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The Star of Bethlehem
By Rev. Willem J.J Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International

What do the stars 
tell us? What message 
do we read in the 
firmament? Astrology 
was developed by 
Nimrod in Babel/ 
Babylon - idolatry 
with the assistance of 
the firmament. But is 
there also another 

meaning to be derived from the firmament? 
What does that impressive universe, with 
its billions of stars and galaxies, tell us? Is 
there a  positive way to ‘read’ the heavens? 
A way that glorifies the Creator instead of 
the occult way in which astrology interprets 
the stars and the planets?

First of all, of course, there must be an 
inconceivably intelligent and eternal 
Creator ‘Who thought of the worlds and 
they came into being’. Every human being 
can perceive and understand that there must 
be a creative Almighty God behind the 
world around him and behind the great 
universe. Paul says in Romans 1:20: “...For 
since the creation of the world God’s 
invisible qualities, His eternal power and 
divine nature, have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made, so 
that people are without excuse.” 
A powerful message goes out from majestic 
creation, even without words. 

Paul goes on to say in Romans 10:17a: 
“...faith comes from hearing.” Faith comes 
through hearing the Word of God, by 
hearing and understanding a spoken 
message, by Biblical proclamation. ‘Word’ 
is ρημα in Greek - rhèma, the spoken word. 
Faith obtains a much clearer form through 
divine revelation in the Word of God, the 
Bible. The reformers said that there are two 
sources of the knowledge of God: nature 
and the scriptures. But then Paul goes on to 
say in Romans 10:18: “...But I ask: Did 
they not hear? Of course they did: “Their 
voice has gone out into all the earth, their 
words to the ends of the world.” ‘Earth’ is 
γη in Greek - gè, the earth as ‘a clump of 
earth’, the world globe, the planet. ‘Words’ 
is ρηματα in Greek - rhèmata, and ‘world’ 
is οικουμενη in Greek - oikoumene, 
oecumene, the occupied world, the people’s 
world. So nature apparently proclaims a 
‘spoken’ message, i.e. from the universe - 
to the ends of the earth.

A worldwide message, a sound, is being 
proclaimed throughout the whole of the 
occupied world, but it is a sound without 
words! This verse from Romans 10 is a 
quotation from Psalm 19. There we read in 
verses 1-6: “...The heavens declare the 
glory of God; the skies proclaim the work 
of His hands. Day after day they pour forth 
speech; night after night they reveal 
knowledge.” 

They have no speech, they use no 
words; no sound is heard from them. Yet 
their voice goes out into all the earth, their 
words to the ends of the world. In the 
heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun. 
It is like a bridegroom coming out of his 
chamber, like a champion rejoicing to run 
his course. It rises at one end of the 
heavens and makes its circuit to the other; 
nothing is deprived of its warmth. It is a 

message without words, a soundless 
proclamation, throughout the whole earth, a 
language from heaven, a language that can 
be read and understood. What is this 
heavenly language? How can you read this 
language of the firmament?

The firmament has been read from the 
beginning of humanity. This firmament 
contained ‘little slides’ that could be read 
like a comic strip. We call these little slides 
of heaven ‘signs of the Zodiac’. The little 
slides are apparently older than the groups 
of stars to which they are ‘fastened’. Those 
groups of stars often do not even look like 
them! The little slides are not deduced from 
those groups of stars, therefore, but vice 
versa: the stars were ‘drawing pins’ with 
which the little slides were ‘hung up’ in the 
sky. Names were given to stars and signs of 
the Zodiac… by Almighty God! 

Psalm 147:4 says: “...He determines the 
number of the stars and calls them each by 
name” and Isaiah 40:25-26 says: “...To 
whom will you compare Me? Or who is 
My equal?” says the Holy One. “Lift up 
your eyes and look to the heavens: Who 
created all these?”

He who brings out the starry host one 
by one and calls forth each of them by 
name. Because of His great power and 
mighty strength, not one of them is 
missing.

We come across a few of the names of 
stars and signs of the Zodiac in the Bible. 
Job 38:31-32: ”...Can you bind the chains 
of the Pleiades? Can you loosen Orion’s 
belt? Can you bring forth the constellations 
[Hebrew: Mazzaroth] in their seasons or 
lead out the Bear with its cubs?” Job 9:9: 
“...He is the Maker of the Bear and Orion, 
the Pleiades and the constellations of the 
south.” Job 26:13: “...By His breath the 
skies became fair; His hand pierced the 
gliding serpent.”

Banners and Standards
Numbers 2:2-3 says: “...The Israelites 

are to camp around the tent of meeting 
some distance from it, each of them under 
their standard and holding the banners of 
their family. On the east, toward the 
sunrise, the divisions of the camp of Judah 
are to encamp under their standard. The 
leader of the people of Judah is Nahshon 
son of Amminadab.” And then Numbers 2 
describes which tribe camped next to 
Judah, and which tribe camped next to 
them, etc. What does this signify? ‘Banner’ 
is ‘Degel’ in Hebrew, and ‘standard’ ‘Oth’. 
The standards were fixed to the banners. 
Each tribe had its own standard, and they 
camped in the desert around the Tabernacle. 
Ancient Jewish commentators point out 
that each tribe had its own standard. The 12 
signs on the 12 banners correspond to the 
12 signs of the Zodiac according to the 
Encyclopaedia Judaica. The order in which 
they camped in the desert around the 
Tabernacle is in Numbers 2: Judah, 
Issachar, Zebulon to the East; then Ruben, 
Simeon, Gad to the South; then Levi in the 
middle, near the ‘Tent of Meeting’; then 
Ephraim, Manasseh and Benjamin to the 
West; finally Dan, Asher and Naphtali to 
the North. 

The Encyclopaedia Judaica combines 
the signs of the Zodiac (with their Latin 
names) on the banners of the 12 tribes of 
Israel on the basis of the Jewish manuscript 
‘the Yalkut Shimoni’, as follows: Judah-
Aries, Issachar-Taurus, Zebulon-Gemini, 
Ruben-Cancer, Simeon-Leo, Gad-Virgo, 
Ephraim-Libra, Manasseh-Scorpio, 
Benjamin-Sagittarius, Dan-Capricorn, 
Asher-Aquarius and Naphtali-Pisces. Levi 
is not mentioned. 

Israel did not have to be afraid of the 
signs in the heavens, as were the nations. 
Jeremiah 10:2 says: “...This is what the 
LORD says: ‘Do not learn the ways of the 
nations or be terrified by signs in the 
heavens, though the nations are terrified by 
them.’”

Christian commentators in the 19th 
century (see below) came up with a 
different set, on the basis of a different 
reading of the signs in the heavens. They 
say: Judah-Leo, Issachar-Cancer, Zebulon-
Virgo, Ruben-Aquarius, Simeon-Pisces, 
Gad-Aries, Ephraim & Manasseh-Taurus 
with 2 horns, Benjamin-Gemini, Dan-
Scorpio, Asher-Sagittarius and Naphtali-
Capricorn. Levi is in the middle: Libra-
Scales, because of the blood on the altar 
that ‘offsets’ the sins of the people. 

The English names of the 12 signs of 
the Zodiac are as follows: Ram (Aries), 
Bull (Taurus), Twins (Gemini), Crab 
(Cancer), Lion (Leo), Maiden (Virgo), 
Scales (Libra), Scorpion (Scorpio), Archer 
(Sagittarius), Goat (Capricorn), Water 
Bearer (Aquarius) and Fish (Pisces).

The agile, twisting serpent is the Zodiac 
sign Hydra, in the constellation of Leo - 
Lion. The Lion of the tribe of Judah 
crushes the serpent in this constellation, as 
promised in Genesis 3:15 “...he [the 
offspring of the woman, the Saviour] will 
crush your head” or, as Revelation 12:9 and 
20:1-3a say: “...The great dragon was 
hurled down - that ancient serpent called 
the devil, or Satan, who leads the whole 
world astray. He was hurled to the earth, 
and his angels with him. And I saw an 
angel coming down out of heaven, having 
the key to the Abyss and holding in his 
hand a great chain. He seized the dragon, 
that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 
He threw him into the Abyss, and locked 
and sealed it over him, to keep him from 
deceiving the nations anymore until the 
thousand years were ended.”

We are getting ahead of ourselves, 
however! Back to the stars and the signs of 
the Zodiac in the Bible. In Acts 28:11 it is 
said of a ship on which Paul is sailing: 

“...After three months we put out to sea 
in a ship that had wintered in the island - it 
was an Alexandrian ship with the 
figurehead of the twin gods Castor and 
Pollux.” Castor and Pollux are in the 
constellation of Gemini - Twins. Amos 5:8 
speaks about: “...He who made the Pleiades 
and Orion, who turns midnight into dawn 
and darkens day into night, who calls for 
the waters of the sea and pours them out 
over the face of the land - the LORD is His 
Name.” The Pleiades are the ‘Seven 
Sisters’. 

A Heavenly Picture Book
However, was there originally a 

different message to be read in the signs of 
the Zodiac? A number of remarkable books 
on this subject, written by Christians, 
faithful to the Bible and very capable Bible 
commentators, appeared in the 19th 
century. They say that the whole of God’s 
plan of salvation was originally able to be 
read in the heavens. They say that the 12 
signs of the Zodiac should be read 
beginning with the sign of Virgo - the 
Virgin and then further, ending with the last 
sign, Leo - the Lion. They present the very 
old Zodiacs in the Egyptian temple of 
Denderah (now in the Louvre in Paris) and 
the Egyptian temple of Esneh as evidence 
of this. The Egyptian sphinx is also said to 
point to this: the head as the head of a 
woman and the body as that of a lion, 
together representing the whole Zodiac, as 
a body. The story without words in the 
heavens begins with the birth of the 
Saviour from the Virgin and ends with the 
coming of the Lion of Judah who 
establishes His Kingdom worldwide. This 
may be a subject for an article or perhaps a 
subsequent book!

In this context it could be very possible 
that the Wise Men from the east had come 
from Babylonia. Daniel had occupied a 
high position at the court and after him 
many Jews carried on living there and did 
not return to Jerusalem after the 
Babylonian exile, which took place 
between 600 - 500 BC. Jewish scholars in 
all kinds of fields, including astronomy, 
certainly held high positions at court. 
Perhaps those Wise Men were indeed 
Jewish astronomers who were still capable 
of reading the heavens according to their 
original meaning, and who now saw a ‘star’ 
rise in a certain constellation. A ‘star’ that 
announced the coming of the King of the 
Jews. So they rode out, without hesitation, 
to pay homage to this Child.

We read in Matthew 2:1-2: “... After 
Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, 
during the time of King Herod, Magi from 
the east came to Jerusalem and asked, 
‘Where is the One who has been born king 
of the Jews? We saw His star when it rose 
and have come to worship Him.’” They 
visited Herod’s royal palace at Jerusalem 
first of all, just after or during Jesus’ birth, 
and before His parents presented Him, 40 
days later, in the Temple at Jerusalem. 
Their visit upset King Herod greatly - so 
much so that he ordered all the little boys in 
Bethlehem aged 2 years or less to be put to 
death. For how long before this had the 
‘star’ been seen by the Wise Men in the 
East? Matthew 2:7-10: “...Then Herod 
called the Magi secretly and found out from 
them the exact time the star had appeared. 
He sent them to Bethlehem and said, ‘Go 
and search carefully for the child. As soon 
as you find him, report to me, so that I too 
may go and worship him.’ 

After they had heard the king, they went 
on their way, and the star they had seen 
when it rose went ahead of them until it 
stopped over the place where the child was. 
When they saw the star, they were 
overjoyed.”



The battle for Jerusalem has started for 
real in the international arena. Since the 
so-called “peace talks” came to a grinding 
halt in early 2014, distrust between the 
Israeli and Palestinian leadership has 
become so entrenched and tensions have 
reached such a peak that a resumption of 
negotiations seem impossible. Recent 
weeks have seen violence in Jerusalem rise 
to alarming levels. Ongoing 
demonstrations in the Arab districts of 
Jerusalem, terrorist attacks in Jerusalem, 
and incidents in other parts of the West 
Bank have caused fear, death and 
destruction. In October Israel closed off 
the Temple Mount for the first time in 
fourteen years.   

International pressure is now mounting 
on Israel to withdraw from “East” 
Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria. Even the 
USA - traditionally Israel’s strongest ally - 
is under President Obama’s leadership 
showing signs of weakened support. In 
October the Palestinian Authority 
announced its intention to request the UN 
Security Council soon to enforce the 
creation of a Palestinian state based on the 
so-called “pre-1967 borders” (also known 
as the “green line”). In recent weeks, 
several European states have indicated 
growing support for “Palestine” based on 
these “borders”, joining over 130 other 
nations that have declared official 
recognition of “Palestine” since 1988. At 
the end of October Sweden was the first 
EU member state and the third Western 
European nation (after Malta and Cyprus) 
to formally recognize Palestine. France has 
indicated its sympathy for Palestinian 
statehood. These developments are 
significant. Since the early 1970’s, the EU 
has been a strong advocate of the two-state 
solution, has been extremely critical of 
Israel’s settlement policies, and has 
consistently condemned Israel’s 

unification of Jerusalem as illegal. But so 
far the EU member states have refrained 
from officially recognizing Palestine as a 
state, insisting that any solution must be 
achieved through negotiations with Israel. 

The move by Sweden's new left-
leaning government reflects growing 
international impatience with Israel's 
control since 1967 of the West Bank and 
east Jerusalem and its blockade of the 
Gaza Strip. It also comes during increased 
tensions between Arabs and Jews in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank, and 
international criticism of Israel's plans to 
build more housing units in east 
Jerusalem. During her visit to Gaza in 
early November, the new EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and 
Security, former Italian Foreign Minister 
Federica Mogherini, called for the 
establishment of a Palestinian state, saying 
the world “cannot afford another war in 
Gaza”. Calling Israel’s settlement policies 
an “obstacle” to peace, she said that 
creation of the state of Palestine is 
necessary to avoid more violence in the 
region. A senior EU official has been 
quoted as saying that “we are not going to 
wait forever”, and “other European 
countries are set to follow Sweden”. 

In the frenzy to find a solution to the 
growing tension, the Oslo agreements 
entered into in the early 1990’s between 
Israel and the Palestinian Authority seem 
to have been all but forgotten. No-one 
even mentions the fact that under Oslo the 
parties agreed not to take any unilateral 
steps that would affect the status of the 
territories, or that issues such as the status 
of Jerusalem and the location of the 
borders between Israel and a future 
Palestinian entity were agreed to be the 
subject of permanent status negotiations 
between Israel and the PA. 

There is no doubt that some kind of 

breakthrough needs to be created, perhaps 
with the assistance of the international 
community. Arguably, this includes 
respecting the aspirations of the Arab 
Palestinian people to some kind of 
autonomy. Israel’s military administration 
of the ”West Bank” since 1967 is 
unsustainable. The Oslo-model involving 
gradual transfer of autonomy based on co-
operation seems to have failed. We cannot 
ignore the fact that many Arab Palestinians 
are living in sub-standard conditions. 

To the human mind, international 
implementation of the “two-state solution” 
seems to be the only way to resolve this 
seemingly intractable conflict. However, 
the “unilateral” PA/PLO proposal as 
announced by Abbas is totally 
unacceptable. Israel has no say in the 
terms of this new state, and there are no 
guarantees for Israel’s security. The 
implications are momentous, to say the 
least. Perhaps the most significant aspect 
is that it would involve dividing 
Jerusalem, and bringing the whole of the 
old city (including the Temple Mount) 
under exclusive Islamic control. Jews 
would no longer have access to the 
Western Wall (Kotel) or other parts of the 
old city of Jerusalem. All of Judea and 
Samaria would be no-go areas for Jews. 
Strict implementation of the Palestinians’ 
demands would potentially involve forced 
removal of Jewish “settlers” from these 
areas, such as happened in Gaza in 2005, 
but this time by UN-sponsored forces.  

One senses we are living in 
momentous times. Perhaps we are 
witnessing the fulfillment of Biblical 
prophecy. The prophet Zechariah states 
clearly that the nations will “come against 
Jerusalem” in the period connected with 
the coming of the Lord as “king over all 
the earth” (Zechariah 14:9). In this time 
the Lord will make Jerusalem a “cup of 

trembling” and a “burdensome stone for 
all people” (Zechariah 13:2-3). According 
to the prophet Joel, the Lord will gather 
the nations in judgment, and plead with 
them “for my people Israel, whom they 
have scattered among the nations and 
parted my land”. Jesus Himself, when 
describing the signs of His own return, 
spoke of Jerusalem being “trodden down 
by the Gentiles, until the times of the 
Gentiles be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24).   

How should we respond to these 
developments? What is our task as 
Christians? Here are some suggestions. 

1. WATCH  Jesus encourages us to 
“watch and pray”. This involves 
keeping abreast of developments, and 
discerning the spiritual significance of 
world affairs. There are many websites 
containing reliable, up-to-date 
information, including 
www.timesofisrael.com and 
www.whyisrael.org. 

2. PRAY  Now more than ever 
Christians need to be praying for “the 
peace of Jerusalem”. We should pray 
for Israel, the Jewish people, and all 
inhabitants of the land. We should also 
pray for Israel’s enemies. We trust that 
the Lord loves all people. He is in 
control and will fulfill His purposes. 

3. INTERCEDE  We should pray for 
the governments and leaders of our 
own nations. This is the subject of the 
Global Prayer Call. 

4. ADVOCATE  Where possible, we 
can encourage our governments to act 
responsibly towards Israel and the 
Jewish people. Our governments need 
to understand the consequences of their 
decisions in the United Nations and 
other international institutions. 
Consider supporting the work of the 
European Coalition for Israel 
(www.ec4i.org).  
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Advent in Context  

By Kees de Vreugd, Christians for Israel Theologian

A voice of one calling: 
“In the desert prepare the way for the Lord; 
make straight in the wilderness a highway    

for our God.” Isaiah 40:3

Expectation?
Advent is a time of expectation, we say in 

the Church. The question is: what do we 
expect? On the liturgical calendar, the Advent 
season functions as a preparation of 
Christmas, the feast of the birth of Christ. 
Besides, this time is marked by Christ's 
coming again. Therefore, the Advent 
expectation concentrates on Christ, or, to 
better take in account the meaning of the 
word advent: on the coming of Christ. This 
should evoke questions, too. We expect the 
coming of Christ. Who is He? From where 
does He come? To what place is He coming? 
Questions of which we may have taken the 
answers for granted. The Church reads in this 
season prophecies that tell something about 
the Messiah and the Messianic Age Israel is 
expecting. Now the keyword has been said. It 
is all about Israel's expectation. Advent 
involves the Church in the expectation of 
Israel, but seen from the perspective of 
fulfilment in Christ. This last point we uphold 
in our preaching: the coming of Christ fulfils 
the Scriptures. 

But what about the first one? Do we 
reckon with the expectation of Israel?

Fulfilment?
There it clashes. Is His coming really 

the fulfilment of Israel's expectation? Israel 
itself would for the most part deny it. Now 
we could easily find ways to pass this off. 
The easiest would be to just forget about 
Israel. Israel is passé, now it is about 
'greater' things, about the universal 
perspective. But the fact remains that all 
these beautiful Advent prophecies concern 
Israel. Sure, there is the universal 
perspective, but with Israel as its centre. Is 
Jesus coming to fulfil this expectation? 

That is how He is preached to us in the 
New Testament. Jesus "will reign over the 
house of Jacob forever; his kingdom will 
never end" (Luke 1:33). We can read many 
more proclamations like this in the gospels. 
The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ and 
the annunciation of His birth stand under 
the sign of the consolation of Israel (Luke 
2:25). There we have lost many facts in the 
Church, to say the least.

A Voice in the Desert
John the Baptist saw himself as "the 

voice of one calling in the desert, 'Make 
straight the way for the Lord" as the 
prophet Isaiah had spoken (John 1:23). 
What will happen when this voice calls? 
Isaiah speaks about comfort for Jerusalem, 
because the Lord is coming. He reveals 

himself; from the East He 
is coming to Jerusalem, 
through the desert, the 
same way the people are 
returning from captivity. 
The desert is the place 
where the Lord wants to 
meet His people. 

So is He gathering His 
people? Jerusalem is 
liberated from her hard 
service, for her sin has been paid for. John 
the Baptist through his testimony and 
appearance stirs a very distinct expectation. 
He is the herald of the coming Messiah who 
ushers in this divine restoration of Israel. 
Under this sign Jesus' appearance stands in 
the gospels. John points to the secret: 
"Among you stands one you do not know" 
(John 1:26). He is always among Israel. For 
this, our eyes, too, have to be opened.

Advent in Context
How will it be when the Church will 

celebrate Advent again in the context of 
Israel? How will the Advent prophecies 
sound? Will the expectation not become 
more real? It will probably be painful: it is 
about more than me; it is all concerning the 
Kingdom. But will not in the end the joy be 
much greater and deeper, when are we 
going to see this? In our age we see again 

important signs of the restoration of Israel. 
The Jewish people are coming home, 

Jerusalem is rebuilt. That creates 
expectations, or it should at least create 
expectations with those who read the Bible. 
In that way we want to listen again to the 
testimonies in the Bible, in the Old and the 
New Testaments; testimonies of the coming 
of 'Jesus Christ, the son of David, the son of 
Abraham' (Matthew 1:1). Listen again, in 
order to learn what it means to share in the 
expectation granted to Israel, about the 
Kingdom of God. "Comfort, comfort my 
people, says your God." The Midrash 
(Jewish traditional commentary) asks: 
shouldn't it read: 'Comfort Me, my people', 
because of the grief you have caused Me? 
Who should comfort, and who be 
comforted? But God, as the Jewish tradition 
explains, calls the nations to comfort His 
people. When will the Advent preaching 
become comfort for Israel?
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Abbas Set to Seek UN Implementation of Palestinian Statehood
By Andrew Tucker

The Palestinians (ie. the Palestinian 
Authority and the PLO) announced in 
October 2014 that they intend to seek a 
Security Council resolution requiring Israel 
to withdraw from the “Occupied Palestinian 
Territories”. At the time of writing (11th 
November 2014), the detailed terms of this 
resolution have not yet been revealed. We 
understand that, amongst other things, this 
resolution will:
Ÿ require Israel to “withdraw” from the 

territories “occupied” by Israel in 1967;
Ÿ recognize Palestinian statehood; and 
Ÿ acknowledge Palestinian sovereignty 

over these territories.
Jordan (a non-permanent member of the 

Security Council until the end of 2015) is 
likely to be the main sponsor of this 
resolution, which will need to be supported 
by at least eight other UN Security Council 
members (including all five of the 
Permanent members - USA, UK, France, 
China and Russia) in order to succeed. 

The European Coalition for Israel (ECI) 
and Christians for Israel are currently 
approaching a number of these nations to 
put the case for rejection of this latest 
initiative. Here is a summary of the main 
arguments:  

1. This unilateral initiative denies 
the historical connection between 
the Jewish people and the disputed 
territories, including “East 
Jerusalem”.  

The Palestinian statehood bid ignores 
the deep historical, cultural and religious 
connection which the Jewish people have 
with Jerusalem and the so-called “West 
Bank” – a connection that long precedes 
that of Arab Palestinians. 

This is especially true of what is 
euphemistically referred to as “East 
Jerusalem” - this includes the ancient “Old 
City” of Jerusalem, which for centuries was 
a predominantly Jewish city. The 
Palestinian claim to “East Jerusalem” is 
nothing less than an attempt to rewrite 
history. 

2. It conflicts with the rights and 
interests of Israel and the Jewish 
people under international law in 
relation to “Palestine” under 
international law. 

The San Remo Resolution (1920), the 
Mandate for Palestine (1922) and the 
Covenant of the League of Nations (1922) 
recognised the pre-existing rights of the 
Jewish people to establish a Jewish 
homeland in the territory of Palestine. This 
includes the right to achieve full Jewish 
self-determination, and to “settle” the land, 
while respecting the civil and religious 
rights of non-Jews in these territories. 

The rights acquired and recognized 
under these instruments have never been 
abrogated (see for example article 80 of the 
UN Charter). 

3. It fails to take account of Israel’s 
right to secure borders in the 
context of the rise of extremist 
forces and geopolitical unrest in 
the Middle East.  

Given Israel´s narrow geographical 
dimensions, and the strategic position of the 
West Bank, the “1967 borders” (these are in 
fact the 1949 Armistice Lines - they are not 
“borders” at all) are virtually indefensible. 
The current proposal contains no guarantees 
whatsoever that an independent state of 
Palestine will be able to stop the ongoing 
rocket attacks on Israel and tunnel 
constructions from Gaza, and that it will not 
be used by hostile forces as a platform for 
attacking Israel and further infringing 
Israel’s sovereign rights to secure and 
defensible borders.  

4. It ignores the unique status of 
Jerusalem. 

Jerusalem must remain a city for all 
faiths. The Jewish state of Israel has 
demonstrated since 1967 that it is capable of 
ensuring that the city is governed in such a 
way that all faiths can have access to holy 
sites and practise their religion freely. In 
contrast, during Jordan’s illegal occupation 
of “east” Jerusalem and the “West Bank” 
from 1949-1967, all Jewish synagogues and 
places of worship were destroyed. The same 
thing happened when Israel withdrew from 
Gaza in 2005. What reason is there to think 
that a Palestinian state under control of the 
PLO and/or Hamas (or other radical Islamic 
elements) would have more respect for 
Jewish, Christian, and other minority rights?  

5. It conflicts with fundamental UN 
values of freedom and equality. 

President Abbas and his colleagues have 
stated clearly that Jews “will not be 
welcome” in the new Palestinian state. 

They demand the dismantling of all 
“settlements” established since 1967. That 

is a euphemism for removing the Jewish 
people from the new state of Palestine. 
What kind of world do we live in when we 
recognize a state that intends to ethnically 
cleanse part of the population? The UN 
must balance the right of Arab Palestinians 
to self-determination with the right of 
individual Jews to live and work in 
Jerusalem and the West Bank. If Israel is 
required to uphold democratic principles 
and give equal rights to Arabs who live in 
Israeli territory, surely the Palestinian state 
should also be required to uphold 
democratic principles and give equal rights 
to Jews who wish to live in Palestinian 
territory.

6. It conflicts with Israel’s right to 
negotiate terms of peace with its 
neighbours. 

Israel - like every other state - has a 
right to determine its own secure borders 
through direct negotiation with its 
neighbours. 

The “1967 borders” are in fact the 1949 
Armistice Lines - they are not “borders” at 
all, and were never intended to prejudice 
Israel’s underlying claims to sovereignty or 
territorial integrity. After the 1967 Six Day 
War, the Security Council itself re-stated 
this in the famous Resolution 242. 
According to the Security Council, peace 
requires (in addition to withdrawal of 
Israeli forces from at least part of the 
territories over which Israel took control in 
that war) the “termination of all claims or 
states of belligerency and respect for and 
acknowledgement of the sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and political 
independence of every State in the area and 
their right to live in peace within secure and 
recognized boundaries free from threats or 
acts of force”. 

7. Palestine is not a “state”. 
There are strong arguments that 

“Palestine” fails to meet the requirements of 

statehood under international law. In 
particular, “Palestine” does not (yet) have a 
governing authority that is capable of 
governing the whole of the claimed 
Palestinian territories effectively and 
independently. There are problems of 
coordination between the West Bank and 
Gaza, and (despite the recent unity 
coalition) an ongoing conflict between 
Hamas and Fatah. Further, the Palestinian 
Authority is still dependent - politically, 
economically and legally - on the State of 
Israel. 

8. “Palestine” does not meet the 
criteria for UN membership under 
the UN Charter. 

This initiative effectively asks the 
Security Council to acknowledge that 
“Palestine” meets the criteria for UN 
membership. Article 4 of the UN Charter 
requires UN member states to be “peace 
loving”. 

Notwithstanding their formal 
statements, the commitments made by the 
PLO in the context of the Oslo agreements, 
and the fact no doubt many Arab 
Palestinians are seriously peace-loving, it is 
undeniable that significant elements of 
Palestinian society remain committed to 
jihad, violence and terror. The Palestinian 
Charter still advocates jihad and some 
elements of the PLO leadership openly 
support the use of violence towards Israel 
and the Jewish people. One can seriously 
question whether the PLO as a single entity 
purporting to represent all the constitutive 
elements of Palestinian society is genuinely 
“peace-loving”.

Andrew Tucker (BA, LLB, BCL (Oxford)) is 
Legal Counsel to the European Coalition for 
Israel (ECI), a Brussels-based Christian 
Initiative promoting Europe-Israeli 
Cooperation. 

More information can be found on the ECI 
website www.ec4i.org. 

The spectacular plains of Megiddo
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The “Global Prayer Call” Goes Grassroots... and you can be part of it!
By Harald Eckert, Chairman Christians for Israel International

The Global Prayer Call 2015 (GPC) is 
picking up momentum. The GPC book 
(Israel, the Nations and the Valley of 
Decision) is translated or being translated 
in around a dozen languages. The two 
key GPC conferences (25-29 January 
2015 in Krakow, Poland and 10-13 May 
2015 in Jerusalem, Israel) are set. Now 
the information can spread!

50+ National Coordinators
There are two keys for the GPC in 

order to reach out to and involve millions 
of intercessors around the world:

1. The development of information 
material: As the GPC core team we are 
working overtime to provide our GPC 
network with the needed material to 
inform the leaders and the grassroots 
constituency about the goals and the 
strategy of the GPC: 
a. General printed information: GPC 
vision and strategy, especially for leaders.
b. A general poster for the Global Prayer 
Days (Jan. 27/May 8 or 9) and other 
prayer activities within the 100 days.
c. A brief video-clip with the core vision 
and core information.

d. A prayer 
guide for the 
100 days: 15 
weeks with 15 
scriptural prayer 
topics.

This basic 
information 

should be translated in as many national 
languages as the Lord leads and 
distributed within the praying church in 
cooperation with as many leaders and 
their networks as the Lord leads.
2) In order to achieve those goals... 
we pray and look for national 
coordinators in order to equip and 
empower them to pursue the goals 
described above. The starting point for 
our search, are the three international 
networks of the three initiating 
ministries: "Christians for Israel 
International", "Ebenezer, Operation 
Exodus International" and "European 
Coalition for Israel". We trust that with 
the help of the national leaders of those 
ministries, the majority of the nations in 
which those three ministries are active, 
will be able to discern and appoint 
national leaders or national leadership 
teams within those nations. Other leaders 
from other backgrounds are invited to 
come in, if they share the vision and 
perform to the key criteria, which are:
a. They’re people with a good standing 
within the Christian community, leaders 
of integrity and a heart towards unity.

b. They should have a heart connection to 
the vision and the spiritual core mandate 
of the GPC.
c. On the operational side communication 
is the key-word. National coordinators 
therefore should be good communicators. 
Communication in two directions: 
1. Toward the grassroots leaders and 
networks amongst the praying body of 
Christ within their nation. 
2. Toward the GPC leaders and their 
operational (communication)-team.

Pray and Act NOW!
We are living in extraordinary times!

•  The 70-year commemoration of the 
Holocaust is coming to a peak. For the 
Jewish people and for Israel this is an 
extremely important and sensitive 
moment. Because of that it should also be 
for us Christians who love the Jewish 
people and want to comfort them as well.

•  The "signs in heaven" indicate that 
Israel and the nations are moving into a 
next phase of end time  developments: 
The world will see four (!) "blood moon" 
phenomenon's in Jewish High Holidays 
within two years (2014/15). Prophetic 
voices explain to us that through signs 
concerning the moon God is speaking to 
Israel. In addition to that we will 
experience two partial sun eclipses in the 
same period. The same voices explain to 
us that the signs concerning the sun speak 
to the nations. It seems that God wants to 

get all of our attention!
•  70 years after the Holocaust, around 
the world still around 350.000 to 400.000 
survivors of the Holocaust are alive. 
About half of them live in Israel. They 
are the last victim-witnesses of the 
greatest tragedy of Jewish history and the 
greatest crime of mankind. Those of 
them, living in Israel are realising with 
shock and disbelief that the demonisation 
of Israel today is surprisingly and 
fearfully similar to the demonisation of 
the European Jews in the first part of the 
20th century, when their parents were 
still alive.

In the first part of the last century the 
majority of the church was not sensitive 
to the prophetic signs of the time and not 
lovingly concerned, neither for the 
Jewish people nor for the fate of their 
nations, when most of them became a 
curse for the Jewish people (see Genesis 
12,3). NOW is the time and moment to 
see, if we, as the global praying church 
truly have the needed revelation, the 
change of heart and the ability to learn 
from history in order to pray and act in a 
different spirit than most of our spiritual 
fathers did by not being compassionate 
towards the Jews and by not being "salt 
and light" in our nations.

Let us draw together, pray and act in 
unity in order to let the GPC 2015 be a 
powerful wakeup call for the praying 
body of Christ around the world and a 
true blessing for Israel and our nations.

October 17-21: Jakarta, Indonesia
All the ministry times in Jakarta 

have been very blessed and spiritually 
intense and alive by the presence of the 
Holy Spirit. Be it at the teaching session 
on Romans 11 in the bible school with 
300 students participating, be it at the 
seminar in one of the leading churches 
in Jakarta (with a network of 800+ 
churches throughout the country 
attached) or be it at the two church 
services on Sunday. People carry a 
natural and deeply good attitude towards 
Israel. Prayer for Israel is a natural part 
of their prayer lives and the desire to 
learn more about Israel from the bible is 
obvious and serious. 

The openness for the Global Prayer 
Call was amazing! At the leadership 
level everybody seems to understand 
and in principle support this prayer 
initiative. 

Brother Ivan was encouraged to take 
on the coordinators role for the GPC in 
Indonesia. We pray that others from 
other major islands will support him.

October 22-24: Fiji and New Zealand
We had an excellent one day 

conference with about 70-80 people 
present, many of them full time people, 
missionaries, leaders. Some were from 
faraway places like Samoa or Tonga. 
Everything was prepared and organized 
well. Almost the complete board of C4I 
New Zealand was present and involved 
in the presentations. 

There is a history of national 
friendship and solidarity with Israel, 
influenced by the Christian history and 
presence on the Island. The new 
government is under pressure (partly 

from the Moslem side) to distance 
themselves from Israel. This is why the 
GPC was received very positively by the 
Christians. 

A Christian leader (Lepani) was 
appointed as C4I national leader and as 
GPC coordinator in Fiji.

October 24-27: Monterrey, Mexico
The Ebenezer-Team in Monterrey is 

amazingly strong, well-positioned and 
well organized with influence far 
beyond Mexico. The Ebenezer prayer 
coordinator (Enrico) for all of Latin - 
and South-America is from the team in 
Monterrey. They also have good 
connections to the Hispanic community 
in Texas, USA. 

I was the final speaker of the 
Ebenezer conference on the theme of the 
GPC-book: “Israel, the Nations and the 
Valley of Decision”. 

The book was translated and printed 
right before the conference, widely 
advertised and sold. The message was 
received with great openness. Especially 
the Ebenezer-leaders felt they should 
fully support it, pass it on to the pastors 
in the city and to their network-
connections in Spanish speaking Central 
and South America, hopefully opening 
more nations for the GPC movement 
and vision. 

The two speaking opportunities in 
local churches (one with 1000 in 
attendance, one of about 150) confirmed 
and undergirded that momentum. 

A team of five was formed for the 
GPC development in Mexico and 
beyond under the leadership of pastor 
Heriberto Gonzales, one of the national 
leaders of Ebenezer.

Harald Eckert Visits Indonesia, Fiji, New Zealand 
and Mexico

“Finally, my brethren, be strong in 
the Lord and in the power of His might. 
Put on the whole armor of God, that you 
may be able to stand against the wiles of 
the devil. For we do not wrestle against 
flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against 
the rulers of the darkness of this age, 
against spiritual hosts of wickedness in 
the heavenly places. Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, that you may 
be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand. Stand 
therefore, having girded your waist with 
truth, having put on the breastplate of 
righteousness, and having shod your feet 
with the preparation of the gospel of 
peace; above all, taking the shield of 
faith with which you will be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked 
one. And take the helmet of salvation, 
and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God; praying always with all 
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, 
being watchful to this end with all 
perseverance and supplication for all the 
saints.” Ephesians 6:10-18 (NKJ)

Over the past several weeks I have 
felt that the Lord has impressed on me 
the importance of taking up the whole 
armour of God, not only individually but 
especially together, corporately as the 

Body of Christ. There is no middle 
ground where we are immune from the 
attacks of the enemy. If and when we as 
the Body of Christ do the will of the 
Lord, we will be attacked. The enemy's 
hatred of God, of Israel and the Jewish 
people, of the Body of Christ, of our 
Lord and Messiah and His coming in 
glory, is relentless. The whole armour of 
God is not an option for special prayer 
warriors – it is a must for us all together, 
as the Body of Christ!

In Romans 13:14 Paul exhorts us to 
“put on the Lord Jesus Christ”. The fact 
is that each part of the armour of God 
that we put on means putting on our 
Lord Jesus, clothing ourselves with 
Jesus – He is the Truth, He is our 
righteousness, He willingly gave up His 
life for us, He is the author and finisher 
of our faith, He is our salvation and He 
is the living Word of God – we “put on 
the armour of light” (Romans 13:12)!

The final exhortation is for us to 
pray always, watchful and persevering – 
there is a total interdependence between 
taking up the whole armour of God and 
praying always. There is a promise here: 
“be able to withstand in the evil day, and 
having done all, to stand”. To withstand, 
having done all, to stand means to be 
victorious!

A Call to a Corporate Covering of the 
Armour of God

Book with contributions from:

Harald Eckert
Rev. Willem Glashouwer
Derek Prince †
Rev. Rick Ridings
Dr. Wolfgang Schuler
Andrew Tucker

www.100-days.eu

Contact
Email: info@100-days.eu  
Marie-Louise: info@israelaktuell.at
Marcella: marcella_bovenkamp@hotmail.com

Financial Support
Christians for Israel - Germany
International Bank Account Number: 
DE79 5205 0353 0140 0028 87
Swift-Bic.: HELADEF1KAS
or pay with Paypal



Meeting in Nadi
The New Zealand team and Chairman 

Harald Eckert arrived in Nadi on the 22nd 
October and conducted a meeting with a 
small group of local Fijian people (twenty) 

at a local Church.  (below)  Maloni Bole
was the Church 
Pastor and meeting 
organizer. The local 
people were very 
supportive and 
receptive to the 
teaching and 
wished to know 
more about the 
Christians for Israel 
Ministry.

Conference at Coral Coast 
Christian Camp in Suva

Thursday in Fiji was a public holiday 
allowing 70 Fijians and Indian-Fijians to 
attend.  There was a real presence of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the seven teaching 
sessions of the day. People present were all 
committed Christians and long-time 
supporters of Israel but came to receive 
deeper knowledge of God’s separate plan 
and purposes for both Israel and the 
Church. 

The new Christians for Israel leader in 

Fiji  welcomed Lepani Makubuna
visitors and acted as MC throughout all 
proceedings.

Speakers
Chairman Harald Eckert spoke 

powerfully on four sessions.  He covered 
his personal testimony, the structure and 
history of Christians for Israel International, 
the Global Prayer Call and church history 
that lead to the error of the Replacement 
Theology.

Graeme Lee as New Zealand’s 
National Leader spoke on the role of  
Christians for Israel to confront the anti-
Semitic Replacement Theology. Graeme 
also emphasised the test that the 
Israel/Hamas fifty day war brought to the 
Evangelical Church in New Zealand. Would 
the Church stand for Israel? Unfortunately 
the church was all but silent. Anti-Israel 
rallies however were anything but silent. He 
gave illustrations of the rising anti-
Semitism in New Zealand.

Ev. Dr. Robert 
Siakimotu, (left) 
Christians for Israel 
Representative in 
the South Pacific 
also spoke with 
knowledge and 
power on the return 
of the Jewish 
people to Israel and 
the resultant Glory 
of God.

John Gummer as Secretary, 
Administrator of Christians for Israel NZ 
and Production Manager of the Israel and 
Christians Today Newspaper spoke on how 
the paper is compiled and printed and how 
additional copies can be sent to Fiji. All 
agreed the paper was an outstanding asset 
for todays troubled times.

Graham Simpson as Board Member 
and Lawyer spoke strongly on the Aliyah 
activity as one of the principal distinctives 
of Christians for Israel.  Graham traced the 
history of Aliyah and how God is creating a 
continuous miracle by bringing back his 
people.  He also explained the important 
responsibility of helping to re-establish the 
olim (people) in the land once they arrived 
in Israel.

John Gummer as the May 2015 Tour 
Organiser shared in his enthusiastic manner 
the slides from the March 2013 Tour.  
Whilst costs are high being the ‘uttermost 
part of the earth’ from Israel interest was 
most encouraging. The dates are:

Ÿ Leadership Forum 6 -10 May 2015
Ÿ The Global Prayer Conference    

10 -13 May 2015 in Jerusalem
Ÿ Special Study Tour throughout 

Israel 13 -24 May 2015

Commissioning of the Leader 
for Christians for Israel - Fiji

Lepani Makubuna was 
commissioned during the Conference as the 
new Fiji Leader. Lepani is Pastor of a Suva 
Church as well as a Senior Manager in the 
Westpac Bank - Fiji. 

Harald Eckert and all members of the 
New Zealand Team joined in a ‘laying of 
hands’ prayer ceremony for Lepani. Lepani 
is married to Salote. They have two sons 
aged 18 and 16.

Lepani will liaise with Maloni and his 
team in West Fiji to establish a Fiji wide 
ministry.

Summary
At the conclusion, Chairman Harald 

Eckert was honoured and thanked for his 
outstanding and challenging messages.  The 
NZ Team of Graeme Lee, John Gummer 
and Graham Simpson were also thanked by 
the Fijian brothers and sisters  

John Gummer was particularly 

encouraged as May 2015 Tour Leader to 
learn that Lepani and his wife Salote will be 
coming to Israel in 2015! Some others also 
expressed their strong desire to join them!

Graeme Lee as the Conference organiser 
and speaker thanked Ev. Dr Robert 
Siakimotu for all his work in ‘preparing the 
ground’ for the Conference. He said he was 
confident God had begun a new work in the 
country. People that are strong in the Lord 
will form an excellent national team and 
Christians for Israel worldwide will be 
blessed by this newest affiliate.

Good News06

First Regional Christians for Israel Conference in Fiji
By Graeme Lee, Christians for Israel New Zealand National Leader

December 2014

F I R S T  S O U T H  PA C I F I C  C O N F E R E N C E  I N     

INTERNATIONAL

CHRISTIANS FOR

ISRAEL

F I J I
The first Christians for Israel Regional 
Conference in Fiji was a special time 
in God and a success organizationally.  
The Conference was the subject of 
much prayer and planning for a year 
by Christians for Israel - New Zealand.  
The October 22nd - 24th period was 
selected to allow International Board 
Chairman Harald Eckert to attend.

Coral Coast Christian Camp was the
venue for the first Christians for Israel
South Pacific conference in Fiji

Meeting in Nadi
The New Zealand team and Chairman 

Harald Eckert arrived in Nadi on the 22nd 
October and conducted a meeting with a 
small group of local Fijian people (twenty) 

at a local Church.  (below)  Maloni Bole
was the Church 
Pastor and meeting 
organizer. The local 
people were very 
supportive and 
receptive to the 
teaching and 
wished to know 
more about the 
Christians for Israel 
Ministry.

Conference at Coral Coast 
Christian Camp in Suva

Thursday in Fiji was a public holiday 
allowing 70 Fijians and Indian-Fijians to 
attend.  There was a real presence of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the seven teaching 
sessions of the day. People present were all 
committed Christians and long-time 
supporters of Israel but came to receive 
deeper knowledge of God’s separate plan 
and purposes for both Israel and the 
Church. 

The new Christians for Israel leader in 

Fiji  welcomed Lepani Makubuna
visitors and acted as MC throughout all 
proceedings.

Speakers
Chairman Harald Eckert spoke 

powerfully on four sessions.  He covered 
his personal testimony, the structure and 
history of Christians for Israel International, 
the Global Prayer Call and church history 
that lead to the error of the Replacement 
Theology.

Graeme Lee as New Zealand’s 
National Leader spoke on the role of  
Christians for Israel to confront the anti-
Semitic Replacement Theology. Graeme 
also emphasised the test that the 
Israel/Hamas fifty day war brought to the 
Evangelical Church in New Zealand. Would 
the Church stand for Israel? Unfortunately 
the church was all but silent. Anti-Israel 
rallies however were anything but silent. He 
gave illustrations of the rising anti-
Semitism in New Zealand.

Ev. Dr. Robert 
Siakimotu, (left) 
Christians for Israel 
Representative in 
the South Pacific 
also spoke with 
knowledge and 
power on the return 
of the Jewish 
people to Israel and 
the resultant Glory 
of God.

John Gummer as Secretary, 
Administrator of Christians for Israel NZ 
and Production Manager of the Israel and 
Christians Today Newspaper spoke on how 
the paper is compiled and printed and how 
additional copies can be sent to Fiji. All 
agreed the paper was an outstanding asset 
for todays troubled times.

Graham Simpson as Board Member 
and Lawyer spoke strongly on the Aliyah 
activity as one of the principal distinctives 
of Christians for Israel.  Graham traced the 
history of Aliyah and how God is creating a 
continuous miracle by bringing back his 
people.  He also explained the important 
responsibility of helping to re-establish the 
olim (people) in the land once they arrived 
in Israel.

John Gummer as the May 2015 Tour 
Organiser shared in his enthusiastic manner 
the slides from the March 2013 Tour.  
Whilst costs are high being the ‘uttermost 
part of the earth’ from Israel interest was 
most encouraging. The dates are:

Ÿ Leadership Forum 6 -10 May 2015
Ÿ The Global Prayer Conference    

10 -13 May 2015 in Jerusalem
Ÿ Special Study Tour throughout 

Israel 13 -24 May 2015

Commissioning of the Leader 
for Christians for Israel - Fiji

Lepani Makubuna was 
commissioned during the Conference as the 
new Fiji Leader. Lepani is Pastor of a Suva 
Church as well as a Senior Manager in the 
Westpac Bank - Fiji. 

Harald Eckert and all members of the 
New Zealand Team joined in a ‘laying of 
hands’ prayer ceremony for Lepani. Lepani 
is married to Salote. They have two sons 
aged 18 and 16.

Lepani will liaise with Maloni and his 
team in West Fiji to establish a Fiji wide 
ministry.

Summary
At the conclusion, Chairman Harald 

Eckert was honoured and thanked for his 
outstanding and challenging messages.  The 
NZ Team of Graeme Lee, John Gummer 
and Graham Simpson were also thanked by 
the Fijian brothers and sisters  

John Gummer was particularly 

encouraged as May 2015 Tour Leader to 
learn that Lepani and his wife Salote will be 
coming to Israel in 2015! Some others also 
expressed their strong desire to join them!

Graeme Lee as the Conference organiser 
and speaker thanked Ev. Dr Robert 
Siakimotu for all his work in ‘preparing the 
ground’ for the Conference. He said he was 
confident God had begun a new work in the 
country. People that are strong in the Lord 
will form an excellent national team and 
Christians for Israel worldwide will be 
blessed by this newest affiliate.

From left to right: John Gummer, Graeme Lee, 
Lepani Makubuna (sitting), Graham Simpson 
and Harald Eckert.

Lepani Makubuna 
and wife, Salote
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at a local Church.  (below)  Maloni Bole
was the Church 
Pastor and meeting 
organizer. The local 
people were very 
supportive and 
receptive to the 
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wished to know 
more about the 
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Ministry.
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allowing 70 Fijians and Indian-Fijians to 
attend.  There was a real presence of the 
Holy Spirit throughout the seven teaching 
sessions of the day. People present were all 
committed Christians and long-time 
supporters of Israel but came to receive 
deeper knowledge of God’s separate plan 
and purposes for both Israel and the 
Church. 

The new Christians for Israel leader in 

Fiji  welcomed Lepani Makubuna
visitors and acted as MC throughout all 
proceedings.

Speakers
Chairman Harald Eckert spoke 

powerfully on four sessions.  He covered 
his personal testimony, the structure and 
history of Christians for Israel International, 
the Global Prayer Call and church history 
that lead to the error of the Replacement 
Theology.

Graeme Lee as New Zealand’s 
National Leader spoke on the role of  
Christians for Israel to confront the anti-
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also emphasised the test that the 
Israel/Hamas fifty day war brought to the 
Evangelical Church in New Zealand. Would 
the Church stand for Israel? Unfortunately 
the church was all but silent. Anti-Israel 
rallies however were anything but silent. He 
gave illustrations of the rising anti-
Semitism in New Zealand.
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Representative in 
the South Pacific 
also spoke with 
knowledge and 
power on the return 
of the Jewish 
people to Israel and 
the resultant Glory 
of God.

John Gummer as Secretary, 
Administrator of Christians for Israel NZ 
and Production Manager of the Israel and 
Christians Today Newspaper spoke on how 
the paper is compiled and printed and how 
additional copies can be sent to Fiji. All 
agreed the paper was an outstanding asset 
for todays troubled times.

Graham Simpson as Board Member 
and Lawyer spoke strongly on the Aliyah 
activity as one of the principal distinctives 
of Christians for Israel.  Graham traced the 
history of Aliyah and how God is creating a 
continuous miracle by bringing back his 
people.  He also explained the important 
responsibility of helping to re-establish the 
olim (people) in the land once they arrived 
in Israel.

John Gummer as the May 2015 Tour 
Organiser shared in his enthusiastic manner 
the slides from the March 2013 Tour.  
Whilst costs are high being the ‘uttermost 
part of the earth’ from Israel interest was 
most encouraging. The dates are:

Ÿ Leadership Forum 6 -10 May 2015
Ÿ The Global Prayer Conference    

10 -13 May 2015 in Jerusalem
Ÿ Special Study Tour throughout 
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Commissioning of the Leader 
for Christians for Israel - Fiji

Lepani Makubuna was 
commissioned during the Conference as the 
new Fiji Leader. Lepani is Pastor of a Suva 
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Harald Eckert and all members of the 
New Zealand Team joined in a ‘laying of 
hands’ prayer ceremony for Lepani. Lepani 
is married to Salote. They have two sons 
aged 18 and 16.

Lepani will liaise with Maloni and his 
team in West Fiji to establish a Fiji wide 
ministry.

Summary
At the conclusion, Chairman Harald 

Eckert was honoured and thanked for his 
outstanding and challenging messages.  The 
NZ Team of Graeme Lee, John Gummer 
and Graham Simpson were also thanked by 
the Fijian brothers and sisters  

John Gummer was particularly 

encouraged as May 2015 Tour Leader to 
learn that Lepani and his wife Salote will be 
coming to Israel in 2015! Some others also 
expressed their strong desire to join them!
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and speaker thanked Ev. Dr Robert 
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confident God had begun a new work in the 
country. People that are strong in the Lord 
will form an excellent national team and 
Christians for Israel worldwide will be 
blessed by this newest affiliate.

Attendees united in prayer
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Dear faithful readers and friends (Chavarim),

Thank you for all your prayers and generous support and letters of encouragement that keep 
this ministry going and this paper growing. We continue to give The Lord much praise and 
thanks for His provision through the faithful few who serve in such amazing ways.

My wife Mandy and I have not long returned from our recent travels to Israel and Turkey, 
and while our time leading our 10th very successful pilgrimage and goodwill tour was safe 
& without incident, we were shocked to see the escalation of random-like, but actually 
targeted attacks against our Jewish friends from baseless hatred that was largely stirred up 
from incitement from the leadership of the Palestinian Authority and it’s so called unity 
government partner the terrorist group Hamas.

Israel continues to be hated and misrepresented
We marvel as the way the mainstream media have been so biased 
and irresponsible in their blatant distorted coverage of recent events. 
Even calling the deliberate murder of innocent citizens by hit and run 
“Palestinian” drivers as a traffi c accident, and the butchering of four  
Jewish citizens praying in their synagogue as an attack in a 
Jerusalem mosque. 

Then to see the leadership of Jordan (“Israel’s peace partner”) 
praising theses murders and to see Palestinians dancing in the streets 
of Bethlehem and other Palestinian cities handing out candy, while the 
President of the USA says Israel is partly to blame!!

What can Australia do?
Mean while I believe Australia is in a very unique position, some would say the valley of 
decision, in just a few weeks our term of serving as the chair of the UN Security Council will 
come to and end! And there is a possibility that the Palestinian Authority will try and push 
a last minute bill before the UN security council to establish a Palestinian State, but without 
regard for the required mutual negotiation and a peace agreement in place with Israel, in fact 
the PA, Hamas unity government is still committed to the destruction of Israel, and wants to 
see it driven into the sea. 

http://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamas_Covenant also read Psalm 83

Australia and the Anzac spirit of our forefathers helped deliver Israel from 400 years 
of Islamic occupation under the ottomans from Beersheba to Jerusalem, the Galilee 
and Damascus, again in WWII the diggers  known as the “rats of Tobruk” turned the 
war around at El Alamein and thwarted a second fi nal solution plot to gas the Jews of 
Palestine, and in 1947 Australia was the fi rst country to vote in favour of Jewish homeland 
for the Jews at the UN resolution 181 which cleared the path to Israel declaring her self a 
nation in one day on May 14, 1948 as prophesied by Isaiah a thousand years earlier.

Much blood was shed and sacrifi ced by 
our Anzacs over the last 100 years, where 
will we stand today? With or against Israel. 
Will we be blessed or cursed according 
to Genesis 12:3, will we stand with the 
Sheep or with the Goats in the valley of 
Jehoshaphat when The Lord judges the 
nations for dividing His land according to 
the Word of Joel chapter 3?

Pray for the peace of Jerusalem
Please join with me and our fellow 
Christians for Israel in praying for the 

Peace of an undivided 
Jerusalem, and to 
write, phone or encourage our political, civic, church and governmental 
leaders to not capitulate with the rest of the world, but to stand up strong 
and fi rm for Israel for such a time as this! 
See www.c4israel.com.au/ANZAC to get more info on this situation.

As we celebrate the fi rst advent of our messiah, remember to pray and 
act on behalf of His brethren Israel, as he encouraged us in what we do 
for these the least of his brethren we do so unto Him. Matthew 25:40

On the back page of this paper there are a number of opportunities 
for you to prayerfully consider to show how we can “comfort Ye my 
people” (Isaiah 40) during this season of giving as The Lord gave His 

best for you and for me.   

Finally, I would also encourage you with a personal invitation to consider joining us on 
a tour to Israel. To stand in solidarity in these uncertain and perhaps troubled times, walk 
where He walked, pray were He prayed, touch the land, eat the fruit of the land and read 
the scriptures on location. Bless His people, see the deserts bloom again, next year in 
Jerusalem. It’s the trip of a life time!

May you and your loved ones have a truly Holy, joyous and Peace fi lled Christmas and 
Hanukkah as we celebrate the true reason for the season and prepare for a new year in 
which to serve Him.

Shalom and ‘Chag Sameach’ (Peace and Happy Holidays)

Ian Worby
National Leader

There’s a little town outside Jerusalem with a name that evokes 
images of a little stable in a green fi eld, a luminous star and 
silhouetted camels. Bethlehem.
The reality however was very different; Yeshua was born during the brutal 
occupation of Ancient Rome and the tyrannical rule of Herod the Butcher; 
Yeshua’s life was under threat from His fi rst breath but He was born 
at the perfect time in human history because He was born to die. As the 
shepherds rasing those male lambs knew only full well on that Holy night.

I’ve stood on those fi elds around Bethlehem, I’ve seen their ruggedness 
and I’ve learned about the history and politics that engulfed Israel at that 
time and it only amazes me more that God chose that moment of human 
history to send His Son and His timing was perfect!

Jews were without hope, longing for their Messiah; corrupt political and 
religious leaders killed anyone they deemed a threat and this meant God’s plan of redemption was certain.

Thinking about the miracle of Yeshua’s arrival, ministry and sacrifi ce transports me to those rocky 
hillsides and the streets of Jerusalem where it all began. Since then, His Gospel has encompassed the 
earth and is returning to where it all began before He comes back. 

Look around you, the world remains without hope and Yeshua remains their only answer. That’s worth 
focusing on this Christmas; enjoy your family and the feasting but please also pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem - Psalm 122.

C4I Australia National Leader Ian Worby & his wife Mandy
 at the Sea of Galilee.
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Article by Mandy Worby

Photo: Mandy Worby outside the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem
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Fields in Bethlehem
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Militant Islam is on the march by sword 
and word. Anti-semitism is rife. So how 
are we to respond?

Specialists Ms Julie Blinco, Institutue 
For Spiritual Awareness Project 
Manager, Rev. Dr Mark Durie, and Mr 
Andrew Tucker, Executive Director 
for Christians for Israel International,  
tackled many of the reasons which 
underlie current 
Middle East 
disputes, at a 
seminar on Israel, 
Islam and the 

Church in Melbourne Australia on November 9.’’Why can’t we just 
love Muslims, not fi ght them?”  was one of many challenging queries 
from an audience of over 130 attendees.

Dr Durie explained we need truth tempered by love. The audience responded with 
spontaneous applause. He urged that we should strive to be well informed about Islam so 
we can better understand what drives militants and those calling themselves moderate.

Dr Durie speaks out of experience, having not only lived among the Achenese in 
Indonesia, but has also closely studied the Qur’an, the Sunna and Hadiths .

Addressing the topic, based on a widely known Arabic Proverb, ‘Saturday comes before 
Sunday: Understandings of the People of the Book and implications for Christian-
Jewish relations’. Rev. Durie explained that the same hatred driving Jihardis to annihilate 
the Jews, and ‘cleanse’ and claim the land of Israel, also targets Christians struggling to 
survive under Dhimma conditions. It is understandable, he said, that in trying to defl ect 
this antagonism, some non-Muslims, both in Islamic contexts and in the West, choose to 
appease Muslims and align themselves against a Biblical view of Israel and the Jews.    

Christians for Israel International’s Executive Director, Melbourne-born and Netherlands-
based lawyer Mr Andrew Tucker, drew on his considerable experience in international law 
and Biblical values to explain ‘Why Jerusalem is not occupied and why it matters’.  His 
challenge: ‘Australia now has a unique opportunity as member of the UN Security Council 
to show leadership and vision in support of Israel ... and to ‘continue to defend the right of 
the Jewish people to live as a nation in peace and safety’.

Julie Blinco addressed Ancient Covenants and Modern Churches: A Christian 
Refl ection.  She argued that, in spite of Replacement Theology seeming to be thriving 
under the pressure of “popular cultural and political opinion towards Israel”,  God’s 

covenants with Noah and Abraham are eternal and remain true and relevant. While the 
Mosaic Covenant was specifi cally for Israelites, it has been fulfi lled.   

Citing Paul’s letter to the Romans, Chapters 9-11, Ms Blinco showed how the Church 
is “grafted-in” to the  Covenantal promises binding God to Israel.  She concluded that 
the New Covenant is eternally upheld by God, and open to all. A conference highlight 
was hearing one whose life experiences encompass Islam, Judaism (Messianic) and 
Christianity. ‘Amir’ (pseudonym) is a former Muslim and now a Christian evangelist with 
a special heart for the Jews. He fl ed Iran, arriving in Australia  four years ago. He testifi ed 
that as a youth he was dissatisfi ed with Islam. On learning about the ‘People of the Book’, 

Amir wanted to know more and was drawn to a Messianic Jewish 
congregation after arriving in Australia.

“God showed me in a vision how much He valued his Jewish people”, 
he said, “so they have a special place in my heart,” a sentiment 
heartily endorsed by the other three speakers.

“We who follow Christ,” Ms Blinco concluded, “need to endeavour 
to marry love and truth in how we live out our world-view. Millions of 

people rely on and wait for us to do this for their freedom”.

Report by Jenni Howell
Freelance journalist, researcher, author and member of Oak Tree Anglican Church.
_________________________________________________________________________________

The Institute for Spiritual Awareness will also be holding a training seminar in Melbourne on 27-8 
February, 2015. 

Copies of Andrew Tucker’s video presentation as well as Julie Blinco’s and Rev. Mark Durie’s audio 
recordings of their presentations are available for order. Please contact Christians for Israel at 
info@c4israel.com.au or visit www.c4israel.com.au/events for further details.

Mark Durie is also author of the informative book 
The Third Choice:
The Third Choice offers indispensable keys for understanding current 
trends in global politics, including the widening impact of sharia 
revival, deterioration of human rights in Islamic societies, jihad 
terrorism, recurring patterns of Western appeasement, interfaith 
dialogue initiatives, and the increasingly fraught relationship between 
migrant Muslim communities in the West and their host societies.

TO ORDER YOUR COPY contact the Christian’s for Israel 
Australia offi ce at info@c4israel.com.au or www.c4israel.com.au

DONATION OF: $19.95 + $5.00 shipping ($24.95)

The Dilemma of Israel, Islam and the Church
Highlights from the November 2014 Melbourne Seminar

Why can’t we 
just love Muslims, 

not fi ght them?

Andrew, Julie & Mark at the 
First Seminar earlier this year

Deepen your faith next year... Worship the Lord 
in the land He trod... Bless the people and be 
blessed... now is your time to walk thru the Bible!

• Return economy fl ights 
• Superior accommodation
• All buff et breakfasts & dinners 
• All entry fees
• Cable car ride to Masada 
• David Citadel Light Show 
• St Peters fi sh lunch
• Caesarea Maratima
• Jaff a on the Mediterranean

• Picnic Lunch near Gideon Springs
• Float in the Dead Sea
• Celebrate communion at Garden Tomb
• Pray over Jerusalem from the 

Mount of Olives
• Experience Nazareth Village & Garden Tomb
• Explore Western Wall Tunnels, Jerusalem 
• Expert Messianic tour guides 
• Air-conditioned coach travel 
• Unique itinerary includes Shilo in Samaria 

plus Australian memorial at Mt Scopus, 
plus much MUCH more!!!

Contact Olive Tree Travel for availability & details. 
1300 550 830  |  info@olivetreetravel.com.au

Phone foryour FREEinfo packwith itinerary and details.1300 550 830

$5995pp
*

16-29 Apr / 2 May 2015

Cruise the Lake of 
Galilee where Jesus 
performed many 

miracles.

“Explore Ancient 
Caesarea!”

*Price subject to change and is dependant upon a minimum of 20 
paying persons. Does not include airport taxes. Conditions apply.

Optional 4 Day Petra extension: 
$1590pp+: Visit Mt Nebo where Moses saw the Promise 
Land, enter the Rose city of Petra, Wadi Rum 4WD 
Tabernacle in the Wilderness +Minimum of 10 paying persons.

14 Day Tour Includes:

Express your interest before Dec 19 
to secure your seat!

Experience baptism
 in the Jordan River!

W
or

sh

ip the Risen Lord i n Israel

Everything taken care of for you!

With host’s Ian & Mandy Worby
Everything taken care of for you!

With host’s Ian & Mandy Worby

Walking in the Dust 
of our Rabbi
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Beersheba – October 31, 2014: The long, lonely fi nal note 
of the Last Post hung in the air under the overcast skies high 
above this city. Here, in the heart of the Israeli capital of the 
Negev, men wearing Australian, New Zealander, historic and 
modern military uniforms stood to attention among a crowd 
of adults, their ranks in turn permeated by young people 
wearing the colours of a variety of Jewish youth movements.

The gathering, held to commemorate the 1917 Battle of 
Beersheba, heard how soldiers “from the uttermost parts of 
the earth” – the ANZACS – opened the way for the rebirth 
of the national home for the Jewish people.

Whether most Australians accept this connection or 
not, it is an undeniable fact of history: 97 years ago, the 
destinies of Israel and Australia came thundering together.

Today, right now, they are linked together again.

Ask any Australian – 100 years ago this year began what 
was to become the defi ning moment hitherto in the history of 
that enormous but sparsely-populated southern country. It 
was then that the Land Down Under paid the immeasurable 
price that earned it its place among the nations of the 
modern world.

Beginning in August 1914, half-a million young men – one 
out of every 10 Australians – sailed, rode and marched off to 
war. Over 60, 000 would never come home. By the buckets-
full, their blood would saturate the soil of Asia Minor and 
Europe, and the desert sands of the Middle East.

But while battles would be fought ferociously on many 
fronts, by soldiers from many nations, the most enduring 
impact on modern human history would be made on the 
geographical area of the ancient land of Israel – three years 
after Australia fi rst went to war.

And it would be made by the ‘Diggers’.*

Known as Ottoman Turkish Palestine, the long forsaken but 
never forgotten homeland of the Jews had for more than a 
millennium been trodden underfoot by Muslims – none of 
whom cared especially for the territory, and none of whom 
would establish it as a country of their own. Interspersed 
with them, other gentiles held the land – Crusaders, 
Byzantines and Romans. It had been more than two 
thousand years since the Jews were able to be sovereign in 
their own country.

Three years after the commencement of World War I, on 
October 31, 2017, all that was to change.

On that momentous day, armed only with bayonets, 
Australians of the 4th Light Horse Brigade – of the Anzac 
Mounted Division – charged the Turkish trenches around 
the city of Beersheba in the southern province of Palestine, 
and took the city. Risking – and giving – their lives, these 
soldiers opened the door for the armies of the British 
Empire to wrest the land from the Islamic world in readiness 
for the return of the Jews.

Three years from now, Australia will be caught up in the 
centennial celebrations of the Battle of Beersheba – that 
moment that helped to characterise the last 100 years of 
Aussie identity, patriotism and pride.

Shockingly, however, also three years from now, those very, 
priceless Australian sacrifi ces may be rendered negligible, 
void and even worthless. Three years from now, Israel’s 
most implacable and hate-fi lled enemy – the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) – plans to see the Jews 
expelled from the heart of their restored biblical lands, and 
an independent Arab state called Palestine established there. 
Three years from now – the land unchained from Islamic 
rule by the free world, with Australia playing that key role 
– could be set to be returned to Muslim rule by the ‘free 
world’ and taken – forever – from the people to whom 
Australia helped return it in 1917.

As the Jews of Israel have for decades, their spokesmen 
in Beersheba on October 31 this year expressed Israel’s 
heartfelt acknowledgement of the debt it owes Australia for 
the resurrection of their homeland.

This month, possibly right before we go to press, perhaps 
shortly after, Israelis will watch and listen as petition is 
made by the PLO to the United Nations Security Council to 
pass international law that will set in motion their eviction 
plan for the Jews from Israel’s biblical heartland and 
strategic high ground. It is the intention of the Palestinian 
Arabs to have Palestine created de jure by 2017. After 
repeatedly vacillating about the timing, latest reports 

indicate the PLO is gearing up to push for this at the 
Security Council this November or very soon after, after all.

On November 4, senior PLO offi cial Wassel Abu Yusef 
announced that the PLO would submit a draft resolution to 
the Security Council later this month calling for an end date 
for Israeli occupation [SIC].

And these Arabs have friends in high places, friends like 
new European foreign policy chief Federica Mogherini, 
who – also in November – announced that the main goal 
of her fi ve-year term will be to see the creation of this 
Palestine. Meanwhile, the highly placed friend Israel always 
believed it could depend upon appears – to the Israelis – 
ready to switch sides.

Last month the Times of Israel’s top story was headlined, 
“US veto at Security Council may no longer be a given.” 
The Algemeiner enlarged on this in a report that in...  

“...a dramatic development, Israeli cabinet members are 
warning that US President Barack Obama threatened 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu that the US may opt 
not to oppose future hostile UN Security Council votes, 
unless Israel accedes to American policy demands.”

In the midst of all this, where is Australia positioned?

Some would say the great southern land has arrived again – 
almost unexpectedly – at the next defi ning moment in 
its history.

As I write this, Australia holds – possibly for the fi nal time** 
– the presidency of the Security Council. It will relinquish 
the chair to Chad on December 1, and itself be rotated 
completely off the Council at the end of the year.

The trenchant question facing concerned Australians 
and others is this: how will this country go out? How will 
Australia’s term on the Security Council be remembered? 
How will Australia make use of the authority and 
responsibility she has been accorded (believers would say 
by God) to lastingly impact the history of the nations of the 
world, the history of Israel, and the history of Australia itself?

Will Australia go out with a fi zzle, or with a bang?

On the critical, about-to-be-tabled, question of dividing the 
historical Land of Israel into two states, will Australia’s 
representatives in the Security Council behave like 
politicians – concerned about their country’s immediate 
and short term perceived interests? Or will the Abbott 
government rise to the occasion and refuse to bow to the 
pressures and expectations of an Israel-hostile world, 

following in the way upon which it has already embarked, 
even if doing so means it stands alone?

What can Australia do? Practically speaking, as president 
of the Security Council, Australia can put her role to good 
use and call to have the Palestinian Arabs’ 2011 petition for 
Security Council recognition – currently stalled in mid-
process – declared null and void.

In the way the Almighty has always had when dealing with 
the nations of the world in relation to Israel, it seems as 
if Australia has been positioned by God to bless Israel by 
standing with her if she so chooses, and to accrue blessings 
in turn. The biblical principle, found in Genesis 12:3 is 
rock solid – as testifi ed to by the track record of nations, 
kingdoms and empires for thousands of years.

The British Empire wore the crown as a nation that blessed 
Israel and was blessed in turn, but lost it after it forsook the 
Balfour Declaration and betrayed its mandate to oversee 
the creation of the Jewish national home in Palestine. 
The United States had it, but has dropped it too – and the 
consequences of doing so will yet be seen.

For Australia, now being offered the crown to bless Israel and 
be blessed in turn, the “reckless charge” to capture Beersheba 
almost a century ago proved to be a defi ning moment.

Today, right now, she faces another defi ning moment, a 
moment of destiny. It too may require another “reckless 
charge.” Can the spirit of the Light Horse Brigade reach 
out across the years to ignite Australian action on Israel’s 
behalf? Can the spirit of the ANZACS move Australia to 
use her position of infl uence in a pivotal and crucial way 
in what believers would also understand could be her 
“Esther” moment?

Let Christians with understanding and conviction earnestly 
petition the Throne, that God would move upon Prime Minister 
Abbot and his cabinet, causing them to do what is right. For 
who knows, but that Australia has come to the presidency of 
the United Nations Security Council for such a time as this?
* The popular term for Australian World War One soldiers.

** There is no guarantee that Australia will be re-elected to the Security Council again – especially 
if she bucks the international consensus on Palestine, but even if she doesn’t. At least 60 UN member 
states have never been voted to serve on the Council.

Recommended reading on this subject: Books by historian Kelvin 
Crombie, who can be contacted at www.heritageresources.com.au
• Anzacs, Empires and Israel’s Restoration 1798-1948
• Anzacs & Israel: A Signifi cant Connection
• El Alamein: Halting an Impending Holocaust in the Middle East
• Journey to Beersheba
• Gallipoli – The Road to Jerusalem

Jerusalem Watchman is STAN 
GOODENOUGH, a South African Gentile 
Christian, resident in Israel for 25 years. He is 
a journalist, commentator, speaker & licensed 
Israel tour guide. Jerusalem Watchman serves 
to help Christians understand the biblical 
context of events affecting Israel; to encourage 
prayer as well as action in support of the Jews 
in their God-given land. Stan works in alliance 
with the Israel-based INTERNATIONAL 
CHRISTIAN ZIONIST CENTER.

Visit the website at www.jerusalemwatchman.org 
or email: jerusalemwatchman@gmail.com
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Photo: Re-enactment of the charge of the Light horse during the Battle for Beersheba.



4 December 2014Aussie Wake Up Call - By Ron Ross

In past years Australia 
has observed terrorism 
at a distance.
We have refereed the Israel-Palestinian exchanges from 
afar, no doubt influenced by the media coverage. 2014 has 
brought change and it is a development that will continue as 
the global village shrinks further. 

Jihad is here. Sydney teen Abdullah Elmir 17 joined Islamic 
State (seen in photo). He issued a stark 90 second video.

“This message, I deliver to you, the people of America. 
I deliver this message to you, the 
people of Britain. And I deliver 
this message to you — especially 
— the people of Australia. And I 
say this about your  coalition. You 
threaten us with this coalition of 
countries. Bring every nation that 
you wish to us. Bring every nation 
that you want to come and fight 
us. It means nothing to us.”

Now known as Abu Khalid, he 
declared IS will take control of the 
US and Britain and he warned Prime 
Minister Tony Abbot IS will take their 
fight to Australia.

Surrounded by IS fighters brandishing 
weapons he continued: 

“We will not put down our 
weapons until we reach your 
lands, until we take the head of 
every tyrant, and until the black 
flag is flying high in every single 
land. Until we put the black flag on 
top of Buckingham Palace. Until 
we’ve put the black flag on top of 
the White House, we will not stop and we will keep on 
fighting. We will fight you and we will defeat you.”

The Abbott government said the release was evidence of the 
threat posed by Islamic State — also known as the Islamic 
State of Iraq and the Levant — against Australia.

An 18-year old Numan Haider knifed two police officers at 
Endeavour Hills Police Station in Melbourne. He supports 
Islamic State and hoped to behead people and video their 
slaughtered bodies draped in the black flag of IS.

On September 25, 2014 columnist Paul Sheehan wrote: 

“Muslims are over-represented in Goulburn’s super 
max prison and were prominent in an outbreak of 
violence last Sunday when prisoners reacted to a 
clamp-down of security. The cry of “Allah Akbah”, the 
rallying call of jihadists, was reportedly shouted by a 
number of inmates as they threatened guards.” (SMH)

Sheehan actually gave terror details in Australia dating back 
to 1998. His column contains graphic and alarming detail.

The former ASIO chief David Irvine said there were 
about 60 Australians fighting with Islamic State and its 
rival, Jahabat-al-Nusra. “Another hundred people here in 
Australia are actively supporting these extremist groups, 
 recruiting new fighters (and grooming new suicide bombing 
candidates), providing funding and equipment,” he told the 
National Press Club.

Irvine warned of a recruiting program targeting young 
Australian men and women. 

“We are aware of attempts to get young people to go 
over to those places and we have seen the training of 
young people over there to be suicide bombers.

“The process of recruitment, which I also think is 
grooming, is occurring here. And I have to say, not 
necessarily ‘hey, mate, come here, we want you to be 
a suicide bomber’ but a gradual process that reaches 
its crescendo when the people arrive or are in Syria or 
Iraq for some time.”

As the world shrinks and the internet and 
social networking ignores borders, what do we 
expect from our national leaders?

Tight security is a priority. The Australian world is changing 
and we risk our own 9/11. In fact America went on a 
constant terror alert after 9/11. American police and law 
enforcement officials took full advantage of the expertise 
accumulated by Israel.

A year after 9/11, 2002, Los Angeles Police Department 
detective Ralph Morten flew to Israel to receive training and 
advice on preparing security arrangements for large public 
gatherings. He saw the Academy Awards as a likely target.

In 2003, thirty-senior U.S. law enforcement officials 
attended a meeting in Israel on ‘Law enforcement in the Era 
of Global Terror.’

“We went to the country that’s been dealing with the 
issue,” Boston Police Commissioner Paul F. Evans 
said. “The police are the front line in the battle against 
terrorism. We were there to learn from them - their 
response, their efforts to deter it. They touched all  
the bases.”

A Jewish Virtual Library report says: 

“In September 2013, a special team of bomb squad 
members from cities along the U.S.-Mexico border 
travelled to Israel in an effort to improve techniques 
and tactics for dealing with illegal immigration and 
IED attacks. Sgt. Chris Rogers represented the Pima 
(Arizona) Regional Bomb Squad - ‘We engaged the 
Department of Defense and the technical support group 
to sponsor the trip. So we could get first hand training 
and experience from the Israelis who have been dealing 
with cross border IED (Improvised Explosive Devices) 
for some time now. Some of the training for the group 
included going to a West Bank military outpost with 
the Israeli National Police bomb squad and visiting an 
Israeli port of entry to learn about port inspections as 
they relate to counter explosives and counter  
IED operations.’”

As deadly terrorism closes in on Australia and Australians, 
we could also benefit from consultation with the Israelis. 
Their survival depends on their vigilance and they believe in 
the promises of God.

Consider the evidence. The United Nations (UN) declared 
Israel a state May 14, 1948.  The UN resolution declared 
‘Palestine be partitioned into two states, one Arab and the 
other Jewish.’   

So what happened to the Arab state? Having to recognize 
Israel caused the Arabs to refuse the deal. They concluded 
they preferred no Arab state than openly recognize the 
‘infidel’ state of Israel. 

Britain returned their Mandate to the UN one day after 
the declaration. Immediately five surrounding Arab states 
including Iraq, attacked the fledgling Israel. Truly Jerusalem 
was even then ‘a cup that causes reeling to all people 
around’ and ‘a heavy stone for all peoples.’ (Zech 12: 2,3)

The deep seeded passion has endured. Sadly the enemies of 
Israel unite saying: “Come, let us destroy them (Israel) as 
a nation that the name of Israel be remembered no more.” 
(Psalm 83: 4)

The hour for Israel is tense.  Not only are the threats coming 
from familiar sources but also from those who so publicly 
proclaimed their friendship and loyalty to Israel.

There was a milestone event this year when the UK 
parliament voted 274-12 to recognize 
a Palestinian state.  The so-called 
‘non-binding motion” said: “This 
House believes that the Government 
should recognize the state of Palestine 
alongside the state of Israel as a 
contribution to securing a negotiated 
two-state solution.” 

British leaders emphasized their actual 
support for a Palestinian state is not 
yet, but they could make the move to 
recognition if they believed that would 
help the Middle East peace process. 
Sweden also joined 134 countries who 
now recognize ‘Palestine.’

In the current climate I imagine Israeli 
leaders praying:  
“O God, do not be silent; be not 
quiet, O God, be not still.  See how 
our enemies are astir, how your foes 
rear their heads. With cunning they 
conspire against Your people;  
they plot against those You cherish.” 
(Psalm 83: 1-3)

In a Friday sermon on Dec. 15, 2000, 
Ayatollah Khamenei declared, “Iran’s position, which 
was first expressed by the Imam [Khomeini]…is that the 
cancerous tumor called Israel must be uprooted from the 
region.” A month later, he repeated his message. “The 
foundation of the Islamic regime is opposition to Israel and 
the perpetual subject of Iran is the elimination of Israel 
from the region.”

More recently, on Nov. 20, 2013, Khamenei told an 
assembly of some 50,000 Basij militiamen that Israel was 
ready to fall. “The Zionist regime is a regime whose pillars 
are extremely shaky and is doomed to collapse,” he said. 
Israelis, he added, “should not be called humans.”

The venomous attacks in Israel go on and they are not only 
verbal rhetoric but often brutally physical.

Israel is highly qualified to advise us.

Rock and roll elder statesman Gene Simmons (Kiss) is 
promoting his new book Me,inc. In a promotional interview 
he said, “Jews have never been popular and they still aren’t. 
Everybody will agree by and large that Jews are not their 
favorite people, unless they go to church and pray to one.”

He added, “Or if they want good banking, they’ll go to a 
Jewish banker. Or if they’re sick, they’ll go to a Jewish 
doctor. Or if they need an accountant, they’ll go to a Jewish 
accountant. Or if they’re going to sue someone, they’ll go to 
a Jewish lawyer.”

I would add, if we want the most qualified security 
credentials we should grasp the wise and tested expertise 
garnered by Israel.

Then of course they have a secret weapon which can be 
found in the prayers of David. “My salvation and my 
honour depend on God; He is my mighty rock, my refuge. 
Trust in Him at all times. O people; pour out your hearts to 
Him, for God is our refuge.” (Psalm 62: 7-8)

_____________________________________________________

Ron Ross former national director 
of Bridges for Peace, Australia. 
At the invitation of the BFP 
International Board he moved to 
Jerusalem and worked in the BFP 
Jerusalem headquarters for five 
years. Back in Australia he is now 
the Middle East correspondent 
for United Christian Broadcasters 
and travels regularly preaching 
and teaching. 

Visit his ministry website at 
www.ronross.org

Sydney teen, Abdullah Elmir appears in Islamic State video.  
Photo: Screengrab from Live Leak

ISIS fighters confront NSW Police at a 2012 riot in 
Sydney, Australia. Photo: News Limited



Israel is committed to guaranteeing 
freedom of religion and access to all holy 
sites in Jerusalem. But whereas the Israeli 
authorities take measures designed to 
maintain public order and uphold the 
delicate status quo on the Temple Mount, 
there are many on the Palestinian side who 
exploit the holy sites in order to inflame 
passions and undermine the long-standing 
modus vivendi in the city.

The attempt to frame the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict in religious terms is 
driven by a political agenda. Those who 
promote such rhetoric hope to advance their 
national goals by engaging people's deep 
religious beliefs, but the outcome may be 
much more dangerous than they bargain for.

Viewing the conflict as based more on 
faith than nationality not only makes it 
more difficult to reach a solution, but may 
push the region into further instability. 
Actively promoting such a view is 
irresponsible.

In contrast to most rulers of Jerusalem 
throughout history, Israel has an official 
policy, laid down in the Declaration of 
Independence, of respecting freedom of 
faith and worship for all religions 
represented in the city. Particularly, Israel 
constantly works to facilitate worship of 
Muslims and Christians in their respective 
holy sites, and only restricts access when 
considerations of security and public safety 
are preponderate. 

Sadly, conspiracy theories about the 
Jews threatening to destroy the Al-Aqsa 
mosque have abounded in the region for 
decades and, starting before the 
establishment of Israel, have been exploited 
by Palestinian and Arab leaders to rally the 
masses and incite them to violence against 
the Jews.

Already in 1929 the Grand Mufti of 
Jerusalem, Haj Amin al-Husseini, provoked 
the Arab population to fierce anti-Jewish 
riots by claiming that the Jews were 
threatening the mosque. Unfortunately, such 
rumors and conspiracy theories, which can 
be traced back to almost a century ago, still 
exist today.

It should be stressed that it is not only 
Hamas radicals who promote this 
inflammatory rhetoric. Officials of the 
Palestinian Authority, which pretends to be 
interested in reaching a peaceful settlement 
with Israel, have no qualms about 
exploiting the holy sites to advance their 
diplomatic goals.Recent examples of this 

are the statements by the 
president of the Palestinian 
Authority, Mahmoud Abbas, 
widely reported in the media on 
17-18 October 2014, that the PA 
will not allow the "herd of 
settlers" to desecrate the Al-Aqsa 
mosque, and that the PA intends 
to take legal action in the 
international arena to prevent 
settlers from harming the 
mosque.

This was not the first time 
Abbas made such comments. In a 
speech he gave on 31 December 
2013 at an event marking the 
anniversary of Fatah's 

establishment, he warned that "the 
dangerous systematic attacks on the Al-
Aqsa Mosque continue incessantly.” 

Over the years, PA officials have 
repeatedly voiced the same preposterous 
libel which accuses Israel of devising plans 
to destroy the Al-Aqsa mosque.

In an interview Abbas gave to the Saudi 
paper Al-Watan in June 2013, he said, 
“We've said on several occasions that Al-
Aqsa is in danger because the excavations 
Israel is conducting in the Temple Mount 
and beneath its foundations put it in danger 
of collapse… All these acts indicate an evil 
and dangerous plot to destroy Al-Aqsa and 
build the alleged temple."

The truth is that any archeological dig 
conducted by Israel is done according to 
accepted archeological standards, taking 
extreme care not to harm the delicate 
physical and spiritual fabric in the city. The 
same cannot be said for the Islamic 
authorities who manage the Temple Mount, 
the Waqf, who have conducted heavy 
excavation works under the mountain in an 
area called "Solomon's Stables", 
indiscriminately removing tons of earth and 
rubble in order to build a new mosque. 
These unsupervised works resulted in the 
destruction of previously unexplored 
archeological layers.

In another example, the Palestinian 
Authority disseminated the libel that Israel 
and Jews were behind a 1969 arson attempt 
that was actually perpetrated by an 
Australian non-Jew. Since the Al-Aqsa 
mosque is an important holy site for 
Muslims, accusing "senior Jews of high 
position" of trying to destroy it is a 
transparent attempt by the PA to promote 
religious hatred against the Jews. This 
particular accusation appeared in a 
documentary film about the arson, and was 
shown at an event held under the auspices 
of PA Chairman Mahmoud Abbas. 

The false claims about threats to the Al-
Aqsa mosque are often mixed with semi-
racist claims about the so-called 
"judaisation" of Jerusalem, which hint at the 
existence of a secret "master plan" to turn 
the city into an exclusively Jewish one. The 
main arguments made in this context are 
summarized in a report posted on the 
website of the official Palestinian news 
agency, Wafa, titled, "The Methods Used to 
Judaize Jerusalem." 

In reality, it is rather Palestinian leaders 
and speakers who engage in relentless 

attempts to "de-judaize" Jerusalem, and this 
by denying and negating the Jews' 
connection to the city and its holy places.  

Thus, former leader of the PLO and first 
chairman of the PA Yasser Arafat adopted 
an obscure theory about the location of the 
Jewish temple, claiming it was in Yemen. 

Much like his predecessor, current PA 
president Abbas, who is often considered to 
be a moderate, actually holds an extremely 
intolerant view with regard to Jewish rights 
in Jerusalem. This view was revealed in 
various diplomatic speeches that Abbas has 
delivered at the United Nations General 
Assembly, in which he stressed Jerusalem's 
importance to Muslims and Christians, 
deliberately omitting the deep historical and 
religious attachment of the Jews to the city.

For example, in his 2011 address, Abbas 
pretended to bring a message from "the 
Holy Land, the land of Palestine, the land of 
divine messages, ascension of the Prophet 
Muhammad and the birthplace of Jesus 
Christ.”  Note the deliberate omission of 
any reference to the Jewish faith and its 
links to the land.

Indeed, the same Palestinian leaders 
who claim to act in protection of the holy 
places to Islam in Jerusalem negate the 
city's holiness to Judaism. Their statements 
are strewn with skepticism about the 
historical existence of a Jewish temple on 
the Temple Mount (which they call Haram 
al-Sharif), using terms such as "alleged 
temple" and "myth". Besides being a poor 
attempt to rewrite history, this attitude is 
one of chauvinism and of negation of the 
other, which is hardly conducive to peace.

This rejectionist approach was reflected 
in the words of the PA's Minister of 
Religious Affairs, Mahmoud Habash in 
December 2012, who declared that the 
Western Wall (one of the holiest places for 
the Jewish people since the destruction of 
the Second Temple in 70 CE), is an Islamic 
holy site and that no Jews or non-Muslims 
worshiped there at any time in history until 
after the issuance of the Balfour Declaration 
in 1917.   Habash added that Israel's claim 
on Jerusalem and the "Wailing Wall" lacks 
the most basic historical foundations.
Distortion of history and promulgation of a 
culture of hate against Israel and the Jews in 
the context of Jerusalem is not confined to 
official statements, but is also manifest in 
educational content to which Palestinian 
children are exposed. For example, 
Palestinian state television aired in July 
2013 a video of two Palestinian girls 
reciting an anti-Semitic poem. The poem, 
translated by media watchdog Palestinian 
Media Watch, also teaches that Jerusalem is 
not for Jews, because Jerusalem “vomits” 
out the Jews who are said to be “filth” and 
“impure.” 

Appendix 
Here are a few recent examples of 

inflammatory statements by Palestinian 
Authority officials (courtesy of PMW):

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat 
Al-Jadida, June 13, 2014): 

“PLO Executive Committee Member 

and Head of the Department for Jerusalem 
Affairs Ahmed Qurei… condemned the 
opening, for the sixth consecutive year, of 
the Jewish Festival of Lights in 
Jerusalem… [he said that] these events 
incite to the destruction of the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and the construction of the alleged 
Temple on its ruins.”

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat 
Al-Jadida, June 10, 2014):  
“[PA] Minister of Religious Affairs Yusuf 
 Ida'is disclosed yesterday [June 9, 2014] 
 that over the month of May, the  occupation 
authorities and groups of  settlers carried out 
50 attacks on the Al- Aqsa Mosque and the 
houses of worship.  In a statement made 
yesterday, Ida’is  said… that there has been 
a rise in the  number of settlers invading and 
 desecrating the Al-Aqsa Mosque plazas  and 
the Ibrahimi Mosque (i.e., Cave of the 
 Patriarchs), and a spread of tendentious 
 media campaigns within Israeli society  and 
the world at large calling for the  validation 
of Talmudic prayers [in the Al- Aqsa 
Mosque], the destruction of the Al- Aqsa 
Mosque and the construction of the  alleged 
Temple.”

 

Mahmoud Abbas (Official 
Palestinian Authority TV, 
June 8, 2014): 

"If the Israelis were allowed to go 
further, they would have gone further and 
destroyed the Al-Aqsa [Mosque].

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat 
Al-Jadida, Apr. 23, 2014): 
"Secretary-General of the [PA's] Islamic-
Christian Council for Jerusalem and the 
Holy Places Hanna Issa... noted that lately, 
ongoing calls have been made by the 
extreme right to enlist a large number of 
settlers to assault the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
order to perform their Talmudic rituals in it 
(PA euphemism for Jews praying). He 
emphasized that '... The aim of these attacks 
is to build the alleged Temple on the ruins 
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque and the 
expropriation of the sovereignty of these 
holy sites from the Arabs and Muslims.'”

Official PA daily (Al-Hayat 
Al-Jadida, Apr. 14, 2014): 

"The PA Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
strongly condemned Israel's escalation 
against civilians, their property and holy 
sites... The Ministry disclosed that for more 
than two years it informed all Muslims and 
Arabs at an official and public level about 
the nature of the Judaization plan at the Al-
Aqsa Mosque (i.e., the Temple Mount 
Plaza).

The Israeli government has been 
carrying out this plan on a daily basis, and 
the rate of escalation and repression against 
Al-Aqsa is increasing... towards dividing it 
(the Temple Mount) geographically and 
according to time (allocating times and 
spaces for different religions), destroying it 
and building what is referred to as 'the 
Temple' in its place."
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Tensions running raw in wake of 
shooting of American-born rabbi.

American-born Rabbi Yehuda Glick was 
gunned down by an Islamic radical 
Wednesday night following a conference in 
Jerusalem but survived the attack and is 
recovering in a Jerusalem hospital.

Tensions were already simmering in 
Jerusalem after last week’s shooting of a 
prominent Jewish Temple Mount activist, 
and now new Muslim threats have been 
issued against those who advocate for 
Jewish access to the holy site.

On Sunday morning, four days after the 
attempted assassination of American-born 
activist Rabbi Yehuda Glick, a list appeared 
on an Islamic social media site targeting 
several other religious activists and warning 
them to stop pushing for Jews to be allowed 
to pray on the Temple Mount.

Glick was shot three times Wednesday 
night outside of Jerusalem’s Menachem 
Begin Heritage Center by an Arab Muslim 
who was killed the next morning in a shoot-
out with Israeli police. Glick, chairman of 
the Temple Mount Heritage Foundation, 
had just given a speech on the significance 
of the Jewish Temple when he was 
approached in the parking lot by a 32-year-
old Arab man and shot three times.

“Thank God, Yehuda Glick is 
recovering well,” said Rabbi Chaim 
Richman, international director of the 
Temple Mount Institute in Jerusalem, in an 
email message to WND Sunday.

Richman, like Glick, is a leader in the 
growing Jewish Temple movement. They 
carry out their work knowing they are 
firmly in the sights of jihadist assassins. 
And if they needed any fresh evidence of 
the dark cloud that follows them, it came on 
Sunday.

Marked for Death?
Richman said he spent Sunday morning 

providing information to Jerusalem police 
about the list of more than a dozen targeted 
Jewish activists that appeared on the 
Internet. His name and picture was on the 
list.

“This morning, a ‘list’ of other Temple 
activists who are being targeted, appeared 
on the Internet, on Islamic social media. 
This list features myself, as well as Rabbi 
Yisrael Ariel, the founder of the Temple 
Institute,” Richman said. “The police have 
been made aware.”

He provided a scan of the list to WND.
“All of our names are translated here into 
Arabic, and the bottom features a caption in 
Hebrew that reads: ‘We, the Muslims, will 
not allow anyone to touch Al Aksa. Your 
actions are liable to drag the entire region 
into war. The Al Aksa mosque is for 
Muslims only, and we will not allow you to 
control it.’”

Glick’s vision of three faiths – Islam, 
Christianity and Judaism – sharing the 
Temple Mount is something that has been 
slowly gaining traction among Jews in 
Israel, and some believe it could be the key 
to a future solution to the Arab-Israeli 
conflict.

That would require a major change of 
heart on the part of Islamic leaders.

Any mention of sharing the holy site 
with Jews is anathema to Muslims, who 
consider it tantamount to a declaration of 
war. The second Intifada was touched off in 
2000 when then-Prime Minister Ariel 
Sharon made a visit to the Temple Mount, 
which was seen by Muslims as an 
unforgivable provocation.

But just as it appears Glick will 
miraculously survive the three bullets fired 
into his chest at point-blank range, his 
dream of a shared rebuilt temple atop God’s 
holy mountain also lives on, say those who 
share his vision.

‘Temple Mount is Key to 
Everything’

The city remains on edge with all eyes 
now on the Temple Mount. U.S. Secretary 
of State John Kerry called for calm on both 
sides Thursday and asked leaders to refrain 
from any further inflammatory comments, 
saying it was imperative to maintain the 
“status quo” on the Temple Mount.

“No one can deny the urgency and the 
centrality of this issue, following the 
attempt made against Yehuda Glick. It has 
become the No. 1 news story here in 
Israel,” Richman told WND. “Everyone 
now understands, in a brand new way, what 
we have been teaching for years – that the 
Temple Mount is the key to everything. 
That the destiny of the Jewish people is 
totally bound up with the Temple Mount 
and the rebuilding of the Holy Temple.”

Richman said that for many years he, 
Glick and Ariel, among others, have zeroed 
in on the Temple Mount as the key to 
sustaining Israel’s identity on the 
international stage.

He said Israel must “realign ourselves, 

as a nation, to realize the importance of this 

holy place in the life of the people of Israel 

and that of the whole world.”
Since regaining control of the Old City 

in 1967, a series of complicated agreements 

with the Muslim Waqf and the state of 

Jordan allows Jews to pray at the Western 

Wall but not atop the hill where two ancient 

Jewish temples once stood. Glick has been 

trying to change that and paid the price. 
An almost ritualistic celebration over 

Glick’s shooting broke out in East 
Jerusalem while Palestinian leaders 
demonized him and glorified the man who 
attempted his murder as a heroic “martyr” 
or “shahid.”

The Palestinian Fatah Party issued a 
statement calling Glick an “extremist 
Zionist” and referred to the attempt on his 
life as “the assassination of the despicable 
Glick.” That characterization of Glick as an 
uncompromising zealot is at odds with 
reality, according to Joel Richardson, a 
Christian author and filmmaker whose most 
recent project, “End Times Eyewitness,” 
features clips of Glick talking about his 
desire for peace with the Muslims.

‘A Great Spiritual Awakening’ 
in Israel

While Glick is portrayed in the 
mainstream media as a hardline activist 
rabbi looking to stoke confrontational 
religious fires, he comes across in 
Richardson’s film as a friendly, passionate 
man seeking reconciliation with his Arab 
brothers – some would say to a fault.

But despite his characterization in the 
media as a religious zealot, recent polls 
taken in Israel show that Glick’s views are 
increasingly within the mainstream of 
Israeli thought.

In recent years, Jewish visits to the 
Temple Mount have increased by over 30 
percent, despite the fact that they face 
aggressive taunting and harassment by 
Muslims whenever they venture up to the 
mount. Richman sees that as evidence that 
the work of Glick and other activists is 
paying dividends.

“There is a great spiritual awakening 
and collective national repentance, so to 
speak, toward returning to the Temple 
Mount,” Richman told WND. “We see the 
struggle for Jewish prayer on the Temple 
Mount to be a struggle for basic human 
rights. The Temple is prophesied to be the 
house of prayer for all nations. More and 
more of the people of Israel are 
reconnecting with the Temple Mount and 
on the political spectrum, more than 10 

percent of the Knesset members are in favor 
of legislation allowing Jewish prayer on the 
Temple Mount.

“So I think ultimately this positive trend 
will continue as we continue to fight for 
Jewish prayer, and as we continue to 
educate concerning the Temple Mount and 
the ultimate rebuilding of the Holy 
Temple.”

Polls taken by Israeli media show that 
more than 60 percent of Israelis, both 
religious and non-religious, believe the 
Jewish people should be allowed to go up 
to the Temple Mount for prayer and 
reflection. “So we have this man (Glick) 
who’s devoted his life to the Jews being 
able to go on the Temple Mount. Could this 
assassination attempt on his life raise the 
issue and bring it more to the forefront with 
even more Jews beginning to say, ‘you 
know, why shouldn’t we be able to go on 
the most holy spot to pray?’” Richardson 
asks.

He Thinks That’s a Definite 
Possibility

Meanwhile, Palestinian leader 
Mahmoud Abbas looks more and more 
intransigent by inciting his people to 
violence in the wake of the attack on Glick. 
When Israeli officials temporarily closed 
the Temple Mount for security reasons in 
the hours following the shooting, Abbas 
immediately called it “a declaration of 
war.” “Even secular Israelis, I think, are 
going to look at that and say we’re not 
dealing with people who are reasonable 
here,” Richardson said. “It’s never going to 
be that way, and if we ever want the right to 
pray on the Temple Mount it’s not just 
going to be something the Muslims are 
going to capitulate on. It may be something 
that requires legislation on the part of the 
Israeli government to say ‘we’re going to 
do this now.’

“Christians have always said something 
has got to happen - some big, unforeseen 
event - that would catapult the prophetic 
timetable forward.”

Muslim Internet ‘List’ Targets Temple Mount Activists
By Leo Hohmann, News Editor, wnd.com

December 2014
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George Deek speaking at a MIFF-event in 
Oslo 27 September 2014

Time has come to put an end the 
culture of hatred and incitement- 
because Anti-Semitism, I believe, is 
a threat to Muslims and Christians, 
as much as for Jews.

I arrived to Norway just over two years 
ago, and here was the first time that I 
interacted with Jews as a minority 
community. I’m usually… used to seeing 
them as a majority. And I have to say, it 
looks very familiar.

I grew up in a similar environment, in 
the Arab-Christian community in Jaffa. I 
was part of the Orthodox Christians, who are 
part of the Christian community, who are 
part of the Arab minority, in the Jewish State 
of Israel, in the Muslim Middle East.

It’s like those Russian dolls, you open a 
big one and there’s a smaller one inside? I’m 
the smallest piece.

A Jew in Norway or an Arab in Israel, 
being a minority means that you are always 
a part of a small community where everyone 
cares for each other and supports each other;

It’s a beautiful thing to know that no 
matter what, you always have a community 
that will care about you.

Being part of a minority community has 
been a blessing throughout my life.

But friends, the life of a minority is also 
a life of constant struggle for fair treatment.

Sometimes you are discriminated 
against, and might even be a victim of hate 
crimes. Even in a democracy like Israel, 
being an Arab minority is not always easy.

Just over a year ago, a bunch of price tag 
bullies walked into the Arab Christian 
cemetery in Jaffa, and they desecrated the 
graves with writings “death to the Arabs”, 
and one of the graves in that cemetery, was 
my father’s.

Being a minority my friends is a 
challenge anywhere, because being a 
minority means being different.

And no nation has ever paid a heavier 
price for being a minority, being different, 
than the Jewish people.

The history of the Jewish people added 
many words to the human vocabulary: 
words like expulsion, forced conversion, 
inquisition, ghetto, pogrom, not to mention 
the word holocaust.

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks explains 
accurately, that the Jews suffered throughout 
the ages, because they were different.

Because they were the most significant 
non-Christian minority in Europe, and today 
the most significant non-Muslim minority in 
the Middle East; but friends, in fact – aren’t 
we all different?

The truth is; being different is what 
makes us human! Every person, every 
culture, every religion is unique, and 
therefore irreplaceable. And a Europe, or a 
Middle East, that has no room for Jews, has 
no room for humanity.

 

Friends, Let’s Not Forget-
Anti-Semitism may begin with Jews, but 

it never ends with Jews. Jews were not the 
only ones to be forcefully converted under 

the inquisition; Hitler made sure that gypsies 
and homosexuals, among others, suffered 
alongside the Jews; and it is happening now 
again, this time in the Middle East.

The Arab world seems to have forgotten 
that its greatest days in the last 1,400 years 
were when it showed tolerance and openness 
towards those who are different.

The genius mathematician Ibn Musa el-
Khawazmi was Uzbeki, the great 
Philosopher Rumi was Persian, the glorious 
leader Salah a-din was Kurdish, the founder 
of Arab nationalism was Michel Aflaq – a 
Christian,

And the one who brought the Islamic 
rediscovery of Plato and Aristotle to the rest 
of the world was Maimonides – a Jew.

 But rather than reviving the successful 
approach of tolerance, Arab youth are being 
taught to hate Jews, using anti-Semitic 
rhetoric from medieval Europe, mixed with 
Islamic radicalism.

And once again, what started as hostility 
towards Jews has become hostility towards 
anyone who is different.

Just last week more than 60,000 Kurds 
fled from Syria towards Turkey, afraid of 
being slaughtered.

On the same day, 15 Palestinians from 
Gaza drowned in the sea trying to escape the 
claws of Hamas; Bahai and Yazidis are at 
risk. And on top of it all, the ethnic 
cleansing of Christians in the Middle East is 
the biggest crime against humanity in the 
21st century. In just two decades Christians 
like me have been reduced from 20% of the 
population of the Middle East to a mere 4% 
today.

And when we see that the main victims 
of Islamist violence are Muslims, it is 
getting clear to everyone – at the end of the 
day, hate destroys the hater.

So friends, if we wish to succeed in 
protecting our right to be different, if we 
want to have a future in that region, I believe 
we should stand together – Jews, Muslims 
and Christians:

We will fight for the right of Christians 
everywhere to live their faith without fear, 
with the same passion with which we will 
fight for the right of Jews to live without 
fear. We will fight against Islamophobia, but 
we need our Muslims partners to join the 
fight against Christianophobia and 
Judeophobia. Because the thing at stake is 
our shared humanity.

I Know That This Might 
Sound Naive, But I Believe 
That It’s Possible

The only thing that is standing between 
us and a more tolerant world is fear.

When the world changes, people start 
worrying about what the future holds.

This fear makes people shrink 
themselves into the passive position of 
victims, rejecting reality, and looking for 
someone to blame for being behind all this.

It is true today as much as it was true in 
1948. The Arab world can overcome this 
mindset, but it requires the courage to think 
and act differently.

This change demands that the Arabs 
realize that they are not helpless victims, it 
demands that they open up to self-criticism, 
and to holding themselves accountable;

 Up to this day, not a single history book 
in the Arab world questions the historic 
mistake of rejecting the establishment of the 
Jewish state. No prominent Arab academic 
has come out saying that if the Arabs 
would’ve accepted the idea of a Jewish state, 
there would’ve been two states, there 
would’ve been no war, and there would’ve 

been no refugees’ problem.
I see Israelis like Benny Morris who is 

with us today, who dare to challenge the 
narratives of their leadership in Israel, taking 
personal risks in the quest of a truth that is 
not always comfortable for their people.

But I fail to find their Arab equivalents. I 
fail to see a debate questioning the wisdom 
of the destructive leadership of the Mufti of 
Jerusalem Hajj Amin al-Hussaini; or the 
unnecessary war launched by the Arab 
league in 1948, or any of the wars against 
Israel, in the years that followed until today;

And I fail to see self-criticism in the 
Palestinian mainstream today about the use 
of terrorism, the launching of the second 
intifada, or the rejection of at least two 
Israeli offers in the last 15 years to end the 
conflict.

Self-reflection is not a weakness; it is a 
sign of strength. It brings forth our ability to 
overcome fear and face reality. It demands 
us to look sincerely into our decisions, and 
take responsibility for it.

 Only the Arabs themselves can change 
their reality. By stopping the leaning on 
conspiracy theories and the blaming of 
outside powers – America, the Jews, the 
West or whoever – for all the problems; by 
learning from past mistakes, and by making 
wiser decisions in the future; just two days 
ago the U.S. President Obama stood at the 
U.N. podium in front of the General 
Assembly and said:

“The task of rejecting sectarianism and 
extremism is a generational task – a task for 
the people of the Middle East themselves. 
No external power can bring about a 
transformation of hearts and minds”.

 Lately I’ve read a very interesting article 
by Lord Sacks about rivalry among brothers 
in the bible.

There are four stories about rival 
brothers in the book of Genesis: Cain and 
Abel, Isaac and Ishmael, Jacob and Esau, 
and Joseph and his brothers.

Each story ends differently -
In the case of Cain and Abel, Abel lies 

dead. In the case of Isaac and Ishmael, they 
are standing together at their father’s grave. 
In the case of Jacob and Esau, they meet, 
embrace and go their separate ways. But the 
case of Joseph ends differently. For those 
who are not familiar with the story: Joseph 
was the 11th of Jacob‘s 12 sons and 
Rachel‘s firstborn, in the land of Canaan.

At some stage, because of their jealousy 
of him, his brothers decide to sell him to 
slavery. However, after a while Joseph rose 
to become the second most powerful man in 
Egypt next to Pharaoh.

When famine struck Canaan, Joseph’s 
father Jacob and Joseph’s brothers came to 
Egypt. And there, instead of punishing them 
for what they have done to him, Joseph 
decides to forgive his brothers.

This was the first recorded event of 
forgiveness and reconciliation in literature.

Joseph provides his brothers with all 
their needs. They prosper, they grow in 
numbers, and they become a great nation.

At the end of the story, Joseph says to his 
brothers “You intended to harm me, but God 
intended it for good, to accomplish what is 
now being done, the saving of many lives.”

By that, he meant that by our acts in the 
present we can shape the future, and by that 
redeem the past. Jews and Palestinians, we 
might not be brothers in faith, but we 
certainly are brothers in fate. And I believe 
that just like in the story of Joseph, through 
making the right choices, by choosing to 
focus on the future, we can redeem our past.

Yesterday’s enemies can be tomorrow’s 
friends. It happened between Israel and 

Germany, Israel and Egypt, Israel and 
Jordan.

It is time to start in making a ray of hope 
in the relations between Israelis and 
Palestinians, so that we can put an end to the 
replaying of old grievances, and focus on 
our future and the exciting possibilities it 
holds for us all, if we’d only dare.

 I still didn’t tell you the rest of my 
family’s story in 1948.

After a long journey towards Lebanon, 
most of it by foot, my grandparents George 
and Vera reached Lebanon. They stayed 
there for many months. And while there, my 
grandmother gave birth to her first son, my 
uncle Sami.

When the war was over, they realized 
that they had been lied to. The Arabs did not 
win the war, as promised. And at the same 
time, the Jews did not kill all the Arabs as 
they were told would happen.

 My grandfather looked around him and 
saw nothing but a dead-end life as refugees.

He looked at his young wife Vera - not 
even 18 yet, and his newborn son, and knew 
that in a place stuck in the past with no 
ability to look forward, there is no future for 
his family.

While his brothers and sisters saw their 
future in Lebanon and other Arab and 
Western countries, he thought otherwise.

He wanted to go back to Jaffa, his 
hometown.

Because he worked with Jews in the past 
and was a friend to them, he was not 
brainwashed with hatred.

 My grandfather George did what few 
others would have dared – he reached out to 
those that his community saw as their 
enemies.

He got hold of one of his old friends 
from the electricity company, and asked for 
his help to get back.

And that friend, of whom I’ve heard 
through my father’s stories, and never knew 
his name, not only was able but also willing 
to help my grandfather get back.

But in an extraordinary act of grace, he 
even helped him get his old job back at what 
has become the Israeli electricity company, 
making him one the very few Arabs who 
work there.

 Today, among my siblings and cousins 
we have accountants, teachers, insurance 
agents, Hi-tech engineers, diplomats, factory 
managers, university professors, doctors, 
lawyers, investment consultants, managers 
of top Israeli companies, architects and even 
electricians.

 The reason that my family have 
succeeded in life, the reason that I’m 
standing here as an Israeli diplomat, and not 
as a Palestinian refugee from Lebanon – is 
because my grandfather had the courage to 
take a decision that was unthinkable to 
others. Rather than falling into despair, he 
found hope where no one dared to look for 
it; he chose to live among those who were 
considered his enemies, and to make them 
his friends; for that, I and my family owe 
him and my grandmother eternal gratitude.

 The story of the Deek family should 
serve as a source of inspiration to the 
Palestinian people. 

We cannot change the past. But we can 
secure a future for our next generations, if 
we want to mend the past some day; we can 
help the Palestinian refugees have a normal 
life; we can be sincere about our past, and 
learn from our mistakes; and we can unite – 
Muslims, Jews and Christians – to protect 
our right to be different, and by that preserve 
our humanity. Indeed we can’t change the 
past, but if we do all that, we will change the 
future.

Israeli-Arab Diplomat Speaks Out
Extract from “The Best Speech an Israeli Diplomat Ever Held” by Conrad Myrland
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PM Netanyahu Makes it Plain
Sourced from the Prime Minister’s Office

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
made the following remarks at the start of 
the Cabinet meeting recently.

“Last Thursday I met with King 
Abdullah and US Secretary of State John 
Kerry. We called for a calming of the 
situation, the restoration of quiet and a halt 
to incitement and violence. I said that it is 
impossible to stop the violence without 
stopping the incitement that leads to 
violence.

Less than 24 hours after this meeting in 
Amman, the official media of the 
Palestinian Authority called for a day of 
rage in Jerusalem. Abu Mazen must halt the 
incitement that leads to acts of violence. 
This is one of the roots of the inflamed 
moods that are fueled by Islamist extremist 
propaganda and propaganda by the 
Palestinian Authority.

I call on Abu Mazen to stop this 
propaganda immediately. In any case, Israel 
will defend its citizens against acts of 
violence. We will use all legal means at our 
disposal, including new legislation, to 

maintain the security of our citizens and 
residents.

Israel is also being challenged by lies 
being disseminated to the effect that we 
intend to change the status quo on the 
Temple Mount – this is a gross lie. We are 
being challenged by the unwillingness to 
recognize the right of the Jewish People to 
a state of its own.

Israel is a Jewish and democratic state. 
Democracy here finds expression in the 
right of every person to vote in secret 
elections. It finds expression in Basic Law: 
Human Dignity and Liberty, which 
promises full individual rights in a manner 
that is unprecedented anywhere in the very 
large region around us.

The Jewish aspect of the state finds 
expression in its being the one and only 
national state of the Jewish People, with a 
flag, national anthem and the right of the 
Jewish People to come here. The balance 
between these two facets is necessary, both 
to balance our judicial system, which 
certainly recognizes the democratic aspect, 
and now needs to also recognize the aspect 
of our being the national state of the Jewish 
people.

Today we will move forward on the 
nationality law that is designed to bring this 
balance. It will yet undergo many changes 
and discussions, but we will make it clear 
that the State of Israel is the national state 
of the Jewish People, while providing for 
equal rights – and ensuring equal rights – 
for all its citizens."
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How Doth the City Sit Solitary? By New Zealand Israeli Ambassador Yosef Livne

These are the first words in 
Lamentations, the biblical compilation of 
sorrow over the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Today, Jerusalem is far from being 
destroyed. It is a vibrant metropolis of 
over 700,000 inhabitants-Jews, Moslems 
and Christians. Yet, once again the Holy 
city finds itself under an offensive, this 
time not by Babylon or Rome, but by those 
who are out to quench the truth and erase 
historical justice. So, even if solitary, alone 
against numerous voices - let us not 
cringe. 

The case for Jerusalem is clear from 
any number of angles. No city has ever 
been associated for so long with one 
people. Jerusalem has been the capital of 
the Jewish nation for over 3000 years, and 
the seat of Hebrew sovereignty until the 
Roman Empire conquered the kingdom of 
Judea. Yet, even in the quagmire of exile, 

Jerusalem never ceased to occupy a special 
place in the heart of our people. The 900 
times its name appears in the Hebrew bible 
have multiplied over the centuries, every 
time a Jew uttered the words “next year in 
Jerusalem” and in every synagogue and 
temple whose ark faced the Holy city. 
Jerusalem’s holiness can’t be manipulated. 
Its sanctity is derived from a simple and 
undeniable fact- Solomon’s temple. No 
one denies its importance for Christians or 
Moslems, but can anyone erase its Jewish 
roots? Would it be holy if not for our 
legacy?

This truth can't be denied-had it not 
been a Holy place for the Jews, neither 
would it be so for Christians or Moslems.

In all its long history and certainly 
since the expansion outside the walls 
Jerusalem has always been one city. It was 
aggression which divided it, placing barb-

wires in its midst. That anomaly which 
lasted for 19 years was nothing but a sorry 
and painful chapter in a 3000 year history.

For 19 years no Israeli citizen was 
allowed into the old city. Christians were 
not permitted to visit the  holy places, 
Moslems could not enter the mosques and 
Jews were kept away from the Western 
wall. I still remember a school trip to our 
Capital. Our teacher took us to Mount 
Zion onto a veranda and stretched out his 
hand towards a place inside the walled 
city." There, he said, there among the ruins 
lie the last remnant of the Temple". 

For us children of ten years, the 
Western wall became alive through the 
stretched hand of a teacher. We don't 
remember an outcry. There were no calls 
to convene the Security Council….

Jerusalem has been, is and always will 
remain the Capital of the Jewish people. 

It was never the Capital of any other 
nation. Notwithstanding the malicious 
attempts of so many among the 
Palestinians to erase this irrefutable fact, 
their scheme will fail. Only a nation so 
certain of the justice of its cause can and 
will maintain the city open for all. History 
has entrusted us with a unique 
responsibility. We, the descendants of 
those who lamented its destruction and 
others who sang her glory, will make sure 
that the city is built for the benefit of all its 
inhabitants and accessible to all people of 
all faiths.

For over two millennia, Jewish links to 
Jerusalem were never severed and for most 
of this time there has always been a Jewish 
presence in the city. 

These are historical facts. It is also a 
fact that throughout its history, the city 
was divided only once.

As the daughter of a Jewish father 
and non-Jewish mother, Academy Award 
winning actress Gwyneth Paltrow, 42, is a 
classic example of what the rabbis refer to 
as Zera Yisrael ("the Seed of Israel").

In April 2011, Paltrow appeared on 
the NBC TV genealogy program Who Do 
You Think You Are in which celebrities 
examine their roots with the help of 
researchers and academics. 

This took Paltrow, who was named 
"Most Beautiful Woman" last year by 
People Magazine, on a journey in which 
she rediscovered her family's European 
background.

It led her to the Eldridge Street 
Synagogue on New York's Lower East 
Side, where looking through old records 
and marriage documents, she learned that 

her great-great grandfather, Simcha 
Paltrovich, was a rabbi and author of a 
religious work named Keter Tzvi (Crown 
of Tzvi). His father Tzvi Hirsh was a 
leading Polish rabbi who was believed to 
have used mysticism to put out a fire that 
had gone out of control.

This caused Paltrow not only to 
rediscover her biological link with the 
Jewish people but a spiritual one as well. 
It has motivated the star of Shakespeare in 
Love and the Iron Man series to 
rededicate herself to her Jewish faith 
through formal conversion.

As guest speaker at a London event 
hosted by British Jewry's Community 
Security Trust, Paltrow discussed her 
desire to raise her children, Apple, 10, and 
Moses, 8, in a "Jewish environment." She 
often jokingly 
describes 
herself as a 
"Jewish 
American 
Princess" 
because of her 
rabbinical 
origins.

At a time 
when the Jews 
in the Diaspora are suffering from 
assimilation and intermarriage, such an act 
by someone in the public eye can inspire 
people who have lost their Jewish identity 
to return to their roots. 

Paltrow Converts to Judaism
Extract Courtesy of Israel Today

High-tech can be found everywhere in Israel. 

They've even developed a T-shirt that can read your 

heart and vital signs, monitoring things as heartbeat, 

blood pressure and cardiac functions. Data is generated 

in real time and a Wi-Fl connection to notify a doctor 

of any irregularities. You can even throw the T-shirt 

into the wash with the rest of your dirty laundry.
The hWear line of 15 ECG-sensing garments 

was introduced by HealthWatch at the annual 

meeting of the American Telemedicine Association. 

It allows medical staff to keep track of heart 

patients remotely, outside of the clinic, without 

having to connect them to an array of equipment. 

The product is made of cotton or synthetic fibers 

with sensing electrodes woven into the fabric. Data 

is processed through a Bluetooth or Wi-Fl 

connection to a database on the Internet. 

High Textile
Sourced from Israel Today

High Fashion for high blood pressure

Front Gate Facelift - The western 

entrance to Jerusalem will be getting a $1 

billion facelift with new housing and 

business projects. The massive 

development venture will include the 

construction of malls, business parks, and 

leisure areas as well as expanding and 

modernising the International 

Convention Center (Binyanei Ha'uma). 

Transportation will be facilitated by two 

new light rail stops.
Most visitors to Jerusalem, both 

Israelis and tourists, enter the city via 

the western entrance on Highway 1 

which runs between Tel Aviv and the 

capital. They will eventually see an ultra-

modern metropolis with 12 high-rise 

buildings including offices, apartments, 

shops and hotels. 
The project will boost Jerusalem's 

economy by providing 50,000 new jobs.

Front Gate Facelift: Future Facade
Sourced from Israel Today

The new face of Jerusalem



Fifty years after the release of her first 
number one album People, American 
Jewish  superstar Barbra Streisand is 
again topping the charts with her latest 

release: Partners ranks number one on 
the Billboard chart of the top 200 albums. 
It is her tenth number one ranked album 
and has already sold more than 200,000 
copies. Streisand is the only artist who has 
released a number one album in each of 
the last six decades. 

As the title suggests, the album 

includes duets with several other leading 

artists, including Billy Joel, Lionel Richie 

and even Elvis Presley who is heard 

posthumously singing Love Me Tender.
Streisand won the hearts of Israelis 

with two sold-out concerts here last year 

replete with moving Jewish themes, 

including Avinu Malkeinu (Our Father Our 

King) and Israel’s national anthem 

Hatikvah (The Hope).
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From ancient times God presented 
Himself to His people Israel, and thus 
also to the Christians who would follow, 
with the words, "I am the Lord your God, 
you shall have no other gods before Me. 
You shall not make for yourself an idol, 
you shall not worship them; for I, the 
Lord your God, am a jealous God" 
(Exodus 20:1-5); and Isaiah 44:6 
proclaims, "There is no God besides Me."

The term "idol" or "graven image" does 
not only refer to the statues of gods and 
saints, it also refers to the visual image of 
God in our mind, although no man has ever 
seen God for "no man can see Me and live" 
(Exodus 33:20).

Nevertheless, we show our children 
Sunday school pictures that portray God, 
and in churches the Creator God is often 
presented as an old man with a beard 
surrounded by adoring angels and a dove, 
which is supposed to represent the Holy 
Spirit, not to mention the image of Jesus on 
the cross. These can be excused as artistic 
representations but they can also block our 
understanding of who God really is and His 
true character.

The word for God in Hebrew is Elohim 
(plural of El). In the Bible God is also 
called ha-Elohim: "The God of your father, 
the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob" (Exodus 3:6). In other 
words, the God of Israel is the only God.

God is so omnipotent that the highest 
heavens cannot contain Him. The Temple in 
Jerusalem could not contain Him either. 
King Solomon, who built the Temple, 
understood this well (1 Kings 8:27). Thus 
we have to lay aside every visual image of 
God and be prepared to believe without 
ever seeing Him with our eyes (Hebrews 
11:1). God does not need to explain 
Himself to us.

Faith in God is a spiritual challenge 
because He is without beginning and 
without end both in time and space. We 
must not and cannot understand this; there 
is no way that we can grasp this with our 
understanding. So all that is left to us is to 
accept the existence of a Creator God, for 
after all, we live within and are a product of 
His creation. It is our privilege to worship 
this inexplicable God.

Even the physicist Albert Einstein, who 

called himself an atheist, wrote: "When I 
see the infiniteness and the beauty of the 
universe, I see God." The philosopher 
Immanuel Kant described God as the 
"starry sky above me and the moral law 
within me," while the Jewish philosopher 
Baruch Spinoza wrote, "Everything that 
exists is in God and nothing can exist nor 
be understood without God."

Liberal theologians love to argue about 
religious relativism, that God can be found 
in all religions. By doing this they are 
opening the floodgates to polytheism, 
acceptance of all gods, which God has 
already unequivocally forbidden in the first 
commandment:

"You shall have no other gods before 
Me." This means that there can be no such 
thing as ecumenicalism.

Friedrich Nietzsche admitted, as an 
atheist, that unbelief is the collapse of our 
reasoning leading to unmitigated disaster. If 
unbelief is the end of our reasoning, then 
faith is the completion of God's reasoning 
in us. Since the dawn of mankind there 
have always been "enlightened 
philosophers" who wanted to dispose of 
God. They could dispose of the dogmas of 
faith but never of the eternally existent God 
who was, is, and will be, even if we cannot 
comprehend Him.

The Mystery of God
Sourced from Israel Today

‘The heavens are telling of the glory of God and their
expanse is declaring the work of His hands’ (Psalm 19:1)

Streisand Tops the Charts Again
Extract Courtesy of Israel Today

Still going strong at the age of 72

The Sound of Music
Extract Courtesy of Israel Today

Israel is a multi-faceted country that goes far 
beyond the bitter conflict we see and hear about on 
the news. It is the ancient Land of the Bible, and the 
modern Land of invention and hi-tech. It is also the 
land of music! Music is everywhere, from the 
synagogue to the concert hall to the street. 

After all, Jewish music is 
some of the oldest and most 
renowned in the world, going 
back to the harp of King David 
and the Psalms: "0 sing to the 
Lord a new song. . . Sing praises 
to the Lord with the lyre and the 
sound of melody, with trumpets 
and the sound of the horn" 
(Psalm 98-1,5,6). 

Dream Gallery
Sourced from Israel Today

Who of us hasn't wanted to hold on to 
a dream from time to time? Now an Israeli 
website (www.dreame.me) uses art to help 
us understand and have a permanent 
record of our dreams. The website 
connects people with an array of artists 
throughout the world who will create an 
artistic impression of your dream as you 
describe it to them, for a fee.

Samples of the artists’ work help you 
choose one that best reflects your dream 
impressions. After giving the artist the 
details, the dreamer receives by email or 
post an artistic rendition of his or her 
dream within a few days. The work might 
be a simple drawing in black and white or 
a multi-coloured interpretation depending 
on the artist’s style. “The most important 
part for us when choosing Dreame artists 
is making sure that every one is genuinely 
interested in having artistic access to 
someone’s subconscious,” says Dreame 
CEO Sharonna Karni. “We’re not looking 
for people who just want to make some 
quick money.” She stresses that the artists 

must have a sincere interest in the 
individual’s dreams as “Surreal 
experiences providing inspiration for their 
art.”

Each work includes the artist's name 
along with that of the dreamer and sells 
for $10 to $30.

A reporter for the Israeli website 
www.nocamels.com submitted the 
following description of her dream to an 
artist: "I'm in India and the sun is beating 
down on me as I ride atop a magnificent 
elephant. She is adorned with wonderful 
fabrics and a jeweled headdress, and I am 
dressed in splendid garb as well. My hair 
is unusually long, and cascades down the 
back of the elephant, and I hold a gold 
scepter in my hand." The reporter received 
the painting that appears above. 

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat has 
inaugurated the posh, new Jerusalem Payis 
Arena, billing it as "the most advanced, 
state-of-the-art venue of its kind in the 
Middle East." The sports, cultural and 
recreational center has 11,600 seats and 
spans 47,000 square meters on eight levels. 
It is located next to Teddy Stadium near the 
popular Malha Mall, a few miles from 
downtown.

The $111-million arena will be used for 
basketball games, conventions and rock 
concerts. The national lottery organisation 
Mifal Hapayis footed most of the bill ($78 
million), with the municipal and national 
governments paying the rest.

'It's huge, but intimate," said Ira 
Davelman, the head engineer for the 
project. "It's Jerusalem's new home.”

World-Class Arena
Sourced from Israel Today
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Thankful for Every Prayer
For many years Christians for Israel 

have been active in helping Ukrainian Jews 
to make Aliyah (return to Israel). I reside in 
Vinnitsa in the western Ukraine, and I am 
assisted by my co-workers. One of them, 
Nataliya Krishanovsky, tells how drastically 
the field work in the Ukraine has changed 
since the unrest escalated into actual civil 
war. Her phone is ringing off the hook. 
Many Jews are fleeing from the east to the 
west of Ukraine. Those who desire to leave 
the country, hear about Nataliya who assists 
the Jews in making Aliyah. 

Christians in and around Kiev, have 
opened their homes for Jewish refugees and 
are providing temporary refuge until travel 
documents have been issued and they’re 
ready to depart. Organising the sudden 
influx of so many people consumes a lot of  
energy, and the traumas of the refugees 
from the conflict zone is a source of 
sadness.

Search for Missing Persons
Nataliya tells: "I received a call from a 

rabbi from Lugansk, who wanted to know if 
we could assist some of his congregation 
who do not have the opportunity to leave. 
There is no electricity, no water and no gas. 
People without food hide in cellars and 
hollow cement pipes. A bottle of water 
costs ten times its normal price. Rabbi 
Shmuel, with whom we've been 
cooperating over the past three months, 
hands in lists containing the names of 
missing persons, to the consulate in Kiev 
daily. 

With this information our volunteers in 
the 'anti-terror operational zone' (the name 
assigned, by the Ukrainian government, to 
the conflict area in the east) attempts to 
locate these missing persons. But we also 
receive calls from Israel from people who 
request us to find their family members in 
the eastern Ukraine, and assist them in 
going to Israel.”

Fears for the West
"Many people in the eastern Ukraine are 

under the impression that we in Kiev are 
fascists, because of the rumours of alleged 
re-education camps", says Nataliya. "The 
family Kruk arrived on the last train from 
Donetsk. They phoned us in advance, 
wanting to know what, exactly, to expect on 
their arrival in Kiev, and to which camp 
they will be sent. I could not comprehend 
their query until they cried and said: 'We do 
not want to go to a re-education camp'. But 
when the family arrived, with almost no 
luggage, we housed them in a beautiful area 
in the Bible Seminary. We fed them, and 
tried to comfort and encourage them.”

Thankful
The increased need in the Ukraine 

greatly augmented the Aliyah workload. 
Many volunteers fortunately sprung into 
action and the many donations made things 
affordable. Nataliya says, “ I thank God for 

every prayer, every donation. I thank my 
dear brothers and sisters who buy food and 
prepare meals in our home, who clean and 
do the washing - even this is included in 
spiritual work! - and provide the refugees 
with clothing. May the Lord return it to 
them hundredfold! Thank you, one and all, 
for your love that manifests in so many 
ways, financially and through prayers. I am 
thankful for the many people who were able 
to leave for Israel during these difficult 
times. That is what we labour for. And we 
ask for peace for Israel".

Four Jewish refugees from the eastern 
Ukraine had the opportunity go through an 
accelerated Aliyah procedure. It takes 
approximately four weeks. During this 
period, Ukrainian Christians provided 
accommodation and meals for these people, 
with the help of Christians for Israel. The 
cost is 250 euro per person. When donating, 
please specify 'Ukrainian refugees'.

Ukraine Still Needs Your Support
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader, Ukraine

www.facebook.com/c4israel
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Israel, Islam & the Church (Melbourne Seminar Nov 2014) DVD 

Andrew Tuckers video presentation + Rev. Mark Durie, Julie Blinco  
& special guest Amir’s audio presentations all on one DVD


