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Leaving Prison, 
Returning to Terror
By Alex Fishman

Two months after first wave of prisoner releases – on 
October 27 – the State of Israel is expected to release a 

second wave of Palestinian prisoners.

As part of the preconditions for the resumption of peace 
negotiations, Israel is slated to release 104 prisoners who 
have been imprisoned since prior to the Oslo Accords, most 
of whom were sentenced to life and considered major terror 
participants, with blood on their hands.

On August 13, 2013, 26 prisoners were already released. 
With this second phase, 32 additional prisoners will be 
given their freedom. The government has yet to okay the 
deal, but it is expected to pass. This time as well, prisoners 
considered major terror participants will be released 
to Gaza. This is regardless of the fact that Israel has had 
bitter experience with the release of prisoners in general, 
especially those headed for Gaza.

One of the heroes of the Gaza terror movement is Ayman 
Sharouna, who was sentenced to 38 years for involvement 
in deadly terror attacks in Beersheba. He was released in 
the Shalit deal, and arrested again in 2012 for breaking 
release conditions.

Following a 261 day hunger strike, Israel gave in and 
released Shraonah yet again in March, this time to the West 
Bank for the next 10 years. He has since become a central 
figure in a special unit established by Hamas’ military wing 
to coordinate terror attacks in the West Bank. The unit, 
made up of released Palestinian prisoners, is responsible 
for some of the deadliest attacks carried out in the region. 

While Gaza is home to those who coordinate and carry 
out the attacks, the brains and funding come from Turkey. 
Heading up terror activity for Hamas in the West Bank 
and Gaza is another released prisoner – Saleh Al Arouri. 
Among the founders of the military wing of the Hamas, 

Arouri did several stints in Israeli jails, before being 
released in 2010.

Upon his release, he was obligated to leave the area for 
three years, so he moved with Hamas’ command (which 
had left Damascus) to Turkey. Today, he operates out of 
Turkey, with the backing of the Turkish government. 

It was within this backdrop of terror operatives in 
Gaza, the West Bank and Turkey built upon a population 
of released prosoners – that Hamas Prime Minister Ismail 
Haniyeh called this week – on the one-year anniversary of 
the Shalit deal – for a third intifada in the West Bank.

In the past month, Saleh Al Arouri and those under him 
in Gaza and the West Bank, made a concerted effort to 
incite the area, with the intention of derailing the restarted 
peace talks, to weaken Palestinan Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas, and to hurt Israel.

The center of rioting has been the Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
where most of the past month’s ‘spontaneous’ 
demonstrations have taken place.

Hamas presents itself under the guise of an innocent 
Islamic organization, made up of mostly Jerusalem residents, 
which serves as a patron of the intifada. In cooperation with 

the northern branch of the Islamic Movement, the group 
– which considers it its responsibility to protect Islamic 
interests at the Temple Mount – called for “days of rage.” 
The result was more days of violence at the mount.

According to security sources, in addition to the 
attempt of inciting the Palestinian street, there has been a 
significant increase in shooting incidents and throwing 
of Molotov cocktails at Israelis in the West Bank. This 
included five terror attacks which left three Israelis dead 
over the past month.

And while security sources do not cite one specific 
individual as being behind the increase, the statistics are clear 
– there has been an increase in general violence and terror 
activity. Released prisoners have had their hands in this.

At the moment, as Israel is about to release dozens of 
former major players in terror activity, it should consider 
that a portion, even if they are not young, will return to 
the armed Palestinian fight, predominantly those who will 
go to Gaza. These prisoners will be returning to a more 
explosive situation than earlier in the year.

Source: Unity Coalition for Israel

Ramallah residents celebrate prisoners’ release (Photo: Ohad Zwigenberg)

Obama Turns on Israel
By Daniel Pipes 

Barack Obama’s March 2013 trip to 
Israel had a too-good-to-be-true 

feel about it. While barely pressuring 
Israel, he instructed Palestinians not to 
set preconditions for negotiations and 
admonished them  to “recognize that 
Israel will be a Jewish state.” It felt out 
of character, suggesting a price to be paid 
later.

Well, that price has now, eight months 
later, been revealed, and it has two 
components. If I might paraphrase the 
U.S. position as presented to Israel: “First, 
sit by quietly as we reach an accord with 
Tehran that freezes but does not dismantle 
its nuclear buildup. Second, stop the 
illegitimate residential construction on the 

West Bank or the Palestinian Authority 
will, with American acquiescence, start a 
third intifada.”

Israeli responses to the two demands 
have been stark, blunt unlike anything 
in memory. Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu blasted the prospective Iran 
deal as a “monumental mistake” and after 
meeting with Secretary of State John Kerry 
warned:

“I reminded him that he said that no deal 
is better than a bad deal. And the deal that 
is being discussed in Geneva right now is 
a bad deal. It’s a very bad deal. Iran is not 
required to take apart even one centrifuge. 
But the international community is 
relieving sanctions on Iran for the first time 

after many years. Iran gets everything that 
it wanted at this stage and pays nothing. 
And this is when Iran is under severe 
pressure. I urge Secretary Kerry not to rush 
to sign, to wait, to reconsider, to get a good 
deal. But this is a bad deal, a very, very bad 
deal. It’s the deal of a century for Iran; it’s 
a very dangerous and bad deal for peace 
and the international community.”

Economy and commerce minister Naftali 
Bennett was even more direct, raising 
the prospect of an Iranian nuclear bomb 
destroying New York City:

“These critical days in November will 
be remembered for years to come. The 
free world stands before a fork in the road 
with a clear choice: Either stand strong and 
insist Iran dismantles its nuclear-weapons 
program, or surrender, cave in and allow 
Iran to retain its 18,500 centrifuges. Years 
from now, when an Islamic terrorist blows 
up a suitcase in New York, or when Iran 
launches a nuclear missile at Rome or Tel 
Aviv, it will have happened only because 
a bad deal was made during these defining 
moments.

“Like in a boxing match, Iran’s regime 
is currently on the floor. The count is just 
seconds away from ten. Now is the time 
to step up the pressure and force Iran to 
dismantle its nuclear program. Not to 
let it up. It would be dangerous to lift the 
sanctions and accept a deal which allows 
Iran to retain its entire uranium-production 
line. It would be dangerous because Iran 
would, a year, two, or three from now, 
just turn everything back on and obtain 
a nuclear weapon before the world can 
do anything to stop it. It is not enough to 
shut off the centrifuges. They need to be 

completely dismantled. We call upon the 
West to avoid signing a bad deal.

“Israel’s responsibility is to ensure the 
security of its citizens and that is exactly 
what we will do. We will never outsource 
our security.”

On the Palestinian issue, defense minister 
Moshe Ya’alon took the lead:

“There is no need to fear threats of 
whether there will or won’t be a Third 
Intifada. We have been in an open and 
ongoing conflict [with the Palestinians], 
which as far as the Palestinians are 
concerned does not end in 1967 lines. 
There is Sheikh Munis, [their name for] Tel 
Aviv, Majdal, [their name for] Ashkelon. 
We got out of the Gaza Strip and they 
continue to attack us. They raise their 
youth to believe that Haifa and Acre are 
Palestinian ports and more. There is no sign 
of compromise here ...We will have to be 
smart, and not fear threats of whether there 
will or won’t be a third intifada.”

I wrote before the last presidential 
election that, should Obama win a second 
term, “Israel’s troubles will really begin.” 
At the president’s second inauguration, I 
predicted that he, “freed from reelection 
constraints, can finally express his early 
anti-Zionist views after a decade of 
political positioning. Watch for a markedly 
worse tone from the second Obama 
administration toward the third Netanyahu 
government.”

That moment is now upon us.

Daniel Pipes is president of the Middle East Forum.

Source: National Review Online

Kerry & Netanyahu – “No deal is better than a bad deal”.
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Mideast Nuclear Holocaust What would an Iranian-Israeli nuclear exchange be like?
Raymond Ibrahim

After constant 
exposure to 

critically important 
news, it begins to 
lose all meaning 
and sense of 

urgency.   Hearing the same warnings over 
and over again—especially when the status 
quo seems static—can cause  a certain 
desensitization, a resigned apathy that 
ignores the warnings in the wishful hope 
that they won’t materialize.   This hope 
becomes more optimistic (and passive) 
with each passing day that the warnings 
do not materialize.   That’s what Prime 
Minister Binyamin Netanyahu tried to 
counter in his speech at the United Nations 
on October 2.

One of the most evident examples 
of this phenomenon is the threat of a 
nuclear Iran.   For years, the international 
community has been hearing about Iran’s 
pursuit of nuclear weapons; for years, the 
world has been hearing Iran make bold, 
genocidal threats—most notoriously, 
that it will wipe the state of Israel off the 
map. But so far, Iran reportedly still has 
no nukes, and no large attack has been 
launched on Israel.   Thus, many have 
become desensitized to the situation—
including those charged with ensuring that 
a nuclear Iran never becomes a reality. 

But that reality has never been closer, 
as we are warned in Noah Beck’s recent 
novel,  The Last Israelis. It is our current 
proximity to apocalyptic war that makes 
Beck’s doomsday warning about a nuclear 
Iran so compelling. If the worst comes 
to pass, this chilling attempt to rouse the 
West from its torpor could turn out to be 
that final, horribly prophetic alert that went 
unheeded.

Much of the public is conditioned by 
the mainstream media and government to 
focus on the short-term—U.S. presidents 
tend to concentrate only on matters 
pressing during their tenure—and rarely 
ever on longer-term issues or threats. Thus, 
a nuclear holocaust in the Middle East 
seems unrealistic.  Add to this the fact that 
virtually all nations with nukes have never 
used them, and one can see why a certain 
apathy prevails when it comes to the idea of 
a nuclear Iran.

But Iran is different.   Its Shiite 
leaders believe that at the end of times, 
a 9th-century prophet, the 12th Imam, 
will reappear to kill all the infidels and 
raise the flag of Islam in all four corners 
of the world. Reza Kahlili, a former 
CIA operative in Iran’s Revolutionary 
Guards,  reported last year  on the 
apocalyptic statements from Iran’s 
Supreme Leader, Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, 
who dictates Iran’s nuclear policy. 
Khamenei’s statements, which were carried 

by Iranian state media, proclaimed that 
“The issue of Imam Mahdi is of utmost 
importance, and his reappearance has been 
clearly stated in our holy religion of Islam.

We must study and remind ourselves of 
the end of times and Imam Mahdi’s era... 
We must prepare the environment for the 
coming so that the great leader will come.” 

Kahlili also translated Iranian news 
reports from last June  suggesting that 
Iran’s newly elected president, Hassan 
Rouhani (the so-called “moderate”), shares 
Khamenei’s views. The reports quote 
Rouhani thanking the Islamic messiah for 
his June 15th electoral victory.

The Islamic theocracy 
ruling Iran believes 

that apocalyptic 
scenarios are necessary 
before Islam’s savior, 

the Mahdi, or “Hidden 
Imam,” returns.

Indeed, the Islamic theocracy ruling Iran 
believes that apocalyptic scenarios are 
necessary before Islam’s savior, the Mahdi, 
or “Hidden Imam,” returns (including a 
prophecy that Muslims must slay all Jews 
before he returns); believes that death in 
the jihad results in instant paradise for the 
“martyr”; believes the oft recited Islamist 
sentiment that “Muslims love death as 
Westerners love life”—a sentiment that has 
manifested itself in reality all too often by 
young Muslim men and women sacrificing 
their lives to become suicide bombers that 
kill Americans, Israelis, and many others. 

In short, Iran has a worldview that is 
markedly different than the one that guides 
Western decision-making.  Unlike nuclear-
armed Western secular democracies, 
a nuclear Islamic supremacist regime 
in Iran is much more prone to use 
the devastating weapons.   Thus, the 
situation  is  serious,  is  urgent, and, as the 
United Nations refuses to act decisively, 
could trigger a holocaust that sees millions 
of innocent people—Israelis and Iranians 
alike—wiped out overnight. 

What would such a nightmare 
scenario be like?

As a powerful, well-researched 
novel, The Last Israelis provides a gripping 
answer, and helps to neutralize the 
desensitization and/or apathy to a nuclear 
Iran by depicting an all too real scenario of 
what a nuclear Iran could ultimately mean 
for the region and the world.

The narrative follows the lives of an 
Israeli submarine crew.   After news that 
Iran has achieved nuclear status vis-à-vis 
an impotent or indifferent West, they 
are yanked from loved ones during an 
interrupted and all too brief shore leave, 
and sent on a mission possibly to retaliate 
with submarine-launched nuclear ballistic 
missiles, if a nuclear strike is launched 
against Israel.   Halfway through their 
mission, the submariners lose contact 
with base command and the ambiguity 
surrounding those circumstances—
and what they could imply—creates 
palpable tension and conflict among the 
crewmembers.

What follows among the crew is a very 
philosophical—though all too human—
debate over what they should do, as it 
is now up to them to decide the fate of 
millions:

If the final communication from 
headquarters states that Israel was 
“attacked on all fronts,” and that 
naval command was hit and “in crisis 
management mode,” what did that mean 
for the rest of the country that had been 
“attacked on all fronts?”  What did it mean 
for [the submariners’] loved ones?...And 
what did it mean to decide to do something 
that would kill millions of human beings 
in just a few hours?   Each submariner 
struggled with these weighty questions, 
trying to decide for himself what was the 
most appropriate course of action under the 

circumstances.

The nuanced debates are particularly 
interesting because Beck’s crew is as 
heterogeneous and complex as the Israeli 
society that they defend, including a 
Vietnamese-Israeli, an Arab-Israeli Druze, 
an Ethiopian-Israeli, and a Christian 
Israeli.   Based on their individual 
backgrounds, upbringings, and most 
importantly, experiences, this motley crew 
offers dramatically different perspectives—
from the hawkish to the dovish—that 
reflect the diverse views that one finds in a 
debate-driven democracy like Israel. 

Besides issuing an urgent warning,  The 
Last Israelis  is so grounded in history and 
current events—including real people, 
places, and events—that it provides an 
entertaining way to become educated about 
the Middle East in general, and the conflict 
between Israel and Iran in particular.

And in one crucial respect, this book is 
no fiction: a nuclear armed Iran is very bad 
news, not just for Israel, as many think, but 
for the whole region and stability of the 
world.  Therefore, the world is obligated to 
act now to ensure that the horrific scenario 
recounted in The Last Israelis never comes 
to pass.

Raymond Ibrahim is author of  Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians

Source: Arutz Sheva

Check your local bookstore for “Crucified Again”
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Nigeria: Where Jihad and Christian Persecution  
Run Rampant
By Raymond Ibrahim 

Many around the world were recently made aware—
got a small glimpse—of the Islamic jihad that 

plagues northern Nigeria, at the hands of Boko Haram, 
an organization dedicated to eradicating Christianity and 
enforcing the totality of Sharia law.

Last Sunday, September 29, around 1 a.m. Islamic 
terrorists dressed in Nigerian military uniforms invaded an 
agricultural college, shooting students as they slept in their 
dorms, killing a total of some 50 students.

As with the Islamic assaults in Kenya and Pakistan from 
the previous weekend—the former on a mall, the latter on 
a Christian church, leaving a combined total of nearly 200 
people dead and hundreds injured—this latest jihadi attack 
in Nigeria is, far from an aberration, simply the latest in 
a tremendously long list of jihadi atrocities, most often 
targeting Christians.

Indeed, when it comes to Nigeria, it is difficult just 
keeping up with the atrocities—so frequent, sometimes 
daily, are they.

Thus the day before the agricultural college attack, in 
Kaduna state, Nigeria, Muslim herdsmen slaughtered 15 
Christians. And the day before that, Islamic militants killed 
a Christian pastor and his son, torched their church in 
Dorawa, and killed another 28 people.

Jihadi attacks on schools and colleges are actually 
common. In July, 40 Christians were killed in an attack on 
a boarding school in Yobe state, Nigeria. The dormitory 
was set on fire in the attack and those fleeing gunned 
down. A month earlier, 16 other students were shot dead in 
attacks on a secondary school in Yobe and another school 
in Borno.

One year ago, in October 2012, Boko Haram jihadis 
stormed the Federal Polytechnic College, “separated the 
Christian students from the Muslim students, addressed 
each victim by name, questioned them, and then proceeded 
to shoot them or slit their throat,” killing up to 30 
Christians.

This business of separating Muslims from “infidels” and 
releasing the former occurs with regular occurrence during 
jihadi attacks (inasmuch as it is good to kill an infidel, it 
is bad to kill a fellow Muslim, according to Islamic law). 
Thus, the weekend before this most recent terror attack in 
Nigeria, after jihadis in Kenya had raided a packed mall, 
they, too, made it a point to differentiate between Muslims 
and non-Muslims before initiating the carnage.

While the religious identity of those slaughtered in the 

recent college attack is still not clear—most often, Boko 
Haram targets Christians and elements of the Nigerian 
government but Muslims are also sometimes killed as 
collateral—in the context of separating people according to 
religion, it is interesting to note that one surviving student 
told Reuters, “They started gathering students into groups 
outside, then they opened fire and killed one group and 
then moved onto the next group and killed them. It was so 
terrible.”

Furthermore, the Associated Press reported that some of 
those killed were found with their “hands clasped under the 
chin, as if in prayer”—Christian prayer, that is, as Muslims 
do not pray with hands clasped under their chins.

That said, to a purist group like Boko Haram, Muslims 
who intermingle with Christians or who accept Western 
education, are apostate infidels, also worthy of death. 
Indeed, quite true to its name, “Boko Haram”—or 
“Western Education is a Sin”—recently declared, 
“Teachers who teach western education? We will kill them! 
We will kill them in front of their students, and tell the 
students to henceforth study the Quran.”

Most recently a new report confirms that Boko Haram 
has “bombed, burned, or attacked” 50 churches in Nigeria 
since January 2012; 366 people—the overwhelming 
majority of whom were Christian—were killed in just these 
church attacks alone. Boko Haram has also engaged in 
“31 separate attacks on Christians or [southern Nigerians] 
perceived to be Christian, killing at least 166 persons; 
23 targeted attacks on clerics or senior Islamic figures 
critical of Boko Haram, killing at least 60 persons; and 21 
attacks on ‘un-Islamic’ institutions or persons engaged in 
‘un-Islamic’ behavior, killing at least 74.”

Boko Haram’s attacks on half of Nigeria’s population—
the Christians—is so widespread and frequent that not one 
month ever passes without several atrocities appearing in 
my monthly Muslim Persecution of Christians series. Here, 
for instance, are some of the attacks Boko Haram launched 
on Christians from the last report I compiled, for the month 
of July, 2013, alone:

Islamic terrorists set off four bombs planted near three 
Protestant churches in Kano city, killing at least 45 people.

Growing numbers of Christian girls in Muslim-majority 
areas, where the Islamic group, Boko Haram holds sway, 
are being abducted, kept in the homes of Muslim leaders 
and forced to renounce their faith. Last year, Boko Haram 
had declared that it would begin doing precisely this—

kidnap Christian women—as a way “to strike fear into the 
Christians of the power of Islam.”

At least 28 were killed in a series of explosions 
throughout a Christian neighborhood in the Muslim-
majority northern city of Kano. The attacks happened 
in the evening while people were out “to enjoy the area’s 
nightlife.”

At least 30 Christian men, women and children were 
slain in three villages in southern Plateau state by Islamic 
extremists, some of whom are suspected to be from outside 
of Nigeria; they raided the villages massacring all in sight 
and burning down approximately 100 Christian homes.

Islamic gunmen raided Dinu, a Christian village on an 
early Sunday morning, before church services, as happens 
frequently, and slaughtered six Christians, a month after 
Muslim Fulani herdsmen shot another Christian to death 
in a nearby village and destroyed the churches of four 
villages.

Again, the above anecdotes are from the month of July 
alone (for more, see the Nigerian sections in Crucified 
Again: Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians, 
especially pgs. 70-75).

The lesson of last Sunday’s jihadi attack on an 
agricultural college in Nigeria is one and the same with the 
lesson of the jihadi attacks from the previous weekend on 
a Pakistani church and a Kenyan mall: all these attacks are 
but the tip of the iceberg of widespread Islamic hostility 
for and violence against non-Muslim “infidels,” Christians 
chief among them.

That the Obama administration still refuses to list Boko 
Haram as a foreign terrorist organization (even though 
Boko Haram is now directing threats at the United States); 
and that the Obama administration threatens the Nigerian 
government when it responds to the Jihadis with force 
(warning it not to violate the “human rights” of Boko 
Haram) is a reminder why the viral, international jihad—in 
Nigeria, Kenya, Pakistan, ad infinitum—is so little known 
in the United States, and likely will stay unknown until it 
strikes U.S. borders again.

Raymond Ibrahim is author of the new book “Crucified Again: 
Exposing Islam’s New War on Christians” (Regnery Publishing 2013). A 
Middle East and Islam specialist, he is a Shillman Fellow at the David 
Horowitz Freedom Center and an associate fellow at the Middle East 
Forum.

Source:  Frontpage Magazine 

Egypt: 3 Dead, 18 Injured 
As Muslims Open Fire at 
Another Church

 

According to Dr. Hisham Abdul Hamid of forensics, two of those who were murdered 
were Christian children—two girls; two Marys:  12-year-old Mary Nabil Fahmy, who 

took five shots in the chest, and 8-year-old Mary Ashraf Masih (meaning “Christ”), who 
took a bullet in the back which burst from the front.

Two unidentified gunmen riding motorcycles opened fire on guests exiting the Virgin 
Church, located in Giza. The guests were leaving the church after attending a wedding 
ceremony last Sunday. According to Reverend Justus, the pastor of the church, two girls, 
one 12 year old and the other 8 year old, were killed, and 18 were injured. Reverend 
Justus said the gunmen were masked and were able to flee despite traffic congestion. The 
Director of Giza Security formed a task force to find the gunmen, however, the attack is 
yet to be classified as “criminal” or “terrorist.” 

Two days prior to this latest assault, Muslim Brotherhood protesters smeared another 
church in Egypt with “Egypt is Islamic” graffiti. Egypt has the largest concentration 
of Christians in the Middle East, but tens of thousands have fled the country after 
President Mubarak’s ouster according to human rights activists. There are daily 
reports of violence against the remaining Coptic and other Christian populations 
in Egypt. Since 2010, the political turmoil and ascension of militant Islamic 
governments has led to mass emigration of Christians from the region. Last year, a 
Public Broadcasting Service news report noted that the only Middle-Eastern country 
that has a growing Christian population is Israel. Pray for protection, courage and 
provision to saturate Christian communities in Egypt and across the Middle East.

(Jihad Watch)

8 year old Mary was 

killed when two gunmen 

opened fire on wedding 

guests exiting the Church.
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Israeli Christians Moving in a New Direction
By Joseph Pruder

Israeli Christians surveying the current 
situation faced by Christians throughout 

the Arab Middle East have come to the 
realization that the Jewish State of Israel 
is the only country in the region that 
protects its Christian minority.  It prompted 
a recent conference in Jerusalem titled, 
“Israeli Christians: Breaking Free? The 
Advent of an Independent Christian Voice 
in Israel,”  that took place on Monday, 
September 23, 2013. The speakers 
included Father (Fr.) Gabriel Naddaf, a 
Greek Orthodox priest from Nazareth, 
and spiritual leader of the Israeli Christian 
Recruitment Forum; Lt. (IDF) Shaadi 
Khalloul, spokesman for the Israeli 
Christian Recruitment Forum, and Captain 
(IDF) Bishara Shlayan, the founder of a 
Christian Israeli party.

To some people this Israeli-Christian 
conference was nothing less than historical 
in nature.  Others considered it as perhaps a 
shift of an ancient paradigm. Whatever one 
might choose to call this brave Christian 
group, it is the first time Israeli Christians 
have declared loud and clear “We are 
not Arabs, we are Christians who speak 
Arabic.”

The ongoing turmoil in the Arab 
Middle East, and the possible breakup 
of existing states such as Syria and Iraq, 
have sharpened ethnic and religious 
consciousness among Christians and Kurds, 
who seek to retain their identity. That is 
also true of Lebanese Christians who reject 
the notion of being Arab. 1,400 years of 
Arab conquest and subjugation obscured 
the fact that Arabism and Islam were 
imposed in the Seventh Century C.E. on the 
non-Arab majority of people of the Middle 
East by hordes of Arab raiders from the 
Arabian Peninsula.

Forced into the language and culture of 
the conquering Arabs, millions of Aramaic-
speaking people adopted Arabic.   Further 
millions were either forced to accept Islam 
by the sword, or in order to maintain status 
and position, sought conversion to Islam. 
In the intervening centuries those who 

stuck to their identity as Christians and 
Jews were persecuted, or at best tolerated 
as the “people of the Book.” Christians and 
Jews were “dhimified,” namely, second-
class citizens, who became dependent on 
the protection of a benevolent Muslim 
Monarch or Sheikh. It is this legacy of 
cowering before the intimidating power of 
the Muslim majority demanding Christian 
loyalty in exchange for protection from 
persecution that made Christians in the 
Middle East cast away their non-Arab 
identities. Thus, most non-Arab Christian 
Egyptian Copts, Lebanese, Palestinians, 
and Syrians somehow became Arabs.

Keeping in mind the history of Christians 
in the region, and speaking first, Fr. 
Naddaf declared, “I am here to open 
the public’s eyes, if we want to refrain 
from lying to our own souls and to the 
general public, we must say clearly and 
unwaveringly:  enough!”   Fr. Naddaf went 
on to say, “The Christian public wants 
to integrate into Israeli society, against 
the wishes of its old leadership. There are 
those who keep pushing us to the margins, 
keeping us the victims of a nationalism 
(Arab nationalism) that is not our own, and 
of a conflict that has nothing to do with us.”

Fr. Naddaf has been condemned and 
ostracized by the Christian establishment, 
and particularly by the higher clergy. He 
and his friends have received death threats 
from Arab politicians. Fr. Naddaf’s “sins” 
include his support for young Israeli 
Christians joining the Israel Defense 
Forces (IDF) or their performing national 
service. Fr. Naddaf is a unique and special 
friend of the Jewish state in a region where 
Christian clergy gain legitimacy only when 
they support their Arab state’s anti-Israel 
propaganda. Often times this is expressed in 
the World Council of Churches and Middle 
East Council of Churches condemnation of 
Israel for alleged oppression of Palestinians.

At the conference, Fr. Naddaf articulated 
the deep connections the Christians have 
to the land of Israel. He referred to the fact 
that here in Israel Jesus Christ’s doctrine 

first emerged. He pointed out that the 
Christian faith came out of the Jewish 
faith and its biblical roots. He quoted the 
founder of the Israeli Christian Recruitment 
Forum, Maj. Ihab Shlayan who said, “The 
Christians will not be made into hostages, 
or allow themselves to be controlled by 
those who wish to impose their nationality, 
religion and way of life upon us. We will 
not agree to hide behind the groups that 
control the streets. We want to live in Israel 
—  brothers in arms  and brothers in peace. 
We want to stand guard and serve as the 
first line of defense in this Holy Land, the 
Land of Israel.”

In closing, Fr. Naddaf said, “We have 
broken through the  barrier of fear. The 
time has come to prove our loyalty, pay our 
dues and demand our rights.” Despite the 
hardships he and his group of Christians 
face, he is committed to continue his work 
on behalf of Christian integration into 
Israeli society. “Because the State of Israel 
is our heart, Israel is a holy state, a strong 
state, and its people, Jews and Christians 
alike are united under one covenant.”

Next to speak was Lt. Shaadi Khalloul 
of Gush Halav (Jish), a mixed Maronite-
Christian and Jewish village in the Galilee.   
He has fought the Israeli Ministry of 
Interior to recognize his community as 
Aramaic Christians. An officer in the IDF 
Paratroopers Brigade, Khalloul believes 
that the way to integrate into Israeli society 
is through serving in the IDF, which he 
describes as a “melting pot.” Another way 
is through education. It seems that Israel’s 
Christian population is unaware of its own 
history, and has adopted the history of 
the Arabs and Islam. Khalloul said, “The 
typical Christian student thinks he belongs 
to the Arab people and the Islamic nation, 
instead of speaking to the people of whom 
he truly shares his  roots  – the Jewish 
people, whose origins are in the land of 
Israel.”

Remarking on the notion of a “state of all 
its citizens’ vs. a Jewish-democratic state, 
Khalloul said that he preferred a Jewish 

state that takes care of its citizens over a 
state governed by all its citizens, without a 
Jewish identity.

Speaking last, Sea Captain Bishara 
Shlayan, 58, of Nazareth, initiated a drive 
to create a new Christian Israeli political 
party called Bnei Ha’brit (Allies party). 
He explained, “We were raised on Arab 
political parties, the Communists, and then 
the national Democratic Assembly. In time, 
I realized where these Arab parties were 
taking us – only against Israel.” Shlayan 
recounted that in his youth he received a 
red flag, and today he said, “Our children 
are being raised on the Green flag, and 
on anti-Israel culture.” In a Jerusalem 
Post  interview (7/16/2013) Shlayan said, 
“I want people to raise the Israeli flag,” 
and added that his first project would be to 
change the educational curriculum in the 
Arab sector so that children are taught to be 
proud of the Israeli flag.

At the turn of the 20th Century, Christians 
comprised over 20% of the population 
in the Middle East. Today, they account 
for less than 5%. The one place where the 
Christian community has seen growth is in 
Israel. In 1948, the Christian community 
numbered 34,000.   In 2013, it stood at 
over 158,000.   Although the annual growth 
rate among Christian Israelis is low (1.3%) 
due to its urban concentration, high 
academic achievements, late marriages and 
low birthrates, the community’s future is far 
more secure than elsewhere in the Middle 
East.

It may only be a small group of Israeli 
Christians that have broken free and are 
seeking a new direction for the Christian 
community that is threatened throughout 
the region. It is nevertheless, a brave 
new start that is bound to gain steam as 
Christians in particular are victimized 
throughout the region by radicalized 
Muslim majorities.

Source: Frontpage Magazine
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An Israeli Soldier to American Jews: 
Wake up!
By Hen Mazzig

As a young Israeli who had just completed 
five years of service in the IDF, I looked 

forward to my new job educating people 
in the Pacific Northwest about Israel. I was 
shocked, however, by the anti-Israel bigotry 
and hostility I encountered, especially in the 
greater Seattle area, Oregon, and Berkeley. I 
had been very liberal, a member of the leftist 
Zionist party, Meretz, but the anti-Semitism 
and hatred for Israel that I have seen in the 
U.S. has changed my outlook personally and 
politically.

This year, from January through May, I 
went to college campuses, high schools, and 
churches to tell people about the history of 
modern Israel, about my experience growing 
up in the Jewish state, and about my family. I 
also always spoke about my military service 
as an officer in an IDF COGAT unit that 
attends to the needs of Palestinian civilians 
who are not involved in the conflict and 
promotes Palestinian civil society. Each 
time I would speak and take questions for 
an hour or more. I have shared my personal 
story with over 16,000 people at many, 
many college campuses and high schools, 
including UC Berkeley, Stanford, the 
University of Washington, Seattle University 
and many others. Many of those to whom I 
spoke were supportive, friendly, and open to 
hearing about my Israel. But, sadly, far too 
many were not.

When I served as a soldier in the West 
Bank, I got used to having ugly things said 
to me, but nothing prepared me for the 
misinformation, demonization of Israel, and 
the gut-wrenching, anti-Israel, anti-Semitic 
hostility expressed by many students, 
professors, church members, and even 
some high school students right here in the 
Pacific Northwest.

I was further shocked by how unaware 
the organized Jewish community is and 
how little they are actually doing to counter 
this rising anti-Semitism, which motivated 
me to write this article.

This new form of bigotry against Israel 
has been called the “new anti-Semitism,” 
with “Israel” replacing “Jew” in traditional 
anti-Semitic imagery and canards, singling 
out and discriminating against the Jewish 
state, and denying the Jewish people alone 
the right to self-determination. The new 
anti-Semitism is packaged in the Boycott, 
Divestment and Sanctions campaign (BDS), 
which claims to champion Palestinian 
rights though its real goal is to erode 
American support for Israel, discredit 

Jews who support Israel, and pave the way 
for eliminating the Jewish state. One of 
BDS’ central demands is the “complete 
right of return” for all the descendants of 
the original Palestinian refugees, subtle 
language that means the end of Israel as 
the Jewish homeland because it would turn 
Israel into a Palestinian-Arab majority state.

It is surprising that an extremist group 
like BDS is ever taken seriously, but BDS 
advocates have found receptive audiences 
in some circles. Their campaigns are 
well organized and in many cases, well 
financed. They have lobbied universities, 
corporations, food co-ops, churches, 
performing artists, labor unions, and 
other organizations to boycott Israel and 
companies that do business with Israel. 
But even if these groups don’t agree to 
treat Israel as a pariah state, the BDS 
activists manage to spread their anti-Israel 
misinformation, lies and prejudice simply 
by forcing a debate based on their false 
claims about Israel.

To give you a taste of the viciousness of 
the BDS attacks, let me cite just a few of the 
many shocking experiences I have had. At a 
BDS event in Portland, a professor from a 
Seattle university told the assembled crowd 
that the Jews of Israel have no national rights 
and should be forced out of the country. 
When I asked, “Where do you want them 
to go?” she calmly answered, “I don’t care. 
I don’t care if they don’t have any place 
else to go. They should not be there.” When 
I responded that she was calling for ethnic 
cleansing, both she and her supporters denied 
it. And during a presentation in Seattle, I 
spoke about my longing for peace between 
Israel and the Palestinians. When I was done, 
a woman in her 60’s stood up and yelled at 
me, “You are worse than the Nazis. You are 
just like the Nazi youth!” A number of times 
I was repeatedly accused of being a killer, 
though I have never hurt anyone in my life. 
On other occasions, anti-Israel activists 
called me a rapist. The claims go beyond 
being absurd – in one case, a professor asked 
me if I knew how many Palestinians have 
been raped by IDF forces. I answered that 
as far as I knew, none. She triumphantly 
responded that I was right, because, she said, 
“You IDF soldiers don’t rape Palestinians 
because Israelis are so racist and disgusted by 
them that you won’t touch them.”

Such irrational accusations are 
symptomatic of dangerous anti-Semitism. 
Yet, alarmingly, most mainstream American 

Jews are completely oblivious to this ugly 
movement and the threat it poses. They seem 
to be asleep, unaware that this anti-Jewish 
bigotry is peddled on campuses, by speakers 
in high schools, churches, and communities, 
and is often deceptively camouflaged in the 
rhetoric of human rights.

The American Jewish community and 
its leaders are not providing a united front 
to combat this latest threat. Unfortunately, 
this repeats a pattern of Jewish communal 
groups failing to unite in a timely way to 
counter threats against us individually and 
as a community.

Shockingly, a small but very vocal 
number of Jews actively support BDS. 
They often belong to organizations that 
prominently include “Jewish” in their 
names, like Jewish Voice for Peace, to give 
cover to BDS and the anti-Semitism that 
animates it. A question that we, as a Jewish 
community must ask ourselves, is whether 
it is ever appropriate to include and accept 
Jews who support BDS and directly or 
indirectly advocate the ultimate elimination 
of the Jewish State of Israel.

I think it is not.

My experiences in America have changed 
me. I never expected to encounter such 
hatred and lies. I never believed that such 
anti-Semitism still existed, especially in the 
U.S. I never knew that the battlefield was 
not just Gaza, the West Bank, and hostile 
Middle Eastern countries wanting to destroy 
Israel and kill our citizens and soldiers. It is 
also here in America, where a battle must be 
waged against prejudice and lies.

I implore American Jews: do more.

Israel cannot fight this big battle 
alone. If you are affiliated with a Jewish 
organization, let it know you want it 
to actively, openly and unequivocally 
oppose the BDS campaign and those who 
support it. Inform yourself, your friends 
and families, by visiting websites of 
organizations like StandWithUs, Jewish 
Virtual Library, AIPAC, AJC and others that 
will update you and provide information 
about BDS and anti-Semitism.

I urge the organized Jewish community 
and its members to wake up and stand 
up for the Jewish state of and for all it 
represents, and for all it works to achieve in 
the United States.

Hen Mazzig is the Campus Coordinator for 
Stand With Us’ Pacific Northwest chapter in the US.

Saudis Plan 
‘major shift’ 
Away from U.S.

By Aaron Klein

 

Saudi Arabia’s 
intelligence chief, 

Prince Bandar bin 
Sultan, said his country will make a 
“major shift” away from its relationship 
with the United States in protest over 
President Obama’s dialogue with Iran and 
inaction in Syria, the Jerusalem Post is 
reporting.

Earlier this month, WND was first to 
report that Saudi Arabia and other Sunni 
Arab countries, responding to Obama’s 
diplomatic outreach to Iran, are exploring 
closer relationships with China and Russia 
at the expense of the U.S.

According to a senior Jordanian diplomat 
speaking to WND at the time, the Kingdom 
of Jordan also participated in a meeting 
with high-level Saudi officials to discuss 
the ramifications of Obama’s phone call 
with Iranian President Hassan Rohani.

The Arab countries expressed deep 
concern about talk of the U.S. easing ties 
with foe Iran.

In the meeting, the leaders discussed 
having the Saudis and other Sunni Arab 
nations offer Russia and China larger roles 
in diplomacy and trade, including better oil 
deals.

Now the Jerusalem Post is quoting a 
source close to Saudi policy saying that 
Sultan told European diplomats about the 
coming shift in Riyadh’s longstanding U.S. 
ties, including possible changes to oil deals 
and arms sales.

“The shift away from the U.S. is a major 
one,” the source was quoted as saying. 
“Saudi doesn’t want to find itself any 
longer in a situation where it is dependent.

“Prince Bandar told diplomats that he 
plans to limit interaction with the U.S.,” the 
source continued. “This happens after the 
U.S. failed to take any effective action on 
Syria and Palestine.

The source said relations with the U.S. 
“have been deteriorating for a while, as 
Saudi feels that the U.S. is growing closer 
with Iran and the U.S. also failed to support 
Saudi during the Bahrain uprising.”

The source said the changes extend to 
arms purchases and oil sales.

“All options are on the table now, and for 
sure there will be some impact,” the Saudi 
source said.

Aaron Klein is WND’s senior staff reporter and 
Jerusalem bureau chief. He also hosts “Aaron Klein 
Investigative Radio” on New York’s WABC Radio. 
Follow Aaron on Twitter and Facebook. 

Source: World Net Daily (WND)

Prince Bandar and Putin
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Still Chasing an Elusive Peace

During the early morning hours of Wed. 
October, 30, Israel kept its word and 

released another 26 Palestinian prisoners 
in ongoing efforts to get the stalled Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks moving again. That 
this second phase of a planned four-stage 
release occurred under cover of darkness, 
and out of the public eye when most Israelis 
were asleep, was probably intentional 
since a majority of Israelis believe their 
government is on a fool’s errand. They 
can’t understand how any government, 
let alone theirs, given all that Jews have 
suffered in recent years, would release cold 
blooded murderers: individuals who, given 
the chance, are just as likely to kill again.

Israeli prime minister, Benjamin 
Netanyahu, called this latest decision “one 
of the hardest” he has ever made. He finally 
signed off on the release by going against 
his own moral compass and the rising tide 
of dissent that opposes the release of any 
terrorist convicted of murder in a court 
of law.  As one media outlet put it: the 
“terrorists set free had murdered Jews young 
and old, including an elderly Holocaust 
survivor, at close range using guns, knives, 
axes and ropes.” (Arutz Sheva). 

By now, most Israelis are tired of 
these one-sided goodwill “gestures” 
which are never reciprocated, and which 
inevitably lead either to more demands or a 
catastrophic outcome. For example, Israel’s 
total withdrawal from Gaza in August, 
2005, was an incredibly painful gesture 
made at the expense of more than 8000 
Israeli residents of Gaza, good people who 
were forcibly removed from their homes 
and communities in Gaza by their own 
army and police forces. 

Because this ethnic cleansing was so 
painful and heart-wrenching, it was argued 
at the time that this amazing unilateral 
gesture by Israel would prove to the world 
- once and for all - that Israel really did 
want a lasting peace with her Palestinian 
neighbors; however, the vacuum left by 
Israel was quickly filled by the political and 
military wings of Hamas, Israel’s sworn 
enemy, under whose auspices abandoned 
Israeli greenhouses soon became new 
training grounds for terrorists and fresh 
launch pads for rockets fired at Israel. Not 
surprisingly, eight years later, the world 
continues to demand more gestures from 
Israel, but asks none from the other side!

What history shows is that these gestures 
of Israeli goodwill, instead of leading to 
peace, have brought only more bloodshed.  
Arutz Sheva, one of Israel’s premier news 
agencies, calls Israel’s tragic recent history 
a “catalogue of atrocities, the majority of 
which involved the murder of civilians 

carried out at close range. Each of the 
crimes shook Israel, and was the front page 
headline of Israel’s newspapers at the time 
it happened.”

It’s said that time heals all wounds. 
I’m sure that those who lost loved ones 
where each of these atrocities is concerned 
would beg to differ with this old adage. 
If anything, the release by the Israeli 
government of murderers whose despicable 
actions robbed them of the love and 
companionship of relatives and friends 
forever has not only thrown salt into old 
wounds, it has caused fresh ones.

Here is a partial list of those released 
along with the crimes they committed 
– as a “gesture” to the P.A. (Palestinian 
Authority) - what Arutz Sheva calls A List 
of Monsters:

Kassem Hazem Shabir murdered 
Holocaust survivor Yitzhak Rotenberg 
Hy”d. Rotenberg, a Polish Jew, was sent 
to the Sobibor concentration camp with his 
family when he was a teenager but managed 
to escape from the camp and to fight in the 
ranks of the Partisan underground. He was 
also interred by the British in Cyprus before 
reaching Palestine. He joined the IDF and 
took part in the War of independence. He 
worked in construction.

At age 67, as he was fixing a floor in 
Petach Tikva, Hazem and another terrorist 
attacked him from behind with axe blows to 
the back of his head. He died two days later. 
Hazem’s accomplice was released in the 
previous batch of terror prisoners. Rotenberg 
was survived by his wife and son.

Alabed Hilmi Amawi murdered Yigal 
Vaknin Hy”d, 22, in 1993, just before the 
Yom Kippur fast. Vaknin’s body was found 

in an orchard near Moshav Basra, where he 
lived and worked. He was survived by his 
parents and eight brothers and sisters.

Awad Masalkha took part in the murder 
of Yigal Vaknin Hy”d and also murdered 
another Jew, David Reuven Hy”d, an 
Iraqi-born father of three who ran a 
mini-market in Petach Tikva. In 1991, 

Awad and other terrorists entered the 
mini-market, attacked Reuven, tied him up 
and beat him to death. He was 59.

Ahmed Damuni murdered reservist 
soldier Amnon Pomerantz Hy”d in 1970. 
Pomerantz was on his way to reserve service 
in Gaza when he entered the Al Burej 
neighborhood by mistake. He was pummeled 
with rocks, murdered, and his body was 
burned inside his car. He was 46. He was 
survived by his wife and three children.

Sharif Abu-Dahila murdered his 
employer of 15 years, Avi Osher Hy”d, 
in 1991. Osher, who was 40, managed 
the date grove at Moshav Masua. Sharif 
stabbed Osher to death and hid his body in 
a vineyard. Osher was survived by his wife 
and two children.

Mustafa Ganimat and Ziyad Ganimat 
gunned down Meir Ben Yair, 33, and 
Michal Cohen, 32, Hy”d, at the Masu’a 
Forest, in 1985. Ben Yair was survived by a 
wife and two children. Cohen was survived 
by a husband, two children, parents, a 
brother and a sister.

Al-Afu Shakir murdered IDF soldier 
Akiva Shaltiel Hy”d, 21, in April of 1985. 
Shakir and other terrorists abducted Shaltiel 
as he was making his way from his base 
in Samaria to Rosh Haayin. His body was 
discovered near Beit Aryeh. He was survived 
by his parents and five brothers and sisters.

Mahmoud Haga murdered Yosef Shirazi 
Hy”d. Haga and another terrorist managed 
to swim from Aqaba, Jordan, to Eilat, in 
May, 1992. Shirazi, who was employed as 
a security guard for the Hebrew Unversity’s 
marine biology research center, received 
word of suspicious movements outisde the 
research center and went out to check the 
premises. The terrorists gunned him down 
at short range.

Muhammad Mukabal murdered Yaakov 
Shalom Hy”d, 40, in 1990. Mukabal and 
his accomplice in the stabbing murder were 
both employed by Shalom at the kitchen 
of the Ein Kerem Inn, which Shalom 
owned. He was survived by his mother, two 
daughters, and three siblings.

Haza Yusef and Abdullah Bani-Hassan 
murdered Yosef Eliyahu and Leah 
Elmakayes Hy”d, two teachers, in 1985. 
The teachers were preparing a field trip for 
their pupils in the Gilboa area, when they 
were accosted by the terrorists. Eliyahu, 
35, married and a father of five, was shot 
at close range, and Elmakayis, 19, was 
strangled to death. She had been a National 
Service volunteer. She left behind her 
parents and three siblings.

Yousef Abdel Hajj murdered Genia 
Friedman Hy”d, 41 years old, in 1992. He 
stabbed her to death as she walked down a 
main street in Kfar Saba. Abdel Hajj also 
stabbed and injured her father and two other 
people.

Ahmed Abdel Aziz, Usama Abu Hanana 
and Muhammad Turkeman murdered 
Motti Bitton Hy”d, 32, in 1992. Biton, 
who lived in Ganim, was buying items in 

an Arab-owned store in northern Samaria 
when the terrorists came in, shot him and 
blew up an explosive charge. His wife, 
Molly, fired at the terrorists and they 
escaped.

Abed Rabbo Issa murdered Ron Levy, 
23, and his girlfriend Revital Seri, 22, who 
were hiking in northern Mount Hevron in 
1984, near the Cremisan monastery. Issa 
tied them with ropes, put sacks on their 
heads and shot them.

Massoud Amar murdered Ian Feinberg 
Hy”d, 30, a lawyer involved with economic 
development in Gaza. In 1993, he was 
conducting a business meeting in Gaza 
when terrorists burst into the room and 
told the other Arabs there to leave. They 
murdered Feinberg with axe blows and 
gunshots. He was survived by his wife and 
three children.

Asrar Samarian and Musa Kara’an Musa 
murdered Tzvi Klein, 44, a mathematician 
and educator, who lived in Ofra. In 1991, 
they fired on his vehicle when he was 
travelling from Jerusalem to Ofra, fatally 
injuring him. He was survived by his wife 
and three children. 

Ali Hader Razak killed IDF soldier Guy 
Friedman Hy”d in Bethlehem in 1990, in a 
terror attack that involved explosive charges 
planted at the entrance to the military 
governor’s building. Guy was 19. He was 
survived by his parents and two brothers.

Ibrahim Muhammad Nasser and 
Muhammad Rafaa Karaja murdered reservist 
soldier Aharon Avidar Hy”d in 1985, as he 
guarded the customs building in Ramallah. 
Avidar was 29, married, with one daughter.

Footnote: An online survey of 
international media outlets immediately 
following the release showed that many 
carried stories and images of jubilant 
Palestinian crowds surrounding and 
embracing their newly released heroes. 
Curiously, some referred to them as 
“political prisoners” others “inmates.” 
Only a handful of outlets mentioned the 
protesters who waited outside Ofer Prison, 
near Jerusalem, scene of the release. 
Among those demonstrating were relatives 
of the victims, including the sister of Ian 
Feinberg, 30, (listed above) a lawyer who 
was involved with economic development 
in Gaza. He was murdered while on a 
business trip to Gaza in 1993. His sister 
gave an emotional address to the crowd, in 
which she decried the “sale” of Israeli and 
Jewish blood “as a gesture.”

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie is the Managing 
Editor of Israel and Christians Today.

Rev. Dr. John Tweedie

... the release by the Israeli government of 
murderers whose despicable actions robbed them 
of the love and companionship of relatives and 

friends forever, has not only thrown salt into old 
wounds, it has caused fresh ones
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AFTER YEARS OF DELAY, 
Prof. Louis René Beres & Lt. Gen. Thomas McInerney USAF (ret.)

Now, more than five years 
later, in October 2013, 

General Farkash’s view has 
been proven correct. There 

has, of course, been no 
defensive first-strike against 

a steadily nuclearizing 
Iran, and, in consequence, 

the Islamic Republic is 
now likely, within a year 
or two, of being able to 

deploy operationally usable 
nuclear weapons. Naturally, 
if (when?) that happens, the 
preemption option will have 

been lost altogether.

It is now too many years 
of delay and deception for 
anything but far-reaching 
solutions. 

A penetrating analysis and 
must read.

Back in 2008, a US National Intelligence Estimate 
(NIE) stated that Iran had abandoned its original 

plan to acquire nuclear weapons. Although it was widely 
appreciated, even then, that this NIE was incorrect, and 
may also have been advanced as a witting falsehood, the 
document’s net effect was to make it exceedingly difficult 
for Israel to act preemptively against Iran. Accordingly, 
at the time, Major General (Res.) Aharon Ze’evi Farkash, 
former Director of Israeli (IDF) Military Intelligence, had 
warned prophetically: “…the NIE opens the way for Iran 
to achieve its military nuclear ambitions, without any 
interference.”

Now, more than five years later, in October 2013, 
General Farkash’s view has been proven correct. There 
has, of course, been no defensive first-strike against a 
steadily nuclearizing Iran, and, in consequence, the Islamic 
Republic is now likely, within a year or two, of being able 
to deploy operationally usable nuclear weapons. Naturally, 
if (when?) that happens, the preemption option will have 
been lost altogether.

At that conspicuously immobilizing point, the expected 
costs of any preemption would almost certainly exceed the 
expected gains. In other words, at that already too-late date, 
any permissible expression of “anticipatory self-defense” 
will have become irrational.

This is not, however, a jurisprudential issue. International 
law is not a suicide pact. Israel has never been under a 
legal obligation to sit back passively, and quietly await 
annihilation from a country that remains determined to 

destroy it.      

This is, nonetheless, an operational issue. In this 
connection, lawfulness and operational readiness are two 
entirely distinct and discrete considerations. From a purely 
operational standpoint, the US Air Force (USAF) remains 
better prepared to launch any eleventh-hour defensive 
first strikes against Iranian hard targets, than does the 
substantially-smaller Israel Air Force (IAF).

In principle, at least, any residual U.S. expression of 
anticipatory self-defense against Iran could have multiple 
beneficiaries. It could do more than protect Israel from any 
prospective Iranian nuclear aggression, although any such 
protection would clearly be valuable and proper in its own 
right. It could also be in the long-term security interests of 
the United States.

  Left unimpaired, Iranian nuclear assets and materials 
could sometime be shared with certain Iranian surrogate or 
otherwise aligned groups, including Hezbollah, or assorted 
Jihadi organizations. These groups could then uniquely 
threaten the American homeland. In such fearful matters, 
missiles are not the only possible nuclear delivery vehicles 
about which we would need to worry. Armed with “higher-
order” forms of ordnance, anti-American terrorists could 
do just fine with cars, trucks, or ships.

With regard to this still-unobstructed Iranian nuclear 
menace, American and Israeli interests remain essentially 
congruent. But if neither Washington nor Jerusalem should 
display an apt willingness to strike preemptively against a 
potentially genocidal regime in Tehran - now perhaps, at 
least in part, because of a newly-opened Barack Obama 
rapprochement with Iranian President Hassan Rouhani 
- Israel may have no reasonable alternative to   “living 
with” a nuclear Iran. In such complex and problematic 
circumstances, the task in Jerusalem would be to forge a 
durable system of regional nuclear deterrence, one that 
could function reliably in the long-term, even if there 
should sometime occur an Iranian lapse from rationality in 

Conventional weapons will no longer suffice 

to defend if and when nuclear weapons are 

being used.
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WHAT CAn ISRAEL DO ABOuT IRAn? 

strategic decision-making.

Israel has a very capable and sophisticated program for 
ballistic missile defense (BMD), most visibly, the Arrow 
or Hetz. Yet, defending “soft” targets (civilian populations) 
from nuclear attack would require a near 100% reliability 
of interception, and no system of ballistic missile defense 
could ever be dependably “leak proof.” Moreover, as 
already noted, even if Israel’s Arrow could intercept all 
incoming enemy missiles, Iran might still plan to share 
some of its developing nuclear weapons and technologies 
with Hezbollah proxies, or with other threatening 
insurgents

In theory, at least, should the U.S. decide to launch 
preemptive strikes against pertinent Iranian hard targets, its 
strike force could comprise approximately 75 stealth attack 
aircraft – B2s and F22s. Also included would be some 
250 non-stealth F15s, F16s, B52s,  and three carrier battle 
groups. Each carrier battle group could contain over 120 
F18s, and a large inventory of cruise missiles.

The U.S. has over 1000 UAVs for intelligence, 
surveillance, and reconnaissance in the region. These could 
support a decisive campaign to convince Tehran that we 
could hit Iranian nuclear development facilities, command 
and control structures, integrated air defenses, Air Force 
and Navy units, and the pertinent missiles, using over 
2,500 aim points. If Israel’s BMD systems were maximally 
efficient in their expected operational reliability, even an 
irrational Iranian adversary armed with nuclear and/or 
biological weapons could be controlled.

This means that even if Israel’s nuclear deterrent were 
somehow immobilized by an enemy state willing to risk a 
massive “counter-value” Israeli reprisal, that aggressor’s 
first-strike could still be blocked by Arrow. But these 
needed efficiencies are not achievable.

Significantly, to deal with the still-mounting Iranian 
nuclear threat, Israeli planners should not simply assume 
enemy irrationality. Quite  the contrary. Although such 

irrationality could certainly remain a distinct possibility, 
and would therefore need to be considered carefully, it 
is by no means the only cause for strategic concern in 
Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv, and in Washington.

Even a fully rational nuclear Iran could represent a 
significant existential threat. This is because a rational 
adversary could still be subject to misinformation, 
miscalculation, unauthorized firings, cyber-distortions, 
and various corollary forms of electronic, mechanical, or 
computer malfunction.

At this point, however, let us be straightforward. Any 
American willingness to preempt against Iran will already 
have effectively disappeared. If only from the political 
standpoint, it is essentially inconceivable that any American 
president would still resort to any such employment of 
devastating U.S. military force.

Israel, it follows, must take certain immediate and 
far-reaching steps to strengthen and sustain its national 
nuclear deterrence posture.

To be deterred, any rational adversary, including Iran, 
would always need to calculate, inter alia, that Israel’s 
second-strike forces were sufficiently invulnerable to 
first-strike attacks. Facing the Arrow, etc., this adversary 
would now require incrementally more missiles to achieve 
an assuredly destructive first-strike against Israel. The 
Arrow could thus help compel a rational enemy to delay 
any intended first-strike attack against Israel, at least until 
such time as it had calculated a capacity to deploy more 
substantial offensive missile forces.

Hence, the Arrow, even if unsuited for meaningful 
protection of civilian populations, could support Israeli 
deterrence by “buying time.

Israel must continue to develop, test, and implement 
an active defense interception capability to best match 
the growing threat dictated by Iranian nuclearization and 
missile capabilities. It must also take appropriate steps to 
assure relevant decision-makers in Tehran that Israel’s 

nuclear weapons are usable, survivable, and penetration-
capable (able to penetrate Iran’s own active defenses). 
Jerusalem, therefore, will soon have to consider, among 
other things, taking Israel’s bomb out of the “basement.”

In less metaphoric terms, Israel will need to plan to shift 
explicitly from its longstanding policy of deliberate nuclear 
ambiguity, and toward a decisively new policy of selective 
and partial nuclear disclosure. While this fundamental 
shift would not be celebrated in Washington, or in any 
other capital, for that matter, it would still be in Israel’s 
indisputably rational obligation to maintain a credible 
national nuclear deterrence,

To be sure, Iran should never have been allowed 
to proceed, without meaningful interference, toward 
nuclear weapons. Now, however, in the likely absence 
of any eleventh-hour resort to anticipatory self-defense, 
Israel will need to take assorted prudent steps to ensure 
that its indispensable nuclear deterrent is aptly reliable, 
recognizable, and robust.    

LOUIS RENÉ BERES (Ph.D., Princeton, 1971) is Professor of Political 
Science and International Law at Purdue University.   He is the author 
of many major books, monographs, and articles dealing with nuclear 
strategy and nuclear war, and of several   principal Working Papers 
presented at the annual security conference in Herzliya, Israel. Professor 
Beres was Chair of Project Daniel (Israel, PM Sharon, 2003).

THOMAS MCINERNEY ( Lt. General, USAF (Ret.), is a prominent 
military strategist, and a frequent guest on nationally syndicated talk 
shows. Co-author of The Endgame, Winning the War on Terror (with 
Major-General Paul E. Vallely, USA/Ret.), General McInerney is a retired 
assistant vice chief of staff of the U.S. Air Force, and a Fox News Military 
Analyst.
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“Occupied Territories”:  
What About Cyprus, Kashmir, Tibet?
by Douglas Murray

This latest decision - re: a European 
boycott of Israeli products - tells us 
nothing about Israel or the West Bank. 
But it tells us what we need to know about 
the EU.

What about Cyprus? That is just one 
of the questions that Israelis and 

Europeans should be pondering now that 
the European Union has again decided that 
it should dictate Israeli border and security 
policy.

Last week the European Union issued a 
ban on funding of, or cooperation with, any 
Israeli institutions that are shown to operate 
in what it calls the “occupied territories” 
— meaning the West Bank, or Judea and 
Samaria. Never mind that — as Palestinian 
groups have already admitted — the ban 
will affect Palestinians as much as Israelis. 
In its perpetual rush to find new double-
standards to enforce, the EU has rushed 
straight in, regardless.

As one senior Palestinian Authority 
official said on the announcement of the 
news, many Palestinians in Ramallah and 
elsewhere will be just as affected by the 
EU’s decision as their Israeli neighbors. 
The senior PA official was quoted saying:

“For our part, we approached a number 
of [European] Union officials, in the 
[Palestinian] Authority and also in Israel, 
to try and prevent the decision or at least 
to keep it unofficial,” said the official, 
who declined to give his name. “It’s not 
just Israeli companies that are going to 
be hit economically, it’s also going to be 
disastrous economically and socially for the 
Palestinian community.”

Well what are a few Palestinians to the 
EU’s persistent drive to isolate the Jewish 
state? Tolerable collateral damage, surely?

But what about Cyprus? After all, there 
are many countries in the world with border 
disputes. There is at least one major one on 
China’s borders [Tibet]. And there is the 
rather famous one which borders Pakistan 
[Kashmir]. Border disputes are hardly 
unusual. Similar stories abound all over 
the world, such as the unresolved dispute 
involving Morocco over the status of the 
Western Sahara. Yet all these countries are 
ones with which the EU has full, if not 
fawning, diplomatic and trade relations.

Of course, what makes the EU’s latest 
double-standard even more delicious is that 
the occupied island of Cyprus is actually 
a member of the EU. As such, shouldn’t 
it surely command the most detailed and 
persistent attention from the international 
body?

Yet this is not so. The northern part of 
Cyprus has been illegally annexed for the 
last four decades by Turkey. It is not as 
though Turkey shares a border with the 
island. Nor does it have — as Israel has 
with the West Bank — any legitimate 
historical, political or other territorial 
claims on the northern part of the island. 
There is no security reason for Turkey 
to sustain its occupation, as there is an 
obvious need for Israel to have defensible 
borders that do not permit terrorists from 
the West Bank to fire rockets into Israel, as 
do its friends in post-disengagement Gaza 
or southern Lebanon.

But unlike Israel and the West Bank, 
the Turkish invasion of Cyprus is not even 

a disputed matter. It was certainly not 
some understandable territorial gain made 
after aggressive war waged by Greece. 
It was outright theft — an annexation: 
state terrorism. The entire international 
community recognizes it as such. Yet in 
2013 not only is Turkey not an enemy of 
the EU, and not only is it a country which 
enjoys complete diplomatic and trade 
relations with the EU, it is a country which 
many leading members and officials of the 
EU actually want to promote into a full 
member-state of the EU.

Into the fifth decade of Turkish 
occupation of Cyprus, there is still no 
serious dictating by the EU to Turkey over 
what it must do about northern Cyprus. 
Turkey does not find itself under even the 
most remote international pressure finally 
to disengage from its illegal occupation 
of the northern part of Cyprus. And that is 
because for some inexplicable reason the 
EU does not consider it imperative that 
Turkey should disengage from the illegal 
occupation of an EU member state. It does 
not consider that the future of any region 
depends on this action. Yet it does persist, 
even now, with its view that it can dictate 
to Israel about its borders. And that it can 
have a constructive role in doing so. Of all 
the fallacies of the EU, that is surely the 
topmost.

The EU does not only have a wrong-
headed view of Israel’s past, it has a wholly 
misguided view of its future.

Today Israel is at the very bottom of 
the list of countries of concern, even in 
its own neighborhood, let alone the wider 
world, with nearly 100,000 dead in Syria 
and Egypt going through a counter-counter 
revolution, and with the Sunni-Shiite 
conflict looking likely to reach one of its 
intermittent boiling points as the Shiite 
armies of Hezbollah clash with the Sunni-
armed opposition in Syria. Amid all this, 
the issue of where Jews should or should 
not live inside their historical homeland is 
a matter of the lowest international import.

Yet the EU — which always likes to 
think of itself as such a forward-looking 
organization — is once again showing itself 
to be stuck in a wrong-headed and bigoted 
past. It is not Israel which is the problem 
in the Middle East. Today Israel is, in fact, 
about the only non-problem in the region.

Yet it is this country’s sovereignty upon 
which the EU decides time and time again 
that it can intrude. This latest decision tells 
us nothing about Israel or the West Bank. 
But it tells us what we need to know about 
the EU.

Douglas Murray, a senior fellow at the Gatestone 
Institute, is also director of the Centre for Social 
Cohesion. This article was published July 23, 2013 
on the Gatestone Institute website and it is archived at  
http://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/3866/occupied-
territories-cyprus-kashmir-tibet

The crumbling buildings of the Varosha district 

of Famagusta, Cyprus, photographed in 2009. 

The area lies within Turkish-controlled northern 

Cyprus. The inhabitants fled during the 1974 

Turkish invasion and the district has been 

abandoned since then. (Source: WikiMedia 

Commons)

It is not Israel which 
is the problem in the 
Middle East. Today 

Israel is, in fact, about 
the only non-problem 

in the region



11December 2013 trends

The Tragedy of Anti-Christian Pogroms  
in the Middle East
By Riccardo Dugulin  

Looking straight into the camera, she 
states with confidence that she will 

defeat the Jews. With equal zeal, she 
defines Christians as a gang of infidels 
refusing to follow Allah’s teachings. She 
is a young girl, not even ten years old, 
trained in a UNRWA summer camp. Posted 
in July 2013, the video is instrumental for 
understanding a key concept underlying the 
hatred that feeds radical Islam. The enemy 
envisaged by traditional and fundamentalist 
Muslim societies is but a “gang” formed 
by Jews and Christians alike. Unwilling 
to yield to the radical teachings of local 
Muslim communities, they are viewed as 
guilty of living in the land of Israel.

In the 19th century, Jewish communities 
were massacred in various pogroms in 
Eastern Europe as a result of irrational 
arguments advanced by nationalist 
extremists. A similar hostile environment 
seems to be emerging today. At present, we 
do not speak about the Russian Imperial 
Army’s regiments or the hordes of mobs 
filled with hate. We speak about radical 
Muslims who tend to separate the Jews and 
the Christians, ideologically and physically 
from the rest of the local societies. This 
leads to a situation in which the destruction 
of human life is accepted and encouraged.

On July 4th 1976, Palestinian terrorists 
singled out Jews while conducting 
the infamous Entebbe hijacking. 
Throughout his presidency, Mohammed 
Morsi repeatedly stated that Israelis are 
descendants of monkeys and pigs while 
the followers of his party waged war 
against Egyptian’s Copts.   On September 
20th 2013, Islamist terrorists separated 
Muslims from non-Muslims and tortured 
the latter to death at the Westgate Nairobi 
mall. From Libya to Nigeria, from Kenya 
to Syria and from Pakistan to Dagestan, 
Jews and Christians are repeatedly targeted 
by fundamentalist groups because of their 
faith. They represent an enduring challenge 
to the totalitarian ideas of radical Islam.

Dozens of heartbreaking and quasi-
surreal stories of slaughter, torture and 
destruction create a historic link between 
the present-day persecution of Christians 
and Jews in Africa, Asia and the Middle 

East and the repeated massacres of Jewish 
communities in Eastern Europe throughout 
the 19th century. While the Shoah is 
an incomparable event in the course of 
history, similar socio-political discourses 

and violent attacks establish a parallel 
between Jews suffering at the hands of 
fanatical anti-Semites in Europe and those 
persecuted by fundamentalist terrorists 
throughout the world. Boko Haram does 
not turn its weapons against Jews simply 
because Jewish communities are absent 
in Northern Nigeria. The same can be 
said about Jabahat al Nusra and al-Qaeda 
in Iraq. Those organizations consider the 
destruction of the “other,” may it be a 
Jew or a Christian, as their ultimate goal 
pursued in the most gruesome manner, 
similar to pogroms that took place in 
Eastern and Central Europe.

The slaughter of Jewish communities 
in Europe should have pushed the local 
societies to support the Zionist enterprise 
with the purpose of providing the Jewish 
people with a State to defend their lives and 
their interests. In like manner, the current 
annihilation of Christians should encourage 
Catholics, Protestants and Orthodox 
to support the State of Israel. Modern 
pogroms are organized and staged with 
the same hate and the same willingness to 
destroy human life as those that preceded 

the tragedy of the Shoah. For this, every 
bombing of a church, every assassination in 
Judea and Samaria and every video calling 
for the destruction of Jews and Christians 
should be treated for what it is: an insight 
into the genocidal tactics of radical Islam.

The Hamas operatives that torture and 
kill Christians in the Gaza strip are the 
same as those who randomly fire rockets 
against Israeli population centers. The 
individuals who desecrate Christian 
holy places in Judea and Samaria are the 
same as those who targeted the Tomb of 
Joseph. While the Vatican and official 
bodies maintain an ambiguous message 
in regard to the State of Israel, Christian 
organizations and groups worldwide need 
to build on the current crisis and reach out 
to the Jewish State. They should voice their 
solidarity because those who torch a church 
are the same as those who would die to kill 
Jews.

For this, Christians as individuals need 

to support Israel in two precise ways. 
Those who attack the Jewish State rely on 
a well-crafted propaganda machine that 
makes every effort to distort the truth and 
hijack the information received by the 
general public in regard to Israel. Christian 
associations should use their weight to 
lobby for a clear and honest information 
in the coverage of events unfolding in the 
Middle East. The second aspect lies in the 
necessity for Christian organizations to take 
a clear stance against terrorism and sponsor 
outreach programs crafting a strong and 
coherent message in support of victims of 
terrorist attacks.

In the 1930s, the destruction of Jewish 
communities was made possible because 
few were those in power who acted against 
it. Less than a hundred years later, modern 
pogroms and protracted irrational hatred are 
threatening Jews and Christians alike.

Source: Frontpage Magazine
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A Lesser Superpower Than  
We Used To Be
By Shoshana Bryen 

The traditional American posture as the 
guarantor of freedom and protector 

of allies, and the scourge of Nazis, 
Communists and al Qaeda is headed 
toward a less manageable, every-man-for-
himself series of ad hoc arrangements that 
portend greater international instability in 
which terrorism and warfare thrive.

Here is what happens when the United 
States is weakened in the eyes of the world:

China derides U.S. economic leadership, 
posits itself a “source of financial stability,” 
and suggests the yuan as a replacement 
for the dollar. China also announces plans 
to sell Pakistan two more nuclear reactors. 
Russia doubles down by  offering Iran  an 

anti-aircraft system and another reactor.

Iran announces a willingness to reach a deal for the 
elimination of Western sanctions, but maintains that 
Tehran will never give up its capability to enrich uranium, 
a key Israeli demand, and formerly a key demand of the 
U.S. and its allies. Russia further undermines the U.S. by 
announcing Iran has a “right” to enrichment and urging the 
U.S. to lift sanctions.

The Syrian opposition announces it will not come to 
talks in Geneva because its patron – the United States – 
has no plan and because it is opposed to talks while Assad 
continues to rule. Assad, in the meantime, announces that 
he should have won the 2013  Nobel Peace Prize  (OK, 
it was a joke) and sees no impediment to his  running for 
re-election in 2014 (that’s not).

Continued on Page 13
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Israel is a powerhouse in medical innovation 
We give you a dozen standouts from a field with many exciting,  
game-changing candidates.

By Abigail Klein Leichmann

Israeli ingenuity is responsible for some 
of the world’s most amazing medical 
advances.

Whether they’re futuristic, such as 
Given Imaging’s  PillCam  capsule 

endoscopy or Itamar Medical’s fingertip 
monitors  for sleep disorders and cardiac 
issues — or cleverly simple, such as First 
Care Products’  Emergency Bandage  – 
blue-and-white inventions are changing 
the face of healthcare in hospitals, doctors’ 
offices, homes and even battlefields 
worldwide.

 “It’s almost a cliché to say Israel is an 
excellent place for medical innovation,” 
says Eran Perry, managing director at Israel 
Health Care Ventures (IHCV), one of the 
largest venture capital funds in the country.

“But if you look at [global] statistics, 
it’s evident — from total expenditure on 
civilian R&D, where we are ranked first; to 
human infrastructure and entrepreneurship, 
where we rank in the top five. You can see 
the results in patents. We are first in the 
world for medical device patents per capita, 
and second in Europe for bio-pharma.”

About 1,000 Israeli companies are 
in healthcare or life-science products, 
including 700 in medical devices. 
Approximately half are already generating 
revenue.

“There has been an ecosystem 
created for life sciences, so these 1,000 
companies don’t exist in a vacuum but in 
an environment where they have access 
to everything they need — engineering, 
labs, regulatory consultants, manufacturing 
consultants,” Perry tells ISRAEL21c. 
“Many young companies can be a one-man 
show until they get to the clinical trial 
stage, relying on this excellent ecosystem 
around them. You can see Israeli companies 
reaching the same stage as American ones 
with a fraction of the capital investment.”

IHCV reviews 200 to 300 new 
opportunities per year. Perry estimates 
that 60 to 70 Israeli healthcare companies 
are founded annually. Proceeds from 
mergers and acquisitions involving Israeli 
healthcare companies totalled around $1 
billion in the past year.

That’s why ISRAEL21c had a hard time 
narrowing the field to this top 12 list of the 
most significant recent Israeli contributions 
to the medical field.

We have chosen products already on, or 
very near, the market. 

About 1,000 Israeli 
companies are 

in healthcare or 
life-science products, 

including 700 in 
medical devices. 

And now … ISRAEL21c’s top 
12 Israeli medical innovations, in 
alphabetical order.

1.  ApiFix  system to correct severe 
curvature of the spine (scoliosis) 

minimizes risks, scar size, complications, 
recovery time and cost. The miniature 
ratchet mechanism has successfully been 
implanted in 15 patients so far. Limited 
sales of the product have begun while 
clinical trials are in the last stages.

2. Argo Medical Technologies’ 
Rewalk  robotic exoskeleton was 
featured on the hit TV show “Glee” and 
enabled  paraplegic runners in London  and 
Tel Aviv to complete marathons. The 
ReWalk Rehabilitation model currently is 
used by patients in rehab centers from New 
York to Dusseldorf. ReWalk Personal, for 
everyday home use, is available throughout 
Europe and awaiting FDA clearance in the 
United States.

3. Gamida Cell  is developing stem-cell 
therapy products to treat blood cancers, 
solid tumors, non-malignant blood 
diseases such as sickle-cell anemia, 
autoimmune diseases and genetic 
metabolic diseases. On Sept. 9, the first 
patient was successfully transplanted at 
Duke University Medical Center (North 
Carolina) in the second Phase I/II study of 
NiCord, Gamida’s experimental treatment 
for blood cancers.

4.  GI View Aer-O-Scope  disposable 
colorectal cancer screening device, now in 
US trials, will make lifesaving colonoscopy 
screenings cheaper, safer and more 
accessible worldwide. The self-navigating, 
flexible Aer-O-Scope removes the risk of 
perforating the colon, provides superior 
imaging and can be used by a trained nurse 
or technician so a gastroenterologist does 
not have to be present.

5. IceCure Medical’s  IceSense3  has 
been used by US doctors since 2011 
to remove benign breast lumps in a 
10-minute ultrasound-guided procedure 
that penetrates the tumor and engulfs it 
with ice. The system is being clinically 
tested over the next few years against 
small malignant breast tumors as well. 
The procedure is done in a doctor’s office, 
clinic or breast center, and the patient 
can get up and leave afterward with no 
recovery period or post-care.

6. InSightec’s  ExAblate OR  uses 
MRI-guided focused ultrasound to destroy 
tumors and uterine fibroid cysts without 

surgery. The company has begun a Phase 
III trial of its next product, ExAblate 

Neuro, to cure essential tremor — a 
common movement disorder – using 
the same non-invasive technology to 
significantly lower risk of infection, 
hemorrhage and brain damage.

7. IonMed’s  BioWeld1  bonds surgical 
incisions using cold plasma — instead of 
painful stitches, staples or glue – within 
minutes, sealing and disinfecting the 
wound with minimal scarring and recovery 

time. The CE Mark is expected in October, 
with European sales and US FDA approval 
process starting in early 2014.

8. nano Retina’s  Bio-Retina, a tiny 
implantable device inserted into the retina 
in a 30-minute procedure, turns into an 
artificial retina that melds to the neurons 
in the eye. Activated by special eyeglasses, 
the device transforms natural light into an 
electrical impulse that stimulates neurons 
to send images to the brain. The prototype 
is advancing quickly through clinical trials.

9. nanoPass Technologies’  MicronJet  is 
a unique, FDA-approved single-use needle 
for painless delivery of vaccines into the 
skin using semiconductor technology. 
The product has been proven to generate 
superior immune response with less 
vaccine, because it does not go past the 
skin level. Licensed last year to Janssen 
Pharmaceuticals, MicronJet is being used 
by the US Center of Disease Control 

(CDC) in a large trial of polio vaccine for 
infants in Southeast Asia.

10. OrSense’s nBM-200  non-invasive 
monitor is relied upon by blood donation 
centers in 40 countries for continuous 
and spot measuring of potential donors’ 
hemoglobin level (to check for anemia) 
and other blood parameters. This device 
eliminates the need for finger pricking as 
well as biologically hazardous equipment 
and waste. Studies show that donors 
screened this way are more likely to 
become repeat blood donors. OrSense 
recently  completed successful trials  using 
its technology to detect hemorrhage and 
anemia in pregnant women.

11. Surpass Medical’s neuroEndoGraft 
flow diverters redirect blood flow from a 

brain aneurysm (a bulge in a weak artery 
wall), so that a stable clot can form and the 
potentially fatal aneurysm no longer in danger 
of rupturing. The family of devices has the 
CE Mark and has been used successfully 
in dozens of patients. US medical device 
manufacturer Stryker acquired Surpass for 
$100 million in October 2012.

12. VitalGo Systems’  Total Lift bed  is 
the world’s only hospital-grade bed that 
can elevate a patient from a lying to a 
fully standing position — and all points in 
between — for treatment and transfer with 
no lifting required of the caregiver. Two 
major companies are distributing Total Lift 
in the acute-care and home-care markets in 
the United States.

Abigail Klein Leichman is a writer and associate 
editor at ISRAEL21c. Prior to moving to Israel in 
2007, she was a specialty writer and copy editor at a 
daily newspaper in New Jersey and has free-lanced for 
a variety of newspapers and periodicals since 1984.

Source; Israel 21c
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Two Israelis Win Nobel Prize in Chemistry
By Viva Sarah Press

The Nobel Prize in Chemistry for 2013 
was awarded to three researchers for 

“the development of multiscale models for 
complex chemical systems.” Israelis Arieh 
Warshel, of the University of Southern 
California, and Michael Levitt of Stanford 
University, together with Martin Karplus of 
the University of Strasbourg in France and 
Harvard University, share the prestigious 
honor and the $1.2 million purse.

Warshel, a distinguished professor 
of chemistry and biochemistry at the 
University of Southern California, holds a 
BSc degree in chemistry from the Technion 
– Israel Institute of Technology  and MSc 
and PhD degrees in chemical physics from 
the Weizmann Institute of Science.

Warshel moved to the US in 1976, when 
he joined the faculty of the Department 
of Chemistry at USC. The Kibbutz Sde 
Nahum-born Nobel laureate is known for 
his work on computational biochemistry 
and biophysics, and for developing 
what is known today as Computational 
Enzymology. He holds both Israeli and 
American citizenship.

Fellow Israeli, Levitt – who also 
holds British and US citizenship — is a 
biophysicist and Professor of Structural 
biology at Stanford. In 1967-68, Levitt was 
a Royal Society Exchange Fellow at the 
Weizmann Institute; and from 1980-1987, 
served as a Professor of Chemical Physics 
at the world famous academic institution.

Levitt is known for being one of the first 
researchers to conduct molecular dynamics 
simulations of DNA and proteins and who 
developed first software for this purpose.

The trio were awarded for devising 
computer simulations that are used to 
understand and predict chemical processes.

“The work of Karplus, Levitt and Warshel 
is ground-breaking in that they managed 

to make Newton’s classical physics work 
side-by-side with the fundamentally 
different quantum physics,” the Royal 
Swedish Academy of Sciences said. 
“Previously, chemists had to choose to use 
either/or.”

Meanwhile, theoretical physicists 
François Englert, professor emeritus at the 
Université Libre de Bruxelles, Belgium, 
and Peter Higgs of the University of 
Edinburgh in Scotland, are this year’s 
winners of the 2013 Nobel Prize in physics 
for their discovery of the Higgs boson.

The Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences 
awarded the prize for “the theoretical 
discovery of a mechanism that contributes 
to our understanding of the origin of mass 
of subatomic particles, and which recently 
was confirmed through  the discovery of 
the predicted fundamental particle, by the 
ATLAS and CMS experiments at CERN’s 
Large Hadron Collider.”The Higgs boson 
is also called the ‘God Particle’ as it is a 
subatomic particle believed to be key to the 

formation of stars, planets and eventually 
life.

Tel Aviv University published a 
congratulatory statement on its  homepage, 
citing Englert’s longtime affiliation with the 
Israeli academic institution.

Prof. Englert – a Holocaust survivor 
who is married to an Israeli – is currently 
a Raymond and Beverly Sackler Senior 
Professor by Special Appointment at the 
school through 2015.

“Professor Englert is a Belgian Jew, a 
professor emeritus at the University of 
Brussels and has had close research ties 
with the Tel Aviv University for the past 30 
years,” TAU said in a statement.

In 1964, Englert and his late colleague 
Robert Brout were the first to publish their 
theory that ultimately led to the Nobel 
prize. Higgs also published a paper in 1964, 
in which he was the first to theorize the 
existence of a new particle type.

“I am overwhelmed to receive this award 

and thank the Royal Swedish Academy,” 
Higgs said in a statement released by 
the University of Edinburgh. “I hope 
this recognition of fundamental science 
will help raise awareness of the value of 
blue-sky research.”

In 2004, Englert, Higgs and Brout won 
the Israeli Wolf Prize, an honor often seen 
as a precursor to the Nobel Prize.

The international research team at CERN 
included 11 Israeli scientists from the 
Weizmann Institute, Tel Aviv University, 
Technion Institute and Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem.

Viva Sarah Press is an associate editor and writer 
at ISRAEL21c. She has extensive experience in 
reporting/editing in the print, online and broadcast 
fields. She has jumped out of a plane, ducked rockets 
and been attacked by a baboon all in the name 
of a good story. Her work has been published by 
international media outlets including Israel Television, 
CNN, Reuters, The Jerusalem Post and Time Out.

Source: Israel21c
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Saudi Arabia declines a previously sought-after  seat on 
the UN Security Council  because, “Allowing the ruling 
regime in Syria to kill its people and burn them with 
chemical weapons in front of the entire world and without 
any deterrent or punishment is clear proof and evidence of 
the UN Security Council’s inability to perform its duties 
and shoulder its responsibilities.”

NATO ally Turkey appears to have exposed Iranians who 
met with Israeli intelligence in Turkey, ensuring that the 
Iranians are burned at home and an information flow to the 
West about Iranian activities is cut off. It is also possible 
that Turkey has been arming al Qaeda militias  in Syria to 
fight against Syrian Kurds.

“Insider attacks” by the Taliban against U.S. and 
NATO troops increase, as do attacks against  Afghan 
officials, interpreters and others who have cooperated with 
the coalition.

A 16-year-old girl  tells the President  how to run U.S. 
national security policy. Malala Yousefzai told reporters 
after her meeting in the Oval Office, “I expressed my 
concerns that drone attacks are fueling terrorism. Innocent 
victims are killed in these acts, and they lead to resentment 
among the Pakistani people. If we refocus efforts on 
education it will make a big impact.”

In response, the administration has:

Suspended  military aid  and some budgetary support to 
Egypt, risking priority passage through the Suez Canal 
for U.S. naval vessels; overflight rights above the Red 
Sea; efforts in the Sinai to oust Iranian-supported jihadists 
and arms smugglers; the destruction of Hamas smuggling 
tunnels; and Egypt’s regional weight, in the hope that 

Egypt would find Jeffersonian democracy. Remained mute 
on the Turkish intelligence revelation, except, apparently, 
to leak the fact of it to  The Washington Post. Remained 
mute on Turkish support for rebel factions all together.

Focused on the operations of the OPCW in Syria aimed 
at getting rid of chemical weapons, while conventional 
killings continue apace and hunger has become a real threat 
to civilians. Had the Secretary of State  praise  Assad’s 
cooperation with the OPCW. Considered a proposal to 
ease sanctions on Tehran by offering it  access to billions 
of dollars in frozen funds as a gesture, despite the opinion 
of negotiators  that a deal is not close. The reopening of 
bank accounts in the U.S. could be done by Executive 
Order without Congressional approval. Denounced the 
recent election in Azerbaijan, an American and Israeli ally. 
Fair enough, in that Western democratic norms were not 
adhered to. 

But U.S. response to fully rigged Iranian and Russian 
elections was much gentler. At least Azerbaijan 
doesn’t seem to be threatened with a cutoff of the 
approximately  $20 million in U.S. aid  it is scheduled to 
receive in 2013. (See Egypt, below). 

The suspension of aid to Egypt tossed a lifeline to the 
Muslim Brotherhood, which is roiling politics in Egypt 
by seeking violent confrontation with the government, 
and undermining the U.S. ally Jordan and the previously 
secular Turkish democracy. Notably, the suspension did 
not seem to presage the collapse of the Israel-Egypt Peace 
Treaty despite the insistence of many that Egypt kept the 
treaty only because the U.S. bribed it to do so. Cooperation 
against jihadists in Sinai and against Hamas in Gaza 
appears to indicate that there is at least some self-interest 
in the Treaty on both sides. Israeli officials have expressed 

“concern” about the aid suspension.

The President appears to be working overtime to improve 
relations with America’s adversaries, which would not 
necessarily be a bad idea, except for the number of times 
that it has come at the expense of America’s interests and 
allies. Even our neighbor and good friend Canada has felt 
the President’s cold shoulder:

Unwilling to wait much longer for an American decision 
on the Keystone Pipeline that could carry more than 
800,000 barrels of oil a day to the U.S. and, according 
to the U.S. State Department, create as many as 42,000 
permanent American jobs, Canada is consider shipping the 
oil to China.

In response, Mr. Obama told  The New York Times  that 
the Keystone Pipeline would create only 50-100 jobs in the 
United States, and sniffed that Canada should do more to 
clean up carbon emissions.

When the United States is weak, as it is when it vacillates 
between threats to its allies and bribes to its adversaries, 
neither allies nor adversaries have any incentive to follow 
the American lead. The traditional American post-WWII 
posture as the guarantor of freedom of navigation and 
protector of a network of allies – in the Pacific, in the 
Middle East, in South America – and scourge of Nazis, 
Chinese Communists, Soviets and al Qaeda, is headed 
toward a less manageable “every man for himself” series 
of  ad hoc  arrangements that portend greater international 
instability in which terror and warfare thrive.

 Source: Daily News 

Continued from Page 11
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The Return of Crusader Theology
By Tsvi Sadan

In May of this year, the World Council of Churches 
(WCC) convened in Lebanon and issued the following 

statement:

“Palestine continues to be the central issue in the 
region … The persistence, after sixty five years, of 
continuing dispossession of Palestinian people—
Christian and Muslim alike—from their land by Israeli 
occupation, continuing settlement of land inside the 
1967 borders … is central to the turmoil in the region …. 
Jerusalem today is an occupied city with a government 
which has adopted discriminatory policies against 
Christians and Muslims alike …”

The WCC also took aim at Christians who dare to 
support Israel, the reviled “Christian Zionists”:

“Christians who promote ‘Christian Zionism’ distort 
the interpretation of the Word of God and the historic 
connection of Palestinians—Christians and Muslims—to 
the Holy Land, enable the manipulation of public opinion 
by Zionist lobbies, and damage intra-Christian relations.”

The WCC is not a marginal organization that can 
be dismissed off hand. It represents some 500 million 
Christians living in 110 countries and territories around the 
world. It includes Anglican, Baptist, Lutheran, Methodist, 
Reformed and Independent churches, all of which have 
signed on to a political-religious document that contains 
blatant lies that bring to mind historical anti-Jewish 
Christian biases.

For instance, the WCC asserts that Israel, continually, for 
65 years, has been dispossessing Muslims and Christians of 

their land. The truth is that the last time Palestinians 
crossed the Jordan River eastward and never returned 
was during the Six Day War in 1967. Wars, as can 
be witnessed today in Syria and elsewhere, produce 
refugees. Israel’s only fault in this regard is that it 
won the war. And even during that conflict, when the 
entire Arab population of Hebron fled, they were asked 
by Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan to return to 
their homes.

In contrast, due to intolerable conditions, there is 
massive Christian emigration from Palestinian-controlled 
Bethlehem and from Lebanon. Christians suffer 
discrimination not in Israel, but rather in Turkey, Egypt, 
Syria and any other Muslim country.

The WCC also wants people to believe that “Jerusalem 
today is an occupied city.” The WCC is not specifying 
“east” or “west” Jerusalem, meaning that for these 
Christians Jerusalem as a whole should be under the 
control of anyone but Israel, or, more precisely, the 
Jews. The fact that only “east” Jerusalem is disputed as 
“occupied” territory is irrelevant to the pious-minded 
Christians who signed this document.

The WCC anti-Israel political stand stems from its 
theological position that asserts, only tacitly for fear of 
being labeled anti-Semites, that (Christian) “Zionism 
distort[s] the interpretation of the Word of God.”

Zionism is a late 19th century national movement for 
the return of the Jewish people to their homeland and the 
resumption of Jewish sovereignty in the Land of Israel. The 

B i b l e 
is so steeped 
with such a vision that it is pointless to bother 
with quotations. The WCC must assert therefore, like the 
Crusaders before, that today, the chosen “people of Israel” 
are not the Jews, but rather all true Christians, which is 
why Jerusalem should not be under Jewish sovereignty. For 
them, even Muslim control of Jerusalem would be better.

Any honest and unbiased reader of the Bible knows 
otherwise, and should reject this anti-Jewish theology. 
Anybody, the WCC included, who singles Israel out as the 
sole villain that threatens world peace, who points fingers 
at Israel, the least troublesome element in the Middle 
East, is, by definition, anti-Semitic. Masquerading such 
sentiment as Christian love only adds insult to injury.

Source: Israel Today 

Why is Jerusalem our capital? 18 reasons
Dr. Yitschak Ben-Gad

1. The Jewish people are the only nation 
in the world to declare a day of mourning 
and fast to perpetuate the memory of 
their Temple that was destroyed twice 
on the same day (Tisha B’Av):  the first 
destruction at the hands of the Babylonians, 
the second at the hands of the Romans.

2. King David reigned a total of 40 years, 
33 of which were from Jerusalem, also 
known as the City of David.

3. Jerusalem is mentioned thousands of 
times in our sources:  the Bible, Mishnah, 
Talmud, etc., yet it is not mentioned even 
once in the Koran.

4. Jerusalem has been mentioned for 
thousands of years every day in prayers by 
Jews around the world:  morning, afternoon 
and evening and in the Grace after the Meal.

5. Jerusalem was never the capital city 
of any other nation in history besides the 
Jews.

6. Jerusalem is remembered even on a 
Jew’s happiest day – his wedding day.  At 
the end of the marriage ceremony, the 
groom recites the following: ”If I forget 
thee Oh Jerusalem let my right hand lose 
its cunning…. “. Then, the groom breaks 
a glass to remember that there can be 
no completely joyous occasion until the 
Temple is rebuilt.

7. Since the destruction of the Temple 
and throughout history, Jews have always 
resided in Jerusalem, most of the time as 
the majority of its populace.

8. Throughout the generations, Jews the 
world over remember Jerusalem each 
Passover holiday.  At the conclusion of the 
Hagadah reading they sing:  ”Next year in 
Jerusalem.”

9. Our sages have said:  ”Ten drops of 
beauty were given to the world, nine of 
which were given to Jerusalem.”

10. The name of the Almighty, G-d of the 
Hebrews, appears in the word “Jerusalem”.  
One of His names is “Peace” (“Shalom”), 
which is found in the world “Jerusalem” 
(“Yerushalaim”).

11. 800 years ago, Rabbi Yehuda HaLevy, 
the renowned poet, expressed the Jews’ 
longing for Jerusalem thusly:  ”My heart 
is in the east (Jerusalem), while I am in the 
far west (Spain).”

12. The prophet of Islam never once visited 
Jerusalem.  There is only a Moslem legend 
that claims that Mohammed was brought to 
Jerusalem in the dark of night by the angel 
Gabriel.

13. All Jews the world over pray in the 
direction of Jerusalem, while Moslems pray 
in the direction of Mecca, Saudi Arabia.

14.  According to Islam, the city of 
Jerusalem is only third in religious 
importance after the cities of Mecca and 
Medina.

15. The Western Wall, the only remains of 
the Temple destroyed by the Romans about 
2000 years ago, is a testimony to the Jewish 
nation’s connection to Jerusalem.

16. During Jordanian rule over Jerusalem 
(1948 – 1967) the city was gravely 
neglected and closed to Jews.  Today, the 
city flourishes and is open to all religions.

17. Until 1967, the Palestinians considered 
themselves to be an integral part of 
the Arab world and not as a separate 
nationality.  Moreover, they never before 
claimed that Jerusalem was their capital.

18. The last sentence in the Book of  
11 Chronicles 36:23, reads:  ”The Lord 
of heaven has given me, Cyrus, King of 
Persia (Iran) the kingdoms of the earth; and 
he has charged me to build him a house 
in Jerusalem, which is Judah.  Whoever is 
among you of all his people (the Jewish 
nation) – the Lord his G-d be with him, and 
let him go up (to Jerusalem)!”

Here is an interesting story:  Winston 
Churchill, British Minister of the 
Commonwealth, later to become prime 
minister, said the following to Chaim 
Weizmann, later to become Israel’s first 
president: “ Why do you stubbornly insist 

on the Land of Israel as your people’s 
state?  Why not take another country in 
Africa (Uganda)?”  Weizmann answered 
this way:  “Why do you, mister minister, 
insist on travelling every Sunday to visit 
your mother who lives a three hour’s drive 
away?  There are plenty of old women in 
your neighborhood.  Why not take one and 
make her your mother?”

Yitschak Ben-Gad, is the former Consul General of 
Israel to the US Midwest, Florida and Puerto Rico, 
and the  author of ‘Politics, Lies and Videotape: 3,000 
Questions and Answers on the Mideast Crisis.’ 

Source: Unity Coalition for Israel
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Disunity Within 
the European 
Union
By Dr. Ed Hindson

Q. How can the European Union (EU) be the beginning of 
the revived Roman Empire, when there seems to be so much 
disunity within its ranks?

A. We are not certain if the EU will truly be the beginning 
of the revived Roman Empire, or if a subsequent 
organization will take its place. In the formative stages of 
the unity of Europe, the operative organization was first 
called the European Common Market, then the European 
Economic Community (EEC), before becoming the 
European Union. It is true that the EU has had its growing 
pains. At present, given the unstable world economic 
situation, the stronger nations of the EU, particularly 
Germany, have been reluctant to be generous in giving 
assistance to the weaker ones, such as Greece and Spain. 
Additionally, with the growth of the EU, its membership 
now includes former Soviet bloc nations of Eastern Europe, 
who enter relatively poor in comparison to their Western 
counterparts.

Still, the EU has made some terrific inroads during its 
existence that were unthinkable several decades ago. Trade 
and travel barriers have come down. There is a unified 
currency, the Euro. Most notably, the nations of the EU 
have come to think of themselves as “Europeans” as well as 
individual entities.

Another factor to consider is that prior to 1945, most 
wars in the world were between nations in Europe. Today, 
the nations of Europe are at relative peace with one another. 
Most wars are now in developing nations, between racial, 
religious, and cultural factions in those nations. The fact 
that the nations of Europe can now discuss their differences 
in a civil fashion at a conference table, rather than on a 
battlefield, is itself quite significant.

DISUNITY PROPHESIED

The existence of disunity among the members of a 
reunited Europe is actually prophesied in Scripture. 
When  Daniel  revealed the contents of Nebuchadnezzar’s 
dream of the great image of different kinds of material, the 
interpretation of the materials of the feet, representing the 
revived Roman Empire, was:

“And whereas thou saw the feet and toes, part of potters’ 
clay, and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided; but 
there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, forasmuch 
as thou saw the iron mixed with miry clay. And as the 
toes of the feet were part of iron, and part of clay, so the 
kingdom shall be partly strong, and partly broken. And 
whereas thou saw iron mixed with miry clay, they shall 
mingle themselves with the seed of men: but they shall not 
cleave one to another, even as iron is not mixed with clay,”  
(Daniel 2:41-43).

This passage indicates that the members of a unified 
world government, whatever form it might take, will retain 
some form of independence as well as developing unity 
with one another. It also indicates that some of its members 
will be strong, like iron, and some will be weak, like clay. 
It will take the skills of a strong leader like the Antichrist to 
bring about the cohesiveness needed for such an entity to 
play its role on the world stage of the end times.

Source: Bibleprophecyblog.com

ROMAN 
EMPIRE

The Roman Empire spread from Great Britain to Israel and included 

Spain and Asia Minor

Rare Jewish prayer book predates 
oldest known Torah scroll

Researchers have identified what is likely the oldest Jewish 
prayer book ever found, dated by both scholars and Carbon-14 

tests to circa 840 C.E. (Green Scholars Initiative) 

Scholars are calling a rare Hebrew text dating back to the 9th century the earliest known Jewish prayer book, 
predating the world’s oldest Torah scroll.

The 50-page book is 4.3 inches tall and about 4 inches wide and is written in an archaic form of Hebrew, on pages 
of aged parchment. The text includes 100 Jewish blessings and discusses topics such as the apocalyptic tale of the End 
Times and the Passover Seder.

Carbon testing dates the prayer book to the year 840, which is 300 to 400 years before the oldest known Torah scroll 
from the 12th and 13th centuries.

“This find is historical evidence supporting the very fulcrum of Jewish religious life,” said Jerry Pattengale, executive 
director of the Green Scholars Initiative, the group that announced the find. “This Hebrew prayer book helps fill the gap 
between the Dead Sea Scrolls and other discoveries of Jewish texts from the ninth and tenth centuries.”

“This was a liturgical set of prayers, hymns and poems used for various occasions,” Pattengale told the Huffington 
Post. “The prayer book is really what most of the Jewish community would be in touch with on a daily basis, [creating] 
a connection between the Bible and their daily worship.”

The book is the Jewish equivalent of an early complete edition of the Christian Book of Common Prayer.

Started by the Green family of the retail chain Hobby Lobby, the Green Scholar’s Initiative is the research arm of 
The Green Collection, one of the world’s largest private collections of biblical texts and artifacts containing more than 
40,000 items.

The prayer book which was purchased from a private collector will be on display in a yet-to-be named biblical 
museum set to open in March 2017 in Washington, D.C.

Source:  FoxNews.com

 

Washington’s Will Is Done:  
Bloody Terrorists Freed

By P. David Hornik  

Just after midnight on Wednesday, Oct. 30, Israel 
Hayom reports, 26 Palestinian security prisoners 

were set free by Israel. Twenty-one were sent to the 
West Bank, five to Gaza.

All of these prisoners were convicted either of 
murder or attempted murder. They constitute the 
second of four groups of 26 prisoners who are being 
released periodically during the current Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks. For Palestinian Authority 
president Mahmoud Abbas, freeing them was an 
iron-clad condition for entering the talks at all. 
Israel acceded to it under heavy U.S. pressure, 
spearheaded by Secretary of State John Kerry…

Source: Freedom Center

Relatives of victims
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The Hagia Sophia interior 

architecture, a former Orthodox 

patriarchal basilica (church), 

later a mosque, and now a 

museum in Istanbul, Turkey. 

Symbol of closed churches in 

the Middle East.

Israelis, saving Syrian lives 
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Will giving up the Temple Mount bring peace? Read our Feature article on page 8 & 9

Giving Up the Temple Mount? 
By Steven Plaut 
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Igor Denied Permission to Leave the Ukraine Until...
By Koen Carlier

A direct answer to our prayers!

After the Day of Atonement (Yom 
Kippur), we had the opportunity to 

transport six young people from Vinnitsa 
and many more from two other small 
villages to the airport in Kiev.   A total of 
33 youth left on a special programme for 
young people who wish to emigrate – also 
called Aliyah – to Israel.

Each young person was accompanied on 
the journey to the airport by one or both 
parents. We left after checking that all had 
their passports and other required official 
documentation. The rain was pelting down, 
and we had to take extra care to avoid the 
hard-to-spot water-filled potholes, but all 
went well and we arrived at Kiev airport in 
good time for procedures before departure. 

Two officials from the Jewish Agency 
were there to receive us and to ensure 
that all travel documents were complete 
and in order. When it came to fifteen year 
old Igor’s turn, however, it appeared that 
one very important official document was 
missing: a declaration, signed by a solicitor, 
confirming that the young person has 
parents’ consent for travel.

What now? Igor could not leave without 
it. With some delay, we succeeded in 
having the required document faxed to the 
El Al office at the airport. Igor was one 
of the last to appear before clear passport 
control. But then, sadly, he was denied 
departure because his parental approval 
document was just a faxed copy and not 
the original. Everybody in the group was 
disappointed. It was then that Igor’s mother, 
Mila, phoned Channi, the wife of the Rabbi 
in Vinnitsa, and asked her to pray that 
Igor would be able to go. We also prayed 
and then waited with baited breath for the 
answer.

The customs official left his office to 
speak to his supervisor. The unfriendly 
Ukrainian scrutinized the faxed document, 
glanced at worried-looking Igor, back 
at the fax and then again at the now 
quietly weeping, Igor. Suddenly, in an 
extraordinary move, Igor was granted 
permission to go. It was an absolute 
miracle! But this is typical for the Ukraine: 
‘Nothing is allowed, but all is possible’. 
Indeed, with God nothing is impossible!

With the group safely on its way to 

Israel, we were thinking that all’s well that 
ends well that is until midway during our 
return journey, the water pump ruptured 
and the now broken-down bus had to be 
towed by a second bus, to a repair shop  in 
Vinnitsa. The Bible has much to say about 
clearing stones and overcoming obstacles. 
This is a regular experience for us in the 
Ukraine, but we have also learned to trust 
God for solutions because of the promise 
that the Lord is absolutely faithful to return 
and plant His people in His land!

Koen and Ira Carlier are C4I representatives in the 
Ukraine and former Soviet satellite states
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