic 
assistance.

Asked why the project had not figured 
in Israeli political discourse, those sources 
accused the Israeli media of generating an 
election campaign climate that hostilely 
depicted Netanyahu and his party as 
extreme right-wing nationalists who 
consistently refused to talk peace with the 
Palestinians. Showing the prime minister 
as quietly preparing to return to the peace 
track after forming his next government, 
assuming he wins the Jan. 22 poll, would 
spoil their show. Netanyahu himself prefers 
to stay aloof from his accusers.

According to Arab sources involved 
in the new initiative, it gained traction 
from the UN General Assembly’s Nov. 29 
upgrade of the Palestinians to non-member 
observer status. On the strength of this 
upgrade, the Palestinian Authority is 
claiming the status of a government 
representing an independent state and 

therefore eligible to join Jordan as a 
confederation partner.

Such a setup may have room for Hamas 
which too would be saved from having to 
recognize the state of Israel.

For the first time in their decade-long 
rocket offensive against their Israeli 
neighbors, the Gaza Strip’s Hamas 
rulers are scrupulously upholding the 
ceasefire deal they struck with Israel. The 
Netanyahu government has reciprocated 
by substantially easing restrictions on the 
territory. And now, after six years, Israel 
will this week allow building materials to 
cross through into the territory, including 
cement and gravel, withheld until now lest 
they were used to build smuggling tunnels 
for supplying terrorist organizations with 
war materiel. Public transport, including 
buses and trucks, will also soon be running 
through the crossings and, for the first time, 
too, a large group of Gazans was allowed to 
attend this year’s Christmas ceremonies in 
the West Bank town of Bethlehem.

Netanyahu appears to have decided 
that the chances of another outbreak of 
hostile operations from the Gaza Strip have 
receded. Indeed, there is a good chance that 
Hamas may find the confederation project 

the West Bank’s Fatah rulers are about to 
pursue with Jordan attractive, and let itself 
be led to join by Egypt and Qatar.

There are more straws in the wind 
attesting to the confederation project being 
on the move. The US-based Palestinian 
professor and journalist, Daoud Kuttab, 
writing in The Atlantic on Dec. 27, reported 
that King Abdullah’s closest advisers 
include partisans of the confederation 
notion – i.e. Jordan’s restoration to its 
pre-1967 rule of the West Bank.

Kuttab goes back in history to quote the 
late Salah Khalaf (Abu Iyad), the terrorist 
leader Israel eliminated in Tunis in January, 
1991, as saying: “What the Palestinians 
wanted was five minute of independence 
and then they would happily agree to a 
confederation with Jordan. “

Interestingly, this phrase is increasingly 
cited by Arab and Western media.

Furthermore, US and Arab sources 
disclose that Turkish Prime Minister Tayyip 
Erdogan has deeply committed himself to 
the step. They say this commitment was 
partly manifested by his consent to drop 
Ankara’s boycott on cooperation with Israel 
in the framework of NATO and that more 
evidence of revived US-Turkish-Israeli 
cooperation is still to come.

Dec. 23, debkafile reported exclusively 
that Israel and the Palestinians had agreed 
to resume peace negotiations in March, 
as soon as Netanyahu, who is generally 
expected to win the January election, has 
assembled his new government.

The Prime Minister’s Office in Jerusalem 
made haste Thursday to deny reports that 
he planned to invite opposition leader and 

former foreign minister Tzipi Livni to 
join the next cabinet in her old job as lead 
negotiator in talks with the Palestinians. 
According to our sources, Netanyahu has 
reserved that role for himself.

Source: Debka online

For the first time in their decade-long rocket 
offensive against their Israeli neighbors, the 
Gaza Strip’s Hamas rulers are scrupulously 

upholding the ceasefire deal they struck  
with Israel
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Bouchra Ismaili, a Rotterdam city 
councilman: “Listen up, crazy freaks, 
we’re here to stay. You’re the foreigners 
here, with Allah on my side I’m not afraid 
of anything. Take my advice: convert to 
Islam, and you will find peace”.

The Middle East is full of churches 
turned into Islamic sites, like the 

Umayyad in Damascus, the Ibn Tulun in 
Cairo and the cathedral of St. Sophia in 
Istanbul.

In Hebron and on Jerusalem’s Temple 
Mount, the Muslims built their sites on the 
Jewish ones.

A sad prophecy of the writer Emile 
Cioran once cast a sinister  prophecy on 
Europe: “The French will not wake up until 
Notre Dame becomes a mosque”.

This is now a reality. But unlike the 
Middle East, where non-Muslim sites 
were razed or violently converted to 
Islam, in Europe this process is voluntary. 
The church of Saint-Eloi in the French 
region of Vierzon will soon become a 
mosque. The diocese of Bourges put 
the church up for sale and a Muslim 
organization, l’Association des Marocains, 
made the most generous offer to buy the 
site.

The church of Saint-Eloi is located in an 
area inhabited by Turks and Moroccans. 
It’s the “de-Christianization” of Europe, 
which is naturally followed by its gradual 
Islamization and increasing anti-Semitism. 
Of 27,000 inhabitants in the town of 
Vierzon, only 300 go to church once a 
week.

In the past decade,  French Catholic 
bishops formally closed more than 60 
churches, many of which are destined to 
become mosques, according to the research 
conducted by the newspaper La Croix.

According to a recent report of the US 
Pew Center, Islam is already “the fastest-
growing religion in Europe,” where the 
number of Muslims has tripled over the past 
30 years. One third of all European children 
will be born to Muslim families by 2025.

Demography is the most important 
symptom of exhaustion: without a cradle, 
you can’t sustain a civilization.

To understand this historic process one 
has to see the number of churches converted 
into mosques.

In the Netherlands, more than 250 
buildings where Catholics, Lutherans and 
Calvinists have prayed for centuries, have 
changed owners. Like the Fatih Camii 
Mosque in Amsterdam, which once was 
a Catholic church, the Saint Ignatius. Or 
the church of S. Vincentius, which was 
put on sale along with the benches, the 
crucifixes and the chandeliers. Today 
more than half of the Dutch population is 
“buitenkerkelijk”, meaning free from any 
religious affiliation, and Catholics decreased 
by 70 percent.

Islam is now considered the “most widely 
practiced religion” in the Netherlands. 
The Oude Kerk, the oldest church in 
Amsterdam, built in 1309, stands solidly 
in the heart of downtown. Around it is the 
red-light district with the South American 
and Eastern European prostitutes knocking 
on the glass to attract the attention of 
passersby. The Neuwe Kerk, the church 
where the Dutch kings were crowned, is a 
museum. The only “church” in the city that 
is crowded is that of Scientology, which 
offers free stress tests.

4,400 church buildings remain in the 
Netherlands. Each week, two close their 
doors forever. A synagogue in The Hague 
was turned into the al Aqsa Mosque.

In Duisburg, Germany, the Catholic 
church closed six churches. In Marxloh, the 
only church that survives, that of St. Peter 
and Paul, will close at the end of 2012. In 
Germany 400 churches have been closed.

The municpality of Antwerp, Belgium, 
proposed to transform the empty churches 
into mosques. Scandinavia lives the same 
phenomenon. To cite one case, the Swedish 
churches of St. Olfos is used by the 
Muslims. The main mosque in Dublin is a 
former Presbyterian church.

In England, 10,000 churches have been 
closed since 1960. By 2020, another 4,000 
churches will closed while there will be, it 
is predicted,  1,700 new mosques, many of 
which will arise in former churches.

To mention just some churches turned 
into mosques, there is the Central Mosque 
of Brent, the St. Marks Cathedral which 
is now called New Peckam Mosque and 
the former Wesleyan Methodist Church. 
The mosque of Didsbury in Manchester 
was a Methodist church, and a Catholic 
church in Sydney, Nova Scotia, will 
become a mosque. In Clitheroe, Lancashire, 
the municipal authorities have granted 
permission to turn an Anglican church into 
a mosque.

After the “God is dead” of Friedrich 
Nietzsche, Europe is going to adopt the 
Koranic “there is no God but Allah”. And 
the old Gregorian chants will be substituted 
by the muezzin.

Europe’s tragedy is embodied by the 
sterile blocks of concrete and glass of the 
European Union in Brussels. Symbols of 
the moral emptiness within. Meanwhile the 
top seven baby boys’ names in Brussels are 

Mohammed, Adam, Rayan, Ayoub, Mehdi, 
Amine and Hamza.

A couple of years ago I visited 
Rotterdam, the Dutch industrial polmon. 
Everywhere are casbah-cafes, travel 
agencies offering flights to Rabat and 
Casablanca, and posters expressing 
solidarity with Hamas. Most of the 
population are immigrants, and the city has 
the tallest and most imposing mosque in 
Europe.

The most striking thing when one arrives 
in the city by train are the fascinating 
mosques framed by the green, luxuriant, 
wooded, watery countryside. Rotterdam has 
the tallest minarets in Europe. The city was 
buzzing when the newspapers published a 
letter by Bouchra Ismaili, a Rotterdam city 
councilman: “Listen up, crazy freaks, we’re 
here to stay. You’re the foreigners here, with 
Allah on my side I’m not afraid of anything. 
Take my advice: convert to Islam, and you 
will find peace”.

A French friend showed me one of 
Rotterdam’s main square, where there is a 
mosque with Arabic writing outside. “That 
used to be a church”.

Is Islam the destiny for the world’s most 
affluent, relaxed and pacified societies 
which opted for self-liquidation? And will 
this decadent, semi-Islamicized Frankestein 
named “Europe” declare war on Israel?

The writer, an Italian journalist with Il Foglio, 

writes a twice-weekly column for Arutz Sheva. He is 

the author of the book “A New Shoah”, that researched 

the personal stories of Israel’s terror victims, 

published by Encounter. His writing has appeared 

in publications, such as the Wall Street Journal, 

Frontpage and Commentary. He is at work on a book 

about the Vatican and Israel. 

Source: Arutz Sheva online

By Giulio Meotti

Europe Turns Churches into Mosques

Aska Mosque - Den Haag,formerly a synagogue. Inset - exterior of another church converted to a mosque

Bethlehem Devoid 
Of Christian 
Symbols This 
Christmas 

This year in Bethlehem, there was not 
a single place in its public square that 

even gave a hint of the reason for this pagan 
day’s redemptive transformation into a holy 
day. No manger scene, no God-incarnate 
baby boy. No crèche, no cradle, no cross. 
Even the Church of the Nativity was 
decorated only by a single large tree. Two 
thousand years after his birth there was, 
once again, no room for Jesus in Bethlehem. 

  Early this month Shari Khoury brought 
this observation to her husband’s attention. 
Pastor Steven Khoury took note. He 
examined city streets and saw for himself 
what he had not noticed. The Khoury’s 
live in Bethlehem. Steven was raised there 
where his father, Dr. Naim Khoury, started 
Holy Land Ministries in 1980. During the 
past 32 years Steven, his family and the 
ministry’s congregations have experienced 
opposition to the gospel of Jesus the 
Messiah, God’s incarnate Word made flesh. 

There have been threats and muggings, 
fire bombs and murder. Many believers have 
fled the region, but the Khoury’s remain. 
Every Sunday, worship and teaching are 
broadcast from speakers atop their local 
church’s steeple, clashing with Islamic calls 
to prayer.

On December 5, Steven Khoury made 
a decision. He composed brief words, 
commissioned graphic art, hired a printer. In 
the middle of the night and into next day’s 
early morning light, workmen hung the 
composition on the city’s largest billboard. 
Across an expanse of 1200 square feet, in 
Arabic and English too, it reads:

Jesus: born to die and 
rose again. Invite him 

in to your heart so that 
you too might live

And the response? Two weeks later, only 
days ago, Pastor Khoury received a call. 
Officials from the city were on the line, 
informing him that they were being asked 
to remove the sign. That same day vandals 
cut power to lights that illuminate the 
sign at night. The owner refused to repair 
them, fearing they would only be cut again 
along with an escalation of damage to 
his property. The print shop also received 
disturbing calls. Although the words were 
never spoken, the message was clear: take 
Jesus down.

The billboard is still up, lit now by 
portable lights from the back of a car. The 
cost is high. Thousands of dollars have been 
spent; few donations have been received 
to offset the expenses. In spite of public 
exposure on YouTube, radio, television 
and in written press, other Christian 
organizations in Bethlehem have reacted 
with resounding silence… so too Christian 
organizations throughout Israel.

Pastor Khoury has no regrets. “Scripture 
says that if we do not speak up for Jesus, for 
who he is and what he has done, stones will 
cry out. With God’s help, I will not remain 
silent. I will not be a quiet one rebuked by 
shouting rocks.”

Source: Jerusalem-On-The-Line
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Militant Islam is wiping out Christianity 
in the Muslim Middle East, according 

to a new study by the British think tank 
Civitas.

“Christianity is in serious danger of being 
wiped out in its biblical heartlands because 
of Islamic oppression,”  wrote the report’s 
author, journalist Rupert Shortt. 

Israel, the only country in the region 
where Jews, Muslim and Christians are free 
to practice their religion, was not covered 
in the report. Israel opened up churches and 
other holy sites to Christians in Judea and 
Samaria and all of Jerusalem after Jordan 
fled the areas in the Six-Day War in 1967. 
Jordan prohibited Christians from visiting 
the site during its occupation of the area 
form 1947 to 1967.

Since the rise of the Islamic Hamas 
movement, Christians have been on the run 
in Israel, but mainstream media have tried 
to blame Israel for the diminishing Christian 
community, particular in Bethlehem.

Violence against Christians by Muslims 
in Africa, Asia and the Middle East, outside 
of Israel, has been ignored by “blind” 
politicians, largely because it is politically 
incorrect to criticize Muslims and then risk 
being accused of “racism.”

The refusal of young Christians in the 
West to become “radicalized” and mount 
violent protests against the attacks on their 
faith also helps to explain the “blind spot” 
about “Christianophobia” in influential 
liberal Western circles, wrote Shortt.

He traced the rise of Christianophobia 

in Egypt to the early 1970s when the 
quadrupling of oil prices gave Saudi 
Arabian religious extremists the material 
means to export their intolerant views 
around the world.

Civitas stated that “Shortt illustrated the 
mounting hostility to Christians by quoting 
the Salafist website ‘Guardians of the 
Faith’, which published an article saying 
‘Being a Muslim girl whose role models 
are the wives of the Prophet, who were 
required to wear the hijab, is better than 
being a Christian girl, whose role models 
are whores.’”

Converts to Christianity often are killed 
in Saudi Arabia, Mauritania and Iran, 
the report said and converts who remain 
alive may be subjected to heavy legal 

punishment.

One of the worst offenders of activity 
against Christians is the non-Muslim 
country of China, but a Chinese government 
official has charged that the United States 
and other Western nations “deliberately 
export Christianity to China and carry out 
all kinds of illegal evangelistic activities” 
with the aim of using the religion “to 
change the character of the regime...in 
China and overturn it.”

But Muslim countries are the most 
widespread offenders of freedom of 
religion, and Civitas estimates that between 
a half and two-thirds of Christians in the 
Middle East have left the region or have 
been killed in the past century.

Source: Arutz Sheva online

The Last Christmas in Muslim Middle East?
By Tzvi Ben Gedalyahu 

Foisting a seventh-century 
lifestyle on the world
By Joel Brinkley 

Malala Yousafzai, the young 
Pakistani girl who Taliban 

miscreants shot in the head last 
week, has once again galvanized 
worldwide public opinion against 
Muslim extremism.

If you don’t follow this issue 
closely, you may be surprised 
to learn that Muslim extremists 
injure and kill innocent little girls 
all the time.

For years now in Somalia, 
for example, al-Qaida has been 
kidnapping little girls, some as 
young as 7. They’re chained to 
beds, “educated” to embrace 
Islamic extremism and then sent 
out to be suicide bombers.

In Afghanistan several weeks 
ago, the Taliban beheaded a 
7-year-old girl. She did nothing 
wrong. These degenerates 
killed her and a young boy to 
demonstrate their anger at recent 
Afghan police actions they didn’t 
happen to like, police said.

Millions of Egyptian women, 
young and old, are furious 
about the direction their new 
Islamic government is taking. A 
constitution-drafting committee 
just made public drafts including 
one on women’s “rights.” Article 
36 says the state will ensure 
equality for women as long as 
it doesn’t conflict with Islamic 
Sharia. That’s like saying, you 
have full equality inside your jail 
cell.

Human Rights Watch, writing to 
the committee, demanded that it 
delete the term “rulings of Sharia” 
to ensure a clear commitment to 
gender equality.

For Islamic extremists, abusing 
and killing children is hardly a 
new phenomenon. In Afghanistan, 
the United Nations documented 
attacks on more than 100 schools 
last year. Razia Jan, who founded 
a girl’s school just outside Kabul, 
told CNN that the day the school 

opened, extremists threw hand 
grenades, killing 100 girls.

“Every day, you hear that 
somebody’s thrown acid at a girls’ 
face,” she added, or “they poison” 
the school’s water.

Every religion has its 
extremists. Ultra-orthodox Jews, 
Opus Dei Catholics, Buddhist and 
Hindu activists. Most of them try 
to live pious lives according to the 
codes of their faiths but seldom 
try to force their views on others. 
Some of them do fight wars — 
Burmese against the nation’s 
non-Buddhist minorities; Hindus 
against Pakistanis. But none of 
these other religions try to impose 
violent ancient customs by force 
on the rest of the world.

On a popular TV talk show in 
Egypt last month, Dr. Zaghlul 
al-Naggar, who chairs a scientific 
committee of the government’s 
Supreme Council of Islamic 
Affairs, touted the practice of 
administering camel urine as a 
medicinal treatment for various 
ills. Of course, he got a lot of 
push-back from callers.

But not only did he staunchly 
defend his stance — all because 
the Prophet Mohammed had 
recommended this as a treatment 
1,400 years ago — but announced 
that a medical center actually 
specializes in treating patients 
with camel urine.

Hadiths are codified practices 
or sayings of the Prophet 
Mohammed. No. 1:234 recalls 
his recommendation to a traveler 
who’d fallen ill that he should 
drink camel urine.

That’s the best indication I’ve 
seen to explain why Islamic 
extremists behave the way they 
do. Every religion carries forward 
traditions from its founders. Jews 
and others try to live by the Ten 
Commandments Moses is said 
to have found 3,500 years ago. 

Christians embrace the sayings 
of Jesus, such as: Blessed are the 
merciful: for they shall obtain 
mercy.

But Islam is the only faith 
whose extremists try to impose 
a seventh-century lifestyle on 
the world — including ignorant 
medical treatments, violent justice 
and extreme prejudice against 
women and those of other faiths.

Can’t these extremists sit down, 
look around and see that their task 
is a ridiculous impossibility?

And as long as they continue 
pursuing it, seriously besmirching 
the entire Islamic faith, they will 
remain the most reviled people on 
the planet.

Joel Brinkley is a professor of 
journalism at Stanford University and a 
former foreign correspondent for The New 
York Times. 

Source:  Tribune Media Service

Pastor Youcef 
Nadarkhani Again Free 
By Jordan Sekulow 

Pastor Youcef Nadarkhani was 
just released in Iran.

A leader in Pastor Youcef’s 
church has confirmed to the 
ACLJ that Iranian authorities 
released Pastor Youcef from 
prison shortly after 1:30 p.m. 
near Rasht, Iran.

He had been re-arrested on 
Christmas Day in Iran, the first 
Christmas he would have been 
able to spend with his wife and 
two young sons after his nearly 
three-year imprisonment for his 
Christian faith.

After initially spending 1,062 
days behind bars under a death 
sentence for apostasy (becoming 
a Christian), he has now been 
forced to spend an additional 
14 days in prison because of 
his faith even after his apostasy 
conviction was absolved.

The ACLJ welcomes his 
release from this unjust and 
illegal imprisonment.   Iran must 
not be allowed to persecute 
individuals because of their faith.

Pastor Youcef has become 
the face of persecution around 
the world, and his re-arrest on 
Christmas Day shows Iran’s 
intent to make an example of 
Pastor Youcef to intimidate 
people of minority faiths.

While Pastor Youcef is now 
once again free, American 
Pastor Saeed Abedini remains 
imprisoned for his faith in one of 

Iran’s most notoriously brutal and 
abusive prisons.

Pastor Youcef’s release is a 
direct result of people across 
the world standing up and 
demanding his freedom.   Iran 
is watching and responds to 
immense international pressure.

We must continue to demand 
that Iran stop abusing and 
persecuting Christians and those 
willing to defend human rights.

Please continue to sign our 
petition demanding the U.S. 
government take action on Pastor 
Saeed’s behalf.

As we received more details of 
Pastor Youcef’s release, we will 
keep you informed.

Jordan Sekulow is Executive Director 
of the American Center for Law and 
Justice.

About ACLJ - The American Center 
for Law and Justice: Led by Chief 
Counsel Jay Sekulow, the ACLJ focuses 
on constitutional and human rights law 
worldwide. Based in Washington, D.C., 
with affiliated offices in Israel, Russia, 
Kenya, France, Pakistan, and Zimbabwe, 
the ACLJ is pro-life and dedicated to the 
ideal that religious freedom and freedom 
of speech are inalienable, God-given 
rights for all people. The ACLJ engages 
legal, legislative, and cultural issues by 
implementing an effective strategy of 
advocacy, education, and litigation that 
includes representing clients before the 
Supreme Court of the United States and 
international tribunals around the globe. 
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What’s 
wrong with 
this picture?

The United Nations (Front Cover) 
officially came into existence on 

October 24, 1945 after two horrendous 
World Wars that claimed literally tens of 
millions of lives and ended with nuclear 
mushroom clouds rising above the Japanese 
cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. 

With Europe in ruins, and Japanese 
survivors bearing witness to the horrors of 
nuclear fall-out, the time had come it was 
argued, for a united international body of 
nations that could prevent war, or genocide, 
the systematic extermination of any people 
group. The U.N. at its birth in 1945 was a 
noble idea, embracing ideals that promised 
to make the world a better place for all its 
citizens. 

The problem is that it is 2013 and not 
1945; the U.N. today is not what it was 
then. For one thing, the UN is increasingly 
being influenced, and its voting procedures 
compromised and/or dominated, by Islamic 
member nations. This helps to explain 
why a Holocaust denier and proponent of 
genocide like Iran’s president, Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad, has been given, year after 

year, a UN platform by which to denigrate 
and slander Israel, even as he calls for a 
Second Holocaust that would see Israel 
‘wiped off the map.’ 

If today’s UN members adhered to their 
founding principles, Ahmadinejad would 
not be allowed to set foot inside the UN 
building never mind conduct annual tirades 
against the Jewish nation with views that 
are the polar opposite of the UN’s mandate. 
That his last appearance in November, 2012 
occurred on Yom Kippur, the most solemn 
day in the Jewish calendar, added insult to 
injury.

But this was not the only slap in the 
face Israel received during the latest UN 
General Assembly. Also on the agenda was 
the PA’s (Palestinian Authority) plan to do 
an end-run around peace negotiations with 
Israel by going directly to the UN to plead 
for recognition of the “State of Palestine.” 
The ploy worked!

UN members voted overwhelmingly in 
support of the proposal while 9 nations 
opposed it and another 41 abstained (see 
voting p2). Notably, just a few days earlier, 
on Dec. 18, the UN General Assembly 
passed 9 anti-Israel resolutions while giving 
Hamas, a terrorist organization well known 
for its stated goal of seeking the destruction 
of Israel, a UN member nation, a free pass 
(see Simon Wiesenthal UN vote analysis on 
second last page).

All this to say that, while the UN 
headquarters may stand tall against its New 

York City backdrop, recent actions by the 
UN demonstrate that its   moral standing 
and credibility are steadily eroding as more 
and more Islamic member nations wield 
their influence.  To be sure, there have been 
many occasions since 1945 when UN multi-
national forces have performed valuable 
peacekeeping services; and they deserve 
credit and recognition for sacrifices made 
in a world that seemingly can’t shake off its 
penchant for war. 

There have been other instances, however, 
such as Rwanda or Darfur, Sudan, where 
the UN’s actions, or inaction, seemed 
anemic as tribal or religious conflict 
claimed the lives of hundreds of thousands, 
if not millions. Then there is the ongoing 
conflict in Syria that threatens to engulf 
the whole region. The UN’s best efforts 
at ending the bloodshed there have so far 
fallen flat. 

The UN is not totally to blame because 
it failed to prevent these conflicts; it most 
certainly bears responsibility, at least in 
some instances, for failing to act earlier or 
for refusing to allow its forces on the ground 
to do more to prevent bloodshed, especially 
as death tolls mounted. This is precisely 
what happened in Rwanda. But, as we all 
know, peacekeeping is not an exact science.  
The pursuit of peace is complicated, and 
it is always a challenge to find consensus 
in the UN chambers among competing 
ideologies and national interests.

That said, the UN must not be excused 

for its blatant bias against Israel. The 
international body’s long voting record 
speaks for itself: the UN has consistently 
censured the Jewish nation, the only 
democracy in the Middle East, while 
giving tyrants and Islamic terrorists free 
passes – enemies of peace who can count 
on the support of growing numbers of 
sympathizers now occupying UN seats.

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 
Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

John Tweedie

America’s 
“Fiscal 
Cliff” put 
in a much 
better 
perspective:
Lesson # 1:

* U.S. Tax revenue: $2,170,000,000,000
* Fed budget: $3,820,000,000,000
* New debt: $ 1,650,000,000,000
* National debt: $14,271,000,000,000
* Recent budget cuts: $ 38,500,000,000
 

Let’s now remove 8 zeros and pretend 
it’s a household budget:

* Annual family income: $21,700
* Money the family spent: $38,200
* New debt on the credit card: $16,500
*  Outstanding balance on the credit card: 

$142,710
* Total budget cuts so far: $38.50

 
Lesson # 2: 

Here’s another way to look at the Debt 
Ceiling:

Let’s say, you come home from work 
and find there has been a sewer backup 
in your neighborhood and your home has 
sewage all the way up to your ceilings.

What do you think you should do ... 
Raise the ceilings, or remove the sewage?

Why Terrorist Attacks Have Quadrupled 
Since 2001
Kerry Patton 

Terrorism is a tactic used by individuals 
with specific ideologies. Killing an 

ideology is nearly impossible. The war on 
terror is a complete misnomer. A war cannot 
be waged against a tactic. And proving to be 
an ideological war, evidence demonstrates 
that today, the tactic of terrorism is actually 
growing world-wide.

Since 2001, the United States and our 
allies have been engaged in a complex 
war fighting against an ideology. Many 
people have been killed while many more 
have been maimed. Today, it is known 
via the University of Maryland’s Global 
Terrorism Database, deaths caused by terror 
have decreased yet attacks have actually 
quadrupled world-wide since 2001.

The leading ideological culprit behind the 
growing terror dilemma is Islam. The Global 
Terrorism Database proves unequivocally 
that those who embrace a very twisted 
religious ideology are leading the world 
today in terrorist activities — i.e. Islamists.

Terrorists have varied their tactics with 
advanced unconventional tools. Today, we 
learn that Syria is threatening to incorporate 
chemical weapons against its opposition. 
The Free Syrian Army (FSA) has already 
ransacked at least three Syrian military bases 
procuring Manual Portable Air Defense 
(MANPAD) systems shooting down a Syrian 
military helicopter just last week. Do we 
know whether they obtained any chemical 
weapons during the raids as well?

What happens if the opposition obtains 
these chemical weapons? What happens if 
Al Qaeda elements fighting alongside Free 
Syrian Army rebels transfer these weapon 
systems elsewhere later, incorporating 
them into the streets of a European or 
North American nation? Terrorist and their 

movements strengthen.

Four credible arguments can be made 
explaining why terrorist incidents have 
increased over the years—weak US 
foreign policy, internal fighting between 
conventional and unconventional military 
wisdom, technical intelligence dependency, 
and decapitated US human intelligence.

A weak US foreign policy could be 
partially blamed for the spike in world-wide 
terrorist incidents. Since the start of the 
Arab Spring, the United States has actually 
emboldened terrorist groups through 
“behind closed doors” diplomacy, weapons 
procurement, and other logistical needs. 
Simply put, the very people we often assist 
frequently become the very people we fight.

The Department of Defense incorporated 
conventional war fighting into an 
unconventional global battle. Terrorism is 
a tactic incorporating small cellular units 
which can only be destroyed by opposing 
cellular force structures. Special operations 
are the viable assets capable of defeating 
terrorist networks, yet conventional wisdom 
found its way into the fight, marginalizing 
the unconventional battle.

The United States intelligence community 
has become technologically dependent. The 
enemy has learned to incorporate technology 
into their arsenal, but quickly realized 
dependency on that technology would lead 
to their deaths due to Western intercept 
capabilities. More and more terrorists are, 
today, utilizing a very old communications 
concept known as “runners.”

It is virtually impossible to intercept terrorists 
who incorporate communication runners 
if technical intelligence tools dominate the 
intelligence, surveillance, and reconnaissance 
(ISR) platform. Human intelligence is critical in 

today’s asymmetric war.

Unfortunately, the United States’ human 
intelligence (HUMINT) capabilities were 
severely crippled during the Carter era, 
never making the comeback needed for 
national security advancements. Even with 
a newly formed clandestine service founded 
by the Defense Intelligence Agency, the 
program is in its infancy. These operators 
are being forced to sprint into a game 
without having the experience.

Human Intelligence success depends on 
sound trade-craft. Trade-craft cannot be learned 
in just a few short months in a classroom or in 
a field training exercise. It takes years to not 
only learn the tricks of the trade but to gain the 
confidence needed to enter a non-permissive 
environment and build a vetted source network.  
The Defense Clandestine Service is light years 
behind the curve.

Evidence proves that while some 
administrators and elected officials would 
like us to believe the war on terror is over, 
it is not. The world-wide terror calamity is 
actually growing. This is a growing threat 
which jeopardizes national security. And 
yet, we have failed in learning how to best 
manage the situation.

With a fiscal cliff looming and 
national security funding threatened with 
sequestration, the terrorists are gaining 
momentum. The next four years will be 
trying times for the Western free world. 
Will terror continue to flourish or will we 
learn from past mistakes allowing us to 
incorporate sound and executable plans 
of counter-actions that coincide with one 
another on all fronts?

Source: - FrontPage Magazine 
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Waiting for the Apocalypse?
by Prof. Louis René Beres

After too many years of delay and self-delusion 
concerning Tehran’s atomic intentions and 

capabilities, a militarily nuclear Iran is now pretty much a 
fait accompli.

For a distinctly identifiable period of time, selective 
preemptions against certain Iranian nuclear assets and 
corollary infrastructures could have made strategic sense. 
Now, for Israel, the country most directly threatened by 
these portentous enemy developments, self-defense options 
will be limited to mostly reactive counter-measures. Above 
all, this means fashioning critically improved nuclear 
deterrence, and also conspicuously-expanding programs for 
ballistic-missile defense.

Although never discussed publicly, these remaining 
options will likely announce an end to Israel’s longstanding 
policy of “deliberate nuclear ambiguity,” or the so-called 
“bomb in the basement.” Included, too, will be substantial 
engineering improvements to the Arrow, Iron Dome, 
and (later) Magic Wand missile interceptors. There 
will also be parallel and reinforcing efforts aimed very 
specifically at enhanced national plans for intelligence, 
counterintelligence, and cyber-defense. In military 
parlance, because these plans will be intersecting and inter-
penetrating, or “synergistic,” they will represent powerful 
“force multipliers.”

A successful and timely preemption might once have 
prevented a nuclear Iran. Similarly, Israel’s defensive 
anti-missile programs could become useful as an important 
adjunct to nuclear deterrence. This would come about 
because the rationality of any contemplated Iranian 
attack upon Israel could be affected by Israel’s deployed 
hard-target protections. In essence, with capable Israeli 
ballistic missile defenses in place, Teheran could require 
a steadily increasing number of offensive missiles just to 
ensure its necessary penetration capacity.

It is true, of course, that Israel’s active defenses could 
also provide certain limited protections for civilian 
populations or “soft” targets, but any such post-attack 
benefits would be far less important than those gains 
associated with improved nuclear deterrence.

Whether rational, irrational, or “mad” - and there are 
genuinely vital differences between these three decisional 
possibilities - any nuclear-capable Iranian leadership that 
inclines toward military conflict with the “Zionist Entity” 
could initiate a regional nuclear war. Deliberately or 
inadvertently, as a “bolt from the blue,” or as an unintended 
result of escalation, whether out of some inexorable 
religious commitment to Jihad against “unbelievers,” or, as 
a calamitous consequence of much more mundane causes 
(for example, miscalculation, accident, coup d’état, or 
command-control failure), a nuclear Tehran could ignite a 
thoroughly Dantesque excursion into fire, into the eternal 

darkness, into ice.

More than thirty-three years ago, I published the first 
of ten books that contained authoritative descriptions of 
the physical and medical consequences of nuclear war, 
any nuclear war. These descriptions were drawn largely 
from a still-valid 1975 report by the National Academy 
of Sciences, and included the following very tangible 
outcomes: large temperature changes; contamination of 
food and water; disease epidemics in crops, domesticated 
animals, and humans due to ionizing radiation; shortening 
of growing seasons; irreversible injuries to aquatic species; 
widespread and long-term cancers due to inhalation of 
plutonium particles; radiation-induced abnormalities in 
persons in utero at the time of detonations; a vast growth in 
the number of skin cancers, and increasing genetic disease.

Overwhelming health problems would afflict the 
survivors of any Iranian nuclear attack upon Israel. These 
difficulties would extend beyond prompt burn injuries. 
Retinal burns could even occur in the eyes of persons very 
far from the actual explosions.

Tens of thousands of Israelis could be crushed by 
collapsing buildings, and torn to shreds by flying glass. 
Others could fall victim to raging firestorms. Fallout 
injuries would include whole-body radiation injury, 
produced by penetrating, hard gamma radiations; 
superficial radiation burns produced by soft radiations; and 
injuries produced by deposits of radioactive substances 
within the body.

After an Iranian nuclear attack, even a “small” one, those 
few medical facilities that might still exist in Israel could 
be taxed beyond capacity. Water supplies could quickly 
become unusable. Housing and shelter could be unavailable 
for hundreds of thousands of survivors. Transportation 
would break down to rudimentary levels. Food shortages 
could be critical and long-term.

Israel’s normally complex network of exchange systems 
would be shattered. Virtually everyone would be deprived 
of the most basic means of livelihood. Emergency 
police and fire services would be decimated. All systems 
dependent upon electrical power could stop functioning. 
Severe trauma would occasion widespread disorientation 
and psychiatric disorders for which there would likely be 
no therapeutic services.

Normal human society would cease. The pestilence of 
unrestrained murder and banditry could quickly augment 
plague and epidemics. Many of the survivors would expect 
an increase in serious degenerative diseases. They could 
also expect premature death; impaired vision, and sterility. 
An increased incidence of leukemia and cancers of the 
lung, stomach, breast, ovary and uterine cervix would be 
unavoidable.

Extensive fallout could upset many delicately balanced 
relationships in nature. Israelis who survive the nuclear 
attack might have to deal with enlarged insect populations. 
Like the locusts of biblical times, mushrooming insect 
hordes could spread en masse from the radiation-damaged 
areas, in which they arose.

Insects are generally more resistant to radiation than 
humans. This fact, coupled with the prevalence of unburied 
corpses, uncontrolled waste and untreated sewage, would 
generate tens of trillions of flies and mosquitoes. Breeding 
in the dead bodies, these insects could make it impossible 
to control typhus, malaria, dengue fever and encephalitis. 
Throughout Israel, tens or even hundreds of thousands of 
rotting human corpses would pose the largest immediate 
and longer-term health threat.

Assuredly, all of these same effects, possibly even more 
expansive and destructive, would be unleashed upon Iran. 
This is because an immediate and massive Israeli retaliation 
for any Iranian nuclear aggression would be a certainty. 
Still, Iran’s comparatively greater suffering could offer little 
meaningful solace for Israel. Moreover, in purely strategic 
terms, this greater enemy suffering would be irrelevant.

Nuclear war is like any other incurable disease. For 
Israel, the only effective remaining strategy must lie in 
prevention. Barring any unlikely eleventh-hour preemptions 
against Iran - protective first-strikes that would be known 
as anticipatory self-defense under formal international 
law - Israel will have to turn for its ultimate survival to 
a well-reasoned core strategy of improved anti-missile 
interceptions and enhanced nuclear deterrence.

Any constituent failures in such an existentially 
indispensable strategy could produce utterly unprecedented 
levels of societal dislocation and human suffering.

LOUIS RENÉ BERES was educated at Princeton (Ph.D., 1971), and 
is Professor of International Law at Purdue. Born in Zürich, Switzerland, 
on August 31, 1945, he is author of several of the earliest major books 
on nuclear strategy and nuclear war, including TERRORISM AND 
GLOBAL SECURITY: THE NUCLEAR THREAT (Westview, 1979); 
APOCALYPSE: NUCLEAR CATASTROPHE IN WORLD POLITICS 
(The University of Chicago Press, 1980); PEOPLE, STATES AND 
WORLD ORDER (F. E. Peacock, 1981); MIMICKING SISYPHUS: 
AMERICA’S COUNTERVAILING NUCLEAR STRATEGY (D.C. Heath, 
Lexington Books, 1983); and SECURITY OR ARMAGEDDON: ISRAEL’S 
NUCLEAR STRATEGY (D.C. Heath, Lexington Books, 1986). Dr. Beres 
was Chair of Project Daniel, a private group that delivered an early report 
on a nuclearizing Iran (ISRAEL’S STRATEGIC FUTURE) to former 
Prime Minister Ariel Sharon, on January 16, 2003. Some of his articles 
on these issues have appeared in World Politics (Princeton); Bulletin of 
the Atomic Scientists; The Israel Journal of Foreign Affairs; International 
Journal of Intelligence and Counterintelligence; Special Warfare (DoD); 
Parameters: The Journal of the U.S. Army War College (DoD); NATIV 
(Israel/Hebrew); and International Security (Harvard). 



88 feature February 2013

The PReseRvaTIon

The visiting preacher opened his message 
with the following statement: “Today I 

want to tell you how to destroy the Jewish 
people. The title of his sermon, in fact, stood 
out boldly in the church bulletin: “How to 
Destroy the Jewish People.”

It even had appeared in the local 
newspaper that week in an advertisement 
for the special meetings the church was 
conducting with the guest evangelist—and 
it had generated no little commotion in 
town. So significant was the brouhaha that 
the local rabbi was sitting in the church, 
prepared to hear an anti-Semitic diatribe. 
Needless to say, the atmosphere was electric.

The preacher continued his opening 
remarks, announcing the text for the sermon 
and asking everyone to listen to the words of 
the prophet Jeremiah:

“Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, 
that I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah, 
Not according to the covenant that I made 
with their fathers in the day that I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land 
of Egypt, which, my covenant, they broke, 
although I was an husband unto them, saith 
the LORD; But this shall be the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel: 
After those days, saith the LORD, I will put 
my law in their inward parts, and write it in 
their hearts, and will be their God, and they 
shall be my people. And they shall teach 
no more every man his neighbor, and every 

man his brother, saying, Know the LORD; 
for they shall all know me, from the least 
of them unto the greatest of them, saith the 
LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and 
I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 
31:31–34).

Nothing thus far was inflammatory. The 
passage prophesied a new covenant that 
the Lord would establish someday with 
the descendants of Israel. The preacher 
continued reading:

“Thus saith the LORD, who giveth the sun 
for a light by day, and the ordinances of the 
moon and of the stars for a light by night, 
who divideth the sea when its waves roar; 
The LORD of hosts is his name: If those 
ordinances depart from before me, saith the 
LORD, then the seed of Israel also shall 
cease from being a nation before me forever. 
Thus saith the LORD, If heaven above can 
be measured, and the foundations of the 
earth searched out beneath, I will also cast 
off all the seed of Israel for all that they have 
done, saith the LORD” (Jer. 31:35–37).

After reading the text, the preacher 
called the congregation’s attention to the 
last three verses, which emphasize the 
everlasting nature of God’s covenant with 
Israel. The covenant was permanent. It was 
immutable, irrevocable, and unchangeable. 
Israel’s perpetuity was inexorably linked 
to the perpetuity of the physical ordinances 
of the sun, moon, stars, and Earth. If these 
ordinances disappear, then Israel will 
disappear. But as long as they remain, Israel 

will remain.

“So, you want to know how to destroy the 
Jewish people?” the preacher asked with a 
flourish. “I will tell you. But first, you must 
be able to pluck the sun, moon, and stars 
from their celestial positions and make them 
disappear forever; measure the distance 
from one end of the heavens to the other 
[something modern scientists can’t even do]; 
burrow into the very core of the earth and 
measure the distance you have bored. And if 
you can accomplish these three tasks, only 
then will you be able to eliminate forever the 
children of Israel from their long existence 
on planet Earth.”

A collective sigh of relief arose from the 
congregants, including the rabbi. The key 
truth was obvious to all: It is impossible to 
destroy the Jewish people.

Their Suffering

Considering the tragic history of Jacob’s 
children over the last two thousand years, 
that simple affirmation stands out boldly 
amid their sufferings, exiles, and narrow 
escapes from annihilation. Deuteronomy 
28, spoken and written by Moses more than 
a thousand years before Israel’s first exile, 
describes the nation’s yet future sufferings 
in these anguished words:

“And it shall come to pass, that as the 
LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, 

and to multiply you, so the LORD will 
rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring 
you to nothing; and ye shall be plucked from 
off the land to which thou goest to possess 
it. And the LORD shall scatter thee among 
all people, from the one end of the earth 
even unto the other; . . . And among these 
nations shalt thou find no ease, neither shall 
the sole of thy foot have rest; but the LORD 
shall give thee there a trembling heart, and 
failing of eyes, and sorrow of mind. And thy 
life shall hang in doubt before thee; and thou 
shalt fear day and night, and shalt have no 
assurance of thy life” (Deut. 28:63–66).

Jewish history from the destruction of 
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 through the twentieth 
century is not a pretty story. Although a 
small remnant of Jewish people continued to 
live in the land of their forefathers, the vast 
majority ended up in the diaspora (literally, 
the “scattering”), a popular Jewish term to 
describe everywhere outside the land of 
Israel. These diaspora Jews lived in foreign 
countries where the terms aliens and exiles 
more appropriately described their plight. 
Their “host” countries usually were far from 
hospitable. Wherever they wandered in the 
medieval world, they never were accorded 
citizenship.

Not only were they hated, they often 
were caught between warring factions 
and suffered the consequences. When 
the European Crusaders launched their 
expeditions in the eleventh through the 
thirteenth centuries to free the Holy Land 

By Dr. William C. Varner   The Master’s College 

But this shall be the covenant that I will make 
with the house of Israel: After those days, saith 

the LORD, I will put my law in their inward parts, 
and write it in their hearts, and will be their God, 

and they shall be my people.
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from the Moslems, they slaughtered the 
Jewish people and annihilated dozens 
of Jewish communities along the way. 
When the Black Death spread through 
Europe from 1348 through 1350, many 
people blamed the Jews, claiming they 
had poisoned wells. Thousands of Jewish 
people were burned to death, especially 
in Germany. Even the pope, not always a 
friend to the Jewish people, opposed such 
baseless accusations. But the mobs, infected 
with blind hatred, could not be dissuaded.

The infamous Spanish Inquisition, 
launched by King Ferdinand and Queen 
Isabella, finally led to the Jewish people’s 
complete expulsion from Spain in 1492 and 
then from neighboring Portugal in 1496. 
This forced exile of nearly 200,000 people 
for no other reason than the fact that they 
were Jewish indelibly marked both the 
Jewish psyche and Jewish history.

The little-known Chmielnicki Wars in 
1648 led to the slaughter of nearly 100,000 
Polish Jews by Cossack warriors. The czars 
of nineteenth-century Russia often blamed 
the Jewish people for whatever economic 
ills beset the serfs in their empire.

In 1881 the infamous pogroms broke 
out and continued sporadically until World 
War I. Local mobs, often urged on by 
their Orthodox priests, attacked Jewish 
communities, murdering thousands of 
innocent men, women, and children for 

being so-called Christ-killers. Hundreds of 
thousands of Jewish people fled to the New 
World. Those who somehow survived the 
pogroms and remained in Eastern Europe 
eventually faced the worst of all Jewish 
tragedies—the Holocaust. From 1933 to 
1945, through a series of repressive laws; 
labor camps; and, finally, gas chambers, the 
Nazis obliterated approximately six million 
Jewish people—simply because they were 
Jewish.

Their Survival

And yet they survived. The Jewish 
people, of course, are not the only 
nationality that has endured suffering. 
However, their anguish has been unique in 
several ways. No nation in the history of the 
world ever has been exiled from its land, 
lost its national existence and language, 
then returned as a people to that identical 
homeland and even revivified its ancient 
tongue. No nation, that is, except one—the 
nation of Israel.

How can we explain this phenomenon? 
Modern historians and philosophers have 
tried and failed. The Jewish experience 
simply does not fit human theories and 
explanations. One of the greatest historians 
of all time was Arnold Toynbee, whose 
classic ten-volume work, A Study of 
History, traces the rise and inevitable fall of 

twenty-six civilizations.

Despite all his brilliance, Toynbee could 
not adequately explain the phenomenon of 
the “Jewish civilization.” According to his 
philosophy of history, civilizations rise then 
eventually fall, never to rise again. Jewish 
history, however, did not fit Toynbee’s 
scheme. Yes, the Jewish nation rose and fell. 
But it survived after its fall and, amazingly, 
returned to its ancient land, reconstituted its 
national existence, and even resurrected its 
ancient language from the dead. No other 
nation has ever accomplished this feat.

Toynbee could not comprehend the 
Jewish peoples’ survival because he was 
unwilling to consider God’s promises. The 
Lord God declared through His prophet that 
Israel will never cease from being a nation 
(Jer. 31:36), and He has kept that promise 
by preserving His Chosen People through 
all their dark nights of suffering. Apart 
from God, no other explanation exists. 
Toynbee referred to the Jews as the “fossils 
of history.” A fossil is an ancient object 
that really should not be here today but is 
somehow “frozen in time”—out of place 
but here nevertheless.

From a human viewpoint, the Jewish 
people should not be here. With all they 
have endured, they should have disappeared 
long ago. More magnificent civilizations, 
such as the Assyrians, Hittites, and 
Babylonians, have been consigned to the 

dustbin of history. But, in the familiar words 
of an Israeli folk song, “Am Yisrael Hai!” 
(“The people of Israel live!”).

Their ancient persecutors and murderers 
have vanished from the stage of human 
history, but little Israel keeps playing its 
role in the divine cosmic drama. And Israel 
will continue to do so, not because of its 
cunning, savvy, or wit, but because of the 
promises of God.

The great Prussian Emperor Frederick 
often would test his chaplain with 
theological questions. Frederick, however, 
said he did not have time for long answers 
and explanations. He wanted simple 
answers that he could comprehend quickly. 
One day he asked his chaplain if he could 
provide simple and succinct evidence for 
the truth of the Bible. Frederick asked if the 
chaplain could provide the evidence in just 
one word. The wise chaplain responded that 
he could do just that.

“What is this magical word?” Frederick 
asked.

The chaplain replied, “Israel, your 
majesty. The people of Israel.”

It would be difficult indeed for anyone 
to offer better proof for the accuracy and 
divine authenticity of God’s Word. Israel 
has survived and will continue to survive 
because God Almighty has willed it.

Source: http://www.bibleprophecyblog.com 
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The victory in the referendum on the Constitution is 
the fourth straight Muslim Brotherhood success—

including the overthrow of President Husni Mubarak’s 
regime with army assistance, the parliamentary election 
and the presidential election--in the process of taking over 
Egypt for the long-term and fundamentally transforming 
it into a radical Islamist state. This last one should be 
sufficient to go all the way.

This event is also producing a new stage of Western 
rationalizations that whitewash the Muslim Brotherhood 
and rationalize support for Islamists being in power.

It isn’t that the constitution, as many Salafists would 
have liked, explicitly mandates a revolutionary Sharia state. 
Rather, the constitution sets up a framework that will allow 
the Brotherhood to do so. Between the president and the 
constitution, the Brotherhood will now march through every 
institution and remake it. Judges will be appointed; school 
curricula rewritten; army generals appointed; and so on. As 
the Brotherhood shows patience in carrying out this process 
of gaining total, permanent control, many in the West will 
interpret that as moderation.

“The problem with [President] Morsi isn’t whether he 
is Islamist or not, it is whether he is authoritarian,” said 
a Western diplomat in Cairo.   Wow, talk about Western 
misunderstanding of the importance of ideology. Perhaps 
whether or not he is an Islamist—and of course he is—has 
something to do with his being authoritarian? Since his goal 
is a Sharia state then that is an authoritarian destination for 
which authoritarian means are considered acceptable and 
are in fact a necessity. One might as well insert the words 
Communist, fascist, or radical Arab nationalist for Islamist.

 There are three factors involved here in setting Western 
policy: ignorance, a desire to avoid crises, and a foolish 
belief that having a radical regime in Egypt will moderate 
the extremists.   

To add insult to injury—literally—the  New York 
Times, which has continually portrayed the Brotherhood 
in glowing terms, now explains to its readers that the 
opposition has nothing to offer:

“The leading opposition alternatives appeared no less 
authoritarian [than the Brotherhood]: Ahmed Shafik, who 
lost the presidential runoff, was a former Mubarak prime 
minister campaigning as a new strongman, and Hamdeen 
Sabahi, who narrowly missed the runoff, is a Nasserite 
who has talked of intervention by the military to unseat  
Mr. Morsi despite his election as president.

“The problem with ‘I told you so’ is the assumption that 
if things had turned out differently the outcome would 
be better, and I don’t see that,’ the diplomat said, noting 
that the opposition to the draft constitution had hardly 
shown more respect than Mr. Morsi has for the norms of 

democracy or the rule of law. `There are no black hats and 
white hats here, there are no heroes and villains. Both sides 
are using underhanded tactics and both sides are using 
violence.”

This is disgraceful, a rationalization for either failure 
or worse. The idea is that it really didn’t matter who 
won because they are all the same so why not a Muslim 
Brotherhood government with a powerful Salafist 
influence? Any leader of Egypt is going to be a strongman. 
The question is a strongman for what causes? And if people 
were talking about unseating the democratically elected 
Mursi that’s because they view him as the equivalent for 
Egypt of some new Khomeini, a man who will drag Egypt 
into decades of repressive dictatorship and war.

  I’ve often written of the weakness and political 
incompetence of the anti-Islamist forces but these are 
courageous people fighting for a good cause. True, their 
side includes leftist and nationalist extremists but should 
that be used to discredit them all when the Islamists are 
constantly whitewashed?

And for U.S. interests it certainly does matter who wins. 
Extend this wrong-headed analogy: the Iranian Islamists are 
no worse than the shah; Saddam Hussein was no worse than 
the oligarchs who ran Iraq before it went radical in 1958; 
the current Islamist regime in Turkey is no worse than the 
high-handed Kemal Ataturk? One might have well had 
Communist regimes in South America rather than military 
dictatorships?

It might not sound nice to some people but the main task 
of Western diplomats is not to worship democracy but to try 
to promote behavior in other governments favorable to their 
own country’s interests. In those terms, Mubarak or Shafik 
is better than Morsi. And since Morsi doesn’t even stand for 
real democracy the choice is even more obvious.

And there is a dire implication here: If there is no real 
democratic opposition then the United States doesn’t 
have to help it. Is this principle thus extended to Iran, 
Turkey, Lebanon, Syria, and Tunisia? Are Islamists the 
only alternative or, to put it in a slightly less obviously 
objectionable way, should we accept and even help 
Islamists because everyone is the same?

Wow, has the Western elite lost its way. There is so little 
sense of who is a friend and who is an enemy; the lesser of 
two evils; the strategic interests of their own country that 
one can only despair of any lessons being learned from 
experience.

It’s ironic that Obama has spent so much time talking 
about how past U.S. support for pro-American dictators has 
been a mistake that led to a legacy of crisis when he is now 
supporting an anti-American dictator.

  The argument presented by U.S. officials that 
compromise is in the Brotherhood’s interest is laughable. 
Do people in Washington know what the Brotherhood 
wants and conditions in Egypt better than the Brotherhood 
leadership? We have seen this same mistake made many 
times before by Western governments and editorial writers, 
lecturing a radical regime that it would accomplish more by 
being totally different.   

  What is most disturbing is not that the Obama 
Administration is supporting this regime--which is bad 
enough--but that it’s not even suspicious of the Egyptian 
government’s intentions and behavior. It thinks the 
Brotherhood is going to curb the Salafists while it actually 
uses them as storm troops. And so in the coming months 

we will see more obfuscations and apologies about Cairo’s 
behavior.

The sad truth is that it is too late for U.S. leverage—
which the Obama Administration doesn’t want to use any 
way—to have an impact. The Brotherhood is already in 
power. If the United States gives it money and support, 
the Brotherhood will use that to consolidate its rule 
while mobilizing the people against the United States; if 
Washington doesn’t, the Brotherhood will then mobilize 
the people even more effectively in that way. A U.S. policy 
coddling the regime will be seen as the weak and stupid 
response of enemies; a tougher policy will be portrayed as 
hostile. 

 True, if Obama doles out money and military equipment 
to the regime with conditions —and slowly— Morsi has 
an incentive to go slower and more carefully, but it also 
strengthens the regime’s ability to fulfill its goals and 
entrench itself in power. But the army isn’t going to do 
anything against the regime even though, at this point, 
it will not repress the opposition for Morsi. The Islamists 
aren’t going to be won over by the United States. And 
Obama isn’t going to be serious about using pressure 
except for meaningless statements and phone calls. The 
administration will speak nice language about protecting 
women’s and minority (Christian) rights while it looks the 
other way when these are violated.

Understandably, the democratic opposition—like its 
counterparts in Lebanon, Syria, Turkey, and Iran—it has 
learned that the United States will not help them...  One 
day, decades in the future, an American president might be 
apologizing to Egyptians for a U.S. policy that backed a 
repressive Islamist regime in their country.

  What are the next steps for Morsi? To out-wait the 
opposition demonstrations, which might well diminish 
since the constitution is now an established fact, begin the 
transformation of Egypt’s institutions, and figure out how 
to handle the problem of parliament. Can he reinstate the 
results of the earlier election—with a 75 percent Islamist 
majority—or will he have to hold a new vote next year that 
might yield a much smaller majority?

Barry Rubin is director of the Global Research in International Affairs 
(GLORIA) Center and editor of the Middle East Review of International 
Affairs (MERIA) Journal.  His latest book, Israel: an Introduction, 
has just been published by Yale University Press.  Other recent books 
include  The Israel-arab Reader  (seventh edition),  The long war 
for freedom: The arab struggle for Democracy in the Middle 
east  (Wiley), and  The Truth about syria  (Palgrave-Macmillan).  

Egypt Democratically Adopts an Anti-Western 
Dictatorship (Constitution Referendum)
By Barry Rubin

The main task of Western 
diplomats is not to worship 

democracy but to try to promote 
behavior in other governments 

favorable to their own  
country’s interests

photos on this page: Scenes of the Egyptian Revolution. Are they any 

better off?
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Jews Warned Not to Wear Kippot, 
Stars of David in Copenhagen 
By Rachel Hirshfeld 

Officials in Denmark have 
warned Jews to avoid openly 
wearing Jewish and religious 
symbols, amid increasing 
anti-Israel sentiments.

Israeli and Jewish officials in 
Denmark on Wednesday warned 

Jews to avoid openly wearing 
religious symbols and dress when 
moving about Copenhagen amid 
rising anti-Israeli sentiments.

“We advise Israelis who come 
to Denmark and want to go to the 
synagogue to wait to don their skull 
caps until they enter the building 
and not to wear them in the street, 
irrespective of whether the areas 
they are visiting are seen as being 
safe,” Israel’s ambassador to 
Denmark, Arthur Avnon, told AFP.

Avnon added that visitors were 
also advised not to “speak Hebrew 
loudly” or demonstrably wear Star 
of David jewelry, the news agency 
reported.

Denmark’s national Jewish 
Religious Community organization 
has also advised its members, and 
those at the private Jewish school 
in Copenhagen, to exercise caution.

Jewish School headmaster Jan 
Hansen told daily Jyllands-Posten: 
“It is not something that we do 
officially, but if the issue comes up 
we would say (to our pupils) they 
should think twice before walking 
into certain areas of Copenhagen 
with a skull cap or Star of David.”

The warnings come a few 
weeks after an attack on the 
Israeli embassy in Copenhagen, 

during which anti-Israel protesters 
gathered outside, throwing 
fireworks and spraying the 
embassy entrance wall with 
graffiti saying ““childkillers”.

No one was injured during the 
incident and one person has since 
been charged in the attack.

Avnon said that after the attack, 
a lower-ranking officer from 
Denmark’s foreign ministry had 
called the embassy offering to 
pay for some of the damage to 
the building, but that otherwise 
official Denmark had not reacted 
to the incident, AFP reported.

According to figures from 
the Jewish Belief Centre, the 
organization has received 37 
reports of anti-Jewish incidents this 
year, predominantly in the heavily 
immigrant Noerrebro neighborhood 
and around the Jewish synagogue in 
central Copenhagen.

Denmark’s Jewish community 
is estimated at between 6,000 and 
8,000 people.

In September, a Jewish rabbinical 
college in Germany similarly 
warned its students against wearing 
kippot in public, after Rabbi Daniel 
Alter was attacked by four Arab 
youths in Berlin.

During WWII, the Danes 
evacuated the Danish Jews to 
Sweden in a heroic night sea 
rescue. The Danish  king said that 
he would wear the yellow star 
demanded of Jews by the Nazis.

Source: Arutz Sheva online

The Moral Bankruptcy of Europe
By Kevin Zdiara

At the General Assembly the 
Czechs stepped out of the 
European indifference and 
accompliceship. The Czech 
Republic’s political weight is 
negligible, but the moral weight 
is invaluable. 

The vote in the United 
Nations General Assembly 

on the upgrade of the status 
of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization, commonly known 
as “Palestine”,  reveals more 
than anything else the moral 
bankruptcy of Europe. While, 
on the one hand, the attitude of 
many European countries towards 
Israel has moved in the direction 
of open hostility since the early 
1970s, it seems, on the other hand, 
a significant change that more 
than half of the European Union 
members, i.e. 14 countries, chose 
many of the most brutal regimes 
in the world like North Korea, 
Iran or Syria as their allies instead 
of Israel and the United States.

Another worrisome fact was 
that 12 more European countries 
decided to abstain from the vote, 
as if they weren’t able to make 
up their minds, incapable to 
decide whether to grant Mahmoud 
Abbas more privileges at the 
United Nations or not. How, for 
example, was it possible for one 
of the allegedly closest allies of 
Israel in Europe, Germany, to 
switch its position only hours 
before the vote from ‘No’ to ‘We 
don’t know’? How was it possible 
that Germany couldn’t come to a 
decision on this vital issue?

Only the small Czech Republic 
had the courage to stand up and 
say ‘No’ to Abbas’s UN farce. The 
same country that was abandoned 
by Europe in the 1930s and 
handed over to Nazi Germany 
stood at Israel’s side without 
wavering. The Czech government 
obviously understood what was 
at stake, that once again there was 
an international roundup going 

on. This time the victim was not 
Czechoslovakia but the Jewish 
state. Unlike the rest of the world, 
the Czech Republic takes the 
lessons from history seriously: in 
the face of injustice and evil one 
must not remain silent.

To understand why the Czech 
Republic voted as it did, it helps 
to take into consideration one of 
the most important books by the 
former president of the Czech 
Republic Václav Havel, called 
“Living in Truth”. There, Havel 
elaborated on the idea of truth as 
the most important value in order to 
stay human in a totalitarian society. 
Havel wrote: “Living within the lie 
can constitute the system only if 
it is universal. The principle must 
embrace and permeate everything. 
There are no terms whatsoever on 
which it can co-exist with living 
within the truth, and therefore 
everyone who steps out of line 
denies it in principle and threatens 
it in its entirety.”

At the General Assembly 
the Czechs stepped out of the 
European line of indifference 
and accompliceship, and thereby 
threatened the Palestinian-European 
alliance against Israel. Of course, the 
Czech Republic’s political weight 
is negligible but the moral weight 
is invaluable. They made clear that 
there is a difference between ‘No’ 
and ‘Abstain’, and there certainly 
is a difference between ‘No’ and 
‘Yes’ in the case of Abbas’s UN 
bid. Right now, it is not clear 
whether the Czech vote will have 
any effects but neither was it clear 
that Havel’s words would eventually 
help dismantle the communist 
dictatorship in Czechoslovakia.

Furthermore, the brave decision 
by the Czech government revealed 
the total lack of morality and 
backbone in the other European 
capitals. The continent that 
witnessed and participated in the 
German genocide against European 
Jews once again turned a blind eye 

to injustice committed against Jews

The General Assembly in its 
last session adopted 21 resolutions 
concerning Israel and only 4 on 
the rest of the world combined. 
No European diplomat dared to 
speak out against this bias at the 
UN. Not one of the European 
countries which on a regular basis 
claim to be interested in a lasting 
peace in the Middle East voiced its 
opposition when the chairman of 
the PLO, Mahmoud Abbas, spread 
his vicious lies about Israel.

He called Israel a “racist and 
colonialist” state, compared it 
to the South African Apartheid 
and blatantly told the General 
Assembly that Israel had 
conducted “ethnic cleansing” 
against the Palestinians and 
continues to do so. European 
diplomats sat there and in some 
cases even applauded Abbas’s 
vitriolic speech. And they did 
so because they lack a moral 
compass, they don’t care whether 
Israel exists or not, although they 
wouldn’t say so in public.

In Europe where a post-modern 
ideology of relativity of historical 
facts and moral values has taken 
over, it shouldn’t come as a 
surprise that those receive acclaim 
who shout the loudest and spread 
the most fantastic lies.

Given this situation it seems as 
if the Jewish state and the Jews 
have lost a cold-hearted Europe. 
But one shouldn’t take the 
example of the Czech Republic 
and its eight fellow dissenters for 
granted. In a world and an age 
of lies, it is incredibly daring to 
speak the truth, and one should 
keep in mind the national motto 
of the Czech Republic: “Pravda 
vítezí” or “Truth prevails”.

The writer is a doctoral candidate in 
philosophy, writing on the Jewish-American 
philospher Horace M. Kallen. He is a 
frequent contributor to the German blog 
“Die Achse des Guten” (www.achgut.com).

Source: Arutz Sheva online

EJC: Swedish 
Jewish Community 
‘Dying of 1,000 Cuts’
By Chana Ya’ar 

Sweden’s Jewish community is in 
“grave danger” after a series of 
anti-Semitic attacks, warns the 
European Jewish Congress.

The statement came in the 
wake of an attack on two 

Jewish women earlier this week in 
the city of Malmo.

“The situation is intolerable for 
Jews in Malmo, and every week 
we hear of another attack,” said 
EJC President Dr. Moshe Kantor.

“The community is slowly being 
pushed out; it is dying by ‘a thousand 
cuts.’ Each attack should be seen and 
dealt with as a part of a greater pattern 
to make Jewish life unsustainable in 
Sweden,” he reported.

“The attacks against Jews 
should be seen in their entirety 
and there is a concerted attempt 
to rid certain areas in Sweden, if 
not the whole country, of Jews,” 
Kantor warned.

Earlier in the week, large 
swastikas were twice scrawled on 
several doors belonging to two 
separate Jewish homes in Malmo, 
according to a report published in 
the local daily Sydsvenskan.

One of the homes was broken 
into, and a computer and Judaica 
were stolen. The homeowners 
reportedly called police four 
times during that weekend as the 
attackers continued to return.

“Breaking into Jewish homes 
and deliberately stealing items of 
great personal and emotional value 
is outrageous,” noted Lena Posner-
Korosi, President of the Swedish 
Council of Jewish Communities 
and EJC executive member.

The incident came on the heels 
of an attack on a synagogue in 
Malmo, a vicious attack on a rabbi 
in the street and several assaults 
carried out against the Jewish 
community in the last couple of 
months, Kantor added.

“The EJC will request a 
meeting with the Prime Minister 
of Sweden to discuss the issue 
and the need for greater policing, 
enforcement of anti-racism laws 
and a long-term strategy for 
dealing with the attacks on the 
Jewish community, because we 
are reaching a tipping point for the 
Jews in Sweden,” he said.

“I urge the political leadership 
not only in Malmo but the Swedish 
government to take all measures to 
end the spiral of increased hatred 
and violence against Jews in the 
country,” Posner-Korosi said.

Source: Arutz Sheva Online
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An Arab-Jewish ice cream shop’s sweet story

Sea Of Galilee Water Level 
Very Encouraging
Israeli officials now believe the region 

will receive more rain than expected this 
winter, bringing the Sea of Galilee back 
up to a level it has not been at in over 10 
years. Israel Water Authority official Dr. 
Amir Givati noted that due to abundant 
rainfall early this season, the Sea of Galilee 
already began to rise in late October, more 
than a month before it typically starts to 
rise in the annual rain cycle.”Our estimate 
at the beginning of the winter was that we 
were facing an average winter,” said Givati. 
“Today we believe that it will be more than 
that, at least in the north of the country. 
Givati explained that even if precipitation 
levels were only “average” this winter, 
the Sea of Galilee would still rise to 210.8 
meters below sea level, which is just two 
meters below its “upper red line.” That is 
a major increase following seven years of 
drought, when the Sea of Galilee raced 
past its “lower red line” and repeatedly 
flirted with its “black line.” The rise in the 
lake’s water level comes primarily from 
the northern part of the Jordan River and 
the streams that run down from the Golan 

Heights, all of which started flowing much 
earlier than usual. “To see the Jordan 
River flowing at this time of year - that’s a 
phenomenon that takes place once every 20 
years,” Givati said. (Israel Today) 

At the new ice cream parlor in Tarshiha, 
the common language is the sound of 

a lick. With a mixed clientele of Muslims, 
Christians and Jews from Israel and abroad, 
visitors will hear Hebrew, Arabic, English 
and a smattering of other languages being 
spoken between licks.

Adam Ziv and Alaa Sawitat opened 
Bouza (“ice cream” in Arabic) last July and 
have attracted a steady stream of clientele 
curious about this partnership between an 
Arab Muslim and a Jewish kibbutznik in 
the Tarshiha shuk (marketplace), which 
is not usually associated with swanky ice 
cream stores. What also helps business is 
that the nearest homemade ice cream shop 
in the Western Galilee is 16 kilometers 
away.

But it’s the taste that brings customers 
back, says Ziv.

“We’re not just a novelty of being a 
Muslim-Jewish coexistence ice cream 
store,” Ziv tells ISRAEL21c. “We make ice 
cream that people like.”

Bouza’s customers range from 
schoolchildren (who pay the equivalent of 
just $1.25 if they come in school uniform) 
to grandparents. Ice cream is served by 
portion size and not by the scoop, with 
prices ranging between $2.35 and $4.50.

The beat of Tarshiha

In 1963, the city of Ma’alot-Tarshiha 
came about through a municipal merger 
of the Arab town of Tarshiha and the 
Jewish town of Ma’alot. The artificial 
Lake Monfort, to the east of the city, as 
well as an annual international sculpture 
symposium, had been the two main 
attractions for tourists to the area.

And then in the last year, fashionable 
pubs and eateries started to open in the 
quiet Muslim-Christian side of the town.

For Ziv, the new beat of Tarshiha was 
perfect.

The 27-year-old Kibbutz Sasa resident, 
who belongs to a local band and performs 

with friends at small bars around the 
country, had just returned to Israel from a 
year-long trip around Europe and Africa. 
During his travels, Ziv apprenticed at 
gelaterias in Italy and ice cream shops in 
the Canary Islands.

Upon his return, Ziv asked longtime 
family friend Sawitat, a co-owner of one of 
the Galilee’s top bistros, for help finding a 
place to open a store. Together they chose 
Sawitat’s hometown of Tarshiha – and also 
joined forces. Ziv is in charge of making 
the ice cream. Sawitat handles the financial 
side of the business.

“From the moment I thought of opening 
an ice cream parlor, I looked for a place 
near Kibbutz Sasa that would also be cool,” 
Ziv told Hazman Hayarok newspaper. 
“I thought it would be amazing to build a 
business that is co-run by Jews and Arabs, 
a place where Jews and Arabs would 
come. … The other day we looked outside 
and saw people from a Jewish village in 
the Galilee sitting beside a group of Arab 
youths from Tarshiha. A friend of mine 
looked at me and said, ‘So, this is the new 
Middle East.’”

Kenafeh in a cone

Ice cream stores in Israel tend to offer up 
eccentric combinations. Hummus ice cream 
was last summer’s big hit, with gelaterias 
around the country mashing chickpeas into 
sugar and cream.

Bouza’s ingredients are a mix of local 
produce and Italian imports such as nut 
pastes and dark chocolate.

“People can designate our ice cream 
with whatever style they want,” says Ziv. 
“The technique is Italian but I don’t like to 
call it Italian ice cream. Our ice cream is 
influenced by the whole Galilee region.”

Ziv makes use of his marketplace 
location. On Saturday mornings he buys 
fresh ingredients from local farmers. He 
then employs older Tarshiha women, 
looking for added income, to help him 
prepare the fruits for his ice cream.

“Anything with nuts – hazelnuts, pine 
nuts, pistachio – these are our big sellers,” 
says Ziv. “We try some Middle Eastern 
mixes like pomegranate and lemongrass 
or chocolate and spearmint. We’re still 
working on a kanafeh [sweet Palestinian 
cheese pastry] flavored ice cream but 
haven’t found the right recipe yet. I don’t 
want to be too pretentious when making 
new flavors. Our motto is ‘simply ice 
cream’ – and that’s what we do. We make 
great ice cream for our customers.”

At the end of the day, Ziv says he is 
just trying to satisfy customers and hopes 
“they’ll remember the way back to Bouza.”

Source: ISRAEL21c: http://israel21c.org

Report- Israel is the Second-
Most Educated Country
The “Education at a Glance 2012” report finds that 64% of Israelis reach higher 

education, second only to Canada.

Israel is the second-most educated country among OECD member countries, according to 
a report released on Tuesday.

 The “Education at a Glance 2012” report found that Israel was second only to Canada in 
terms of the percentage of 25 to 64 year-olds that have reached higher education.

 The report found that 46% of all 25-64 year-olds in Israel have a higher education. In 
Canada, which topped the list, 51% of members of the same age group reached higher 
education. Israel was followed by Japan with 45%.

 In the United States, the report found that 42% of the adult population has a higher 
education. The average among OECD countries is 30%.

 Israel was also high on the list of percentages of young people who graduate from upper 
secondary education, with a rate of more than 90%. In addition to Israel, one can find 
Finland, Greece, Ireland, Japan, Korea, Portugal, Slovenia and the United Kingdom among 
the countries with a higher than 90% rate of people who graduate from upper secondary 
education.

 The report also found that Israel ranks high in terms of the number of hours children 
spend in the classroom.

 The number of school hours in Israeli elementary schools is 18% higher than the OECD 
average, the report found. The average number of school hours in Israeli high schools is 
16% above the OECD average and the average number of school hours in Israeli junior high 
schools is six percent higher than the OECD average. However, the number of weeks of 
study in the Israeli school year is similar to the OECD average.

Source: http://www.israelnationalnews.com/News/News.aspx/159889 
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Repenting On Behalf Of A Country?
By Jack Kelley

“Now the glory of the God of Israel went 
up from above the cherubim, where it had 
been, and moved to the threshold of the 
temple. Then the Lord called to the man 
clothed in linen who had the writing kit at 
his side and said to him, “Go throughout 
the city of Jerusalem and put a mark on 
the foreheads of those who grieve and 
lament over all the detestable things that 
are done in it.”

As I listened, he said to the others, “Follow 
him through the city and kill, without 
showing pity or compassion. Slaughter old 
men, young men and maidens, women and 
children, but do not touch anyone who has 
the mark. Begin at my sanctuary.” So they 
began with the elders who were in front of 
the temple. (Ezekiel 9:3-6)

The principle of marking those who 
would be protected from judgment was 

first mentioned in Genesis 4:15 when the 
Lord marked Cain as a warning to those who 
might try to kill him for murdering Abel.

It had also been hinted at when the Lord 
told Elijah He had reserved 7,000 faithful 
in Israel who had not succumbed to idol 
worship (1 Kings 19:18), but Ezekiel 9:4 
stands as the clearest example in history of 
the Lord marking those who are His and 
protecting them from danger. In the spiritual 
world the mark is a sign that the marked 
person belongs to the Lord and is off limits 
to anyone else.

Have You Been Marked?

And you also were included in Christ 
when you heard the word of truth, the 
gospel of your salvation. Having believed, 
you were marked in him with a seal, the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit 
guaranteeing our inheritance until the 
redemption of those who are God’s 
possession-to the praise of his glory  
(Ephes 1:13-14).

Now it is God who makes both us and 
you stand firm in Christ. He anointed 
us, set his seal of ownership on us, 
and put his Spirit in our hearts as a 
deposit, guaranteeing what is to come  
(2 Cor. 1:21-22).

In these two passages Paul revealed that 
all born again believers were marked at the 
time they believed to show that they belong 
to the Lord. It’s the spiritual equivalent of a 
rancher branding his cattle with his mark of 
ownership. The presence of this mark will 
protect us like it has protected others He has 
marked throughout history.

They tell how you turned to God from 
idols to serve the living and true God, and 
to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead-Jesus, who rescues us 
from the coming wrath. (1 Thess. 1:9-10)

But in our case, the mark doesn’t just 
protect us from the judgment taking place 
around us, it qualifies us to be removed 
from the judgment altogether. The Greek 
word translated from in the last phrase of 
the above passage means we’ll be separated 
(distanced) from both the time and the place 
of the coming wrath.

Peter used the example of Lot to describe 
this. (Note the similarity in the wording of 
1 Thess. 1:9-10 above and 2 Peter 2:7, 9 
below).

If The Lord rescued Lot, a righteous man, 
who was distressed by the filthy lives of 
lawless men, then He knows how to rescue 

godly men from trials and to hold the 
unrighteous for the day of judgment, while 
continuing their punishment (2 Peter 2:7,9). 
The angels sent to destroy Sodom and 
Gomorrah couldn’t do so until they had Lot 
safely out of the way (Genesis 9:15-16, 22).

This mark can only be received on an 
individual or personal basis. What I mean is 
we’re not marked because we’re part of the 
Church, we’re part of the Church because 
we’re marked. The concept of collective 
salvation is not Biblical. Nor is it possible 
for a person with God’s mark to transfer its 
benefits to someone without it.

Let Me Make This Perfectly Clear

God has stated this in no uncertain terms. 
In speaking of the judgment about to fall on 
the Southern Kingdom he had Ezekiel say;

“Son of man, if a country sins against me 
by being unfaithful and I stretch out my hand 
against it to cut off its food supply and send 
famine upon it and kill its men and their 
animals, even if these three men-Noah, Daniel 
and Job-were in it, they could save only 
themselves by their righteousness, declares 
the Sovereign Lord (Ezekiel 14:12-14).

Notice He didn’t have Ezekiel say, “If 
my people ...” He said “If a country ...” 
This tells me He was giving us a general 
principle applicable to all nations, not one 
that would only apply to Israel, as is the 
case with promises like 2 Chronicles 7:14 
and Jeremiah 29:11.

If any country persists in going against 
the will of God and doing things He has 
forbidden, and He determines to judge 
that country, the believers in it, no matter 
how righteous they may be, can only 
save themselves. In Ezekiel 14:15-20 He 
repeatedly said that even if their own sons 
and daughters would be affected by the 
judgment, the prayers of these righteous 
men could not save them. They could save 
only themselves by their righteousness.

(Rev. 7:1-8 shows the marking of certain 
individuals will happen one final time after 
the Church is gone when the Lord will put 
His seal on the foreheads of His 144,000 
servants to protect them from the coming 
Trumpet and Bowl judgments. And once 
again His mark will only protect those to 
whom it will be given.)

Why Are You Doing That?

There is a currently popular trend in the 
US where groups of believers have been 
offering prayers of repentance on behalf of 
our country in an effort to stay the hand of 
God’s judgment. But the Lord had Ezekiel 
tell us this would not accomplish anything. 
If any nation continues to defy God by 
going against His ways, that nation will 
be judged and the prayers of the righteous 
people in it will only benefit themselves. 
Only those who have received the mark of 
God will be rescued.

Proponents of repenting on behalf of 
our country use the examples of Jonah and 
Daniel to support their position. I’ve written 
about Jonah in the past, showing how in 
that case every person in Nineveh, from the 
King to the lowliest servant, repented by 
clothing themselves in sackcloth and fasting 
(Jonah 3:6-9) in a united effort to avoid 
the judgment. It was not a case of a few 
repenting on behalf of the others. They were 
all repenting - every one of them.

Those who propose Daniel’s prayer 

on behalf of Israel in support of this 
don’t understand that his case was not 
reflective of our situation either. According 
to Daniel’s own account, he was only 
reminding God of something He had 
already publicly promised to do;

In the first year of Darius son of Xerxes 
(a Mede by descent), who was made ruler 
over the Babylonian kingdom-in the first 
year of his reign, I, Daniel, understood from 
the Scriptures, according to the word of the 
Lord given to Jeremiah the prophet, that the 
desolation of Jerusalem would last seventy 
years (Daniel 9:1-2)

Daniel had read the Book of Jeremiah, 
written almost 70 years earlier. He knew 
that the time of captivity was nearly over 
and that God had already promised to 
deliver them.

“This whole country will become a 
desolate wasteland, and these nations will 
serve the king of Babylon seventy years.” 
(Jeremiah 25:11)

This is what the Lord says: “When 
seventy years are completed for Babylon, 
I will come to you and fulfill my gracious 
promise to bring you back to this place” 
(Jeremiah 29:10).

And as for the claim that Daniel’s prayer 
brought Cyrus the Persian to conquer 
Babylon and free the Jews, Isaiah had 
foretold this 200 years previously, even 
naming Cyrus by name. In the message 
given through Isaiah, God called Cyrus 
His anointed (chosen one) and included a 
detailed description of the plan by which 
Cyrus would conquer Babylon without a 
battle (Isaiah 45:1-7).

Jewish tradition holds that Daniel showed 
this portion of the scroll of Isaiah to Cyrus 
following the fall of Babylon. In response 
Cyrus ordered the Jewish captives to be 
set free. This was not something prompted 
by Daniel’s prayer; it had been God’s 
published plan all along.

Where the judgment of the US is 
concerned, God has offered no prophecy of 
duration and no promise of restoration. And 
now enough people have voted to continue 
on the path of rebellion to confirm the 
futility of offering prayers of repentance on 
behalf of our country.

Where Do We Go From Here?

Since I believe we’re at the End of the 
Age and that the US has no official role to 
play in bringing about God’s Kingdom, 
I see a future where the US continues 
to decline in power and influence while 
events increasingly become centered in the 
Middle East. I think the election results tell 
us God’s plan for the End Times is right on 
schedule and there will be no more delay.

Therefore, I believe we should continue 
living each day by trusting in the Lord and 
longing for His appearing to take us home. 
We should stop worrying about our life here 
and focus our time, our talents, and our 
treasure on preparing for our life to come 
(Matt. 6:19-34). And above all, we should 
remember that while there’s no such thing 
as repenting on behalf of our country, there 
is such a thing as asking the Holy Spirit to 
soften the hearts of our unsaved loved ones 
toward repenting for themselves. While 
there is no collective salvation, there are 
untold millions of cases where the destinies 
of individuals have been changed through 
the prayers of others. I know because I’m 
one of them.

Every idol in our lives is being removed. 
Believing in our country, our leaders, 
our economy, our bank accounts or even 
ourselves is proving to be ineffective. 
The only one left to believe in is God, and 
that’s just the way He wants it. Trust in the 
Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge him, and he will make your 
paths straight (Proverbs 3:4-6). You can 
almost hear the footsteps of the Messiah.

Source: http://gracethrufaith.com/selah/repenting-
on-behalf-of-a-country/ 

This mark can only 
be received on an 

individual or personal 
basis. ... The concept of 
collective salvation is 

not Biblical.
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Israeli Mother Vanquishes Knife-Wielding Terrorist 

When Yael Ram-Matzpon heard the door open at 3:30 
a.m., she thought it was her husband returning from 

his job in the IDF.   But when the door flung open and the 
light flicked on, she found herself face to face with a knife-
wielding Palestinian terrorist from Gaza.   Lying next to 
her in bed was her four and half year-old daughter and two 
year-old son. In a room close by, her eight and nine year old 
daughters lay sleeping.

“’What do you want, I asked him.  Money, food?’  I got 
up. He told me to get down on the floor.   I knew I wasn’t 
doing that.”

And so began a fight to the death between an unarmed 
39 year-old mother of four and an armed terrorist in Sde 
Avraham, a neighborhood in southern Israel’s Eshkol region 
near Gaza; a mother who knew that only she stood between 
him and the slaughter of her innocent children.  “He pushed 
me down and started to slash me,” she told Israel’s evening 
news.

“And I thought:    ‘Now I’m going to feel what it’s like 
to be slashed, just like you see on television.’”   As she 
speaks, we notice the long scar on her cheekbone, the tear 
in her skin under her eye and on her chin, evidence of the 
deadly weapon which sought to take away her life and the 

lives of her children.

Yael,  an Olympic-level horse trainer in dressage, who 
learned self defense during her army service, didn’t panic.   
Instead, she threw everything she  had at him, punching 
him in the face and eyes and nose, scratching and  jabbing 
him   —not as if, but because—her life, and the lives of 
her children depended on it.   He began to throw things at 
her, a mirror, a scale, but missed.  She took the moment to 
lead her small children to safety, sending her daughter to 
her sisters, and putting her little boy into the bomb shelter 
and locking the door.  She picked up a large heavy metal 
bell, used to start horse competitions, and used it to pummel 
him out of the room and into the adjoining shower.   She 
locked and barricaded the door, flying to the kitchen to call 
her husband and a neighbor who was a sharpshooter.

Probably realizing he had stumbled on a tigress he 
couldn’t overcome, the terrorist jumped out of the window.  
He was soon spotted and shot by  the IDF, which although 
it responded with lightning speed, had allowed the terrorist 
to infiltrate in the first place. A section  of the security 
fence guarding neighborhoods close to Gaza was left open 
and unmanned, allowing the terrorist free access. New 
‘agreements’ with Gaza now allow Palestinians to work the 

fields right up to the security fence. Such is the decision of 
our politicians.

If not for the courage, strength, and level-headedness 
of  this Israeli  woman, the photos of Jewish children 
butchered in their beds would be splashed across the Israeli 
papers instead of the photos of campaigning  politicians.   
Only Maariv put Yael and her heroic battle on its front 
page.  Yediot Aharonot put it on page 25.  As for the foreign 
press, I didn’t read  a single word about how an unarmed 
mother fought off a knife-wielding  terrorist to save herself 
and her children.   And what could be more  newsworthy 
than that?   Except, of course, if your paper doesn’t 
really  rejoice in such a victory and would rather print the 
blood.   I have two  words for them, and they aren’t happy 
birthday.

God bless Yael Ram-Matzpon and all our Israeli 
women, mothers and soldiers  who are sometimes forced 
to be both at the same time in order to protect  themselves 
and their children with bare hands, from marauding,   
barbaric  terrorist murderers who seek out babies in their 
beds.   This time, though,  the murderer got more than he 
bargained for.

By  Naomi Ragen

Toronto University 
Students Vote to 
Endorse BDS
By Elad Benari, Canada 

The Graduate Student Union at the University of Toronto 
overwhelmingly votes to endorse the BDS campaign 
against Israel.

The Graduate Student Union (GSU) at the University 
of Toronto has decided to endorse the Boycott, 

Divestment and Sanctions (BDS) campaign against Israel.

A statement by a group calling itself “Students against 
Israeli Apartheid, University of Toronto” said that the GSU 
overwhelmingly voted in favor of a resolution to endorse 
the global campaign for BDS at their annual general 
meeting on December 10.

Over 150 graduate students were present at the meeting, 
of which approximately 97 percent voted in favor of the 
motion, with only a few students opposed, said the group’s 
statement.

The resolution states that “the Graduate Students Union 
endorse Palestinian civil society’s 2005 call for boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions by calling on the University 
of Toronto to refrain from investing in all companies 
complicit in violations of international law. This includes 
any company that: profits from the illegal occupation of 
Palestinian land, directly benefits from the construction 
of the Wall and Israeli settlements, is economically active 
in settlements, and profits from the collective punishment 
of Palestinians. This would include the companies BAE 
Systems, Northrop Grumman, Lockheed Martin and 
Hewlett Packard.”

According to Students against Israeli Apartheid, the 
resolution was adopted “in support of Palestinian rights 
and opposition to Israel’s illegal military occupation of 
Palestine and its violations of international law under the 
Geneva Conventions, as affirmed by the International Court 
of Justice in 2004.”

“The passage of this resolution is a milestone in 
divestment activities in North America and will hopefully 
pave the way for a broader campaign which demands 
that the University of Toronto divest from any and all 
companies profiting from Israel’s illegal occupation,” said 
the group.

Similar resolutions against Israel have also been adopted 
in the past year by graduate student associations at other 
Canadian universities such as York University, University of 
Regina and Carleton University in Ottawa.

Source: Arutz Sheva online

Israel Planning to 
Build Holy Temple, 
Claims PA Official
By Elad Benari 

“The construction of the false Temple on the Temple 
Mount is closer than ever before,” claims an official with 
the Al-Aqsa Mosque.

The head of manuscripts at the Al-Aqsa Mosque, Najeh 
Bkeirat, has accused Israel of trying to “Judaize” the 

Temple Mount by building a new Holy Temple.

Speaking on January 4 to the Palestine  journal, which 
is affiliated with the Hamas terrorist group, Bkeirat 
claimed that “the construction of the false Temple is closer 
than ever before.”

Bkeirat claimed in the  interview  that an analysis of 
Jerusalem’s development plans  finds there is an intention 
to Judaize the Al-Aqsa Mosque, and within this framework 
build the Temple on its ruins and to then reduce 
the number of Arab residents in the city.

In order to deal with the “danger” of such a move, he 
called to increase the Muslim presence in the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and hold educational programs in it, in addition 
to public relations activities about the importance of the 
mosque and the other Islamic holy places in Jerusalem.

Arabs continuously accuse Israel of “Judaizing” the 
Temple Mount, sometimes resorting to ridiculous propaganda 
such as accusing Israel of  using chemicals  to erode 
the foundations of the mosque in order to cause it to collapse.

The Popular Resistance Committees terrorist 
organization  has threatened  Israel that any harm to the 
Al-Aqsa mosque would “open the gates of hell against the 
Zionist enemy.”

Meanwhile the Waqf, which was left in charge of 
the Temple Mount following Jerusalem’s reunification 
in 1967, has  removed every sign  of ancient Jewish 
presence at the Jewish holy site. The decision to leave 
the Temple Mount in the hands of the Waqf was made by 
then-Defense Minister Moshe Dayan.

At the entrance to the Temple Mount, a Waqf sign says, 
“The Al-Aqsa Mosque courtyard and everything in it is 
Islamic property”.

Police, in an attempt to appease the Waqf, discriminate 
against Jews. They limit the number of Jewish worshippers 
allowed on the Temple Mount at one time in order to 
prevent conflict with Muslim worshippers. They  often 
close the Mount  to Jews in response to Muslim riots – 
despite evidence that Muslim riots have been planned in 
advance for the specific purpose of forcing Jews out.

A recent report by archaeologists found that the Waqf 
is  continuing to destroy Jewish antiquities  on the Temple 
Mount in a direct violation of a ruling by the Supreme Court.

Source: Arutz Sheva online
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New Fatah logo  
eliminates Israel
By Elhanan Miller 

While Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas continues to voice 

support for a two-state solution based on 
the 1967 borders, condemning the use of 
violence, his party, Fatah, seems to have a 
different scenario in mind.

A new logo, issued by Fatah ahead of the 
party’s 48th anniversary celebrations, is 
replete with bellicose symbols including the 
barrel of a rifle and a Palestinian keffiyeh 
(headscarf) covering the entire territory from 
the Jordan river to the Mediterranean Sea, 
eliminating the state of Israel, Palestinian 
Media Watch revealed Wednesday.

The logo, published in official PA daily 
Al-Hayat Al-Jadidah on December 10, also 
features other loaded images, including the 
Dome of the Rock on Jerusalem’s Temple 
Mount, a white dove in shackles, and a door 
key symbolizing the “right of return” for 
Palestinian refugees and their descendants. The 
words on the logo read “the state and victory.”

The Palestinian Authority consistently 
eradicates Israel’s existence in its official 
maps in government offices, schools and the 
media, Palestinian Media Watch reported.

Ido Zelkovitz, an expert on Fatah at Haifa 
University’s department of Middle East 
history and the Ezri Center, said that Fatah 
is directing its combative message largely at 
a domestic audience, in a bid to respond to 
rival movement Hamas’s fiery rhetoric.

“Armed struggle is an integral part of 

Fatah’s founding ethos,” Zelkovitz told The 
Times of Israel. “The message is: if goals 
can’t be achieved through negotiations, the 
military option is always there… For Fatah, 
remaining weaponless is having no identity.”

The number 48 is also highly symbolic, a 
reference to the 1948 establishment of Israel 
and the ensuing Palestinian nakba, or disaster. 
The 48th anniversary marks the day in which 
Fatah went from clandestine to public activity 
through firing “the first bullet” at an Israeli 
water pipe on January 1, 1965.

Zelkovitz considers the white dove in 
shackles a dual symbol. It represents both 
the Israeli procrastination in the peace 
process and a demand to liberate Palestinian 
prisoners held in Israeli jails.

Fatah representative in Gaza Yahya Rabbah 
told local media this week that his movement 
will celebrate its anniversary in Hamas-
controlled Gaza  ”in the right time and place.”

Despite the combative spirit represented 
in the new logo, Zelkovitz said that Abbas 
understands that the armed struggle has 
led Palestinians nowhere, and consistently 
speaks up against it.

“There are various streams inside Fatah, and 
not everyone is committed to [Abbas’s] hopes 
and aspirations,” he said.”The same is true 
for us here in Israel, where not all politicians 
conform to the ideas of their party leaders.”

Source:  Times of Israel

Fatah’s new anniversary logo (photo credit: courtesy/Palestinian Media Watch)

After  years of    refusing to condemn Hamas’ serial missile attacks targeting Israeli 
civilians,  the  UN General Assembly  mustered the collective will to  pass nine 

resolutions condemning Israel in one day, while refusing to even condemn Hamas, bringing 
the total number of UNGA anti-Israel resolutions for 2012 to 22.

United Nations Resolutions  
Anti-Israel = 22
Anti-Hamas = 0

DECEMBER 18, 2012: UN GENERAL ASSEMBLY  
ADOPTS NINE ANTI-ISRAEL RESOLUTIONS 

U.N. Anti-Israel 
Resolutions

U.N. Anti-Hamas 
Resolutions

A/C.4/67/L.18  
The occupied Syrian Golan

NONE

A/C.4/67/L.17 
Israeli practices affecting the human 
rights of the Palestinian people in the 
Occupied Palestinian Territory, 
including East Jerusalem 

A/C.4/67/L.16
Israeli settlements in the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and the occupied Syrian 
Golan 

A/C.4/67/L.15 
Applicability of the Geneva 
Convention relative to the Protection 
of Civilian Persons in Time of War, of 
12 August 1949, to the Occupied 
Palestinian Territory, including East 
Jerusalem, and the other 
occupied Arab territories 

A/C.4/67/L.10
Assistance to Palestine refugees 

A/C.4/67/L.11
Persons displaced as a result of the 
June 1967 and subsequent hostilities 

A/C.4/67/L.12
Operations of the United Nations 
Relief and Works Agency for  
Palestine Refugees in the Near East 

A/C.4/67/L.13 
Palestine refugees’ properties and 
their revenues 

A/C.4/67/L.14  
Work of the Special Committee to 
Investigate Israeli Practices Affecting 
the Human Rights of the Palestinian 
People and Other Arabs of the 
Occupied Territories

Palestine is Jewish
51 member countries – the entire League of 
Nations [Today’s UN] – unanimously declared 
on July 24, 1922: “Whereas recognition has 
been given to the historical connection of 
the Jewish people with Palestine and to the 
grounds for reconstituting their national 
home in that country.” 

The 51 member countries of the League 
of Nations as of July 24, 1922:

Albania, Argentina, Australia, Austria, 
Belgium, Bolivia, Brazil, British India, 
Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Colombia, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, 
Greece, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, 
Italy, Japan, Kingdom of Serbs, Croats, 
and Slovenes, Latvia, Liberia, Lithuania, 
Luxembourg, Netherlands, New Zealand, 
Nicaragua, Norway, Panama, Paraguay, 
Persia, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Republic 
of China, Romania, Siam, Spain, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Union of South Africa, United 
Kingdom, Uruguay, and Venezuela.

Palestine is Not a State, it is the Name of 
a Geographical Area.

Palestine is a name coined by the Romans 
around 135 CE from the name of a seagoing 
Aegean people who settled on the coast of 
Canaan in antiquity – the Philistines. The 
name was chosen to replace Judea, as a sign 
that Jewish sovereignty had been eradicated 
following the Jewish Revolts against Rome . 

In the course of time, the Latin name 
Philistia was further bastardized into Palistina 
or Palestine. Palestine was never a sovereign 
independent Arab state belonging to any people, 
nor did a Palestinian people distinct from other 
Arabs appear during 1,300 years of Muslim 
hegemony in Palestine under Arab and Ottoman 
rule. Historically, before the Arabs fabricated 
the concept of Palestinian peoplehood as an 
exclusively Arab phenomenon, no such group 
existed. This is substantiated in countless 
official British Mandate-vintage documents that 
speak of the Jews and the Arabs of Palestine – 
not Jews and Palestinians.      Eli E. Hertz
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 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14
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      Visit www.c4i.ca to view
The Prophetic Connection online!

INTRODUCING OUR
NEW TV SERIES

FILMED ENTIRELY IN ISRAEL!

Plodding through the snow
By Koen Carlier

Times are tough for the drivers who 
have to travel to the embassy or airport 

in Kiev during this time of the year.  And 
yet there were so many planned trips with 
Olim (Jewish immigrants), who hoped to 
make Aliyah to Israel before the end of the 
year. Several small villages and towns were 
isolated from the outside world by very 
heavy snowfall in the course of December. 

We were fortunate to deliver the first 
10,000 food parcels to many areas that are 
now unreachable. New supplies, required 
for additional food parcels, arrived as 
ordered and volunteers are once more 
engaged in preparing new batches. 

Igor, one of our drivers, was trapped in 
snow approximately thirty kilometres from 
a small village close to the Moldovian 
border. He was on his way to collect an 
elderly Jewish lady who had to arrange 
her visa in Kiev, on December 17th, 
for departure to Israel.  A new date was 
arranged with the consulate and, by that 
time hopefully, the snow will have been 
cleared so that we can reach her village.

Igor had two options: he could sleep 
in the bus or attempt to reverse three 

kilometres, through the snow, to a more 
passable road. We are thankful that he 
succeeded in doing the latter. He arrived at 
our house late at night to inform us of his 
ordeal and success.  After a warm meal, and 
quite a few cups of tea, he felt better. 

All other trips in December went well; 
however, it was not easy driving in the 
severe winter conditions, but we allowed 
extra time for unforeseen delays in 
getting to Kiev Airport.  One of the Olim 
was a young girl, Alyona Firsova. She 
studied for 6 years at the Jewish school 
in Odessa, although she was born and 
raised in Mukachevo a small town close 
to the Hungarian border. For some time, 
Alyona had been feeling in her heart that 
the Ukraine was no longer her home, that 
she now belonged in Israel. After long 
conversations with her mother, aunt and 
uncle, they all decided to make Aliyah.

They were so blessed and amazed by 
our practical help. As always, we shared 
Scriptures with all of the Olim re the return 
from the Diaspora (dispersion) back to 
Israel. Alyona subsequently sent us an email 
to let us know that they are doing well in 
Haifa where they are also learning Hebrew.  
Also, at the very end of 2012, we helped an 
elderly Jewish lady, Margarita, from a very 
small town of Myrily-Kirovtsy. We visited 

Margarita for the first time in February, 
2012 during a food parcel action in her 
town and were prompted by the Lord to 
share with her that it’s time for her to come 
‘home’! On that very same day, she made 
an appointment with the Jewish Agency. We 
helped her step by step through the Aliyah 
process. She left on the last flight of Olim 
the evening of Dec. 27, 2012.

Our primary goal in 2013 is to continue 
to help Olim (new immigrants) in practical 
ways i.e., with the application process and 
in getting to the embassies and airport in 
Kiev. 

Please stand behind us with your prayers 
for protection on these various trips to 
Kiev airport, especially during these 
challenging, winter days. The shortest trip 
is 6oo kilometres return while the longest, 
from Mukachevo, is a round trip of 1,600 
kilometres.

Koen and Ira Carlier are C4I representatives in the 
Ukraine and former Soviet satellite states

Stuck in the snow...

Ready to distribute the food parcels...
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Below: Olha, on the right, worked for many years 

for the Jewish Agency and now left on the 23th of 

December with her mother and 2 children.
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I WANT TO SUPPORT CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
■    Please accept my donation to bless  

Christians for Israel’s ministry

 ALiYAh
 ■ One Person
  $300 New Zealand / $300 Australia
  $$190 U.S.A.

 ■ One Family (5 persons)
  $1,250 New Zealand / $1,000 Australia
  $$950 U.S.A.

 ■ One Busload (25 persons)
  $6,250 New Zealand / $5,000 Australia
  $4,500 U.S.A.

✃

Please send your cheque, payable to Christians for 
Israel, to the address applicable to you


