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Was this Obama’s 
preferred Middle East 
Solution?
By Victor Sharpe 

What the Muslim Brotherhood’s victory in Egypt meant was the 
end of any hope on the part of secularists, women, and especially 

Egyptian Christians, who were all yearning finally for the beginning of 
a true and enlightened fledgling democracy after the fall of President 
Hosni Mubarak. Instead, they are now enduring ominous Islamic Sharia 
law restrictions on their few remaining rights.

The Brotherhood’s Egyptian President, Mohammed Morsi, made it 
clear that to oppose the Brotherhood’s rule is to oppose Islam itself. This 
guarantees that millions of illiterate Egyptians throughout the country, 
who listen to the vitriol spewed by their Imams in Friday night mosque 
sermons, will automatically follow the Islamist line.

The so-called “Arab Spring,” so avidly touted and embraced by 
President Obama, was never about democracy, despite the banalities 
expressed by so many liberal talking heads in the Western press and 
media. It was always about imposing strict and oppressive Islamic law 
upon Egypt. Indeed it was Barack Hussein Obama’s Cairo speech – 
the first major speech he delivered after his 2008 presidential election 
victory – that ushered in the nightmare of triumphal Islam now 
increasingly dominating much of the Arab world and the 57 Muslim 
states.

Egypt has now fallen under the same 7th century repressive Sharia 
law that Libya, Tunisia, the Gaza Strip, ad nauseum, are experiencing. 
Thanks to the European Union’s overthrow of Muammar Gadhafi, so 
foolishly aided and abetted by the Obama Administration whose foreign 
policy lies in tatters and which led to the Benghazi atrocity, all of North 
Africa is now threatened.

Mali still remains in contention, despite French military intervention, 
as the Islamists and jihadists of Al Qaida pose a relentless threat. And 
then there is Syria whose tyrant, Basher al-Assad, may sooner or later 
be overthrown by rebels who themselves are infested with hordes of Al 
Qaida, the Muslim Brotherhood, Hezbollah, Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
terrorists. The consequences of another Islamic state arising in the 
Middle East cauldron creates yet more horrendous consequences for the 
region and world peace.

The implications for Christians and women’s rights in Egypt, Libya, 
Tunisia, Syria and throughout the Muslim and Arab world, are dire 
in light of Sharia’s diminution of women to the status of little more 
than chattels and slaves to their husbands, fathers and brothers. The 
stultifying imposition of Sharia law on freedom of speech is an integral 
part of Islam, which forbids criticism of the prophet Muhammad and of 
the Koran or Hadith. The Muslim Brotherhood’s constitution includes a 
ban on all criticism of political leaders – a road map for dictators and 
tyrants – and allows the state to control what books and films may or 
may not be viewed.

For the fast dwindling Christian communities within the Islamic and 
Arab world their future is dire. Many are fleeing to the West while 
Christians are persecuted and murdered with impunity and churches 
burned to the ground. All non-Muslims who live under Islamic control 
are more often than not treated as dhimmis. Within the territory now 
occupied by the Palestinian Authority – consisting of large areas of 
the biblical Jewish and ancestral heartland of Judea and Samaria but 
known to much of the world as the so-called West Bank – Christians are 
dominated by harsh Muslim power.

Bethlehem, the biblical Jewish village known by its original Hebrew 
name, Bet Lechem, meaning House of Bread, became primarily a 
Christian town revered as the place of Christ’s birth. Now Christians 
are a vulnerable minority and the town is populated mostly by Muslim 
Arabs who call themselves Palestinians.  Indeed, it is only in Israel that 
Christians are growing in numbers and are fully respected and protected 
as equal citizens.

Now that Islamic law has growing domination over Egypt, the largest 
Arab country in terms of population, it portends a new dark age for 
the Middle East and for the entire world. And if the convulsions inside 
Egypt – a direct consequence of Obama’s ditching of the pro-American 
Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak – are not bad enough, President 
Obama proceeds with the delivery of twenty advanced F16 fighter jets 
and 200 Abram tanks to the anti-Semitic and anti-American Muslim 
Brotherhood dictatorship of Mohammed Morsi – the same Morsi 
who quoted venomous Koranic insults against Jews, has no love for 
Christians, and has vilified the USA.

Why is the Obama Administration seemingly unaware of the perilous 
Egyptian situation? Is it willfully blind? Or is President Obama 
deliberately feeding the flames, believing in his mind that the Muslim 
Brotherhood is the preferred solution in the Middle East?

Source:  American Clarion
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Conversions to Islam
By David Solway 

An alarming feature of our current socio-cultural 
world is the striking frequency of conversions 

to Islam across the entire gamut of Western private 
and public life: prisoners converting to the religion 
of peace in record numbers; women who crave 
the emotional comfort and feeling of security that 
donning the Hijab or the Niqab purportedly confers; 
disaffected youth who find purpose and meaning in 
attending the mosque, often becoming radicalized 
in the process; African-Americans reacting against 
Christianity as the white man’s religion and who 
“associate conversion to Islam with recovering their 
ethnic heritage”; political figures who, whether 
secretly or publicly, swear by the Koran, the most 
conspicuous recent example being the bizarre 
spectacle of Arnoud Van Doorn, one of the Dutch 
producers of the uncompromising anti-Islam film 
Fitna and a former leading member of Geert Wilders’ 
Freedom Party, happily and gratefully converting to 
Islam. Even a Gitmo prison guard proved unable to 
resist the seduction of Islam, to read only a partial list 
of notable converts to Islam is chastening.

Such conversions reveal a craving for the 
collectivist embrace of an explanatory and 
consoling paradigm, and are a symptom of cultural 
irresponsibility. Some of these, it is true, remain more 
or less innocuous, but others lead to the espousal 
of sanctified violence. Michael Ledeen points out 
in an interesting article debunking the myth of the 
“homegrown terrorist” that such people, “motivated 
by strong ideological or religious beliefs,” have come 
to identify with foreign doctrines and ideologies that 
are “anything but homegrown.” The indoctrination 
they undergo may be learned online, though “more 
often than not [it] takes place at the feet of foreign 
teachers and trainers.” They are not to be understood 
as homegrown terrorists since they have “turned to 
non-American visions and visionaries.” Reiterating 
his rejection of the “homegrown” label, Ledeen calls 
them “converts” who “have taken leave of us to join 
our enemies.” Of course, the terminology we use may 
also be a question of semantics. Rudi Giuliani has 
no qualms about using the term “homegrown,” but 
he means the same thing as Ledeen. He goes wrong, 
however, in claiming that a significant number of 
terrorist attacks come from a “distorted Islamic 
extremist ideology.” Such attacks are enjoined in 
the Koran and validated in the Hadith and derive not 
from some rarefied or ultraist version of the faith but 
from Islam proper. There is nothing “distorted” (to 
echo Giuliani) or deviant about them.

“Imagine,” writes former Muslim Bosch Fawstin, 
“If…we used terms such as ‘Radical Nazism’…
and ‘Militant Communism.’ The implication would 

be that there are good versions of those ideologies, 
which would then lead some to seek out ‘moderate’ 
Nazis. Those who use terms other than ‘Islam’ create 
the impression that it’s some variant of Islam that’s 
behind the enemy that we’re facing.” He continues by 
stressing the undeniable fact that Islam “is a political 
religion; the idea of a separation of Mosque and 
State is unheard of in the Muslim world. Islam has a 
doctrine of warfare, Jihad, which is fought in order to 
establish Islamic (‘Sharia’) Law, which is, by nature, 
totalitarian. Sharia Law calls for, among other things: 
the dehumanization of women; the flogging/stoning/
killing of adulterers; and the killing of homosexuals, 
apostates and critics of Islam. All of this is part 
of orthodox Islam, not some ‘extremist’ form of 
it.” Many, if not most, converts appear serenely 
unaware of the central tenets and imperatives of their 
adopted faith, and never seem to ask themselves the 
obvious question: was Mohammed, with his program 
of military conquest and his many sanguinary 
injunctions, a “moderate Muslim” or an Islamist?

What we are dealing with is a local subset of V.S. 
Naipaul’s Beyond Belief: Islamic Excursions among 
the Converted Peoples. Naipaul points to the tragic 
effects of Arab imperialistic conquest of four Asian 
nations, Iran, Malaysia, Pakistan and Indonesia. 
He writes: “The cruelty of Islamic fundamentalism 
is that it allows only one people—the Arabs, the 
original people of the Prophet—a past, and sacred 
places.” Converted peoples “have to strip themselves 
of their past…It is the most uncompromising kind of 
imperialism.” Naipaul’s stories about his travels and 
the people he met are often heartrending and testify 
to the confusion and dislocation he sees in their lives 
and the desertification of mind and spirit that Islam 
has visited on these countries—the most “retrograde 
force” in the world, as Winston Churchill described 
Islam in The River War.

Naipaul is speaking chiefly of massive, forced 
conversions, but the same is true, mutatis mutandis, 
of the inroads that the religion of peace has carved 
into the West where voluntary conversions seem to 
have attained near-epidemic proportions. Islamic 
supremacy operates through various complementary 
means: fear triggered by outright violence and the 
threat of violence; infiltration of administrations 
at the municipal, regional and national levels; the 
suborning of a debauched and obeisant media 
apparatus; the abject scrivenings of a submissive 
intellectual class; the pervasive compliance of the 
entertainment industry; and the corruption of the 
academy with the willing assistance of university 
syndics, professors and student unions—a perfect

Continued on Page 5
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On Second Thought . . . 
Maybe That Israeli Apology 
to Turkey Was a Good Idea
By Daniel Pipes

I was appalled to learn that the Israeli 
prime minister had apologized to his 

Turkish counterpart for his government’s 
actions during the Mavi Marmara 
incident, seeing this as feeding the Turkish 
government’s inflated sense of grandeur and 
power.

That prediction was borne out well.

The municipal government of Turkey’s 
capital city, Ankara, put up billboards on 
city streets reveling in the Israeli apology.

They are not subtle, showing a 
sad-looking Netanyahu beneath a larger, 
buoyant Erdogan, separated by the Mavi 
Marmara itself. Addressing Erdogan, they 
read: “Israel apologized to Turkey. Dear 
Prime Minister, we are grateful that you let 
our country experience this pride.”

Erdogan himself claims not only that the 
apology has changed the balance of power in 
the Arab-Israeli conflict but that it obligates 
Israel to work with Ankara in its diplomacy 
with the Palestinians. He told the Turkish 
parliament: “The point we have arrived at 
as a result of our consultations with all our 
brothers in Palestine and peripheral countries 
is increasing our responsibility with regard 
to solving the Palestinian question and thus 
is bringing about a new equation,” and went 
on to claim that Israel agreed to cooperate 
with Turkey on talks with the Palestinians. 
Hürriyet Daily News paraphrases Erdogan: 
“He said all his regional interlocutors, 
including Khaled Mashaal of the Hamas, 
admit that a new era has begun in the Middle 
East in what they all call the Turkish victory 
on Israeli apology.”

No less notable is Erdogan’s petty put 
down of the Israeli side:  

Erdogan said his conversation with 
Netanyahu took place under the witness 
of Obama but he wanted first to talk with 
the US President as he missed his voice. 
“I talked to him and we have reviewed the 
text and confirmed the [apology] process. 
we have therefore accomplished this 
process under Obama’s witness,” Erdogan 
said, adding this phone conversation has 
also been recorded alongside with written 
statements issued from all three sides.

Ryan Mauro sums up Turkish actions 
over the past week:

Erdogan is extending his time in the 
spotlight by demanding that Israel pay 

$1 million to each of the nine casualties’ 
families, ten times the amount Israel has 
offered. He isn’t yet dropping his case 
against the Israeli generals involved in the 
raid, nor is he fully restoring diplomatic ties 
with Israel. And he’s announced that he will 
visit the Hamas-controlled Gaza Strip in 
what is a thinly-concealed victory lap.

Indeed, the Turkish gloating has been so 
conspicuous and extended that it may have 
prompted a healthy sense of reality. So long 
as the Mavi Marmara incident hung over 
their relations with Ankara, Israelis and 
others could believe that an apology for 
the incident would magically undo the past 
decade. The illusion could persist that the 
Turks, however unreasonably, just needed 
to put this Mavi Marmara unpleasantness 
aside and things would revert to the good 
old days.

Now that Israelis humiliated themselves 
and Erdogan is rampaging on, some are 
awakening to the fact that this apology 
only made matters worse. Naftali Bennett, 
Israel’s minister of economy and trade, 
slammed the Turkish response: “Since 
the apology was made public, it appears 
Erdogan is doing everything he can to make 
Israel regret it, while conducting a personal 
and vitriolic campaign at the expense of 
Israel-Turkey relations. Let there be no 
doubt — no nation is doing Israel a favor by 
renewing ties with it. It should also be clear 
to Erdogan that if Israel encounters in the 
future any terrorism directed against us, our 
response will be no less severe.”

Boaz Bismuth of Israel Hayom colorfully 
notes that Israelis “didn’t expect to feel that 
only several days after Israel’s apology, 
Erdogan would already be making us feel 
that we had eaten a frog along with our 
matzah this year.”

Perhaps, after all, the apology was a 
good thing. For a relatively inexpensive 
price — some words — Israelis and others 
have gained a better insight into the Turkish 
leadership’s mentality. They don’t suffer 
from mere injured pride; they are Islamist 
ideologues with an ambitious agenda. If the 
misguided apology makes this evident to 
more observers, the results possibly could 
make this into a net plus.

Source: National Review Online

Apologies not really accepted...

Muslim Brotherhood group 
to ‘connect’ all U.S. schools 
By Aaron Klein 

A Muslim Brotherhood-linked organization 
has partnered with the U.S. 

Department of Education and the State 
Department to facilitate an online program 
aiming to connect all U.S. schools with 
classrooms abroad by 2016.

Vartan Gregorian, a board member of 
the organization in question, the Qatar 
Foundation International, was appointed in 
2009 to President Obama’s White House 
Fellowships Commission.

WND (World net Daily) previously 
exposed how Gregorian served as a point 
man in granting $49.2 million in start up 
capital to an education-reform project 
founded by Weather Underground terrorist 
William Ayers and chaired by Obama.

Documentation shows Gregorian was 
central in Ayers’ recruitment of Obama to 
serve as the first chairman of the project, 
the Chicago Annenberg Challenge – a job in 
which Obama worked closely on a regular 
basis with Ayers.

Obama also later touted his job at the 
project as qualifying him to run for public 
office, as WND previously reported.

Connecting schools to fulfil Obama 
pledge to Arab world

The Qatar Foundation International, or 
QFI, in 2011 partnered with the Department 
of State and the U.S. Department of 
Education to facilitate matchmaking 
between classrooms in the U.S. and 
international schools through something 
called the “Connect All Schools” project.

QFI, funded by the Qatari government, 
explains on its website the online initiative 
was founded in response to Obama’s call 
to “create a new online network, so a 
young person in Kansas can communicate 
instantly with a young person in Cairo,” 
during his June 2009 speech to the Arab 
world from Cairo, Egypt.

QFI relates how more than 100 U.S. 
schools and organizations have already 
connected on the interactive website, www.
connectallschools.org.

The stated goal of the online intiative is 
to “connect every school in the US with the 
world by 2016.”

This is not the QFI’s first foray into the 
U.S. education system.

WND reported last May how the Qatar-
based foundation awarded “Curriculum 
Grants” to seven U.S. schools and language 
organizations to “develop comprehensive 
and innovative curricula and teaching 

materials to be used in any Arabic language 
classroom.”

QFI, based in Washington, D.C., is the 
U.S. branch of the Qatar Foundation, 
founded in 1995 by Qatar’s ruling emir, 
Sheikha Hind bint Hamad Al Thani.

Thani is still the group’s vice-chairman, 
while his wife, Sheikha Moza bint Nasser, 
chairs the organization’s board.

Thani also launched Al Jazeera in 1996 
and served as the television network’s 
chairman.

The Qatar foundation is close to the 
Muslim Brotherhood.

Last January, it launched the Research 
Center for Islamic Legislation and Ethics 
under the guidance of Tariq Ramadan, who 
serves as the center’s director.

Ramadan is the grandson of the notorious 
founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, 
Hassan al Banna. Ramadan was banned 
from the U.S. until 2010 when the Obama 
administration issued him a visa to give a 
lecture at a New York school.

QFI, meanwhile, named several 
institutions after Yusuf al-Qaradawi, 
one of the top leaders of the Muslim 
Brotherhood. Many regard Qaradawi as the 
de facto spiritual leader of Egypt’s Muslim 
Brotherhood.

The foundation instituted the Sheikh 
Yusuf Al Qaradawi Scholarships and 
in 2009 established a research center 
named the Qaradawi Center for Islamic 
Moderation and Renewal.

Qaradawi has personally attended scores 
of foundation events, including conferences 
at which he served as a keynote speaker.

Qaradawi achieved star status because of 
his regular sermons and interviews on Al 
Jazeera.

The Investigative Project on Terrorism 
documents how Qardawi openly permitted 
the killing of American troops in Iraq and 
praised the “heroic deeds” of “Hamas, 
Jihad, Al-Aqsa Brigades and others.”

Obama, Ayers connection

Vartan Gregorian is a board member of 
QFI. 

Gregorian, president of Carnegie Corp. 
charitable foundation, was appointed by 
Obama in 2009 as a White House fellow. 
Born in Tabriz, Iran, Gregorian served for 
eight years as president of the New York 
Public Library and was also president of 
Brown University.

The Brotherhood was founded in 1928 by an Egyptian admirer of Adolf Hitler. It called for the creation of a 

new Islamic empire and spawned al-Qaeda and Hamas and other jihadist terror organizations.

Continued on Page 6
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Muslim Persecution of Christians
by Raymond Ibrahim

The 2013 year began with reports indicating that 
wherever Christians live side by side with large 

numbers of Muslims, they are under attack. One report 
said that “Africa, where Christianity spread fastest during 
the past century, now is the region where oppression of 
Christians is spreading fastest.” This is certainly true: 
whether in Kenya, Nigeria, Mali, Somalia, Sudan, or 
Tanzania, attacks on Christians in those countries are as 
frequent as they are graphic.

As for the Middle East, the cradle of Christianity, a new 
study by the Pew Forum finds that “just 0.6 percent of 
the world’s 2.2 billion Christians now live in the Middle 
East and North Africa. Christians make up only 4% of the 
region’s inhabitants, drastically down from 20% a century 
ago and marking the smallest regional Christian minority in 
the world. Fully 93% of the region is Muslim, and 1.6% is 
Jewish.”

How Christianity became all but eradicated from the 
region where it was born is made clear by yet another 
report concerning Egypt’s Christian Copts, the Middle 
East’s largest Christian minority. Due to a “climate of 
fear and uncertainty,” Christian families are leaving Egypt 
in large numbers. Along with regular church attacks, the 
situation has gotten to the point that, according to one 
Coptic priest, “Salafis meet Christian girls in the street and 
order them to cover their hair. Sometimes they hit them 
when they refuse.” Another congregation leader said “With 
the new [Sharia-heavy] constitution, the new laws that are 
expected, and the majority in parliament I don’t believe we 
can be treated on an equal basis.”

Elsewhere, Christians are not allowed to flee. In eastern 
Syria, for example, 25,000 Christians, including Syriac 
Orthodox, Syriac Catholics, Chaldeans and Armenians, 
were prevented from fleeing due to a number of roadblocks 
set up by armed Islamic militia groups, who deliberately 
target Christians for robbery and kidnapping for ransoming, 
often slaughtering their victims.

Categorized by theme, January’s batch of Muslim 
persecution of Christians around the world includes (but is 
not limited to) the following accounts, listed by theme and 
in country alphabetical order, not necessarily according to 
severity:

Church Attacks

Egypt: Reminiscent of the 2011 New Year’s Eve church 
bombing in Alexandria, which left over 23 Christians 
dead, a car packed with explosives was discovered by a 
Coptic church celebrating Christmas [which is in January] 
and neutralized before detonating. A car with masked men 
was seen speeding away as patrols seized the explosives-
packed car. Separately, hundreds of Muslims in the village 
of Fanous destroyed a social services building belonging to 
a Coptic Church while chanting Islamic slogans. Security 
forces arrived only after the building was completely 
destroyed. According to the report, the social services 
building “had all the necessary government permits; it had 
a reception hall on the first floor and a kindergarten on the 
second. But the Muslims insisted that it would become a 
church.” Mosques in surrounding areas had earlier called 
on Muslims through their megaphones to go and help 
their Muslim brethren in Fanous, because Christians were 
“building a church.” Hundreds of other Muslim protesters 
rioted outside yet another church in Upper Egypt, throwing 
stones at the building, on claims that a Christian man had 
sexually assaulted a 6-year-old Muslim girl. Four stores 
owned by Copts were also torched. Police are investigating 
the accusations.

Nigeria: A total of 30 Christians were slaughtered in 
two separate attacks carried out by armed men ahead of 
the New Year in the Muslim-majority north: on Sunday 
December 30, 15 people were killed when armed jihadis 
stormed a church and opened fire on worshippers. The 
night before, Muslim terrorists broke into selected homes 
and slaughtered 15 other Christians in their sleep. “The 
victims were selected because they were all Christians, 
some of whom had moved into the neighbourhood from 
other parts of the city hit by Boko Haram attacks,” said a 
relief worker. Meanwhile, Nigerian president Jonathan 
revealed that Boko Haram has enablers even within his 
own government: “the saboteurs in government condoning 
terrorism by Boko Haram, you do not love this nation. 

Those of you who leak secrets to Boko Haram do not love 
this nation.”

Pakistan: On Christmas Day, “when Christian 
worshipers were coming out of different Churches after 
performing Christmas prayers, more than one hundred 
Muslim extremists equipped with automatic rifles, pistols 
and sticks attacked the Christian women, children and 
men,” according to a report. Several were shot or beaten 
relentlessly. Much of this appears to have been exacerbated 
by a fatwa, or an Islamic edict, that came out right before 
Christmas, saying that, “Christmas cannot be celebrated by 
Muslims because it is against the concept of monotheism 
in Islam.” Due to the subsequent chaos, Christians “were 
under siege from Christmas day and running out of food 
supplies and milk for children on fear of safety and security 
of life from further attacks of [the] Muslim mob…. The 
news of this attack on Christians on Christmas Day was 
intentionally blocked by media and administration of 
capital city Islamabad.”

Russia: Security forces in a North Caucasus province on 
Sunday killed three Islamic militants suspected of planning 
attacks on church services during the Russian Orthodox 
Christmas holiday, which comes in January. Security 
forces tried to stop a van in a Muslim-majority province 
but its occupants opened fire and were killed in the ensuing 
battle. Guns and ammunition were subsequently discovered 
in the van indicating that the men were planning attacks 
on churches during services marking Russian Orthodox 
Christmas. “Deadly exchanges of gunfire between police 
and suspected militants at road checkpoints are common 
in Russia’s North Caucasus, a string of provinces hit by 
an Islamist insurgency rooted in two separatist wars in 
Chechnya,” adds the report.

Murders and Plots of Murder

Algeria: According to a local man who escaped an 
Islamic raid in the Sahara, the Islamic gunmen who seized 
hundreds of gas plant workers told staff they would not 
harm Muslims but would kill Western hostages whom they 
referred to as “Christians and infidels”: “The terrorists told 
us at the very start that they would not hurt Muslims but 
were only interested in the Christians and infidels. ‘We will 
kill them,’ they said.”

Egypt: Two bearded men, apparently Salafis —those 
Muslims who most try to pattern themselves after Islam’s 
prophet—in what appears to have been a random act of 
violence, stabbed a Christian woman in Alexandria. The 
two men were riding a motorcycle when they intercepted 
Mary and stabbed her in her abdomen as she was crossing 
the street, causing a serious wound in her peritoneal 
membrane. The Coptic woman was transported to the 

hospital where she underwent surgery. Although Mary’s 
family filed a complaint with the police, as usual, the head 
detective refused to go out and inspect the assault scene. An 
activist confirmed that this is not the first attack on Coptic 
women in Alexandria. Indeed there have been several 
such cases reported in January without any response from 
authorities.

Iraq: The nation’s ever dwindling Christian minority 
continues to suffer untold atrocities. A Christian 
universitymedical student was killed by a car bomb a day 
after the body of a 54-year-old female Christian teacher 
was found with her throat cut. The slain Christian woman 
was discovered in the same area where attacks have been 
perpetrated in the past against members of the city’s 
Christian minority, some abducted and murdered.

Turkey: An assassination plot against a Protestant pastor 
was thwarted when police arrested 14 suspects, two of 
whom had been part of his congregation for more than a 
year, pretending to be interested in Christianity; one went 
so far as to be baptized. “These people had infiltrated our 
church and collected information about me, my family and 
the church and were preparing an attack against us,” said 
the pastor, a native Turk and convert to Christianity. “Two 
of them attended our church for over a year and they were 
like family.” Also, an 85-year-old Christian Armenian 
woman was repeatedly stabbed to death in her apartment. A 
crucifix was carved onto her naked corpse. Another elderly 
Christian Armenian woman was punched in the head and, 
after collapsing to the floor, repeatedly kicked by a masked 
man. According to the report, “the attack marks the fifth in 
the past two months against elderly Armenian women (one 
has lost an eye)…. Opinion remains divided as to whether 
these are organised hate crimes targeting non-Muslims or 
just random theft.” Yet according to Turkey’s Human Rights 
Association, “The attacks were carried out with racist 
motives,” that is, the victims were intentionally targeted for 
being Christian Armenians.

Apostasy, Blasphemy, Proselytism

Egypt: A court sentenced an entire family—Nadia 
Mohamed Ali and her seven children—to fifteen years in 
prison for converting to Christianity. Seven other people 
were sentenced to five years in prison, primarily for 
facilitating the formal conversion of the family. A born 
Christian, Nadia had earlier converted to Islam to marry 
a Muslim man; reconverting back to Christianity after the 
death of her husband, she attempted to reflect this change 
formally on her identity card and her children’s, which 
created suspicions among security, who arrested the family, 
followed by the subsequent fifteen year prison sentence.

Iran: Saeed Abedini, an American-Iranian Christian 
pastor was arrested and, in a sham trial, sentenced “to eight 
years in prison for threatening the national security of Iran 
through his leadership in Christian house churches. He 
will serve the time in Iran’s notorious Evin Prison, known 
as one of the most brutal.” “This is a real travesty—a 
mockery of justice,” said the American pastor’s attorney. 
“From the very beginning, Iranian authorities have lied 
about all aspects of this case, even releasing rumors of his 
expected release. Iran has not only abused its own laws, it 
has trampled on the fundamentals of human rights.” This 
would certainly not be the first time Tehran behaves in such 
a manner.

Malaysia: Threats to burn Bibles in the Malay language 
were the latest in a series of attacks on Christianity in a 
nation regularly touted in the Western press as an example 
of a “moderate” Muslim nation. A note, written in Malay, 
was sent to a Christian priest saying a Bible-burning 
festival would soon take place; it ended with a warning 
in English: “Let’s teach ‘em a lesson.” This latest threat 
“has had the desired effect of adding to the despair of 
Malaysian Christians. A fortnight ago the Sultan of the 
State of Selangor forbade Christians from using the word 
‘Allah’, defying practice and convention in the country. 
The Arabic term for God, in usage in religious and cultural 
contexts before the dawn of Islam, has been used in Bibles 
in the Malay language and litany for more than 400 years.” 
Attacks on Christianity in the nation are often framed in 
fear that Christianity will spread if not kept in check.

Continued on Page 5
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Dhimmitude

[General Abuse and Suppression of 
Non-Muslims as “Tolerated” Citizens]

Egypt: A Muslim preacher, Hisham 
al-Ashri, appeared on primetime television 
saying that women not wearing the hijab, or 
veil, in public, are asking to get raped. He 
framed his discussion around Christians, 
who in Egypt are obviously most likely not 
to wear veils.

“I was once asked: If I came to power, 
would I let Christian women remain 
unveiled? And I said: If they want to get 
raped on the streets, then they can,” said the 
Muslim preacher. He further said that, “In 
order for Egypt to become fully Islamic, 
alcohol must be banned and all women must 
be covered,” a remark that clearly does not 
take Egypt’s large Christian minority—
whose own religious beliefs do not mandate 
veils or ban alcohol—into consideration.

Indonesia: After being threatened 
with closure, six Catholic schools in the 
nation which has the largest Muslim 
population in the world, finally agreed 
to hire Islamic teachers and offer Islamic 
lessons to Muslim students. While this 
seems equitable, in reality, Muslim schools 
habitually refuse to offer Christian lessons 
to Christian students in public schools, 
which teach Islam to all students. As one 
Indonesian commentator put it, “If the 
regulation is upheld, will Islamic schools, 
which are more exclusive than Catholic 
schools when it comes to accepting students 
of different faiths, also be required to 
provide Buddhist, Christian or Hindu 
lessons for their non-Muslim students?” 
Separately, the Indonesia Ulema Council’s 
East Java chapter urged other regions in 
the province to issue similar decrees so that 
all schools, be they state-run or managed 
by Christian foundations, provide Islamic 
lessons for their Muslim students.

Pakistan: A powerful government 
official’s aide running a prostitution ring 
abducted a 15-year-old Christian girl from 
her home, forcing her to convert to Islam 
and marry him. A tenant of the Christian 
family, the Muslim man was evicted after 
police exposed his prostitution ring. After 
he left, the girl disappeared; he called the 
girl’s family, and according to the mother, 
“He also claimed that Asma [the girl] had 
converted to Islam and asked us not to look 
for her, as she won’t be returning home. I 
could not believe my ears, because Asma 
is hardly 15 and Ghaji [the Muslim man] 
is thrice her age,” she said. “I told him 
that I wanted to speak to Asma for the last 
time, so he handed over the phone to her. 
‘What have you done my child, my child?’ 
I asked as Asma burst into tears. (She 
said), ‘They are not going to let me return 
home, mother—do something.’” Police, as 
usual, refused to register a case, telling the 
devastated parents, “Do you know Ghaji 
works for Siraj Durrani [a governmental 
official]? I’d suggest that you forget your 
daughter and stop creating problems for 
your other children.”

Tanzania: During a Friday mosque 
sermon, a cleric called on Muslims “not to 
cooperate with Christians because they were 
infidels. He insisted that Muslims should 
not take part in Christian festivals like 
Christmas, Easter and other celebrations, 
including baptism and confirmation.” 
He also called on Muslims not to go to 
Christian funeral services, because infidel 
Christians are to be buried as dogs: “Let 
me tell you if you came from a Christian 
father or mother, but you got assimilated 
[converted to Islam], consider yourself 
lucky. But if one of your parents is 
deceased, you shouldn’t bury him or her, 
but just put him/her in the grave as if you 
[were] doing it to a dead dog.” The report 
further adds that, “Since the founding of the 
Saad bin Mwazi mosque in Makorora half a 
decade ago [where the above sermon took 

place], most residents of the area, including 
Christians and Muslims have been listening 
to hate sermons uttered in the mosque.”

Uzbekistan: Police detained 80 church 
leaders in a raid on a ministry training 
gathering. In the process they insulted the 
Christians and confiscated their Bibles and 
Christian books, which were later destroyed 
by a court order. According to the report, 
“Four leaders were charged with offences 
under the country’s harsh laws regarding 
religious practice, including violating the 
procedure for holding religious meetings, 
carrying out unauthorised religious activity 
and teaching religious beliefs without 

permission. They were each fined more than a 
year’s salary in Uzbekistan and are appealing 
against the ruling. On 24 December, a court 
ordered that Bibles confiscated during the 
raid must be destroyed, despite the fact that 
the Committee on the Religious Affairs of 
Uzbekistan officially recognises the Bible as a 
legitimate text.”

About this Series

Because the persecution of Christians in 
the Islamic world is on its way to reaching 
pandemic proportions, “Muslim Persecution 
of Christians” was developed to collate 
some—by no means all—of the instances 
of persecution that surface each month. It 
serves two purposes:

Intrinsically, to document that which the 

mainstream media does not: the habitual, 
increasingly chronic, Muslim persecution of 
Christians.

Instrumentally, to show that such 
persecution is not “random,” but systematic 
and interrelated—that it is rooted in a 
worldview inspired by Sharia.

Accordingly, whatever the anecdote of 
persecution, it typically fits under a specific 
theme, including hatred for churches and 
other Christian symbols; apostasy and 
blasphemy laws; sexual abuse of Christian 
women; forced conversions to Islam; theft 
and plunder in lieu of jizya (tribute); overall 
expectations for Christians to behave like 

cowed “dhimmis” (barely tolerated citizens); 
and simple violence and murder. Oftentimes it 
is a combination thereof.

Because these accounts of persecution 
span different ethnicities, languages, and 
locales—from Morocco in the west, to 
India in the east, and throughout the West, 
wherever there are Muslims—it should 
be clear that one thing alone binds them: 
Islam—whether the strict application of 
Islamic Sharia law, or the supremacist 
culture born of it.

Raymond Ibrahim is a Shillman Fellow at the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center and an Associate Fellow at 
the Middle East Forum.

Source: The Gatestone Institute
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illustration of the Gramscian long march 
through the institutions. The evidence is 
pouring in from everywhere, dutifully 
ignored by those who have a stake in the 
multicultural fiction. Bruce Bawer, our 
point man in Norway, has abundantly 
chronicled the ongoing Islamic conquest 
of the country that proceeds with the 
willing complicity of media, academic and 
political elites. “One way to avoid warfare,” 
he quips, “is to surrender,” and tells of a 
representative youngster, a terrified native 
Norwegian schoolboy menaced by Muslim 
gangs, who “alone knows five people who 
have converted.” Multiply by a correlative 
census coefficient and the picture darkens 
considerably.

When all these factors are assembled, 
abetted by the growing phenomenon of 
conversion, Islam is virtually assured of 
subverting vast segments of Western social, 
cultural and political life. Indeed, as if to 
rub salt into the wound, Islamic speakers 
are increasingly hosted in our auditoriums, 
public venues and places of worship while 
those who oppose the surrender of our rights 
and liberties to an alien and hostile creed are 
vigorously repudiated.

To take only the most recent instances 
of such blatant ignominy, in the immediate 
wake of the horrific Boston Marathon 
bombing and the terrorist plot to blow up 
a VIA rail passenger train over Niagara 
Falls, the anti-Semitic director of the 
Institute of Global Cultural Studies at 
SUNY-Binghamton, Ali Mazrui, is to be 

honored at Georgetown University, and 
Leila Shahid, a convicted terrorist, airline 
hijacker and spokesperson for the Palestinian 
mafia, has been invited to speak by satellite 
link at the University of British Columbia. 
At the same time, Pamela Geller’s speech 
at a Toronto synagogue has been cancelled, 
owing to police pressure and a flexible rabbi 
who caved before it, determined, no doubt, 
to retain his police chaplaincy. Geller is thus 
deprived of the opportunity to tell the truth 
about Sharia, Jihad, honor killing, female 
genital mutilation, blasphemy laws and all 
the other gifts showered upon us by Islamic 
advocacy. But Ali Mazrui and Leila Shahid 
will be offered the occasion and the forum 
to fire up sympathy for and make a few more 
enthusiastic converts to the religion of peace.

The longer we insist on ignoring the 
dromedary in the room, the sooner the 
acropolis of the West will be invested and 
despoiled. The drift toward political and 
cultural capitulation signaled by such callow 
genuflections as we have noted here is one 
of the most important issues of our time. 
The specter of conversion in particular is 
the sign and stamp of a successful imperial 
campaign. Once it acquires the force and 
sweep of a movement, it is too late for a 
biopsy. The disease has entered its final 
stages. It is, perhaps, only a matter of one 
more generation before the curtain comes 
down—two if we are lucky. To adapt T.S. 
Eliot’s famous aphorism, this is how a 
culture dies, not with a bang but a simper.

Source:  FrontPage Magazine
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When all these factors are assembled, abetted 
by the growing phenomenon of conversion, 
Islam is virtually assured of subverting vast 

segments of Western social, cultural and  
political life.

It’s a short step from a radical to a terrorist.
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A Tale of Two Sons

If you have been to Jerusalem, and more 
specifically to the Mount of Olives, I’m 

sure you have seen the man and his donkey 
gracing the Front Cover of this edition. 
These inseparable companions are regular 
fixtures on and around the Mount of Olives, 
reminders of a simpler time when donkeys 
and camels were much more prominent 
in the streets of the Holy City than they 
are today. The man’s Arab attire is also a 
reminder of Israel’s cultural and religious 
mosaic. 

On one occasion, my wife and I watched 
as he retrieved a large, not-quite-empty 
bottle of ‘Coke’ from a garbage bin. When 
he fed the contents to the donkey, my wife 
quickly snapped a photograph. I regret 
to say we didn’t send it to the Coca-Cola 
Corporation. The shot had great advertising 
potential…

As the image implies, Israel is diverse – 
and complicated – as two peoples, Arab 
and Jew, struggle to co-exist in a tiny strip 
of land by the Mediterranean Sea. Sadly, 
after numerous attempts, there is still no 
real solution in sight to a never-ending 
strife, now centuries old, between these two 
people groups.

The drama that is Israel today was 
reinforced for me this week on a plane’s 
video monitor as my wife and I travelled 
home from a vacation in the U.K.  Among 
the movie options offered was one called 
The Other Son. It is the story of two babies 
switched at birth in a Haifa hospital during 

the commotion of the First Gulf War when 
Saddam Hussein’s Scud Missiles were 
raining down on Israel. The error isn’t 
discovered until Joshua Silberg, the Israeli 
son, reports for his medical in preparation 
for military service at age 18. To the 
examiner’s surprise, Joshua’s blood type 
doesn’t match either of his parents. This 
leaves two possibilities: his mother had an 
affair or he is not their child.

Since his mother vehemently denies 
any moral impropriety, an investigation, 
including DNA analysis, unlocks the 
mystery. It turns out that 18 years earlier, a 
Palestinian woman prematurely gave birth 
while visiting her sister in Haifa during 
a Scud Missile attack. At the height of the 
confusion that followed the sounding of the 
air raid sirens, her newborn was one of two 
that were rushed to the hospital’s shelters; 
however, when the crisis ended, her baby 
was mistakenly handed to an Israeli mother 
while she was given the Israeli mother’s 
baby.

As a result, both sons, Joshua Silberg and 
Racine Al Bezaaz, grow up not knowing 
their true identities or the ironies of their 
Israeli and Palestinian given names. It is 
only 18 years later, when Joshua reports for 
his mandatory military service, that the truth 
emerges. By then, Joshua has developed 
a mistrust of, and dislike for, Palestinians, 
while Racine carries an abiding resentment 
toward Israelis. 

As the drama unfolds, however, both 

families, urged on by the mothers’ desire 
to meet their birth children, rise above their 
suspicions, fears and prejudices so each 
can meet ‘the other son’. While the fathers 
are resistant to any formal contact, their 
reticence is eventually broken down by a 
warming trend between the mothers and 
their insistence that the boys have a right to 
know who and whose they are. The sons, in 
turn, go through their own heart-wrenching 
struggles as each realizes he is the ‘enemy’ 
he has learned to hate. In time, however, 
the boys become friends, leading to further 
challenges as their true identities become 
known to their siblings and others.

While just a movie drama, The Other 
Son vividly captures on screen the raw 
emotional roller-coaster that is Israel 
today, a land where one’s ethnicity at birth 
determines one’s future; a place where 
one is born on either side of a fence and 
into a struggle where ‘other sons’ are the 

natural enemy; a land where the present can 
never escape the wounds of the past, and 
where successive generations are quickly 
caught up in a perpetual cycle of hatred 
and bloodshed. Having watched The Other 
Son, and felt my own emotions torn by the 
shared torment of Joshua and Racine, I 
can better understand Israel’s cultural and 
religious diversity, and why all of us need to 
pray for that ‘Day’ when the Messiah rules 
from Jerusalem and peace is established 
between all sons in Israel.

As we wait for that glorious day, perhaps 
we can maintain a sense of hope and 
optimism as reflected on the smiling face 
on the Front Cover, the man’s eyes closed, 
his hands raised, as if in appeal to the only 
ONE who can solve Israel’s problems. 

If you look more closely, you may even 
see a twinkle in the donkey’s eye - the hint 
of a brighter future.

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 
Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

...if the neighborhood has 
gotten tougher it is due to  

U.S. policies toward Islamists 
coming to power.

In his role as Brown president, Gregorian served on the 
selection committee of the Annenberg Foundation, which 
funded Ayers’ Chicago Annenberg Challenge with a $49.2 
million, 2-to-1 matching challenge grant over five years. 
Ayers was one of five founding members of the Challenge 
who wrote to the Annenberg Foundation for the initial 
funding.

Steve Diamond, a political-science and law professor and 
a blogger who has posted on Obama, previously posted a 
letter from Nov. 18, 1994, in which Gregorian, serving as 
the point man on Annenberg’s selection committee, asked 
Ayers to “compose the governing board” of the Challenge’s 
collaborative project with “people who reflect the racial and 
ethnic diversity of Chicago.”

Ayers and other founding Challenge members then 
recruited Obama to serve as the project chairman.

WND was first to expose that Obama and Ayers used the 
project grant money to fund organizations run by radicals 
tied to Ayers, including Mike Klonsky, a former top 
communist activist who was a senior leader in the Students 
for a Democratic Society group, a major leftist student 
organization in the 1960s, from which the Weathermen 
terror group later splintered.

National Review Online writer Stanley Kurtz examined 
the project archives housed at the Richard J. Daley Library 
at the University of Illinois at Chicago, finding Obama and 
Ayers worked closely at the project.

The documents obtained by Kurtz showed Ayers 
served as an ex-officio member of the board that Obama 
chaired through the project’s first year. Ayers also served 
on the board’s governance committee with Obama and 
worked with him to craft project bylaws, according to the 
documents.

Ayers made presentations to board meetings chaired 
by Obama. Ayers also spoke for the Chicago School 
Reform Collaborative before Obama’s board, while 
Obama periodically spoke for the board at meetings of the 
collaborative, the project documents reviewed by Kurtz 
show.

WND reported Obama and Ayers also served together on 
the board of the Woods Fund, a liberal Chicago nonprofit 

that granted money to far-left causes.

One of the groups funded by the Woods Fund was the 
Midwest Academy, an activist organization modeled after 
Marxist community organizer Saul Alinsky and described 
as teaching tactics of direct action, confrontation and 
intimidation.

WND reported Jackie Kendall, executive director of the 
Midwest Academy, was on the team that developed and 
delivered the first Camp Obama training for volunteers 
aiding Obama’s campaign through the 2008 Iowa Caucuses.

Camp Obama was a two- to four-day intensive course run 
in conjunction with Obama’s campaign aimed at training 
volunteers to become activists to help Obama win the 
presidential election.

Obama scholar linked to ‘Ground Zero’ imam

Meanwhile, WND reported Gregorian is closely tied 
to the Muslim leaders behind the controversial Islamic 
cultural center to be built near the site of the Sept. 11 
attacks.

Gregorian also serves on the board of the Sept. 11 
Memorial and Museum. The museum is reportedly working 
with the American Society for Muslim Advancement, 
whose leaders are behind the mosque, to ensure the future 
museum will represent the voices of American Muslims.

“[The Sept. 11 museum will represent the] voices of 
American Muslims in particular, and it will honor members 
of other communities who came together in support and 
collaboration with the Muslim community on September 11 
and its aftermath,” stated Daisy Khan, executive director of 
the society.

The Sept. 11 museum’s oral historian, Jenny Pachucki, is 
collaborating with the society to ensure the perspective of 
American Muslims is woven into the overall experience of 
the museum, according to the museum’s blog.

Khan’s husband, Feisal Abdul Rauf, is the founder of the 
society as well as chairman of Cordoba Initiative, which is 
behind the proposed mosque to be built about two blocks 
from the area referred to as Ground Zero.

With Gregorian at its helm, Carnegie Corp. is at the top 
of the list of society supporters on the Islamic group’s 
website.

Carnegie is also listed as a funder of both of the society’s 
partner organizations, Search for Common Ground and the 
United Nations Alliance of Civilizations. Gregorian was a 
participant in the U.N. body’s first forum, as was Rauf.

Rauf is vice chairman on the board of the Interfaith 
Center of New York, which honored Gregorian at an awards 
dinner in 2008.

World domination

Gregorian is the author of “Islam: A Mosaic, Not A 
Monolith.” According to a book review by the Middle East 
Forum, his book “establishes the Islamist goal of world 
domination.”

A chapter of the book, “Islamism: Liberation Politics,” 
quotes Ayatollah Khomeini: “Islam does not conquer. Islam 
wants all countries to become Muslim, of themselves.” 
Hassan al-Banna, founder of the Muslim Brotherhood, is 
quoted stating it “is the nature of Islam to dominate, not 
to be dominated, to impose its laws on all nations and to 
extend its power to the entire planet.”

Gregorian himself recommends for Muslims a system 
he calls “theo-democracy,” which he defines as “a divine 
democratic government” that, according to the book review, 
“would have a limited popular sovereignty under the 
suzerainty of Allah.”

With additional research by Danette Clark and Brenda J. Elliott

Source: World Net Daily
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77June 2013 opinion

An American in Israel
Naomi Ragen

The American consulate seems 
to be exclusively aimed at 

benefiting West Bank and east 
Jerusalem Palestinians.

Remember that scene in “Not 
Without My Daughter” when 
Sally Field sees the American 
flag waving over the American 
Embassy in Istanbul as she flees 
Iran? “We’re home baby, we’re 
home,” she tells her daughter.

Every American abroad knows 
that feeling. Unfortunately for 
us Jewish Americans forced to 
use the American Consulate in 
Jerusalem, it hasn’t felt like home 
for some time.

It started during the intifada, 
when, despite daily terrorist 
threats in the streets of Jerusalem 
aimed at Jews, the Consulate 
forced us to go to east Jerusalem 
to renew our passports and even 
to bring our newborns there for 
birth certificates. It literally felt as 
if a person was taking her life into 
her hands. Once there, she took 
her place outside behind a long 
line of mostly Arab visa-seekers, 
increasing her sitting-duck feeling 
almost to the breaking point.

Thankfully, in 2010 the 
Consulate moved to its new home 
in Arnona in the western part of 
the city. Inside, however, things 
are pretty much the same. Almost 
all local employees are Arabic-
speaking Palestinians. I never 
hear a word of Hebrew. This isn’t 
coincidental.

A quick look at the cultural 
activities on the Consulate’s 
website and its Arabic language 
Facebook page (the Consulate 
does not have a Hebrew language 
Facebook page) shows activities 
exclusively aimed at benefiting 
West Bank and east Jerusalem 
Palestinians, whether the focus 
is women’s rights or small 
businesses. Even Environment 
Day had the consul going to Wadi 
Kelt “to observe local flora and 
fauna in one of the West Bank’s 
most vibrant natural habitats.” 
As for local hires, almost all job 
descriptions require Arabic.

After speaking with one of 
the very few Jewish-American 
Consulate employees, I now 
realize why.

Eliana M. Aaron is by all 
accounts a remarkable woman. 
The first practicing nurse 
practitioner in Israel, she holds 
degrees from Yeshiva University, 
New York University and Rutgers 
University and was recently 
accepted to a select doctoral 
program in nursing at Yale. The 
great-niece of the late senator 
Arlen Spector of Pennsylvania, 
she made aliya in 2002 with her 
husband, Avrum, a lawyer, to 
participate in the Zionist dream. 
Instead, she has found herself, 
with tragic irony, the victim 
of what she describes as an 
anti-Jewish campaign orchestrated 
by none other than the American 
Consulate in Jerusalem set up to 

serve the interests of Americans 
living abroad.

It all started in 2004 when she 
accepted the position of advanced 
practice nurse and medical officer 
for the US Consulate General in 
Jerusalem, founding its health 
unit and being put in charge of 
the healthcare of US diplomats 
and their family members, VIP 
US government visitors and 
local staff. Her reputation was 
such that when US Secretary 
of State Hillary Clinton visited 
Israel, Clinton’s staff personally 
requested Aaron as their 
medical officer. Responsible 
for only work-related health 
issues for local staff, she went 
way beyond, once managing to 
coordinate between the IDF and 
the Palestinian Authority to rush 
a Palestinian staff member’s 
hemorrhaging newborn to an 
advanced Israeli operating room, 
saving his life.

Nevertheless, from the 
beginning, Aaron says she found 
the working environment at the 
Consulate overtly hostile toward 
her as an Orthodox Jew and an 
Israeli. “In 2004 my supervisor, 
Sylvia Martinez, told me that 
others didn’t want to work with 
me because I was Jewish,” she 
says. In 2005, the head of USAID 
at the Consulate bent her ear 
describing a movie about suicide 
bombers and how “she now 
understood and sympathized with 
them.”

But the real problems started 
in 2010. “A diplomat who was 
about to give birth insisted that I 
make arrangements for her at a 
hospital in Nazareth. Well, there 
is no hospital in Nazareth. Next, 
she insisted on a Palestinian 
hospital in east Jerusalem. 
But that hospital didn’t have a 
maternity ward.” When Aaron 
explained this, the woman 
responded angrily, accusing her of 
“just saying that because you are 
Jewish.”

From that moment onward, 
Aaron found herself reprimanded 
again and again for not providing 
enough options for Palestinian 
doctors and hospitals for the 
Consulate staff. “I was hired 
because I had connections to the 
best local medical care. It was my 
job to find doctors with Western 
degrees, who spoke English and 
had an excellent reputation. Now 
I was being asked to lower my 
criteria. I was being told to choose 
by race and religion as a priority 
instead of quality of care. This 
was unacceptable to me.”

She describes how human 
resources officer Katherine 
Bischoff (who would later wear 
a “Free Palestine” T-shirt to Ben 
Gurion Airport when she was 
on leave to the US) pointed an 
accusing finger at her, saying: 
“People don’t want to wait in 
waiting rooms full of Orthodox 
Jews. Find us [i.e., Consulate 

personnel] Palestinian doctors.”

According to Aaron, when she 
complained to her supervisor 
about the prejudiced remark, she 
was simply blown off. Eventually, 
she selected a Palestinian clinic 
in east Jerusalem. “But when the 
head was arrested for affiliation 
with Hamas, I refused to contact 
him even though my supervisor 
and American security officers 
wanted me to continue.”

Realizing her superiors would 
not help, she filed a complaint 
with the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEO) 
in 2011. She says she did this 
not only for herself, but for 
every Israeli Jew working for 
the Consulate, most of whom 
are low-level employees afraid 
of losing their jobs. “What I 
suffered was tip of the iceberg 
to what goes on there,” she says. 
Her work conditions consistently 
worsened. In a grievance filed 
against her acting supervisor, 
Edward “Dwayne” Jefferson, she 
details how he told her: “When 
you speak, it’s a bitch session.” 
According to Aaron, Jefferson 
made it clear to her colleagues 
that he had made firing her a 
priority.

Despite her pending EEO 
complaint, she was, in her words, 
“systematically targeted.” They 
took away her company car, 
accusing her of “unauthorized 
use” in the “settlements” after she 
took it to a car wash in Modi’in: 
“They took away my flextime, 
stripped my position description, 
almost every request was 
challenged, leave requests denied, 
my medical confidentiality 

violated and, worse, I was 
asked to violate my patients’ 
confidentiality.”

Weekly, anonymous callers 
accused her of taking kickbacks, 
selling government equipment, 
tax fraud and, most wounding 
of all to this caring, meticulous 
professional, medical misconduct.

According to Aaron, despite 
every allegation being thoroughly 
investigated and found baseless, 
she was nevertheless fired in a 
well-orchestrated termination 
that had been planned months in 
advance. The grounds? “They told 
me I had “misused a government 
vehicle” and “stolen” the 
vaccinations I received after being 
asked to get them by the Office 
of Medical Services in the State 
Department.”

Furious and heartbroken over 
what she considered illegal 
retaliatory actions for her EEO 
complaint, Aaron appealed her 
dismissal to US Consul General 
Michael Ratney. He refused to 
reconsider.

In January 2013, she filed a 
lawsuit against the Consulate 
in the Jerusalem Labor Court 
demanding to be reinstated and 
compensated. Facing mounting 
legal bills, she says the Consulate 
delayed paying her termination 
compensation – which has only 
just now been paid – and has not 
returned her medical license or 
her personal computer files that 
contain her pay stubs. Instead, 
Consulate officials have accused 
her of “stealing consulate 
property” – i.e., her work laptop, 
employee ID and mobile phones, 
all of which she informed them 
were at her lawyer’s office for 
them to pick up, as she has 

been barred from entering the 
Consulate.

Like David facing Goliath, 
she has no illusions: “I am going 
up against a big and powerful 
machine. But I want justice to be 
done. And if that means fighting, 
I will fight.”

When I asked about Aaron, I 
received the following response 
from Leslie Ordeman, the US 
Consulate press attaché and 
spokesperson: “We do not provide 
details on specific administrative 
actions internal to the mission due 
to privacy and legal concerns. We 
can say generally that whenever 
disciplinary action is taken against 
a local employee of any of our 
diplomatic missions overseas we 
follow all relevant local labor laws 
and State Department regulations. 
United States diplomatic missions 
overseas, to include the Consulate 
General in Jerusalem, maintain 
work environments that promote 
tolerance and reflect the American 
values we endorse worldwide. 
We have no tolerance for racial or 
religious discrimination.”

As she waits for the slow 
wheels of justice to turn and to be 
fully reinstated in her position in 
the Consulate, the highly qualified 
Aaron has received a number of 
job offers. She is currently a Yale 
doctoral candidate as well as 
being involved in two non-profit 
organizations: the Association 
of Mid-level Medical Providers 
in Israel — an advocacy group 
to advance nursing practice and 
recognition for foreign-trained 
nurse practitioners in Israel, of 
which she is co-founder — and 
Level Lev, the African Refugee 
Clinic in Tel Aviv, where she is 
volunteer director of research.

Naomi Ragen is a freelance writer 
living in Israel.
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IsRAEl, ThE lITTlE NATIoN 
By Debra Rae 

The Jewish Problem Examined

A popular children’s story features a 
little locomotive put to the test in front 

of a great, heavy train. As it neared the top 
of the grade, it reduced speed, but kept 
saying, “I—think—I—can, I—think—I—
can.” Drawing on bravery, it reached the 
top and then went on down the grade, 
congratulating itself by saying, “I thought I 
could, I thought I could.”

Like the little engine that could, Israel is 
the little nation that could. The history of 
Israel involves unprecedented obstacles, 
including forty years of wilderness 
wanderings; seemingly endless warfare, 
blood baths (Masada), brutal captivity and 
enslavement (Assyria, Babylon, Egypt); 
displacement and persecution; rabid 
anti-Semitism, pogroms (Russia), Intifadas 
and riots; plundering, and genocide. When, 
in 1348, the “Black Death” killed them, 
among others, Jews were blamed for the 
Bubonic plague.

Under Hitler, Jews were left bereft of 
their businesses, their food was rationed, 
and they were “marked” with yellow 
badges. Exported en masse to Eastern 
Europe concentration camps, where 
egregious medical experiments were 
performed on them, literally millions of 
Jews were mercilessly mistreated and 
eventually out-and-out exterminated.

 

Victim or Victimizer?

Although Israel is about the size of New 
Jersey, she is surrounded by her sworn 
enemies with a landmass comparable to the 
whole of the United States of America. In 
A.D. 635, Mohammed conquered Palestine, 
subjugated Jews, and used Jewish spoil to 
support his religious movement. The 1981 
Mecca Declaration pledged jihad against 
Israel until the last Jew in the world is 
eliminated. 

Before Arafat, there was Palestinian 
spiritual leader Haj Amin al-Husseini. 
Called “Fuhrer of the Arab world,” 
the Mufti of Jerusalem befriended 
Hitler, supported his “Final Solution,” 
and murdered Jews. To this day, Mein 
Kampf is a best seller in Arab countries. 
Additionally, throughout the Arab Middle 
East, government press promotes a 
long debunked source for turn-of-the-
century hatred of Jews. In his anti-Semitic 
campaign (1933-45), Hitler likewise used 
The Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

Repeatedly and unremittingly, Jewish 
sovereignty has been attacked—not to 
mention Israeli El Al airliners, busses, 
schools, restaurants, peace spokespersons, 
and friends of Israel. At the Olympics in 
Munich (1972), Black September terrorists 
attacked even Israeli athletes. Egyptian 
president Anwar Sadat became one of three 
Arab leaders assassinated by fellow Arabs 
for having sought peace with Israel. Then, 

there’s America. In 1988, Bin Laden (and 
another suspect) allegedly issued a religious 
edict (fatwa) calling on Muslims to kill 
Americans “anywhere in the world where 
they can be found.” In 1993, the World 
Trade Center bombing retaliated against 
U.S. support for the Israeli government. 
These are acts of victimizers, not victims.

Verbal Fuel to Fires of Hatred

Indeed, the so-called “Jewish problem” 
identifies Jews as the most universally 
hated and persecuted ethnic group in 
history. The Qur’an[5] characterizes Jews 
as “estranged,” “despised and rejected 
apes,”[6] insolent, “open enemies”[7] 
not to be taken as “friends,” “helpers,” 
or “protectors.”[8] Hatred of Jews is 
taught in mosques around the world. 
Nakhba (meaning “the catastrophe”) is the 
term Arabs use for the rebirth of Israel. 
Accordingly, some seventy percent of the 
Arabs in the West Bank and Gaza approve 
the suicide bombing of women and 
children—if the targets are Jews, that is.

Some suggest it is safer today to be a 
Jew in America than to be a Jew in Israel. 
Followers of the Qur’an are to lie in wait 
for these infidels,[9] as men “made for 
hell”[10] —then, “beleaguer,” “terrorize,” 
“fight,” “seize,” “smite,” and “slay” them. 
Specifically, slit their necks and “smite all 
their finger tips off them.”

President of Iran (on the northern 
border of Israel), Mahmoud Ahmadinejab 
likens Israel to a “dead rat,” “doomed 
to go.” Zionists, he insists, are “the true 
manifestation of Satan” and, therefore, 
must be wiped off the map.” After all, he 
adds, “the Zionist Regime is on its way to 
annihilation.” Be sure Ahmadinejab is more 
than happy to help it along.

With Muslim hate speak escalating, 

“freedom of speech” is denied those 
opposed to the Islamic Grand Design. 
1989, two California bookstores were 
firebombed to protest sale of Rushdie’s The 
Satanic Verses, which disparaged Islam. No 
reciprocity here.

Many instigators of the Palestinian 
Liberation Organization never lived in 
the Palestine Mandate before creation of 
Israel—or even thereafter. The expressed 
purpose of the PLO is not to “liberate 
Palestine,” as is claimed. In the words of 
its own leaders, it’s “to push the Jews into 
the sea.” To accomplish this (and thereby 
“destroy the Jewish state”), armed struggle 
is deemed necessary.

Takiya Trickery; Fatal Fanaticism

The code of the desert allows seducing, 
marauding, tricking, and lying. Modeled 
by the Prophet Mohammed at Hudayblya, 
takiya is the right within Islam to “fake 
peace” when one is proven to be weak. The 
idea is to wait for better timing in order 
to conquer one’s enemy. Takiya trickery 
tramples trust in Palestinian “peace” 
propaganda. Facts do not back conciliatory 
language plainly used opportunistically.

Unlike syncretistic (doctrinally mixed) 
religions, Islam allows no compromise; 
therefore, its most ardent followers are 
fanatics, willing to engage in terrorism on 
Allah’s behalf. Fanatics do not collaborate; 
they conquer. For the faithful, fatal 
fanaticism holds promise of great reward. 
By joining the fight unto death, young, 
hormonal, suicide bombers are ensured 
instant access to heaven, where seventy-two 
beautiful virgins await their blissful entry. 
Martyrs’ families stand to reap monetary 
rewards and generous accolades for their 
sons’ murderous violence. This dubious 
benefits package is hard for some to resist.
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Deprivation and Hatred by Design

Whereas Israel welcomed and resettled 
hundreds of thousands of Jewish refugees 
from Arab countries, no Arab countries 
welcomed Palestinian refugees, or allowed 
them to become full-fledged citizens. To 
the contrary, Arab leaders have refused to 
undertake needed effort to liberate the 3.7 
million Palestinian “refugees” registered 
with the United Nations. Even highly 
educated professionals among them in Arab 
countries are relegated to lives of servitude.

Former Defense Secretary William 
Cohen warned, “The scenario of nuclear, 
biological, or chemical weapons in the 
hands of a terrorist or rogue nation is not 
only plausible—it’s quite real.” All the more 
alarming is this: Those who are deprived 
and have little or nothing to lose are most 
dangerous among enemies.

A so-called “Green Line” marks the 
boundary between Israel and its Arab 
neighbors. On a sliver of mostly desert 
land (without oil), Jews created abundance 
(hence, the metaphorical “Green” Line). 
Arabs were allotted nine times the acreage 
of Israelis, but chose instead to sit on its 
aridity and nurture poverty and resentments.

Today, the Jabalia refugee camp is as 
dismally poverty stricken as it was decades 
ago; but whose fault is that? Unfortunately, 
the worse off the Palestinians become, the 
more pressure the world brings to bear on 
Israel. You see, Jews were the supposed 
cause of poverty in Gaza; but, truth be told, 
that was a political ploy. Arab politics (not 
Jews) get in the way of making life easier 
for Palestinian refugees.

That Palestinians are kept in a state of 
disenfranchisement, poverty, and desperation 
further incites hatred of Israel. Jealousy 
is strong motivation, hard to overcome. It 
would seem, however, that Palestinians want 
destruction of Israel more than they want 
a better life. Otherwise, they would have 
accepted ninety-five percent concessions 

to Palestinian demands. Ehud Barak’s 
concessions were met instead with a renewed 
explosion of anti-Jewish violence.

Islamic Grand Design

The present Middle East conflict is said 
to be about Israeli-occupied Palestinian 
territories, which Israel refuses to give up; 
but this simply is not true. Truth be told, 
the 2003 Palestinian Center for Policy and 
Survey Research revealed that only ten 
percent of those questioned expressed any 
desire whatsoever to return to supposedly 
“occupied” territories.

Hamas’ founding documents insist, “The 
war is open until Israel ceases to exist and 
until the last Jew in the world is eliminated” 
– not until Palestinians are safe-and-
sound in their supposed homeland. Former 
President Akbar (meaning “the greatest”) 
Hashemi Rafsanjani explained Islamic 
fundamentalism’s “Grand Design” as follows: 
In uniting all Islamic nations under the 
leadership of a coalition led by Iran and Syria, 
the West first must be driven from out of the 
Middle East, thus “liberating” Palestine. Next, 
the Judeo-Christian World Order must be 
supplanted with an Islamic one.

The bottom line is to impose seventh-
century Islamic cultural imperialism. It is 
not to “liberate Palestine.” Throughout the 
first two decades of Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Israel controlled neither the West Bank of 
the Jordan, nor the Gaza strip. After the 
1948 war, when Jordan annexed the West 
Bank, and Egypt annexed the Gaza strip, 
no Arab outrage ensued. Yet the war against 
Israel continued.

Jews, not Arabs, are the Returning 
Diaspora

More than ninety percent of the 
Palestinians now in the West Bank and 
Gaza persist in claiming unfounded “right 

to return,” but have never lived a day in 
territorial Israel. Demand that five million 
Palestinian refugees be returned to Israel 
is more than ten times the number who 
actually left the Jewish sliver of the British 
Mandate in 1948.

While more Arabs than Jews occupied the 
Jewish portion, Jews were legally barred 
from settling in the thirty-five thousand 
square miles of Palestinian Transjordan 
(eventually, Jordon). Moreover, no one 
talks about the Jews forced out of Arab 
lands (Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Yemen). In fact, 
Jews (not Arabs) are the returning Diaspora 
(meaning “that which is sown”). With 
creation of Israel, hundreds of thousands 
of Arab Jews, known as Mizrahi, came 
to Israel as refugees. The word Aliyah 
(Hebrew for “ascent” or “pilgrimage”) 
conveys the religious significance of Jews 
returning to Israel.

This is evident throughout history. 
Long before Mohammed was born, Jews 
“returned” to the land in 538 B.C. in 
order to rebuild their temple. In the 1800s, 
Zionists settled in Palestine to create a 
Jewish homeland. In 1897, the First Zionist 
Congress convened in Switzerland to 
discuss creation of a homeland in Palestine 
for the then-scattered Jews (Diaspora). 
Many started moving to Jerusalem, under 
Turkish control at the time; and Hebrew 
(not Arabic) became the state language. In 
1917, the British Balfour Declaration drew 
even more Jews to Palestine.

Legal, Bought-and-paid-for, 
Continuously Inhabited Land

Keep in mind that a state of Palestine 
has never existed. Neither does Israel hold 
“occupied territories” of some nonexistent 
nation-state. Some two thousand years before 
the rise of Islam, Israel became a legally 
recognized nation. Theirs is legal, bought-
and-paid for, continuously inhabited land.

Egyptian author, Nonie Darwish, asks 
of the international community, “What’s 
so difficult about accepting the presence 
of 5 million Jews in an ocean of 1-1/2 
billion Muslims?” Good question. For 
three thousand years, Jewish people have 
always lived there. In fact, for a period of 
1,637 years (from 1000 B.C. to A.D. 637), 
Jews constituted its primary population. 
At the beginning of the 20th century, Jews 
were recorded in nearly every town today 
considered “purely Arab.”

After World War I (April 1920), the San 
Remo Peace Conference legally recognized 
a continuous chain of Jewish possession of 
the land. Tired of hearing that Jews “stole 
the land,” the late Israeli Prime Minister 
Golda Meir countered that, from 1904 and 
beyond, a great deal of money changed 
hands; and because of it, many Arabs 
became very rich.

America’s Folly

In The Islamic Invasion, Dr. Robert 
Morey warns that Islamic fundamentalism 
is both organized and well funded. 
Arguably, radical Muslims are in the 
process of buying the U.S. Congress, and 
already they own vital news media outlets. 
While Westerners are curtailing procreation, 
Muslims worldwide are creating huge 
families (sometimes with multiple wives). 
By the year 2020, there will be over 
twenty-five million Muslims in the U.S. 
alone.

President Obama’s plan is to give Israel 
“the basic right to exist,” but without 
“permanent occupation.” Palestine, in 
his view, should be recognized as a 
viable, sovereign state (bordering Israel, 
Jordan, and Egypt). While exercising 
self-government, the parties in question are 
expected to negotiate swaps to implement 
1967 borderlines.

Think of it this way: Never having borne 
distinction of a “nation-state,” disgruntled 
Palestinian refugees (many of whom have 
no interest in “returning”) nonetheless are to 
be favored recipients of a land continuously 
and legally inhabited by Jews since ancient 
times.

Sadly, Obama’s plan is based on fallacy, 
not fact. Plainly, the root problem has less 
to do with “occupied” territories, and more 
to do with viral hatred of Jews. Folks 
religiously committed to slit necks and 
smite finger tips off infidel Jews — folks 
responsible for repeated, egregious acts of 
terrorism — are being called to exercise 
civil self-government around negotiating 
tables inhabited by the very ones they’re 
intent on banishing to the sea. Nothing less 
than Israel’s complete annihilation will do.

Even so, by the grace of God, Israel has 
proved throughout history to be the little 
nation that could. Better with America’s 
help than without it.

Debra Rae – Author of the ABCs of Globalism and 
ABCs of Cultural-Isms, Debra speaks to Christian 
and secular groups alike. Presently, Debra co-hosts 
globally broadcast WOMANTalk radio with Sharon 
Hughes & Friends and hosts TRUTHTalk radio.  She 
contributes monthly commentaries to a number of 
Internet news magazines.

Source: - NewsWithViews.com

ThAT CoUlD (PARTs 1 & 2)



10 trends June 2013

Nine Common Myths about Israel
By Moshe Dann

 

1. The international 
community opposes Israel 

because it is an “ethnic  
nation-state.”

A cover for Jew-hatred, this argument is applied only 
against Israel and the Jewish people.

2. Judea and samaria 
(the “West Bank” of the 

Jordan River) belong to the 
“Palestinians.”

By history and law (San Remo agreements, League of 
Nations’ decisions, British Mandate and the UN Charter,  
Article 80) “Palestine” – as it was then called – is the 
Jewish national home and belongs to the Jewish people. 
Arabs and the PLO also claim this territory but in the Oslo 
Agreements (1993) they agreed to accept part of the area in 
return for ending the conflict, recognizing Israel, and peace. 
That was supposed to be the deal.

The International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
changed international law by interpreting the Fourth 
Geneva Convention (GC IV) as applicable to the territories 
which Israel acquired as a result of the 1967 Six Day War. 
Arbitrarily and unilaterally, the ICRC declared Israel’s 
presence in these areas as “occupation in violation of GC 
IV” and has promoted this canard, especially via the UN.

During the late 1990s, the ICRC added a further onus, 
declaring Judea and Samaria to be “occupied Palestinian 
territory,” thus designating presumptive ownership.

Because the ICRC is the official “guardian” of GC IV, its 
decisions are considered authoritative.

Their protocols, however, are not public, and therefore 
there is no way of knowing who made this decision, or on 
what basis.

The entire legal case against Israel rests on decisions 
made by the ICRC in secret, without transparency, and 
apparently, without evidence.

3. American Jews – especially 
those in college – are disaffected 

from Israel because of the 
conflict with the Palestinians.

There is no basis for such a statement, and certainly 
no reason for Israel to consider it in policy decisions. 
This myth is used to pressure Israel into making more 
concessions, to encourage withdrawal from Judea and 
Samaria, and to create another Palestinian state.

4. The Palestinians deserve a 
state, just like Israel.

No one “deserves” a state; it is earned, based on 
commitments to peace and security for its neighbors, freedom, 
democracy, and an honest and open system of government.

Comparing Israel’s raison d’etre with that of Arab 
Palestinians is absurd. Moreover, Arab Palestinians are 
unable to define their own identity.

5. Palestinians lack political/
national self-determination.

But, Jordan was created as a Palestinian state by the 
British in 1921, albeit ruled by a Saudi tribe, and two-thirds 
of its population is considered Palestinian. Palestinians 
rejected many offers by Israel to achieve statehood. They 
don’t want to live alongside Israel; they want to replace 
Israel. A two-state solution will not resolve the problem of 
millions of so-called Arab Palestinian refugees living in the 
region under UNRWA auspice.

6. Adopting the Edmund levy 
Commission report (which 
presents Israel’s legitimate 

rights in Judea and Samaria) 
would make it impossible for 
Israel to argue that it is the 
Palestinians who refuse to 

negotiate.

The Palestinians have already refused to negotiate and 
sought recognition unilaterally by the UN; adopting the 
Levy report won’t change their goal. Those who oppose the 
report do so because they oppose settlements, not because it 
will deflect criticism.

Adopting the report will refute the lie that “settlements 
are illegal.”

7. The occupation (of all areas 
claimed by Arabs) is a “moral 

disaster” that numbs our moral 
sensibilities.

Over 95 percent of Arab Palestinians live under PA 
control and carry passports issued by the PA or Jordan, and 
can exercise political rights and limited self-determination.

Due to terrorism, missile attacks from Gaza, and ongoing 
incitement, offering sovereignty to another probable 
terrorist entity is suicidal and immoral.

8. The levy Report does not 
serve Israel’s interests; Zionism 
should aspire to greater social 

equality, including a Palestinian 
state.

Ideally, perhaps, one might argue that a Palestinian state 
dedicated to peace with Israel would be welcome. In the 
absence of this possibility, however, and in view of regional 
turmoil and the rise of radical Islamism, it is not in Israel’s 
national interest to promote Palestinian statehood or to 
postpone its own development and national interests.

9. Israelis (Jews) steal private 
Palestinian land.

This canard has not been proven. Evidence brought by 
Arab claimants against Jews has not been adjudicated 
properly in courts. The Civil Administration, Prosecutors’ 
Office and other state institutions often mistakenly, or 
ignorantly, sign-off on Arab claims, and Israel’s High Court 
accepts these documents as valid.

These claims, however, have not been examined by 
authorized courts and therefore lack authenticity.

Moshe Dann was an Assistant Professor of History at CUNY (City 
University of New York) and other institutions in the NYC area before 
moving to Israel 30 years ago. Moshe is a writer and journalist living in 
Jerusalem. Moshe can be reached at: moshedan@netvision.net.il

Source: Canada Free Press

Gaza Rockets hit a Mall...

Prayers for Peace.

Protest
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Allah Finds a Home in a German Cathedral
Giulio Meotti

During the last 
hours of their 

agony in 1453, the 
Christian faithful 

took refuge within the hallowed walls 
of the Hagia Sophia (Istanbul- formerly 
Constantinople). The Muslims killed the 
weak and the elderly and reduced the others 
to slavery. When the carnage came to an 
end, Sultan Mehmed II ordered an Islamic 
scholar to declare that there was no God 
but Allah and Mohammed was his Prophet. 
The ancient church was then converted into 
a mosque; hundreds of other churches in 
Constantinople and other places suffered 
the same fate.

Today in Europe we are witnessing the 
same process of conversion, but there is no 
bloodbath nor ceremony. It is a voluntary 
and sterile process of conversion. It is 
enough to sign a piece of paper in front of a 
notary and Europe turns to Islam.

Ten years ago the Nobel Prize Laureate 
for Literature, Günter Grass, proposed 
transforming empty churches into mosques. 
“It would be a great gesture”, proclaimed 
the “painful consciousness of Germany”.

Now a Lutheran church in Hamburg, the 
Kapernaumkirche, is about to be converted 
into an Islamic place of worship.

Because of Europe’s rampant 
de-Christianization, the church has no 

more faithful. The same has just happened 
to the the Church of Saint-Eloi in the 
French region of Vierzon, which will soon 
become a mosque. The diocese of Bourges 
put the church up for sale and a Muslim 
organization, l’Association des Marocains, 
made the most generous offer for the site.

The publication Spirit estimates that 
out of about 45,000 churches in Germany, 
15,000 soon will no longer be needed. 
There are many church buildings in 
Germany that are now used for art classes, 
commercial activies and sports courses. In 
Wilhelmshaven, six out of nine Catholic 
churches are slated to be destroyed. The St. 
Maximin’s Abbey in Trier now serves as a 
school gym, while the Sacred Heart Church 
in Katlenburg houses a school for dance 
and Pilates.

And now, for the first time in Hamburg, a 
Church will serve the Islamic cult.

The new owner of the Hamburg church 
is the Nour Islamic Center, an umbrella 
organization for immigrants from the 
Middle East and North Africa. As planned, 
the building of Hamburg will begin 
worshipping the Koran from October 3, the 
day of German unity. Islamic organizations 
announced that they want to celebrate that 
day as the “tag der offenen mosques”, 
the day on which the mosques open to 
non-Muslims.

The Frankfurter Allgemeine Zeitung 

posted an article titled “Tenant Allah”.

“Even if it is legal, the conversion of 
a church into a mosque will not improve 
coexistence”, declared Marcus Weinberg, 
the CDU leader in Hamburg.

Part of the Lutheran church is also 
against the conversion. “The conversion 
demonstrates how advanced is the 
secularization and the strengthening of 
Islam in our society”, said the pastor Ulrich 
Russ.

The case of Hamburg is not isolated in 
the wealthy Germany of Pope Benedict, 
where many Catholic dioceses are also on 
the verge of bankruptcy. In Essen, central 
Germany, a quarter of the churches will be 
closed.

The Muslim population in the country has 
increased from 50.000 people in the early 
‘80s to the 4 million today.

The Archbishop of Berlin’s spokesman, 
Stefan Foerner, does not exclude the 
possibility that many Catholic churches will 
be sold to the Muslims in the future.

I phoned Ralph Giordano, the Jewish 
writer who survived the Holocaust. He sees 
the conversion of the church in Hamburg 
as “the Islamization of our country”, since 
“sharia is not constitutional, it is a thorn in 
the heart of democracy”.

As Soeren Kern explained in a report 
for the Gatestone Institute last November, 

Hamburg, the second-largest city in 
Germany, concluded a “historic treaty” with 
its Islamic communities that grants Muslim 
holidays, religion courses in schools and 
burial ritual rights. The most controversial 
part of the accord involves a commitment 
by the city government to promote the 
teaching of Islam in the Hamburg public 
school system.

The heart of Hamburg’s islamization is 
the Taiba mosque, where Mohammed Atta, 
the Saudi terrorist who led the 9/11 attacks, 
also prayed. From the central station to  
number 163 Steindamm is just a ten minute 
walk. The Muslim building lies between a 
pharmacy and a restaurant.

This is the face of Europe’s Islamization, 
often anonymous, but rampant. It is 
the misery of a lost continent. Robert 
Schuman’s “Europe of the Cathedrals” 
will be soon turned into the “Europe of the 
Mosques”.

Giullo Meotti is the author of the book “A New 
Shoah”, based upon research from the personal stories 
of Israel’s terror victims, and published by Encounter. 
His writing has appeared in publications such as the 
Wall Street Journal, Frontpage.  The writer, an Italian 
journalist with Il Foglio, writes a twice-weekly column 
for Arutz Sheva. He is at work on a book about the 
Vatican and Israel. 

Source: Arutz Sheva online

No-Go Areas For Jews In Europe
by Giulio Meotti

Thinking of visiting Europe?  
Keep your Kippah in your 

pocket (or like me, wear a 
baseball cap--then they only hate 
you for being American).

 Surprised that Israelis entering 
Jordan are required to deposit 
religious Jewish items, like 
skullcaps and tefillin, for “security 
reasons? It’s happening in many 
European countries as well, 
where Jews are once again in 
grave danger and Judeophobia 
has become the common currency 
of politics. Jews in Denmark 
have just been warned by Israeli 
officials not to appear publicly 
wearing Jewish religious symbols 
such as yarmulkes or stars of 
David in order to avoid increasing 
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic 
altercations. “We advise Israelis 
who come to Denmark and want 
to go to the synagogue to wait 
to don their skull caps until they 
enter the building and not to wear 
them in the street, irrespective of 
whether the areas they are visiting 
are seen as being safe,” said 
Israel’s ambassador to Denmark, 
Arthur Avnon.

Got that? To be identifiable 
as a Jew in public in Europe 
is to invite violence. There are 
European areas in its bigger cities 
where you cannot go outside 
looking like a Jew - it’s like being 
in Gaza. In the last few weeks, 
an Israeli representative of the 
Magen David Adom was attacked 
at Copenhagen Central Station, 
while in central Copenaghen 
Jews who were wearing a kippah 

have been physically and verbally 
attacked.

An elderly Israeli man was 
assaulted by a group of Arabic-
looking men when he ate a kebab 
at Nørrebro. They kicked the 
victim several times and tore his 
necklace, from which a visible 
Star of David was hanging. 
That’s why today most of Danish 
Jews think twice before deciding 
whether to wear a necklace with a 
Star of David on it.

In the enlightened Europe 
of today, there are witch hunts 
against any authentic Jew with 
a beard and a skullcap. Jewish 
students have been advised not 
to wear a kippa in the streets 
in Germany either. The Jewish 
Abraham Geiger Theological 
College in Potsdam advises its 
rabbis against wearing a kippah 
in public, while the orthodox Or 
Avner school in Berlin has issued 
similar guidelines.

Whenever its pupils go on 
trips to the zoo or the museum, 
Jewish pupils are warned: “Speak 
German, not Hebrew, put a 
baseball cap over your kippah 
so you don’t give stupid people 
something to get annoyed about.” 
Camouflaged in this way, young 
Jews travel on Berlin’s metro 
trains. The rector of the school has 
explained that “it is safer to not 
appear to be a Jewish person”.

A few days ago Finland’s Jewish 
community was advised not to 
wear the skullcap in public for fear 
of anti-Semitic attacks. In Malmö, 

Sweden, the country which once 
gave the world saints like Raoul 
Wallenberg, members of the local 
synagogue decided not to keep on 
their kippahs upon exiting their 
synagogue.

Norway’s Jewish Community 
has advised its members against 
speaking Hebrew loudly on 
the streets or wearing Jewish 
emblems. Norwegian police have 
just increased security around 
Oslo’s main synagogue. A teacher, 
Inge Telhaug, who was wearing 
a Magen David around his neck 
under a T-shirt, was informed by 
the Kristiansand Adult Education 
Center that wearing the star could be 
deemed a provocation towards the 
many Muslim students at the school.

In France several Jews were 
attacked and beaten in the streets 
after wearing the skullcap. In 
Paris it is safer for young Jewish 
men to walk in groups, not 
alone. They should wear baseball 
caps instead of the traditional 
head covering to avoid being 
attacked by anti-Semites. In 
many neighborhoods of Marseille 
and Lyons, it is no longer safe 
for Jews to walk the streets. A 
few weeks ago a Jewish man 
was attacked and rendered 
unconscious in a Paris metro. 
How did the anti-Semitic mob 
recognize that he was Jewish? 
Because of a philosophy book, 
written by the chief rabbi of Paris, 
that he was reading in the metro 
when he was attacked.

Meanwhile, half the Jewish 

families in Villepinte, working-
class suburb north of Paris, have 
left due to anti-Semitism, fleeing 
to other Paris neighborhoods 
considered safer for Jews, or out 
of France entirely. Villepinte’s 
40-year-old synagogue, already 
torched in 2001, will close 
because it often lacks a minyan.

In the UK, there have been 
many cases like that of an 
Orthodox child, who was wearing 
a kippa and tzitzit, verbally 
threatened and physically 
intimidated by a hooded youth 
as he travelled on a London bus. 
When the faithful leave Rome’s 
main synagogue they immediately 
hide the skullcap. Police patrol the 
area day and night.

 In the Netherlands, the country 
of Baruch Spinoza, police officers 
began wearing yarmulkes to catch 
Dutch Jew haters in the act of 
physical or verbal assault. Jewish 
students are told to “put a cap over 
your kippah”.

In Amsterdam, which became a 
shelter for Spanish Jews who fled 
the Inquisition, Lester M. Wolff 
van Ravenswade describes the 
difficulties being faced by Jews 
living in Holland today. In an 
open letter to the newspaper NRC 
Handelsblad he states: “I cannot go 
to public events dressed as a Jew, 
let alone go out on Saturday night. 
Which party do I have to vote for in 
order to live safely with the Kippah 
on my head?”

Everywhere in Europe, steel 
barriers are in place outside 
certain buildings with Jewish or 
Israeli connections to prevent 
parking. In many British 
areas where Jews live the 

“Shomrin”, or guardians, patrol 
the streets like Israelis do in 
isolated “settlements” in Israel. 
Last autumn the ancient Dutch 
synagogue of Weesp became the 
first synagogue in Europe since 
the Second World War to cancel 
Shabbat services due to the threats 
to the safety of the faithful.

Eighty years ago next January, 
Adolf Hitler seized power in 
Germany. Every time I see a 
Jewish child walking down the 
street in Vienna, Paris or Rome 
wearing a kippah, I know that 
Hitler did not get to finish his 
job. It makes me feel proud - or 
at least somewhat better. But 
the Holocaust, in which two 
thirds of European Jewry were 
annihilated, did not end when 
Nazi Germany and its satellites 
were routed militarily. The spirit 
of annihilation continues eighty 
years later. That’s why Israel’s 
former chief rabbi, Meir Lau, 
predicted that European Jewish 
history is nearing its end.

Indeed, it seems a tragic but 
unavoidable process: Europe as a 
Jew-free continent or a realm of 
fear in which Jews will survive 
as “invisible”, like during the 
Inquisition, where even lighting 
candles on Shabbath is a hazard 
because someone could see the 
holy flames from the street.

Europe’s streets are getting very 
dark these days and the sublime 
orchestras are playing Richard 
Wagner’s “Tristan und Isolde” and 
“Die Meistersinger” once more, 
while the faith in “truth as beauty 
and beauty as truth” can again 
meet its horrible end.

Source: Arutz Sheva online
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Time to Annex Judea and Samaria
In a few months it will be the twentieth 
anniversary of the signing of the “Oslo 
Accord” on the White House lawn.  In 
that signing, Yassir Arafat, on behalf of 
the so-called “Palestinian Liberation 
Organization,” committed himself and 
his “people” to conduct negotiations 
with Israel that would lead to a peaceful 
resolution of the Middle East Arab-Israeli 
conflict. He forswore unilateral actions 
and decisions.

Since then, the “Palestinian Authority,” 
which was set up by the PLO, has 

violated every single clause in that and the 
subsequent Oslo Accords.  Twenty years 
hence, the “Palestinians” as represented by 
the “Authority” have yet to comply with 
a single one of their obligations.  Arafat 
and his gangsters simply used the Accord 
as a cover to gain control over part of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip.  They then 
converted all the territory they controlled 
into bases for launching terrorist aggression 
against Israel.  The Palestinian terrorist 
groups have murdered at least 1700 Israeli 
civilians since signing that first “peace 
accord.”  Thousands of Palestinian rockets 
have been launched into Israel aimed at 
Israeli civilians, and not just by the Hamas.  
“Palestinian leaders” repeat several times 
each day before breakfast that their aim is 
the obliteration of Israel altogether and that 
they will never recognize the legitimacy of 
Israel within any set of borders.

The media controlled by the “Authority” 
and the terrorist organizations have been 
thoroughly nazified; they broadcast 
anti-Semitic filth that exceeds what the 
German Nazis broadcast in the 1930s.  The 
Gaza Strip has been completely nazified. 
Very little distinguishes the Islamofascism 
of the Hamas from the Islamofascism of the 
PLO, and the “president” of the Palestinian 
Authority is a certified Holocaust Denier.

And now to top it all off, the “Palestinian 
Authority” has unilaterally declared itself to 
be a sovereign state and applied for United 
Nations membership as such.  This is just 
the latest and not even the worst violation 
of “Palestinian” obligations under the Oslo 
Accords.

There is growing debate about how 
Israel should respond to the behavior of the 
“Palestinians.”  Indeed, there have already 
been calls in Israel to implementpart of the 
proposals that follow here.  This unilateral 
“declaration” of Palestinian statehood and 
bid for international recognition is not 
just a wholesale repudiation of the Oslo 
Accords by the “Palestinians.”  It is also 
as much a declaration of war as was the 
secession of South Carolina.  Any similar 
“secession” would be casus belli in any 
other country on the planet and would be 
suppressed with arms.  And any country 
endorsing or supporting such secession 
would be treated as an enemy belligerent.

Israel must make it crystal clear: the 
experimental Israeli willingness to consider 
acquiescing in the creation of a separate 
Palestinian state is over.  The “Palestinians” 
never had a legitimate claim to statehood 
in the first place, although in exchange 
for peace Israel was in the past willing to 
overlook this.  The “Palestinians” forfeited 
any shaky claim they might have had to 
statehood because of their behavior during 
the past two decades, indeed during the 
past century, their nonstop barbarism and 
mass atrocities.  This is much like the East 
Prussians and Sudeten Germans forfeiting 
all THEIR rights to self-determination and 
even to autonomy after World War II.

Israel must declare: The game of pretense 
and fiction is over.  Israel is no longer willing 
to pretend that there exists some sort of 
“Palestinian people” entitled to statehood.  
The “Palestinians” are Arabs, and Arabs 
already have 22 states.  They will not get yet 
another inside Israeli lands.  Any Palestinian 
wishing to enjoy national sovereignty is 
free to move to one of those 22 Arab states, 
but no Arab sovereignty will exist in Israeli 
territory, meaning the lands between the 
Jordan River and the Mediterranean Sea.

The “Palestinian declaration of 
statehood” must be dealt with by means of 
a unilateral Israeli settlement imposed on 
the West Bank and de-nazification of the 
local population.

The principles upon which such 
a unilateral Israeli concordance and 
resolution must be founded are these:

1.  The West Bank belongs to Israel 
and is Israeli in all ways.  No non-Israeli 
sovereignty of any form will be permitted 
in the territory between the Jordan River 
and the Mediterranean Sea. The West Bank 
is part of the Jewish national homeland, 
always was, and always will be.

2.  “Palestinian” Arabs living in the West 
Bank will not receive Israeli citizenship and 
will not vote in Israeli national elections.

3.  The land and resources in the West 
Bank will remain under Israeli supervision, 
control, and regulation.

4.  “Palestinians” who do not wish to 
live under Israeli sovereignty will be free 
to leave.  Israel may consider providing 
financial support, property compensation, 
or incentives for those so wishing to leave.

5.  Most “Palestinians” choosing to 

remain in the West Bank will live in 
reservations, in some ways resembling 
Native-American-Indian territories that 
function inside the United States (possibly 
even including casinos), although in some 
ways they will differ.  Reservations will 
be operated in those parts of the West 
Bank that have large concentrations of 
Arab population, meaning Jericho, Nablus, 
Ramallah, Jenin, Tul Karem, and a few 
other areas.  Reservations will NOT have 
territorial contiguity.  In each reservation, 
the “Palestinians” will be permitted 
autonomy and limited self-rule to manage 
their own local affairs as long as violence 
is completely absent from the reservation.  
Where violence is present, they will be 
denied autonomy.  Reservations from which 
terrorism arises may be shut down and their 
populations dispersed.  Arabs engaging in 
or supporting terrorism in any way will be 
deported.

6.  “Palestinians” in the West Bank 
will be considered to be resident aliens 
within the Jewish state.  Many still have 
Jordanian passports and citizenship and 
will be considered resident Jordanians.  
“Palestinians” who do not have Jordanian 
citizenship will be stateless unless they 
obtain citizenship from some other country.

7.  Jews will have the right to live 
anywhere they wish in the West Bank 
outside the reservations assigned to the 
“Palestinian” Arabs. The territory in the 
West Bank in which Arabs do not live or 
live sparsely, and this includes the Jordan 
Valley and the sparse areas in between the 
reservations, will be opened to unlimited 
Jewish settlement

Source: For Zion’s Sake Ministries

Modern Israel wit inset: view toward Samaria

Jordan

Israel’s 
Population Up By 
1.8% In 2012: 

During 2011, Israel’s population grew 
by 1.8%, increasing the population by 

some 141,500 people to a total of 7,836,600 
by the end of the year, according to the 
newly released Central Bureau of Statistics 
report. This figure comprises 5,907,500 
Jews (75.4%), 1,610,900 Arabs (20.6%) and 
some 318,200 others (4%) not identified as 
Jews.  Some 125,500 of those people were 
a result of natural growth, with 16,600 from 
immigration. 

Source: Arutz-7

‘Yasser Arafat 
Street’ – Soon in 
Israel?

Arab-Israeli city seeks to name streets for 
Yasser Arafat and anti-Israeli Egyptian 
leader Gamel Abdel Nasser.

Arafat posters

The Israeli-Arab city of Sakhnin is 
planning to name streets for two of 

Israel’s most famous enemies, according to 
MK Miri Regev (Likud Beytenu).

City officials in Sakhnin are planning 
to name a street for deceased Palestinian 
Authority Chairman Yasser Arafat, “a mass 
murderer and terrorist,” she said. A second 
street is to be named for Gamel Abdel 
Nasser, “The Egyptian President who took 
a hawkish stance against Israel, called to 
destroy it, closed the Suez Canal and began 
the Six Day War.”

Arafat waged a long campaign of 
terrorism against Israel. In the 1990s 
he agreed to negotiate with the Jewish 
state, but a short time later he launched 
the “Intifada” terror war in which several 
thousand Israelis were killed or suffered 
life-changing injuries in suicide bombings 
and other attacks.

“This isn’t a dream,” Regev wrote 
on Facebook. “There are those in Sakhnin 
who think that in the name of freedom of 
expression, Israel should compromise our 
values as a Jewish, Zionist nation.”

Regev said she will fight the plan to honor 
Arafat. “There is no dispute that Israel is 
the only democracy in the Middle East. But 
will Israel, in the name of those values, give 
honor to her cruelest enemies? No way,” she 
wrote.

Source: Arutz-7
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Isaiah 17: An Oracle Against Damascus
by Jack Kelley

In the past couple of years it has 
become even clearer that Isaiah’s 

prophecy of the destruction of 
Damascus will soon come to fulfillment, 
perhaps being part of the Psalm 83 
scenario I’ve written about.  If so, it 
would explain why Syria is not included 
among the coalition of Moslem nations 
who will gather against Israel in the 
Battle of Ezekiel 38. Let’s review what 
God had Isaiah say about this.

An Oracle Concerning Damascus:

“See, Damascus will no longer be 
a city but will become a heap of ruins. 
The cities of Aroer will be deserted and 
left to flocks, which will lie down, with 
no one to make them afraid. (Isaiah 
17:1-2)

Because of the language of these 
verses, many scholars believe that this 
prophecy was only partially fulfilled 
when the Assyrians defeated the 
Arameans and overran their capital, 
Damascus, in 732 BC. To this day 
Damascus is thought to be the world’s 
oldest continuously inhabited city with a 
5000-year history and a population close 
to 2 million, yet Isaiah 17:1 indicates 
that it will one day cease to exist.

Some believe the phrase “cities of 
Aroer” refers to Aramean territory east 
of the Jordan River around the Arnon 
River, which flows into the Dead Sea in 
southern Jordan.  However, the Jewish 
Encyclopedia claims that this phrase 
in Isaiah 17:2 is probably translated 
incorrectly because the geographical 
distance from Damascus is too great.  
While they say it’s possible that there 
may have been another Aroer near 
Damascus, it is more likely that the 
passage should be rendered “the cities 
thereof shall be forsaken.” If that’s the 
correct translation, it would include 
the Hezbollah stronghold in the Bekaa 
Valley of Lebanon, which was part of 
Aramean territory in Isaiah’s time, and is in 
a direct line between Beirut and Damascus.

“The fortified city will disappear from 
Ephraim, and royal power from Damascus; 
the remnant of Aram will be like the glory 
of the Israelites,” declares the LORD 
Almighty. “In that day the glory of Jacob 
will fade; the fat of his body will waste 
away. It will be as when a reaper gathers 
the standing grain and harvests the grain 
with his arm- as when a man gleans heads 
of grain in the Valley of Rephaim.” (Isaiah 
17:3-5)

This segment speaks of the defeat of 
Damascus in 732BC and the destruction of 
Samaria 10 years later (722 BC).  Damascus 
continued to exist as part of the Assyrian 
Empire and is still here today, but the ruins 
of Samaria are just now being excavated out 
of the sandy soil of Israel.  The systematic 
relocation of the ruling classes to the far 
reaches of the Assyrian Empire is also in 
view here, symbolized by the fat of Jacob’s 
body wasting away.  This was standard 
Assyrian policy to reduce the likelihood of 
subsequent rebellion among their conquered 
peoples.   Jacob and Ephraim are alternate 
names for the Northern Kingdom, and 
Samaria was its capital.

“Yet some gleanings will remain, as when 
an olive tree is beaten, leaving two or three 
olives on the topmost branches, four or five 
on the fruitful boughs,” declares the LORD, 
the God of Israel.” (Isaiah 17:6)

Not all the people were dispersed.  

Farmers were left behind to tend the 
crops and protect the harvest for their new 
rulers. They were joined by refugees from 
other parts of Assyria and their combined 
descendants were known as the Samaritans 
in the time of Jesus.  (A quick reading of 2 
Chronicles 11:16 shows that all the faithful 
from the 10 northern tribes moved south 
at the time of the civil war that divided the 
nation after King Solomon’s death 150 
years earlier.  From then on, all 12 tribes 
were represented in the Southern Kingdom 
of Judah, so the 10 tribes from the North 
weren’t totally lost.  The Lord has always 
preserved a believing remnant from all the 
Tribes of Israel.)

“In that day men will look to their Maker 
and turn their eyes to the Holy One of 
Israel. They will not look to the altars, the 
work of their hands, and they will have 
no regard for the Asherah poles and the 
incense altars their fingers have made. In 
that day their strong cities, which they left 
because of the Israelites, will be like places 
abandoned to thickets and undergrowth. 
And all will be desolation.” (Isaiah 17:7-9)

This is another passage that’s problematic 
for those who try to consign the whole 
passage to history. There is simply no 
reason to believe that the Assyrians turned 
to God following their conquest of Aram 
and Israel. And far from abandoning their 
cities because of the Israelites, it was the 
Israelites who were defeated and dispersed. 
The yet future Jewish attack on Damascus 
causing the destruction and abandonment of 
Syrian cities, and the eventual return of the 
survivors to their God is a much more likely 

fulfillment. And it could happen soon.

“You have forgotten God your Savior; 
you have not remembered the Rock, your 
fortress. Therefore, though you set out 

the finest plants and plant imported vines, 
though on the day you set them out, you 
make them grow, and on the morning when 
you plant them, you bring them to bud, 
yet the harvest will be as nothing in the 
day of disease and incurable pain.” (Isaiah 
17:10-11)

Asshur, father of the Assyrians, and 
Aram, father of the Arameans were both 
sons of Shem. Aram’s son Uz is the 
traditional founder of Damascus. (The 
setting for Job, the Bible’s oldest book, is 
the Land of Uz.) The knowledge of God 
in the memories of these patriarchs cannot 
be questioned. It wasn’t that they never 
knew Him, but that they had forgotten 

Him, abandoned Him in favor of the 
Canaanite gods of the region, Baal and 
his consort Ashtoreth (aka Asherah, 
Astarte, Ishtar, Aphrodite, Venus.) 
Currently Syria is almost totally 
Moslem.   Until they return to their 
Maker and Savior none of their plans 
and schemes will prosper in the long 
run, no matter how promising they seem 
at the beginning.

“Oh, the raging of many nations- they 
rage like the raging sea! Oh, the uproar 
of the peoples- they roar like the roaring 
of great waters! Although the peoples 
roar like the roar of surging waters, 
when he rebukes them they flee far 
away, driven before the wind like chaff 
on the hills, like tumbleweed before 
a gale. In the evening, sudden terror! 
Before the morning, they are gone! This 
is the portion of those who loot us, the 
lot of those who plunder us.” (Isaiah 
17:12-14)

Having conquered most of the Middle 
East including the Arameans and the 
Northern Kingdom,  the Assyrians set 
their sights on the Southern Kingdom, 
Judah. Assyria’s King Sennacherib 
brought his armies almost literally to 
the gates of Jerusalem, so close his 
commanders were within speaking 
distance of the Jewish defenders. On 
the night before they were to attack, the 
Lord sent His angel into the Assyrian 
camp on Mt. Scopus to slaughter 
185,000 Assyrian soldiers. Before dawn 
they had packed up and fled, ending 
44 years of conquest. (Isaiah 37:36-38) 
This time in Israel’s history so parallels 
the Jewish view of the End Times that 
Sennacherib is seen by them as a type 
of the anti-Christ, while Judah’s King 
Hezekiah models the Messiah.

But notice that Isaiah speaks of many 
nations raging against God’s people, 

not just Assyria, leading us once again to 
consider Sennacherib’s defeat to be a partial 
fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.

The phrase “rushing of many waters” 
is often used to describe the sound of loud 
voices and today many nations are stirred 
up.   The cry of anti-Israeli sentiment can 
be heard around the globe.  The various 
Mid-East “peace” conferences combined 
with the Gaza war and the recent boarding 
of the Turkish/Terrorist flotilla have 
left Israel standing alone against all but 
irresistible pressure to negotiate away its 
very existence. Syria and Iran are dead 
certain that Israel will attack soon, and 
are preparing accordingly.  Israel’s other 
next-door neighbors are also preparing for 
war, and indeed many nations are taking 
sides.

Israel is not blind to these mounting 
threats, but until lately seems to have 
been ignoring them.  That’s about to 
stop.  Israeli Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu has told the world he will not 
apologize for defending his country and will 
continue to do so even if it results in more 
confrontations.  We can easily envision 
a scenario that escalates into the final 
fulfillment of Isaiah 17, the destruction of 
Damascus.  Once again there will be sudden 
terror in the evening, and before morning 
they will be gone.  If you listen carefully, 
you can almost hear the footsteps of the 
Messiah.

Source: gracethrufaith.com
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once again to consider 
Sennacherib’s defeat to 
be a partial fulfillment 
of Isaiah’s prophecy.
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The Top 12 Ways 
Israel Feeds the World
From drip irrigation to natural pesticides, Israeli innovations are 
helping to fill hungry bellies everywhere, but particularly in the 
developing world.

Food security is a major concern for our rapidly growing planet. As 
resources dwindle and the population rises, smart solutions for better 
agriculture and safer food storage are essential.

No other single country – certainly not one as young and as tiny as 
Israel – has contributed more breakthroughs in this area than Israel.

Since the 1950s, Israelis have not only been finding miraculous ways 
to green their own desert but have shared their discoveries far and wide 
through channels including MASHAV, Israel’s Agency for International 
Development Cooperation at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

ISRAEL21c has highlighted dozens of food-related advances 
pioneered by Israelis. Here are 12 major ways Israel helps feed the 
world.

1. Drip irrigation

Probably no other advancement has been quite as significant. While 
the concept of drip irrigation existed well before Israeli statehood, 
it was revolutionized by Israeli water engineer Simcha Blass, who 
serendipitously discovered that a slow and balanced drip led to 
remarkable growth. He created tubing that slowly released water where 
it was most effective, and in 1965 Kibbutz Hatzerim built a whole new 
industry, Netafim, based on his invention. 

Israeli drip and micro-irrigation solutions rapidly spread worldwide. 
The newest models are self-cleaning and maintain uniform flow rate 
regardless of water quality and pressure.

Just one recent example of how this method has impacted food supply 
in foreign countries is Tipa, literally “Drop,” an Israeli-developed kit that 
has allowed 700 farming families in Senegal to reap crops three times a 
year instead of just once, even on infertile land.

Tipa is “a simple drip irrigation system that uses gravity when there is 
no water supply or water pressure coming to rural areas,” MASHAV’s 
Ilan Fluss told ISRAEL21c. The organization has similar activities in 
Kenya, South Africa, Benin and Niger.

2. Grain cocoons

Israeli-designed GrainPro Cocoons provide a surprisingly simple and 
cheap way for African and Asian farmers to keep their grain market-
fresh.

The huge bags, invented by international food technology consultant 
Prof. Shlomo Navarro, keep both water and air out. They’re used all 
over the developed world, including Africa and the Far East, and even in 
countries that have no diplomatic ties to Israel, such as Pakistan.

As much as 50 percent of every grain harvest and 100% of every pulse 
harvest is lost to pests and mold, Navarro told ISRAEL21c. Subsistence 
farmers in developing countries tend to store their crops in primitive 
baskets or bags, which are not effective in keeping hungry bugs and 
micro-contaminants out. The Cocoon solves that problem, even in 
extreme heat and humidity.

Continued on Page 15

Senegalese farmers learning how to install the Tipa irrigation kit.

The Cocoon stores crops safely.

Blood Test for Alzheimer’s
An Israeli company’s experimental blood test can detect dementia while the disease is still mild enough to 
treat more effectively.

A simple blood test could be on the way for diagnosing Alzheimer’s disease.

“Today one of the main 
weaknesses in the 

Alzheimer’s area is that patients 
don’t find out until it’s too 
late,” says Ilya Budik, CEO of 
NeuroQuest, an Israeli company 
developing a novel blood test 
for early detection of the most 
common cause of dementia 
worldwide.

“There are many new therapies 
under development, and the most 
successful trials are showing the 
earlier a patient is treated, the better 
likelihood of responding to the 
treatment,” he says.

A portfolio company of the 
government-supported Misgav 
Venture Accelerator in northern 
Israel, NeuroQuest recently 
received $500,000 in a funding 
round led by the InterTech 
Group in South Carolina and the 
Maryland/Israel Trendlines Fund.

This half a million dollars will 
enable NeuroQuest to progress 
towards a validation clinical trial 
at four US medical centers, and 
to establish a US development 
center, possibly alongside its South 
Carolina partners.

Its first human trials in Israel 
showed NeuroQuest’s test — which 
is based on 20 years of research 
by Prof. Michal Schwartz of the 
Weizmann Institute of Science — 
to be 87 percent accurate with an 
85% specificity rate in detecting 
Alzheimer’s and ALS, two common 
neurodegenerative diseases. 
With blood tests, Budik explains, 
anything over 70% is considered 
medically significant.

“That gave us proof of concept 
for Prof. Schwartz’s discovery that 
certain parts of the immune system 
are involved in protecting the 
central nervous system and also in 
healing it from neurodegenerative 
diseases or neural injury,” Budik 

tells ISRAEL21c.

Encouraged by these successful 
results, the company went into a 
more aggressive mode to determine 
how its niche product could 
fit specifically into the global 
Alzheimer’s market. NeuroQuest 
hired new management and built up 
a team with experience in running 
clinical trials in this space.

And because the Alzheimer’s 
population in Israel is too small for 
major clinical testing, NeuroQuest 
brought aboard Dr. Jacobo Mintzer, 
chief of geriatric psychiatry 
and co-director of Alzheimer’s 
research and clinical programs at 
the Medical University of South 
Carolina (MUSC).

Aside from his prominence and 
expertise in the field, Mintzer 
did his post-doc at the Hebrew 
University-Hadassah Medical 
School and is married to an Israeli, 
Budik relates, “so he was excited 
to get his hands on a novel project 
from Israel.”

That connection put NeuroQuest 
on the itinerary of a November 
2011 business opportunity-seeking 
mission from the South Carolina-
Israel Collaboration, headed by 
Jonathan Zucker of InterTech. The 
meeting paved the way for the 
recent investment round.

Right place at the right time

Budik says the first of 170 test 
subjects will be recruited beginning 
next summer. The trials will be 
overseen by the Harvard Clinical 
Research Institute, and Harvard 
Medical School is to be one of the 
four testing centers.

“A clinical research organization 
allows the trial to be more impartial 
and controlled, and benefits the 
company because the trial is run 
by specialists making sure it’s safe 
for the patients,” explains Budik. 

“We’re just doing a blood draw, but 
we still want to make sure everyone 
involved is involved for the right 
reasons.”

If the trials go as hoped, 
NeuroQuest could find itself in the 
right place at the right time. That’s 
because in late 2012, the US Food 
and Drug Administration approved 
Amyvid, a radioactive diagnostic 
agent for positron emission 
tomography (PET) imaging of the 
brain to see the density of harmful 
plaques in adults being evaluated 
for Alzheimer’s and other causes of 
cognitive decline. It wasn’t possible 
until now to evaluate these plaques 
in a living patient.

However, a PET scan costs up 
to $6,000 – meaning that Amyvid 
will not be widely available. 
Budik says that a relatively 
inexpensive positive blood test 
using NeuroQuest’s technology 
could provide enough cause for 
a health insurer to authorize the 
highly accurate PET imaging. So 
the two breakthroughs may work 
well together for the greater good.

“We envision that in 10 to 15 
years, the Alzheimer’s market 
will look like the cancer and heart 
disease market looks today,” says 
Budik, who is in talks with other 
potential investors and partners. 
“One doesn’t want to find out 
one has heart disease if a heart 
attack is coming tomorrow. One 
wants to take medication to lower 
cholesterol and blood pressure at 
the first sign of high cholesterol 
so that the heart attack might not 
happen at all.”

NeuroQuest’s management 
hopes to provide the same early-
warning capability to people in the 
first stages of Alzheimer’s, ALS, 
Parkinson’s and other progressive 
neurodegenerative diseases.

Source: Israel 21c
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3. Biological pest control

On Kibbutz Sde Eliyahu, a company 
called Bio-Bee breeds beneficial insects 
and mites for biological pest control and 
bumblebees for natural pollination in 
greenhouses and open fields. Subsidiary 
Bio-Fly sells sterile Mediterranean fruit 
flies to control this major pest in fruit trees.

R&D manager Dr. Shimon Steinberg 
told ISRAEL21c the company’s top 
seller worldwide is two-millimeter-long, 
pear-shaped orange spider that is a highly 
efficient enemy of the spider mite, a 
devastating agricultural pest.

“Sixty percent of California strawberries 
since 1990 are treated with this predatory 
mite from the Holy Land,” he reported. 
In Israel, Bio-Bee products have enabled 
sweet-pepper farmers to reduce the use of 
chemical pesticides by 75 percent.

Bio-Bee exports eight different species of 
biological control agents, plus pollinating 
bumblebees, to 32 nations from Japan to 
Chile. Bio-Fly collaborates with Jordanian 
and West Bank Palestinian Authority 
agricultural experts.

4. Dairy farming

Hof Hasharon Dairy Farm, SAE Afikim 
and SCR Precise Dairy Farming all make 
advanced systems for herd management, 
monitoring and feeding used on dairy farms 
worldwide.

SAE Afikim is one of 10 Israeli 
companies involved in a five-year project 
in Vietnam to implement every aspect of a 
vast $500 million dairy farm project. It’s the 
largest project of its kind in the world.

The operation will encompass 30,000 
cows at 12 state-of-the-art mega-dairies 
and a milk processing plant supplying 300 
million liters per year. By the end of 2012, 
500,000 liters are expected to be produced 
daily.

In the meantime, China is sending groups 
of dairy farm manager trainees to Israel to 
learn how to boost milk production there as 
well.

5. Tailor-made farm solutions

Kibbutz-based Agricultural Knowledge 
On-Line (AKOL) makes unique software to 
help producers grow fruits and vegetables, 
raise poultry and dairy cows, manage 
vineyards and make olive oil.

Hosted in IBM’s “cloud,” AKOL’s latest 
project gives farmers anywhere in the world 
access to information from Israeli experts. 
Hundreds of thousands of farmers can 
obtain tailor-made solutions, arrange group 
purchases of supplies and communicate 
with colleagues.

CEO Ron Shani told ISRAEL21c that 
AKOL applications advise farmers on 
when to plant, irrigate and harvest; how to 
cope with drought; how to choose the crops 
best for their area; how to implement ideal 
storage and temperature control procedures 

based on climate; and how to track the 
growth of chickens, livestock and fruit, 
among other ideas for running a modern, 
professional farm.

6. A better potato

It took nearly 30 years of research, but 
Hebrew University’s Prof. David Levy 
developed strains of potatoes that thrive in 
hot, dry climates, and can be irrigated by 
saltwater.

Potatoes are one of the top sources of 
nutrition in the world, but they never before 
grew well in hot, desert regions like the 
Middle East. Now farmers in these regions 
can grow potatoes as a cash crop.

Levy told ISRAEL21c that he also 
intended his research to enhance 
understanding between Israel and its 
neighbors, as scientists and officials from 
Jordan, Egypt, Lebanon and Morocco meet 
with Israeli scientists to share knowledge 
and build bridges of information and 
technology.

7. Squeezing every drop of water from 
the air

Tal-Ya Water Technologies developed 
reusable plastic trays to collect dew from 
the air, reducing the water needed by crops 
or trees by up to 50 percent.

The square serrated trays, made from 
non-PET recycled and recyclable plastic 
with UV filters and a limestone additive, 
surround each plant or tree. With overnight 
temperature change, dew forms on both 
surfaces of the Tal-Ya tray, which funnels 
the dew and condensation straight to the 
roots. If it rains, the trays heighten the 
effect of each millimeter of water 27 times 
over.

Inventor and CEO Avraham Tamir told 
ISRAEL21c that the trays also block the 
sun so weeds can’t take root, and protect 
the plants from extreme temperature shifts. 
“Farmers need to use much less water, 
and in turn much less fertilizer on the 
crop,” which translates to less groundwater 
contamination.

8. Unparalleled crop protection

Two years ago, Hebrew University’s 
tech-transfer company teamed with 
Makhteshim Agan, a world leader in 
crop protection products, to develop and 
commercialize slow-release herbicides and 
a targeted insecticide that doesn’t harm 
beneficial insects.

The total worldwide herbicide market is 
valued at more than $15 billion, of which 
approximately a quarter is dedicated to 
soil-applied herbicides and other pesticides. 
The Israeli approach incorporates 
herbicides into micelles or vesicles, which 
are absorbed onto negatively charged clay 
minerals to enable a slow and controlled 
release, reducing leaching to deeper soil 
layers. This enhances efficiency and 
reduces the required doses.

The novel insecticide kills caterpillars of 
night-flying moths – a common scourge for 
farmers worldwide – but unlike common 
commercial preparations, has minimal or 
no effect on any other creature. High levels 
of control can be achieved with much less 
product, greatly minimizing environmental 
impact.

9. Fishing in the desert

Overfishing is a serious threat to the 
food supply, a grave situation since fish is 
the main source of protein for hundreds of 
millions of people. But what if fish could 
be raised virtually anywhere, even in the 
desert? That is just what the Israel’s GFA 
(Grow Fish Anywhere) Advanced Systems 
has made possible.

The Israeli “zero-discharge” system 
eliminates the environmental problems 
in conventional fish farming, and doesn’t 
depend on electricity or proximity to a body 
of water. Specially developed microbes 
purify fish waste byproducts right in the 
tank, with no need for spillage and refilling.

The largest facility using GFA technology, 
in New York, produced about 100 tons of sea 
bream, bass and tilapia in 2010.

10. Food from greenhouse gas

Israel’s Seambiotic clean-tech company 
recently launched a commercial algae farm 
in China and does business in the United 
States and Italy as well.

People don’t eat algae, but algae ponds 
nourished by power-plant effluent conserve 
farmed produce for human consumption 
because they generate 30 times more 
feedstock for biofuel than do land-based 
crop alternatives.

Plus, the tiny plants, which thrive on 
carbon dioxide and sunlight, produce a 
valuable nutraceutical food additive that is 
especially popular in the Far East.

11. Reintroducing carp to Africa

Half a century ago, Lake Victoria carp 
was a significant part of the diet of the 
nearby Ugandan villagers. But when 
Nile perch was introduced to the lake, 
it decimated most of the smaller fish 
including the carp. Villagers had neither the 
equipment nor the expertise necessary to 
start fishing the huge perch, and symptoms 
of protein deficiency started becoming 
apparent in their children.

Prof. Berta Sivan of Hebrew University 
came to the rescue with a multiyear project 
to help these African families. Her team was 
able to apply techniques developed over 
many years for Israeli fish farmers.

The Israeli project not only successfully 
spawned carp on Ugandan fish farms, but 
also provided training on how to dig and fill 
ponds and raise the small fish. Now local 
children have an abundant supply of protein 
to eat with their fruit and vegetables.

12. Hardier seeds for better crops

Hebrew University agricultural scientists 
Ilan Sela and Haim D. Rabinowitch 
developed TraitUP, a trademarked 
technology that enables the introduction 
of genetic materials into seeds without 
modifying their DNA. This method 
immediately and efficiently improves plants 
before they’re even sowed.

The university’s Yissum Research 
Development technology transfer company 
licensed the seed treatment technology to 
Morflora Israel for curing fruit-tree diseases 
in orchards and groves, and for seedling 
treatment in the nursery.

“The new ability to deliver traits within 
days instead of years, and to offer a 
treatment with results similar to breeding 
to all current species, answers a long and 
unmet need that will revolutionize modern 
agriculture and significantly impact the 
vegetable and commodity crop markets,” 
said Dotan Peleg, CEO of Morflora.

Source: Israel 21c
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60% of California Strawberries are treated with 

predatory mite from Israel.

The Chinese are using Israeli systems to set up their dairy industry.

From left, AKOL CEO Ron Shani, Agriculture 

Minister Orit Noked, and Michael Oren of IBM’s 

Global Tech Unit.

Tal-Ya’s trays catch every drop of dew.

Algae ponds generate neutraceuticals.



16 aliyah June 201316

Name
Address

Phone
Email
New Zealand P.O. Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642
Australia P.O. Box 1508, Springwood Queensland, Australia 4127
Canada P.O. Box 26048, Brantford, ON, Canada N3R 7X4
U.S.A. P.O. Box 2589, Manteca, CA 95336
South East Asia Region Towner Post Office 078, Singapore 
913223

OthER COUNtRiES: C4I International, PO Box 1100, 3860 BC 
Nijkerk, Netherlands (Holland) www.c4israel.org

I WANT TO SUPPORT CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
■    Please accept my donation to bless  

Christians for Israel’s ministry

 ALiYAh
 ■ One Person
  $300 New Zealand / $300 Australia
  $190 U.S.A.

 ■ One Family (5 persons)
  $1,250 New Zealand / $1,000 Australia
  $950 U.S.A.

 ■ One Busload (25 persons)
  $6,250 New Zealand / $5,000 Australia
  $4,500 U.S.A.

✃

Please send your cheque, payable to Christians for 
Israel, to the address applicable to you

The English edition of Israel & Christians Today is 
printed for, and in cooperation with, the following 

English speaking National branches:

Editorial Staff
Rev. Dr. John Tweedie, Managing Editor

Christians for Israel – Australia
Ian Worby, National Director

Brian Donnelly, Chair
P.O. Box 1508, Springwood 

Queensland, Australia 4127
Tel. +61 (402) 277 930

Email: info@c4israel.com.au
www.c4israel.com.au

Christians for Israel – Canada
Rev. Dr. John Tweedie, Chair

P.O. Box 26048, Brantford, ON  N3R 7X4
Tel. +1 519 7200870 – Email: info@c4i.ca

www.c4i.ca

Christians for Israel – New Zealand
Rev. Hon. Graeme Lee, Chair 

P.O. Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642
Tel: +64 - 9 525 7564 Fax: +64 - 9 974 2613

Email: info@c4israel.org.nz
www.c4israel.org.nz

Christians for Israel - South East Asia Region
National Co-ordinators

Kenneth Khoo & Wilson Ng
Towner Post Office, PO Box 078

Singapore 913223
Tel: +65 - 9179 1757

Email: khooken888@yahoo.com.sg
Email: wilson@c4israel.org
website: www.c4israel.org

Christians for Israel – Uganda
P.O. Box 34479, Kampala, East Africa

Tel. 256 392 865 461
www.c4israel.org

Christians for Israel – U.K.  c/o W.A.M.
P.O. Box 789, Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands B73 5FX
Tel: +44 121 3549081

Email: ukinfo@c4israel.org

Christians for Israel – USA
Fred J. van Westing, CEO

P.O. Box 2589, Manteca, CA 95336
Phone/Fax: +1 209-665-4280

Email: fredvanwesting@c4israel.org
www.c4israel.us

Articles: The articles printed in Israel & Christians Today 
express the views of their individual authors, and they do 
not necessarily represent the views of the Editors or that of 
the Board of Christians for Israel. The printing of articles or 
advertising in Israel & Christians Today does not necessarily 
imply either endorsement or agreement.

™

™

& Christians

is the premier publication of 
CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL

Response Coupon
Thank you for this issue of Israel & Christians Today

Yes, I would like to receive this FREE bi-monthly magazine 

Name     

Address        

City/Town        

State/ZIP code   

Phone      Email  

To receive your free copy complete form and return to:   New Zealand P.O. Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642
Australia  P.O. Box 1508, Springwood Queensland, Australia 4127

& Christians Today

 “If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and 
pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” 2 Chron. 7:14

August 2012 Edition –   www.c4israel.org   www.whyisrael.org

ISRAELN
e

w
 z

e
a

l
a

N
d

& Christians Today

United Nations:  
Israel’s growing 
Nemesis?

February 2013 Edition –  www.c4israel.org   www.whyisrael.org

ISRAELN
e

w
 z

e
a

l
a

N
d

      Visit www.c4i.ca to view
The Prophetic Connection online!

INTRODUCING OUR
NEW TV SERIES

FILMED ENTIRELY IN ISRAEL!

Exodus in the Year 2013 
By Koen Carlier

Passover in Bratslav

We undertook several successful 
trips with Olim (Jewish immigrant) 

families from Khmelnitsky and Irpen just 
before the Jewish Passover and Christian 
Easter. David and Ben Vandeputte from 
Belgium joined us for a short work visit, 
to learn more about the work of Tikva in 
Odessa, and Alumim in Zhitomir with 
Jewish orphans. Both David and Ben 
previously worked as volunteer bus drivers 
for the ‘Help the Jews Home’ bus project, 
and were well aware of the challenges 
involved in Aliyah work. 

All went well on the road from Kiev to 
Odessa (500 kilometers) until, that is, we 
failed to notice a deep pothole in our path. 
Having struck it, we were concerned that 
the front axle had been damaged, but all 
was well. We received a warm welcome 
from Rabbi David Brodman’s son and 
grandson. Michael Brodman then gave us 
the latest news about Jewish orphans that 
‘had been discovered’ and brought to safety 
in the Tikva orphanage. Some of them will 
make Aliyah in the coming months via a 
Jewish Agency program. It gives us great 

joy to know that Jacob’s children will be 
returning home to Israel to stay.

Winter in the Ukraine

Thereafter, we drove in the direction of 
Vinnitsa, but then my wife phoned to advise 
us that more than half a metre of snow 
had fallen in large parts of the country. 
We could not believe it because it was not 
snowing when we left Odessa. Driving the 
170 kilometers from Uman to Vinnitsa 
proved difficult indeed as a punishing north 
wind made it virtually impossible to leave 
the car for any reason. Only the absolute 
necessity of a bathroom stop was possible 
in the blinding snow.  One is well advised 
to stay off these roads particularly at night, 
whenever possible. 

Warmth of Fellowship

Anyway, after a lovely meal and a good 
night’s rest, we drove on to Zhitomir for 
a meeting with Rabbi Shlomo Wilhelm 
who, with the assistance of a dedicated 
team, takes care of more than fifty Jewish 
orphans. Then it was time for a three hour 
trip to Kiev. On the way, we found dozens 
of trucks parked alongside the road while 
others were almost blocking the way. This 
did not look promising...

 We stopped to ask what the problem 
was. An emotional group of drivers 
quickly assembled to tell us that, because 
of the snowstorm, they had been stranded 
for more than 24 hours, and that the 
road was completely blocked off and 
impassable the eighty kilometers to Kiev.

What now? “And what if we decide 
to make a ‘brief’ six hour detour via 

Komsomolsk – Belya Cherkov to Kiev,” 
we asked? This meant taking a narrow road 
all the way to Kiev. Although everybody 
tried to dissuade us, we chose to give it a 
go, a better alternative to spending a night 
stranded in the car.

Surprised by Joy

To our joyful surprise – and perhaps in 
answer to our fervent prayers - the road 
was clear beyond expectation, although 
we drove between a wall of snow for long 
stretches in the dark. We encountered a 
total of only ten vehicles on the road. It 
was like driving through the Red Sea with 
the Lord preceding us. We arrived safely in 

Kiev, but much later than planned, shortly 
after midnight. As a result, Ben and David, 
following another good night’s rest, were 
able to catch their flight home the next day. 

Postscript: I later shared our story with 
Jewish people with whom we had the 
opportunity to celebrate Pesach (Passover) 
or the story of the Exodus in the different 
villages. We told them that the LORD 
remains faithful to His People, and that 
He will never forsake His children. All 
Jewish people, regardless of their age, are 
beginning to agree with this after centuries 
of persecution and doubt.

Koen and Ira Carlier are C4I representatives in the 
Ukraine and former Soviet satellite states
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Giving candy to Jewish orphans in 

Tikva orphanage

Trying to reach Kiev...


