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9th July 2014

Dear Friends,

We are deeply shocked and saddened that the enemies of Israel and the Holy One are again attacking 
Israel with their rockets and other weapons.

We pray for the protection of the Almighty on His people, to ease the pain of the wounded, comfort 
those who mourn and strengthen the soldiers who have to fight.

We read in the book of Psalms, the songbook given to the people of Israel:

"Lord, how many are my foes! How many rise up against me!
Many are saying of me, "God will not deliver him."
But you, Lord, are a shield around me, my glory, the One who lifts my head high. 
I call out to the Lord, and He answers me from His holy mountain.
I lie down and sleep; I wake again, because the Lord sustains me.
I will not fear though tens of thousands assail me on every side.
Arise, Lord! Deliver me, my God! Strike all my enemies on the jaw; break the teeth of the wicked. 
From the Lord comes deliverance. May your blessing be on your people."
(Psalm 3)

We surround you with our prayers.

May His shalom come soon for Israel and the nations.

On behalf of the Christians for Israel leaders, staff and volunteers worldwide,

Andrew Tucker   Roger van Oordt
Executive Director International  Executive Director Netherlands
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JERAUSALEM - Prime Minister 

Benjamin Netanyahu spoke recently with 

several world leaders, including UN 

Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, German 

Chancellor Angela Merkel and US 

Secretary of State John Kerry regarding 

Operation ‘Protective Edge’ and its 

implications. 

Prime Minister Netanyahu said in his 

conversations that no country in the world 

would agree to suffer relentless missile 

attacks and infiltration attempts by sea and 

via terror tunnels. “Hamas is perpetrating a 

double war crime by deliberately trying to 

attack Israeli civilians while using the 

civilian population in Gaza as human 

shields,” Netanyahu told them. Netanyahu 

placed the blame for civilian casualties in 

Gaza on Hamas.

Prime Minister Netanyahu added that 

Hamas is known throughout the world as a 

terrorist organization and said that the 

international community must strongly 

condemn the continual firing by Hamas and 

the other terrorist organizations at Israeli 

cities.

Prime Minister Netanyahu will speak 

with additional world leaders in the coming 

days. PM Netanyahu has further issued a 

statement to the international community, 

stating: “Hamas and other terrorist groups 

in Gaza are firing rockets on cities 

throughout the State of Israel - on Tel Aviv, 

Jerusalem, Haifa, Beer Sheba, Sderot and 

other cities in Israel. No country on earth 

would remain passive in the face of 

hundreds of rockets fired on its cities and 

Israel is no exception.”

“We expanded our 

operations against 

Hamas and the other 

terrorist groups in 

Gaza. We will 

continue to protect 

our civilians against 

Hamas attacks on 

them. Hamas, by 

contrast, is 

deliberately putting 

Palestinian civilians 

into harm’s way. It 

embeds its terrorists 

in hospitals, schools, 

mosques and apartment buildings 

throughout the Gaza Strip. 

Hamas is thus committing a double war 

crime: It targets Israeli civilians, while 

hiding behind Palestinian civilians. This 

operation could take time. 

We are resolved to defend our families 

and our homes.”

Netanyahu to World Leaders: “Hamas is Committing War Crimes”
Extract courtesy of the Jewish Press

Prime Minister Binyamin Netanyahu
Photo Credit: Marc Israel Sellem

ý  Hamas refused the   

 Egyptian proposal for 

 a cease fire

ý  Hamas violated the 

 UN humanitarian 

 cease fire

ý  Hamas violated the 

 Red Cross humanitarian 

 cease fire
þ   Israel accepted 

 all three proposals

As Violence in Israel Escalates, The Jewish Agency Responds

DAYS OF RESPITE

As previously reported, thanks to support from the Jewish Federations of North 

America, over the course of this week, the Jewish Agency is bringing about 10,000 

children and teens from rocket-battered regions in the south to areas outside the line of fire, 

for rest and recreation.

On Monday, about 1,500 children from six different regional councils in the south, 

including many children living in Jewish Agency Absorption Centers, visited the Biblical 

Zoo, the Israel Museum, Cinema City, and the Kiftzuba amusement - all in the Jerusalem 

area.

On Tuesday, the Jewish Agency brought about 600 children to the Shafayim Water Park 

in central Israel: about 520 from Kiryat Gat, and about 80 who are involved in various 

southern chapters of the Net@hi-tech educational program, in which The Jewish Agency is 

a partner. Additional trips are being planned this week for Youth Futures participants and 

other children, to Shafayim and other fun destinations.

All the Jewish Agency respite activities this week are being organized in coordination 

with the National Emergency Authority, government ministries and the childrens' local 

municipalities.  

In addition to providing a breather for the children, the days of respite also provide much 

needed breaks to parents, who have for the past decade but in particular in the last week  s p e n t 

inordinate amounts of time attempting to entertain  their children in bomb shelters, and whose 

own routines are shattered by the near-constant alarms of air-raid sirens.

_____________________________________________________________

As always, we work closely with the Israeli government and local 

municipalities, and coordinate our efforts with the National Emergency 

Authority and our partners and colleagues at the JFNA, Keren 

Hayesod, ITC and JDC.
_____________________________________________________________

l l lT +31(0)33 24 58 824 F +31(0)33 24 63  644  info@c4israel.org  www.c4israel.org 

Visiting Address: Patroonstraat 1 l 3861 RN Nijkerk l The Netherlands l P.O. Box 1100 l 3860 BC Nijkerk l The Netherlands

IBAN: NL57ABNA0524505209 l BIC: A B N A N L 2 A l Registered with the Dutch Chamber of Commerce No. 32070120



Deuteronomy 30:19

____________________________
“We can forgive the Arabs for 
killing our children. We cannot 
forgive them for forcing us to kill 
their children. We will only have 
peace with the Arabs when they 
love their children more than 
they hate us.”____________________________

This statement by Golda Meir kept 
returning to my mind as we travelled and 
met with many people in Israel this last 
week. 

Hundreds of thousands of ordinary 
people have lost their lives in the massive 
upheavals in the Middle East in recent 
months. In the last few weeks, over 100 
Palestinians have lost their lives in Gaza, 
as a result of Israeli incursions following 
the refusal of Hamas to cease the rocket 
attacks on Israel. Three Palestinian Arab 
boys were killed on a Gaza beach. No 
doubt more lives will be lost as Israel 
moves ground troops into Gaza to destroy 
the tunnels and weapon depots. How are 
we to value these lost lives? Are the lives 
of three Jews more important than those of 
100 Arab Palestinians? Should Israel be 
allowed to kill innocent Palestinians in its 
effort to protect its own citizens? 

The kidnap and murder of three Israeli 
teenagers for the sole reason that they are 
Jews touched the soul of the nation. It 

followed the brutal murder of two Israeli 
Jews in Brussels in mid-May. These events 
released different, profound reactions in 
Israel. There were those who called for 
reprisal. But overwhelmingly there was a 
desire to protect the citizens of the nation 
from those who are determined to sacrifice 
the lives of their own children to achieve 
the destruction of the Jewish State of 
Israel. And when Israel demands the right 
to protect its citizens, let’s not forget that 
20% of Israeli citizens are non-Jewish – 
Arabs and others who enjoy more 
freedom, prosperity and individual rights 
than in any other country in the region. 

____________________________
It seems to me that Israel is not 
just protecting its citizens. It is 
protecting the right to protect its 
citizens. It is protecting the right 
to build a society that is based on 
the value of life itself. ____________________________

The resilience and commitment of the 
Jewish people in the face of all odds are 
remarkable. As hundreds of rockets were 
pouring into Israel this last week, we met 
many ordinary Israeli’s who were doing all 
they could to ensure that life would go on 
as normal. That is the essence of Judaism. 
Aleh is a non-profit organization that was 
established thirty years ago in Israel to 
care for severely handicapped children 
(Jews and Arabs). With four facilities 

throughout the country, Aleh is now a 
world leader in making the lives of 
handicapped children one of dignity and 
beauty. Volunteers and staff dedicate 
hundreds of hours to love and cherish 
these children and support their families. 
Similarly, the staff and volunteers at the 
Jewish Agency are working tirelessly to  
offer new immigrants opportunities to 
learn skills and build a life in Israel. At the 
Hineni centre in Jerusalem, founder and 
director Benjamin Philip leads a team of 
paid and volunteer staff who help 
disadvantaged youths, and provide meals 
for the elderly and homeless. We met him 
just as he was leaving to take one thousand 
food survival packages to families who are 
forced to spend hours per day in bunkers 
in the south of the country. These are just a 
few examples. 

The challenges and dilemma’s facing 
Israel are enormous. Are they to simply 
give in to those who keep trying to destroy 
them? When Prime Minister Netanyahu 
decided to agree to a cease-fire with 
Hamas, he was criticized by the right in 
Israel for being too weak, and by the left 
for not being accommodating enough. 
There are no simple solutions. 

Israel has proven that it will go to 
extraordinary lengths to protect the 
civilian population of Gaza. No other 
nation in the world takes such extreme 
measures to avoid collateral damage, for 
example by making telephone calls to 
warn those who are in danger of being hit. 

But it is impossible to prevent death when 
the enemy is using its own citizens as 
human shields.  

Of course Israel is not perfect. 
Mistakes are made. There are elements of 
Israeli society where religious fanaticism 
seems to be more important than love. The 
brutal slaughter of an Arab Palestinian boy 
in Jerusalem has left a deep stain on Israeli 
conscience. 

Yet I left Israel deeply impressed by 
the innate determination of the Jewish 
people to cherish the lives of the weakest. 
And to fight for the right to choose to do 
so. This love of life is a value we seem to 
be have lost in the West. Which is perhaps 
one of the reasons we find it difficult to 
understand the Jewish people. 

We long for the day that Messiah will 
come, and the nations will train for war no 
more, the word of the Lord will go out 
from Jerusalem, and peace will cover the 
whole earth. Until then, we live in a 
broken world in which we are called to 
make choices between life and death, good 
and evil, blessing and curse. 

It is in this broken world that the 
quality of any society is to be measured by 
the extent to which it values the lives of 
the weakest of its citizens. The right to 
choose life is worth fighting for, and every 
civilized nation has not only the right but 
also the obligation to defend that right. 
The alternative is violence, chaos and 
death. Just look at Gaza and Syria.  
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“Choose Life, that Both You and Your Descendants May Live”
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

August 2014

The movements of the Middle Eastern 
See-Saw seem to be gaining a negative 
momentum. 
___________________________________
All over our region extremist and 
fundamentalist elements march 
triumphantly and raise the levels of 
anguish among moderates in the region 
and countries close and far.___________________________________

The horrendous bloodletting in Iraq 
notwithstanding, we in Israel are faced with 
the challenges put forward by an extreme 
Islamist terror organization-Hamas. Similar 
in its religious fanaticism to other terrorist 
organizations in Kenya, Iraq and Nigeria, 
Hamas does not hide its additional mission-
the destruction of Israel. Over the last years 
it has launched rockets against Israeli 

population centers and tried to abduct 
Israeli citizens. On June 12, three 
youngsters, two of whom are still minors, 
were kidnapped and killed by Hamas. This 
action comes only shortly following the 
misguided decision of President Abbas of 
the Palestinian Authority to form a joint 
government with Hamas. The decision of 
Abu Mazen placed an almost

 insurmountable obstacle in the way of 
any effort to restart peace talks. Hamas 
commitment to the destruction of Israel and 
its adherence to terror are well known and 
place it outside the realm of legitimate 
interlocutor.

Israel will undertake all necessary 
measures to defend its citizens at all times.  

Where Do We Go From Now? Provided by Pastor Brian Hughes - Member of Israel Allies Foundation

Hundreds of rockets have been fired in 
recent days from the Gaza strip into Israel. 
Since the start of Operation Protective Edge 
more than 1500 rockets have been launched 
from the Gaza strip into Israel. Hamas is 
claiming responsibility for all of these 
attacks. 

The residents of southern Israel are 
being forced to stay close to the bomb 
shelters. Summer camps for children in 
southern Israel have been closed by the 
Israeli army. Thousands of children are 
being evacuated to other parts of the 
country. 

_____________________________
Please help us provide extra beds 
for the children of southern 
Israel!_____________________________

This morning we received an urgent 
email from David Portowicz, director of the 
Jaffa Institute. He writes:

“I have just ordered 100 extra beds in 
our centre in Beth Shemesh so that we can 
accommodate the children form south 
Israel. They have not been able to sleep for 
days because of the sirens. They 

desperately need rest. I have asked all our 
social workers and teachers to come in and 
help. I know they all had other plans for 
their summer holidays. But now is the time 
for action. We cannot wait until worse 
tragedies happen.

 Believe me, this is a huge cost for our 
centre which we cannot cover from our 
normal budget. But we are responsible for 
each other, and I cannot in good conscience 
allow hundreds of thousands of children to 
spend the whole summer in underground 
bomb shelters. I hope you can help us.

Regards David.”

_____________________________
Will you help us support this 
project? DONATE ONLINE_____________________________

In addition to the Jaffa Institute in Beth 
Shemesh, we will also support many other 
excellent initiatives in Israel to help the 
families whose lives have been shattered by 
the constant attacks from Gaza. 

Our goal is to raise a total of 
US$500,000 from Christians around the 
world within the next few weeks to support 
these important projects. 
These initiatives include:

Ÿ Accommodation 
to evacuees from 
southern Israel 

Ÿ Food parcels for 
families and 
children of 
southern Israel 

Ÿ Temporary 
accommodation 
for families in 
the south 

Ÿ Special 
assistance to 
handicapped 
children in the 
Negev

Ÿ Food parcels for IDF personnel 
Ÿ Hearing aids for deaf (to be able to hear 

the sirens) 
Ÿ Special assistance to Jews from Yemen

_____________________________
Finally, we urge you to PRAY for 
the situation in Israel at the 
moment!_____________________________

Ÿ Pray for the residents of southern Israel. 
The constant threat is causing great 
trauma and tension. 

Ÿ Pray for the people of Gaza, who are 
being terrorized by Hamas.

Ÿ Pray for Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu and the government of 
Israel, that they may have wisdom and 
discernment. 

Ÿ Pray for the commanders and soldiers of 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF). 

Ÿ Pray that the eyes of the world may be 
opened to what is actually happening in 
Israel and the Middle East. 

Ÿ Pray for honest reporting in the media. 

Help the Children of Southern Israel



Within 10 days, from June 21 to June 29 
2014, we visited six different countries in 
the eastern half of Africa: Zambia, South 
Africa, Swaziland, Uganda, Kenya and 
Ethiopia. 

The main purposes of the tour:
Ÿ To strengthen the Christians for Israel 

network in this part of the world.
Ÿ To present the vision of prayer for Israel 

in general and of the Global Prayer Call 
2015 in particular

In Zambia, South Africa (one of the nine 
provinces) and Swaziland we connected 
with the core Christians for Israel 
leadership team that had already been set up 
within the last two years. The procedure in 
those three countries was quite similar 
Ÿ The C4I leaders invited other leaders for 

a special meeting. Between 10 and 30 
pastors/leaders came to those meetings, 
at which we both shared on the 
Christians for Israel vision. The local 
leaders reported on the current 
development of Christians for Israel in 
their nation. Harald then shared his 
vision for prayer for Israel being 
strengthened within the praying body of 
Christ in Africa and introduced the 
Global Prayer Call (GPC).

Ÿ A number of key contacts, including the 
local leaders, stayed on for a meeting at 
which an extended Christians for Israel 
core group was formed with different 

assigned tasks and responsibilities. In 
this way, an extended provisional team 
has been established in each of these 
nations, under Drake's overall 
supervision.  

Uganda of course was quite a different 
situation, since this is the home base of 
Christians for Israel Uganda and East 
Africa. We met at length with the 50-60 
Christians for Israel leaders there, plus staff 
and family members. Building on the 
dynamic developments of the last six years, 
our discussions were much more visionary 
and concrete. We were strengthened in our 
conviction that Christians for Israel Uganda 
has an apostolic mandate for the wider 
region.

The next phase was a challenge. Instead 
of going to South Sudan, we ended up in 

Nairobi, Kenya! When we arrived at 
Entebbe airport for the flight to Juba, we 
were informed that the flight had been 
cancelled. We were told to fly to Juba via 
Nairobi. But, to the surprise of everybody 
involved, when we arrived in Nairobi, the 
Kenyan authorities demanded a visa from 
Harald for South Sudan. It seems that the 
rules have been changed recently. We could 
not go to South Sudan. Only a few days 

later we found out that during the days of 
our planned visit there had been much 
unrest, as the Ugandan army had moved in 
to appease the situation in the Capital, Juba. 
For the C4I team in Juba of course this was 
a big disappointment. They had worked 
extremely hard to set up very significant 
meetings. Drake will travel there soon to 
visit and encourage the team. Harald hopes 
to have the opportunity to visit South Sudan 
in the near future.

The positive surprise was that we could 
spontaneously connect with part of the C4I 
team in Nairobi, Kenya. Pastor David Juma 
(the leader of C4I Kenya) and his leaders 
were very encouraged by our spontaneous 
visit and the things we shared around the 
table with his elders. He felt that this was 
an encouragement from the Lord to breathe 
new life into the Christians for Israel work 
in Kenya.

The final station was Addis Ababa , the 
capital of Ethiopia. In one way this could be 
called the highlight of our tour. One of the 
reasons for this was the fact that Willem 
Glashouwer's recent visit to Ethiopia in 
April 2014 had left a deep impression. The 
young Christians for Israel team in Ethiopia 
is “on fire”.  Within their very limited 
means, they have adopted a very 
professional approach to laying the 
foundations for the Christians for Israel 
ministry in Ethiopia. 

The two of us had a great sense of the 
unique historical, biblical, spiritual and 
political significance of Ethiopia within the 
African continent. Putting these two 
dimensions together the two of us were 
touched by a great sense of potential and 
purpose for Ethiopia. 

This was confirmed to us by the 

meetings. In the morning we preached at 
one of the 200 “full gospel churches” of 
Addis (over 2000 in all of Ethiopia) with 
about 800 to 1000 attendees. The 
conference in the afternoon was attended by 
200-300 persons. Drake shared his 
testimony in connection with Christians for 
Israel. Harald had 3 messages: a) Times of 
restoration b) Prayer for Israel c) The 
nations and Israel. 

_____________________________
The response was overwhelming. 
And the young Christians for 
Israel team was strengthened._____________________________

To sum up:
Ÿ During the whole tour we had a great 

sense of God's precise timing, almost 
apostolic anointing and a great urgency 
and blessing to move things forward.

Ÿ The friendship and teamwork between 
Drake and Harald developed excellently.

Ÿ All the teams on the ground seem to 
have a high potential to spread the 
Christians for Israel vision and mission 
to the church in their countries and to a 
varying degree also on a national/ 
government level.
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Christians for Israel International - East Africa Tour
By Harald Eckert (Chairman Christians for Israel International and 

Drake Kanaabo (Chairman Christians for Israel Uganda, Regional Coordinator - East Africa)

August 2014

Harald Eckert

Ethiopia Christians for Israel Board

Drake Kanaabo

 The leadership of Christians for Israel in 
Europe met for four days in Ede, 
Netherlands from 22 – 25 May 2014. Forty 
five participants from Netherlands, 
Germany, Belgium, UK, Austria, 
Switzerland, Italy, Greece, Romania, and 
Ukraine shared experiences.

Rising Anti-Semitism 
On the opening evening, Dutch Chief 

Rabbi Benjamin Jacobs expressed his deep 
concern that anti-Semitism is on the rise in 
Europe. This is happening at the political 
level. The recent debates about kosher 
slaughter and male circumcision are 
examples. There is also a rise of anti-
Semitic incidents at the individual level. 
The Rabbi personally is confronted with 
anti-Jewish behavior on a daily basis. When 
walking in the streets of the Dutch city of 
Amersfoort – once a city with a thriving 
Jewish community, now with only a small 
Jewish remnant and a single synagogue, 
and a growing Muslim population - he 
regularly hears threats of “Hitler!”, 
“Hamas! Hamas! Jews to the gas!” and 
“Die, Jew cancer!” The synagogue was 
recently covered with red paint. Stones 
have been thrown at his house, shattering 

his front window. ”I am not 
afraid, but deeply 
concerned”, he said. A 
whole generation is being 
educated in Europe to hate 
Jews. Why do we tolerate 
this? He recently met a lady 
in the street with a small 
child who was clearly 
distressed. When he 
inquired what the problem 
was, he was told that the 
child was terrified of him – 
he had been told by his 
parents that the Jews try to 
kill little children. The 

problem is that anti-Semitism is not just 
directed against Jews. At its deepest it is 
rebellion against God. That is why anti-
Semitism will always end up in persecution 
of Christians. Christians and Jews have a 
duty to work together to stand up for basic 
Biblical values. The future for Jews and 
Christians in Europe is not looking good. 
The Rabbi’s warning was even more 
poignant when less than 2 days after his 
lecture (24th May) news arrived of the 
murder of two Israeli Jews in Brussels by a 
person later identified as a French Islamic 
jihadi fighter of Algerian descent.  

Israel in the Media  
According to Israeli Ambassador to the 

Netherlands Haim Divon, the debate in the 
media about Israel / Palestine is often 
grossly disproportional. Israel is invariably 
portrayed as the aggressor – Goliath versus 
David. The problem is that many people do 
not bother to put themselves in the shoes of 
the Jewish people – to understand their 
fears and dilemma’s. Further, there is a 
general reluctance to recognize the deep 
hatred in the region towards the Jewish 
people. The media has bought into the 
“Palestinian narrative”, which portrays 

Israel as the outsider. The conflict between 
Israelis and Palestinians can only be 
understand by confronting the history of the 
region and the role of Islamic jihad.  

“The Kingdom of Heaven”
Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer reminded 

the participants that the Kingdom of God is 
a Kingdom of Heaven, and is “not of this 
world”, but it will be established on earth. 
The church has tended to “spiritualize” the 
Kingdom – separate it from its earthly 
significance. But a true understanding of 
the Old and New Testaments reveals that 
God has a plan of redemption for the whole 
earth, and the nations. Reading, for 
example, Revelation 13 and Ezekiel 37, we 
see that the people and land of Israel are 
central in that plan. It is time for the church 
to regain its understanding of the Kingdom.    

Who is the Messiah? 
Rev. Henk Poot taught about the 

identity, task and mission of Jesus, the 
Messiah of Israel. As Christians we have 
removed Jesus from His Old Testament 
context. This means we often misinterpret 
the significance of Jesus’ death and 
resurrection. In Acts 17:11 we read that the 
Jewish converts in Berea were of more 
noble character than the Thessalonians, 
because they received the message with 
eagerness and “examined the scriptures 
every day to see if what Paul said was 
true”. This means that Paul’s message about 
Jesus was completely in line with what the 
prophets like Isaiah and Ezekiel had said 
about him centuries earlier. “The Christ of 
the New Testament is no other person than 
the Messiah of the Old Testament”. 

Isaiah 49 tells us 4 things about the future 
Messiah, all of which must be fulfilled:
1.  His mouth is “like a sharpened sword” – 

this refers to the judgment of God over 

the nations, when he will redeem Israel 
from her enemies (see eg. Revelation 1 
and 19, and Isaiah 11);

2. He will gather (bring back) all the 
twelve tribes of Israel (see eg. Jeremiah 
34 and 36 ; Isaiah 11); 

3. He will be a light unto the nations and 
bring salvation to end of the world; 

4. He will restore the land, and “reassign 
its desolate inheritances” (Isaiah 49:8). 

Jesus is not just a light to the Gentiles. He 
did not just die to save me personally from 
my sins. “In the first place, He has come to 
Israel to do what His Father ordered Him to 
do on behalf of His people”. On the cross, 
Jesus overcame the power of evil, and took 
away the sins of Israel and the whole world. 
But the Kingdom of Heaven will only be 
fully realized when the kingdom of the 
wicked is removed. Jesus still has to fulfill 
the entirety of His mission as Messiah – 
including bringing home the twelve tribes, 
restoring the land, and judging the nations. 
That is why today the gospel is being 
preached to every nation and people – to 
prepare them for the coming of the 
Kingdom. All of this means that, in our 
days, discipleship – truly imitating Jesus – 
means not only dedication, righteousness of 
living, purity and love, but also support for 
Israel, the ingathering of the children of 
Israel, and the restoration of the land. 

 Other speakers at the conference were 
C4I International Chairman Harald Eckert 
(the Global Prayer Call vision – prayer for 
our nations in their relationship with Israel); 
Andrew Tucker (Israel and international 
law); Koen Carlier (Update on the situation 
in the Ukraine), Ebenezer representative 
Urs Kasermann (Aliyah worldwide); Marie-
Louise Weissenböck (March of Life  - 
Austria); and Tudor Petan (Alpha Omega, 
Romania) on the importance of the media in 
fighting anti-Semitism. 

European Leadership Meeting in the Netherlands By Andrew Tucker

Christians for Israel Uganda Briefing
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No Christianity Without The Jews
By Kees de Vreugd, Christians For Israel International, Netherlands

‘Salvation is from the Jews,’ Jesus said 
(John 4:22). Without Israel, the church 
would never have existed. 

Understanding the Bible 

Christians and Jews have long lived side 
by side, in Europe and other parts of the 
world. Many times the church has tried to 
convince Jews of the Christian faith – by 
preaching, by force, usually without any 
notable success. 

Very little did Christians feel a need to 
speak with Jews just to learn from them, 
although there have been remarkable 
exceptions. In the 1500s and 1600s there 
was a Hebrew revival among Christian 
scholars. The Reformation wanted to give 
the Bible to the (lay) people in their own 
language. This brought a renewed interest 
in the Biblical languages, Greek and 
Hebrew. Where could these Latin trained 
scholars learn Hebrew? With the rabbi’s! 

So vivid contacts between Jewish and 
Christian scholars developed. Christian 
Bible expositors even drew inspiration from 
traditional Jewish commentaries.

Discover the roots of our faith
Today, we again need to get back to the 

Jewish roots of our faith. The Jews are 
returning to their homeland. God has 
established Israel again as a nation. And 

slowly but surely Christians are starting to 
discover that Jesus was Jewish and that the 
New Testament in fact is of Jewish origin. 
Jews can tell us much from within about the 
Jewish life Jesus and the apostles lived. 
Jews live the Old Testament, so to speak, 
just as Jesus lived the Old Testament. 

Speak with – not about Jews
It is a sin of the church, that she often 

only has spoken about the Jews and not 
with the Jews. Maybe she has loved dead 
Jews like David, the prophets, the apostles. 
Hopefully she is aware of the Jews of the 
future: a restored Israel under its Messiah. 
But what about Jews today? After centuries 
of ‘Christian’ words against the Jews, it is 
time to listen to the Jews – if they still want 
to speak with us.

Discover God’s walk with Israel 
For thousands of years, Israel has 

remained in existence as a people, even in 
the hardest times in dispersion. This is a 
miracle of God. It shows God’s faithfulness 
to His covenant people. 

But on the other hand, it shows the 
faithfulness of the covenant people, too. 
The Torah has been God’s instrument in 
preserving the Jewish people. Jewish 
tradition bears witness to Israel’s walk with 
God.

No Christianity without 
the Jews

‘Salvation is from the Jews,’ Jesus said. 
Historically seen the spreading of the 
Gospel went parallel to the dispersion of the 
Jews. It is remarkable that in lands where 
there have been large Jewish communities 
that were eradicated in the Sho’ah 

(Holocaust), the church seems to be 
declining. But there is still time to repent, it 
is still the time of mercy. 

The church should learn to understand 
herself as a derivative of the Biblical 
relation of Israel and the nations. 

It is time to call on the nations to bless 
Israel. 
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Teshuva
The Hebrew word for repentance 

'teshuva' means that the man who turned 
off, away from the God given road, is called 
back and returns to that road. The 
possibility to teshuva is, as we read in a 
classical rabbinic commentary on Genesis 
1; one of the seven creations who preceded 
the creation of heaven and earth. The 
possibility to teshuva is given to any human 
being. Turning back towards God's road is 
always possible; 'the gates of prayer are not 
always open, but the gates of teshuva are 
always open'. The Talmud states: 'Even the 
completely righteous person cannot reach 
the standard of the one who has repented'. 
Jesus says: "I tell you that in the same way 
there will be more rejoicing in heaven over 
one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous persons who do not need to 
repent" (Luke 15:7).

Teshuva knows two principle forms. 
Teshuva out of fear for the final judgment 
washes away the evil of the soul of a 
person. Greater is teshuva out of love, for 
repentance to God out of love points to a 
radical change or renewed view on reality. 

Teshuva born out of love for God, can turn 
evil into a positive, constructive power.

This last, radical thinking on teshuva is 
not explicitly mentioned in the New 
Testament, but it is implied. After the return 
of the prodigal son, the father says: “This 
brother of yours was dead and is alive again; 
he was lost and is found” (Luke 15:32).

To stop the downward spiral requires an 
understanding and admission that one has 
turned off the right track. The son, returning 
from the pigsty, draws his strength for his 
return from knowing his father. The Father 
does not give stones for bread to those who 
return.

Far from Home
As Church and Christians we seem so 

long and far away from 'home', that we can 
no longer remember what 'home' was. How 
will we be able to recognize the Father's 
home if even our ministers in their 
educational training learn little about the 
Rabbinic Biblical exegesis?

We're not talking here about Jews who 
would need to repent. We, as Christians, 
have to repent, back to God's way. Jesus 

and the disciples did not know of a 'new' or 
'second' testament. Their Holy Scripture 
consisted of the books of the only Covenant 
made by God with the Jews and never since 
annulled. God renewed and confirmed the 
covenant with His People. The heart of their 
Bible is the Torah, the five books of Moses. 
They speak of how God expects Israel to 
live within this covenant. Man is not 
incompetent but has the freedom to choose 
to live by God's path of life. Jesus lived by 
and with the Torah. The Word that became 
flesh took God's Word, the Torah, extremely 
seriously, including the iotas and tittles, the 
dots and commas: “I tell you the truth, until 
heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest 
letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by 
any means disappear from the Law (Torah) 
until everything is accomplished” (Matt. 
5:18). We, His followers, have lost more 
than the smallest letter, or the least stroke of 
a pen!

The Church and the Torah
The first big hurdle for the early church 

was in the way the Torah was to be the 
guideline for the non-Jewish members of 
the church. Does the Torah demand that 
whoever comes to belief in the God of 
Israel needs to become a Jew? The synod of 
Apostles concludes that this cannot and 
may not be demanded. However the Torah 
needs to be the centre of the Scriptures for 
the non-Jewish believer: “For Moses has 
been preached in every city from the 
earliest times and is read in the synagogues 
on every Sabbath” (Acts 15:21). That 
central place for the Torah has long since 
been diminished in the church. On the way 
back, the Torah will need to get its central 
place back. Acts 15 assumes a listening and 
reading with the synagogue. That requires 
the realisation that we read 'God's love 
letter to Israel' over the shoulder of Israel. 
God has never handed the inheritance for 

Israel over to the church. Israel has, as the 
son who stayed home with the father, 
developed and kept this heritage. Real 
reading and living with the synagogue 
comes after the standing up from the pigsty 
of the anti-Jewish traditions. The continuing 
tradition of Jewish exegesis shows that the 
image of Jesus will stay distorted as long as 
we walk the old ways of the church and 
theology. 

Back to the Father’s House
The way back from the self made pigsty 

to the house of the Father is long. Reading 
along with the synagogue will give a 
growing respect for the thoroughness, skill 
and trustworthiness of the Jewish scholars. 
To read the Torah and the prophets with 
their help makes the New Testament a 
renewed book: a diamond with unexpected 
facets, freed from the centuries of pagan 
influences. 

  
Dr. G.H. Cohen Stuart was theological 

advisor in Jerusalem of the Netherlands 
Reformed Church from 1982-1994. Since 
then, he has been working as a licensed 
tour-guide in Israel.

Back to the Father’s House - Repentance as a Christian Attitude Towards Israel
By Dr. G.H. Cohen Stuart

Torah

Mishreh Torah by Maimonides
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A Day in the Life of Sondra Oster Baras
By Graeme Lee, Publisher of Israel & Christians Today

It is my pleasure to introduce you to a 
Jewish woman from Samaria, a long-time 
friend of Christians for Israel and an 
articulate spokesperson for a cause we all 
hold dear.  Sondra Oster Baras is the 
director of the Israel office of Christian 
Friends of Israeli Communities (CFOIC 
Heartland) based in Karnei Shomron, 
Samaria, Israel.  

I had the pleasure of speaking with 
Sondra and want to share our discussion 
with you.

Sondra, tell me more about 
the organization you head up?

“CFOIC Heartland (Christian Friends of 
Israeli Communities) is the only Christian 
organization which focuses exclusively on 
the Jewish communities in Judea and 
Samaria.  But actually, our organization is 
unique for another reason.  I am an 
Orthodox Jew and my entire office is 
comprised of Orthodox Jews.  And yet we 
all work in the context of an organization 
which reaches out exclusively to Christians 
and, in fact, our US office and our affiliates 
all over the world are all Christian.  So we 
are also a unique partnership between 
Christians and Jews who are working 
together to run an organization and fulfill a 
mission that we all share.”

And what is that mission?  

“To enable Christians who believe in the 
truth of the Bible to understand that truth 
behind the Jewish presence in Judea and 
Samaria, otherwise known as the ‘West 
Bank.’  

There are so many misconceptions 
about who we are and why we are here.  
Unfortunately, the media and political 
leaders all over the world persist in 
considering our presence here illegal or as a 
colonial occupation.  

In fact, we have returned to our ancient 
Biblical land, to the places where our 
forefathers, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
Kings of Israel and the prophets of Judea 
and Israel walked and lived.  If the Jewish 
people have a right to any part of the Land 
of Israel, they certainly have a right to 
Judea and Samaria.

What is happening right now 
in the West Bank?

“It has been a very difficult time for us in 
Israel, not only in Judea and Samaria, with 
the kidnapping and murder of the three Israeli 
teen-agers just as they were trying to get 
home from school.  They were last seen alive 
in Gush Etzion and were found brutally 
murdered in a shallow grave near Hebron.  

After finding the bodies, the police 
released the tape of one of the boys calling 

for help, seconds 
before being shot.  
The tape is horrific 
– you can hear the 
voice of Gil-Ad 
Shayar telling the 
police that he had 
been kidnapped. 

Then you hear 
shots being fired, 
followed by 
cheering of the 
kidnappers who 
boast they got three.  
Just after word of 
the kidnapping was 
released, Arabs 

began celebrating in the streets of Gaza, 
Judea and Samaria.  

And I keep asking myself - how can 
human beings rejoice over the murder of 
children?  I just cannot understand it. But it 
does confirm to me that we dare not 
surrender, that this land not only belongs to 
us by right, but if we were not here in the 
land, we would be over-run by the very 
same jihadists who are fighting bloody 
battles all across the Middle East.”

Will you be traveling again to 
other nations to share this 
information?

“I will be 
leaving for North 
America in just a 
few days for a two-
week speaking tour 
in Winnipeg 
(Canada), Texas, 
Washington, DC 
and Virginia.  And I 
have just returned 
from the UK, where 
I spent time in 
Christian 
communities in 

England and 
Wales.  
Everywhere I 
go, I encounter 
wonderful Bible-
believing 
Christians who 
are eager to 
understand 
Israel, who are 
seeking a 
connection 
between the Biblical story of Israel and the 
reality that is Israel today.  And my message 
is really a very simple one – the two are not 
only connected but they are intrinsically 
one.  For the reality of Israel today, the 
ingathering of the exiles and the rebuilding 
of the Mountains of Israel, is the fulfillment 
of God’s promises and His words to the 
prophets thousands of years ago.”

How can people contact you?

“Please visit our website at 
www.cfoic.com and learn more about what 
we are doing.  And send me an email at 
Sondra@cfoic.com and let me know how 
you feel about Israel and what you are 
interested in learning about.  I welcome the 
personal connection with Christians from 
all over the world who want to get 
involved.”

In what ways can people 
help best?

“We need your help and the help of 
Christians from all over the world who can 
stand up and articulate their support for 
Israel in general and for Judea and Samaria 
in particular.  But there are three simple 
things that nearly everyone can do:

1. Come to Israel and be sure to include 
Judea and Samaria in your tour 
program. Contact us and we will 
connect you with a tour that will be both 
memorable and inspiring!

2. Invite me or one of our other speakers to 
visit your community or church and 
share our vision for Biblical Israel with 
your friends and neighbors.

3. Support our work and the people by 
donating to CFOIC Heartland.”
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Sondra Oster Baras

Sondra points out the Oak of Moreh to a Dutch Women's tour 
from Christians for Israel Holland

Sondra greets a Christians for Israel group of Malaysian Christians in Karnei Shomron

Sondra shares her passion for Biblical Israel 
with Christians in her office

Sondra addresses a Spanish speaking group with the 
help of a translator
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News From Our National Leader August 2014

Shalom Chaverim, (hello friends) and readers,

I’m sure like me, you have been overwhelmed by the escalating news stories of radical 
Islamic uprisings against Israel from Hamas out of Gaza and ISIS in Iraq where many 
thousands of Christians, Kurds and even fellow Muslims have been brutaly burned, 
beheaded and butchered; Mosul the ancient city of Ninevah has been all but cleansed of 
thousands of Christians that had been living there since the days of the early church from 
the fi rst century. There is so much miss and dissinformation about what is happening, by 
whom and why? This newspaper strives to provide a unique and hopefully trusted source 
of what is really happening from a Biblical perspective and what God is doing through His 
Church in Israel today, to inspire and motivate you to pray, speak up for and comfort His 
people in these very uncertain and perilous times.

The Global Day of Prayer Call Conference:  
Harald Eckert, our Christians for Israel International Chairman extends a 
warm invitation for you to attend next years Global Day of Prayer-Call and 
Conference in Jerusalem, May 10th -12th 2015. The GPC conference is open 
to interested Christian participants from all countries, this conference which 
culminates the end of 100 days of prayer is being organized jointly with 
Ebenezer and the European Coalition for Israel.

Over 1,000 participants from around the world are expected to attend the 
closing GPC conference in Jerusalem. See www.100-days.eu for more info.

Christians for Israel International Study Tour May 2015: 
Following on from the GPC we encourage you to join us for our life changing 12 day 
study tour, to explore the Holy Land, encounter the people and see Biblical prophecies 
fulfi lled before your eyes! The tour is hosted by our experienced tour guides from Keshet 
in airconditioned coaches, staying in tourist class hotels in complete security and comfort 
as you fellowship and walk through the Bible with other believers from around the world.

For a personalised itinerary of both the GPC and study tour and prices please contact our 
trusted Holy Land travel experts at www.olivetreetravel.com.au or call 1300 550 830.

So Many Miracles: 
I want to share the contents of an email I received, it’s a letter from a soldier who fought in the 
current Israel/Gaza confl ict. He writes...

“The soldiers in Gaza are switched out with other units in order to rest.  This story was told by one  
of these soldiers.

I and my friends captured a number of Hamas terrorists.  When they were interrogated, we asked 
them, if you have so many tunnels that come into Israel, and that are built 25 feet under the ground  
and reach to Beer Sheva, why until now have you never used any of them for terrorist attacks?  To 
kidnap or kill Israelis?”

And this is what he answered:

“For twelve years we have been building these tunnels and waiting for the right moment, when we 

were trained and ready. We decided that the time 
would be this year on Rosh Hashana, 2014.”  

“We chose Rosh Hashana because most of the 
soldiers get leave to go home and there aren’t a 
lot on guard duty, and it’s a two day holiday.

All of Hamas would go through the tunnels we’ve 
built over twelve years and capture Israel.

In every tunnel we’d send two, three dozen 
armed terrorists and kidnap civilians, women, 
children and bring them back to Gaza through 
the tunnels. 

And then Israel couldn’t bomb 
the tunnels because of all the 
Israeli civilians inside them. 
And in this way we would 
occupy the entire country and 
rule Israel and kill all the 
Zionists. For years we were 
planning this and it was going 
to happen in two months. Your attacks on Gaza destroyed our plans.”

The person who sent this to me added this:

“Many religious people asked after our three boys were found dead what happened to all our 
prayers? So you see, this is what happened. God heard us.  

Because of these three martyred boys, all of Israel was saved from a terrible massacre. All the things 
that we have seen this summer are one miracle after the next. 

Please Continue to pray and strengthen each other. And give thanks to God who watches over the 
Jewish people in the land He promised them.”

Your prayerful and practical generous support needed: 
Right now the humanitarian needs are escalating at a seemingly insurmountable rate, with 
displaced families, Jewish and Arabic, including women, children and the elderly, needing 
clothing, food, accomodation and a comforting hand of friendship. Many of our agencies 
and minisrty partners, like Henini, Kearen Hayesod, Ebenezer and others which are all 
stretched, needing our prayerful and practical generous fi nancial support.

I’m reminded of the words of Yeshua who said...”when we do this for even one of these the 
least of His bretheren...we do it for Him.” (Mt 25:45)

See our back page for a range of opportunities of how you can express your support. God 
bless you as your prayerfully consider what He would have you do at this time.

Shalom and Be’ahavat Yisrael (With a love for Israel and its people)

Ian Worby
National Leader

C4I Australia National Leader Ian Worby and his wife Mandy, at 
the “Kotel” or Western Wall in the Old City of Jerusalem

For the fi nancial year 2013/14, our Australian readers contributed 
$91,000 to the Aliyah program assisting 415 Jews to return to Israel. 
Another $8,900 was gifted to the Ukraine emergency fund. Aid to our 
humanitarian projects totalled $2,800. General donations continued to 
sustain the printing of the paper, advocacy work on behalf of Israel and 
some limited speaking tours. 

My thanks go to those who faithfully support the work of Christians 
for Israel Australia and the volunteers who make the ministry possible. 

Bless Yehovah for His provision and the opportunity afforded us as 
Australians to bless and comfort His people Israel.

I just received this urgent request from Amit Tzur-Tal, 
Executive Director of Karen Hayesod:

“Dear Eric, I trust my email fi nds you well...

I am writing to you heavy hearted in light of the tragedy of our loss of 
many soldiers. We are in the middle of a battle to protect our people in 
Eretz Yisrael and our soldiers are doing an amazing job!

But the Hamas rockets in the past 16 days are not stopping and 
continue to put our civilians in danger. Thousands of rockets are being 
fi red towards Israel and 5 million Israeli citizens are under life threat.

We at Keren Hayesod UIA world-wide are united with our support 

and doing our best to respond as fast as we can to the needs of those 
who need us.

How do we help?

I would like to introduce you to the mobile shelters, cubes of concrete 
that save lives (see photos left).

The mobile shelters are being easily put up by a crane next to bus 
stations and along the roads to protect people who are waiting 
for  buses and suddenly a red alert siren sounds off, these will also 
protect the people who are driving while a siren sounds off and they 
need to fi nd a shelter etc.

These cubes of concrete enable the Israeli citizens to go on with their 
lives and continue with their 
daily plans without fear.”

Please prayerfully consider 
making a generous 
contribution. See back page 
for details or visit 
www.uiavic.org

Eric Belcher
C4I Australia Treasturer

Treasurer Update & Emergency Shelters for Israel

Eric & Lorraine Belcher with Israeli Children

The cost of 1 mobile shelter is 
approx AUD$17 000

These pieces of concrete 
save lives!

Your attacks 
on Gaza 
destroyed 
our plans
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Melbourne

Israel, Islam & The Church
challenges and opportunities for the Church today

Camberwell Grammar School
Auditorium in The Performing Arts 
Centre. 55 Mont Albert Road

Sunday 9th Nov 2014
1.30pm – 5.30pm

Presenting:
Rev. Dr. Mark Durie 
Saturday Comes before Sunday: Islamic 
understandings of the People of the Book 
and implications for Christian-Jewish 
relationships.

Julie Blinco
Ancient Covenants and modern Churches: 
A Christian Refl ection

Andrew Tucker 
Why Jerusalem is not occupied - 
and why it matters?

Dr Mark Durie is a theologian, human rights activist, Anglican pastor, a 
Shillman-Ginsburg Writing Fellow at the Middle East Forum, and Adjunct 
Research Fellow of the Centre for the Study of Islam and Other Faiths at 
Melbourne School of Theology. He has published many articles and books 
on the language and culture of the Acehnese, Christian-Muslim relations 
and religious freedom. A graduate of the Australian National University and 
the Australian College of Theology, he has held visiting appointments at the 
University of Leiden, MIT, UCLA and Stanford, and was elected a Fellow of 
the Australian Academy of the Humanities in 1992.

Andrew Tucker trained as a lawyer at the Universities of 
Melbourne and Oxford. He has worked for over twenty years in 
various areas of international and transnational law in Australia, 
UK and Netherlands. Andrew currently serves as Executive 
Director of Christians for Israel International (based in the 
Netherlands) and Legal Counsel to the European Coalition for 
Israel (a Brussels-based think-tank). He writes and speaks 
regularly about Israel and the relationship between (international) 
law and the Bible. 

Julie Blinco is Inclusion and Discipleship Pastor at St Mary’s Anglican Church, 
Caulfi eld, and Administrator at the Institute for Spiritual Awareness.  She has worked 
in various leadership roles relating to discipleship and growing new leaders, local 
and cross-cultural missions, youth ministry, theological training and more recently, 
training and ministering to people of Muslim background.  Julie presented her 
Master’s fi ndings regarding replacement theology and the Australian Church to The 
International Conference on Pentecostal Theology in the Marketplace and has taught in 
churches regarding this topic. Her previous studies have focused on modern history, 
international relations, teaching/training, Christian Studies and aid and development.

NOV 2014
Register now:
COST: Adult $20 donation Concession $10 donation CGS Students Free.
Call Valerie on (03) 9532 8129 or events@c4israel.com.au
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AUSTRALIASeminar

Day Month Time Location

10 August  1.30 pm Perth (WA) 10th Light Horse Beacon Road Parkerville

17 August 3.00 pm Perth (WA) Friends of Israel WA Carmel School, Dianella

25 August 11.45 am Sydney (NSW) NSW Parliment* Maquarie St

31 August 6.30 pm South Toowoomba (QLD) Trinity Lutheran Church Hume St (between South St and Alderly St)
15 September 6.00 pm Adelaide (SA) SA State Library City Centre

Don’t miss this opportunity to hear Kelvin Crombie noted author 
and historian speak on “Gallipoli The Road to Jerusalem.”

*Registration required with Fred Nile’s o�  ce:  Judy.Russel@parliament.nsw.gov.au

Kelvin will have some autographed copies of his latest 
book on sale.  Feel free to join us for supper afterwards.

Also available from: 
www.ucbdirect.com.au

Kelvin Crombie Speaking Events

Kelvin lived for many years in Israel 
and has a great love for the Land and 
its people.  Kelvin understanding of 
history as His Story is profound.  

The ANZAC story including that of the 
Australian Light Horse is very close to 
Kelvins heart.

Was Gallipoli defeat or destiny? 
Come and hear some of this amazing 
story, Gallipoli the road to Jerusalem.

www.heritageresources.com.au
For details on other events and venues:
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In August 2014 people the world over will be recalling the 
beginning of the First World War one hundred years ago, 
and many will be asking the question: ‘Did anything positive 
emerge from those four years of carnage, when millions of the 
youth from many nations perished?’ 

There was, in my opinion, one major positive outcome from 
the carnage of this war - the ultimate establishment of the 
democratic state of Israel.  Although this state was only 
officially proclaimed on 14 May 1948, the foundation for its 
establishment was the defeat of the 400 plus year old Turkish 
Empire in 1918 – a defeat which also laid the foundations 
for the Arab nation states of Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Jordan and 
Saudi Arabia to be established.  

If one compares the number of casualties suffered in the two 
main areas of conflict – Europe and the Middle East – in 
comparison to the territory freed from oppressive rule, then 
it is apparent that the most tangible results occurred in the 
Middle East.

At the very time when our soldiers were fighting to defeat 
the Turks (who chose to ally themselves with the Central 
Powers of Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empire), the 
Turkish leadership had embarked upon a crusade to destroy 
the minority groups within its vast empire.  By 1918 they had 
succeeded in destroying between 1½-2 million Christians, 
mostly Armenians, and had also made inroads into destroying 
the Jewish community as well.

Had our soldiers not defeated the Turkish Empire in 1918 as 
we did, then there is every chance the Turkish leadership 
would have completed their goal of Turkifying (and 
Islamifying) the Turkish Empire.  Our soldiers therefore 
were involved in saving the remnant of these minority, or 
dhimmi, groups.

War against Turkey
Once Turkey opted to join the War, Britain’s century old 
geo-political policy of being allied, as much as possible, with 
Turkey, was overturned. A stable Turkey aligned with Britain 
would ensure that rival Powers would not sever or cut across 
Britain’s link to her Eastern Empire – of India, Australia, New 
Zealand etc.  Britain’s geo-political dictum since Napoleon’s 
invasion of the region in 1798-99 revolved around keeping 
the French away from the Suez Canal region, and keeping the 
Russians away from the Bosphorus and Dardanelles.

The question of Turkey’s future came to the forefront when 
planning began for the Dardanelles (or Gallipoli) Campaign 
in January 1915, and particularly so when the British and 
French Fleets began attacking the Turkish defences at 
the Dardanelles in February 1915.  The Allies strongly 
believed they would subdue the Dardanelles and capture 
Constantinople.  If Constantinople fell, then communications 
could be restored with Russia, and communications would be 
broken between Turkey and the Central Powers. There was 
every chance Turkey would then have fallen.

The question then arose: ‘If Turkey was defeated, what would 
become of its vast Empire?’  The Russians already had 
their answer.  In early March 1915 they demanded that with 
Turkey’s defeat they (Russia) would gain the Dardanelles, 
the Bosphorus, Constantinople, and other territories, and 
incorporate these areas into the Russian Empire.

Britain and France had no choice but to accept this Russian 
demand.  The future of the remainder of the Turkish 
Empire, pending its ultimate collapse, now became a factor 
for consideration.  Britain’s position was compounded 
by two major components: firstly that Russia, based at 
Constantinople, was now much closer to the Suez Canal; and 
secondly, that France’s desire to gain the province of Syria 
(which included Palestine) would place her dangerously 
close to the Suez Canal - the jugular vein of the British 
Empire.  Britain would need to ensure that in any future 
dismemberment of the Turkish Empire that France would not 
be in close proximity to the Suez Canal.

Deliberations upon the future status of the Turkish Empire 
thus began in the midst of the Dardanelles Campaign.  

Britain’s first move was the formation of a Committee 
whose task was to determine Britain’s desiderata in a 
future dismembered Turkish Empire.  Later, British 
delegates met with their French counterparts.  Additionally 
in the midst of all these activities both Jewish and Arab 
representatives began pressing for future national entities in 
the dismembered Turkish Empire.  

All three agreements made during the War, the Anglo-French 
(‘Sykes-Picot’) Agreement, the ‘McMahon-Hussein 
correspondence’ and the Balfour Declaration, have their 
roots in the Dardanelles-Gallipoli Campaign.

From Gallipoli to Jerusalem
But the British and the French were defeated by the Turks 
at Gallipoli, and the Turkish Empire was not dismembered.  
The British-ANZAC soldiers returned to Egypt.  Most 
of the ANZAC soldiers then proceeded onto France and 
Belgium, and fought bloody battles at the Somme, Fromelles, 
Passchendaele and elsewhere, losing together a further 
almost 60,000 fine young men.  

A smaller number of our men, the Australian Light Horse and 
New Zealand Mounted Rifles, together with British mounted 
and infantry soldiers, meanwhile, followed the natural road 
which ran from Gallipoli.  That natural road did not lead west 
to France and Belgium, but it lead east to the Sinai, Gaza, 
Beersheba, Jerusalem, Damascus and to Aleppo.  In all those 
places they were again fighting against ‘Johnny Turk’.

When Prime Minister David Lloyd George declared in 
early 1917 that he wanted Jerusalem captured by Christmas, 
he inserted a new dynamic into the equation.  Jerusalem 
was of no great strategic or military significance.  Neither 
Alexander the Great nor Napoleon had it on their list of 
places to capture. 

Why then did Lloyd George want Jerusalem captured by 
Christmas?  He wanted it captured so that it would give an 
emotional lift for the Allies and peoples of the British Empire.  
Jerusalem’s importance lay not on the military/strategic level 
– it lay at another level altogether.

But before the British, Australian and New Zealand troops 
came near to Jerusalem, they first had to capture Beersheba, 
a town closely associated with Abraham to whom the original 
covenant promises of the land of Israel were entrusted.

Beersheba was captured on 31 October 1917 by a combined 
action of British, Australian and New Zealand troops, 
a victory which is often associated with the gallant and 
exciting charge of the Australian Light Horse.  It must be 
remembered, however, that the British did much of the 
fighting that day.

Equally significant was that on that same day the British War 
Cabinet voted that pending the ultimate capture of the land of 
Israel (Palestine at the time) the British Government would 
facilitate the establishment for a national home for the 
Jewish people.  Now that truly was a momentous decision!

Following Beersheba’s capture the Allied troops made their 
way towards Jaffa - and Jerusalem.  When Jerusalem was 

finally captured on 9 December 1917 (by a mostly British 
force) Lloyd George was able to compare the significance 
of this victory against the quagmire of the Western Front.  In 
1917, according to Lloyd George, the Empire had sustained 
some 600,000 casualties, yet for a much smaller number of 
men killed and wounded – Jerusalem was captured.

Jerusalem to San Remo
Following the capture of Baghdad, Beersheba, Gaza and 
Jerusalem in 1917, the major cities of Damascus and Aleppo 
were captured in 1918.  With Aleppo’s capture in October 
1918 the British, Australian, New Zealand and Indian soldiers 
had subdued the entire regions of Mesopotamia and Syria.

The future status of these regions was determined by the 
Allies at a Conference which convened at San Remo in 
Italy in April 1920.  There Mandates were offered to both 
France and Britain to prepare the Middle East for the 
ultimate establishment of Jewish and Arab national entities 
in the former Turkish regions of Mesopotamia, Syria and 
Palestine. The legal foundation for the establishment of 
these Arab and Jewish national entities was established 
when the League of Nations unanimously accepted the 
San Remo proposals.  

The Allies had every right to decide as they did at San 
Remo.  The San Remo Conference was a result of the defeat 
of Turkey in War by the Allies - who lost over over 88,000 
soldiers in achieving this victory.   Most of those who paid 
the ultimate sacrifice were Gentile soldiers from Britain, 
India, Australia, New Zealand and France.  

There is one particularly significant date associated with the 
journey from Gallipoli to Jerusalem to San Remo.  That date 
is 25 April.  It was on 25 April 1915 that the British, French, 
Australian and New Zealand soldiers landed at Gallipoli in 
the Dardanelles to begin the land operations in the Campaign.  
It was also on 25 April 1920 that representative nations of the 
League of Nations at San Remo voted to offer the Palestine 
Mandate – which incorporated the promise of the British 
Government to establish a national home for the Jewish 
people - to Britain.  

The 25th April is especially significant for Australians 
and New Zealanders, as it marks the first time that they as 
sovereign nations fought a military battle.  It is observed each 
year as ANZAC Day.  It is also significant for the Jewish 
people, as it marks the international recognition of their right 
to have a national home in Eretz Yisrael (the land of Israel).

It would appear to me then, that the most positive and 
tangible outcome of the First World War occurred not on 
the Western or Eastern Fronts of Europe, but occurred in the 
Middle East Campaign.  This is not to denigrate at all the 
service and sacrifice of the young men on those other two 
Fronts, but it does reveal that within the bigger picture there 
was a positive long term outcome from the Great War.

This above stated perspective is detailed in a new 600 page 
publication Gallipoli – The Road to Jerusalem (with a 
sequel, Jerusalem to San Remo which is due out in April 
2015).  The purpose of these publications is to reveal, 
through the historical record, the hand of a Sovereign God 
working out His divine plan in and through the Gallipoli 
Campaign, and particularly of the involvement of Britain, 
Australia, New Zealand and India in aiding with Israel’s 
modern day restoration.

© Kelvin Crombie 2014. 
kelvin@heritageresources.com.au
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British War Cabinet voted that 
pending the ultimate capture 
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for the Jewish people.

Allenby ceremony in Jerusalem 1917 Australian camps on slopes of Olivet & Mt. Scopus on January 1 1918 General Sir Edmund Allenby entering the Holy City of Jerusalem on foot 1917
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In the previous issue I spoke about the 
Gibraltar to Jerusalem Prayer Journey 
in particular and suggested that something monumental 
was taking shape across North Africa and the Middle East: 
something historic. However for most of us reading this 
article, this is happening thousands of kilometers away from 
the safety of our shores, so where does it leave us as the 
Church in Australia and the West in general? 

How do we as concerned Christians respond? 

Is God clearly answering the prayers of the saints, unseating 
principalities and tearing down strongholds? Are we 
witnessing a shift that will usher in the ultimate fulfi lment 
of Isaiah’s prophetic word written in chapter 19:23-25 
concerning a ‘righteous worshipping highway’, one that 
God seeks to build between the families of Isaac Ishmael 
and the sons of Keturah? Is His answer to bless, through 
this ‘Isaiah Companionship’, all the families of the earth 
beginning to take shape?  

As I, and a number of others, began working in harmony 
with God’s prophetic agenda for this region, this state of 
‘Abrahamic blessedness’ – this end-time companionship 
of Isaiah 19, became a mind-blowing revelation to us. That 
God, in His infi nite wisdom, had chosen as part of His divine 
end-time purpose, to bless all peoples... the entire earth, 
through the coming together of the three generational lines 
of Abraham’s household; this Isaiah Companionship. From 
my reading of this passage and others, it is God’s strategy for 
them to be joined together by a special highway: a highway 
of holiness (Isaiah 35:8). This tri-national (Egypt, Assyria 
and Israel) end-time prophetic revelation spoken of by Isaiah 
is yet to be fulfi lled. It may yet come as a result of more 
upheaval, internal division and confl ict or through all-out 
war. Verses 16, 17 and 22 of Isaiah 19 says that the Lord’s 
hand will be raised against Egypt, He will strike her, but for a 

time, and they will respond to Him and then He we will heal 
her... knowledge and worship will fl ow freely into the heart 
of Egypt and beyond its borders. Now, whatever way this is 
ushered in, we can be assured, ‘there will be an altar set up 
in the heart of Egypt...’ (v. 19) and this will be a place where 
the ‘Isaiah Companionship’ will gather together in worship 
of Jesus, Yeshua, the Son of the most-high God! With the 
current turmoil and tensions occurring across this region, 
including the long-time tensions between Jews, Muslims and 
Christians, it is vitally important that as Christians, we keep 
our focus on heaven’s agenda, and God’s prophetic purpose – 
to bless all of Abraham’s offspring. 

God is, what you might term, a great multi-tasker! In that, 
as He’s returning the Jewish people from the four corners 

of the earth to their ancient land, He’s also preparing His 
Bride, His Church in the nations. As Christians we long 
for a spiritual return to the Lord and the true face of His 
salvation for all peoples. Could it be in God’s plan that our 
fi nest hour will be when Israel is restored nationally and 
spiritually to the Lord at the Second Coming of Christ? 
It would be ever so easy to develop a kind of spiritual 
short sightedness in this hour, and not recognize the wider 
implications of a nation being (re) born in a day as predicted 
in Isaiah 66:7-8 on May 14th 1948. As the worldwide 
Church, it is not a time to bury our head in the sand or 
to shrink from this miraculous reality as though our own 
interests will be overshadowed if we somehow recognize or 
agree with these developments. Neither do we have to alter 
our ‘Christo-centric’ theology in order to accommodate 
such a position.  It’s time to see this from our Isaiah 
Companionship perspective and rejoice with them as they 
search for the true Messiah, along with the other households 
of Abraham and the nations. 

An embryo of this Isaiah Companionship became a reality 
in May, as I joined representatives from across the region. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ committed, as I am, in seeing 
this Isaiah Highway become a reality. We met in Jerusalem 
in the context of prayer, worship, testimony and exhortation 

from Scripture from those working along this highway. 
Called, At the Crossroads and hosted by Christ Church 
Jerusalem, our gathering was framed around the prophetic 
revelation of Isaiah 19:23-35. This photo is from one of our 
sweet times of worship where the Lord’s presence was most 
tangible as we worshiped in multiple languages together, 
singing freely in Hebrew, Arabic, Turkish, Farsi, Kurdish, 
Armenian and English. 

It’s time! – Time for genuine spiritual and societal 
transformation to take place. Now is our time to stand with 
our brothers and sisters within this region. On the ground 
this is an incredibly unstable situation yet our confi dence and 
hope is not in the politics of the moment nor worldly systems. 
We have the certainty of God’s Word that, “...through the 
church the manifold wisdom of God should be made known to 
the rulers and authorities in the heavenly realms according to 
His eternal purpose.” (Ephesians 3:10 NIV) 

A key nation in seeing this Isaiah Companionship become 
a reality is the nation of Egypt. There are around 12 to 15 
million Christians in Egypt – 90% are Coptic and 10% are 
mostly Evangelical. Approximately 47% of all Christians 
in the Arab World live in Egypt. God has kept alive through 
centuries of hardship, trial and persecution, the seed of the 
Gospel in the heart of this nation for ‘such a time as this’. 
Unless we understand the spiritual connotations of what is 
taking place and the strategic implications of this reality, 
we will completely miss it altogether. Into this mix we need 
to add the changing face of Islam that’s emerging across 
the region. As I travel in these parts, I increasingly hear 
testimonies of how Muslims are coming to Christ through 
personal contact with loving followers of Jesus, answers to 
prayer, supernatural healings and sovereign encounters with 
Jesus. As part of my commitment to this, Isaiah revelation, 
we have at the request of the Egyptian church, taken teams 
of Australian pastors to run annual pastors and leaders 
conference for around 600+ leaders; this is our sixth year.

As part of this growing kingdom awareness and my 
commitment in seeing God’s divine purpose come to pass 
according to Isaiah 19 and 62:10 … “Pass through … 
prepare the way … build up the highway...” I will lead a 
strategic prayer team in September along this prophetic 
Highway of worship and righteousness. This time to the 
regions of Armenia and South East Turkey, the ancient lands 
of the Assyrian empire and the region of Haran: Abraham’s 
territory. Over the coming years I will put in place 
initiatives that will enable people to better understand and 
rub shoulders with the ‘living stones’ called to work out this 
‘Isaiah Companionship’. Look out for our, Isaiah Highway 
Tours ... ‘Understanding the Past ... Meeting the Present ... 
Shaping the Future.’ Contact us at: www.chiministries.com 
ask to receive our newsletter.

In this hour let us pray that His church will stand like Esther 
did, for ‘such a time as this’.  

Ps Ben F. Gray
Apostolic Leader & Founder: 
CHI-Ministries | Speaker 
Author | Consultant  |  Publisher

Apostolic Oversight & Founder: 
Australian Prayer Network 

www.ausprayernet.org.au
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Gibraltar to Jerusalem Prayer Journey and the Isaiah Highway (Part 2)
Special leaders gathering from across the Isaiah 19 highway called at The Crossroads

Ben Gray, speaking at his annual leaders gathering 
in a Desert Prayer Centre in Egypt.

Praying on the highway at an old Christian site.
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‘A Ray of Light’ as Bnei Menashe Return from India
By Michael Freund, Chairman, Shavei Israel

_____________________________
43 Jews from India arrive, 
bringing the years total to a 
record 410. MK Lipman: 'the 
arrival should remind us of the 
special times we live in.’_____________________________

Forty-three Bnei Menashe Jewish 
immigrants from India arrived in Israel on 
Thursday morning, bringing the total 
number of Bnei Menashe brought in to 
Israel this year to 410, the most ever 
recorded.

Bnei Menashe, who hail from the 
northeastern Indian state of Manipur, are 
thought to be the descendants of the tribe of 
Menashe, one of the Ten Lost Tribes of 
Israel exiled over 2,700 years ago. The 
organization Shavei Israel, lead by Michael 
Freund, has brought roughly 2,400 of the 
Jewish community back to Israel, with 
another 7,000 still waiting in India.

"It is so moving to see the Lost Tribe of 
Bnei Menashe returning to Zion and 
rejoining the people of Israel," said Freund, 
who was recently awarded the Moskowitz 
Prize for Zionism. "After 2,700 years, the 
Bnei Menashe are returning to our people 
and our land, and we won't stop until all the 
remaining 7,000 community members still 
in India are able to come here."

The Knesset decided last October to 
task Shavei Israel with bringing 900 Bnei 
Menashe to Israel by 2015.

Bnei Menashe community chairman 
Yochanan Phaltual arrived along with the 
new group of ohm (immigrants) on 
Thursday, saying, "This is a great day for 
me and my family, and for all of the Bnei 
Menashe."

"It is a dream come true, the dream of 
our forefathers, and we thank God that we 
have come home," added Phaltual, who was 
reunited with his father and siblings in 
Israel.

Among the new arrivals was Edna, a 
young woman who had not seen her fiancé, 

Gamliel, in 7 years. We brought Gamliel to 
Israel back in 2007, but then the Israeli 
government froze the Bnei Menashe 
Aliyah, which was only renewed recently. 
Gamliel was so moved by the experience 
(as was I!) that he told me he felt like our 
forefather Jacob who had to wait for 7 years 
to marry his beloved Rachel!

Joining Freund in welcoming the new 
immigrants was MK Dov Lipman (Yesh 
Atid), who remarked on how moving it was 
to see the new arrivals in these times of 
tension, after three Israeli teens were 
abducted by Hamas terrorists last Thursday.

"The arrival of the Bnei Menashe this 
morning is a ray of light in these dark days. 
I could not control my tears as I watched 
each of the them kiss the huge mezuzah in 
the arrivals hall with tremendous fervor and 
joy," noted Lipman. "Hearing them sing 
'V'Shavu Banim Ligvulam' (’The Children 
Have Returned to their Borders') reminded 
me of the special times in which we live."

"All of us are struggling in these 
difficult days and praying for the safe return 

of our three boys and all our soldiers. The 
arrival of this group this morning - a group 
that for thousands of years dreamed of 
returning to Israel with full belief that it 
would happen - should remind us all of our 
strength and the special times in which we 
live," concluded the MK.

The arrival of the immigrants was 
attended by Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister's Office, Mr. Ofir Akunis and 
Member of Knesset,Rabbi Dov Lipman. It 
was a very moving reunion of families and 
relatives who hadn't seen each other in 10 
or even 15 years.
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Edna & Gamliel together again after 7 years

The International President of Christians 
for Israel Rev. Willem J. J. Glashouwer has 
been with us in Ghana and Cote d'Ivoire for 
a Christians for Israel meeting from June 18 
through 24, 2014.

Rev. Willem arrived in Accra June 18, 
slept over in Accra and flew to Takoradi the 
next day for the meeting there. The meeting 
began in Takoradi on June 19 at 11.30 am 
with about 70 pastors and church workers 
participating. Each participant received 
copies of Why Israel? and Why End Times? 
donated by Christians for Israel Nigeria to 
assist the work within the region. Rev. 
Willem spoke for one hour each session 
three times a day. He spoke for two full 
days and half-day on June 21, followed by a 
fundraising to support the Jews at home in 
Israel project. The Ghanaian conference 
ended June 21 with the presentation of the 
personally signed certificate of participation 
to the 70 participants.

Thanks go to our able leader of Christians 
for Israel in Ghana Rev. Paul Anane!

Rev. Willem flew back to Accra for a 
lay-over so he could catch up with his flight 
to Abidjan in Cote d'Ivoire for the two days 
conference there on 23 and 24 June.

Rev. Willem was received at the airport 
in Abidjan by the Christians for Israel 
brethren there. Cote d'Ivoire is a French 
speaking country and all the brethren with 
him at the airport spoke French. But two of 
these brethren do understand English and 
could communicate very well with us. The 
leader of Christians for Israel in Cote 
d'Ivoire (Apostle Doumourou) neither 
speaks nor understands English but is 
literate in French.

The meeting in Abidjan was held in a 
beach cabin hotel which was an improvised 
arrangement two days before the 
conference, after the organizers lost the 
initial venue of the meeting for which they 

had already paid government personnel.
However, the meeting was a huge 

success with more than 80 pastors from 
difference churches in attendance. Rev. 
Willem spoke twice each day with the help 
of a good French interpreter. The 
participants each had a French version of 
Why Israel? donated by Christians for 
Israel, Nigeria. All the participants received 
a personally signed certificate of 
participation at the end of the conference on 
June 24. They request that Rev. Willem 
return to Abidjan for a bigger conference.

It seems the French territories are 
hungry for this teaching as there was 
absolute openness among the participants 
while the Rev. Willem carefully explained 
the connection between Israel and the 
church, the Covenants of God with Israel, 
and the blindness of the church towards 
Israel. Most Ivorian Christians have been 
trained to believe that the Church/Gentiles 

is the "spiritual" or "new" Israel replacing 
Israel as God's people - so they were 
completely astonished by Willem's clear 
Biblical exegesis on this matter.

There is much work to be done in 
French-speaking Africa. With God's help, 
much creativity and the support of our 
friends in the West, we hope to bring new 
understanding into the churches in this vast 
continent.

Christians for Israel Regional Conference - West/Central Africa
By Bishop Brother Elemi Samson, Christians for Israel, West/Central Africa Coordinator

Pro-Israel Rally in Amsterdam 

On July 17, Christians for Israel  
organised a Rally on the Dam square in 
Amsterdam, in support of Israel. 1200 
people attended the event, attracting 
significant media attention. It was 

organised together with the Centre for 
Israel Documentation and Information 
(CIDI). Speakers included former EU 
Commissioner Frits Bolkestein. 

Christians for Israel (Holland) Director 

Roger van Oordt said, “We are standing 
here today because we are not prepared to 
tolerate that Israel is being attacked by her 
enemies. We are standing here because the 
Jewish people have the right to live in 

peace and security. We call on the people 
of the Netherlands to support Israel in her 
fight against terrorism. We urge you to 
protect our fellow Jewish citizens against 
anti-Semitism".
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Global Prayer Call 2015 (GPC) & 
Christians for Israel International
By Harald Eckert, Chairman Christians for Israel International

Christians for Israel International 
together with Ebenezer/Operation 
Exodus International (an Alijah 
ministry) and the European Coalition for 
Israel have launched a unique global 
prayer initiative for the 100 days between 
January 27 and May 8, 2015. 

January 27, 2015 marks the 70th 
anniversary of the deliverance of 
Auschwitz Concentration Camp in 
January 1945 (today: global Holocaust 
memorial day) and May 8, 2015 marks 
the 70th anniversary of the end of World 
War II in Europa which was the end of 
the Holocaust. Today, Israel as a nation is 
threatened by powerful anti-Semitic 
nations and forces on a global scale quite 
similar to the way Jews in Europe have 
been threatened 70 and more years ago 
from Nazi-Germany and their allies in 
Europe. 70 years ago most of the church 
was asleep. And today….?

GPC: A call for prayerful action and 
action-filled prayer

Christians for Israel International is 
encouraging all its friends and partners 
around the world, to inform themselves 
about this prayer call and see, how you can 
get active and involve yourselves and others 
in that prayer movement. If you want, you 
can take the following steps: 
1.  If you are interested in the biblical and 

historic background of this call, please 
make sure you read the book “Israel, 
the nations and the valley of 
decision”. It can be obtained as an E-
book or PDF free of charge via the 
GPC-website www.100-days.eu. If you 
find the book helpful, please make 

others aware of it. Willem, Andrew and 
I myself contributed to this book, 
amongst others.

2.  Please be aware of the two global GPC-
conferences in 2015: 

 a) In Krakow/Auschwitz (Poland) from 
January 25-29 and;

 b) In Jerusalem from May 10-14, 2015. 
You will find more information on the 
GPC website within the next few weeks.

3.  As far as the Jerusalem conference is 
concerned, some of you will receive 
information from Andrew that right 
before the GPC Conference there will be 
our Christians for Israel International 
Forum. Both are connected for a 
purpose.

4.  For all of you, Willem, Andrew and I are 
encouraging you to consider bringing a 
tour group from your nation to the 
GPC-conference in connection with a 
tour in Israel following the conference. 
Our tour-operator, Keshet (Moshe 
Gabay, Marnix van Ede), tells us that 
with a group of 20 or more people, the 
tour leader will have no costs for flight 
and hotel - for the GPC Conference, for 
the whole tour AND (this is a special 
deal!) of the Christians for Israel 
International Forum from May 6-10. 
Please contact Marnix and/or Moshe for 
details: marnix@keshetisrael.co.il

5.  Please note that January 27 and May 8 
(9 for CIS), will be Global Days of 
Prayer. Many nations will call for 
special prayer events on those days. You 
will find more information in the GPC-
newsletter and on the GPC-website.

Prayer
Call 2015
100 DAYS | 27.1.- 8.5.

6 prayer topics  
for Israel

Harald Eckert (Christians for Israel)

In the Bible, Israel is called the “apple of God’s eye” 
(Zech. 2:8), His “firstborn son”(Exod. 4:22, Hos. 11:1), 
His “wife” (Isa. 54:5-6). In the New Testament,God 
calls Israel “beloved for the father’s sake” and a 
people whose gifts and callings will never be rejected 
or disregarded by God:

“As far as the gospel is concerned, they are 
enemies for your sake; but as far as election is 
concerned, they are loved on account of the 
patriarchs ...” (Rom. 11:28-29).

Yes, at times Israel has gone astray and God has had 
to discipline them,just as He foretold in Deuteronomy 
28 and confirmed through many of His prophets. The 
nearly two millennia of diaspora between the first and 
the twentieth centuries was an expression of that 
discipline. But with the return of the Jews to the 
Promised Land, the history and the fate of the Jewish 
people has changed dramatically – forever: God is 
restoring His favor to Zion (Ps. 102:13). He is restoring 
His people. He is beginning to fulfill His promises – all 
His good promises! As all the Old Testament prophets 
have foretold, and as Jesus himself has confirmed:

“For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of 
the Jews on behalf of God’s truth, so that the 
promises made to the patriarchs might be 
confirmed” (Rom. 15:8).

Living in these “times of restoration” (Acts 3:19-21), we 
as Christians worldwide are called to rejoice in God’s 
work of Israel’s restoration and to pray for Israel and 
the Jewish people in the spirit of God’s love, God’s 
favor and God’s wonderful promises for His people. In 
this brief guideline, I would like to point out six biblical 
topics for prayer and intercession regarding Israel and 
then add one more very important topic – the 6 + 1 – 
also relating to Israel, but from a significantly different 
angle.

Thanking God for Israel!

-

-

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 1

It is always good to start our prayers and intercession with 
thanksgiving. As far as Israel is concerned, there is a lot to 
thank God for. In Romans 11:17-18 Israel is called the root 
of the olive tree which we as gentile believers have been 
grafted into. Romans 9:4-5 explains more explicitly what 
that root is through the revelations and redemptive acts of 
God given specifically to the Jewish people and to Israel. 
This has now become our root as well, our foundation and 
our anchor as the church of Jesus Christ throughout the 
ages, in every nation.

“... the people of Israel. Theirs is the adoption to sonship; 
theirs the divine glory, the covenants, the receiving of the 
law, the temple worship and the promises. Theirs are the 
patriarchs, and from them is traced the human ancestry 
of the Messiah, who is God over all, forever praised! 
Amen” (Rom. 9:4-5).

In addition to those “gifts and callings” (Rom. 11:29) to the 
Jewish people, into which we have been “grafted”, the 
world and the church have received even more blessings 
from the Jewish people. The majority of the Bible (Old and 
New Testament) was written by Jewish authors. The 
concept of the 7-day-week with one day of rest came from 
the Jewish people. The Ten Commandments. The twelve 
apostles. The early church in Israel. All Jewish – exclusively 
Jewish! Our foundation! Our roots! What an inheritance! 
What a wealth of revelation and spiritual enrichment for 
which we, the global church of Jesus, can be very grateful!

Praying for humility in the church
concerning the Jewish people

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 2

Romans 11 contains the deepest truths and insights in 
all of the New Testament concerning Jewish-Christian 
relations. Paul talks about the relationship between the 
Jewish “remnant” and Jewish “All Israel”. He talks about 
the role of the global church to be an example of God’s 
mercies and love towards the Jewish people. He talks 
about first bringing the “fullness of the Gentiles” into the 
Kingdom before saving all Israel. And he talks about the 
danger of the church becoming arrogant against that 
part of the Jewish people which has not come to faith in 
Christ:

“... do not consider yourself to be superior to those 
other branches. If you do, consider this: You do not 
support the root, but the root supports you. You will 
say then, ‘Branches were broken off so that I could be 
grafted in.’ Granted. But they were broken off 
because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. Do not be 
arrogant, but tremble. For if God did not spare the 
natural branches, he will not spare you either”   
(Rom. 11:18-21).

It is probably the greatest tragedy in church history that 
for centuries the church of Jesus, especially in Europe, 
did not heed this warning of the apostle Paul. The 
common teaching then was that God had forever 
rejected the Jewish people – removing his love and 
callings from them because they had rejected Christ and 
the Gospel. Therefore, at various times in history, the 
Church rose up in arrogant pride against the Jewish 
people. They were cruelly persecuted and hundreds of 
thousands were killed, especially during medieval times. 
Without these massive expressions of Christian anti-
Semitism in Church history, the Holocaust of World War 
II in Europe, which cost the lives of 6 million Jewish 
people, could not have happened. 

For God, this is of deep concern. The church will not, 
indeed cannot, be the beautiful bride of Christ awaiting 
the return of her bridegroom, Jesus, unless she has 
repented, turned from her ways, and moved from a spirit 
of reproachful arrogance toward the Jewish people to a 
spirit of gratitude, humility and love towards them. May 
God give us grace to pray for exactly this to happen, and 
may He open our own hearts to receive that spirit of love 
by His great mercy according to Rom. 11:30ff.

Praying for the church to become a source
of deep comfort for the Jewish people

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 3

It is out of this gratitude and out of this humble compassion 
that we can pray for a third thing: That the global church of 
Jesus may become an abundant source of comfort for the 
Jewish people worldwide and for the people of Israel in 
particular. The Bible gives Christians a very powerful calling 
and mandate to do exactly that:

“Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem, and proclaim to her that her hard 
service has been completed, that her sin has been paid 
for, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for 
all her sins” (Isa. 40:1-2).

Here, the spirit of God is speaking to a people which is 
obviously NOT the Jewish people. He is calling for a people 
who is to comfort the Jewish people, a people who should 
speak God’s love and encouragement into their souls, who 
should speak God’s favor to them – and especially to those, 
who live in Jerusalem. This is a word to the church for our 
time. The time in which Jewish people from around the world 
are being re-gathered by God to their ancient homeland. 
The time in which Jerusalem is being restored as the Jewish 
capital of a Jewish Israel.

After the tragedy of the Holocaust just 70 years ago, 
“Comfort , comfort my people…” has become a word of 
commissioning for millions of Christians and hundreds of 
Christian ministries around the world. It was the cornerstone 
of Christians for Israel and its founders. It remains our 
cornerstone to this day. Let us pray that the global church of 
Jesus will be touched and transformed by the love of Jesus 
for his own people as expressed in these words: “Comfort, 
comfort my people…”.

Pray for the peace and the glory of Jerusalem

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 5

In Psalm 122:6 we are encouraged to pray for the peace of 
God’s holy city and the “city of the great king” – for 
Jerusalem:

“Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: May those who love 
you be secure” (Ps. 122:6).

At the same time the Bible tells us that a permanent and 
stable peace will only come when the “prince of peace” has 
returned to his own city. Then Jerusalem will come into the 
fullness of all the promises which God has given it – into its 
full glory. But in order for this to happen, millions of prayerful 
watchmen are called to “remind” God by way of intercession 
of these biblical promises:

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, for Jerusalem’s 
sake I will not remain quiet, till her vindication shines out 
like the dawn, her salvation like a blazing torch. The 
nations will see your vindication, and all kings your glory; 
you will be called by a new name that the mouth of the 
Lord will bestow ... I have posted watchmen on your 
walls, Jerusalem; they will never be silent day or night. 
You who call on the Lord, give yourselves no rest, and 
give him no rest till he establishes Jerusalem and makes 
her the praise of the earth” (Isa. 62:1-2+6-7).

Jerusalem will be the central focus of the end-time conflicts 
before the Lord Himself returns to the Mount of Olives, east 
of the Old City of Jerusalem, as foretold:

“On that day his feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, 
east of Jerusalem …” (Zech.14:4a).

Therefore, Jerusalem indeed deserves our highest level of 
attention in prayer and intercession.

Pray for the salvation of “all Israel”

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 6

The calling of Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) was the beginning of 
God’s redemptive history with and through the Jewish 
people. The salvation of all Israel after the fulfillment of the 
“Great Commission” will be the climax of this era of mankind:

“I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, brothers 
and sisters, so that you may not be conceited: Israel has 
experienced a hardening in part until the full number of 
the Gentiles has come in, and in this way all Israel will be 
saved. As it is written: ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; 
he will turn godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins’”     
(Rom. 11:25-27).

It is amazing and revealing to recognize that the fulfilment of 
the call of Jesus to preach the Gospel of the Kingdom to all 
the earth is intertwined with Paul’s revelation here. After the 
full number of the Gentiles has come in, the Jewish people 
will be saved on a corporate, national level, just as the 
prophets of old foretold, like those mentioned by Paul in 
Rom. 11:27. In Zechariah we read:

“And I will pour out on the house of David and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and 
supplication. They will look on me, the one they have 
pierced, and they will mourn for him as one mourns for an 
only child, and grieve bitterly for him as one grieves for a 
firstborn son” (Zech. 12:10).

In the middle of the end-time battle for Jerusalem, the Holy 
Spirit will be poured out over Israel. The Holy Spirit will come 
as a spirit of prayer. All Israel will realize that only God can 
help them. Only God’s grace can save them – physically and 
spiritually. And at that moment the “veil” will be lifted from 
them – and they will “see” the crucified one. Their hearts will 
be pierced – as the hearts of the brothers of Joseph were 
pierced when they suddenly realized that Josef was not a 
foreign despot, but their brother, their own flesh and blood... 
As the hearts of the three thousand on the day of Pentecost 
were pierced when they suddenly realized that the man their 
leaders gave over to the Romans to be crucified was indeed 
the Messiah their prophets had foretold. “All Israel” will thus 
be turned by God’s revelation to repentance, to prayer and 
to supplication (Zech. 12:10). It will not take long after that 
for Jesus to return and set His feet again on the mount of 
Olives (Zech. 14:4). 

In summary, we can see: Praying for the fulfilment of the 
great commission, for the salvation of all Israel and for the 
return of the Lord are deeply interwoven and are in complete 
agreement with the will of God as revealed in the Bible. 
Taken together, they express the redemptive plans and 
purposes of God for our time and generation.  “Amen. Come 
Lord Jesus!” (Rev. 22:20b)

Pray for the restoration of Israel

PRAYER TOPIC NO. 4

As the spirit of the Lord is drawing the Jewish people back home to Israel from all four corners of the earth, it is our privilege and our 
joy as Christians to pray for this historic movement and – where the Lord allows us – to even participate in it. As Christians for Israel 
helping Jewish people immigrate to Israel is one of our highest priorities and it is our joy to be able to work together with other 
Christian ministries such as Ebenezer, Operation Exodus International and others to assist in the process. 

Please pray for this great work according to the Word of the Lord:

“I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt. Again you will take up your timbrels and go out to dance with the 
joyful. Again you will plant vineyards on the hills of Samaria; the farmers will plant them and enjoy their fruit. There will be a day 
when watchmen cry out on the hills of Ephraim, ‘Come, let us go up to Zion, to the Lord our God.’ ... See, I will bring them from 
the land of the north and gather them from the ends of the earth. Among them will be the blind and the lame, expectant mothers 
and women in labor; a great throng will return” (Jer. 31,4-6+8).
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Meeting with Nathan Sharansky 
By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

In mid-July 2014 a delegation of 
Christians for Israel International (Willem 
Glashouwer, Andrew Tucker, Koen Carlier 
and Marnix van Ede) met in Jerusalem with 
Nathan Sharansky, Chairman of the 
Executive of the Jewish Agency For Israel, 
and senior JAFI staff. The fascinating and 
lengthy meeting was another important step 
in Christians for Israel’s growing 
partnership with the Jewish Agency. 

The Jewish Agency was established in 
1929, and is charged with the task of 
facilitating the return of the Jewish people 
to Israel and the integration of new 
immigrants in the land. Over the past years, 
Christians for Israel in Ukraine has assisted 
over 100,000 Jews to make aliyah. A major 
focus has been the Ukraine, where we have 
jointly financed aliyah seminars throughout 
the country, and helped hundreds of 
Ukrainian Jews by bringing them to the 
Israeli consulate and ultimately to the 
airport. Christians for Israel and JAFI 
leaders both in Ukraine and Jerusalem are 
in daily contact. As tensions in Ukraine 
increase, we are keen to intensify our 
efforts to assist the Jewish people in 
Ukraine and other former Soviet Union 
countries to emigrate (make aliyah) to 
Israel. 

Born and raised in Donetsk (currently 
Ukraine) Sharansky was one of the most 
famous leaders of the Soviet “refuseniks” – 
mainly Jewish intellectuals who were 
refused permission to leave the Soviet 
Union in the Cold War years. Following his 
arrest, conviction and subsequent 
imprisonment in Siberia for treason, he 
became the subject of an international 
campaign for his release. His wife Avital 
fought incessantly on his behalf. Many 
Christians protested actively throughout the 
Western world on behalf of Sharansky – 
including leading Dutch Christians like 

Christians for Israel founder Karel van 
Oordt and pioneer Pieter Benard, who led 
demonstrations in The Hague for 
Sharansky’s release. Sharansky was finally 
given permission to emigrate to Israel in 
1987. He became a well-known author and 
human rights activist and politician 
(becoming Minister of the Israeli Cabinet 
from 1996-2000 and 2003-2005). He 
continued to promote the idea that freedom 
and democracy are essential for peace and 
security. 

_____________________________
Sharansky resigned from the 
Sharon cabinet in 2005 in protest 
against the plans to withdraw 
from Gaza, which he referred to - 
in hindsight with prophetic 
precision - as “a tragic mistake 
that will exacerbate the conflict 
with the Palestinians, increase 
terrorism, and dim the prospects 
of forging a genuine peace”._____________________________ 

He has been Chairman of the executive of 
the Jewish Agency since 2009, where he 
has revolutionized the Agency’s approach 
to aliyah, emphasizing the need for 
education of Jews in the diaspora. 

 Christians for Israel believes that it is 
time to intensify Jewish-Christian co-
operation worldwide, to enable the Jewish 
people to come home in even greater 
numbers, and to be settled and integrated 
into Israeli society in the land. Our co-
operation in the Ukraine is a model for how 
we could work more closely together in 
other nations. 

During the meeting, we shared our joint 
concerns about the increase of anti-
semitism in Europe. The brutal, unexpected 
murder of two Israeli Jews in Brussels in 

late May shook the continent. The success 
of the right-wing parties – many espousing 
anti-Semitic attitudes - in the recent 
European Parliament elections is another 
cause for concern. We are witnessing 
increased aliyah across Europe, including 
from France. On the day of our meeting, a 
flight with 400 new French olim arrived in 
Tel Aviv.  

Sharansky recounted that in his recent 
visit to France, he sensed a deep concern in 
many parts of society that that the rise in 
anti-Semitism is a sign of the collapse of 
European civilization as we know it. Not 
only is the future of the Jewish people in 
Europe under threat, Europe as a 
democratic society based on freedom and 
respect for minorities is in doubt. 

JAFI’s leaders expressed their 
appreciation for the support of Christians 
for Israel. “Without your support for, the 

First Home in the Homeland program it 
would have been closed. Christians for 
Israel is a vital partner for the Jewish 
Agency in the former Soviet Union. You 
cannot appreciate how thankful we are”, 
said Yehuda Sharf, Director of Aliyah, 
Absorption and Special Operations. 

We have agreed to focus our support for 
JAFI’s work in the former Soviet Union in 
the following areas in the coming period: 
1. Continued practical and humanitarian 

assistance to Jewish communities in 
Ukraine. 

2. Crisis assistance to Jewish refugees in 
Ukraine. 

3. Expand education programs, including 
“aliyah seminars”.  

4. Support for integration programs in 
Israel for new olim, including the First 
Home in the Homeland program. 

Andrew Tucker, Marnix van Ede, Willem, Glashouwer, 
Nathan Sharansky and Koen Carlier

Dear Friends,

Things move quickly here in Israel. 
Last week, I joined more than 100,000 people attending the funerals of Eyal Yifrah, Gil-Ad Shaer, and 
Naftali Fraenkel, the three Jewish boys murdered by terrorists in Gush Etzion.

A few hours later, I was on a plane to Paris to participate in a farewell ceremony for the 1,500 French 
Jews who are in the midst of intense final preparations ahead of their Aliyah this summer. I must say that 
it was exciting to see our delegation in France in action - we now have 37 staff people in both France and Israel working long hours to handle the overwhelming interest in Aliyah amongst 
French Jewry. Aliyah information sessions take place multiple times a week in Paris and thousands of people are currently undergoing the Aliyah process.

I landed in Israel as the news broke that several Jews had been arrested as suspects in the murder of Muhammad Abu Khdeir, the Arab boy from East Jerusalem, and just as the rocket 
fire from Gaza started intensifying.

Right now, we are in the midst of intense fighting and millions of Israelis across the country are now in the line of rocket fire. As in previous rounds of fighting, The Jewish Agency 
and its various programs are first responders to the situation as it develops, working hand-in-hand with the National Emergency Authority and other local and national bodies. All bomb 
shelters in Sderot and many others across the south were constructed by our housing subsidiary Amigour, and several lives have already been saved during the first 48 hours of the 
fighting due to their existence - in one case, a house sustained a direct hit, but the family emerged unscathed because they had taken refuge in their Amigour-constructed shelter. Amigour 
has also been tasked with repairing all property damaged by rocket fire. Our Fund for the Victims of Terror has extended assistance to the families of both the three murdered Jewish 
boys and the murdered Arab boy, and has provided immediate emergency aid to dozens of families whose homes in the south, in the Tel Aviv area, and now on the outskirts of Jerusalem 
have been damaged by rockets. Our employees have been the first on the scene after rocket attacks, ensuring that the victims, most immediate needs are addressed. Our 
Partnership2Gether directors throughout the south are in constant contact with local authorities to assess local needs and respond as necessary. As the scope of the rocket fire has 
expanded, more and more olim are within rocket range, and numerous Jewish Agency absorption centers, old age homes, and youth villages are now under threat. We have taken care to 
ensure that the olim are familiar with safety procedures and have access to shelters wherever they are needed. Likewise, thousands of participants in Masa Israel Journey, Onward 
Israel, and other Jewish Agency programs are currently in Israel, and we are ensuring that they are safe and protected during their time here, in close consultation with the authorities. 
Finally, in the days ahead, we expect that there will be a need to provide tens of thousands of children from the affected areas with respite activities. During Operation Pillar of Defense in 
2012, we took 35,000 children for a week of activities outside the line of fire. We expect that the need for these activities will only grow and we will be working with the relevant 
authorities to determine their needs in the coming days.

All this stems from our shared sense of collective responsibility, and all of it is made possible by the close cooperation and immediate response of our partners in the Jewish 
Federations of North America, Keren Hayesod-UIA, and the World Zionist Organization. Tomorrow I will be going down south to see our activities and the situation on the ground 
firsthand. I will come back to you with additional updates in the coming days. 

I am certain that you join me in hoping for besorot tovot - better news in the days ahead.

Natan Sharansky
Chairman of the Executive

Securing the
Jewish Future for

Generations
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Czech President Zeman Refuses to Apologise for Quote 
By Joshua Levitt, Senior Correspondent for The Algemeiner

Czech President Miloš Zeman, via his 
spokesman, stood by a speech made at the 
Israeli Embassy in Prague, where he quoted 
the Koran calling for Muslims to kill Jews, 
refusing to retract what he said or apologise 
for quoting from the holy book.

Czech media reported spokesman Jiří 
Ovčáček’s statement saying that Zeman 
would not be apologizing for his statements 
in which he linked Islamic ideology with 
violence.“President Zeman definitely does 
not intend to apologise,” the spokesman 
said. “For the president would consider it 
blasphemy to apologise for the quotation of 
a sacred Islamic text.”

Iyad Ameen Madani, Secretary General 
of the Organization of Islamic Cooperation, 
issued a statement condemning Zeman’s 
speech, saying, “It is only appropriate that 
President Milōs Zeman apologizes to the 
millions of Muslims worldwide for his 
deeply offensive and hateful anti Islam 
statements.”

In the OIC’s statement, it said, “The 
Secretary General reiterated that Islam is a 
religion of peace and tolerance and that 
terrorism should not be equated to any race 
or religion; a stance upheld by all major UN 

texts on the subject of countering terrorism. 
He added that the OIC countries share a 
profound respect for all religions and 
condemn any message of hatred and 
intolerance.”

The criticism of Islam in Zeman’s 
speech was widely reported, as he reflected 
on the Brussels Jewish Museum shooter, 
with the primary suspect now believed to be 
an ISIS soldier, the French Islamist Mehdi 
Nemmouche. But many newspapers left out 
the actual quotes from the Hadiths of 
Mohammed and the Hamas charter Zeman 
used in his speech, something he may have 
expected on the grounds of “political 
correctness,” which he mentioned, 
suggesting that the phrase is now a 
“euphemism for political cowardice.”

Zeman said: “There are states with 
whom we share the same values, such as 
the political horizon of free elections or a 
free market economy. However, no one 
threatens these states with wiping them off 
the map. No one fires at their border towns; 
no one wishes that their citizens would 
leave their country. There is a term, 
political correctness. This term I consider to 
be a euphemism for political cowardice. 

Therefore, let me not be cowardly.
There are dozens of days of 

independence being celebrated every year 
in the Czech Republic. Some I may attend, 
others I cannot. There is one I can never 
miss, however: it’s the Israeli Independence 
Day.

There was a hideous assassination in the 
flower of Europe in the heart of European 
Union in a Jewish museum in Brussels. I 
will not let myself be calmed down by the 
declaration that there are only tiny fringe 
groups behind it. On the contrary, I am 
convinced that this xenophobia, and let’s 
call it racism or antisemitism, emerges from 
the very essence of the ideology these 
groups subscribe to.

So let me quote one of their sacred texts 
to support this statement: ‘A tree says, there 
is a Jew behind me, come and kill him. A 
stone says, there is a Jew behind me, come 
and kill him.’

I would criticize those calling for the 
killing of Arabs, but I do not know of any 
movement calling for mass murdering of 
Arabs. However, I know of one anti-
civilization movement calling for the mass 
murder of Jews.

After all, one of the paragraphs of the 
statutes of Hamas says: ‘Kill every Jew you 
see.’ Do we really want to pretend that this 
is an extreme viewpoint? Do we really want 
to be politically correct and say that 
everyone is nice and only a small group of 
extremists and fundamentalists is 
committing such crimes?”

Blogger Gates of Vienna, who flagged 
the spokesman’s statement on Thursday, 
said “As far as I am aware, Miloš Zeman is 
the first Western head of state ever to tell 
the OIC to go jump in a lake. So this is an 
historic occasion.”

Czech President Miloš Zeman
Photo: David Sedlecký, WikiCommons

The Shalom Jerusalem Festival 2014 
(Korean Christian Shalom Jerusalem) was 
organized in New York & Washington D.C 
from 9th June to 13th June 2014. This 
festival was initiated by KCSJ in 2013. It is 
the second time this event was held in USA.

The primary focus of the festival was 
delivering a ‘Proclamation of repentance 
and hope’ - an apologetic message to the 
Jewish people on behalf of Korean 
Christians, for the suffering Christians have 
caused Jews throughout history.

The festival was organized in 
accordance with traditional Korean 
programs. There was a positive turnout by 
the Jewish community - Rabbis, Jewish 
leaders and even members of the Israel 
Embassy were all present at the festival. 
The main theme of the festival was 
"Comfort, yes, comfort my people!" (Isaiah 
40:1). Approximately 120 people flew from 
South Korea, and close to 80 people came 
from different parts of the USA and other 
countries. The festival was held in three 
different locations. On the 9th June a 

meeting was held in Temple Gates of Prayer 
in New York with an attendance of 500 
people. On the following day (10th June) 
the festival was held in Master Millennium 
Theater in New York with an attendance of 
over 1,500 people. The final night on 12th 
June took place in Washington Hebrew 
Congregation Washington D.C with an 
attendance of approximately 1,000 people.

The performances were all 
professionally presented and articulated in 
such a sublime way that they emotionally 
overwhelmed and inspired the Jewish 
participants. The performances consisted of 
Korean traditional costume dress show,  
drum performance (Nanta), Fan dance, 
taekwondo Martial Arts, Hebrew songs, 
performance of musical instruments and 
video clips.

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, President 
of Christians for Israel International, was 
the main speaker at the festival. Rev. 
Glashouwer delivered teachings across four 
morning sessions in both New York and 
Washington DC. Willem’s teachings have 

impacted and inspired 
many Korean Church 
Leaders and attendees. It is 
his primary focus to teach 
within the Christian 
community at large on the 
importance of the Biblical 
promises about the Jewish 
people and the land in 
Christian faith. 

Christians for Israel 
USA Board of Directors 
wishes to express their 
sincere gratitude that they 
were warmly welcomed by 
KIBI (Korea Israel Bible 
Institute) to attend this 
wonderful KCSJ Festival!

The Shalom Yerushalayim Festival 2014 organised by KCSJ
By Paul Jung, Christians for Israel Korea and Fred van Westing, Christians for Israel USA

Dear friends and colleagues, on the 
2nd of July our daughter Iris Rebecca 
was born at 6.34 pm. Iris is 50cm and 
weighs 3190 grams. 

We are very grateful for this 
wonderful gift from God. Iris is a very 
happy and satisfied little girl and we are 
very proud of her. She is growing well 
and has given us immense joy in the 
past few weeks already. We look 
forward to all the days to come. 

Thank you for all your prayers.

Baby Iris Marloes van Westing
By Marloes and Robbert van Westing, proud parents

Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer and Paul Jung
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Christy Anastas - A Heroine from Bethlehem
Extract courtesy of Israel Today

Two years ago, Christy Anastas
of Bethlehem escaped to
Britain, where she is part of the
Emmaus Group which deals with
the growing problems facing

Christians in the Palestinian
territories. At public lectures, she
speaks openly about Christian
life under the Palestinian
Authority, including the growing
influence of Islamic Sharia
law and an apartheid
system that favors
Muslims. Women,

whether Christian
or Muslim, are

oppressed.

Anastas, 24, says that 
without a doubt, she would 

prefer to live under 
Israeli - rather than 

Palestinian - rule. She believes that with so 
many Arab and Islamic nations, the one 
Jewish state simply has a right to exist. And 
she discovered that this is also backed up by 
Scripture, which speaks of God’s eternal 
covenant with Israel and the promise of the 

Land to the Jewish people as an inheritance.
With regard to Israel’s controversial 

security barrier, she says it was necessary to 
save lives on both sides after the wave of 
suicide bombings during the Second 
Palestinian Intifada (uprising) from 2000-
2004.

The young Palestinian woman confirms 
that children are incited to provoke Israeli 
troops and that Muslims use Christian 
homes to launch attacks with the aim of 
turning them into targets.

Her courage to speak out has prompted 
growing hostility, including from within her 
own household (Matthew 10:36). Her 
mother publicly claims that her daughter is 
under pressure from external forces, her 
uncle threatens to shoot her, Palestinian 
media label her a “collaborator” with Israel, 
and a British peace activist described her as 
a “missing person” being held against her 
will by a Christian group.

Anastas did not mince any words in a 
lecture at Uppsala University in Sweden in 
April, accusing Palestinian Authority judges 

of colluding with a Muslim “mafia” in 
stealing land from Palestinian Christians. 
“After learning about the amount of money 
my people have been given, I should be 
rich,” she said, referring to the billions of 
dollars in international aid that has been 
skimmed off by corrupt Palestinian 
officials. “I can tell you so many stories 
about young women being killed by their 
own families in honor killings.”

She also told of the threat from a family 
member, who said: “I have a bullet, I have a 
gun… I will put it in your head and end 
your life. You’re playing with a big fire 
here. You’re going to burn your family. First 
of all you’re going to burn yourself and I 
was sent to stop you.”

Despite the slander and threats, Anastas 
continues to speak out for Israel and to 
reveal the hidden truth about the suffering 
of Palestinians in the little town of 
Bethlehem. As Jesus said, “You will know 
the truth, and the truth will set you free” 
(John 8:32).

Truth in the Shadow of the ‘Wall’

PROFILE IN COURAGE
Anastas continues to 
speak out despite 
death threats

Blind Israeli Golfer Takes World Title
Extract courtesy of Israel Today

For the fifth consecutive time, blind Israeli golfer Zohar Sharon has won the 
ISPS HANDA World Blind Golf Championship title. Named after its founder and 
supporter, Dr. Haruhisa Handa of Japan, the biannual tournament was held this year 
in New South Wales, Australia.

Sharon, who lost his sight in a chemical explosion while serving in the Israeli 
army, relies on his caddie, Shimshon Levi, to help guide his shots. He practices at the 
Caesarea Golf Club on Israel's Mediterranean coast, where the caddie acts as his eyes, 
telling him where to shoot and helping him select the 
proper club. Sharon and Levi have developed a system. 
The caddie holds Sharon's hand as they walk slowly 
toward the hole, allowing him to sense the distance. 
Levy is not allowed to touch the ball but he directs 
Sharon as he tees up. After Sharon swings, Levy tells 
him where the ball landed and what he must do next. 
Levy then selects the proper club, describes the course 
and Sharon takes his next shot. Sharon first competed 
and won in 2004 and has won every tournament since, 
even though he has gone up against former professional 
golfers who have lost their sight with age. With his five 
world titles, Sharon is Israel's most successful athlete.

Christy Anastas is a young 
Palestinian Christian who has 
done something most in her 
community fail to do, either out of 
ignorance, fear or disillusionment: 
to tell the truth about the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict. She does so 
even though her family has been 
affected more than most by Israel’s 
security “wall.” 

Israel Today's Ryan Jones asked 
Christy to explain her views.

Israel Today: In a talk at Uppsala 
University in Sweden, you recognized 
the Jews’ biblical claim to this land. 
What led you to see things this way, 
and is your position unique among 
Palestinian Christians?
Anastas: After being so frustrated by years 
of conflict and living next to the wall, I 
began searching for a change and solid 
ground in my life. I explored biblical texts 
that speak of the covenant, and it just 
became obvious. Some Palestinian 
Christians do recognize this and even some 
Muslims, so my position is not unique. 
However, as people have seen with the 
response to my own publicly-expressed 
opinions, it is unsafe to share one’s views.

IT: Your mother, Claire Anastas, has 
been a vocal critic of Israel. How have 
the two of you come to such different 
conclusions regarding the conflict?
Anastas: I chose to look at both sides of 
this conflict, and that enabled me to see that 
Israel had many reasons for building what I 
agree with my mother is a horrible 

obstruction. The building of the wall was 
very sad, but it needed to happen to prevent 
something even more sad - people blowing 
themselves up in order to kill others. I care 
more for people than for land, politics and 
beliefs, so it was easier for me to forgive 
and understand that there are always two 
sides to a story.

IT: Your mother was featured in the 
documentary The Stones Cry Out, 
which blames Israel for the suffering of 
the Palestinians. Do you believe it 
accurately portrays the situation?
Anastas: I disagree with its portrayal of 
Israel. I do agree that the Palestinian 
Christians have been overlooked for too 
long. They are stuck between a rock and a 
hard place, but sadly this movie showed 
only the rock and not the hard place!

IT: What do you say to fellow 
Palestinian Christians who take a 
negative view of Israel?
Anastas: My question to them is simple: 
How did Jesus deal with the injustices 
committed against Him? Did he not say 
from the cross, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do”? He didn’t 
say, “Father, boycott them!”

IT: What is more difficult for a 
Palestinian Christian, to live under 
Israeli occupation or in Muslim 
dominated areas?
Anastas: Look at the rest of the Middle 
East. Christians are being persecuted 
almost everywhere except in Israel, where 
their population is growing.

IT: Why did you, like so many other 
Christians, decide to leave 
Bethlehem?

Anastas: I was persecuted for expressing 
my views, and eventually I was threatened 
with being shot. It became dangerous and I 
needed a break. After spending time       
studying and sharing my experiences 
publicly in Europe, I knew that returning 
home would be suicide. The reactions to 
my talk in Sweden prove this!

IT: Is there a future for Jews and 
Christians together in this land?
Anastas: Of course there is a future for 
those who seek peace. But for peace to 
exist there must also be forgiveness, the 
recognition of each other’s rights to live in 

the Land, and security for all.

IT: What role do women in particular 
have to play in changing the situation?
Anastas: Women learn to be peacemakers 
from an early age, so I believe they have a 
big role to play in bringing peace to the 
region in a conflict that has been dominated 
by men. Palestinian women do not have 
equality with men, but I truly believe there 
are some wonderful Palestinian women 
who could, with the right help and support, 
make great changes and bring about peace 
where others have failed.
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Our worst fears in the Eastern Ukraine 
are gradually realized! The situation 
deteriorates as daily battles rage between 
the Ukrainian army and the separatists. 
There are more than 20,000 heavily armed 
rebels in the East. Heavy weapons and air 
strikes are used on the separatists. The 
battles, in an area three times the size of the 
Netherlands and four times that of 
Belgium, keep moving between different 
towns although it remains concentrated 
around the four towns of Donetsk, 
Kramatorsk, Slavyansk and Luhansk, and 
the many small border posts between 
Russia and the Ukraine.

Hundreds of children have been 
evacuated to safer areas and the local 
population is prohibited to leave the city. 
The water supply was turned off and it is 
impossible to obtain either petrol or diesel. 
The time has come for the Jews, who have 
not yet made preparations to relocate to 
safer areas, to make decisions. Things are 
becoming more difficult for individuals 
who don’t have a passport, or the relevant 
documentation that proves their 
qualification under the 'Law of Return.' We 
are in direct contact with fifteen families 
who wish to leave Eastern Ukraine, and are 
in the process of locating a safe haven for 
them in Kiev or other provinces. Some 
don’t have passports, but that can be 
organized in Kiev. There is, thus, a tiny ray 
of light! They have priority at the consulate 
and, once give the 'green light', are able to 
leave for Israel soon!

Many end up in the extraordinary 
project known as Our First Home in Our 
New Homeland. This, of course, acquires 
a completely different meaning for those 
that had to leave everything behind.

Danger forced us to suspend our food 
parcel action in the East, but we were 
fortunate to provide many people with food 
parcels beforehand, while urging them to 

make Aliyah! The streets have also become 
rather perilous at night as intoxicated, 
armed rebels randomly shoot and break 
apartment windows. When inhabitants fail 
to react, they burgle the apartments.

We have, through prayer, found a 
person who is prepared to take Jews to safe 
places. One of these 'saviours' brought 
Golda (photo above) safely from Slavyansk 
to Kiev, in a thirteen hour trip. She does not 
have a passport so has to be issued one. An 
acquaintance of Nataliya phoned a few 
weeks ago, saying: “I have a vacant flat 
close to the Israeli embassy that you are 
welcome to use.” It certainly came in 
handy at that time.  She had only one 
desire, to be with her sister who had been 
living in Karmiel for the past twelve years, 
while waiting for her dear sister to also 
'come home'. It seems this will be 
happening very soon!

The Lord is trustworthy and He brings 
all His children Home, from the diaspora. 

Psalm 54: 7 says, “For he has delivered me 
from all my troubles, and my eyes have 
looked in triumph on my foes”.

Please pray for the continuation of our 
work. We are expecting more Jewish 
refugees in Kiev in the coming weeks but 
need to organise passports first.

Lev and Alla (photo below) fled from 
the nearly totally destroyed city of 
Slavjanck. Alla worked as a bookkeeper for 
the Hesed (Jewish Aid Organisation). There 
are about 600 Jews living in Slavjanck. 
How many have left or fled and to where, 
nobody knows. There is no electricity and 
water in this town of 120,000 inhabitants.

Lev and Alla had no passport but this is 
being arranged in Kiev. Hopefully they will 
soon make Aliyah to be with their three 
daughters who made Aliyah years ago! 
Recently, we distributed food parcels in 
Slavjanck in cooperation with Alla who 
gave us addresses of poor Jewish families. 
Lev and Alla arrived in Kiev at the 
beginning of June!

The most valuable thing that Dasha 
(photo above) took with her was her 
precious violin. As an expression of thanks 
she played a beautiful piece of music, in  
remembrance of what happened in her 
hometown of Kramatorck. They saw their 
peaceful city change into a battlefield 
between the Ukrainian army and the 
separatists. More than a third of the 
population fled the area.

In the photo above, we refer to the land 
of Israel which gives people hope that one 
day they will make it. The oldest lady is 
Clara Sharaban, 75 years old and the 
youngest is eleven month old Daniel.

We are expecting eleven more Jewish 
refugees to arrive from the East to Kiev. It 
doesn't look good in the East of the 
Ukraine. It seems a perfect moment during 
the summertime for the Russians to take 
over that part but when? More and more 
Jews realise it's time to go 'home' now!
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  Karen Hayesod Mobile Bomb Shelter                 $______________
  Ja�a Institute Emergency Childrens Appeal                 $______________
  Hineni Soup Kitchen & Holocaust survivor support             $______________
  Special Ukraine Crisis Support Food and Clothing      $______________


