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Brennan Signals ‘Our 
Saudi Partners’
By Ken Blackwell and Bob Morrison 

When President Obama met Saudi King Abdullah in London 

in 2009, the former bowed low before the latter.   No American 

president had ever so abased himself before one of the world’s most 

oppressive rulers before.

Now, Mr. Obama has nominated John Brennan to be director of the 

Central Intelligence Agency.   Signals Intelligence, or sigint, is the 

science of interpreting signals sent by enemies of the United States.   

With his Arabic-language skills, John Brennan ought to be good at 

interpreting signals.

He’s very good at sending them.  When he spoke of Jerusalem — his 

“most loved city in the world” — he referred to it first by its Arabic 

name, al Quds.  Nobody refers to Jerusalem as al Quds unless he wants 

to send a signal: “I agree with you.”

Every Arabic-speaking country denies the right of Israel to exist.   

Every one yearns to see Jerusalem swept free of Jews and called al 

Quds.   When the Jordanians controlled East Jerusalem (1949-1967), 

they banned all the Jews from living there and from visiting Jewish holy 

places there.   They even desecrated thousand-year-old graves in Jewish 

cemeteries there.

That’s what is meant by al Quds.   When you say you love this city 

more than any other and give it its Arabic name, you are sending the 

most terrible message.  You are feeding into the Arab narrative that calls 

the establishment of the Jewish state Nakba — the Day of Catastrophe.

John Brennan obviously rejects Winston Churchill’s advice to 

Western statesmen: “Let the Jews have Jerusalem. It is they who made 

it famous.”   Churchill was no enemy to Arabs.   Churchill even created 

Jordan as an Arab state and gave it a Hashemite ruling family.

But Churchill would not abase himself and the British people before 

these desert despots.  As President Obama has done to us as Americans.  

As John Brennan is doing to us and to our allies in Israel.

John Brennan speaks of “our Saudi partners.”  Partners in what?  Mr. 

Brennan won’t speak of a global war on terror.   He rejects the use of 

jihadism to describe Muslim terrorists, since he regards jihad as a 

legitimate expression of a religion of peace and tolerance.

How tolerant is Saudi Arabia?   Mr. Brennan might consult our own 

U.S. State Department Report on International Religious Freedom:

Freedom of religion is neither recognized nor protected under the 

law and is severely restricted in practice. … The [Saudi] legal system is 

based on the government’s application of the Hanbali School of Sunni 

Islamic jurisprudence. The public practice of any religion other than 

Islam is prohibited, and there is no separation between state and religion.

If the Saudis will not cooperate with us on basic human rights, like 

freedom of speech and religion, might they at least be “our partners” in 

fighting al-Qaeda?  After all, al-Qaeda says it wants to overthrow King 

Abdullah, the man to whom Mr. Obama shows obeisance.

The Report of the 9/11 Commission shows that the Saudis are 

not willing to help us even on this.   In 1998, Vice President Al Gore 

traveled to Saudi Arabia to seek then-Crown Prince Abdullah’s help in 

questioning Madani al Tayyib.   Tayyib was a leading finance officer of 

al-Qaeda, held by the Saudis since 1997.  The official report on Gore’s 

failed diplomatic mission ends with this line: “The United States never 

obtained this access.”

Had we been able to “follow the money,” we might have unraveled 

the al-Qaeda plot to attack the United States.  We may never know if by 

interrogating Tayyib we could have saved thousands of American lives 

and trillions of American dollars.

This much should be clear: the Saudis are not “our partners,” as John 

Brennan says they are.  When American lives are at stake, the Saudis are 

no friends.

John Brennan came away from his CIA tour in Saudi Arabia in the late 

1990s filled with nothing but goodwill and admiration for what he calls 

our Saudi partners.  Was he there when Al Gore begged for the Saudis’ 

help?

Brennan’s astonishing naivety alone should raise serious doubts 

about his serving as director of America’s most sensitive intelligence 

agency.  Every American who cherishes liberty and security has a right 

to be alarmed at such a disastrous choice for DCIA — and appalled by a 

president who could make it.

Ken Blackwell and Bob Morrison are senior fellows with the Family Research Council, 

in Washington, D.C.

Source:  American Thinker

Obama Visit to Israel: A Love Fest 
with Lots of Policy Complications
By Barry Rubin

The Obama visit to Israel has 

become an unlimited love 

fest with expressions of mutual 

admiration and total agreement. 

In his  joint press conference with 

Obama, Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu said the foremost issue 

they were discussing was “Iran’s 

relentless pursuit of nuclear 

weapons.”

  Netanyahu put forward his 

position by praising Obama for 

saying he was determined to 

prevent Iran from developing 

nuclear weapons using 

“determined diplomacy and 

strong sanctions.” But, Netanyahu 

continued, despite all the great 

things Obama had done Iran’s 

nuclear program continued and 

said, “And as you know, my view 

is that in order to stop Iran’s 

nuclear programs peacefully, 

diplomacy and sanctions must be 

augmented by clear and credible 

threat of military action.” 

Netanyahu thus tried to build on 

Obama’s previous statements to 

thank Obama “for always making 

clear that Israel must be able to 

defend itself by itself against 

any threat.” In other words, 

he suggested implicitly that 

supporting an Israeli preemptive 

strike on Iran’s nuclear facilities 

was a logical outgrowth of 

Obama’s policies, an idea that 

Obama does not share.  Whether 

right or not, Netanyahu suggested 

that there was only about a year 

before Iran got to the verge of the 

ability to have weapons. Thus, 

he is putting a time limit on how 

long diplomacy and sanctions can 

be tried. He also subtly asserted 

Israel’s need for independent 

action: “I know that you 

appreciate that Israel can never 

cede the right to defend ourselves 

to others, even to the greatest 

of our friends, and Israel has 

no better friend than the United 

States of America.” 

Regarding Syria, Netanyahu 

noted that this, too, was discussed 

and that both countries want to 

see a stable and peaceful Syria.   

In addition, the weapons in Syria 

should not fall into the hands of 

terrorists.

The problem, of course, is that 

Obama is supporting a Syrian 

regime that would be Islamist and 

under the control of the Muslim 

Brotherhood, a sworn enemy of 

Israel. Moreover, since the United 

States is practically handing out 

weapons to terrorists it is hard 

to imagine that these arms have 

not already fallen into the wrong 

hands.  Netanyahu concluded: 

“And I have no doubt that the best 

way to do that is to work closely 

with the United States and other 

countries in the region to address 

this challenge, and that is what 

we intend to do.” In other words, 

Israel will try to get U.S. policy to 

be careful and await the day it will 

come to its senses when it sees the 

size of the problem Washington 

has helped create. 

The third point of discussion 

was the “peace process.” 

Netanyahu assured Obama that he 

was fully committed to peace and 

to a two-state solution. He is ready 

to negotiate without preconditions 

and work toward a historic 

compromise.

Here, Netanyahu knows that the 

Palestinian leadership is neither 

ready to negotiate unconditionally 

or make any historic compromises 

beyond accepting the pre-1967 

boundaries, though even then 

on demand that hundreds of 

thousands of Palestinian Arabs be 

settled inside Israel’s borders.  In 

his response, Obama praised 

Israel’s “thriving democracy,” 

Israel’s unique security needs, his 

appreciation about the threat from 

Hamas, and his commitment to 

Israel’s security. He noted such 

things as military and intelligence 

cooperation, joint exercises and 

training, and security assistance 

and advanced technology. 

Almost openly making an 

appeal for domestic support, 

Obama stated:  “In short -- and I 

don’t think it is just my opinion; 

I think, Bibi, you would share this 

-- America’s support for Israel’s 

security is unprecedented, and the 

alliance between our nations has 

never been stronger.”

In other words, so Mr. Prime 

Minister don’t you think that 

I’m the greatest friend Israel has 

ever had in the White House? 

Netanyahu wasn’t going to say 

“no.” His answer later in the press 

conference, though, was on his 

own terms:  “I appreciate the fact 

that the president has reaffirmed, 

more than any other president, 

Israel’s right and duty to defend 

itself, by itself, against any threat. 

We just heard those important 

words now. And I think that 

sums up our -- I would say, our 

common view.”  In other words, 

yes, Obama has laid the basis for 

Israel saying that he is willing to 

support it in defending itself even 

if that requires an attack on Iran’s 

nuclear facilities. I don’t think 

Netanyahu believes that but he has 

to try that gambit. 

Then Obama made an 

extraordinary statement: 

“I think that what Bibi alluded 

to, which is absolutely correct, is 

each country has to make its own 

decisions when it comes to the 

awesome decision to engage in 

any kind of military action. And 

Israel is differently situated than 

the United States, and I would 

not expect that the prime minister 

would make a decision about his 

country’s security and defer that 

to any other country, any more 

than the United States would 

defer our decisions about what 

was important for our national 

security.”

 What Obama just said publicly 

is that if Netanyahu decided that 

Israel’s defense required an attack 

on Iran, the president would not 

expect the prime minister to be 

deterred by U.S. opposition. 

Did Obama mean that? It is 

hard to believe that he did, yet 

what no Israeli leader is going to 

miss that seeming “green light.” 

Obama announced continued 

military assistance to Israel, 

continued funding for the Iron 

Dome anti-rocket system, and 

other unspecified help. Naturally, 

Obama continued, any two-state 

solution must leave Israel secure 

alongside a sovereign and 

independent Palestinian state.

  One statement that probably 

left Israeli officials amused was 

when Obama said: “I’d note that 

last year was a milestone, the 

first year in four decades when 

not a single Israeli citizen lost 

their life because of terrorism 

emanating from the West Bank. 

It’s a reminder that Israel has a 

profound interest in a strong and 

effective Palestinian Authority.” 

They know how much the 

Palestinian Authority has done 

to promote violence, how weak 

and ineffective it is, and how 

much its survival is due to Israel’s 

protection.

  Turning to regional issues, 

Obama said: “As the United 

States supports the Egyptian 

people in their historic transition 

to democracy, we continue to 

underscore the necessity of Egypt 

contributing to regional security, 

preventing Hamas from rearming 

and upholding its peace treaty 

with Israel.” It’s surprising that 

Obama didn’t mention getting 

Egypt to maintain its peace treaty 

with Israel though that might have 

been an oversight. Pushing Egypt 

to prevent Hamas from getting 

more weapons—a commitment 

under the last ceasefire between 

Israel and Hamas—has been an 

achievement for Obama. But 

much of the success is due to the 

recklessness of Hamas in going 

too far in supporting radical 

Egyptian Salafist groups that are 

attacking the Brotherhood regime.

  He also mentioned support for 

Israel’s concern regarding Syria’s 

transfer of advanced weapons 

to Hizballah “that might be 

used against Israel” and efforts 

regarding Iran. Obama said 

what has been the standard U.S. 

position: “We do not have a policy 

of containment when it comes 

to a nuclear Iran. Our policy is 

to prevent Iran from acquiring a 

nuclear weapon,” adding again 

that “all options are on the table. 

We will do what is necessary 

to prevent Iran from getting the 

world’s worst weapons.”

  But what does this mean? If 

negotiations fail and sanctions do 

Continued on Page 6
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The New World Disorder
by Victor Davis Hanson

John Brennan, Chuck Hagel, and John 

Kerry will be confirmed. The three will 

provide a force-multiplying effect on the 

Obama foreign policy of disengagement. 

The chameleon Brennan will be very 

different from David Petraeus at the CIA; 

Hagel is no circumspect Leon Panetta; and 

there was a reason why the appointment 

of Hillary Clinton as secretary of state was 

greeted with praise in a way John Kerry’s 

will not be. The trio is less competent than 

their predecessors, but also perhaps more 

representative of a country on its way to a 

$20 trillion national debt and a “lead from 

behind” foreign policy of managed decline.

Let us take stock of the world since 2008. 

Reset with Russia was an abject failure; and 

relations with Vladimir Putin have never 

been frostier — and pettier, as even the 

U.S. adoption of Russian orphans has now 

ended. Nothing is more counterproductive 

than to lecture a proud rival nation from a 

position of looming financial and military 

weakness.

China remains China: an enigma, as 

liberals wait for its new wealth to translate 

into political reform, while conservatives 

expect instead that Chinese profits will 

more likely lead to a powerful authoritarian 

military eager to challenge America. The 

more Obama talks of global arms reduction 

and a nuclear-free world, coupled with a 

lower U.S. profile, the more likely South 

Korea, Japan, and Taiwan will be to make 

contingency plans to go nuclear.

Not since the end of World War II has 

the Mediterranean world been such a mess. 

On the northern shore, the insolvent Spain, 

Italy, and Greece threaten to bring down 

the entire European Union. None of the 

three can continue to borrow as before, 

nor apparently can they cut back enough 

to remain solvent. None has a military to 

speak of — in a neighborhood increasingly 

dangerous.

To the east, Syria is on its way to 

becoming Somalia — but a quagmire 

much closer to Europe. The West goes 

back and forth, sometimes fearful that the 

thug Assad won’t go, sometimes worried 

that what would replace him would be far 

worse. Likewise, Mohamed Morsi’s new 

Egypt is now a mix of Iran and Haiti, a 

theocracy ruling over a wrecked economy, 

a nonexistent tourist industry, and a 

massive flight of capital and expertise. In 

a year, Morsi may pull off the impossible 

feat of making Hosni Mubarak look good. 

Why we continue to give sophisticated 

weaponry to this fascistic, anti-Semitic 

ex-professor from southern California 

remains unexplained. Turkey is an Obama 

favorite; but why is not quite clear, as it 

clamps down on internal dissent, becomes 

increasingly Islamist in the imperial-

Ottoman sense, and grows as hostile to 

Israel as it was once friendly.

Leading from behind turned Libya 

from an odious but secure dictatorship 

into a chaotic terrorist haven. Hostage 

executions now characterize Algeria. 

The understandable intervention by the 

French in Mali to stop an Islamic takeover 

is nonetheless the sort of unilateral 

“neo-colonialist” operation that they used to 

smear Americans for — a fact that is mostly 

ignored by American liberals and seen with 

Schadenfreude by conservatives. Obama 

has forged an odd domestic coalition 

that supports his deliberate diminution 

of American power abroad: liberals who 

like the savings abroad in order to splurge 

at home and who resent the use of raw 

power; conservatives who are in no mood to 

support intervention given the demagoguery 

they suffered over the war on terror and 

Iraq. The result is that nothingness has 

become the new Obama foreign policy.

Relations with Israel have reached an 

all-time low, but will further descend with 

the ascent of John Brennan at the CIA 

and Chuck Hagel at Defense. Both will 

let Obama at last be Obama, and he, by 

admission, alone knows what is in Israel’s 

best interests. The Iranian nuclear weapon 

is a matter of when, not if; the only mystery 

is how clever will be the foreign-policy 

establishment’s  post-facto  rationalizations 

about how Iran can be contained. But if a 

nuclear Iran is supposed to be managed like 

nuclear Pakistan, what neighbor will play 

the role of India to keep it in check?

After all that, no wonder the Obama 

administration is now “pivoting” toward 

Asia. Let us hope that the Sea of Japan does 

not turn into another Mediterranean. In any 

case, new American oil and gas drilling on 

private land, Obama’s own personal story, 

his thinly disguised distaste for European 

traditions, and the demographic reality in 

the U.S. of a relatively smaller European-

American population make the changes 

easier to take for a people exhausted by 

European ankle-biting, Islamic terrorism, 

corrupt oil intrigue, and the one-election, 

one-time “Arab Spring.” Goodbye, 

Mediterranean.

Our war on terror is now reduced to 

euphemisms and symbols about moderate 

Islam — masking a deadly escalation in 

targeted assassinations via drones. That 

paradox is quite sustainable because the 

American progressive media decided that 

waterboarding three confessed terrorists 

for information about future terrorist 

plots was an intolerable crime, whereas 

rendering 3,000 suspected terrorists mute 

through remote-controlled Hellfire missiles 

is not. Because we no longer have a truly 

honest and independent press, the limits of 

tolerance for U.S. mishaps have expanded 

as never before. Losing an ambassador and 

three other Americans in Benghazi, with no 

real idea of why they were so vulnerable 

or, indeed, why they were all there in 

the first place, is a curious artifact, not a 

scandal. Al-Qaeda was declared on the run 

by the Obama administration — an ironic 

truth, because it is metastasizing in new 

directions, to Algeria, Libya, Mali, Syria, 

Somalia, and Yemen, even as we declare 

jihadism to be a personal journey.

The George McClellan-like plan for 

leaving Iraq and Afghanistan on strict 

timetables, after much lost American blood 

and treasure, perhaps will bring a sense of 

release to Americans who are tired of both 

those ungrateful places. Yet soon some 

disturbing videos of what our abdications 

wrought — reminiscent of Saigon in 1975 

or Kurdistan in 1991 — may usher in as 

much moral embarrassment for us as joy for 

our enemies.

Looming behind these changes in U.S. 

foreign policy is the reality of borrowing 

nearly $6 trillion in four years, with another 

$4 trillion scheduled in the Obama second 

term. That massive indebtedness — known 

as “investments” or “stimulus” — will 

weaken U.S. influence and eventually 

ensure huge defense cuts in the manner 

of the 1990s. As it is now, behind almost 

every current American foreign initiative 

is the reality that 40 cents on the dollar 

are borrowed to pay for it — a fact well 

appreciated by our opportunistic enemies in 

waiting.

As the U.S. slowly withdraws, in the 

manner of the British before and after 

World War II, all the old hot spots that 

have receded in our memory — Cyprus, 

the Aegean between Greece and Turkey, 

the Falklands, the 38th Parallel, the Persian 

Gulf, contested islands off Japan — will 

become news again. If Afghanistan does 

not return to its pre-9/11 status as a terrorist 

haven, then Somalia, Sudan, or Yemen will 

have to do.

In short, interested parties rightly assume 

the U.S. cannot or will not intervene 

abroad. They envision making opportune 

territorial adjustments during this remaining 

four-year window of opportunity — just 

as China invaded Vietnam, Russia went 

into Afghanistan, Communists infiltrated 

Central America, and Islamists stormed our 

embassy in Tehran in the waning years of 

the Carter administration.

Will the world lament the consequences 

of a U.S. retreat? Not likely.

A theme of Western philosophy from 

Plato to Tocqueville has been the people’s 

preference for equality, rather than greater 

freedom and prosperity with the attendant 

cost of inequality. The idea of an America 

more or less the same as other countries 

— imperiled by debt, class tensions, and 

festering social problems, and without a 

global footprint — will be welcome news 

to most of the world, even as their own 

neighborhoods become much poorer and 

more dangerous places.

Indeed, the worse the U.S. performs, and 

the lower the American profile abroad, the 

more the world likes Barack Obama — 

almost as if to say, “At last, they’re just like 

us.”

Victor Davis Hanson is a senior fellow at the 

Hoover Institution. His The Savior Generals will 

appear in the spring from Bloomsbury Books. This 

article was published in National Review Online 

and is archived at   http://www.nationalreview.com/

articles/338221/new-world-disorder-victor-davis-

hanson?pg=2. Thanks are due Natan Nestel for 

sending in this article to Think-Israel.

Source: Think-Israel

Barack Obama, Chuck Hagel and John Brennan

With a diminished team at State, Defense, and the CIA, Obama can be Obama.

The worse the U.S. performs, and the lower the 

American proile abroad, the more the world likes 

Barack Obama.

Relations with Israel have reached an all-time 
low, but will further descend with the ascent of 
John Brennan at the CIA and Chuck Hagel at 

Defense. 
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Islam in America   

Communities across the US are starting 

to pay the price for their apathetic 

attitude toward the rapid growth of Islam 

in America. Mosques in America have 

increased by 74% in the first decade of the 

new millennium. Even small communities 

are experiencing the spread of radical 

Islamic teachings.

Against the backdrop of the Muslim call 

to prayer five times a day being blasted 

over loudspeakers in cities like Dearborn, 

Mi., are the demands by Muslims that their 

Sharia Law be enforced in Islamic colonies. 

Some states like Kansas have passed laws 

against any foreign law taking precedence 

over any US law.

Several years ago an article in Human 

Events reported that then would be 

President Barak Hussein Obama proudly 

proclaimed back in 2007 that the Muslim 

call to prayer is “one of the prettiest sounds 

on earth.” A 2010 Time Magazine poll 

indicated that nearly 25% of Americans 

believe Obama is a Muslim. Certainly, if 

actions are any indicator–they are speaking 

loud and clear.

When Israeli Prime Minister Binyamin 

Netanyahu recently requested an audience 

with President Obama while he was in New 

York at the United Nations, Mr. Obama’s 

response was that he was unable to meet 

because of his tight schedule yet Mr. 

Obama had time to appear on the David 

Letterman television talk show. This was 

certainly not the first time President Obama 

embarrassed Prime Minister Netanyahu 

by failing to give him the courtesy due 

to any head of state. Shortly after being 

elected Prime Minister of Israel, Binyamin 

Netanyahu visited the White House. Instead 

of being welcomed at the front door he and 

his staff were ushered in the back door, 

not served kosher food, and they were not 

given a special invitation to dine with the 

President which is a tradition that goes 

back many decades. This I know to be the 

absolute truth as I served in senior level 

positions in four administrations starting 

with President Nixon. When the leader 

of the Palestinians, Abu Mazen (a.k.a. 

Mahmoud Abbas), came to visit Mr. Obama 

the White House rolled out the red carpet 

and sent him home with some $400 million 

dollars in taxpayer funded aid. Quite a 

contrast, wouldn’t you say?

Muslims are serving in senior level 

positions on the staffs of Secretary of 

State Hillary Clinton and the Secretary 

of Homeland Security. This is reflected 

throughout the rest of the federal 

government. For example, Senior Fellow 

at the Center for Security Policy Claire 

Lopez says that since a 2010 directive, the 

texts of more than 700 documents and 300 

PowerPoint presentations having references 

to “Islamic extremisms” were purged. 

Lopez says that the State Department is 

working to criminalize any criticism of 

Islam and wants to bring  US  law into 

compliance with the Islamic law on slander.

Many of America’s political and religious 

leaders stand firm against radical Islam 

and the threat of violence against Israel 

and Western civilization, the outcome 

of the upcoming presidential election in 

November in America will determine 

how much “we the people” are willing to 

tolerate radical Islam in America. Political 

correctness blinds citizens and politicians 

alike, and it is a tool Muslims could easily 

use to hijack and colonize American 

society. America’s future as a free and 

democratic society hangs in the balance and 

our future is linked with Israel’s future.

America must remain as “One nation 

under God”–the God of Abraham, Isaac 

and Jacob –for our own survival as well 

as for the safety and survival of the only 

other country in the Middle East which 

shares our values–Israel. We must not allow 

political correctness to muzzle what we 

truly believe. Failure to do so could be our 

undoing.

Source: The Jerusalem Post

Muslim Brotherhood Memo 
(Circa 1991) 
How To Take Over America Without Anyone Even Noticing

Holy Land Foundation Trial in Texas is turning over some very big rocks, and we get to 

see what slimy creatures are crawling around beneath.

For instance, the Muslim Brotherhood outlined their goal to take over America through 

non-violent means in a memo which was revealed just within the past few days.

“Our strategy is this,” President Bush said last month. “We will fight them over there so we 

do not have to face them in the United States of America.”

He was talking about jihadists, of course. And Mr. Bush is behind the curve. The president 

apparently missed the smoking-gun 1991 document his own Justice Department introduced 

into evidence at the Holy Land Foundation trial in Dallas. The FBI captured it in a raid on a 

Muslim suspect’s home in Virginia.

This “explanatory memorandum,” as it’s titled, outlines the “strategic goal” for the 

North American operation of the extremist Muslim Brotherhood (Ikhwan). Here’s the key 

paragraph:

The process of settlement [of Islam in the United States] is a “Civilization-Jihadist” 

process with all the word means. The Ikhwan must understand that all their work in America 

is a kind of grand Jihad in eliminating and destroying the Western civilization from within 

and “sabotaging” their miserable house by their hands and the hands of the believers so that 

it is eliminated and God’s religion is made victorious over all religions. Without this level 

of understanding, we are not up to this challenge and have not prepared ourselves for Jihad 

yet. It is a Muslim’s destiny to perform Jihad and work wherever he is and wherever he lands 

until the final hour comes, and there is no escape from that destiny except for those who 

choose to slack.

The entire 18-page platform outlines a plan for the long haul. It prescribes the Muslim 

Brotherhood’s comprehensive plan to set down roots in civil society. It begins by both 

founding and taking control of American Muslim organizations, for the sake of unifying and 

educating the U.S. Muslim community – this to prepare it for the establishment of a global 

Islamic state governed by sharia.

It sounds like a conspiracy theory out of a bad Hollywood movie – but it’s real. Husain 

Haqqani, head of Boston University’s Center for International Relations and a former Islamic 

radical, confirms that the Brotherhood “has run most significant Muslim organizations in the 

U.S.” as part of the plan outlined in the strategy paper.

Source: Unknown - ibloga.blogspot.com

Algerian Terrorists: We’re 
Only After Christians:

Algerian troops on Saturday ended a siege by Islamist terrorists at a gas plant in the 

Sahara desert where 23 hostages died. In a final assault all remaining hostage-takers 

were killed. One Muslim worker caught up in the crisis said the terrorists rounded up the 

expats, making them all wear explosives around their necks while standing in a circle. 

He added: “Us Algerians were rounded up separately and were treated with kindness. 

We were told that because we were Muslim we would not be killed, and it was only the 

Christians they were after.”

(MailOnline)

Only 0.6% Of World’s 
Christians Live In Middle East

Christianity may have been founded in 

the Middle East but few Christians 

remain in the region, a study by the 

Pew Forum on Religion and Public Life 

revealed. According to Pew’s newly 

released “Global Religious Landscape 

Study,” a mere 0.6 percent of the world’s 

2.2 billion Christians now live in the Middle 

East and North Africa. Christians make 

up only 4% of the region’s inhabitants, 

drastically down from 20% a century 

ago and marking the smallest regional 

Christian minority in the world. Fully 

93% of the region is Muslim, and 1.6% is 

Jewish. The study is based on an analysis 

of country-specific data from more than 

2,500 national censuses, large-scale surveys 

and official population registers. (Times 

of Israel) Ever increasing persecution by 

Muslim extremists is the primary cause 

that can be attributed to the dwindling 

Christian presence in the Middle East. In 

Syria alone, tens of thousands of Christians 

have fallen victim to religious intolerance. 

Their churches are being destroyed, they 

are fleeing cities and villages where they 

lived for centuries, their lives are daily 

endangered by radical Islamist elements, 

and homes and property are being destroyed 

or captured.   More than fifty thousand 

Christians have fled from the Syrian city of 

Homs.

One of the few churches in Syria.
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Respected British Think-Tank Cites 

Risk of Christian Extinction in 

Middle East

An astonishing 200 million Christians 

– approximately one in ten worldwide 

– “are socially disadvantaged, harassed 

or actively oppressed for their beliefs” 

according to data cited by Civitas, a 

prominent British think-tank that   recently 

released an extraordinary report with 

an evocative title: Christianophobia. 

The 38-page report focuses on seven of 

the worst countries when it comes to 

anti-Christian trends, namely Egypt, Iraq, 

Pakistan, Nigeria, India, Burma, and China.

The evidence from the Middle East, 

from which the Christian faith originated, 

is sobering. In Iraq alone, the Christian 

population has dropped from 1.2 million in 

1990 to fewer than 200,000 today. Although 

Al Qaeda elements in Iraq have openly 

attacked churches in Iraq since the US-led 

invasion, Civitas notes that the lion’s share 

of the Christian exodus actually occurred 

prior to 2003. Indeed, the report’s author, 

journalist Rupert Shortt, argues that the 

decline of Iraq’s Christian community 

has taken place within a broader trend of 

Christian flight from Muslim-majority 

countries. “Between a half and two-thirds 

of Christians in the Middle East have left or 

been killed over the past century,” observes 

Shortt. In issuing the report, Civitas warned 

that “Christianity is in serious danger of 

being wiped out in its Biblical heartlands 

because of Islamic oppression.”

In its monitoring of trends around the 

Middle East, the Centre for Israel and 

Jewish Affairs (CIJA), which represents the 

Jewish Federations of Canada, confirmed 

that the persecution of Christians in 

Iraq, Egypt, Nigeria and elsewhere is a 

growing concern in the wake of recent 

political upheaval in the region. “History is 

dangerously repetitive. Current events are 

sadly reminiscent of the years following 

Israel’s founding in 1948 when some 

800,000 Jews living in Arab states around 

the Middle East were forced to flee their 

homes in the face of horrible persecution,” 

says Len Rudner, CIJA’s Director of 

Community Relations and Outreach. 

Rudner works directly with Canadian 

churches and grassroots Christians on 

subjects of mutual concern, including 

human rights issues and the promotion of 

religious freedom.

“It’s incumbent on all of us to speak 

out and defend those who are targeted for 

their beliefs. The persecution of Christians 

today, which in some countries has even 

proven deadly, calls for a united response 

from Christians, Jews, and people of good 

conscience from all faiths,” says Rudner. 

“There is no simple solution but, at a bare 

minimum, the international community can 

– and should – apply diplomatic pressure to 

send the message that religious persecution 

is unacceptable in the 21st century.”

Source: Christianophobia (Published by Civitas) 

The Centre for Israel and Jewish Affairs

Report Reveals Extent of Global Christian Persecution

Protesters burn Christian 
homes in Pakistan
AFP (Agence France Presse) 

Angry Pakistani demonstrators torch 

Christians’ belongings during a protest 

over a blasphemy row in a Christian 

neighborhood in the Badami Bagh area of 

Lahore on March 9, 2013. 

Thousands of angry protesters on 

Saturday set ablaze more than 100 

houses of Pakistani Christians over a 

blasphemy row in the eastern city of 

Lahore, officials said.

Over 3,000 Muslim protesters turned 

violent over derogatory remarks against 

Prophet Mohammed allegedly made by a 

young Christian, Sawan Masih, 28, three 

days earlier, police official Multan Khan said.

The exact number of houses in Joseph 

Colony, a Christian neighbourhood in 

Badami Bagh area, were not immediately 

known but police and rescue officials 

said they belonged to low to middle-class 

families from the minority community.

“Police arrested Masih, a sanitary worker, 

on Friday night while the incident actually 

happened on Wednesday evening,” Khan 

told AFP.

He said that the arrest was made when 

Masih’s barber friend Shahid Imran 

complained that he had made blasphemous 

remarks about Prophet Mohammed, adding 

that Christians had fled the area on Friday 

evening, fearing a backlash.

Protesters began to assemble in the area 

on Saturday morning and later set on fire 

houses and other items including furniture, 

crockery, auto rickshaws, bicycles and 

motorbikes belonging to local Christians.

“Thick clouds of smoke engulfed the small 

houses, mostly consisting of one or two 

rooms, and many of them looked like charred 

shells,” said an AFP reporter at the scene.

Police said protesters burnt 25 houses but 

Dr Ahmad Raza, in-charge of local rescue 

operations, and the independent Human 

Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP) put 

the number at more than 100.

“At least 160 houses, 18 shops and two 

small churches were burnt by protesters,” 

Raza, who was busy in rescue operations in 

the area, told AFP.

Expressing grief and anger at the attack, 

HRCP chairwoman Zohra Yusuf put the 

number of houses burnt during the protest at 

over 100.

Police baton-charged the protesters to 

disperse them from the neighbourhood. 

There was no loss of life reported during 

the violence but 20 policemen were slightly 

injured during clashes, officials said.

Private Pakistani TV channels showed 

footage of violence from the scene as many 

masked members of the mob damaged or 

burned down households.

Provincial law minister Rana Sanaullah 

said in Lahore that the government would 

not spare those involved in the attack.

“These people committed a serious 

crime... there was no moral, legal or 

religious ground to indulge in such an act,” 

he told private Express News TV channel.

Yusuf criticised the provincial 

government in a statement and said “it 

totally failed in providing protection to a 

minority community under siege”.

Shamaun Alfred Gill, a spokesman for 

the All Pakistan Minorities Alliance, also 

condemned the incident and demanded 

that the government provide security to 

Christians.

Blasphemy is an extremely sensitive 

issue in Pakistan, where 97 percent of the 

population are Muslims, and allegations of 

insulting Islam or the Prophet Mohammed 

can prompt violent outbursts of public 

anger, even when unproven.

The laws came under the international 

spotlight in August last year when 

14-year-old Christian girl Rimsha Masih was 

held for three weeks in a high security prison 

for allegedly burning pages from the Koran.

Source: France 24 online

A Christian Refugee in the 
Holy Land
A Vietnamese-Israeli Recounts Her Journey from Saigon to the Galilee

Nee Wong understands what it means to live through a modern-day Exodus. In 1979, her family 

fled post-war Vietnam as part of a swell of thousands of “boat people”. Having endured storms, 

pirates, and disease on the open seas, those refugees were turned away by much of the world. Many 

found their answer in an unexpected place: the Holy Land.

From 1977 to 1979, Israeli Prime Minister Menachem Begin admitted hundreds of Vietnamese 

refugees, recalling at the time the painful experience of Jewish refugees from Germany in the 1930s 

– specifically those who were forced to return to Europe after being denied   safe haven in North 

America. For Begin, it was only logical that, however tiny and limited in resources, the Jewish state 

would do what it could to take in Vietnamese refugees.

Although adapting to a Hebrew-language environment was a major challenge, Wong (now aged 48) 

told the Israeli newspaper Ha’aretz that Israelis welcomed her family with open arms. “People were 

warm and good to us,” said Wong. “I never felt any racism.”

Today, Wong (who speaks multiple languages, including English, Mandarin, and Cantonese) is a 

successful tour guide, with a particular focus on Evangelical trips to Israel. “As a Christian myself, 

I can really make the Holy Land come alive for them – it’s like presenting the Bible in 3-D,” noted 

Wong. From her rural home overlooking the Sea of Galilee, Wong offers her clients a fascinating 

perspective as a Christian living and thriving in Israel. Her three children have been raised as Hebrew-

speaking Israelis, even serving in the Israeli army, while her husband owns and operates a Chinese 

restaurant in the port city of Haifa. Their family story in many ways mirrors that of countless Jewish 

Israelis who fled unsafe and corrupt regimes around the world – and found sanctuary in the ancestral 

homeland of the Jewish people.

Source: The Centre for Jewish Affairs

Sea of Galilee.
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Beware the Ides of March! 

According to modern and ancient 

sources, the Ides of March was a date 

on the Roman calendar (Idus Martias) 

corresponding with our date of March 15. 

For Julius Caesar, it proved to be a fateful 

date (March 15, 44 B.C.). History records 

that Julius Caesar was assassinated in Rome 

in the presence of so-called trusted friends 

at the base of the statue of Pompey near 

the portico where the Roman Senate was 

meeting. It is said that Caesar was cautioned 

in advance not to attend the Senate meeting, 

but ignored the warnings and went anyway.

The assassination was immortalized by 

William Shakespeare in his tragedy, Julius 

Caesar, and in the classic exchange between 

Caesar and Soothsayer. It is now firmly 

embedded in popular folklore of a fateful day, 

or days, in mid-March when sinister events 

may occur. Here is the relevant passage:

Caesar:  Who is it in the press that calls 

on me? I hear a tongue shriller than all the 

music cry “Caesar!” Speak, Caesar is turn’d 

to hear.

Soothsayer: Beware the ides of March. 

Caesar: What man is that?

Brutus: A soothsayer bids you beware the 

ides of March.

Julius Caesar Act 1, scene 2, 15-19 (Source: 

Wikipedia citing, in turn, N.S. Gill’s Ancient/Classical 

History Glossary)

Caesar’s assassination on March 15, 

popularized by Shakespeare’s play, has 

echoed down through the centuries as the 

source of the expression “Beware the Ides of 

March.”

March 15: Ironically, as I think and 

write about President Obama’s first official 

visit to Israel (March 20-22), it’s March 

15. What will this visit mean for US-Israel 

relations, not to mention the wellbeing 

of the Middle East in particular and the 

world in general?  Most pundits speak 

of the urgent need for a warming trend 

between Israel’s Prime Minister, Benjamin 

Netanyahu, who now leads the shakiest 

of political coalitions, and Obama whose 

Second Term is also off to an unsteady 

start. Now engaged in a so-called ‘charm 

offensive’ with Republicans, Obama will 

need to turn up the charm level as he and 

Netanyahu meet face-to-face, this time on 

Israeli soil.

It’s no secret that both men have virtually 

opposite points of view on a range of 

subjects, but never more so than where 

Iran’s nuclear ambitions or Palestinian 

aspirations are concerned. Differences 

on these and other matters have chilled 

whatever warmth ever existed between 

the two men. As one newspaper headline 

put it, ‘NETANYAHU IS FROM MARS, 

OBAMA IS FROM VENUS.’ In other 

words, they are not just poles apart, but 

planets apart, in their views about Middle 

East problems and needed solutions.

 It was only last November that 

Netanyahu stood before the UN General 

Assembly in New York, held up an image 

of a bomb for the watching world to see, 

and drew a “red line” across Iran’s nuclear 

progress as a trigger point for an Israeli 

attack against her greatest nemesis. Obama, 

interviewed this week by Israel’s Channel 

2 in advance of his visit to Israel, indicated 

that in his view Iran was more than a year 

away from achieving its nuclear ambitions, 

ample time, he thought, for a combination 

of sanctions and diplomacy to work. 

Netanyahu, no doubt, will beg to differ 

when the two meet only days from now. 

And why has Obama suddenly found 

time, early in his second term – albeit for a 

short visit to Israel – when he failed to go at 

all during his first four years in office.  If, as 

he indicated to Israel’s Channel 2, he really 

believes Iran is at least a year away from its 

first nuclear weapon, is Obama seeking a 

face-to-face meeting with Netanyahu this 

late in the game so he can tell him to cancel 

any plans he has for a preemptive strike 

against Iran or face a long, cold winter 

where US-Israel relations are concerned?  

Conversely, it is also possible that, as Air 

Force One heads for home, Obama will have 

left behind a “green light” and the countdown 

to an imminent Israeli strike on Iran will 

have begun. The current and curious absence 

of any US Aircraft Carriers in the Persian 

suggests that either scenario is possible. 

The lack of a Carrier-based US strike 

force in the region could be interpreted as a 

signal that there is still time for diplomacy 

to work and that, given recent and biting 

Pentagon budget cuts, money can be 

saved by keeping Carriers closer to home. 

Alternatively, it could mean that, when the 

fighting begins, Obama wants US ships, 

especially Aircraft Carriers, out of harm’s 

way. Either way, the absence of Carriers 

suggests that Israel will have to go it alone 

if she preemptively attacks Iran in the 

next few months. These various scenarios 

give new meaning to “Beware the Ides of 

March” where Obama’s visit is concerned.

March 26: Obama is back on US soil, 

his historic visit to Israel is over, and 

I’m finishing this commentary ahead of 

tomorrow’s April edition deadline. You will 

be reading it sometime in early April or 

thereafter. Now, in retrospect, can Obama’s 

March visit to Israel be called a triumph 

or a tragedy? Israelis and Palestinians will 

probably call it a disappointment because 

it was full of lofty rhetoric but no real 

solutions to very serious problems and 

strife that has been smoldering between the 

parties for decades. One newspaper headline 

read, “Obama, Netanyahu grant Iran 

another three month’s grace.”  Underneath 

the headline was a photo of the two men 

walking together on the red carpet, their 

backs to the camera. Obama’s arm could 

be seen across Netanyahu’s back as if they 

had been lifelong friends and had the future 

under control. The photo caption read: “Iran 

red line disappears under the red carpet.” A 

fitting conclusion, perhaps, to a high drama 

that promised much, had an air of suspense, 

but ultimately left the audience disappointed 

and wondering why they had wasted money 

on the theater tickets.  

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 

Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

not intimidate Iran, that leaves either an attack or accepting 

that Iran gets nuclear weapons, that is, containment. There 

are no other options, unless Tehran decides to give up or 

just to have the ability to build nuclear weapons but don’t 

actually do so. That wishful thinking—it could happen but 

it is less likely—is the only thing that could get Obama out 

of his dilemma.

 Obama spoke at length about how it isn’t yet clear what 

the Syrian regime has done regarding chemical weapons. 

He defended his administration as having been actively 

involved in trying to get rid of Assad. He did not address 

the likelihood that U.S. policy is helping to produce a new 

Syrian regime that will be a radical Islamist government 

extremely hostile to Israel.

  Another interesting point raised by Obama is his 

acknowledgement that “what was already a pretty tough 

neighborhood has gotten tougher” and Israel could expect 

U.S. support not only because of Israel but due to U.S. 

interests. Obviously, if the neighborhood has gotten tougher 

it is due to U.S. policies toward Islamists coming to power. 

Yet, again, Obama does not link this situation to his own 

behavior. So does he really understand the implications 

of what he’s saying or does he still feel it is the time for 

Israel to make risky concessions toward the Arabs? Perhaps 

Obama now does understand that, another factor in making 

the “peace process” a mere rhetorical flourish rather than a 

serious policy option.

Obama then spoke at length about why the “peace 

process” wasn’t advancing. And Obama added accurately—

obviously reflecting internal discussions that have been 

going on in the U.S. government: “And I purposely did not 

want to come here and make some big announcement that 

might not match up with what the realities and possibilities 

on the ground are.” 

Obama had thus gone to a point where an American 

reporter could ask, very politely, whether the president 

might not have worked very effectively on the issue in his 

first term. He then rewrote history to say that he merely 

promised to work on a solution during his first term. He 

even blamed the press for exaggerating his emphasis on the 

issue. It was that blatant.

Yet he added: “But ultimately, this is a really hard 

problem. It’s been lingering for over six decades. And the 

parties involved have, you know, some profound interests 

that you can’t spin, you can’t smooth over. And it is a hard 

slog to work through all of these issues.” In other words, 

although he will never say so openly, he was wrong in 

thinking the problem could be solved easily and he now 

knows better. To listen to Obama you get the impression 

that he expects no progress in his second term either. In fact 

he reduced expectations pretty low:

 “And -- and -- and my goal here is just to make sure that 

the United States is a positive force in trying to create those 

opportunities as frequently as possible….” 

So this is Middle East policy in Obama’s second-term: 

downplaying Israel-Palestinian issues, pushing for a new 

regime in Syria while disregarding the real dangers of 

producing a monster there, and trying to convince Israel 

from not attacking Iran by insisting that all options are on 

the table although his bluff will be called at some point. 

On bilateral relations, this represents a gain for Israel but 

it is still stuck in dealing with radical Arab regimes which 

U.S. policy is not going to confront and which it even sees 

as friendly. Moreover, for the next year Israel will enjoy 

firm American rhetoric on Iran but what if things come to 

a crunch? Obama’s hints and pledges could collapse like a 

house of cards once Tehran approaches a nuclear weapons’ 

arsenal. 

Also, Obama now faces the situation of previous 

American presidents, a dilemma that he has long ridiculed. 

The Saudis and Jordanians, along with some other 

countries, don’t care but the Iranian, Turkish, and a number 

of Arab regimes (including the Palestinian Authority) are 

going to be outraged by what Obama did and said. The 

Islamists will see this as a declaration of war, though of 

course they already viewed themselves as in a state of war 

with America. The Cairo speech will be spit upon; all the 

efforts to distance himself from Israel and create a new 

orientation for U.S. policy have failed. 

Obama is now--on matters directly regarding Israel--a 

typical American president. The idea that Obama made 

policy out of raw hatred against Israel should be put to 

rest. Nevertheless, the incompetence and the deluded 

strategy toward Islamists still remain, as does the dangerous 

situation for U.S. interests that Obama has helped create. 

Fireworks will no doubt take place during Obama’s second 

term.

PS:   Palestinian anti-Obama demonstrations  showed the 

“gratitude” amassed for Obama’s previous support by 

branding him as a Zionist, imperialist running dog. But one 

detail drew my close attention. The demonstrators sang a 

song called “America is the head of the snake.” That’s the 

song that then PLO leader Yasir Arafat led in singing at 

the Palestine National Council meeting almost 45 years 

ago. In other words, after 45 years of effort and especially 

the last 23 years in which America tried to help create a 

Palestinian Arab state, it has made zero progress toward 

winning Palestinian support or recognition of America’s aid 

and efforts. The same story, of course, will be reproduced 

regarding Obama’s efforts to show his respect for Islam and 

his empathy for Islamism.

 Barry Rubin is director of the Global Research in International Affairs 

(GLORIA) Center and editor of the Middle East Review of International 

Affairs (MERIA) Journal. His latest book, Israel: An Introduction, has just 

been published by Yale University Press. Other recent books include The 

Israel-Arab Reader  (seventh edition),  The Long War for Freedom: 

The Arab Struggle for Democracy in the Middle East  (Wiley), and  The 

Truth About Syria  (Palgrave-Macmillan). The  website of the GLORIA 

Center  and of his blog, Rubin Reports. His original articles are published 

at PJMedia. This article is published on PJMedia.
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...if the neighborhood has 
gotten tougher it is due to 

U.S. policies toward Islamists 
coming to power.
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Visions of Jesus appearing to Muslims?
by Michael Carl 

Middle East evangelists report 

nagging dreams leading to 

conversions 

“Your old men shall dream dreams, and your young 

men shall see visions,” asserts the promise of God 

from the book of Joel.

Yet some of those men reportedly seeing visions and 
dreams are neither Jews nor Christians … but Muslims.

What’s more, Middle East evangelists report the dreamers 

are coming to Christianity because of their visions of Jesus.

According to a CBN report, Christian Middle East 

evangelist Hazem Farraj’s television program “Reflections” 

is reaching a large Muslim audience. Farraj told CBN 

that he hears from Muslims who report having dreams or 

visions of Jesus.

Tom Doyle, an evangelist, pastor and the E3 Partners 

Ministry director for the Middle East and Central Asia 

says it’s true: Muslims are coming to Christianity through 

dreams and visions.

“Great things are happening in the Muslim world,” Doyle 

said in an email to WND. “It’s all very unexpected.”

Doyle told WND that he is familiar with Farraj’s program 

and that Jesus is breaking through where missionaries have 

not succeeded.

The fastest-growing religion on the planet is not what you 

think! The classic bestseller “Megashift” offers an upbeat, 

faith-filled look at the biggest religious movement in 1,500 

years. Visit the WND Superstore to get your copy today!

“We’ve been seeing this for 15 years now, where 

Muslims are no longer Muslims but are Jesus followers,” 

Doyle said. “It’s someone who is a Christian, someone who 

is willing to die for Jesus.

“It all started for them with a dream,” Doyle said. “They 

had a Jesus dream, and some of them had many Jesus 

dreams. They would seek out Christians after a while 

because the dreams would get so intense that they wanted 

an answer.”

Doyle explains there is still a difficult process involved 

for a Muslim to convert to Christianity, even for those who 

have the dreams.

“Nobody goes to bed a Muslim and wakes up a 

Christian,” Doyle said. “They have a couple of barriers 

between them and Jesus. They’ve been told that Christians 

worship three gods. They’re told that the Bible is corrupted. 

It’s just what they’ve been told, kind of a party line 

rhetoric.”

Yet dreams, Doyle says, become a starting point.

“They’re motivated to find a Bible, find a Christian and 

ask what this means. Ninety-five percent of the Muslims 

who are now Jesus followers say that they were led to 

Christ by someone explaining the dream to them,” Doyle 

said.

Doyle says he wrote a book called “Dreams and Visions,” 

in which he recorded a series of real stories from Muslims 

who follow Christ and who did so because they had a 

dream about Jesus. He adds that the phenomenon is taking 

place in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, Syria and on the West 

Bank.

Doyle says he knows of one Muslim who was on a hajj, a 

pilgrimage to Mecca, and he had a daytime vision of Jesus.

“I met a man yesterday who said he saw a Jesus dream 

and he didn’t know what to do with it, so he got deeper into 

his Muslim faith,” Doyle said. “Then he went to Mecca on 

the hajj, and on the first time around the Kabah, he saw a 

vision of Jesus standing in front of him.”

Doyle said the man told him Jesus had a message: 

“You’re on the wrong path; you’re on the wrong road. 

Leave this place and come follow me.”

“This man is getting baptized in the next few weeks,” 

Doyle said.

Doyle believes that the phenomenon will continue and 

that the stories are taking place in countries that the West 

believes are bad and dangerous places.

Former PLO operative turned Christian and peace activist 

Walid Shoebat says he believes Jesus is compensating for 

the weaknesses of the Western Church.

“I had first doubted the countless stories of Muslims 

becoming Christian as a result of dreams until I met some 

of them and heard their testimonies,” Shoebat said. “My 

conclusion to this phenomenon is that Christ succeeds 

where the church fails.”

Doyle agrees. He says Jesus should get the credit.

“It is a real Divine intervention. That is for sure,” Doyle 

said.

Shoebat, a former radicalized Muslim, says he didn’t 

come to Christ through such a dramatic event, but through 

a personal journey.

“I must say that Jesus did not appear to me in a dream, 

but He did take me on my challenge as I prayed to the God 

of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob to show me the problems in 

the Bible,” Shoebat explained. “Was the Bible corrupt? 

That was my question to God.”

Curiosity caused Shoebat to turn to the Scriptures.

“I finally read the Bible for myself in order to poke holes 

in Christian theology, but God’s Word did not return void,” 

Shoebat said. “It was as a hammer slamming into an anvil, 

and I finally broke under a power that cannot be explained 

by human hands.

“By the time I read through the countless predictions 

in the Bible in which God had laid out the future of Israel 

from Jeremiah to Joel and how intricate and accurate 

this manuscript was, I had to come to terms with reality,” 

Shoebat said.

Shoebat adds that he discovered it wasn’t the Bible that 

was corrupt.

“Indeed, the Bible was corrupted by man, for the Quran 

was that corruption. ‘The corruptors,’ I concluded, were the 

ones who always accused the Bible of corruption,” Shoebat 

said.

Shoebat is clear that he believes the Western Church is 

missing a great opportunity to win Muslims to Christianity.

“The 10/40 window is not on the radar of the Western 

church. Tourists and Christian pilgrims rarely would 

witness to us when they visited the Holy Land out of fear 

and respect to Islam,” Shoebat said. “Even in the West, 

I had had many occasions where I probed Christians to 

express their views about Islam, and they mostly where 

reluctant to say anything. They were easily repelled by our 

sarcastic comments about the Trinity and how the Bible 

was supposedly corrupt.”

Shoebat adds that God’s promises to Israel are also 

evidence of the truth of Christianity.

“I had found out from the Bible that God loves 

agreements. I had made a deal with Him to show me the 

truth and that I would do whatever He commands me to do. 

The volume of evidence from so many verses cannot be 

expressed here, but [there is] one word I concluded from 

the Bible that proves its caliber,” Shoebat said. “That word 

is Israel. He had promised to bring them back in unbelief 

and then to take away the heart of stone and give them a 

heart of flesh. Today many hate Israel, exactly as the Bible 

predicted, yet we must await God’s plans to be carried 

out by Him, and in due time, Israel, God’s glory and His 

testimony to the Gentiles, will shine and come to pass.

“God’s timetable is not man’s timetable, and His ways 

are not our ways. I learned from the Bible to see things 

in God’s perspective and not ours,” Shoebat continued. 

“The bottom line for me was what the Lord Jesus Christ 

said ‘you shall know them by their fruits.’ Islam brought 

bloodshed, and Christianity brought light.”

Michael Carl is a veteran journalist with overseas military experience 

and experience as a political consultant. He also has two Master’s 

Degrees, is a bi-vocational pastor and lives with his family in the 

Northeast United States. 

Source: WND (World Net Daily online)

“The bottom line 
for me was what the 

Lord Jesus Christ said 
‘you shall know them 
by their fruits.’ Islam 

brought bloodshed, and 
Christianity brought 

light.”

Caesarea Philippi  – where Jesus asked His disciples 

“Who do men say that I the Son of Man am?”  

Matthew 16:13
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WILL GOD ALLOW THE NATION
By Al Johnson

II Chronicles 7:14  “If My people who are 

called by My name humble themselves, pray, 

seek my face, and turn from their wicked 

ways, then I will hear from heaven, and will 

forgive their sin and heal their land.”

The following summary is derived from 

“The Harbinger” by Jonathan Cahn.

The information in this message was 

brought to my attention a couple of weeks 

ago. Despite being a student of US history, 

I was unaware of most of it. I’ve since 

read a best selling book that covers most 

of the information, purchased and watched 

a documentary, watched videos, looked 

at pictures and reviewed the history of 

ancient Israel. What I’ve discovered is 

very compelling. I’ve summarized the 

information for you. Please take a few 

minutes to read it. Afterwards, you’ll either 

believe a series coincidences has occurred 

or something much more serious is taking 

place.

Divine Links to 9/11 Attacks 

Only TWO nations in history were 

consecrated to God, Israel and America.

King Solomon consecrated Israel at the 

temple in Jerusalem. Solomon reigned from 

970 to 930 BC.

America was consecrated on the day 

George Washington took the Oath of Office 

as our first President in Federal Hall on 

April 30, 1789.

Federal Hall is located on 

Wall Street, New York City and 

served as our FIRST capital.

After the inauguration, President 

Washington and our FIRST Congress 

walked from Wall Street to St. Paul’s 

church where they prayed and consecrated 

America to God!

When the two nations were consecrated 

it meant they were set apart for the 

service of God. In return, God promised 

much including prosperity, safety and that 

the nation would be a blessing to other 

nations.

After King Solomon’s reign, ancient 

Israel was divided into two kingdoms. 

The northern kingdom, called Israel, was 

occupied by ten of the twelve tribes. Judah, 

the southern kingdom, was occupied by the 

other two tribes. Both kingdoms eventually 

fell away from their allegiance to God. The 

people fell into sexual immorality, idol 

worship, child sacrifice and many other evil 

practices. Prophets repeatedly warned the 

people to repent and return to God. Israel 

was the first to be held accountable for their 

apostasy. In 732 BC, the Assyrians invaded 

Israel. The Assyrians were the terrorists of 

their time. They not only destroyed cities, 

killed most of the inhabitants, but also, 

publicly tortured people to spread fear 

throughout the land.

After the Assyrian invasion was stopped, 

the Israelis failed to recognize the attack as 

a Divine warning and defiantly vowed to 

rebuild the destruction on their own. In the 

Samaria, the capitol of Israel, the defiant 

attitude of the people is recorded in the 

Bible in Isaiah 9:10:

“The bricks have fallen down,

But we will rebuild with hewn stones;

The sycamores are cut down,

But we will replace them with cedars.”

Israel then took action to rebuild 

destroyed structures and the walls that 

provided security around their cities. 

The trees that had been destroyed would 

be replaced with stronger trees. So with 

stronger buildings and defenses the Israelis 

believed they were safe.

In the 1950’s, America started turning 

its back on God. First, we stopped prayer 

in public schools. Then symbols, like the 

Ten Commandments, crosses and other 

monuments to our country’s Godly past 

were ordered to be removed from public 

property.

Since the Supreme Court decision of 

Roe versus Wade in 1973, it is estimated 

that over 50 million babies have been 

killed. Sexual immorality is now prevalent. 

America has become the largest producer 

and exporter of pornography. Lastly, 

idol worship is common place as many 

Americans have become obsessed with 

materialism, wealth, status, beauty and 

the worship of celebrities, sport stars, the 

beautiful and the rich.

On September 11, 2001, terrorists 

attacked America just as terrorist attacked 

Israel. The Pentagon was damaged and 

two World Trade Center towers were 

destroyed. The towers that represented 

America’s global financial and economic 

might were built on the land that was once 

owned by St. Paul’s church.

St. Paul’s church still stands at the North 

East corner of Ground Zero.

On September 12, 2001 the day after 

the attack on America, Tom Daschle the 

Senate Majority Leader, when outlining 

America’s response to the attacks in the 

Joint Resolution of Condemnation, quoted 

Isaiah 9:10. There are over 30,000 verses 

in the Bible and Daschle picked Isaiah 

9:10.  He didn’t realize that this verse was a 

statement of defiance and NOT hope.

Subsequently, America like Israel took 

actions to rebuild and improve our defenses. 

Plans were made to rebuild the World 

Trade Center, the Department of Homeland 

Security was established, the Patriot Act 

was passed, a global war on terrorism 

was declared and wars were waged in 

Afghanistan and Iraq.

In the case of Israel, after more ignored 

warnings to repent, she was again attacked 

and conquered. The Assyrians captured 

governing officials, the wealthy and 

powerful, and dispersed them throughout 

the Assyrian empire. You may have heard 

of the Ten Lost Tribes of Israel. Only 

the poor Israelis were left in Israel and all 

became subjects of the Assyrian empire. 

Over 130 years later, Judah suffered the 

same fate after being warned by prophets 

and seeing what had happened to Israel. 

They were attacked and conquered by 

the Babylonians who had conquered the 

Assyrians. The Babylonians captured those 

who governed, the wealthy and powerful, 

and destroyed the temple in Jerusalem.

When the towers at the World Trade 

Center fell, the energy released damaged 

many adjacent buildings. However, St. 

Paul’s Church was undamaged; not even 

a broken window. The place of consecration 

was undamaged. This structure, one of 

We desperately need to turn our hearts to 
Christ, how desperately we need a massive, game 
changing, transformative spiritual REVIVAL, a 

Third Great Awakening.
Let’s urgently begin praying for our country,

the United States of America



99April 2013 feature

oldest in Manhattan, built in 1766 should 

have been leveled.

When Senator Daschle made his 

proclamation on September 12th, not 

only was he unaware that Isaiah 9:10 

was a statement of defiance but, in the 

case of America, it was prophetic. It was 

soon discovered when clearing debris of 

concrete, steel and bricks, that a sycamore 

tree on the St. Paul grounds had been 

knocked down by the forces released when 

the towers collapsed.

After the terrorist attacks, the stock 

exchange was closed for six days. When the 

NY stock exchange opened on the following 

Monday, it suffered the greatest one day loss 

in the history of the exchange, up to that 

time. The New York stock exchange was 

founded in 1792 in present day Manhattan. 

Twenty-four merchants conceived the idea. 

They would often meet under a buttonwood 

tree when discussing their ideas for an 

exchange. On May 17, 1792 the Buttonwood 

Agreement was signed It created the first 

stock exchange which later became the New 

York Stock Exchange. A buttonwood tree is a 

Sycamore Tree. “The sycamores have been 

cut down”.

During November 2003, the fallen 

sycamore at St Paul’s church was replaced 

by a tree that is a type of cedar tree. 

This tree was named the Tree of Hope. 

The fourth line of Isaiah 9:10: But 

we will replace them with Cedars.” 

On July 4, 2004, a corner stone for the 

new World Trade center was installed. 

This “hewn stone” was cut out of a quarry 

in upper New York State. You can watch 

videos on www.youtube.com of the planting 

of the Tree of Hope and the installation of 

the Corner Stone.

While the Assyrian language is extinct, 

Arabic closely resembles it. Much of the 

Assyrian and Babylonian empires are now 

the present day Iraq. When our troops were 

ighting in the city of Mosul, Iraq, they were 

actually in the ancient city of Nineveh, the 

capital of Assyria. As our troops approached 

Baghdad, they passed through the ruins of 

Babylon, the ancient capital of Babylonia. Our 

forces were ighting terrorists and protecting 

citizens who were descendents of the original 

terrorists, the Assyrians and the Babylonians.

America briefly heeded the warning. 

After the attacks on September 11, 2001, 

there was an increase in church attendance 

across America. We started singing God 

Bless America at sporting events and other 

venues. Some were even hopeful of a 

spiritual revival in America. But, America 

soon returned to business as usual. On the 

third anniversary of the attack, September 

11, 2004, Senator John Edwards, who was 

also a vice presidential candidate, was in 

the Capital speaking at a prayer breakfast 

with the Congressional Black Caucus. He 

quoted Isaiah 9:10. Again, this little known 

verse was quoted in our nation’s capital 

and again, the speaker didn’t realize its 

meaning. His speech envisioned how we 

would rebuild America.

The collapse of the Word Trade Center, an 

American symbol of economic and financial 

power, would foreshadow another economic 

fall. America’s own actions to stimulate 

the economy after the attacks by lowering 

interest rates would lead to a collapse of our 

economy. The era of easy money created an 

unprecedented housing and building boom. 

People would borrow against the inflated 

equity in their homes to buy other properties, 

goods and services. A credit bubble was 

created throughout the economy. Seven years 

later, in the same month as the attacks, the 

bubble would burst and much of America’s 

wealth would be destroyed. On September 7,  

2008 Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac were 

nationalized because they were broke. On 

September 9th, Lehman Brothers, one of 

the world’s leading financial firms started 

collapsing due to disintegration of the 

subprime mortgage market, and lost 45% of 

its value. On Sept 10th, Lehman announced 

it had lost $4 billion. On September 11th, 

its stock took another dramatic drop. On the 

same day, AIG announced it was in danger of 

collapsing. As America was commemorating 

the attacks of 9/11, two towers of financial 

strength were collapsing on Wall Street. Over 

the next few weeks, all of the gains of the last 

seven years were wiped out.

So what will happen 
next? America and 
Israel are the only 

two nations that were 
consecrated. We are 

two nations that have 
turned our backs 

on God. We are two 
nations that may no 

longer have His hedge 
of protection. Are 

these events that I’ve 
outlined coincidences 
or is something else 

happening? 
What do you think?

 

Source: This summary is from the bestselling book 

“The Harbinger” by author Jonathan Cahn. For more 

info visit:  http://www.theharbinger-jonathancahn.com/

index.php

OF AMERICA ANOTHER CHANCE...
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French Jews are once again falling into a state of 

fear, just as in the past. And for good reason: France is 

occupied territory and the occupiers are Islamists.

In the face of Islamic militancy, French journalists 

as a class have lost their nerve and compromised 

their professionalism. No serious publication has  given 

the proper attention  to the worst wave of anti-Semitism in 

Europe since the Second World War.

It began in 1990, when the body of an 81-year-old Jewish 

man was dug up and impaled on an umbrella in Carpentras, 

near Avignon. The French media and politicians called it 

“vandalism”.

Anti-Semitism is “la maladie francaise”. It was 

anti-Semitism which court-martialled an innocent Jewish 

army captain, Alfred Dreyfus, for treason in 1894. It was 

anti-Semitism which prompted Vichy’s Pierre Laval to 

deprive French Jews of their rights even more energetically 

than the Nazis of Occupied France pressed him to do.

It is anti-Semitism which today hunts the French Jews in 

the streets.

In France today, the windows of  Jewish buildings are 

obscured by velvet curtains to protect the attendants 

from flying glass and  diners at Paris’ fashionable kosher 

restaurants eat behind bulletproof windows, while thugs 

with machine guns shoot up synagogues, day care centers, 

Jewish schools and monuments to the unknown Jewish 

martyrs of the Holocaust.

France saw an increase of 58 percent in anti-Semitic 

incidents in 2012 compared to the previous year, according 

to  the recent  report by the French Jewish community 

security service.

614 anti-Semitic acts were recorded in 2012, or about 

1.6 per day. In the past, the most severe manifestation of 

anti-Semitism in France was the desecration of a small 

cemetery or a few demented swastikas. Today 25%  of 

the physical attacks are carried out with a weapon.

A few days ago, it was an ordinary day of Jew-hunting.

At the entrance  to the same Jewish school in Toulouse, 

where Mohamed Merah executed three Jewish pupils and 

a rabbi last March, a woman brandished a knife at a pupil 

who was about to leave the school building.

A second attack took place outside Marseille’s railway 

station, Gare Saint- Charles. A Jewish man, wearing a gold 

Star of David pendant, was approached by two young men 

on a scooter, who tore the chain from his neck, insulted the 

victim using anti-Semitic language and hit him.

Meanwhile a French organization that saved Jews during 

the Holocaust declined to attend a commemoration because 

it was organized by pro-Israel Jews. To be exact, the 

Marseille branch of a French Protestant group established 

in 1939 refused to attend the region’s memorial ceremony 

for Jewish Holocaust victims because of the “Zionist” 

attitude of CRIF, the umbrella group representing French 

Jews.

Meanwhile, the Facebook page “Juifs Francais Contre Le 

Sionisme”, French Jews against Zionism, reached   3.564 

“likes”.

No major French newspaper commemorated Ilan 

Halimi, who, on  the 13th February of 2006 was tortured 

and slaughtered by a Muslim gang just because he was a 

Jew living in the capital of what remains of European 

Jewry after the Shoah, Paris, the city of Dreyfus and the 

Enlightenment.

Ilan was not wearing a kippa. He had only a Hebrew 

name, but it was enough to make him an object of  prey. 

Neighbors heard Halimi’s screams, but didn’t say a word. 

This poor Jew was found near a squalid railroad station. 

Half-naked, with cigarette burns on his Jewish flesh, he 

died in the ambulance. Seven years after his execution, 

Ilan’s death doesn’t merit any expressions of shock and 

anger by a public opinion always ready to plead for 

“dialogue and tolerance”.

French Jews are  once again falling  into a state of 

inferiority and fear, as was the case with past generations. 

Jews who can do so will leave Europe for Israel. Those 

who do not have the means to emigrate will be extremely 

careful: it is dangerous again to be a Jew in Europe. It is 

even more dangerous to be a Jew who supports Israel in the 

public square.

Don’t speak Hebrew in the streets.

Today captain Dreyfus would have never been able to 

reach  Devil’s Island. He would have been lynched after 

leaving the court by an Arab mob.

The irony is that France, which in Europe leads the war 

against Israel’s “occupation”, is herself under Islamist 

occupation and  Jews are more safe around the Hawara 

checkpoint than in Villeurbanne or Sarcelles.

Before Beirut became a shooting gallery in the 1970s, it 

used to be known as “the Paris of the Middle East”. Today 

Paris is the Beirut of Western Europe.

The writer, an Italian journalist with Il Foglio, writes a twice-weekly 

column for Arutz Sheva. He is the author of the book “A New Shoah”, 

that researched the personal stories of Israel’s terror victims, published 

by Encounter. His writing has appeared in publications, such as the Wall 

Street Journal, Frontpage and Commentary. He is at work on a book about 

the Vatican and Israel. 

Source: Arutz Sheva online

Paris: The Beirut of Western Europe

by Giulio Meotti

Europe: A 
Continent in 
Flight
By Bruce Bawer 

Different parts of Europe, same story.

Let’s start with France, where a new 

report by a Jewish community group, 

Service de Protection de la Communauté 

Juive (SPCJ), says that anti-Semitism in 

that country has gotten so much worse in 

the wake of last year’s Toulouse school 

massacre that the number of Jews who are 

“crossing the Channel to find safe haven 

in the U.K.” is skyrocketing. One sign of 

the trend: “St John’s Wood Synagogue 

in London has set up a separate French 

Minyan, attended regularly by 120 people 

on Shabbat,” with new faces showing up 

every week. A February 21 piece in the 

Jewish Chronicle about the SPCJ report 

noted that while anti-Semitic “incidents” in 

Britain and France are roughly comparable 

in number, those in France “are far more 

likely to involve violence.”

It also quoted Britain’s Chief Rabbi 

as warning that “the position of Jews in 

Europe today is very difficult….Jews in 

Europe have begun to ask, is there a place 

for us here?” Perhaps the most telling detail 

in the Jewish Chronicle article was this: 

while the SPCJ report “originally stated that 

in over three-quarters of the anti-Semitic 

incidents the perpetrators were reported as 

being of North African origin,” this fact was 

later deleted from the text.

While French Jews flee to London, 

Londoners are scurrying elsewhere. On 

February 19, the BBC reported that over 

600,000 ethnic Brits have moved out of 

the capital in the last decade. Predictably, 

BBC editor Mark Easton spun this on the 

Beeb’s website as a positive development, 

arguing that all this relocation is a sign of 

“working class aspiration and economic 

success.” In other words, “in the first 

decade of the 21st Century, the dream of 

escaping to the country became a reality for 

tens of thousands of urban white Britons,” 

who “prospered from the housing boom 

and the capital’s economic growth” and 

“bought themselves that little cottage in the 

countryside or by the sea.”

Easton’s piece garnered over two 

thousand reader reactions before the BBC 

shut down comments. A large percentage of 

them were removed for violating the “house 

rules.” Of those that were permitted to 

remain, the following expressed what was 

by far the majority view:

• “Native Londoners are being driven 
out because their neighbourhoods are 

being overrun by cultures that are very 

different to, and sometimes openly hostile 

to their own….Politicians continue to sell 

this country’s future to advance their own 

political careers.”

• “Labour mis-sold multiculturalism as a 
pipe dream of diverse, thriving communities 

enriching each other’s cultures, when in 

reality it is much, much different.”

• “I challenge any MP (preferably Labour 
or Lib Dem) to go live in Peckham for a 

week, without your drivers or bodyguards, 

and then come back and tell me that 

multiculturalism is a good thing.”

• “Only this type of BBC/Guardian 
liberal could put the gloss of ‘success’ and 

‘aspiration’ on this story….People are sick 

Continued on Page 11
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of this social experiment. They are voting 

with their feet.”

A considerable minority of commenters, 

to be sure, reliably dismissed such attitudes 

and concerns as “racist.” Yet when the Daily 

Mail asked Sir Andrew Green, chairman 

of the MigrationWatch think tank, what 

he made of the situation, he averred that 

the BBC was making “a very serious 

mistake in addressing an issue of such 

importance to the British public in such a 

trivial and superficial manner,” adding that 

it was “surely obvious that…people are not 

willing to live in an environment which has 

changed beyond recognition and against 

their own wishes.”

(One quick note before I move on: how 

frustrating it is that so many British critics 

of Islam have been brainwashed by their 

media into using the terms “white” and 

“Asian” when discussing subjects that have 

nothing whatsoever to do with skin color or 

continent of origin!)

All this fleeing, of course, is nothing new 

in Europe. Norwegians have been saying 

ta-ta to certain east Oslo neighborhoods 

for years. A couple of years ago the Danish 

newspaper Politiken ran an article headlined 

“Christians and Jews are fleeing from 

Danish ghettos,” noting that in Vollsmose, 

a suburb of Odense, Jews and Christians 

were clearing out because they were being 

threatened with beatings, while in Muslim-

heavy areas of Copenhagen, Jewish kids 

were being advised to apply to schools in 

other parts of town. The only surprise was 

the article’s appearance in the ordinarily 

PC Politiken – that, and the willingness of 

a political scientist at Aarhus University 

to finger Islam as “a major part of the 

problem.” Jews, he worried, might well start 

emigrating from Denmark. A young Jewish 

man told Politiken that on several occasions 

Muslim neighbors in Vollsmose had offered 

him the explicit choice: leave town or get 

beaten up. He left.

The situation in Denmark has only 

gotten more and more rotten. Yesterday, 

the Danish newspaper Jyllands-Posten ran 

an article headlined “Why you can’t be 

a Jew in Copenhagen,” in which Martin 

Henriksen, immigration and integration 

spokesman for the Danish People’s Party, 

bluntly noted that owing to Muslim 

anti-Semitism, schools in Copenhagen 

“encourage Jewish parents to find other 

pastures” for their children. “We haven’t 

witnessed anything like this since the 

Occupation,” he wrote.

As I said at the outset: different places, 

same story. Danish Christians and Jews 

are being bullied by Muslim thugs into 

checking out of their neighborhoods and 

moving to safer locales. French Jews are 

taking it on the lam from Paris to settle in 

marginally less dangerous parts of London. 

Londoners are leaving their increasingly 

dodgy city and, literally, heading for the 

hills. East Oslo is being drained of ethnic 

Norwegians. And all of them are running 

scared for one reason, and one reason only: 

they’re terrified of getting beaten up by 

primitive thugs with a primitive religion 

who, at these European taxpayers’ expense, 

have been imported from some of the most 

primitive parts of the world. Years and years 

ago these cultural hooligans, these religious 

autocrats, these would-be enforcers of 

sharia, were welcomed to Europe by 

clueless, spineless political leaders, and 

– although the reality of “creeping jihad” 

has long since set in – they continue to 

be celebrated by most of those leaders 

(as well as by craven mainstream-media 

cheerleaders such as Mark Easton) for 

purportedly enriching European culture. 

And all the while, as a result, European 

culture is quickly going down the tubes.

When you’re discussing such large-scale 

phenomena such as this one – hundreds of 

thousands of Muslims occupying this or 

that part of this or that city, hundreds of 

thousands of native Londoners relocating 

hither and thither in consequence – it can be 

hard to grasp it all, to reduce the big picture 

to a comprehensible, human scale. As Stalin 

put it, one death is a tragedy; a million is 

a statistic. Yesterday Daniel Greenfield 

told the terrible story of how relentless 

harassment by Muslim schoolmates drove a 

nine-year-old English boy not to flight but 

to suicide. The other day the Norwegian 

newspaper Aftonbladet reported on another 

European boy who found himself in the 

jihadist crosshairs and was forced to flee.

Here goes. On the evening of February 

16, a boy – whose named has been 

withheld, whether because of his age, or to 

protect him from reprisals, or both – got on 

a bus in the town of Egersund in western 

Norway. He was headed back home to 

Stavanger, fifty or so miles away, and was 

carrying his puppy. Upon boarding the bus, 

he checked with the driver to make sure 

it was OK to take the dog onboard. The 

driver said yes: he had no problem with 

it. Unfortunately, three other passengers, 

whom Aftonbladet identified as being “of 

foreign origin” (another source actually 

dares to use the word “Muslim”), did have 

a problem. One of the men walked up to the 

driver and expressed his strong objection to 

the presence of the pet; another approached 

the boy and informed him that if he did not 

get off the bus with his dog at once, they 

would beat him up.

What happened next is in dispute. 

According to the boy, the driver, afraid not 

to cave in to the men’s demands, pulled 

the bus over and ordered the boy and his 

dog off the bus. The driver, for his part, 

claims that he knew nothing of the tensions 

between the boy and the Muslims, and 

insists that the boy left the bus of his own 

accord. In any event, the undisputed fact is 

that the boy exited the bus at a spot on the 

highway that was smack dab in the middle 

of nowhere. The temperature was below 

freezing; the time, just before midnight. 

Fortunately he had a cell phone, and was 

able to phone a friend to pick him up. 

When she finally got there, some time later, 

she said, “he was cold and still and it was 

plain that the incident had had a powerful 

impact on him.” The national railway 

system, which operates the bus, has chosen 

to accept the driver’s account and will not 

investigate the boy’s complaint.

Whatever the specific details of the story, 

the narrative’s main point is clear – as is 

its larger import. The story of that boy 

and his dog, simply put, is the story of 

today’s Europe in miniature – the story of 

a continent whose natives are increasingly 

being tormented by Koran-wielding tyrants, 

and increasingly in flight.

Source: FrontPage Magazine

Continued from Page 10

different places, same story

Taken in Zadar - a historical center as well as the 

seat of the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Zadar

Celebrating the festivals might soon be something that can only be done safely at home for the Jewish 

people throughout Europe.

North Africa 
Seen as Terror 
Training Camp 
for Europeans
By John Walcott 

Islamist groups in northern Africa are 

trading personnel, equipment and expertise 

and pose a growing threat to potential targets 

there, including Western businesses and 

diplomats, according to U.S. officials.

Three intelligence officials said that what 

they called cross-pollination among groups 

such as al-Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb, 

Ansar al-Dine and al Mulathameen have 

prompted U.S. agencies to focus more 

closely on the desert lands from Mauritania 

to Niger, especially in light of recent 

terrorist attacks in Libya, Algeria and Mali.

So far, the officials, said they’ve seen no 

evidence of new plans to attack American or 

other targets in the region and no indication 

that terrorist groups there are able to mount 

attacks in Europe or the U.S. They cautioned 

that they’re still collecting intelligence from 

eyewitnesses and other nations on the Jan. 16 

attack on the In Amenas gas complex in Algeria.

While the U.S. officials said they 

couldn’t confirm reports that two Canadians 

participated in that attack, they said the 

presence in North Africa of a small number 

of jihadists from Western Europe and 

elsewhere is especially worrisome. Those 

who hold Western passports that let them 

travel in Europe without visas would pose 

a threat if they returned home with training 

and combat experience.

Aspiring Islamic radicals from 10 or more 

countries are being drawn to the battlegrounds 

in northern Africa and Syria, as the core 

of al-Qaeda is pinned down and battered 

in Pakistan and its affiliates in Yemen and 

Somalia are increasingly under attack by U.S. 

drones and local forces, the officials said.

Disparate Groups

The officials said their understanding of the 

disparate extremist groups and their shifting 

alliances and agendas is limited because 

the U.S. has fewer intelligence resources in 

the region and because local governments 

can’t provide even the limited support that 

their counterparts in Pakistan and Yemen 

have. While Algeria has the most competent 

counterterrorism forces, according to the 

officials, it restricts its efforts to protecting its 

own borders and territory.

That raises concerns that extremists 

may be able to carve out a safe haven in 

the deserts of northern Mali comparable 

to those that al-Qaeda once enjoyed in 

Afghanistan and Pakistan, the officials said.

They said that while the French military 

operation in Mali has wrested control of 

the major northern towns from extremists, 

success will depend not on capturing 

territory but on disrupting and degrading the 

militant groups. That, in turn, may depend 

on whether a United Nations or African force 

can maintain security in northern Mali and 

on French efforts to enlist some local groups 

to oppose the extremists.

Separately, two other U.S. officials said that 

a U.S. plan to base unarmed reconnaissance 

drones in Niger under the terms of a 

new security agreement could hinder the 

movements of extremist bands and locate their 

camps. They said the militants make difficult 

targets because they don’t use satellite or 

mobile phones to communicate and are hard to 

distinguish from other nomads in the area.

Source: The Daily News online (citing Bloomberg.com)
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Bye-bye 
London
By Caroline Glick 

In an interview with Haaretz in November 

2010, British novelist Martin Amis said 

the following about discussions of Israel in 

his motherland:

  I live in a mildly anti-Semitic country, 

and Europe is mildly anti-Semitic, 

and they hold Israel to a higher moral 

standard than its neighbors. If you bring 

up Israel in a public meeting in England, 

the whole atmosphere changes. The 

standard left-wing person never feels more 

comfortable than when attacking Israel. 

Because they are the only foreigners you 

can attack. Everyone else is protected by 

having dark skin, or colonial history, or 

something. But you can attack Israel. And 

the atmosphere becomes very unpleasant. 

It is traditional, snobbish, British 

anti-Semitism combined with present-day 

circumstances.

After participating last week in a debate 

in London about Israeli communities 

beyond the 1949 armistice lines organized 

by the self-consciously pretentious 

Intelligence Squared debating society, I 

can now say from personal experience that 

Amis is correct. The public atmosphere 

in England regarding Israel is ugly and 

violent. 

The resolution we debated read: “Israel is 

destroying itself with its settlement policy. 

If settlement expansion continues Israel 

will have no future.”

My debating partner was Danny Dayan, 

the outgoing head of the Yesha Council. 

We debated Daniel Levy, one of the 

founders of J-Street and the drafter of 

the Geneva Initiative, and the son of Lord 

Michael Levy, one of Tony Blair’s biggest 

fundraisers; and William Sieghart, a British 

philanthropist who runs a non-profit that 

among other things, champions Hamas. 

Levy has publicly stated that Israel’s 

creation was immoral. And Sieghart 

has a past record of saying that Israel’s 

delegitimization would be a salutary proces 

and calling for a complete cultural boycott 

of Israel while lauding Hamas. 

We lost overwhelmingly. I think the final 

vote tally was something like 500 for the 

resolution and 100 against it.

A couple of impressions I took away 

from the experience: First, I can say 

without hesitation that I hope never to 

return to Britain. I actually don’t see 

any point. Jews are targeted by massive 

anti-Semitism of both the social and 

physical varieties. Why would anyone 

Jewish want to live there?

As to visiting as an Israeli, again, I just 

don’t see the point. The discourse is owned 

by anti-Israel voices. They don’t make 

arguments to spur thought, but to end it, by 

appealing to people’s passions. 

For instance, in one particularly ugly 

segment, Levy made the scurrilous 

accusation that Israel systematically 

steals land from the Palestinians. Both 

Dayan and I demanded that he provide 

just one example of his charge. And the 

audience raged against us for our temerity 

at insisting that he provide substantiation 

for his baseless allegation. In the event, 

he failed to substantiate his allegation. 

    

At another point, I was asked how I defend 

the Nazi state of Israel. When I responded 

by among other things giving the Nazi 

pedigree of the Palestinian nationalist 

movement founded by Nazi agent Haj 

Amin el Husseini and currently led by 

Holocaust denier Mahmoud Abbas, the 

crowd angrily shouted me down. 

I want to note that the audience was made 

up of upper crust, wealthy British people, 

not unwashed rabble rousers. And yet they 

behaved in many respects like a mob when 

presented with pro-Israel positions. 

I honestly don’t know whether there 

are policy implications that arise from my 

experience in London last week. I have for 

a long time been of the opinion that Israel 

shouldn’t bother to try to win over Europe 

because the Europeans have multiple 

reasons for always being anti-Israel and 

none of them have anything to do with 

anything that Israel does. As I discuss in my 

book, these reasons include anti-Semitism, 

anti-Americanism, addiction to Arab oil, 

and growing Muslim populations in Europe. 

I was prepared to conduct a civilized 

debate based on facts and reasoned 

argumentation. I expected it to be a 

difficult experience. I was not expecting 

to be greeted by a well-dressed mob. My 

pessimism about Europeans’ capacity to 

avail themselves to reasoned, fact-based 

argumentation about Israel has only 

deepened from the experience. 

One positive note, I had a breakfast 

discussion last Wednesday morning with 

activists from the Zionist Federation of 

Britain. The people I met are committed, 

warm, hardworking Zionists. I wish them 

all the best, and mainly that means, that I 

hope that these wonderful people and their 

families make aliyah. 

While their work is worthwhile, there is 

no future for Jews in England.

Source: carolineglick.com

3-year-old critically injured 
by stones near Ariel
Car carrying woman, her three daughters, crashes into truck that veered off course due 

to stones hurled by Palestinians in West Bank road; 3-year-old critically injured; three 

others moderately wounded

A woman and her three daughters were injured on Thursday in a car accident caused by 

stones hurled by Palestinians on Route 5 connecting Tel Aviv and Ariel.

One of the girls, aged three, was critically wounded, while the mother, 40, and her two 

other daughters, ages four and five, sustained moderate injuries.

A truck that veered off course crashed into the woman’s car as a result of stone throwing. 

The truck driver was lightly injured. A bus was also hit by stones and its driver sustained 

light wounds.

Medics took the three-year-old girl to the Chaim Sheba Medical Center in Tel Hashomer 

and the other victims to the Rabin Medical Center in Petah Tikva.

Source: For Zion’s Sake ministries

Lieberman: 
Time to 
Change the 
Rules of 
Engagement
Yisrael Beytenu chairman calls on the 

IDF to change its rules of engagements 

and open fire at rock-throwing terrorists.

Yisrael Beytenu chairman MK Avigdor 

Lieberman said on Thursday evening 

that the IDF should change its rules of 

engagements and instruct soldiers to open 

fire at rock-throwing terrorists.

Lieberman, who was reacting to 

Thursday evening’s collision that was 

caused by rock-throwing terrorists and 

resulted in a baby being critically wounded, 

reminded that rock-throwing terror attacks 

by Arabs have been ongoing for more than 

30 years.

“The first victim who was killed by 

rock-throwing Arab rioters was soldier 

Esther Ohana, who had a rock thrown at her 

vehicle, hit her head and lost consciousness, 

and died two weeks later,” Lieberman said, 

speaking of an attack that took place in 

January of 1983.

Since the murder of Ohana thirty years 

ago, “dozens of others were hurt and 

seriously wounded by Arab rock-throwing 

rioters in Judea and Samaria,” added the 

former Foreign Minister.

Lieberman expressed hope that new 

defense minister Moshe Yaalon “will finally 

change the rules of engagement so that 

fire can be opened at rock-throwers, so 

that rock-throwing would be treated like 

shooting using firearms. Only this kind of 

change will stop civilians and soldiers from 

being targeted by Arab rioters and prevent 

disasters such as what happened in the 

Shomron this evening.”

Bayit Yehudi chairman MK Naftali 

Bennett reacted Thursday evening to the 

rock terror attack, saying, “Some people 

take rock throwing lightly, and prevent 

action against them. Rock throwers are 

trying to murder and they need to be treated 

accordingly.”

Seconds before the crash that wounded 

the baby, along with her mother and two 

sisters, the wife of former Likud MK Yehiel 

Hazan was also wounded by rock-throwing 

terrorists who targeted the bus in which she 

was riding.

Source: For Zion’s Sake ministries
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Remembering the Former Things of Old
by Jack Kinsella 

‘’Remember the former things of old: for I 

am God, and there is none else; I am God, 

and there is none like me, Declaring the 

end from the beginning, and from ancient 

times the things that are not yet done, 

saying, My counsel shall stand, and I will 

do all my pleasure:’’ (Isaiah 46:9-10)

The Bible contains sixty-six different 

books, written by forty different men, 

most of whom lived and died in different 

centuries, in different countries, many of 

them unaware of other prophets or other 

prophecies. The writers of the Bible were 

shepherds and kings, statesmen and beggars. 

All the Bible’s writers were ‘non-profit 

prophets’ -- being a prophet of God was 

not a sought-after job; most prophets lived 

miserably and died painfully. Most, like 

Jeremiah, tried to talk God out of hiring 

them. 

Yet with all of that, every book blends 

seamlessly into the rest, both the books that 

came before, and those that came AFTER. 

Some books of the Bible quote other books 

not yet written at that time. Others quote 

earlier prophets or sacred writing, but all are 

harmonious with one another.

The writing of the Scripture is nothing 

short of miraculous in and of itself. 

Its preservation over the centuries is 

mind-boggling, if you let yourself think 

about it. You and I have both experienced 

discussions with non-believers convinced 

they can prove the Bible is wrong. 

They rail and babble and quote everybody 

EXCEPT the Scriptures, and in the end, 

come away as convinced as when they went 

in. Or get mad and just go away. 

Think how many times similar 

conversations take place around the world, 

every single day.

Then, take a look at the broader view: In 

every generation since its compilation, the 

Bible has been the subject of discussion 

between believers and non-believers. In 

every generation, non-believers have made 

it their mission in life to disprove the 

Scriptures. 

Any discrepancy has been analyzed and 

re-analyzed by both friend and foe, read and 

re-read, argued and re-argued, in a million 

conversations over thousands of years. 

Whoever successfully proved the Bible 

wrong on any point; doctrine, history, 

archeology, law, medicine, science, or 

geography would have single-handedly 

destroyed the basic foundation of the Judeo-

Christian ethic. 

The Bible says of itself, “All scripture 

is given by inspiration of God, and is 

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness.” 

(2 Timothy 3:16)

Such a thinker and philosopher would be 

world-famous. Think of it! The man who 

proved God wrong! In all those generations, 

among all those thinkers over all those 

centuries, that thinker has yet to claim his 

prize.

The Bible is wholly consistent with 

known science. The book of Isaiah said the 

earth was round tens of centuries before 

Columbus.

“It is he that sitteth upon the circle of the 

earth. . .” (Isaiah 40:22)

Ecclesiates 1:6 reveals that the winds 

move in cyclonic patterns and Job tells 

us that light is in motion (Job 38:19-20) 

thousands of years before weather satellites 

and Einstein’s calculations proved both to 

be true. 

Medically, the Bible tells us the chemical 

nature of human life (Genesis 2:7, 3:19) 

that the life of creatures are in the blood 

(Leviticus 17:11), the nature of infectious 

diseases (Leviticus 13:46) and the 

importance of sanitation to health (Numbers 

19, Deuteronomy 23:12-14, Leviticus 7-9) 

many thousands of years before doctors 

were still practicing blood-letting as a 

treatment for disease. 

The list goes on. Every historical event 

described by the Bible has either been 

confirmed by other sources, or has yet to 

be confirmed. Not a single historical event 

described by Scripture has ever conclusively 

been disproved. 

Sometimes, it is necessary to go back and 

take another look at the Source and meditate 

on just what a miracle it is in order to get 

a clearer understanding of what it says. It 

helps to reconfirm that everything it says is 

true. Despite thousands of years of editorial 

criticism, the Bible stands essentially 

unchanged from when it was first given. 

A complete copy of the Book of Isaiah 

was unearthed as part of the Dead Sea 

Scroll treasures and is today enshrined in 

the Dome of the Tablets in Jerusalem. I have 

personally seen it and marveled at the fact 

its date could NOT be questioned. It could 

NOT be younger than the day it was buried 

in AD 70. 

But, apart from grammatical changes 

made necessary by changes in Hebrew 

grammar over the centuries, it reads exactly 

the same way as the Book of Isaiah in your 

own Bible. 

It makes sense to assume the rest of the 

Scriptures are equally accurate, since there 

is no evidence to the contrary and all the 

available evidence supports Scripture.

Where are we going with all this? The 

Bible’s accuracy is not limited to history, 

geography, science or medicine. It is 

equally accurate in describing the events 

that have not yet taken place. 

The prophecies of the Bible are, from 

God’s perspective, ALREADY history.

“. . .yea, I have spoken it, I will also bring 

it to pass; I have purposed it, I will also do 

it.” (Isaiah 46:11)

So not only does the God of the Bible 

know all things, but He has chosen to make 

known to us, through the Bible, what is 

still to come! In fact, even more than that, 

the God of the Bible CHALLENGES any 

so-called ‘gods’ to do the same.

“Produce your cause, saith the LORD; 

bring forth your strong reasons, saith the 

King of Jacob. Let them bring them forth, 

and shew us what shall happen: let them 

shew the former things, what they be, that 

we may consider them, and know the 

latter end of them; or declare us things for 

to come. Shew the things that are to come 

hereafter, that we may know that ye are 

gods: yea, do good, or do evil, that we 

may be dismayed, and behold it together.” 

(Isaiah 41:21:23)

From God’s perspective, outside of space 

and time, everything is now, so to speak. 

God’s historical pronouncements are given 

from the benefit of Divine Hindsight. His 

prophetic pronouncements also enjoy the 

benefit of Divine Hindsight. 

The Bible describes the future, but to 

God, it has already happened, if you can 

follow that line of reasoning for a minute. 

Since to God, it already happened, the 

events that remain yet future will be 

fulfilled as specifically as those events that 

have already come to pass. 

Are you still with me? 

Peter reminds us in 2 Peter 1:16,

“For we have not followed cunningly 

devised fables, when we made known unto 

you the power and coming of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His 

majesty.”

The Bible is also an eyewitness to the 

power and coming of our Lord Jesus. 

Paul writes

“For the which cause I also suffer these 

things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: for I 

KNOW WHOM I HAVE BELIEVED, and 

am persuaded that He is able to keep that 

which I have committed unto Him against 

that day.” (2 Timothy 2:12)

The mission of the Omega Letter is 

to help to train an army of watchmen to 

declare what they see to a lost and dying 

world. And to recruit new watchmen to fill 

in the gaps in the line. 

Isaiah writes,

“For thus hath the LORD said unto me, 

Go, set a watchman, let him declare what he 

seeth.” (Isaiah 21:6)

Ezekiel warns,

“But if the watchman see the sword come, 

and blow not the trumpet, and the people be 

not warned; if the sword come, and take any 

person from among them, he is taken away 

in his iniquity; but his blood will I require at 

the watchman’s hand.” (Ezekiel 33:6)

The mission of the Church is to sound the 

alarm and to warn a lost and dying world 

that there IS hope, that Jesus is real, the 

Bible is true, salvation is attainable and time 

is running short.

“Therefore said He unto them, the harvest 

truly is great, but the labourers are few: pray 

ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he 

would send forth labourers into his harvest.” 

(Luke 10:1)

“For we are labourers together with 

God: ye are God’s husbandry, ye are God’s 

building.”  (1 Corinthians 3:9)

And don’t forget to keep us in your 

prayers.

“Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; 

and lean not unto thine own understanding. 

In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he 

shall direct thy paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

Maranatha! The King IS coming!

Jack Kinsella is the Editor of The Omega Letter

Source: Omega Letter 
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From the Outer Ends of the Earth to 

Groundbreaking 
insulin pill 
nearing market
By Abigail Klein Leichman

For 100 years, scientists searched for a way to deliver 

insulin orally instead of by injection. Now an Israeli 

team claims it’s found the solution. Phase 2 clinical trials 

are coming.

Jerusalem’s Oramed Pharmaceuticals is one step closer to 

putting a groundbreaking oral insulin capsule on the market 

for people with Type 2 diabetes. The company is about to 

begin Phase 2 clinical trials on 147 people at about a dozen 

medical centers in the United States.

CEO Nadav Kidron tells ISRAEL21c that the company’s 

flagship product could revolutionize the treatment of 

diabetes, which now affects more than 371 million people 

worldwide and is the seventh leading cause of death in 

the United States. Most cases are Type 2, where the body 

does not use the hormone insulin effectively to metabolize 

sugars.

The current method of self-injecting insulin is unpleasant 

and also carries the constant risk of infection. A capsule 

taken by mouth would be more convenient and also more 

natural, as it would mimic insulin’s normal route in the 

body. But until now nobody had found a way 

to orally deliver large-molecule polypeptides 

such as insulin and vaccines.

Israel is a major center for diabetes 

research, and in fact the technology 

underlying Oramed is based on 25 years of 

research at Hadassah University Medical 

Center in Jerusalem by scientists including 

Kidron’s mother, Dr. Miriam Kidron.

“After the breakthrough, we sat and talked 

about how it could help millions, but to do 

that you need to establish a company and get 

it financed,” Kidron relates. “I’m a lawyer 

with an MBA, so I started the company 

and raised the money nearly eight years 

ago.” The elder Kidron is chief medical and 

technology officer of the publicly owned 

Oramed, and Hadassah is a stakeholder.

“When they initiated this project almost 30 

years ago at Hadassah, trying to get insulin 

delivered orally looked almost impossible,” 

says Kidron. “Today it’s just a matter of time till it’s on the 

market.”

Insulin capsule can slow the progression of diabetes

Kidron explains that Oramed’s management decided to 

focus solely on insulin not only because of the founding 

scientists’ expertise in diabetes research, but also because 

insulin levels are quite easy to measure in the blood.

And from a business 

standpoint, diabetes represents 

a giant market. Some $471 

billion was spent worldwide 

last year to treat diabetes, and 

the International Diabetes 

Foundation estimates that by 

2030, some 552 million people 

in the world will be diagnosed 

with the disease.

Most importantly, says 

Kidron, Oramed’s insulin 

capsule could slow the 

progression of Type 2 diabetes, 

which has three classic phases.

The first phase can be 

addressed through diet and 

exercise, while the next phase 

requires oral medications 

that boost the body’s own 

insulin production. In the 

third phase, when the insulin-producing pancreas cannot 

continue producing the hormone, a patient becomes insulin-

dependent.

“We wanted to do more than just replace injections — 

we wanted to provide an alternative oral medication as 

an earlier treatment that can extend the second phase and 

prevent patients from becoming insulin dependent,” says 

Kidron. “That’s the revolution.”

Nadav Kidron, CEO of Oramed 

Pharmaceuticals

Continued on Page 15
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The nose that 
can smell 
cancer goes 
commercial
By Brian Blum

Israeli professor’s revolutionary disease-

detection device is on the road to success.

An Israeli invention that can detect lung 

cancer from exhaled breath will be 

commercialized in a joint venture between 

the Technion-Israel Institute of Technology 

and Alpha Szenszor, a Boston-based 

manufacturer of carbon nanotube sensing 

equipment.

As ISRAEL21c reported in 2011, 

Technion Prof. Hossam Haick has been 

working on what he calls “Na-Nose” (the 

“na” is for “nanotechnology”) since 2007, 

and the device has been proven in numerous 

international clinical trials to differentiate 

between different types and classifications 

of cancer with up to 95 percent accuracy.

Patients breathe into a tube; the 

Na-Nose analyzes the more than 1,000 

different gases that are contained in the 

breath to identify those that may indicate 

that something’s wrong. It works by 

binding gases to specific nano-materials, 

a technique formally known as volatile 

organic compound (VOC) detection.

The breakthrough is significant because 

there is currently no commercially available 

way of screening for lung cancer. Expensive 

and cumbersome imaging technologies 

(such as CT scans) are ordered only when 

a patient complains of symptoms, when 

it’s usually too late, or for a smaller group 

of high-risk individuals, mostly long-term 

smokers. And biopsies of tumors, when 

required, are inherently invasive.

Na-Nose could potentially change the 

current reality, where receiving a diagnosis 

of lung cancer is all too often a death 

sentence. Eighty-five percent of those with 

this particularly pernicious form of cancer 

don’t survive more than five years.

A few years down the road

Up until now, Haick’s innovation could 

only be used in a laboratory setting, says 

Steve Lerner, CEO of Alpha Szenszor. The 

new partnership will aggressively push 

to produce a manufacturable commercial 

“appliance” within two to three years. FDA 

testing could take up to another five years.

But before the decade is over, Haick 

and Lerner are confident that your local 

family physician should have a pocketsize 

“Na-Nose,” costing as little as $10, in his 

or her office. The initial device will be a lot 

more expensive, perhaps as high as $10,000 

per unit, which will limit it to larger clinics 

and hospitals. But that’s still much less 

expensive than a CT imaging machine, and 

smaller.

The vision is even bigger. Lerner 

anticipates a day when the nanotechnology 

underlying the Na-Nose will be built 

into smartphones and tablets – allowing 

you to connect a tube to your iPad and 

screen yourself for cancer at home. Haick 

envisions an even lower-cost model of 

Na-Nose put to work in the developing 

world.

While the initial focus for the joint 

venture is on lung cancer, the possible 

benefits go much further. Haick says that, 

in the five years since he’s been working 

on the technology, his team has expanded 

the range of diseases it can detect. Multiple 

sclerosis, Parkinson’s disease and other 

types of cancer — including breast, prostate 

and gastric — are all being found with 

similar levels of accuracy.

Alpha Szenszor is probably the ideal 

partner to bring the Na-Nose to market. 

Lerner has spent his career building 

and managing scalable manufacturing 

operations, from consumer electronics 

to semiconductors. Meanwhile, Alpha 

Szenszor had been perfecting its carbon 

nanotube sensor equipment but hadn’t yet 

found the right commercial application. 

Haick needs those nanotubes to move to the 

next level.

“The Technion has gone through all the 

engineering work, significantly accelerating 

our path. They’ve also made inroads with 

the medical community,” Lerner tells 

ISRAEL21c.

Duplicating a dog’s sniffer

If Lerner represents the manufacturing 

brawn, Haick is clearly the scientific brains. 

A faculty member in the Russell Berrie 

Nanotechnology Unit and a professor in 

the Technion’s Department of Chemical 

Engineering, he was inspired to apply his 

chemistry background to disease detection 

after he read that dogs could sniff out 

certain types of cancer.

“But they had no way to communicate 

that efficiently,” he said, “and it’s not 

possible to bring dogs into a hospital setting 

due to issues with hygiene.” The Na-Nose 

explicitly seeks to duplicate the dog 

experience with technology.

Na-Nose’s detection device can be used 

at three different stages. The first, and most 

critical, is advanced screening. The earlier 

cancer is detected, the better the survival 

rate. The second stage is detailed diagnosis 

and monitoring during the cancer treatment: 

a simple breath analysis could mean less 

radiation or fewer biopsies. And finally, the 

Na-Nose can be used following successful 

treatment, to stay on top of any signs that 

the cancer may be recurring.

Haick, 37, is something of an Israeli 

scientific superstar. Born and raised in 

the Christian Arab city of Nazareth, he 

appeared on Yedioth Ahronoth’s list 

of 50 leading Israelis in 2007; on the 

Massachusetts Institute of Technology 

Review list of 35 leading young scientists 

for 2008; and in 2010, he was named one 

of the 10 Most Promising Young Israeli 

Scientists by Calcalist, and one of the 

Jerusalem Post’s Young Israelis of the Year.

The market for cancer diagnostic devices 

is estimated at $7.9 billion; the total global 

market for medical diagnostic devices is 

over $40 billion. Some 1.6 million people 

worldwide are diagnosed with lung cancer 

every year.

With time the Na-Nose will get smarter 

and new medical treatments will follow. For 

example, Haick is working on the ability to 

connect lung cancer detection with genetic 

mutations. “This is quite important,” he 

said, “as many people with similar lung 

cancers, in the same environment, who get 

the same treatment don’t respond equally. 

We attribute this to genetic mutations.”

The promising future of personally 

tailored treatment cocktails requires this 

level of differentiation.

There’s still much to be done to make the 

new joint venture a reality. But given the 

potential, Haick and Lerner may just hit this 

one on the nose.

Source: ISRAEL 21c

Hossam Haick with the components of his Na-Nose

By offering a better solution in the second phase of the 

disease, Oramed could assure that people with Type 2 

diabetes avoid further complications of the disease, while 

benefiting from a less painful, more convenient and more 

affordable treatment.

Other diabetes meds in the pipeline

Because Type 2 diabetes often results from excess 

body weight, Oramed is also developing an oral capsule 

containing the hormone exenatide, which helps balance 

blood sugar levels and controls appetite. Exenatide can be 

given by injection but it tends to make people nauseous. 

The oral preparation would reduce that side effect and open 

it up to a much larger market.

“This is a very potent drug in the world of diabetes. We 

are now doing trials at Hadassah, and probably toward the 

end of the first quarter of 2013 we should have results,” 

says Kidron. “If it’s successful, we will then file for FDA 

approval.”

Oramed has a third product in the pipeline that combines 

oral insulin and oral exenatide. Preliminary results of this 

therapy were presented at the meeting of the American 

Diabetes Association last June, demonstrating 

a greater positive effect when the two products 

were given in tandem.

“We saw that one plus one equals three when 

people take these together,” says Kidron, “and 

giving them together is better than giving them 

separately. So it’s another breakthrough not just 

in delivery but in combining these products.” 

Human trials have yet to begin but results in 

animal models are promising.

Though the company employs just 11 people, 

Oramed is backed by a scientific advisory 

board that includes top diabetes researchers. It 

includes, among others, Nobel Prize laureate 

Dr. Avram Hershko; Dr. Michael Berelowitz, 

former senior vice president of Pfizer; Gerald 

Ostrov, former CEO of Bausch & Lomb 

and former senior executive of Johnson & 

Johnson; and Prof. Derek LeRoith, chief of 

endocrinology, diabetes and bone disease at the 

Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York.

Source: ISRAEL 21c

Continued from Page 14

Swallowing a pill is much more palatable for diabetics than getting an injection. 
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A Tearful Farewell
By Koen Carlier

At the beginning of January, we had 

the luxury of a welcome break in the 

demanding Aliyah work while our three 

vans were undergoing various maintenance 

and repairs. Keeping these vehicles 

road-worthy is an arduous task, because one 

workshop repairs only starter motors, while 

another does only welding, and so forth.  

We grow weary of hearing lame excuses 

for unreliable, sloppy work and why certain 

necessary jobs were not done.

But the vans are essential to our Aliyah 

work and all three are more or less 

functional again in spite of our repair 

challenges. As a result, we had some 

enjoyable trips with amiable Olim (Jewish 

immigrants)  that included a woman 

from Slavuta, who for 10 years worked 

for Hessod - a Jewish aid organization 

- and was now joining her children and 

grandchildren in Arad. We also took 70 year 

old Nekha from Berdichev to the airport. 

She was also going to be re-united with her 

children, who had petitioned her for years to 

join them in Petach Tikva. Nekha was born 

when her parents were fleeing from the 

Nazi’s during the war. 

She was escorted to the van by her 

longtime friend, Roza, and carried only 

one small travel bag with the maximum 

weight of 10 kilograms. Roza prayed 

in Yiddish for a safe journey for her 

best friend,  something we do not often 

witness. I chatted briefly to Roza and 

jokingly said, “In the near future, we will 

come and collect you for your journey 

to Israel”. She reponded with a sense of 

disbelief,  looked at me, and laughed. 

I persisted: “Roza, you prayed to the 

Almighty for Nekha; now pray and ask 

Him for wisdom to know what to do.” She 

stopped laughing and looked at me even 

more intensely as if she now understood 

that all things are possible with God - in 

answer to prayer! 

On Wednesday, February 6th, we 

collected two families from Dovzjuk and 

Ivankivtsy, two villages that were new 

Aliyah pick-ups for us.

We have noticed a trend whereby there 

is an increase in the frequency with 

which Jewish people in far-away places 

are finding their own way to the nearest 

local Jewish Agency office. Once their 

papers are in order, we have the privilege 

of assisting  them on their way to the 

Promised Land.   

The time of Pesach (Passover – 

commemorating the Jewish exodus from 

Egypt) makes it easier for Jewish People 

in the Ukraine to apply the message of 

‘slavery’ and ‘deliverance’ to themselves, 

and for us to continue our calling to 

proclaim it! On Wednesday, February 

13th, we took the last Jewish family from 

Chernivtsy, a former little Jewish stettl,  and 

other families, from Mogolov-Podolsky and 

Vinnitsa, to the airport at Kiev, from where 

they left for Israel permanently! 
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 The most difi cult moment came when Nekha was 

walking to the mini-bus while her best friend was 

crying! This is in general the most difi cult moment 

for most of the olim in the aliyah process - when the 

actual time comes that they leave loved ones behind 

and depart to Israel for good.


