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For decades, the American Studies 
Association has labored in well-
deserved obscurity. No longer. It’s 
now made a name for itself by 
v o t i n g  t o  b o y c o t t  I s r a e l i 
universities, accusing them of 
denying academic and human 
rights to Palestinians.
 Given  tha t  I s rae l  has  a 
profoundly democratic political 
system, the freest press in the 
M i d d l e  E a s t ,  a  f i e r c e l y 
independent  judic iary,  and 
astonishing religious and racial 
diversity within its universities, 
including affirmative action for 
Arab students, the charge is rather 
strange.
 Made more so when you 
consider the state of human rights 
in Israel’s neighborhood. As we 

speak, Syria’s government is 
dropping “barrel bombs” filled 
with nails, shrapnel and other 
instruments of terror on its own 
cities. Where is the ASA boycott of 
Syria?
 And of Iran, which hangs 
political, religious and even sexual 
dissidents and has no academic 
freedom at all? Or Egypt, where 
Christians are being openly 
persecuted? Or Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia  or,  for  that  mat ter, 
massively repressive China and 
Russia?
 These facts make it obvious 
that the ASA boycott has nothing 
to do with human rights. It’s an 
exercise in radical chic, giving 
marginalised academics a frisson 
of pretend anti-colonialism, 

seasoned with a dose of edgy anti-
Semitism.
 And don’t tell me this is merely 
about Zionism. The ruse is 
transparent. Israel is the world’s 
only Jewish State. To apply to the 
state of the Jews a double standard 
that you apply to none other, to 
judge one people in a way you 
judge no other, to single out that 
one people for condemnation and 
isolation - is to engage in a gross 
act of discrimination. 
 And discrimination against 
Jews has a name. It’s called anti-
Semitism.
 Former Harvard President 
Larry Summers called the ASA 
actions “anti-Semitic in their 
effect if not necessarily in their 
intent.” 

 I choose to be less polite. The 
intent is clear: to incite hatred for 
the largest - and only sovereign - 
Jewish community on earth.
 What to do? Facing a similar 
(British) academic boycott of 
Israelis seven years ago, Alan 
Dershowitz and Nobel Prize-
w i n n i n g  p h y s i c i s t  S t e v e n 
Weinberg wrote an open letter 
declaring that, for the purposes of 
any anti-Israel boycott, they are to 
be considered Israelis. 
 Meaning: You discriminate 
against Israelis? Fine. Include us 
out. We will have nothing to do 
with you. 
 Thousands of other academics 
added their signatures to the 
Dershowitz/Weinberg letter. It 
was the perfect in-kind response. 

Boyco t t  t he 
b o y c o t t e r s , 
with contempt. 
Academia isn’t 
the only home 
f o r  s u c h 
prejudice. Throughout the cultural 
w o r l d ,  t h e  I s r a e l  b o y c o t t 
movement is growing. 
 It’s become fashionable for 
musicians, actors, writers and 
per formers  of  a l l  k inds  to 
ostentatiously cleanse themselves 
of Israel and Israelis.
 The example of the tuxedoed 
set has spread to the more coarse 
and unkempt anti-Semites, such as 
the thugs who a few years ago 
disrupted London performances 
of the Jerusalem Quartet and the 
Israeli Philharmonic.
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How To Fight Academic Bigotry By Charles Krauthammer (from Fox News)

Boycott, Divestment & Sanctions Faction 
Cannot Speak For U.S. Universities By Jacob Baime

On a basic level, the campaign to 
delegitimize and isolate Israel 
through the boycott, divestment 
and sanctions (BDS) movement 
has been an utter failure. Israel’s 
economy is stronger than ever. Its 
positive impact on the world 
increases with each new high-tech 
innovat ion  and  l i fe -saving 
invention. Israel is expanding its 
diplomatic relationships around 
the world. Tourists, celebrities, 
and rock stars alike continue to 
v i s i t  I s r ae l  wi th  comple te 
disregard for the BDS movement.
Yet even so, the BDS movement 
has scored some disconcerting 
vic tor ies  here  in  the  U.S. , 
particularly in the academic 
community. The 800-member 
Association for Asian-American 
Studies and the 5,000-member 
American Studies Association 
(ASA) voted to support boycott, 
divestment, and sanctions efforts 
a g a i n s t  I s r a e l  a n d  I s r a e l i 
institutions of higher learning in 
April and December, respectively.
This week, at its  Chicago 
convention, the 30,000-member 
Modern Language Association 
(MLA),  another academic 
professional organization, is set 
to vote on a separate resolution 
to condemn Israel’s alleged 
“arbitrary denials of entry to 
Gaza and the West Bank by U.S. 
academics.” While it is not a full 

boycott resolution, it shares a 
common tactic – holding Israel 
to a double standard.
 Though the BDS movement’s 
victories to date have been largely 
symbolic, to dismiss or ignore 
these formal efforts would allow 
this nefarious faction to make 
further inroads into the American 
a c a d e m i c  c o m m u n i t y,  t h e 
intellectual backbone of our 
s o c i e t y.  I g n o r i n g  a n d  n o t 
confronting these efforts could 
foster a more hostile campus 
climate for Israel, eroding the 
confidence of pro-Israel students 
and faculty on campuses across 
the U.S. That is why Israel on 
Campus Coalition is adopting an 
aggressive course of action to 
confront the BDS movement and 
to call it out as ‘a hostile, anti-
intellectual and profoundly 
misguided campaign that silences 
debate and shuns cross-cultural 
engagement’.
 We are focusing on four 
primary reasons that the MLA 
resolution is deserving of defeat.
 First, Israel is being singled out 
for actions other Western nations 
routinely pursue. The decision to 
target Israel and no other country 
reflects a special animus and lack 
of intellectual honesty on the part 
of the resolution’s authors. Will 
the MLA also condemn the U.S. 
for denying entry to academics 

like Tariq Ramadan, Adam Habib, 
Karim Meziane, and Nalani 
Ghuman? The United States, 
Great Britain, France, Canada, and 
Australia, not to mention Western-
leaning nations in the Middle East, 
such as UAE, Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia (which regularly partner 
with Western universities), all 
occasional ly  deny entry to 
individuals, for any number of 
reasons. That Israel should be 
singularly condemned by the 
MLA for something most other 
nations do is an example of a 
double-standard, motivated by 
a particular hatred for the 
Jewish state.
 Second, the MLA resolution 
will be put to a vote after only a 
one-sided panel discussion devoid 
of opposing views and led by a 
moderator with a personal dislike 
for the Jewish state. The MLA’s 
roundtable discussion features 
Omar Barghouti, co-founder of 
the BDS movement; Barbara Jane 
Harlow, a University of Texas 
professor who supports the ASA 
boycott of Israel, David Lloyd, a 
top leader of the U.S. Campaign 
for the Academic and Cultural 
Boycott of Israel; and Richard 
Ohmann, a Wesleyan University 
professor who signed a 2009 letter 
calling Israel’s treatment of the 
Palestinians “one of the most 
massive, ethnocidal atrocities of 

modern t imes.” And the 
MLA’s roundtable discussion 
was organized by Samer M. 
Ali, a public supporter of the 
ASA boycott. This one-sided 
MLA session, which purports 
to open up discussion on anti-
Israel boycotts, in fact defies 
any notion of free and open 
discussion.
 Third, the resolution falsely 
accuses Israel of abridging the 
right to education among its 
citizens and Palestinians. This is 
an outr ight  fa lsehood.  The 
Palestinian Authority, on the other 
hand, routinely abridges this right 
by filling its classrooms with 
odious curricula that glorify 
violence against Israel, promote 
anti-Semitism, and even include 
elements of admiration for Hitler. 
Where is the MLA’s resolution on 
these students’ right to education? 
As evidence of the utter hypocrisy 
of the expositors of this charge, 
o n e  o f  t h e  p r o - B D S  M L A 
panelis ts ,  Omar Barghouti , 
received his Master’s Degree at 
Tel Aviv University and remains a 
doctoral student there to this day. 
He who would  iso la te  and 
delegitimize Israeli academic 
institutions pays into and seeks 
credentials from the very system 
he claims to abhor.
Fourth, and finally, the resolution 
prepares  MLA members  to 

consider  a  more ambit ious 
program to isolate Israel, its 
universities and academics. 
C o n s i d e r i n g  I s r a e l ’s  h i g h 
academic achievement, such a 
program can only be seen as anti-
intellectual, profoundly self-
destructive to the core purpose of 
academia and deeply hateful. 
S u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h i s  f l a w e d 
reso lu t ion  a re  ac t ing  wi th 
malevolent motives or have failed 
to carefully deliberate the matter at 
hand.

 This resolution has been 
prepared by individuals who 
deny Israel the same rights 
afforded to any other nation 
state and who will use any tool 
available to accomplish their 
goal. We cannot allow this effort 
to isolate Israel and her world-
leading universities to succeed 
here in the U.S. Such a victory 
would not be a defeat for Israel. 
It would be a defeat for the U.S. 
and its esteemed colleges and 
universities.



“Give thanks to the Lord, call 
on His name; make known 
among the nations what He has 
done”. 

 The return of the Jewish 
people to the land of their 
forefathers since the mid-19th 
century, the birth of the modern 
state of Israel, and its survival in 
the midst of enemies – all of this 
constitute one of the greatest 
events of the modern world. Not 
much more than a hundred years 
ago, the world dismissed Hertzl’s 
Zionist vision of a Jewish 
homeland as unrealistic. And yet 
today, not only has the Jewish 
homeland been established, but 
Israel has become a modern, 
multicultural and democratic 
state with one of the most 
dynamic economies in the world.   
 The “renaissance” (or rebirth) 
of the Jewish people presents the 
church with a huge challenge. As 

long as Jerusalem was under 
control of Gentile powers and the 
Jews were scattered all over the 
w o r l d ,  t h e  c h u r c h  c o u l d 
comfortably maintain a theology 
in which the Church is seen as the 
“new Israel” and exclusive 
inheritor of all the wonderful 
promises in the Old Testament, 
and the Jews as the recipients of 
the wrath of God – all the 
judgments of the Old Testament - 
for rejecting Christ. The result 
was two thousand years of 
persecution, forced conversions 
and oppression of the Jewish 
people, culminating in the 
horrors of the Shoah in the midst 
of Christian Europe. 
 But all of a sudden the Jews 
started to come home in their 
hundreds and thousands. The 
questions arose: do the Jews still 
have a valid claim to being 
“God’s people”? Is the promised 
literal return of the twelve tribes 
of Jacob becoming reality? Could 
modern Israel have something to 
do with the “mystery of Israel” 
that the Apostle Paul refers to in 
Romans 11? If God still has a 
covenant purpose with them, 
what does that mean for our 
calling as a redeemed people 
baptized into the death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ? 
 The Jewish Apostles believed 
that God would one day “restore 
the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6), 

and ever since there have always 
been Christians who have held on 
to the belief that while God is 
calling a - mainly Gentile - 
election out of the nations, God 
would one day restore His ancient 
people to the land, as He has 
promised in the Old Testament. 
The events of the early 1800’s - 
following the upheavals of the 
French Revolution - sparked in 
Europe (and beyond) a renewed 
i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c 
scriptures. Over the last century, 
many theologians in all church 
traditions have sought to grapple 
honestly with these questions. 
Today, many Bible scholars 
continue to seek to understand the 
Biblical significance of the 
phenomenon of modern Israel. 
There are no simple answers. The 
whole matter is complicated by 
the political complexity of 
Arab/Israeli conflict and the 
Middle East generally. But we 
cannot ignore these issues. 
 Of course, one possibility is 
simply to say that modern Israel 
h a s  n o  s p e c i a l  B i b l i c a l 
significance. The Jews may 
deserve our sympathy, but their 
place as “God’s people” is 
finished, and they simply need to 
believe in Jesus and become 
Christians like all other people. 
They have no special entitlement 
to God’s favour, and are certainly 
not entitled to use their special 

position to take land from others 
or oppress the Palestinians. 

 The publishers of Israel & 
Christians Today take the 
position that the redeeming 
work of Jesus Christ did not 
t erminate  God’s  e t erna l 
covenant relationship with the 
Jewish people. “God’s gift and 
His call are irrevocable”, and 
He is still faithful to His 
promises towards the literal 
descendants of Jacob. 

The modern restoration of Israel 
provides compelling evidence 
that God is fulfilling His word. 
We appreciate that this raises 
many confronting - and for some 
uncomfortable -  theological 
questions. We acknowledge that 
Israel and the Jewish people are 
not perfect (nor are we). But we 
need to take Paul’s warning to the 
Gentile Christians in Rome 
seriously: “do not boast, do not be 
arrogant, … do not be ignorant” 
(see Romans 11). 
 The goal of this newspaper is 
therefore to help Christians to 
take God’s word seriously, and 
study current events in the world 
in the context of the Bible. While 
we must be cautious not to draw 
over-hasty conclusions, Jesus 
Himself warned us to discern the 
signs of the times (Matthew 24). 
Together, we need to come to a 

better understanding of all these 
issues, so that we can be prepared 
for His coming. 
 F i r s t  pub l i shed  in  The 
Netherlands in the early 1980s, 
the English, Dutch and German-
language editions of Israel & 
Chr is t ians  Today are  now 
p u b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  v a r i o u s 
Christians for Israel affiliates in 
the Netherlands,  Belgium, 
Germany, Austria, Australia, 
New Zealand, USA, UK/Europe 
and Africa. They are delivered to 
o v e r  1 0 0 , 0 0 0  a d d r e s s e s 
worldwide. 
 We wish to acknowledge the 
wonderful work of the past 
Managing Editors of Israel & 
Christians Today – most recently 
John Tweedie, and prior to him 
the late Henk Kamsteeg. They 
have  done  a  g rea t  j ob  in 
developing this publication. As of 
1 January 2014, the English-
language edition is now being 
coordinated by a new editorial 
team in New Zealand under the 
exper ienced leadership  of 
Graeme Lee, working with an 
international editorial team. 
 May the Lord bless you as you 
read and study the articles in this 
publication. We appreciate your 
feedback. 
 For more art ic les  and 
information, visit our websites 
w w w . c 4 i s r a e l . o r g  a n d 
www.whyisrael.org. 
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Give Thanks To The Lord by Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, C4I International

The Gusen concentration camp 
u s e d  t o  b e  t h e  b i g g e s t 
concentration camp complex on 
Austrian soil. From the year 1942 
to 1945, it surpassed the much 
more widely known concentration 
camp of Mauthausen in size, 
brutality and number of victims. 
For people from France, Poland, 
Spa in ,  I t a ly,  Be lg ium,  the 
Netherlands, the Soviet Union, 
Hungary, former Yugoslavia and 
many other nations, it embodied 
one of the most atrocious places of 
terror, fear and horror. The few 
survivors described the camp of 
Gusen as “hell on earth”, “front 
room of hell”, “hell of diabolical 
slaughter” or as “station to 
paradise”.
 Rudolf A. Haunschmied 
(Austrian author and local 
historian) writes in “Gusen – a 
Manisfestation of Austrian 
Oblivion”“While the former 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p  o f 
Mauthausen found its way into 
p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s ,  t h e 
concentration camp of Gusen 
sank into oblivion or was 
downgraded to the long list of 
m o r e  o r  l e s s  i m p o r t a n t 
secondary camps. The fact that 
Gusen had already been planned in 

March 1938, even before the 
o ff i c i a l  f ounda t ion  o f  t he 
Mauthausen concentration camp, 
and that until the beginning of 
1944, it was the biggest and vastly 
independen t  twin  camp of 
Mauthausen, was neither taken 
into account in research and the 
protection of memorial places, nor 
in official state commemoration.
 Already in the years following 
World War II, the economic 
importance of the newly founded 
industrial areas surrounding 
Gusen, substantially contributed 
to the fact that Gusen was hardly 
considered when it came to the 
planning of memorial monuments. 
In the early 1960s,  former 
prisoners and survivors of the 
camp had to fight really hard in 
order to prevent the transfer of the 
Gusen crematorium into the public 
memorial of Mauthausen. They 
ensured that the location of the 
crematorium furnace remained in 
its original place, by constructing 
the Gusen memorial and thus 
securing its place.
The concrete memorial with its 
narrow, labyrinth like entrance 
deliberately refers to the gigantic 
bu t  i nv i s ib l e  unde rg round 
industrial facilities, that prisoners 

from the Gusen II concentration 
camp had to build in St. Georgen 
and Gusen under horrific and 
unimaginable conditions.”
 “In 1939 concentration camp 
prisoners from a provisional camp 
i n  W i e n e r g r a b e n ,  n e a r 
Mauthausen, were deployed in the 
towns of St. Georgen and Gusen 
for the first time. The construction 
of the actual prison camp in Gusen 
began in the winter of 1939/1940, 
a  f e w  m o n t h s  a f t e r  t h e 
construction of the Mauthausen 
concentration camp. Between 
1940 and 1941, the administrative 
center of the “German Earth- and 
Stone Works Company” (DEST ) 
was moved from Berlin to St. 
Georgen. In 1940 the Gusen 
concentration camp was also 
called the “Polish camp”, because 
the first large group of prisoners 
had been members of Poland’s 
elite. Already in this early stage, 
harsh labor conditions, utmost 
brutality, crudeness, starvation 
and most of all catastrophic 
hygienic conditions, were the 
main  fac tors  for  the  rap id 
annihilation of the “enemies of the 
Reich”, who were sent to Gusen 
during the war for a “special 
treatment”. 

From 1941 “Republican Spanish” 
prisoners arrived in the Gusen 
camp, and most of them were 
ki l led .  In  the  fa l l  of  1941 
thousands of Soviet prisoners of 
war followed, in the so-called 
“Prisoner of War Labor Camp 
Mauthausen/Gusen”, where they 
were decimated mercilessly.
In the beginning of 1942 the first 
gassing in history took place in 
Gusen.  Typical  and simple 
m e t h o d s  o f  m a s s  k i l l i n g , 
especially “bathing to death”, 
drowning and freezing to death of 
thousands of sick prisoners, 
incapable of work were perfected 
here. In Gusen, besides medical 
experiments on prisoners, human 
organs and body parts were used 
for medical preparations or turned 
into other objects, and were later 
exhibited in the “Pathological 
Ward” of the camp.

 Until the fall of 1943 the camp 
a l s o  h o u s e d  a  “ m u s e u m ” 
containing a vast amount of 
archeological artifacts, which had 
b e e n  f o u n d  d u r i n g  t h e 
construction of the extensive 
railway system. The construction 
of a large Danube harbor, that had 
already started, was stopped by 
Third Reich minister Albert Speer 
personally, during his visit to the 
Gusen camp in the spring of 1943.
 In the years 1942 and 1943, the 
DEST Gusen gradually changed 
the nature of its production. Gusen 
was no longer used for the granite 
industry , but became a location 
for the arms industry. From 
F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 3  a  p r i s o n e r 
command group, the “Armor of 
Vienna” (“Rüstung Wien”) started 
working for the Viennese army 
department.

 Continued on page 7

Gusen - A Town Looks Back... Summarised by Marie-Louise Weissenböck
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Deafness And Blindness by Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, President C4I International

He said, “Go and tell this people: 
‘Be ever hearing, but never 
understanding; be ever seeing, but 
never perceiving.’ Make the heart 
of this people calloused; make 
their ears dull and close their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts, and 
turn and be healed.”
 It must have been a terrible 
assignment for Isaiah. After he 
saw the awesome vision of the 
Lord on His throne and survived it, 
Isaiah receives this assignment as 
a prophet. Preaching in order that 
just because of your preaching no 
repentance and healing will take 
place, but rather a progressive 
hardening, greater deafness and 
blindness. As a minister you 
cannot bear to think that just 
because of your preaching the 
congregation gets more deaf and 
bl ind.  That  your preaching 
increasingly hardens the hearts 
thus preventing conversion. As an 
assignment from God! The Lord 
closing the eyes and ears of your 
audience and giving them a heart 
of stone. God’s plan with His 
p e o p l e  I s r a e l .  B e y o n d 
comprehension!
 Jesus quotes these words from 
Isaiah. He too concludes that Israel 
does not understand. The more He 
tries to clarify to His Jewish 
brothers and sisters what will be 
for the good of their shalom, the 
less they understand. Deaf and 
blind. Yes, even increasingly so 
during His preaching. That is why 
He tells His disciples that He 
speaks to them straight out and 
directly, but to his bystanders in 
p a r a b l e s .  “ H e  s a i d ,  “ T h e 
knowledge of the secrets of the 
kingdom of God has been given to 
you, but to others I speak in 
parables, so that, “‘though seeing, 
they may not see; though hearing, 
they may not understand.’” (Luke 
8:10). 

On His triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem Jesus says, weeping 
over the city of Jerusalem, “If 
you, even you, had only known 
on this day what would bring 
you peace, but now it is hidden 
from your eyes.” (Luke 19:42). 

And when something is hidden 
from your eyes, you simply cannot 
see it. Jesus knows this – and 
weeps about it. And John writes in 
his Gospel in chapter 12:37-41 
“Even after Jesus had done all 
these miraculous signs in their 

presence, they still would not 
believe in Him. This was to fulfill 
the word of Isaiah the prophet: 
“Lord, who has believed our 
message and to whom has the arm 
of the Lord been revealed?” For 
this reason they could not believe, 
because, as Isaiah says elsewhere: 
“He has blinded their eyes and 
hardened their hearts, so they can 
neither see with their eyes, nor 
understand with their hearts, nor 
turn–and I would heal them.” 
Isaiah said this because he saw 
Jesus’ glory and spoke about 
Him.”
 Paul has exactly the same 
experience. Passionately he 
proclaims Jesus in the Book of 
Acts. Time and again he goes to 
the synagogues first. But his 
Jewish brothers and sisters do not 
see it. They hear what he is saying 
about Jesus, but it simply does not 
sink into their minds and hearts. 
They do not (yet) receive the 
revelation about Jesus. And that is 
exactly what you need to be able to 
see who Jesus really is. When 
Peter suddenly can see in Matthew 
16:13-17 and says: “You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
Jesus  immedia te ly  repl ies : 
“Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to 
you by man, but by my Father in 
h e a v e n . ”  Yo u  c a n  g e t  t h e 
catechism explained from start to 
finish and backwards, your ears 
can hear the explanation of the 
religious doctrine, but if you do 
not receive revelation then you 
simply don’t see it. It will not sink 
into your mind & heart.
 At the end of the Book of Acts 
Paul too quotes Isaiah 6, just like 
Jesus. In a disputing fashion his 
Jewish visitors walk off. And Paul 
concludes by saying: “The Holy 
Spirit spoke the truth to your 
forefathers when he said through 
Isaiah the prophet: ” ‘Go to this 
people and say, “You will be ever 
hearing but never understanding; 
you will be ever seeing but never 
perceiving.” For this people’s 
heart has become calloused; they 
hardly hear with their ears, and 
they have closed their eyes. 
Otherwise they might see with 
their eyes, hear with their ears, 
understand with their hearts and 
turn, and I would heal them.’ 
“Therefore I want you to know 
that God’s salvation has been sent 
to the Gentiles, and they will 
listen!” For two whole years Paul 
stayed there in his rented house 
and welcomed all who came to see 
h i m .  B o l d l y  a n d  w i t h o u t 
h indrance  he  preached the 
kingdom of God and taught about 
the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Acts 
28:23-31). The more he preached 
this to the Jews the more deaf, 
blind and hardened they became. 
E s p e c i a l l y  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s 
preaching. They started to throw 
him out of the synagogue, throw 
stones at him and bring him to 
court. And Paul says: “Why, Lord? 
Why is it possible that I can see 
who you really are, but my Jewish 
brothers and sisters cannot? In fact 
they see increasingly less of it. 
While the Gentiles apparently 
have no problem with it, but flock 
in in large numbers?”

 In Romans 11 Paul is allowed 
to see something of it. Jesus 
showed him that, because He 
appeared to Paul multiple times, 
not only on the road to Damascus. 
I have not learned my gospel from 
my brothers in Jerusalem – nor 
from Peter or John or James or one 
of the others, but the Lord Himself 
has revealed it to me, he says in 
Galatians 1:11-12. It wasn’t till 
later that Paul got in touch with the 
other apostles. And thus he is 
allowed to see in Romans 11:8 that 
God’s plan is behind this all. 
“GOD gave them a spirit of deep 
sleep, eyes to NOT see and ears to 
NOT hear, until the present day.” 
God is behind this all, Paul 
discovers. And in Romans 11:25 
he says: “I do not want you to be 
ignorant of this mystery (and a 
mystery is something you cannot 
really understand), brothers and 
sisters, so that you may not be 
conceited: Israel has experienced a 
hardening in part until…” “In 
part” for two reasons. First of all: 
there have always been Jews like 
P a u l  w h o  d i d  r e c e i v e  t h e 
revelation concerning Jesus. 
Numerically perhaps 0.90% of the 
Jewish people, but still. First 
fruits, to guarantee a big harvest 
that one day will come. But also 
‘in part’ because pious Jews are 
not without God but have a blind 
spot for who Jesus is. And that has 
to do with the gentiles and will last 
“UNTIL the full number of the 
Gentiles has come in…”

 One day the deafness and 
blindness will be lifted. One day 
their heart of stone will be 
replaced by a heart of flesh. 

Deaf and blind the Jewish people 
returns to Israel, says Isaiah 43:5-
8, to the Promised Land. “Do not 
be afraid, for I am with you; I will 
bring your children from the east 
and gather you from the west. I 
will say to the north, ‘Give them 
up!’ and to the south, ‘Do not hold 
them back.’ Bring my sons from 
afar and my daughters from the 
ends of the earth— everyone who 
is called by my name, whom I 
created for my glory, whom I 
formed and made.” Lead out those 
who have eyes but are blind, who 
have ears but are deaf.” From the 
north and the south, from the east 
and the west. From over the entire 
world. Ezekiel 36:24-28 says:  
“‘For I will take you out of the 
nations; I will gather you from all 
the countries and bring you back 
into your own land. I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you will 
be clean; I will cleanse you from 
all your impurities and from all 
your idols. I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you; I 
will remove your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I 
will put my Spirit in you…” First 
restoration on a national level and 
then restoration on a spiritual 
level. But not before the full 
number of the Gentiles has come 
in.
 Does the church see all of this? 
Or is she just as deaf and blind for 
what God is presently fulfilling to 
Israel in our days? Sometimes she 
falls on Israel in an untamed 

missionary spirit , the Jewish 
people is the most evangelized 
people on earth. Every church, 
congregation or denomination has 
its own mission to the Jews. 
Jerusalem alone has more than 
1,400 churches and/or Christian 
presence, a mayor of Jerusalem 
once told me. As if the church 
says: God has hardened and 
blinded them and gave them 
deafness of their ears…, but we 
will get them saved! Or the church 
constantly crit icizes Israel, 
blaming her for her unbelief and 
range themselves on the side of 
Israel’s enemies. Everywhere old 
and new forms of anti-Semitism 
revive, or rather hatred towards 
Jews. Christian forms of hatred 
towards Jews too. Resentment 
about Israel’s ‘stubbornness’. 
Israel’s ‘rigid’ politics. Israel’s 
‘unbelief’. But who touches Israel 
touches the apple of God’s eye. 
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. 
Be spiritual watchmen on Zion’s 
walls. That is the mission for the 
church. How lovely are the feet of 
those who bring good tidings to 
Jerusalem. Who say: Your God 
rules, Your God is King, Isaiah 
52:7. Who say:
 “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the Lord 
rises upon you. See, darkness 
covers the earth and thick darkness 
is over the nations, but the Lord 
rises upon you and his glory 
appears over you. Nations will 
come to your light, and kings to the 
brightness of your dawn.” (Isaiah 
60:1-3, NIV) THE LORD insists 
on His holy dwelling. The time to 
be merciful for Israel has come. 
But the light over the gentile world 
is failing. The powers of darkness 
are preparing for the final battle. 
We are approaching the outcome 
of world history. Does the church 
see all of this? We may reach out 
expectant ly  towards  Jesus’ 
coming in Glory. To make all 
things new forever. Also for Israel.

In our country (The Netherlands) 
the first Sunday in October is the 
so-called Israel  Sunday.  In 
Germany they follow a different 
rule because there Israel Sunday is 
on the last Sunday in August. 
Some time ago I was invited to 
teach about Israel in Germany, 
amongst others in Hamburg on a 
Tu e s d a y  e v e n i n g .  A l s o  i n 
Wolfsburg, Celle, Peine and 
Hildesheim and on Israel Sunday 
in Braunschweig.
 When I  got  back to  the 
Netherlands I almost immediately 
received an e-mail from someone 
who had listened to the teaching in 
Hamburg. This man told me that 
he visited the service in his 
congregation in the German 
Evangelical Lutheran church on 
the following Israel Sunday. He 
wrote: “… it was pointed out from 
the pulpit today, the Israel Sunday, 
in our Evangelical Church that 
Israel’s election, mentioned in 
today’s preaching from Exodus 
19:1-6, historically should be 
considered as figments of one’s 
imagination that stemmed from 

the Babylonian exile to spread a 
message of hope…” And also: … 
that only a tiny percentage of the 
congregations of the Evangelical 
Lutheran churches really believes 
in the election of Israel as God’s 
own people…”
 In short: the election of Israel 
as God’s covenant people is a 
figment of one’s imagination that 
stemmed from the Babylonian 
exile, between 600 and 500 BCE. 
And only a tiny percentage of the 
Evangelical Lutheran churches in 
Germany believes that Israel is 
God’s chosen people. One can 
hope that this is differently in the 
Dutch churches. However, it is to 
be feared that this is increasingly 
so in the Netherlands too.
 No longer believing the Bible 
as the authoritative Word of God 
removes the firm ground under the 
special calling and election of 
Israel as God’s covenant people. 
Then Israel is regarded as an 
ordinary people. The non-Jewish 
Balaam knew better than that. In 
Numbers 23:8-9 he says: “…How 
can I curse those whom God has 
not cursed? How can I denounce 
those whom the Lord has not 
denounced? From the rocky peaks 
I see them, from the heights I view 
them. I see a people who live apart 
and do not consider themselves 
one of  the  nat ions…” (Or, 
according to the King James 
version: “…and shall not be 
reckoned among the nations.”) 
Looking down from the rocks 
Balaam sees the people of Israel in 
the desert. And says: it is a people 
who live apart and do not consider 
themselves one of the nations. To 
put in modern day English: there 
are nations united in the United 
Nations and there is Israel. Israel 
plus the United Nations. But Israel 
not as one of the nations. Called to 
reveal the Most High in this world 
and to be a blessing for the nations.
 And then says Balaam in 
Numbers 24:9b: “…May those 
who bless you be blessed and 
those who curse you be cursed!” 
God’s covenants with Israel are 
solid as a rock. For God’s gifts and 
his call are irrevocable, says Paul 
i n  R o m a n s  1 1 : 2 9 .  A n d 
Deuteronomy 7:6-7 says: “…For 
you are a people holy to the Lord 
your God. The Lord your God has 
chosen you out of all the peoples 
on the face of the earth to be his 
people, his treasured possession. 
The Lord did not set his affection 
on you and choose you because 
you were more numerous than 
other peoples, for you were the 
fewest of all peoples. But it was 
because the Lord loved you and 
kept the oath he swore to your 
ancestors…”
 May especially on the Israel 
Sunday the connection with the 
land and people of Israel be central 
and be glorified. May the truth of 
God’s Word be preached on all 
pulpits in the Netherlands and 
Germany. And on all the following 
Sundays too. Until He comes to 
make all things for ever new!

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer is 
a l s o  H o n o r a r y  P r e s i d e n t 
European Coalition for Israel.
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Brussels, 15th November, 2013 – 
In the aftermath of the 75th 
Anniversary of the Night of 
Broken Glass, a more recent 
anniversary was marked in the 
European Parliament in Brussels 
o n  We d n e s d a y,  w h e n  t h e 
European Coalition for Israel 
celebrated its 10th Anniversary in 
the EU capital. The conference 
“EU-Israel - Which way forward” 
reviewed EU-Israeli relations 
since the Yom Kippur War of 
1973, in the light of the proposed 
EU guidelines for the disputed 
territories. The new guidelines 
forbid EU grants, prizes and loans 
from going not just to Israeli 
entities located beyond the Green 
Line, but also to Israeli entities that 
have any activities beyond the 
post-1967 lines.
 ‘Europe is losing the streets in 
Israel,’ warned Israeli diplomat 
David Saranga, who spoke at the 
conference. ‘There is no vacuum, 
so if Europe continues to make life 
difficult for Israel, chances are that 
Israel will start looking in other 
directions for cooperation,’.
 ECI Legal Counsel Andrew 
Tucker pointed to the Yom Kippur 
War in 1973 as a watershed 
moment for EU-Israeli relations. It 
was then, that for the first time, the 
European Community formulated 
a common position on the Arab-
Israeli conflict. They declared the 
disputed territories to be illegal 
under international law, and 
recognised the rights of the 
Palestinians to their own state 
within the 1949 Armistice Lines.     
 Tucker suggested that it was 
the oil embargo which followed 
the Yom Kippur War and the 
threats of terrorism which were 
the main explanations for the 
sudden European change of 
heart and political direction.
 Historian Bat Ye’or pointed to 
the Venice Declaration of 1980 
and the Euro-Arab dialogue as a 
consolidation of the new European 
policy.  This was when, for 
commercial reasons, the European 
Community aligned itself with the 
narrative of the Arab League. The 
EU guidel ines  are  a  direct 
consequence of these earlier 
policy decisions, argued Tucker 
and Bat Ye’or.
 MEP Sari Essayah criticised 

the European External Action 
Service (EEAS) for singling out 
Israel  and overstepping i ts 
boundar i e s  by  i s su ing  the 
controversial guidelines at a time 
when the European Parliament 
was about to leave on holiday and 
the political institutions of Europe 
were closing for the summer. ‘This 
goes against every principle of 
good governance and democracy,’ 
she said. ‘Why did the EEAS not 
have any consultations with the 
only democratically elected 
inst i tut ion in the EU - the 
European Parliament - and why is 
Israel singled out again, whereas 
o ther  s t a tes  wi th  d i spu ted 
territories, such as Morocco, are 
never questioned?’ she continued. 
Essayah also criticised the timing 
of the guidelines, which were 
issued the very same week as the 
US Foreign Secretary John Kerry 
had managed to re-start the peace 
talks.
 The t imel ine  of  the  EU 
guidelines has been highly 
criticised by another senior MEP, 
Elmar Brok, the Chairman of the 
EP Foreign Affairs Committee. In 
an interview with the Jerusalem 
Post in July, he called the timing of 
the issuing of the guidelines 
“catastrophic” and accused the EU 
bureaucracy of being divorced 
from the rest of the world. 
According to Brok, the guidelines 
can be counterproductive for 
Europe, since Israel is a leading 
nation in research and innovation. 
E l m a r  B r o k  s p o k e  a t  t h e 
conference, where he emphasised 
that the new challenge for Israel is 
to win the media war. In other 
words, Israel needs to win back the 
streets of Europe.
 The EEAS Deputy Head of 
Miss ion ,  Je rome Cass ie r s , 
attended the conference in order to 
compile a report for the High 
Representative of Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy,Catherine 
Ash ton ,  who  i s  u l t imate ly 
responsible for the guidelines. In 
his speech, he defended the 
guidelines by saying that they 
were not an act of legislation but 
had been issued on the explicit 
orders of the European Council 
(The EU Foreign Ministers) in 
accordance with the conclusions 
of their December 2012 summit. 

The guidelines were issued in 
preparation for the renewal of the 
next round of EU programmes, 
especially the 80 billion Euro 
flagship programme for research 
and innovation, Horizon 2020. 
Israel is the only non-EU member 
to be part of the programme. He 
defended the guidelines as being 
in compliance with EU policy and 
international law. He hoped that 
negotiations with the Israeli 
Government  would lead to 
pragmatic solutions which will not 
harm EU-Israeli trade relations. 
But he also reiterated that the 
settlements are obstacles to peace.
 ECI Founding Director Tomas 
Sandell closed the conference by 
stating that settlements are not 
obstacles to peace, but in full 
compliance with international law, 
as stated in Article 15 of the 
Mandate for Palestine. This states 
that “No discrimination shall be 
made between the inhabitants of 
Palestine on the sole grounds of 
race, religion or language.”
 He reiterated the concerns 
expressed by Andrew Tucker, that 
Jews could be expelled from the 
territories promised to them in the 
San Remo Resolution of 1920 and 
the Mandate for Palestine of 1922.
  ‘Palestinian leader, Mahmud 
Abbas, has stated that there can be 
no Jews in a future Palestinian 
state, and we have not heard any 
p r o t e s t s  f r o m  t h e  H i g h 
Representative,’ he noted. He 
went on to say that incitement to 
hatred is the real obstacle to peace 
and has to be stopped in order to 
achieve peace. The EU urgently 
needs to address this issue.
 In his speech, he presented the 
contours of a new EU policy 
towards the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
which better reflects European 
values. ‘There is still only one 
state in the whole region of the 
Middle East, which shares and 
abides by these values, and that 
is Israel. It is now high time that 
the EU also recognises this fact, 
and states it publicly.’
 The conference ended with 
Andrew Tucker  and Tomas 
Sandell handing an Open letter to 
Mr. Cassiers and Mr. Brok, 
respectively representing the High 
Representative and the Foreign 
A ff a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  o f  t h e 
European Parliament. The letter 
urges the EU to rescind the 
proposed guidelines, and urgently 
review the EU’s policy with regard 
to Palestinian statehood and the 
disputed territories.
 The open letter which is signed 
by over 40 prominent European 
political leaders, among them 
government ministers, will be 
formally presented to the EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Foreign Ministers at the EU 
member states in February 2014.

ECI - European Coalition Marks 
10th Anniversary In Support Of Israel
Sourced by the European Coalition for Israel

Andrew Tucker and Tomas Sandell handing 
an open letter to Mr. J. Cassiers 

Nijkerk (Netherlands) - About 300 
people gathered on Monday 
morning, January 13th, at the head 
office of the PGGM pension fund 
in Zeist, the Netherlands. They 
showed their anger about PGGM's 
decision to stop their investments 
in five of the largest banks in 
Israel.
 The workers of the pension 
fund were confronted with a large 
crowd of people with Israeli flags 
and banners on which PGGM was 
asked to stop the boycott against 
Israel. They all received an open 
letter that Christians for Israel 
Netherlands wrote to the board of 
PGGM. The demonstration was 
organized by Christians for Israel 
Netherlands. Executive Director 
Roger van Oordt explains: “We 
are against a boycott of Israel and 
we want PGGM to reverse their 
decision to stop investing in five 
Israeli banks. If this doesn't 
happen, we will continue our 
actions. We also call on the people 
who have their pension at PGGM 
to show their concern.”
 C h a i r m a n  S c h u t t e  o f 
Christians for Israel Netherlands 

notes that the atmosphere in the 
Netherlands is getting more and 
more fierce. “PGGM is already the 
third Dutch company in a short 
period of time that is terminating 
investments in Israel. It is of 
utmost importance to show that 
many people disagree, before 
more companies follow their 
example.”
 A delegation of Christians for 
Israel, including director Van 
Oordt and chairman Schutte, was 
invited by the executive board of 
PGGM to talk about the issue. At 
t h e  m e e t i n g  C h i e f  R a b b i 
B i n y o m i n  J a c o b s  o f  t h e 
Netherlands was present, to show 
PGGM that the matter is also a 
great concern for the Jewish 
community in the Netherlands.
 After the conversation, Roger 
van  Oord t  shared  tha t  the 
demonstration had a large impact 
on PGGM, but that there is not yet 
a signal that PGGM wants to 
reverse their decision. In the 
coming months, Christians for 
Israel will keep a close eye to the 
developments, and if necessary 
take appropriate actions.

Disinvestment Boycott 
Sanction By Arjan Wendt

Johansson Dumps Oxfam
Over Israel Deal
Sourced from NZ Herald

Scarlett Johansson has chosen to 

end her collaboration with Oxfam 

In te rna t iona l  in  f avour  o f 

honouring her contract with 

SodaStream: an Israeli company 

that operates in the West Bank.
 The Israeli drink maker signed 

the actress as its first ‘global brand 

ambassador’. She was to appear in 

a TV Super Bowl ad.
 The 29-year-old star refused to 

back down from the ad campaign, 

stating that she "never intended on 

being the face of any social or 

political movement, distinction, 

separation or stance".
 "I remain a supporter of 

economic cooperation and social 

interaction between a democratic 

Israel and Palestine," she added in 

a statement released to The 

Huffington Post. "SodaStream is 

not  only  commit ted to  the 

environment but to building a 

bridge to peace between Israel and 

Palestine, supporting neighbours 

working alongside each other, 

receiving equal pay, equal benefits 

and equal rights." 
 A statement released by the 

actress' spokesperson said that she 

has "a fundamental difference of 

opinion" with the humanitarian 

group, which opposes all trade 

from Israeli settlements, claiming 

that they are "illegal" and "deny 

Palestinian rights". Oxfam is 

opposed to all trade from Israeli 

settlements, which Oxfam sees as 

‘illegal’ under international law.                                                                                                            
 "Ms Johansson has worked 

with Oxfam since 2005 and in 

2 0 0 7  b e c a m e  a  G l o b a l 

Ambassador, helping to highlight 

the impact of natural disasters and 

raise funds to save lives and fight 

poverty."
 (An “uncensored” version of 

the 30-second ad that was to be 

played during the Super Bowl 

went viral online this week after 

SodaStream announced it was 

banned by Fox.)
 (Photo/supplied by Peter 

Yang/Splash News)
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Now, the Jewish people's odyssey 
through time has taught us two 
things: Never give up hope, always 
remain vigilant. Hope charts the 
future. Vigilance protects it.
 Today our hope for the future is 
challenged by a nuclear-armed Iran 
that seeks our destruction. 
 But I want you to know, that 
wasn't always the case. Some 2,500 
years ago the great Persian king 
Cyrus ended the Babylonian exile 
of the Jewish people. He issued a 
f a m o u s  e d i c t  i n  w h i c h  h e 
proclaimed the right of the Jews to 
return to the land of Israel and 
rebuild the Jewish temple in 
Jerusalem. That's a Persian decree. 
And thus began an his tor ic 
friendship between the Jews and 
the Persians that lasted until 
modern times.
 But in 1979 a radical regime in 
Tehran tried to stamp out that 
friendship. As it was busy crushing 
the Iranian people's hope for 
democracy, it always led wild 
chants of "death of the Jews."
Now, since that time, presidents of 
Iran have come and gone. Some 
pres idents  were  cons idered 
moderates, other hard-liners. But 
they've all served that same 
unforgiving creed, that same 
unforgiving regime, that creed that 
is espoused and enforced by the 
real power in Iran, the dictator 
known as the supreme leader, first 
Ayatollah Khomeini and now 
Ayatollah Khamenei.
 President Rohani, like the 
presidents who came before him, is 
a loyal servant of the regime. He 
was one of only six candidates the 
regime permitted to run for office. 
See, nearly 700 other candidates 
were rejected.
 So what made him acceptable? 
Wel l ,  Rohani  headed I ran 's 
Supreme Nat iona l  Secur i ty 
Council from 1989 through 2003. 
During that time Iran's henchmen 
gunned down opposition leaders in 
a Berlin restaurant. They murdered 
85 people at the Jewish community 
center in Buenos Aires. They killed 
19 American soldiers by blowing 
up the Khobar Towers in Saudi 
Arabia.
 Are we to believe that Rohani, 
the national security adviser of Iran 
at the time, knew nothing about 
these attacks? Of course he did, just 
as 30 years ago Iran's security 
chiefs knew about the bombings in 
Beirut that killed 241 American 
M a r i n e s  a n d  5 8  F r e n c h 
paratroopers.
 Rohani was also Iran's chief 
nuclear negotiator between 2003 
and 2005. He masterminded the 
strategy which enabled Iran to 
advance its nuclear weapons 
program behind a smoke screen of 
diplomatic engagement and very 
soothing rhetoric.

 Now I know:  Rohani doesn't 
sound like Ahmadinejad. But 
when it comes to Iran's nuclear 
weapons program, the only 
difference between them is this: 

Ahmadinejad was a wolf in wolf's 
clothing. Rohani is a wolf in 
sheep's clothing, a wolf who 
thinks he can pull the wool over 
the eyes of the international 
community.

 I  wish we could bel ieve 
Rohani's words, but we must focus 
on Iran's actions. And it's the brazen 
contrast between Rohani's words 
and Iran's actions that is so 
startling. Rohani stood at this very 
podium last week and praised 
Iranian democracy -- Iranian 
democracies. But the regime that 
he represents executes political 
dissidents by the hundreds and jails 
them by the thousands.
 Ladies and gentlemen, facts are 
stubborn things, and the facts are 
that Iran's savage record flatly 
contradicts Rohani's soothing 
rhetoric.
 Last Friday Rohani assured us 
that in pursuit of its nuclear 
program, Iran  has never chosen 
deceit and secrecy, ‘never chosen 
deceit and secrecy’. Well, in 2002 
Iran was caught red-handed 
secretly building an underground 
centrifuge facility in Natanz. And 
then in 2009 Iran was again caught 
red-handed secretly building a 
huge underground nuclear facility 
for uranium enrichment in a 
mountain near Qom.
 Rohani tells us not to worry. He 
assures us that all of this is not 
intended for nuclear weapons. Any 
of you believe that? If you believe 
that, here are a few questions you 
might want to ask.  Why would a 
country that claims to only want 
peaceful nuclear energy, why 
would such a country build hidden 
underground enrichment facilities?
 Why would a country with vast 
natural energy reserves invest 
billions in developing nuclear 
energy? Why would a country 
intent on merely civilian nuclear 
programs continue to defy multiple 
Security Council resolutions and 
incur the tremendous cost of 
c r i p p l i n g  s a n c t i o n s  o n  i t s 
economy?
 And why would a country with 
a  peaceful  nuclear  program 
develop intercontinental ballistic 
missiles, whose sole purpose is to 
deliver nuclear warheads? You 
don't build ICBMs to carry TNT  
thousands of miles away; you build 
them for one purpose, to carry 
nuclear warheads. And Iran is 
building now ICBMs that the 
United States says could reach this 
city in three or four years.
 Why would they do all this? 
The answer is simple. Iran is not 
building a peaceful  nuclear 
program; Iran is developing 
nuclear weapons. Last year alone, 
Iran enriched three tons of uranium 
to 3 1/2 percent, doubled its 
stockpile of 20 percent enriched 
uranium and added thousands of 
new cen t r i fuges ,  inc lud ing 
advanced centrifuges. It also 
continued work on the heavy water 
reactor in Arak; that's in order to 

have another route to the bomb, a 
plutonium path.   And since 
Rohani's election -- and I stress this 
-- this vast and feverish effort has 
continued unabated.
 L a d i e s  a n d  g e n t l e m e n , 
underground nuclear facilities, 
heavy water reactors, advanced 
centrifuges, ICMBs. 
 See, it's not that it's hard to find 
evidence that Iran has a nuclear 
program, a nuclear weapons 
program; it's hard to find evidence 
that Iran doesn't have a nuclear 
weapons program.
 Last year when I spoke here at 
the UN I drew a red line. Now, Iran 
has been very careful not to cross 
that line but Iran is positioning 
itself to race across that line in the 
future at a time of its choosing. Iran 
wants to be in a position to rush 
forward to build nuclear bombs 
before the international community 
can detect it and much less prevent 
it.
 Yet Iran faces one big problem, 
and that problem can be summed 
up in one word: sanctions. I have 
argued for many years, including 
on this podium, that the only way to 
peacefully prevent Iran from 
developing nuclear weapons is to 
combine tough sanctions with a 
credible military threat. And that 
policy today is bearing fruit. 
Thanks to the efforts of many 
countries, many represented here, 
and under the leadership of the 
United States, tough sanctions have 
taken a big bite off the Iranian 
economy.
 Oil revenues have fallen. The 
currency has plummeted. Banks 
are hard-pressed to transfer money. 
So as a result, the regime is under 
intense pressure from the Iranian 
people to get the sanctions relieved 
or removed.
 That's why Rohani got elected 
in the first place. That's why he 
launched his charm offensive. He 
definitely wants to get the sanctions 
lifted; I guarantee you that. But he 
doesn't want to give up Iranians' 
nuclear - Iran's nuclear weapons 
program in return.
 Now here's a strategy to achieve 

this. First, smile a lot. Smiling 
never hurts. Second, pay lip service 
to peace, democracy and tolerance. 
T h i r d ,  o f f e r  m e a n i n g l e s s 
concessions in exchange for lifting 
sanctions. And fourth, and the most 
important, ensure that Iran retains 
sufficient nuclear material and 
sufficient nuclear infrastructure to 
race to the bomb at a time it chooses 
to do so.
 You know why Rohani thinks 
he can get away with this? I mean, 
this is a ruse. It's a ploy. Why does 
Rohani think he - thinks he can get 
away with it? Because - because 
he's gotten away with it before, 
because his strategy of talking a lot 
and doing little has worked for him 
in the past.
 He even brags about this. Here's 
what he said in his 2011 book about 
his time as Iran's chief nuclear 
negotiator, and I quote: "While we 
were talking to the Europeans in 
Tehran ,  we  were  ins ta l l ing 
equipment in Isfahan."
 Now, for those of you who don't 
know, the Isfahan facility is an 
indispensable part of Iran's nuclear 
weapons program. That's where 
uranium ore called yellowcake is 
converted into an enrichable form. 
Rohani boasted, and I quote, “By 
creating a calm environment - a 
calm environment - we were able to 
complete the work in Isfahan." He 
fooled the world once. Now he 
thinks he can fool it again.
 You see, Rohani thinks he can 
have his yellowcake and eat it too. 
And he has another reason to 
believe that he can get away with 
this. And that reason is called North 
Korea. Like Iran, North Korea also 
said its nuclear program was for 
peaceful purposes. Like Iran, North 
Korea also offered meaningless 
concessions and empty promises in 
return for sanctions relief.
 In 2005 North Korea agreed 
to a deal that was celebrated the 
world over by many well -
meaning people. Here's what the 
New York Times editorial had to 
say about it, quote: "For years 
now, foreign policy insiders have 
pointed to North Korea as the 

ultimate nightmare, a closed, 
h o s t i l e  a n d  p a r a n o i d 
dictatorship with an aggressive 
nuclear weapons program. Very 
few could envision a successful 
outcome, and yet North Korea 
agreed in principle this week to 
dismantle its nuclear weapons 
program, return to the NPT, 
abide by the treaty's safeguards 
a n d  a d m i t  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 
i n s p e c t o r s . ”  A n d  f i n a l l y, 
"diplomacy, it seems, does work 
after all. Ladies and gentlemen, a 
year later, North Korea exploded 
its first nuclear weapons device.”
 Yet, as dangerous as a nuclear-
armed North Korea is, it pales in 
comparison to the danger of a 
nuclear-armed Iran. A nuclear-
armed Iran would have a choke 
hold on the world's main energy 
supplies. It would trigger nuclear 
proliferation throughout the 
Middle East, turning the most 
unstable part of the planet into a 
nuclear tinderbox. And for the first 
time in history, it would make the 
specter of nuclear terrorism a clear 
and present danger. A nuclear-
armed Iran in the Middle East 
wouldn't be another North Korea. It 
would be another 50 North Koreas.
 Now, I know that some in the 
international community think I'm 
exaggerating this threat. Sure, they 
know that Iran's regime leads these 
chants, "death to America, death to 
Israel," that it pledges to wipe Israel 
off the map. But they think that this 
wild rhetoric is just bluster for 
domestic consumption. Have these 
people learned nothing from 
history? 
 The last century has taught us 
that when a radical regime with 
global ambitions gets awesome 
power, sooner or later its appetite 
for aggression knows no bounds. 
That's the central lesson of the 20th 
century. And we cannot forget it. 
The world may have forgotten this 
lesson. The Jewish people have not.
Iran's fanaticism is not bluster. It's 
real. The fanatic regime must never 
be allowed to arm itself with 
nuclear weapons. I know that the 
world is weary of war. 

Netanyahu Addresses The UN General Assembly
By Reuters, The Associated Press and Haaretz

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu: “Thank you, Mr. President. I feel deeply honoured and privileged to stand here before you today representing the citizens of the state of 
Israel. We are an ancient people. We date back nearly 4,000 years to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. We have journeyed through time. We've overcome the greatest of adversities. And 
we re-established our sovereign state in our ancestral homeland, the land of Israel.

Netanyahu addresses the UN General Assembly, 1 October 2013
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Shalom Chaverim (Hello friends) and readers,

A Happy New year to you and a very warm welcome to our fi rst New Edition of Israel 
and Christians Today with our fi rst Christians for Israel Australian lift out section.

I pray that this will be amongst a number of fresh new beginnings for the ministry for 
2014 and beyond.

Just to recap and possibly re-introduce you to myself and the C4Israel Australia team. 

Early last year I took over the leadership of the ministry from Robert and Wil Klassen 
as sadly, brother Robert was diagnosed with prostate cancer and despite the best efforts 
of modern medicine it was ultimately the Lord’s will to take Robert Home. We continue 
to pray for Wil and the boys, as they adjust to life without Robert; but comforted in the 
knowledge we will soon be with him and the Lord together according 
to the Blessed hope we have in Christ Jesus.

We had to relocate the entire ministry operation, from Perth in Western 
Australia to Brisbane Queensland on the East Coast and it was for 
me, my wife Mandy and our new Treasurer Eric quite a steep learning 
curve in becoming acquainted with all that is entailed in maintaining 
the good work that Robert and Wil had established and now we 
hope to start building on that foundation and continue to grow and 
develop the ministry as the Lord leads and enables together with the 
wonderful prayerful and generous support of our readers and partners 
like you.

Last year Mandy and I were privileged to attend the Christians for Israel international 
Leadership forum in Jerusalem, where our hearts were further knitted together with the 
other C4I leadership around the world including our counterparts from New Zealand, 
Africa, Europe, Asia and the USA.

We were thrilled to see and hear of many of the testimonies and good works being done 
through the ministry and afterwards we had the pleasure in leading a number of pilgrims 
from Australia on our fi rst ever C4I Study tour with 17 fl ying in from Australia for a truly life 
changing experience under the leadership and tuition of our host, author and international 
president Rev. Willem Glashouwer and his lovely wife Marianne. To walk the Holy Land 
and stand in the places that many of the events and miracles took place and learn about our 

Jewish and Hebraic roots 
of the Christian faith was 
something we will never 
forget.  

We all came home with our 
hearts on fi re for the Lord, 
His Word, and His people 
Israel. We feel compelled 
to share this understanding 
which has been mostly 
hidden or obscured by a 
wrong understanding of 

Gods purpose for both the Church and 
Israel, and how one has certainly NOT 
replaced the other as is clear in Romans 
chapters 9 to 11!

We want to inform, challenge and 
encourage our fellow Australians 
to continue in the legacy many of our 
forefathers did in standing fi rm with Israel 
when many nations round about tried to 
drive her into the sea, “that the name of 
Israel would be no more.”(Psalm 83)

We know many will be 
inspired by the wonderful 
stories coming out of 
this tiny country that is 
literally fulfi lling Bible 
prophecy in that Israel is 
a blessing to the nations, 
through her technology, 
history, culture, and of course because through her came Yeshua, (Jesus) 
the Light of the World and our Passover Lamb and our soon returning 
King, who will be seated on His father David’s throne in Jerusalem. 

(Jn 8:12; 1 Cor 5:7; Lk 1:32)

We want to inform and encourage you to be a part of what God is doing in Israel in 
these exciting days, as we see many of His brethren return to Israel making Alyiah, and 
becoming assimilated and re-established in the land of promise where they will never 
again be uprooted.

We will let you know of opportunities to pray and give practical support for many of the 
wonderful ministries and projects we are supporting, including Ebenezer, Hineni, Joshua 
Foundation and For Zion’s Sake to name but a few.

Like the Men of Issachar, who understood the times and knew what Israel should 
do, (1 Chron. 12:32) and the Bereans (Acts 17:11), we want to equip you with great, 
trustworthy resources and information to help you stay up to-date on what is happening 
both geopolitically and more importantly Biblically and prophetically according to clear 
teaching from Gods Word and in keeping with what is actually happening on the ground, 
both here in Australia, around the region and in Israel itself.

Finally I would like to extend a personal invitation to attend the next UCB Australia Israel 
Tour (April 24 - May 7) to experience for yourself the delights of making Pilgrimage 
through His Land, the Holy Land of Israel. See details else where in this paper.

Thank you for your continued faithful and prayerful support.

God Bless and Shalom, 
Ian Worby (National leader for C4I Australia)

Eric Belcher. For just on year now, Eric 
has served as Treasurer for C4I Australia. 
Married over 30 years to Lorraine with 
two married sons and one grandson, Eric is 
passionate for the matters of the Kingdom of 
Elohim. Having walked with Yeshua since 
he was a small boy, 2014 is a culminating 
year, as he and Lorraine go up to Jerusalem 
for Pesach (Passover) for the fi rst time. 

Eric is now in his 5th year as GM 
of Operations for United Christian 
Broadcasters (UCB) Australia, having 
transitioned from secular employment 
in IT management to full time ministry. 
Eric has a great love for Yehovah, the 
El of Israel, and the people who are the 
Apple of His Eye (Zech 2:8). Participating 

with C4I was a natural fi t in the continuing journey of faith he and his wife are on. 
Preparing himself and others for the return of Messiah is a primary focus for all he does. 
Contact Eric treasurer@c4israel.com.au

John Tweedie. The next Issue of Israel 
and Christians Today will be produced in 
NZ as will all future papers. The English 
paper edition will be made available at this 
stage to Australia, USA, UK and of course 
ourselves. Editions for Asia and Africa 
may follow.

This change is a decision of the C4I Global 
Executive Council. C4INZ is honoured to 
produce the future papers. Many of you will 
remember that Henk Kamsteeg, previous 
national leader of C4INZ also produced a 
paper from NZ. It is an appropriate time 
to profoundly thank Rev. John Tweedie of 
Canada who has produced this paper for 
the past 18 months. John and his team have 
compiled great material from around the 

world to make Israel and Christians Today the highly respected paper it is. We praise 
God for the very successful Canadian ministry which produces many other products such 
as the Prophetic Connection. www.c4i.ca/the-prophetic-connection

“We all came home 
with our hearts on 

fi re for the lord, 
His Word, and His 

people Israel.”

C4I Australia National Leader Ian Worby and 
Mandy Worby, C4I Australia Secretary in 

Jerusalem on tour with UCB.
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ANZACs, Israel and Peace in the Middle East  by Andrew Tucker
In August 2013, Andrew Tucker gave presentations in Auckland, Melbourne and 
Sydney on the subject of Israel, the settlements and the Middle East peace process. 

Andrew argued that in New Zealand and Australia, we owe our freedoms today 
to the bravery of our forefathers in the battle fi elds of the Middle East in the First 
and Second World Wars. Today, we are at risk of throwing that all away. The 
Middle East is falling apart, what we all thought would be an Arab Spring has 
turned into a bitterly cold winter. The Israel/Palestine confl ict should be seen in 
the context of this wider regional issue. The decisions made in relation to that 
issue, could affect us in a very deep way – spiritually and 
politically. 

Andrew put this in the context of the prophecies of the 
Old Testament concerning the division of the land, and 
the judgment of the nations. Although we should always 
be careful in interpreting prophecy, it would seem that 
the events that are taking place today in the context of the 
United Nations regarding Palestine/Israel are connected 
with what we understand will happen in the period leading 
to the Lord’s return. 

As Jesus Himself confi rmed (see eg. Matthew 24), Jerusalem will become the 
centre of events in the end times, when He returns. The prophets, especially 
Joel and Zechariah, indicate that there will be a confl ict between Israel and the 
nations, which is connected with the desire of the nations to “divide the land”. 
The confl ict will be resolved through the direct intervention of the Lord Himself, 
who will judge the nations in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.  

Joel 3: 1-3: “In those days and at that time, when I restore the fortunes of 
Judah and Jerusalem, I will gather all nations and bring them down to the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat. There I will put them on trial for what they did to My 
inheritance, My people Israel, because they scattered My people among the 
nations and divided up My land. They cast lots for My people and traded boys 
for prostitutes; they sold girls for wine to drink.”

Zechariah 12: 1-9: “A prophecy: The word of the Lord concerning Israel. The 
Lord, who stretches out the heavens, who lays the foundation of the earth, and 
who forms the human spirit within a person, declares: “I am going to make 
Jerusalem a cup that sends all the surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be 
besieged as well as Jerusalem.  On that day, when all the nations of the earth 
are gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem an immovable rock for all the 
nations. All who try to move it will injure themselves.  On that day I will strike 
every horse with panic and its rider with madness,” declares the Lord. “I will 
keep a watchful eye over Judah, but I will blind all the horses of the nations. 
Then the clans of Judah will say in their hearts, ‘The people of Jerusalem are 
strong, because the Lord Almighty is their God.’ On that day I will make the 
clans of Judah like a fi repot in a woodpile, like a fl aming torch among sheaves. 
They will consume all the surrounding peoples right and left, but Jerusalem 
will remain intact in her place. The Lord will save the dwellings of Judah fi rst, 
so that the honor of the house of David and of Jerusalem’s inhabitants may not 
be greater than that of Judah.  On that day the Lord will shield those who live 
in Jerusalem, so that the feeblest among them will be like David, and the house 
of David will be like God, like the angel of the Lord going before them. On that 
day I will set out to destroy all the nations that attack Jerusalem.”

Andrew then spoke about the decision on 29th November 2012, in which 138 
nations (including New Zealand) voted in favor of a UN General Assembly 
resolution granting “Palestine” recognition as a “non-member observer state” in 
the United Nations. It was not an offi cial recognition of statehood, but it came 
very close. The Palestinian bid for recognition as a state and UN membership 
is still on the table in the Security Council. Although this General Assembly 
resolution is not binding (the General Assembly has no power to create or recognize 
states) the November 2012 decision has huge political implications. Basically, 
the international community was saying that it supports the Arab Palestinians’ 

conditions for statehood. Those conditions are essentially: 

1. Jerusalem should be divided; 

2. All Jews should be evicted from the old city of Jerusalem 
and their historic homeland in Judea and Samaria; and 

3. A new, Islamic state should be created in the Middle 
East which will be ethnically cleansed of Jews and have as its 
central goal the destruction of the Jewish state of Israel.

In a detailed exposition, Andrew explained the historical and legal background to 
this decision, including:

• The decisions taken by the international community after WWI (Balfour 
Declaration, San Remo resolution, Mandate for Palestine, League of Nations)

• Implications of the 1947 “Partition Plan”  

• Declaration of the State of Israel in May 1948 

• Establishment of the PLO in 1964 

• Six Day War in June 1967 and subsequent UN Security Resolution 242 

• Yom Kippur War in 1973, Arab oil boycott and Palestinian terrorism 

• Oslo, the “two-state solution” and the leading role played by Europe since 1973 

He concluded by arguing that Australia and New Zealand should reverse their 
policies on this issue. Solutions for the Palestinian refugee problem should be 
explored in the context of unconditional support of a vibrant, prosperous Jewish 
state of Israel living within secure borders, which should be a pre-condition for 
any future policy directed at the rebuilding of the Middle East. 

As Christians we need to be praying more actively and intentionally for the “peace 
of Jerusalem” (Psalm 122). Peace for Jerusalem is peace for the nations. We should 
pray for our own nations and leaders, and we should become active “watchmen” on 
the walls of Jerusalem (Isaiah 62:6-7) – we need to watch and discern what is going 
on in the political sphere, understand the times we live in, advocate into our nations, 
and warn them of the consequences of their actions. 

Andrew Tucker is Executive Director of Christians for 
Israel International, and Legal Counsel to the European 
Coalition for Israel. www.c4israel.org and www.ec4i.org 

SPECIAL OFFER: Order Andrew’s DVD 
presentation “Israel, Settlements & International Law” 
as recorded at Parliament House NSW on Tuesday the 
27th August 2013. See page 4 of this insert for details

“Jesus Himself 
confi rmed, Jerusalem 

will become the centre of 
events in the end times, 

when Jesus returns” 
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Recent political changes in Australia have afforded some unique opportunities 
for us as a nation to support Israel. To this end, together with the Executive 
Director of Christians for Israel International, Andrew Tucker, I travelled to 
Canberra and Melbourne to visit a number of infl uential people in politics, 
business and the Jewish community in order to lobby and raise awareness of 
issues relating to Australia’s response to Israel. We were well received, as was 
our message. 

We spoke concerning Australia’s position on settlements and presented a copy of 
an open letter to Baroness Ashton (EU High Representative for Foreign Affairs 
and Security Policy) and the EU Foreign Affairs Council concerning the guidelines 
on European funding of Israeli entities in the “Occupied Palestinian Territories” in 
which, in essence, it is argued that existing Treaty Law in Israel’s favour trumps 
Human Rights Laws being used against Israel. 

We were pleasantly surprised to hear that our the current leadership in federal 
parliament not only understood the position but were supportive of Israel.

We were invited to make submissions to the whole of the federal cabinet and to 
seek a meeting with the Foreign Minister to discuss Australia’s position regarding 
Israel in the near future. This submission is currently being readied for presentation 
in early 2014.

A summary of our observations and outcomes of our trip to Canberra 
and Melbourne is as follows:

• Our current federal government are very supportive of Israel, and 
have a cognisant handle on the core issues of the Islamic 
threat to Australia. (A topic that was introduced to us)

• The new leader of the opposition is also pro-Israel!

• We have been invited to make submissions to every member 
of cabinet

• We have been invited (read strongly encouraged) to speak 
directly to the Foreign Minister and her advisors at our 
earliest convenience.

• A list of names and contact details were provided, and a 
senior government advisor will begin making personal 
introductions to many of these contacts for us.

• Our meetings in Melbourne went very well with a number of 
connected topics being raised, giving us the opportunity to 
connect people on some of these topics.

• We learned a lot and were able to test our assumptions from 
people with fi rst hand experience of issues or communities.

• There will be an opportunity to infl uence the debate and hopeful 
winding back of the Racial Discrimination Act under which some 
Australian pastors have been prosecuted.

• We now have a wealth of new information and contacts across a 
broad section of the political and Jewish community with specifi c 
people assigned to liaise with us.

It is through your faithful support of C4I and the generous support 
of United Christian Broadcasters Australia that we are able to 
invest the time to make these representations. It was made clear 
to us that our political leaders need constituent representation 
on these issues to enable them to progress both discussion and 
action. Supporting Israel and the associated ramifi cations are 
often not popular and attracts serious opposition. 

In summary our political leadership need a good reason to 
consistently support Israel and we will do what we can to provide 
and re-enforce that good reason. 

If you have an interest in helping on some of the broader issues 
with research and administrative functions, please contact me directly and ask 
about the Green Wood project.

Eric Belcher

C4I Treasurer
ebelcher@c4israel.com.au

Renewing Strong Ties to Israel by Eric Belcher

Photo: Parliament House, Canberra

The expected price is only $5,450*pp twin share. Includes return 
airfares, accommodation, meals, guide, bus, entrance fees, taxes 
and tips. For more information on the itinerary and inclusions, phone 
Steven Green and his team at Olive Tree Travel on 1300 550 830 or 
email info@olivetreetravel.com.au www.olivetreetravel.com.au

*Conditions apply. Subject to change

NOTE: We are also taking expressions of interest for the October 2014 Tour.

24th April - 7th May 2014

Tour Highights:

Final Call - Secure Your Seat Today!   1300 550 830

Walking in the Dust 
of Our Rabbi

Come away to the land where Jesus’ 
footsteps stirred the dust!

• Visit Jesus’ home base in Capernaum
• Take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee
• Float in the Dead Sea, the lowest 

place on earth
• Ascend the fortress mountain of 

Masada in the Judean Desert
• Explore the Old City of Jerusalem 

• Walk in the footsteps of Jesus
• Walk through the amazing tunnels 

under The Western Wall
• Celebrate the resurrection at the 

Garden Tomb
• Experience ANZAC memorial at Mt 

Scopus and much MUCH more...

www.ucb.com.au/israel-tours

“our the current 
leadership in federal 
parliament not only 

understood the 
position but were 

supportive of Israel.”

www.sareltours.com
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Yes! I want to support Christians For Israel
Please Select from the following below:

Donations
 Christians for Israel Australia     $__________

Aliya - Bringing the Jews Home

  One Person      $300

  One Family (5 persons)     $1,000

  One Busload (25 persons)    $5,000

Social Welfare - Programs

 Keren Hayesod      $__________

 Hineni       $__________

             Total  $__________

Name: ________________________________________________________________

Address: ______________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________

Materials
 Israel & Christians Today Paper  _________ Free

 Why End Times by Willem Glashouwer _________ $12.00 ea Book

 Why Israel by Willem Glashouwer _________ $12.00 ea Book

 Why Israel by Willem Glashouwer _________ $40.00 ea DVD

Israel, Settlements & International Law as presented by Andrew Tucker 
 

 NSW Parliment House - Sydney meeting
 (Hosted by Rev Hon Fred Nile MLC) _________ $12.00 ea DVD

          Total $_________

Phone: ________________________________________________________________

Date: _________________________________________________________________

Email: ________________________________________________________________

Please post gift to: Christians For Israel Australia, PO Box 1508, Springwood, QLD, Australia, 

4127 or Internet Banking: ANZ Bank BSB: 016-464 Account No: 454158806 

Ref: Your name & donation purpose. Please confi rm by emailing info@c4israel.com.au

QTY AMOUNT

Keren Hayesod Hineni in Jerusalem
Absoption Centers
A donation of AUD $9,000 will provide a 
new home in Israel for a new immigrant for 
one year. At the Absorption Centers, new 
immigrants learn Hebrew, enjoy communal 
celebrations of Jewish 
holidays and take 
part in excursions, 
courses and fi eld trips 
that teach them about 
Judaism, Zionism and 
life in Israel.

Benjamin Phillip 
Hineni is a not-for profi t organisation with a 
focus on societal, social and spiritual concerns. 
Hineni’s ongoing contribution to society 
includes: assistance to survivors of terror, the 
needy, troubled youth, Holocaust survivors, 
disadvantaged people and humanitarian aid.

http://www.hinenijerusalem.org

✁

14 easy to watch, half hour episodes - ideal 
for home or small study group by International 
President and Author, Rev Willem J.J. Glashouwer 

Yours to own for any 
gift of $40 or more*

Why Israel? gives an inside look from a biblical, historical and 
prophetic perspective at God’s work with Israel. We see miracles 
happen in our days; the Jews are returning to the Promised Land just 
as the Bible prophesied. It brings to light that God has not forgotten 
the Jewish people and that Jesus is coming soon! Why Israel shows 
why Christians should bless the Jewish people and how Israel is a 
sign of hope to the world. 

This DVD SET is divided into 14 episodes of approx. 30 minutes, and 
suitable for individual or small group study. Based on the book Why Israel?

4 DVD SET 

ORDER TODAY!
www.c4israel.com.au or via mail order 

(use the form above)

www.kh-uia.org.il

*Limited introductory offer. Expires April 1 2014 or while stocks last.

“Comfort, comfort my people, 
says your God” - Isaiah 40:1

Response Form
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We in Israel, we know all too well 
the cost of war. But history has 
taught us that to prevent war 
tomorrow, we must be firm today.
 And this raises the question, 
can diplomacy stop this threat? 
Well, the only diplomatic solution 
that would work is one that fully 
dismantles Iran's nuclear weapons 
program and prevents it from 
having one in the future.
 President Obama rightly said 
that Iran's conciliatory words must 
be matched by t ransparent , 
verifiable and meaningful action. 
And to be meaningful, a diplomatic 
solution would require Iran to do 
four things.
 First ,  cease a l l  uranium 
enrichment. Second, remove from 
Iran's territory the stockpiles of 
e n r i c h e d  u r a n i u m .  T h i r d , 
dismantle the infrastructure for 
nuclear breakout capabili ty, 
including the underground facility 
a t  Q o m  a n d  t h e  a d v a n c e d 
centrifuges in Natanz. And, four, 
stop all work at the heavy water 
reactor in Iraq aimed at the 
production of plutonium. 
 These steps would put an end to 
Iran's nuclear weapons program 
and  e l imina te  i t s  b reakou t 
capability.
 There are those who would 
readily agree to leave Iran with a 
residual capability to enrich 
uranium. 
 I advise them to pay close 
attention to what Rohani said in his 
speech to Iran's supreme Cultural 
Revolution -- Supreme Cultural 
Revolutionary Council. This was 

published in 2005. I quote. This is 
what he said:
 "A county that could enrich 
uranium to about 3.5 percent will 
also have the capability to enrich it 
to about 90 percent. Having fuel 
cycle capability virtually means 
that a country that possesses this 
capability is able to produce 
nuclear weapons." Precisely.  This 
is why Iran's nuclear weapons 
program must  be  fu l ly  and 
verifiably dismantled. And this is 
why the pressure on Iran must 
continue.
 S o  h e r e  i s  w h a t  t h e 
international community must do: 
First, keep up the sanctions. If Iran 
advances its nuclear weapons 
program during negotiations, 
strengthen the sanctions. Second, 
don't agree to a partial deal. A 
partial deal would lift international 
sanctions that have taken years to 
put in place in exchange for 
cosmetic concessions that will take 
only weeks for Iran to reverse. 
Third, lift the sanctions only when 
Iran fully dismantles its nuclear 
weapons program. My friends, the 
international community has Iran 
on the ropes. 
 If you want to knock out Iran's 
n u c l e a r  w e a p o n s  p r o g r a m 
peacefully,  don' t  let  up the 
pressure. Keep it up.
 We all want to give diplomacy 
with Iran a chance to succeed, but 
when it comes to Iran, the greater 
the pressure, the greater the chance. 
Three decades ago, President 
R o n a l d  R e a g a n  f a m o u s l y 
advised, "trust but verify." 

When it comes to Iran's nuclear 
weapons program, here's my 
advice: Distrust, dismantle and 
verify.
 Ladies and gentlemen, Israel 
will never acquiesce to nuclear 
arms in the hands of a rogue regime 
that repeatedly promises to wipe us 
off the map. Against such a threat, 
Israel will have no choice but to 
defend itself.
 I want there to be no confusion 
on this point. Israel will not allow 
Iran to get nuclear weapons. If 
Israel is forced to stand alone, 
Israel will stand alone. Yet, in 
standing alone, Israel will know 
that we will be defending many, 
many others.
 The dangers of a nuclear-armed 
Iran and the emergence of other 
threats in our region have led many 
o f  ou r  Arab  ne ighbour s  t o 
recognize, finally recognize, that 
Israel is not their enemy. And this 
affords us the opportunity to 
overcome the historic animosities 
and build new relationships, new 
friendships, new hopes.
 Israel welcomes engagement 
with the wider Arab world. We 
hope that our common interests and 
common challenges will help us 
forge a more peaceful future. And 
Israel's -- continues to seek an 
historic compromise with our 
Palestinian neighbours, one that 
ends our conflict once and for all. 
We want peace based on security 
and mutual recognition, in which a 
demilitarized Palestinian state 
recognizes the Jewish state of 
Israel. 

 I  r e m a i n  c o m m i t t e d  t o 
achieving an historic reconciliation 
and building a better future for 
Israelis and Palestinians alike.
 Now, I have no illusions about 
how difficult this will be to 
achieve. Twenty years ago, the 
peace process between Israel and 
the Palestinians began. Six Israeli 
prime ministers, myself included, 
have not succeeded at achieving 
peace with the Palestinians. My 
predecessors were prepared to 
make painful concessions. So am I. 
But so far the Palestinian leaders 
haven't been prepared to offer the 
painful concessions they must 
make in order to end the conflict.
 For peace to be achieved, the 
Palestinians must finally recognize 
the Jewish state, and Israel's 
security needs must be met.
 I am prepared to make an 
historic compromise for genuine 
and enduring peace, but I will never 
compromise on the security of my 
people and of my country, the one 
and only Jewish state.

 Ladies and gentlemen, one 
cold day in the late 19th century, 
my grandfather Nathan and his 
younger brother Judah were 
standing in a railway station in the 
heart of Europe. 
 They were seen by a group of 
anti-Semitic hoodlums who ran 
towards them waving clubs, 
screaming "Death to the Jews.”
My grandfather shouted to his 
younger brother to flee and save 
himself, and he then stood alone 
against the raging mob to slow it 

down. They beat him senseless, 
they left him for dead, and before 
he passed out, covered in his own 
blood, he said to himself "What a 
disgrace, what a disgrace. The 
descendants of the Macabees lie in 
the mud powerless to defend 
themselves.”
 He promised himself then that 
if he lived, he would take his 
family to the Jewish homeland 
and help build a future for the 
Jewish people. I stand here today 
as Israel's prime minister because 
my grandfather kept that promise.
 And so many other Israelis 
have a similar story, a parent or a 
grandparent who fled every 
conceivable oppression and came 
to Israel to start a new life in our 
ancient homeland.  
 Together we've transformed a 
bludgeoned Jewish people, left for 
dead, into a vibrant, thriving 
nation,  defending itself with the 
courage of modern Maccabees, 
developing limitless possibilities 
for the future.
 In our time the Biblical 
prophecies are being realized. As 
the prophet Amos said,” they shall 
rebuild ruined cities and inhabit 
them. They shall plant vineyards 
and drink their wine. They shall 
till gardens and eat their fruit. And 
I will plant them upon their soil 
never to be uprooted again.”
 Ladies and gentlemen, the 
people of Israel have come home 
never to be uprooted again.

Note: This article is an abridged 
version of Netanyahu’s speech.

Gusen - A Town Looks Back... Continued from page 3

 Already in 1942 the DEST in 
Gusen let out stone-mason sheds 
to the firm Steyr-Daimler-Puch 
AG. Subsequently, an industrial 
area was placed at the disposal of 
Steyr-Daimler-Puch, for the 
“employment” of approximately 
8,500 prisoners of the so-called 
command group “Georgen Mill”.
 I n  1 9 4 3  a n d  1 9 4 4  t h i s 
industrial area was expanded by 
a b o v e - g r o u n d  p r o d u c t i o n 
facilities, which were provided for 
the Messerschmitt Regensburg. 
Initially some 1,300 prisoners of 
t h e  s o - c a l l e d  “ C o m p a n y 
Department II” were deployed 
here, for the serial production of 
the German combat-plane Bf 109.
 Simultaneously with this new 
a p p r o a c h  o f  l a r g e  s c a l e 
employment of prisoners, another 
project was started under the 
leadership of the Waffen-SS in St. 
Georgen.
 Under the pen-name “B8 
Bergkristall – Esche II” and under 
unimaginable horrific conditions, 
one of the largest and most modern 
underground industrial areas was 
set up from scratch, for the air- 
force of the German Reich. In this 
a r ea ,  comple t e ly  ou t f i t t ed 
fuselages of the jet-propelled 
fighter planes ME 262 were 
produced on the assembly line. In 
these facilities up to 10,000 
prisoners of the labour camps of 

Gusen II, which were especially 
built for this project, worked 24 
hours a day. Under the name of 
Gusen III, another much smaller 
concentration camp was built by 
the end of 1944 in Lungitz. The 
prisoners of this camp had to take 
c a r e  o f  p r o v i s i o n i n g  t h e 
concentrat ion camps of St . 
Georgen, Gusen and Mauthausen 
with airplane parts, and with a kind 
of surrogate bread.
 Putting up these military and 
strategically important facilities in 
St.Georgen, in those days, was 
kept a top secret of the utmost 
importance for the National 
Socialist state. This is also the 
principal reason for the fact, that 
the concentration camp facilities 
in Gusen had a higher death toll 
t h a n  t h e  M a u t h a u s e n 
concentration camp, and that the 
area of St. Georgen and Gusen can 
be regarded as the key place of the 
a n n i h i l a t i o n  o f  p e o p l e  i n 
connection with concentration 
camps in Austria. 

A large part of the tragedy of 
Gusen has been withheld from 
the public until the present day.”
 
(An abstract from the article 
“Gusen – a Manisfestation of 
Austrian Oblivion”, by Rudolf A. 
Haunschmied, April 2007. The 
complete article can be read on: 

http://audiowalk.gusen.org )
 The concentration camp of 
Gusen II, a separate sub-camp of 
Gusen I, was founded on March 9, 
1944, and was planned for the 
prisoners that were intended to be 
employed in the construction of 
the underground mine galleries, or 
in the production of aircrafts. The 
more than 50,000 square meters 
mine gal ler ies ,  a lso  cal led 
“Bergkristall”, had been set up 
from scratch by the prisoners in 
less than thirteen months, under 
d e g r a d i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s . 
Especially Jewish prisoners from 
o ther  concent ra t ion  camps 
( A u s c h w i t z ,  P l a s o w,  a n d 
Flossenburg) were deployed for 
back-breaking labor in the mine 
galleries. For the swift extension 
of the underground mine galleries 
in St. Georgen, Himmler and 
Göring had demanded “Jewish 
human material” from the camps 
in the East. From the middle of 
1944 the first major transports of 
Hungarian Jews from Auschwitz 
to Gusen, were soon followed by 
thousands of Polish Jews.
 From the beginning of 1945 
transports with mainly Jewish 
pr isoners  ar r ived f rom the 
destroyed camps in the East. When 
i n  F e b r u a r y  1 9 4 5  t h e 
concentration camp of Auschwitz 
had to be evacuated because of the 
approaching Soviets, trainloads of 

men, women and children ended 
up in Mauthausen and Gusen, 
where they were murdered in 
many di fferent  ways .  Wel l 
documented for example, is the 
k i l l i ng  o f  420  comple t e ly 
exhausted children aged four to 
seven,  f rom the Auschwitz 
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  c a m p ,  b y 
administering heart injections 
immediately after their arrival in 
Gusen. 
 O t h e r  c h i l d r e n  w e r e 
deliberately left to perish for a 
couple of weeks in camp Gusen II. 
Emptying the latrines was a job for 
the children, who were covered 
with excretions at all times.
 The extremely harsh work 
conditions in the mine gallery 
c o m m a n d o s ,  i n  w h i c h  t h e 
prisoners had to work in three 
eight-hour shifts, resulted in an 
extremely high death rate. The 
prisoners’ average duration of life 
in Gusen II was between four and 
six months. The death rate among 
the Jewish prisoners rose to nearly 
98 percent. From the beginning of 
the construction of the aircraft 
factory in October 1944, the 
a v e r a g e  d e a t h  r a t e  w a s 
approximately forty prisoners per 
day. Ninety percent of all deported 
prisoners in the camps of Gusen II 
died during their imprisonment. 
From April 16, 1945, there were in 
total three death marches by 

mostly Jewish prisoners to 
Gunskirchen, where most of them 
died. On the day of the liberation 
on May 5, 1945, the Eleventh 
division of the Third US Army 
found 24,000 surviving prisoners 
in the labor camps of Gusen I & II.
 The Soviets tried to blow up 
the mine galleries to prevent future 
use. The mine galleries are about 
s e v e n  k i l o m e t e r s  l o n g . 
Approximately two kilometers are 
still passable. The rest was filled 
with concrete, because on the 
surface above the galleries, craters 
were formed continually. 
 Gusen II and the labor in the 
mine galleries of St. Georgen are 
considered the world’s classic 
example of terror that hardly 
anybody did survive. Bernard 
Aldebert, a survivor of this “hell 
on earth”, wrote about this 
concentration camp in his work 
“Gusen II. Chemin de croix en 50 
stat ions:  “The worst  of  al l 
detention camps, the pit of hell, the 
camp of death, the camp of 
murder, the camp of suicide, the 
camp of madness. […] There is no 
turning back - you cannot go from 
Gusen I I  to  Gusen I  or  to 
Mauthausen. 
 Here all of us are nothing but 
garbage. There is only one way 
out: the main road that goes up 
through the chimney.”



Recently, Canada rightfully 
stopped giving money to  the 
United Nations Relief and Work 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees 
In The Middle East  or UNRWA.  
The  money  saved  wen t  t o 
Palestinian aid  projects it chose to 
fund. This is something which 
should have been done by all non-
Muslim nations  a long time ago 
because UNRWA wittingly or not 
aids  the annihilationist war 
against the Jewish state and 
impedes peace efforts .  
 For example, UNRWA, as 
Canada charged, allows the 
diversion of its aid money to 
finance terrorism. UNRWA also 
fosters lethal hate of Israel  by 
financing the slander that  about 
700,000 Palestinians were driven 
from their homes by colonialist 
Israelis who wanted to replace 
non-Jews with their own people. 
The only truth in that is found in a 

few cases of Jewish soldiers 
deliberately expell ing Arab 
families from hostile villages who 
were located near the planned Tel-
Av iv  a i rpo r t  o r  nea r  v i t a l  
transportation hubs. 
 Otherwise, most Palestinians 
became refugees to escape the 
violence of a war unleashed by the 
Arabs. That flight was then was 
accelerated by  atrocity stories 
about Jews raping girls and 
bayonetting pregnant women 
which  were  concoc ted   to 
encourage five Arab armies to 
invade Israel and get rid of the 
Jews. And the Arab leadership also 
ordered  the Palestinians to flee 
from the deadly mayhem they 
planned to  inflict on the Jews.  
 In fact, Israel initially offered 
to help resolve the refugee 
problem as part of a negotiated 
peace settlement but the Arabs 
refused to  talk with the “Zionist 
Entity.” Consequently, Israel was 
compelled to view the refugees as 
allies of enemy nations which 
precluded repatriation   especially 
repatriation  would t ip the 
population balance in favor of 
Arabs and end the existence of the 
Jewish state. 
 In any case, the Israeli offer 
was doomed because there was no 
refugee “problem” for the Arabs. 

They were assets both as a 
recruiting source of fanatic  
fighters and as sympathy-arousing 
victims of supposed Israeli 
brutality. Ralph Galloway, a 
retired director of the Jordanian 
UNRWA program summed up this 
heartless policy succinctly:  “The 
Arab states do not want to solve 
the refugee problem. They want to 
keep it as an open sore, as an 
affront to the United Nations and 
as a weapon against Israel. Arab 
leaders don’t give a damn whether 
the refugees live or die.” 
 But like all best-laid plans, this 
one too had its potential of failure.  
First of all, the refugees might not 
cooperate since it prevented them 
from rebuilding their lives outside 
of Israel if it refused to take them 
back. In that case, their first choice 
would be to settle in the Arab 
countries to which they had fled 
since they shared with them a 

common language and culture. 
 To block that escape route,  the 
Arab League ordered its member 
states to reject any request by 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  f o r  e x t e n d e d 
residence or citizenship. This 
heartless edict was obeyed by all 
of them  with the honorable 
exception of Jordan. But many 
refugees would then find  other 
countries where they could lead a 
productive  life. Since the Arabs 
could not control what other 
nations  do, the only solution was 
to create a situation where being 
moored in the refugee status was 
so attractive that the Palestinians  
would voluntarily prefer this to a 
normal existence. Since the Arab 
League could not control the life 
style of the refugees, a credible aid 
agency was needed to do the job. 
Hence, urged on by  the Arab 
League,  the United Nations 
created UNRWA on December 8, 
1949, an agency which serves only 
one ethnic group.  But why were 
the Palestinians so favored rather 
than being cared for  by a United 
Nations refugee agency which 
helps all the other millions of 
people displaced from their homes 
by wars and civil strife? The 
answer is that in 1949,  there was 
no such agency.  
 But one year later,  the gap was 

filled by the United Nations High 
Commissioner of Refugees or 
UNHCR.  It cares for its refugees 
with compassion and efficiency by 
r epa t r i a t i ng  t hem to  t he i r 
h o m e l a n d  i f  p o s s i b l e  b u t 
otherwise it finds other permanent 
sanctuaries for them. As a result, 
the average length of stay of 
refugees in UNHCR’s program in 
the 1990s was  9 years while 
nearly all UNRWA beneficiaries 
have become permanent refugees. 
Moreover, it costs 50% more to 
maintain a Palestinian refugee 
than one helped by  UNHCR.
 One would expect therefore 
that UNRWA would be phased out 
and its beneficiaries transferred to 
U N H C R  t o  e c o n o m i z e  o n 
UNRWA’s redundant overhead 
and administrative costs  and 
relative overpayments  to the 
Palestinians. This would have 
made funds available to treat all 
refugees better.  But such a 
reasonable policy thwarted the  
Arab League’s jihadist plan for 
them since UNHCR would sooner 
or  la ter  have  rese t t led  the 
Palestinians in other countries. 
And since the Arab League tends 
to get its way, UNRWA has 
maintained its solitary life in the 
refugee aid community and 
continues to further the objectives 
of its Arab patrons. How does it do 
that?
 First of all, UNRWA motivates 
the Palestinians to stick to the 
refugee life by offering them  a 
secure livelihood compared to 
taking a chance on surviving on 
their own in countries with 
different languages and alien 
c u l t u r e s .  I t  d o e s  t h i s  b y 
guaranteeing that they will 
continue to be taken care of by 
UNRWA as long as they hold out 
for the impossible dream of 
repatriation to Israel. It then 
sweetens the pie of the refugee life 
by letting them live fairly decent 
lives in  city neighborhoods  built 
by UNRWA. 
 UNRWA deceptively names 
these constructions refugee 
“camps” even though a camp is 
defined as  temporary housing in 
tents or  barracks. This misnomer 
gains sympathy for the jihadist 
cause because it evokes in the 
public mind an image of people  
who have lost everything and are 
leading bleak lives in windswept 
tents - with their plight of course 
blamed on the Jewish state. 
Paradoxically,  this perception 
does fit the 650,000 of Jewish 
refugees from the Holocaust or 
from Arab oppression who were 
lodged in Israeli tents -  sometimes 
for years - because that country did 
not have the capacity or the 
foreign aid to house them in 
UNRWA-style “camps.” 
 UNRWA  also reminds  new 
generations of Palestinians not 

give up their dream of repatriation 
to Israel by sponsoring trips to 
their ancestral villages or places  
where their ancestors once  lived. 
It also finances summer camps  in 
which counselors teach songs with 
lyrics like “We will return to our 
villages with power and honor. . 
.we will wage war and with 
education and jihad we will 
return.” Or in which a counselor 
tells younger children that wolves, 
the Jews,  appeared on a beach 
where their grandparents were 
enjoying a BBQ and “expelled and 
deported us and killed us and shot 
our families.” 
 But this still left a worse 
p r o b l e m  w h i c h  h a d  t o  b e 
o v e r c o m e  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e 
Palestinian refugees as a lasting 
asset for the jihadist cause – death 
itself would end the life of the 
refugee community.  But the 
Arabs and UNRWA were up to the 
c h a l l e n g e .  T h e y  n o t  o n l y 
vanquished death but mocked it by 
creating an ever-increasing 
refugee population.
 H o w  w a s  t h i s  m i r a c l e 
p o s s i b l e ?  T h e  s e c r e t  i s  a 
tendentious perversion of the 
universally  accepted meaning of 
the word “refugee” and the class of 
people it signifies.  Any dictionary 
you pick up will define “refugee” 
as a person who flees his or her 
country and  cannot go back to it  
for fear of persecution.  I am  a 
refugee from the Holocaust but my 
sons are not refugees because they 
were born in America. This 
terminology is also employed by 
all refugee  societies to determine 
who is eligible for their assistance. 
This meaning was codified in the 
1951 Convention Relating to the 
Status of Refugees. 
 But UNRWA added to  the 
class of refugees it cares for all 
their patrilineal descendants. And 
as a result, the apparently inflated 
f igure  of  700 ,000 or ig ina l 
Palestinian refugees has increased  
by 2012 to nearly five million.  It is 
no surprise that the Charter of the 
Pa le s t in i an  Au thor i ty  a l so  
bestows Palestinian nationality on 
all Palestinian refugees and their 
patrilineal descendants.

 The impracticalness and 
absurdity of this renaming and re-
classification can be  illustrated by 
this  example.  The UNRWA 
“refugee” population grew by  
14.5% per year in 62 years (1950-
2012) - from 700,000 to 5 million . 
If this growth rate is projected to 
2022, UNRWA will have to take 
care of 19 million Palestinians or 
in another 62 years about 22 
billion. And since a good part  of 
the population of the world has 
ancestors who were refugees 
sometime in the past, most of us 
are refugees according to the 
UNRWA standard.  
 Since the aforementioned1951 
Convention on Refugees codified 
the normal meaning of “refugee”, 
the Arabs leaned on the drafters of 
the  Convent ion to  add the 
fol lowing provis ion:  “This  
Convention shall not apply to 
persons who are at  present 
r e c e i v i n g  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d 
assistance from organs or agencies 
of the United Nations.”
 If the UNRWA definition were 
dumped,  it would also do wonders 
for  the peace process.  The 
P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n s i s t  o n  t h e 
repatriation of 5 million UNRWA-
refugees which is a deal breaker 
for Israel since the immigration of 
a 5 million strong Fifth Column  
would turn it into an Arab state. 
But this so-called “Right of 
Return” would not be a problem 
for Israel since only about 30,000 
legitimate Palestinian refugees are 
still alive. 
 Finally, it needs to be said that 
the most tragic victims of this 
ruthless jihadist policy are the 
Palestinian refugees and their 
descendants. They are marooned 
in the debasing  refugee life  
which does not allow them to 
develop their human potential. 
Their minds are stunted by hate for 
Israel and Jews and their sons and 
daughters have been recruited to 
act and die as militants or terrorists 
in a cause which will never 
succeed. To paraphrase Galloway, 
the Arab states take no interest in 
the welfare of the Palestinans nor 
whether they “live or die.”
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The  so-ca l l ed 

A r a b  S p r i n g 

unleashed forces 

that have been 

dormant  for  a 

c e n t u r y.  L i k e 

the i r  counter -

parts throughout 

t h e  r e g i o n , 

Israel’s Arabic-

speaking minorities are changing 

in profound ways. But our leaders 

fail to grasp the implications of 

what is happening.
 C o n s i d e r  t h e  C h r i s t i a n 

community. Father Gabriel Nadaf, 

a Greek Orthodox priest from 

Nazareth, has become the symbol 

of this new period. Nadaf is the 

spiritual leader of an Israeli 

Christian movement calling for 

Israeli Christian youth to serve in 

the IDF. He is responsible for the 

300 percent rise in Christian Arab 

enlistment in the IDF in the past 

year. Nadaf does not hide his goal 

or his motivation.
 His seeks the full integration of 

Israel’s 130,000 Christians into 

Israeli society. He views military 

se rv ice  as  the  key  to  tha t 

integration.
 Nadaf is motivated to act by 

the massive persecution of 

Christians throughout the Arab 

world since the onset of the Arab 

r e v o l u t i o n a r y  w a v e  i n 

December 2010.
 As he explained in a recent 

interview with Channel 1, it is “in 

light of what we see happening to 

Christians in Arab countries, how 

t h e y  a r e  s l a u g h t e r e d  a n d 

persecuted on a daily basis, killed 

and raped just because they are 

Christians.
 Does this happen in the State of 

Israel? No, it doesn’t.”

 Shahdi Halul, a reserve 

captain in the Paratroopers who 

works with Nadaf, declared, 

“Every Christian in the State of 

Israel should join the army and 

defend this country so it will 

exist forever. Because if, God 

forbid,  the government is 

overthrown here, as it was in 

other places, we will be the first 

to suffer.”

 T h e s e  m e n ,  a n d  t h e i r 

supporters, are the natural result of 

the most significant revolutionary 

development of the so-called Arab 

Spring: the demise of Arab 

nationalism.
 As Ofir Haivry, vice president 

of the Herzl Institute, explained in 

an important article in the Mosaic 

o n l i n e  m a g a z i n e ,  A r a b 

nationalism was born in pan-

Arabism – an invention of 

European powers during World 

War I that sought to endow the 

post-Ottoman Middle East with a 

new identity.
 The core of the new identity 

was the Arabic language. The 

religious, tribal, ethnic and 

nationalist aspirations of the 

peoples of the Arabic- speaking 

region were to be smothered and 

replaced by a new pan-Arab 

identity.
 For the Christians of the 

former Ottoman Empire, pan-

Arabism was a welcome means of 

gett ing out from under the 

jackboot of the Islamic Laws of 

Omar, which reduce non-Muslims 

living under Muslim rule to the 

status of powerless dhimmis, who 

survive at the pleasure of their 

Islamic rulers.
 But now pan-Arabism lies in 

ruins from North Africa to the 

Arabian Peninsula. The people of 

the region have gone back to 

identifying themselves by tribe, 

religion, ethnicity, and in the case 

of the Kurds and the Berbers, non-

Arab national identity. In this new 

era, Christians find themselves 

imperi led,  with few if  any 

protectors or allies to be found.
 As Haivry notes, Israel’s 

central strategic challenge has 

always been contending with pan-

Arabism, which was invented at 

the same time that the nations of 

the world embraced modern 

Zionism.
 Since its inception, pan-Arab 

leaders always saw Israel as the 

scapegoat on which to pin their 

f a i lu re  to  de l ive r  on  pan-

Arabism’s promise of global Arab 

power and influence. Israel 

changed its position on pan-

Arabism drastically over the 

years. Once, Israel could see the 

dangers in pan-Arabism and Arab 

nationalism.
 But since 1993, says Haivri, 

Israel’s national strategy has been 

based on appeasing the secular 

authoritarian pan-Arab leaders by 

offering land for peace to Syria 

and the PLO.
 Haivry notes that Shimon 

Peres is the political godfather of 

I s r ae l ’s  accommoda t ion i s t 

strategy, which is rooted in a mix 

of perceived powerlessness on the 

one hand, and utopianism on the 

other.
 The sense of powerlessness 

owes to the conviction that Israel 

cannot influence its environment.
 That the Arabs will never 

change. Israel’s neighbors will 

always see themselves primarily 

as Arabs, and they will always 

want, more than anything else, 

Arab states.
 A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e ,  t h e 

accommodationists hold the 

u top ian  be l i e f  tha t  I s rae l i 

appeasement of Palestinian Arab 

nationalism will break through the 

wall of pan-Arab rejection, end 

hatred for the Jewish state, and 

even lead the Arabs to invite Israel 

to join the Arab League.
 The so-called Arab Spring has 

put paid to every one of the 

accommodationists’ beliefs. From 

Egypt to Tunisia to Iraq to Syria, 

Israel’s neighbors are fighting 

each other as Sunnis, Shi’ites and 

Salafists, or as members of clans 

and tribes, without a thought for 

the alleged primacy of their Arab 

identity. What Israel’s Palestinian-

state-obsessed Left has failed to 

realize is that many of Israel’s 

neighbors do not share the pan-

Arab scapegoating of the Jewish 

state. So bribing the now largely 

irrelevant Arabs nationalists with 

another Arab state may do little 

more than create the newest victim 

of the Arab revolutions.
 It is because they see what is 

happening to their co-religionists 

in the post-pan-Arab Middle East 

that  more and more Israeli 

Christians realize they will lead 

safer, more prosperous and more 

fulfilling lives as Christian 

citizens in the Middle East’s only 

democracy than as pan-Arabs 

battling the Zionist menace.
 But old habits die hard. Most 

of Israel’s elected Arab leaders 

owe their positions to their 

embrace of pan-Arabism. This 

embrace has brought them the 

support of the PLO and Europe, 

and since 1993, of the Israeli Left.
 
And so, since he first appeared 

on the scene, Father Nadaf’s life 

has been constantly threatened.

 Everyone from Arab members 

of Knesset to the Communist head 

of the Greek Orthodox Council 

has incited against him, calling 

him and his followers traitors to 

the Palestinian Arab nation.
 He also threatens the Israeli 

Left. For its view of Israel’s 

strategic powerlessness and 

consequent need to appease its 

neighbors to remain relevant, the 

pan-Arab forces in the Arab world 

mus t  be  perce ived  as  s t i l l 

dominant, even invincible.
 And so, the Israeli Left refuses 

to consider the larger strategic 

implications of the regional 

upheaval from which Nadaf’s 

initiative emerged.
 Even worse, the official policy 

of the Netanyahu government 

appears based on this irrelevant 

Leftist view of the region. This is 

the  impl icat ion of  Foreign 

Minister Avigdor Liberman’s 

defeatist speech at the Foreign 

Ministry’s annual conference of 

ambassadors on Sunday.
 Liberman’s speech has been 

rightly viewed as the supposedly 

right-wing politician’s formal 

break with his ideological camp 

and his embrace of the Left. In his 

remarks Liberman let it be known, 

that like the Left, he now bases his 

positions on a complete denial or 

avoidance of reality.
 For this, he was congratulated 

for his “maturity” by Peres who 

was sitting on the stage with him.
 In his speech, Liberman 

acknowledged that the Obama 

administration’s peace plan for 

Israel and the Palestinians is 

horrible for Israel. But, he said, it 

is better than the European 

Union’s peace plan.
 N e v e r  c o n s i d e r i n g  t h e 

possibility of saying no to both, 

Liberman said he thinks we should 

accept the bad American deal. His 

only condition is that he insists 

that the PLO accept towns in the 

Galilee and their 300,000 Israeli 

Arab residents.
 Liberman’s surrender of the 

Galilee is a key component to his 

population swap plan. Under his 

plan, Israel would retain control 

over the fraction of Judea and 

Samaria in which large numbers of 

Israeli Jews live, in exchange for 

the area of the Galilee that is home 

to 300,000 Israeli Arabs. This plan 

has reportedly been presented to 

US Secretary of State John Kerry 

as an official Israeli position.
 In other words, the Netanyahu 

g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  f a i l e d  t o 

recognize the implications of the 

d e a t h  o f  p a n - A r a b i s m .  I n 

maintaining their slavish devotion 

to the two-state formula, and 

viewing the Arabs in the Galilee, 

Judea, Samaria, Jerusalem and 

s u r r o u n d i n g  s t a t e s  a s  a n 

impenetrable bloc, they are 

placing Israel’s future in the hands 

of actors who have already 

d i s a p p e a r e d  o r  w i l l  s o o n 

disappear. Instead of building 

alliances with non-Jewish citizens 

of Israel, such as Druse and 

Christians, who are more than 

happy to defend Israel against 

Islamists and other regional 

f a n a t i c s ,  t h e  N e t a n y a h u 

government insists on placing the 

state’s future in the hands of pan-

Arabs whose grip on power is 

slipping and who would never 

willingly coexist with Israel 

anyway.
 Nadaf and his followers 

respond to the allegation – uttered 

by MKs like Haneen Zoabi and 

Basel Ghattas, among others – that 

they are traitors to the Palestinian 

Arab nation, with contempt.
 “When someone tells me, 

‘We’re all Arabs,’ I tell him, ‘No, 

we’re not all Arabs. You’re an 

Arab. I’m not,’” Halul told 

Channel 1.

 Samer Jozin, whose daughter 

Jennifer opted for IDF service 

instead of medical school, agrees.
 “Telling me I’m a Palestinian 

is a curse. I’m, thank God, an 

Israeli Christian and proud of it. 

And I thank God I was born in the 

Land of Israel,” he said.
 The message couldn’t be 

clearer. We are basing our national 

strategy on a world that no longer 

exists. Today our longtime allies 

the Kurds have carved out 

virtually independent states for 

themselves in Iraq and Syria.
 Christians throughout the 

region are on the run. The Druse of 

Syria and Lebanon are exposed, 

without protection, and looking 

for help.
 As for the Muslims, as Haivry 

notes, they are fragmented along 

sectarian and political lines, and at 

w a r  w i t h  o n e  a n o t h e r  i n 

battlefields throughout the region. 

While so engaged, they have little 

time to devote to blaming Israel 

for their failures.
 This state of affairs has 

implications for Israel’s Arab 

Muslim minority. None of the 

regional warring Muslim camps 

are natural homes for Israel’s 

Muslim community. A community 

that has lived in an open, free 

society for 65 years does not 

naturally turn to Salafism. Israel is 

a much easier fit for most Israeli 

Muslims.
 At a minimum, no one is better 

off if Israel forces them to cast 

their lot with any of the warring 

factions in Syria or Lebanon, or 

the increasingly irrelevant forces 

in the Palestinian Authority.
 There may very well  be 

hundreds of Muslim versions of 

Father Nadaf just waiting for a 

signal from our government that 

we want them to lead their 

community into our society.
 The post-pan-Arab Middle 

East exposes the truth that has 

been obscured for a century. The 

Jews and their Jewish state are a 

natural component of our diverse 

neighborhood, just like the Kurds, 

the Christians, the Druse, the 

various Muslim sects, and the 

Arabs. 

The demise of pan-Arabism is 

our great opportunity, at home 

and regionally, to build the 

alliances we need to survive and 

prosper. 

But so long as our leaders insist on 

clinging to the now irrelevant 

dream of appeasing the defunct 

pan-Arabists, we will lose these 

opportunities and convince our 

allies that we are treacherous, 

disloyal and temporary.
 

Column One: Israel And The Death Of Pan-Arabism By Caroline Glick
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Texas A&M To Build Satellite Campus In Nazareth Sourced from Israel News

Music Mogul Simon Cowell Donates To IDF Sourced from Israel Today

 Hard-nosed American Idol and X Factor judge Simon Cowell was among 1,200 honored guests at this 
year's Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) event at the Beverly Hilton in Los Angeles. The annual 
salute to IDF soldiers is hosted by Cheryl and Haim Saban. Besides Cowell, the event was also graced by the 
presence of Lionel Richie, who gave a rare live performance.

 Saban was able to raise a record $20 million for the welfare of Israeli soldiers this year. The top 
contributors were International Fellowship of Christians and Jews director Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein ($4.5 
million), Saban ($2.3 million), Oracle CEO Larry Ellison ($1 million) and Cowell ($50,000).     

 “The Jewish and Israeli community in Los Angeles recognizes and embraces the soldiers of the IDF and 
will continue to do everything possible to thank them and strengthen them," said Saban, who has served as 
chairman of the gala event for the past seven years.

Simon Cowell

In his address to the Israeli 

Knesset on 20 January 2014, 

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen 

Harper offered moral clarity. To 

the anti-Israel cult that has taken 

root in academic circles and most 

r e c e n t l y  p a s s e d  a  b o y c o t t 

resolution under the aegis of the 

American Studies Association, 

H a r p e r  p r o v i d e d  a n 

unequivocating response:

 And so we have witnessed, in 

recent years, the mutation of the 

old disease of anti-Semitism and 

the emergence of a new strain... in 

much of the western world, the old 

hatred has been translated into 

more sophisticated language for 

use in polite society. As once 

Jewish businesses were boycotted, 

some civil-society leaders today 

call for a boycott of Israel. 

 O n  s o m e  c a m p u s e s , 

intellectualized arguments against 

Israeli policies thinly mask the 

underlying realities, such as the 

shunning of Israeli academics and 

the harassment of Jewish students.   

 Most disgracefully of all, some 

openly call Israel an apartheid 

state. Think about that. Think 

about the twisted logic and 

outright malice behind that: A 

s t a t e ,  b a s e d  o n  f r e e d o m , 

democracy and the rule of law, that 

was founded so Jews can flourish, 

as Jews, and seek shelter from the 

shadow of the worst  racist 

experiment in history, that is 

c o n d e m n e d ,  a n d  t h a t 

condemnation is masked in the 

language of anti-racism. It is 

nothing short of sickening.

 Harper bluntly explains why 

so many nations endlessly chastise 

Israel: One must look beyond 

Israel’s borders to find the causes 

of the relentless oppression, 

poverty and violence in much of 

the region, of the heartbreaking 

suffering of Syrian refugees, of 

sectarian violence and the fears of 

religious minorities, especially 

Christians, and of the current 

domestic turmoil in so many 

states.

 It is easier to foster resentment 

and hatred of Israel’s democracy 

than it is to provide the same rights 

and freedoms to their own people.

He concludes with a statement of 

what Israel means to his own 

worldview:

  I believe the story of Israel is 

a great example to the world. It 

is a story, essentially, of a people 

whose response to suffering has 

b e e n  t o  m o v e  b e y o n d 

resentment and build a most 

extraordinary society, a vibrant 

democracy, a freedom-loving 

country with an independent 

and rights-affirming judiciary. 

An innovative, world-leading 

“start-up” nation...

 Sourced by Snap Shots, A 

Camera Blog

Canadian Prime Minister Stephen Harper’s Moral Clarity

Texas A&M University

Teach me good discernment and 

knowledge; for I have believed 

in Thy commandments. (Psalms 

119:66)

 Te x a s  A & M ,  a  t o p - t i e r 

A m e r i c a n  u n i v e r s i t y,  h a s 

announced its intentions to build a 

satellite campus in the Israeli city 

of Nazareth, according to The 

Times of Israel. The offshoot is 

intended to a “peace campus” built 

in Israel’s largest Arab city. It will 

be the first time a major American 

university established a physical 

presences in the Holy Land.    

 The project, which is expected 

to cost upwards of $70 million 

already has a location designated 

by the Nazareth municipality. The 

school intends to be open by 

October of 2015. It has not yet 

been announced which study 

tracks will be offered. President 

Shimon Peres and Texas Governor 

Rick Perry were scheduled to sign 

a Memorandum of Understanding 

for the creation of the campus in 

November.

 “This is the first time that one 

of the world’s leading research 

universities opens an academic 

center in Israel,” the President’s 

Residence said in a statement. 

“The ‘Peace Campus of Texas 

A&M in Nazareth’ will give out 

thousands of advanced degrees 

and will provide higher education 

to Jews and Arabs from Israel and 

the world; and it will be very 

effective in reducing the gaps that 

exist in higher education, while 

preserving co-existence in an 

atmosphere of academic research 

t h a t  m e e t s  i n t e r n a t i o n a l 

standards.”

 According to Texas A&M 

University System Chancellor 

John Sharp the idea for a 

branch in Israel started with 

Perry, who ran unsuccessfully 

for the Republican presidential 

nomination in 2012.  

“He’s a huge supporter of Israel, 

as am I, and we didn’t know 

exactly what the vision would 

be, but it became clearer when 

w e  s t a r t e d  d e a l i n g  w i t h 

(Education Minister) Shai Piron 

and Shimon Peres, who wanted 

it to be not just a university, but 

a peace university, and that’s 

how i t  morphed  in to  the 

agreement that we have now.” 

Sharp told The Times of Israel this 

week in a telephone interview 

from Texas. Texas A&F staff will 

be teaching the classes in English.                                               

 University officials asserted 

this week that the Nazareth center 

will conform to all the rules and 

regulations of Israel’s Council for 

Higher Education. All course 

offerings and tuition rates will also 

be approved by Israel. The school 

will be paid for with private 

money which Texas A&M has 

committed to raise independently, 

with Perry’s help. “Last year, our 

un ivers i ty  in  Texas  ra i sed 

privately $760 million; we have a 

good apparatus for that and we 

think we will be able to raise 

money to build a first-class 

university in Nazareth,” Sharp 

told TOI.

 According to Peres’s office, 

Texas A&M has committed to 

raising $70 million for the 

construction of the new campus, 

a n d  t o  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a n 

educational fund worth “millions 

of shekels” to finance the school’s 

activities. Before construction can 

start, though, the money for the 

project has to raised, Sharp said. 

As to what exactly a “peace 

university” means, Sharp said, 

“Well, it’s a university where, for 

instance, the faculty would be 

half-Jewish perhaps half-Arab.”

 “The student body would be 

diverse, as well. All different 

people from all over Israel would 

not only study to get a degree but 

would become more familiar with 

e a c h  o t h e r  a n d  f o s t e r 

understanding. 

 A university not just to grant 

first-class degrees, which we will, 

but a university that also serves 

another purpose in uniting people 

to a common  understanding.”
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Untangling Alzheimer’s Disease By Judy Siegal-Itzkovich

 As the world’s population 
ages, the risk of developing 
Alzhe imer ’s  d i sease  r i ses , 
threatening to cause an even 
heavier burden on families and 
health systems for treating and 
caring for victims of this major 
cause of dementia.
 Plaques and tangles made of 
proteins are believed to contribute 
to the debilitating progression of 
Alzheimer’s, but proteins also 
play a positive role in important 
brain functions such as cell-to-cell 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n  a n d 
i m m u n o l o g i c a l  r e s p o n s e . 
Molecules called microRNAs 
regulate both “good” and “bad” 
protein levels in the brain, binding 
to messenger RNAs to prevent 

them from developing into 
proteins.
 Now, Dr. Boaz Barak and a 
team of researchers in the lab of 
Prof. Uri Ashery of Tel Aviv 
Un ive r s i t y ’s  neu rob io logy 
department have identified a 
specific set of microRNAs that 
harmfully regulate protein levels 
in the brains of  mice with 
A l z h e i m e r ’s  d i s e a s e  a n d 
beneficially regulate protein 
levels in the brains of other mice 
l i v i n g  i n  a  s t i m u l a t i n g 
environment.
 “We were able to create two 
lists of microRNAs – those that 
contribute to brain performance 
and those that detract – depending 
on their levels in the brain,” said 

Barak.
 “By targeting these molecules, 
we hope to move closer toward 
earlier detection and better 
treatment of Alzheimer’s disease.”
 Prof. Daniel Michaelson of 
T A U ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f 
Neurobiology, Dr. Noam Shomron 
of TAU’s cell and developmental 
biology department, Dr. Eitan 
Okun of Bar-Ilan University and 
Dr. Mark Mattson of the US 
National Institute on Aging 
co l labora ted  on  the  s tudy, 
p u b l i s h e d  r e c e n t l y  i n 
Translational Psychiatry.
 Alzheimer’s disease is the 
most common form of dementia. 
C u r r e n t l y  i n c u r a b l e ,  i t 
increas ing ly  impai rs  b ra in 
function over time, ultimately 
leading to death. 

The TAU researchers became 
interested in the disease while 
studying the brains of mice 
l i v i n g  i n  a n  “ e n r i c h e d 
environment” - an enlarged cage 
with running wheels, bedding 
and nesting material, a house, 
and frequently changing toys.

 Such environments have been 
shown to improve and maintain 
brain function in animals much as 
intellectual activity and physical 

fitness do in people.
 The researchers ran a series of 
tests on a part of the mice’s brains 
called the hippocampus, which 
plays a major role in memory and 
spatial navigation and is one of the 
earliest targets of Alzheimer’s in 
humans.
 They found that, compared to 
mice in normal cages, the mice 
from the enriched environment 
developed higher levels of good 
proteins and lower levels of bad 
proteins. Then, for the first time, 
they identified the microRNAs 
responsible for regulating the 
expression of both good and bad 
proteins. Armed with this new 
information, the researchers 
analyzed changes in the levels of 
microRNAs in the hippocampi of 
young, middle-aged and old mice 
w i t h  a n  A l z h e i m e r ’s - l i k e 
condition. They found that some 
of the microRNAs were expressed 
in exactly inverse amounts in mice 
with Alzheimer’s disease as they 
were in mice from the enriched 
environment.
 The results were higher levels 
of bad proteins and lower levels of 
good proteins in the hippocampi of 
o ld  mice  wi th  Alzheimer ’s 
disease. The microRNAs the 
researchers identified had already 
been shown or predicted to 

regulate the expression of proteins 
in ways that contributed to the 
dementia.
 Two findings appear to have 
potential for treating people with 
Alzheimer’s, the authors said. In 
the brains of old mice with the 
disease, microRNA- 325 was 
diminished, leading to higher 
levels of tomosyn, a protein that is 
well known to inhibit cellular 
communication in the brain. 

The researchers hope that 
eventually microRNA-325 can 
be used to create a drug to help 
Alzheimer’s patients maintain 
low levels of tomosyn and 
preserve brain function.

 Additionally, the researchers 
f o u n d  s e v e r a l  i m p o r t a n t 
microRNAs at low levels starting 
in the brains of young mice. If the 
same can be found in humans, 
these microRNAs could be used as 
biomarker to detect Alzheimer’s at 
a much earlier age than is now 
possible – at 30 years of age, for 
example, instead of 60. “Our 
biggest hope is to be able to one 
day use microRNAs to detect 
Alzheimer’s in people at a young 
age and begin a tailor- made 
treatment based on our findings, 
right away,” concluded Barak.

The Landmark Lauder Speech By David Parsons (Courtesy of ICEJ)

The Feast of Tabernacles 2013 
w i t n e s s e d  a n  i m p o r t a n t 
milestone in Jewish-Christian 
relations as Amb. Ron Lauder, 
the most prominent Jewish 
Diaspora leader today, openly 
e m b r a c e d  E v a n g e l i c a l 
supporters of Israel in an 
historic speech at the premier 
annual gathering of Christian 
Zionists worldwide. 

L a u d e r  i s  a  s u c c e s s f u l 
businessman and philanthropist as 
well as a former US ambassador 
and ranking Pentagon official. He 
now serves as President of the 
World Jewish Congress, which 
represents Jewish communities in 
some 100 countries worldwide. 
Lauder specifically chose the 
ICEJ's annual Feast gathering to 
thank Christians for supporting 
Israel and the Jewish people.
 Following are excerpts of his 
Feast address...
 “Dr. Jürgen Bühler, Minister 
Shamir, Rabbi Benny Elon, 
visiting members of parliaments, 
members of Congress, my dear 
Christian friends.
 As president of the World 
J e w i s h  C o n g r e s s ,  t h e  o n e 
organisation that represents all of 
the Jewish communities around 
the world, I cannot think of a more 
important place to be right now 
than in this room with you. A very 
smart rabbi once told me that Jews 
are very good at many things but 
unfortunately, we are not always 
good about saying 'thank you'. So, 

let me begin tonight with a very 
direct and heartfelt: Thank you!

 Thank you for your steadfast 
support of Israel and the Jewish 
people. Thank you for your 
commitment to decency and the 
values we all cherish. Thank you 
for understanding right from 
wrong. Thank you for standing 
on the right side of history. Thank 
you for standing with God. Thank 
you for standing with us. And 
lastly, thank you for standing 
here today in Jerusalem, the 
eternal and undivided capital of 
the State of Israel!

 Twenty years ago, I stood at the 
walls of this city in front of 
450,000 people, the largest 
gathering ever held in this country. 
Some of you were there.  I 
remember seeing David Parsons 
(of the ICEJ). He was there with 
his signs. It meant a great deal to 
me. And as I said, I am just one Jew 
who declares this holy city, 
Jerusalem, as the one, true capital 
of the Jewish people. Today I stand 
here as the President of the World 
Jewish Congress. I am still only 
one Jew, but that one Jew - on 
behalf of all of us - says, Thank 
you!
 You have come here in the 
middle of the Jewish high holy 
days and specifically on Sukkot, 
the Feast of Tabernacles, when the 
Bible mandates us to return to 
Jerusalem. This is a very important 
time to be here.

 During the days of Sukkot, we 
leave the secure confines of our 
permanent homes and we dwell in 
a sukka, a thatched hut... 
 We have the chance to reflect 
on the blessings that God gives 
each of us... The lesson of the 
sukka is that everything we have is 
a gift from God. We must be 
grateful, we must never fear, and 
we must never take anything for 
granted. So you see, it is a festival 
that teaches and reminds us to say 
thank you!
 We also convene here tonight 
at a very special time. Our world 
h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  s t r a n g e 
upheavals in the past when people 
lost their way, when children 
ignored the teachings of their 
parents, when the lessons of the 
Torah, our shared Bible, were 
forgotten. How can you possibly 
explain all the anger and hate 
heaped on Israel throughout the 
world? How can you explain the 
hundreds of resolutions passed in 
the U.N. against Israel and not a 
word about anybody else? How 
can you explain the long silence 
about Syria? How can you explain 
the even longer silence about Iran 
while its centrifuges keep spinning 
even as they promise to erase 
Israel from the pages of time?
 Sadly, we know too well what 
happens when the world is silent... 
You know what can happen. We 
learned this lesson the hard way. I 
pledge to you tonight in this sacred 
city, our sacred city, that I will not 
be silent.

 I will not be silent when 
Christian churches are burned by 
fundamentalists throughout the 
Middle East. I will not be silent 
w h e n  C h r i s t i a n  A r a b s  a r e 
murdered only because they are 
Christians, as they were last week 
in Syria. I will not be silent when 
450,000 Christians are driven out 
of Syria in just the past year. I will 
not be silent when the Christian 
population of Lebanon has been 
terrorised. I will not be silent when 
Christian holy sites are desecrated 
in Arab lands. I will not be silent, 
and you will not be silent...
 ...because we know what 
happens when the world looks the 
other way. We will not be silent 
because this is our home, this is 
your home. And nothing will ever 
change that fact. We will walk 
down this path together. We will 
share in each other’s joys. And we 
will share each other’s trials. We 
will support each other and we will 
protect each other. Why? Because 
we all come from the same family; 
we all believe in the same Book. 
We all believe in God and the Ten 
Commandments and the Golden 
Rule. We all cherish our children 
and we want to live in peace with 
our neighbours.
 You know, it has always struck 
me as ironic – when the Jews rose 
up out of the horror of the 
Holocaust and returned to this land 
after 2,000 years, the only people 
who were not surprised by this 
miracle were all of you. That’s 
because instead of just believing in 

the Bible, you actually read it! And 
you know that these miracles were 
foretold...
 You want to see miracles? 
They are all around you! It is here 
that you walk in the footsteps of 
our patriarchs and your Lord. 
Look at this country that was 
created out of nothing but hard 
work and sacrifice, prayer and the 
belief in God. These are the tenets 
we all share... This is what binds us 
and brings us together...

 After 2000 years, the Jews 
have come home and now we 
stand here tonight in our ancient 
homeland, in our eternal and 
undivided capital, together with 
our Christian brothers and 
sisters. 

Together we hope and pray for a 
better tomorrow. Let us continue 
to work together to achieve what is 
great for mankind. The World 
Jewish Congress will always stand 
with the International Christian 
Embassy in Jerusalem... Not only 
will we stand with you, we are 
proud to stand with you... May we 
go forward from here together, 
arm-in-arm, one family under 
God, and continue our work with 
strength and determination. You 
have my solemn commitment to 
w o r k  w i t h  a l l  t h e  J e w i s h 
communities around the world to 
help you, to support you as you 
supported us, and to always be by 
your side. God bless each and 
every one of you. Hag Sameach!”



The Ukraine 
is in a state of 
crisis. There 
h a s  b e e n 
g r o w i n g 
unrest in the 
Ukraine since 
D e c e m b e r 

2013, mainly in the capital city 
Kiev which is spreading now to all 
other major cities. Millions of 
people have been expressing their 
anger against the government, in a 
pro-European demonstration. A 
large part of the opposition is 
supporter of the Swoboda party - 
a n  o p e n l y  a n t i - S e m i t i c , 
nationalistic movement. There is 
g r e a t  f e a r  i n  t h e  J e w i s h 
community. In the last week alone, 
several orthodox Jews have been 
attacked.  
 In the last few days, Ukraine 
has been transformed. I barely 
recognize it. Everywhere there is 
chaos and disorder. The country is 
c o l l a p s i n g .  S o m e  o f  t h e 
demonstrators in Kiev shout: “Out 
with the Jews!” Today I was 
invited to participate in the 
Holocaust Remembrance event in 
Tulchin. I spoke with an 84-year 
old survivor of the Holocaust. He 
said - "This is not going to end 
well". My wife Ira read from 
Psalm 121. "The Lord will keep 
you from all harm", No-one spoke 
a word. At the end, everyone said 

quietly "Amen". I am deeply 
concerned that - like 70 years ago - 
the hatred and violence will 
suddenly turn into an anti-Jewish 
pogrom. 
 In many cities the synagogues 
and Jewish schools have been 
closed, and in some places it is 
dangerous for Jews to wear their 
kippahs openly in the street. 
Everywhere there is fear. Our 
f r i e n d s  f r o m  t h e  J e w i s h 
community in Kiev wrote: “Due to 
the complicated situation we had 
to double or triple the security in 
our institutions. The strongest 
security was put around children’s 
institutions.”

Kiev is a big city in the Ukraine 
with 6 million residents and about 
60,000 to 70,000 Jews. More than 
300,000 Jews in the whole of the 
Ukraine have the right to return to 
Israel. The Ukraine is not part of 
the European Shengen Treaty, 
which means that the borders are 
secured for those who want to 
enter or leave the country. The 
whole country can be sealed off in 
a couple of hours.  
 I have spoken with many 
Jewish people, who say they are 
secretly considering leaving for 
Israel. They need our help. Many 

of the Jews in Ukraine are very 
poor. They are afraid, they do not 
know how to go about it, and they 
do not have the resources to travel 
to the Israeli consulate in Kiev to 
g e t  t h e i r  p a p e r s  i n  o r d e r.            
This is where we support them. 

 
 

So Christians for Israel sent a letter 
on behalf of the Christians for 
Israel global movement to the 
Jewish community in Ukraine, as 
a sign of our support. We have 
received many letters from Jewish 
leaders telling us how happy they 
were to know that Christians are 
praying for them.  

Please pray for all of those who 
work in Aliyah, the 'fishermen' of 
Christians for Israel, Ebenezer and 
Ezra.  Nataliya, one of our aliyah 
workers had a vision about what is 
happening now. When she told me 
this about 6 months ago I honestly 
thought 'it was just a storm in a 
teacup!' In her vision she also saw 
a Jewish girl who was slowly 
packing because she might leave, 
but Natalia told her “run, run, run” 
and took her luggage. This is when 
she woke up. Yesterday I took 

food to the Jewish school in 
Vinnitsa and told the kitchen chef, 
Luda, 'leave to Israel as soon as 
possible with all the children and 
just close down the school'. 
Normally she always has an 
answer but then she became 
deadly pale.   The ‘fishermen’ are 
now seriously warning: 'leave, 
leave!!’ Now comes the time of 
the 'fishermen and the hunters' 
(see Jeremiah 16). The Jews will 
have to choose for Israel! Not for 
Europe or Russia, but for the G'd 
of Israel. Flee from the land of the 
North as it is clearly written in 
Zechariah 2v 6 .
 

Aliyah12

is the premier publication of
CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL

The English edition of Israel & 
Christians Today is printed for, and in 

cooperation with, the following
English speaking NationaI branches:

Christians for Israel - New Zealand
Rev. Hon. Graeme Lee, Chair

PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642
Tel: +64 9 525 7564 
Fax +64 9 974 2613

Email: info@c4israel.org.nz
www.c4israel.co.nz

Christians for Israel - Australia
Ian Worby, National Director
PO Box 1508, Springwood,
Queensland, Australia 4127

Tel. +61 402 277 930
Email: info@c4israel.com.au

www.c4israel.com.au

Christians for Israel - 
South East Asia Region

National Co-ordinators
Kenneth Khoo & Wilson Ng

Towner Post Office, PO Box 078
Singapore 913223
Tel: +65 9179 1757

Email: khooken888@yahoo.com.sg
Email: wilson@c4israel.org

www.c4israel.org

Christians for Israel - Uganda
PO Box 34479, Kampala, East Africa

Tel. 256 392 865 461
www.c4israel.org

Christians for Israel - U.K. c/- W.A.M. 
PO Box 789, Sutton Coldfield, 

West Midlands B73 5FX
Tel: +44 121 3549081

Email: ukinfo@c4israel.org

Christians for Israel - USA
Fred J. van Westing, CEO

PO Box 2589, Manteca, CA 95336
Phone/Fax: +1 209 665 4280

Email: fredvanwesting@c4israel.org
www.c4israel.us

Articles: The articles printed in Israel & Christians 
Today express the views of their individual authors 
and they do not necessarily represent the views of 
the Editors or that of the Board of Christians for 
Israel. The printing of articles or advertising in 
Israel & Christians Today does not necessarily 
imply either endorsement or agreement.

February 2014
Christians for Israel - New Zealand

Response Coupon
Thank you for this issue of Israel & Christians Today. 

o Yes, I would like to receive this FREE bi-monthly magazine.

o Yes, I would like to support I&CT newspaper.

Name     __________________________________________________ ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________

City/Town _____________________________________________________________________

State/ZIP code _____________________________________________________________________

Phone ___________________________ Email _____________________________________

To receive your free copy, complete form & return to: New Zealand PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642

  Australia PO Box 1508, Springwood, Queensland, Australia 4127

I want to support Christians for Israel
C4I MINISTRY

 o Please accept my donation to bless

  Christians for Israel’s ministry

ALIYAH

 o One Person

  $300 New Zealand / $300 Australia / $170 USA

 o One Family (5 persons)

  $1250 New Zealand / $1000 Australia / $850 USA    

 o One busload (25 persons)

  $6250 New Zealand / $5000 Australia / $5250 USA

Please send your cheque, payable to Christians for Israel, 

to the address applicable to you.

Name  _____________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________

  _____________________________________________

Phone  _____________________________________________

Email  _____________________________________________

New Zealand PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642

Australia PO Box 1508, Springwood, Queensland, Australia 4127

USA PO Box 2589, Manteca, CA 95336

South East Asia Region Towner Post Office 078, Singapore 913223

U.K. c/- W.A.M. PO Box 789, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands B73 5FX

OTHER COUNTRIES: C4I International, PO Box 1100, 3860 BC, Nijkerk, 

Netherlands (Holland) www.c4israel.org 

The Crisis In The Ukraine An Urgent Message From  Koen Carlier, C4I Leader In The Ukraine 

FLEEING FROM THE
LAND OF THE NORTH

LETTER TO SUPPORT
JEWISH COMMUNITY

ANOTHER
REQUEST


