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A Terrible Process is Astir

As I write this editorial I am participating in 
a prayer and teaching conference in the 
middle of Brazil. About 50 pastors and some 
of their families and young adults are here 
on the ranch hosted by Val Nogueira, 
Christians for Israel's new coordinator for 
South America. Val has donated part of the 
property she inherited from her father near 
Belo Horizonte to Christians for Israel 
International and the Gideons 24/7 Prayer 
ministry for the establishment of a teaching 
and prayer centre. During the last days we 
have been praying into the vision to bring 
lots of (young) people here from all over 
South America for times of teaching, 
training and prayer, focused on the unity of 
the body of Christ and understanding the 
times we are living in. We want to help the 
local churches in Brazil and beyond to 
prepare a young generation of Spirit-filled 
witnesses of Jesus Christ into our broken 
world. Part of this training is teaching about 
God's purposes with Israel, the church and 
the nations, and how to be a blessing to 
Israel and the Jewish people. 

One of the themes we have been focusing on 
the last few days are the developments in the 
Middle East, their repercussions for the rest 
of the world, and considering what our 
response should be as Christians. We sense 
that things are intensifying and even 
perhaps moving towards some kind of 
climax. Putin's Russia - only recently a 
pariah state - has assumed a central role in 

the region. Turkey is manoeuvring between 
Europe and the Islamic world, all the while 
annihilating the Kurdish minorities with 
impunity. Iran has been released from 
economic sanctions and is free to further its 
expressed objective to destroy the Big and 
Little Satans. The American Administration 
under President Obama has revealed itself as 
a toothless and morally inept player in world 
affairs. ISIS and "radicalism" have become 
our enemy, but no-one dares to address the 
inherent conflict between the ideals of Islam 
and Western liberal democratic values, or 
even criticise the Islamic world for its failure 
to deal with its own problems. Europe is 
showing its inability to find a consensus to 
the massive influx of refugees. In the 
meantime Christian and other minorities in 
the Middle East are being decimated, Jews 
are being attacked in the streets of Jerusalem 
and Paris, women are bing molested in 
public spaces, and radical Islamic cells are 
being strengthened in Paris, Brussels and 
Munich. 

Do we dare suggest that we have a 
fundamental conflict on our hands? How do 
we understand these events, and how should 
we be praying? One is reminded of 
Churchill's warnings in his political 
wilderness years of the 1930's. As one 
commentator has observed, "What separated 
Churchill from his contemporaries was his 
recognition from 1933 on that Nazi Germany 
represented a terrifying strategic and moral 
danger. It was in that dark combination, he 
believed, that the rights, traditions, and 
fundamental beliefs of Western civilization 
were already under assault. In July 1934, 
Churchill wrote in the Daily Mail:

“I marvel at the complacency of ministers in the 
face of the frightful experiences through which 
we have all so newly passed. I look with wonder 
upon the thoughtless crowds disporting 
themselves in the summer sunshine, and upon 

this unheeding House of Commons, which 
seems to have no higher function than to cheer 
a Minister; [and all the while across the North 
Sea], a terrible process is astir. Germany is 
arming.”

Churchill also understood the connection 
between the planned annihilation of the 
Jewish people of Europe and the Nazi threat 
to the value system of Western civilisation. 
Germany's assault on the latter was as it 
were fully represented in the former. 
Churchill as no other understood that our 
attitude towards the Jewish people amongst 
us is a litmus test of our moral commitment 
to the very values that underlie our Western 
society. 

As a praying and discerning generation, we 
need to see the world through spiritual eyes. 
The prophetic word is a light in the 
darkness. The word of God is sharper than a 
two-edged sword. Through the word of God 
we know that the restoration of the nation 
of Israel in the land means that God is in the 
process of establishing his Kingdom on 
earth, when the Messiah will reign over the 
nations and the word of the Lord will go 
forth from Jerusalem. Scripture tells us that 
the restoration of the Jewish people will be a 
catalyst for the body of Christ to awake out 
of its slumber, and for the nations to be 
confronted with fundamental choices. One 
of those choices concerns the city of 
Jerusalem, that will be a stumbling block for 
the nations (Zechariah 12-14). 

>> Interestingly, it is Israel 
that realises - perhaps as no 
other nation - the connection 
between moral values and 
military strategy. 

There can be no military compromise with 
those whose words and actions have 

demonstrated that they hate the very value 
system upon which our society is built. 

I believe if Churchill were alive now he 
would have no hesitation in recognising and 
articulating the fundamental conflict that is 
on the horizon. By the time he came to 
power in 1940 it was too late to avert war or 
save the Jewish people from the impending 
disaster. While we cannot say for certain 
that the events of the 1930's are a perfect 
analogy, we can and must learn from the 
mistakes of the past. There is still time to 
wake up from our spiritual slumber and to 
realise that a "terrible process" is astir. There 
is still time to intercede to the Lord on 
behalf of the Jewish people, and to urge the 
leaders of our nations to understand the 
strategic and moral dangers that face us.

There is still time to understand, like 
Churchill, that moral value of our response 
to world events can be measured by the 
extent to which our nations are committed 
to defending the right of Jewish people to 
defend itself.  

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor & Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

2016 - Decision Time for Germany & Europe
By Harald Eckert, Christians for Israel Board Member | Founder and Leader “Global Prayer Call”

2016 is a 
crucial year – 
for Germany 
as well as for 
Europe. Why? 
And how shall 
we pray then? 

The leaders in 
Germany and Europe are facing some crucial 
questions as they enter into the new year of 
2016. To name some of the most important 
ones:

Ÿ THE REFUGEE CRISES: How will 
Germany deal with the continuing influx of 
refugees from the Middle East, Africa and the 
Balkans? Will Chancellor Merkel politically 
survive her inviting policy? The German 
populace as well as her own party are deeply 
split about this issue.

Ÿ TERRORISM: After the attacks in Paris in 
November last year, there has not been a week 

in Europe without warning of new terror 
attacks. In my own home-town of Munich, 
there was a terror-warning on New Years Eve 
with the central train station and other places 
having to be closed down. The same night in a  
number of other train-stations in major cities, 
people were robbed and frightened en masse. 
Mostly by refugees.

Ÿ WAR: With the background of the terror 
attacks in Paris, France went to war against 
ISIS. Germany joined a little later finding itself 
at the side of whom exactly? Will NATO join? 
Where will this all go? How will Iran use their 
newly gathered strength?

Ÿ EU: With the ongoing financial crisis in 
Greece still lingering on, as well as the refugee 
crises and the controversially debated response 
to it from a European point of view, the 
European Union is in a state of tension as 
never before in its history. If the bailout of 
Greece fails, Italy, Spain and even France might 
not be able to survive financially with a 
number of their major banks being in danger 
of collapsing. At the same time, the UK is 

holding a public vote, probably in summer this 
year, as to whether they should remain in the 
EU or not. 

As Christians for Israel in Germany, between 
January and June we are inviting our friends to 
six regional conferences. This is in order to 
strengthen our Biblical orientation in this 
period of growing crisis as well as our prayer 
power. The theme of all these conferences 
comes from Daniel 2:21 “He knows the time 
and hour!” - a statement which Daniel made in 
the presence of the greatest dictator and 
enemy of the Jewish people of his time, King 
Nebuchadnezzar. 

Indeed, our God is sitting on the throne! From 
His perspective we are realising that our God is 
sovereign over both: Over the times of 
restoration (Acts 3:17-21) as well as over the 
times of shaking (Hebr. 12:25-29). He is even 
promising us, the believers, to use the times of 
shaking in order to promote the times of 
restoration with the climax of the coming of 
His kingdom! This is the perspective in which 
we – with the help of the Holy Spirit – want to 

base and anchor ourselves on during those 
gatherings.  The final evening of all these six 
conferences will be an evening of prayer: 
Praying for Israel, praying for Germany and 
Europe, praying for the Church and praying 
for those six cities.

The key question and the key prayer request 
will be: Will our nations remain in a state of 
pride, rebellion and arrogance against the 
Biblical God (in the Spirit of Psalm 2) or will 
they come to a place of humility, the fear of 
God and cry out to the God of Israel for grace 
and help, for divine wisdom and council? 

This responsibility, of course has to go hand in 
hand with sincere respect for the people of 
Israel.

And as for the Church we shall pray that God 
may give us grace to be ‘salt and light’ and His 
anointed ‘priests and prophets’ towards our 
nations in these critical times and that we 
might continue to be a comfort and source of 
blessing for Israel as a whole and for the Jewish 
people in our own neighborhood. 
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Uganda Defence Force Prays and Fasts for Israel 

Short News

In early January 2016, I was privileged to be 
part of an amazing event in Uganda. Drake 
Kanaabo, our Regional Director for East Africa, 
organised a prayer and fasting event in Uganda 
for five days for 170 officers of the Ugandan 
Defence Force. This is the first time in history 
that such an event has occurred, and it 
represents a break-through following the way 
Uganda mistreated Israel and the Jewish 
people under the dictator Idi Amin. 

The whole event was organised by Christians 
for Israel Uganda, together with Brigade 
General David Wakalu, assisted by General 
Michael Ondoga. Many high-ranking officers 
came together for intercession for God’s 
chosen people and the Promised Land. 

Almost all Ugandans love Israel and it is 
heartwarming to witness their intensive 
prayers, as this is a contrast to so many other 
countries today!

We were honored that the Israeli Deputy 
Ambassador to Uganda and East-Africa, Mr. 
Nadav Peldman, based in Nairobi, Kenya, 
attended this event. Together with Drake, the 
Deputy Ambassador and I were transported by 
canoe from the mainland to Bussi Island in 
Lake Victoria, where the event took place. The 
Deputy Ambassador was also invited to 
officially open a new Medical Centre Doctor’s 
Village on the Island. 

As he noted in his speech to the participants, 
Ambassador Peldman was greatly impressed by 
the love for Israel that he experienced. 

>> Collective repentance 

All the officers collectively expressed their 
sorrow about what happened in 1976 during 
the Raid on Entebbe under dictator Idi Amin, 
in which Jonathan (Yoni) Netanyahu lost his 
life, as well as the expulsion of Israelis from 
Uganda under Amin. Even though eighteen 
Ugandan soldiers lost their lives during the 
Israeli intervention on the airport to set the 
hostages free, until today these events have 
been a heavy burden on the Ugandan Military. 

The officers repented on behalf of the whole 
Ugandan Defence Force for the enmity shown 
by Uganda to Israel over the decades, and 
officially asked the Deputy Ambassador to 
forgive them as an Israeli, on behalf of the 
entire Jewish Nation: this was a very emotional 
moment.

During the event I had the opportunity to 
teach the participants about God’s plan for 
Israel, the Church and the nations and to 
explain to the officers about the Mission and 
Vision of Christians for Israel International. 
The message was very well received, 
and although most of them were 
born-again Christians, the officers 
were astonished to hear many new 
insights from the Bible, as they are so 
much influenced by Replacement 
Theology.

>> Other speaking 
engagements

Another opportunity I had, to speak 
for just one hour with 200 youngsters 
at a school camp outside Kampala, had 

a great impact on these children between 
fifteen and twenty years old as they were only 
familiar with the idea that THEY are the New 
Israel! We showed them from the Bible that 
this is misleading! 

oêçéÖÑçâäçÑRFrFìÌèFÌèàÑÏFéäFèåÑÌàFÜãFéÖÑFlÖêçÎÖFäÓF−£äáêãéÑÑçèFäÓF|ÌáëÌéÜäãFxêéçÑÌÎÖFvÜãÜèéçÜÑèfiFN£x|xOFäÓFyÌèéäçF|ÌçÌÖFvÜàÜèÌFÜãFtÌâåÌáÌTFxãÎÑFÌFîÑÌçFÌááFXWVFÎÖêçÎÖFâÑâÍÑçèFèåÑãÏFÌFìÖäáÑFìÑÑàFåçÌîÜãÔFÏÌîFÌãÏFãÜÔÖéFÓäçFrèçÌÑáTFyÌèéäçèFÓçäâFäéÖÑçFÎÖêçÎÖÑèFìÑçÑFÌáèäFÜãëÜéÑÏFÌèFëÜèÜéäçèFÜãFäçÏÑçFéäFáÑÌçãFÌÍäêéFrèçÌÑáT

I have never experienced more love for God’s 
people than in this place where they start with 
the National Israeli Anthem (in Hebrew!) and 
of Uganda every day! Remarkably, many of 
them, including Pastor Sarah, have a Muslim 
background.

Eight and a half hours of teaching in two days 
about God’s plan for Israel made them so 
hungry for the Word of God, that one night we 
finished at 11.30pm. The Why Israel? Teachings 
were a revelation to them, and they plan to do 
this again every year.

To quote what so many Ugandans told me: “I 
am blessed”. 

Iran Sets Holocaust-
Denial Cartoon Contest 
with Increased Prize 
Money
Iran has announced that this year’s 
contest for cartoons denying the 
Holocaust will take place two weeks 
before International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day with a top prize 
increased to $50,000 from its previous 
level of $12,000. 

The contest, this year sponsored by the 
Tehran Municipality, has again angered 
Israeli leaders and the world community. 

Israel’s ambassador to the United 
Nations Danny Danon has asked 
Secretary General Ban Ki-moon to 
intercede, arguing that holding the 
contest is an anti-Semitic act that 
legitimises the murder of six million 
Jews. The Israelis note that it is 
particularly odious that the organisers of 
the contest are Iranian officials.

By Jos van Westing, Christians for Israel International – Manager Fundraising and Development 

Pope Visits Rome 
Synagogue, Calls on
Christians to Reject
Anti-Semitism

Pope Francis made his first visit as 
pontiff to a synagogue on Sunday, 1 7 
January 2016 where, in a reference to 
Islamist attacks, he condemned violence 
in the name of religion. His
comments were made before Rome 
Jewish community leaders and Israeli 
representatives Knesset Speaker YuIi 
Edelstein and Religious Services 
Minister David Azoulay. 

Francis became the third pontiff to visit 
Rome's main synagogue, after popes 
John Paul and Benedict. 

“The violence of man against man is in 
contradiction with any religion worthy 
of this name, in particular the three 
great monotheistic religions (Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam)," he said in what 
appeared to be a reference to attacks by 
Islamist terrorist. "Neither violence nor 
death will ever have the last word before 
God." 

Francis called for the "rediscovery of the 
Jewish roots of Christianity" and 
repeated an appeal for Catholics to say 
'no' to every form of antisemitism. 

Jews and Christians must feel like 
brothers united by the same God and by 
a rich common spiritual heritage," he 
said. Edelstein thanked Francis for his 
contribution to improving relations 
between Jews and Christians. 

The Knesset Speaker also praised the 
Pontiff for mentioning that Israel is the 
Holy Land, thus encouraging Christian 
pilgrims to visit the country. 
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Calm in the Eye of the Storm
By Aviel Schneider, Israel Today 

>> It is 2016, and the New Year 
is always accompanied by hope 
for better times. Political, 
economic and spiritual low 
points shall be overcome.

For analysts it is a time to predict: The 
tumbling stock market will lead to a crash. The 
plummeting price of crude oil, around $30 a 
barrel, will keep falling. “Stop the doomsday 
scenarios!” say others.

In 2015, the Israeli shekel was among the 
strongest currencies in the world and this 
trend is expected to continue in 2016. Real 
estate prices will keep rising despite efforts to 
make housing affordable to the middle class.

Israeli experts warn of inclement weather; El-
Niño is expected to strike again. Israel is less 
prepared for natural disasters than wars with 
its Arab neighbors.

Beyond the borders of the Jewish state, the 
greater Middle East is in turmoil. In the wake 
of low oil prices, Saudi Arabia had a budget 
deficit of $90 billion last year with no sign of a
rebound. Sunnis and Shiites are fighting and 
slaughtering their Muslim brothers. They hate 
each other even more than they detest Israel.

This debunks the myth that Israel is the source 
of all conflict in the Middle East. ISIS is killing 
everyone who does not follow their strict form

of Sunni Sharia law, and the “heretical” Shiites 
are the first targets.

>> “The ISIS jihadists are 
afraid of only one country: 
Israel,” said German journalist 
Jürgen Todenhöfer, who had 
the chance to visit the 
“Caliphate.”

Sunni Saudi Arabia outraged rival Iran by 
executing Shiite cleric Nimr al-Nimr in the 
beginning of the year.

“The Saudi leadership will not escape the 
wrath of Allah,” warned Iran’s supreme leader, 
the Ayatollah Khamenei. Undeterred, the 
Saudis broke off diplomatic ties with Iran and 
several Persian Gulf states followed suit. The 
power struggle between Saudi Arabia and
Iran threatens global stability because most of 
the world’s crude oil passes through the shared 
waters of the Gulf.

The Sunnis are blaming President Barack 
Obama for these tensions because of the 
controversial nuclear deal with Iran. Crippling 
international sanctions have been lifted, giving 
Iran more resources to sponsor regional terror 
and upheaval. Obama’s Middle East strategy 
has suffered a political knockout, clearing the 
way for a new strongman in town: Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has intervened 
militarily in the Syrian civil war on behalf of 

the Assad regime as the impotent West looks 
on.

Another new Mideast power broker is Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan, who made
the mistake of offending Putin by shooting 
down a Russian warplane in November. “When 
Russia invades Turkey, the Messiah will come,” 
said Rabbi Moishe Sternbuch, a leading Torah 
scholar in Jerusalem.

Now, all of a sudden, Erdogan wants to 
reconcile with Israel after years of strained 
relations. Perhaps he needs an ally after losing 
favor with Russia, or maybe he is attracted by 
Israel’s offer of reasonably-priced natural gas 
from its new offshore fields in the  
Mediterranean. Egypt opposes this 
rapprochement because Turkey supports 
Hamas in Gaza, a group that has been actively
assisting ISIS terrorists in Sinai who are 
fighting the regime in Cairo.

>> And the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict? It has been drowned 
out by the surrounding 
turbulence.

What was on top yesterday is upside down 
today. In Hebrew it is called tohu-vavohu -
chaos. The storm is raging all around, but in 
the midst of it, Israel remains an island of 
relative stability like the eye of a hurricane.
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Removing the Church’s Veil in Regard to Israel
The whole land of 
Canaan, where you 
now reside as a 
foreigner, I will give 
as an everlasting 
possession to you 
and your 
descendants after 

you; and I will be their God. (Genesis 
17:8)

How Many Believe that Promise Remains Both 
Literal and Valid?

When I first moved to Israel about 20 years 
ago, Israelis were coming to greater awareness 
not only of Christian support for their nation, 
but also of why Christians were supporting 
their nation. It was a form of Christian witness 
to the Jewish state, really. Israel had few 
political friends, but Christian everywhere 
seemed to love her, and many Israelis sought 
to know why.

Sadly, that curiosity has turned to confusion as 
more and more churches join boycott 
movements targeting Israel. Today, you can 
open any of Israel's mainstream newspapers 
and read editorials wondering why this or that 
church has now turned against Israel.
It is clear that Replacement Theology is again 
rearing its head. Nor should this come as any 
great surprise when examining the condition 
of the Church today.

>>  Lost Generation?

The so-called "millennial" generation is far less 
rooted in Scripture than their parents' 
generation. Instead, they are steeped in a 
liberal, politically-correct culture that skews 
their reading of the Bible and how it relates to 
Israel.

Replacement Theology has managed to 
successfully re-brand itself for this new 
generation by putting on the garments of 
social justice and activism. One way in which 
it has done this is through a movement known 
as Palestinian Liberation Theology.

Palestinian Liberation Theology takes 
Replacement Theology, which says the biblical 
promises made to Israel now belong to the 
Church, and goes a step further by teaching 
that the promises specifically pertaining to 
land belong to the Palestinian Church.

Until the advent of Palestinian Liberation 
Theology about a decade ago, Replacement 
Theology was for Israel largely an external 
concern. But the enemy likes to mimic the 
methods of God, and if the Word of the Lord 
will go forth from Zion, then so, too, will 
Replacement Theology.

In service to that goal, the forces behind 
Replacement Theology have poured their 
resources into creating an epicenter within the 
Land of Israel itself from which its message 
would be sent out to the nations. The most 
prominent example of this has been a 
conference known as Christ at the 
Checkpoint. Having attended this bi-annual 
conference, I’ve witnessed this re-packaged 
Replacement Theology being fed to an up-and-
coming generation of Christians. And it is 
clear why it is so appealing to those with a 
more shallow understanding of Scripture.

Palestinian Liberation Theology purports to be 
chiefly concerned with human rights, social 
justice, kindness and love. And it bolsters the 
argument by pointing to Jesus' own teachings 
on these principles from the very land where 
Jesus walked.
And it's not necessarily wrong, at least not in 
its call for kindness and love.

But to make the leap from there to pointing an 
accusing finger at Israel alone as a violator of 

these principles, and therefore declaring that 
the State of Israel has no connection to the 
Bible, that it is not the reborn nation spoken of 
by the prophets, is biblically unsound. 

Israel is not perfect, just as no nation is perfect. 
But for truly Bible-believing Christians, that 
shouldn't be the point. Israel never was 
perfect. The Bible is filled with Israel's 
imperfections. But God always dealt with and 
through Israel in her imperfection.

>>  The Other Veil

It is extremely troubling to see Bible-believing 
Christians adopting this social justice-flavored 
version of Replacement Theology for two 
reasons in particular:

1 Demanding perfection of the Jew while 
accepting that no one can or does meet 
that standard is anti-Semitism, plain and 
simple. You are setting the Jew up for 
failure; you are setting Israel up for 
failure.

2 The rebirth of Israel as a nation state in 
our day is a simply amazing thing for 
those who believe the Bible. It is the most 
tangible evidence in over 2,000 years that 
God is real and keeps His covenants. For 
the Church to disregard such a powerful 
witnessing tool is mind-boggling. 

Growing up in the Church, a common theme 
of discussion was how great it would be if the 
things we read in the Bible still happened 
today. Since moving to Israel, I've come to 
realise that the Bible is still happening. And 
not only in the lives of Christians living out 
their faith in Messiah. The story of Israel is still 
happening.

The simple truth is that while the Jewish 
people may have a veil over their eyes 
regarding the identity of Messiah, much of the 
Church has a veil over its eyes regarding Israel. 
And until that veil is removed, the Church 
can’t fully satisfy its calling to be a witness to 
the Jewish people.

>>  Post-Biblical Mindset

Now, those pushing Palestinian Liberation 
Theology or subtly muted versions of it do 
make one valid point. Western Christians who 
support Israel have a tendency to either ignore 
or simply be unaware of the local Palestinian 
Arab Christians caught in the middle of this 
conflict. Trapped between Islam and Israel, 
they are in the most unenviable position 
possible. And they deserve our attention, love 
and support.

But that love and support must be based on 
truth, and Palestinian Liberation Theology 
does not represent biblical truth. It represents 
a modern, politically-correct, humanist 
reimagining of the New Testament. And it 
represents a post-biblical interpretation of 
Jesus' words.

To provide but one example of this post-
biblical mindset, allow me to recall my first 
visit to Christ at the Checkpoint. 

During a keynote session, one of the 
conference organisers, an American seminary 
professor, ranted tirelessly about the audacity 
of the Jews that they would still today lay claim 
to a promise that had been made to Abraham 
over 4,000 years ago.

Already this is problematic, because if any of 
God's promises have expiration dates, then we 
are all in trouble.

But more shocking to me - and I just happened 
to be sitting in the right place in the hall that 
day - was that as the speaker referenced the 

promise to Abraham, one of the gentlemen 
seated in front of me leaned over to the other 
and whispered, "Yeah, if Abraham even existed 
at all." 

I stress that this was an event attended by 
ostensibly Bible-believing Evangelical 
Christians, and some of them didn't believe 
that Abraham had ever existed, let alone that 
God had made actionable promises to 
Abraham's seed.

>>  Pawns of the Enemy

As suggested by its name, Palestinian 
Liberation Theology involves much of the 
Palestinian Christian leadership. This has been 
very difficult for the Israeli Messianic Jewish 
leadership, many of whom grew up with these 
same Palestinian Christian leaders together as 
believers in the Land. And in decades past, 
many, if not most, of these Palestinian 
Christians supported Israel, or at the very least 
acknowledged the biblical mandate for Israel's 
rebirth.

But, just as the Palestinian Arabs in general are 
a pawn in the Islamic world's effort to destroy 
Israel, so, too, has the Palestinian Church 
become a pawn of Replacement Theology, and 
far too many have been taken in by this false 
doctrine.

>>  Seeds of Hope

Happily, not all Palestinian Evangelical 
Christians buy into the lie of Replacement 
Theology. 

There are a number of Palestinian pastors who 
remain convinced of the eternal validity of 
God's promises to Israel, and rather than fight 
her restoration, they are busying themselves 
with preaching the Gospel to the Muslims.

But my favorite example of this is a young 
Christian from Gaza whom I’ve had the 
pleasure of befriending over the past year.

Repeatedly abused by the Muslims around 
him, this young man nevertheless grew up 

believing his true enemies were the Jews. Still, 
as a result of his physical suffering, he began to 
genuinely cry out to God. 

Several years ago, he decided to enter 
Jerusalem, which is forbidden for a Palestinian 
without proper authorisation. And so, he was 
picked up by Israel's Border Police and taken in 
for questioning. As he sat in the interrogation 
room, my friend prayed, "God, I know you told 
me to love my enemies, but I hate these 
Israelis. If you want me to love them, You have 
to do something." Immediately his heart was 
changed, and when the soldier returned he 
could feel nothing but uncontrollable love for 
this Israeli who only minutes early he wanted 
to strangle.

This young man has since very conspicuously 
tattooed the "Shma" - Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
Our God, the Lord is One - on his arm in 
Hebrew. He now tries to get picked up by 
Israeli soldiers so that when, in their shock and 
bewilderment, they ask why in the world the 
Shma would be tattooed on the arm of an 
Arab, he can answer by sharing with them the 
love of Yeshua. 

More than once, as he tells me, an Israeli 
soldier has shed tears over the fact that an 
Arab Christian addressed him in such a 
manner.

If a single young Palestinian Christian can 
have such an impact on a handful of Israeli 
soldiers, imagine what would happen if the 
entire Palestinian Evangelical Church was 
doing this. It would shake the nation of Israel. 
It is for this reason that I believe the 
Palestinian Church holds one of the keys to 
Israel's full redemption.

I relate all this ultimately to encourage prayer 
for the Palestinian Church. Because at present 
the enemy has scored a major victory in 
turning this Church against Israel, in ensuring 
that far too few are behaving as my friend 
does.

>>  Media Bias

Until this point, I've tried to bring perspective 
to a religious argument whose goal is to 
portray Israel negatively. But when targeting a 
social activist generation, religious arguments 
typically build upon a foundation of biased and 
inaccurate media reporting.

What I’ve found is that more often than not, 
the mainstream media won't tell outright lies 
about Israel, though this does happen, but 
rather will omit crucial elements from stories, 
and in so doing paint a picture that doesn't 
match reality.

Examples of this phenomenon are numerous, 
and far more accessible following the 2014 
Gaza war, after which a great many foreign 
correspondents acknowledged the bias in their 
reports resulting from intimidation, prejudice 
and the simple need to sell a juicy story.

Because of this it is imperative that Christians 
hearing and reading news reports about what 
is happening in Israel do so with a critical eye. 
Always seek out what might be important 
missing aspects of the story.

Ryan Jones has been an editor and writer for 
Israel Today Magazine, a Messianic-run Israeli 
news agency, since 2007. Born and raised in a 
Christian family in the United States, Ryan first 
visited Israel in 1996 and immediately caught 
the "Israel/Hebrew Roots" vision, an aspect of 
faith that had been almost completely missing 
until that point. Shortly after, Ryan moved to 
Israel to do volunteer work. He would later 
work in tourism before moving on to full-time 
writing, first for local ministries and then as a 
reporter/commentator for both US and Israel-
based publications.

By Ryan Jones, Editor and Writer for Israel Today
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The Chief End of Man is to Glorify God 

Basis Of Living: God-centered 
vs.Humanistic (man-centred in 
motive, manner and message)
Rev. 7:9-12 "Great multitude saying ... 
Blessing & glory”

Ÿ "The chief end of mankind is to glorify God 
and enjoy Him forever."

Ÿ Until and unless He becomes the whole 
given goal and practical purpose of our 
lives, our reason for life, work,- studies - 
and even religious commitment will be in 
vain.

Ÿ As His Divinity defines real Christianity, 
true theology attempts to describe Him.

Ÿ This call, while infinite in possibility, open-
ended in personal growth and limitless in 
potential is practical in daily reality. His 
yoke is easy, and His burden is light.

Ÿ All spheres of both human employment 
and enjoyment are His to govern and 
guide. 

Ÿ The ultimate deception is an independent 
spirit. The ultimate loss is of His honor.

>> It Is The Fundamental 
Requirement

Deuteronomy 10:12 And now, Israel, what does 
the Lord your God require of you, but to fear the 
Lord your God, to walk in all his ways, and to 
love him and to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul".
Micah 6:8 He has shown you, 0 man, what (is) 
good; and what does the Lord require of you, but 
to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk 
humbly with your God? (Inscription Library of 
Congress: Religion). Deuteronomy 4:29 But if 
from thence you shall seek the Lord your God, 
you shall find (him), if you seek him with all 
your heart and with all your soul. 

Psalms 27:4 One (thing) have I desired of the 
Lord, that will I seek after; that I may dwell in 
the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to 
behold the beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in 
his temple. I Chronicles 28:9 And you, Solomon 
my son, know the God of your father,FÌãÏFèÑçëÑFÖÜâFìÜéÖFÌFåÑçÓÑÎéFÖÑÌçéFÌãÏFìÜéÖFÌFìÜááÜãÔFâÜãÏcFÓäçFéÖÑFuäçÏFèÑÌçÎÖÑèFÌááFÖÑÌçéèRFÌãÏFêãÏÑçèéÌãÏèFÌááFéÖÑFÜâÌÔÜãÌéÜäãèFäÓFéÖÑFéÖäêÔÖéècFÜf you seek 
him, he will be found of you; but if you forsake 
him, he will cast you off for ever.

>> Seeking God Continually

I Chronicles 16:11 Seek the Lord and his strength, 

seek his face continually. Isaiah 55:6 Seek the 
Lord while he may be found, call upon him 
while he is near: Psalms 105:4 Seek the Lord, 
and His strength: seek His face evermore. Psalms 
14:2 The Lord looked down from heaven upon 
the children of men, to see if there were any 
that did understand, (and) seek God. 

Amos 5:8 (Seek him) that makes the seven stars 
and Orion, and turns the shadow of death into 
the morning, and makes the day dark with 
night: that calls for the waters of the sea, and 
pours them out upon the face of the earth: 
The Lord (is) his name.

>> Secret of True Satisfaction 
and Joy

Psalms 22:26F}ÖÑFâÑÑàFèÖÌááFÑÌéFÌãÏFÍÑFèÌéÜèÓÜÑÏcFéÖÑîFèÖÌááFpraise the Lord that seek him: your 
heart shall live for ever. Psalms 34:10F}ÖÑFîäêãÔFáÜäãèFÏäFáÌÎàRFÌãÏFèêÓÓÑçFÖêãÔÑçcFÍêéFthey that 
seek the Lord shall not want any good (thing). 

Psalms 40:16 Let all those that seek You rejoice 
and be glad in You: let such as love your 
salvation say continually The Lord be 
magnified. Psalms 105:3 Glory in his holy name: 
let the heart of them rejoice that seek the Lord. 
I Chronicles 16:10

>> God is Jealous for Our 
Exclusive Affection

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in 
mercy; break up your fallow ground: for (it is) 

time to seek the Lord, till He come and rain 
righteousness upon you. Hosea 10:12. That they 
should seek the Lord, if haply they might feel 
after him, and find him, though he be not far 
from every one of us: Acts 1 7:27. Seek the Lord, 
all meek of the earth, which have wrought his 
judgment; seek righteousness, seek meekness: 
it may be you shall be hid in the day of the 
Lord's anger. Zephaniah 2:3. For thus says the 
Lord to the house of Israel, Seek me, and you 
shall live: Amos 5:4. You shall worship no other 
god: for the Lord, whose name is Jealous, is a 
jealous God. Exodus 34:14.

William “Winkie” Pratney, is known worldwide 
as a Christian speaker, youth communicator 
and author. 

He has spoken in annual leadership training 
seminars for over four decades, and to young 
people for over five. Winkie has worked with 
many leading international youth movements 
including Champions for Christ, Chi Alpha, 
Operation Mobilisation, Masters Commission, 
Teen Challenge, Teen Mania, Youth with a 
Mission, Youth for Christ and Youth Alive. 

Winkie, his wife, Faeona and son William are 
New Zealanders (his son is a US born dual-
citizen), and maintain a permanent residence in 
New Zealand.

By Winkie Pratney, Christian Speaker, Youth Communicator and Author

2015 Why Israel? Conference in United States
a Huge Success By Mark Zulim, Christians for Israel USA

Have you ever wondered why the nation of 
Israel exists today, a nation that came back 
from oblivion? Why should America care for 
another nation several thousand miles away 
that is no more than the size of New Jersey 
with a population of eight million that much 
of the world plots its destruction and the 
remainder seems to criticise its efforts to 
defend itself thereof? Why any nation would 
consider being an ally or remotely associated 
with such a nation is the critical question that 
many Americans ponder today.

A recent poll by the Pew Research Center 
found that about 82% of Evangelical Americans 
and about 25% of Jewish Americans believe the 
Jewish people have a divine right to the Land 
of Israel. But of these same Americans few can 
succinctly answer the question: Why Israel?

In 2015 the resounding answers to the above 
questions were given at the Christians
for Israel USA conference titled, "Why Israel?" 
which was hosted by East Bay Foursquare 
Church of Danville, California. The seminar's 
teacher was none other than Christians
for Israel International’s very own President, 
Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer who taught all day 
from his trilogy of books.

The amount of knowledge and wisdom 
expounded to around 200 participants, 
including twelve Pastors, was amazing to say 
the least. Fred van Westing, Christians
for Israel USA Chief Executive Officer and his 
wife Wendy, who have been members of East 
Bay Foursquare Church for many years, 
initiated the event, in full support of Senior 
Pastor Rick Fry.

They all were deeply touched to witness this 
incredible enthusiasm and support for God's 
chosen people. Many came with an open heart 
to truly listen and learn from Rev. 
Glashouwer's knowledge on the subject, which 
goes back to his roots in the Netherlands.

According to those who attended the "Why 
Israel?' classes in 2014 and 2015, this was a 
compelling reason to attend this extraordinary 
event. Without exception they all expressed 
their desire to hear Rev. Glashouwer speak 
"life" on Israel. The Conference left no stone 
unturned as it covered the Biblical history of 
Israel, the present state of Israel and the Jewish 
people, and Israel's role for God's Kingdom to 
come, including us, Gentiles!

The Conference did not fall short in any of 
these aspects as the 
Biblical historic Israel, the 
Israel of today, God's plan 
for the future of Israel, and 
Gentiles, were all 
meticulously laid out for 
the audience.
 
Rev. Glashouwer told his 
audience, "The return of 
the Jews to Israel is the 
final wakening call for the 
Church, its last chance to 
change her age-old 

'replacement-theologies'. 
Israel is the greatest sign 
of hope for the world. 
When God starts the 
process of redeeming the 
human race, His first 
word to Abraham when 
He calls him is "Land" - 
the land of Israel.

Israel does not exist today 
because of the grace 
Christianity bestows it, nor because the United 
Nations grants it, and neither does it exists 
because Islam allows it.

Israel exists because God promised it in His 
covenant-relationships with the Jewish people.
The Lord wants His Church to understand 
what is happening today and to get up and 
come to action, understanding how we must 
look to lsrael from God's perspective. We
Christians are blessed because we are grafted 
into the New Covenant made with the House 
of Israel and the House of Judah (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) when Jesus lifted the cup after the 
Pesach meal (Luke 22:20) with His Jewish 
friends and established that New Covenant 
with them.

>> But by the grace of God, we 
as Gentiles became 'grafted' in 
this New Covenant!”

Great care was taken to provide a clear 
message, that the Bible is the inspired Word of 
God, in which He reveals His loving purposes 
for ALL creation and through His sovereignty, 
God chose the nation of Israel as His 
instrument for blessing ALL nations on earth.

Special guests were Dr. Nik Wolfson, Chair 
and Jonathan Bernstein, Executive Director, 

Friends of the Israel Defence Forces (FIDF) of 
the San Francisco Bay Area Chapter. In a brief 
exchange during one of the breaks, Dr. Nik 
Wolfson expressed his total amazement on 
how Christians for Israel and East Bay 
Foursquare stand in the gap in support of the 
Jewish people.

Rev. Glashouwer taught that although the 
Bible teaches that the nation of Israel has been 
blinded in part, God still loves His chosen 
people (Romans 11). The most important point 
made at the conference was the Biblical and 
prophetic fact that the Church has NOT 
replaced Israel in this role, God's covenants 
with the nation of Israel are everlasting, and 
His gifts and calling upon Israel are irrevocable 
(Romans 11:29). For this is clearly seen in 
Genesis 27:7, “I will keep My covenant between 
Me and you and your offspring after you 
throughout their generations, as an everlasting 
covenant to be your God and the God of your 
offspring after you.”

At the end of the conference, East Bay 
Foursquare Church Senior Pastor Rick Fry 
remarked, “There is so much to learn from 
God's Word. So continue to read and study 
HIS word, ask the Holy Spirit to give you the 
full understanding of His Promises and His 
Commitments to us, The Gentiles!”

February 2016

QLD: 19th - 24th July
Date: 23 July  
Venue: New Hope Church  
Time: 10am & 3pm  
Address: 46 Kelvin Grove Rd, Kelvin Grove 
Contact: (Church Office) 07 3839 2312 

Date: 24 July 
Venue: Kings Church  
Time: 9.30am & 6pm  
Address: 68 Gemvale Rd, Reedy Creek\ 
Contact: (Church Office) 07 5593 4233

NSW & ACT: 25th - 29th July
Date: 25 July 
Venue: Macquarie Room 
Time: 12pm  
Address: NSW Parliament 
Contact: (Judy Russell) 02 9230 2478

TAS: 30th July - 3rd August
Date & Venue: TBA

SA: 4th - 6th August
Date: 4 August
Venue: Light House Prayer Tower 
Time: 10.00am & 4.00pm 
Address: Lvl 6/117 William St, Adelaide 
Contact: 08 84105911

Date: 6 August 
Venue: Pray South Australia 
Time: 10am  
Address: 27 Sturt St, Adelaide 
Contact: (Gael Harrison) 0419856278

WA: 7th - 9th August
Date & Venue: TBA 

SpeAkiNg Tour LoCATioNS & TimeS:

Come Hear Stan and Joy...
...bring a message brought from Jerusalem to ‘the islands 
afar off’ – a message of hope for mankind and for nations 
rooted in the promises of God for His people and land.

We have only just started organising Stan’s 
speaking tour.
Below are the bookings to date, however if anyone would like to 
host Stan please contact Joy: joyhey50@gmail.com or 0439661996

SATURDAY FEBRUARY 27th, 2016, 
from 2.00-4.00 PM

NEW HOPE CHURCH,   
46 KELVIN GROVE,  KELVIN GROVE.
(Off Street parking available)

GUEST SPEAKER: JOY HEYLEN

Joy is a retired Social 
Worker, Intercessor 
for Israel, National 
Coordinator of Stan 
Goodenough’s Speaking 
Tours to Australia and 

Tour Assistant for Sondra Baras from 
Christian Friends of Israel Communities 
(Judea & Samaria).

Joy has spent extended periods in Israel 
over the past 17 years, and since 2006 has 
been embedded seasonally with a Jerusalem 
residential Prayer House aligned with Succat 
Hallel – an internationally recognized 24/7 
Prayer House whose mandate is to see the 
fulfilment of Isaiah 19:23 -25: In that day 
there will be a highway from Egypt to 
Assyria, and the Assyrian will come into 
Egypt and the Egyptian into Assyria, and 
the Egyptians will serve with the Assyrians.  
In that day Israel will be one of three with 

Egypt and Assyria—a blessing in the midst 
of the land, whom the Lord of hosts shall 
bless, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My people, 
and Assyria the work of My hands, and 
Israel My inheritance.”  

Joy was a participant in the Light Horse Re-
enactment Tours of 2007 and 2012 in Israel 
and has organised three tours of the Land for 
Interns from a Queensland based Outdoor 
Adventure Education Centre aimed at 
introducing participants to the Hebraic Roots 
of their faith and enlightening them to the 
rich military (ANZAC) connection between 
our nation and Israel. 

Following the talk we will devote time to 
strategic prayer for Israel and the nations, 
and also for Stan Goodenough’s upcoming 
tour - July 19 August 9 in Australia and 
August 10 to 15 in New Zealand.

For further information contact Linzi 
Roberts, Ph 07 33727708

NOTE: Watchmen on the Walls meets on 
the 4th Saturday of every month. 

The Guest Speaker for the meeting on the 
26th of March will be NOEL MANN from 
ZION CHRISTIAN MINISTRIES.

You Are iNViTeD To ATTeND:  
WATCHMEN ON THE WALLS – A prAYer meeTiNg For 

iSrAeL, AuSTrALiA & NeW ZeALAND
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True Freedom Makes the World Panic!
By Dr Daniel Shayestah (Abridged by Publisher)

February 2016

Short News

All Islamic countries 
(especially the 
radical ones), all 
communist countries 
and all leftists in 
western countries 
become nervous 
when someone 

desires to live in real freedom. 

This real freedom can only be found through 
looking deeply into life and at differences 
among beliefs, in order to embrace the best. It 
is amazing and mind blowing that billions of 
dollars are spent, thousands of people’s blood is 
shed and many are made homeless each year 
around the world in order to block the way for 
people to have freedom.

It is like a deadly poison to the leaders of 
Islamic countries, even to the most moderate 
ones, if you go to their countries and take an 
opportunity to talk about your non-Islamic 
belief. If they are moderate and decide to be a 
bit nice to you, they just deport you. 
Otherwise, they can keep you in prison for 
years and accuse you of spying in order to 
make their inhumane initiatives look remotely 
legitimate to civilised nations. 

The central motive of all Islamic terrorist 
groups in the world is that there are some 
people in the world who love freedom and may 
become a challenge to the spread of Islam’s 
tyrannical leadership in the future. 

According to the Quran, freedom lovers must 
be terrorised since there is no option given to 
any man or woman to express their own 
opinion concerning Allah’s and his prophet’s 
decisions in the Quran. (Sura (Chapter) 33:36; 
also read Sura (Chapter) 8).

During the thirteen year period when 
Muhammad, the prophet of Islam was not 
famous but a middle class Meccan money 
earner, he was peaceful. He even attended a 
church with his wife, just as some of our 
presidents and prime ministers do before 
elections. He referred to the Bible, in the hands 
of his contemporary Christians and Jews, as the 
light for people. The pinnacle point of his 
message at that time was “no compulsion in 
religion.

But that scenario changed after Muhammad 
moved from Mecca to Medina, became a
statesman and made a fortune. It was then that 
he forbade criticism (Quran 33:36) and outlawed 
the existence of any other religion and 
furthermore sanctioned that a pious Muslim 
had to be known to everyone as a terrorising 
person (Quran 9:123). He even replaced some 
old verses of the Quran, which were barriers to 
his newly adopted anti-freedom ethics, and 
replaced them with new ones in order to 
legitimise his harsh attitudes and thereby 
safeguard his dictatorial fortune, power and 
status. So, practically, his beliefs became of 
secondary importance to him after gaining his 
fortune.

The history of Islam is full of this kind of 
shocking and capricious leadership style when 
leaders changed even the most sacred beliefs of 
Islam to protect their fortunes or their power. 
One example is the changing of the prayer 
direction from Jerusalem to Petra in Jordan by 
Muhammad, and then after his death the shift 
from Petra to the present Mecca in Saudi 
Arabia. It is still the same among Muslim 
leaders. The Quran in verses 21 and 22 of its 
chapter 5 says that Israel belongs to Jews 
forever. In verse 104 of chapter 17 it also says 
that even scattered Jews will be brought to 
their promised land. But Muslim leaders do not 
care about their Quran’s sanction of the rights 
of Jews over Israel. This is because hostility 
towards Jews has created fortunes for them and 
will do the same for their children and 
grandchildren.

The West believes in freedom. Freedom to act 
as they please, worship freely however and 
whenever they please. The result of this is that 
they have welcomed all sorts of beliefs, 
religions and creeds into their countries with 
the expectation that these people too, support 
freedom. However where their beliefs do not 
allow freedom they infiltrate our western way 
of life with beliefs that are not compatible with 
ours. 

Now, more or less every practice of every group 
is valid, irrespective of how brutal or abusive it 
may be, since it is legitimate in that particular 
group’s culture or belief.
Multiculturalism has given sovereignty to 
almost every practice in the West. But this has 
been ridding the West of its own Judeo-

Christian values which, in a great many cases, 
lie at the heart of western freedom. This 
outcome has produced great passivity among 
rank and file people so that opportunists can 
take over and be hostile to freedom lovers. This 
is what we get now. The arrows of the 
opponents of freedom are in the ‘western air’ 
even before we say a word in favor of freedom. 
Freedom lovers are called haters, fascists or 
Nazis by the children of multiculturalism and 
have even been attacked physically by them.

>>  How do we handle these 
invasions and hostilities?

There are two ways for us to deal with the 
enemies of freedom; either we become worldly, 
as they are, compromise with their desires and 
receive their friendship, or, we stay honest to 
our faith in Christ and pay the price - since 
there is no benefit in having the world but 
losing eternal joy. Two thousand years ago, our 
Master saw our days and told us:

“If the world hates you, you know that it hated 
Me before it hated you. If you were of the 
world, the world would love its own. Yet 
because you are not of the world, but I have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. Remember the word that I 
said to you, the servant is not greater than his 
master. If they have persecuted Me, they will 
also persecute you. If they have kept My 
sayings, they will also keep yours. But all these 
things they will do to you for My name's sake, 
because they do not know Him who sent Me.” 
(John 15:18-21, MKJV) 

We cannot expect better things from the world 
since it does not know Jesus and does not have 
the joy of His freedom. Also, we cannot 
persuade people with truth if we are of the 
world and do not speak truthfully. Therefore, 
we need to rejoice in our freedom in Jesus 
Christ which is the power for our triumph over 
hatred and hostility.

Secondly, we need to stand on our heavenly 
identity and not invest our time and money for 
hatred or a worldly fortune, as worldly people 
do. We are fortunate that we are enabled to 
bear the hatred of the world, while not being 
like the world by  responding to hatred with 
hatred.

World’s Largest Menorah
in Maastricht - 
Netherlands

More than 300 people attended the 
lighting of the world's largest Menorah 
in Maastricht, Netherlands on the 7th of 
December (the 2nd night of Hanukkah). 
The Menorah was erected in front of the 
City Hall. The Mayor of the town, 
Annemarie Penn, welcomed everyone 
and stated that she was proud that such 
an event could take place in Maastricht, 
despite all the turmoil in the world. 

The Menorah, shaped in the form of the 
Star of David, was built in 2013 by 
Christians for Israel Netherlands. It is a 
landmark that illustrates the light that 
Israel and the Jewish people are to the 
world, and it symbolises in a beautiful 
way universal values such as friendship, 
tolerance and appreciation.

Czech Parliament Votes
Against Labeling West
Bank Settlement 
Products
“It starts with the marking of Jewish 
products, but how will it end?”

The Czech Republic rejected the EU 
notice to label goods imported from the 
West Bank and the Golan Heights.

“This is counterproductive to the Israeli-
Palestinian peace process, harmful to US 
national security interests, and 
contributes to the deeply misguided 
anti-Israel Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions (BDS) movement. Boycotts 
chip away at economic integration, 
which negatively affects Israelis and 
Palestinians alike. The establishment of 
the European Economic Community 
was predicated on the notion that peace 
and security are achieved through trade, 
economic cooperation, and job creation 
– not boycotts and isolation. The same is 
true for Israelis and Palestinians.” A few 
countries including Hungary and Greece 
have pledged to disregard the EU ruling. 
Unfortunately Chancellor Merkel has 
announced Germany’s support of the EU 
labelling notice.

Man, the Land and Trees
In Israel there is a proverb that says, “we 
can learn from trees!” Each year most of 
Israel's rainfall falls between the onset of 
winter and Tu B'Shvat, which usually 
falls between mid January to early 
February each year. Just as trees need 
water and sustenance in order to survive, 
grow and thrive, man needs spiritual 
sustenance in order to survive, grow and 
thrive.

Tu B'Shvat is the time when the first 
trees of the field - usually the Wild 
Almond called the "Bride of the Field" - 
start to blossom. And... just as trees bear 
fruit in their season, man also bears fruit 
in his season.

An Amazing Experience 
I had an amazing experience a few weeks ago, 
just before the Hanukah holiday began. I 
hosted Father Gabriel Naddaf, Chairman of the 
Christian Empowerment Council (CEC) and 
spiritual leader of the Aramean Christians in 
Israel, together with CEC volunteers, for a full 
day visit in Samaria. That day included 
meetings with rabbis and community leaders 
as well as visits to Biblical sites. I gave a short 
teaching about the Biblical promises, while 
looking out towards Mt. Gerizim, Mt. Ebal and 
the Oak of Moreh.

Father Naddaf has stood strong as a Christian 
Zionist for a few years now and is encouraging
Israeli Christians from Arab areas to enlist in 
the IDF. But he has never before made a 
statement concerning Judea and Samaria. This 
visit was his first in the area! Throughout the 
day, Father Naddaf was markedly enthusiastic 
about what he was seeing, amazed that he was 
able to stand where the great heroes of
the Bible walked. He purchased wine at the 
Har Bracha winery to express his opposition to 
the boycott movement. And at the end of the 

day, as we were leaving Biblical 
Shiloh, he made an amazing 
statement: "Jews live here today and 
they will continue to live here forever 
as the true owners of this land." For 
the first time ever, an Arabic-
speaking Christian leader made a 
statement of this kind!

Following the tour, both Father 
Naddaf and I were engaged in a 
media blitz, to ensure that this 
message reached the ears of everyone in Israel. 
We tried as well to interest the foreign media 
in this landmark event, but they were not 
interested. Only through the efforts of the 
CEC and CFOIC Heartland staff and
volunteers, were we able to convey this 
message worldwide through social media and 
our own email distribution.

The world is too busy condemning Israel as 
racist, organizing boycotts of Israel, and calling 
for Israeli withdrawal from Judea and Samaria, 
to bother paying attention to the facts. But the 

facts are that boycotts harm Arabs, Christians 
and Jews in Israel. The fact is that even non-
Jewish Israeli citizens support Israel 's right to 
the land. The fact is that true Bible Believing 
peoples the world over understand the truth. 

>> The Land of Israel belongs 
to the People of Israel. Period.

Thank you, my dear friends, for supporting us 
and enabling us to convey these messages the 
world over. Thank you for standing with the 
people of Biblical Israel. 

By Sondra Oster Baras, Director CFOIC (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities) Heartland, Israel Office



News From Our National Leader February 2016

Dear faithful friends and readers (Chavarim)

Happy New Year to you and welcome to our February/March edition of our new expanded 8 
page Australian insert of the International Israel and Christians Today Newspaper.

You may have noticed the new logo on the paper for Christians for Israel. This fresh new 
logo is stylized to show the nation of Israel and its eternal Capital Jerusalem. We hope you 
like it.

Thanks again to everyone for your positive letters, notes and cards with 
your feedback and generous support for the newspaper and the ministry 
work of Christians for Israel Australia. It’s so very encouraging to see 
the most recent financial report which shows that in the past year we sent 
approx $100,000 to help Jewish families make Aliyah or return from 
the various countries of the Diaspora, including Russia, the Ukraine, 
Ethiopia and more recently India and China. Also tens of thousands 
of dollars have been sent on your behalf for the many important food, 
clothing and care programs for these new immigrants, the poor and the 
Holocaust survivors. How thrilling to know that the Lords people are 
being called from the four corners of the earth and being helped by us 
Gentiles... just as the Scriptures prophesied so long ago.

“Comfort ye Comfort ye My people” is a compelling command from 
the Lord in Isaiah 40:1 and a central, foundational activity of Christians 
for Israel Australia and International’s mission. 

August Training and Teaching Tour with 
Rev Willem Glashouwer.

I am also very excited to announce that our International President 
Rev Willem Glashouwer is coming back to Australia in August to 
conduct some important training workshops and where possible 
to speak about current and topical events as they relate to Biblical 
prophecy and teaching regarding Israel.

At this stage we are still finalizing the details, but we can 
say that Willem will be visiting Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane between August 9 and 20. Venues, dates and times 
to be confirmed in the April-May edition or on our website:  
www.christiansforisrael.com.au

Many hundreds attended Willem’s speaking event last year with the release of his new book 
“Why Jerusalem?” Completing the Why Israel trilogy. Also we launched the new revised 
and updated 10 part DVD teaching series Why Israel? And its companion Study guide. (see 
details of these resources on the back page)

Training the trainers workshop
The other important focus of the ministries operation is to bring a Biblical understanding in 
the Church and among the nations concerning God’s purpose for Israel.

In order to achieve that more effectively, we need to follow the example of the Apostle Paul, 
who said in Timothy 2:2…”Now teach these truths to other trustworthy people who will be 
able to pass them on to others.”

As part of our global and national strategy for 2016-17 Christians for Israel International 
office has developed a unique training syllabus and curriculum to develop and equip those 
with a calling and gifting in the area of teaching.

This has been distilled into a short but intensive 3 day ‘training the trainer’ workshop, and 
will be free of charge to those who can come during August this year in each city, and who 
are deemed suitable for this trainee scholarship. (it will be a requirement that all trainees will 
have read the ‘Why Israel? Book’ and have watched and are familiar with the ‘Why Israel? 
DVD series’, prior to commencing the training workshop. For more information about the 
course dates and venues and to express your interest, please email our International office 
coordinator: mvanwesting@c4israel.org 

The course will be taught by Rev Willem Glaushouwer and a qualified trainer from the 
Christians for Israel International office.

Biblical Declaration of Shared Beliefs.
Another important activity for Christians for Israel Australia, is to be a strong unified voice 
when speaking on behalf of Israel and the Church while representing and advocating to the 
Christian, civic and government leaders and decision makers.

The potential for confusion or misunderstanding when broaching complex issues like ‘Israel 
and the Middle East conflict’ and ‘Israel’s right to the Land’ is clear. To try and help bridge this 
gap we have been involved in active consultation with a number of other pro Israel leaders 
including Keith Buxton from Bridges for Peace. Together we helped draft a Biblical declaration 
of our common beliefs as Bible believing Christians which Keith introduces on Page 11 of  
this paper. 

I had the privilege to accompany Keith on a number of visits to Canberra to make 
representation on behalf of the many pro Israel Christian voices to our Political Leaders and 

submit a petition to the House of Representatives. Later we met with the 
then new incoming Ambassador for Israel to bring our warm greetings 
and strong support for Israel (see picture below).

Our Next Tour to Israel.
I also would like to invite you to join my wife Mandy and I on our up coming Tour to Israel 
and Jordan. Together we’ll walk through the land of the Bible and experience the modern 
day miracle of Israel—as foretold by the prophets and our Messiah, Savior, Lord and coming 
King Jesus Christ. See details on page 2 of this insert.

Until next time may the Lord bless you and keep you as we continue pray for the peace  
of Jerusalem.

Ian Worby 
National Leader

How thrilling  
to know that the 
Lords people are 
being called from 
the four corners  
of the earth and 
being helped by  

us Gentiles...

Ian & Mandy in Jerusalem overlooking the Temple Mount

Ian Worby with Israeli Ambassador Shmuel Ben Shmuel and Keith Buxton in 2015



2 February 2016Stringing Pearls: Lessons learned from the tour by Mandy Worby (tour leader)

Yeshua taught from 
the Old Covenant 
Scriptures and He 
used techniques 
that were common 
practice by Rabbis 
and teachers for 
hundreds of years. 
One of those 
techniques was 
called ‘Gezerah 
Shevah’ or 

‘Comparison of Equals’ which basically 
means that a passage of Scripture can expand 
on another passage of Scripture if they share 
the same word. In other words, Scripture 
interprets Scripture. Chuck Missler has 
referred to this as ‘expositional constancy’. 

So as part of their study practice, Rabbis 
would look for places in the Bible where the 
same words were used and then see if and 
how they might be connected. They must 
never contradict each other or undermine 
the plain meaning of the text because God 
would never undermine His own Word. The 
connection is from the Hebrew rather than 
the English rendering. 

When Yeshua was asked by a young Pharisee 
which was the greatest commandment in the 
Torah, He responded by saying: 

“Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all 
your mind. This is the first and greatest 
commandment. And the second is like 
it: Love your neighbour as yourself.”  
(Matt 22:36-39)

The first part comes from Deut 6:5 which 
is part of the Shema, a prayer said by Jews 
both morning and evening to this day and 
is placed inside a mezuzah on the door post 
of their home. The second part comes from  
Lev 19:18. Both passages have the word 
‘veh ah’hahv’tah’ which means ‘and you 
shall love’ and because of this phrase, both 
passages—though from different sections of 
the Torah—can be linked together. Scripture 
interprets Scripture and more often than 
not, we don’t look deep enough to find  
the connections. 

God Himself was ‘stringing pearls’ on the 
day Yeshua was baptised.

Mark 1:9-11: ‘In those days Jesus 
came from Nazareth in Galilee and 
was baptised by John in the Jordan. 
Immediately coming up out of the water, 
He saw the heavens opening and the 
Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; 
and a voice came out of the heavens; 
“You are My beloved Son, in You I am 
well-pleased.”

God Himself is quoting HIS OWN 
SCRIPTURES and putting small  
phrases together. 
‘You are My son’ comes from Psalm 2:7

“I will surely tell of the decree of the 
Lord: He said to Me, You are My Son, 
today I have begotten You.”

‘Whom I love’ comes from Genesis 22:2 

“He said, ‘Take now your son, your 
only son, ‘whom you love, Isaac, 
and go to the land of Moriah, and 
offer him there as a burnt offering on 
one of the mountains of which I will  
tell you.’”

‘In You I am well-pleased’ comes from 
Isaiah 42:1

“Behold My Servant, whom I uphold; My 
chosen one in whom My soul delights. I 
have put My Spirit upon Him; He will 
bring forth justice to the nations.”

Both Psalm 2 and Isaiah 42 have always been 
understood and accepted to be referring to 
the Messiah. Psalm 2 is God proclaiming that 
His Son is a royal king who will rule over the  
whole world.  Isaiah 42 is God is calling the 
Messiah His Servant whom God has placed His  
Spirit upon. As Yeshua came up out of the 
water, God the Father said, “You are My 
beloved Son, in You I am well-pleased” as 
the Spirit was in fact descending on Him.

Genesis 22 is the most critical event in the Old 
Covenant. Abraham was about to sacrifice His 
son Isaac, a son Abraham waited 100 years to 
get who was more precious to him than his 
own life. This foreshadowed God the Father’s 
own feelings for His own Son, whom He 
would sacrifice. When Yeshua was baptised 
the Father was in effect saying, “Here is 
My precious Son, MY Isaac,” prophetically 

hinting at the sacrifice Yeshua would make in 
a few short years from that time. 

In three short quotes from His own Scriptures, 
God spoke of Yeshua as being a King, a 
Servant and a Son willing to sacrifice 
Himself. This one sentence reveals Yeshua 
as Prophet, Priest and King encapsulating the 
Gospel of our Redemption.

Our communion each week is the celebration 
we share, when we remember the price paid 
for us. And while Yeshua’s sacrifice on the 
cross is more than enough to demand our 
gratitude, God has placed His Spirit within 
us to lead and guide and comfort us and of 
course He has left for us His Word. We long 
to hear the voice of God…and yet God is 
speaking louder than ever if only we would 
open His Word and read it. 

‘His divine power has granted to 
us everything pertaining to life and 
godliness through the true knowledge of 
Him who called us by His own glory and 

excellence. For by these He has granted 
to us His precious and magnificent 
promises, so that by them you may 
become partakers of the divine nature, 
having escaped the corruption that is in 
the world by lust.’  2 Peter 1:3

The attaining of a life of godliness comes 
through the process of the Word working in us.

‘For the Word of God is living and active 
and sharper than any two-edged sword, 
and piercing as far as the division of soul 
and spirit, of both joints and marrow, and 
able to judge the thoughts and intentions 
of the heart.’  Hebrews 4:12

All Scripture points to Yeshua as He is pre-
eminent in all creation. Yeshua said to the 
Pharisees during one of their discussions; 

“You search the Scriptures because 
you think that in them you have eternal 
life; it is these that testify about Me.”  
John 5:39  

If you want to know Yeshua, know His Word. 
Genesis to Revelation is God’s revelation of 
Himself to us and His plan–in detail–to rescue 
us from the power and destruction of sin.

And all this has been provided freely to us 
because of the completed work of Christ on 
the cross. 

This one  
sentence reveals Yeshua  

as Prophet, Priest and King 
encapsulating the Gospel  

of our Redemption.

For full pricing and itinerary details and conditions contact Olive Tree Travel

CALL 1300 550 830
Our official travel agents are standing by 

BOOK YOUR PLACE TODAY!

www.vision.org.au/tours

Experience the Galilee, Jerusalem & 
the Land of the Bible – SEP 13-26 2016   

with Ian & Mandy Worby – your tour hosts



3February 2016 Salting Australia for 2017 by Stan Goodenough

Dear Aussie brothers and sisters in Messiah,

Prayerful (gentile) New Year’s greetings from a wintery 
Land of Israel.

2017 will be on us before we know it, with a remarkable 
confluence of events set for that year that could powerfully 
impact Australia’s future before God:

• the 100th anniversary of the Beersheba battle that freed up 
Israel’s land for Jewish settlement

• the 50th anniversary—Golden Jubilee—of the Six Day 
War that restored the heart of that land to Jewish control

• an International Sovereignty Congress planned in the 
Hague in support of Israel’s legitimate claim to all this land 
as the Israeli sovereignty campaign gathers momentum

• the intensifying UN push to pull off the Two State Solution, 
which seeks to rob Israel of this very same heartland - the 
cradle of Jewish nationhood.

As strongly as I sensed that Australia’s 
membership on the UN Security Council 
in 2014 was significant then in regard to 
the escalating battle over this land, I sense 
preparations to mark Beersheba in 2017 are 
also key.

It’s a once in a century opportunity to honour 
that decisive victory with another. And 
what real value can there be in celebrating 
the liberation of the land without using the 
occasion to play a part in the current fight 
to keep it free?

Hope and faith tell me that Australia and 
New Zealand are positioned potentially to 
act as a brake on the global hard push for 
the division of God’s land.

Now my spirit has not heard that your nation is predestined— 
as in 1917—to make another major contribution at this stage 
in Israel’s restoration. Humanly speaking the odds are against 
it – multiple forces are pulling Australia towards the vortex 
of globalisation that Israel, by God’s design, will not enter.

But you are nevertheless in place to act and I remain strongly 
convicted that everything God enables should be done to 
keep Australia moving away from the goat pen and towards 
the sheepfold.

So as I prepare to head Down Under to meet with you, I 
am holding these questions before Him: 

• were the words spoken by De Queirós concerning the 
“Great Southland of the Holy Spirit” truly prophetic of 
God and applicable to Australia? 

• Was Smith Wigglesworth in tune with the Holy Spirit 
when he foretold for your country “the greatest move of 
God ever known in mankind’s history?” 

• Was Derek Prince, when he prophesied similarly in 1975? 

• Is a crown being offered to your nation by God 
concerning Australia being a blessing in service to Israel?

Is there further fruit to come from the painful sacrifices made by 
so many of your countrymen a century ago? It seems plain that 
the slaughter at Gallipoli and on the Western Front was as tied to 
the final victory in Palestine as was the Beersheba charge.

On my heart is to encourage Christians to work with urgency 
and focus to take the lead to ‘salt’ Australia—Church and 

nation—in the run-up to 2017 setting a global example of a 
spiritually seasoned nation that is on the right side of the God 
of Israel, standing with His people Israel, and fully supporting 
their extension of sovereignty over the land of Israel.

Salting the Church
As a matter of priority, circulate among Christians nationwide 
a Biblical statement, underwriting Israel’s Divinely-mandated 
right of ownership and restoration of their homeland. Such a 
proclamation, widely released, broadcast and published, will 
see Australian believers declaring together, on behalf of their 
country, God’s Word concerning His Land. 

Salting the nation 
Concurrently submit a statement to the federal parliament, 
undersigned by like-minded Christians, following up 
on a petition submitted in 2015, citing international law 

legitimising Israel’s right to extend 
sovereignty over its ancestral lands; 
urging lawmakers to withstand pressure 
on Australia to unilaterally recognise 
‘Palestine’; rejecting any bid to have 
Australia join the other nations seeking to 
impose a solution on Israel.

Simultaneously help to preserve the 
ANZAC legacy by educating the public. 
Specifically, that the ANZAC liberation 
of the ‘Land of the Bible’ – one of 
Australia’s and New Zealand’s prime 
accomplishments in World War 1 – faces 
being cancelled out by international efforts 
to hand the Holy Land back to the Islamic 
world. Additionally, how supporting the 
creation of another Muslim-majority 

country (Palestine) in the explosive Middle East will only 
exacerbate the mounting dangers to world peace presented 
by radical Islam (to use the PC term).

Encouraging Australia’s shaken but 
stalwart Jewish community 
Recently, I met with a visiting Australian Jewish couple 
actively involved in organising Jewish community events in 
Canberra. We talked at length about Christian encouragement 
and support of Australian Jewry, which – despite its 
compelling Zionist culture – feels constrained like many in 
the Diaspora by the lack of outside backing; this lends itself 
to a compliance towards the Two State solution despite its 
transparent pointlessness.

We agreed Jewish groups Down Under need to be apprised of 
Christian Zionist support for Israel’s extension of sovereignty, 
in order to encourage further Australian Jewish solidarity 
with Israel and with the indigenous sovereignty movement.

All of the above can be communicated and carried over to 
New Zealand. 

Buttressing Israel - a flow-on effect
The indigenous Israeli pro-sovereignty movement is 
gathering momentum and has begun to directly impact the 
political landscape, even reaching government levels. In 
classic Zionist tradition it has responded to the “stabbing 
and ramming intifada” by calling for the construction of 

more homes for Jews and raising its profile with hundreds 
of “Sovereignty Now” banners deliberately displayed at 
security checkpoints erected where attacks have occurred.

At this critical juncture, as William Hechler did for Theodore 
Herzl and Orde Wingate did for his Jewish troops, Christians 
can visibly encourage and reinforce the Zionist enterprise and 
– I suggest – even help advance this initiative by presenting 
to sovereignty movement leaders in Israel (the Israel Land 
Caucus, Women for Israel’s Tomorrow, Legal Grounds, 
Regavim, and pro-sovereignty MKs) Biblical and law-based 
statements endorsed by Christian Zionists in the nations - 
beginning with yours. 

Australia – to my way of thinking – remains fresh and fertile 
ground for growing support for Israel that Christians around 
the world can be exhorted to emulate.

But, carpe diem. For if we do not seize the moment, then in 
echo of Churchill’s chilling admonition, history may well cast 
its verdict on Christian Zionist efficacy at this most critical 
moment in Israel’s destiny as being “too little too late!’’

Here’s why:
• If we do not recognise that we have an imperative to 

physically (and not just spiritually) fight for Israel’s right 
to claim her land;

• If, in the context of supporting Israel, we begin to slip back 
into Church-centrism rather than keeping Israel at the heart 
of it all (the Bible is overwhelmingly and incontrovertibly 
Israel-centric; Israel is the apple of God’s eye);

• If thoughts about Australia stepping into her destiny 
preoccupy us, and we move into an Australia-revival 
focus rather than understanding that God has undertaken 
to first bring national revival to Israel, and that it is out 
of that revival that revival will come to the Gentiles (as 
Isaiah 60 among other passages attests),

then I don’t know if we truly have what it takes to effectively 
engage this most important battle of all time.

Urging that this be committed to prayer and action,  
for Zion’s sake

Yours,
Stan Goodenough, Jerusalem, Israel

In July and August this year Stan will – God willing – be coming 
to Australia and New Zealand on his third trip in two years to 
communicate this message. His prayer is that Believers will be 
encouraged to passionately petition Heaven and their governments: 
to hold back their nations’ aligning with anti–God forces in any way 
that will change the course of the destiny paid for through the great 
ANZAC sacrifices of a century ago. And that the blessing of the 
LORD God of Israel will be secured upon – and not be lost by – the 
‘great southlands of the Holy Spirit.’

For information on Stan’s speaking schedule or 
to invite him to your area, see page 5 of this 
International Newspaper or please contact 
Joy Heylen at joyhey50@gmail.com

Stan will be hosting an Israel Tour with Ian 
and Mandy Worby in September 2016. See  
www.olivetreetravel.com.au for details.

Australian pro Israel peace rally, held in Brisbane 2014 (during the Gaza War).

Were the  
words spoken 
by De Queirós 
concerning the  

‘Great Southland 
of the Holy Spirit’ 

truly prophetic  
of God?



4February 2016 Is Syria, an End Times Rehearsal? by Ron Ross
Did you know at least one Arab source 
declares Israel has just seven years before 
being wiped off the map? Bassam Jarrar, a 
Palestinian Sunni Islamic scholar published 
‘End of Israel 2022’ in Arabic. It was 
translated by discoveringislam.org. Jarrar 
wrote the first draft of his book in Lebanon, 
after being deported from Israel in 1993. 

He wrote: ‘Arab Muslims will re-enter 
the Al-Aqsa mosque for a second time, 
after destroying the Jewish state... the 
first temple was destroyed in 586 BC... the 
forces that will re-enter Jerusalem will 
destroy, kill and tear apart everything 
that comes under their control.’

While some will interpret scriptures and 
events to suit a particular agenda the late 
Derek Prince said: 

‘One of the major themes of Biblical 
prophecy is the destiny of Israel. From 
the birth of Israel as a nation to the 
final consummation of her destiny, every 
major stage has been predicted by her 
own prophets.’ (Prophetic Destinies, 
Derek Prince, Creation House.)

Jesus said He will return to Jerusalem, His 
holy city. (Luke 21:24) So we can be certain 
Jerusalem remains and is in Jewish hands on 
that great and awesome day.

Years ago a Syrian journalist interviewed 
on Palestinian Authority TV claimed former 
US President Bill Clinton was notified 
Israel would not survive beyond 2022. He 
claimed the Central Intelligence Agency 
(CIA) produced an ‘Eyes Only’ report for 
the President. The journalist identified as 
Al-Bujayrami said “The CIA says (in the 
report): ‘if things continue as they are, we 
don’t think that Israel will continue to exist 
after the year 2022.’”

The Bible has much to say 
about the destiny of Israel. 
In Genesis 13:15, He said, “for all the land 
which you see, I will give it to you and to 
your descendants forever.”

Judges 2: 1 “Then the Angel of the Lord said, 
‘I bought you to the land of which I swore to 

your fathers; and I said, ‘I will NEVER break 
my covenant with you.’” Israel, the apple of 
His eye, is the prized possession. 

Arguments are continually brought forth 
concerning the rights of the Palestinians and 
the rights of the Israelis that seem logical to 
the people who present them. But a basic 
question still remains: ‘Who has the ultimate 
authority to determine rights concerning 
this special piece of real estate?’ The 
biblical answer to that question is that God 
alone determines the ‘rights’ that any of us 
have. Something is right or wrong because 
of Divine decree, not human feeling or 
human reason. Almighty God has already 
determined the rights of Israel and the Jewish 
people to the land God owns and has deeded 
over to them.

The rivalry between Sunni and 
Shia erupted early this year. 
Shia-Iran compared Sunni-Saudi Arabia to 
ISIS after the execution of 56 year old Nimr 
al-Nimr, an influential Shiite cleric. Iranian 
protesters set fire to the Saudi embassy 
in Tehran (Sunday, Jan 3, 2016). Saudi 
Arabia said Iran had supported terrorism by 
condemning the execution. 

Only weeks ago, Hamas refused a financial 
offer from Iran. They preferred to align with 
the Sunni states who support Saudi Arabia.
In Syria Hamas connects with the Moslem 
Brotherhood, while Iran support Bashar al 
Assad. The rivalries are passionate and deadly 
but in it all Israel remains the common target. 
Syria is a complex battleground and strategic 
for Israel. Along with Sunni and Shia forces, 
Russia and others are aggressively involved. 
Is Syria, right now, a dress rehearsal for the 
vast end times army?

In 2014 a Japanese bureaucrat said:  
‘Tensions are getting very high in this part 
of the world. There are huge arms sales from 
Russia, the US and Europe. China’s defence 
spending has seen double-digit growth each 
year since 1989. US influence in the region 
is receding.’ Certainly the ‘lead from behind’ 
policies of the US Obama administration 
opened the doors for other powers.

Russian president Vladimir Putin accepted 
the open door and flexed his influence in 
Syria. After the US declared its plan to 
remove Syrian President Bashar al-Assad, 
Russia arrived on that battlefield with 
the opposite plan. Putin said he wanted 
to remove ISIS but he also declared his 
support for the al-Assad presidency. Chinese 
President Xi Jinping last December said, 
his nation was prepared to embrace a 
broader role in the fight against international 
terrorism. He promised Vladimir Putin, 
China would support his goals in Syria. 
Analysts have been freely speculating the 
power of a Russia-China alliance. China’s 
significant ‘boots on the ground’ linked to 
Russian sophisticated weaponry created a 
super-power of gigantic proportions. But 
there’s more. Russia has strong ties to Iran 
and openly trades with Tehran. Russia and 
China have active connections with Bashar 
al-Assad. An alliance of Russia, China and 
Iran is very impressive.

Author Joel C. Rosenberg said ‘The presence 
of Russia in Syria reverberates end-times 
prophecies.’ In his words President Obama 
‘surrendered’. Rosenberg added ‘we have 
withdrawn, we have surrendered, we have 
ceded the playing field to Vladimir Putin, 
who is a czar rising.’ Takes me back to 
Ezekiel 38-39. God warns Iran (Persia), with 
Russia (Magog) and a coalition of allies 
regarding their plans to invade Israel.

A vast army will come against Israel in the 

future (Ezekiel 38, 39). Israel will be alone 
but God will be their conquering champion.

Jesus spoke about the end-times in Matthew 
24 and Luke 21. He spoke of very turbulent 
times but called on Believers to ‘be ready.’ His 
intervention, His return will take place when 
‘you do not think He will.’ (Matthew 24:44)

Events seem to be playing out 
in line the biblical revelations.
The King of Judah learned his kingdom was 
to be invaded by a vast army. He knew his 
resources could not engage such a formidable 
force. He called his people to pray and 
through a Levite these words came:

‘Do not be afraid or discouraged because 
of this vast army. For the battle is not 
yours, but Gods…. You will not have to 
fight this battle. Take up your positions, 
stand firm and see the deliverance 
the Lord will give you, O Judah and 
Jerusalem. Do not be afraid. Go out and 
face them tomorrow, and the Lord will be 
with you.’ (2 Chron. 20: 15,17)

Ron Ross former national 
director of Bridges for 
Peace, Australia working 
in Jerusalem for five years. 
Now he’s the Middle East 
correspondent for Vision 
Christian Radio and a popular 
speaker.  www.ronross.org  
or ronandyvonne@mac.com
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5 February 2016Understanding the Feasts of the Lord by Paul and Marg Longfield
For centuries there has been controversy, 
particularly in Gentile Christian thinking 
regarding the Biblical festivals that the 
Jewish people have upheld for millennia and 
by way of contrast, what most Christians have 
upheld traditionally in Sunday observance 
and Christmas and Easter celebrations. 

The origins of the Jewish feasts are clear and 
precise in scripture as being God given, Holy 
convocations (special assemblies) which 
were intended by Him to be eternal. 

Most Christians have dismissed these God-
given festivals as Old Testament and only 
for Israel and many believe that if New 
Testament believers should observe them 
in any way, we could be placing ourselves 
under law and in effect negate the New 
Covenant benefits in our lives. 

If we believe that the Body of Christ (Messiah) 
is consistent with Paul’s description in 
Ephesians 2, we should at least be looking 
for a level of mutual understanding on these 
important issues with our Messianic brethren.

Firstly let us look at the festivals which 
God introduced and called His own from 
Leviticus 23

THE FEASTS OF THE LORD…

SABBATH / SHABBAT
“And the LORD spoke to Moses, ‘Speak 
to the children of Israel, and say to them: 
The feasts of the LORD, which you shall 
proclaim to be holy convocations, these 
are My feasts. Six days shall work be 
done, but the seventh day is a Sabbath 
of solemn rest, a holy convocation. You 
shall do no work on it; it is the Sabbath 
of the LORD in all your dwellings.’ “

PASSOVER  / PESACH
“These are the feasts of the LORD…  
On the fourteenth day of the first month 
at twilight is the LORD’s Passover. And 
on the fifteenth day of the same month 
is the Feast of Unleavened Bread to 
the LORD; seven days you must eat 
unleavened bread.”

PENTECOST / SHAVUOT
‘Count fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer a 
new grain offering to the LORD.  You 
shall bring from your dwellings two 
wave loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. 
They shall be of fine flour; they shall be 
baked with leaven. They are the firstfruits 
to the LORD.’ 

THE FEAST OF TRUMPETS / 
SHANA TOVAH

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
‘In the seventh month, on the first day 
of the month, you shall have a sabbath-
rest, a memorial of blowing of trumpets, 
a holy convocation. You shall do no 
customary work on it; and you shall offer 
an offering made by fire to the LORD.’ “

(This also became the Jewish Civil New Year)

THE DAY OF ATONEMENT /  
YOM KIPPUR

“Also the tenth day of this seventh month 
shall be the Day of Atonement. It shall be 
a holy convocation for you; ...And you 
shall do no work on that same day, for it is 
the Day of Atonement, to make atonement 
for you before the LORD your God.”

THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES /
SUKKOT

“Speak to the children of Israel, saying: 
‘The fifteenth day of this seventh month 
shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for 
seven days to the LORD. For seven 
days you shall offer an offering made 
by fire to the LORD. On the eighth day 
you shall have a holy convocation, and 
you shall offer an offering made by fire 
to the LORD... And you shall take for 
yourselves on the first day the fruit of 
beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, 
the boughs of leafy trees, and willows of 
the brook; and you shall rejoice before 
the LORD your God for seven days… 
It shall be a statute forever in your 
generations. You shall celebrate it in the 
seventh month. You shall dwell in booths 
for seven days...’ So Moses declared to 
the children of Israel the feasts of the 
LORD.” (In Israel today, the eighth day 
is called Shemeni Atzaret and Simcha 
Torah (the Joy of the Torah).

It should not seem strange to Gentile believers 
that Jewish believers in the Messiah would, in 
most cases, continue to keep Sabbath and the 
Feasts which God gave them. Unfortunately, 
many Gentile believers have little 
understanding nor teaching on these matters.

These were special occasions to remember 
the goodness of God in the lives of His 

people. To remember these wonderful works 
of God is to honour Him.

These festivals were given directly by the 
Father, and deemed to be eternal and though 
prescribed for Israel particularly, why 
should Gentile believers tend to reject these 
special events, and even replace them with 
celebrations which have become traditions 
but not prescribed by God, but rather of 
Pagan origins. I speak of Sunday observance 
and Christmas and Easter celebrations.  

None of these are found in scripture, even 
though they relate to Biblical events, nor were 
they prescribed for New Covenant believers.

The only prescribed observance in the 
New Covenant is that instituted by Jesus 
which was established in the context of the 
Passover Meal and likens the various items 
on the Passover table to significant events 
that were about to take place and all were 
encouraged to remember the miracle works 
of God through them. 

The Communion Service or Lord’s table is 
just such a remembrance service in relation 
to His Body and Blood particularly, in 
which we were instructed to... ‘do this in 
remembrance of Me’.

In the light of Ephesians 2: 11-16, let us 
consider these words of Paul…..

“Therefore remember that you, once 
Gentiles in the flesh—who are called 
Uncircumcision by what is called 
the Circumcision made in the flesh 
by hands—that at that time you were 
without Messiah, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel and strangers 
from the covenants of promise, having 
no hope and without God in the world. 
But now in Messiah Jesus you who once 
were far off have been brought near by 
the blood of Messiah.” 

“For He Himself is our peace, who has 
made both one, and has broken down 
the middle wall of separation, having 
abolished in His flesh the enmity, that 
is, the law of commandments contained 
in ordinances, so as to create in Himself 

one new man from the two, thus making 
peace, and that He might reconcile them 
both to God in one body through the cross, 
thereby putting to death the enmity.” 

(I do not believe that this includes those things 
that God deemed ‘eternal’ as He obviously 
‘knew about’ and planned the New Covenant 
long before it was introduced by Jesus.)

Perhaps there is room for considering the 
greater harmony of fellowship we can have 
with Messianic Jews as we share the New 
Covenant realities of our lives in Messiah.

Since 1993, Marg and I have conducted 
Passover Seders over a meal in churches 
and other venues each year to highlight the 
significance of these Biblical festivals in the 
light of the New Covenant. 

Most have found these occasions very 
meaningful and associated teaching 
enlightening, particularly in the light of 
the Passover Meal that Jesus had with his 
followers shortly before His death and 
subsequent resurrection. 

People are often amazed at the significance and 
meaning hidden in the Passover Service that 
relates directly to Him and to the events at that 
time. Is it reasonable to ignore God’s eternal 
festivals and replace them with those which He 
did not prescribe but are of human invention?

In early January, Marg and I conducted a 
Sabbath Service for 50-60 people in a Baptist 
church near Melbourne where we celebrated 
this Biblical event and had a great evening 
over a meal in worship with prayer, singing 
and dance. 

There is great blessing in welcoming God’s 
Sabbath, as did Moses, the prophets and all 
of Israel. It is also important to remember that 
Sabbath was instituted by God at the time of 
Creation, long before the Law was given. 

Did not Jesus say…. 

“For the Son of Man is Lord even of the 
Sabbath.” Matthew 12:8

___________________________________

Paul and Marg Longfield are available to conduct 
both Sabbath evenings and Passover Services 
in your church on request. Find out how easily 

this can be done with 
detailed guidelines from  
this ministry.

For more information, 
contact them on  
kokim@iprimus.com.au  
or Phone 0410456806 

The Feast of Tabernacles at the Western Wall in Jerusalem

The Passover Table

Unfortunately, 
many Gentile 

believers have little 
understanding  

nor teaching on 
these matters...
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Knives in their hands, or knives in their chests?

Ministry Profile
Rev Fraser J Harding 
is Founder/Director of 
‘Good News for Israel’, 
an Australian based 
Charities and Not-for-
profits organisation which 
commenced operations 
in 2002. Originally an 
Accountant, Fraser also 

completed theological Studies and was 
ordained into the Baptist Ministry. He has 
served full time pastorates in NSW and in the 
UK, as well as pioneering the Evangelistic 
movement ‘Ambassadors for Christ’ in 
Britain for seven years and has conducted 
ministry in 40 countries worldwide.

Connection with Israel
His first visit to Israel was in 1969, and has 
been leading tours to the land for over 20 
years. In 2010 he was the first Australian 
to be appointed as a volunteer guide at the 
Garden Tomb in Jerusalem, and since then 
has served regularly in that capacity. This 
has been a significant opportunity for him 
to share the good news with people from 
all over the world as there are on average 
about 5000 visitors to the Garden on a 
weekly basis who come from a variety of 
backgrounds, countries, and faiths.  

Fraser has been active in Israel support 
ministries for nearly 30 years and is a regular 
teacher at seminars and conferences both in 
Australia and overseas about God’s eternal 
purposes for the land and its people. He is 
in demand as a teacher about the Biblical 
feasts, particularly the Passover. He is a board 
member of ‘Christian Ministry among Jewish 
people’ (CMJ – Australia & NZ) and was a 
former administrator and board member of 

‘Prayer for Israel’ (PFI) in Australia. During 
a 13 year period, as President of the Gold Coast 
based organisation ‘Celebration Shalom’, 
Fraser had significant involvement in the 
process of reconciliation between Christians 
and Jews, which in 2003 resulted in him being 
awarded the Centenary Medal by the Hon John 
Howard, then Prime Minister of Australia.

Ministry Resources
He has authored 
three books, the 
latest is titled 
‘The Jesus I have 
come to know’ 
which is essentially 
about the Jewishness 
of Jesus. This has 
already been used as 
a reference source for 
students undertaking theological studies 
through the Charles Sturt University. His 
organisation ‘Good News for Israel’ is an 
official distributor in Australia and New 
Zealand for various teaching materials. 

These materials include the Hatikvah 
Film DVD Products such as:
• Blessing Curse or Coincidence
• Jerusalem the Covenant City
• The Destiny of Britain
• The Forsaken Promise 
• From Exile to Restoration
• Jacob’s Tears
• Sister Religions? 
• The Land cries out 

The most recent DVD production is titled 
‘Lessons from the life of Lance Lambert’. 
Lance was one of the most distinguished 

Bible Scholars and intercessory leaders in 
Israel and abroad. He died peacefully in May 
2015 in Jerusalem at the age of 84. This DVD 
of approximately 2 hours duration consists 
of a variety of life lessons and table talks as 
Lance recounted his amazing journey with 
the God of Abraham Isaac and Jacob and the 
opportunities he experienced in the Land and 
elsewhere. All DVDs detailed above together 
with Fraser’s latest book are available 
via the Good News for Israel website:  
www.goodnewsforisrael.com 

Associated Speakers
Fraser arranges tours for overseas speakers 
mostly from Israel, and in recent years 
has undertaken itineries for various Israel 

Pastors including David & Karen Davis, 
Peter Tsukahira, Howard Bass and Tony 
Sperandeo, author and journalist David 
Dolan, Tass Saada – author of ‘Once an 
Arafat Man’ who heads up a ministry 
in Jericho, Hugh Kitson producer of the 
above DVDs, and Christine Sakakibara 
from Jerusalem. Christine is returning to 
Australia for ministry in August this year. 

Enquiries about her itinerary may be 
directed to Fraser at 0418 762 402 who 
resides on the Gold Coast in Queensland.

There is no chance of expecting the ABC 
Board or, in particular, its insolent retiring 
Managing Director and ‘editor-in-chief’ 
Mark Scott, will take any action on the serious 
matter of biased Middle East reporting.

This is my sad experience with the ABC 
over many years. Now the situation is made 
more egregious by the fact that some of 
this reporting may encourage extremists. 
It certainly confuses the wider Australian 
public. My cynicism about Mark Scott 
exercising his responsibilities—or, indeed, 
seeing that the ABC Charter is fulfilled—
was brought into focus by his arrogant 
and gratuitous attack on Peter Costello, 
the former Treasurer and now chair of the 
Future Fund, who had questioned the ABC’s 
mandate to expand into the digital area.

There is, however, hope for the ABC. Late last 
year, I led a small group to Sydney who met 
some senior ABC executives, including their 
International Editor (and former Washington 
correspondent) Craig McMurtrie) and Jo 
Puccini, Executive Producer of 7.30. We 
calmly discussed my constituents’ agitation 
with Sophie McNeill’s broadcasts from 
Israel, where she is the ABC’s Jerusalem-
based correspondent. In particular, we 
focused on a program in October when 7.30 
host Leigh Sales introduced a program on the 
stabbings in Israel. Like in other politically 
correct reports, the 7.30 compere equated the 
killers with the victims by saying, ‘Just hours 
ago, Israeli security forces shot two more 
Palestinians after they tried to board a school 
bus south of Jerusalem’.

Leigh Sales is very smart. She has high 
standards. This intro was out of character, 
given the facts. This is what we explained 
to the ABC executives, identifying Ms 
McNeill’s proclivity to equate victim and 
perpetrator. As I asked in Parliament, ‘in 

what moral universe should we say that 
the media should pay more attention to the 
people with knives in their hands than the 
people with knives in their chests?’

As a direct result of that meeting, 7.30 
broadcast on 3 December a program on the 
incitement by the Palestinian Authority and 
various jihadist preachers. The program 
examined the case of 73 year-old Richard 
Lakin, a lifelong supporter of Palestinian–
Israeli reconciliation, who was stabbed to 
death by Palestinian terrorists. Thank you Ms 
Sales, Ms Puccini and Mr McMurtrie.

Earlier, on Channel Ten’s The Bolt Report, 
I drew a parallel between public support for 
police shooting an attacker in the middle of 
a stabbing incident in Endeavour Hills, with 
the situation in Israel. At least 7.30 appears to 
have tried to address the issue of incitement.

Sadly, it’s too little, too late. As Speccie 
contributor Alex Ryvchin recently wrote 
in the Daily Telegraph, ‘Inculcating the 
Palestinian youth with fables of the glory and 
heroism of those who have killed civilians in 
cold blood is standard practice in Palestinian 
society… It is intended to inspire the young 
to emulate their bloody acts, just as students 
in healthier societies would aspire to emulate 
the example of their nations’ great leaders 
and pioneers’. Thanks to years of simplistic, 
biased or incorrect reporting, the public in 
Australia doesn’t understand why the Israeli–
Palestinian peace accords constantly fail. But 
someone else does.

Among the British and Australian MPs 

lampooned in a subsequent December ABC 
report by Ms McNeill was Nobel Prize 
winner Lord David Trimble. Trimble, of 
course, won his Peace Prize for his role in 
the successful conclusion of the Good Friday 
Agreement, between Britain and Ireland, 
after 900 years of conflict. He is a great 
man—it was an honour to be in his presence. 
Unfortunately, Ms McNeill’s automatic 
tendency to retail the Palestinian narrative 
when the UK/ Australian delegation met the 
Palestinian leadership asserted itself once 
again. The Palestinian Education Minister 

Dr Sabri Saidam whinged that the Australian 
and British delegations were rude. And this 
was made worse by the Guardian and Fairfax 
then spinning the confrontation into a tawdry 
domestic hate fest focused on Christopher 
Pyne, Bronwyn Bishop and Tim Wilson. But, 
of course, that’s not what really happened 
nor was ‘rudeness’ the important issue. The 
Australian public should have been told that 
the man who won the Nobel Peace Prize 
set the tone for the meeting by pointing out 
that the frenzied stabbings of Israelis were 
evidence of a hate-soaked education and 
political atmosphere in Palestinian society. 
Trimble explained that, for a decade before 
the Northern Ireland peace agreement was 
concluded, the two sides had worked to 
remove all the disparaging and hateful 
references to the other.

Now, imagine how differently the average 
Australian would have reacted if Sophie 
McNeill’s report had begun something like 

this: ‘Lord Trimble, the architect of peace 
in Northern Ireland, has pleaded with the 
Palestinian education minister to drop 
incitement against Israelis in Palestinian 
education, sports and schools. He and the 
Chair of the British Conservative Party Sir 
Eric Pickles joined Australian Labor MPs 
Glenn Sterle and Tim Watts to question 
the effect of fanaticising Palestinian youth 
by naming three schools after terrorist 
Dalal Mughrabi.’ (Mughrabi murdered 38 
civilians, including 13 children, on a bus on 
the Tel-Aviv - Haifa Highway in 1978). 

Of course, these are far more important issues 
than easy political shots at Bronwyn Bishop, 
with the ABC giving a lazy recounting of the 
Palestinian narrative. The cold, hard reality 
is that a small minority of young Muslims 
are being fanaticised in their bedrooms 
by social media all over the world. While 
the numbers are relatively small, the harm 
they can do is substantial. What happens 
in Israel eventually happens in Paris, San 
Bernardino and even Parramatta. That is 
what the Australian and British delegation 
was raising with the Palestinians rather than 
an infantile dumbing down into parochial, 
domestic politics. Again, I have no hope 
that managing directors like Scott will ever 
understand this. My hope is that people that 
have high standards of journalism, such 
as Craig McMurtrie and Leigh Sales, will 
try to self-correct this pattern of bias in the 
ABC’s Middle East reporting. Fair and 
insightful reporting will be in this dangerous 
time of global jihadist terror a service to  
all Australians.

___________________________________

Originally published in The Spectator 
Australia | 16 January 2016. Republished 
with permission. 

www.spectator.co.uk/australia

Fraser teaching at The Garden Tomb, Jerusalem – The tomb is empty, and Christ is risen!

The moral relativism of the ABC has sunk to new lows – but with one or two journalists there is some hope
MICHAEL DANBY – MP

My hope is that journalists with high  
standards, like Craig McMurtrie and Leigh Sales, will 

correct this pattern of bias
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The European Coalition for Israel (ECI) has 
recently released its European Report from 
2014, which features interviews of Tomas 
Sandell, Andrew Tucker, and Matthijs de Blois, 
following the C4I International / ECI conference 
in Nijkerk in June 2014.

Its primary point of focus was the BDS 
movement, which is rife throughout Europe.

ECI is a joint initiative by major international 
Christian pro-Israel organisations to address 
the issue of growing anti-Semitism in Europe.  
The coalition was formally launched in 
Brussels in 2003, officially cementing long  
term partnerships.

ECI informs political leaders in Brussels 
and throughout Europe about the complex 
realities of the conflict in the Middle East. 
Acknowledging the right for Israel —the only 
democracy in the region—to exist within 
secure borders is a fundamental premise to  
this conversation.

The European Report of 2014 focuses on ECI’s 
work to counter the prominent BDS (Boycott, 
Divest, Sanctions) movement. BDS is a global 
campaign targeting Israel which applies 
economic and political pressure in attempts to 
disrupt the state’s exports. The movement’s 
proponents regularly cite the alleged illegality of 
Jewish settlements in the Judean and Samarian 
disputed regions (commonly referred to as the 
West Bank).

Tomas Sandell (Founder and Director of ECI) 
highlights three major threats for Europe 
approaching June 2014: 

• firstly, the threat of Jihadists returned  
from Syria; 

• secondly, the rise of the European  
far right; 

• and thirdly, the BDS movement which he 
labels ‘sophisticated anti-semitism’. 

At the time of interview, the attacks of gunman 
Mehdi Nemmouche (a 29-year-old French 
national of Algerian origin) who opened fire 
and killed four people at the Jewish Museum of 
Belgium in Brussels, was at the forefront of the 
European conscious. Also in late May were the 
eighth elections for the European Parliament. 
While Nick Griffin of the British National Party 
was not re-elected, the rise of the far right in 

Greece (Golden Dawn) and Hungary (Jobbik) 
signified cause for concern.

Sandell is careful to note that not every 
party which states opposition to integration 
is inherently far-right or anti-Semitic in 
orientation, and that strains of such a movement 
can be beneficial. Yet, he is cautious of Marine 
Le Pen’s French National Front, suggesting it 
will be unable to remove itself from a tarnished 
lineage, having been previously led by Marine’s 
father, convicted xenophobe and antisemite 
Jean Le Pen.

It was the purpose of Andrew Tucker (Executive 
Director of Christians for Israel International) 
to explain the rationale behind the BDS 
movement by unpacking its claim of being 
supported by international law. Proponents of 
the BDS movement claim international law as 
underpinning their position: thus, if such claims 
can be demonstrated to be unsubstantiated 
according to the law, then the consequential 
political activism will carry little weight. 
Specifically, the BDS movement claims 
international law holds Jewish settlements in the 
disputed territories to be illegal; that Israel must 
withdraw from these ‘occupied’ territories; and 
that a Palestinian state must be created.

The claim of illegality applied to Jewish 
settlement in the Judean and Samarian regions 
relies on the Fourth Geneva Convention, from 
which it is claimed that, first, occupied territories 

are illegal according to the Convention; and 
secondly, that the convention prohibits states 
from transferring their population into occupied 
territory. Tucker begins by establishing the 
legitimacy of Israel’s ownership of the Judean 
and Samarian regions which it reclaimed in the 
1967 Six Days War. 

The BDS movement’s primary allegation 
relates to Article 49 of the Convention, which 
states, ‘The Occupying Power shall not deport 
or transfer parts of its own civilian population 
into the territory it occupies.’ Even if the Judean 

and Samarian regions were to be classified as 
‘occupied’, Tucker makes clear that the Jewish 
settlements reflect an entirely different situation 
from those which Article 49 was written to 
address in 1949, namely Germany and Russia 
forcing mass migration into large areas of 
Europe with the intention of ethnic cleansing. 
Israel’s situation is completely different. Jews 
have moved into the Judean and Samarian 
regions out of a deep conviction that they belong 
there in the lands of their forefathers; not to rid 
those places of Arabs, and not because the Israeli 
government has forced them to do so.

Both Andrew Tucker and Matthijs de Blois 
(Lecturer, University of Utrecht) advise that in 
order to confidently assert that the Judean and 
Samarian regions are not ‘occupied’, Israel’s 
‘birth certificate’–of its right to be established 
as a Jewish state in the land–must be stressed. 
This ‘birth certificate’ was decreed well before 

WWII: at the San Remo conference, in the form 
of the British Mandate for Palestine. By stressing 
that the territories today are not ‘occupied’, Jews 
will not be seen as illegal settlers. Thus, the 
sovereignty of the modern State of Israel ought 
to be the basis of contemporary negotiations. 

De Blois points to Article 6 of the Mandate—the 
foundation of discussion regarding territorial 
disputes in the regions—as the legal basis upon 
which Jewish people have the right to settle in 
the land.

All interviewees go on to elucidate the 
ubiquitous influence of the BDS movement 
throughout Western Europe, and the significant 
role that Christians are playing in standing up to 
this insidious and subtle wave of anti-semitism. 
Sandell’s spirited conclusion emphasises the 
importance of only endorsing NGO’s and 
governments that align with our own values, 
‘As citizens we should always use our voice, our 
vote. But also, our ability to shape opinions.’ In 
order to do this, we must be sure of what exactly 
those values are.

Matthew Thorn is the 
Australian Coordinator 
of Isreality (C4I 
Youth Initiative) and 
is studying combined 
bachelor degrees of 
Laws and Arts at  
Monash University 
isrealityaus@gmail.com

By stressing  
that the territories  

today are not ‘occupied’, 
Jews will not be seen  

as illegal settlers. 
Thus, the sovereignty 
of the modern State of 
Israel ought to be the 
basis of contemporary 

negotiations.

Solidarity activists of Palestinians hold a banner reading “Boycott Israel” during a protest in front of the Norwegian Parliament building, Stortinget, Oslo, March 30, 2015.  
The protest took place on Land Day, a day Palestinians commemorate what they profess to be the confiscation of Palestinian-owned land to the State of Israel in 1976.

University of New South Wales students protest for the boycotting of chocolate franchise Max Brenner, 2013



8February 2016 Temple Mount Tensions by Enoch Lavender

The Terror Attack 
Which Galvanised 
the Temple Mount 
Movement
October 29th, 2014 was just another day in 
the life of Temple Mount Activist Yehudah 
Glick. The soft spoken red-headed Rabbi was 
packing his bags into the boot of his car when 
suddenly a man on a motorcycle pulled up. 
With anger rising in his voice the man said in 
broken Hebrew “I am terribly sorry, but you 
are an enemy of al-Aqsa”. With that he pulled 
a gun and fired four rapid shots at point blank 
rage into Yehudah’s unprotected chest. 

We will hear more of what happened to Rabbi 
Glick later in this article. While this attack 
was intended to spell the end for the Temple 
restoration movement, we will see how it 
actually ended up galvanising the movement 
across Israel

A Dream of the Minority
A few years ago, I attended a lecture by a 
practicing Jewish leader. After the lecture, a 
keen Christian asked him about his thoughts 
on rebuilding the Temple. His response 
—which took several of us Christians by 
surprise—was to explain that he was not at 
all interested in the rebuilding of the Temple. 

While many Christian students of Bible 
Prophecy are very excited about the rebuilding 
of the Jewish Temple as setting the stage 
for End Time events, so far only a minority 
of Religious Jews share this interest. After 
the destruction of the second temple by the 
Romans, Judaism adapted itself to a religion 
no longer dependent upon sacrifices. While the 
site of the ancient Temple remains revered, the 
concept of rebuilding the Temple now remains 
a controversial dream of a small minority. 

Fears of an International 
Backlash
In addition, the Temple Mount is today 
occupied by the third holiest site in Islam, 
namely the ‘Al Aqsa Mosque’ and the 
picturesque Dome of the Rock. Any action 
that appears to threaten the sanctity of these 
sites will draw the immediate wrath of the 
Islamic world and could instantly spark 
World War III. 

With the Islamic world united against any 
strengthened Jewish presence on the Temple 
Mount, the dream of a rebuilt Jewish Temple 
has seemed both irresponsible and impossible. 

However, God will have the last word as 
many Bible prophecies about the End of 

Days assume the presence of the Temple. For 
example, Jesus (Mt. 24:15) and Paul (2 Thes. 
2:3-4) prophesied an End Time defilement of 
the Temple. Although some may argue that this 

refers to a ‘spiritual temple’ (i.e the church), 
it is clear that these predictions would have 
been understood by their original listeners as 
referring to the literal building itself. 

God is well able to ensure the rebuilding of 
the Temple despite the seemingly impossible 
odds and it seems that through the story of 
Yehudah Glick, God might well be prying 
open these previously closed doors. 

Returning to Yehudah Glick
Many prayers were being lifted up for Rabbi 
Glick as he was rushed off to hospital. The 

doctors who operated on him amazingly 
reported that none of the four bullets left 
serious lasting damage—one bullet hit his 
spine without touching the spinal cord, while 

another bullet went through his neck passing 
within millimetres of a major artery. 

Being released from hospital less than a 
month later, a pale looking Yehudah Glick 
held a press conference where he praised ‘the 
God who raises the dead’. 

The Revitalised Movement
The months after the assassination attempt 
have been busy for Yehudah as his name has 
now become a household name throughout 
Israel and many new supporters have joined 
the cause. 

Within four months of the attack, a general 
election was held in Israel and Rabbi Glick 
ran for election as a candidate for PM 
Netanyahu’s party. Although he did not 
succeed in entering the Knesset, Yehudah’s 
profile has continued to rise since then and 
recent reports indicate that he is well placed 
to enter the Knesset at the next election. In 
August, Yehudah was granted his first one-
on-one audience with Netanyahu in which 
the PM reportedly expressed warmth, 
understanding and sympathy for Glick’s 
cause. Meanwhile the Temple Mount Institute 
is continuing preparations training young 
priests in performing the ancient sacrifices 
and preparing the holy vessels for the day 
when the Temple is rebuilt.

It appears that the terror attack that was 
meant for evil has strengthened the Temple 
Mount movement and may indeed be a sign 
that we are getting closer to the End Times 
and ultimately to the Coming of Our Lord. 

In addition, there are significant inter-faith 
developments taking place. Despite his 
controversial views regarding the Temple 
Mount, Yehudah Glick has been actively 

involved in interfaith dialogue and believes 
that the Temple should be a ‘house of prayer for 
all nations’. Barely 8 months after the attempt 
on his life, Glick was invited to Turkey to be 
the guest of honour at a Ramadan celebration 
attended by 1000 Muslim Clerics. The event 
was arranged by popular Turkish Muslim 
writer Adnan Oktar, who has publically called 
for the rebuilding of the Jewish temple. It is 
interesting in this context that Revelation 
11:1-2 describe the outer court of the Temple 
as being ‘given to the gentiles’, perhaps 
indicating some kind of shared arrangements 
on the Temple Mount as envisaged by Glick 
and certain Muslim leaders. 

Summary
Despite the progress made so far, the majority 
of religious Jews and the majority of the 
Islamic world are still strongly opposed 
to the rebuilding of the Temple. It would 
require nothing short of a miracle for these 
sentiments to shift enough to allow for the 
rebuilding of the Temple.  

However, just as the restoration of the nation 
of Israel seemed unlikely during her 1900 
years of exile, so God has a way of fulfilling 
what He has repeatedly promised throughout 
the Scriptures. Our God is in complete 
control of world events and we as believers 
can be assured that He is working to set the 
stage for the End Time events and for the 
return of Jesus to rule from The Throne of 
David in Jerusalem.

___________________________________

Ps. Enoch Lavender

Enoch is based at Eastern 
Chinese Christian 
Church in Mt. Waverley, 
Melbourne and involved 
in the leadership of 
Shalom Israel. Shalom 
Israel organises regular 
teaching seminars on Israel 
and Bible Prophecy in 
Melbourne and beyond.  
www.shalomisrael.com.au

With anger rising in his voice [he] said in  
broken Hebrew ‘I am terribly sorry, but you are  
an enemy of al-Aqsa’. With that he pulled a gun  

and fired four rapid shots...

Rabbi Yehudah Glick pictured with Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

Rabbi Yehudah Glick pictured overlooking the Temple Mount
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Isreality International 
'EXPERIENCE ISRAEL' YOUNG ADULTS TOUR 2016

Isreality is the Christians for Israel International movement for young adults (18 – 35 y.o.)

Join Christians for Israel leaders and young adults from around the world
13 days in Israel that will change your life!

DATES:  3 - 15 July 2016 

Tour Leaders:
Marie-Louise Weissenböck – Director, Christians for Israel Austria / Europe
John Henry Nosen – Director, Christians for Israel USA / Norway and YWAM Naples USA

Program Highlights:
  Three days in Galilee, where Jesus taught His disciples 
  Teachings and workshops led by Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, Harald Eckert and Andrew Tucker  
  Four days volunteer work in Jerusalem: soup kitchen, helping Holocaust survivors, or 

refurbishing dilapidated homes�
  Explore Jerusalem�
  Visit the heartland of Israel - Judea and Samaria ('West Bank')
  Rafting on Jordan River 
  Climb Masada and swim in the Dead Sea 
  Meetings with young Israeli people�
  Shabbat dinner in Jerusalem 
  Meeting and fellowship with Palestinian Christians 

Price: US$1290  
  Price is subject to change, and based on a minimum of 15 participants 
  Price includes: registration, shared accommodation (12 nights), two meals per day, tips to guide, 

driver and hotel, all sites, educational materials 
  Price excludes: travel to/from Israel, insurance, visas (where applicable), lunches, beverages, 

transfer to/from airport 

For more information and registration visit our website: www.isreality.org 

PM Netanyahu’s Remarks at the Start of the
Weekly Cabinet Meeting Statement from PM Benjamin Netanyahu’s Office/January 2016

“Following the nuclear agreement 
with Iran, Israel will continue to 
monitor all of Iran's international 
violations, including regarding the 
nuclear agreement, the ballistic 
missile agreement and terrorism. 

The international community must enact 
severe and aggressive sanctions against each 
violation. Were it not for our efforts to lead 
sanctions and thwart Iran's nuclear program, 
Iran would have had nuclear weapons some 
time ago. Israel's policy is exactly as it has been 
– not to allow Iran to obtain nuclear weapons. 

What is clear is that 
Iran will now have 
more resources to 
divert to terrorism 
and its aggression in 
the region and 
around the world, 
and Israel is 
prepared to deal 
with any threat.
 
Discussions with the 
American 
administration are 
currently being 
completed on a 
document of 
understandings for 

the coming decade regarding security 
assistance to the State of Israel. This is an 
important part of permanent policy between 
the United States, our ally, and us, and it is 
important in order to repel threats in the 
region, especially the Iranian threat.
 
We in the Cabinet are continuing to promote 
new businesses in Israel. In continuation of 
the plan we passed a few weeks ago, Interior 
Minister Aryeh Deri and I are submitting to 
the Cabinet the roadmap for implementing 
reforms to the business taxation law. We will 
enact easements for whoever opens a business 
because it is not clear what a person or an 

entrepreneur must do. We are unifying, 
simplifying and clarifying all of the 
requirements in a clear and unified manner. I 
think that this is very important for promoting 
new businesses in Israel.
 
In the same spirit, the Cabinet, Minister Gila 
Gamliel and I are submitting a seemingly 
simple proposal, but one which will make it 
much easier for Israeli citizens because from 
this decision on, citizens will be able to contact 
government ministries by email and not by 
fax. The time has come; this is clear.

I would like to say a word about the NGO law. 
I do not understand how a requirement for 
transparency is anti-democratic; the opposite 
is true. In a democratic regime, we need to 
know who is financing such NGOs, from the 
Right, the Left, up or down. Financing by 
governments is certainly something the public 
should know about; it has a right to know. 

What needs to be done is to adopt the norms 
accepted by the US House of Representatives. 
Therefore I request that this law be advanced 
with two amendments: First, to drop the 
demand that representatives of these NGO's 
wear tags in the Knesset – this is unnecessary. 
Second, to require reports about the first 
shekel or dollar from foreign governments; we 
will thus bring the law in line with what is 
accepted in the US. In my view, these two 

amendments are necessary. I think that they 
are very important.

Now, regarding the double standard that is 
applied to us according to the Swedish Foreign 
Minister who you may recall said that the 
actions of the security forces as well as citizens 
who have used knives to protect themselves 
from being murdered should be investigated in 
accordance with international law. I would like 
to ask her if the incident that happened in 
Sweden last October when a man with, not a 
knife, but a long sword, killed three people and 
was consequently killed by Swedish forces, 
should not also be investigated in accordance 
with international law as an execution?
 

>> It is absolutely clear that 
there is an absurdity and a 
total distortion here, and we 
attack this and reject it 
outright. 

I hope that this spirit will not continue in the 
EU foreign ministers' future discussions. The 
double standard, distortion, attacks and bias 
against Israel will not help the EU to be a 
partner in discussions on the Middle East, but 
even more, this is simply inappropriate and 
unjust and we will not accept it."

February 201608 Commentary

Greg Laurie Shares Jesus’ Teachings on Israel and the End Times Prophecy:
‘Amercia Needs Israel Mor e Than Israel Needs America’

California megachurch pastor Greg 
Laurie shared with the congregation of his 
Harvest Church on Sunday what Jesus 
taught about Israel in the end times, and 
said that the United States needs Israel 
more than Israel needs America.

Israel is a tiny little piece of land, and 
yet we hear so much about the country in 
news, Laurie said in his message, titled, 
"What Jesus taught about Israel in the end 
times.”

"Israel is at the eye of the hurricane of 
the great events of the end times," he stated.

Laurie added that God has said that He 
will bless those who bless Israel and curse 
those who curse Israel.

"One of the reasons God has blessed the 
United States is because of our support to 

Israel. ... America needs 
Israel more than Israel 
needs America … because 
we need the blessing of 
God," the pastor said.

Israel is under attack 
from all sides, he 
emphasized. It is also under 
pressure, including from 
the U.S., he went on to say, 
referring to the recent 50-
day conflict between Israel 
and Gaza. More than 4,500 
rockets were fired from 
Gaza into Israel, and 

America pressured Israel to stand down, the 
pastor said, disapprovingly.

What's common between the enemies of 
Israel and the enemies of the U.S. is that 
they are radical Islamists, and their 
objective is to establish a Caliphate through 
jihad and rule through Shariah, Laurie 
added.

He said the Islamic State terror group is 
targeting Christians in the Middle East and 
elsewhere.

Both Sunni and Shiite radical Muslim 
groups want Jerusalem, he said, quoting 
Zechariah 12:2-3, "I am going to make 
Jerusalem a cup that sends all the 
surrounding peoples reeling. Judah will be 
besieged as well as Jerusalem. On that day, 
when all the nations of the Earth are 

gathered against her, I will make Jerusalem 
an immovable rock for all the nations. All 
who try to move it will injure themselves.”

Laurie preached his message mainly 
from Matthew 24 and 1 Thessalonians 5.

“The Bible is the one book that dares to 
predict the future … with 100% accuracy," 
he said, adding that about 30 percent of the 
Bible is prophecy, and that God wants us to 
know these prophecies. "The more we 
know about the next world, the better we'll 
live in this one.”

According to Ezekiel 37:11-12, Israel 
will be re-gathered as a nation, the pastor 
said. The re-gathering of Israel will be the 
super-sign of the end times, he explained.

He quoted Matthew 24:32-34, "Now 
learn this parable from the fig tree: When 
its branch has already become tender and 
puts forth leaves, you know that summer is 
near. So you also, when you see all these 
things, know that it is near — at the doors! 
Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will 
by no means pass away till all these things 
take place.”

After the re-gathering of Israel, an 
attack will follow from the north of Israel - 
and it could possibly be from Russia or 
Iran, he said. But God will intervene and 
frustrate their plans, he added. The Bible 
prophecy is not to scare us, but to prepare 
us, he said, and reminded the congregation 
that Jesus said, "I will come again.”

He read 1 Thessalonians 5:7-8, which 
reads: "For those who sleep, sleep at night, 
and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. 
But since we belong to the day, let us be 
sober, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a 
helmet.”

Your reaction to the promise of Christ's 
coming is a litmus test of where you stand 
in your belief, he said.

Greg Laurie is the senior pastor of 
Harvest Christian Fellowship in Riverside, 
California and Harvest Orange County in 
Irvine, California. 

Laurie has authored over 70 books 
including Revelation: The Next Dimension, 
As It Is in Heaven, As I See It, Hope for 
Hurting Hearts, Married. Happily., 
Essentials, Upside Down Living, The 
Greatest Stories Ever Told, and many more.

Host of the nationally syndicated radio 
program A New Beginning and television 
program GregLaurie.tv, Laurie is also the 
founder and featured speaker for Harvest 
Crusades and Harvest 
America—contemporary, large-scale 
evangelistic outreaches. More than 5 
million people have attended a Harvest 
Crusades event.

Sourced from The Christian Post

December 2015

Isreality International 
'EXPERIENCE ISRAEL' YOUNG ADULTS TOUR 2016
Isreality is the Christians for Israel International movement for young adults (18 – 35 y.o.)

Join Christians for Israel leaders and young adults from around the world
13 days in Israel that will change your life!

DATES:  2 - 16 July 2016 

Tour Leaders:
Marie-Louise Weissenböck – Director, Christians for Israel Austria / Europe
John Henry Nosen – Director, Christians for Israel USA / Norway and YWAM Naples USA

Program Highlights:
 Three days in Galilee, where Jesus taught His disciples 
 Teachings and workshops led by Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, Harald Eckert and Andrew Tucker  
 Four days volunteer work in Jerusalem: soup kitchen, helping Holocaust survivors, or 


 Visit the heartland of Israel - Judea and Samaria ('West Bank')
 Rafting on Jordan River 
 Climb Masada and swim in the Dead Sea 

 Shabbat dinner in Jerusalem 
 Meeting and fellowship with Palestinian Christians 

Price: AUS$4890 per person  
 Price is subject to change, and based on a minimum of 15 participants 
 Price includes: travel to/from Israel + taxes & return airport transfers, tips to guide, 

educational materials registration, shared accommodation (12 nights), 
two meals per day driver and hotel, all sites, return economy class flights from Australia  

 Price excludes: Insurance, visas (where applicable), lunches, beverages, 

For more information and registration visit our website: www.isreality.org 

our official agent
1300 550 830
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The Only Country ISIS Fears in the 
Middle East is Israel By Samuel Smith, Christian Post Reporter

A German journalist who spent days 
with ISIS told the 'Jewish News' that 
the jihadist group "knows the Israeli 
army is too strong for them."

A German journalist who spent 10 days with 
Islamic State says that the radical jihadist 
group that has captured wide swaths of Syria 
and Iraq is deterred by only one Middle 
Eastern country – Israel.
 
In an interview with the British Jewish News, 
Jurgen Todenhofer recalls his brief time 
behind enemy lines during which he spoke 
with ISIS fighters.
 
“The only country ISIS fears is Israel,” 
Todenhofer, a former member of the German 
parliament, told Jewish News. “They told me 
they know the Israeli army is too strong for 
them.”

The writer said that ISIS wants to lure British 
and American forces into Syria and Iraq, areas 
where it thinks it has an advantage.
 
“They think they can defeat US and UK 
ground troops, who they say they have no 

experience in city guerrilla or terrorist 
strategies,” he told Jewish News. “But they 
know the Israelis are very tough as far as 
fighting against guerrillas and terrorists.”
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS was “preparing the 
largest religious cleansing in history” and that 
he was “pessimistic” that the threat it poses 
could be neutralised. He added that the Paris 
attacks was just the first of “a storm” that is 
coming to Western cities.
 
“They are not scared of the British and the 
Americans, they are scared of the Israelis and 
told me the Israeli army is the real danger. We 
can’t defeat them with our current strategy. 
These people (the IDF) can fight a guerrilla 
war."
 
“In Mosul there are 10,000 fighters living 
among 1.5 million people in 2,000 apartments, 
not in one place – so it would be difficult (for 
western soldiers) to fight them. ISIS fighters 
are ready to die in a war against a western 
soldiers.”
 
Todenhofer said that ISIS plans to topple local 
governments while at the same time carry out 
terrorist atrocities abroad.

“They are a very strong danger for 
Iraq, Syria, Jordan and Libya, while 
the West will be subjected to big acts 
of terrorism instead of a full blown 
ISIS war because they say they don’t 
want too many battles at the same 
time,” he said.
 
The Islamic State released a taped message on 
Saturday with a purported speech by its leader, 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi, in which he threatened 
the Jewish state. 

“We are getting closer to you day by day," said 
the message. "Do not think that we have 
forgotten about you." 
 
"God caused the Jews of the world to gather in 
Israel, and the war against them has become 
easy. It is the obligation of every Muslim to 
carry out Jihad."  

"Jews, you will not enjoy Palestine. God has 
gathered you in Palestine so that the 
Mujahadeen can reach you soon and you will 
hide by the rock and the tree. Palestine will be 
your graveyard," he said. 

The audio message said air strikes by Russia 

and by a US-led coalition had failed to weaken 
the group.
 
"Be confident that God will grant victory to 
those who worship him, and hear the good 
news that our state is doing well. The more 
intense the war against it, the purer it becomes 
and the tougher it gets," Baghdadi added.  
 
The authenticity of the message, posted on 
Saturday on Twitter accounts that have 
published Islamic State statements in the past, 
could not be verified.
 
It slammed Saudi Arabia's efforts to set up a 
coalition of Muslim nations to fight his group.

"If it was an Islamic coalition, it would have 
declared itself free from its Jewish and 
Crusader lords and made killing the Jews and 
the liberation of Palestine its goal," the 
message said.

Free Speech Online Should Not Include Incitement to Violence 

Following the Charlie Hebdo attacks in France, 
it became popular to cite George Bernard 
Shaw’s famous words: “Assassination is the 
extreme form of censorship.” But the 
continuation of the phrase, less quoted, is 
equally significant: “...and it seems hard to 
justify an incitement to it on anti-censorial 
principles.”

Shaw’s point is related to the well-known fact 
that any liberty, taken to extremes, ceases to be 
a liberty when it intrudes on another. As the 
famous adage puts it, one person’s right to 
swing his fist ends with another’s nose. The 
need to define online incitement and act 
against it, even when this involves delimiting 
the bounds of free speech, is a case in point.

The recent terrorist attacks that have seized 
world attention have a definite connection to 
the abuse of online platforms. As facts about 
the shooting of 14 people in San Bernardino 
emerged, it became clear the extent to which 
the terrorists, Tashfeen Malik and her 
husband, Syed Farook, had contact with 
terrorist elements via social networks long 
before carrying out their act of mass murder. 
Significantly, on the day of the attack, Malik 
pledged allegiance to ISIS in a Facebook post.

Following the November 13 attacks in Paris 
that killed some 130 people, it became clear 
that the attackers, a group of ISIS affiliates, 
had used social media to communicate and 
coordinate. It goes without saying that social 
media has been a very significant platform by 
which ISIS gained world attention to begin 
with, in the series of shocking beheading video 
clips that spread virally across the internet, 
starting in 2014.

Does anyone really doubt the connection 
between such grisly videos and the subsequent 
rapid spread of ISIS-affiliated terror attacks 
around the world?

Similarly, the wave of Palestinian terror that 
has been striking Israel in the last few months 
has been strongly influenced by online 
incitement. Since September 13, 2015, 24 people 
have been killed by Palestinian terrorists, and 
259 injured, by stabbings, shootings and 
vehicular ramming attacks.

During this entire period, Palestinian social 
media has been rife with pictures, videos and 
explicit messages calling for such attacks 
against Israelis, some even containing 
anatomical charts explaining where on the 
body to stab for greatest effect.

If ever there has been a clear and imminent 
connection between incitement and actual 
violence, this latest wave of Palestinian terror 
is it.

The First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution is one of the best known and 
most celebrated statements of the principle of 

free speech. Yet, even this right, which is so 
central to democracy and freedom, has its 
limits. The US Supreme Court prohibits 
“advocacy of the use of force” when “such 
advocacy is directed to inciting or producing 
imminent lawless action and is likely to incite 
or produce such action.”

A similar approach has been incorporated 
internationally, as in Article 20 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which stipulates that “Any advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.”

Recognising the prominence of the Internet as 
a means by which terrorists inspire, recruit, 
incite and train adherents, significant 
international cooperation and dialogue has 
been ongoing for many years, both bilaterally 
and under the auspices of multilateral bodies 
such as the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), in an attempt to formulate agreed 
criteria on what counts as incitement, and on 
how to fight it.

Democracies are understandably wary of 
limiting free speech. The dangers of taking 
such limitations too far are well known and 
need to be always kept in mind. This is 
especially true of the Internet and cyberspace, 
given its tremendous potential as a tool for 
empowering the underprivileged and for 
leveling the field between more and less 
developed areas and communities.

But like all technologies, the Internet can be 
abused. Such abuse has already turned it into a 

battlefield, whose victims have been vividly 
displayed in the recent spate of terrorist 
attacks we have all witnessed.

Thus, concern for free speech cannot be used 
as an excuse for inaction. Criteria need to be 
developed to separate legitimate free speech 
from abuses of online technologies which pose 
a clear and imminent threat to the lives and 
well-being of others. Moreover, just as 
newsprint and broadcast media are expected to 
act responsibly by not serving as a means for 
inciting to violence, so too must social media 
platforms, and the companies which stand 
behind them, be bound by the same sense of 
social responsibility.

Innocent people are losing their lives in places 
as far afield as San Bernardino, Paris and 
Jerusalem because of violence driven by 
fanaticism and intolerance. Adherents of such 
fanaticism are resorting to different means for 
promoting it and for recruiting the terrorists 
who act on it.

Social networks and online platforms are just 
the latest technology through which the age-
old practice of incitement to violence is being 
carried out today.

Responsible democratic governments need to 
develop the legal criteria and technical means 
of defining and enforcing the online boundary 
between free speech and incitement towards 
violence. Not to do so endangers the lives of 
innocent people and amounts to the ultimate 
act of censorship, by forever silencing the 
voices of terrorism’s victims.

By Tzipi Hotovely, Deputy Prime Minister of Israel

Iran’s Nuclear Deal 
"Israel will continue to monitor the 
implementation of the agreement and will 
warn about any violation. Even after the 
signing of the nuclear agreement, Iran has 

not relinquished its aspiration to obtain 
nuclear weapons and it will continue to 
undermine stability in the Middle East and 
spread terrorism around the world while 

violating its international obligations. 
The major powers and the IAEA must 
closely monitor activity at Iran's nuclear 
installations and other sites in order to verify 
that it is not continuing to develop nuclear 
weapons in secret. Unless there is an 
appropriate response to each violation, Iran 
will understand that it can continue to 

develop nuclear weapons, undermine 
regional stability and spread terrorism.

Israel will continue to monitor the situation 
and warn about Iran's negative activity, and 
will do everything necessary to safeguard its 
security and defend itself."

Statement from PM Benjamin Netanyahu’s Office/January 2016

Following the Charlie Hebdo attacks in France, 
it became popular to cite George Bernard 
Shaw’s famous words: “Assassination is the 
extreme form of censorship.” But the 
continuation of the phrase, less quoted, is 
equally significant: “...and it seems hard to 
justify an incitement to it on anti-censorial 
principles.”

Shaw’s point is related to the well-known fact 
that any liberty, taken to extremes, ceases to be 
a liberty when it intrudes on another. As the 
famous adage puts it, one person’s right to 
swing his fist ends with another’s nose. The 
need to define online incitement and act 
against it, even when this involves delimiting 
the bounds of free speech, is a case in point.

The recent terrorist attacks that have seized 
world attention have a definite connection to 
the abuse of online platforms. As facts about 
the shooting of 14 people in San Bernardino 
emerged, it became clear the extent to which 
the terrorists, Tashfeen Malik and her 
husband, Syed Farook, had contact with 
terrorist elements via social networks long 
before carrying out their act of mass murder. 
Significantly, on the day of the attack, Malik 
pledged allegiance to ISIS in a Facebook post.

Following the November 13 attacks in Paris 
that killed some 130 people, it became clear 
that the attackers, a group of ISIS affiliates, 
had used social media to communicate and 
coordinate. It goes without saying that social 
media has been a very significant platform by 
which ISIS gained world attention to begin 
with, in the series of shocking beheading video 
clips that spread virally across the internet, 
starting in 2014.

Does anyone really doubt the connection 
between such grisly videos and the subsequent 
rapid spread of ISIS-affiliated terror attacks 
around the world?

Similarly, the wave of Palestinian terror that 
has been striking Israel in the last few months 
has been strongly influenced by online 
incitement. Since September 13, 2015, 24 people 
have been killed by Palestinian terrorists, and 
259 injured, by stabbings, shootings and 
vehicular ramming attacks.

During this entire period, Palestinian social 
media has been rife with pictures, videos and 
explicit messages calling for such attacks 
against Israelis, some even containing 
anatomical charts explaining where on the 
body to stab for greatest effect.

If ever there has been a clear and imminent 
connection between incitement and actual 
violence, this latest wave of Palestinian terror 
is it.

The First Amendment to the United States 
Constitution is one of the best known and 
most celebrated statements of the principle of 

free speech. Yet, even this right, which is so 
central to democracy and freedom, has its 
limits. The US Supreme Court prohibits 
“advocacy of the use of force” when “such 
advocacy is directed to inciting or producing 
imminent lawless action and is likely to incite 
or produce such action.”

A similar approach has been incorporated 
internationally, as in Article 20 of the 
International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights, which stipulates that “Any advocacy of 
national, racial or religious hatred that 
constitutes incitement to discrimination, 
hostility or violence shall be prohibited by law.”

Recognising the prominence of the Internet as 
a means by which terrorists inspire, recruit, 
incite and train adherents, significant 
international cooperation and dialogue has 
been ongoing for many years, both bilaterally 
and under the auspices of multilateral bodies 
such as the UN Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC), in an attempt to formulate agreed 
criteria on what counts as incitement, and on 
how to fight it.

Democracies are understandably wary of 
limiting free speech. The dangers of taking 
such limitations too far are well known and 
need to be always kept in mind. This is 
especially true of the Internet and cyberspace, 
given its tremendous potential as a tool for 
empowering the underprivileged and for 
leveling the field between more and less 
developed areas and communities.

But like all technologies, the Internet can be 
abused. Such abuse has already turned it into a 

battlefield, whose victims have been vividly 
displayed in the recent spate of terrorist 
attacks we have all witnessed.

Thus, concern for free speech cannot be used 
as an excuse for inaction. Criteria need to be 
developed to separate legitimate free speech 
from abuses of online technologies which pose 
a clear and imminent threat to the lives and 
well-being of others. Moreover, just as 
newsprint and broadcast media are expected to 
act responsibly by not serving as a means for 
inciting to violence, so too must social media 
platforms, and the companies which stand 
behind them, be bound by the same sense of 
social responsibility.

Innocent people are losing their lives in places 
as far afield as San Bernardino, Paris and 
Jerusalem because of violence driven by 
fanaticism and intolerance. Adherents of such 
fanaticism are resorting to different means for 
promoting it and for recruiting the terrorists 
who act on it.

Social networks and online platforms are just 
the latest technology through which the age-
old practice of incitement to violence is being 
carried out today.

Responsible democratic governments need to 
develop the legal criteria and technical means 
of defining and enforcing the online boundary 
between free speech and incitement towards 
violence. Not to do so endangers the lives of 
innocent people and amounts to the ultimate 
act of censorship, by forever silencing the 
voices of terrorism’s victims.

Mourning in Paris after the November 13 attacks. The 
attackers used social media to communicate and coordinate
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The Letters of the Aleph-bet: Bet - ב
The letter bet has two different 
pronunciations, depending on its place in 
the word. As the first letter of a word, it is 
usually pronounced as b, whereas in the 
middle or at the end it is pronounced as v or 
w. In Semitic languages, bet means ‘house’, 
and a stylised picture of a house was the 
ancient original form in which the letter was 
written, already in Egyptian hieroglyphs.
 
The Bible opens with the letter bet: bereshit  
(in the beginning). Jewish tradition tells us 
that the creation of the world began with 

the bet. Why? Because it is also the first 
letter of the word berakhah, which means 
‘blessing’. Creation thus stands under the 
mark of God’s blessing. God creates the 
world out of His love and mercy. He desires 
to make a dwelling among humankind. That 
is His objective with creation as a whole, and 
man in particular. The bet therefore also 
refers to the house of God. In Isaiah 56:7 God 
says: “for my house will be called a house of 
prayer for all nations,” a verse that is often 
written on top of the entrance to a 
synagogue. 

Another explanation says that the bet is 
closed to three sides, but open at the front. 
The Midrash (traditional rabbinic Bible 
exposition) explains that we are not allowed 
to ask what was underneath, above or 
behind creation, but only from the day the 
world was created and thereafter. 

The numerical value of the bet is two. 
Therefore, we can learn from the fact that 
creation originated from the bet that there 
are two worlds: this world and the coming. 
The Talmud says that this world was created 

with the letter he (the fifth letter) and the 
next world with the letter yod (the tenth).

>> Together these letters 
form one of the names of 
God.

In the Talmud each letter receives a symbolic 
meaning: “Aleph bet means: learn (Hebrew: 
alleiph) wisdom” (Hebrew: binah, which 
begins with a bet). 

By Kees de Vreugd

Holiday Miracle in New York: UN Recognises
Yom Kippur as official holiday Sourced from European Coalition for Israel

New York, December 21st, 2015 – In 
one of the last working days before 
Christmas, the United Nations has 
officially recognised the Jewish 
holiday Yom Kippur as an official UN 
holiday. 

For the first time in its 70-year history UN 
employees who observe Jewish faith will have 
the day off and there will be no official 
meetings on this day. The decision implements 
General Assembly resolution 69/250 which was 
adopted last year.  The resolution adds Yom 
Kippur, Day of Vesak, Diwali, Gurpurab, 
Orthodox Christmas and Orthodox Good 
Friday in addition to President´s Day, to a 

floating holiday which the employees can 
choose for themselves. Christmas Day, Good 
Friday, Eid al-Fitr and Eid al-Adha have 
previously been recognised as official UN 
holidays.

The decision comes after two and a half years 
of active campaigning by the Israeli Permanent 
Mission to the UN and the European Coalition 
for Israel. The idea to have the UN recognise 
Yom Kippur as a holiday was first floated by 
ECI in a meeting with the Israeli government 
in the summer of 2013. On October 1st, Israeli 
Deputy Foreign Minister Zeev Elkin presented 
the request to the Deputy Secretary General of 
the UN Jan Eliasson in conjunction with the 
High level week of the 68th session of the UN 
General Assembly.

But it would take until May 12th, 2014 before 
the Israeli Ambassador to the UN, Ron Prosor 
presented an open letter to all UN member 
states, requesting their support for the 
initiative. The request was officially presented 
at a luncheon of the newly formed ECI 
initiative Forum for Cultural Diplomacy, 
which marked 65 years of Israeli membership 
of the UN.

Sixty-five (38 + 27 EU) UN member states have 
expressed their support for the request. 
The United States, in particular the US 
Ambassador to the UN, Samantha Power, 
played a crucial role in agreeing to make the 
American holiday, President’s day, a floating 
holiday which can be replaced by any of the 
new religious holidays. This way the initiative 
was prevented from being blocked by the anti-
Israel majority of the UN. The other religious 
holidays which were given UN recognition 
alongside Yom Kippur, were part of a 
compromise agreement which helped secure 
the support of UN member states representing 
other major religions.

In meetings with UN officials in New York on 
Friday, ECI Director for UN Affairs Gregory 
Lafitte and ECI Founding Director Tomas 
Sandell expressed their appreciation over the 
decision which is an important step for better 
inclusion of Israel and the Jewish people in the 
family of nations by respecting their most holy 
day in the calendar year.

The recognition was made possible thanks to 
the active support of senior UN officials, 
including the Secretary General Ban Ki-moon, 

who on September 21st attended a special 
Tashlich ceremony at the UN headquarters in 
preparation for Yom Kippur. The ceremony 
was hosted by the Israeli Permanent Mission 
to the UN and the Forum for Cultural 
Diplomacy.

- This decision shows that Israel has, in fact, 
many more friends at the UN than those who 
generally stand with Israel in critical votes. By 
highlighting the universal values of the Jewish 
holidays we can bring nations closer to Israel 
as we at the same time strengthen the values 
of the UN charter, Lafitte said.
European Coalition for Israel commended the 
Israeli Permanent Mission to the UN which 
has tirelessly worked to see the recognition 
become a reality.

>> There could be no better 
way to commence the 
Christmas holidays than to 
celebrate the fact that after 70 
years the UN will finally 
recognise Yom Kippur as an 
official UN holiday, Sandell 
concluded.

‘Heroic’ Palestinians Stab Israeli Mother, Pregnant Woman

Palestinian Arab terrorists, so often described 
as “heroic” by Palestinian leaders and media, 
recently demonstrated their tremendous 
bravery by stabbing a petite, defenseless Israeli 
mother and a pregnant Jewish woman.

In January, a Palestinian terrorist entered the 
home of Dafna Meir in the Jewish settlement 

of Otniel and brutally stabbed her to 
death in front of three of her six 
children. A day later, another knife-
wielding Palestinian seriously 
wounded a 30-year-old pregnant 
woman in the nearby Jewish 
community of Tekoa.

Meir’s older teenage daughter 
witnessed the attack, and told 
authorities that her mother wrestled 
with the terrorist to prevent him from 

harming any of the children. By some miracle, 
after fatally stabbing Meir, the terrorist fled 
the scene instead of killing the children.

Two of the six children in the Meir household 
are foster children. Dafna was also a nurse at 
Soroka Medical Center in Beersheva, where 

she treated Jews and Arabs, alike. Adding to 
her saintliness, the apparently tireless Meir 
provided couples’ counseling.

>> Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu vowed that no 
effort would be spared in 
bringing justice to the killer.

“In the name of all Israelis, I want to give 
strength to all the children of the family. All of 
us are hurting and share in the painful grief. 
We will find the terrorist, and he will pay the 
full price for this heinous murder,” Netanyahu 
posted on Facebook.

Defence Minister Moshe Ya’alon concurred: 
“We will not rest until we settle accounts with 

the terrorist, wherever he is. (Dafna Meir’s) 
murder…teaches us yet again what a cruel 
enemy we are up against.”

Monday’s attack took place at a clothing 
warehouse in the Judean settlement of Tekoa, 
essentially a suburb of Jerusalem. Security 
guards managed to shoot and kill the terrorist, 
but not before he inflicted serious upper body 
injuries to his pregnant victim, who was taken 
to a hospital in the capital.

In light of the two attacks, Israeli security 
officials are reconsidering allowing Palestinian 
workers into Jewish settlements. Both of the 
above terrorists are believed to have gained 
entry to Otniel and Tekoa by being employed 
by local Jewish businesses.

Sourced from Israel Today
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Can a Muslim Arab Be a Proud Zionist?
Israeli Arab Sarah Zoabi became the 
focus of local media attention after 
her son Mohammed spoke out 
publicly in support of the Jewish 
state. Israel Today reporter Ryan 
Jones visited with Zoabi in her 
hometown of Nazareth.

Israel Today: Your son created quite a stir 
among those who found it strange that a young 
Arab Muslim can love Israel. How did 
Mohammed grow up thinking this way?
Zoabi: They say that the apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree! I am a proud Arab, Muslim, 
Israeli and Zionist. I believe that the Jewish 
people have the right to their own state. They 
have suffered enough.

But many accuse Israel of imposing that same 
kind of suffering on the Palestinians.
The Palestinians are suffering, but under their 
own leadership. If they would stop terrorism 
and recognise the right of Israel to exist, I 
think their suffering would end. Israeli Arabs 
do not suffer! Some claim there is 
discrimination, but we live much better than 
Arabs living under Arab rule.

You, as an Arab surrounded by Jews, don’t 
experience discrimination?
I really admire the Jewish people. After all they 
suffered, they bounced back and built this 
country that respects everyone. I am sure that 
an Arab woman in any other country around 
does not possess the rights that I have.

But Israel’s detractors say it is an ‘apartheid’ 
state.
Apartheid!? That would mean separate buses 
for Arabs and Jews. Does such a thing exist 
here? Or segregated coffee shops. Does that 
exist here? These accusations need to stop. We 
coexist excellently. Together we will go 
through fire and water, Arabs and Jews. I reject 
everything that they say about Israel because I 
live here and I know what I am talking about. 
And I say this as an Arab woman, a Muslim,
and a proud Israeli. 

But many Israeli Arabs support these 
accusations. 
I am convinced that deep down all Israeli 
Arabs know the truth. Unfortunately, many 
people are brainwashed. Those Israeli Arabs 
who talk like this, let’s ask them if they want to 
go and live in the West Bank under the 
Palestinian Authority. No thanks, they quickly 

say, we are happy here. Suddenly they are 
happy here! We are happy here!

There is no (institutionalised) discrimination 
or racism. But I can’t claim rights without 
accepting responsibilities. I can’t watch one 
woman’s son drafted into the army to
defend us all while I sit at home with my son 
and complain about unequal rights.

Is there hope for peace?
Israel gave up the entire Sinai (Peninsula) 
when (Egyptian President) Anwar Sadat 
genuinely offered his hand in peace. This 
proves that Israel wants peace, but peace with
those that are genuine. You cannot say you 
want peace, and a week later commit terrorist 
violence.

It starts at home. Every mother must educate 
her children to love others without exception. 
If I raise my son to hate, how would he know 
to love and how could peace be possible?

But so many young Palestinians have been 
raised to hate. The situation seems hopeless.
It is forbidden to lose hope! There is hope for 
peace! The Palestinians look at the Israeli 
Arabs and see that we live well.

What can Israel do to help more Arabs see 
things as you do?
Citizenship without loyalty cannot exist. I 
think anyone who is loyal and accepts their 
responsibilities won’t have any problems. Israel 
will accept and embrace you. 

Recognise (the Jews), understand them, honor 
them and you will not be sorry. I know this 
from personal experience.

Sourced from Israel Today

2,700-Year-Old Seal of King Hezekiah
In a dramatic news conference at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
archeologist Eilat Mazar exhibited a 
rare, tiny clay seal (bulla) displaying 
the inscription: “to Hezekiah (son of) 
Ahaz King of Judah.” The bulla with 
ancient Hebrew script shows a
two-winged sun with two ankh (a tau 
cross with a loop on the top) symbols 
representing eternal life.

The bulla was found in a garbage dump from 
the time of Hezekiah (727-698 BC) that was 
part of the royal compound built between the 
City of David and the Temple Mount. The seal 

was among 33 
different bullae 
uncovered, some
with Hebrew 
names.

“Although seal 
impressions 
bearing King 
Hezekiah’s name 
have already been 
known from the 
antiquities market 
since the middle of 
the 1990s—some 
with a winged 
scarab (beetle) symbol and others with a

winged sun - this 
is the first time 

that a seal 
impression of an 

Israelite or Judean 
king has ever 

come to light in a 
scientific 

archaeological 
excavation,” said 

Mazar. “This is the 
closest we can get 
to a king we know 

from the Bible.”

She noted two 
possible explanations for the change of the 

king’s insignia from a scarab to a winged sun. 
One might come from Assyrian symbolism of 
the winged sun representing
a confident sovereign. The second may signify 
the king’s awakened recognition of the God of 
Israel as the protector of his kingship.

According to Mazar, the unique addition of the 
two ankhs was done after the king was 
miraculously healed by God from a life 
threatening disease (Isaiah 38).

“It’s always a question, what are the real facts 
behind the biblical stories,” said Mazar.
“Here we have a chance to get as close as 
possible to the person himself, to the king 
himself.”

Sourced from Israel Today

Laetitia Beck is slated to represent 
Israel in the golf competition at 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. Quite an accomplishment 
for a young girl from a country 
where there is just one golf course!

A year ago, Beck became the first Israeli to 
win a spot on the LPGA, the prestigious 
professional women’s golf tour. To grasp 
this amazing achievement, consider that 
only 20 golfers a year from every nation in 
the world win a place in the LPGA.

“This is unprecedented,” says Boaz Segev, 
the golf pro at the Caesarea Golf Club 
where Beck learned to play the game. 
“There are only about 100 kids who grew up 
playing golf here!”

Beck, 23, sees Rio as the opportunity of a 
lifetime. “My dream was to get into the 
PGA which is the highest attainment for a 
golfer,” she told Israel Today. “That I can 
now play golf for Israel at the Olympics 

makes me very 
happy. It gives 
me an even 
higher 
purpose.”

Israel typically 
sends a small 
number of 
players to the 
Olympics, so 
all eyes of the 
nation will be 
watching their 
lone player in 
golf. Beck 
cannot avoid the stress that comes to 
anyone competing under the Israeli flag on 
the world’s biggest stage.

“As the time draws nearer, I think about it 
more and more. I know I will be nervous,” 
says the youngster about the challenge she 
will face at the Summer Games in August. “I 
know that I need to begin getting ready 
mentally as we approach the crucial months 

in the race to the Olympics.”

Beck is from a family of ardent Zionists. She 
displays the flag of Israel on her golf shoes 
and sometimes on her hat or clubs, while 
wearing a necklace with a Star of David.

“When I play golf I’m very proud to 
represent Israel,” she says. “My goal is to 
represent Israel and the Jewish people.”

Israeli Golfer at the Olympics
Sourced from Israel Today

‘OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME’
Beck is proud to represent Israel

Two Israeli students took home the award for
most innovative technique for preserving food.
They were the first-prize winners of the 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Student 
Competition for Prevention of Food Losses 
held in Tel Aviv. A total of 17 teams took part 
in the contest, including students from the 7th 
through 12th grades. It was sponsored in part 
by the research arm of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The goal was to come up with an 
innovation that would keep food fresh and 
minimise spoiling. The winning product uses 
absorptive silica gel which is injected into 
objects of any shape, even something as small 
as a golf ball. It reduces moisture and extends 
the shelf life of products. The winners are from 
Ayonot, a youth village south of Tel Aviv. They 
are the proud recipients of a cash prize of 
15,000 shekels (about US$3,900).

Teens Win with
Unique Technique
Sourced from Israel Today
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Orthodox Rabbis Bring Jesus Home for Christmas 
More than 25 prominent rabbis from Israel and 
abroad recently issued a statement calling for a 
renewed look at Jesus, Christians and the New 
Testament faith. Quoting from their own 
sages, these outstanding  Orthodox rabbis are 
not ashamed to exalt the name of Jesus, 
welcoming the carpenter from Nazareth back 
into the Jewish fold.

“Jesus brought a double goodness to the 
world,” declares the group of well-known 
rabbis. “On the one hand he strengthened the 
Torah of Moses majestically…  and not one of 
our Sages spoke out more emphatically 
concerning the immutability of the Torah,” 
and on the other hand “he removed idols from 
the nations.” 

Saying that Jesus, even more than any other 
Jewish Sage, honored, strengthened and 
protected the “immutability of the Torah,” is 
an extraordinary acknowledgement. These 
leading rabbis are turning the tides of history 
by removing one of the main stumbling blocks 
in the path of a major Jewish reclamation of 
Jesus!

You will recall, that religious Jews rejected 
Jesus from the beginning, with the accusation 
that he did not obey the Torah, therefore he 
could not be the awaited Messiah. In the New 
Testament, we find the Pharisees arguing with 
Jesus over Sabbath rules, dietary laws, ritual 
cleanliness, marriage regulations and more. 
They insisted that Jesus cannot be the Messiah 
because “he is teaching everywhere not to obey 
Moses.” (Acts 6:14) 

What we are now witnessing is the undoing of 
2,000 years of Jewish rejection and animosity 

towards Jesus, a miracle by any estimation. For 
the out-and-out refusal by Jews to accept Jesus 
is slowly, but surely, coming to an end, as 
growing numbers of prestigious Orthodox 
rabbis welcome Jesus back.

And there is more. “After nearly two millennia 
of mutual hostility and alienation, we 
Orthodox Rabbis who lead communities, 
institutions and seminaries in Israel, the 
United States and Europe… seek to do the will 
of our Father in Heaven by accepting the hand 
offered to us by our Christian brothers and 
sisters,” the statement reads.

>> Two thousand years of 
Christian Anti-Semitism, 
Crusades, Inquisitions and a 
Holocaust can not keep the 
Star of Bethlehem from rising 
again in Israel. 

This call by these distinguished rabbis to 
embrace Christians as “brothers and sisters” is 
no less a miracle. For Jews to accept Christians 
with such endearment, after so much 
misunderstanding and anti-Semitic ugliness, 
can only be understood as a divine work of 
heavenly grace, the likes of which I find 
unfathomable.

For as this group of Orthodox rabbis points 
out, it is their “Father in Heaven” who is 
calling the Jewish people to lay down the past, 
put aside the enmity, and willingly embrace 
Christians and their faith in Jesus. That, my 
friends, is the deeper work of the Holy Spirit as 
spoken about throughout Scripture. 

As Rabbi Dr. Eugene Korn, Academic Director 
of the Center for Jewish-Christian 
Understanding & Cooperation points out, 
“This proclamation’s breakthrough is that 
influential Orthodox rabbis across all centers 
of Jewish life have finally acknowledged that…  
Christianity and Judaism have much in 
common spiritually and practically. Given our 
toxic history, this is unprecedented in 
Orthodoxy.”

In their statement, the rabbis want to find a 
way to acknowledge the differences between 
Christian and Jewish beliefs, without taking, or 
giving, offense. “As did Maimonides and 
Yehudah Halevi, we acknowledge that 
Christianity is neither an accident nor an 
error, but the willed divine outcome and gift to 
the nations. In separating Judaism and 
Christianity, G-d willed a separation between 
partners with significant theological 
differences, not a separation between 

enemies,” the statement concludes. These so-
called “significant theological differences” 
between Christianity and Judaism are really 
about Jesus. He is the stumbling block. Jesus 
may be Messiah, Son of the Living God for the 
Gentiles, but my Jewish people are still not 
quite sure just who he is for them. 

So while these rabbis are making major and 
unprecedented strides in bringing my people 
closer to Jesus, they are still far from the truth. 
For if Jesus is the Messiah for the Gentiles, 
how much more must he be for the Jews?

>> Perhaps Jesus will not 
quite be at home this 
Christmas in Israel, or Jewish 
homes around the world, but 
he is certainly knocking on the 
door.

Sourced from Israel Today

“They Cannot Get Us Anymore” 
Exodus of French Jews Asks for a Maximum Effort

Créteil, Paris. We sit around the table 
in a small but cosy apartment. The 
building is located in a nice street in 
this suburb of Paris. It is nicer than 
one would expect. On our way to 
Créteil we thought we would end up 
in a concrete district with dumpsters 
and unemployment. However, this 
part of the infamous Paris suburbs 
turns out to be a nice neighbourhood 
for commuters. 

The doorbell rings - one of the kids opens the 
door. It is a neighbour who comes to pick up 
his daughter who stayed for a play date. He 
stares at his mobile phone. ‘Have you heard? 
They found Alain Ghozland’ dead at his home. 
You know, he was a member in the town 
council. When he did not show up at the 
evening prayer in the synagogue, his brother 
went to his house. He found him dead. 
Murdered.’ Raquel is shocked by the news, her 
youngest daughter looks up startled. Quickly 
she puts her arm around the girl: ‘But they 
cannot get us anymore,’ she says. Raquel, her 
husband Stéphane and their four children 
organized their travel documents with the 
Jewish Agency. On June 1, the family will go to 
Israel permanently. The six of them are part of 
the 15,000 French Jews who plan to make 
aliyah in 2016 - "to go up" to Jerusalem.

If people had predicted a decade ago that Israel 
would have to deal with aliyah from France, 
they would not have been taken seriously. Nor 

would it have been conceivable that 
representatives of Ebenezer Operation Exodus 
and Christians for Israel would have been 
asked by the Jewish Agency to assist in this 
aliyah. However, a delegation from Christians 
for Israel recently travelled to France to get 
further acquainted with the situation in 
France. 

‘Anti-Semitism in France not only has an 
Islamic origin,’ with these words Xavier 
Darrieutort begins his presentation earlier that 
day. Darrieutort is national coordinator of the 
work of Ebenezer in France. ‘Anti-Semitism 
also has deep roots in the French Catholic 
culture. It was always there, but in the last 
years it became topical.’ On the screen appear 
the photos of the attack in Toulouse in 2012, 
the violent riots in 2014 during the Gaza war, 
and the attacks on the offices of the satirical 
magazine Charlie Hebdo and the Jewish 
supermarket in January 2015. ‘We see that we 
are living in prophetic times,’ Darrieutort 
continues his explanation. ‘Our mission is to 
help and show our love to the Jews, 
recognizing that this may well be the days of 
the hunters.’ With this he refers to the words 
of the prophet Jeremiah: ‘After that I will send 
for many hunters, and they will hunt them 
down on every mountain and hill and from the 
crevices of the rocks.’ (Jeremiah 16:16b)

'Notorious are the massive and extremely 
violent riots in 2014,’ Darrieutort continues. 
‘People chanted openly in the streets “Death to 
the Jews!", a very shocking experience for 
many Jews. It was then that we were first 

contacted by people who immediately 
wanted to leave France. The emigration 
wave started right after this happened. 
Of course the French government was 
shocked as well, and now they emphasize 
time and again that "France is not France 
anymore without her Jews." That in itself 
is true, if you realize for example that 
close to 30% of the surgeons and other 
specialists in the hospitals are Jewish. 
This shows you that Israel is dispersed 
among the nations to be a blessing there. 
Upsetting is that anti-Semites point out 
the same data and say that it shows that Jews 
have too much power.’

In the meantime, the figures speak for 
themselves. In 2013 3,500 Jews left from France 
to Israel; in 2014 - the year of the riots - more 
than 7,000 people left; last year 8,000 left 
according to official figures. According to 
various sources it is estimated that 10,000 Jews 
left France in 2015, this includes people who 
already had a home in Israel. Based on this 
data, the Jewish Agency expects that 15,000 
people want to make aliyah in 2016. ‘The 
extent of the increase overtook us,’ Darrieutort 
continues. ‘In October last year we helped two 
or three families every week with their 
departure. People hear about us and call us for 
help. These are often emotional conversations, 
especially when we talk about our motivation 
to help them. We point to what the prophets 
said about the great return. That impresses the 
Jews whom we talk to. It is not uncommon 
that one sees this as part of the Messianic 
times to come.’ 

The motivation of Christians to help is also 
shared with Raquel and Stéphane that evening. 
‘I heard about you through my cousin, who 
earlier went to Israel,’ says Raquel. Melanie, 
one of the volunteers from Ebenezer, goes over 
a checklist. Are there enough bags? Is there 
contact with a moving company? ‘Frankly, it 
was always my dream to move to America,’ 
Raquel confesses. ‘This changed in 2014, after 
the riots. Then, suddenly, I realized that what 
happened here, could happen in America. I 
told Stéphane at that moment: let’s stop 
talking, we will go! Here, the Jewish life stops, 
the kosher shops are closed, people are leaving. 
I want my children to live a Jewish life. I 
believe that is our main motivation. A Jewish 
life for the children in the Promised Land.’ She 
laughs: ‘So the words of the prophets indeed. 
Also because you as Christians help us!’

You can help the Jews of France to 
return home to Israel by making a 
donation to support Aliyah.

By André Diepenbroek, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Photo sourced from Christians for Israel, International
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Can a Muslim Arab Be a Proud Zionist?
Israeli Arab Sarah Zoabi became the 
focus of local media attention after 
her son Mohammed spoke out 
publicly in support of the Jewish 
state. Israel Today reporter Ryan 
Jones visited with Zoabi in her 
hometown of Nazareth.

Israel Today: Your son created quite a stir 
among those who found it strange that a young 
Arab Muslim can love Israel. How did 
Mohammed grow up thinking this way?
Zoabi: They say that the apple doesn’t fall far 
from the tree! I am a proud Arab, Muslim, 
Israeli and Zionist. I believe that the Jewish 
people have the right to their own state. They 
have suffered enough.

But many accuse Israel of imposing that same 
kind of suffering on the Palestinians.
The Palestinians are suffering, but under their 
own leadership. If they would stop terrorism 
and recognise the right of Israel to exist, I 
think their suffering would end. Israeli Arabs 
do not suffer! Some claim there is 
discrimination, but we live much better than 
Arabs living under Arab rule.

You, as an Arab surrounded by Jews, don’t 
experience discrimination?
I really admire the Jewish people. After all they 
suffered, they bounced back and built this 
country that respects everyone. I am sure that 
an Arab woman in any other country around 
does not possess the rights that I have.

But Israel’s detractors say it is an ‘apartheid’ 
state.
Apartheid!? That would mean separate buses 
for Arabs and Jews. Does such a thing exist 
here? Or segregated coffee shops. Does that 
exist here? These accusations need to stop. We 
coexist excellently. Together we will go 
through fire and water, Arabs and Jews. I reject 
everything that they say about Israel because I 
live here and I know what I am talking about. 
And I say this as an Arab woman, a Muslim,
and a proud Israeli. 

But many Israeli Arabs support these 
accusations. 
I am convinced that deep down all Israeli 
Arabs know the truth. Unfortunately, many 
people are brainwashed. Those Israeli Arabs 
who talk like this, let’s ask them if they want to 
go and live in the West Bank under the 
Palestinian Authority. No thanks, they quickly 

say, we are happy here. Suddenly they are 
happy here! We are happy here!

There is no (institutionalised) discrimination 
or racism. But I can’t claim rights without 
accepting responsibilities. I can’t watch one 
woman’s son drafted into the army to
defend us all while I sit at home with my son 
and complain about unequal rights.

Is there hope for peace?
Israel gave up the entire Sinai (Peninsula) 
when (Egyptian President) Anwar Sadat 
genuinely offered his hand in peace. This 
proves that Israel wants peace, but peace with
those that are genuine. You cannot say you 
want peace, and a week later commit terrorist 
violence.

It starts at home. Every mother must educate 
her children to love others without exception. 
If I raise my son to hate, how would he know 
to love and how could peace be possible?

But so many young Palestinians have been 
raised to hate. The situation seems hopeless.
It is forbidden to lose hope! There is hope for 
peace! The Palestinians look at the Israeli 
Arabs and see that we live well.

What can Israel do to help more Arabs see 
things as you do?
Citizenship without loyalty cannot exist. I 
think anyone who is loyal and accepts their 
responsibilities won’t have any problems. Israel 
will accept and embrace you. 

Recognise (the Jews), understand them, honor 
them and you will not be sorry. I know this 
from personal experience.

Sourced from Israel Today

2,700-Year-Old Seal of King Hezekiah
In a dramatic news conference at 
Hebrew University in Jerusalem,
archeologist Eilat Mazar exhibited a 
rare, tiny clay seal (bulla) displaying 
the inscription: “to Hezekiah (son of) 
Ahaz King of Judah.” The bulla with 
ancient Hebrew script shows a
two-winged sun with two ankh (a tau 
cross with a loop on the top) symbols 
representing eternal life.

The bulla was found in a garbage dump from 
the time of Hezekiah (727-698 BC) that was 
part of the royal compound built between the 
City of David and the Temple Mount. The seal 

was among 33 
different bullae 
uncovered, some
with Hebrew 
names.

“Although seal 
impressions 
bearing King 
Hezekiah’s name 
have already been 
known from the 
antiquities market 
since the middle of 
the 1990s—some 
with a winged 
scarab (beetle) symbol and others with a

winged sun - this 
is the first time 

that a seal 
impression of an 

Israelite or Judean 
king has ever 

come to light in a 
scientific 

archaeological 
excavation,” said 

Mazar. “This is the 
closest we can get 
to a king we know 

from the Bible.”

She noted two 
possible explanations for the change of the 

king’s insignia from a scarab to a winged sun. 
One might come from Assyrian symbolism of 
the winged sun representing
a confident sovereign. The second may signify 
the king’s awakened recognition of the God of 
Israel as the protector of his kingship.

According to Mazar, the unique addition of the 
two ankhs was done after the king was 
miraculously healed by God from a life 
threatening disease (Isaiah 38).

“It’s always a question, what are the real facts 
behind the biblical stories,” said Mazar.
“Here we have a chance to get as close as 
possible to the person himself, to the king 
himself.”

Sourced from Israel Today

Laetitia Beck is slated to represent 
Israel in the golf competition at 
the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio de 
Janeiro. Quite an accomplishment 
for a young girl from a country 
where there is just one golf course!

A year ago, Beck became the first Israeli to 
win a spot on the LPGA, the prestigious 
professional women’s golf tour. To grasp 
this amazing achievement, consider that 
only 20 golfers a year from every nation in 
the world win a place in the LPGA.

“This is unprecedented,” says Boaz Segev, 
the golf pro at the Caesarea Golf Club 
where Beck learned to play the game. 
“There are only about 100 kids who grew up 
playing golf here!”

Beck, 23, sees Rio as the opportunity of a 
lifetime. “My dream was to get into the 
PGA which is the highest attainment for a 
golfer,” she told Israel Today. “That I can 
now play golf for Israel at the Olympics 

makes me very 
happy. It gives 
me an even 
higher 
purpose.”

Israel typically 
sends a small 
number of 
players to the 
Olympics, so 
all eyes of the 
nation will be 
watching their 
lone player in 
golf. Beck 
cannot avoid the stress that comes to 
anyone competing under the Israeli flag on 
the world’s biggest stage.

“As the time draws nearer, I think about it 
more and more. I know I will be nervous,” 
says the youngster about the challenge she 
will face at the Summer Games in August. “I 
know that I need to begin getting ready 
mentally as we approach the crucial months 

in the race to the Olympics.”

Beck is from a family of ardent Zionists. She 
displays the flag of Israel on her golf shoes 
and sometimes on her hat or clubs, while 
wearing a necklace with a Star of David.

“When I play golf I’m very proud to 
represent Israel,” she says. “My goal is to 
represent Israel and the Jewish people.”

Israeli Golfer at the Olympics
Sourced from Israel Today

‘OPPORTUNITY OF A LIFETIME’
Beck is proud to represent Israel

Two Israeli students took home the award for
most innovative technique for preserving food.
They were the first-prize winners of the 
Innovation and Entrepreneurship Student 
Competition for Prevention of Food Losses 
held in Tel Aviv. A total of 17 teams took part 
in the contest, including students from the 7th 
through 12th grades. It was sponsored in part 
by the research arm of the Ministry of 
Agriculture. The goal was to come up with an 
innovation that would keep food fresh and 
minimise spoiling. The winning product uses 
absorptive silica gel which is injected into 
objects of any shape, even something as small 
as a golf ball. It reduces moisture and extends 
the shelf life of products. The winners are from 
Ayonot, a youth village south of Tel Aviv. They 
are the proud recipients of a cash prize of 
15,000 shekels (about US$3,900).

Teens Win with
Unique Technique
Sourced from Israel Today

An important statement of pro-
Israel Christian beliefs in relation 
to Israel was prepared last year by 
a core group of pro-Israel Christian 
leaders in Australia. 
It should not be identified in any way as the official position of 
any particular organisation – rather, it is an attempt to provide 
a clear, uncompromising, simply-expressed Biblically-based 
statement making clear where we as Israel-supporting Aussie 
Christians stand. 

This statement is grounded firmly and primarily in God’s 
Word, and was drawn up in the light of compelling Biblical 
arguments in support both of Israel’s right to sovereignty 
over Judea and Samaria and of the indivisibility of Jerusalem, 
as well as a fundamental rejection of the ‘classic’ two-state 
solution to the conflict between Israel and the Palestinians, 
viewed increasingly by many as now ‘dead in the water’.

In addition, the increasing level of political activity and 
negative posturing by the United Nations and by many nations 
of the world on Israel’s right to her God-given land, as well 
as the positive and powerful heritage of the Anzac legacy, 
contribute to making this a vital matter on which Australian 
Christians must now make a clear and uncompromising stand. 

There are many lies and much ongoing spiritual deception 
working against God’s purposes for Israel in our nations, 
which are endeavouring, by a demonstrably false peace 
process and a relentless campaign of delegitimisation, to 
deprive the Jewish people of the land that God has eternally 
covenanted to them and miraculously restored to them.

We acknowledge that the Lord has made numerous 
commandments and provisions for the rights of non-Jewish 
residents and aliens who dwell in the land to a quiet and 
peaceful enjoyment of the land, but this obligation is provided 
under Israel’s protection and sovereignty.

We believe this statement can be ‘owned’ by most pro-
Israel Christians in Australia. We would recognise that some 
Christians may have some different or nuanced views on 
one or two of the paragraphs, but that is inevitable given the 
complexity of the issues.

We believe this position statement also has the potential to be 
received by others - including politicians - as a clear declaration 
of our convictions as Christian believers in relation to Israel 
and issues of sovereignty over the Biblical heartland.

In February 2015 Ian Worby and I flew to Canberra to present 
two petitions to the Australian Federal Parliament – one to 
the House of Representatives (signed by over 3600 people) 
and a second to the Senate (signed by nearly 3400 people). 

These petitions were signed by Christians across our nation, 
and were carefully drawn up to acknowledge gratefully our 
government’s support of Israel, and also to encourage the 
government to take a clear stand in maintaining its current 
position, and to reject the escalating - and dangerous - 
unilateral call for a Palestinian state, without negotiations.

The petitions also included a reference to a ‘one state 
solution’, reflecting our Christian understanding that the land 
which God gave to Israel - and which is not to be divided 
- includes the Biblical heartland of Judea and Samaria. In 
our discussions with parliamentarians we covered fully the 
content of the petitions, including the strong Biblical grounds 

for not dividing the land, and were encouraged by the evident 
support from those with whom we spoke.

We believe it is now time for this position statement to be 
released as widely as possible, both to encourage Australian 
believers to reflect deeply on these important issues, and also 
in an appropriate format as an encouragement to the leaders 
of our nation to ‘stay the course’ and not take any action that 
would result in the division of the land of Israel.

Keith Buxton 
National Director, Bridges for Peace Australia

www.bridgesforpeace.com/au

Pro-Israel Biblical Declaration

Keith and Trixie Buxton outside the Knesset in Israel

1. We are Australian Christians who see in the Word of God - the 
Bible - the unchanging revelation of the loving heart of God to restore 
His broken and troubled world back into relationship with Himself. 
(Genesis 12:1-3; 2 Corinthians 5:17-19)

2. We are eternally grateful to the Jewish people for the 
Hebrew Bible, which has served for three millennia as a cornerstone 
of Western civilization and serves today as the moral foundation for 
societies around the world. (Exodus 20:2-17)

3. We believe that God has sovereignly entered into an 
everlasting and unconditional covenant relationship with the 
Jewish people and given them a land in which to dwell in prosperity, 
peace and security. (Genesis 17:7-8; Jeremiah 31:35-37)

4. We recognize the historical and spiritual significance to the 
Jewish people of their ancient land of Israel and of the eternal city 
of Jerusalem, the undivided capital of Israel. (Psalm 137:5-6; Joel 3:20)

5. We believe that God’s love and purpose for Israel has never 
changed, and that He has yet to restore many more Jewish people 
to the land that is clearly theirs by biblical, historical, legal and moral 
right. (Jeremiah 30:3; Amos 9:14-15)

6. We acknowledge that the possession of the land by Israel, the 
only true democracy in the Middle East, requires her government 

to care equally for all citizens and residents, Jewish and non-
Jewish alike. (Deuteronomy 1:16; Deuteronomy 14:29)

7. We recognize the right of the Arab peoples in the Middle 
East to dwell in prosperity and security in their existing lands, 
mindful of the biblical promises of blessing upon their ancient 
ancestors. (Genesis 17:18-21)

8. We are deeply grateful that our God has always been and 
remains faithful to keep His word, even when we - Christian and Jew 
alike - are unfaithful. (Numbers 23:19; 2 Timothy 2:13)

9. It grieves us that the Jews, as a people with a divine calling 
in that land to reveal to the world the character of the one true God, 
have been hated and persecuted throughout their history - 
including sadly by Christians. (Psalm 83:1-5)

10. We see the unrelenting violence and hatred against Israel 
and the Jews by the Palestinian Arab leadership - and by many 
others worldwide - as a major ongoing expression of this demonic, 
age-old anti-Semitism. (Esther 3:12-13; John 10:10)

11. We believe that all efforts to resolve this conflict by a two-
state solution that would establish a manifestly hostile Palestinian 
state on land that belongs to Israel is both unbiblical and a clear 
threat to Israel’s security. (Psalm 33:10-12)

12. We affirm that Israel, like every other sovereign nation, has 
the right to self determination, and that Jerusalem is and should 
be recognized by the international community as the eternal, undivided 
capital of the State of Israel. (2 Chronicles 6:6; Psalm 122:3-9)

13. We affirm Israel’s inherent right to extend sovereignty 
over Judea and Samaria, the nation’s biblical heartland, especially 
in view of the unremitting call by her enemies to obliterate Israel. 
(Genesis 12:6-7; Exodus 6:8)

14. We view the recent capitulation by the P5+1 nations to 
Iran in relation to the Iranian nuclear program as a clear indication 
of the futility of trusting in secular governments to protect 
Israel from those who would destroy her. (2 Chronicles 20:1-4)

15. We affirm Israel’s right - in common with all other nations - 
to undertake whatever legally justified defensive action is 
necessary to ensure the security, protection and well-being of all her 
citizens. (Nehemiah 4:13-14)

16. We applaud the efforts of the Israeli government - even in 
times of conflict - in reaching out to innocent Palestinian people 
with various offers of humanitarian assistance, consistent with Israel’s 
biblical calling to be a blessing to all people, as well as guaranteeing 
full rights and privileges to her Arab Israeli citizens. (Exodus 22:21; 
Leviticus 19:34)

A statement of pro-Israel Christian beliefs in relation to Israel, with particular 
reference to Israel’s rights in relation to the land and specifically to all of Jerusalem 

This position statement has been prepared recently by a group of Australian pro-Israel Christian leaders  
and is circulated as a help and encouragement

This statement is grounded firmly 
and primarily in God’s Word, and was drawn up in  

the light of compelling Biblical arguments...
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Never a Dull Moment! Tired but Thankful!
In December, last year, the weather was 
favourable with occasional snowfall and 
temperatures of maximum -8°C! We enjoyed 
the ‘warm winter weather’! However with the 
growing number of olim/immigrants leaving 
for Israel, our work load was greatly increased 
with trips to the airport in Dnepropetrovsk, to 
Kharkov in the east and to Borispol, near Kiev! 
At the end of 2015, we used various mini-buses 
to transport Jewish families to our hiding place 
or directly to the airport!

We thought to ourselves that things would go 
smoothly, not foreseeing ‘hindrances’ that 
might hamper the last trips at the end of the 
previous year! Then I received a call from our 
Aliyah field worker Nataliya, to inform me that 
one of our chauffeurs was stuck on the 
highway between Odessa and Kiev! I had not 
the faintest idea what she was talking about 
initially! But very angry farmers had, 
unexpectedly and without consultation, 

erected roadblocks all over large areas of the 
country, in protest against tax reforms that 
would negatively impact them. And they were 
not about to accept that! After Nataliya’s 
phone call, I received a call from another 
chauffeur who said: ‘Koen, I’m stuck!’
As I was on my way to a small village, I did not 
anticipate obstacles on my route! We had an 
elderly couple, who was leaving permanently, 
of whom the man was almost blind. They were 
extremely nervous when the bus did not arrive 
due to the extensive strike! 

All chauffeurs were advised to attempt to 
collect the Jewish families by taking alternative 
routes, and it worked! The ‘shortcuts’ were 
extremely bad with huge potholes over long 
stretches of the roads. But what’s important is 
that more than five hours after the appointed 
time, all of us were enjoying a warm meal at 
the hiding place! Though tired, everybody was 
thankful for arriving safely!

>> We also had a celebration: 
after living in the hiding place 
in Kiev for a period of many 
months, all the documentation 
of one of the refugees and her 
two young children from 
Donetsk was ready, so they 
could leave on December 29th! 

The olim/immigrants listened attentively 
when we spoke about God’s promises and 
faithfulness. There will always be obstacles 
when His people return, we read in Isaiah 
62:10. The next morning we took the olim to 
the airport, where they were given extensive 
information and received their tickets from a 
representative of the Jewish Agency. We 
assisted the elderly couple in checking in and 
accompanied them to passport control where 
we said good-bye.

Winter’s icy fingers grabbed hold of the 
country in the following days, causing 
temperatures to drop  to -22°C. And when it 
warmed up afterwards, heavy snowfalls 
brought with it its own share of misery! 
Different areas of Ukraine have been cut off 
from the outside world by the heavy snowfalls. 
Extra travel time is taken into consideration by 
all chauffeurs. In the new year we will 
transport olim (immigrants) to the airport in 
Odessa in the south, and Lvov in the west 
more often. The war continues in the east of 
Ukraine, and as yet there is no agreement in 
the offering! This year, as always, our priority 
will be to focus our attention on the Jewish 
refugees!

For more photographs about the trips, during 
this winter in Ukraine, we refer you to Facebook 
and the photos on the C4I website 
(www.facebook.com/c4israel and 
www.c4israel.org/ukraine).

By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Leader in Ukraine 

Olim saying goodbye to friends and family

At the airport in Kiev just before departure

Together at the 'shelter' the night before departure to Israel

Instructions by the Jewish Agency and handing 
over of the 'one way plane ticket' to Israel

Masha Tolkacheva in our 'shelter' in Kiev. 
Her husband is in Luhansk right now

complete form & return to: C4I Australia PO Box 1508, Springwood, Qld 4127 or donate online: www.c4israel.com.au/makeadontion

I want to support Christians for Israel
Thank you for this issue of Israel & Christians Today.

C4I MInIstry
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resourCes

aMount

aMountQuantIty

please post cheque or money order to:
Christians for Israel Australia inc.

Internet banking: 
bsb: ANZ BANK – 016-464
account no: 454158806
ref: Your name & donation purpose.
Please confirm be emailing info@c4israel.com.au
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name: _______________________________
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_____________________________________
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___________
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total  $___________

total  $___________

$___________

$1000 Australia
$300 Australia

$5000 Australia

Please accept my donation to bless 
Christians for Israel’s ministry

Hineni Soup kitchen & Holocaust survivor support

One Person

Israel and Christians Today Paper

NEW! Why Israel? (2 DVD) teaching set + new study guide

One Busload (25 persons)

Gallipoli - The Road to Jerusalem 
(Special Anzac Book & DVD Bundle)

NEW! Advanced! Why Israel? Study Guide

One Family (5 persons)

NEW! Why Jerusalem? (Book) by Willem Glashower

Jacobs Tears (NEW DVD)

Why Israel? Why End Times? NEW! Why Jerusalem? 
(Trilogy Book Bundle) Save $9.95 

NEW! Why Israel? Study Bundle Save $30 
(DVD SET, 3 BOOKS + 4 STUDY GUIDES)
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