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On 7 June 1967, the State of 
Israel took control of the old 
city of Jerusalem in the so-
called ‘Six Day War’ (which 
lasted from 5-10 June 1967). 

Israeli Commander Mordechai (Motta) 
Gur, who led the brigade that captured 
the Old City on the third day of the war, 
expressed the significance of this event 
to the Jewish people when he spoke to 
his squad: 

“For some two thousand years the Temple 
Mount was forbidden to the Jews... The 
Western Wall, for which every heart beats, 
is ours once again. Many Jews have taken 
their lives into their hands throughout 
our long history, to reach Jerusalem and 
live here. Endless words of longing have 
expressed the deep yearning for Jerusalem 
that beats within the Jewish heart. You 
have been given the great privilege of 
completing the circle, of returning to the 
nation its capital and its holy centre. 
Jerusalem is yours forever.” 

Soon afterwards, in late June 1967, the 
State of Israel expanded the municipal 
boundaries of the city of Jerusalem to 
include all of what is now known as ‘East 
Jerusalem’. A law was passed applying 
Israeli legislation and jurisdiction to the 

expanded municipality as well as 
extending public utility services, 
municipal and administrative facilities 
to all parts of the city.

Israel’s ‘unification’ of Jerusalem is 
perhaps one of the greatest controversies 
of our time. It has ignited furious 
statements of condemnation in both the 
political and religious worlds. A 
multitude of UN resolutions (both 
General Assembly and Security Council) 
condemn Israel’s unification of the city 
as ‘illegal’. The World Council of 
Churches and many major church 
denominations have issued statements 
condemning Israel’s ‘settlements’ in East 
Jerusalem, calling for an end to the 
‘occupation’ and demanding that East 
Jerusalem becomes the capital of a new 
state of ‘Palestine’. 

Should we, as Christians, support 
something that seems to be so contrary 
to international law and scripture?  
Should we not rather be opposing the 
reunification, and fighting for the rights 
of those who are suffering under this 
occupation? 

The claim that the ‘annexation’ of 
Jerusalem is illegal rests primarily on the 
argument that the Israelis who moved 
there after June 1967 were ‘transferred’ 
by the Israeli government in breach of 
Article 49(6) of the Fourth Geneva 
Convention. It is also sometimes argued 
that East Jerusalem in some way 
‘belongs’ to the Arab Palestinians. Those 
arguments are absurd given that (1) the 
most important part of what is called 
‘East Jerusalem’ is the Old City of 
Jerusalem - which was founded and 
established by the Jewish people as their 

capital city under King David, and has 
been their central hope for the last 3000 
years; (2) ‘East Jerusalem’ was an integral 
part of the Mandate for Palestine - 
which was intended to enable close 
settlement by the Jewish people; (3) Jews 
have always lived in Jerusalem, and in 
fact between about 1850 and 1948 the 
Jews were the main population group in 
Jerusalem; and (4) many of the Jews who 
went to live in ‘East Jerusalem’ after 1967 
were returning to houses and properties 
that their families owned but from 
which they had been illegally evicted by 
Jordan between 1949 and 1967. 

Let’s try to understand what the 
‘reunification’ of Jerusalem means on the 
ground. First, the Israeli law applicable 
to the municipality is not perfect, but it 
does protect all residents of Jerusalem – 
whether citizens of Israel or not. 
If a Palestinian resident of Jerusalem 
feels, for example, that his property has 
been unjustly expropriated or destroyed, 
he can apply to the Israeli Supreme 
Court to have his grievances addressed. 
You can be sure that Jews and Christians 
in the proposed new state of Palestine 
will not have such civil liberties. 

Residents of Jerusalem also benefit from 
freedom of speech, worship and religion. 
It is worth bearing in mind that under 
the 19 years in which Jordan ‘occupied’ 
East Jerusalem and the West Bank (from 
1949 – 1967), ALL Jews were evicted, and 
ALL Jewish synagogues and holy places 
were destroyed or desecrated, and 
Christians were subject to 
institutionalised persecution and 
discrimination. This is reflected today in 
the administration of the Temple Mount 
– under the Jordanian Waqf non-Muslims
are not even allowed to pray openly in
the Temple Mount area. Contrast this
with Israel, where Christians, Muslims,
Jews and others are allowed to practise
their religion without restraint.

All residents of Jerusalem now benefit 
from the public services and facilities 
offered by the municipality. Millions of 
shekels have been invested in new social 
and economic infrastructure in the 
unified city since 1967. Granted, there 
are issues of discrimination between 
those who are Israeli citizens and those 
who are only ‘residents’ in East 
Jerusalem. But there can be no doubt 
that ALL residents of Jerusalem – both 
citizens and non-citizens - are better off 
under the current regime than they 
would be under any alternative system. 

It is often argued that East Jerusalem is 
being isolated from Arab West Bank. 
Palestinians living outside the Green 
Line (on the ‘other’ side of the security 
barrier) have to pass through security 
checkpoints to reach their work or other 
activities in Jerusalem. East Jerusalem is 
in some kind of isolated economic and 
social limbo, that threatens development 
and discriminates against its residents. 
These arguments are valid. But they 
need to be put in perspective. What 
would be the condition of the residents 

of Jerusalem and the West Bank under 
an alternative scenario? As already 
mentioned, one only needs to look back 
at the situation under Jordanian control 
between 1949 and 1967, or the current 
situation in the Islamic countries in the 
neighborhood, to realise that the re-
unification of Jerusalem has on the 
whole – without disputing the fact that 
there are individual cases of injustice – 
improved the lives of all residents of 
Jerusalem – both Jewish and non-Jewish. 

What does the Bible say about 
Jerusalem? Does God still have a special 
relationship with this city? Has the Old 
Testament - with its ‘fleshly’ emphasis 
on the land, the Temple, the priesthood, 
and the law – not been replaced by the 
New Testament of grace, mercy and the 
Holy Spirit? Have God’s promises about 
the land not been fulfilled in Jesus? Are 
we not commanded to look for the 
‘heavenly’ Jerusalem instead of the 
‘earthly’ Jerusalem? 

We do believe that although Jesus Christ 
through His life, death, resurrection and 
ascension introduced a new order of 
things, God has not terminated His 
special relationship with the Jewish 
people as a nation and the literal, earthly 
city of Jerusalem. The restoration of the 
earthly Jerusalem (Zion) is connected 
with the return of Jesus Christ, and the 
coming of the Kingdom ‘on earth, as it is 
in heaven’. Jesus is coming again soon to 
establish God’s kingdom on earth for the 
benefit and blessing of ALL nations. 
Scripture tells us the word of the Lord 
WILL go forth into the nations from 
Jerusalem (Isaiah 2). As God promised to 
Abraham, it is through restored Israel 
that the nations will be blessed. 

We are the generation that is witnessing 
the restoration of Jerusalem in 
preparation for the coming of Messiah. 
That is why it is so vitally important to 
ensure that the city is not divided into 
separate ‘Israeli’ and ‘Palestinian’ cities.
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A Moving History 
The history of Jerusalem cannot 
be summarised easily. The 
prophet Zachariah speaks about 
the city as a cup that sends all 
the surrounding people reeling.

And so it seems to be. During its history 
of over three thousand years, the city has 
been besieged 23 times, attacked 52 
times, and captured or recaptured 44 
times. Twice the city was completely 
destroyed, and countless times it has 
been rebuilt.

>>  First Mention of Jerusalem 
In ancient Egypt, curses were carved in 
statues or pots of clay. The Egyptian 
priests used them as magical objects to 
prevent evil. When an uprising broke out 
against Egypt, the priests would destroy 
the statues with the names of the 
rebellious cities written on it, believing 
that the spirit of the rebels would be 
broken. Jerusalem was mentioned for the 
first time with such a curse. The text is 
dated to about 2000 BC. 

>>  Melchizedek 
“Then Melchizedek King of Salem 
brought out bread and wine. He was a 
priest of God Most High, and he blessed 
Abram, saying, “Blessed be Abram of God 
Most High, Creator of heaven and earth. 
And praise be to God Most High, who 
delivered your enemies into your hands.” 
Then Abram gave him a tenth of 
everything.” Genesis 14:18-20

>>  The First Bible Verse    
About Jerusalem

“Now Adoni-Zedek King of Jerusalem 
heard that Joshua had taken Ai and 
totally destroyed it, doing to Ai and its 
king as he had done to Jericho and its 
king and that the people of Gibeon had 
made a treaty of peace with Israel and 
had become their allies.” Joshua 10:1

>>  Tisja Be’av
It was on the ninth day of the Jewish 
month Av that Nebuchadnezzar’s 
Babylonian troops destroyed the temple 
of Solomon. Exactly 656 years later, the 
Romans destroyed Jerusalem and the 
second temple. The ninth Av, or in 
Hebrew: Tisja Be’av, became a day of 
mourning for the destruction of the two 

temples. Jews spend this Memorial Day 
by fasting and sitting in the synagogue 
on low chairs. In the past, other horrific 
events have taken place on this date, 
including, the decree to ban all Jews 
from Spain in 1492 and the 
extermination camp in Treblinka was 
opened.

>>  Hanukkah
When the Greek-Seleucid King 
Antiochus IV conquered Jerusalem, he 
desecrated the temple. He placed a 
statue of the idol Zeus inside and 
sacrificed pigs on the altar. This 
abomination ended in a miraculous way 
by a small group of insurgents. Jewish 
resistance fighters, who became known 
as the Maccabees, eventually were able to 
expel the Greek occupiers and purify the 
temple of idolatry. This rededication of 
the temple in Jerusalem and the miracles 
that accompanied it are still celebrated 
every year during the feast of Hanukkah. 
In John 10:22 we read how Jesus also 
celebrated this feast in Jerusalem. 

>>  Modernisation
When ordinary people started to read 
the Bible themselves at the end of the 
eighteenth century thanks to the 
printing of books, many discovered the 
importance of Israel. However, from 
travel reports of Mark Twain, for 
example, they learn that the promised 
land is dry and barren and that there are 
hardly any Jews living there. For that 
reason, the British settled in Jerusalem in 
1822 to promote the restoration of the 
Jewish people in their own land. In 
Jerusalem, which was still part of the 
Ottoman Empire at that time, they 
encountered great poverty and misery. 
That was the first thing these British 
Christians wanted to change. They built 
the first hospital in the city in over a 
thousand years, and they established a 
school for Jewish girls. But this caused 
resistance from the Jewish community 
as families were banned from the 
community if they accepted help from 
the Christians. So a workshop was 
started for these people, the forerunner 
of the art academy Bezalel, but more was 
being done. A prayer house was needed, 
and so a church was built – the first 
modern building in many centuries – 

now known as Christ Church. It’s not a 
‘standard church’ with all the Christian 
symbols like crosses and images of 
saints. It’s a church with Jewish symbols 
and Hebrew texts. 

The French, Germans, Americans and 
Russians did not want to lag behind the 
British, so they too came to Jerusalem to 
do similar things. The Jews also built 
schools, workshops, prayer houses and a 
Jewish hospital, and so the city started to 
develop. Sir Moses Montefiore was the 
first one to build outside the walls of the 
Old City. He established the Jemin 
Moshe district. Orthodox Jews built the 
town of Mea Shearim just past the 
Damascus Gate. The Germans, 
Americans, Russians and French also 
built outside the city and thus created 
districts known to us today as the 
German Colony, the American Colony, 
the Russian Compound and French Hill. 

>>  Jerusalem Law
The Knesset passed the Jerusalem Law 
on 30 July 1980, with the introductory 
statement: “Jerusalem, complete and 
united, is the capital of Israel”. The law 
prohibits the control of Jerusalem to be 
transferred, temporarily or permanently, 
to a foreign political or administrative 

entity. That same day, the Jerusalem Law 
was condemned in the UN Security 
Council Resolution 476. On 20 August, a 
second UN Security Council Resolution 
(478) was passed, stating the Jerusalem 
Law be called a violation of international 
law and relevant UN member states 
were asked to withdraw their embassies 
from Jerusalem. At the same time, Arab 
oil states were threatening to 
discontinue relations with Canada, 
Japan, the Netherlands, UK and USA.

>>  A Controversial Sanctuary 
The ongoing focus of the battle for 
Jerusalem is the Temple Mount. The 
nations do not seem to want to 
recognise that the God of Israel wants 
His name to dwell there. Throughout 
history, they’ve done everything to keep 
His people from worshiping Him there. 
Again and again we read about banning 
Jews, prohibiting Jewish practices and 
opposing Jewish rights. Whether it’s the 
Babylonians, the Greeks, the Romans, 
the Christians or the Muslims. Even now 
we see the nations trying to deny the 
Jewish history of the Temple Mount. In 
2016 Unesco adopted a resolution 
stating that the Temple Mount and the 
Wailing Wall are Muslim sanctuaries and 
should be appointed as such.

Jubilee Year 

BALFOUR DECLARATION FULL OF ANTICIPATION

SIX-DAY WAR

JUBILEE
YEAR

2017 • EAGERLY AWAITING THE FULFILMENT OF GOD’S PROMISES

It is now 2017, fifty years on. The Jubilee year and the events of fifty and 
one hundred years ago raises expectations. Isaiah 61 and 62 speaks of the 

‘year of the Lord’s favour’ when He will restore His people to the land.    
Let us continue to pray for that, just as the prophet writes in chapter 62:7.

1917 • ISRAEL IS A NATIONAL HOME FOR THE JEWISH PEOPLE AGAIN

The Ottoman Empire fell during the First World War. The Brits entered 
Jerusalem. In that year, the British government signed the Balfour 
Declaration: the Jewish people could take possession of the land, 

promised to them by God, again.

50 YEARS

1967 • JERUSALEM ENTIRELY IN JEWISH HANDS AGAIN

The Six-Day War broke out fifty years later, in 1967. Against all odds, 
Israel turned out to be supreme, and the whole city of Jerusalem was in 

the hands of the Israelis again. East Jerusalem – which had been occupied 
by Jordan since the War of Independence – could be owned by the Israelis, 

together with the Temple Mount and the Wailing Wall.

50 YEARS

“And give Him no rest till 
He establishes Jerusalem 
and makes her the praise 

of the earth.”

“Consecrate the fiftieth year and 
proclaim liberty throughout the land 

to all its inhabitants. It shall be a 
jubilee for you; each of you is to 

return to your family property and 
your own clan.” LEVITICUS 25:10

By Ruben Ridderhof & Marijke Terlouw, Christians for Israel Netherlands



City of the Great King 
>>  Part I: Jerusalem, the Eternal 

Dwelling Place
When Israel reclaimed Jerusalem in 1967, 
it made the hearts of devout Jews skip a 
beat. Would this be the moment the 
Temple would be rebuilt? And if so, 
where would that be? Of course, many 
Jews said that Jerusalem should be the 
place, on top of Mount Zion, where the 
temples of Solomon and Zerubbabel had 
been. It would be built in the same 
location that the Temple was destroyed 
by the heathen nations, Babel and Rome. 
But why build it in Jerusalem? What is so 
special about Jerusalem and Mount 
Zion? What’s unique about this small 
mountain, 800 meters above sea level, at 
the edge of the desert?

Many Names | The name Jerusalem, 
which literally means ‘possession of 
peace’, appears more than eight hundred 
times in the Old and New Testament. 
Other names used for Jerusalem include 
Ariel, City of God, City of David, City of 
Judah, Jebus, City of Righteousness, City 
of Truth, City of the Great King, Holy 
City, Faithful City, Salem and Zion. 
Some of these names appear only once, 
while others appear multiple times. The 
name Zion, however, appears more than 
one hundred and fifty times. When Zion 
is used in the Bible, it speaks of love, 
passion and intimacy. The Lord has 
decided to make Jerusalem a dwelling 
place for His name, meaning that the 
Eternal God, Creator of heaven and 
earth has chosen to live there. It is His 
holy mountain (Isaiah 11:9, 56:7, 65:11, 25; 
Zephaniah 3:11), Mount Sion (Joel 2:1, 3:17) 
where God dwelt (Psalm 74:2). The place 
is also called the house of the God of 
Jacob (Isaiah 2:3) and the house of the 
Lord (Ezekiel 8:14, 16; Joel 1:13-14; Micha 
4:1-2 and Haggai 1:14). 

Temple as Dwelling Place | When 
the Temple in Jerusalem, built by King 
Solomon, was dedicated, ‘the cloud filled 
the Temple of the Lord and the priests 
could not perform their service because 

of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord 
(Shekinah) filled His Temple’ (1 Kings 
8:10-11). 

The Lord made His dwelling in the Holy 
of Holies in the Temple, and He was 
present in the cloud, just like He had 
been present during the wanderings 
through the desert when the cloud had 
covered the tabernacle as it says in 
Exodus 40:34-38. Of course Solomon 
knew very well that a Temple made of 
stone could not contain God. At the 
dedication, he asked, ‘But will God really 
dwell on earth? The heavens, even the 
highest heaven, cannot contain you. 
How much less is this Temple I have 
built!’ (1 Kings 8:27)

The Shekinah, the glory of the Lord, 
dwelled in the Temple that was built by 
Solomon (2 Chronicles 7:1-2). Ezekiel saw 
the Shekinah, the glory of the Lord, 
depart from the Temple right before the 
Babylonians destroyed it in Ezekiel 10:18-
19 and in Ezekiel 11:22-23. 

The glory of the Lord went up from 
within the city and stopped above the 
mountain east of it. That mountain is 
the Mount of Olives. From that direction 
it will return to the final Temple as the 
permanent presence of the Lord, the 
God of Israel, to dwell among His 
covenant people.

The Lord and His People  are 
Returning | Ezekiel also sees how the 
glory of the Lord returns to the last and 
final Temple. He describes the future, 
“There will be one king over all of them, 
and they will never again be two nations 
or be divided into two kingdoms.” The 
mountains of Israel form the heartland 
of Israel, also called the West Bank. It is 
not the Lord’s desire for this area to be 
part of a new Arab-Islamic state with the 
name Palestine. The ten tribes of Israel 
and the two tribes of Judah will be 
united again, just as we see this happen 
in the return of the Jews from the four 
corners of the earth, the great Aliyah 

(Isaiah 43:5-8, Jeremiah 16:14-15). This 
means that the return of all twelve tribes 
is happening today, and not just the 
return of the two tribes who together are 
called Judah. 

Not all the people of the ten tribes were 
deported by the Assyrians, nor were all 
the people of the two tribes exiled by the 
Babylonians. Many remained in the land. 
About ten percent were taken away, the 
‘top layer’ of the population. The rest 
stayed behind to work the land and to 
bring in taxes for the domineering hostile 
powers. People from the two tribes and 
the ten tribes have returned after the 
seventy years of Babylonian exile 
between 600 and 500 BC. A few groups 
have moved further away, including the 
Bnei Menashe (sons of Manasse), but they 
too are now coming home. 

>>  Part II: The Location of     
the Temple 

What do we know about the historical 
location of the Temple? It is certain that 
Solomon built this Temple in Jerusalem 
on Mount Moriah. In 2 Chronicles 3:1 it 
tells us that Solomon began to build the 
temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the Lord had 
appeared to his father David. It was on 
the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, the place provided by David.

Mount Zion and Mount Moriah, the 
location of the Temple, are the same 
place. This is the same Mount Moriah 
where Abraham was willing to sacrifice 
Isaac to the Lord, but where God gave 
him a ram to sacrifice instead (Romans 
8:32), where the Apostle says that God 
did not spare His own Son, but gave him 
as the sacrifice for sin. 

In Genesis 22:13-14, Abraham looked up 
and there in a thicket he saw a ram 
caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham 
called that place The Lord Will Provide. 

God Provides | This is the mountain 
that Abraham called, The Lord will 
Provide and that has remained a saying 
(Genesis 22:14). Abraham was given what 
he needed for body, soul and mind.

Mount Moriah is Mount Zion, the 
Temple Mount in the heart of Jerusalem. 
Grace determines the character of the 
place of the Temple. It was not a place 
where people provided for God’s needs, 
as so many temples of other gods seem to 
do. It was a place where God provided for 
the needs of His people (1 Kings 8:31-53).

>>  Part III: The Rebuilding       
of the Temple      

The preparations for the rebuilding of 
the Temple are fully in progress today by 
all kinds of Jewish organisations. Among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls found in 1951 in the 
caves of Qumran, there was a copper 
scroll. According to interpreters, this 
scroll mentions 64 places where Temple 
treasures are hidden or buried. 

Rabbi Goren believes that objects from 
the Temple are hidden deep beneath the 
Temple Mount. 

Among these treasures, there would even 
be the Ark of the Covenant that was lost 
during the destruction of the temple by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC.

       Continued on page 5... 

By Rev. Willem J.J. Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International
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Why Jerusalem?
Book, DVD & Study Guide

The much-anticipated final book, DVD and Study Guide in the Why 
Israel? teaching series by International President Rev Willem Glashouwer 
has been launched to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the reunification 
of Jerusalem as the eternal, undivided capital of Israel. 

The Why Jerusalem? DVD completes 
the series; based on the books Why 

Israel? Why Jerusalem? and Why End 
Times? So now you can have all 

three books and the DVD teaching 
series of the same titles along with 

the study guides. You can enjoy a 
private Bible study or invite friends 

over for a home or small Church 
group study. The Why Jerusalem? 

DVD has six 25 minute sessions 
you’ll be sure to enjoy. 

See ordering details on the back page. 
Prices are in Australian dollars and 

include postage & packaging. 

$15
Book

2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the reunification of Jerusalem, following the 
Six Day War of June 1967, after 19 years of division. 'Jerusalem 50 years reunited' 

marks this unique milestone in the history of Jerusalem, the eternal capital 
of Israel. Historically and politically, spiritually and 
culturally, Jerusalem represents the heart and soul 

of the Jewish people. 

This limited edition commemorative edition 
magazine celebrating Jerusalem 50th 

anniversary since her reunification in 1967 is 
beautifully illustrated, with in-depth articles, 

inspiring interviews, facts, time-lines and 
much more. 

A 'must have' for everyone who has a 
heart for Israel.

Order your copy today!
www.c4israel.com.au/store or complete coupon on back page 

However, we must keep in mind what we 
read earlier in Jeremiah 3:16, ‘In those 
days, when your numbers have increased 
greatly in the land,’ declares the Lord, 
‘People will no longer say, ‘The ark of the 
covenant of the Lord.’ It will never enter 
their minds or be remembered; it will 
not be missed, nor will another one be 
made.’

The Final Temple | According to 
Ezekiel 40-48, there will be a final Temple. 
John also speaks about this Temple as a 
Temple of God in which true prayer will 
take place (Revelation 11:1-2). We read, ‘I 
was given a reed like a measuring rod and 
was told to go and measure the Temple of 
God and the altar, with its worshipers. 
Exclude the outer court; do not measure 
it, because it has been given to the 
Gentiles. They will trample on the holy 
city for 42 months.’

Paul and the Temple | The apostle 
Paul says in 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, ‘Don’t 
you know that you yourselves are God’s 
temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in 
your midst? If anyone destroys God’s 
temple, God will destroy that person; for 
God’s temple is sacred, and you together 
are that temple.’ Paul almost never 
mentions the Temple as a building in 
Jerusalem. 

What did Paul mean in 2 Thessalonians 
2:1-8 when he speaks about the ‘man of 
lawlessness’ who will sit in the temple? Is 
it possible that in this case the concept of 
the Temple relates to the church, as a 
Christianity ruled by antichristian 
thinking such as the ‘goddess of reason’ 
that was worshipped in the Nôtre Dame 
in Paris during the French Revolution? 
This could very well be. This temple/ 
church/Christianity will then be 
desecrated very quickly by the man of sin, 

a human being that wants to be like God. 
This was the temptation that Satan held 
out in the first book of the Bible. ‘You 
will be like God’, he said, ‘When you 
disobey God’s instructions.’ The last 
revelation of Satan is in this man of 
perdition, the antichrist, who puts 
himself on the throne of God in the 
temple. You cannot imagine a greater 
abomination in the holy place than this. 
But does it necessarily refer to a literal 
rebuilt temple in which the antichrist will 
sit? Is that the ‘abomination that causes 
desolation’ that the Lord Jesus speaks 
about in Matthew 24?

The Return of Christ | We might 
not have to wait for a literal Temple to 
be rebuilt in Jerusalem and then 
desecrated by the antichrist as a 
historical figure. Perhaps the 
‘abomination that causes desolation’ is 
already here. Islam dominates the holy 

place. Jesus did not use the Greek word 
ναος (naos) for ‘temple’, but he spoke of 
the ‘holy place’, τοπος αγιος (topos 
hagios), which could very well be Mount 
Zion itself, on which the temple was 
built. Hatred and violence are preached 
against the Jews (and Christians) in the 
mosques on Mount Zion, and this could 
eventually lead to more destruction. This 
could one day lead to a ‘jihad’ (holy war) 
against Israel. A war that’s so violent and 
destructive that Jesus, in His 
eschatological sermon on the Mount of 
Olives (Matthew 24), tells the Jews to flee. 
The desecration of this holy place will 
cease when the Messiah Himself  
eventually appears. Then the holy place 
will be restored again. (Daniel 8:14). 

Sometimes I think the more people start 
talking about the rebuilding of the 
Temple, the closer we get to the return 
of Christ, the Messiah ben David! 

$20
DVD

$10
Study
Guide

$30
DVD +

Study Guide

Pre-order your copy today. First shipment due 
September 2017. See ordering details on the 

back page. Prices  include postage. 

A Gift for Jerusalem’s Jubilee
In previous editions of Israel & 
Christians Today, to celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the reunification of 
Jerusalem, we asked if you would 
donate towards a gift to the city, one 
with future value. With your generous 
support, Aleh in Jerusalem was able to 
add a new High Dependency wing to 
their building. It is now home to people 
with multiple disabilities, including 
facilities for education and therapy. 

Christians for Israel International’s 
chairman Leo Meijer attended the 
official opening of the new wing on 22 
May 2017; it was a joyous moment for 
everyone. The new residents will soon 

be able to move in, once the Ministry of 
Health and Social Affairs gives the final 
certificate of approval. 

One of the new residents of Aleh will be 
Shlomi; a sixteen-year-old boy who still 
lives at home with his large, very poor 
family. He was born very healthy, but 
when he was a year old, he fell off the 
nursery dresser. Unfortunately, the 
family waited and didn’t seek medical 
help right away. The brain damage that 
Shlomi suffered was so severe that he is 
now physically disabled, unable to eat, 
he has bad eyesight and suffers from 
seizures. A lot of the care that he needs 
is unavailable at home. 

Therefore the 
new wing of 
Aleh will help 
Shlomi and his 
family as he 
now has a place 
to live, one fully 
equipped with 
the medical 
facilities he 
needs, as well as 
entertainment 
requirements, 
and still be able 
to stay close to his family. And that’s 
thanks to your support!

You can still contribute towards this 
jubilee gift for Jerusalem. Please see 
coupon on the back page.

Dick Schutte, Chairman of Christians for 
Israel Netherlands, cuts the ribbon to 
officially open the new wing

$25

PRE-ORDER NOW (ETA for late September)

Jerusalem 50 Years Reunited
One-Time Edition | Collector’s Item

Magazine 112 pages, full colour

City of the Great King 
>>  Part I: Jerusalem, the Eternal 

Dwelling Place
When Israel reclaimed Jerusalem in 1967, 
it made the hearts of devout Jews skip a 
beat. Would this be the moment the 
Temple would be rebuilt? And if so, 
where would that be? Of course, many 
Jews said that Jerusalem should be the 
place, on top of Mount Zion, where the 
temples of Solomon and Zerubbabel had 
been. It would be built in the same 
location that the Temple was destroyed 
by the heathen nations, Babel and Rome. 
But why build it in Jerusalem? What is so 
special about Jerusalem and Mount 
Zion? What’s unique about this small 
mountain, 800 meters above sea level, at 
the edge of the desert?

Many Names | The name Jerusalem, 
which literally means ‘possession of 
peace’, appears more than eight hundred 
times in the Old and New Testament. 
Other names used for Jerusalem include 
Ariel, City of God, City of David, City of 
Judah, Jebus, City of Righteousness, City 
of Truth, City of the Great King, Holy 
City, Faithful City, Salem and Zion. 
Some of these names appear only once, 
while others appear multiple times. The 
name Zion, however, appears more than 
one hundred and fifty times. When Zion 
is used in the Bible, it speaks of love, 
passion and intimacy. The Lord has 
decided to make Jerusalem a dwelling 
place for His name, meaning that the 
Eternal God, Creator of heaven and 
earth has chosen to live there. It is His 
holy mountain (Isaiah 11:9, 56:7, 65:11, 25; 
Zephaniah 3:11), Mount Sion (Joel 2:1, 3:17) 
where God dwelt (Psalm 74:2). The place 
is also called the house of the God of 
Jacob (Isaiah 2:3) and the house of the 
Lord (Ezekiel 8:14, 16; Joel 1:13-14; Micha 
4:1-2 and Haggai 1:14). 

Temple as Dwelling Place | When 
the Temple in Jerusalem, built by King 
Solomon, was dedicated, ‘the cloud filled 
the Temple of the Lord and the priests 
could not perform their service because 

of the cloud, for the glory of the Lord 
(Shekinah) filled His Temple’ (1 Kings 
8:10-11). 

The Lord made His dwelling in the Holy 
of Holies in the Temple, and He was 
present in the cloud, just like He had 
been present during the wanderings 
through the desert when the cloud had 
covered the tabernacle as it says in 
Exodus 40:34-38. Of course Solomon 
knew very well that a Temple made of 
stone could not contain God. At the 
dedication, he asked, ‘But will God really 
dwell on earth? The heavens, even the 
highest heaven, cannot contain you. 
How much less is this Temple I have 
built!’ (1 Kings 8:27)

The Shekinah, the glory of the Lord, 
dwelled in the Temple that was built by 
Solomon (2 Chronicles 7:1-2). Ezekiel saw 
the Shekinah, the glory of the Lord, 
depart from the Temple right before the 
Babylonians destroyed it in Ezekiel 10:18-
19 and in Ezekiel 11:22-23. 

The glory of the Lord went up from 
within the city and stopped above the 
mountain east of it. That mountain is 
the Mount of Olives. From that direction 
it will return to the final Temple as the 
permanent presence of the Lord, the 
God of Israel, to dwell among His 
covenant people.

The Lord and His People  are 
Returning | Ezekiel also sees how the 
glory of the Lord returns to the last and 
final Temple. He describes the future, 
“There will be one king over all of them, 
and they will never again be two nations 
or be divided into two kingdoms.” The 
mountains of Israel form the heartland 
of Israel, also called the West Bank. It is 
not the Lord’s desire for this area to be 
part of a new Arab-Islamic state with the 
name Palestine. The ten tribes of Israel 
and the two tribes of Judah will be 
united again, just as we see this happen 
in the return of the Jews from the four 
corners of the earth, the great Aliyah 

(Isaiah 43:5-8, Jeremiah 16:14-15). This 
means that the return of all twelve tribes 
is happening today, and not just the 
return of the two tribes who together are 
called Judah. 

Not all the people of the ten tribes were 
deported by the Assyrians, nor were all 
the people of the two tribes exiled by the 
Babylonians. Many remained in the land. 
About ten percent were taken away, the 
‘top layer’ of the population. The rest 
stayed behind to work the land and to 
bring in taxes for the domineering hostile 
powers. People from the two tribes and 
the ten tribes have returned after the 
seventy years of Babylonian exile 
between 600 and 500 BC. A few groups 
have moved further away, including the 
Bnei Menashe (sons of Manasse), but they 
too are now coming home. 

>>  Part II: The Location of     
the Temple 

What do we know about the historical 
location of the Temple? It is certain that 
Solomon built this Temple in Jerusalem 
on Mount Moriah. In 2 Chronicles 3:1 it 
tells us that Solomon began to build the 
temple of the Lord in Jerusalem on 

Mount Moriah, where the Lord had 
appeared to his father David. It was on 
the threshing floor of Araunah the 
Jebusite, the place provided by David.

Mount Zion and Mount Moriah, the 
location of the Temple, are the same 
place. This is the same Mount Moriah 
where Abraham was willing to sacrifice 
Isaac to the Lord, but where God gave 
him a ram to sacrifice instead (Romans 
8:32), where the Apostle says that God 
did not spare His own Son, but gave him 
as the sacrifice for sin. 

In Genesis 22:13-14, Abraham looked up 
and there in a thicket he saw a ram 
caught by its horns. He went over and 
took the ram and sacrificed it as a burnt 
offering instead of his son. So Abraham 
called that place The Lord Will Provide. 

God Provides | This is the mountain 
that Abraham called, The Lord will 
Provide and that has remained a saying 
(Genesis 22:14). Abraham was given what 
he needed for body, soul and mind.

Mount Moriah is Mount Zion, the 
Temple Mount in the heart of Jerusalem. 
Grace determines the character of the 
place of the Temple. It was not a place 
where people provided for God’s needs, 
as so many temples of other gods seem to 
do. It was a place where God provided for 
the needs of His people (1 Kings 8:31-53).

>>  Part III: The Rebuilding       
of the Temple      

The preparations for the rebuilding of 
the Temple are fully in progress today by 
all kinds of Jewish organisations. Among 
the Dead Sea Scrolls found in 1951 in the 
caves of Qumran, there was a copper 
scroll. According to interpreters, this 
scroll mentions 64 places where Temple 
treasures are hidden or buried. 

Rabbi Goren believes that objects from 
the Temple are hidden deep beneath the 
Temple Mount. 

Among these treasures, there would even 
be the Ark of the Covenant that was lost 
during the destruction of the temple by 
Nebuchadnezzar in 586 BC.

       Continued on page 5... 
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‘This Comes from Above’ 

There they are. Three soldiers. 
Tired, emotional and exhausted. 
But also full of wonder, 
amazement and awe. They’re 
standing at the Wailing Wall in 
the Old City of Jerusalem, filled 
with emotions which cannot be 
put into words. 

Until that moment, they had never seen 
the wall in real life. They had heard of it, 
dreamed of it, longed for it, but they had 
never been there. Zion Karsenti (72), the 
soldier in the photo on the left, 
remembers exactly how the 
reunification of Jerusalem took place 
fifty years ago.

>>  Waiting for Instructions

“The war threat was tangible leading up 
to the Six-Day War”, says Karsenti. “In 
the short existence of the State of Israel, 
we had fought two wars (the War of 
Independence 1948 and the Sinai War 
1956). And now the Arab nations were 
convinced that they were throwing the 
Jewish people into the sea. This time 
they decided it was life or death. They 
were going to go for it, not matter what 
the cost. Our instructions were: “You’re 
going on a bus to Jerusalem, you’ll get 
there by Twilight.” On the way, the 
driver turned on the radio and all of a 
sudden we heard the song, Jerusalem 
Gold. It moved us deeply. It was written 
several weeks before the war, and 
everybody said, ‘This is all from above.’”

>>  Dreadful Choices

“We had to blow up fences; we were 
moving in the direction of the Mount of 
Olives. But our explosives ran out, and 
there was another barrier. We were faced 
with terrible choices to make. Some 
soldiers didn’t want to kill anybody. But 
you have to; it’s war. It shows the moral 

values of the Israeli Defence Forces. 
We didn’t want this war. We did 
everything possible to prevent this war. 
Because we know that in war there are 
no winners, everybody loses. The 
trenches were filled with bodies. You 
didn’t know if they were our soldiers or 
Jordanian soldiers. Nobody had prepared 
us for this; we were young boys. But 
Zionism is Zionism. Grenades were 
thrown back and forth until they 
exploded. Suddenly we got news that all 
the officers in our unit were either killed 
or wounded. Each soldier became their 
own commander. Each soldier was on 
his own.” Karsenti pauses for a moment, 
but then quickly continues. “We were 
waiting for dawn, and when the sun 
finally rose, we saw what incredible force 
we were fighting. Another unit would 
come at five that afternoon to replace 
us. Until then we had to stay put. There 
was no water, no food. We were left with 
a quarter of the original fighters; the 
others were killed. We were so desperate 
that we would pick up 
cigarettes stubs off the 
ground from the 
Jordanian soldiers, just to 
have something in our 
mouths. When we finally 
got back to our 
comrades, everyone was 
afraid to ask who was 
alive or not. We would 
receive our next orders at 
5am, but who could sleep 
that night?”

>>  Up to Jerusalem

Karsenti and the others 
received the order to go 
to Augusta Victoria, then 
the Mount of Olives and 
from there down to Lions 
Gate. This time they did 
receive help from 

airplanes and tanks. “Thank God”. 
When they got to Augusta Victoria, they 
told the nuns who were there, “Don’t 
worry, you have nothing to fear, you’re 
safe!”. Then they got to the Mount of 
Olives, “We saw in front of us Jerusalem 
- Jerusalem of Gold.”

“The defining moment came when we 
got the order: ‘Go up to Jerusalem’”, says 
Karsenti. “When that was said, no one 
could stop us; no one could stop me. We 
were told to fight our way down the 
mountain towards Lions Gate. We split 
up into two lines, and we stood close to 
the wall with our guns pointed up, 
because there were snipers everywhere. 
I remember it all so well,” says Karsenti 
as he walks towards Lions Gate, “There 
was a burning armoured vehicle right 
there. I now feel what all of us felt then: 
we were returning home after 2000 
years, to the home of the Jewish people. 
I had not felt that before. My whole life I 
had heard from my parents: ‘Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem’, and now I was there!”

“The moment I entered Jerusalem I was 
overwhelmed by emotion. This is our 
capital! It makes me so happy that I can 
share this now. So very happy. That’s the 
reason I go to schools, to share my story.”

>>  Surprise for the Soldiers on 
the Temple Mount

“We began to run towards the Temple 
Mount because when you come home, 
you’re happy! We were also running 
because of the snipers. The battle wasn’t 
over yet. So many had fallen, and the 
morale was very low because of it. When 
we were at Bethesda, the commander 
sent us the message that he’d prepared a 
surprise for us on the Temple Mount. 
Every time I turned around, I would see 
Rabbi Goren. He was like an angel 
accompanying us. That kept us going, 
and knowing that there was a surprise 
waiting for us.” 

“And suddenly we were on the Temple 
Mount. But the city was not yet liberated. 

1Mordechai (Motta) Gur  had brought all 
the soldiers to the Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
including those from the hospitals so 
that those who were injured could see 
that many of their friends and comrades 
were still alive. It was indescribable to be 
reunited.” 

>>  The Photo

We then arrived at the square in front of 
the Wailing Wall. “Baruch HaSehm, 
thanks to Him”. Karsenti is lost for 
words. “I don’t come here very often. I 
feel the tears.” The picture is held up. 
His voice is shaky, so are his hands. Only 
now are there a few people on the square 
that recognise Karsenti. “After we had 
got to the Temple Square we walked over 
there,” Karsenti points to the place, 
“Through the gate, the Mughrabi Gate. I 
was the first one to go through that 
gate.” Silence. Quietly he says, “Thanks 
to God.” Karsenti is starting to get 
emotional and has a hard time talking. 
“Goren had Torah scrolls with him; I 
distinctly remember that. We were 
standing at the wall, somewhere over 
there under the Mughrabi Gate. I was 
the first one to put a note in the wall.”

And then the tears began to flow.

>>  The Orthodox man

At the Wailing Wall, an Orthodox man is 
watching us with great interest. He looks 
at Karsenti, then at the photo he has 
been carrying with him the entire time, 
then again at Karsenti. Then he gets it, 
and with great enthusiasm, he walks 
over to him. “That’s you, isn’t it? Baruch 
HaShem and thank you!” They shake 
hands and quickly take a photo. 
Everything about the Orthodox man 
shows how excited he is to meet the 
person who made it possible for him to 
call Jerusalem his home.

1. Mordechai (Motta) Gur was commander of 
the 55th Paratroopers Brigade who liberated 
Jerusalem. Just like the picture of the soldiers at 
the Wailing Wall, Gur’s words became a symbol 
of the reunification of Jerusalem, “The Temple 
Mount is ours!” 

Interview with Zion Karsenti about the reunification of 
Jerusalem in 1967 by Marijke Terlouw

Jerusalem 50 Years Reunited
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News From Our National Leader

Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavarim),

Welcome to this special expanded 
Australian edition of our International 
Newspaper, ‘Israel and Christians 
Today’ as we continue to Celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of Jerusalem’s 
reunification and prepare for the 100th 
anniversary of Australia’s involvement 
in the liberation of Jerusalem starting 
at the famed 800 light horsemen who 
charged on Beersheba on the evening 
of the 31st of October 1917.
There is so much happening—new 
stories, articles, speaking events and 
special tours—that we had to expand 
our insert an extra 4 pages, making this 
edition the biggest one ever.
This newspaper is our primary ministry 
tool for informing our growing 
number of Australian readers about 
the unfolding story of Gods plans for 
the people and the land of Israel and 
his church (which is both Jewish and 
gentile). It’s also a platform to show 
how we can demonstrate Gods love 
for His first born Israel by comforting 
them in practical ways as well as with 
encouragement from His eternal Word 
and coming Messiah.
This edition will bring you up to date 
with what’s happening around the 
world and across Australia from a 
geo political and Biblically prophetic 
world view. Inside you’ll also notice 
some very unique and timely teaching 
resources concerning Israel, Jerusalem, 
the covenants and feasts of the Lord, 
and the End times. These are available 
as Books and DVD’s. And also through 
a number of special speaking tours 
and events from a wide range of 
experienced and trusted speakers and 
teachers and ministry representatives 
both Christian and Jewish.
We also love to encourage and inspire 
our readers to become passionate, 
informed and proactive advocates 
of Israel and her people—standing 
in solidarity, prayer and providing 
practical aid.
Your generous gifts of love and finance 
enable the various ministries C4I 
partners with to feed, clothe and house 
the poor and needy. Your contributions 
are also helping fulfil Biblical prophecy 
as gentiles bring the scattered Jewish 
people back from the diaspora into 
their promised land of Israel just as the 

Lord said he would do…
“See. I will beckon to the Gentiles, I 
will lift up My banner to the peoples; 
they will carry your sons in their arms 
and carry your daughters on their 
shoulders.” (Isaiah 49:22)

God told Jeremiah: in 30:2,3
“Write in a book all the words I have 
spoken to you. The days are coming, 
declares the Lord, ‘when I will bring 
my people Israel and Judah back 
from captivity and restore them to 
the land I gave their forefathers to 
possess.”

This returning of the Jewish people is 
known as “Aliyah”, meaning to go up 
or ascend.
The prophets spoke of Aliyah, and it 
is happening NOW! The number of 
Jewish people returning home to Israel, 
and the witness of the Holy Spirit among 
Christian believers confirms this fact.
We live in a unique period in history 
where we can have a part in God’s 
great plan. 
How can you help?

You Can Pray: When we ask God to 
bring the Jews home from the north, 
south, east and west we are praying 
according to God’s will. Please pray for 
all Jews to come home
Pray that the “church” Gods people, 
would catch the vision of God’s 
heart for Aliyah. This may include the 
congregation that you attend, perhaps 
you could order extra copies of the 
newspaper and hand them out?
You Can Give:

Yes, you can help bring the Jews home 
to Israel by “carrying their sons in your 
arms, and their daughters on your 
shoulders?” While this may be physically 
impossible for you, it is entirely possible 
through your financial gifts. 

Your love gift of:

• $300 will help bring one of Gods 
precious children home

• $1,000 will help bring home a family 
of five

• $5,000 will help bring home a small 
busload of up to twenty five

With your help these scattered Jewish 
people will be taken to the airport 
with a new Israeli citizens passport to 
start their new life back in their ancient 
homeland of Israel…’planted in their 
own land …never to be uprooted again 
as the Lord God says.’ - Amos 9:15
You will discover the double blessing of 
both praying and giving to something 
that is burning on God’s heart. What a 
privilege to assist in the fulfilment of His 
words spoken through the prophets.

Israel Tours for 2017 and 2018

We also love to encourage and invite 
you, our readers and supporters, to 
come and experience the miracle of 
Israel and the Holy land for yourselves 
on one of our amazing, life changing 
pilgrimage or study tours. Imagine 
the thrill of walking in the footsteps 
of Jesus and the prophets as the Bible 
come alive! Imagine standing in the 
places where many of the miracles of 
the Bible took place, cruising the sea of 
Galilee where Jesus walked on water 
and calmed the angry sea.
Climb the mountains of Judea and 
stand on the mount of Olives looking 
over the Golden city of Jerusalem, the 
city of the coming King, where Jesus 
wept for it. Then walk down the palm 
Sunday path and pray in the Garden of 
Gethsemane and walk up the ancient 
steps to Caiaphas house, where Jesus 
was falsely accused, imprisoned and 
denied by Peter. Continue to Golgotha 
where he was crucified and the Garden 
Tomb, where you’ll see it’s empty for 
He is Risen!
These experiences and so much more, 
will be sure to affirm your faith and give 
you greater insights of the Scriptures 
and a fuller understanding of the days 
we are living in. This will give you real 
purpose and understanding as to how 
we should live. 
Our October 2017 “Riders of Destiny” 
tour is now completely full, but there 
are other tours we are promoting both 
for this year and early next year. 
If you would like to come with my wife 
Mandy and I next September; then 
watch for the August edition where we 
will have more details.
We’ll celebrate the final light horse 
charge of the Australians and Kiwis in 
the Galilee at Samakh and Tiberias. 
We’ll also explore the Holy Land from 
the coastlands to the mountains, the 
river Jordan, the Dead, Red and Med, 
sea, the tabernacle in the wilderness 
and of course the Holy city of Jerusalem.
To find out more today however please 
call our trusted expert travel agents 
Olive Tree Travel and ask for details: 
1300 550 830

I would also like to thank everyone 
for your patience and understanding 
regarding our limited office hours. 
Our volunteers come in to the office, 
(generously supplied by Vision Christian 
Media), every Tuesday to open the mail, 
fill the orders and answer enquiries 
and update our records. This current 
arrangement saves the ministry from 
having to use your gifts and donations 
for potentially expensive overheads, 
and allows us to continue to print, 
publish and post this Newspaper across 
the country. If you have an urgent 

inquiry you can leave a message at 
info@c4israel.com.au or call the girls at 
Vision Christian Media 1800 00 777 0.

How Your Gift’s Work

The Newspaper is given without charge, 
because of the small number of faithful 
supporters who send their general 
donations to us. Each bi-monthly 
edition costs approx $10,000 so your 
gift of $10, $50 or $100 will help cover 
these ongoing costs and ensure new 
readers will get their free copy.
It’s important we also receive other 
specified gifts and donations for Aliyah, 
to bring the Jews back home.
Because of faithful supporters like you, 
many Jewish people through various 
humanitarian projects, also receive 
food parcels, access to soup kitchens 
and holocaust survivor care. Your gifts 
also provide Jewish families temporary 
accommodation and education for new 
immigrants known as “Olim”, where 
they can learn the hebrew language 
and customs through our partner, First 
Home in the Homeland project.

Finally, our special offer in this paper 
is a limited edition, 112 page, full-
colour, commemorative magazine on 
Jerusalem, celebrating her Jubilee— 
50 years since her reunification in 1967. 
(product details on page 5)
To own this limited collectors edition or 
order for family and friends please fill in 
the form on the back of the newspaper, 
or www.c4israel.com.au/store

Proceeds from this and our other 
resource items will also help support the 
ministry of Christians for Israel Australia.

May the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob, and His Son Yeshua Ha Meshiach 
(Jesus the Messiah) bless you and 
keep you as you continue to love and 
serve Him, ‘even the least of these His 
brethren’, as we together pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem.
Amen and thank you,

Ian Worby 
National Leader 
Regional Director Oceania

Ian & Mandy in Jerusalem overlooking the David’s Citadel
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2 Australia Can Still Lead The Way — opinion piece by Stan Goodenough June 2017

One hundred years ago men 
from the Southern Hemisphere 
fighting under the flag of the 
British Empire opened the way 
for the Jews to come home. 
Today the battle is raging over 
Jerusalem. Donald Trump’s 
disinclination to announce his 
embassy’s move to the Israeli 
capital has opened the way 
for other nations to take the 
lead. In this Centennial year of 
the Battle of Beersheba, will 
Australia make the move it 
knows is right?
Last month, in an historic visit, US 
President Donald Trump flew into, and 
back out of, the Middle East.

Israelis were uplifted by his empathy and 
love. After eight years of hostility from 
Washington, effused President Reuven 
Rivlin, “America is back.”

For this observer, America was nearly 
back. Almost but not quite.

My real hope - and it flowed and ebbed 
through conflicting news reports leading 
up to the visit - was that Trump would 
keep his promise to move the US 
Embassy to Jerusalem.

He didn’t.

Yes he did speak - in his final, keynote 
speech at the Israel Museum - to the 
Jews’ “ancient and eternal” ties this land:

“They date back thousands of years, 
including the reign of King David,” 
he said, naming the eminent Jewish 
monarch who made Jerusalem his 
kingdom’s capital three millennia ago.

But Trump would not go on to close that 
circle and recognise this undivided city as 
the capital of David’s descendants today.

So near, and yet so far.

It is clear, now that he’s moved on, that 
the American came seeking primarily 
to form a US-supported alliance with 
a Sunni Muslim bloc headed by Saudi 
Arabia against the threat of a Russian-
supported, potentially nuclear, Iran and 
its terrorist allies - including Israel’s arch-
enemies Hamas and the Hizb’Allah.

Restarting the ‘peace process’ between 
Israel and the Palestinian Arabs - 
especially if it conforms to the 2002 
Saudi Peace Plan (which advocates 
of a two state solution seem inclined 
to default to in the wake of a failed 
Oslo) - could nicely oil the wheels of  
Sunni partnership.

What this does, however, is it places 

Israel in a vulnerable position, and the 
nation needs to be watchful.

Israel will be extremely loath to blight 
its new friendship with Washington by in 
any way obstructing its Mideast policy. 
Trump’s top consideration will be what 
he perceives to be his nation’s best 
interests in the region, and Israel may 
have to kowtow to those.

Israeli opposition to 
any aspects of a peace 
agreement based, 
say, on the plan that 
has Saudi’s name on 
it may see increasing 
unjustifiable pressure 
exerted on Jerusalem 
by an American 
president protecting 
this US-Sunni alliance. 

Having said that, my 
overall reading of 
Donald Trump’s visit 
has not been shaped 
by his diplomacy, 
nor by the realpolitik 
lying behind his 
words of praise 
and exhortation. 
Rather, my view of 
this apparently new reality is from the 
unchanging centre point of Heaven’s 
compass - the immovable Bedrock of 
the Mountain of God.

It is from this place that has always been 
impervious to the passage of time or 
the ebb and flow of political tides that I 

observed Trump come, heard him speak, 
and saw him fly away.

I am not questioning the genuineness 
of his expressed support for Israel when 
I say that for 27 years I have watched, 
from this very same place, four other 
American presidents (two Republican 
and two Democrat) and their peace 
plans come and go. I have seen the toll 
each of these land-for-peace efforts has 

exacted on Jewish 
lives; have borne 
witness to their 
erosion of Israel’s 
security in the face 
of an ever-growing 
existential threat.

For thousands of 
years, this hilltop 
in Jerusalem has 
waited to witness 
the wonderful events 
we are seeing in our 
day. Desolated by 
the abominations 
planted on its crest, 
Mount Moriah has 
l o n g - s u f f e r i n g l y 
anticipated the 
homecoming of 
the aborigines of 

this land, and the restoration of their 
sovereignty over Jerusalem.

It was in 1882 that these people 
began their return. And in 1917-18 
their homeland was freed up for them  
to reclaim.

With the ANZAC as spearhead, the 
British Empire drove the Ottoman 
Turks from Beersheba, Jerusalem, the 
Galilee and over and out through the 
Golan Heights.

The pivotal Beersheba victory - lying in 
the collective memory in the shadow of 
Gallipoli - hinged on the dual efforts of 
the New Zealand Mounted Rifle Brigade 
and the daring charge of the Australian 
4th Lighthorse Brigade who were willing 
to be thought madmen as they stormed 
the town to liberate its water supply for 
the horses.

It was highly unconventional, and  
it worked.

Thus did those Aussies and Kiwis at the 
forefront of the Allied advance stream 
into the Jews’ historical homeland and 
liberate it.

Fifty years later, Israeli warriors 
restored to the Jews the cradle of their 

nationhood - Judea and Samaria - and 
united their 3000-year-old capital into a 
single, undivided city.

But up until today - in this double 
anniversary year marking 100 years since 
Beersheba and 50 years since the Six 
Day War - this land battle persists, fiercer 
and more unresolved than ever.

Jerusalem - and the hilltop at its heart - 
sits in the eye of the storm.

My question - as I prepare to make my 
fourth speaking tour Down Under come 
July - is can Australians be rallied to stand 
by Israel in her claim to her Holy City?

It is understandable that the Turnbull 
government would not have wanted to 
steal Trump’s thunder by pre-empting 
his embassy move after the American 
had repeatedly pledged to do so. 

Now however, even if Trump declines to 
sign the six month waiver on his embassy 
move come June 1, leaving his options 
open, the way is clear for Canberra to 
take the initiative and put the principal 
representation of its government in the 
capital of the State of Israel. Every single 
one of Australia’s other embassies and 
high commissions sits in the designated 
capitals of the states in question. Israel 
alone is discriminated against in this 
indefensible way.

It is past time to redress this. One 
Hundred Years after Beersheba, it is 
time to put boots on the ground in the 
fight for Jerusalem, in daring and, yes, 
unconventional ways. 

May the spirit of the ANZAC live on.

Lest we forget.

___________________________________

Stan Goodenough: 
is a South African 
gentile who has lived 
in Jerusalem for a 
quarter of a century. 
A Christian journalist, 
writer and tour guide, 
he believes passionately 

that Australia is being offered a unique 
opportunity to lead the way in supporting 
Israel’s God-given and legitimate right to 
extend sovereignty over its restored land.  
www.jerusalemwatchman.org

Tuesday May 23, 2017 - President Donald Trump grips hands in solem bond with Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu at the Israel Museum: Source - Flickr

...the way has 
been cleared for 
Canberra to take 
the initiative and 
put the principal 

representation of 
its government in 
the capital of the 

State of Israel.



1917: Australian soldiers of the 7th Light Horse led by Lieutenant-General 
Sir Harry Chauvel at Beersheba in 1917 during World War 1.

3June 2017 Remembering our past- declaring our future – by Margot Crossing

Tabulam
Birth place of the Light Horse and 

the start of Stan Goodenough’s 
Aussie tour 2017

16th -18th July 2017

Sunday, is a public event that kicks off the three days 
to commemorate the town’s legacy in the Battle of 
Beersheva, 1917. The Australian and New Zealand 
mounted troops, of the 7th Light Horse were led by 
then Lt-Gen. Sir Harry Chauvel. Harry was born in 
Tabulam and along with his older brother were part of 
the 1st Light Horse Troop – Upper Clarence, which was 
raised by their father in 1885. Sir Harry later became 
the first Australian to receive the rank of full general. 
The town folk of Tabulam all remember with great pride 
the achievements of Sir Harry and the Australian Light 
Horse in their Palestine campaign.

On Sunday 16th July 11am at the Memorial:- Light Horse 
Re-enactment by local horsemen will commemorate 
the events of 1917 with a show of horses at the local 
memorial site in Tabulam. ‘Stories from the past’ is 
not to be missed as locals and historians retell heroic, 

tragic and poignant events of fellow soldiers or loved 
ones. Barry Rodgers OAM, of the Australian Light 
Horse Association, will set up a temporary museum 
on the day and artist Jennifer Marshall has Light Horse 
painting collection on sale. CWA will put on morning tea 
for the many visitors expected. In the hall 2pm Kelvin 
Crombie’s Movie 31 October – Destiny’s date??

Monday 17th and Tuesday 18th July have more in store for 
the many Christians converging on Tabulam with Barry 
Rodgers, and Kris Schlyder of the Australian Indigenous 
Prayer Network, as well as Indigenous leaders, Raymond 
Finn and Pastor Peter Walker speaking on the prophetic 
significance of Australia’s involvement in the freeing of 
the Holy Land from the Ottomans which later led to the 
rebirth of the nation of Israel. Prayer, praise and fellowship 
will follow each day’s program with a communal meal on 
Monday evening.

Barry Rodgers is leading “IN THE STEPS OF THE LIGHT 
HORSE” ALHA TOUR 2017 to Beersheva in October 
this year together with 100 horsemen for this 100th 
anniversary. This is his third such tour. Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull is expected to attend the Beersheva 
commemoration.

ANZACs, Beersheva and Restoration

On Tuesday, Stan Goodenough will bring his “ANZACs, 
Beersheva and Restoration of Israel” message. This is 
the start of his Aussie tour and what better place to kick 
it off than at the very birth place of the creation of the 
Australian Light Horse and the General who led them!

Harry Chauvel 
b.1865-d.1945
Harry, a successful military leader 
in the Middle East in the Great 
War, won resounding victories 
culminating in the capture of 
Damascus in October, 1918.

Come Hear Stan Goodenough
Stan is a Christian South African writer, speaker and Israel tour guide. 
With Aussie and Kiwi ancestry - he has lived in Jerusalem since 1991. 
The conviction that Australia and New Zealand can yet play a major 
part in securing the Jewish people in their land brings Stan here on 
his fourth visit since 2014. Urgency drives him: that the significant 
centenary years 2017- 2018 will see Australia and New Zealand further 
fulfil a wonderful destiny concerning Israel.

For more details and if you’d like to host Stan please 
contact Joy Heylen: joyhey50@gmail.com or 0439661996
Date & Venue details are below and will also be made  
available from www.c4israel.com.au

NSW
Tue 18th July 
Tabulam, Community Baptist Presbyterian Church, 
1607 Tabulam Road, 10am - 4pm 
NOTE: This is part of a 3 day event commencing 
on the 16th of August - refer to details above.
QLD
Wed 19th July 
QCWA Hall, 7 Grove St, Cairns North 7pm  
Contact: Ps Melissa Haigh 0439352465  
melissa@cairnsmarketplacechurch.org

Thu 20th July 
Tolga Community Hall, Tolga 7pm 
Contact: Ps Melissa Haigh 0439 352 465

NT
Sat 22nd July 
Seminar 10am – 3pm Venue TBA, Darwin 
Contact: David & Deborah Morris -  
0447744475 or werprecioustohim@hotmail.com

Sun 23rd July 
Multicultural Christian Fellowship 
2 Earhart Ct, Darwin. 9.30am 
Contact: As per above

Mon 24th July 
Meeting with Clan Elders, Evening Meeting, 
Galiwinku, Elcho Island. 
Contact: Bulkunu - 0475592144 or as per above

Tue 25th July 
AM & PM meetings, Galiwinku, Elcho Island 
Contact: As per above

Wed 26th July 
Crossroads Palmerston, 9 Moorhen Circuit, Bakewell/
Darwin. 7pm – 9pm 
Contact: As per above

Thu 27th July - 7pm   |   Fri 28th July - 10 -2 pm 
Baptist Church, 1 Crispe St, Alice Springs 
Contact: As per above

WA
Sat 29th July 
Gates of Zion, The Jewish Centre, 61 Woodrow 
Ave, Yokine, Perth, 2pm – 5pm 
Contact: Kathy Susnjar – kathysusnjar@yahoo.com

Sun 30th July 
Churchlands, 154 Balcatta Rd , Balcatta/Perth 
3pm – 4.30pm  |  Hosted by Bridges for Peace 
Contact: Ruth Marrion - 0419923229 or  
apmrm@aapt.net.au

Tue 1st August 
Room BO26, Central Regional TAFE, 
Fitzgerald St, Geraldton - 7pm 
Contact: Lourens Malen - 0433342440

SA
Thu 3rd August 
Light House Prayer Tower 
Level 6/117 King William St, Adelaide,                        
10am & 4pm Contact: Gael Harrison - 0419856278 
or gaelh777@internode.on.net

Sat 5th August 
Revival SA, 27 Sturt St, Adelaide 10am – 1pm, 
Contact: AHOPFAN - 08 8370 1256

TAS
Sun 6th August 
Zions Hill, 7-21 Warring St, Launceston. 10am – 
12pm Contact: 03 6339 1766

VIC
Mon 7th August 
The Arrow, 488 Swanston St Carlton Melbourne 
10am – 1pm 
Contact: Geraldine Roelink Ph 0432477411

Infinity Church, 100 New Street, Ringwood. 
7.15 for 7.30pm start 
Contact: Joy Heylen - 0439661996

New Zealand
Thu 10th August  - Palmerston North 
Fri 11th August - Wellington 
Sat 12th August - Christchurch 
Sun 13th August 
The IsraeI Focus Group, Greenlane Christian 
Church, 17 Marewa Rd, Greenlane, Auckland 
2pm-4pm Contact: Trish Nicholls, Ph 09 63 87789

NSW
Mon 14th August 
NSW Parliament, The Macquarie Room, 
6 Macquarie St, Sydney Noon - 2pm 
Hosted by Rev Fred Nile. RSVP Judy Russell by 
the 8th of August.  
0410403616 or russell@iinet.net.au 
Cost $18

Wed 16th August 
Women’s Aglow, Mittagong Community Hall, 
Cnr of Albert Lane & Queen St, Mittagong. 
10am – 1pm  
Contact: Peggy Phillips - 0402819787

ACT
Thu 17th August 
The Pavilion,  
Australian Centre for Christianity and Culture 
15 Blackall St, Barton/Canberra. 7pm  
Contact: Jane O’ Neill - janeoneill@iinet.net.au

QLD
Sat 19th August 
The Kimberley Park Centre 
Cnr Chatswood & Lyndale St, Shailer Park 
9.30am for 10am start to 3pm 
Contact: Peter Schuptar - 0412911383

Sun 20th August 
Flame Tree, 27 Coes Creek Road, Nambour 
9am - Ph 07 5441 1028

Stan’s Current Itinerary:

THREE DAY EVENT IN TABULAM TO COMMEMORATE BEERSHEVA - 16th -18th July

CONTACT: 
Margot Crossing for more details,  

pricing and accommodation  
0438431100 or gee@people.net.au
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Passover and 
Easter

I was recently in 
Jerusalem co-
leading a tour with 
my daughter, and 
had never seen 
the Old City so full. 

No wonder, as it was both the season of 
Passover and Easter. Although this had 
occurred before, this year was different 
as Easter for both the Western and the 
Eastern Christians fell at the same time. 

It seemed like the world was in 
Jerusalem in order to remember the 
events associated with Passover and 
Easter, both of which are associated with 
redemption from slavery and death to 
freedom and life.

Remembering the Armenian and 
Jewish Genocides and the Anzacs

No sooner had this season ended when 
another season of remembrances began. 
On 24 April the Armenian and some 
other Christian communities remember 
the official beginning of what is generally 
regarded as the Armenian Genocide on 
24 April 1915. It is a sombre day indeed 
for these communities.

Also on 24 April 2017 remembrance 
of the world’s worst genocide, the 
Holocaust, took place. Yom HaShoah, 
Holocaust Day, is indeed a solemn day 
for the Jewish people. One objective 
in remembering the Holocaust is 
that such evils can never again be 
perpetrated. Such a sentiment is borne 
out by an event in 1939 when Hitler was 
commissioning his generals prior to the 
invasion of Poland, and stated to them: 
‘Who after all, speaks of the annihilation 
of the Armenians.’1 

Such a statement could lead us to ask: 
‘Would the Holocaust have happened 
had those responsible for the Christian 
Genocide of 1915 – 1923 been held 
accountable for their actions?’

The third day of remembrance in this 
season was Anzac Day on 25 April 
when Australians and New Zealanders 
remember their war dead. Although 
relatively few of our soldiers died on 
active service in the land of Israel during 
both World Wars, yet tens of thousands 
of our servicemen either saw service or 
were based in the land of Israel during 
both world wars.

Upcoming events remembering 
what happened on 31 Oct 1917

On 31 October 2017 thousands of 
Australians will descend upon Beersheba 
in the Negev region of Israel to remember 
the capture of that town on 31 October 
1917, an event synonymous with the 
brave charge of the Australian Light 
Horse. This charge has become iconic in 
Australia and ranks as amongst our most 
important military accomplishments. 

The capture of Beersheba though was a 
team effort between the British infantry and 
Australian and New Zealand horsemen, 
and it was always General Allenby’s plan 
for the mounted forces to complete the 
capture of the town of Beersheba. This 
objective was achieved by that brilliant 
charge by the 4th Light Horse Brigade.

Additionally on the same day the 
British War Cabinet in London made a 
profound decision, viewing with favour 
the establishment of a national home for 
the Jewish people in Palestine.

These two events must been seen in 
conjunction which each other. If the 
Egyptian Expeditionary Force under 
General Allenby captured the land 
of Israel without a political solution 

favourable to the British, then her Allies, 
namely France, Italy and even the United 
States could project alternate plans for 
the future of this strategic piece of real 
estate. It was imperative therefore that the 
British have a plan favourable to her long-
term geo-political aspirations. Working 
together with the Jewish nationalist 
movement provided both entities, the 
British Government and the Zionist 
movement, the opportunity to achieve 
their respective goals and desires.

Conversely, however, had there been no 
conclusive victory at Beersheba and if the 
land of Israel was not quickly captured, 
then this proposed plan for the Jewish 
restoration may not have eventuated.

Future remembrance events

On 24 October this year there will also 
be an event in Jerusalem to recall its 
capture on 9 December 1917, while 
on 23 October this year, as well as in 
September 2018 we will remember the 
capture of Semakh on the Sea of Galilee 
by the Light Horse on 25 September 
1918. That victory was part of the drive 
to Damascus and the ultimate defeat 
of the Ottoman Turkish regime, which 
finally occurred on 31 October 1918.

When we come to remembering these 
victories we should also consider the 
broader consequences of the victory – 
the saving of lives. Had the Ottoman 
Turkish regime not been defeated then 
they would most likely have continued 
with their policy of decimating the 
minority groups within their empire, 
especially the Christians, but also, 
potentially, the Jewish people as well.

How should we remember these 
Anzac related events?

In light of the above, how might it be 

appropriate for us as Australian Christians 
to remember these upcoming events, 
especially at Beersheba on 31 October?

Should we just be focussing upon what 
the Light Horsemen did on that day? 
If so what about the British and New 
Zealand soldiers who also fought bravely 
that day? It has been said to me that the 
British often exclude our involvement 
in various battles, so why should we 
give exposure to their involvement at 
Beersheba. This is our victory.

That sentiment is understandable. But 
without the earlier work of the British 
infantry, plus the New Zealanders and 
other Light Horsemen at Tel el Saba, the 
ensuing charge might not have been 
possible, or would have resulted in many 
more casualties.

I would suggest that while giving due 
honour to the brave men involved in 
the charge it would be good for us to 
give due reference and honour to the 
efforts of all the others who fought on 
31 October. Irrespective of how some 
British historians may present their 
military critiques, let us Australians 
set the tone, give the lead and set an 
example for others to follow. 

As Christians it is right and proper for 
us to give full acknowledgment to the 
grace and sovereignty of God. He alone 
determined that our nations would be 
placed where they were (Acts 17), and 
gave us certain national characteristics. If 
we do not emphasise these aspects then 
we could be guilty of portraying overt 
national pride. If this be the case, then 
instead of receiving God’s blessings upon 
our nation, we could in fact be hindering 
the receiving of such blessings.

Remembering life as well as death 

When reflecting upon these military 

events in the land of covenant promise it is 
good for us to remember the principle of 
life. While honouring those who gave their 
lives at these battles, we would do well to 
also reflect upon the countless thousands 
of lives which were saved by their sacrifice, 
and how also their sacrifice provided an 
opportunity for the formation in time of 
five sovereign Arab nations (Syria, Iraq, 
Jordan, Lebanon and Saudi Arabia) and of 
one Jewish nation, Israel.

Opportunities were thus provided for 
both Arab and Jewish people to enjoy 
life from under the ‘yoke of slavery’ of 
the Ottoman Turkish Empire. How each 
of these people groups has responded 
to these opportunities of freedom is 
another matter altogether, but the 
service of our soldiers at least helped to 
provide them with that opportunity.

There would seem to be a spiritual 
principle here. We should not for instance 
remember the slavery of the Israelites in 
Egypt without also remembering God’s 
gracious act of redemption in bringing 
them into freedom, nor should we 
remember the death of Jesus without 
also remembering His resurrection and 
the granting of spiritual life to us.

Our guiding principle when viewing 
these upcoming remembrance events 
then could be taken from the words 
given by Paul to the Ephesians: ‘For 
by grace you have been saved through 
faith; and not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God.’ (Ephesians 2:8, NASB)
1Kevork Bardakijian, Hitler and the Armenian 
Genocide, (Massachuesetts, 1985), cited in  
www.ani-dc.org

___________________________________
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An Armenian woman kneeling beside a dead child in field “within sight of help and safety at Aleppo”. Source: Wikipedia - photo created between 1915-1919

NEW! 31 October - Destiny’s Date?
This new documentary from respected 
historian and author, Kelvin Crombie, 
looks at four major events in world history 
from 1517 to 1917 - all of which occurred 
on the 31st October. These events all 
share significance with each other in that 
they all seem to converge with Biblical 
prophecies concerning the restoration 
of Israel. The links are such that it almost 
seems as if they were destined to occur 
on the same day.

The final major event mentioned occurred 
on 31 October 1917 when the British War 
Cabinet agreed to establish a national 

home for the Jewish people in the land of 
Israel. On that same day British and Anzac 
troops won a key battle at Beersheba, a 
victory often associated with the famous 
charge of the Australian Light Horse.

Was all that happened coincidence or 
divine providence? 

For Your Gift of: $25 (inludes postage)

Use the form on the backpage of this 
newspaper to get your copy or donate 
online at www.c4israel.com.au/store



The above Scripture is inscribed on a 
memorial erected over a mass grave of 
fifty Jewish people in Berschad, a small 
Jewish shtetl (Jewish town) 
in West Ukraine.  There are 
thousands of mass graves 
in this country, containing 
millions of Jewish bones.  
Mass graves are still 
being uncovered such 
is the immensity of the 
monstrous, murderous 
actions perpetrated 
on Ukraine’s Jewish 
communities over many 
centuries, culminating in 
WWII.  As I stood there I 
reflected on Moses’ words 
as he exhorted the children 
of Israel not to forget the things they had 
seen, not letting them depart from their 
hearts but to make them known to future 
generations.  

I remain deeply impacted by my time with 
the Christians for Israel International’s 
team in Ukraine, led by Koen Carlier.  
What a privilege it was to meet and work 
with this team as they continue to labour 
for the Lord, bringing comfort and hope 
to His Chosen people in Ukraine.  

One of the Christians for Israel 
International’s projects is assisting 
Jewish people to make Aliyah (going 
home to Israel) and a major area for 
this work is in Ukraine. Having the 
opportunity to briefly co-labour with 
other Christians by reaching out to and 
assisting impoverished, aging Jewish 
people particularly holocaust survivors 
was intensely moving.  Encouraging and 
assisting younger Jewish people, who 
see no future in Ukraine, is also a major 
part of the work.  C4I so far has helped 
130,000 Jews to build a future in Israel 
- the land where God wants them to be.  

The small, committed team in Ukraine, 
led by Koen Carlier, are men and 
women of God who work with hearts 
filled with love for Jewish people living 
in meagre conditions in this still very 
anti-Semitic country. They are aware 
of the urgency of the times with what 
seems to be a controlled war in the East 
causing great distress to many. A large 

part of the Christians for 
Israel’s program is to offer 
international passport 
assistance to Jewish 
Ukrainians who may need 
to flee suddenly should 
the war escalate and 
reach across the Ukraine.  
So far there have been 
approximately 12,000 
people killed in the 
Russian incursion. Over 
and over again history 
demonstrates that the 
Jewish community is often 
blamed for a nation’s 

(often self-inflicted) woes. As Bible-
believing Christians we know that the 
reverse is God’s promise, with blessing 
or cursing the end result of how a 
nation treats its Jews.  Another Jewish 
catastrophe could happen at any time 
in Ukraine as it is becoming obvious that 
once more a rising tide of anti-Semitism 
is building.    

Whilst in Ukraine, and travelling with 
the team from village to village, I was 

particularly struck by the trust, affection 
and respect that is spontaneously 
exhibited by the Jewish communities 
toward Koen and his team. I could 
see that this bond has been earned 
by faithful, consistent and genuine 
love displayed by the C4I team.  The 
practical aid of the regular delivery of 
much needed food parcels is proffered 
with deep humility and thanksgiving for 
God’s first born son - the Jewish nation, 
a nation created by God and mistreated 
and wronged for millennia by other 
nations.  I noted how the parcels and 
the friendship were received by the 
Jewish people with dignity, poise and 
appreciation.  A great deal of this is due 
to the sensitivity, together with a shared 
grief in the catastrophic events that 
culminated in the 1940’s, that surrounds 
the Christians for Israel work and witness 
in Ukraine. 

It was so valuable and moving for me 
to take part in packing the food parcels 
and then to witness the reception 
of these eagerly awaited parcels 
which contained food staples and the 
information regarding the all important 
passport assistance. These provisions, 
supplied by Christians for Israel, are 
possible because of the contributions 
of Christians world-wide. The enormous 
gap, caused by millennia of Jewish 
bloodshed and unspeakable suffering 
at the hands of so-called “Christian 
nations”, narrows each time a Christian 

hand genuinely clasps a Jewish hand, 
seeking forgiveness for past horrors.  
Real and sincere love is a powerful 
remedy to counter the grief, the 
suffering and the brokenness of Jewish 
hearts and lives, dreams long ago 
replaced with recurring nightmares of 
the dreadfulness of witnessing parents 
and siblings murdered in grotesque 
ways, often buried alive. Paul said in 1 
Corinthians 13:13 “And now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love. But the 
greatest of these is love”.  

Sitting around simple tables in humble 
Jewish abodes in various villages and 
towns, being generously offered cups 
of tea and refreshments from these 
precious folk without much to spare, was 
such an honour.  Our conversations were, 
in the main, needing translation, but the 
tragedy that was reflected in their eyes 
as they recounted painful memories of 
horrific times and experiences, needed 
no translation.  Gone were their happy 
childhoods, gone was their youthful 
vitality, gone were their parents, gone 
were their siblings, gone were their 
grandparents, gone was their health, 
gone was the possibility of brilliant careers 
and, in many cases as a result of brutal 
treatment, gone were the opportunities 
to become parents themselves. 

Travelling thousands of kilometres 
annually on atrocious Ukrainian roads, 
in all weathers, is part of the ministry of 
the C4I team.  They are truly committed 
to the Lord’s call to comfort His people.  
Whilst I was there the winter snow was 
melting and added to the “adventure” 
with large trucks, buses, cars and other 
assorted vehicles trying to find a way 
through sludge-filled holes, slush and 
flowing water creating ever deeper 
and ever widening holes.  These were 
main highways.  The state of the roads 
really adds a serious aspect to the work 
because of the high cost and time 
required for mechanical repairs to the 
C4I vehicles.  (To be continued). 
___________________________________

Judy Russell is a great granddaughter of 
Trooper Donald McBean, a Light Horseman 
who served with the 1st Australian Light 
Horse in “Palestine’ in 1917.

To contact Judy call 0410 403 616 or 
judyrussell.private@gmail.com

5A 7 DAY PRE-FORUM WORKING TOUR TO UKRAINE: PART II — by Judy RussellJune 2017

DO NOT FORGET THE THINGS YOUR EYES HAVE SEEN
“Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul diligently, so that you do not forget the 
things which your eyes have seen and they do not depart from your heart all the days of 
your life; but make them known to your sons and your grandsons” - Deuteronomy 4:9

Holocaust survivors Lila and Rita, with Judy (on right).

Packing some of the 2000 food parcels into trucks in 
readiness for distribution to impoverished Jewish people.

Another 
Jewish 

catastrophe 
could happen 
at any time in 

Ukraine...

ISRAEL TOUR 
18 Oct - 6 Nov 2017

*Please note if you are not travelling with a companion & a suitable same gender roommate is not available you will need to pay 
the single room supplement. Price is subject to a minimum of 20 full paying adults, currency fluctuation, & increase in Airline 

Ticket/Departure Taxes - conditions apply.

This tour to Israel will feature the 100th 
Anniversary Commemorations of the 
Victory at Beersheba (1917-2017)

Join longtime C4I advocate Judy 
Russell on her seventh tour to Israel, 
visiting Turkey beforehand, in this 
centenary year of the Light Horse 
Charge on Beersheba. In Israel you’ll 
be accompanied by Paul Longfield 
(C4I Australia’s Vice president and 
Bible teacher) and his wife Marg 
(worship leader).

See how the Lord is gathering His 
chosen people from the lands where 
He drove them in His anger 2000 years 
ago. Witness prophecy being fulfilled 
and delight in the opportunities to 
worship with, and learn from, the Body 
of Messiah – Jewish and Arab believers.

TOUR FOCUS: To remember the 
sacrifice of the ANZACS who fought 
in WWI in Turkey and in ‘Palestine’. To 
seek more understanding of the eternal 
consequences and spiritual destiny 
of Australia and her role (with other 
nations) in the release of Jerusalem from 
Ottoman rule following the victory at 
Beersheba in 1917. This victory paved 
the way for the re-birth of the modern 

State of Israel in 1948. Has Australia 
been blessed according to Genesis 12:3 
because of her continued stand with 
Israel?  What is the Church’s role? 

TOUR FEATURES:
Turkey: Istanbul, Gallipoli, 
Pergamum, and Ephesus.  
(Optional pre-tour extension with 
Judy from the 13th of Oct - contact 
Trish for pricing details.)

Israel: Galilee, Samaria, Jerusalem, 
Dead Sea, Jericho, Negev Desert, 
and the Beersheba Light Horse 100th 
Anniversary Celebrations.

The Israel segment will be guided by 
Israeli Hanna Ben Haim. Hanna is an 
excellent tour guide and teacher mixing 
the Hebraic understanding with her 
knowledge and understanding of God’s 
word.

To express your interest and obtain 
an Itinerary and booking form contact 
our Travel Agent Trish Cortizo from 
Olive Tree Travel.

HURRY! 
BOOKINGS LIMITED

Subject to availability*

in association with  
Christians for Israel Australia

1300 550 830 
trish@olivetreetravel.com.au

100th ANZAC Beersheba Anniversary



6 June 2017A Burdensome Stone by Kameel Majdali

It has got to be one of the greatest 
puzzles in foreign policy today. A city of 
under 1 million people, lacking major 
roads, waterways, or rivers. In fact, its 
mountainous terrain makes access a 
real challenge. It possesses no natural 
resources, except some religious sites. 
In other words, it has none of the normal 
ingredients of greatness. 

Its international legal status continues 
to be in limbo. Though it serves as a 
capital city, no 
foreign embassies 
are found there. 
Yet, from the 
highlands of New 
Guinea to the 
jungles of the 
Amazon, the name 
recognition of this 
city is universal. It 
is the subject of 
frequent United 
Nations resolutions and causes foreign 
secretaries of major western countries 
to have sleepless nights. 

The city in question is none other 
than Jerusalem. What we are going to 
discover is that the global spotlight will 
shine more and more in the coming 
days. It will go from a global ‘concern’ to 
‘obsession.’ What’s more, this attention 
was forecast 2,500 years ago in Scripture.

Jerusalem has a 4,000 year old history. 
The first 1,000 years (2000 BC) it was as 
a heathen town called ‘Jebus,’ perched 
on a slope known as Ophel. Despite its 
size, it eluded capture and occupation by 
Joshua, the judges, and even King Saul. 
The second 1000 years (1000 BC) it was 
captured by Joab and David’s mighty 
men (II Samuel 5; I Chronicles 11). In a 
masterstroke of genius, David took this 
‘neutral city’ that belonged to none of 
the Israelite tribes, and made it his capital 
and royal city. Once he moved the Ark of 
God there, Jerusalem became a holy city, 
known as the ‘City of David, City of God.’

Yet another dimension occurred that 
would catapult the city into prominence. 
In II Samuel 7 and I Chronicles 17, God 

made a covenant with David, known as 
the ‘Davidic Covenant.’ The terms were 
simple: God would give David a son 
who would rule on his throne forever.  
Bonus point: David’s son would 
simultaneously be God’s Son as well. This 
Son would be known as The Messiah, 
the Anointed One (King of kings, Lord of 
Lords, Anointed of the anointed), Son of 
David - Son of God.

One thousand years later, a two thousand 
year old Jerusalem 
welcomed Jesus 
of Nazareth on His 
triumphal entry with 
cries of ‘Hosanna to 
the Son of David, 
Blessed is He 
who comes in the 
Name of the Lord.’ 
Yet, in a matter of 
days, this same city 
turned on Him with 

fury and He was crucified on a Roman 
cross. His crime was written above: 
Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.’

Decades later, David’s capital was 
destroyed by the Romans, the Jewish 
people were dispersed, and Jerusalem 
was occupied by a series of rulers: 
Romans, Byzantines, Persians, Arabs, 
Crusaders, Mamluks, Ottomans, British, 
and Jordanians. Then, on June 7, 1967, 
at the height of the Six Day War, the 
Israel Defence Forces captured the Old 
City and Mount of Olives and reunited 
the city. By the end of the month, Israel 
annexed the eastern sector, declared 
Jerusalem as its indivisible, united, 
and eternal capital. When it came to 
future peace talks with the Arabs, Israel 
declared ‘Jerusalem is not negotiable’ 
and this was its policy until 2000.

A Burdensome Stone

Zechariah prophesied that in the last 
days Jerusalem would become a ‘cup 
of trembling’ for the neighbouring 
nations (Zechariah 12:2). Anyone who 
drinks from the cup becomes senseless. 
There’s more: Verse 3 says Jerusalem will 
be a ‘burdensome stone’ for all people. 

Anyone who burdens themselves with 
it will be cut into pieces, despite the 
fact that all the people of the earth be 
gathered together against it.

Will the issue of Jerusalem and 
its ownership morph from mere 
international concern to international 
conflict? Will the nations of the world 
actually go to war against Jerusalem?

Consider the following:

1. UN Resolutions: Jerusalem has been 
the subject of 57 resolutions from 1947 
to 2006.

2. Tel Aviv Embassies: All countries 
who have diplomatic relations with Israel 
refuse to accord de jure recognition of 
Jerusalem as capital to the Jewish state. 
Foreign embassies are located in Tel Aviv, 
65 kilometres away.

3. ‘Jerusalem is Not Negotiable:’ This 
lasted until 2000 when Israeli Prime 
Minister Ehud Barak offered Palestine 
Authority President Yasser Arafat most of 
the West Bank and part of Jerusalem for 
a future Palestinian state. Though Arafat 
rejected Barak’s offer, the ‘genie’ of a 
negotiable, divisible Jerusalem never 
returned to the bottle - it has remained 
on the table ever since.

4. UNESCO Resolution October 2016: 
It refused to recognise the importance 
of the Western Wall and Temple Mount, 
known to the Muslims as al-Haram al-
Sharif, to the Jewish people, as if the 
Dome of the Rock and al-Aqsa Mosque 

were the only shrines to ever exist 
there. Note: UNESCO Director General 
Irina Bokova and UN General Secretary 
Antonio Guterres did make conciliatory 
remarks to Israel; the latter affirming 
there was a Jewish temple on the mount.

5. UN Resolution 2334 December 
23, 2016: Led by New Zealand, the 
Security Council passed this resolution 
(the US abstained) saying all territory 
not in Israel’s hands on 4 June 1967 (the 
day before the outbreak of the Six Day 
War), including the Old City, is ‘occupied 
Palestinian territory.’ That includes the 
Western Wall, Jewish Quarter, and Mount 
of Olives Jewish cemetery. 

6. Paris Peace Conference January 
2017: 70 countries came to discuss the 
fate of Israel, Palestine, and Jerusalem - 
70 countries! 

Yes, the world cares about Jerusalem 
and one day it will turn to conflict.

What’s All the Fuss?

The bottom line in the controversy of 
Jerusalem is theological. Jerusalem is the 
‘City of the Great King’ (Ps 48:2; Matt 5:35). 
According to Psalm 2, the nations will be 
in turmoil and try to stop the coming of 
the king. According to Zechariah 14:3-4, 
they will fail and the king’s feet will stand 
on the Mount of Olives. 

Zechariah’s scenario is quickly coming 
into focus. That is why people of faith 
are called to ‘pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem’ (Psalm 122:6).
___________________________________

Kameel Majdali is the 
director for the Teach All 
Nations (TAN) ministry in 
Melbourne, Australia. He 
came to faith as a teenager 
after reading a Gideon’s 

Bible on his family book shelf. Once he 
finished his undergraduate studies, he went 
to the Middle East to do a Master’s degree. 
He preached his first sermon on Mount Zion. 
His radio show ‘Faith and the Future’ can be 
heard Mon - Fri evening on Vision Christian 
Radio across Australia www.vision.org.au 
He & his wife Leanne now travel worldwide 
in full-time ministry. www.tan.org.au

Will the nations of 
the world actually 
go to war against 

Jerusalem?

Aerial view of a the Temple Mount and the City of David from the east.

Intrigued by this Article?

Go deeper with Dr Kameel 
Majdali in his latest 
teaching DVD as he further 
unpacks the Prophetic 
significance of Jerusalem’s  
role in God’s unfolding plan 
for the future and  last days.
Approx length 1.5 hours

A Burdensome Stone
Kameel Majdali

$15
12351DVD

vision.org.au/store  
1800 00 50 11



Understanding the Feasts of the Lord, Part II - Shavuot/Pentecost -  by Paul Longfield 7June 2017

For almost two millenia there has been 
controversy, particularly in Gentile 
Christian thinking regarding the Biblical 
festivals the Jewish people have upheld.

By way of contrast, what most Christians 
have upheld traditionally in Sunday 
observance and Christmas and Easter 
celebrations are not directly given by 
God in Scripture. 

The origins of the Jewish feasts are 
clear and precise in Scripture as being 
God given, Holy convocations (special 
assemblies) which were intended by Him 
to be eternal. 

Most Christians have dismissed these 
God-given festivals as Old Testament and 
only for Israel and many believe that if New 
Testament believers were to observe them 
in any way, we could be placing ourselves 
under law and in effect negate the New 
Covenant benefits in our lives. 

If, however, we believe that the Body of 
Christ (Messiah) is consistent with Paul’s 
description in Ephesians 2, comprising 
both Jew and Gentile, we should at 
least be looking for a level of mutual 
understanding on these important issues 
with our Messianic brethren.

We cannot expect Jewish believers to 
abandon the God-given Biblical Festivals 
in favour of our man-made alternatives.

Let us look at the God’s 2nd. major 
festival which He introduced from 
Leviticus 23

PENTECOST / SHAVUOT
“Count fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath; then you shall offer 
a new grain offering to the LORD. 
You shall bring from your dwellings 
two wave loaves of two-tenths of an 
ephah. They shall be of fine flour; 
they shall be baked with leaven. They 
are the firstfruits to the LORD.” 

It should not seem strange to Gentile 
believers that Jewish 
believers in the Messiah 
would, in most cases, 
continue to keep Sabbath 
and the Feasts which God 
gave them. Unfortunately, 
many Gentile believers 
have little understanding 
nor teaching on these 
matters.

According to rabbinical 
teachings, Shavuot 
(weeks), remembers the 
time when the nation of 
Israel received the Laws of 
God inscribed in stone and 
in fact became a nation 
under God at the foot of 
Mt Sinai. From the Greek, 
we have inherited the word pentēkostē 
in Greek, Pentecost in English.

This day then, as recorded in Acts 2, 
was not a random event but a specific 

occasion when God fulfilled His prophetic 
Word by sending the ‘The Promise of the 
Father’ to His waiting believers, initiating 
the New Covenant church/assembly.

“The festival of Shavu`ot arrived, and 
the believers all gathered together in 
one place.”

“Suddenly there came a sound from 
the sky like the roar of 
a violent wind, and it 
filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. 
Then they saw what 
looked like tongues of 
fire, which separated 
and came to rest on 
each one of them. 
They were all filled with 
the Ruach HaKodesh 
and began to talk in 
different languages, as 
the Spirit enabled them 
to speak.” 

“Now there were 
staying in Yerushalayim 
religious Jews from 
every nation under 

heaven. When they heard this 
sound, a crowd gathered; they were 
confused, because each one heard 
the believers speaking in his own 
language …….How is it that we hear 

them speaking in our own languages 
about the great things God has 
done?” 

…Acts 2:1-6 & V11. Complete 
Jewish Bible, D. Stern.

There are some amazing parallels drawn 
with what happened at Sinai and the 
events of this Day of Pentecost some 
1200 years later….

1. Both events occurred on a 
mountain (Mt. Sinai and Mt. Zion) both 
of which were called the mountain of 
God – Exodus 24:13 & Isaiah 2:3

2. Both events happened to a newly 
redeemed people. The Exodus 
marked the birth of the Israelite 
nation while the Pentecost events 
recorded in Acts 2 marked the birth 
of the church.

3. Both events involved God’s people 
receiving a gift-Torah and Spirit.

4. In both events the gift was given 
by God settling on a mountain with 
the fire of His Spirit

5. Both events took place at the 
same time on the same month

6. The Israelites left Egypt on 
Passover and 40 days later arrived 
at Sinai. Then Moses went up on a 

mountain to meet with God (Mt. Sinai). 
Ten days later Moses came down with 
the Torah and the Israelites broke the 
covenant and 3000 people died as a 
result. Jesus died on Passover and 
40 days later went up on a mountain 
to meet God (Mt. Of Olives). Ten 
days after Jesus ascended, the Holy 
Spirit came down and 3000 people 
were saved!

7. Fifty days after sacrificing the 
Passover Lamb, the Israelites 
received a covenant from God, 
50 days after sacrificing Jesus, Our 
Passover Lamb, believers received the 
Promise of the Father, the Promised 
Holy Spirit. (John 1:33)

8. Both events had similar sounds 
and symbols-wind, fire, smoke, 
voices—the Hebrew word translated 
thunder in Exodus is “kolot” (Strong’s 
H6963), which means voices or 
languages. Think about this in light of 
the Acts 2 events.

9. The fire at Sinai was one fire 
visible by all; the fire at Pentecost 
was individual fires on every person. 
In the event at Mt. Sinai, the people 
were kept away from the fire, but in 
Acts, the fire came to the people.

10. Both events had theophanies, 
that is God’s presence was evident 
(Exodus 19:18-20 & Acts 2:4)

11. In both events God gave His 
Torah (Law) to His People and in 
both cases He sealed the covenant 
that He had made with them. At Sinai 
He gave the Law written by His finger 
on tablets of stone. At Pentecost, He 
gave the Law written on Tablets of the 
Heart. (2 Corinthians 3:3)

12. In both events a mixed multitude 
of people were represented (Exodus 
12:38 & Acts 2:5)13) The Torah 
attempted to change people from 
the outside (without). The Holy Spirit 
changes from within. The word “Torah” 
means teaching and in John 14:26 the 
Holy Spirit is called the teacher.

How amazing that each of the Lord’s 
Festivals have both an Old Testament 
fundamental meaning, but also a New 
Testament fulfilment. This is why it is 
so important to have insights as New 
Testament gentile believers into the 
Jewish or Hebraic roots of our Christian 
faith and heritage.
___________________________________

Paul and Marg Longfield are available 
to conduct both 
Sabbath evenings 
and to teach on 
the Festivals and 
their relevance 
to the Christian 
Church today. Find 
out how easily 
this can be done 

with detailed guidelines from this ministry. 
For more information, contact them on 
kokim@iprimus.com.au or 0410456806

Artist depiction of Peter teaching at Pentecost, Acts 2:14

God fulfilled 
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of the Father’ 
to His waiting 

believers

HAPPY SHAVUOT!  
Celebrating Pentecost (the feast of weeks)
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Mens Watch
SKU: 2092GFT

Ladies Watch
SKU: 173GFT

A GIFT YOUR LOVED ONES WILL 
TREASURE FOR A LIFETIME!

RRP $125ea

$100*our gift to you 
for your gift of:

“...for such a time as this.”

or order on page 12 of this paper

*Not to be used in conjunction with any other 
offer or general donation. Please tick your 

selection on page 12 with your order or from  
www.c4israel.com.au/store

AVAILABLE FORMATS: 
BOOK    |    DVD    |    Study Guide    |    Study Bundle

AVAILABLE FORMATS: 
PAPERBACK   |   DVD   |   Bundle 

SAVE $10 600 pages

Paperback

Jerusalem is a unique city – a holy place 
for many people around the world and the 
focus of world history.

In this series Author Rev Willem Glashouwer 
puts Jerusalem into a historical, theological and 
prophetic perspective and shows the ancient and 
spiritual roots of Jerusalem, the central place of 
the temple, Jerusalem in relation to the Kingdom 
and the role of Jerusalem in the End Times.

The key chapters covered within this resource:

1. Jerusalem and the times of the Gentiles
2. The roots of Jerusalem
3. In search of the Holy Place
4. Jerusalem and the Temple
5. Jerusalem and the Kingdom
6. Jerusalem and the End Times

Most of all this teaching series will show that 
Jerusalem is a sign of hope for the whole world.

$15

$50

$30

$20

$20

$10

$60

$30

NEW!

Explores the significance of this unique 
city from a Biblical point of view.

Looking for gift ideas?
Order online or see back page for order form.

www.c4israel.com.au/store
facebook.com/c4israelAUS

New Teaching Resources + Premium Gifts

Discover what really took place at 
Gallipoli in 1917. Find out how a small 
number of men, the Australian Light Horse 
and New Zealand Mounted Rifles, together 
with British mounted and infantry soldiers 
were able to capture Jerusalem from the 
Ottoman Empire (Turkey) in World War I. 
Includes archival material and culminates 
on 25 April 1920, when the League of 
Nations legally laid the foundations for 
Israel and for some of those Arab nations 
to come into existence.

Today many individuals, institutions and even 
nations are endeavouring to delegitimise the 
right for the nation of Israel to exist in the land of 
Israel. Additionally, many are attempting to deny 
the actual existence or true identity or mission 
of Jesus of Nazareth.This book explores the dual 
roles of the nation of Israel and of Jesus. Special 
emphasis is given to the promises of God which 
were confirmed by the swearing of an oath, and 
of the relevance of these sworn oaths today.

(DVD+Study Guide)(paperback)

GALLIPOLI: The Road to Jerusalem
by Kelvin Crombie

by Kelvin Crombie
Israel, Jesus and Covenant

NEW!



Upcoming Conferences and Seminars 9June 2017

GOLD COAST
Reachout for Christ at Carrara is located at 
288 Gooding Drive, which may be accessed 
via exit 77 on the eastern side of the MI.
There are ample car parking spaces at this location. 
The conference will be held in the church auditorium 
– which is located on the upper level. Lunch, morning 
and afternoon teas will be served on the lower level. 
Morning and afternoon teas are free. Lunch is available 
at a cost of $10.00, which needs to be ordered when 
registering for the conference.

BRISBANE
The Sandgate Uniting Church at 116 Board Street 
Deagon is easily accessed off the Gateway Motorway. 
Parking is limited at the front of the church building on 
Board Street. More parking is available at the rear of 
the building, off Adams Street. 
Morning and afternoon teas are free. Lunch is available 
at a cost of $10.00, which needs to be ordered when 
registering for the conference.

Information
GOOD NEWS FOR ISRAEL LTD
Registered by the Australian Charities and 
Not‑for‑profits Commission, ‘GNFI’ was founded 
by Fraser Harding and his late wife Jayne on 
22 July 2002. The primary aims of the ministry are:

To proclaim Jesus as the Son of the Living 
God, the Messiah of the Jews, and Saviour 
and Lord of all mankind.

To teach Christians about God’s eternal 
purposes for Israel (both land and people).

To stand with the local Jewish community 
against anti-Semitic acts and attitudes.

Contact details: 
Good News for Israel 
PO Box 422 
Runaway Bay QLD 4216 
0418 762 402

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL AUSTRALIA INC.
Founded in the UK in 1969 by the late Ken 
Burnett, this ministry extended to Australia in 
1991 and is administered by Patrick and Joan 
Sheehan. Its primary function is to encourage 
and support the developing “Body of Messiah” 
in Israel of both Jews and Arabs through 
prayer and practical giving. Regular prayer and 
news publications are provided to subscribers. 
A distinct aim of PFI is to establish prayer 
groups wherever possible. 
Contact details: 
Prayer for Israel – Australia 
PO Box 287 
Wavell Heights QLD 4012 
07 3265 4714

Supporting the Messianic Communities In Israel

 DAY CONFERENCES

ISRAEL JESUS 
& COVENANT
GOLD COAST
Saturday 22nd July 2017 
Reachout for Christ 
288 Gooding Drive, 
Carrara

BRISBANE
Saturday 29th July 2017 
Sandgate Uniting Church 
116 Board Street, Deagon

Organised by 
Good News for Israel  
In conjunction with 
Prayer for Israel

Conference locations

Register and pay online at
www.goodnewsforisrael.com

COST
EARLY BIRD (to 30 June): $38.50 single  |   $49.50 couple
After 30 June: $49.50 single  |  $60.50 couple
(Lunch optional @ $10 per person)

Christine was born in Toowoomba 
Australia, but she is a true 
Jerusalemite having lived in Israel 
for more than 40 years, with all 
of her five children being born in 
Jerusalem. Living through wars 
and terror, she can testify to the 
saving power of God shielding and 
healing her loved ones on many 
occasions. Christine’s speaking 
ministry extends into the UK, 
USA, Singapore, New Zealand 
and Australia. Her messages 
based on Scripture, are seasoned 
with a unique sense of humour 
while also providing a practical 
approach to intercession... with 
a view to ‘praying for the peace  
of Jerusalem’.

SYDNEY
Sat 22nd July, 9:30am -5:00pm
Venue: Conference Venue St Anne’s Ryde 
Auditorium 42 Church Street Ryde
Host: Derek Prince Ministries
FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER:  
(02) 9604 0670   |  www.derekprince.com.au

Tue 25th July, 12pm - 1:30pm 
Venue: NSW Parliament House, 
6 Macquarie Street
Host: Christian Worldview
FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER: 
0410 403 616 (Judy Russell)

ADELAIDE
Thu 27th July, 9:30am - 3:30pm
Venue: 27 Sturt Street Adelaide 
Host: Australian House of Prayer for All Nations 
FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER: 
 (08) 8370 1256   |  www.trybooking.com/PZOF 

MELBOURNE
Sat 29th July, 9:30am - 4:30pm
Venue: Crossway Baptist Church, 2 Vision Dr, Burwood East
Host: Shalom Israel
FOR DETAILS AND TO REGISTER: 
www.shalomisrael.com.au 

Author and historian, Kelvin was 
born in WA and has spent 25 
years working in the old City of 
Jerusalem as a guide, researcher 
and writer. His knowledge 
about the ANZACs is legendary. 
He is one of the organizers of 
the centenary celebrations at 
BeerSheva Israel in October 
2017. Kelvin’s latest DVD titled 
‘31 October – Destiny’s Date?’ 
tells the story of the ANZAC Light 
Horse Charge at BeerSheva in 
1917 and its ramifications. His 
writings include ‘Anzacs and 
Israel’, ‘In Covenant with Jesus’ 
and ‘Gallipoli – the Road to 
Jerusalem’. His latest is ‘Israel, 
Jesus & Covenant’.

Documentary filmmaker, 
Hugh has more than 45 
years experience in the film 
and television industry. Well 
known for his productions 
of ‘Jerusalem the Covenant 
City’, Blessing Curse or 
Coincidence’, ‘The Forsaken 
Promise’ and several others, 
he has achieved over 200 
production credits and more 
than a dozen international 
awards. His current work titled 
‘Whose Land’ will explore the 
issue about lawful ownership 
of the Land of Israel.

SPEAKERS

DATES & VENUES

CHRISTINE SAKAKIBARA

Saturday 29th July 2017
Sandgate Uniting Church
116 Board Street
Deagon

BRISBANE
Saturday 22nd July 2017
Reachout for Christ
288 Gooding Drive
Carrara

GOLD COAST

KELVIN CROMBIE HUGH KITSON

GOLD COAST
Reachout for Christ at Carrara is located at 
288 Gooding Drive, which may be accessed 
via exit 77 on the eastern side of the MI.
There are ample car parking spaces at this location. 
The conference will be held in the church auditorium 
– which is located on the upper level. Lunch, morning 
and afternoon teas will be served on the lower level. 
Morning and afternoon teas are free. Lunch is available 
at a cost of $10.00, which needs to be ordered when 
registering for the conference.

BRISBANE
The Sandgate Uniting Church at 116 Board Street 
Deagon is easily accessed off the Gateway Motorway. 
Parking is limited at the front of the church building on 
Board Street. More parking is available at the rear of 
the building, off Adams Street. 
Morning and afternoon teas are free. Lunch is available 
at a cost of $10.00, which needs to be ordered when 
registering for the conference.

Information
GOOD NEWS FOR ISRAEL LTD
Registered by the Australian Charities and 
Not‑for‑profits Commission, ‘GNFI’ was founded 
by Fraser Harding and his late wife Jayne on 
22 July 2002. The primary aims of the ministry are:

To proclaim Jesus as the Son of the Living 
God, the Messiah of the Jews, and Saviour 
and Lord of all mankind.

To teach Christians about God’s eternal 
purposes for Israel (both land and people).

To stand with the local Jewish community 
against anti-Semitic acts and attitudes.

Contact details: 
Good News for Israel 
PO Box 422 
Runaway Bay QLD 4216 
0418 762 402

PRAYER FOR ISRAEL AUSTRALIA INC.
Founded in the UK in 1969 by the late Ken 
Burnett, this ministry extended to Australia in 
1991 and is administered by Patrick and Joan 
Sheehan. Its primary function is to encourage 
and support the developing “Body of Messiah” 
in Israel of both Jews and Arabs through 
prayer and practical giving. Regular prayer and 
news publications are provided to subscribers. 
A distinct aim of PFI is to establish prayer 
groups wherever possible. 
Contact details: 
Prayer for Israel – Australia 
PO Box 287 
Wavell Heights QLD 4012 
07 3265 4714

Supporting the Messianic Communities In Israel

 DAY CONFERENCES

ISRAEL JESUS 
& COVENANT
GOLD COAST
Saturday 22nd July 2017 
Reachout for Christ 
288 Gooding Drive, 
Carrara

BRISBANE
Saturday 29th July 2017 
Sandgate Uniting Church 
116 Board Street, Deagon

Organised by 
Good News for Israel  
In conjunction with 
Prayer for Israel

Conference locations

GOLD COAST BRISBANE
SAT 22 JULY SAT 29 JULY

Good News for Israel, in conjunction with Prayer for Israel Australia, 
would like to invite you to come and hear inspiring messages from 
Christine Sakakibara, Kelvin Crombie and Hugh Kitson.
A love offering will be received for each of the speakers and their 
particular ministry.

GET YOUR 

TICKETS TODAY!

Our

Israel’s Soon Coming King
Bible Prophecy Seminar

Session Times
SATURDAY 22nd July 2017

9.00am  Doors Open / Registration
9.30am  -  10.00am Praise & Worship
10.00am  -  11.00am Session 1:  Amir Tsarfati
11.00am  -  11.30am Morning Tea
11.30am  -  12.30am Session 2:  Amir Tsarfati
12.30pm  -  2.00pm Lunch
2.00pm   -  2.15pm Praise & Worship
2.15pm   -  3.15pm Session 3:  Robyn Green-Beezley
3.15pm   -  3.45 pm Afternoon Tea
3.45pm   - 4.45pm Session 4:  Amir Tsarfati

AN OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN BEFORE THE FINAL SESSION

Our Guest Speakers

AMIR TSARFATI ROBYN GREEN-BEEZLEY
Robyn Green Beezley is an Indigenous 
Gospel Recording Artist and songwriter, 
whose career has spanned more than 30 
years. She has released eight albums and 
sung to hundreds of thousands of people.  
Always looking to push the boundaries to 
share her faith, Robyn is one of Australia’s 
most respected Gospel singers.  She travels 
extensively around Australia and overseas, 
singing at many  prestigious events and 
churches, and sharing the gospel to many 
isolated communities, churches and prisons.  
Robyn is married to Outreach Pastor 
Anthony Beezley, they have 4 children and 

8 grandchildren. Their desire is to travel this nation to promote the gospel to the 
outback, and in particular to the First Nations people.  They have a mandate to 
seek and save that which was lost! (Mark 16:20) They both move in the prophetic 
anointing and many signs and wonders follow the preaching of the Word.

Amir was born in Jerusalem to a Jewish family 
and heard about the Messiah while living with 
a foster family as a high school senior. After 
seeing the “Jesus” film by Campus Crusade, 
he accepted Jesus into his heart, and this 
was the turning point in his life. Amir joined 
the Israel Defence Forces in 1990.He served 
in the IDF Armored (Tank) Corps and after 
graduating in 1992, he was stationed in 
Jericho. Shortly afterward, the peace process 
began and Jericho was the first city transferred 
to the Palestinian Authority. Amir, then 21, 
was appointed as active Deputy Governor of 
Jericho and the Jordan Valley, also becoming 
one of Israel’s military negotiators with the 
Palestinians.  Since 1999, Amir has been invited 

to churches, prophecy seminars and conferences around the world, to teach on current 
events in Israel in light of Bible prophecy.  Since 2004, Amir has been consultant to 
various law enforcement agencies and seminars on homeland-security issues.  Amir, 
his wife and their four children live in northern Israel.

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the 
dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. Therefore encourage one 
another with these words. - 1 Thess 4:16-18

O God, do not remain silent; do not turn a deaf ear, do not stand aloof, O 
God.  See how Your enemies growl, how Your foes rear their heads. With 
cunning they conspire against Your people; they plot against those You 
cherish. “Come,” they say, “let us destroy them as a nation, so that Israel’s 
name is remembered no more.” - Psalm 83:1-4


Session 1:  The Wars of Israel - God’s Protection
Session 2:  Understanding the Times - Syria, Russia, Iran
Session 3:  Our Great Southland
Session 4:  The Mystery of the Rapture

Please note that DPM will provide refreshments for morning and afternoon 
tea but no lunch. Bring your own lunch or you can buy from the various 

food outlets in the Top Ryde Shopping Centre which is a five minute walk.

Conference 2017 Flyer mk3.indd   2 26-Mar-17   9:56:58 PM

Featuring: IDF Major and 
International Speaker Amir 
Tsarfati Coming to Sydney, 
Adelaide and Melbourne

About Amir Tsarfati
Amir is a former deputy governor of Jericho, a 
major in the Israeli Defence Force, and an expert 
tour guide who has guided US congressmen on 
tour. Amir is known as a respected and engaging 
international speaker on Bible Prophecy and the 
latest trends in the Middle East. Amir’s passion is to 

make the church aware of the times we are in and 
to prepare God’s people for Jesus’ soon return! 

Amir will be giving valuable behind-the-scenes 
insight into the latest developments in Israel and 
the Middle East. He will also take us on an in-depth 
exploration of Bible prophecy, and will show how 
it is all setting the stage for the soon coming King!



10 June 2017Bethlehem, The Capital of Palestine – opinion piece by Barry Shaw

President Trump’s visit to Bethlehem is 
significant. He met Benjamin Netanyahu 
in Jerusalem. He met Mahmoud Abbas 
in Bethlehem.

The world is myopic if not deranged, 
in declaring Jerusalem’s Jewish Temple 
site Islamic and that the Kotel, the 
western retaining wall supporting the 
Temple Mount built by Jewish kings and 
recaptured from Jordan fifty years ago 
on June 7 in a defensive war forced onto 
Israel by aggressive Arab armies bent 
on our destruction, as not being part of 
Israeli territory.

So what is this nonsense that Mahmoud 
Abbas demands that Jerusalem should 
be his capital and that Israel cannot 
claim Jerusalem as the capital of the 
Jewish State? He seems to have much 
global support. 

I have a solution to the impasse. Let 
them call Bethlehem their capital. 
After all, they invest political capital in 
telling the world how much they care for 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of Jesus who 
they call “a Palestinian messenger.” 

What a strong message this would send 
to the world. They claim to care so much 
for Christianity even as the Christian 
population of that town shrinks from an 
overwhelming majority in 1995 when 
Israel gifted Bethlehem to Yasser Arafat 
in a peace gesture. Today, the Christians 
are less than 12%. 

To readers who know me, including my 
many Christian friends, and think I’ve 
suddenly lost the plot, I ask you to relax. 
This article is as fanciful as the notion that 
a two-state solution will herald peace 
between the Palestinians and Israel. So 
let’s face some painful truths together.

They say that the cause of this Christian 
flight from Bethlehem is the oppressive 
Israeli security barrier that ruins lives, 
but isn’t it strange that as the Christian 
population has rapidly reduced, 
exponentially the Muslim population has 
rapidly grown. Is this the anti-Christian 
security barrier they make it out to 
be? Actually not. According the Israeli 
statistics, the Bethlehem population 
has grown from 14,439 in 1967 to over 
27,000 today. It’s only the demographics 
that have changed. Far less Christians, 
far more Muslims, and far more radical 
Hamas influence. 

As veteran Ha’Aretz journalist, Danny 

Rubenstein, who has studied Palestinians 
for over forty years, wrote;

“Arab nationality in general, and 
specifically Palestinian nationalism, 
has become more and more of a 
religious thing,”

meaning traditionally Muslim. This is what 
we witness being playing out in Jerusalem 
where Palestinian demands are targeted 
not for peace but to drive Jews away from 
their holy sites and heritage.

Journalists Amos Harel and Avi Issacharoff 
described in their book ‘The Seventh War; 
How We Won and Why We Lost the War’ 
how armed gangs of street thugs along 
with terrorists threatened Bethlehem 
Christians, took over 
their homes and 
businesses when they 
fled, as Palestinian 
officials turned a blind 
eye to the violence 
and theft and ignored 
Christian complaints. 

Today, Hamas is 
strong in Bethlehem. 
Municipal elections 
were suspended in 
September 2016, 
over concerns that 
Hamas would gain 
an overall majority. 
The international 
community should be concerned that 
a once-strongly Christian town has 
become a Hamas stronghold. Yet it also 
turns a blind eye to this abuse of a once 
Christian Bethlehem. 

Bethlehem—the capital of Palestine. 
Let’s make an issue of it. Let’s see if 
the Christian world will accept their 
most holy place turned into the capital 
of those who see themselves as the 
spearhead of the Islamic world. If they 
do, it would be a universal expression 
of the failed policy of turning the other 
cheek. Personally, I don’t think they care 
enough about it. They were as silent 
and as impotent over the loss of their 
Christian heritage in Jerusalem when 
UNESCO, at the behest of the Muslim 
world, converted the Jewish Temple into 
an exclusively Islamic holy shrine, as they 
have been over the massed slaughter of 
Christians in the Muslim Middle East.

I am sure they would go for Bethlehem 
as the capital of Palestine. The only 
political effort I have seen is the sight of 

replacement theologians gathering in 
Bethlehem annually for their “Christ at 
the Checkpoint” political pantomime, 
seemingly oblivious to the fact that this 
place is now in the hands of Islamic Hamas. 
These delusional pastors hate Israel so 
much they remain silent to the Christian 
exodus perverting it to a ‘Blame Israel” 
campaign. They would surely sanctify 
Bethlehem becoming the crowning glory 
of the Palestinian throne. 

In my research for the Israel Institute for 
Strategic Studies it is crystal clear to me 
that, by the ballot or by the bullet, Hamas 
will usurp power in any Palestinian state 
with the same bullying tactics that have 
given them control of Bethlehem. This 

would make any 
gesture of allowing 
them to claim 
Jerusalem as their 
capital a gift from hell 
and a poisoned thorn 
in the weakened side 
of Israel. 

Anyone in their right 
mind knows that 
a Palestinian state 
would de-stabilize 
into a Greater 
Hamastan that would 
not only threaten 
a shrunken Israel, 
it would make the 

Hashemite kingdom across the River 
Jordan even shakier than it is today. 

With eighty percent of Jordan’s 
population claiming to be Palestinian, a 
vulnerable Israel would be in no position 
to prevent the overthrow of the king in 
a popular uprising in Jordan. In such 
an event, the Palestinians could claim 
Amman as yet another trophy capital. 

Black September, anyone?

It is fair to ask how many capitals the 
Palestinians need? They have two already 
with Hamas, who consider themselves the 
true leaders of the Palestinian cause, firmly 
based in Gaza City, and the undemocratic 
Palestinian Authority tentatively holding 
power in Ramallah where their political 
administration is based and where their 
founding hero, Yasser Arafat, is buried. 

So why do they need a third capital? 
Basically, it is to herald a powerful message 
of conquest, that Muslim metaphor, 
that ancient Islamic tradition. Conquest 
of the seat of another religion, another 

nation, such as the Ummiyad conquest 
of early Spain, a conquest that lasted for 
eight hundred years, and the attempt by 
Suleiman to conquer Vienna in 1529. 

Following the conquest of Jerusalem 
in 1187 by Saladin, see where they 
perched their mosque, directly over the 
ruins of the Jewish Temple. 

As President Trump visits the Western 
Wall, the site of the Jewish Temple, and 
then talks with Mahmoud Abbas about 
tolerance and peace, it is worthwhile 
recalling Abbas’s recent words about 
Jewish “filthy feet” defiling holy places 
in Jerusalem, places which Jews have 
rebuilt with love while maintaining the 
freedom to worship banned by the 
Palestinian Authority and the Muslim 
wakf to Jews on the Temple Mount. 

It’s also worth recalling that, in the 
aftermath of the destruction of the 
World Trade Center by Muslim terrorists 
on 9/11, it was proposed to build a 
mosque on the ruins of the Twin Towers. 
Some said then it would be an act of 
“tolerance” to allow them to do it. 
Perhaps the same sense of “tolerance” 
should apply by allowing the Palestinians 
reinter the remains of their founder and 
arch-terrorist, Yasser Arafat, in Manger 
Square next to the Church of the Nativity.

So let’s continue to promote Bethlehem 
as the Palestinian capital. It makes as 
much sense as insisting that Jerusalem 
is theirs.
___________________________________

Barry Shaw is the 
Senior Associate for 
Public Diplomacy at 
the Israel Institute for 
Strategic Studies.

He is the author of the 
new best-selling book 
‘1917. From Palestine 
to the Land of Israel.’

The international 
community should 
be concerned that 

a once-strongly 
Christian town has 
become a Hamas 

stronghold.

Skyline of Bethlehem, seen from near Church of the Nativity.  Source: Wikipedia, Daniel Case

Bethlehem wall with graffiti depicting Leila Khaled 
(member of the Popular Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine) holding a rifle. Photo taken from the bus 

window near wall gate to Bethlehem. Source: Wikipedia



Experience Israel In Your Own Home by Chris Bell 11June 2017

October 2016 was a milestone for us 
because our very first Chiburim came to 
stay. He would be the first of many in an 
exciting and rewarding ministry to young 
Jewish people that God was leading us 
into. Since then each one has found a 
place in our hearts that we didn’t even 
know needed filling. Our hearts are full 
beyond measure because of them.

We joined Chiburim on the advice of 
friends, a married couple one of whom 
is a Messianic Believer.

Chiburim, Hebrew for ‘connection’, is 
exactly what happens when you join up 
with them. You and young Israelis get 
connected, they come and stay in your 
home where you provide a place other 
than a backpacker hostel or camping 
ground and give them a place that feels 
a little like home for a couple of nights. 
The Chiburim website gives you a choice 
of offering free accommodation, asking 
for a donation or small fee to cover costs. 
We choose not to charge because we 
want to bless these young people. Once 
signed up the Chiburim office send you a 
package filled with the New Testament in 
Hebrew (Brit Chadashah) and a number 
of booklets for you to freely give to your 
guests as the Lord leads. 

Australians and Israelis have a lot in 
common. They are upfront kind of 
people, funny, genuine and they share 
some common history: the Anzac’s 
involvement in WWI as well as a common 
spiritual foundation.

After leaving high school, Israelis (both 
girls and boys) immediately go into the 
armed forces for a period of about 2 ½ 
years. On discharge they leave Israel 

to travel the world, most go to South 
East Asia, South America, New Zealand 
and Australia, it’s kind of like a right of 
passage for Israeli youth and many are 
searching for answers. This is where 
Chiburim comes in as it allows Christians 
and Messianic believers the ability to 
connect with these wonderful young 
people and offer the gift of hospitality 
when they are far from home. 

We’ve had over 48 stays in 15 months, 
with some repeat visits … (Daniel 3 
times, 4 times for Tamar). 

We had a mature aged couple stay with us 
who had been travelling to New Zealand 
and Australia. Most travellers are aged 
between 21 – 28 yrs and are mature 
beyond their years. Recently I had to knock 
back 14 people over a two week period, 
hosts are desperately needed in country, 
coast and city areas. This is a ministry that 
comes to you, you experience a little of 
Israel in your own home. 

We absolutely love blessing them, we 
offer a clean bed (single beds seem to 
work best), bathroom facilities and some 
meals, we have plenty of opportunities 
to have conversations about life, love 
and God. We never push our beliefs 
onto these folk but instead show them 
the love of Yeshua by caring for them as 
if they were our own family. 

We have had some interesting situations.

Two young guys came for only one night 
who were so timid about coming into a 
Christian home that it made us realise 
just how deeply the persecution of Jews 
by some Christians has been carried 
down through the generations. We made 
them feel welcome and prayed that they 
would sense the comfort and peace of 
the Holy Spirit while they were with us…

which they did. Everyone seems to sleep 
really well while they are with us and we 
know that is because the peace of God 
is here in our house. 

There have been times when the Holy 
Spirit has brought Scriptures to mind for 
individuals, words of encouragement and 
even prophetic words that have reached 
deeply into their hearts. We physically 
bless them as they leave us and we find 
they are responsive to this. They have 
soft hearts and they love the way that we 
have an easy relationship with the Lord. 
They are amazed at our casual style of 
prayer, not using set prayers but praying 
from the heart. So, we pray for them, we 
bless them as part of our mealtime prayer 
but we never make it a time for pushing 
our beliefs onto them.

Sadly, I have heard stories where some 
have been subjected to hours of Jesus 
videos or sermon type evenings, surely 
this is not what Paul had in mind when he 
said in Romans that salvation has come 
to us gentiles to make Israel envious. 
(Romans 11). Perhaps the Christians who 
do this feel this is the only way that they 
can share the gospel but really their lives 
of love and service are what speak more 
loudly and more clearly. 

My husband Peter and I see it this way: 
our hearts’ desire is that the relationship 
we have with the God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob will shine so brightly in us that 
it causes these young people to want it 
too, we want to make them jealous of 
our relationship with ‘their’ God.

We want them to see the love of His 
Son in us, our assurance of salvation, 
hope for the future and peace beyond 
understanding. I can tell you that they do 
see it and then they ask us about it. We 
ask questions about their family, we share 
a little of ours and our hearts connect.

I cannot stress enough how deeply the 
connections have been made. I am so 
absolutely amazed at the impact that we 
Christians can have on a young life simply 
by being hospitable and loving. It is an 
absolute joy and blessing to be involved 
in this ministry and I highly recommend 
Christians to be involved in this wonderful 
way to awaken the grace of God in them. 
Our home is enriched with their laughter 
and lively conversation and the promise 
to catch up in Israel. When they leave it 
is accompanied by tears and lots of hugs.

Going to Israel this year for 7 weeks will 
be like going home for us.

To be a part of this amazing ministry 
go to www.chiburim.com/english/ 
and be blessed. 
___________________________________

Chris Bell is married to Peter and mother to 
Luke, Georgia and Dane (she’s also a very 
active Grandmother). Chris and her husband 
are passionate supporters of Israel and will  
be making their 2nd trip to the Holy Land 
this year staying with many of their new 
friends through the Chiburim network.  
Contact Chris: chrisanbell@optusnet.com.au 
or 0432518153

Daniel and Tamar our record breaking guests.

Tomer and Guy cooking up a storm for us

Peter, Bati, Noa and Rami with Chris and Tomer in front.                   

Short Distance Between Belief and Deeds – by Orly Wolstein

On the 24th of May the Christians for 
Israel official delegation visited First 
Home in the Homeland project in 
kibbutz Revivim (Negev desert).

24/05/2017 (28th of Iyar) – is a national 
holiday in Israel, Yom Yerushalayim— 
50 years from the reunification of 
Jerusalem. Every newcomer and kibbutz 
member who shared his or her story 
received one more question—what is 
Jerusalem for you?

Members of the board met with the 
participants of the First Home ‘from 
four corners of the world’. All of them 
have different backgrounds and arrived 
to Israel in different periods of time.  

The ‘oldest’ participant made Aliyah 22 
years ago, and the ‘freshest’ – only 8 
days ago! Now they will join First Home 
and study Hebrew for 5 months, 5 days 
a week, 5 hours a day!

Likhosherst Kirill and Yulia (left) with 
their son Mark from Dnipro, Ukraine 
just finished a year in the kibbutz and 
decided to stay here after the program. 
Yulia is a professional actor and singer, 
she made a musical present for the 
members of the delegation.

Rachel Hopkins made Aliyah from 
Boston, USA two years ago together 
with her husband and three children 
(bottom right). They live in the Retamim 
village in the Negev, became parents of 
one more child and are going to build a 
house in the Negev!

Igor and Tatiana Shafran (Top Right) 
made Aliyah from Baku, Azerbaijan 
in 2016. (99% of the population in 
Azerbaijan are Muslim). From a big city 
Baku they arrived to a small remote 
community in the desert. First they 
wanted to move to a big city but now 
they love kibbutz and want to live here.

Steven and Rachel Karr (also top right) 
made Aliyah in May 2017 from London, 

United Kingdom together with their 
daughter Sapir. They were the freshest 
olim on this meeting, they will start a 
Hebrew course in June.

“We wanted to show to our children, 
that there is a very short distance 
between belief and deeds”, says 
Rachel Hopkins.

“Just when we started dating one of 
the points before creating a family 
was if both of us are ready to move 
to Israel one day”, says Steven Karr.

“From being a total minority in a 
Muslim country we arrived to a First 
Home”, says Tatiana Shafran.

On the end of the meeting Elena 
Kovarsky, director of the First Home in 
the Homeland program announced, 
that one more place joined the project.  
It’s a settlement in Samaria called 
Hinanit. But be patient, you’ll read 
about it in the next article!

We’re always happy to receive guests 
and hope to see you again – in the First 
Home in the Homeland!
___________________________________

Orly Wolstein works for First Home in the 
Homeland as well as the project manager 
for Jewish Agency for Israel.
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"You are invited to participate in a comprehensive tour of Israel, the primary focus of which will be to visit places significant 
to the life and ministry of Jesus. You will experience the privilege of walking where Jesus walked, of sailing on the Sea of 
Galilee, and of visiting many of the sites where the Gospel narrative unfolded. You will spend seven nights in Jerusalem, just 
ten minutes’ walk from the Old City, and four nights right on the water's edge at the Sea of Galilee, where so much of Jesus’ 
public ministry took place. We have wonderful local guides, excellent hotels, good buses and drivers, the climate will be 
comfortably warm and the landscape will be blooming in mid-Spring. The main Israel tour is 17 days duration including travel 
to and from Australia. 
We also have the joy of making available two optional extension tours which are bound to enhance your experience of Israel: 
first, a four day pre-tour visit to Jordan, taking in the wonders of Petra, Jerash, and the key Trans-Jordanian biblical sites 
concerning Jesus and John the Baptist; and second, a six day post-tour extension spending three nights in Athens, with 
guided tours of Athens and Corinth, followed by a three night cruise of the Mediterranean visiting such biblical sites as Ephesus 
and Patmos, in addition to the Greek islands of Santorini, Crete and Mykonos.
Previous tour groups have found their experience spiritually encouraging, faith-building, a great joy to be able to share with 
friends, and a wonderful opportunity for new friendships. This promises to be not only a once-in-a-lifetime journey but also a 
life-changing one, in which the age-old biblical stories will be placed in their historical and geographical setting in such a 
way that will enrich the way you read the Bible in future. We look forward to traveling with you to share the marvels of Israel 
and the Bible-lands together. “                   Reverend Phil and Lavena Mercer

Escorted by the 
Reverend Phil & Lavena Mercer 

JOURNEY TO ISRAEL NEXT YEAR 
WITH OPTIONAL PRE-TOUR JORDAN EXPERIENCE 
AND/OR

OPTIONAL POST-TOUR GREECE EXTENSION
12TH / 16TH APRIL – 2ND/8TH MAY 2018

DAY 1: Monday 16 April
DEPART AUSTRALIA
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DAY 8: Monday 23 April
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ESTIMATED PACKAGE PRICE FOR MAIN ISRAEL COMPONENT: 
AUD  $6,690* per person twin share  Single supplement:  AUD  $1,795

ESTIMATED PRICE FOR OPTIONAL PRE-TOUR JORDAN EXPERIENCE: 
AUD  $1,790* per person (twin share)  Single supplement:  AUD  $550

ESTIMATED PRICE FOR OPTIONAL POST-TOUR GREECE EXTENSION: 
AUD  $2,890* per person (twin share)  Single supplement:  AUD  $695

*  Price is based on minimum of 25 full paying 
    participants. Subject to change. Conditions apply

* Price is subject to change. Based on minimum 
   of 15 paying participants

*  Price is subject to change. Based on minimum of 10 participants

ATTEND AN INFORMATION NIGHT:
Join us for an informative, entertaining and interesting evening,
have your questions answered and meet your fellow travellers. 

WHEN: Wednesday, 28th June at 7:30pm 
WHERE: Trinity Presbyterian Church, 

Cnr Waterloo St & Riversdale Rd, Camberwell
RSVP: For catering purposes, it is essential that you 

RSVP to Katrina at Olive Tree Travel by Friday, 23rd June 2017  
03 8488 9696 or Katrina@olivetreetravel.com.au

HOTEL/CRUISE / POST-TOUR GREECE EXTENSION (or similar)
Athens       Hotel Titana  (3 nights) 
Celestyal Cruises XB (outside cabin)  (3 nights) 

OPTIONAL POST-TOUR GREECE EXTENSION PRICE INCLUDES:
•  Return economy class airfares from Tel Aviv – Athens – Tel Aviv
•  3 nights’ hotel accommodation and 3 night’s 
  accommodation on the cruise
•  Breakfasts & dinners at Hotel Titania while in Athens.
•  Full Board, breakfast, lunch and dinner while on the cruise.
•  Any 3 shore excursions at any of the ports of call during the   
  cruise.
•  Unlimited non-alcoholic drink package during the cruise.
•  Port taxes
•  Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary   
  with the services of local professional English speaking guide  
  while in Athens.
•  Transfers and transportation throughout in a luxury    
  air-conditioned coach 
•  Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the  
  itinerary
•  Tips, gratuities and porterage including while on the cruise.

PRICE EXCLUDES:
•  Lunches in Athens
•  Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary
•  Single supplement
•  Travel insurance
•  Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls,  
  laundry, room service etc.

WHAT TO DO NEXT: 
1. Register your interest and obtain a booking form from Rev Phil  
  Mercer, Bob Davidson or the team at Olive Tree Travel
2. To secure your place, a deposit of AUD$350 per person will be  
  required by 15th August 2017 (unless sold out prior).
3. The full payment will be required by 14th February 2018

HOTELS TO BE USED / ISRAEL (or similar)

Haifa    Dan Panorama (1 night)
Galilee    Nof Ginosar   (4 nights) 
Dead Sea  David Hotel  (2 nights) 
Jerusalem  Olive Tree  (7 nights) 

ISRAEL PRICE INCLUDES:
•  Return economy class airfares from Melbourne - Hong Kong -  
  Tel Aviv with Cathay Pacific Airways.
•  All airport and departure taxes.
•  14 nights’ hotel accommodation including breakfasts &   
  dinners throughout
•  1 lunch in a local restaurant in Nablus.
•  Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary   
  with the services of local professional English speaking guide.
•  Airport meet and assistance and transfers and transportation  
  throughout in a luxury air-conditioned coach 
•  Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the  
  itinerary
•  Headsets
•  Tips, gratuities and porterage throughout

HOTELS TO BE USED / PRE-TOUR JORDAN (or similar)
Amman   Amman International (1 night)
Petra    Movenpick (2 nights) 
Jerusalem  Grand Court(1 night) 

PRE-TOUR JORDAN PRICE INCLUDES:
•  Border crossing fees and Jordan group visa
•  4 nights’ hotel accommodation
•  Breakfasts & Dinners throughout in hotels.
•  2 Lunches at local restaurants in Jordan.
•  Comprehensive sightseeing tours as outlined in the itinerary   
  with the services of local professional English speaking guide  
  throughout the tour 
•  Transfers and transportation throughout in a luxury    
  air-conditioned coach 
•  Entrance fees to museums and all sights as mentioned in the  
  itinerary
•  Tips, gratuities and porterage

ISRAEL & JORDAN PRICE EXCLUDES:
•  Beverages with meals
•  Lunches except those mentioned above.
•  Entrance/sightseeing/meals other than those in the itinerary
•  Single supplement
•  Travel insurance
•  Incidental expenses of a personal nature such as phone calls,  
  laundry, room service etc.
•  Any services not listed in ‘Price Includes’ above 

WHO TO CONTACT:

  

The Reverend Phil Mercer 
(03) 9882 8102 / 0409 384 677
philmercer@bigpond.com

Bob Davidson
(03) 98770274 / 0402 838 525
davifam@bigpond.net.au

Olive Tree Travel    
Katrina Maggs
Suite 1, level 1
230 Balaclava Road, North Caulfield VIC 3161
T: +61 3 8488 9696 or 1300 55 08 30
katrina@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au
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Holy Land Tours 2018 and Andrew Tucker Speaking Event

UP-COMING EVENT!
An Evening with Andrew Tucker
Andrew is an International Lawyer, Executive Director 
of Christians for Israel International and Member of the 
European Coalition for Israel.

This is a great opportunity to hear and ask questions 
from one of the foremost experts on Israel’s legitimacy 
in the world today, from political, legal and Biblically 
prophetic viewpoints.

DATE & VENUE DETAILS:
Friday Evening – July 14  2017

Frankston Baptist Church 
56 Yuille St, Frankston, Victoria

RSVP by 11/7/2017
Please contact Paul Longfield on 0410 456 806 
to book your place, for start time and details.
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‘This Comes from Above’ 

There they are. Three soldiers. 
Tired, emotional and exhausted. 
But also full of wonder, 
amazement and awe. They’re 
standing at the Wailing Wall in 
the Old City of Jerusalem, filled 
with emotions which cannot be 
put into words. 

Until that moment, they had never seen 
the wall in real life. They had heard of it, 
dreamed of it, longed for it, but they had 
never been there. Zion Karsenti (72), the 
soldier in the photo on the left, 
remembers exactly how the 
reunification of Jerusalem took place 
fifty years ago.

>>  Waiting for Instructions

“The war threat was tangible leading up 
to the Six-Day War”, says Karsenti. “In 
the short existence of the State of Israel, 
we had fought two wars (the War of 
Independence 1948 and the Sinai War 
1956). And now the Arab nations were 
convinced that they were throwing the 
Jewish people into the sea. This time 
they decided it was life or death. They 
were going to go for it, not matter what 
the cost. Our instructions were: “You’re 
going on a bus to Jerusalem, you’ll get 
there by Twilight.” On the way, the 
driver turned on the radio and all of a 
sudden we heard the song, Jerusalem 
Gold. It moved us deeply. It was written 
several weeks before the war, and 
everybody said, ‘This is all from above.’”

>>  Dreadful Choices

“We had to blow up fences; we were 
moving in the direction of the Mount of 
Olives. But our explosives ran out, and 
there was another barrier. We were faced 
with terrible choices to make. Some 
soldiers didn’t want to kill anybody. But 
you have to; it’s war. It shows the moral 

values of the Israeli Defence Forces. 
We didn’t want this war. We did 
everything possible to prevent this war. 
Because we know that in war there are 
no winners, everybody loses. The 
trenches were filled with bodies. You 
didn’t know if they were our soldiers or 
Jordanian soldiers. Nobody had prepared 
us for this; we were young boys. But 
Zionism is Zionism. Grenades were 
thrown back and forth until they 
exploded. Suddenly we got news that all 
the officers in our unit were either killed 
or wounded. Each soldier became their 
own commander. Each soldier was on 
his own.” Karsenti pauses for a moment, 
but then quickly continues. “We were 
waiting for dawn, and when the sun 
finally rose, we saw what incredible force 
we were fighting. Another unit would 
come at five that afternoon to replace 
us. Until then we had to stay put. There 
was no water, no food. We were left with 
a quarter of the original fighters; the 
others were killed. We were so desperate 
that we would pick up 
cigarettes stubs off the 
ground from the 
Jordanian soldiers, just to 
have something in our 
mouths. When we finally 
got back to our 
comrades, everyone was 
afraid to ask who was 
alive or not. We would 
receive our next orders at 
5am, but who could sleep 
that night?”

>>  Up to Jerusalem

Karsenti and the others 
received the order to go 
to Augusta Victoria, then 
the Mount of Olives and 
from there down to Lions 
Gate. This time they did 
receive help from 

airplanes and tanks. “Thank God”. 
When they got to Augusta Victoria, they 
told the nuns who were there, “Don’t 
worry, you have nothing to fear, you’re 
safe!”. Then they got to the Mount of 
Olives, “We saw in front of us Jerusalem 
- Jerusalem of Gold.”

“The defining moment came when we 
got the order: ‘Go up to Jerusalem’”, says 
Karsenti. “When that was said, no one 
could stop us; no one could stop me. We 
were told to fight our way down the 
mountain towards Lions Gate. We split 
up into two lines, and we stood close to 
the wall with our guns pointed up, 
because there were snipers everywhere. 
I remember it all so well,” says Karsenti 
as he walks towards Lions Gate, “There 
was a burning armoured vehicle right 
there. I now feel what all of us felt then: 
we were returning home after 2000 
years, to the home of the Jewish people. 
I had not felt that before. My whole life I 
had heard from my parents: ‘Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem’, and now I was there!”

“The moment I entered Jerusalem I was 
overwhelmed by emotion. This is our 
capital! It makes me so happy that I can 
share this now. So very happy. That’s the 
reason I go to schools, to share my story.”

>>  Surprise for the Soldiers on 
the Temple Mount

“We began to run towards the Temple 
Mount because when you come home, 
you’re happy! We were also running 
because of the snipers. The battle wasn’t 
over yet. So many had fallen, and the 
morale was very low because of it. When 
we were at Bethesda, the commander 
sent us the message that he’d prepared a 
surprise for us on the Temple Mount. 
Every time I turned around, I would see 
Rabbi Goren. He was like an angel 
accompanying us. That kept us going, 
and knowing that there was a surprise 
waiting for us.” 

“And suddenly we were on the Temple 
Mount. But the city was not yet liberated. 

1Mordechai (Motta) Gur  had brought all 
the soldiers to the Al-Aqsa Mosque, 
including those from the hospitals so 
that those who were injured could see 
that many of their friends and comrades 
were still alive. It was indescribable to be 
reunited.” 

>>  The Photo

We then arrived at the square in front of 
the Wailing Wall. “Baruch HaSehm, 
thanks to Him”. Karsenti is lost for 
words. “I don’t come here very often. I 
feel the tears.” The picture is held up. 
His voice is shaky, so are his hands. Only 
now are there a few people on the square 
that recognise Karsenti. “After we had 
got to the Temple Square we walked over 
there,” Karsenti points to the place, 
“Through the gate, the Mughrabi Gate. I 
was the first one to go through that 
gate.” Silence. Quietly he says, “Thanks 
to God.” Karsenti is starting to get 
emotional and has a hard time talking. 
“Goren had Torah scrolls with him; I 
distinctly remember that. We were 
standing at the wall, somewhere over 
there under the Mughrabi Gate. I was 
the first one to put a note in the wall.”

And then the tears began to flow.

>>  The Orthodox man

At the Wailing Wall, an Orthodox man is 
watching us with great interest. He looks 
at Karsenti, then at the photo he has 
been carrying with him the entire time, 
then again at Karsenti. Then he gets it, 
and with great enthusiasm, he walks 
over to him. “That’s you, isn’t it? Baruch 
HaShem and thank you!” They shake 
hands and quickly take a photo. 
Everything about the Orthodox man 
shows how excited he is to meet the 
person who made it possible for him to 
call Jerusalem his home.

1. Mordechai (Motta) Gur was commander of 
the 55th Paratroopers Brigade who liberated 
Jerusalem. Just like the picture of the soldiers at 
the Wailing Wall, Gur’s words became a symbol 
of the reunification of Jerusalem, “The Temple 
Mount is ours!” 

Interview with Zion Karsenti about the reunification of 
Jerusalem in 1967 by Marijke Terlouw

Jerusalem 50 Years Reunited
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Fifty years after Israel 
captured the Western Wall, US 
President Donald Trump 
became the first sitting 
American leader to visit the 
holy site, in an historic visit 
that saw him accompanied by 
his Jewish relatives in 
Jerusalem’s ancient Old City.

Entering the Old City’s warren of 
alleyways - on lockdown by police for his 
visit - Trump and his wife Melania met 
the heads of various Christian 
denominations. They began their tour at 
one of the holiest sites in Christianity, the 
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, believed by 
Christians to be the site of Jesus’ 
crucifixion, burial and resurrection.

Security camera footage showed the US 
entourage, numbering hundreds of 
people, strolling through the ancient city’s 
alleys from Jaffa Gate to the holy 
Christian site under unprecedented 
security. The US president was greeted 
outside the ancient church by the 
Armenian and Greek Orthodox Patriarchs 
of Jerusalem. After briefly stopping to be 
photographed, he entered the building, 
along with his son-in-law and daughter, 
Jared Kushner and Ivanka Trump.

From there, the US delegation walked 
back to Jaffa Gate, where they entered the 
convoy of dozens of vehicles to drive to 
the Western Wall. Rabbi Shmuel 
Rabinovitch and Western Wall Heritage 
Foundation director Mordechai Eliav met 
the black kippah-clad Trump at the 
entrance to the plaza, which was emptied 
of worshipers for the presidential visit.

From there, Trump and son-in-law Jared 
Kushner strolled to the men’s section of 
the wall, in accordance with the gender-
segregated Orthodox practice at the site, 
while Ivanka and Melania Trump headed 
to the women’s section.

Trump approached the wall, lingering to 
touch the stones for some 30 seconds and 
slipping a note inside. On the women’s 
side, Ivanka Trump, who is Jewish, prayed 
at the wall, eyes shut, before stepping 
away. Melania Trump, too, stood in 
reverence at the wall. The Western Wall, 
part of the retaining walls of the Second 
Temple compound, is the closest point of 
prayer for Jews to the site of the Temple 
itself and thus the Jewish people’s holiest 
place of prayer. It was captured along with 
the rest of the Old City and East 
Jerusalem in the 1967 war and annexed by 
Israel as part of its united capital - a move 
not recognised internationally. 

In a bid to keep the tour free of political 
undertones, US officials reportedly rejected 
a request for Prime Minister Benjamin 

Netanyahu to join the visit, saying it would 
be “a private visit” by the president and that 
he would go on his own. The White House 
confirmed that Trump would not be 
accompanied by any Israeli officials when 
he visited the holy site.

Trump, who arrived for a whirlwind 28-
hour visit, met with Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu in the King David 
Hotel, followed by a dinner at the Prime 
Minister’s Residence where Trump and 
Netanyahu were joined by their wives.

The following morning, Trump headed to 
Bethlehem for a meeting with Palestinian 
Authority President Mahmoud Abbas. 
The Israeli part of his visit then resumed 
with a wreath-laying ceremony at the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust museum. Trump then 
delivered his main speech of his Israel trip 
at the Israel Museum located across the 
street from the Knesset. 

The US President then returned to Ben 
Gurion Airport and flew to Italy, and the 
Vatican leg of his trip.
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Trump Makes History
Courtesy of Times of Israel
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US President Donald Trump visits the 
Western Wall, the holiest site where Jews 

can pray, in Jerusalem's Old City

Short News
Has Hell Frozen Over?

Irina Bokova, the director-general of 
UNESCO, which last year passed a 
motion denying the Jewish connection to 
Jerusalem, shocked many recently when 
she publicly affirmed the Jews’ historical 
connection to the Holy City.

“In the Torah, Jerusalem is the capital of 
King David, where Solomon built the 
Temple and placed the Ark of the 
Covenant,” said Bokova. “The protection 
of the heritage of Jerusalem is part of a 
broader vision for peace and the fight 
against all forms of denial of Jewish 
history, delegitimisation of Israel and anti-
Semitism.”

Trump: Israel a ‘Monument
to Faith and Endurance’

In a holiday message celebrating freedom 
and hope, Trump said that the “State of 
Israel stands as a monument” to the 
Jewish People’s “faith and endurance. This 
is a season of great hope.” 

Passover, celebrated by Jews around the 
world, recalls the exodus from ancient 
Egypt and what Trump described as “the 
story of incredible people who were 
liberated from oppression and raised up 
the face of humankind.”

“Throughout the centuries,” he continued, 
“the Jewish People have suffered 
persecution, but they persevered and 
thrived and uplifted the world beyond 
measure.”

Jewish Soldiers Banned 
From Temple Mount After 
Giving Salute

Two IDF soldiers touring the Temple 
Mount on Israeli Independence Day were 
banned from future visits after the soldiers 
apparently saluted at the holy site.

The two soldiers, who were in uniform at 
the time, apparently saluted when they 
passed by the former Holy of Holies site 
on the Temple Mount. 

The Holy of Holies refers to the inner 
sanctuary of the Jewish Temple where 
God is believed to have dwelt, and was 
the location where the Ark of the 
Covenant was kept during the First 
Temple period. The site is currently 
believed to be located within the Dome 
of the Rock, an Islamic shrine.

At the end of the tour, the soldiers were 
apparently told by police they may not 
return to the site.

Israel has a historic peace opportunity 
because of two world leaders: President 
Donald Trump, and Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu.  They both share 
the same worldview of moral clarity or 
simply put, good versus evil. They both 
have similar heroes, Winston Churchill 
and Ronald Reagan, and they are both 
despised by the liberal left media. Both are 
determined to drain the swamp.

Israel’s 9th President, Shimon Peres, and I 
met with Pope Francis in June 2016.  The 
Pope spoke about the morality of 
leadership, noting that the chaos the 
world is facing can only be resolved by 
moral leaders. Who could have imagined 
the historical alliances that Israel has built 
globally because of Netanyahu’s initiatives, 
extending even to Saudi Arabia?

Or a president who picked America’s most 
pro-Israel political leader, Mike Pence, to 
be his Vice President, whose senior 
advisor is his Orthodox Jewish son-in-law, 
Jared Kushner, and who chose a pro-Israel 
Orthodox Jew, David Friedman, as the 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel? And who could 
have imagined a U.S. president coming to 
Israel in the first six months of his term of 

office and boldly going to the Western 
Wall—something no president has ever 
done before while in office?

Israel and America have suffered at the 
hands of moral relativists who reject 
standards of good versus evil. In their 
view, man is capable of perfection; 
humanity is on the path of 
enlightenment.  Secular humanists make 
excuses for evil, or even worse, deny its 
very existence and coddle evil-doers by 
refusing to confront them. The Left 
believes that a perfect world is a weak and 
anaemic America and Israel that embraces 
the perpetrator of the crime and 
castigates its victims.

It took Barak Obama five years before he 
came to Israel at the start of his second 
term, while he embarked on his ‘apology 
tour’ to Egypt. 

The Sunni nations viewed Obama as a 
man who abandoned America’s allies like 
Hosni Mubarak and supported America’s 
enemies like Iran and the ‘demon of 
Damascus,’ Bashar al-Assad.

In Trump’s worldview, Israel is attacked 
because it is a Jewish State, and America is 

attacked because it is a Christian nation. 
Donald Trump won the election because 
of a historic evangelical voter turnout, the 
largest in American history.  Evangelicals 
tend not to be monolithic, except on two 
issues: the Supreme Court and Israel.  I 
know because I am a member of the 
Trump Founding Faith Board.  President 
Trump promised us he would recognise 
Jerusalem and move the U.S. Embassy to 
Jerusalem.  We wholeheartedly believe 
that this promise is non-negotiable and 
will happen while he is president.

King Cyrus of Persia would never be 
remembered if it had not been for his 
willingness to let the Jews return to their 
homeland.  Harry Truman would not 
have have been remembered as such a 
great president if it had not been for his 
recognition of Israel as the Jewish 
homeland.

We pray that Donald Trump will be 
remembered in that historic Hall of Fame 
together with Benjamin Netanyahu.

“Who knows but that you have come to 
the Kingdom for such a time as this?” 
(Esther 4:14).

Trump, Netanyahu and Middle East Peace
Courtesy of Dr Mike Evans, Jerusalem Prayer Team
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Ahead of the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem on 7 June ( in 
our Gregorian calendar ) the European 
Coalition for Israel is collecting names for 
an Open Letter arguing the case for a 
United Jerusalem. This letter will be 
handed over to Mayor of Jerusalem Nir 
Barkat at a luncheon which we are 
hosting in New York on Monday, June 5th. 
The letter will then be sent to political 
leaders of a number of UN member states.

The letter (see below) currently has 
support from members of all five major 
political groups in the European 
Parliament as well as four heads of state, 
one vice-president and two first ladies 
among the 50 names which have been 
added to the list of prominent signatories.

Keep Jerusalem United as the 
Capital of the State of Israel

Your Excellencies, 

June 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem during the Six Day 
War in 1967. Since June 1967, the State of 
Israel has extended Israeli law, jurisdiction and 
administration over the wider municipality of 
Jerusalem, including what is today often 
referred to as East Jerusalem. It is of 
fundamental importance for the international 
community to support the current status quo 
today, as this provides the best model for 
protecting the interests of not only all Israelis 
living in East Jerusalem but also of all Arab 
Palestinians living in the region.  

There are six main reasons why the 
continued application of Israeli law, 
jurisdiction, and administration to the whole 
Municipality of Jerusalem should be defended 
while supporting efforts to improve the living 
conditions of all residents of East Jerusalem:

1. Recognition of Jewish connection with 
the Old City of Jerusalem. The Jewish 
people have a uniquely deep and unbroken 
connection with the Old City of Jerusalem 

that goes back over 3000 years. This is not 
to the exclusion of the connection between 
other peoples and the City of Jerusalem. 
While Arab Palestinians also have a 
historical connection and should also be 
allowed to live in Jerusalem, agreement to 
any proposal that denies the rights of Jewish 
people to live in all of Jerusalem (just as 
Arabs are allowed to live in West Jerusalem) 
would be a fundamental denial of historical 
facts and a breach of western values and 
fundamental freedoms.

2. Territorial sovereignty and Israel’s 
borders. In the 1920s, the international 
community guaranteed the Jewish people a 
safe homeland in Palestine. This recognition 
of the right of the Jewish people to self-
determination in Palestine was reflected in 
the San Remo Resolution and the Mandate 
for Palestine, pursuant to which Israel has 
valid claims to territorial sovereignty over all 
of Jerusalem and the ‘West Bank’. 
Recognition of a unilaterally declared 
Palestinian state on the basis of the 1949 
Armistice Lines would violate these legal 
rights of the Jewish people with respect to 
Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria under 
international law. The so-called ‘1967 
borders’ are simply the 1949 Armistice Lines. 
There is no legal or historical justification for 
adopting these cease-fire lines as the basis 
for determining Israel’s borders with a new 
state of Palestine.

3. Negotiations. Recognising a unilaterally 
declared Palestinian state with ‘East 
Jerusalem’ as its capital would conflict with 
UN Security Council Resolution 242 and 
greatly undermine the existing framework of 
agreements since 1967 - including the Oslo 
Accords - which are based on the principles 
of mutual recognition, negotiations to settle 
all final status issues (including the status of 
Jerusalem), the definition of safe and secure 
borders, and the resolution of the Palestinian 
refugee problem.

4. Security. Like every other nation state, 
Israel has a right to secure borders, territorial 

integrity, and freedom from threats of 
aggression. There is a strong likelihood that 
radical Islamic groups would have a major 
influence within, or even control, a new 
Palestinian state. Their stated objective is to 
remove Jews from their territories and even 
to eliminate the Jewish State. If Hamas, ISIS, 
or their allies are effectively given the right 
to attack the Jewish people from East 
Jerusalem, Israel’s very existence will be 
under threat.

5. Freedom of worship for all religions. 
Jerusalem must remain open for people of all 
faiths. History shows that Jewish control of 
Jerusalem provides the best possible 
guarantee that the Old City and the Holy 
Places will be protected. Jews and Christians 
should have a right to worship at the 
Western Wall and the Temple Mount. The 
Old City was completely closed for Jewish 
worshippers during the Jordanian occupation 
from 1948-1967, and many synagogues were 
destroyed and desecrated. Christians and 
Jews are being ethnically cleansed from most 
of the Middle East, and Christian and Jewish 
holy places are being destroyed. The same 
would likely happen if the part of Jerusalem 
were to fall under the control of an Islamic 
state of Palestine.

6. Services to the residents of East 
Jerusalem. Division of the city will not 
improve the well-being of the residents of 

East Jerusalem. Under Israeli administration, 
there is a high level of integration between 
West and East Jerusalem's residents - Jewish 
and Arab - in day-to-day life and the 
Municipality of Jerusalem works in close 
cooperation with local Arab and Jewish 
leadership in East Jerusalem in promoting 
the quality of life of all East Jerusalem 
residents. All East Jerusalem residents benefit 
from the many economies of scale and scope 
provided by the management of the united 
city, such as those provided by municipal-
wide water, electricity, and 
telecommunications infrastructures.

According to an independent poll conducted 
by the Washington Institute in 2015, 52%of 
Arab Palestinians living in East Jerusalem 
stated they would prefer to be citizens of 
Israel with equal rights, rather than citizens 
of a Palestinian state.

The way forward to peace is through mutual 
acceptance, bilateral agreements, and 
genuine cooperation, not through one-sided 
unilateral measures. 

We call on the international community to 
embrace these principles and ensure that 
Jerusalem remains undivided for the benefit 
of all people.   

Yours sincerely,
European Coalition for Israel

ECI Argues for United Jerusalem
By Tomas Sandell, Founding Director, European Coalition for Israel

Andrew Tucker, European Coalition for Israel hands 
over the letter to EEAS Rep, Fuente Milani in Brussels

A Weekend in ‘Jewish Vienna’
By Sandra Kämpfer, Isreality Austria Coordinator

On 29 - 30 April, our first ‘Isreality 
Austria’ weekend took place in Vienna.  
Young Christians between the age of 18 
and 35 had been invited to come and learn 
more about Israel and the Jewish history 
of this city. On Saturday afternoon 17 
young adults met at “Don Bosco House”, a 
Christian centre. We got to know each 
other having coffee and delicious 
Viennese cake. Later we moved to a 
seminar room and after Sandra gave a 
bried introduction to Isreality, Marie-
Louise Weissenböck, Regional director of 
Christians for Israel Europe, spoke to us 
about Israel from a biblical perspective. 

Andrew Tucker, who had joined our 
Isreality weekend from the Netherlands, 
held his lecture on ‘Israel and 
International Law’. We were all keen to 
learn more about God’s plan with Israel 
and the reality on the ground. 

By the end of these two lectures, we were 
famished and enjoyed dinner at a typical 
Viennese restaurant. Later in the evening 
Julian Linke, a young Austrian student 
who had completed his civil service in 
Israel, gave a lecture on his experiences.  
He had served one year in Ramat Gan (Tel 
Aviv) in a home for the elderly, many of 
whom were German-speaking Holocaust 
survivors. During that time, he had 
interviewed and filmed many of them. We 
viewed one of the interviews, as well as a 
few other short films about everyday life in 
Israel. It was a great evening for all of us.

The next morning we had a time of 
worship and prayer during which Marie-
Louise also taught about Abraham and his 
relationship with God. We then left for 
the old city to start a guided tour through 
Jewish Vienna. The weather was perfect. 
Our guide showed us many different sites 

that had played a crucial role in the Jewish 
history of Vienna starting from 1194 when 
the first Jew lived here, until today. Of 
course, we also enjoyed Israeli Falafels for 
lunch. The tour ended at the Dome of St. 
Stephen’s, which also has a Jewish 
connection. 

The group enjoyed each other’s company, 
and we all had the feeling that we had 
come to a new understanding. All the 
participants asked to be informed about 
further Isreality activities. 

We thank God for this wonderful weekend!

On our tour through Jewish Vienna, guided by Marie-Louise (on the right)
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Ahead of the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem on 7 June ( in 
our Gregorian calendar ) the European 
Coalition for Israel is collecting names for 
an Open Letter arguing the case for a 
United Jerusalem. This letter will be 
handed over to Mayor of Jerusalem Nir 
Barkat at a luncheon which we are 
hosting in New York on Monday, June 5th. 
The letter will then be sent to political 
leaders of a number of UN member states.

The letter (see below) currently has 
support from members of all five major 
political groups in the European 
Parliament as well as four heads of state, 
one vice-president and two first ladies 
among the 50 names which have been 
added to the list of prominent signatories.

Keep Jerusalem United as the 
Capital of the State of Israel

Your Excellencies, 

June 2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem during the Six Day 
War in 1967. Since June 1967, the State of 
Israel has extended Israeli law, jurisdiction and 
administration over the wider municipality of 
Jerusalem, including what is today often 
referred to as East Jerusalem. It is of 
fundamental importance for the international 
community to support the current status quo 
today, as this provides the best model for 
protecting the interests of not only all Israelis 
living in East Jerusalem but also of all Arab 
Palestinians living in the region.  

There are six main reasons why the 
continued application of Israeli law, 
jurisdiction, and administration to the whole 
Municipality of Jerusalem should be defended 
while supporting efforts to improve the living 
conditions of all residents of East Jerusalem:

1. Recognition of Jewish connection with 
the Old City of Jerusalem. The Jewish 
people have a uniquely deep and unbroken 
connection with the Old City of Jerusalem 

that goes back over 3000 years. This is not 
to the exclusion of the connection between 
other peoples and the City of Jerusalem. 
While Arab Palestinians also have a 
historical connection and should also be 
allowed to live in Jerusalem, agreement to 
any proposal that denies the rights of Jewish 
people to live in all of Jerusalem (just as 
Arabs are allowed to live in West Jerusalem) 
would be a fundamental denial of historical 
facts and a breach of western values and 
fundamental freedoms.

2. Territorial sovereignty and Israel’s 
borders. In the 1920s, the international 
community guaranteed the Jewish people a 
safe homeland in Palestine. This recognition 
of the right of the Jewish people to self-
determination in Palestine was reflected in 
the San Remo Resolution and the Mandate 
for Palestine, pursuant to which Israel has 
valid claims to territorial sovereignty over all 
of Jerusalem and the ‘West Bank’. 
Recognition of a unilaterally declared 
Palestinian state on the basis of the 1949 
Armistice Lines would violate these legal 
rights of the Jewish people with respect to 
Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria under 
international law. The so-called ‘1967 
borders’ are simply the 1949 Armistice Lines. 
There is no legal or historical justification for 
adopting these cease-fire lines as the basis 
for determining Israel’s borders with a new 
state of Palestine.

3. Negotiations. Recognising a unilaterally 
declared Palestinian state with ‘East 
Jerusalem’ as its capital would conflict with 
UN Security Council Resolution 242 and 
greatly undermine the existing framework of 
agreements since 1967 - including the Oslo 
Accords - which are based on the principles 
of mutual recognition, negotiations to settle 
all final status issues (including the status of 
Jerusalem), the definition of safe and secure 
borders, and the resolution of the Palestinian 
refugee problem.

4. Security. Like every other nation state, 
Israel has a right to secure borders, territorial 

integrity, and freedom from threats of 
aggression. There is a strong likelihood that 
radical Islamic groups would have a major 
influence within, or even control, a new 
Palestinian state. Their stated objective is to 
remove Jews from their territories and even 
to eliminate the Jewish State. If Hamas, ISIS, 
or their allies are effectively given the right 
to attack the Jewish people from East 
Jerusalem, Israel’s very existence will be 
under threat.

5. Freedom of worship for all religions. 
Jerusalem must remain open for people of all 
faiths. History shows that Jewish control of 
Jerusalem provides the best possible 
guarantee that the Old City and the Holy 
Places will be protected. Jews and Christians 
should have a right to worship at the 
Western Wall and the Temple Mount. The 
Old City was completely closed for Jewish 
worshippers during the Jordanian occupation 
from 1948-1967, and many synagogues were 
destroyed and desecrated. Christians and 
Jews are being ethnically cleansed from most 
of the Middle East, and Christian and Jewish 
holy places are being destroyed. The same 
would likely happen if the part of Jerusalem 
were to fall under the control of an Islamic 
state of Palestine.

6. Services to the residents of East 
Jerusalem. Division of the city will not 
improve the well-being of the residents of 

East Jerusalem. Under Israeli administration, 
there is a high level of integration between 
West and East Jerusalem's residents - Jewish 
and Arab - in day-to-day life and the 
Municipality of Jerusalem works in close 
cooperation with local Arab and Jewish 
leadership in East Jerusalem in promoting 
the quality of life of all East Jerusalem 
residents. All East Jerusalem residents benefit 
from the many economies of scale and scope 
provided by the management of the united 
city, such as those provided by municipal-
wide water, electricity, and 
telecommunications infrastructures.

According to an independent poll conducted 
by the Washington Institute in 2015, 52%of 
Arab Palestinians living in East Jerusalem 
stated they would prefer to be citizens of 
Israel with equal rights, rather than citizens 
of a Palestinian state.

The way forward to peace is through mutual 
acceptance, bilateral agreements, and 
genuine cooperation, not through one-sided 
unilateral measures. 

We call on the international community to 
embrace these principles and ensure that 
Jerusalem remains undivided for the benefit 
of all people.   

Yours sincerely,
European Coalition for Israel

ECI Argues for United Jerusalem
By Tomas Sandell, Founding Director, European Coalition for Israel

Andrew Tucker, European Coalition for Israel hands 
over the letter to EEAS Rep, Fuente Milani in Brussels

A Weekend in ‘Jewish Vienna’
By Sandra Kämpfer, Isreality Austria Coordinator

On 29 - 30 April, our first ‘Isreality 
Austria’ weekend took place in Vienna.  
Young Christians between the age of 18 
and 35 had been invited to come and learn 
more about Israel and the Jewish history 
of this city. On Saturday afternoon 17 
young adults met at “Don Bosco House”, a 
Christian centre. We got to know each 
other having coffee and delicious 
Viennese cake. Later we moved to a 
seminar room and after Sandra gave a 
bried introduction to Isreality, Marie-
Louise Weissenböck, Regional director of 
Christians for Israel Europe, spoke to us 
about Israel from a biblical perspective. 

Andrew Tucker, who had joined our 
Isreality weekend from the Netherlands, 
held his lecture on ‘Israel and 
International Law’. We were all keen to 
learn more about God’s plan with Israel 
and the reality on the ground. 

By the end of these two lectures, we were 
famished and enjoyed dinner at a typical 
Viennese restaurant. Later in the evening 
Julian Linke, a young Austrian student 
who had completed his civil service in 
Israel, gave a lecture on his experiences.  
He had served one year in Ramat Gan (Tel 
Aviv) in a home for the elderly, many of 
whom were German-speaking Holocaust 
survivors. During that time, he had 
interviewed and filmed many of them. We 
viewed one of the interviews, as well as a 
few other short films about everyday life in 
Israel. It was a great evening for all of us.

The next morning we had a time of 
worship and prayer during which Marie-
Louise also taught about Abraham and his 
relationship with God. We then left for 
the old city to start a guided tour through 
Jewish Vienna. The weather was perfect. 
Our guide showed us many different sites 

that had played a crucial role in the Jewish 
history of Vienna starting from 1194 when 
the first Jew lived here, until today. Of 
course, we also enjoyed Israeli Falafels for 
lunch. The tour ended at the Dome of St. 
Stephen’s, which also has a Jewish 
connection. 

The group enjoyed each other’s company, 
and we all had the feeling that we had 
come to a new understanding. All the 
participants asked to be informed about 
further Isreality activities. 

We thank God for this wonderful weekend!

On our tour through Jewish Vienna, guided by Marie-Louise (on the right)
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard, 
Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

For more Prayer Points, please go to our 
website www.c4israel.com.au 

ISRAEL
Ÿ Since several months Hamas has a 
new leader in Gaza, Yahya Sinwar. He 
is known as an unpredictable and 
violent extremist. Take this serious 
situation to God in prayer, and pray for 
the protection of (the south of) Israel.
Ÿ Israel has to be continually alert to 
the enemies at its borders. Hamas 
(Sunnite) in Gaza, Hezbollah (Shiite) in 
Lebanon and the ayatollahs of Iran 
(Shiite). Psalm 35 is a long Psalm, but 
extraordinary for your prayers for Israel.
Ÿ Most Messianic congregations in 
Israel meet on Sabbath, while nearly 
all Arab Christians have their services 
on Sundays. Whatever the 
differences, pray for the Christians in 
Israel – that they will meet and 
respect each other.
Ÿ In May the 50th anniversary of 
Jerusalem’s reunification was 
celebrated. Read the Psalms of 
Ascent and pray for the City and its 
inhabitants (Psalms 120 - 134).
Ÿ Pray and give thanks for the work 
of ‘Aleh’, the largest aid organisation 
for people with multiple disabilities in 
Israel. We want to take care of the 
weakest through our Jubilee present 
for the 50th anniversary of United 
Jerusalem!

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Through UNESCO the 
Palestinians attempt to rewrite the 
history of Jerusalem. Not only Jewish 
history is being rewritten, but 
Christian history as well! Pray that all 
Churches will be alerted by this and 
take action against it.
Ÿ The four keywords to your times 
of intercession are time, silence, 
reading, and chutzpah. Take your 
time – God will make this time extra 
valuable. Be still – then God’s silence 
will settle down. Read the Word – 
God speaks through His Word. Show 
chutzpah – daring and courage – to 
listen and act accordingly.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Pray that the speakers and 
publicists of Christians for Israel will 
find the right words and use relevant 
Scripture passages to explain and 
defend Israel. There is so much 
bizarre news from the surrounding 
countries… Israel is in great danger!
Ÿ Please pray for the workers of 
Christians for Israel. We are faced 
with many issues: theological, 
political and social matters. Anti-
Semitism troubles us deeply; we are 
called Christians for Israel for a 
reason.
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March of the Living
By Jos van Westing, Christians for Israel International

Yom HaShoah - Holocaust 
Remembrance Day 24 April 2017

In April this year, Christians for Israel 
International participated in the Jewish 
event, “The March of the Living”, a 
memorial march from Auschwitz to 
Birkenau.

Together with 10,000 students from 52 
different nations, carrying thousands of 
Israeli flags, we made a clear statement to 
the world - “NEVER AGAIN!”

Any Christians for Israel member around 
the world can join our 4-day Auschwitz 
Programme in Poland. They come back a 
different person due to the life-changing 
experience and understand the suffering 
the Jewish people endured. If you want to 
visit Europe between April and June, you 
can expand your stay with this Auschwitz 
Programme.

This year our group consisted of 24 Dutch 
participants. One of them was a second 
generation Holocaust survivor who lost (as 
far as he was able to find out) over 120 
relatives in Auschwitz. He was living every 
single day with the past of the Nazi 
atrocities affecting himself and his family. 
While I was pushing him in a wheelchair, 
he told me, “All my parents, uncles, aunts, 
cousins and other relatives went through 

this gate (of Birkenau), just as I 
do today, but I am the only 
one of my entire family who 
will get out alive!” It struck me 
like lightning to hear him say 
that, but sadly, it was very true.

In the Auschwitz “museum”,  
(I would rather call it a place 
of remaining evidence), our 
hearts were breaking; there 
were suitcases left behind with 
names written on them with 
white chalk still waiting for 
their owners. Elegant high 
heeled shoes, which may have 
been worn to dance. 2000kg 
of human hair left behind by 
the weaving-loom used to 
produce clothes for the 
Germans. Artificial arms and 
legs, and metal corsets for children, never 
to be used again. Rusty train rails ending 
at the selection point - the last station for 
millions of people. Unnamed ashes that 
could not speak, but still told the most 
sinister stories of history. A single word 
was too much, a thousand words too little. 
The participants of our group didn’t 
consider what they saw to be irrelevant 
anymore or that it was a long time ago.

They had a difficult time, but they did not 
deter from it! Many sought every 

opportunity to beg for forgiveness from 
the survivors of the Shoah on behalf of 
their country and forefathers; here at 
Auschwitz, and in Israel. 

This reconciliation helps to heal deep 
wounds; they embrace the elderly 
traumatised victims who have no future, 
just their past. There is compassion and 
mutual love as tears from both flows. 
Once more, we see that the Jewish people 
do not hate or seek revenge, but deign in 
majestic forgiveness.

Young descendants of holocaust survivors 
writing prayers of remembrance on wooden planks. 

Many of them are very personal and touching 

Shavuot - Festival of Weeks
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Seven weeks are counted starting from 
Pesach (Passover), according to the Biblical 
commandment (Leviticus 23:15). On the 
fiftieth day, it is Shavuot (Festival of Weeks; 
Pentecost). Shavuot means ‘weeks’, from the 
Hebrew root Sheva – seven. And Pentecost 
is derived from the Greek word ‘fiftieth’. So, 
in the name of the Christian feast, there is 
still a connection with the Jewish roots. 

The ‘seven-week’ counting is traditionally 
called the Omer counting. The Hebrew 
word omer means ‘sheaf’. In Biblical times, 
the counting started when the first sheaf of 
the new harvest was brought as a first fruit 
offering in the Temple. In that season, the 
wheat harvest would start, and on Shavuot, 
the first wheat was brought to the Temple.

In Jewish tradition, Shavuot also became 
connected with the receiving of the Torah 
on Mount Sinai. When you calculate the 
data in the Exodus story, you will find that 
Moses received the Torah on Shavuot. The 
celebration of the revelation of the Torah 
has been the most important aspect of 
Shavuot, but since the return of the Jews to 
the Land of Israel and the establishment of 
the State of Israel, the agricultural aspect 
has also gained strength again.

The People of Israel standing at the foot of 
Mount Sinai had to prepare themselves 
three days before God was to reveal the 
commandments. But immediately after, 

they sinned with the 
golden calf. It is, 
therefore, a custom 
in Judaism to stay 
awake throughout 
the night of Shavuot, 
studying the Word 
of God together, as a 
preparation for 
receiving the Torah. 
In Jerusalem, for 
example, every 
synagogue and every 
Jewish Institute offer 
study sessions and 
lectures during this 
holy night. And at 
dawn, after a long 
and inspiring time of study, everybody 
draws to the Western Wall to say the 
morning prayers together. The ecstatic joy 
of studying the Divine Word makes 
everybody sing and dance. Such must have 
been the ecstatic state of the Apostles when 
they received the Holy Spirit on the 
Pentecost after Jesus’ death and 
resurrection (Acts 2). 

True, we don’t know for sure whether the 
giving of the Torah was celebrated on 
Shavuot in the Second Temple period. 
However, the signs of the wind and the 
tongues of fire in Acts 2 are remarkable 
references to the revelation on Mount Sinai. 

Moreover, there is a clear connection 
between the Holy Spirit and the Word of 
God. 

Finally, back to the bringing of the first 
fruits and the Omer counting. A Psalm 
that is related to this season is Psalm 67. 
In Hebrew, this Psalm counts 49 words, 
one for every day of the season. It sings of 
the earth that has yielded its increase, and 
the (Gentile) nations praising God. Just as 
the risen Christ was the “firstfruits of 
those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20), 
on Pentecost, the ingathering of a great 
harvest of believers from all nations has 
begun. And finally, all nations will praise 
God and fear Him. 
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Training in Cambodia
By Chan Siew Fong, Christians for Israel Regional Trainer, Singapore

The Christians for Israel 4th 
Asia Pacific Training and 
Leadership Conference was 
held in Phnom Penh, 
Cambodia on 20-22 April 2017. 

Cambodia is among the top ten countries 
in the world with the fastest church 
growth rates. Christians make up 3% of the 
predominantly Buddhist population of 15 
million people. The Body of Christ in 
Cambodia, drawn from a wide spectrum of 
denominations, meet every year for 
National Prayer on 1 July and heads of 
denominations meet regularly for 
fellowship. With such unity in the Body of 
Christ, the message of Israel can potentially 
be the ‘game-changer’ for the Cambodian 
church if it is embraced wholeheartedly by 
local pastors and leaders. 

Wilson Ng, Regional Coordinator for 
Southeast Asia, organised the conference 
with the invaluable help of the local 
coordinator, Pastor Ramu Balakrishnan, a 
church planter from the Assemblies of God.  
Local pastors made up the majority of the 
conference participants - about 80 from 
various denominations and backgrounds. 
Pastor Conrado Lumahan came with 11 
delegates from the Philippines. 

A team of youths led in lively praise and 
worship each morning, followed by full-
day sessions. Each hour-long session was 
translated by an indefatigable and 
cheerful Chinese Cambodian, VA Tong, 
who had no formal education but began 
to understand and speak English after he 
received the Holy Spirit. 

The conference participants seemed 
spellbound by the messages, not having 
been taught about Israel before. The little 
they knew about Israel finally fitted into a 
biblical framework. Whenever PowerPoint 
slides were used, mobiles would pop up all 
over the hall to snap images of the slides. It 
was heart warming that Khmer pastors, 

both young and old, asked earnestly for the 
slides to be made available to them after 
the conference. 

Reverend Willem Glashouwer helmed the 
teaching with nine messages from “Why 
Israel”, “Why Jerusalem”,  “Why End Times” 
and “Covenants and Kingdoms”. He also 
spoke about Replacement Theology and 
presented the 12 Articles of Faith about 
Israel. Pastor Conrado Lumahan sounded 
passionate cries to stand with Israel with 
his “Twelve reasons to stand with the 
Twelve Tribes”. Kuen Yoon took us on a 
historical journey of the miraculous 
rebirth of Israel in 1948 and fulfilment of 
biblical prophecies related to the re-
gathering of the Jewish diaspora with 
maps and photos. Siew Fong shared on 
Israel’s miraculous survival of the 1948, 
1967 and 1973 wars which showed God’s 
help in preserving Israel annihilation 
from her enemies’ attempts.

Among the 11 delegates under Pastor 
Lumahan from the Philippines were 
superintendents and deputies overseeing 
hundreds of Assemblies of God churches 
in Mindanao. Two of them gave inspiring 
testimonies of how God began to bless 
their congregations after they started to 
bless Israel. Since they started to organise 
regular prayer meetings for Israel and 
began giving to Israel, their congregations 

saw unprecedented church growth as well 
as astounding financial breakthroughs. 

The final session was aptly on “What 
should the Church do about Israel at this 
time in history?” Siew Fong challenged 
conferees to educate other believers about 
Israel and to comfort the Jewish people 
through actions and prayer. She then led in 
intercession for Israel which began with 
repentance for the past atrocities 
committed by the church against the 
Jewish people. Brother VA Tong led in this 
repentance prayer on his knees. For the 
next 12 prayer points presented, the 
atmosphere in the meeting hall was 
charged up by the heart-felt intercession of 
conference participants, and six Khmer 
pastors and Pastor Lumahan who 
represented the Body in prayer. 

Wilson Ng’s very fitting conclusion for the 
conference was for us all to focus on being 
obedient and faithful rather than to be 
results-oriented. 

The message of Israel was new to most of 
the churches so for the seed to germinate it 
was crucial to take follow-up actions; 
Pastor Meng Aun-Hour, Director of the 
United Pastors Fellowship, would translate 
‘Why Israel’ book to Khmer and local 
representatives for Christians for Israel in 
Cambodia would be sought.

Short News
Top Trump Advisors Hold
Weekly Prayer Meetings

Since the beginning of the White House 
transition in January, members of 
President Donald Trump’s cabinet have 
been gathering for weekly prayer sessions 
led by Capitol Ministries Pastor Ralph 
Drollinger. Though religion has always 
been part of the White House, these 
sessions include an impressive number of 
the highest-ranking members of the 
Trump Administration.

“In terms of a country’s health and 
direction, when its leaders are seeking 
God, the nation is in a position to be 
blessed by God,” Drollinger commented.

69 Years of Independence:
Israel By The Numbers

Israel’s population at its 69th year of 
existence is estimated at 8.68 million, 
almost eleven times its population of 
806,000 at its establishment in 1948.

A total of 6.48 million people (75%) of 
Israel’s population, are Jewish. The 
country’s overall population grew by 1.9% 
to 159,000 since last Independence Day.  
It is estimated that by 2048, Israel’s 
population will reach 15.2 million. 

A total of about 75% of all Israeli Jews 
were born in the country and more than 
half of them also have parents who are 
native Israelis. When the State of Israel 
was founded in 1948, only 35% of its Jews 
were born in the country.

Modern Era and Jewish Roots Courtesy of the Jerusalem Foundation

50th Anniversary of Jerusalem’s 
Reunification - its meaning and connection 
to Jewish history and modern Jerusalem.

There are a series of historical events 
celebrated by Jews all over the world in 
spring. It starts with Passover and ends on 
the holiday of Shavuot (Pentecost).  
Biblically, this period is called s’fira, 
counting ‘up’ from the Jewish people’s 
physical redemption from Egypt, 
represented by Passover, to spiritual 
redemption, represented by Shavuot, 
when the Jewish people received the Ten 
Commandments. 

In between, there are series of national 
holidays with historical significance to the 
modern State of Israel and the Jewish 
people. It starts with Holocaust 
Remembrance Day that falls one week 
after Passover and is followed one week 
later as Israel mourns its fallen soldiers 
and victims of terror on Israel’s solemn 
Memorial Day. Immediately after that, we 

celebrate Independence Day, marking the 
creation of the State of Israel 69 years ago.

There is significance in the placement of 
these events on Israel’s national calendar, 
and it is no coincidence that Holocaust 
Remembrance Day and Independence Day 
fall right after Passover. Together, they 
signify the Jewish people’s physical 
freedom from the slaveries of post-World 
War II, in the same way, that Passover 
symbolises the physical Exodus from 
Egypt. 

The marking of Israel’s history continues 
soon after Independence Day as Israel 
celebrates Yom Yerushalayim, Jerusalem 
Day, the joyous day in June 1967 when 
Jerusalem was reunited. Jerusalem Day is 
often referred to as a military miracle, but 
perhaps it’s timing, just days before the 
Pentecost, the Biblical holiday of Shavuot, 
also has deep meaning.  Shavuot, the 
Pentecost, signifies the Jewish people’s 
spiritual redemption as they received the 

Ten Commandments. Just as the 
Pentecost signifies the spiritual 
redemption of the Jewish people after the 
Exodus, Jerusalem Day is also a spiritual 
redemption – the holiest point on earth 
was once again in the hands of Jewish 
people and the State of Israel.  After 2000 
years, Jerusalem, the Jewish people’s soul, 
and spirit was whole once again. 

Jerusalem Day 2017 celebrates a 
homecoming that started 50 years ago, 
after a journey that lasted thousands of 
years.  That 2000 year road home was 
long and arduous, sacrifices were made, 
and precious lives were lost along the way.  
This year and every year, Israel remembers 
our sacrifices: 23,544 soldiers lost and the 
six million Jews who perished in the 
Holocaust. It has been said that sirens wail 
on Israel’s Memorial Day to remind Israel 
of the price it pays for Israel’s existence. As 
Jerusalem revels in its jubilee, 50 years 
since the reunification of Jerusalem,        

50 years of living in our spiritual home, 
everyone remembers that Jerusalem 
stands on the shoulders of heroes who 
paid the ultimate price. 
 
20,000 of those heroes, Holocaust 
survivors, live in Jerusalem today who 
suffer from loneliness as their generation 
slowly dissipates. Christians for Israel is a 
proud supporter of the “I’m Not Alone” 
campaign for Jerusalem’s Holocaust 
survivors to attend Café Europa, five-day 
centers in Jerusalem where survivors are 
surrounded by love and support as they 
come to share memories with the only 
ones left who understand them. These 
survivors emigrated to Israel after horrors 
they experienced, struggled to re-establish 
their lives in Jerusalem and waited 
another 19 years until Jerusalem was 
reunified to touch the Wailing Wall. 

You can donate to the “I’m Not Alone” 
campaign for Jerusalem’s Holocaust survivors 
in the coupon on the back page.
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Letters of the Aleph-beit: Yod 
Yod (or yud) is the tenth letter of the 
Hebrew aleph-bet. It represents the 
sound y as in yes, and ee as in green. 
The original form of the letter was a 
pictograph of a hand with a forearm 
(Hebrew yad = hand). That symbol 
developed over different stages into the 
pending hook as we know it today. It is 
the smallest letter of the aleph-bet. Also, 
the Greek iota and our i and j finally go 
back on the same symbol. 

The numerical value is ten. 

The Yod is the first letter of the 
ineffable Name of God. It is also the 

first letter of the Hebrew word yerusha, 
the heritage which – as the Talmud says 
– God gives to those who observe His 
commandments. And it is the first letter 
of the word Yehudi, Jew, which you 
could translate as ‘he who praises God’. 

“One jot (the letter yod) or one tittle 
(small stroke at a letter) shall in no wise 
pass from the law, till all be fulfilled” 
(Matthew 5:18 KJV). 

The number ten is a building stone of 
creation: by ten utterances of God the 
world was created (according to Jewish 
tradition in the Ethics of the Fathers).

With ten miracles, God delivered the 
Israelites from Egypt, and ten plagues 
He brought over the Egyptians. 
Moreover, God gave the Israelites the 
Ten Commandments.

Ten also represents holiness, sanctity. 
For a synagogue service to be valid, a 
quorum of ten Jewish men (a minyan) is 
required. For the Shechinah, the Divine 
Presence dwells with a ‘congregation’ of 
at least ten men. This is derived from the 
story of the twelve spies, Numbers 14. 
“How long shall I bear with this evil 
congregation?” God says to Moses (v 27). 

Jewish interpretation applies this to the 
ten spies. In the desert, Israel occupied 
itself with nothing but the study of the 
Torah. The ten spies feared that this 
would get lost in the Land, devoured as 
the people would be by the material 
concerns of the Land (cf. Numbers 13:32). 

However, they forgot that the people 
were meant to spiritually elevate the 
material by living in the land in 
accordance with God’s commandments, 
and thus to be ready for the coming of 
the Messiah.

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church
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Galatians 3: Promised Land  

In Galatians 3, Paul speaks of promise and 
promises. Many argue from this chapter 
that through Christ the promise of the 
land, and indeed all promises, have been 
expanded to include the whole earth and 
every believer, and that the special 
position of Israel has become obsolete.

Paul is arguing against those ‘pseudo-
brothers’ that want to force new gentile 
believers to observe the law, especially to 
circumcise themselves and thus become 
Jews. That runs counter to the Gospel of 

grace, and counter to 
the practice of the 
brothers in Jerusalem 
and the decision 
taken by the apostolic 
council (Acts 15). Paul 
builds his argument 
by way of Midrash on 
the observation that 
the noun ‘seed’ in 
Hebrew is singular. 
Christ is the seed, he 
concludes, and 
therefore the one 
who inherits the 
promises. 

Before that, however, he points out what 
it is all about. It was from the outset the 
purpose of God when He elected 
Abraham that salvation would come to 
the gentiles and this is through faith. In 
this, the distinction and the unity of Israel 
and the nations are at stake, and thus the 
purpose of Israel’s calling as a priestly 
kingdom. 

Twice in this chapter, Paul speaks of the 
promises, plural (verses 16 & 21). The use of 
the plural refers to the differentiation in 

offspring, land, and blessing to the nations. 

For the rest, he speaks about the promise, 
singular. Now, in Paul’s argumentation, 
this promise is tied to the gift of the Spirit 
(verse 14). The gift of the Holy Spirit is the 
main issue in this chapter. Did the gentiles 
receive the Spirit through faith or through 
‘works of the law’? The answer is, of 
course, by faith. And that is not just the 
case with the gentiles. Also “we, who are 
Jews by birth and not gentile sinners” (Gal. 
2:15), received the promised Spirit through 
the faith. In that vein, both Jews and 
gentiles can appeal to Abraham, who for 
his trust in God was justified. The 
promise, however, still refers to the land, 
too. For the gentiles this means that they 
receive their portion on the earth as a 
derivative of Israel receiving its portion. 
The land of Israel, inhabited by the people 
of Israel, remains the centre of the 
kingdom that extends to the ends of the 
earth. 

However, does that pertain to all the 
promises that were given to Abraham?
Paul cites from the book of Genesis the 
words “and to his seed”. This passage 

appears several times in Genesis (13:15; 17:8; 
24:7). It is remarkable that this is every 
time in the context of the promise of land 
to Abraham. Obviously, the plain meaning 
is that the promise of the land pertains to 
Isaac and Jacob and his offspring. Paul 
does not deny that, nor expand the 
meaning of it. He is building his argument 
on quotations from the Scripture. The 
question at stake is: do Gentile believers 
have to fulf il the Mosaic Law in order to 
receive the Spirit? And the answer is: no, 
because God promised Abraham that all 
the nations would be blessed in him 
through faith. To this promise, all those 
who are in Christ, are heirs, since through 
Christ they are seed of Abraham, even the 
Greeks (verse 28). 

However, they are so as Jews, and as 
Gentiles. Just as the difference between 
the sexes remains, even though they are 
one in Christ. There is principal unity, but 
it remains a unity in diversity. 

Therefore, the promise of the land 
remains for Israel. And like Israel, every 
nation will receive the blessing in its own 
land.

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Brazil Shares Message of Hope
We are so blessed and excited to be part 
of what God is doing through Christians 
For Israel in Brazil. For the past three 
years, we’ve been experiencing the Lord’s 
favour, as He opens doors of churches 

and communities for us, enabling us to 
bring the message “Why Israel?”

Specifically, in the northeast of Brazil, we 
now have partners in more than ten 

cities and two 
states, who have 
embraced the work 
of Christians for 
Israel. Our 
Northeast Director, 
Pastor Vincent 
Shalom, has a 
network in all nine 
states that form the 
northeast region. 
His commitment to 

taking Christians for Israel’s message to 
the Churches in his region has been very 
inspiring.

Our regional teams are gradually 
growing. Since the beginning, we have 
focused on spreading the message “Why 
Israel” to the younger generations. 
It’s important for the church and all ages 
to hear the message, but we committed 
ourselves to the emerging generation 
before Replacement Theology found 
ground in their hearts.

By God’s grace, we were able to 
accomplish all our goals for the first 
quarter of 2017, and are totally confident 

in moving forward as the Lord leads us to 
the 26 states of Brazil and our 13 
neighbouring countries in South 
America.

Our first newsletter has been printed, 
ready to be mailed out to 1000 friends 
who have already heard the message. 
Our hearts are on fire to see Israel 
friends come forth as they receive the 
revelation of God’s everlasting love and 
covenants with His Firstborn Son, Israel.

Through love, transparency, humbleness 
and focus, we move forth, convinced this 
is the last message to be delivered to the 
church before the coming of King Jesus.

By Pastor Val Nogueira, Christians for Israel Brazil

Christians for Israel Brazil team with Rev. Willem Glashouwer 
and his wife Marianne (left of Willem). 
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Our Printer
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Aliyah Fieldworker

For two years now we have added a leaflet 
to our food parcels, explaining our work 
in Ukraine. If people have questions or 
need practical help with making Aliyah 
they can contact us. After all, we can’t be 
everywhere, even though we would like to 
be but a food parcel with a leaflet can 
‘travel’ throughout Ukraine! Since we 
started distributing the leaflet, we have 
received many calls from Jews who want 
to know more about Aliyah.

It was my wife Ira who came up with the 
idea of the leaflet. She then took it upon 
herself to write the text and look for a 
local printer. That’s how we met 
Alexander. He not only designed the 
leaflet but also added valuable input.

Opportunity
Recently Alexander called us, wanting to 
share something with us. Every time he 
worked on the different leaflets, he got 
excited, and it touched his heart. He told 
us that he is also Jewish and that he had 
wanted to make Aliyah with a study 
programme when he was fourteen years 
old. But his parents didn’t let him go. He 
thought he would never again get the 
opportunity to go to the land of his 

forefathers until he started working on 
our leaflets. He asked us what he needed 
to do, so we got him in touch with the 
Jewish Agency. 

Talent
Meanwhile, Alexander has been studying 
Hebrew. He is a talented young man, and 
we are convinced that he will have a good 
future in Israel. Naturally, he is still 
nervous and has a lot of questions. We 
don’t have to tell him what’s written in 
the Bible; he knows our leaflets through 
and through. In just a few months he will 
be making Aliyah with his family. 

We are seeing that God brings His people 
home in His timing. Jeremiah 31:10. 

Thank You Letter

Shalom, Koen! The food parcels arrived just 
in time for Purim. Those who are in urgent 
need will receive their parcel today. We 
appreciate your friendship tremendously. We 
believe that with our joint commitment we 
can contribute to the return of the Jews to 
the Holy Land. Sincerely, 

Natella, Director,
Jewish School Bela Cherkov

June 2017

Alexander working on our leaflet

First Home in the Homeland

‘Teach them His decrees 
and instructions, and 
show them the way they 
are to live and how they 
are to behave.’ Exodus 18:20
 
Since the destruction of the Temple, 
religious Jews have prayed to return 
to the Land of Israel. Olim are 
moving across the world, changing 
language and culture to become a 
part of the revived Israel. Some olim 
still remember their heritage and 
connect to it with their future. 
However, for many other new 
immigrants, their religious and 
cultural Jewish background was 
wiped away by the totalitarian 
regime in the Soviet countries where 
they were born and brought up 
without religion. Every small detail 
about their parents’ and 
grandparents’ religious practice is 
perceived by them now as their 
greatest wealth – to go and build 
new identities as Jews and Israelis. 

By Orly Wolstein, First Home in the Homeland Project Manager 

News from

The decision by Christians for 
Israel to support religious self-
awareness of olim is highly 
important for First Home in the 
Homeland. Participants of the 
programme become part of the 
community from their first day 
in Israel and ‘learn by doing’, 
which was always one of the 
principals of Judaism. 

Six regional councils have started 
to implement religious education 

into their absorption process. Olim go 
to important Biblical places, listen to 
rabbis' lectures and celebrate important 
Jewish feasts. 

First Sedder Pessah for the 
Kononiuk family from Ukraine
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Our Printer
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Aliyah Fieldworker

For two years now we have added a leaflet 
to our food parcels, explaining our work 
in Ukraine. If people have questions or 
need practical help with making Aliyah 
they can contact us. After all, we can’t be 
everywhere, even though we would like to 
be but a food parcel with a leaflet can 
‘travel’ throughout Ukraine! Since we 
started distributing the leaflet, we have 
received many calls from Jews who want 
to know more about Aliyah.

It was my wife Ira who came up with the 
idea of the leaflet. She then took it upon 
herself to write the text and look for a 
local printer. That’s how we met 
Alexander. He not only designed the 
leaflet but also added valuable input.

Opportunity
Recently Alexander called us, wanting to 
share something with us. Every time he 
worked on the different leaflets, he got 
excited, and it touched his heart. He told 
us that he is also Jewish and that he had 
wanted to make Aliyah with a study 
programme when he was fourteen years 
old. But his parents didn’t let him go. He 
thought he would never again get the 
opportunity to go to the land of his 

forefathers until he started working on 
our leaflets. He asked us what he needed 
to do, so we got him in touch with the 
Jewish Agency. 

Talent
Meanwhile, Alexander has been studying 
Hebrew. He is a talented young man, and 
we are convinced that he will have a good 
future in Israel. Naturally, he is still 
nervous and has a lot of questions. We 
don’t have to tell him what’s written in 
the Bible; he knows our leaflets through 
and through. In just a few months he will 
be making Aliyah with his family. 

We are seeing that God brings His people 
home in His timing. Jeremiah 31:10. 

Thank You Letter

Shalom, Koen! The food parcels arrived just 
in time for Purim. Those who are in urgent 
need will receive their parcel today. We 
appreciate your friendship tremendously. We 
believe that with our joint commitment we 
can contribute to the return of the Jews to 
the Holy Land. Sincerely, 

Natella, Director,
Jewish School Bela Cherkov

June 2017

Alexander working on our leaflet

First Home in the Homeland

‘Teach them His decrees 
and instructions, and 
show them the way they 
are to live and how they 
are to behave.’ Exodus 18:20
 
Since the destruction of the Temple, 
religious Jews have prayed to return 
to the Land of Israel. Olim are 
moving across the world, changing 
language and culture to become a 
part of the revived Israel. Some olim 
still remember their heritage and 
connect to it with their future. 
However, for many other new 
immigrants, their religious and 
cultural Jewish background was 
wiped away by the totalitarian 
regime in the Soviet countries where 
they were born and brought up 
without religion. Every small detail 
about their parents’ and 
grandparents’ religious practice is 
perceived by them now as their 
greatest wealth – to go and build 
new identities as Jews and Israelis. 

By Orly Wolstein, First Home in the Homeland Project Manager 

News from

The decision by Christians for 
Israel to support religious self-
awareness of olim is highly 
important for First Home in the 
Homeland. Participants of the 
programme become part of the 
community from their first day 
in Israel and ‘learn by doing’, 
which was always one of the 
principals of Judaism. 

Six regional councils have started 
to implement religious education 

into their absorption process. Olim go 
to important Biblical places, listen to 
rabbis' lectures and celebrate important 
Jewish feasts. 

First Sedder Pessah for the 
Kononiuk family from Ukraine
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