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“If any Nation does not Listen, 
I will Completely Uproot and Destroy it” 

Since the so-called “Arab Spring” 
broke out in 2010, the Middle East has 
been thrown into utter chaos, and with it, 
the rest of the world. Recent months have 
witnessed a growing flood of refugees 
fleeing violence, war and terror in 
Afghanistan, Iraq, Syria, Eritrea and many 
other countries. Europe is now confronted 
with what some describe as the greatest 
demographic upheaval since WWII. Just 
when the EU narrowly staved off a 
possible implosion caused by a threatened 
“Grexit”, Germany’s “open door” decision 
to take in hundreds of thousands of 
immigrants has led to new tensions within 
Europe. Opinions differ widely about how 
to deal with this phenomenon, and very 
few seem to have an understanding of the 
underlying causes. Some even fear that 
Europe has lost control over her own 
destiny. 

We should not for one moment 
downplay the enormity of the current 
humanitarian crisis facing Europe. We all 
have a responsibility to respond with 
compassion to those who are in need. But 
at the same time we do well to take a step 
back and look at the bigger picture. What 
is actually going on here? Why are so 
many nations in the Middle East 
seemingly exploding? How are we to 
interpret these momentous events? Is it 
legitimate to point the finger at Islam as 
the cause of all our problems? Does the 
Bible give us any direction?   

When Jesus rose from the dead, He 
spent 40 days teaching His twelve 
Apostles “about the Kingdom of God”. We 
can assume that He taught everything He 
had learned from His heavenly Father – 
the same God who had spoken through the 
prophets of the Old Testament. He would 

have taught about His own return in glory 
to reign as Messiah, to usher in an era 
when nations shall train for war no more 
(Isaiah 2). No doubt He spoke about the 
events leading up to the Kingdom, 
including the restoration of Israel, and 
God’s dealings with nations. 

In the days prior to His death, He had 
taught His disciples to understand that 
when the fig tree (Israel) and all the trees 
(the nations) sprout their leaves, this will 
be as sign of the coming of the Kingdom  
(Luke 21). 

At the end of these 40 days, the 
disciples had only one 
question: “When are 
you going to restore 
the Kingdom to 
Israel?” Jesus replied 
– it is not for you to 
know the times and 
dates, which the 
Father has determined 
in His own authority. 
You are simply to wait 
for the Holy Spirit, 
before going out into 
the nations in power 
to preach the gospel. 

The prophets of 
the Old and New 
Testaments teach us 

that there are a number of reasons why 
Jesus will come back to earth with His 
saints to establish His Kingdom on earth. 

The first reason Jesus will return will 
be to reveal Himself to His own people 
Israel, who will have been (at least 
partially) restored to the land. The story of 
Joseph’s emotional reconciliation with his 
brothers (Genesis 45) can be read as a 
deeply moving account of how Jesus and 
His brothers will weep loudly when the 
blindness is finally removed from their 
eyes, and they will recognize Him as the 
brother they had sold.  This would seem to 
be the context in which the Lord will pour 
out His Spirit of “grace and supplication” 
upon them, and they will mourn for Him 
as for their firstborn (Zechariah 12). 

Second - equally important - the Son of 
God will come to deal with the nations 
who have rebelled against Him. The 

prophets Joel, Zechariah and Ezekiel – 
amongst others - reveal that the nations (or 
at least some of them) will consummate 
their enmity towards God by gathering 
against Jerusalem. It is in that context that 
God’s anger for their iniquity 
(lawlessness) and injustices will be poured 

out on the nations.  
In this respect, God 

will apparently deal in 
a special way with the 
nations immediately 
surrounding Israel. The 
Bible specifically 
mentions Moab, Edom, 
Philistia, Damascus, 
Egypt, Assyria and 
Babylon. Today these 
peoples - many of them 
in the meantime 
"Arabized" by the 
spread of militant 
Islam in the 7th-9th 
centuries AD - live in 
the countries 

surrounding Israel, 
which we now know as 
Jordan, Gaza, Syria, 
Lebanon, Egypt and 
Iraq, and even parts of 
Turkey. 

Jeremiah 12 
suggests that just as the 
Lord has uprooted and 
dispersed Israel, so will 
He will “uproot” those 
“wicked neighbors” that 
have “trampled” on His 
inheritance Israel. In 
Zechariah 12 we read 
that when He turns 
again in compassion to 
restore Israel, Jerusalem 
will become a “cup that sends all the 
surrounding peoples reeling”, and an 
“immovable rock for all the nations”.   

 Third, we are reminded that God’s 
anger is not the end of the story for the 
nations. Having “uprooted” and executed 
judgment on those nations who oppose 
Him, He will turn again to the nations in 
compassion. The Messiah’s coming will be 
in order to train the nations in the ways of 
justice, equity and mercy. 

To sum up – it seems we are 
witnessing some profound events 
or trends that are inter-
connected:
Ÿ the ongoing exodus of the 

Jewish people from the 
nations back to the land. We 
must not forget the thousands 
of Jewish refugees from the 
north (Ukraine, Russia and 
FSU), and the growing anti-
Semitism in France, where 
there are still around 600,000 
Jews;   

Ÿ The upheaval and 
“uprooting” of the nations 
surrounding Israel; 

Ÿ Jerusalem, increasingly becoming a 
“stumbling block” for the nations, as 
Jordan and the PLO claim exclusive 
control over the Temple Mount, and 
the Palestinians use the United Nations 
as a platform to create an Islamic state 
covering East Jerusalem and the 
surrounding mountains (the “West 
Bank”); and 

Ÿ In the background, the growing threats 
to Israel emanating from Iran, Turkey 
and other nations in the Middle East.    
The fulfillment of prophecy does not 

mean God over-rules our freedom of 
choice. He gives us all – as individuals and 
as nations – the freedom to decide how we 
conduct ourselves and respond to the 
world around us. But we do well to 
remember that God is in control. He stands 
above it all, bringing all things to the 
fulfillment of His eternal purposes, 
through Jesus Christ – the Alpha and 
Omega, who was with the Father from the 
beginning and through whom all things 
were made (John 1), and to whom every 

knee will bow in heaven and on earth 
(Phil. 2).  

How should we respond? Let us live 
more and more in Jesus. We need to feel 
His heart and allow His life to dwell in us. 
Then we will be able to do the works He 
has prepared for us, understand the times 
we are living in, and be ready for His 
coming. 

“For it is the spirit of prophecy that 
bears testimony to Jesus” (Revelation 

 19:10).

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International
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PM Netanyahu Speaks on New Law Changes to Stop Rioters 
Prime Minister Netanyahu has 

responded to new violent riots at the 
Temple Mount and elsewhere over 
Rosh Hashanah New Year holiday and 
Yom Kippur. He said at a rec ent 
cabinet meeting that...

“Stones and firebombs are deadly 
weapons; they kill and have killed. 
Therefore, in recent days we have changed 
the open-fire orders for police in Jerusalem. 
Already over the weekend they used the 
new measures under the new orders and 
immediately hit those throwing stones and 
firebombs. Today we will facilitate an 
additional expansion of the ability of the 
police to foil the throwing of stones and 
firebombs and we will continue to add 
forces in order to strike at rioters under a 
simple principle that we will begin to 
implement around and within its borders: 
Whoever tries to attack us, we will hurt 
him.

We have also started to quickly advance 
legislation to impose fines on the parents of 
minors who throw stones and firebombs. 
No less important in my view is the 

advancing of legislation to set minimum 
punishments for those who throw stones, 
firebombs and fireworks. We cannot accept 
the principle that in Jerusalem our capital, 
or in any part of the State of Israel, in the 
Galilee or in the Negev, people will 
organize terrorism and begin to stone 
passing cars or throw stones and murder 
people. This norm will not be established 
here; rather an opposite norm will - we will 
act against you and stop you, and we will 
punish you with the full force of the law. 
We seek to instill this norm for all Israeli 
citizens, residents and those under Israel's 
jurisdiction. With all due respect to the 
courts, it is our right and our duty to 
establish this norm; just as we did in regard 
to sex crimes. We will set minimum 
punishments for those who throw stones 
and firebombs.

I would like to take this opportunity to 
express deep appreciation for the police. It 
is fighting against these phenomena under 
conditions that are not simple. The Public 
Security Minister and I visited with the 
police. I was impressed by their 
determination and their readiness to act, and 

I thought that it would be proper for the 
government to allow the police to act in 
order to protect Israel's citizens.

I would like to say something about the 
Temple Mount. Israelis are committed to 
maintaining the status quo. We are not 
altering the status quo. Elements that incite 
with baseless, wild provocations - to the 
effect that Israel is trying to prevent Muslim 
prayer on the Temple Mount or wants to 
destroy the mosques, or other wild things 
that are being said - it is they who are 
inciting. This incitement comes from the 
Muslim Brotherhood, the Islamic 
Movement in Israel, Hamas, and - to our 
chagrin - with the active participation of the 
Palestinian Authority.

Therefore, if anyone has complaints 
about the development of this situation, 
they would do best to direct their criticism, 
not towards Jerusalem, but rather towards 
Ramallah, Gaza and agitators in the Galilee, 
and unfortunately, towards Turkey, from 
which incitement issues forth on a daily, 
even hourly, basis. There is not only the 
throwing of firebombs, but also something 
new - bringing explosives and pipe bombs 
onto the Temple Mount. Explosives in the 

Al-Aqsa Mosque are explosives. Explosives 
in Al-Aqsa Mosque - that is changing the 
status quo. Israel will maintain the status 
quo. It will act responsibly, but with 
determination, to ensure that the existing 
arrangements are maintained. We have no 
plans to change them, but we also have no 
intention of allowing anyone to cause a 
deterioration of the arrangements on the 
Temple Mount by resorting to explosives 
and widespread violence.

On this issue I call on the public and the 
heads of political parties to unite behind the 
Government's determined and responsible 
action on the Temple Mount, in (other parts 
of) Jerusalem and throughout the State of 
Israel. By taking determined action, over 
time we will restore quiet.”

Why Do Muslims Flee to Christian Countries 

By Tamar Pileggi. Sourced from ynetnews.com

By Aviel Schneider. Sourced from Israel Today

Why don’t Syrian, Iraqi and other 
Muslim refugees seek asylum in the rich 
Gulf States such as Saudi Arabia and 
Kuwait? Why don’t those countries offer 
any help to their suffering Muslim brothers 
and sisters? Wouldn’t it be more natural for 
those in need to turn to members of their 
own faith?

But the Gulf states have turned a blind 
eye, sparking outrage in the Arab media. 
Political cartoons lambasted Gulf leaders, 
depicting their callous indifference.

“The same states that have been 
lamenting the plight of the Syrian people 
have not taken in any refugees,” wrote 
Abdel Bari Atwan, editorin-chief of the 
London-based Arabic website Rai al-Youm.

One Arab newspaper charged that the 
“Syrian people would get more help on 
Mars than from countries in the Persian 
Gulf.”

When Jews in the Diaspora are faced 
with difficulties, the State of Israel is 
always the first to come to their aid. One 
example is the devastating earthquake in 
Nepal last April. Many European travelers 
became envious when they saw Israeli 
rescue teams arriving on the scene just 
hours after the disaster, turning over every 
stone until all Israelis were saved and 

accounted for.
When anti-Semitism breaks out, Jews 

flee to Israel, not to Christian or Muslim 
countries. But at a time when Muslims are 
slaughtering Muslims, Syrian and other 
Mideast refugees are escaping to the 
Christian West. The Middle East is in a 
state of bloody chaos - and this has nothing 
to do with Israel which has always been a 
convenient scapegoat for regional 
instability.

“Muslims are leaving Islam,” read a 
headline in Israel’s bestselling newspaper 
Yediot Aharonot. In the article, Muslim 
refugees in Europe talked about converting 
to Christianity. “Do you reject Satan?” a 
priest in a Berlin church asks an Iranian 
refugee. “Do you separate yourself from 
Islam?” Mohammad  Ali Sonubi answers, 
“Yes.” Mohammed is a Christian now and 
has changed his name to Martin.

Some might do that out of necessity to 
improve their chances for asylum. But 
several Muslims quoted in the article said 
they feel freer living as Christians and that 
the endless war and bloodshed caused them 
to lose faith in Islam.

Before 2013, almost 70,000 African 
migrants entered Israel through the Sinai 
Peninsula, most of them Muslims. Why 

didn’t they remain in 
Egypt or move on to 
another Islamic 
country?

When Israel Today 
asked five Palestinians 
in East Jerusalem, 
“Why do Muslims flee 
to Christian countries?” 
all of them agreed: 
“Islam does not 
recognize freedom.”

“Jews and 
Christians know how to 
be merciful but 
Muslims do not,” Raed, 
35, a father of four from 
Aram in central Syria told us. “Look at 
what is happening in the countries 
surrounding Israel. Muslims are killing 
each other and only saving themselves by 
fleeing to Israel or to Europe.”

On the one hand, the flood of refugees 
to Christian countries is a kind of 
compliment, but on the other it is a major 
demographic threat. Europe, the cradle of 
Christian civilization, is being overrun by 
Muslims.

“Whether out of innocence or out of 
foolishness, the Europeans are failing to 

realize that they are singlehandedly creating 
fundamental changes in their populations, 
which will lead in the coming years to the 
complete disappearance of the tradition, 
culture and progress of their countries,” 
wrote Israeli commentator Noah Klieger on 
the Ynet website. 

“In other words, in the not so distant 
future we will witness the end of ‘classical 
Europe’ and the establishment of Islamic 
rule across the entire continent. This may 
sound apocalyptic. However, it’s close to 
becoming a fact.”

The next generation:
Christian Europe is being

overrun with Muslim
refugees and migrants

Israeli NGO Sending Team to Help Refugees in Europe
IsraAid chief says that “ As a nation 

that suffered the atrocities of the 
Holocaust, we can’t not extend a 
hand to help”.

Iraeli aid agency IsraAid said recently 
that it would send a team to the European 
countries grappling with the largest influx 
of refugees to the Continent since World 
War II.

The civilian disaster organization will 
provide food and supplies, as well as 
assisting authorities and local 
organizations to improve the psychosocial 

well-being of the refugees and assist in 
absorption efforts, the organization said.

“As a nation that has suffered the 
atrocities of the Holocaust, and routinely 
stands in the face of threats, we can’t not 
extend a hand to help the tens of thousands 
of asylum seekers looking for refuge after 
fleeing the atrocities in the Middle East 
and Africa,” IsraAid’s founding director 
Shachar Zehavi said in a statement.

Europe is struggling to deal with the 
influx of 350,000 refugees - mostly 
displaced Syrians fleeing the brutality of 
the Islamic State militants and the ongoing 

civil war - who have risked their lives 
crossing the Mediterranean to reach 
Europe. The trend shows no sign of 
slowing as war and turmoil across the 
Middle East and North Africa drive 
millions of people from their homes. This 
year, at least 2,000 people have drowned 
en route to Europe when dangerously 
overcrowded boats operated by traffickers 
capsized or sank. The image of a drowned 
three-year-old Syrian boy whose body 
washed up on the shores of Turkey sent 
shock waves around the world and 
highlighted the plight of the refugees.

In recent years, the Israel-based 
humanitarian organization has sent teams 
to work with displaced populations and 
deliver humanitarian aid in disaster-struck 
countries including Iraqi Kurdistan, South 
Sudan, Nepal, Kenya and Haiti. Zehavi 
said that the group’s prior work in the 
Middle East and North Africa has 
equipped the IsraAid team to effectively 
assist relief efforts by providing a bridge to 
greater cultural understanding between 
refugees and European officials.

By Tamar Pileggi. Sourced from ynetnews.com
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Time to honour the Jewish people 
and their culture.

UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, 
together with other top UN officials and 
senior diplomats from some 50 nations, 
have gathered at the UN Rose garden in 
New York to celebrate the Jewish New Year 
Rosh Hashana and prepare for the Jewish 
holiday of Yom Kippur.  The unique event 
was hosted by the Israeli Mission to the UN 
and the Forum for Cultural Diplomacy, 
which is a European Coalition for Israel 
initiative to the UN. 

Present was the current Chairman of the 
European Coalition for Israel and Harald 
Eckert, former Chairman of European 
Coalition for Israel.

In accordance with the ancient Jewish 
custom of Tashlich, invited guests, led by 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon threw 
breadcrumbs into the East River, as a 
symbol of the tossing away of one’s sin in 
order to start the new year on a clean slate. 
The event was the first of its kind to be held 

at the UN and it took place 
only two days before Yom 
Kippur and at the beginning 
of the 70th session of the 
UN General Assembly.

Senior Rabbi Arthur 
Schneier of the Park East 
Synagogue, who led the 
religious ceremony, saw the 
event as an answer to many 
years of prayer as the UN 
officially acknowledged the 
importance of Yom Kippur 
as the holiest day in the 
Jewish calendar and its 
universal relevance to the 
UN institutions. 

ECI director for UN Affairs, Gregory 
Lafitte reminded the audience of the 
centrality of Jewish thinking in the creation 
of the UN and its vision of world peace 
which is visibly displayed on the so-called 
Isaiah wall across from the UN 
headquarters in New York. The monument 
records the famous verse from the book of 
Isaiah, chapter 2, which talks about a time 
when “swords will be turned into 
ploughshares.” Speaking about the rise of 
anti-Semitism in Europe, he said, 
“Tolerance is not the answer. It is not 
merely enough to ‘tolerate’ the Jewish 
people but we need to honour and celebrate 
their culture and many contributions to 
mankind.” Lafitte ended his speech by 
offering the prayer of Avinu Malkeinu, 
which is traditionally sung on each of the 
first days of the year leading to Yom 
Kippur.

 Outgoing Permanent Representative of 
Israel to the UN, Ambassador Ron Prosor, 
expressed, in one of his last speeches at the 
UN, his genuine desire to see the UN 
achieve its goal to become a temple of 

peace and a bastion 
of freedom by the 
casting away of 
hatred and apathy 
in order to make 
the world a better 
place.

The official 
speeches were 
followed by a 
unique ceremony 
of Tashlich where 
UN officials and 
diplomats, led by 
Rabbi Schneier 
and Secretary-
General Bank Ki-moon tossed breadcrumbs 
in to the East river, as a symbol casting 
away our sins.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon was 
duly honoured by the organisers for having 
recognized the importance of Yom Kippur 
and for having personally attended this first 
ever Tashlich ceremony, which is 
traditionally held in connection with the 
Jewish New Year, Rosh Hashana, which 
this year fell on September 14. 

 The evening was part of a campaign to 
make Yom Kippur a UN holiday which has 
gained the support of over 60 
nations. This year, there will 
be no UN activities on the 
day of Yom Kippur, which 
falls on Wednesday 23 
September, one day before 
the Muslim holiday of Eid al 
Adha which already is a UN 
holiday.

 The European Coalition 
for Israel has been 
campaigning for UN 
recognition of Yom Kippur 
for the last two years. In a 

statement on Tuesday, Israeli Deputy 
Permanent Representative to the UN, 
Ambassador David Roet thanked ECI for 
its support for these efforts throughout the 
years.

 The evening was led by ECI founding 
director Tomas Sandell and Rabbi Arthur 
Schneier. In his closing remarks Sandell 
noted that “the message of Yom Kippur, 
forgiveness and reconciliation, are values 
that we must continue to build on – as 
friends of the Jewish culture.”
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The “Global Prayer Call” ( GPC) will Continue!

Looking back at the Global Prayer Call 
– which consisted of 100 days of prayer 
and (partial) fasting for our nations and 
Israel between January 27 and May 8, 
2015 - immense gratefulness is the most 
common word to describe the feedback 
given from all sides and angles with regard 
to this united effort 70 years after the end 
of the Holocaust. Gratefulness for the 
freshness of revelation has been generally 
expressed, as well as gratefulness for the 
spirit of prayer and for the sense of unity, 
both in the leadership and amongst the 
intercessors. Up to 300 intercessors from 
over 30 nations and all five continents  
gathered in Krakow (Poland) at the first 
GPC-conference (Jan. 25- 29); up to 400 
intercessors from over 35 nations of all 5 
continents came to Jerusalem (Israel) for 
the second GPC-conference (May 10-13) 
and in between those dates (a period of 
roughly 100 days) Christians from around 
60 nations  all  over the globe prayed  for 
Israel and for the relationship of their own 
nation with Israel in order to be a blessing 

for Israel and not a curse (Genesis 12,3). 
Thanks be to the Lord!

Sensitivity for God’s Times and 
Seasons

The focus of this prayer conference 
was marked by the 70 year anniversary of 
the Holocaust in combination with the 
example which the prophet Daniel has set 
in Daniel, chapter 9 – an example of 
humility, repentance and faith in God’s 
redemptive power and purposes according 
to scripture and prophecy (e.g. the 
prophecy of Jeremiah to those being 
exiled). In combination with the amazing 
culmination of “signs in the heavens”, the 
shmitah year and the mid-seventy (5775) 
indication in the Jewish calendar year 
many have felt that this period of 100 days 
has been a very special moment in God’s 
divine and prophetic calendar. The flow of 
the Holy Spirit during those two 
conferences and the 100 days – as many 
testimonies have confirmed – gave witness 
to this perspective.

From an historical point of view there 
is an obvious connection between the 
Holocaust and the rebirth of the state of 
Israel. And both have a prophetic message 
for the nations in the face of rising anti-
Semitism and anti-Israelism on a global 
scale today. This implies that the 
prolongation of the GPC until May 2018 – 

70 years after the rebirth of the state of 
Israel – would seem very natural.

In the three years in between 2015 and 
2018, there are a number of other dates 
which seem to carry some kind of 
prophetic significance in light of biblical 
patterns of “times and seasons”: 40 years 
since one of the most devastating votes of 
the UN against Israel in November 2015 
(Zionism = racism in Nov. 1975), 50 years 
since the reunification of Jerusalem in 
June 2017 (June 1967), 120 years since the 
first Zionist congress in August 2017 
(August 1897), 100 years since the Balfour 
declaration in November 2017 (November 
1917) and almost at the same time 70 
years since the UN-vote in favor of the 
modern state of Israel in Nov. 29, 2017 
(Nov. 29, 1947). More of such historically 
and prophetically important dates could be 
mentioned. Historic dates of national 
significance could be researched and 
added to the list. The common 
denominator all those dates of 
commemoration have, is the potential for 
nations to turn towards them in a spirit of 
honor and respect, maybe even in a spirit 
of repentance towards Israel, or, 
alternatively, in a negative, more or less 
anti-Semitic spirit. This in turn is an 
opportunity as well as a challenge for the 
praying- church worldwide to bless Israel 
and to pray for our nations and leaders that 
they would take those opportunities to 
honor Israel and the Jewish people.

Genesis 12, 3 
Having said all this, I want to bring us 

back to the innermost DNA of the Global 
Prayer Call (GPC); to pray and encourage 
other Christians to pray a) for Israel and b) 
for our nations – that they will remain or 
become a blessing to Israel in the end 
times. God loves Israel. At the same time 
He loves each and every nation as He does 
each and every person and does not want  
that judgement will have the final word.  
May His redemptive power and purposes 
have the final say! 

And as we pray for the lost ones to 
meet their Saviour, let us also pray for our 
nations as they move toward the final 
Valley of Decision (Joel 4), that they may 
stay or become Sheep Nations and not 
Goat Nations (Matt 25:31ff).

Pray for the GPC
More and more concrete information on 
the Global Prayer Call will follow soon. If 
you want to stay updated please follow our 
website www.100-days.eu (the address 
soon to be adapted) and even better: 
Register for our GPC- newsletters under 
info@100-days.eu. 

As you continue to pray for Israel and 
your nation please also pray for us as GPC 
leadership in our process of seeking the 
Lord and a common perspective for the 
next steps.

By Harald Eckert, Initiat or and Leader of the GPC

ECI Co-Hosts First Ever Tashlich Ceremony at the UN 

Left to right: Rabbi Arthur Schneier, UN Secretary General Ban Ki-moon,
Permanent Representative of Israel to the UN, Ambassador Ron Prosor, 
ECI director for UN A�airs, Gregory La�tte and ECI Founding Director 
Tomas Sandell. Absent: Harald Eckert

Rabbi Arthur Schneier, left, leads Ban Ki-moon center, Ron Prosor, right, 
and others in a Tashlich ceremony outside the UN 

UN chief Ban Ki-moon, left, and Israeli envoy Ron Prosor casting their sins into Turtle Bay
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The Prophetic Signi�cance of the ‘Blood Moons’ 
Phenomenon By Greg Stevenson. Sourced from Prophecy Today UK

The Timing of the Sh’mittah Year
Every 7th day is called Shabbat. The 

word simply means rest; it's a time of rest 
for all mankind. But Exodus 16:23 also tells 
us it is "a holy Sabbath to the Lord". It is a 
God-ordained day for man to follow to 
reflect his Maker's pattern, a day to make a 
dwelling-place for God each week, a place 
he so desires.

Likewise, every 7th year was to be a 
year of rest, a Sh'mittah year. This word 
means to release, from the Hebrew root 
shamat, meaning to let fall, or fling down. 
Every 7th year the land was to be released 
from the work of producing food, and lie 
fallow for a whole year. It is called "the 
Lord's release" (Ex 23:11, Lev 25:2-7, Deut 
15:1-7).

Sh'mittah 2014/15
Sh'mittah years end on the 29th of the 

last month Elul, the day before Rosh 
Hashanah (1st Tishrei, or Jewish New 
Year). This year, the 29 Elul falls on 13 
September and is marked by a solar eclipse, 
the fifth of six signs in the heavens in the 
past two years, which God has given to get 
our attention.

If God continues the pattern he has used 
to turn nations back to him, we may see a 
major judgment in the months after 29 
Elul/13 September 2015 in both the USA 
and the UK. Many media comments this 
year have anticipated a stock market crash 
in late 2015, and world markets are 
increasingly fragile. When the Chinese 
yuan was devalued (>3%) last month, there 
were widespread losses on stock exchanges 
throughout Asia and Europe.

We remember the so-called 'Flash 
Crash' in 2010 when Wall Street fell 600 
points in just 5 minutes, losing $1Tn. This 
year, the UK FTSE 100 share index has hit 
a record high, a feature also seen prior to 
crashes in 1987 and 2007-8 (note also that 

the last trading day to remit debts will be 
Friday 11 September 2015, before Shabbat 
begins at sunset. This is also the day of the 
debate in the House of Commons on the 
evil Assisted Dying Bill).

However, the dates of this shaking are 
less important than the purpose. The tetrad 
of total lunar eclipses at Pesach and Sukkot, 
in 2014/2015 and ending in this Sh'mittah 
season, is one sign that God is using to call 
out to the nations (and to Israel) to turn and 
repent, to restore a right relationship with 
the Lord, and with families, neighbours, 
friends and enemies. Beloved, the time is 
short. Now is the day of salvation. The Lord 
says to us, as he said to Isaiah, "Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?”

Understand the Message
In Luke 12:56, Yeshua expressed 

amazement at the people's hypocrisy: "You 
know how to interpret the appearance of the 
earth and the sky. How is it that you don't 
know how to interpret this present time?" 
And in response to questions about those 
who had been killed in accidents (v4), or by 
evil men (v1), Jesus said, "Unless you 
repent, you too will all perish." Do you 
think he might be saying this to us today 
also? Do we discern the time rightly? This 
should be a major focus for small house 
groups and for larger churches in the 
coming weeks. Many churches offer little 
or no biblical teaching on understanding the 
times in which we are living.

We need to know and proclaim the place 
of safety for these days. The Hebrew word 
for safety is Yeshua. In his talk with 
Nicodemus on the need to be born again of 
the Holy Spirit, Jesus said "Truly, truly, 
except a man is born again, he cannot see 
the Kingdom of God" (John 3:3). When 
Jesus says "Truly, truly", he means it - for 
he is The Truth (John 14:6). No discussion, 
no argument, no relative excuses. By 

contrast, after the Supreme Court decision 
in June, Obama declared: "This ruling is a 
victory for America. When all Americans 
are treated equal we are all more free" 
(Washington Post, 26 June 2015). However, 
it is not equality that sets us free, but The 
Truth (John 8:32).

These days are the days of Elijah, to be 
the voice that declares God's word. These 
are the days of Ezekiel, to be labourers in 
his harvest. These are the days that Isaiah 
saw, when he said, "See, darkness covers 
the earth, and thick darkness is over the 
peoples." See – it is a call to watch, to take 
heed, to be aware of what God is doing in 
the world; how he is intervening in the 
earth, and to be watchmen for our nation. 
There are very dark clouds gathering over 
the nations, which are in distress and 
perplexed (Luke 21:25).

Our Response
"And this gospel of the Kingdom will be 

preached in the whole world as a testimony 
to all nations, and then the end will come" 
(Matthew 24:14).

God is calling us to take note of his 
warnings, to be lights in dark places, boldly 
to share our testimonies of his goodness and 
to be sons of Issachar, who know the signs 
of the times and how they apply to both 
Israel and the nations.

We need to understand what the Lord is 
saying, and pray that the great shaking of 
the nations that is happening in our lifetime 
will produce the fullness of God's purpose. 
We must also pray for the true church, Jew 
and Gentile, to rise up and fulfil its calling. 
We must be careful not to pray for God to 
stop the shaking (Hag 2, Heb 12), or to stop 
bringing evil into the light, in case we put 
ourselves against God. It is God who forms 
the light and creates darkness.

We should have Israel, and America and 
Britain, in our prayers: praying for greater 
trust and faith in God who is the only one 
who can give peace and security to the 
nations through Jesus our Messiah, the One 
who died that we might live, and who rose 
again to give us life.

How Relevant is the Bible? By Aviel Schneider. Courtesy of Israel Today

Which biblical �gure in�uences 
Israeli Jews the most? What 
signi�cance does the Bible (Old 
Testament) have? How many have a 
Bible at home? In which city do 
people read the Bible most? The 
Herzog Academic College south of 
Jerusalem conducted a survey to �nd 
out.

For 19 percent of Israelis, Moses is the 
biblical figure who has the most influence 
on their lives. After him comes King 
David with 13 percent, Abraham (11), 
King Solomon (8), Rachel (5), Sarah (3), 

Joshua (3), Joseph (3), Ruth (1) 
and King Saul (1 percent). In 
addition, 22 percent of the 
people taking part (of them 40 
percent secular Jews) said that 
no biblical figure has 
influenced their lives in any 
way.

Why is Moses more popular 
than King David, and why are 
Isaac and Jacob left out? Why 
are these patriarchs less 
esteemed as role models than 
Sarah and Rachel, Joshua and 
Saul? The survey does not 
answer these questions but it is 

food for thought.
An impressive 95 percent of Israelis 

have a Bible in their homes. Of these, 42 
percent read it frequently or at least once a 
week; 30 percent said very infrequently; 
15 percent do not read the Scriptures at all; 
13 percent only in personal times of 
trouble.

Earnings and standard of living also 
make a difference: 58 percent of people 
with a below average monthly How 
Relevant Is the Bible? income read the 
Bible more often than 39 percent with 
larger salaries.

The poll found that 68 percent of 
Israelis believe the Bible is first and 

foremost a holy book. Of course, more 
religious Jews (70 percent) think of it that 
way than secular Jews (54 percent). Some 
16 percent of respondents say the Bible is 
a book that characterizes their identity, 
while 4 percent see it as literature like any 
other books.

A small minority, 9 percent, do not feel 
connected to the Bible. From their point of 
view, it is a historical book that is no 
longer relevant to their lives.

Residents of Jerusalem read the Bible 
more often than people anywhere else in 
Israel. The survey found that 71 percent of 
the Jews in the Holy City read the Old 
Testament compared to 
40 percent in the secular 
coastal cities of Tel Aviv 
and Haifa.

Jerusalem has always 
been a place where more 
prayers are held and most 
people believe in God. If 
Jerusalem is a traditional 
stronghold for religious 
Jews, the Tel Aviv area 
has been the domain of 
the Hellenistic Jews, who 
adopted a secular Greek 
culture characterized by 
hedonism.

Both the religious and 

secular media in Israel discussed this 
survey in depth and concluded that the 
Bible is more relevant to people in Israel 
than previously assumed. People read the 
Bible for different reasons and it is 
available in almost every house.

The Jewish population in the Land 
might appear less religious than the 
Muslim population, but the Bible plays a 
strong role in daily life and in society. 
Religion and politics are inseparable in 
Israel, a big difference from the Christian 
West. 

After all, the Jews are the People of the 
Book!From generation to generation, the Bible remains a divine guide to 

the Jewish people

Role Model No.1: Israelis 
say Moses is the Biblical 

�gure with the most 
in�uence on their lives
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A Bnei Menashe Lesson: What Rosh Hashana 
and Making Aliyah have in Common 

The Bnei Menashe never forgot 

who they are or where they came 

from – or where they would one day 

return.
 It is shortly before 6am. The exhaustion 

on Benji Tungnung’s face is palpable as he 
makes his way through the quiet streets of 
the northern Galilee town of Ma’alot. With 
Rosh Hashana rapidly approaching, the 21-
year-old yeshiva student wants to be sure to 
arrive on time for Slihot, the penitential 
supplications recited prior to the Shaharit 
morning prayer service.

Quickening his pace, Benji reaches his 
destination. His previous bout of fatigue 
quickly dissolves into a contented smile 
when he pries open the door of the yeshiva 
with a few minutes to spare before the 
poetic entreaties to the Creator commence.

In the days leading up to the start of the 
Jewish New Year, scenes similar to the one 
above play out in cities throughout the 
country. But for Tungnung, it is especially 
poignant. He and his family will soon be 
celebrating their first Rosh Hashana since 
making aliya from India.

Tungnung hails from the northeastern 
Indian state of Manipur, which straddles the 
border with Burma, and he is a member of 
the Bnei Menashe community.

Theirs is a remarkable tale, one that 
underlines the profound power of Jewish 
history and the unbreakable pull of Jewish 
destiny.

The Bnei Menashe are descendants of 
the tribe of Menashe, one of the Ten Lost 
Tribes of Israel exiled by the Assyrian 
empire in 722 BCE, toward the end of the 
First Temple era.

Despite being cut off from the 

rest of the Jewish people for so 

many centuries, the Bnei 

Menashe stubbornly clung to 

the ways of their ancestors. 
They observed Shabbat and kept kosher, 

celebrated the festivals, practiced the 

sacrificial rites and even argued a lot among 
themselves, just as Jews have done since 
time immemorial.

The Bnei Menashe never forgot who 
they are or where they came from – or to 
where they would one day return.

Over the past 15 years, some 3,000 
members of the community have made 
Aliyah, assisted by Shavei Israel, the 
organization I chair. In just the past 18 
months, we have brought 900 Bnei 
Menashe, including Tungnung and his 
family, on the long journey home.

“I used to feel so unlucky that I wasn’t 
born here in Israel,” Tungnung says.

“Here, in yeshiva, the students relate to 
me as a true brother. We may differ in our 
mother tongues or the colors of our skin, 
but underneath it all, we are all the same. 
We have something in common, and as 
Jews, our motto must be ‘United we 
stand.’” God, he tells me, “brought me here 
to Israel for a purpose. 

Making Aliyah is similar to Rosh 

Hashana, because it signifies a fresh 

start, a new chapter in life that is 

waiting to be written.”
Continuing the analogy, he describes the 

festival as “an opportunity to do better, to 
see things in a better way, to love better. 
Rosh Hashana, like moving to Israel, is a 
time of stepping forward, finding the 
purpose in one’s life and trying to live it by 
following in God’s ways.”

Tungnung’s older brother Yosef, who 
has a master’s degree in social 
anthropology, tries to describe what it was 
like growing up, nourishing the hope and 
dream of Aliyah in a far-off land.

“Oh, how my family and I longed for 
Zion,” he tells me without a trace of 
cynicism. “The thought of making aliya one 
day touched us deeply in our hearts.

I would often ask myself, ‘Will I merit 
to experience what heaven on earth looks 
like?’” Last November, I visited with the 
Tungnung family in their home in the 
Churachandpur district of Manipur, as they 

were busy making the final 
preparations for their move. It 
was late on a Friday afternoon, 
and their modest living room 
was filled with suitcases 
overflowing with personal items 
as well as lots of memories.

Benji and Yosef, along with 
their elder brother Ziv, 31, and 
sister Miriam, 27, a registered 
nurse, stood silently and 
watched as Amalia, the 
matriarch of the family, kindled 
the Shabbat lights.

She closed her eyes, and 
tears streamed down her face as 
she uttered a hushed prayer: 
“Great and holy God, this is the last time I 
will be lighting Shabbat candles here in this 
village. Thank you for blessing me that next 
week I will light them in the Land of Israel 
together with my family.”

Each of the children then received an 
impassioned blessing from Daniel, their 
father, who implored God to protect them 
all during the upcoming trip.

Just a few days later, as their plane 
touched down at Ben-Gurion Airport, I 
watched as Benji let out a whoop of joy, 
burst into a smile and beamed, “We did it! 
We made it!” The Tungnungs now reside in 
Safed, in an apartment with three 
bedrooms, a living room and kitchen, which 
Benji describes as “the best apartment in 
the world,” although the long hours he 
spends studying in the Ma’alot yeshiva 
don’t leave him with much free time to be 
there with his family.

The family members have completed 
ulpan (Hebrew language studies) and are 
busy adjusting to life in the Jewish state, 
which continues to fill them with wonder.

Visiting Jerusalem for the first time left 
them awestruck.

“I cannot describe my feelings when we 
went to the Holy City,” Yosef says. “It was 
as if we were standing at the gates to 
heaven. How beautiful the city looks! It 
simply fills my heart with songs of joy.”

After Rosh Hashana, they hope to find 
work, utilizing the skills and education that 
they acquired back in India.

“I hope and pray that Hashem [God] 
will continue to guide us through out 
another year,” Benji declares. “I have high 
hopes that I can be useful to the State of 
Israel and contribute to it, as well as help 
my fellow Bnei Menashe.”

The family’s only regret is that the 
eldest son, Shem, 33, who is married with 
four children, was unable to move to Israel. 
Some 7,000 Bnei Menashe are still in India, 
awaiting permission from the Israeli 
government to make Aliyah.

“When I went to the Kotel, I put in 

a letter to God, thanking Him for 

bringing us to His Holy Land after 

thousands of years of longing, but I 

also put in a request,” says Benji. “I said 
that our happiness is not complete, it cannot 
be whole, until my elder brother and his 
family are able to find their way back 
home.”

He adds that on Rosh Hashana, “I will 
continue to pray for Shem and for all the 
Bnei Menashe, that they will soon join 
hands with us here as one complete family, 
reunited in Zion. Perhaps, just perhaps, this 
New Year will bring with it great new 
tidings.”

Benji Tungnung poses with his family in his hometown of Manipur in 
India prior to making Aliyah to Israel. Photo credit: Michael Freund

By Michael Freund. Sourced from The Jerusalem Post

Aliyah Breakthrough: The Subbotnik Jews of Ukraine & Russia 

Over the past year, the Lord has 
blessed Israel as the Ingathering of the 
Exiles continues apace. From the Jews of 
France to the lost tribe of Bnei Menashe in 
India, growing numbers of Jewish people 
are coming home to Zion thousands of 
years after their ancestors were banished 
from the Land.

And reminiscent of Isaiah's vision of 
the skies pouring down God's 
righteousness (Isaiah 45:8), it continues to 
rain good news in the field of Aliyah.

As Chairman of Shavei Israel, which 
seeks out lost tribes and hidden Jewish 
communities, I was recently informed by 

Israel's Absorption Minister, Zev 
Elkin, that he has agreed to my 
request to move forward with a 
Government resolution that will 
enable us to resume the Aliyah of 
the Subbotnik Jews from Russia 
and the Ukraine!

Their Aliyah has been frozen 
since 2005, and we have been 
struggling ever since to pry open 
the doors of return for them. The 
Lord has answered our entreaties, 

and we hope that the first group of 100 
immigrants will be able to come to Israel 
in early 2016, and will include many from 
the war zone in the Ukraine.

The Subbotnik Jews (from the Russian 
word "Subbot", which means Sabbath) are 
descendants of farmers and peasants 
whom embraced Judaism in southern 
Russia more than two centuries ago.

In 1817, the Subbotnik Jews suffered 
terrible anti-Semitism, so they appealed to 
Czar Alexander I for help. Instead, this 
made their situation worse, as the Czar 
issued a series of cruel decrees against the 
Subbotnik Jews, which included 

kidnapping their children and culminated 
in their deportation and expulsion to the 
far reaches of the empire.

Nonetheless, despite ongoing Czarist 
persecution and subsequent Soviet 
oppression, the Subbotnik Jews stubbornly 
clung to their Jewishness.

Many were murdered by the Germans 
after the Nazi invasion of the Soviet Union 
in June 1941. Communism also took a 
heavy toll, and sought to force them to 
abandon their faith in God.

For nearly a century, the Subbotnik 
Jews had been making Aliyah without any 
problems - until 2005, when Israel's 
bureaucracy suddenly and inexplicably 
halted their immigration.

For the past decade, my organization 
Shavei Israel has been lobbying the Israeli 
government to resume the Aliya and 
reverse the injustice that was done to our 
Subbotnik Jewish brethren. Thank God, 
our efforts have been blessed with success, 
and soon enough, the first batch of 
Subbotnik Jews will come home to Israel. 
But we need your help to do so! We need 
your prayers, your encouragement and 

your financial support so that the 
Subbotnik Jews of the Ukraine and Russia 
can return to Zion. With the assistance of 
Christians for Israel, which has partnered 
with Shavei Israel in numerous Aliyah 
projects in the past, we can all be a part of 
the unfolding of the Divine plan!

Nearly 2600 years ago, the prophet 
Jeremiah (31:8) foretold that God would 
bring Israel back from "the land of the 
north", a clear reference to Russia and the 
Ukraine. We will soon be privileged to see 
this verse come to life before our eyes 
when the Subbotnik Jews return.

Please join us in helping to make this 
miracle become a reality!

Subbotnik Jews in the Ukraine

Vysoky in Southern Russia

By Michael Freund. Chairman of Shavei Israel
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Dear faithful friends and readers ( Chavarim )

I truly believe now more than ever, that we are living 
in momentous and some would even say perilous 
times. I’m still in shock of the sudden changes in our 
Government Leadership with Malcolm Turnbull now 
our new Prime Minister. 

The resurgence in violence and acts of terrorism and anti-Semitism is cause for us to 
remain vigilant in our support and solidarity for Israel and the Jewish 
people, and to also pray for wisdom and courage for the leaders of 
Israel, Europe, America and Australia to call for a return to peace and 
quiet and civility. read 2 Timothy 2:1-4  

More than ever we need to be praying for the Peace of Jerusalem and 
ultimately for the return of the Prince of peace Jesus Christ (Yeshua Ha 
Meshiach) according to Psalm 122:6 and Psalm 24:7-9 

As you read this October/November edition Mandy and I (pictured 
above) will be back leading another tour in Israel and Turkey with 30 
fellow Australians. It will be a good opportunity for us to stand with our 
Israeli brothers and sisters in prayer and friendship, as well as exploring 
the lands of the Bible and walking in the footsteps of the patriarchs, 
Prophets and Apostles —and the Messiah Himself. 

If you have been praying about making a trip to Israel we would love to 
host you next March. See the advertisement on page 4 for details.

Thank you so much for your prayerful encouragement and your generous 
fi nancial support to keep printing and posting this paper and for those who 
send comfort to the Lord’s people or help them return home.

May the lord bless you as you pray and give generously to His ministry work here and in 
Israel. See the back page for details on how to support the work of Christians for Israel.

Ian Worby
National Leader

Exceeding our expectations
A weekend with Rev. Glashouwer in Melbourne
On Saturday 22nd of August, we at Shalom Israel were privileged to host Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer for our Why Israel, Why Jerusalem and Why End Times seminar. 

The seminar was organised in conjunction with Derek Prince Ministries Australia, 
Ebenezer Operation Exodus Australia and Christians for Israel – who all sent their 
representatives down from interstate for the seminar. In addition, we were blessed to 
have the Tabernacle of David worship team coming from Bendigo to lead us in a time of 
heavenly worship.

It was beautiful to be able to work together with such an array of ministries. We believe 
that God was bringing us together in the one place for His sovereign purpose and could 
sense that the heavens were pleased as we worked together in unity. 

It seemed that Rev. Glashouwer’s visit became like a hub to which many different 

ministries could join forces. Apart from the above mentioned ministries, we had several 
other key ministry leaders present including at least seven pastors.  

The various ministries represented sent down a whopping 86.8kg of books and dvds for the 
resource tables – and in addition we at Shalom Israel had four full trestle tables of our own 
resources. As the time drew near, we were getting concerned that a large proportion of the 
resources might simply have to be sent back! To our pleasant surprise a vast majority of the 
resources were snapped up by the eager seminar goers – and only one 11kg box was left of 

the original 86.8kg by the end of the weekend!

In addition to our main event on Saturday, we also organised a smaller 
young adults event on Sunday night. This was the fi rst time Shalom 
Israel did such an event – and we were pleased with a turn-out of 
about 70-80 people. Through the organising of the young adults event, 
connections were established with key young adult leaders who are keen 
on learning more about Israel and spreading the word to their generation. 

On the Sunday night, we had a double treat which not only had Rev. 
Glashouwer speaking, but also Katie Stucken from Sydney. Katie was 
sharing about her experiences in the past year of volunteering with 
Ebenezer Operation Exodus and literally travelling the globe assisting 
Jewish people return to their promised land (make aliyah) while 
encouraging the young generation to be inspired by God’s vision for 
His ancient people. Katie shared with humour and warmth about her 
fi rsthand experience of assisting Jewish people in the freezing conditions 
of Russia. She also shared passionately about her work to raise up a 
young generation who are on fi re for the Lord and with a passion for 
God’s purposes concerning Israel. 

Testimonies
The Saturday seminar was well 
attended with just under 300 people 
present. We had people drive for 
hours to get to the meeting – some 
came from as far away as Horsham 
and Albury. A couple even arrived by 
plane from Perth especially for
the seminar! 

The attendance was from a very 
mixed background – we had 
Presbyterians and Anglicans, 
Lutherans and Baptists, Salvationists, 
Pentecostals and Messianics. Some were veterans of Christian Zionism who had heard 
teaching about Israel for decades – whereas others were very new to the idea that God indeed 
has a special plan for the Jewish people! Yet Glashouwer’s teaching was solid scripturally and 
resonated well across the board. At one point we asked for a show of hands of how many were 
receiving something new from the teaching – and we were amazed to see the number of eager 
hands being raised across the auditorium. 

We had lots of positive feedback from the seminar, but none as touching as the story of a 
Messianic lady originally from Holland. When she was leaving Holland, some elders in 
a Church warned people close to her about her saying ‘you cannot trust Jews’. She was 
deeply hurt by the episode and after experiencing similar anti-Semitism from a Pastor in 
country Victoria, she hid her Jewish identity for the next 40 years. Since 1998 there has 
been a healing process taking place in her life and hearing Rev. Glashouwer’s teaching as a 
Dutch Pro-Israel minister was balm to her soul. She ended up purchasing the recordings of 
the seminar and after listening to the teaching a second time found herself crying on and off 
for three days. For her the seminar was truly a life-changing and healing experience.

Report by Enoch Laveneder - Shalom Israel

Ordering Recordings
We made recordings of the sessions from our seminars:
• Why Israel, Why Jerusalem, Why End Times DVD SET: $30 inc postage
• Return of the King DVD - Rev. Glashouwer’s young adults message: $10 inc. postage
• A Year with Ebenezer DVD - Katie Stucken, helping Jews return home: $10 inc. postage

A Messianic 
lady was deeply hurt 
by anti-Semitism [&] 
she hid her Jewish 
identity for the next 
40 years... Hearing 
Rev. Glashouwer’s 

teaching was balm to 
her soul.

Rev Willem Glashouwer greeting the Melbourne conference.

TO ORDER OR 
FOR MORE INFO:

www.shalomisrael.com.au  |  mail@shalomisrael.com.au  |  (03) 9857 7216

Mandy Worby serving at the resource tables during the conference.



2 October 2015A Gap Year - Part 2 by Matthew Thorn

Last time, in this column, Matthew 
shared how God had been preparing him 
to visit the land of Israel. This month, we 
revisit the C4I volunteer and educational 
trip to Jerusalem of July 2014 with him.
July the 4th, 2014. As our aeroplane descends, the night 
lights of Tel Aviv glimmer below us. It is midnight, and I am 
thoroughly exhausted, but we have fi nally arrived in Eretz 
Israel! After a prolonged questioning at the immigration 
gate, we were whisked away to Jerusalem in a sherut 
(shared taxi). We would meet the other six members of our 
team at breakfast the next morning in Hebrew University’s 
Givat Ram campus, which would serve as our home for the 
next two weeks.

Four mates from Melbourne (two Science/Engineering 
students, one Science/Law student and myself, taking a gap 
year) joined six Dutch Christians for a two week trip that 
would serve two major purposes: to volunteer in Jerusalem, 
and to learn about Israel. 

The purpose of this article is not to recount the details of 
our programme, for it was over a year ago. Rather, I hope to 
share with you the essence of my experience of the land of 
Israel, in an effort to convey that which I have learnt. 

Our volunteer work would consist of gardening outside and 
painting inside, in a neighbourhood of southwest Jerusalem 
named Kiryat HaYovel (Jubilee Town). Upon fi rst entering 
the neighbourhood, one immediately notices the change 
in architecture: no longer are all the buildings stone-faced, 
as is mandatory in Jerusalem, instead they are crudely 
rendered, or remain as naked concrete. This points to the 
history and nature of Kiryat HaYovel, which was rapidly 
established in the 1950’s in order to accommodate a rapid 
infl ux of Jews fl eeing from surrounding Arab states. Still 
today, the neighbourhood remains a complex of housing 
projects, serving Ultra-Orthodox and secular Jews, young 
and old, recent immigrants and established professionals. 
Kiryat HaYovel not only comprises a complex cross-
section of residents, it has also suffered under terrorist 
attacks, the most recent being in 2002, when an 18 year 
old Palestinian suicide bomber killed herself and two 
others and injured many outside the local supermarket. It 
was in this context that we were granted an opportunity to 
bless the people of Israel: to show them that, as Christians, 
we support them; we love them. Our work was organised 
such that our efforts were integrated into ongoing local 
community-building projects.

Though the Mediterranean sun scorched down relentlessly, 
we repainted the hallways and doors of the community 
housing, and gardened. As part of the gardening team, I 
helped to restore an overgrown garden before converting a 
vacant lot beside one apartment into a drip-irrigated garden. 
Hacking the cracked dirt with a pick, having sweat fall off the 
tip of my nose, tasting the dry dust in my mouth and nursing 
aching arms at the day’s end did make me appreciate the 
tireless work of the early Russian Jewish adherents of Hibbat 
Zion. Arriving to the barren surrounds of the old Walled 
City in 1860, they were the settlers who sought a revival of 
Jewish life in the Eretz Israel. Like these eastern European 
Jews, I too had little experience in agriculture, yet a love 
for the land was cultivated within me: yoked to a love for 

the nation of Israel. Such conviction–common, and openly 
displayed by our crew–brought intrigue, but also appreciation 
from locals, who not only hosted us for lunch each day, but 
also regularly interrupted our work by offering welcomed 
encouragement and refreshments.

Equally important as volunteering was the tour’s focus on 
education, which was achieved through viewing sites of 
interest and conversing with locals (of even more interest). 
In Jerusalem, we each became our own Indiana Jones, as 
local historians initiated us into the world of archaeology 
at the Temple Mount Salvage Operation. The rubble we 
worked through originated from the Kidron Valley: the 
dumpsite from unauthorised excavation of the Temple 
Mount in 1999 by the Islamic Waqf. Consequently, centuries 
of Jewish history are consistently being rediscovered, a 
process we were privileged to be involved in. We visited 
the City of David, and waded through the knee-high water 
in Hezekiah’s Tunnel the same day. Also in Jerusalem, 

we were hosted by the Hineni Centre and wwere taught 
about their service of Israel’s needy, through soup vans 
and disaster relief, as well as its role as an education and 
cultural centre. 

Four days after our arrival, Israel launched its offensive 
against Hamas, named “Operation Protective Edge”. Each 
night on the local news, we would see the atrocities of war, 
and each day we would see how locals responded. Our 
briefi ng on reacting to rocket sirens was put into action on 
just our third night. As our evening drew to a close, wailing 
sirens fi lled Jerusalem and we hurried down below ground 
into a sealed shelter. The university’s IDF soldiers were very 
relaxed about this episode, and our group was not worried. 
The Iron Dome (Israel’s anti-missile defense system) ensures 
the safety of Israel’s citizens with remarkable consistency. 
Following our visit to Yad Vashem, we were sitting outside 
the museum and processing the horrifi c images of Nazi 
Germany’s death camps, when again rocket sirens cried 

out. With little panic, the crowd made its way into the 
underground carpark, where we would hear the missiles be 
intercepted, from a safe distance. A remarkable event ensued: 
a large circle of those huddled in the carpark (mostly tourists) 
linked arms and, forming a circle began singing praise and 
lifting up prayer for the peace of Jerusalem. 

Immediately following this incident, our team shared dinner 
with twelve eastern European survivors of the holocaust, 
who recounted their experiences of the Second World War, 
and how they came to be in Israel. Meetings like this were 
invaluable, in that they provided us with insight into the 
world from which the fi rst, second and third waves of Olim 
departed as they began their journey to Eretz Israel. 

Each day was full to the brim with new experiences, and 
with meeting more local residents. My personal favourite 
time was sharing a Shabbat meal with locals, a night fi lled 
with poetry, fi ne traditional Jewish food, wine and song.  

Of course, we were involved in many more adventures, 
including swimming in the Dead Sea, exploring Masada 
and hiking up the valley to Ein Gedi, where David hid from 
Saul (1 Samuel 23:29), as well as being guided around Israeli 
settlements and military outposts in the Samarian Hills. 

As Isreality prepares to continue its commitment to bringing 
young adults from across the world to the land of Israel in 
2017, I can only hint at the richness of such an experience: 

the like of which has given 
myself a deepened interest 
in the Land and an enhanced 
appreciation for her connection 
to the Jewish people.

I would love to hear from 
you. Please contact me at 
matthewcthorn@icloud.com

Matthew Thorn (center) with the reast of the Isreality team, still smiling after long days working in Kiryat HaYovel.

Matthew at the Jerusalem House of 
Prayer for All Nations

Matthew Planting cacti in Kiryat HaYovel as part of the volunteer team.

‘it was our opportunity 
to bless the people of 
Israel: to show them 
that, as Christians, 
we support them; 
we love them.’

Singing in the underground carpark beneath Yad Vashem with enemy rockets overhead 
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With Keren Hayesod, you can help thousands of new 
immigrants from countries of distress start life anew 
in the State of Israel
The shortening days and lengthening shadows of late August have been accompanied by a 
welcome relief from one of the hottest summers in memory in Israel. For the youngsters, 
the end of summer presages a return to school, for the older folks, it’s a reminder that the 
“chagim”—the Jewish holidays —are just around the corner.  

Tradition calls for introspection and refl ection during the month of Elul, the Hebrew 
month preceding Rosh Hashana, and the Ten Days of Penitence. “Who will live and who 
will die?” the chazzan intones in Unetaneh Tokef, one of the most moving prayers in the 
Hebrew liturgy.  “Who in his time and who before his time”.  

While for most of us, this haunting prayer is evocative of the collective Jewish memory, 
for many new immigrants to Israel, the chilling words conjure up their own frightening 
experiences.   

Ruben Fitoussi owned a kosher Japanese-Chinese restaurant in Paris. But, he says:

“After the murder of four Jews at the Hyper Cacher kosher market, a place I used to 
shop, I realized I needed to leave. It could have happened to me, or someone in my 
family, and it was really frightening.  

“I left behind, in Paris, my business and my family”, says Reuben, now a student at 
Ulpan Etzion in Jerusalem, “but I wake up every morning happy, in Israel, knowing 
who I am. My dream is to open my own restaurant here in Jerusalem, the same kind I 
had in Paris, but now in a completely new place, a city that is excellent for me to live, 
learn Torah, and work”.

Tatiana, from Luhansk, in Ukraine, recalls that:

“one day, we all went for a family walk and missiles were shot from a plane at the 
municipal building. It was an inexplicable horror: explosions, people screaming, dead 
bodies, blood...  How can you explain why an old lady is lying there on the ground 
covered in blood, with her legs missing? Why innocent people are 
being killed?” She, her husband and their two daughters reached Kiev. There,“We became 
homeless, with no work, no place to live, no belongings... Even more devastating was 
that people in Kiev wouldn’t even talk to us. We had no chance to fi nd a job or rent an 
apartment... it was unbelievable, such hatred...”

“I was right away identifi ed as Jewish because I wear long skirts and dresses”, attests 
Ruth Atlan, from France. “There were moments when I felt unsafe. This is what pushed 
me to make aliyah. The idea of living in a Jewish country resonated in me and I felt 
that now is the time, that Israel is my home. Today I am no longer afraid to walk in the 
street. Today I feel free to be Jewish”.  

The Rybalko family—Konstantin, a dentist, his wife, Julia, and their daughter, Valeria —
had a good life in Luhansk. They had just moved into a beautiful new apartment and were 
planning a vacation when the crisis erupted. The town was heavily shelled: many buildings 
were destroyed. The Rybalkos hid in their basement for many long days, without electricity 
or a phone connection, with limited food and water.

Thousands of olim like these who escaped the fear and horrors of their native land, with the 
help of Jewish Agency initiatives supported by Keren Hayesod-United Israel Appeal, will 
shortly celebrate their fi rst New Year in the State of Israel. For them, the words “inscribe us 
for life” resonate intensely with personal meaning as they begin a new life as proud Jews in 
their ancient homeland.

If you feel led to give towards the ongoing ministry of Keren Hayesod 
please do so on our back page of this newspaper. You’ll be helping even 
more Jewish people make Aliyah to Israel. See page 12

Free Delivery
orders over $25
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Resources on Israel & Bible Prophecy!
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secure, mobile-friendly website
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God’s War on Terror
Walid Shoebat

New

The origins of anti-Semitism 
will surprise you! From Cain 
to today’s Islamist, Antiochus 
Epiphanes to Adolph Hitler, & 
from Martin Luther to the modern-
day super-sessionist, Jew hatred 
has been part of the human heart. 
Conceived by Lucifer it has given 
birth to some of the most heinous 
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12106BKP
Paperback

Hatred of the Jews 
Victor Schlatter

With over 5 hours of testimony 
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& scholarship your worldview & 
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As we watch the world events, 
it is clear that Israel is following 
her prophetic scenario & a new 
chapter is about to be written—
& there may be a big surprise 
on our near horizon! Dr. Chuck 
Missler explores the origin, history 
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Jerusalem is the world’s most 
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region, as well as North Africa.  
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 Ruth Atlan, Jewish immigrant from France

It was an 
inexplicable horror: 
explosions, people 

screaming, dead bodies, 
blood... Why [were] 

innocent  people 
being killed?

Ruben Fitoussi, Jewish restaurant owner

After the murder 
of four Jews... 

I realized... It could 
have happened to me... 

and it was 
really frightening.
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“The Garden Tomb is just one of the many places 
in Israel we’d love to take you this Passover!”  
Ian & Mandy Worby – your tour hosts

24 March - 6 April 2016
Plus optional Turkey extension 5 - 13 April

Walking Dustin the

of our Rabbi

*$3750 Turkey extension. 

Includes ANZAC Cove 

at Gallipoli & visits 

the 7 Churches

of Revelation.

$6590*
Expected Price

*Full pricing details online
Based on a minimum of 25 passengers & current exchange rate. subject to change. conditions apply

or call Olive Tree Travel our o�  cial 
travel agents: 1300 550 830

FIND OUT MORE:
www.visiontours.org.au

After attending the ‘Why Israel’ conference with Rev Willem 
Glashouwer in Melbourne Ian (my husband) and I wanted to 
catch up with our friends Steven and Debby Green and their 
children from Olive Tree Travel; they’re our exclusive agent for 
all our tours to Israel and they’ve become good friends as well.

Steven and his family volunteer for C Care at the Yeshiva 
Centre in East St Kilda delivering meals to quite a large number 
of elderly Russian and Ukrainian Jews who managed to leave 
after the fall of the Iron Curtain and they made their homes here 
in Australia. They have very little money and quite a number of 
them only speak broken English. Ian and I jumped at the chance 
to lend a hand.

It was a pleasure to meet the Rabbi working in the kitchen with 
his small team, then we loaded up the cars and headed off to 
deliver the meals. It was an honour and quite humbling to meet 
these beautiful people, some were quite embarrassed to need 
the help, others gave little treats to Steve and Debby’s children 

as the children were so excited to be hand delivering the food. 
Many were just so grateful for the human touch and contact.

‘In everything I showed you that by working hard in this 
manner you must help the weak and remember the words 
of Yeshua the Messiah, that He Himself said, “It’s more 
blessed to give than to receive.”’ Acts 20:35

For more information on the work of C Care 
see their website or facebook page: 
www.ccare.org.au
facebook.com/ccare.org.au

         It was an honour to meet these 
beautiful people… many were just so 

grateful for the human touch.

Ian and Mandy Worby and Steven Green with Rabbi Shlomo Nathanson at C Care in Melbourne

Mandy Worby along with Steven Green and his children 
delivering food parcels to a Jewish lady in need.

C Care workers preparing food in kitchen for Jewish people in need.
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A Glorious Defeat
Over the last 

seven years 

Washington has 

sent a steady 

stream of senior 

officials to 

“oversee joint Israeli-American 

efforts” regarding Iran. 
Sometimes you have to fight battles you 

cannot win because fighting – regardless of 
the outcome – advances a larger cause.

Israel’s fight against the nuclear deal the 
major powers, led by US President Barack 
Obama concluded with Iran was such a 
battle.

The battle’s futility became clear on 
July 20, just six days after it was concluded 
in Vienna.

On July 20, the US administration 
anchored the deal – which paves the way 
for Iran to become a nuclear power and 
enriches the terrorism-sponsoring 
ayatollahs to the tune of $150 billion – in a 
binding UN Security Council resolution. 
Once the resolution passed, the deal became 
unstoppable.

Most of the frozen funds that 

comprise the $150b would have been 

released regardless of congressional 

action. And the nonproliferation 

regime the US developed over the 

past 70 years was upended the 

moment the deal was concluded in 

Vienna.
The fight in Congress itself probably 

couldn’t have succeeded even if the 
administration hadn’t made an end run 
around the lawmakers at the Security 
Council.

After Sen. Bob Corker, the chairman of 
the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, 
passed the law obligating Obama to secure 
the support of a mere third of the members 
of either House to implement his nuclear 
deal, its implementation was a foregone 
conclusion. The US Constitution gives sole 
power to approve international treaties to 
the Senate and requires a minimum of two-
thirds approval for passage. Corker turned 
the Constitution on its head when he went 
forward with his bill. Far from curbing 
Obama’s executive overreach, Corker gave 
Obama unprecedented power to enact his 
radical, reckless nuclear agenda.

So if the fight against the deal was 

doomed to fail, why did the Israeli 

government decide to fight it for all it 

was worth? 
And why is Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu still fighting it even though 
there is no longer any way to stop Obama 
from enabling Iran to sprint across the 
nuclear finish line? By fighting Obama’s 
nuclear deal, Israel seeks to advance two 
larger efforts. First, it uses the battle to 
expand its capacity to act without the US to 
prevent Iran from acquiring nuclear 
weapons. Second, it is shaping its relations 
with the US both for the duration of 
Obama’s presidency and for the day after he 
leaves office.

As far as Iran’s nuclear program is 
concerned, Obama’s deal has not impacted 
Israel’s options for preventing the mullahs 
from getting the bomb.

Even before the US betrayed Israel, its 
Arab allies and its own national security 
interests and closed a deal that will 
transform Iran into a nuclear power and a 
regional hegemon, there was no chance that 

the Americans would take action to prevent 
Iran from developing atomic warheads.

That prospect was taken off the table in 
November 2007. The National Intelligence 
Estimate on Iran’s nuclear program 
published that month falsely – and 
scandalously – asserted that Tehran 
abandoned its nuclear weapons program at 
the end of 2003.

The NIE was a bureaucratic coup. CIA 
analysts, notorious since the 1970s for their 
biased and politicized analyses, used the 
falsified NIE to block then-president 
George W. Bush from dealing with Iran. 
After losing the public’s support for the war 
in Iraq, and after failing to find Saddam’s 
WMD (which magically fell into the hands 
of Islamic State 11 years after the US 
invasion), Bush was powerless to oppose an 
official assessment of the intelligence 
community that claimed Iran was not a 
nuclear proliferator.

As for Obama, in early 2008, even 

before he secured the Democratic 

presidential nomination, he 

announced that he wanted to 

negotiate with then-Iranian president 

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
At no time since was there any evidence 

supporting the notion that Obama would lift 
a finger to prevent Iran from going nuclear.

In other words, for the past eight years it 
has been apparent to everyone willing to 
see that Israel has no option but to prevent 
Iran from acquiring nuclear weapons.

By fighting so strenuously against 
Obama’s nuclear deal, Israel improved its 
ability to carry out a military strike against 
Iran’s nuclear installations in two ways.

First, it removed the most serious 
domestic obstacle to carrying out such a 
strike.

Last week’s publication of audio 
recordings of former defense minister Ehud 
Barak discussing Iran’s nuclear program 
revealed that for the past several years, 
Israel’s military and intelligence brass have 
blocked operations against Iran’s nuclear 
installations three times. In 2010, 2011 and 
2012 the IDF chief of General Staff and 
senior generals supported by hesitant 
cabinet members refused to carry out 
instructions they received from Netanyahu 
and Barak to prepare to carry out such a 
strike.

There is no doubt that one of the main 
reasons they opposed lawful instructions 
was their faith in Obama’s security pledges.

For their part, the Americans did their 
best to subvert the authority of Israel’s 
elected leadership.

Over the past seven years Washington 
has sent a steady stream of senior officials 
to “oversee joint Israeli-American efforts” 
regarding Iran. It is now obvious that this 
“unprecedented cooperation” was never 
aimed at strengthening Israel against Iran. 
Rather, its aim has been to erode the 
government’s power to make independent 
decisions regarding Iran’s nuclear 
installations.

Had Netanyahu kept his criticism of 
Obama’s decision to give Iran a free hand 
to develop nuclear weapons quiet, the 
generals might have shrugged their 
shoulders and expressed gratitude for the 
shiny new weapons Obama will throw at 
them to “compensate” for giving nukes to a 
regime sworn to annihilate the country.

By making his opposition public, 
Netanyahu alerted the nation to the dangers. 
The top commanders can no longer pretend 
that US security guarantees are credible. 

Now they will be forced to kick their 
psychological addiction to worthless 
American security guarantees, accept 
reality and act accordingly.

Better eight years late than never.
The Americans weren’t the only ones 

paying attention to Israel’s fight. Israel’s 
Arab neighbors also saw how Netanyahu 
and Ambassador to the US Ron Dermer left 
no stone unturned in their efforts to 
convince Democratic lawmakers to oppose 
it. And the regional implications are already 
becoming clear.

As the Saudis’ willingness to stand with 
Israel in public to oppose this deal has 
shown, our neighbors have been deeply 
impressed by the diplomatic courage Israel 
has shown. 

If and when Israel strikes Iran’s 

nuclear installations, our willingness 

to openly oppose the administration 

will weigh in our favor. It will impact 

our neighbors’ willingness to 

cooperate in action aimed at removing 

Iran’s nuclear sword from their necks 

and ours.
By fighting the deal, Israel has also 

worked to shape our relations with the US 
in a favorable way both in the short and 
long term.

Obama has another year and four 
months in office. (503 days, but who’s 
counting?) Even before the fight over his 
nuclear deal began in earnest, Obama made 
clear that he intends to use his remaining 
time in office to undermine the US-Israel 
alliance and to weaken Israel 
internationally.

In the first instance, his Democratic and 
progressive surrogates’ anti-Semitic 
assaults against New York Democratic Sen. 
Charles Schumer, and the Justice 
Department’s coincidental indictment of 
pro-Israel New Jersey Democratic Sen. 
Robert Menendez communicated a clear 
message to Democratic lawmakers: Any 
Democrat who supports Israel against 
Obama will be targeted.

By acting in this way, Obama has 
communicated the clear goal of 
transforming support for Israel into the 
foreign policy equivalent of opposing 
abortion: a Republicans-only position.

Internationally, there can be little doubt 
that until Obama leaves office, he will seek 
to harm Israel and the UN. He may as well 
seek to harm the economy by quietly 
instituting administrative trade barriers with 
the US and Europe.

Israel’s fight against Obama’s nuclear 
deal has diminished Obama’s ability to use 
his full power to harm it while preparing 
the ground for relations to be repaired under 
his successor.

Until Netanyahu spoke before the joint 
houses of Congress in March, Obama’s 

nuclear deal was largely outside the 
American discourse. The fierce public 
debate began only after Netanyahu’s 
address. True, on Wednesday Obama got 
the support of his 34th Democratic senator 
and so blocked Israel’s efforts to convince 
Congress to vote down the deal. But his 
victory will be Pyrrhic.

Obama’s success will backfire first 

and foremost because thanks to 

Netanyahu’s move to spearhead the 

public debate in the US, today two-

thirds of Americans oppose the deal. 
Since Iran will waste no time proving 

just how devastating a mistake Obama and 
his fellow Democrats have just made, 
Obama’s success makes him far less free to 
enact further steps against Israel than he 
was before the deal was concluded. The 
public no longer will give him the benefit 
of the doubt.

Moreover, since the deal is as bad as its 
opponents say it is, and given that most 
Americans oppose it, Obama’s successor 
will face no impediments in canceling the 
deal and adopting a new policy towards 
Israel and Iran.

Then there are Obama’s Democratic 
followers in Congress.

Today some commentators argue that 
Obama’s victory over opponents of his 
nuclear deal – first and foremost AIPAC – 
spells the demise of the pro-Israel lobby in 
the US.

Thankfully, they are mistaken.
Just as it failed to prevent then-president 

Ronald Reagan from selling AWACs to 
Saudi Arabia in 1981, so AIPAC had no 
chance of preventing Obama from moving 
ahead with his Iran deal.

AIPAC has never had the power to 
defeat a president intent on advancing an 
anti-Israel policy.

We will only be able to measure 
AIPAC’s power after the 2016 elections.

On Wednesday, after Maryland’s Sen. 

Barbara Mikulski became the 34th senator 

to support Obama’s nuclear deal, PBS’s 

senior anchorwoman Gwen Ifill tweeted, 

“Take that, Bibi.”
Obama’s win is Bibi’s loss. Bibi failed 

to convince 12 Democratic senators and 44 

Democratic congressmen to vote against the 

head of their party. But by fighting against 

this deal, Netanyahu removed the main 

obstacle that kept Israel from taking action 

that will prevent Iran from going nuclear. 

He reduced Obama’s power to harm Israel.
The fight strengthened American and 

American- Jewish opposition to the nuclear 

deal, paving the way for a Democratic 

renewal after Obama leaves office. And 

finally, Israel’s public battle against 

Obama’s deal paved the way its abrogation 

by his successor.

All in all, a rather glorious defeat.

By Caroline B. Glick. Sourced from The Jerusalem Post
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A Modern Day Oskar Schindler
Steve Maman has saved 130 Christian 

and Yazidi women. His Jewish ethics 

are driving him to do more. 
 "The defining moment for me was 

when ISIS (released) pictures of children 
crammed up in a cage dressed up in orange 
jumpsuits while outside a soldier held a 
flame to them. I said to myself, 'Steve, 
you're going to act.'"

By now we've all seen the photos of 
prisoners and refugees; we've each read of 
the atrocities unfolding across the world. 
For most of us, the daily parade of misery 
and unthinkable brutality we see in the 
news can feel numbing: when we read of 
tragedies unfolding thousands of miles 
away, it can seem natural to feel that 
nothing we personally can do could 
possibly make any difference.

For one Jewish businessman in 
Montreal, averting his eyes wasn't an 
option. Steve Maman, a 42-year old father 
of six, would seem at first to have little if 
anything to do with the Iraqi victims of 
kidnapping and slavery a world away in 
Iraq. A crystal wholesaler and antique car 
dealer and father of young children, Maman 
might be forgiven for feeling that he was 
too busy to try to help.

Maman takes the Torah's obligation to 
push ourselves to help others very seriously. 
"I said to myself, I cannot and will not 
stand idle, “Maman explains, echoing the 
Torah's injunction "you shall not stand by 
the blood of your brother” (Leviticus 
19:16). "As I was always taught, ‘'One who 
saves a life, saves a world'" (Mishna 
Sanhedrin 4.5).

The situation of Christian minorities and 
Yazidis in Iraq is desperate. These people 
are a mostly Kurdish ethnic group with its 
own distinctive religion. After ISIS forces 
took over the region around Mosul and 
Sinjar in August 2014, they massacred and 
enslaved the many non-Muslims who lived 
in these areas. Over 9,000 Yazidis were 
executed, many by beheading. According to 
the UN Office of the High Commissioner 
on Human Rights, 7,000 Yazidis were 
enslaved. Boys taken as slaves face forced 
conversion to Islam and brainwashing to 
join ISIS. ISIS fighters distributed female 
"slaves" as a spoil of war, and these women 
and girls face horrific abuse: malnourished, 
kept in cages, and sexually brutalized in 
almost unthinkable conditions.

"You have to buy them out. There's no 
other way." It is these helpless, brutalized 
girls that Steve Maman has resolved to free 
by buying them out of servitude.

In December 2014, Maman set out to 
raise funds to buy their freedom, and set up 
a CYCI-The Liberation of Christian and 
Yazidi Children in Iraq. On the ground in 
Iraq, CYCI works closely with Cannon 
White and his local foundation to facilitate 
the ex-slaves' transitions to freedom. Once 
released, the girls are relocated to safe areas 
in Kurdish-controlled Iraq and, if possible, 
reunited with their families. In addition to 
buying their freedom, CYCI also helps 
provide them with desperately needed food, 
shelter and medical care. For those with no 
more family living, CYCI provides 
assistance to relocate and start anew. So far, 
CYCI has freed 120 women and girls.

At first, virtually all of CYCI's funds 

came from Montreal's 
Sephardi Jewish 
community, as Maman 
turned to his friends and 
business contacts with his 
plan. Maman 
characterizes his 
community as 
"remarkably generous." 
Kelly Amram, one of the 
volunteers making CYCI 
work, described the 
fundraising: "People are 
donating as if it were their own children" 
and explains why: "When we say 'never 
again' as Jews, we really mean 'Never 
again'."

Some have called Steve Maman a 

modern day Oskar Schindler, referring 

to the German industrialist who saved 

1,200 Jews during the Holocaust.
Although he says he's "two planets 

away" from Schindler's level, Maman 
credits Schindler with inspiring him, as well 
as Sir Nicholas Winton, a British Jew who 
recently died, in July 2015, who brought 
669 Jewish children to Britain from 
Czechoslovakia on the eve of World War II.

Maman says "I never planned for this to 
take off the way it did. I never called myself 
a Jewish Schindler or a Canadian 
Schindler...The only way I'm able to help 
children is to get help from others. I realize 
it was probably God who put me in this 
position" to help. All he did, Maman insists, 
is internalize the timeless Jewish lesson he 
was taught in school: "The Torah teaches 
the laws of assistance (to captives). I 

removed the names and borders that 
separate people... I helped people without 
labels." To those who criticize his paying 
money to ISIS to free slaves, Maman points 
out that each time people fill their car with 
gas they are giving money to regimes that 
encourage terrorism; each time Maman 
pays to free a Christian or Yazidi girl, he 
says, "I'm getting lives back."

Maman is not the only Jew to mobilize 
his community to help Iraqi Christians. In 
2015, Lord George Weidenfeld, the British 
publishing magnate who escaped Nazi-
occupied Austria for Britain with the help 
of a Christian group, explained "I had a 
debt to repay," establishing the "Safe 
Havens Fund" to help rescue and resettle 
Christian families fleeing ISIS from Iraq 
and Syria. He hired a private plane to carry 
the first group – 150 Syrian Christians – to 
Poland in July 2015. Aided by other Jewish 
donors and the Jewish National Fund, 
Weidenfeld has pledged to rescue over 
2,000 Christian families eventually.

To help support Steve’s work, visit 
www.liberationiraq.com.

By Yvette Miller. Sourced from aish.com

Steve Maman shaking hands with the Canadian Prime Minister

Australia’s New Prime Minister Has ‘Jewish Roots’ 

Sworn in Tuesday, Australia's 

Malcolm Turnbull has recently 

expressed interest in collaborating 

more with Israel.
Australia has a new prime minister - 

one who claims to have Jewish roots and 

has also expressed a desire in advancing 
and increasing relations with Israel. 

Malcolm Turnbull, a former 
communications minister, was sworn in on 
Tuesday as Australia's latest leader, 
replacing outgoing PM Tony Abbott. 

In an interview with the Australian 

Jewish News in 2013, Turnbull asserted he 
had Jewish roots, saying his “mother 
always used to say that her mother’s 
family was Jewish.”

“I grew up in the eastern suburbs and 
as we all observe there were a lot of Jews 
in the eastern suburbs and I have always 
been very comfortable [there]," he added, 
in reference to his constituency Wentworth 
in New South Wales, which has a large 
Jewish population.

Turnbull noted that he has always felt 
at home among the Jewish community, 
despite not being a member. 

“There is no doubt that the strong 
traditions of family and the whole 
heimishe atmosphere of the Jewish 
community… for me - as someone who is 
a good friend, but not part of it - I find 
very admirable," he said, using a Yiddish 
term meaning homey or friendly.

More recently, Turnbull attended the 
Australian Zionist Federation's annual 

meeting, according to the Australian 
Jewish News.

Speaking at the meeting in August, 
Turnbull expressed support for the Jewish 
state, noting that while Israel and Australia 
had "very good" ties, more could be done. 

“We need to collaborate more with 
Israel, particularly on matters of science 
and technology. The more we can do with 
Israel, the better,” he was quoted as 
saying.

Australia was one of seven countries to 
stand with Israel in opposition last week 
when the United Nations General 
Assembly voted to raise the Palestinian 
flag at its headquarters in New York.

Publisher: The New Zealand Prime 

Minister, John Key has congratulated 

Malcolm Turnbull on his success. It is 

interesting to note that the New 

Zealand Prime Minister’s mother was 

Jewish.

By Cynthia Blank. Sourced from israelnationalnews.com

Merkel: Unacceptable how Iran Continues 
to Talk About Israel Sourced from Jerusalem Post 

German Chancellor Angela 

Merkel says that she welcomes 

Iran's participation in any 

negotiations aimed at ending the 

civil war in Syria, however Iran 

needs to change its attitude 

towards Israel.
Merkel said at a news conference in 

Berlin on Monday that she would 

welcome Iran's participation in the 

ongoing fight against ISIS in Syria, 

however Iran's attitude and slander 

towards Israel must change.
"I think Iran has a lot of influence 

over what happens in Syria. And 

everyone is welcome to participate 

constructively in the negotiations," she 

said. She added, however, that Iran's 

opposition to Israel needed to change in 

order to facilitate a joint fight in the war 

against ISIS. 
“It is not acceptable how Iran 

continues to talk about Israel," Merkel 

said. "It is a disappointment that there 

has been no change as far as the 

recognition of Israel goes."
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Christians, Jesus and Jerusalem
Christians have been coming as pilgrims 

to Jerusalem since the 4th century, thus 
following in the footsteps of empress 
Helena. She was the mother of Constantine 
the Great, the emperor who, during his 
reign (324-337), established Christianity as 
the state religion of the Roman Empire. On 
the basis of visions and information she 
received during her pilgrimage, she 
determined which were the most important 
holy places with reference to the life of the 
Lord Jesus Christ. With a few exceptions 
these are to be found in Jerusalem. She 
decided where the Church of the 
Resurrection (the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre) was to be built. She determined 
where Golgotha (the Place of the Skull, 
Mount Calvary) lay. She pointed out where 
the Church of the Ascension was to be 
founded, on the Mount of Olives.

The Lord's Prayer
Other sites were added to these initial 

holy places over the centuries. We limit 
ourselves in this article to those places that 
are connected to the life and works of Jesus 
in Jerusalem. The half finished Pater Noster 
Church is situated on the Mount of Olives. 
This is where Jesus is supposed to have 
taught the disciples the Lord's Prayer. The 
text of the Lord's Prayer is reproduced in 
many languages on the walls. The splendid 
Dominus Flevit chapel is on the slope of the 
Mount of Olives, at the spot where Jesus is 
reputed to have wept over Jerusalem on His 
way into the city. The Church of All 
Nations is at the foot of the Mount of 
Olives. Tradition claims that it was here 
that Jesus prayed in great agony and was 
arrested by Caiaphas' men, at Judas' 
bidding. Many see the garden, with its very 
ancient olive trees, as an impressive spot 
for meditation.

Christ's Suffering
Within the walls of the Old City are not 

only the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, but 
also other chapels, churches, monasteries 
and convents to be found at the fourteen so-
called "stations" of the Via Dolorosa. Each 
of these fourteen places points to one of the 
fourteen (partly legendary) events and 
encounters on Jesus' route from His 
condemnation by Pilate to His burial. The 
ruins of the Church of Bethesda, in the 
grounds of the church of St. Anne are 
considerable. The church of St. Anne is 
Mary's legendary birthplace. The convent of 
the Sisters of Zion (Ecce Homo, 'behold the 
man') gives entrance to excavations of part 
of the water system of Jerusalem at the time 
of Christ, and of the Antonia fortress, part 
of the pavement of which has been found in 
the inner courtyard. Soldiers once played a 
game of chance on this pavement in years 

gone by, in which a condemned man with a 
crown of thorns was crowned king. The 
'winner' won the clothes of the man 
condemned to death. This demonstrates 
which game the soldiers played with Jesus, 
who was condemned to death.

He is not Here, for He is Risen
Outside the walls of the Old City, but 

within the walls of Jerusalem in Jesus' time, 
the room on Mount Zion where the Last 
Supper took place is pointed out. The 
Church of St. Peter in Gallicantu (Peter 
when the cock crowed) is reputed to have 
been built where Calaphas' palace once 
stood. Outside Jerusalem in the time of 
Christ is the Garden Tomb, with the grave 
purchased by general Charles Gordon in 
1883. This is the only one of all the sites 
mentioned that was founded by Protestants. 
For Protestants this is one of the most 
beautiful places in Jerusalem, because of 
the simplicity of the empty tomb, with the 
words 'He is not here, for He is risen' on the 
door.

St. Francis and the 14 Stations
All this points to the fact that Jesus' 

suffering occupied pride of place in church 
building in Jerusalem. This tendency was 
already present in the Byzantine era (325-
638), but it became more prevalent after the 
Crusades (1099-1291). After the end of the 
Crusades the pope entrusted the Franciscan 
Order with the management of the holy 
places in the Holy Land (Custodia Terrae 
Sanctae). Francis of Assisi ("1181-1226), 
the founder of the order, identified himself 
strongly with the suffering Christ. During 
his life this manifested itself through the 
signs (stigmata) of the wounds in the hands, 
feet and side of Christ on his body. The 
Franciscan perception of the suffering of 
Christ led to the creation of the fourteen 
stations of the Via Dolorosa. Some of these 
stations perpetuate unscriptural legends, 
including that of Ahasverus, the Jew whom 
Jesus is alleged to have cursed to lead the 
life of a nomad for eternity, because he is 
supposed to have refused to carry the cross.

Church of the Resurrection
Under the influence of the theology of 

the path of martyrdom, not only Roman-
Catholics but also most Protestant 
Christians speak of the Church of the Holy 
Sepulchre. The Byzantine and (Greek) 
Orthodox Christians always speak of the 
Anastasis (Church of the Resurrection), 
thus putting the emphasis on the risen and 
glorified Christ. This does not mean that the 
non-Western churches do not place great 
emphasis upon the last week of Christ's life 
however. The celebration of Palm Sunday, 
with its accompanying procession with 

palm 
branches 
from 
Bethphage 
(situated on 
the South-
eastern side 
of the chain 
of hills of 
which the 
Mount of 
Olives is a 
part) to the 
Old City, 
came into 
being in 4th 
century 
Jerusalem.

Antipathy Against the Jews
The legends surrounding the last days of 

Jesus, as portrayed in the churches and 
chapels in Jerusalem, generally give a 
negative image of the reciprocal 
relationship between Jesus, His people, 
Israel and Jerusalem. That relationship 
appears to have been characterised by the 
contradictions, confrontations, disdain, 
enmity, and hatred that led to His 
condemnation and execution. This often 
caused the church to despise the Jews and 
to be antipathetic towards them - from 
Jesus' time up to the present day. As a 
result, over the centuries, Christians have 
considered it their duty to take revenge on 
Jews at all times and places.

Survival of Judaism at Stake
Is that really what the New Testament 

wanted to leave us with? What was the 
situation when the Gospels took their 
definitive form, sometime around the end of 
the first century? In that period, at the end 
of the first century, great tensions arose 
between the Jewish leadership and the early 
Christian churches. For the Jewish people, 
the destruction of the temple in the year 70 
is the most traumatic event in history. After 
the end of that totally destructive war a 
small number of rabbis were left with the 
difficult task of saving the people and their 
religion from annihilation. In order to be 
able to survive, Jews who had remained 
faithful to the Torah and tradition, closed 
ranks. Until that time, before the fall of 
Jerusalem in the year 70, i.e. the era in 
which the first church came into being, 
Judaism had been very varied. There were 
larger and smaller movements, rabbinical 
and also anti-rabbinical schools (such as 
Essenes, Sadducees). Most of these 
movements went under in the struggle 
against the Romans.

Fear of Assimilation
After the fall of Jerusalem there were 

really only two viable movements left, the 

rabbis (Pharisees) and the Jewish followers 

of Messiah Jesus. The rabbis feared that the 

open relationship that the Jewish Christians 

had with non-Jewish followers of Jesus 

would lead to complete assimilation and the 

disappearance of Judaism and the Jewish 

people. With hindsight that fear was not 

groundless. The Jewish element in the early 

church was quickly overwhelmed by often 

anti-Jewish influences, of heathen 

Hellenism origin (Greek-Roman culture).
The measures that the leadership of the 

Jewish community (the Sanhedrin) took to 

counteract assimilation did not target any 

'gentile' Christians, but only Jewish 

members of the early church. The most 

painful aspect of this was for those Jewish 

members of the church who were faithful in 

fulfilling Jewish law (Halacha). Pain and 

sadness at such a measure, which was 

experienced as unfair, led to angry 

reactions. This explains the very negative 

statements about 'Jews' in John's Gospel 

(written between 100 and 120 A.D.). These 

negative words do not apply to all Jews 

then and now, but only refer to those Jews 

who had taken the measures whereby the 

Jewish followers of Jesus felt excluded.
There were already differences of 

opinion before the destruction of the 

temple. The oldest books of the New 

Testament, the epistles of Paul, testify to 

differences of opinion between (disciples 

of) Paul, Peter and James.

Josephus
There is precious little independent 

information concerning the relationships 
between early Christianity and rabbinical 
Judaism. The most significant report is that 
of the priest Josephus Flavius, who counted 
himself among the Pharisees. He lived for a 
long time as an exile in Rome, where he 
became an advocate of Judaism. In his 
Jewish Antiquities 20, 197-204 he writes 
about the politically, religiously motivated 
murder of James, 'the Lord's brother', the 
leader of the early church, in 62. The 
Sadducean high priest Ananias had James 
condemned to death and stoned on the basis 
of false accusations. Josephus writes that 
James was highly respected by all the 
people because of his piety. The Pharisees 
took the initiative, together with others, of 
lodging a complaint against the high priest 
with the Roman governor in Damascus. On 
the basis of this complaint, this governor 
removed the high priest from his office. 
This teaches us that not 'the whole of 
Jerusalem' bore enmity towards the early 
church.

Pharisees as Advocates of the 
Jesus Movement

It is remarkable that it was precisely 
Pharisees who protested against James' 
murder. Many have been left with the 
impression from the Gospels that the 
Pharisees were Jesus' and the early church's 
fiercest critics. Fierce discussions take 
place in many places in the Gospels, but 
difference of opinion is something totally 
different to enmity. The most penetrating 
discussions about doctrine and life take 
place precisely with those who are closest 
to you! Paul still referred to himself as a 
Pharisee long after becoming an apostle 
(Phillip.3:6). He was also proud of the fact 
that he remained faithful to and strictly 
observed the rules of the Jewish law, the 
Halacha, taught by them. When he was 
asked to give account of his faith before the 
Sanhedrin, he defended himself by saying 'I 
am standing trial because of the hope and 
the resurrection of the dead' (Acts 23:6). 
Belief in the resurrection was one of the 
most important matters of dispute between 
Pharisees and Sadducees. That is why the 
Pharisees took sides with Paul. Previously, 
in Acts 5:34ff. it is said that Gamaliel, the 
leader of the Pharisees, pleaded for the 
granting of freedom of speech to the 
disciples/apostles. This confirms that there 
was no question of Jerusalem in its entirety 
being hostile to everyone who belonged to 
Jesus.

Dr. Cohen Stuart was a theological advisor 

to the Netherlands Reformed Church in 

Jerusalem from 1982 until 1994. Since 1994, he 

has been a licensed tour guide in Israel.

Written by Dr. G.H. Cohen Stuart
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Highest concentration of dust 

particles in air since creation of state 

in 1948, says Environment Ministry.
The dense sandstorm that has blanketed 

Israel with thick yellowish-brown dust 
recently is the worst that the Jewish state 
has ever endured, the Environmental 
Protection Ministry said Friday.

According to the ministry, the latest 
storm, and the one experienced in February 
of this year have seen the highest 
concentration of dust particles in the air 
since the creation of the state in 1948, 
Channel 10 reported.

A sharp rise in temperature added to the 
already difficult weather conditions, and 
forecasters predicted that the dust, 
heatwave and high humidity would last for 
a few days.

By its second day, the massive 
sandstorm broke both electricity usage and 
air pollution records across the country.

According to figures announced by the 
Israel Electric Corporation, power usage 
broke an all-time record as Israelis tried to 
keep cool - surpassing an earlier all-time 
high set during a heatwave last month.

Consumption was 12,867 megawatts, up 
from the 12,800-megawatt record set during 
a week of soaring temperatures in early 
August.

The Environmental Protection 

Ministry reported in several parts of 

the country that air pollution levels 

were at their worst in 75 years during 

the storm.
Air pollution in Jerusalem was 173 

times higher than average; in the Negev, 51 
times higher than average; and in the 
Galilee, 32 times higher than average.

The ministry issued a warning advising 
Israelis against being outside for extended 
periods, and reminded people to avoid any 
excessive outdoor physical activity.

Sandstorm in Israel Worst in Country’s History
Sourced from timesofisrael.com

After the destruction of the Temple and 
the dispersion of the Jewish people, the 
Land became a desolate and barren 
wilderness. Nothing grew, rain scarcely 
fell and most of Israel’s trees were cut 
down as tribute to absentee landlords. 
Since the rebirth of the State in 1948, 
however, Israelis have planted over 240 
million trees, turning many parts of the 

country into lush 
forests covering over 
240,000 acres. Israel 
is one of only two 
countries in the world 
that entered the 21st 
century with a net 
gain in its number of 
trees.

Speaking of trees, 
they have always been 
a treasured 
commodity here in the 
Middle East, so much 
so that Israel has a 

festival dedicated to celebrating them! 
Known as the new year for trees, the 
holiday is called TuB’shvat, and is marked 
by eating the bounty of Israel’s trees: 
grapes, figs, pomegranates, olives and 
dates. Remembering that man is “a tree of 
the field,” (Deut. 20:19), it is a time to 
reflect on God’s provision and man’s 
responsibility to care for his environment.

Fascinating Facts About Israel Sourced from BuzzFeed

Location:  Middle East, bordering the Mediterranean sea

Terrain:  Negev desert, low coastal plain, central mountains

Climate:  Long, hot, dry summers; short, cool, rainy winters

Population:  8.2 million 

Life expectancy:  81 years 

Literacy:  97%

Religions:  Jewish 75% Muslim 17.5% Christian 2% Other 5.5%

Official languages:  Hebrew, Arabic 

Government:  The unicameral Knesset 

Chief of State:  President Reuben Rivlin

Head of Government: Prime Minister Benyamin Netanyahu

Av. capita income:  US $50,000 per annum

Monetary unit:  Israeli Shekel (ILS) 

Agriculture:  A wide variety of crops, fruits, vegetables and flowers are 

  grown, including wheat, corn, citrus, grapes and cotton.

Industries:  High-technology products including aviation, communications, 

  medical electronics, fiber optics; construction; and cut diamonds

Transportation: Roadways -18,566 km 

  Railways - 975 km
  Airports - 47
  Ports - 4

The World’s Most Productive Cows - and Goats
Israel is a world leader in automated 

milking techniques. For decades the 
country has been developing innovative 
technologies to improve dairy farm 
production and efficiency. While this has 
mostly applied to cattle, it has now been 
expanded to goats as well.

A leader in the field is AfiMilk, located 
at Kibbutz Afikim in the Jordan Valley near 
the Sea of Galilee. The company has helped 
Israel achieve the world record for milk 
production at 12,000 kilograms (3,170 
gallons) per cow in 2014. The figure for the 

US is 10,096 kilos (2,667 gallons).
AfiMilk was approached by the 

Mariposa Dairy in Canada, a top supplier of 
goat cheese to supermarkets in North 
America. The dairy sought to improve the 
productivity of its herd of 1,500 goats, so 
AfiMilk sent its experts to Ontario.

“The parlor has 30 positions on each 
side, so it can milk 60 animals at a time,” 
AfiMilk sales manager Shlomi Azran told 
the Israeli Internet portal Nocamels. “In one 
hour, it can milk 600 animals. We also built 
intricate automatic gates that guide the 

movement of the goats. The farmer in 
Canada told us that with our system, he is 
producing more milk with fewer goats.”

This is not the first overseas project for 
the Israeli company. In 2010 it closed a half 
billion dollar deal with the government of 
Vietnam, setting up dairy farms with 30,000 
cows. They supply 500,000 liters (132,000 
gallons) of milk per day which is half of the 
country’s daily consumption.

The company employs both software 
and hardware to achieve its goals. In the 
case of the goat herd, one major factor is 

the use of an internationally-approved milk 
meter that was customized for goats. The 
system uses electrodes to measure the 
quality and quantity of the milk.

Courtesy of Israel Today

The land of ‘Afimilk’ and honey
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South Korean electronics giant Samsung is 
establishing a “business startup accelerator” at its 
R&D center in Kibbutz Yakum, about 30 miles north 
of Tel Aviv. 

It will be headed by Yossi Smoler, a former director of 
the Incubators Program in the Office of Israel’s Chief 
Scientist. Samsung began by searching for 6 to 12 
potentially strong start-ups to participate in the venture 
which will be launched by year’s end.

The target was companies in their early stages and the 
registration process has already been completed. The focus 
is mobile communications, information security, cloud 
computing, wearable computers, wireless charging, 
biometric identification and unmanned vehicles.

Smoler says the aim is “to find Israeli companies that 
were not yet mature and help them reach maturity in order 
to cooperate with Samsung.”

The intent is to seek out startups “whose products are 
synergetic to Samsung’s product line, whether telephones, 
televisions, or any other product we develop, and see later 
whether there is room for cooperation between the two 
sides.”

Samsung will mentor the companies and provide each 
startup with a $50,000 grant.

Samsung Steps Up Investment in Israel
Sourced from Israel Today

A little bit of Seoul:
Samsung Town in the South

Korean capital

Now there’s a smart pen that transfers 
your writing to your phone - and much 
more. Phree is an Israeli innovation, a 
smart mobile input pen from which you 
can both dial out and answer your calls, 
and send texts. It was created by the 

company OTM Technologies.
With this device you can 

jot down a text on a tabletop, 
notepad, the back of your hand or any 
other surface and it will immediately 
appear on the screen of your smartphone, 

computer, etc., through a 
Bluetooth connection.

It can recognize a 
variety of writing styles, 
foreign languages and 
normal speech and 
works with all of 
the productivity 
apps such as 
Office, OneNote, 
EverNote, 
Acrobat, 

Google Handwriting Keyboard and 
Viber.

Created by OTM’s Chief Designer 
Elisha Tal, it uses a patented Optical 
Translation Measurement (OTM) that 
tracks hand movements using a 3D 
laser interferometer sensor.

Smart Pen Answers Your Calls 
Sourced from Israel Today 

The son of Jewish actor Leonard 
Nimoy, the legendary Mr. Spock in the 
original Star Trek TV series as 

well as several 
Star Trek 

films, is 
producing 

a documentary on his father. 
Adam Nimoy has completed a 

Kickstarter campaign, raising over 
$600,000 for the production of For the 
Love of Spock. A total of 9,439 people 
contributed to the project. 

“To all the supporters who made 
this campaign such a success, I just 
want to say thank you so much for 
helping me meet [and even surpass!] 
the funding goals,” said Adam.

The project actually began before 
the elder Nimoy’s death last February 
at the age of 85.

Mr Spock’s Son
Sourced from Israel Today

Handing down a legacy 
Adam Nimoy preserves 
his father’s memory

A shrub found throughout Israel as 
well as most of the Middle East has 
proven effective in treating diabetes.

This is the finding of Dr. Jonathan 
Gorelick, scientific director of the 
Judean Regional Research and 
Development Center near the biblical 
town of Hebron.

Chiliadenus iphionoides (sharp 
varthemia) is an aromatic shrub known 
as the “Goldilocks” plant because of its 
yellow color. It is said to improve 
insulin secretion and glucose 
absorption.

Gorelick described his findings at 
the 25th Judea and Samaria Research 
Studies Conference at Ariel University. 
Ingestion of the plant in animals was 
found to increase sugar absorption in 
skeletal, muscle, and fat cells and to 
reduce blood sugar levels.

Gorelick’s research team is now 
working on isolating the active 
ingredient in the plant in order to create 
an accessible treatment for diabetes 
patients.

Herbal 
Treatment
for Diabetes 
Sourced from Israel Today 

It may be the most famous 
name in the world when it comes to 
ketchup but Heinz has a major 
competitor in Israel, the food 
production company Osem. The 
Israeli brand has been lobbying the 
Health Ministry to rebrand the 
Heinz variety as not having 
sufficient “tomato solids.” 
According to the Israeli news 
portal Ynet, the government 
ministry agreed and relegated the 
iconic version to the title of 
“tomato seasoning.”

Osem used a European lab to test the 
Heinz product, revealing that it 
contained only 21 percent tomato 
concentrate instead of the 61 percent 
advertised.

The allegations sparked an angry 
dispute between Osem and Diplomat, 
the company that distributes Heinz 
ketchup in Israel. “Obviously, Osem, 
which has a monopoly, would be happy 
if it were only possible to sell their 
product in Israel,” said a Diplomat 
spokesperson. “But Osem’s claims have 
no substance.” 

Israeli Company Declares ‘Ketchup War’ 
Sourced from Israel Today 
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Benjamin Netanyahu Stays Silent for 45 Seconds to 
Show ‘Deafening Silence’ From U.N. on Iran’s Vow to 
Destroy Israel

Ban Ki-moon Condemns Israel for Shooting Terrorists

Israeli Prime Minister excoriated the 
United Nations for its “obsessive bashing 
of Israel” and “deafening silence” in 
the face of Iran’s vows to destroy his 
country in a speech before the U.N. 
General Assembly Thursday.

“Seventy years after the murder of 6 million Jews, 
Iran’s rulers promise to destroy my country, murder my 
people, and the response from this body, the response 
from nearly every one of the governments represented 
here has been absolutely nothing. Utter silence. 
Deafening silence,” Netanyahu said.

He then held a 45-second silence before speaking starkly 
about the Iran nuclear deal.

“Ladies and gentlemen, perhaps you can understand 
Israel is not joining you in celebrating this deal,” 
Netanyahu said. “Perhaps if Iran’s rulers were working 
to destroy your country, perhaps you would seem less 
enthusiastic about the deal.”

Netanyahu noted that it is not easy to stand against an 
agreement the strongest world powers support, but said he is 
compelled to defend his people.

He talked about Iran’s funding and associations with 
terrorist cells across the world.

“This deal will treat Iran like a normal country even if 
it acts like a dark theocracy,” the prime minister said.

He also implored the U.N. to closely watch Iran, 
saying, “Make sure Iran’s violations aren’t swept under 
the Persian rug.” Speaking the day after Palestinian 
President Mahmoud Abbas declared that his people no 
longer recognizes the Oslo Accords, Netanyahu urged 
Abbas to resume peace negotiations.“I am ready to 
immediately resume negotiations with Palestinians without 
preconditions,” he said.

But despite public disagreements with the U.S. regarding 
the Iran deal, Netanyahu said, ”The alliance between Israel 
and the United States is unshakable.”

UN chief Ban Ki-moon called on Israel to investigate the 
killing of Palestinian terrorists by Israeli security forces, but 
made no mention of Palestinian violence against Jews.
UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon condemned the killing of Palestinian terrorists by 
Israeli security forces, but failed to mention the Israeli victims of the attacks. Four Israelis 
have been killed since last Thursday, and several others wounded in a series of shootings 
and stabbings.

In an offi cial UN statement, Ban said he is “profoundly alarmed by the growing number of 
deadly incidents in the West Bank, including east Jerusalem.”

“The Secretary-General condemns the killings and looks to the Government of Israel 
to conduct a prompt and transparent investigation into the incidents, including whether 
the use of force was proportional,” he continued.

Ban noted that four Palestinians had 
been killed. Three of these were 
terrorists, who were killed by security 
forces while carrying out attacks or 
shortly thereafter. The fourth, was a 
teenage boy accidentally shot by the 
IDF during a violent Palestinian riot 
in Tulkarem.

Not mentioned in the statement 
were the four Israelis who had been 
murdered in Palestinian terrorist 
attacks. These victims include Naama 
and Rabbi Eitam Henkin, who were shot in their family car in front of their four children 
last Thursday, and Aharon Benita and Nechemia Lavi, who were stabbed to death in the Old 
City of Jerusalem by a terrorist. Aharon’s wife, Adele, was seriously injured in the attack and 
their two-year-old son was lightly injured.

Ban also criticized Israel’s demolition 
of homes belonging to three Palestinian 
terrorists who murdered Israelis in three 
terror attacks, saying the measure would 
“infl ame tensions still further.”

The terrorist attacks are among the latest 
incidents in a fl are-up in anti-Jewish 
violence that began during the Jewish 
New Year.

Source: FRED LUCAS, The Blaze

Source: SARA ABRAMOWICZ, United with Israel

Screenshot of Video from Netanyahu’s Historic UN Address that went viral: WATCH ONLINE http://bit.ly/1VKDb2E

Mahmoud Abbas & Ban Ki Moon at the UN in 2015

Naama and Eitam Henkin, who were shot dead in front of their children.

An Israeli carries a child wounded in a terror attack in 
Jerusalem. (Yonatan Sindel/Flash90)

        If Iran’s rulers were working to 
destroy your country, perhaps you 

would seem less enthusiastic
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‘Always begin with a prayer’. On a 

warm summer day in the Netherlands, 

I talk with Koen Carlier about his work 

in Ukraine during the previous year. 

“The work increased tremendously 

during the past year.” 
Koen speaks with vigorous engagement. 

“Our team now consists of fifteen people. 
One year ago there were only eight. We had 
three minibuses, and now there are seven. 
And, don’t forget, we have a home for 
refugees where Nataliya takes care of 
people, shortly before they leave for Israel.”

While listening to Koen, as he discusses 
the cause of the increased load, I become 
aware of the gravity of the situation. “It 
started with the revolution in Kiev. This 
was followed by the Crimean occupation 
and subsequent war in the eastern part of 
the country. This violence created 
approximately 1.2 million refugees – an 
enormous amount of people, rarely heard of 
or read about. “We also notice a huge 

increase in the number of Jews making 
Aliyah (leaving for Israel). In 2013 there 
were about three thousand, and in 2014 six 
thousand, of which half were refugees. The 
numbers have doubled. And I do not expect 
it to be different this year.”

I ask Koen what we, as Christians for 
Israel around the globe, can do to support 
the work in the Ukraine. Koen’s immediate 
reply is: “Always begin with a prayer. And, 
right now, I request you to pray that the 
airports remain open, to allow people to 
continue making Aliyah. As in the past, the 
distribution of food parcels is still 
paramount: while feeding the people, there 
is an opportunity to tell them about Israel. 
And please, continue with the financial 
contributions that allow us to do this work.

Additional Information: Once a 

month Aliyah fieldworkers travel to the 
East of Ukraine to meet with Jewish 
communities and see, in cooperation with 
the Jewish Agency how we can improve our 
efforts to help Jewish refugees. This has 

resulted in hiring buses from the cities of 
Mariupol and Zaporozhe to the Israeli 
consul in Dnepropetrovsk, for humanitarian 
aid and distribution of hundreds of food 
parcels. When we meet with the Jewish 
People we share with them from a Biblical 
point of view, the possibility of returning 
'Home'!  Since the beginning of this year, 
we have seen an increase of Jewish 
refugees who had no intention of making 
Aliyah, but now many of them are planning 
to go to the consul for an interview.

Pray for the Aliyah Highways 
Interview with Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader in Ukraine. By Marijke Terlouw

Masha and her husband Sergei were 
peacefully living in Luhansk and had 
excellent jobs. Sergei is a military veteran 
and quite recently they were making very 
good money, however, once perestroika 
happened in the beginning of the nineties 
of the last century their lives were 
completely turned upside down. They 
bought the usual inexpensive car “Lada” 
and were very happy about it! 

But their happiness was darkened 
when the war started in the East of 
Ukraine! They were afraid of the terrorist's 
forces mobilization and thought that even 
Sergei (as a military veteran) could be 
drafted to fight against loved ones in the 

Ukraine. First of all, they decided to 
quickly send their son away, - together 
with his wife and grandson - as far as 
possible from Luhansk. Sergei stayed in 
Luhansk to protect their apartment. 
Besides, having a good job in the 
Emergencies Ministry – he was convinced 
that he needed to stay there. During the 
first days of the armed conflict, a missile 
fell and an explosive blast broke the door 
of their garage together with their car 
(pictures below). 

Masha lived in Kiev for quite a long 
period of time. The task at hand is to send 
the kids and a grandson first to Israel, so 
that the parents can follow right after 

them. Masha and her husband Sergei 
already prepared all papers through the 
help of Christians for Israel and got the 
permission from the consul to make 
Aliyah.

News from Aliyah Fieldworker, Nataliya Krizhanovski

Masha Tolkacheva in our 'shelter' in Kiev. 
Her husband is in Luhansk right now

Bombed buildings in the city of Mariupol

The trip to the East of Ukraine 
to the city of Mariupol

Bringing olim to Kiev airport
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