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From the Depth of Destruction to Proud Nationhood
By NZ Israeli Ambassador Yosef Lovne

The Hebrew calendar presents important 
milestones in our history as a nation and 
how our past is reflected in our lives today. 
The celebration of Passover marks the 
ushering in of several weeks that together 
capture our history as a Nation. We begin 
our voyage towards nationhood with the 
exodus. This march is then subdued by the 
remembrance of the Shoa and reaches its 
peak with Independence Day. In other 
words our historical perspective stretches 
over thousands of years. We have been the 
witnesses to the human march across the 
centuries.

Our history has been marked by lights 
and shadows; from the ancient Jewish 
kingdoms in Jerusalem to two millennia of 
Diaspora. We have survived as a people, 
though throughout the exile we have been 
subjected to repeated threats and violence, 
none would surpass the Holocaust.

From the occupation of Poland and until 
the liberation, the world, reality and life lost 
their traditional meaning for Jews. With 
every Nazi soldier who walked across 
Europe, an impregnable ceiling was 
imposed upon the communities across the 
continent. Outside this locked cage, life, 
albeit extremely difficult went on. People 
could get married, have children and hope 
for a future. Inside the cage, men, women 
and children gradually realized that their 
lives had lost horizons. 

The oxygen was being drained out of 
the cage; there were no doors, no cracks, no 
hope and no option. For the first time in 
man's annals, genocide was not just a sick 
concept. It became an ideology that evolved 
into a platform from which a national 

policy was derived. An entire state 
apparatus was put in place to carry out the 
annihilation of every Jewish person - 
religious or secular, practicing or agnostic. 
All were doomed. There were no options. 
Even those who chose to convert found 
themselves facing the same fate. There was 
no escape not for them or even those who 
had but one Jewish parent. Their fate was 
sealed. And the grinding machine went 
about its gruesome task every day striving 
to comply with the goal of a comprehensive 
and absolute annihilation of the Jewish 
people.

Yet, even from the depth of destruction 
our nation has lifted its head and proudly 
proclaimed our survival. Barely three short 
years after the end of the war, Israel retook 
its place among the nations of the world. In 
our calendar, only a few days separate the 
memory of the Shoa, and the joy of the 
rebirth of our sovereignty, in the face of all 
odds, the Jewish people triumphed once 
more. Yes, we celebrate 66 years of 
independence. We are still a young State; 
nevertheless we have a lot to be proud of 
and thankful for. The ingathering of the 
exiles is not merely an ideal - it is a reality! 
From the east and the west from the south 
and the north Jews converge to build the 
homeland. From the modest beginning of 
an agricultural society with the iconic Jaffa 
orange being picked by sun tanned 
pioneers, we have come a long way to a 
technologically based society. As we 
proceed to peel the orange -  the fruit we 
would uncover are the multiple innovations 
that have given us the name "The Start-up 
Nation".

Nevertheless, Israel 
is still surrounded by an 
ocean of instability and 
challenges. This reality 
places upon us the 
unenviable task of 
carrying on with normal 
life while at the same 
time keeping our eyes 
open lest we wake up 
one morning to face a 
serious threat from 
across our borders. 
These include the 
continuing challenge 
from Iran and its allies 
closer to home. We are 
deeply disturbed by the 
decision of the 
President of the P.A to 
embrace Hamas and 
thus place serious 
doubts about the future 
of the peace process. 
Let there be no 
misunderstanding,  we 
will not negotiate with 
anyone who denies our 
right to exist and 
espouses terror as a 
legitimate means.

In the same breath 
our desire for building a new reality in the 
Middle East is just as firm. We are still 
committed to a two state solution that will 
see a Democratic and Jewish State of Israel 
living in peace and security with a 
Palestinian State. Peace is not a luxury, it is 
the vision each and every Israeli dreams 

about and yearns for. Our dreams and 
aspirations embrace the entire gamut of 
human endeavors, in science and education; 
art and culture; social welfare and economic 
development. 

This is what the Zionist ideal is all 
about!

GENERAL ENQUIRIES: Christians For Israel, PO Box 12006, Penrose, Auckland 1642. 297a Church St, Onehunga, Auckland 1061, New Zealand

Brian Hughes, His Excellency, Yosef Lovne and wife Norma 

Since last year, the population in Israel 

grew by some 157,000 people; Jews 

represent about 75% of the total population 

and the Israeli-Arab population stands at 

20.7%. 

__________________________________

As Israel prepares to celebrate its 66th 

birthday, the Central Bureau of Statistics 

released a report estimating the 

country’s population at 8.18 million.___________________________________

There are 6.135 million Jewish 

residents - 75 percent of the total 

population - and the Arab Israeli population 

stands at 1.694 million, or 20.7% of the 

country’s inhabitants.

The additional 4.3%, approximately 

345,000 people, are non-Arab Christians or 

people of other religions, as well as those 

with no religious affiliation.

The population in Israel grew by about 

157,000 people, or 2%, since last year, 

according to the report. The figures showed 

that 178,000 babies were born this past year 

while 42,000 deaths were recorded.

With regards to Aliyah, 24,000 new 

immigrants and returning residents arrived 

in that same period.

At the end of 2012, approximately 

three-quarters of the Jews in Israel were 

Sabras - born in the country - and more 

than half were at least second-generation 

natives.

___________________________________

These figures indicate a drastic increase 

since the foundation of the state in 1948, 

when there were 806,000 Israelis, of 

whom 35% were native-born.___________________________________

In 1948, Israel had only one city in 

which the population exceeded 100,000 

residents, Tel Aviv-Jaffa. 

Today, 14 cities have populations of 

more than 100,000, of which six have more 

than 200,000 residents: Jerusalem,           

Tel Aviv-Jaffa, Haifa, Rishon Lezion, 

Ashdod and Petah Tikva, according to the 

report.

On its 66th Birthday, Israel’s Population Nears 8.2 Million
By Liar Gravé-Lazi, Courtesy of the Jerusalem Post 

 Photo: Israeli family enjoying a 
picnic to celebrate Israel's 66th 

Independence day in Israel.
Shutterstock.com



__________________________________
People often ask: why does Christians 
for Israel devote so much attention to 
the Jewish people? Would it not be 
better to devote attention to more 
pressing issues, like protecting the 
environment, or supporting the 
persecuted Church, or defending 
human rights? Moreover, Israel seems 
to be causing so much conflict in the 
world. Shouldn’t the Jews just 
dismantle the settlements and give land 
back to the Palestinians so that the 
conflict can be resolved?__________________________________ 

In the first place, the question of Israel 
is important because God himself says it is 
important. God's relationship with Israel is 
the major subject in the Bible. Most of the 
Old Testament is about Israel. All of the 
books of the New Testament were written 
by Jews (with the exception of the Gospel 
of Luke). Jesus was (and still is) a Jew. 

The word "Israel" is mentioned 98 times in 
the New Testament – in all cases (with one 
possible exception) referring clearly to the 
ongoing significance of the literal nation 
of Israel. 

Moreover, in Romans 9-11 the Apostle 
Paul tells us specifically that the return of 
Jesus Christ is somehow connected with 
the restoration of the nation of Israel. And 
the restoration of Israel in turn is somehow 
closely connected with the completion of 
the Church (the “full number of the 
Gentiles” – Romans 11:25).  This raises 
many issues we need to examine if we are 
to take God’s words seriously. What is the 
“restoration of Israel”? What is the 
“fullness of the Gentiles”? Do the 
prophecies and promises of the Old 
Testament have a literal application? How 
can God have a special purpose with a 
people that does not believe in Jesus Christ 
as their Messiah?

Christians for Israel was established in 
the late 1970’s to raise awareness on these 
issues. Our mission is to bring biblical 
understanding in the Church and among 
the nations concerning God's purposes for 
Israel, and to mobilize Christians to 
comfort the nation of Israel through prayer 
and action.

In particular, we have a message for 
the church on two fundamental issues:
Ÿ The true identity and calling of Israel 

in God's plan of creation and 
redemption, as revealed in God’s word. 
In short: the church has not replaced 
Israel as God’s chosen people, but has 

been grafted into the true olive tree, in 
which the nation of Israel truly 
belongs. There is a mystery about the 
blindness of Israel and their 
restoration, which will find its 
culmination in the coming of Christ. 

Ÿ The prophetic "signs of the times" 
pointing to the Coming of the Messiah 
– understanding the return of the 
Jewish nation to the land, and other 
current developments in the world, in 
the light of God’s word - such as the 
growth of fundamentalist Islam, 
increasing (Christian) anti- Semitism 
and anti-Zionism, the spirit of 
lawlessness in Church and society, and 
the conflict surrounding modern  
Israel. 

After its establishment in The Netherlands, 
in the mid-1990’s, steps were taken to 
introduce the Christians for Israel vision in 
other countries. By 1998 Christians for 
Israel “branches” had been established in 
Germany, Canada, USA and UK. Today, 
Christians for Israel is a growing global 
movement of national Christians for Israel 
representatives and affiliates in over 40 
nations on all continents. In each country, 
we are engaged in a wide variety of 
activities, including:
Ÿ Publication of the newspaper Israel & 

Christians Today (or national 
equivalent)

Ÿ Publication and distribution of many 
educational resources i.e. books, dvd’s

Ÿ Speaking in churches, organizing 
conferences, training teachers

Ÿ Networking with churches and other 
Christian ministries 

Ÿ Organizing and supporting prayer 
initiatives 

Ÿ Organizing tours to Israel
Ÿ Raising funds to support Jews to return 

to Israel (Aliyah) and projects in Israel.   
__________________________________
Christians for Israel is a non-
denominational movement. We 
represent Christians from all traditions 
and seek to be truly ecumenical: our 
goal is to engage the hearts and minds 
of all members of the one worldwide 
body of Christ, regardless of 
denomination or Church affiliation. We 
are not a “para-church” organization, 
but a movement of (mainly) lay 
Christians within the church. As such, 
we strive to serve the Church in an 
attitude of humility.__________________________________

In an ideal world, separate ministries 
like Christians for Israel would not be 
necessary. The churches themselves 
should be standing in solidarity with the 
Jewish people. It is our hope that 
Christians worldwide will “catch the 
vision” and adopt a more positive attitude 
towards Israel and the Jewish people. In 
the meantime, we will continue to 
encourage fellow Christians to re-examine 
these issues. In this edition of Israel & 
Christians Today you will read of some of 
our many activities around the world. I 
encourage you to partner with us through 
your prayers and financial support. 
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‘Christians for Israel’ - an International Ministry Serving the Church
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
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The current crisis in the Ukraine raises 
many potential risks for the long-term well-
being of the Ukrainian Jewish community. 
It is estimated that up to 500,000 Jews still 
live in the Ukraine. Many of them are 
relatively poor, and many live in remote 
villages and towns. Christians for Israel is 
cooperating closely with the Jewish Agency 
for Israel (JAFI) and other Israeli 
institutions to ensure that the Jews of the 
Ukraine are ready to leave the country 
when it is appropriate to do so.  
___________________________________
For several years, Christians for Israel 
has been working on two fronts in the 
Ukraine - preparing the church to be 
ready to help the Jews flee; and helping 
the Jews in Ukraine in a practical way to 
be ready to make Aliyah. ___________________________________ 

A delegation of Christians for Israel 
leaders (Pim van der Hoff, Dick Schutte, 
Andrew Tucker, Roger van Oordt, Koen 
Carlier, and Dimitry Mishkur) held various 
meetings in Jerusalem in March 2014 to 
discuss the current situation and coordinate 
activities in the coming months.

At a meeting with Ambassador Naomi 
Ben Ami, Director of NATIV, the Christians 
for Israel delegation expressed its concern 
about the safety of the Ukrainian Jews. 
NATIV is the department responsible for 
the issuing of permanent visas and related 
issues to Jews seeking to make Aliyah from 
Ukraine and other countries of FSU 
(Former Soviet Union). Established after 
WWII in Central Europe (Hungary, 
Romania, etc) and later also FSU, during 
the period when Israeli ministries could not 
operate in these countries. Naomi Ben Ami 
was born in Ukraine, and made Aliyah as a 

young child with her family in early 1970’s. 
She became a career diplomat, and has been 
Israeli Ambassador to Ukraine. 
___________________________________
“We believe that the time of the Jews in 
the diaspora is coming to an end”, said 
Koen Carlier. “The Bible tells us there is 
a time of fishers, and a time of hunters. 
The prophets suggest that there will be a 
time of persecution in the countries of the 
North (the Bible calls on the Jews to “flee 
from the north”, whereas the Lord will 
“bring” them from the other countries). 
We believe this time is at hand. The 
Jewish people in the Ukraine need to 
hope for the best, but be prepared for the 
worst”. ___________________________________

Ambassador Ben Ami stressed that 
Christians for Israel and Ebenezer are well-
known and their work in Ukraine is much 
appreciated. “We will need to work together 
in the coming period. It is good to keep 
close contact. There is much concern, but 
not many Ukrainian Jews are ready to leave 
Ukraine. Also, a number of practical 
concerns are holding them back. There 
needs to be a change of attitude. We are 
working on that.” Israel is preparing itself 
for a crisis situation in Ukraine, which may 
require a massive rescue operation. “We do 
not have a master plan, as it is impossible to 
predict what the conditions will be like. But 
we will know how to deal with it”. It may, 
for example, be necessary to transport Jews 
by land via Poland and Romania. In the 
meantime, it is important to prepare the 
Ukrainian Jews for Aliyah. The main 
obstacles to be overcome are obtaining 
foreign passports and necessary approvals 
and documentation from the Ukrainian 

authorities. The latter is difficult because 
many of the offices are not functioning 
given the current government crisis. It was 
agreed that the main priority at the moment 
is to make sure that as many Jews as 
possible are “in the system”, and have their 
papers in order.     

At a meeting with Bilana Sahar and Dr. 
Michael Yedovitzky of JAFI, and Jacob 
Snir (Keren Hayesod - northern Europe), 
Koen Carlier explained the various JAFI 
projects supported by Christians for Israel 
in Ukraine and Central Asia since 2011. In 
addition to the many other Aliyah-related 
projects implemented or supported by 
Christians for Israel Ukraine - including 
food parcels, visiting Jewish families, 
transportation to/from consulates, 
transportation to/from airport - this includes 
sponsoring JAFI’s Aliyah seminars and 
support for JAFI’s “First Home in the 
Homeland” programs in Israel. At meetings 
on 4th and 6th March in Kiev attended by 
representatives of Christians for Israel, 
Ebenezer, leaders of JAFI and Israeli 
embassy/consulate in Kiev, Ukraine, 
Christians for Israel proposed a new project 
to get the Jews ready for Aliyah: small 
busses will gather Jews in the various 
regions to visit one of the four regional 
consulate offices (Kharkov, Odessa, Kiev 
and Dnepropetrovsk). Christians for Israel 
will pay the costs of the busses. Extra 
consuls have been engaged in these 
regional offices to manage the demand.  

The JAFI leaders emphasized that the 
support of Christians for Israel and the 
other Christian ministries has been 
invaluable over many years to “give the 
Jews in the Ukraine the opportunity to have 
an opportunity”.  

Ms. Sahar: “We are deeply grateful. 
Words cannot express our appreciation”. 

JAFI is monitoring the situation in 
Ukraine daily. Sahar: “The situation is 
volatile and unpredictable.  We are trying to 
prepare the people for Aliyah. As a first 
step, JAFI is contacting all Jewish persons 
who are registered as having interest in 
Aliyah in 2014. Each family needs special 
treatment, every person has a different 
situation (family, businesses, children, etc). 
Obtaining documents from Ukrainian 
authorities is difficult and bureaucratic. 
Furthermore, it is a huge challenge to find 
and make contact with those who are 
potentially eligible to make Aliyah. There 
are about 200,000 known Jews in Ukraine – 
but potentially there are many more. 
History tells us we must be prepared for 
Aliyah in waves”. 

For many years, JAFI has been 
investing in giving the Jews in Ukraine, 
Russia and the former Soviet Union 
republics “the possibility to make a choice 
for Aliyah”. JAFI offers many different 
short-term and long-term programs 
whereby Jews from these countries can 
become acquainted with Israel and the 
possibilities for making Aliyah. 
Concurrently, JAFI is working on strategies 
and programs to absorb these new 
immigrants, and match their skills with 
market demand. 

NATIV: Officially Lishkat Hakesher or 
The Liaison Bureau, is an Israeli liaison 
organisation that maintained contact with 
Jews living in the Eastern Bloc during the 
Cold War and encourage Aliyah, or 
immigration to Israel.

Christians for Israel Partners with Ukranian Jews



This requires an 
explanation! Between 
December and mid-
March there was 
suspicion about all 
vehicles travelling from 
the Eastern Ukraine to 
the west, but since the 

early April unrest in the east, all vehicles 
travelling from the west to the east have 
now become suspect! Not only have dozens 
of government buildings been occupied, but 
many barricades, monitored by masked 
men, have sprung up along the way too!

That makes travelling particularly 
difficult especially for Nataliya and Yuri, 
who visit Christian Jewish families in the 
east in Doneck, Kramatorsk, Slavyansk and 
Lugansk. For long distance visits we travel 
by train, and for local visits we hire local 
Christians who own vehicles. At present it 
is rather easy to speak about returning to 
Israel, because for many people the current 
situation is the last straw and they, 
therefore, wish to leave! 

I recently visited the western part of the 
country and, even before a discussion could 

be started, the people said, “We have 
decided to go to Israel. Koen, the words and 
dedication of your team over many years, 
led us to make a definite decision.”

We are not even aware when our food 
parcels arrive, usually just in time, but it 
never ceases to surprise us. During April we 
spoke to more than 400 olim both 
personally and at Aliyah seminars. If this 
trend continues, a doubling of the Aliyah 
from the Ukraine to Israel will be seen by 
the end of this year. 

How the situation will develop, and the 
severity thereof, remains pure speculation, 
but it is clear that people are using the 
situation to intimidate the Jews with 
different actions, aimed at drawing them 
into the conflict. 

We hear a lot but people prefer not to 
speak about the many incidents aimed at the 
Jews. The Jews wish to remain neutral in 
the conflict and yet we hope that they will 
not remain neutral, but choose for the plan 
of the Lord with His land. Fearful waiting 
in the Diaspora is senseless. 

I recently asked a Jew, “Which country 
did God give you?” “Israel” he said.

“So what are you still doing in the 
Ukraine?” Silence ensued. 
We tirelessly continue with our task while 
knowing we are led by Him and encouraged 
by your prayers. Isaiah 41:14.

Tanya Libedko and her team had been 
visiting Jewish families in the area.  They 
are doing this for two reasons - to bring 
them presents to commemorate Pesach, one 
of Jewish holidays and also to bring them 
comfort and help to talk about Aliyah. 
During their visits they saw many Jewish 
people in panic as they were worried about 
their future and the future of their children.  
They are afraid of war and the 
manifestations of 
anti-Semitism at 
this time.  

However, when 
they asked them if 
they could pray for 
them, they readily 
said yes which just 
proves that people 
look at God as 
more important 
now and are 
grateful for the 
time Tanya and    
her team have 
given them. 
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The Jewish Plight Continues to Worsen in the Ukraine
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader in the Ukraine 

June 2014

Chronicle of Events in Kramatorsk
By Tanya Libedko, Aliyah Fieldworker, Christians for Israel, East of Ukraine 

On May 3, an anti-terrorism operation 
started in Kramatorsk. Due to the current 
hostilities, shopkeepers are limited to what 
and how much they can stock, so the team 
decided to buy some food for Jewish 
families. Thank God we did, because as 
soon as we left the store, we saw a lot of 
Ukraine’s military machines and soldiers 
who started the anti-terrorist operation. 

We heard gunshots near us. In 
Kramatorsk, terrorists had barricaded the 
main streets, blocking them with public 
transportation and cars. They expected to 
stop Ukrainian special forces. They were 
using real military actions. Terrorists 
burned buses and trolleybuses to stop 
Ukrainian special forces. 

Today the situation in the town is a little 
calmer. But in town, there are still 
barricades and roadblocks. Many shops are 
closed. It is a problem to 
buy bread. Factories and 
other businesses in the 
town are also closed, as 
well as schools. Public 
transport does not work 
and the railway is closed.

The picture here 
show volunteers who 
have bought food for 
poor Jewish families in 
Kramatorck. A few 
weeks before they still 

could travel out of town to Slavjanck to 
provide the Jews there with food parcels 
but this is not possible anymore! They visit, 
comfort and pray with the Jewish families 
they visit. In May more than 200 Jews will 
leave the Ukraine for Israel. Some of them 
will go through the programme, Our First 
Home in the Homeland: a programme we 
visited last year. Forty two Kibbutz are in 
this absorption programme to welcome and 
help new immigrants/olim to settle! For the 
first five months, its five days a week, five 
hours a day learning Hebrew! Recently 
Elena Kovarsky, Director of Our First 
Home in the Homeland, did two Aliyah 
seminars in Kharkov (East of Ukraine) and 
in Kiev (center of the Ukraine). It was very 
successful and the outcome will be that 
many Jews in the near future will make 
Aliyah.
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Israel and How We Read the Bible
By Rev. Henk Poot 

June 2014

Our vision of Israel and the church is 
determined by the way we read the Bible. 
This question of hermeneutics - the key we 
use when reading Scripture - is as old as the 
church itself. 

The history of biblical hermeneutics 
makes clear that believers through all ages 
have struggled to understand God’s Word 
correctly. What is our key for understanding 
the Bible?

Understanding the Bible
An important question in hermeneutics 

is whether we should interpret the text 
literally, or seek for ‘deeper’, spiritual 
meaning. Other hermeneutical questions 
involve the relationship of the Old and the 
New Testament, the unity of Scripture, and 
the meaning of history. 

Against philosophical critiques, the 
early church took far-reaching decisions by 
maintaining the Old Testament as Scripture, 
and by recognizing the God of the Old 
Testament as God. The doctrine of the 
Trinity testifies to the fact that, in Christ, 
we have to do with the God of Israel and 
the Old Testament. This is fundamental for 
our understanding of the Bible.

The Meaning 
of the 
Kingdom of 
God

We have to give 
history a clear place 
in our thinking when 
reading the New 
Testament. The 
Bible is about more 
than our personal 
salvation and 
sanctification.

We have been 
transferred from 
darkness to light and 
in Christ the 

Kingdom of God has already broken 
through. God is indeed pursuing his story of 
salvation, right through the events of this 
century, and the church is there in the midst, 
praying, witnessing and worshipping. Its 
Lord and Saviour is the Chief of the Kings 
of the earth and God is sustaining and 
managing world events. Through 
redemption in Christ, God is preparing us 
for life on a restored earth. That is what we 
learn when we pay attention to the lasting 
historical significance of the Old Testament. 

The Coming of the Kingdom
The disciples’ last question to Jesus is 

not a question about heaven but about the 
restoration of the kingdom of Israel. So if 
there is just one hermeneutic key to a 
theology of Israel, it has to be "the coming 
of the Kingdom". This is what it is all 
about. As Arnold A. Van Ruler (Dutch 
theologian, 1908-1970) once put it: it 
revolves around Christ, but it is about the 
kingdom. 

The Old Testament recounts the 
dispersion of the peoples of the earth 
following the fall, the flood and the 
building of the tower of Babel, and tells of 

the creation of Israel, the people 
that, as the chief of all peoples, 
will be the channel through which 
God will bring the coming of the 
kingdom closer. 

Israel does not lose this 
position, nor does it do so with the 
coming of Christ. Christ is 
moreover not only the Son of 
God, He is also the King of Israel, 
the One who has become her head 
and who embodies and represents 
her, leading her in the fulfilment 
of her calling and even serving 
her  (Rom.15:8).

Israel the Centre of 
Revelation

Israel and the church both 
have their role to play. The church 
witnesses to the fact that Christ is 
her head, living through His Spirit 
and showing that the kingdom is 
already taking shape in her.  She 
has received salvation through the 
intermediary of Israel and celebrates her 
redemption, even though this is provisional 
and in the midst of all that is broken. Israel 
remains the people through whom God is 
writing the story of salvation. 

God does not gradually dispose of the 
history of Israel. Israel is not dissolved in 
the church and the earth is not dissolved in 
heaven. Christ reaches his saving hands out 
to the world, but He does not lay David’s 
crown aside while doing so.

The fact that the church shares in 
Israel’s promises means, in particular, that 
the church shares her spiritual riches. 

The land remains allotted to the children 
of Israel, Jerusalem their heritage. This is 
part of her calling. And the church stands in 
a ring round Israel, praying and singing 
when God appears as the Holy One in the 
midst of Israel, before the eyes of all the 
nations.

The Kingdom is the Key
Did Jesus himself not preach about the 

coming of the kingdom? Did He himself 
not send out his disciples to proclaim it and 
to lay hands on the sick as a sign thereof?

In that light, personal salvation and 
sanctified life do not disappear. In that light, 
notions of righteousness and life through 
the Spirit do not disappear. They glitter in 
that light! God is more than the king of my 
heart. He is the King of the universe, who 
has chosen to give life to the world via the 
narrow way of Israel.

Whoever opens the Scriptures with this 
key, enters into the heart of God’s 
revelation.  The Kingdom is the key!

Rev. Henk Poot is a minister in the 
Protestant Church in the Netherlands, and 
works with Christians for Israel

Shavout morning in Jerusalem. Photo by Jeremy Price

Shavout celebration. Photo by Max Nathans

Holding the Torah. Photo by Josh Evnin
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The Fulfilment of the Day of Pentecost & the Gift of the Holy Spirit

June 2014

By Kees de Vreugd, Christians for Israel International

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit did 
not occur just somehow or somewhere. The 
Spirit came “like the blowing of a violent 
wind from heaven and filled the whole 
house where they were sitting”. This house 
was in Jerusalem. And it happened “when 
the day of Pentecost was fulfilled”, as it 
literally reads, the day for which Jews from 
all corners of the earth go up to Jerusalem. 
It is Jerusalem where, according to Luke, 
salvation history takes place. Jesus is going 
there to fulfill His departure (Luke 9:31), 
literally, His ‘exodus’. And there, the 
disciples receive the power of the Holy 
Spirit to be witnesses “in Jerusalem and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of 
the earth”. Jerusalem is the heart and the 
centre.

The Day of Pentecost
And there are the disciples, gathered 

together on the fiftieth day. Seven weeks 
have been counted starting from Pesach 
(Passover). On the second day of the feast 
of unleavened bread a sheaf of the first 
harvested grain – in Israel, this is barley (cf. 
John 6:9) – was brought to the priest as a 
thanksgiving offering. This sheaf is called 
omer in Hebrew. From then on, the days 
must be counted, “seven full weeks. Count 
off fifty days up to the day after the seventh 
Sabbath, and then present an offering of 
new grain to the LORD” (Lev. 23:15). This 
is the day of the first fruits, the feast of 
weeks (Numbers 28:26 and Deuteronomy 
16:9-12). The commandment in 
Deuteronomy adds a remarkable aspect: 
“Remember that you were slaves in Egypt, 
and follow carefully these decrees.” In 
other words, Pentecost is still Passover, too. 

In Deuteronomy, the last day of the feast 
of the unleavened bread is called in Hebrew 
an atzeret, meaning either assembly, or final 
day. And it seems as if this final day covers 
seven weeks. Thus, Shavuot becomes seven 
weeks of Pesach, and on Pentecost, seven 
weeks are fulfilled. 

Gift of the Torah
It is not entirely clear from the historical 

sources whether in the time of the New 
Testament Shavuot was already celebrated 
as feast of the giving of the Torah. 
However, a reference to this 
aspect of Shavuot may be 
found already in the book of 
Jubilees (2nd c. BCE). 
Interestingly, the Greek 
wording of Acts 2:1 would also 
suggest that the disciples were 
together at the dawning of the 
new day. In other words, they 
had spent the night together – 
for what other reason would 
that be than praying and 
contemplating the teachings of 
Jesus? 

When I lived in Jerusalem, 
I experienced the joy and the 
excitement that radiated from 
the faces of the Torah students 
when they arrived at the 
Western Wall, at dawn, after 
this night of study, to say the 
morning prayers. Even in 
Christian tradition, the 
connection between the gift of 
the Holy Spirit and the gift of 
the Torah was laid. Nobody 
less than the church-father 

Augustine shows in a letter to Januarius, 
that the revelation on Mount Sinai fell on 
the feast of weeks: “We learn, that after the 
Jews observed the first Passover with the 
slaying of the lamb as appointed, fifty days 
intervened between that day and the day on 
which upon Mount Sinai there was given to 
Moses the Law written with the finger of 
God; and this finger of God is in the 
Gospels most plainly declared to signify the 
Holy Spirit: for where one evangelist 
quotes our Lord's words thus, “I with the 
finger of God cast out devils” (Luke 11:20), 
another quotes them thus, “I cast out devils 

by the Spirit of God” (Matthew 12:28). In 
other words, there is a strong connection 
between the Torah and the Spirit. “We 
know, says Paul, that the Law is spiritual.”

The House
Where were the disciples together? 

According to Acts, they were in ‘one place’. 
Further on, this place is referred to as ‘the 
whole house’, that was filled by the sound 
of a blowing wind. Which house would 
provide room for 120 people (Acts 1:15)? 
Could it be that they were together in a 
room inside the temple complex? In 
Hebrew, the temple is often referred to as 
the ‘house of the sanctuary’, and the 
temple-mount is called ‘mount of the 
House’. Furthermore, “everyday, they 
continued to meet in the temple” (Acts 
2:46). And where else would they have 
been noticed by so many people at the same 
time? Or where else could they have been 
able to baptize so many people at once? If 
anywhere, then it was the temple complex 
that provided enough ‘miqve’s’ (ritual bath) 
for this purpose.

Torah and Spirit
On the third day, the Lord descended on 

mount Sinai in fire. This was the fiftieth 
day after Passover. 

The gift of the Spirit is closely 
connected to the gift of the Torah. The 
disciples experienced the gift of the Spirit 
as the renewal of God’s covenant with 
Israel. They never rejected Jewish tradition 
or Jewish identity. Their preaching of the 
Gospel bears witness to and confirms God’s 
covenant with Israel.

Kees de Vreugd works with Christians 
for Israel as editor of the Dutch quarterly 
“Israel and the Church”, and as editor of 
www.whyisrael.org. He studied theology in 
Utrecht (Netherlands) and Jerusalem.
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News From Our National Leader June 2014

Shalom Chaverim, (hello friends) and readers,

Thanks for all your positive feedback on this new initiative. It’s amazing how quickly the 
paper comes around even though it’s only published every two months, so we appreciate 
your continued prayers and generous gifts that makes this newspaper possible.

Israel Tours: 
My wife Mandy and I have just returned from our 9th tour to Israel and we were delighted 
to have nearly 80 pilgrims traveling with us from both New Zealand and Australia as we 
walked in the dust of our Rabbi from the length and breadth of Israel and Jordan..the Holy 
Land of our great God. 

For those of you who missed it, you can see the photo highlights and read Mandy’s very 
informative blog here www.ucb.com.au/day-1-tel-aviv-to-joppa-jaffa or better yet ...why 
not secure your seat with us on our Deluxe tour this October as we celebrate our 10th 
trip journeying to both Israel and Turkey—it’s going to be our best tour yet!!!  See the 
advertisement on page 3 for details.

Why Israel?:
A big thank you for all those who remained patient, as the two advertised books 
Why Israel? and Why End times? have fi nally arrived. Eric and Karin have been run off 
their feet getting them in the post. 

Special offer:
And as promised in the previous edition; the other good News is that for anyone else who 
wants a copy of these books, I am pleased to say we can continue to supply these to you at 
this special offer until June 30. So please get your orders in ASAP.  

We will also extend our Special end of fi nancial year bundle offer of Willem 
Glashouwer’s teaching series. Includes the 4 disc DVD box Why Israel? together with the 
book of the same title for a donation of only $50. Or get the Why Israel? DVD set plus 
both books, Why Israel? and Why End times? for a donation of just $60.

I am sure these will form 
a great addition to your 
teaching library and help 
you form the basis for 
possibly having a small 
home or church study group 
on this important teaching 
from the Bible.

Why not get a few extra 
copies to give to your 
pastor, friends or family 
members.

Volunteers still needed:
If you live in the Brisbane, Logan, Gold 
coast region of QLD, and are passionate 
about being an advocate for Christians 
for Israel and have some basic offi ce and 
administrational skills, we would love to 
talk to you about serving as a volunteer 
at our offi ce, located off Compton Rd 
Underwood, QLD, 4119.

Duties would be focused around helping 
with our daily mail, banking, fulfi llment 
of orders and requests for information and 
products that we promote through 
the paper. 

If you have basic but competent computer 
and communication skills and are available 
one or two days a week on a regular basis 
then please send your CV and contact 
details to info@c4israel.com.au.

This one day seminar hosted by our good friends Mark Durie and Julie Blinco and Our 
International C4I Executive Director Andrew Tucker went very well and received some 
excellent positive feedback.

So much so that we are planning another one soon (keep an eye out for that announcement 
here and on our website) please see Matthew Thorn’s special report plus links to the audio 
recordings and other information from the event on page 2.

Thank you again for your continued faithful and prayerful support.

Shalom and Be’ahavat Yisrael (With a love for Israel and its people)

Ian Worby
National Leader

C4I Australian Treasurer gives ‘thumbs-up’ on the 
Mevasseret Zion Absorption Centre.
With the kind assistance of Amit Tzur-Tal, the Executive Director of United Israel Appeal, Victoria, my wife Lorraine and 
I had the great privilege of visiting the Mevasseret Zion Absorption Centre near Jerusalem on our second day in Israel. 

Jumping into a taxi from our hotel, we took the near half hour journey, still 
slightly dazed from a long fl ight and little sleep, taking in the outer suburbs 
of Jerusalem. One of the fi rst things to stick out was a Kosher McDonalds 
just down the road from our destination. Now you have to understand that 
we rarely if ever eat at McDonalds, but I think it was seeing something 
so familiar in the great golden arches, with the word kosher underneath, 
that engendered both curiosity and calm being in a country we had never 
been before. Driving on the opposite side of the road, (we are really 
green travellers, no matter how hard you tell yourself, that it’s okay, the 
automatics constantly want to cry out in alarm) and the stark lack of bold 
colour were instant contrasts to our normal experiences in Australia.

We were met at the centre by a lady named Karen who was delightfully 
gracious and introduced us to Danielle and Mulualem. Our main purpose for seeking to undertake this visit was to expand 
the story behind a donation made in Australia to assist a person to make Aliyah to Israel. I guessed that the picture was a 
whole lot more complicated than it would fi rst appear. While the experiences of groups from different regions of the world 
would be different, I expected there would be some similarities. However, the story of the 

C4I Australia National Leader Ian Worby and 
Mandy Worby, C4I Australia Secretary in 

Jerusalem on tour with UCB.

UPDATE

Our main purpose for 
seeking to undertake this 

visit was to expand the story 
behind a donation made in 

Australia to assist a person to 
make Aliyah to Israel

Continued on Page 3C4I Australia Treasurer, Eric Belcher.



Understanding the relationship between Judaism, Christianity and Islam has never been so 
important! Such was the resounding theme from Dr. Mark Durie, Mr. Andrew Tucker and 
Ms. Julie Blinco as they taught and informed on common misconceptions in the Church 
today, regarding Israel and Islam.  The bi-annual seminar was hosted by The Institute 
for Spiritual Awareness (I4SA) and Christians For Israel (C4I)’s on May 3 in St Mary’s 
Anglican Church, Caulfi eld. Approximately 120 people attended the seminar.   

Ms Julie Blinco, St Mary’s Inclusion and Discipleship Pastor established the biblical 
foundations for the afternoon’s proceedings with a rebuttal of replacement theology.  She 
explored the shaky historical and theological foundations on the notion that the church had 
replaced Israel as the covenantal people of God and exposed the anti-semitic outcomes, 
which have been a result.  Ms Blinco proposed instead that the Church are “Grafted-in” to 
the Covenantal promise between God and the Israelites, as evident in Romans 9-11.

From this base Mr Andrew 
Tucker, Executive Director of C4I 
International, set out to introduce a 
consistent and realistic approach to 
understanding the Israel/Palestine 
confl ict. Elucidating that only in 
the early 1970’s did the Israel-Arab 
confl ict come to be known as the 
Israel-Palestine confl ict. 

Mr Tucker argued against the 
notion that peace between the 
Western and Arab worlds will 
materialise if sovereignty to the 
“Occupied Territories” or the 

“West Bank” is handed to the Palestinians. An international and transnational lawyer for 
over twenty years, Mr Tucker defended Israel’s historical and legal rights to Jerusalem and 
the West Bank. Understanding the PLO’s origins and objectives reveals that the confl ict 
is not about land, but about the right of the Jewish people to exist as an independent 
nation – a right generally denied throughout the Islamic Arab world. He also highlighted 
the importance of Western nations’ involvement in the region, noting that a hefty fi nancial 
burden is being carried by states, including Australia, to support Palestinian statehood 
and Palestinian UNWRA refugee camps, which promote a culture of permanent political 
animosity towards Israel. 

The presentation alerted those in attendance to the trend of Europe’s growing Islamisation, 
initiated with the formation of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference (OIC) in 1974, 
and fundamental decisions by European nations in the early 1970’s resolving to support 
creation of a Palestinian state based on the “pre-1967 borders”. Mr Tucker refered to the 
work of the European Coalition for Israel to counter the infl uence of the OIC in the UN, by 
facilitating a network of nations willing to defend Judeo-Christian values.

Concluding the day’s presentations, Rev. Dr. Mark Durie steered conversation to address 

the Abrahamic fallacy: that all three monotheistic religions share the same roots. The 
Research Fellow at Melbourne School of Theology called attention to an uncanny tendency 
for a set of seemingly unrelated views to be held together, namely: a negative bias towards 
Israel; Supersessionist theology towards Jews and positive bias towards Islam (including 
the downplay of persecution against Christians and Jews); which cumulate with a belief 
in Biblio-Quranic unity, commonly expressed through use of terminology similar to 
‘Abrahamic Faiths’. 

Rev. Dr. Durie explained that all three faiths view Abraham in a different light: the Jewish 
understanding is largely gained from the liturgical cycle, and homiletic explanations 
passed down by rabbinic sages, whereas the Christian understanding of Abraham being 
‘justifi ed by faith’ is derived from the writings of St Paul. In regards to Islam, Rev. Dr. 
Durie taught that while Abraham (Ibrahim) is prominently alluded to in the Quran, such 
references appear to strongly correlate to popular Jewish oral traditions of the seventh 
century, hinting that Islamic claims of an Abrahamic legacy are not credible. 

Durie argued that, in accordance with Islamic proselytism, or da’wah, the popularisation of 
inappropriate terminology is a strategic move, through which Islam can eventually claim 
purity in its Abrahamic roots, and subsequently appear to make Christianity and Judaism 
no longer the ‘true religion’.

More free information including audio recordings and power point presentations of 
Andrew, Julie and Mark’s presentations of the seminar are available on our website: 
www.c4israel.com.au/events 

Matthew Thorn

Symposium Update
2 June 2014Israel, Islam and the Church

Photo: Andrew Tucker, Julie Blinco and Mark Durie, conference speakers at this years Symposium.

Understanding the PLO’s 
origins and objectives reveals 
that the confl ict is not about 
land, but about the right of 
the Jewish people to exist as 
an independent nation

It’s said that Jerusalem is the ‘Holy City’ 
while Tel Aviv is the ‘Unholy City’.  
Jerusalem is the ‘City That Prays’ while Tel Aviv is the ‘City 
That Plays’ and this pretty much sums up their differences. 

Jerusalem is the Capital of Israel but all foreign embassies 
are situated in Tel Aviv which is insulting to Israelis 
because the rest of the world seems to think it has the right 
to legitimise or de-legitimise Israel’s capital and no other 
nation is treated with such disrespect. 

On our fi rst day in Jaffa we took in the view of the city from 
the headland; this city is absolutely stunning and the long 
stretch of beach front is pristine. From a Biblical point of view 
this city is signifi cant in both the Old and New Covenants. 

Joppa was the place Jonah the prophet booked passage on a 
ship that was heading to Tarshish when he fl ed from the call 
of God to go to Nineveh. Joppa was the place Peter had his 
vision of the sheet that was fi lled with all manner of unclean 
animals that made him realise he, a Jew, was now permitted 
to take the Gospel to the Gentiles and proceeded to travel to 
Caesarea to speak to Cornelius the Roman centurion. 

It’s also the city where a lady by the name of Tabitha, 
also known as Dorcas lived and her story is recorded in 
Acts 9. Dorcas was a woman who was a real servant of 

others, she dedicated her life to serve others and meet their 
needs, particularly orphans and widows and her service 
was incredibly practical; she clothed them with beautiful 
garments she made herself. 

She got sick and died and her loss in the community was 
huge, and some of the believers sent for Peter after she had 
been prepared for burial and laid out as was the custom and 
everyone was in deep grief when he arrived. He put them all 
out of the room and knelt beside the bed and prayed ‘Tabitha 
arise’ and miraculously she did. Of course everyone there 
was amazed, overwhelmed and understandably excited. The 
news of the miracle spread rapidly throughout the city; many 
people believed in Yeshua and Peter stayed quite some time 
in Joppa ministering. 

How many times have we read that story and just 
read the words on the page and never stopped to 
think about what such a thing means? 
We were sitting in the very city where this miracle took 
place; where the church blossomed and grew so rapidly 
because Peter did what His Rabbi (Yeshua) told him to do.

Our tour in Israel was called ‘Walking In The Dust Of Our 
Rabbi’ because we want to learn what it means to be disciples 
from a Hebrew perspective and Peter was an incredible 
example of what that meant. He spent several years watching 
Yeshua, listening to Yeshua, asking questions of Yeshua, 
imitating Yeshua and then obeying Yeshua after He told him 
to go into all the world and make disciples of all nations. 

Peter was a bit rough around the edges when Yeshua chose 
him, but more and more, he became like his Rabbi and that 
is our goal too. 

After fl eeing Israel from a ship leaving Joppa, Jonah, the 
reluctant prophet, ended up being thrown overboard and 
swallowed by a very large fi sh which swum around in the 
Mediterranean Sea for three days. After which Jonah was 
vomited up on the beach at Joppa, or somewhere along the 

shore front of what is today known as Tel Aviv.

Jonah wound up in the same place he started and after his 
three day ordeal in the fi sh, had to travel for a couple of weeks 
until he fi nally arrived at Nineveh (the ancient capital city of 
Assyria, situated in what is Iraq today) where he delivered his 
message of imminent judgement unless the city repented. 

Why didn’t he want to preach his message? Was he a 
loveless, whinging, compassionless creature with no care for 
the fate of wicked Gentiles? Well, there might be an element 
of truth in that but Jonah was a prophet and it’s very possible 
that he knew what the Assyrians would eventually do to his 
own people; it’s also very possible that being a prophet he 
didn’t want to prophesy that something would happen and 
then have it not happen because that would make him look 
like a false prophet. 

Context always provides deeper understanding to Biblical 
accounts that can otherwise be very easy to miss.   

It’s hard to explain what it’s like to stand in Israel and have 
the stories we’ve heard so many times before take on a 
3D living colour context. When people say going to Israel 
means you’ll never read your Bible the same way again —
come and fi nd out for yourself on our next tour.  

Shalom uvracha v emet (Peace, Blessing and truth)
Mandy Worby

Photo: St Peters Church, Jaffa

Photo: Mandy Worby at Caserea Maritima

Lessons learned while on tour ‘Walking in the Dust of our Rabbi’



3June 2014 Comforting God’s People

Deepen your faith this year... Worship the Lord 
in the land He trod... Bless the people and be 
blessed... now is your time to walk thru the Bible!

• Return economy fl ights 
• Superior accommodation
• All buff et breakfasts & dinners 
• All entry fees
• Cable car ride to Masada 
• David Citadel Light Show 
• St Peters fi sh lunch
• Caesarea Maratima
• Jaff a on the Mediterranean

• Picnic Lunch near Gideon Springs
• Float in the Dead Sea
• Pray over Jerusalem from the 

Mount of Olives
• Experience Nazareth Village & Garden Tomb
• Explore Western Wall Tunnels, Jerusalem 
• Expert Messianic tour guides 
• Air-conditioned coach travel 
• Unique itinerary includes Shilo in Samaria 

plus Australian memorial at Mt Scopus, 
plus much MUCH more!!!

Contact Olive Tree Travel for availability & details. 
1300 550 830  |  info@olivetreetravel.com.au

Phone foryour FREEinfo packwith itinerary and details.1300 550 830

$6499pp
*

14 – 28 Oct / 4 Nov 2014

Cruise the Lake of 
Galilee where Jesus 
performed many 

miracles.

“Walk the ancient streets 
of Laodicea at sunset!”

*Price subject to change and is dependant upon a minimum of 20 
paying persons. Does not include airport taxes. Conditions apply.

Optional 8 Day Turkey extension: 
$2990pp+: Visit 7 Churches of Revelation, Gallipoli, Anzac 
Cove & Istanbul. Enjoy the Hot Springs of Pamukkale. Fully 
guided in air-conditioned coaches and superior accommodation 
+Minimum of 10 paying persons.

11 Day Tour Includes:

Secure your p lace today! 
Seats still available

Experience baptism
 in the Jordan River!

W
or

sh

ip the Risen Lord i n Israel

Everything taken care of for you!

Isaiah 62 Deluxe Tour
His land, His people

Ethiopian Jew is quite an extraordinary one for western ears.

The Jewish Agency of Israel says the following regarding the history of the Ethiopian 
Jewish Community: 

‘For more than 2000 years, Ethiopian Jewry, called Falashas or outsiders by 
their neighbors, maintained their Jewish beliefs and practices in the remote hills 
of Gondar, away from the regulation of ruling dynasties and dominant religions. 
With the rising popularity of Christianity in the fourth century, Ethiopian Jews fi rst 
fl ed to the mountainous Gondar region in order to escape persecution and forced 
conversion. In the 10th century, Queen Judith overthrew the Axum dynasty and 
uprooted Christianity’s hold on the country, ushering in approximately 350 years 
of peace between Ethiopia’s Jewish, Christian and Muslim citizens. Yet, the Axum 
dynasty returned to the throne once again in 1270 and set off 400 years of tribal war 
and bloodshed between the religious factions. In 1624, Jewish forces were defeated 
by Portuguese-backed Ethiopians and a long period of oppression began as Jewish 
captives were sold into slavery or forcibly baptized. Their lands were confi scated their 
writings and religious books were burned, and the practice of any form of Jewish 
religion was forbidden in Ethiopia.

Over the next couple of hundred years, despite some encounters with 
explorers and missionaries, Ethiopia’s Jewish community remained 
fairly isolated. In 1908, the chief rabbis of 45 countries collectively 
declared their social recognition according to Jewish law (Halacha) 
of Ethiopian Jewry, due to the work of Professor Jaques Faitlovitch 
who travelled to Gondar in 1904 and stayed with the local 
population for 18 months, observing their customs.’

The story of Operation Moses, Solomon and Dove’s Wings are well 
documented here bit.ly/jewish-virtual-library. What we came to 
understand was the immensity of the journey that these people had made.

As we sat in a meeting hall, we were shown what looked like a stick and asked what we 
thought it might be. Apart from the obvious, that being a stick, neither of us could guess 
what it might be. In fact it was a toothbrush. The illustration was to show us that with just 
about everything you could think of, there was almost no link between the world these 
people had come from and the world they had moved to. With no language, a transition 
from limited and simple choices to a plethora of choices in foods, household items, sights 
and sounds and modern inventions such as traffi c lights, lifts and phones that we all take 
for granted, the transition must have been daunting.

This is where the absorption centre swings into action, educating parents and children in 
many things, for example, that a brightly coloured bottle contained bleach, represented 
a risk and what seemed like a  wholesome food in a fl ashy packet with the invitation to 
partake written all over it was actually what we would call a ‘sometime’ food and not 
a staple. Then there is the range of product choice and positioning, all of which we are 
quite used to dealing with. Later as Lorraine and I walked through a local grocery store, 
with everything written in Hebrew, while we could recognise from pictures or brands some 
products, it became immediately apparent how daunting such a shopping adventure would 

be for someone who had not been exposed to such an environment 
before and in fact comes from a culture 1000 years behind where Israel 
currently is.

There are Hebrew classes for all and children are fast tracked in 
education to the level of similarly aged students, allowing them to 
transition into the standard schooling system. There are many other 
complex issues to deal with, especially for adults. Examples include the 
way families operate in Israeli society, a sense of time - relating to being 
on time for school and work as well as the normal health issues that we 
all face.

There are many bright and encouraging aspects to the whole process. 
It was not lost on us that Israel displays the nature and character of it’s society in that it 
seeks to make full citizens of these immigrants from Africa. This is in stark contrast to the 
objectionable treatment of Africans by other nations over the centuries. The absorption 
centre is a loving and nurturing place that keeps families together, builds links from the 
past to the future and protects sense of identity and self respect in each individual.

Of particular delight were the children that we met in a day care centre. Every bit as bright 
and switched on to the modern world as you can imagine. In seconds a couple of the little 
ones had, through watching me using my SLR camera, fi gured out how to switch to review 
mode and see the pictures of themselves that I had just taken. In these children there is 
great hope for the future and much potential.

It was a pleasing set of circumstances that allowed us to see fi rst hand where Australian 
supporters funds - specifi cally given for the support the Ethiopian Jews -  had been directed 
and to be able to report back our impressions of an investment in people well made.

Barukh Tihyeh (Be Blessed)
Eric Belcher

Photo: Eric and Lorraine Belcher at the Mevasseret Zion Absorption Centre  in Israel

Continued on from Page 1

The absorption 
centre is a loving 
& nurturing place 
that keeps families 

together.
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Australia’s best warriors fought in North 
Africa to push back the dark forces of Nazi 
Fascism. 70+ years ago, the ANZACs (Australian New 
Zealand Army Corps) played a central role in the strategic 
Battle of El Alamein. After 3 long years of successive Allied 
defeats it looked inevitable that Hitler would break through 
the last defendable lines, seize Jerusalem and complete his 
‘fi nal solution’ to eliminate the Jews. Little known to many, 
prayer warriors Derek Prince and Rees Howells were also 
in action. They understood the spiritual nature of this battle, 
and the fi ght they were waging, was not against fl esh and 
blood but against powers and principalities. Derek Prince 
was actually there as a medical orderly and Rees Howells 
roused his bible college in Wales to fervent persistent 
prayer. Both later recounted their roles in their respective 
books Shaping History Through Prayer and Fasting and 
Rees Howells Intercessor. The Battle of El Alamein was a 
turning point, it being the fi rst Allied victory of the Second 
World War. Prayer can change history. 

In September – October 2013 I led a team of 44 people 
on a strategic prayer journey to Jerusalem and the 
nation of Israel to complete the fi nal leg of what was called 
the, ‘Un-Lock North Africa’ mandate, that was about 
establishing a highway in prayer for healing, reconciliation 
and kingdom breakthrough, from Gibraltar to Jerusalem.  It 
was seeing the Middle East through fresh eyes in a desire to 
engage in prayer for the peace envisioned by the 
prophet Isaiah.

“In that day there will be a highway from Egypt 
to Assyria. The Assyrians will go to Egypt and the 
Egyptians to Assyria. The Egyptians and Assyrians will 
worship together. In that day Israel will be the third, 
along with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing on the earth. 
The LORD Almighty will bless them, saying, “Blessed 
be Egypt my people, Assyria my handiwork, and Israel 
my inheritance.” - Isaiah 19:23-25 (NIV)

However let me begin at the beginning of this incredible 
story and then you will grasp the uniqueness of this 
kingdom campaign. 

While leading a strategic prayer journey in Spain in 
2004, I was led by the Holy Spirit to make a detour to 
Gibraltar. Looking out across the Strait one evening I saw 
lights twinkling in the distance. I said to myself, ‘that must 
be Morocco.’ Immediately the Lord spoke to me these 
words, “You’ll go there one day.” With that prompt in mind 
I took a team on an exploratory mission exposure tour in 
2005 after completing a prayer journey in Rome.

Within hours of landing, as I was travelling along the 
highway to the ancient Moroccan city of Fes, out of 
nowhere, God gave me the scripture, Isaiah 62:10, along 
with the following statement, I want you to return and, 
“unlock the ancient doors and re-build the highway of 
righteousness from Gibraltar to Jerusalem.” Along with the 
above God gave two other key words. One was to do with 
our Australian identifi cation with the land and its people 

through both World Wars – we came alongside to liberate, 
and the other was, as we had never been a colonizing power 
in the region, the enemy could not use this as a means 
to subvert His cause through us and that we would be 
welcomed into every nation we visited. As they say, the rest 
is history, experiencing fi rsthand God’s favour as we visited 
each nation across this vast region. 

In my 20+ years involvement with strategic intercession 
globally, God has confi rmed to us in the natural what He is 
seeking to do in the spiritual. This is not unusual nor is it 
inconsistent with scriptures like Romans 1:20... 

“Where since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities, his eternal power and divine nature have been 
clearly seen. Being understood from what has been 
made...” (NIV). 

In 2008 God confi rmed His word through a headline and an 
article in a national construction magazine that read, ‘The 
World’s Largest Highway Project...’ Guess where? It was 
being built across North Africa (commenced in 2007), with 
a feasibility study underway on a tunnel under the Straits of 
Gibraltar connecting Europe to the African continent.  This 
gave us the sign in the earth realm that things had defi nitely 
entered a new phase in the heavenlies across North Africa 
and the Middle East.

This was the genesis of the Un-Lock North Africa strategic 
prayer campaign that has now seen Australian teams (with 
one or two people from NZ, USA and UK) visit all fi ve 
nations of North Africa, including three Mediterranean 
Gateway nations. From 2007 to 2013 we have prayed our 
way through Morocco, Gibraltar, Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, 
Malta, Istanbul and Algeria, meeting our brothers and sisters 
in Christ along the way. God specifi cally revealed to us to 
include in our assignment the three spiritual gateways that 
exist across the Mediterranean region. They are Gibraltar in 
the West (Western Gate), Malta in the central Mediterranean 

(Central or Northern Gate) and Istanbul – Turkey in the East 
(Eastern Gate). 

Many were surprised in 2011 when tiny Tunisia ignited a 
desire among Arab youth for justice and good government. 
As the fi res of protest took hold, strongmen dictators 
have been cast down. In 2009 the Lord spoke to the team 
declaring that, “Tunisia would be the thin-end of the 
wedge,” that this tiny nation would open up North Africa. 
Words of a similar nature relating to places like Egypt and 
Libya were also given as we travelled to these nations. 
Those who are able to read the signs of the times, need to 
look beyond the media headlines and ask God what He 
is doing, especially in the region on North Africa and the 
Middle East.

One of the fi rst things I did in preparation for our campaign 
was to form a Strategic Research Unit (SRU). This small 
and dedicated research unit has become key to building 
explicit national profi ling on our target nation by gathering 
information around areas such as; demographics, culture, 
religion, history – both ancient and modern, along 
with specifi c spiritual revelation. From this collective 
information we seek to develop our ‘meta-narrative’ on a 
nation. This enables our prayer teams on the ground to be 
guided by the best intelligence we can offer.

Those of us who are interceding for, and working with 
the people of this region, need to keep our focus fi rmly on 
God and His love for the people who live in these nations. 
He loves them with a passion and wants only the best for 
them and their future. So, whichever way the affairs of 
men take North Africa and the Middle East in general, it is 
certain that increasing spiritual hunger will be running neck 
and neck with the spreading emotion, rage and demands 
for political freedom and change. Therefore, however the 
‘ancient doors’ swing open, the Church of Jesus Christ must 
to be ready to ‘seize the day’ and walk through them. 

In the next article (See the August 2014 Edition) on the 
Isaiah Highway, we will look more closely at Isaiah’s 
prophetic word in chapter 19:23-25 concerning a ‘righteous 
worshipping highway’, one that God seeks to build between 
the families of Isaac, Ishmael and the sons of Keturah.

Ps Ben F. Gray
Apostolic Leader & Founder: 
CHI-Ministries | Speaker 
Author | Consultant  |  Publisher

www.chiministries.com
Apostolic Oversight & Founder: 
Australian Prayer Network 

www.ausprayernet.org.au

Gibraltar to Jerusalem Prayer Journey 
and the Isaiah Highway (Part 1)

I was led by the Holy Spirit to 
make a detour to Gibraltar. 

Looking out across the Strait 
one evening I saw lights 

twinkling in the distance. I 
said to myself, ‘that must be 
Morocco.’ Immediately the 

Lord spoke to me these words, 
“You’ll go there one day.”

Photo Collage: Ben Gray and his team of prayer warriors interceding for Syria from the Golan Heights in Northern Israel during his prayer Journey from Gibraltar to Jerusalem.
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Ethiopia: In the Footsteps of Philip
By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International

In Acts  8:26-
40 we read how 
the Lord told 
Philip to go south 
to the road – the 
desert road – that 
goes down from 
Jerusalem to 
Gaza: to meet 
with a man from 
Ethiopia, an 
important official 
in charge of all 
the treasury of 

Candace, Queen of the Ethiopians. Philip 
joins the chariot of this Ethiopian Jew, and 
while driving explains to him at his request 
what chapter 53 in the precious scroll of the 
prophet Isaiah means. The scroll that this 
man from Ethiopia probably had bought in 
Jerusalem, where he had been to worship. 
After Philip’s explanation and having told 
him the good news about Jesus, this eunuch 
continues his way rejoicing, back to 
Ethiopia!

In 1 Kings 10 we read about the visit of 
the Queen of Sheba to King Salomon of 
Israel. Although it is not quite clear where 
she came from, some say from a south-west 
region in Arabia, others that she was the 
only female Pharaoh that ever ruled in in 
Upper and Lower Egypt but the tradition in 
Ethiopia says that she came from their 
country. And upon returning some Jewish 
people started to live there too: the 
Ethiopian Jews that recently have been 
returning to Israel after over 2500 years. 
The treasurer of Queen Candace that went 
to worship in Jerusalem and met with Philip 
on his way back to Ethiopia was probably 
one of them.
 ___________________________________
So there are some deep Biblical roots 
between Ethiopia and Israel.___________________________________

And suddenly today the door was 
opened for Christians for Israel to come to 
Addis Ababa – Ethiopia, 31 March 2014 - 
04 April 2014. Drake Kanaabo, our East-
African director in Kampala-Uganda and 
also an evangelist is many countries in 
Africa and all over the world (today his 
campaigns went into already 54 nations 
worldwide, preaching the Gospel of the 
Kingdom to the Gentiles) invited me to join 

him on a three-day campaign in a remote 
rural area in Ethiopia - and bring them the 
Biblical message about Israel! 

And the Lord confirmed the message by 
‘signs and wonders’. I saw how the Lord 
healed a 17-year old young woman who 
had been deaf and dumb all her life: 
suddenly her ears were opened and she 
learned on the spot to say: “Amen!” And a 
4-year old girl with deformed legs was 
instantly healed: the shape of the legs 
suddenly became normal, and right there 
her mother taught her the first steps to walk. 
No need to say the mothers were overjoyed!

Some 4 - 5 years ago I was allowed to 
do the same thing in Kampala - Uganda, 
where Drake had invited over 100 pastors 
for a whole day of teaching - and that led 
by the grace of God to the starting of the 
work of Christians for Israel in Uganda and 
from there into many other countries in 
East-Africa. 
___________________________________
In two days 100 - 150 pastors showed up 
in Addis Ababa at our invitation to listen 
to the Biblical teachings about Israel. ___________________________________

They were totally surprised and 
immensely grateful and enthusiastic to hear 
about God’s everlasting Covenants with 
Israel and the fulfilment of Biblical 
prophecies now that the Jews are returning 
home, back to the Promised Land - as a 
sure sign of the Coming of the Lord, the 
Messiah of Israel, and of His Kingdom. 
And Drake told them about the 
practicalities of today’s existence of the 
State of Israel, and about the possibilities of 
visiting the land of Israel and see the 
modern miracle with their own eyes!

The pastor of the Church where the 
meeting was held was immediately ready 
and willing when asked by Drake, to 
become the chairman of a working 
committee to start the work of Christians 
for Israel in Ethiopia. Right before I left to 
fly from Addis Ababa through Tel Aviv to 
Amsterdam, the first meeting of the 
committee took place. 
___________________________________
So please pray for Chairman Pastor 
Eliyas, Secretary Kenani Tesma,  
Treasurer Banchi Bekele and members 
Debela Bayisa and Amente Hunde!___________________________________

The present situation in the Ukraine has 
not altered our message to the churches. We 
address the very important subject of 
Israel’s role in the return of Jesus Christ.

In addition, we emphasize the Biblical 
prophetic perspective on Israel, preaching 
the gospel worldwide. Having a personal 
relationship with God should not be our 
only motivation; it is also important to do 
God’s will on earth. In that way, we 
faithfully prepare ourselves to meet the 
Lord. This message is hugely important for 
both the church and believers. In good 
times and in crises.

We are Witnesses of the 
Fulfilment of God’s 
Prophecies

But I do have one more pressing 
message that is both distinct and practical: 
we, Christians, have a responsibility 
towards the Jewish people in these times.    
I call it ‘the continuity of the generations’, 
as written in Hebrews 11 verses 39 - 40: 
“These were all commended for their faith, 
yet none of them received what had been 
promised, since God had planned 
something better for us so that only together 
with us would they be made perfect.”

The prophets prophesied, but never saw 
its fulfilment. However, God in His grace 
and mercy, allows us to live in these last 
days that Jeremiah, Isaiah and Ezekiel 
prophesied about many centuries ago. We 
witness the return of the Jewish people to 
their land, Israel, from the Northern and 
other countries; we are witnesses of the 
restoration of the modern state of Israel, 
prior to the return of Jesus Christ.

Preparing for His Coming
When God returns, He will not ask how 

I voted when the modern state of Israel was 
established by the UN in November 1947, 
for I was not present. Neither will He ask if 
I sheltered Jews during the Second World 
War. But, He will ask what I’ve done for 
His people in my time, in our time and in, 
specifically, this time. Presently, the 
prophecies are being fulfilled in my 
country, the Ukraine, in front of our eyes.

So, the prophets prophesied, but never 
saw it. And yet, we are allowed to see it all! 
God not only allows us to enjoy what we 
see, but He also allows us to be partakers in 
the fulfilment of these prophecies, and be a 
member of His team. He challenges us, as 
He challenged Ezekiel in chapter 37: 
prophecy over the dead bones. Pray! Do! 
Give! Assist, in which ever way, so that 
they can return to the land and the body be 
repaired. Pray for the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit over them. In that way we can 
contribute to the coming of the King. This 
is our responsibility in these times!

Preparing for a New Season
God, thinking of us, had something 

better in mind; not only seeing the future, 
but making it reality too. It was the same 
when Jesus walked on earth: many eyes 
saw Him walking down their streets, but 
not everyone recognized Him. Most 
thought of Him as only a carpenter. But He 
was the promised Messiah.

When I consider the return of the Jewish 
people from the Ukraine in the past twenty 
years, I can feel that we are entering a new 
season. Jeremiah 16 verses 14-16 comes to 
my mind. The ‘good season’ of ‘fishing’ 
was brought to a halt by the current events 
in the Ukrainian Crimea and the rest of my 
country. We, as a Christian Aliyah 
organization, as Church and as Jews in the 
diaspora in the Ukraine, are entering a new 
season: the time of active and practical 
preparation for the season of the ‘hunters’. 
The mass exodus from the Ukraine, the 
former Soviet Union and other troublesome 
countries, could very well be in the near 
future.

What Are We Doing for His People in These Times?
By Dimitriy Mishkur, Christians for Israel, Ukraine 



___________________________________
Christians for Israel International 
organized its second Bi-annual Asian 
Teaching & Training Conference in 
Cebu, Philippines on 8 and 9 May 2014___________________________________ 

Fifty-three Christian leaders from 
Philippines, Taiwan, Singapore, Korea, 
India, Indonesia, Myanmar, Malaysia, 
Australia, Germany and Netherlands 
gathered at Hotel Bellavista in Cebu, the 
second-largest city in Philippines, for two 
intensive days of teaching, fellowship and 
prayer. 

Expanding the Christians for 
Israel network in Asia 

Christians for Israel has been 
ministering in Asia for over ten years. Our 
mission is to raise understanding in the 
churches in Asia about God’s faithfulness 
towards Israel and the Jewish people, and to 
encourage Christians to support the . 
Christians for Israel now has official 
representatives and national affiliates in 
Malaysia, Singapore, Thailand, Indonesia, 
South Korea, Philippines and India. In 
addition, a number of visits were made in 

2013-4 and are being planned in China, Sri 
Lanka, Pakistan, Myanmar, Vietnam, East 
Timor and Japan.  

Asia is one of six world regions in 
which Christians for Israel is active.       
The other regions are: Europe, Americas,  
Central/West Africa, East/Southern Africa, 
and Australasia/Pacific. 

Following the conference, a number of 
the key national leaders met for a day of 
prayer and strategic planning. In subsequent 
days, Willem Glashouwer Andrew Tucker 
and Rev. Aristarkus Joel Tarigan visited 

many churches in the Cebu province, 
reaching hundreds of young people with the 
message of God’s love and faithfulness. 

Exciting New Teaching 
Resource for the Churches 

At the outset of the conference, Wilson 
Ng (CEO Atikiara Corporation, Malaysia, 
and Regional Coordinator - Asia, Christians 
for Israel) introduced the new Why Israel? 
Teaching Series - a 10-module package 
containing a book, DVD teachings and 
Study Guide. In this series Rev. Willem J.J. 
Glashouwer systematically explains the 
relationship between Israel, the church and 
the nations. This resource is intended for 
personal and group study, and will be 
launched in several languages worldwide in 
the coming months.  

Expounding the Word of God 
in the Context of World 
Events  

In a series of inspiring seminars, Rev. 
Willem Glashouwer (President, Christians 
for Israel International) taught 
systematically from the Bible about God’s 

love for Israel, the seven eternal and 
unconditional covenants with Israel referred 
to in the Hebrew scriptures, and God’s 
promises concerning the restoration of 
Israel and the coming of Messiah. These 
covenants with Israel form the basis of 
God’s plan of salvation and redemption for 
the whole world. Rev. Glashouwer also 
spoke of the blindness and deafness of 
Israel, that – as the Apostle Paul taught us 
(Romans 11) - was imparted by God in 
order that the Gentiles could be brought 
into God’s Kingdom, and will be removed 

when the “fullness of the 
Gentiles” has come in. 

According to 

Glashouwer, the church’s 

adoption of 

“replacement” or 

“supercessionist” 

theologies over the 

centuries has led directly 

to the persecution and 

killing of Jews. A deep 

guilt lies on the church – 

to quote the author 

Michael Brown, “our 

hands are stained with 

blood”. “The main reason 

for this has been faulty 

thinking about the 

Kingdom of God”, 

explained Glashouwer. A 

number of early church 

fathers, under the 

influence of Greek 

(Hellenistic) thinking, 

rejected the teaching of 

the Hebrew prophets that God would 

establish His kingdom of peace and 

righteousness on earth, and replaced it with 

a notion that the Kingdom is in heaven, 

separate from the earth. According to 

Glashouwer, this misrepresents the teaching 

of Jesus and the Apostles, who fully 

embraced the idea elaborated throughout 

the Old Testament that God would one day 

“restore the Kingdom to Israel” (see eg. 

Acts 1). The gathering of the Gentile church 

was not intended to replace Israel, explains 

Glashouwer, but to expand and complete 

God’s great work of redemption of the 

world in which Israel remains central.    
Harald Eckert (Chairman, Christians 

for Israel International) laid the Biblical 
foundations for a correct understanding of 
the relationship between Israel, the body of 
Christ and the nations, and God’s purposes 
of judgment and grace concerning the 
nations. Israel was called “out of the 
nations” in order to be a blessing to the 
nations. It is God’s desire and purpose to 
bless nations of the earth – but only if they 
accept God’s established order of things. 
The election and calling of Israel is not 
intended to benefit Israel, but as God’s 
means to ensure that all peoples will learn 
to do the will of God on earth. “The nations 
will know that I, the Lord, sanctify Israel, 
when my sanctuary is in their midst for 
evermore” (Ezekiel 37:28).    

Referring 
specifically to the 
relationship 
between Germany 
and Israel, Eckert 
described the work 
of intercession, 
repentance, 
reconciliation and 
redemption in 
Germany in recent 
decades. Eckert 
emphasized that 
Christians are 
called to be priests 
and prophets, and 
central to this is our 
own relationship 
with the Jewish 
people, and the 
attitude of our 
nations towards 
Israel and the 
Jewish people. In 
recent years, many 
Christians in 
Germany have 
sought to intercede 
and achieve 
reconciliation by 
commemorating the 
70th anniversary of 
key events in the 
Second World War, 

commencing with the 70th anniversary of 
the infamous Wannsee Conference (1942) 
on 20th January 2012. In this line, 
Christians for Israel has partnered with 
Ebenezer (Operation Exodus) and European 
Coalition for Israel (ECI) to launch the 
Global Prayer Call - a worldwide 100-day 
period in 2015 of prayer and fasting for our 
nations in respect of their relationship with 
Israel. 

Andrew Tucker (Executive Director, 
Christians for Israel International) explored 
the historical and legal background to the 
establishment of the modern state of Israel 
in 1948. Factual misconceptions and 
misrepresentations of historical facts have 
negatively influenced the way Christians 
look at Israel and the Jewish people. 
Contrary to popular belief, the Jewish 
people are no strangers in the Middle East. 
In the millennium before Christ, the Jewish 
people established and developed most of 
the towns and cities that are now so 
significant (eg. Jerusalem, Hebron, 
Bethlehem, Haifa). The Jewish people are 
the only nation that has ever had a kingdom 
with Jerusalem as its capital. In the two 
millennia since the destruction of the 
second temple and the dispersion of the 
Jews into the diaspora (70-135 AD), the 
Jews have been a significant minority group 
throughout the Middle East, and have 
always maintained a presence in the land of 
“Palestine”. The immigration of Jews in 
significant numbers in the 19th century was 
a natural return to a land with which they 
had a deep historical, religious, spiritual, 
and cultural connection. The non-Jewish 
residents of “Palestine”, on the contrary, 
constituted a mixture of many different 
ethnic and religious groups, many of which 
had only a superficial connection with the 
land. All of this was recognized in the 
decisions of the Allied Powers at San Remo 
in 1920 (ultimately resulting in the modern 
states of Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Lebanon) 
and the Mandate for Palestine, 
acknowledging the right of the Jewish 
people to establish their national homeland 
in Palestine, and laying the legal foundation 
of the establishment of the State of Israel in 
1948. 
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Harald Eckert and Willem Glashouwer with a 
representative from Philippines

Harald Eckert
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 Tucker then examined some key 
developments since 1948, in which Israel 
has increasingly become isolated on the 
world stage. 

Two main factors have been influential 
– the rise of Islam worldwide, and 
liberal/secular thinking in the west. The 
establishment by the Arab nations of the 
Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) in 
1964, and its continued recognition as the 
“sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people”, demonstrates the 
ongoing refusal of the Arab world to 
acknowledge the right of the Jewish people 
to exist as a nation. 

Following Israel’s success in the Six 
Day (1967) and Yom Kippur (1973) wars, 
the nations of Europe effectively entered 
into an alliance with the Arab world, now 
popularly known as “Eurabia”, in which the 
creation of an Arab state of Palestine has 
been the key strategic goal. Together with 
many Non-Aligned nations, the members of 

the Organization of 
Islamic Conference 
(OIC – established 
in 1974) have been 
able to dominate 
voting patterns in 
the UN General 
Assembly. Ignoring 
pre-1948 historical 
realities and legal 
commitments, 
many mainstream 
churches and 
NGO’s have 
pressured 
governments to 
deny the 
connection of the 
Jewish people with 
Jerusalem and the 
“West Bank” 
territories, and 
undermine the 
legitimacy of the 
state of Israel. 
International law is 
being used as a 
weapon in this 
debate.      

Concluding the 
conference, 

Conrado Lumahan (National leader, 
Christians for Israel Philippines) 
summarized the reasons why Christians 
should support Israel and the Jewish people. 
These include the fact that Jesus is a Jew, 
all of God’s promises to and covenants with 
the Jewish people are “irrevocable”, and 
that Gentile believers in Jesus are “grafted 
in” to God’s relationship with the Jewish 
people.  

Testimonies
“The teachings at this conference have 

opened my eyes to God’s great plan with 

this world. I believe it is harvest time for 

the church in Indonesia. Many are coming 

to faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Of the 

population of 250 million, we estimate that 

about 30% are Christians. Over 100 of the 

560 members of Parliament are Christians. 

The Holy Spirit is doing a great work. 
The completion of the great harvest is 

closely connected with the restoration of 

Israel. I have visited Israel twice, but never 

really understood the significance of the 

Jewish people. I am so grateful to God that 

He has revealed these things. I feel more 

equipped to carry out my work as a pastor 

in Indonesia.”
Rev. Aristarkus Joel Tarigan, 

Jakarta, Indonesia

“This conference has changed my life.   
I am so happy that I was part of this. I want 
to introduce this teaching in my own 
country”. 

Rev. Dr. Suan Za Pau, Senior Pastor of 
Word of Hope Church and General 

Secretary of the General Council of the 
Assemblies of God of Myanmar (insert)  

“I have been attending these conference 
for a number of years, and every time I am 
amazed to learn new things. We seem to go 
deeper into God’s word. This conference 
has renewed my hope of Jesus’ coming, and 
it encourages me to be even more diligent 
in sharing this message with my fellow 
Christians.”

Paul Jung, Accountant, Christians for 
Israel representative in Korea, and 

representative of Korean Israel Bible 
Institute (KIBI) Australia.  

 “The teachings at this conference have 
changed my life. Every pastor in India 
needs to hear this teaching about the 
Kingdom of God. The church in India must 
understand God’s purposes and the times 

we are living in, in order to be ready for the 
coming of Jesus. I believe Christians for 
Israel has a special anointing to bring this 
message into the nations. I am excited to be 
a part of this movement.” 

Rev. Deeven Kumar, one of four 
Christian leaders attending the 

conference from India. Rev. Deenan is 
Senior Pastor of Rock Church in 

Hyderabad, India, and leader of Rock 
Church Ministries 

which has over 
1500 churches in 
India, four Bible 

colleges, New Life 
centres for 200 

leprosy patients, 
and orphanages 
caring for more 

than 5000 children 
throughout India. 

“I am so 
thankful to God for 
the systematic and 
deep teaching we 

have received. It has opened my mind, and 
stirred up my heart and soul, and I am 
determined to take this message into my 
churches.” 

Rev. Elpidio Taboclaon, 
District Superintendent of the 
Assembly of God, Philippines

 

“I have been pastoring and teaching for 
over 14 years, and have been to many 
conferences. But this conference was 
absolutely unique. It has completely 
changed my perspective about Israel and 
the kingdom of God. I want to ask 
forgiveness of God because I have had a 
wrong theology as far as Israel and the 
Jewish people is concerned. 

As a result of this conference, I now 
have a mandate and responsibility to teach 
the people of my nation about these 
matters. I have been seeking the Lord for 
His vision. As a teacher in a Bible school, I 
have a heart for the young people in my 
nation, and so I intend to introduce this 
teaching into our Bible School curriculum.” 

Rev. Evangelina M. Garcia, Minister of 
the Assembly of God, and Board Member 

of Luzon Bible College, Philippines (insert) 

“I am so encouraged by the testimonies 
I have heard at this conference. I believe it 
is essential to work closely with Israel and 
the Jewish people. 

It is not enough to know about Israel, 
we also need to connect with and support 
the Jewish people practically.”  

Trevor Fong, Director, 
Omega Tours and Travel, Singapore  

Wilson Ng (Christians for Israel Regional Coordinator - Asia) with 
Christians for Israel Philippines leader Conrado Lumahan and his wife, 
and Christians for Israel International Executive Director Andrew Tucker 

Leaders from Myanmar, Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines 

Christians for Israel Regional Conference in Philippines 
Part Two

Rev. Dr. Suan Za Pau

Rev. Dr. Suan Za Pau
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___________________________________
The Bible tells us the restoration of the 
Jewish people to their historic land of 
Palestine is to happen in progressive 
stages; one previous to the second coming 
of Christ; and the other following that 
great event. The first will be a partial 
restoration and the second will  be total 
by the  mighty hand of God. We have seen 
the first stage come to pass in the modern 
State of Israel. It is a great proof that 
God is faithful to all His promises and 
that the second will be fulfilled at the 
return of Christ. It should be a great sign 
of hope for all Christians.___________________________________

Today there are many well meaning 
Christians taking a stand against the lawful 
return of the Jews to their land. They either 
reject or explain away the covenant 
promises God has made for Israel. It is also 
true that some would rather choose fear of 
Israel's enemies than the fear of the Lord 
which is the beginning of wisdom. Since 
the end of the 1st World War, the Christian 
nations have hindered the Jewish return and 
divided the historic land of Israel by trading 
it for false peace. The unmistakable facts 
are that this is what a large part of the 
Church is doing today by means of 
boycotting their economy, calling Zionism 
racism, and propagating Replacement 
Theology.

I will explain my point of Christians 
against the Jewish return. The Balfour 
Declaration was a statement by the British 
government in November 1917 calling for a 
"national home for the Jewish people". In 
1920, the international peace negotiators 
incorporated the Balfour Declaration into 
the Treaty of Sevres and called for a 
Mandate in Palestine. Two years later the 
League of Nations instructed the British 
Mandate authorities to "facilitate" Jewish 
immigration and settlement of Palestine. At 
first many European and Arab leaders 

hoped the Jews would revive this small, 
impoverished and sparsely populated 
region. Then, in response to growing Arab 
pressure, Britain went against the Mandate 
and cut off three quarters of Palestine, 
granting it to the Hashemites and 
forbidding any Jewish settlement in what 
has become Jordan. Today the majority of 
Jordanians are Palestinian Arabs in what 
was supposed to be the so called Palestinian 
State. In 1923, Britain again violated the 
Mandate and gave the Golan Heights to the 
French Mandate which later became Syria. 
So we see the nations, including the 
Christian nations have hindered and divided 
the land that lawfully belongs to Israel as an 
everlasting covenant.

Then finally, after the country of the 
Reformation succeeded in killing six 
million Jews, the newborn State of Israel 
fulfilled the ancient prophecies. It took the 
terrible judgment of WWIl and the plight of 
European Jewry to push the British and the 
United Nations to go further with the 
Balfour Declaration. YES, God uses 
judgment to bring about His purposes! 
What had been a steady trickle of Jews 
returning to their historic God given land 
then became a flood. As opposition to the 
new wave of Jewish immigrants grew, once 
again Britain bowed to Arab pressure to 
restrict their immigration. Yet, in spite of 
British and Arab efforts to stop it, the Israeli 
State was established. By then, Islam was 
fully awakened with its determined goal of 
NO Jewish State ever being allowed on 
Moslem conquered land. The Arab nations 
immediately declared war and in spite of 
overwhelming odds Israel prevailed 
miraculously.

Now of course the British State did not 
exactly represent the Church and neither 
did the German Third Reich. But many 
people of both countries were sincere 
Christians who did not believe in the 
promises Almighty God had made with the 

Jewish people. Many had very anti-Semitic 
theological views and others misinterpreted 
the Bible to justify their siding with 
Moslem demands. The situation today is no 
different. Many Christians from all nations 
deny the Scriptures that God has made an 
everlasting covenant with the Jews alive 
today. They refuse to believe and in place 
of truth they accept the greatest lies against 
the Jewish people. This is the sad history of 
the Church repeated over and over again. lt 
is a corporate sin of the Church of which 
we must repent.

What is happening at this very moment? 
Out of fear of radical Islam and a 
misguided political correctness, our leaders 
would rather side with our sworn enemies 
and force Israel to divide Jerusalem for a 
false peace. This is ludicrous! It is clear 
from history that Islam will never be 
satisfied with any so called Two State 
Solution. True Islamic belief cannot allow 
any sovereignty over the smallest part of 
Israel unless it is held by the followers of 
Mohamed. The once Christian nations who 
side with lsrael's sworn enemies and deny 
the Jewish right of return to Jerusalem, 
Judea and Samaria will one day find they 
have been fighting against God's plan.

You may say,  “Ok, I believe the Bible, 
but what about treating the dispossessed 
Palestinians in a  fair way?” The real 
question is who has been dispossessed? 
Treating any of the people who may truly 
be dispossessed in today’s Israel in a fair 
way is another issue. If  you are talking 
about the rights of individual Arabs, that 
can be enforced in Israeli courts. If you are 
talking about Palestinians as a people and 
that they have a claim to territorial 
sovereignty that is a different thing all 
together which has no legitimate basis.

In 1948, at the start of the effort to 
destroy the new born State, the attacking 
nations told their Arab brothers in the land 
to flee their homes and that it would end 
quickly with the death of the Jews. We all 
know the outcome and today we see clearly 
how true Islamic believers will never settle 
for anything but the Crescent flag flying 
over ALL the land God gave Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob's descendants. Much of the 
predicament the Palestinian people find 
themselves in and especially the issue of 
refugees, is due to the fact that the Arab 
nations want it to be so as an effective 
political pawn to once again conquer all of 
Palestine.

Many Christians only hear the slanted 
news influenced by radical Islamists and a 
media that is biased against Israel. Their 
view and understanding of the truth is 
therefore slanted against Israel. Not so long 
ago Bethlehem’s population was close to 
90%Christian and today it is about 10%. 
This us due to militant Islam, not Israel. I 
have personally seen Christian homes in 
Bethlehem which have been destroyed by 
Israeli guns, all because of Islamic terrorists 
who purposely used their windows and 

front lawns to shoot at Jews in the valley 
below. I know the personal stories of 
Palestinian Christian doctors and workers 
brutally murdered by their neighbours 
because their work was converting some of 
them to follow Jesus. No, Bethlehem has 
been emptied of Christians by radical Islam 
and not by the Jews of Israel. The media 
very rarely tells the true story.

As Christian supporters of Israel, we do 
not have to approve of everything they do, 
but we should support all their God given 
Covenant promises and stand against all 
anti-Semitic and satanic attacks to destroy 
them. If we don't, we are following the 
footsteps of the Crusaders, Martin Luther 
and the many Christians in history who 
consented to their persecution or were 
silent, when they should have stood up for 
our elder brother.

Dear fellow Christian, the end of the 
Church Age is upon us, the hour is very late 
and only God could have brought to pass 
the rebirth of the Jewish State of Israel. The 
return of the Jews is the absolute proof that 
the last moments of time for the Gentiles 
are expiring. We are the generation seeing 
the Apostle Paul's prophetic words come to 
pass, "I would not, brethren, that you 
should be ignorant of this mystery, lest you 
should be wise in your own conceits; that 
blindness in part has happened to Israel, 
until the fulness of the Gentiles is come in." 
The LORD has brought them home to 
Israel, because His plan is to reveal Himself 
to them in the only land He gave them as an 
everlasting covenant. According to the 
Jewish prophet Zechariah, it will be in 
Jerusalem inhabited by the house of David, 
that the Almighty will remove their 
"blindness in part" and they will recognize 
Christ, whom we ALL pierced.

There are tremendous challenges and 
troubles ahead for Israel, but there are also 
great horrible judgments and tribulation 
coming on apostate Christendom for 
refusing to listen to her Apostles and 
Prophets. God has already pronounced woe 
to those who are found negating His 
promises for our Jewish brothers, "I will 
bless those that bless thee, and curse those 
who curse thee." The nations and people 
currently forcing Israel into a false peace 
are going to pay a heavy price.
___________________________________
As for me and my house, we are looking 
and praying for the next stage of the 
restoration of the Jews. The true and 
lasting Peace of Jerusalem will come 
soon in Christ's great promise; "Surely,  
I come quickly." Even so, come LORD 
Jesus!___________________________________

David Howard Sudlow represents a fifth 
generation Christian family who has 
supported God's covenant promises for the 
Jewish people and their Zionist aspirations. 
David Sudlow was director of Christians 
for Israel USA from 1995 - 2003. He and 
his wife Nita are the parents of ten children 
and live in the USA.

Christians Against the Jewish Return
By David Howard Sudlow



Top pop musicians and singers have 
defied calls by pro-Palestinian groups for a 
boycott and will be performing in Israel in 
one of the most star-studded summer 
concert schedules ever. Israel has finally 
established itself as a desirable destination 
on the concert tours of the world's most 
popular performers, including, over the 

past few years, Paul McCartney, Bob 
Dylan, Madonna, Elton John, Pink Floyd 
and the Red Hot Chili Peppers, among 
others.

The biggest win this season is one of 
the greatest bands of all time, Mick Jagger 
and the Rolling Stones, who will perform 
at Park HaYarkon in Tel Aviv. The Stones 

catapulted to stardom along with the 
Beatles in the 1960s, but this will be their 
first concert in Israel.

"This is a historic and very meaningful 
visit," said Israeli promoter Shuki Weiss. 
"In these days when we hear calls for 
boycotts from around the world, it's not 
taken for granted that a band of this 

magnitude will come to Israel."
The Stones are earning an Israeli 

record of $6 million for the concert and,  
of course, the fans are footing the bill. 

Tickets range from 695 to 2,850 
shekels ($200-$825), but despite the 
painful price, they quickly sold out.
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Two former employees of the Israeli 
plastics company Keter have come up with 
the idea of producing lightweight plastic 
wheelchairs. Already adept at 
manufacturing plastic chairs, these 
entrepreneurs simply transferred this 
technology to making a similar, lightweight 
wheelchair that allows disabled children in 
third world countries to get to school.

Pablo Kaplan was a Keter executive for 
over 30 years. Working with his partner 
Chava Rotshtein, Kaplan formed the non-

profit Wheelchairs of Hope in 2009. The 
company aims to provide their device to 
the estimated 5 million disabled children in 
third world countries who are unable to 
attend school because of their handicap.

The wheelchair is designed specifically 
for children weighing up to 25kg. The chair 
which itself weighs 10kg is expected to 
cost only $50. In comparison, metal 
wheelchairs that are currently being 
donated to developing countries cost at 
least $150 and weigh between 14-16kg.

The first prototype lightweight 
wheelchair was created in June of 2013 
using a 3D printer. This was after more 
than a year of refinements with input from 
the ALYN Rehabilitation Hospital for 
children in Jerusalem, among others. The 
chaIlenge to developers has been to create 
a chair that will appeal to the young and 
has a reasonable price; it also must be 
sturdy enough to run on any terrain and 
simple enough for a five-year-old to 
maneuver. 

Wheelchairs of Hope
Complied by Michael Selutin and Barry Rosenfeld, Courtesy of Israel Today

Hot Music for a Long Hot Summer
By Shlomo Mordechai, Courtesy of Israel Today

Neil Young, July 2014

Justin Timberlake, May 2014 Lady Gaga, September 2014 Katy Perry, Summer 2014

Rolling Stones, June 2014

Millions of Israelis stood still in solemn 
silence on Monday, 5 May 2014, as sirens 
wailed throughout the country for two full 
minutes to mark Memorial Day and to 
commemorate the 23,169 fallen soldiers 
and 2,495 terror victims who have fallen 
throughout the history of the State of Israel 
and the Zionist movement.

The sirens sounded at 11am, bringing 
the country’s bustling city centers and 
highways to a complete freeze. After the 
sirens, ceremonies commenced throughout 
the country, with some 1.5 million Israelis 
taking part in the memorial events.

The official state memorial ceremony 
was held at Mount Herzl in Jerusalem and 
was attended by Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu, President Shimon Peres, and 
IDF Chief of Staff Benny Gantz, as well as 
other representatives of the IDF and the 
government.

Netanyahu praised Israel’s defense 
forces, saying they were the only ones 
keeping the Jewish people from massacres 
that plagued the Jewish people in the past.

“The IDF and the security forces are the 
only thing that differentiates the slaughter 
of our people in the past from our current 
situation,” he said. “Israel is a strong 
country, a secure country that can defend 
itself against any threat and any harm.”

However, he noted the heavy price that 
came with the state being able to defend 
itself.

“On this day, with a heavy heart and 
with our heads held high, with a sense of 
deep pain and pride, we all salute the fallen 
soldiers of Israel, our brothers and sisters, 
the heroes,” Netanyahu said at the 
ceremony. “We hurt over the sorrow of the 
widows and the grief of the orphans and the 
grief of the siblings. No pain in the world 
compares to the pain of parents who are 
informed of the falling of their children.”

“I saw it up close when my parents were 
thrown into the dark pit of grief after the 
fall of my older brother,” the prime minister 
said, referring to his brother, Yoni, who was 
killed during a rescue operation to release 
hostages during Operation Entebbe in 1976.

“It is a deep pit with slippery walls. It 
was difficult to emerge from it and in a 
sense (my parents) never left it,” he 
continued. “But it is possible to deal with 
the pain; you can continue, you can 
reintegrate again with the flow of life, you 
can create and build and contribute and 
strengthen others. But you must not forget, 
always remember and be comforted by the 
fact that the fallen gave their lives to build 
our state and to safeguard it.”

According to the Families and 
Memorialization Branch of the Defense 
Ministry, preparedness at the 44 military 
cemeteries nationwide was increased due to 
the extreme heat. At 1pm, a separate 
commemoration for Israel’s terror victims 
began at Mount Herzl.

Memorial Day ended abruptly Monday 
evening with the start of celebrations 
marking Independence Day.

Israel came to a standstill Sunday 
evening at 8 pm for a minute-long 
memorial siren. The siren was followed by 
the lighting of a memorial flame to the 
fallen, at the Western Wall, the site of the 
official state commemoration ceremony.

Speaking at a ceremony in the southern 
town of Kiryat Gat, Foreign Minister 
Avigdor Liberman accused the Palestinians 
and their “sponsor,” Iran, of rebuffing 
Israel’s peace overtures

“Each generation of the Israeli 
government has made every possible effort” 
to make peace with its neighbors, Liberman 
insisted. “But when there is no readiness 
from the other side the matter becomes 
almost impossible.

“Our obligation, as a government, is 
first and foremost to take care of the 
security of the citizens of Israel,” he 
continued. “That obligation is absolute and 
there will be no compromise on the matter, 
even with the threats from the Palestinian 
side… To every threat and provocation 
from the Palestinians, or their sponsors - 
that is to say, Iran - we will know how to 
give a proper and painful response. Our 
hand is outstretched in peace, but we will 
cut off any hand that threatens us.”

IDF Only Thing Keeping Jews Safe From New Massacres
By Adiv Sterman, Writer for The Times of Israel

Benjamin Netanyahu 
laying a wreath at Mount Herzl
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Most of the Jews living in Ukraine are 
now filling out paperwork to prepare for 
emigration to Israel if necessary, Ukraine’s 
chief rabbi, Yaacov Dov Bleich, said on 
Sunday 30 March 2014 in a radio interview.

While he stopped short of calling for 
mass evacuation, Bleich said he is 
encouraged by those Ukrainian Jews who 

are making Aliyah, or emigrating to the 
Jewish state, to “take care of themselves.”

In an interview on Aaron Klein’s 
Sunday night radio show on New York’s 
970 AM The Answer, Bleich squarely 
blamed the violence ripping the country 
apart on Russia and its allies in Ukraine.

He stated, “All of the violence, and 
when I say all, I mean every single case of 
violence of Ukrainian against Ukrainian has 
been instigated and implemented by the 
pro-Russians - initiated, implemented, 
instigated.”

Regarding Ukraine’s Jewish community, 
which has been facing an increasingly 
hostile environment, Bleich stressed he is 
not calling for mass evacuation “and we 
aren’t telling people to run away because 
who knows what will happen, what will 
be.”

He continued: “We still are quite 
optimistic. However, at the same time, most 

of the Jews and whoever has a possibility is 
preparing documents so that if they want to 
make Aliyah there will be nothing to hold 
them up.”

Bleich told Klein that of Ukraine’s 
estimated 360,000 Jews, about 120,000 are 
elderly and would have difficulty moving to 
a new country.
___________________________________
“So it’s not so simple to just call for mass 
evacuation, because we don’t have right 
now the ability, the possibility, the funds 
or the manpower to evacuate elderly 
people and people who don’t have any 
way or any means to make Aliyah,” 
Bleich said. “However, for those that 
could and are, like I said, it’s a great 
thing. And they should make Aliyah. 
They should take care of themselves.”___________________________________

Earlier today, a group of nineteen 
Ukrainian Jews reportedly arrived in the 

Jewish state, with the Jewish Agency 
releasing statistics showing 2014 has so far 
evidenced a 142 percent increase in 
Ukrainian immigration to Israel compared 
to 2013.

Bleich addressed Friday’s deadly 
gunfights between pro and anti-Russian 
groups in the Ukrainian city of Odessa, 
telling Klein he has information the death 
toll has reached at least forty amid media 
reports of thirty one killed.

He said Friday’s clashes were “also 
instigated and initiated by the pro-Russians, 
who attacked a peaceful demonstration of 
Ukrainian unity as they have done dozens 
and dozens of times throughout eastern and 
southern Ukraine over the last two months. 
They were attacked by baseball bats, and 
what was added is that people were shot.”

Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich is the Chief 
Rabbi of Kiev and Ukraine.

Jews Preparing to Evacuate Ukraine
By Rabbi Yaakov Dov Bleich, Courtesy of WND Faith


