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Israel Prayer 
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Jewish Festivals
Pesach - Passover, the feast of 
unleavened bread
31 March - 7 April 2018

Pesach Sheni - Second Passover, one 
month after Passover
29 April 2018

Yom HaShoah - Holocaust Memorial Day
12 April 2018

Yom HaZikaron - Israeli Memorial Day 
18 April 2018

Yom HaAtzma’ut - Israeli Indepedence Day
19 April 2018

Yom Yerushalayim - Jerusalem Day 
13 May 2018

Christians for Israel
Mission Statement

Our mission is to bring Biblical 
understanding in the Church and among the 
nations concerning God's purposes for Israel 

and to promote comfort of Israel through 
prayer and action.

Editorial02 April 2018 
Nisan - Iyar - Sivan 5778

ISRAEL
Ÿ The observance of Passover 
through to 7 April is a time of sadness  
(Exodus 2:23), but also a time of joy 
(Exodus 6:5-7). The attitude of many 
nations today is the same as that of 
Egypt then. Pray for Israel and the 
nations and that God will fulfill His 
purpose. 
Ÿ Pray for the powers of spiritual 
misdirection in Israel to be broken. 
Many Israelis are trying to find peace 
and comfort in the New Age 
movement, astrology, fortune telling, 
and various forms of meditation. Pray 
that they may lay this aside, turn 
towards God, and find Him. 
Ÿ Give thanks that when Israel 
returns to their land the Lord God is 
there with them! Even when we do 
not understand all that is happening in 
and around Israel we can trust in Him. 
Jeremiah 31:13 says, “I will turn their 
mourning into joy; I will comfort them.” 

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Being a watcher, staying alert and 
interceding is not always easy. What 
we need is discipline, patience, and 
faith. Continue to intercede. The Lord 
is your strength!�
Ÿ “Christians pay the highest price for 
the Arab spring”, claims Nabeel Yousef 
of TWR Middle East. “Where dictators 
have been driven out, Muslim extremists 
seize power and Christians are 
oppressed.” Pray for the Christian 
communities in the Middle East. 
Ÿ Watchfulness is a prerequisite to 
prayer. Being a watcher or lookout 
involves alertness. Let us respond 
with intercession and thanksgiving to 
the events that we see taking place in 
Israel.�

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Pray that our solidarity with Israel 
may add to our longing expectancy of 
the return of our Saviour Jesus.�
Ÿ Will you please pray for the 
volunteers and employees of 
Christians for Israel worldwide? 
People from Christians for Israel 
affiliates around the world are focused 
on Jerusalem, the city of the great 
King, clearly bringing forward Jesus, 
the Jewish people, and the restored 
nation of Israel.
Ÿ Pray for Koen and Ira Carlier, our 
field workers in Ukraine. Together 
with their team, they do essential 
work for the Aliyah movement. It is 
extraordinary that all over the world, 
from Oceania to Uganda, from USA 
to the Netherlands, people are 
praying for the return of Israel 
(Zephaniah 3:20). 

For more Prayer Points, please go to 
our website www.c4israel.com.au

“Then the nations will know that 
I am the Lord, declares the 
sovereign Lord when I show 
myself holy through you before 
their eyes”. (Ezekiel 36:23)

The 70th birthday of the State of Israel is 
cause for celebration. But it is also cause 
to stop and reflect on what God is doing 
in our generation and to consider how we 
should respond.

Through the prophet Isaiah – writing in 
the 7th century BCE when the Kingdom 

of Judah was in the Babylonian captivity – 
God gives a majestic vision of His future 
glory. The prophet sees the eternal 
purposes of God. He looks, as it were, 
beyond the Babylonian captivity, beyond 
the partial return under Ezra, Nehemiah 
and Zerubbabel, beyond the rebuilding of 
the Temple and beyond the time of the 
servant Messiah (Isaiah 53), to that age 
when Messiah will reign, and Israel will 
be restored to its rightful position as head 
of the nations.

God tells us through the prophets that 
restored Israel will be a banner to the 
nations in the last days. It will be God’s 
warning - his proclamation, his signpost 
showing us that God is preparing all 
things for his ultimate goal: the coming 
of Messiah and the establishment of His 
kingdom on earth.

Throughout the Old Testament, and 
confirmed by the Lord Jesus Himself, the 
Lord tells us that the Jews will be 
dispersed among the nations, but He 
promises He will turn with compassion 
again to the Jewish people. He does not 
say He will do this because of Israel, or 
because of the church or the nations. No, 
He is doing it despite the imperfection 
and failures of Israel, and despite the 
imperfections and failures of the Church. 
He does it because He promised to do so:

“For as the rain and the snow come down 
from heaven and do not return there, but 
water the earth, making it bring forth and 
sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to 
the eater, so shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for 
which I sent it”. (Isaiah 55:10-11)

In other words, God is restoring Israel in 
our generation because He said He would 
do so. Period. And God tells us even more. 
He tells us why He said He wants to do it: 
so that His Name will be glorified when all 

knees will bow to His Son Jesus Christ – the 
Son of God who has become the glorified 
Son of Man. The restoration of Israel is all 
about the holiness and glory of the Lord.

The passage quoted above from the 
prophet Ezekiel tells us that the Lord’s 
holiness will be established ‘through’ 
Israel. Has God’s holiness been 
established through Israel? No, not yet. 
The modern nation of Israel is weak and 
imperfect. Nevertheless, there is no doubt 
the physical restoration of Israel is part of 
this process of establishing God’s 
holiness. Because it is so clearly a 
miraculous work, a work that no man 
could plan or achieve. 

The establishment of the King of kings as 
ruler of the nations in the midst of Jacob 
(Israel) on the throne of His father David 
– this was the great promise to Mary 
when the Angel Gabriel announced the 
birth of the Saviour (see Luke 1). 

The restored kingdom of Israel is God’s 
vehicle for testing the Church and the 
nations. Like all of God’s truths, it is so 
divisive, because it mystifies all those who 
seek to build their own kingdom and rely 
on their own reason or understanding. It 
is the great stone that is ‘cut out by no 
human hand’ that crushes the fourth 
(Roman) empire in the vision of Daniel 2. 
It is the ‘heavy stone’ that hurts the 
nations that try to lift it in the end days 
(Zechariah 12). And it is the stumbling 
block that causes the fallen church 
(Babylon) to seek an alliance with the 
Anti-Christ, in Revelation 17.  

It is strange that we Christians are so 
blind to this. We should know better. We 
have been given the mind of Christ, 
through whom we may understand the 
thoughts of God. (1 Corinthians 2:11-13). 
We have been called and equipped to 
‘make the manifold wisdom of God known 
to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly 
places’ (Eph 3:10). We have been given ‘eye 
salve’ (Revelation 3) to see the world 
through God’s eyes. 

What is it that we see? We see a nation 
being restored; we see God at work. Israel 
is a work in progress. But it is HIS work - 
not ours - and we have no right to 
interfere in what He is doing. 

How should the Church respond? I 
believe the Bible commands us to:

1. be watchmen, seeing and 
understanding the times in which we live; 

2. pray to the Lord to fulfil what He has 
promised; 

3. comfort the Jewish people in their hour 
of need; 

4. support the restoration of Israel in 
practical ways (this includes helping non-
Jews in the land, and promoting 
Jewish/Arab reconciliation - see the 
article about First Baptist Church 
Bethlehem on page 11); and 

5. proclaim God’s purposes to the nations 
and all rulers and authorities in the 
heavenly places.

The future is glorious, but the road 
thereto is difficult. The church, the 
nations and Israel are about to go 
through a great time of trial. The Spirit of 
lawlessness is gaining power in the world. 
For those with eyes to see, we can hardly 
doubt that we are entering into the 
greatest conflict in world history, the 
time of ‘Jacob’s trouble’ of which all 
Scripture speaks, between the Prince of 
darkness and the God of Israel. 

We wish the State of Israel every blessing 
on its 70th birthday. More importantly, 
we wish the Jewish people, and all the 
inhabitants of Israel, the peace and 
shalom of the Lord, and the glorious 
future that God has promised. 

“For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, and 
for Jerusalem’s sake, I will not be quiet, until 
her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 
and her salvation as a shining torch. The 
nations shall see your righteousness, and all 
kings your glory, and you shall be called by a 
new name, that the mouth of the Lord will 
give” (Isaiah 62:1-2). 
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nation being restored; we see God 
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Deuteronomy 7: 6-9 
“For you are a 
people holy to the 
Lord your God. The 
Lord, your God, has 
chosen you out of 
all the peoples on 
the face of the earth 
to be His people, His 
treasured possession. 

The Lord did not set His affection on you 
and choose you because you were more 
numerous than other peoples, for you were 
the fewest of all peoples. But it was because 
the Lord loved you and kept the oath He 
swore to your forefathers that He brought 
you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the land of slavery, from the power 
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. Know therefore 
that the Lord your God is God; He is the 
faithful God, keeping His Covenant of love 
to a thousand generations.”

Psalm 105: 8-11 “He remembers His 
Covenant forever, the word which He 
commanded, for a thousand generations. 
The Covenant which He made with 
Abraham, and His oath to Isaac. And 
confirmed it to Jacob for a statute, to Israel 
as an everlasting Covenant, saying, ‘To you, 
I will give the land of Canaan as the 
allotment of your inheritance.’”

Israel does not exist by the grace of the 
United Nations. Nor by the grace of the 
United States of America. Nor by the 
grace of Europe, Russia or China. Nor by 
the grace of Christianity. Or by the grace 
of Islam. Israel exists by the grace of God 
on the basis of an everlasting Covenant 
to which He pledged a solemn oath and 
swore by His own Name – an oath that 
He will never break. God cannot lie, as 
Balaam declares in Numbers 23:19 “God is 
not a man, that He should lie, not a son of 
man being, that He should change his mind. 
Does He speak and then not act? Does He 
promise and not fulfil?” 

>> National and
Spiritual Restoration
First Israel will be restored nationally, 
and then spiritually. Ezekiel says, “For I 
will take you out of the nations; I will 
gather you from all the countries and bring 
you back into your own land (Ezekiel 36:24). 
For decades now we have seen this 
happen. They are returning from the four 
corners of the earth where they were 
scattered all over the world: This is 
Israel’s national restoration. 

But then also spiritual restoration will 
take place. The Lord says that when they 
are finally back in the land: “I will sprinkle 
clean water on you, and you will be clean. I 
will cleanse you from all your impurities 
and all your idols. I will give you a new 
heart and put a new spirit in you, will 
remove from you your heart of stone and 
give you a heart of flesh. And I will put My 
Spirit in you and move you to follow My 
decrees and be careful to keep My laws. You 
will live in the land I gave your forefathers; 
you will be My people, and I will be your 
God.” (Ezekiel 36:25-28)

For many years we see the faithfulness of 
God in action. We are the generation that 
sees prophecies being fulfilled. We see 
God’s Covenants being fulfilled as we 
speak. We are living in prophetic days. We 
are on the way to the Coming of Messiah 
and of His Kingdom of Peace and 
Righteousness, covering the earth from 
Jerusalem. The true and final Theocracy.

>> Beginning of
Redemption
The modern State of Israel is in existence 
for 70 years now. It is the beginning of 
redemption. This ‘beginning of redemption’ 
as the rabbis call it, the forming of a Jewish 
State of Israel and the return of the Jewish 
people to Israel and Jerusalem, has begun, 

and it is an irreversible process. We have 
passed points of no return. 

The prophet Amos 9:15 says, “…I will plant 
Israel in their own land, never again to be 
uprooted from their land I have given them, 
says the Lord your God…” Israel is there to 
stay. It will not be exiled again. Only two 
times the Lord raises His hand to bring 
Israel back to the land. The first time was 
after the Babylonian Captivity between 
600-500 BC, the second time is now, after 
the ‘Roman’ Captivity of almost 2000 years. 

Isaiah 11:10-12: “…In that day the Root of 
Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; 
the nations will rally to Him, and His place 
of rest will be glorious. In that day the Lord 
will reach out His hand a second time to 
reclaim the remnant that is left of His 
people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, 
from Upper Egypt, from Cush, from Elam, 
from Babylonia, from Hamath and the 
islands of the sea. He will raise a banner for 
the nations and gather the exiles of Israel; 
He will assemble the scattered people of 
Judah from the four quarters of the earth…” 

Nowhere do we read in the Bible that the 
Lord will raise His hand a third time. 
Israel is here to stay. They will not be 
uprooted again. The redemption process 
has started. National restoration first, 
followed by spiritual restoration. Messiah 
is coming.

Ezekiel 39:28 promises in God’s Name: 
“Then they (Israel) will know that I am the 
Lord their God, for though I sent them into 
exile among the nations (already fulfilled), I 
will gather them to their own land, not 
leaving any behind…” So ultimately all 
Jews will return back to the Promised 
Land, back to Zion. 

>> Democracy or
Theocracy?
When Israel declared Statehood in 1948, 
they chose to be a democratic state, 

taking the democracies of the Western 
world as an example. To live in the 
Promised Land as a people and a nation, 
one needs a form of government. Over 
the centuries we have seen all kinds of 
government in the world. Oligarchy, 
plutocracy, dictatorship, monarchy, 
constitutional monarchy, aristocracy and 
nobility, etc. So Israel has chosen to be a 
democracy. Which probably is - relatively 
speaking - the best – or the least worst – 
type of government. But we should not 
forget that Hitler democratically came to 
power. So democracy is not a safeguard 
against the development of all kinds of 
evil. Only if the laws in a democracy are 
inspired by the Judeo-Christian ethics, 
are inspired by the laws of God that we 
find in the Bible – such as the Ten 
Commandments, the golden rule for 
humanity – only then there will be true 
freedom and happiness and well-being 
and prosperity for all.

So democracy is not theocracy, which is 
the best type of government. Israel has 
not yet come to its best rule of statehood 
possible. That will only come one-day 
when Messiah will come again to planet 
earth. When His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives, to fulfil what the angels 
Gabriel promised to His mother Mary in 
Luke 1: 31-33 “You will conceive and give 
birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. 
He will be great and will be called the Son of 
the Highest. The Lord God will give Him the 
throne of His father David (in Jerusalem), 
and He will reign over Jacob’s descendants 
(the twelve tribes of Israel) forever, and of 
His kingdom, there shall be no end.”

>> True Theocracy is 
Coming! 
May we live to see that glorious day! 
Then He will be the Peace to the ends of 
the earth!
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The desire and longing for a Jewish state 
is centuries old, long before the state of 
Israel was established. Jews all over the 
world dream of, pray continuously, and 
long intensely for Zion. Some make their 
own dream come true and return to 
Jerusalem. A long and exhausting journey 
precedes this. 

It was only in the nineteenth century that 
there appeared to be a glimmer of hope 
on the horizon that might bring the 
return to Israel closer. Enlightened Europe 
with all its great developments turned out 
not to offer Jews what they hoped for. 
Jews were integrating into society a little 
better, but you could not really call it 
emancipation. At the same time, ideas 
such as socialism, nation-states, and 
racism were emerging, and there was a 
renewed interest in the Hebrew language 
which was a dead language up till that 
time. The recurring pogroms in Eastern 
Europe and Russia reinforced among Jews 
the idea to make the longing for Zion 
practical. Zionism began to grow. More 
and more thought was given to a place for 
Jews to live that they could call their own. 
Theodor Herzl convened his congress in 
Basel, Switzerland, and published his book 
Der Judenstaat. 

Meanwhile, a return to Zion had begun, 
involving more than just a few. The flow 
of people to the Promised Land grew 
steadily. Yet it was far from obvious that 
there should be a state of Israel, and that 
it should be established in the region 
where Israel also used to live. 

At the start of the twentieth century, the 
ideas of Zionism began to take more 
shape. Israel was the place where the Jews 
wanted to establish their homeland, an 
area that at the time was still part of the 
Ottoman Empire, and later mandatory 
Palestine. The first kibbutzim were 
started. Increasingly large groups of Jews 
wanted to build their home in Israel. The 
desire grew to not only live in Israel but 
also be able to call it their own state. The 

British composed the Balfour Declaration 
in which they promised the Jews a home 
in Palestine. The state of ‘Israel’ appeared 
to be just around the corner. With the 
rise of Nazism, that dream seemed to 
disappear from view. But the Holocaust 
made the world realise it could no longer 
ignore the desire of the Jews to have their 
own state. On 29 November 1947, the 
United Nations approved the Partition 
Plan for Palestine, welcomed by the 
Jewish populations with great joy.

The countdown to the day of declaring 
their own state had begun (see below). 

>> 37 Signatories   

The signatories of the Declaration of 
Independence were a colourful group. But 
they were all leaders of the Jewish 
community in the land. All, with the 
exception of one, were born in the 
diaspora. They represented Zionists, 
Revisionists and Communists, Sephardi 
and Yemenis. They all signed the 
declaration, they all had their own motives.  

“I knew that war was what would truly 
decide the matter. And obviously, if there was 
a state, it would be easier to win. The 
wisdom of Israel then was for me the wisdom 
of war, and the Torah of Israel was the 
doctrine of war. But I was certain that we 
would win, because I knew what weapons we 
had! Even at the time of the ceremony, that 
was all I was thinking about.” Ben-Gurion

>> The Birth of Israel 
in Anecdotes
The final decision to have the ceremony 
was made only one day in advance: the 
former mayor’s residence in Tel Aviv 
would be the place where the Declaration 
of Independence ceremony would be held, 
it was the Tel Aviv Museum at the time. 
And that was a problem; it was a museum 
with all kinds of paintings on the wall. 

On 13 May, Otte Wallish came home 
around noon after working all night. 

He was a graphic designer and advertising 
agent. There it was: a note asking him to 
come to the Jewish Agency right away. So 
that’s what he did. There he was told he 
had 24 hours to prepare the Great Hall of 
the Tel Aviv Museum for the Declaration 
of Independence ceremony. There was no 
time to waste. Within a few hours the 
museum hall was a workshop. It was a 
race against time. The paintings were 
hidden behind wooden panels, a stage 
was set up, windows were covered, a 
carpet was borrowed at a store, chairs 
from various bars, and a statue of a 
female torso was strategically hidden. The 
flags were quickly taken to be washed, 
and the frame for Herzl’s picture - that 
also was borrowed - needed repair. But 24 
hours later the hall was transformed and 
ready for a historical moment. 

>> The Driver
Everything was rushed. The ink was 
barely dry when Zeev Sherf (secretary of 
the People’s Council) and Dorit Rosen 
(Sherf’s assistant) hurried the final draft of 
the Declaration of Independence to the 
ceremony on Rothschild Boulevard. To 
not lose any time, Sherf had to flag down 
a car to take them to the ceremony. They 

quickly got in the back, saying: “You have 
a great honour, I’ve got the Declaration of 
Independence of the state of Israel in hand.” 

>> Three Sections of 
Parchment
You don’t write the Declaration of 
Independence of Israel on a notepad of 
course, not even on expensive stationery. 
It must be able to stand the test of time. 
That’s why you use parchment. But you 
can’t just buy that at any stationery store. 
Not even at that time. Fortunately, 
Wallish (he got this task in addition to 
preparing the ceremony hall) was able to 
find parchment at a store right before it 
closed, the day before the ceremony. The 
parchment wasn’t very large, so he 
certainly needed three sheets. And the 
quality? The store clerk didn’t know, and 
the shop owner had already gone home. 
Wallish bought the parchment, and he 
wanted to know the quality of the 
parchment once he was home, so he 
immersed it in water and held it in 
flames. The parchment was approved.

There wasn’t time to inscribe the 
parchment with the Declaration of 
Independence before the official 
meeting. The signatories signed the 
blank parchment attached to a typed 
copy of the Declaration. While each 
person signed, the parchment was held in 
a nicely strategic manner.

>> Finishing Touches   

In the weeks that followed, the sections 
of parchment were sewn together. A 
writer needed to be found as well. The 
Chief Rabbinate recommended a 
religious writer, but that did not work 
out. Wallish eventually did it himself. But 
not before the font and spelling were 
thought out. It was written in the 
Sephardic style – because it is pleasant 
and easy to read – with a beautifully large 
letter at the beginning of each paragraph. 
Next, there had to be a seal, one that 
didn’t exist yet. Two religious writers 
designed a seal in the shape of the Star of 
David. A beautifully made wooden 
canister completed it. Now there was a 
legitimate Declaration of Independence 
signed with the 37 names of the 
signatories.

Israel - Independent at Last
By Marijke Terlouw, Christians for Israel Netherlands. Excerpt from the new Israel 70 Year celebration magazine

13 MAY 1948

Counting Down the Hours

12.10 hr ž Otte Wallish is given 
24 hours to prepare the Great Hall 
at the Tel Aviv Museum for the 
Declaration of Independence 
ceremony. It’s top secret of course!

16.00 hr ž The museum hall has 
become a workshop. Just before 
closing, parchment is found at a 
store in Tel Aviv on which the 
Declaration of Independence can 
be written.

14 MAY 1948

15.00 hr ž The declaration is finalised 
and is typed out in triplicate.  

8.00 hr ž The British High Representative 
Sir Alan Cunningham leaves Government 
House in Jerusalem for Kalandia airport. 
From there to Haifa, aboard a naval ship. 

12.00 hr ž The preparation of the 
the museum hall is finished. 

13.30 hr ž The People’s Council meets 
to give its approval to the final draft 
of the Declaration of Independence. 

24.00 hr ž  The anchors of the naval ship in Haifa, 
with Sir Alan Cunningham on board, are lifted. 
The British mandate has ended. 

15.50 hr ž David Ben-Gurion arrives 
at the museum with his wife. 

16.00 hr ž With the tapping of a wooden 
gavel, the session begins. Hatikva is sung. 

16.07 hr ž David Ben-Gurion reads the Declaration of Independence. 
He starts with the words ‘We hereby declare the establishment of a 
Jewish State in Israel, which will be known as the State of Israel’. 
Rabbi Fishman recites the Shehehiyanu blessing. Ben-Gurion recites 
the first law of the state, 25 people sign the declaration 
(another 12 people sign the declaration in the weeks following).

16.31 hr ž Hatikva is heard.

16.33 hr ž The ceremony has ended, people 
are rejoicing and embracing each other. 

Celebrations in Israel

On this day: Israel 
becomes a nation

David Ben-Gurion with Albert Einsteen

David Ben-Gurion
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rise of Nazism, that dream seemed to 
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made the world realise it could no longer 
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Plan for Palestine, welcomed by the 
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exception of one, were born in the 
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Revisionists and Communists, Sephardi 
and Yemenis. They all signed the 
declaration, they all had their own motives.  

“I knew that war was what would truly 
decide the matter. And obviously, if there was 
a state, it would be easier to win. The 
wisdom of Israel then was for me the wisdom 
of war, and the Torah of Israel was the 
doctrine of war. But I was certain that we 
would win, because I knew what weapons we 
had! Even at the time of the ceremony, that 
was all I was thinking about.” Ben-Gurion

>> The Birth of Israel 
in Anecdotes
The final decision to have the ceremony 
was made only one day in advance: the 
former mayor’s residence in Tel Aviv 
would be the place where the Declaration 
of Independence ceremony would be held, 
it was the Tel Aviv Museum at the time. 
And that was a problem; it was a museum 
with all kinds of paintings on the wall. 

On 13 May, Otte Wallish came home 
around noon after working all night. 

He was a graphic designer and advertising 
agent. There it was: a note asking him to 
come to the Jewish Agency right away. So 
that’s what he did. There he was told he 
had 24 hours to prepare the Great Hall of 
the Tel Aviv Museum for the Declaration 
of Independence ceremony. There was no 
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museum hall was a workshop. It was a 
race against time. The paintings were 
hidden behind wooden panels, a stage 
was set up, windows were covered, a 
carpet was borrowed at a store, chairs 
from various bars, and a statue of a 
female torso was strategically hidden. The 
flags were quickly taken to be washed, 
and the frame for Herzl’s picture - that 
also was borrowed - needed repair. But 24 
hours later the hall was transformed and 
ready for a historical moment. 

>> The Driver
Everything was rushed. The ink was 
barely dry when Zeev Sherf (secretary of 
the People’s Council) and Dorit Rosen 
(Sherf’s assistant) hurried the final draft of 
the Declaration of Independence to the 
ceremony on Rothschild Boulevard. To 
not lose any time, Sherf had to flag down 
a car to take them to the ceremony. They 

quickly got in the back, saying: “You have 
a great honour, I’ve got the Declaration of 
Independence of the state of Israel in hand.” 

>> Three Sections of 
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You don’t write the Declaration of 
Independence of Israel on a notepad of 
course, not even on expensive stationery. 
It must be able to stand the test of time. 
That’s why you use parchment. But you 
can’t just buy that at any stationery store. 
Not even at that time. Fortunately, 
Wallish (he got this task in addition to 
preparing the ceremony hall) was able to 
find parchment at a store right before it 
closed, the day before the ceremony. The 
parchment wasn’t very large, so he 
certainly needed three sheets. And the 
quality? The store clerk didn’t know, and 
the shop owner had already gone home. 
Wallish bought the parchment, and he 
wanted to know the quality of the 
parchment once he was home, so he 
immersed it in water and held it in 
flames. The parchment was approved.

There wasn’t time to inscribe the 
parchment with the Declaration of 
Independence before the official 
meeting. The signatories signed the 
blank parchment attached to a typed 
copy of the Declaration. While each 
person signed, the parchment was held in 
a nicely strategic manner.

>> Finishing Touches   

In the weeks that followed, the sections 
of parchment were sewn together. A 
writer needed to be found as well. The 
Chief Rabbinate recommended a 
religious writer, but that did not work 
out. Wallish eventually did it himself. But 
not before the font and spelling were 
thought out. It was written in the 
Sephardic style – because it is pleasant 
and easy to read – with a beautifully large 
letter at the beginning of each paragraph. 
Next, there had to be a seal, one that 
didn’t exist yet. Two religious writers 
designed a seal in the shape of the Star of 
David. A beautifully made wooden 
canister completed it. Now there was a 
legitimate Declaration of Independence 
signed with the 37 names of the 
signatories.

Israel - Independent at Last
By Marijke Terlouw, Christians for Israel Netherlands. Excerpt from the new Israel 70 Year celebration magazine
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and is typed out in triplicate.  
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House in Jerusalem for Kalandia airport. 
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US President Trump’s announcement in 
December 2017 to recognise Israel’s 
designation of Jerusalem as the capital of 
the State of Israel, and to move the US 
embassy in Israel from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem, provoked an explosion of 
international outrage, especially (but not 
only) in the Muslim world. The reaction 
is remarkable. Trump simply effectuated 
a decision taken by the US Congress in 
1995 and did not in any way change 
either the situation on the ground in 
Jerusalem or the status of the city under 
Israeli or international law. He even left 
open the question whether the US 
Embassy would be located in West or 
East Jerusalem. Yet the sole fact that he 
recognised Jerusalem as capital of Israel 
was apparently enough to turn the 
diplomatic world upside down. The UN 
General Assembly responded with 
resolutions effectively condemning 
Trump and forbidding states to move 
their embassies to Jerusalem.

Israel has been consistently criticised in 
the United Nations ever since its creation 
on 14 May 1948, and especially since 
Israel assumed control of East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank in 1967. Every month, 
UN General Assembly adopts resolutions 
on the Israel/Palestine conflict, and 
everyday media around the world report 
use international law to criticise Israeli 
‘occupation’ and ‘settlements’ as 
‘dangerously imperiling the viability of the 
two-State solution’ and an ‘obstacle to 
global peace’. 
Even though Israel is formally a UN 
member since 1949, Israel has never 
really been accepted as a full member of 
the international community of nations: 
Ÿ Israel is the only member of the 
United Nations that until recently has 
not been eligible for representation in the 
Security Council. 
Ÿ Jerusalem is the only city in the world 
over which the UN claims to have a 
special jurisdiction, and Israel is the only 
country that is denied the right to declare 
a particular city as its capital. 
Ÿ More resolutions in the UN General 
Assembly and Security Council are 
devoted to criticising Israel than any 
other state. 
Ÿ More institutions and projects have 
been established within the United 
Nations devoted to the Palestinian cause 

than to any other people claiming the 
right to self-determination. 
Ÿ ‘Palestine’ is the only nation to which 
the UN member states demand its 
statehood and contribute annually 
hundreds of millions of dollars.

Ÿ The Israel/Palestine conflict is the 
only conflict in the world in relation to 
which the United Nations seeks to 
impose a particular solution – 
notwithstanding the objections of one of 
the parties to the conflict. 

Ÿ Thirty percent of the resolutions 
concerning specific states adopted by the 
UN Human Rights Commission in the 
forty years of its existence were against 
Israel. Israel is the only country that 
warrants a dedicated place on the agenda 
of its replacement on the UN Human 
Rights Council. 

Ÿ The Palestinian refugees are the only 
refugees in the world whose so-called 

‘right of return’ is constantly tabled in 
international fora, and Israel is the only 
nation in the world that is alleged to be 
under an obligation to re-accept the 
descendants of refugees that fled from its 
territories in a time of conflict.

Since the Arab states (Egypt, Jordan, Syria) 
failed to destroy Israel in the 1973 Yom 
Kippur War, they and the other Arab and 
Islamic nations have used the United 
Nations institutions to ‘delegitimise’ Israel 
and push the ‘two-State solution’. And 
blocks of other nations – especially 
European, African and South American – 
have supported them. The Arab-Europe 
alliance, as reflected in the Euro-Arab 
Dialogue, has institutionalised European 
support for the Arabs’ political and 
military objectives of destroying the 
Jewish State. This reached its zenith in 
December 2016, when the UN Security 
Council (USA abstaining – the last 
diplomatic initiative of outgoing President 
Obama and Secretary of State Kerry) 
adopted Resolution 2334 in which it 
effectively laid down the terms upon 
which Israel is obliged to accept the ‘two-
State solution’. The Resolution has a major 

influence on the way many states 
formulate their foreign policy in relation 
to Israel/Palestine. 

The ‘two-State solution’ sounds just and 
equitable, but in fact, it represents an 
assault on Israel’s sovereignty as a nation 

state. It is also a fundamental breach of 
the promises made by the international 
community to the Jewish people after 
WWI – less than 100 years ago – through 
the League of Nations that Jerusalem and 
all the territories that are now normally 
referred to as ‘occupied territories’ would 
be reserved for the establishment of a 
Jewish homeland – with guaranteed 
protection of the civil and religious rights 
of all inhabitants of Palestine (Jews and 
non-Jews). 
Israel’s critics use strong legal language 
(’legitimate aspirations’, ‘rights to statehood 
and sovereignty’, ‘condemns’ etc.) and 
attribute great importance to United 
Nations resolutions. 
But UN resolutions do not constitute 
binding international law, and many of 
these statements made in those 
resolutions are quite simply false or 
misleading. An increasing number of 
academics argue that: 
1. Israel has the right to exist as a 
sovereign State enjoying peace and 
security as all other States;
2. Israel is under no obligation to 
withdraw from the ‘occupied territories’ or 

remove Israeli settlements;  
3. The creation of a State of Palestine is 
not required under international law; 
4. Even if it were, the United Nations and 
its member states have no jurisdiction to 
determine the borders between that state 
and the State of Israel;
5. In any event, the borders mandated in 
Resolution 2334 (the ‘4 June 1967 lines’) 
infringe Israel’s rights under 
international law; and
6. Third states are under no obligation to 
enforce the ‘two-State solution’ or facilitate 
the creation of the State of Palestine; on 
the contrary, to do so in terms of 
Resolution 2334 constitutes a fundamental 
infringement of Israel’s rights.

The discriminatory interpretation and 
application of international law to 
Israel/Palestine is not only unfair to 
Israel; it is producing perverse results. 
Worse, this ‘instrumental’ use of 
international law to achieve political or 
military goals is threatening to 
undermine the credibility of the 
international legal system itself. 

There is hope. Sixty-five nations did not 
vote for the December 2017 resolution 
condemning the recognition by President 
Trump of Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel and his announcement to move the 
US Embassy to Jerusalem. There is a 
growing understanding within the UN 
that the international legal system is 
being misused. The challenge now is to 
transform that understanding into 
concrete political action that gives full 
recognition to the Jewish people and the 
Jewish State of Israel. 

“Israel on Trial” – 70 Years of 
Delegitimisation of Israel in the UN 
By Andrew Tucker, Director and Matthijs de Blois, Senior Fellow, The Hague Initiative for International Cooperation (’thinc’)

The ‘two-State solution’ ... 
represents an assault on Israel’s 
sovereignty as a nation state

UN Ambassador Haley with PM Netanyahu

“If I forget you, Jerusalem,

may my right hand forget its skill.

May my tongue cling to the roof of

my mouth if I do not remember you,

if I do consider Jerusalem

my highest joy.”
PSALM 137:5,6

LONGING

The wall reflects the ancient longing of 
the Jewish people for Jerusalem and the 
rebuilding of the temple. The prayers 
voiced at the wall by Jewish pilgrims 
were so sincere and emotional that the 
bystanders starting calling the Western 
Wall the Wailing Wall.

NOTES

Paper notes containing written prayers 
are placed into the cracks of the wall. 
The earliest recorded occurrence of 
this phenomenon dates back to the 
middle of the eighteenth century (1743). 
The idea behind the notes stems from 
the Jewish belief that God’s presence 
has never left the Temple Mount.

WAILING

DEFINITION: to lament or mourn 
bitterly

SYNONYMS: crying, sobbing, weeping, 
lamenting, mourning, sorrowing

WAILING WALL: also called the Western 
Wall. Literally in Hebrew: HaKotel 
HaMa’aravi
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The prophets of Israel said that 
God would restore the fortunes 
of His people (Zephaniah 3:20). 
That promise is being fulfilled, 
and that in our own generation: 
the exile of the Jewish people is 
coming to an end.

Why were they exiled to begin with? It is 
not my place to answer that question. 
What I do know is that that exile has 
lasted two thousand years and during 
those same two thousand years we have 
come to know the God of Israel. Maybe 
there is a link between the two. Israel has 
lived among us, and all that time God has 
lived among us; because God goes with 
His people.

>> Dry Bones
We read that the restoration of Israel’s 
fortunes will be preceded by a time of 
bitterness and horror. Ezekiel speaks of a 
valley of dry bones (chapter 37). Some say 
this is the result of the ultimate revenge 
of ancient heathendom. Others say that it 

has everything to do with the arrogance 
of Christendom that wanted God for 
itself and would not tolerate sharing a 
place with Israel. A third group says that it 
is a satanic attempt to humiliate God’s 
name right before the coming of the 
Kingdom. Perhaps they are all right. But 
what stands out is that within the same 
chapter of Ezekiel we read about the 
gathering of all the tribes of Israel and the 
coming of the Messiah. The dry bones 
rise from the graves and go to Jerusalem, 
to their King.

>> The Anointed of
the Lord
The gathering of the children of Israel is 
primarily the task of the Anointed of the 
Lord. The masterful prophecy about the 
coming of the Messiah in Isaiah 49 says 
that He will be told to bring Jacob to God. 
Jesus realised this too. I think that this is 
new to many people because they 
skimmed over it while reading or applied 
it to themselves, but the Gospel speaks of 
the return of whole Israel. 

In John 10 Jesus elaborates on the great 
chapter of the gathering, Ezekiel 34.  
There we read how God Himself will end 
the exile. God is the shepherd who will 
care for His scattered sheep. Jesus says 
that He is the Good Shepherd and that 
He will even lay down his life to bring 
home the flock of Israel (John 11:52). His 
death would be necessary to break the 
imprisonment of Israel and the power of 
the devil. 

In His sermon about these things, Jesus 
foretells that at His coming the angels 
will complete the gathering in (of Israel) 
(Matthew 24:31 as the fulfilment of Isaiah 
11:12). These words are sometimes used as 
proof for the rapture of the Christians, 
but this is really about the rapture and 
homecoming of Israel.

>> A Role for the 
Nations
Although it is clear that the Messiah 
Himself will end the exile, Isaiah 49 says 
that the nations will also play a role: 
“Behold I will lift up My hand to the nations 

… and they shall bring your sons in their 
bosom, and your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders” (verse 22). It is a 
misunderstanding to think that the 
nations hasten the coming of the 
Messiah in this way. That is not even 
necessary; it is exactly because His 
coming is so near that the exile will come 
to an end. But in His love, Jesus does not 
allow us to simply be observers. He calls 
us up as auxiliary forces, God even tells 
us, “Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the end of the earth” (Isaiah 
43:6).

>> Jerusalem
The return of Israel is closely connected 
with the return of God to Jerusalem. The 
image of the future is this: God lives in 
Zion, His Anointed One reigns on the 
throne of David, around Him are the 
children of Israel, created by God Himself 
to praise Him, and around them the 
nations worshipping God. May He use us 
now in preparation.

Bring My Sons From Afar
By Rev. Henk Poot, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Back to Israel from Ukraine 
For over twenty years Christians for Israel has 

assisted Jews from the former Soviet Union, 

particularly from Ukraine, to return to Israel. 

Our field worker Koen Carlier works with a 

dedicated team who do this work with much 

dedication and love. 

8 MINI-BUSES
2 CARS

13 FIELD WORKERS

EACH VEHICLE 
TRAVELS AN 
AVERAGE OF 

8000KM
PER MONTH

ARE ON CALL
NIGHT AND DAY

COUNTLESS 
HOLES IN THE 
ROADS

PEOPLE HELPED MONTHLY WITH
TRANSPORTATION TO THE CONSULATE,
EMBASSY AND AIRPORTS

A group of Ukrainian Jews taken to the Airport in Kiev,
ready to leave for Israel

Elderly Holocaust survivor Boris Isaakovich leaving 
his house in Ukraine to make Aliyah

Aliyah in images and numbers

Koen and Igor, a faithful driver, with luggage that 
needs to get to Israel

Holocaust survivor Boris Isaakovich, 83 years old, who
made Aliyah in February 2017, shares his story

Saying goodbye to family staying behind is not easy
at all. Ths girl just said goodbye to her Grandmother

Celebrate Israel 70 Years



Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavorim),

Welcome to this special edition of 
Israel and Christians Today for April 
and May 2018—which celebrates 
Israel’s upcoming 70 Year Anniversary.

There is much excitement building as 
Israel prepares to celebrate 70 years 
since her rebirth on May 14, 1948.

The number ‘70’ is a very significant 
number in the Bible. Many are wondering 
if something special will happen.

This edition is packed with inspiring and 
interesting articles from our wonderful 
contributing commentators, teachers 
and authors, many which highlight 
Israel’s anniversary.

Much as happened since the previous 
edition with my busy work schedule 
for United Christian broadcasters 
Australia, Asia Pacific—establishing 
Christian radio and media in the islands 
and Asian countries. In February I also 

managed to attend the Christians for 
Israel Global executive council meeting 
in Amsterdam. 

XII Theses Summit
With most of the C4I leadership we 
were engaged in a very strategic 
planning session on the future growth 
and expansion of the movement; 
now in every region of the World. We 
also attended the XII Theses Summit 
to discuss and learn about these 
significant statements of belief. We 
feel called to share them with the 
Churches and seminary schools as they 
are foundational for these Biblical times 
before the return of Messiah.

You will see the first of these Twelve 
Theses unpacked by one of our resident 
theologians in every edition over the 
next couple of years—showing how 
they apply to what we believe and how 
we should respond in the knowledge 
of these foundational truths—truths 
that have always been in the Bible, but 
perhaps forgotten or confused through 
different church traditions concerning 
Israel and the Church in these last days.

Pacific Island speaking  
and teaching tour
Christians for Israel Oceania launched 
a special Pacific Island speaking and 
teaching tour with our International 

President Rev Willem Glashouwer and 
the New Zealand leadership. These 
events were held in Fiji, the Cook Islands 
and New Zealand (unfortunately plans 
for Tonga were post-poned due to the 
cyclone that caused a lot of local damage 
and a state of emergency). You will 
see a report from Bryce Turner and the 
New Zealand office in the International 
section. A special report from our recently 
established Christians for Israel Solomon 
Islands representative will be included in 
our next edition.

2018 Holy Land Tour – Seats 
of Second Bus Filling Fast!
Our advertised Vision Christian Tour to 
Israel, Jordan and the Greek Islands for 
this September is looking to be very 
popular, with the first coach full. So now 
we are taking bookings for a second 
coach. Please see the details of this 
deluxe tour on page 3.

Thanks to everyone who 
gave generously to the 
winter emergency food 
parcel appeal.
We were thrilled to send significant 
funds to feed the poor in the freezing 
conditions of the Ukraine. We also had 
many wonderful donations for Aliyah 
to help bring Jews home to Israel—
fulfilling Bible prophecy as the Lord calls 
the gentiles to bring His daughters and 
sons back home.

As we continue to celebrate this year’s 
70th anniversary of the miracle of 

the regathering and reconstitution of 
Israel—just as the Lord said He would— 
I am putting out a bold request, 
especially for those who have never 
made a gift or who have not given 
for some time, to please prayerfully 
consider sending a love gift of $70. 
Your gift will help keep printing and 
posting this newspaper out to all who 
want to receive it. The paper is gladly 
sent free of charge but it does come at 
a considerable cost. 

Or perhaps you might wish to send a 
$70 gift for our Hineni Soup Kitchen 
and Holocaust support. Your donation 
will feed, clothe and comfort many 
poor Holocaust survivors now living 
in Israel. Please see page 12 at the 
back of this paper for details or visit  
www.c4israel.com.au/donate to make 
a secure online donation.

Please Continue to Pray for 
Israel and C4I
We are living in very exciting but often 
turbulent times. Israel and Jerusalem 
always seem to be under one threat or 
another, so please continue to pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem according to 
Psalm 122:6 until the Prince of Peace, 
Yeshua the Messiah comes.

Thank you for your patience and prayers 
for our small dedicated team of volunteers 
who now come in each Monday—as they 
catch up on the back-log of mail—and 
for the generous support you entrust 
through us to demonstrate the Lord’s 
love for His people.

A Time to Celebrate!

Ian Worby & Rev Willem Glashouwer at XII Theses Summit

April 2018Report From Our National Leader

Comforts

Informs

Inspires

Photo: Rev. Willem Glashouwer praying over the C4I Cook Islands leaders; Bob and George at the launch, 
also standing alongside with them the two C4I New Zealand leaders.

by Ian Worby – National Leader and Regional Director for Oceania 

WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST WHERE CHRISTIANS, 

MUSLIMS AND JEWS ARE FREE TO BE?
Stand up for Israel.

The only true democracy in the Middle East.

Join Friends of Israel WA and help us defend  
Israel’s right to live in peace and security,  
free from terror and non-stop media bias.

To join Friends of Israel WA or to just learn the truth, 
visit www.foiwa.org.au or write to PO Box 333, Dianella WA 6059.
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While there was tremendous interest 
in the 100th Anniversary of the Charge 
of Beersheba last year, the success of 
that event only led to the liberation 
of the southern part of the Holy Land 
up to Jerusalem. The task was not 
yet completed. As Malcolm Turnbull 
said at the commemoration service 
at Beersheba, “Had the Ottoman 
rule in Palestine and Syria not been 
overthrown by the Australians and 
the New Zealanders, the Balfour 
Declaration would have been empty 
words.” Three quarters of Palestine and 
all of Syria were still under the Ottomans 
at the end of 1917. There was a muddy, 
cold winter and hot, dry summer to 
endure and many more battles to fight 
before the Balfour Declaration could be 
implemented.

The Turkish defence line had been re-
established north of Jaffa from the 
Mediterranean Sea right across to 
the Jordan River and was held by the 
Turkish 7th and 8th armies. Over the 
Jordan River was the 4th army. Two 
attempts to capture land in today’s 
Jordan in March and April of 1918 were 
unsuccessful physically although General 
Allenby felt strategically that it kept the 
focus on the eastern side while he was 
concocting his plan to attack on the 
western flank. For the same reason, he 
insisted that a presence be kept in the 
Jordan Valley over summer, which even 
the locals called uninhabitable due to the 
relentless heat, lack of any breeze and 
swamps which bred hordes of malarial 
mosquitoes. The ANZAC troops bore 
the brunt of this decision, with many 
considering this the worst torture of the 
whole war. Furthermore, the troops were 
seemingly mindlessly marched down the 
road to Jericho by day, and transported 
back up the hill in lorries by night to 
simulate an entire corps preparing for 
war on the eastern border before the 
final breakthrough.

On September 19th the Allied troops 
made their move by air strikes on 
communication centres and bombing 
and artillery attacks of trenches near 
the coast, followed by infantry forcing 
a breach in the defence line through 
which the mounted troops galloped. 
These headed up the coastal plain and 
over the Carmel range to encircle the 
two armies in the mountains of Israel 
and take the towns of Nazareth, Afula 
and Beit Shean. Some of the 5th Cavalry 
branched off to Haifa and Akko. After 34 
hours in the saddle with no sleep, most 
of northern Israel was captured, and 
with the coordinated work of infantry, 
air force and mounted troops, two 
Turkish armies had been largely put out 
of action. The Chaytor Force went into 
action in the east to capture Amman, 
which they successfully did before 
moving north towards Damascus. 

On September 25th, 1918, the 4th 
Light Horse brigade was sent to capture 
the railway station at Semakh at the 
foot of the Sea of Galilee. Included in 
this was the Queensland ‘Black Watch’ 
which was now part of the 11th Light 
Horse regiment, which included 26 
aboriginal soldiers, who had now been 

allowed to join the army. One of the 
scouts that went ahead to check out the 
situation was Frank Fisher, the great-
grandfather of Olympic sprinter Cathy 
Freeman. Brigadier Grant commanded 
a moonlight charge 
of the heavily-fortified 
station and the fiercest 
fight of this part of the 
campaign erupted, 
which was eventually 
won by the Allies after 
the machine guns 
silenced the gunfire 
from the station 
windows and the 
ANZACs were able to 
break in and engage in 
hand-to-hand combat 
through each room of 
that station fortress. 
The now-restored 
station is a tribute to 
their legacy. Following 
that, Damascus 
surrendered on 
October 1 and the rest of Syria and 
Lebanon fell in the ensuing days through 
the remainder of October. 

In six weeks of exhausting warfare, 
the Allied troops had captured 75,000 
Turkish and German prisoners, defeated 
three Turkish armies, ended the 
Ottoman rule and liberated what later 
became the nations of Syria, Lebanon, 
Jordan and Israel. Australian General 
Harry Chauvel commanded 34,000 
mounted troops in this campaign – 
possibly the largest mounted corps ever 
under one commander and they had 
travelled 560 km from Jaffa to Aleppo 
on horseback. In addition, plagues of 
sickness were ravaging the troops. New 
Zealand General Edward Chaytor led the 
troops in Eastern Palestine. These men 

who carried out Allenby’s brilliant and 
ambitious plan should be honoured, this 
part of the campaign commemorated 
and all the troopers remembered who 
fought so gallantly to bring the victory 

to end the war in the 
Middle East.

While Beersheba 
was a mighty victory 
against one city and 
its precious wells, this 
‘Megiddo sweep’ was 
across a 100 km front 
in Israel plus another 
60 km to Amman and 
required immense 
coordination of troops 
from Great Britain, 
India, France, West 
India, Hong Kong and 
Singapore, Australia 
and New Zealand and 
the Jewish Legion 
– the first fighting 
force in the modern 
era to defend their 

ancient territory. The Arab tribes under 
Lawrence and Faisal were also playing 
their part. The final breakthrough did 
not occur until the aboriginals took 
their place and also the Jews and 
the commonwealth nations were all 
assembled and working together for a 
common goal. Is this prophetic?

Beersheba is the city of the patriarchs, 
the wells of Abraham (well of the seven 
or well of the oath – sheva having the 
same Hebrew root as the cutting of 
a covenant), and the city of the first 
successful covenant between Jew and 
Gentile. The ‘great race’ final thrust 
that completed the task is strangely 
called the ‘Megiddo sweep’. Megiddo 
was not even a city at the time, but was 
only known for the pass through which 

the 4th cavalry passed over the Carmel 
range. It has a long past history, guarding 
the north-south trade route and has a 
commanding view over the Jezreel Valley, 
which was rather swampy in WW1. It is a 
synonym for the battles between world 
powers that have clashed in this area 
throughout history and is mentioned in 
Revelation 16 as the gathering place of 
the kings of the earth in the final battle of 
the ages (Armageddon = Har Megiddo 
in Hebrew). 

Semakh (צמח - Tsemakh) comes from 
the Hebrew root meaning bud, to 
spring forth or grow. However, it is used 
five time in the Hebrew text to mean 
‘Branch’ referring to the Messiah as 
the righteous Branch who will reign in 
justice and righteousness – the Lord our 
Righteousness (Is 4:2, Jer 23:5, 33:15, 
Zech 3:8, 6:12). While Beersheba looks 
to the past and the faithfulness of God’s 
covenant, Semakh looks to the future 
of the Messianic kingdom. It is located 
very close to where Jesus walked, sailed 
and taught on the Lake Kinneret, the 
Sea of Galilee and where he called his 
first disciples to follow him. With the 
capture of Semakh, the whole of Galilee 
was now liberated and prepared for the 
return of the Jewish people and the 
rebirth of Israel. The Balfour Declaration 
could now be enacted.

The ANZAC Light Horsemen finished 
the task appointed to them though 
it cost many their lives and took a 
tremendous effort physically, mentally 
and emotionally. They fought on until 
the job was complete. We cannot 
afford to stop at Beersheba and revel 
in the glory of one great dash. There is 
much more work to do be done. God’s 
promise in Scripture is: 

“I will take you out of the nations; 
I will gather you... and bring you back 
into your own land. I will sprinkle clean 
water on you, and you will be clean... I 
will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you... I will put my Spirit in you 
and move you to follow my decrees...
you will be my people, and I will be  
your God.” Ezekiel 36:24-27

This prophecy, and others like it, talk 
not only of a physical return but also 
a spiritual return of the people to their 
God. Christians who have a heart for 
Israel need to love the people enough 
to desire their spiritual return as well as 
their physical return and invest prayer 
time, effort and finance to see this 
aspect of the prophecies also come 
to pass. This is our anointing and our 
calling as Anzac nations. May we not fall 
short of completing the task God has 
set before us.

___________________________________

Jill Curry is the coordinator of the 
Jewish Prayer Focus ministry (www.
jewishprayerfocus.org) and the author of 
The Anzac Call (www.theanzaccall.com.
au). She will be leading a Prayer Tour to 
Israel from Sept 17- Oct 4, retracing the 
physical routes of the Anzacs and visiting 
pastors and ministry leaders to pray for 
the spiritual breakthrough in the Land.  
For tour costs + details please contact Jill on 
03 9090 7575 or 0431 403 843 or email 
watchmen777@optusnet.com.au. 

...We cannot 
afford to... 
revel in the 
glory of one 
great dash. 

There is 
much more 
work to do 

be done. 

Photo: Looking from the Mount of Olives. From left to right are: Sir Edmund Allenby the Bishop of 
Jerusalem, Lieutenant Colonel Murray, Military Secretary to His Royal Highness the Duke of Connaught, Major 
General J S M Shea, Sir E S Bulfin, General Sir Harry Chauvel and Sir Philip Chetwode. Sir Philip is describing 
the battle which ended in the capture of Jericho. (Australian War Memorial)

by Jill Curry

Beyond Beersheba:  
Completing the Task



14 Unforgettable days in the Holy Land
This special DELUXE TOUR with your experienced hosts 
Ian and Mandy Worby will lead you through Israel and 
Jordan – the Biblical land of Jesus and the Prophets.

Featuring Israel tour guide and teacher – Stan Goodenough

PLUS, for the very first time we’ll be offering a 7 DAY 
EXTENSION TO GREECE, including a cruise stopping at 
Patmos, Ephesus and more, as we follow in the footsteps of 
the Apostle Paul!!!

20 SEP – 6 / 13 OCT 2018

For details + to express your interest  
call our expert travel agents today: 

1300 550 830

vision.org.au/tours

This tour will also commemorate 100 YEARS 
SINCE THE LAST AUSTRALIAN LIGHT HORSE 
CHARGE AT SEMAKH and the Battle of Tiberias.

14 days  in Israel and Jordan!
$8690* Per Person

*Based on a minimum of 20 passengers. Twin share. Includes return economy airfares+airport taxes, 4 star plus hotels, buffet breakfast  
& dinner each day & some lunches, site entry fees, luxury coaches & much more. Conditions apply. Price subject to change. 

Greece Extension:     4 – 13 October $3490pp*

Photo: The Odeon of Herodes Atticus in the Acropolis, Athens

Optional extension includes a 3 day luxury cruise through the Greek Islands

in association with 

3April 2018 One Busload Full, now filling second Bus - DON’T MISS OUT!!!
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by Dr Kameel Majdali

Jerusalem: Magnet for Christian Visits 
(Part One)

We are all familiar with 
the 1967 Six Day War 
in Jerusalem and what 
transpired.
Jerusalem was partitioned between 
Israel and Jordan after the 1948 War. 
Then came the Six Day War and Israel 
captured the Jordanian sector. This 
included the historic and sacred walled 
Old City and the Mount of Olives. Many 
of the Biblical sites are located in these 
places. At the end of June 1967 Israeli 
law was applied to eastern Jerusalem, 
meaning it was annexed to the Jewish 
state. Then in 1980, the Basic Law of 
Jerusalem as the eternal and indivisible 
capital of Israel was passed by the 
parliament, the Knesset.

All of this is well known.
Yet, what is overlooked is that there 
was a gradual change in an age-old 
phenomena called Christian pilgrimage 
to Jerusalem. Like a flowing river, foreign 
Christians have been coming to the holy 
city almost from the very beginning 
of the church age. After 1967, the 
demographics and numbers of pilgrims 
would change, slowly but surely.

The first bona fide known Christian 
visitor who left a record of his journey 
was Melito of Sardis in the second 
century AD. Then the Christianisation 
of the Roman Empire and of Jerusalem 
caused a spike in visits, starting in the 
4th Century AD. At that time Jerusalem 
went from being a heathen city called 
Aelia Capitolina to a Christian holy 
city. Famous pilgrims of that period 
included Egeria and the anonymous 
pilgrim of Bordeaux.

Throughout the later centuries the ‘river 
of Christian pilgrimage’ continued to 
flow, regardless of who was in charge 
at the time and despite the risks. Since 
the fall of the second temple in AD 70, 
Jerusalem has been occupied by the 
Romans, Byzantines, Persians, Arabs, 
Fatimids (Egypt), Seljuk Turks, Christian 
Crusaders, Ayyubids, Mamluks 
(Egypt), Ottomans (Turkey), British, 
and Jordanians. Since Israel took firm 
control of Jerusalem, what happened 
to the ‘river?’ This series will address 
that question.

Long before the advent of modern 
international ‘mass tourism,’ religious 
pilgrimage has been one of the prime 
motives for travel. This is especially 
true of the Middle East and the Bible 
lands, which are at the historic centre 
of monotheism. 

By international standards, tourist 
arrivals to Israel are still modest, for 
example, 2.9 million arrivals in 2016, 
contrasted with 8.3 million in ‘far-away 
Australia,’ 30.3 million to Turkey, and a 
whopping 82.6 million to France (the 
USA had 75.6 million arrivals). Yet, there 
is evidence that numbers will continue 
to grow for Israel and the neighbouring 
countries, in part because of the thriving 
tourist industry working in tandem with 
a growing global spiritual awakening. 

Some issues we want to 
explore is in this series of 
articles include: 
• How have Christian visits to Jerusalem 

changed since the 1967 war? 

• What do we mean by ‘pilgrim’ and 
‘pilgrimage,’ especially contrasting it 
with ‘tourism?’ 

• And are Christian visitors to Jerusalem 
and Israel ‘pilgrims’ or ‘tourists’  
or both?

Why Do Christians Visit 
Jerusalem?
Christians have been interested in 
visiting Jerusalem since the First Century 
AD. This is somewhat remarkable 
considering the apparent trend towards 
‘de-territorialisation’ found in the New 
Testament and patristic writings. In the 
Old Testament, the men of Israel were 
commanded to appear before the LORD 
three times a year for the pilgrimage 
feasts of Passover (Feast of Unleavened 
Bread), Pentecost (Feast of Weeks), and 
Tabernacles (Deuteronomy 16:16).

Yet, Jesus Christ in the New 
Testament says:

“...the hour cometh, when ye shall 
neither in this mountain, nor yet at 
Jerusalem, worship the  Father. . .God 
is a Spirit: and they that worship Him 
must worship Him in spirit and in truth.” 
- John 4:21,24 KJV

In other words, Now, the Lord says it 
does not matter where you worship 
God, only how. 

Unlike Old Testament Judaism or 
Islam, there are no divine or apostolic 
commands that Christians must visit 
Jerusalem or holy sites. Like the 
patriarchs, Christians look for another 

city, a heavenly one (Hebrews 11:16). 
The earthly Jerusalem is in bondage 
to her children but the heavenly 
Jerusalem is free and mother of us all  
(Galatians 4 :25-26). Historically Christian 
rule over Jerusalem constituted less 
than 17% of the city’s history since the 
time of Christ two thousand years ago.

Despite these factors, many Christians 
are interested in visiting Jerusalem and 
the Holy Land (of all Christians who visit 
Israel, especially on a first visit, 99% 
will visit Jerusalem?) Why do a growing 
number of modern Christians travel to 
the Middle East - considered a war zone 
- and visit the city many consider the 
heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict? 

Theology provides the most important 
reason. Jerusalem is the stage for 
redemption in Christ, where His suffering 
and death took place (Luke 18:31-33). 
The major events of Christ’s passion 

occurred here. Biblical eschatology 
plays a significant role in the attitude 
of many Christians toward Jerusalem. 
There are great similarities between 
classic Jewish eschatology and Christian 
eschatology, except that the Christian 
sees the coming of the Messiah as 
the Second Coming of Christ, with 
Jerusalem as the ultimate destination. 
For Christians the Holy City serves as the 
setting for the foundational events of 
the faith and the intersection of heaven 
and earth, temporal and eternal, carnal 
and spiritual. 

Add to this the fact that there is 2,000 
year old historical association between 
the Church and the Holy City. This is 
not to suggest that every Christian has 
a burning passion to visit Jerusalem, 
but the many who do visit come 
from a variety of denominational and 
theological perspectives. 

To be continued.
___________________________________

Dr Kameel Majdali 
is Director of Teach 
All Nations (tan.org.
au), an international 
Bible teacher, and 
has led 35 holy 
land tours. His PhD 
from Melbourne 
University was about 
this very topic. He 

has written 11 books, including: Melbourne 
to Jerusalem: A Pilgrim’s Progress in the 
21st Century.

His 4th annual Australia-Wide ‘Understanding 
the Times’ Tour with Vision Christian Radio 
is from 19 August to 29 October 2018.  
See vision.org.au for more details

Sukkot March, 2011. Annual March in Jerusalem. Photo by: Avital Pinnick, Flickr.com. Used with permission under the CCPL

...there is 
evidence 
numbers 

will continue 
to grow 

for Israel... 
because of 

the... growing 
global spiritual 

awakening.
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by Enoch Lavender

Born in A Day – Israel’s 70th 
Anniversary

Isaiah 66:8 records the 
famous question ‘can a 
nation be born in a day?’ 
2’700 years later the 
question was answered. 
Despite insurmountable odds, Israel—
armed with help from above and the 
heroic courage of its men and women—
was born in a day on May 14, 1948. 

In this article we are going to look 
at three unique heroes of Israel’s 
miraculous modern-day re-birth. 

Golda Meir – An Amazing 
Fundraiser
Golda Meir is famous for becoming 
Israel’s first female Prime Minister in 
1969. However, many are unaware of 
the pivotal role she played in 1948. 

Israel desperately needed modern 
weapons if it’s rag-tag band of Jewish 
fighters were to stand a chance against 
the impending onslaught by five 
modern Arab armies. 

However, their main funding source— 
the US Jewish community—was already 
stretched to the limit with various 
local projects such 
as schools and other 
Jewish institutions. 
They were growing 
tired of the incessant 
appeals for help from 
the Jews of Palestine, 
and it was estimated 
that they would only 
be able to raise $5 
million for Israel—
just a fraction of the 
amount needed. 

Zionist leader Golda 
Meir immediately 
volunteered to go to 
America. Two days 
later she was on her 
way having had no 
time to bring any 
more baggage than her handbag! 
Armed with $10 in her pocket, the 
determined Golda set out in search for 
the missing millions. 

Coinciding with her arrival in Chicago 
was a meeting of the leaders of 
Jewish federations from across the US. 
However, many of these distinguished 
Jewish leaders were indifferent or even 
hostile to Golda’s Zionist ideas. 

Warned not to address this particular 
group, Golda ignored the warning and 
delivered a rousing impromptu speech to 
the gathering about the dire challenges 

facing the fledgling state. Explaining 
that the survival of Palestine’s 700’000 
Jews as well as the whole dream of a 
Jewish nation was at stake, she stressed 
the absolute immediate need for funds 
to fight. As she ended her speech, the 
hall fell eerily silent – and for a moment it 
seemed like Golda had failed miserably. 
Then the audience rose and delivered a 
resounding applause, and many began 
telephoning their bankers to take up 
immediate personal loans. By the time 
the evening was over, over $1 million 
dollars had been raised! Over the next 
few weeks, Golda succeeded in raising 
50 million dollars – which was three 
times the amount Saudi Arabia earned 
during that entire year from its vast oil 
revenues! 

As Golda triumphantly returned to 
Israel, Ben Gurion solemnly declared 
that ‘it was thanks to a Jewish woman 
that the Jewish state was born’. 

Haim Slavine - An 
Engineering Genius 
While many people are unaware of 
Golda’s contribution in 1948, even fewer 
have ever heard of Haim Slavine. 

In the wake of the end 
of World War 2, the US 
decided to close down 
parts of its armament 
industry and convert 
the valuable machinery 
to scrap metal.

Learning of this plan 
and knowing Israel’s 
desperate need for 
weapons, Haim set off 
for New York. He found 
technical magazines 
with pictures of the 
machinery and used 
his photographic 
memory to memorise 
from these photos all 
the parts that were 
needed. He then 
assembled a team of 

scavengers to scour through junkyards 
all over the country looking for the 
required pieces. 

The pieces were sent one-by-one to 
New York where Haim succeeded in 
putting them together into working 
order machinery capable of a daily 
production of 50’000 bullets as well as 
an assembly line production of machine 
guns (requiring 1500 operations!). 

The next puzzle Haim had to solve 
was how to get the machinery past the 
British blockade of Palestine. He ended 

up taking every piece of machinery apart 
again even to the very last nut and bolt 
and labelled all the pieces with a unique 
code he invented. He then scrambled 
all the pieces together and sent them 
in crates labelled ‘farm equipment’ to 
kibbutzes all over Israel. Once safely in 
Israel, Haim re-assembled the 75’000 
pieces of machinery into working order 
and could boast by the end of it that he 
had not lost one single bolt, screw or 
washer in the shipment!

It is stunning to read of Haim’s genius, 
and through this engineering feat we 
can easily see the hand of God at work 
– making a way for the Jewish nation to 
defend itself in the upcoming conflict. 

Foreign Volunteers
Over 4’500 volunteers from abroad – 
both Jews and non-Jews - joined Israel’s 
struggle in 1948. 

One such hero was the 23 
year old Esther Callingold 
from Britain. 
A nurse by profession, she was sent to 
assist the beleaguered Jews in the Old 
City of Jerusalem. As the Arabs cut off all 
supply routes and subjected the area to 
heavy bombardment, Esther was tasked 
with running messages between the 
scattered and isolated Jewish troops. 
The battle was intense, but ultimately 
Esther ended up mortally wounded in 
a poorly equipped hospital. Before her 
death, she penned this letter to her 
parents in Britain: 

“Dear Mummy and Daddy,

… We had a difficult fight. I have 
tasted hell, but it has been worthwhile 

because I am convinced that we will 
see a Jewish state…. I hope one day 
soon you will all come and enjoy the 
fruits of that for which we are fighting.

… remember me only in happiness. 

Shalom, Esther”

It is hard not to be touched by Esther’s 
story of courage and sacrifice, and we 
should remember that she was only one 
of 6’300 Israeli soldiers and civilians who 
paid the ultimate price during Israel’s 
costly War of Independence. 

Ultimately through the hard work, 
creative genius and sacrifice of so many 
heroes like these we have described, 
the nation of Israel was born ‘in one 
day’ as Isaiah predicted. It was not an 
easy birth, but let us give thanks to God 
for those who paid so much to see the 
Jewish nation restored to her rightful 
inheritance. In honouring their sacrifice, 
let us follow Esther’s admonition to go 
and visit and enjoy the God-given Land 
of Israel.
___________________________________

Enoch Lavender is a co-leader of Shalom 
Israel, organising regular teaching seminars on 
Israel and Bible Prophecy in Melbourne and 
beyond. He is based at Living Way Christian 
Network Inc. See www.shalomisrael.com.au 
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As Israel prepares to 
celebrate seventy years  
did you know: 
• Israelis, per capita, are the world’s 

biggest consumers of fruit and 
vegetables? 

• Israeli cows produce more milk per 
cow than almost any country in the 
world? 

• Cherry tomatoes were originally 
developed in Israel, 1973? 
(amazingisrael.com) 

A crossroads of ancient and modern 
civilizations Israel is captivating and 
inspiring.

When we lived in Jerusalem, we 
marveled at the ancient walls, the 
pebbled streets and the cars and camels 
sharing transport duties in the Old City. 

Every nook and cranny of the land has 
a Bible story. The Biblical feasts arrive 
at their appointed time. Every week 
we enjoyed stopping for Shabbat and 
from the rest and renewal, strength 
was restored for the energy of life. 
Now comes Independence Day (Heb. 
Yom Ha’atzma’ut) on 5th of Iyar (May 
14, 1948) According to the variations 
in the Hebrew calendar celebrations 
will begin in April (2018) with seventy 
hours of celebrations. Miri Regev, the 
Culture and Sports Minister announced, 
“70 hours of Israel festivity will bring 

citizens across the country in varied and 
joyous events.” The frenetic activity will 
be launched by the biggest fireworks 
display in the history of Israel. Then 
comes ‘Israel and the World Sing 
Together’. A ’70 km Party’ will dance 
and feast along the majestic beaches 
of Israel. Jerusalem hosts ‘Parades of 
Lights’ which will be a mouth dropping 
display. The Friday night Shabbat 
features ‘the 70th Hora” a celebration 
of dance with music written exclusively 
for this party. The opening marathon 
culminates with the ‘Soundtrack Event 
for Israeli Society.’ Artists who have 
contributed to the Israeli culture will be 
onstage for a once in a lifetime event.

This is a $30 million, three-day 
extravaganza! Say what you like, Israel 
knows how to party! 

The US Embassy will move from Tel 
Aviv to Jerusalem, May 19. Israeli Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu visited 
Washington in March. He was enthused 
by the decision by US President Trump. 
Netanyahu said, in the annals of Jewish 
history he (Trump) will be remembered 
along with those such as Persia King 
Cyrus the Great, Lord Balfour from the 
Balfour declaration and US President 
Harry Truman who was the first US 
President to recognize the state of Israel. 

Turkey did not approve. They reasoned 
the decision will damage the Middle 
East peace deal. The Palestinians called 
the move a ‘blatant provocation’ and 
‘an attack on the Palestinian people.’

Guatemala announced their embassy 
will move to Jerusalem two days after the 
Americans. Greece is also considering a 
move to Jerusalem. Others will follow. 
All this will make the 70th anniversary, 
very memorable and historic.

Israeli journalist Caroline Glick said: 

“Why do I live in Israel? Because 
Israel lives in me, as it lives in all Jews. 
It is who we are. And those of us lucky 
enough to recognize this truth and 
embrace it in all its fullness and depth 
are the luckiest Jews in the world.” 

The excitement is not without reason. 
Remember this? 

“Then he said to me, ‘Son of man, 
these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are 
dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
indeed cut off.’ Therefore prophesy, and 
say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: 
Behold, I will open your graves and raise 
you from your graves, O my people. And 
I will bring you into the land of Israel. 
And you shall know that I am the LORD, 
when I open your graves, and raise you 
from your graves, O my people. And I 
will put my Spirit within you, and you 
shall live, and I will place you in your 
own land. Then you shall know that I am 
the LORD; I have spoken, and I will do it, 
declares the LORD.” - Ezekiel 37: 11,12

Appropriately the Bible Quiz for 
Jewish youth is scheduled during these 
festivities. It is an annual event.

The 70th anniversary refers to Israel of 
the modern era but the heritage is much 
richer. Pulitzer prize winner Charles 
Krauthammer wrote: 

“Israel is the very embodiment of 
Jewish continuity: It is the only nation 
on earth that inhabits the same land, 
bears the same name, speaks the same 
language, and worships the same 
God that it did 3,000 years ago. You 
dig the soil and you find pottery from 
Davidic times, coins from Bar Kokhba, 
and 2,000-year-old scrolls written in a 
script remarkably like the one that today 
advertises ice cream at the corner candy 
store.” (Charles Krauthammer, The 
Weekly Standard, May 11, 1998)

Polish born David Ben-Gurion, moved to 
‘Palestine’ in 1906. On 5 Iyar 5708 (14th 
May, 1948) he proclaimed the creation 
of the State of Israel. Significantly he 
said: “In order to be a realist, you must 
believe in miracles.” He was premier 
and defense minister, 1948-53

Ben-Gurion founded Mossad, whose 
name in English means, ‘Central Institute 
for Intelligence and Special Operations’, 
and the Israel Defence Forces. 
Nevertheless the pioneering premier 
said, “The State of Israel will prove itself 
not by material wealth, not by military 
might or technical achievement, but by 
its moral character and human values.”

Ben Gurion declared, “I am not 
religious, nor were the majority of the 
early builders of Israel believers. Yet 
their passion for this land stemmed 
from the Book of Books. The Bible 
is the single most important book 
in my life.” So it has been for Israel 
through all these seventy tumultuous, 
triumphant years. 

In 1948 resistance to the fledgling 
State was swift and potentially lethal. 
Within days of signing the Declaration 
of Independence, distant gunfire 
became armies from Egypt, Syria, 
Jordan, Lebanon and Iraq. The War of 
Independence ended in 1949. Israel 
gained territory formerly granted to 
Palestinian Arabs under the United 
Nations resolution in 1947.

“The first decade of the State of 
Israel was dominated by the values 
of ‘togetherness’. Those were the 
years of collective being, of absorbing 
immigrants and settling the land, of 
making the desert flourish and of 
building the Israel Defence Forces 
(IDF). We were friends and brothers-in-
arms, we settled for less and remained 
humble. That was a time when individual 
hardships were suppressed in favor of 
the overall feeling of being under siege 
and the constant need for individual 
sacrifice,” wrote Nissim Mishal.  
(Israel 60, Nishim Mishal, Gefen 
Publishing House)

From the beginning Israel had to 
aggressively defend the right to exist. 
Prolific author Joel C. Rosenberg wrote: 

“In the first three decades of the 
new Jewish state’s existence, total 
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Israeli agricultural exports increased a 
whopping 4,000 per cent. What’s more, 
a remarkable 40 percent of Israel’s 
vegetables and field crops were grown 
in sparsely populated desert regions, 
and by the year 2000 some 90 percent 
of Israeli melon exports were coming 
from the desert regions known as the 
Arava.” (Epicenter, Joel C. Rosenberg, 
Tyndale House Publishers, Carol Stream, 
Illinois)

Through the years Israelis had to adapt. 

“The fifties were the years of the mass 
immigration of Jews from Arab lands: 
from Morocco, from the Yemen, from 
Iraq; and of tens of thousands of Jews 
from some 70 countries worldwide, all of 
whom had brought with them their own 
language, national heritage and cultural 
baggage. The sixties were, above all, 
marked by the military victory in the Six-
Day War of 1967, when a whole new 
national mythos and sense of euphoria 
engulfed not only the Jewish population 
of Israel, but indeed the entire Jewish 
Diaspora - only to be shattered to a 
large extent by the Yom Kippur War of 
1973 and its aftermath…. The seventies 
and the eighties saw the first tentative 
bridges to peace with the Arab world, 
beginning with the historic visit to Israel 
of President Anwar al-Sadat of Egypt in 
1977.” (Asher Weill, Israeli Arts, Culture 
& Literature: Cuture in Israel, Jewish 
Virtual Library)

David Brinn wrote a piece for the 
Jerusalem Post 70th anniversary tribute 
series – 

“Through more wars than any 
country deserves, complex challenges 
of absorbing millions of immigrants from 
around the world, and continued efforts 
to question and fight for its legitimacy, 
Israel has become the most astounding 
success story of the last 70 years,”  
he wrote. (‘At 70 – Where We’ve Been, 
and Where We’re Going.’ JPost, March 
18, 2018)

All of us who ‘pray for the peace of 
Jerusalem’ have been amazed how 
our prayers are answered in the most 
practical, productive and often mountain 
moving ways. Israel‘s success confirms 
the divine promises. 

“I will plant Israel in their own land, 
never again to be uprooted, from the 
land I have given them, says the Lord 
your God.” - Amos 9:15

The Israel Hall of Fame (1948-2018) 
reads like an extension of Hebrews 
Chapter 11. A major contributor was 
Eliazer Ben Yehuda who revived Hebrew 
as a language. He died in 1922 but his 
contribution was the key to the rich 
culture of Israel. 

The list of heroes is impressive. Benjamin 
Theodore Herzl, Albert Einstein, 
Menahem Begin, Moshe Dayan, 
Nathan Sharansky, Shimon Peres, Teddy 
Kollek, Ariel Sharon, Golda Meir, Yoni 
Netanyahu and his brother Benjamin 
‘Bibi’ Netanyahu. Truly giants and there 
are so many more.

The enemies of Israel were violent and 
aggressive. Adolph Hitler was elected 
Chancellor of Germany, January 30, 
1933. He was Haman in the modern 
history of Israel. Max I. Dimont wrote: 

“From that first day in power to that 
April day in 1945 when, with Berlin 
ablaze, Hitler shot himself through the 
mouth, the Germans exterminated with 
systemized murder 12 million men, 
women and children, in concentration 
camps, by firing squads, and in gas 
chambers. Of these 12 million victims, 

7 million were Christians, and 5 million 
were Jews – 1.4 Christians for every 
Jew! But because the Nazis shouted 
‘Kill the Jews!’, the world blinded itself 
to the murder of Christians. The irony 
is that, in spite of all the murder and 
the bloodshed, it did not impede the 
march of Jewish history. The Third Reich, 
which Hitler boasted would endure for a 
thousand years, perished after twelve.” 
(Jews, God and History, Max I. Dimont, 
A Mentor Book)

During the 1948 Arab-Israel war, 
university student Yasser Arafat 
sought to enlist. He joined the Muslim 
Brotherhood and served as president 
of the Union of Palestinian Students 
(1952-56). The Palestinian Liberation 
Organization (PLO) was created in 1964. 
Arafat gradually gained control and 
for ten years initiated massive terror 
campaigns against Israel.

Mahmoud Ahmadinejad served as 
Iranian political leader, 2005-13. He 
frequently threatened to ‘wipe Israel off 
the map.’

After the 1972 Munich Olympic Games, 
the Australian Olympic Committee 
reported: 

“The Munich 1972 
Olympics, for all its 
sporting magnificence, 
will always be 
remembered for 
the blackest day in 
Olympic history: the 
deaths of 17 people, 
including 11 Israeli 
athletes and officials, 
after a kidnapping 
and hostage crisis in 
the Olympic Village. 
Palestinian guerrillas 
had stormed the Israeli 
team headquarters on 
September 5. They killed two Israelis 
and took another nine hostage. Later, 
as they tried to make good their escape 
at the airport, a botched rescue attempt 
resulted in the deaths of five terrorists, 
a policeman and the nine Israelis. The 
Games were suspended for 34 hours, 
but IOC President Avery Brundage, 
determined not to let terrorism destroy 
the peaceful spirit of the Olympics, 
declared ‘The Games must go on.’ While 
competition recommenced, the Games 
had been forever dealt an evil blow.”

Even now as Israel prepares to rejoice 
others seethe with anger. The Israeli 
daily Yedioth Ahronot report Hamas 
has thousands of ‘Palestinians’, ready 
to cross the border to inflict pain and 
horror. The number includes the elderly, 
women and children as the raids intend 
to provoke media propaganda. Israel is 
taking the situation very seriously.

An Istanbul-based newspaper, affiliated 
with Turkish President Recep Tayyep 
Erdogan, spoke of an ‘Army of Islam’ to 
fight Israel. The proposed force would 
be drawn from the 57 member states 
of the OIC (the Organization of Islamic 
Cooperation), and seek to defeat Israel 
‘within 10 days.’

While each threat is treated with typical 
Israeli efficiency, the hostile climate 
is not new as shown in Ezekiel 37 and 
many others scriptures. 

Evil hounds Israel but the trials and tests 
have produced a stubborn destiny of 
survival. Former British Prime Minister 
Winston Churchill summed up their 
curious, unique identity:

“Some people like the Jews and 
some do not. But no thoughtful man 

can deny the fact that they are, beyond 
any question, the most formidable and 
the most remarkable race which has 
appeared in the world.”

It must be very difficult for atheists 
to explain the tenacity and triumph 
enjoyed by Israel and the Jewish people. 
The Bible proclaims their amazing story. 
“I will save you from the hands of the 
wicked and redeem you from the grasp 
of the cruel.” (Jeremiah 15:21) 

The world will celebrate with Israel to 
acknowledge their disproportionate 
contributions made to the international 
lifestyle.

In a prolific gallery of items and 
contributions are Google, Polio Vaccine, 
Pacemaker and Defibrillator, and Lasers 
(Just four in a very impressive list)

Google. Jewish friends Larry Page and 
Sergey Brin launched Google while 
they were still at Stanford University. 

Polio Vaccine. Polio was once the 
most dreaded disease of the 20th 
century. Jonas Salk, the Jewish 
medical researcher developed the first 
successful inactive polio vaccine.

Pacemaker and 
Defribrillator. 
Countless lives have 
been saved with this 
innovation. Paul Zoll, 
a Jewish American 
cardiologist was 
one of the pioneers 
in developing the 
precious asset.

Lasers. From weapons 
to entertainment, 
lasers have impacted 
our lives. It was Jewish 
American physicist 
Theodore Maiman 
who fired the first 

working laser May 16, 1960.

Israel has produced a disproportionate 
number of Nobel laureates in literature, 
chemistry, medicine, physics, peace and 
economics. As a result, a formidable list 
of contributions, bless the quality of life 
worldwide.

The worlds of music and movies owe 
much to generous Jewish contributions. 
This list is far too long to publish.

Aliyah
Aliyah is the word used to describe the 
return of Jews to Eretz Israel. Aliyah or 
‘going up’ describes the Jews returning 
to Israel from the nations of the world. 
‘Making aliyah’ is basic to the Jewish 
heart. Aliyah is mentioned 19 times in 
the Bible. The prophet Jeremiah was 
very specific: 

“Hear the word of the LORD, O 
nations, and declare it in the isles afar 
off, and say, “He who scattered Israel will 
gather him, and keep him as a shepherd 
does his flock.’“ - Jeremiah 31: 10

Isaiah also: “Fear not, for I am with 
you; I will bring your descendants from 
the east, And gather you from the west; 
I will say to the north, “Give them up!” 
And to the south, “Do not keep them 
back” Bring My sons from afar, And My 
daughters from the ends of the earth.”  
- Isaiah 45: 5,6

The World Zion Organization (WZO) 
reports 2,910,574 made aliyah from 
1948 to 2016. Most came from the 
former Soviet Union but there are 
significant numbers from Africa, Western 
and Eastern Europe, Ethiopia France, 
Argentina and Great Britain.

Israel today is proudly multi-cultural. 
The nation is enriched by the diverse 
cultural individuality and the parallel 
all-embracing Israel identity. The 
official languages of Israel are Hebrew 
and Arabic.

Out of the trauma of events like the 
holocaust, Munich and other horrific 
tragedies, Israel will proclaim a song of 
David.

“You turned my mourning into 
dancing! You removed my sackcloth and 
clothed me with joy.” - Psalm 31:12

“Our mouths were full of laughter, 
and our tongues shouted for joy. Among 
the nations it was said, “ADONAI has 
done great things for them!” ADONAI 
did do great things with us; and we are 
overjoyed. - Psalm 126: 2,3

“God spoke strongly about this 
tiny nation. “For the LORD has chosen 
Zion; he has desired it for his dwelling 
place: This is my resting place forever; 
here I will dwell, for I have desired it.” 
- Psalm 132: 12,13

Against momentous odds, the tiny 
nation, surrounded by enemies, thrived, 
despite persistent and bloody violence 
and threats. 

Chutzpah
Israel and unique chutzpah go hand in 
hand. Raphael Shore founded Jerusalem 
Online. He produced a documentary 
‘Israel Inside’ to highlight the 
cosmopolitan modernity of the society. 
He spoke about ‘chutzpah’, that bold 
confidence regularly encountered within 
Israeli or Jewish conversation:

“Israeli chutzpah is absolutely 
necessary because we’re in a world today 
that is not so loving of Israel all the time. 
We appreciate America’s friendship but 
there are a lot of countries that don’t 
have it. We need the chutzpah to know 
we’re a good people, we’re doing good 
things, we stand for good values, and 
we’re going to keep going even though 
a lot people would like to put us down.”

Asked if Israeli chutzpah can defend 
Israel and the world from a nuclear Iran, 
Shore said;

“There’s no question in my mind that 
Israel has the capability to take care of 
itself. The question is always will it be 
allowed to, and will it have the chutzpah, 
the brazenness to do so if the world is 
suggesting that it should not.”

When discussing the international 
success of Israel start-up companies 
writer Gil Kerbs summed up chutzpah;

“If an Israeli hears of a medical 
problem that nobody’s solving – he’ll go 
at it, sure he can solve it – even if he has 
zero experience in the medical world 
and little to no understanding in biology 
– that’s Israeli chutzpah.”

Just as David grabbed a sling shot 
and a few stones to face the might 
and reputation of Goliath, so Israel has 
defied the prophets of doom.

Enjoy their celebrations. Israel will be 
around for a very long time.
___________________________________

Ron Ross worked as a newsman in 
Jerusalem, broadcasting Middle East 
reports internationally. He is the Middle East 

correspondent for Vision Christian 
Radio and a popular speaker. 

www.ronross.org
ronandyvonne@mac.com

This is my 
resting place 
forever; here 
I will dwell, 
for I have 
desired it.
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US President Trump’s 
declaration recognising 
the reality of Jerusalem as 
the capital of Israel, and 
his announcement that the 
US Embassy will be moved 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem 
has created something of a 
firestorm among the nations. 
As many Bible-believing Christians 
have noted, it is a fulfilment of the first 
three verses of Zechariah chapter 12, 
and certainly not the ultimate one.  
We now know that the new US Embassy 
in Jerusalem will be opened on 14th May 
– the 70th anniversary of the rebirth of 
the Jewish nation.

Here, I would like to pose a question. 
Is this recognition of Jerusalem as 
the capital city of the State of Israel 
a violation of International Law – 
as many claim it is – or is it in tune 
with it? I hinted at this question in the 
February 2018 Australian edition of Israel 
& Christians Today (see page 8).

Before seeking to answer that question 
we need to understand that the battle for 
Jerusalem is essentially a spiritual battle. 
It is summed up prophetically in Psalm 2, 
which is a graphic description of what we 
see today. Another key pointer is found 
in Zechariah 8: 2 & 3: 

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘I am 
zealous for Zion with great zeal; with 
great fervour I am zealous for her.’ Thus 
says the LORD: ‘I will return to Zion, 
and dwell in the midst of Jerusalem. 
Jerusalem shall be called the City of 
Truth, the Mountain of the LORD of 
hosts, the Holy Mountain.’” 

Today, Jerusalem seems to be anything 
but “the City of Truth” – rather a city 
subjected to continuous lies and false 
claims. Also, “the Mountain of the 
Lord” has a group of Islamic shrines 
dominating it. Any effort to try to alter 
the status quo would probably invoke 
World War Three. As Christians, we 
need to ask ourselves a serious question:  
Is our Lord Jesus Christ going to return 
to Al Quds (Jerusalem) as the capital 
of an Islamic Palestinian state? This 
is why the stakes are so high. “Why do 
the nations rage, and the people plot a 
vain thing? …” Please read Psalm 2. “Yet 
have I set My King on My Holy hill of Zion 
…”. These are Biblical truths that ‘are set 
in stone’ and will surely and wonderfully 
come to pass.

The Lord has His way of dealing 
with intractable problems – e.g.  
Zechariah 4:6: “’Not by might nor by 
power, but by My Spirit,’ says the Lord 
of hosts.” Actually, the context of this 
very well known verse is to do with the 
rebuilding of the temple on the mountain 
of the Lord!

So let us come back to the question of 
International Law, and its relevance in 
the spiritual battle. Some years ago I 
was at a conference which the European 
Coalition for Israel was holding in San 
Remo to mark the anniversary of the 
San Remo Resolution in 1920. I had a 

revelation which I believe is from the 
Lord. 4,000 years ago, in what is known 
as the Abrahamic Covenant, the Lord 
gave the title deed of the Land of Israel 
to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, and 
their descendants, as an everlasting 
possession. At San Remo in 1920, the 
Lord did a remarkable thing, and He 
did it under the radar. He enshrined 
that title deed into International Law 
in the modern era. He did it knowing 
the spiritual battle that would ensue to 
delegitimize the Jewish State and her 
right to live in the Land the Lord gave 
them, including the city of Jerusalem. 
That right is enshrined in the preamble of 
the Mandate document, which is a treaty 
binding under International Law. As one 
key lawyer interviewed in “Whose Land?” 
Part 1 – Dr Jacques Gauthier – put it:

“If they can establish that they had 
a vibrant community in Jerusalem, or in 
Hebron, or in Shiloh, in different areas of 
the Holy Land, they have been given the 
right to reconstitute these communities 
… it becomes part of International Law.” 

And, of course, Jerusalem was the 
historic capital city of the Jewish people, 
and still is.

So, how did this non-
recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital come about? 
It goes back to the British Mandate and 
the Peel Commission of 1937, when the 
partition of western Palestine into Jewish 
and Arab states was first considered. 
Remember, eastern Palestine (77% of 
the whole) had already been designated 
to become an Arab state in 1921 – now 
the State of Jordan. Under the Peel 
Commission, Jerusalem and a corridor 
to the coast was designated as a ‘Corpus 
Separatum’ – in other words remaining 
under the control of the British with 
neither Jewish nor Arab sovereignty over 
it. The excuse given was the preservation 
of the holy sites in Jerusalem. The real 
reason was appeasement of Arab hostility 
to the ‘Jewish National Home’. Arguably, 
Jerusalem being separated out from the 
Jewish National Home was a violation of 
the terms of the Mandate. In fact the Arabs, 
as an ethnic people group, are not even 
mentioned in the Mandate for Palestine, 
and the Mandate gave them no political 
rights, but merely protection of their civil 
and religious rights. Although the Peel 
Commission was never implemented, the 
concept of Jerusalem being a ‘Corpus 
Separatum’ was carried through into the 
Partition Plan of 1947 – Resolution 181 
of the UN General Assembly on 29th 
November 1947. 

As our lawyers pointed out in “Whose 
Land?” Part 1, General Assembly 
Resolutions are not binding in terms of 
International Law. Dr Jacques Gauthier 
went on to say: “If the Jewish people and 
the Arabs had agreed to enter into a treaty 
based on the terms of the Resolution, 
then rights and obligations could have 
been created in International Law. But 
that didn’t happen.” Not only did it not 
happen, it’s very doubtful as to whether 
it would have worked if had happened, 
even though the Jewish community 

in Palestine agreed to it, including the 
concept of Corpus Separatum. Firstly, 
Jerusalem was surrounded by what was 
designated to be the Arab state. This 
would have made Jewish access to their 
ancient capital extremely difficult, if not 
impossible. Secondly, the British already 
gave notice they were relinquishing the 
stewardship of the Mandate, and the 
United Nations had failed to implement 
any mechanism for governing the 
‘internationalised’ Holy City. 

Instead, Jordan unlawfully seized the 
historic areas of Judea and Samaria as 
well as the Old City and many outlying 
areas of Jerusalem in a war of aggression. 
This resulted in the concept of ‘Corpus 
Separatum’ being ignored when it 
came to Jordan’s illegal occupation of 
Jerusalem, but upheld when it came to 
the Jewish domicile in ‘West Jerusalem’. 
When Israel exercised its sovereignty 
in 1967 over what is popularly called 
‘East Jerusalem’ it was deemed to be 
‘illegal’. So, as far as Israel is concerned, 
a double standard is being applied. This 
is demonstrated by the fact that Britain 
– along with many other nations – does 
not recognise Israeli sovereignty over  
any part of Jerusalem. This is possibly 
why the Australian government has 
refused to contemplate moving its 
embassy to Jerusalem. They believe it to 
be a breach of International Law, when 
the opposite is the case. The effect is that 

the Jewish people have been robbed of 
what is legally their historic capital city. 
As my friend Stan Goodenough has 
exhorted you, don’t give up! Continue 
the fight until the battle is won! The 
Lord’s desire is that Australia will be a 
‘sheep nation’ and not a ‘goat nation’.

I believe President Trump’s endorsement 
of Jerusalem as Israel’s capital not only 
makes the ‘burdensome stone’ heavier, 
but in reality it is a game-changer in the 
so-called Middle East peace process. 
The legal battle lines are being defined. 
The same goes for the spiritual battle 
lines behind the scenes. The bluff of the 
Palestinian leadership has been called 
and the ‘Valley of Decision’ (Joel 3:1 - 3) 
draws ever closer.

For this reason, and after seeking the 
Lord about it, we believe a whole part 
of Whose Land? needs to be devoted to 
Jerusalem. What would have been Part 
2 of Whose Land? will be split into two 
parts. Part 2 will focus on Jerusalem, and 
Two-State Solution? will now be Part 3.

I am often asked when the next part of 
Whose Land? will come out? It depends 
entirely on the timing of funding. We have 
already spent hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to get where we are with the 
release of Part 1 – entitled Foundations. 
We need hundreds of thousands more! If 
you would like to contribute, please visit 
our website www.whoseland.tv

by Hugh Kitson  –  Writer, Director and Producer of ‘Whose Land?’

Jerusalem – the Burdensome Stone 
for All Nations’

8 April 2018New Documentary Sequels in the Pipeline
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By Judy Russell

Does God Need Our Help to Carry 
Out His Sovereign Purposes?
‘This is what the Sovereign 
LORD says: “See, I will 
beckon to the Gentiles, I 
will lift up my banner to 
the peoples; they will bring 
your sons in their arms and 
carry your daughters on 
their shoulders”‘

Isaiah 49:22
___________________________________

In his very moving book ‘The Insanity of 
God: A True Story of Faith Resurrected’ 
Nik Ripken writes about his discovery 
regarding the title of my article. Nik’s 
story outlines his walk with followers of 
Christ from the hills of Kentucky to war-
torn Somalia. Faced with suffering in his 
own family, the realities of war around 
him and the systemic destruction of the 
work he felt called to do, the evil was at 
times overwhelming. How could God be 
good, when life was so dark? How could 
Christ reign victorious on a day when 
the number of martyrs included some 
of Nik’s best friends? How does faith 
survive, let alone flourish in the places of 
life that are overcome with the darkness 
of sin, despair and hopelessness?

Gradually as Nik and his wife’s pilgrimage 
through persecution progressed, he 
began to understand that God is not 
helpless without us. “Even though He 
wants our help, values our help, and 
calls for our help in changing the world, 
our all-powerful God is not helpless - 
even without us” writes Nik. 

I personally continue to be awed that 
whilst God does not 
necessarily need us 
and is certainly not 
helpless without 
us, He invites us 
to work with Him. 
Isaiah 49:22 is our 
invitation and what 
an invitation it is!! 
Why would He 
trust us with such a 
precious assignment 
as He calls Israel 
home, as He said 
He would? God is 
looking for hearts 
that completely 
belong to Him, 
willing hearts that 
humbly and sincerely carry love and 
comfort to His suffering people. He 
promises to strengthen those willing 
to carry out His purposes (2 Chronicles 
16:9a). 

When I read God’s beautiful love letter 
in Jeremiah 31, regarding His restoration 
of Israel, my heart breaks each time. I 
read, I weep and then I lift up my arms 
in praise and adoration to my Father 
God who has invited me to take part in 
His breathtaking promise to return His 
beloved people home to Israel, forever. 
Why do some of us see this so clearly 
and others do not? Beware, God’s 
enemy will do all he can to discourage us 
and persuade us against responding to 
the Father’s call. He takes many guises. 

Last month Sondra Baras, from Christian 
Friends of Israeli Communities, was our 
speaker at the monthly Forum which I 
coordinate in Sydney’s NSW Parliament 
House, hosted by Rev Hon Fred Nile 
MLC. I worked in the parliament for over 
20 years with Rev Nile and witnessed the 
Greens obstructive abhorrence for Israel 
and for Christianity. Just prior to Sondra’s 
visit a Member of the NSW Greens 
sought to have this meeting cancelled, 

endeavouring to 
raise a Motion in the 
Legislative Council 
condemning the 
function as anti-
Palestinian! It failed. 
Rev Nile said in 
response; 

“It seems the 
disdain that the 
Greens have for 
the state of Israel 
is insatiable. 
First we see the 
boycott campaigns 
pushed on a local 
council level, and 
now we witness 

parliamentary motions that effectively 
condemn an organisation that supports 
the right of Israeli communities to 
determine their own destiny in their own 
lands.” Rev Nile continued; “Instead, 
the Greens appeal to declarations of the 
UN, which is perhaps one of the least 
democratic, transparent and credible 
institutions on the planet. We appeal 
to the natural law, the right of nations 
to exist and to take whatever steps are 
necessary to protect their borders and 
citizenry.”

We of course are not daunted and will 
continue to stand beside our Jewish 
brethren in Israel, and in Australia. The 
following month  I invited the Director of 
ZAHAL Disabled Veterans Organisation 
(ZDVO) Australia, Michael Balkin, to 

speak at our Forum. Those present were 
moved by the personal stories of soldiers 
fighting to overcome so many losses in 
war, including their fellow soldiers. Many 
are left with overwhelming disabilities: 
loss of sight, limbs, mobility and 
ongoing psychological problems. Today 
in Israel there are over 50,000 disabled 
veterans and victims of terror who have 
sacrificed their bodies defending Israel 
(from 1948 to the present day). 

The community of disabled soldiers at 
ZDVO Beit Halochem (House of Warriors) 
is a strong one as they each help the 
other adjust to the complex world of 
disability. As I listened to Michael I 
was reminded that today’s IDF are the 
descendants of Joshua’s army. They are 
still fighting for the land that God gave 
them. In my upcoming tour I intend 
including a visit to the House of Warriors; 
warriors fighting to get their lives back. 
Why not visit www.zdvo.com and show 
your support? 

Would you like to join me 
in February/March 2019 to 
Poland, Ukraine and Israel?
A “Jewish Interest Tour to Krakow” will 
include a visit to Auschwitz-Birkenau. 
In addition to these solemn areas we 
shall be visiting Jewish cultural centres, 
Museums and Oskar Schindler’s factory. 
We shall drink coffee in Jewish cafes 
and eat in Jewish restaurants enjoying 
klezmer music, of all which helps to bless 
and encourage our Jewish brethren in 
these historically significant areas. 

I then intend to take a group to Ukraine 
to work with the Christians for Israel (C4I) 
team for a week. The work is becoming 
urgent in this country with their Aliyah 
work expanding and becoming 
very demanding. We shall assist the 
wonderful C4I team packing food 
parcels and then distributing them to 
impoverished Jewish folk in towns and 

villages. We will have the opportunity 

to hear the stories of many of these 

now elderly people who, as children, 

lived through horrific times during the 

holocaust in the Ukraine. We shall then 

fly to Israel for a tour of this wonderful 

land visiting many of the C4I projects. 

Thank you from Ukraine! 
Food parcel distribution. 

As I can only take 20 people to 

Ukraine at a time, please pray about 

your inclusion and then act quickly. 

For more information please contact 

Trish Cortizo at Olive Tree Travel:  

1300 550 830 or 0421 638 453.  
Email: trish@olivetreetravel.com.au 

___________________________________

Judy Russell is an advocate 

for Christians for Israel 

Australia. You can contact 

Judy at judy.russell@iinet.
net.au regarding her Study 

Tour for 2019.

Even though 
He calls for 
our help in 

changing the 
world, our all-
powerful God 

is not helpless 
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Israel is celebrating her 70th 
birthday this year. What Israel 
has achieved and in 70 years 
is nothing short of astounding. 
Incredible. MIRACULOUS!
That’s not a word I use much, but I use 
it regularly when I talk about Israel. 
As we celebrate Israel’s 70th birthday, 
remember to honour God for keeping 
His promises to His people and for 
fulfilling His Word.

Many are aware of the passage in Isaiah 
about a nation being born in day.

“Who has heard such a thing? Who 
has seen such things? Can a land be 
born in one day? Can a nation be 
brought forth all at once? As soon as 
Zion travailed, she also brought forth 
her sons.” - Isaiah 66:8

We read that and cheer loudly; “Yes, a 
land was born in one day! Yes, Israel was 
born on May 14, 1948. Praise God!” 
This is a correct response, the rebirth 
of the Sovereign State of Israel in May, 
1948 was indeed the fulfilment of Isaiah 
66:8, but I want to dig a little deeper 
to show you something even more 
astounding, even more miraculous— 
if that’s even possible.

Isaiah 66:7-8, “Before she travailed, 
she brought forth; before her pain 
came, she gave birth to a boy. Who 
has heard such a thing? Who has seen 
such things? Can a land be born in one 
day? Can a nation be brought forth all 
at once? As soon as Zion travailed, she 
also brought forth her sons.”

First, let me ask you a basic biology 
question...what is the process for a 
pregnant woman to give birth? First, her 
labour pains begin, as time progresses 
they increase in intensity and frequency 
until the baby is born and then the 
labour pains cease. That’s the natural 
progression of childbirth. 

But when you read again Isaiah 66:7, 
you read the opposite progression.

Isaiah 66:7-8, “Before she travailed, she 
brought forth; before her pain came, 
she gave birth to a boy.”

In this verse, Isaiah the Prophet is saying 
of this particular woman that BEFORE 
she experienced labour pain, she gave 
birth to her son. This is against natural 
biology… what does this even mean? 
In fact, Isaiah goes on in verse 8 to say, 
“Who has heard such 
a thing? Who has seen 
such things?” What is  
he talking about?

Everywhere the 
Jewish people have 
lived in the Diaspora, 
they’ve been targeted 
for persecution and 
harassment, and while 
their Jewishness gave 
them a unified identity, they were not 
a sovereign national nation and they 
hadn’t been since they were invaded and 
led into captivity by the Babylonians. 

After returning home, their land remained 
under successive occupying forces:

Babylon – 586 BC; 
Persian – 538 BC; 
Greek (Hellenistic) – 332 BC; 
Roman – 63 BC; 
Byzantine – 324 AD; 
Early Muslim – 638 AD; 
Crusader – 1099 AD; 
Mamluk – 1260 AD; 
Ottoman – 1517 AD; 
British Mandate – 1917; 
Israel – 1948. 

From the time of the Babylon 
occupation to the time of the British 
occupation, Israel was not a sovereign 
nation in her own right; the Jewish 

people were distinct throughout the 
world, but not a sovereign nation. They 
suffered in their own circumstances 
throughout the Diaspora, but they 
were not a sovereign nation and they 
hadn’t been for 2,500 years! 

So Isaiah used the imagery of childbirth to 
describe the birth of the nation of Israel, 
not the plight of the Jewish people, and 
if we look at the modern history of the 
State of Israel we can see that Isaiah was 
incredibly accurate. 

Under the British 
Mandate and upon 
the authority of the 
League of Nations 
and the Balfour 
Declaration, Israel, 
in the region then 
known as Palestine, 
was sanctioned to 
become once again 
the national home for 

the Jewish people. The Muslim nations 
around about objected, but nonetheless, 
Israel was ready to be born. 

After a great deal of supposed secrecy on 
the part of the Jewish leadership, on the 
day after the British removed themselves 
from Palestine, David Ben Gurion 
(Israel’s first Prime Minister) gathered 
together with other Jewish leaders, in 
Independence Hall in Tel Aviv, they wrote 
their Declaration of Independence, and 
in a one hour live broadcast, David Ben 
Gurion announced to the world that the 
State of Israel was born. Then they all 
went home. 

Jews all around the world sang, danced, 
rejoiced and cried because they had 
lived to see the day their beloved 
homeland was living once again. The 
land had been born in one day, and 
the nation had been brought forth at 
once. Jews from around the world were 
planning on returning home and to this 
day, approximately 5 million of Israel’s 

children have made Aliyah to Israel, 
they’ve returned home. 

However, the next day, five Muslim 
nations attacked Israel. Egypt, Jordan, 
Syria, Iraq and Lebanon attacked but 
eventually Israel survived. Let me list for 
you the conflicts Israel has experienced 
since she was reborn.*
• War of Independence - 1948-49
• Suez Canal Campaign – 1956
• Six Day War – 1967
• War of Attrition – 1967-70
• Operation Isotope – 1972
• Operation Spring of Youth – 1973
• Yom Kippur War – 1973
• PLO Insurgence into Lebanon: 1971-82
• Entebbe Rescue – 1976
• Operation Opera – 1981
• Lebanon War – 1982
• South Lebanon Conflict – 1985-2000
• First Intifada – 1987-93
• Second Intifada – 2000-05
• Operation Defensive Shield – 2002
• Second Lebanon War – 2006
• Operation Cast Lead – 2008-09
• Operation Pillar of Defence – 2012
• Operation Protective Edge – 2014

These conflicts don’t include random 
terror attacks, terror tunnels, home 
invasions, kidnappings, stabbings and 
car ramming attacks that are ongoing.

Reread the prophecy of Isaiah once 
again in full. The land of Israel was born 
in one day, the nation was brought 
forth at once and then labour pain 
began, then the travailing, the fighting, 
the wars began and these travails 
have been increasing in intensity and 
frequency for the past 70 years.

What is it all leading to? The return of 
Messiah. We know He’s coming because 
God always keeps His Word.

*www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/

by Mandy Worby
Can A Nation Be Born in a Day?

A Different Perspective of a Well Known Prophecy

Photo: David Ben-Gurion (First Prime Minister of Israel) publicly pronouncing the Declaration of the State of Israel, May 14 1948, Tel Aviv, Israel, beneath a large portrait of Theodor Herzl, founder of modern political Zionism, in the old 
Tel Aviv Museum of Art building on Rothshild St. The exhibit hall and the scroll, which was not yet finished, were prepared by Otte Wallish. Wikipedia.  You can visit this Mueseum and learn of it’s hotory on a Vision Chrisitan Tour—pg 3.

Who has heard 
such a thing? 
Who has seen 
such things?
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HaYovel – Serving 
Israel’s farmers
If you are looking for a way to put hands and 
feet to your love for Israel, you’ve found it!

HaYovel is a non-profit organization that 
brings Christian volunteers from all over the 
world to serve Jewish farmers in Israel.

Come to Israel with HaYovel, volunteer in the 
vineyards of Judea and Samaria, and connect 
to the place where prophecy meets reality. 
Volunteering with HaYovel is much more than 
just working the Land – an average week with 
HaYovel offers:
• Volunteering 4 days per week in the 

vineyards and olive groves 
• Touring 2 days per week in the areas of 

Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, meeting 
the local people and hearing their stories

• Experience an Israeli-style Shabbat (rest 
day) every Saturday. 

Staying on Har Bracha (the Mount of Blessing), 
nearly every evening, volunteers hear from 
influential speakers such as members of 
Knesset, rabbis, pioneers, and heroes of 
Israel’s history. By the time volunteers leave 
to go back to their homes, they are educated 
ambassadors, ready to be advocates on 
behalf of Israel and the restoration unfolding 
in the Heartland. 

The following opportunities are 
available in 2018:
Recognise Jerusalem Trip (tour)
8 May to 22 May

Summer Trip
26 June to 17 July

Harvest Trip
• 2 Weeks – 31 Jul to 14 Aug

• 3 Weeks – 15 Aug to 4 Sep

• 9 Weeks – 15 Aug to 17 Oct

• 6 Weeks – 5 Sep to 17 Oct

We welcome volunteers of all ages 
to join us for one of our many family-
friendly volunteer trips. Go to  
www.HaYovel.com for photos, videos, and 
information about how to join us. 

HaYovel actively supports and advocates 
for Israel in a multitude of ways, including 
the ‘Joshua and Caleb Report’, a film series 
dedicated to telling the stories of the people 
and places of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria.

Deon Van Baalen, HaYovel’s Advocate in 
Australia, would love to connect with you to 
tell you more about HaYovel’s work in Israel, 
or to speak at your church or congregation. 
Contact Deon at Deon@HaYovel.com or 
0487 090 882

Thursday Aug 16 

7pm New Hope Church Brisbane, 46 Kelvin Grove 
Road, Kelvin Grove.

Contact: Ps Matt Prater info@newhopebrisbane.org

Friday Aug 17 - MAROOCHYDORE

7pm, The Millwell Road Community Hall.

Saturday Aug 18

9.30 for 10am start to 3.00pm The Kimberley Park 
Centre, Cnr Chatswood & Lyndale St, Shailer Park 
Contact Peter Schuptar Ph 0412911383

Sunday Aug 19

6pm, Harvest Point Church, 25 Walker St, 
Gleneagle (near Beaudesert)

Contact Church Office 07 55431044 
or Carolyn Moxey 0407030563.

Monday Aug 20

Noon NSW Parliament, The Macquarie Room, 
Sydney. Hosted by Rev Fred Nile. 

RSVP Judy Russell Ph 0410403616  
Email judy.russell@iinet.net.au   

Tuesday Aug 21 - Private Meeting Sydney

Wednesday Aug 22 - Private Meeting Canberra

Thursday Aug 23 - TBA

7pm The Pavilion, Australian Centre for Christianity 
and Culture, 15 Blackall St, Barton/Canberra.

Contact Jane O’Neill, janeoneill@iinet.net.au 
Ph 0405237029

Friday Aug 24 - Canberra

Friday Aug 24 - Monday 27 - Tasmania

Contact Trish Cortizo trish@olivetreetravel.com.au

Monday Aug 27 - Melbourne

Tuesday Aug 28 - TBA

7pm Geelong, Venue TBA. 
Contact Colin Brown ctmbrown@bigpond.com

Wednesday Aug 29

1.30pm Sunbury Baptist, 207 Gap Road, Sunbury 
3429. Contact Lois Gallus, lggallus@icloud.com                                                    

Thursday Aug 30 - TBA

Friday Aug 31 - TBA

6pm for 6.30pm start. Frankston Baptist, 56 Yuille 
St, Frankston South. Contact Paul and Margaret 
Longfield Ph 0410456806      

Saturday Sept 1

10.30am Celebrate Messiah, Venue TBA Contact 
Lawrence Hirsch lhirsch@celebratemessiah.com.au

Sunday Sep 2 - Wednesday 5 - Perth

Wednesday Sep 5 - Darwin

Thursday Sept 6 - Darwin

Venue TBA 
Contact Ps Bruce Clow, crccpastor@gmail.com

Friday Sep 7 TBA

Saturday Sep 8

Inter-Church Breakfast Crossroads Palmerston,  
9 Moorhen Circuit, Bakewell/Darwin. 

Sunday Sep 9 - Cairns TBA

Monday Sep 10 - Cairns TBA

Tuesday Sep 11 - Mackay TBA

Wednesday Sep 12 - Mackay TBA Brisbane

Saturday May 19th 2018
Prayer For Israel-Loganholme 

along with Beit Neitser Messianic Congregation
PRESENTS

From Perth WA, Via Jerusalem
Mr Kelvin Crombie

and from Jerusalem, Israel
Mr Itsik Issan and Mrs Cookie Schwaeber- Issan

Makor HaTikvah Messianic Day School

Where:
INTENCITI CHURCH

287 PRESTON RD; WYNNUM WEST
9am to 5pm

Phone: Peter 0412 911 383
Facebook: Israel Restoration 2nd Annual Seminar

Web Page: www.israelsrestoration.wixsite.com/israel
Purchase online at out Facebook Page or webpage

Eventbrite

$50.00
LIMITED SEATING

BOOK NOW

Stan Goodenough 2018 Speaking Tour
Come hear the “Jerusalem Watchman”, a South African gentile who has lived in Jerusalem for a quarter of a century. Stan is a 
Christian journalist, writer and tour guide, he believes passionately that Australia is being offered a unique opportunity to lead the 

way in supporting Israel’s God given and legitimate right to extend sovereignty over its restored land. See his Itinerary below.

For updated itinerary details or enquires as to how you could host Stan at your church or community venue please contact the 
coordinator Joy Heylen: joyhey50@gmail.com or 0439661996. More details to come in the June-July Edition



DVD$25

This documentary from respected 
historian and author, Kelvin Crombie, 
looks at four major events in world 
history from 1517 to 1917 - all of which 
occurred on the 31st October. These 
events all share significance with each 
other—seemingly converging with 
Biblical prophecies concerning the 
restoration of Israel. It almost seems 
as if they were destined to occur on 
the same day. Was all that happened 
coincidence or divine providence? 

Don’t miss your opportunity to own your 
copy of this special, limited edition keep 
sake  — Jerusalem, 50 Years Reunited.
2017 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
reunification of Jerusalem, following the 
Six Day War of June 1967, after 19 years of 
division. Historically and politically, spiritually 
and culturally, the Holy City represents the 
heart and soul of the Jewish people. This 
limited edition, commemorative magazine, 
celebrates Jerusalem’s 50th anniversary since 
her reunification in 1967 and is beautifully 
illustrated, with in-depth articles, inspiring 
interviews, facts, time-lines and much more.

by Kelvin Crombieproduced by: Christians for Israel International
31 October – Destiny’s Date?Jerusalem: Fifty Years Reunited

Limited Edition | W
hile Stocks Last

$25

12 April 2018The Why Israel? Entire Trilogy Teaching Series - Now Available

Booklet

$5 each

Study 
Guides

Booklet

$5 each

Facilitator 
Guides

$15
Paperback

DVD

$20
Why End Times?

Paperback

$15

Why Israel?

2 DVD SET

$30

Paperback

$30

Trilogy Book Bundle SAVE  $10

4 DVD PACK

$60

Trilogy DVD Bundle
SAVE  $10

$15
Paperback

Why Jerusalem?

DVD

$20

Rev Willem J.J. Glashouwer – trusted world renowend Bible teacher and theologian – has carefully 
crafted these teaching resources to help you understand Israel’s Bibilical significance in the past, present 
and for the future according to God’s redemptive calendar.

Available on Paperback and DVD as well as accompanying study and facilitators guides,  
these resources are perfect for personal or group Bible studies. Choose from the options below  
and start your study group on ‘Why Israel?’, ‘Why Jerusalem?’ and ‘Why End Times?’ Today!

To order, see page 12 of this paper or to save even more 
on other packs see www.c4israel.com.au/store

DVD

PAPERBACK - 100 Pages

$25

Do the Jewish people have historic and legal rights?  
If so, when and where did they originate?
Politicians, clerics and school teachers living in the Gaza strip, 
the West Bank and the Old City of Jerusalem, teach their young 
people the Balfour Declaration was illegal and the whole of the 
land – now known as Israel – in fact belongs to the Palestinians. 
In the two-part documentary ‘Whose Land?’ Colonel Richard Kemp 
CBE, together with a group of historians and international lawyers, 
examines the conflicting claims of the Palestinians and the Israelis 
through the eyes of verifiable history and international law.

by Hugh Kitson
Whose Land? Part 1 – Foundations

HOT ITEM!

Rebuilding The Temple:  
Preparing for the Lord’s Return?

$20

by Enoch Lavender

NEW!

Chronicles the dramatic rise of the prophetic movement to build 
Israel’s Third Temple. 
It looks at the painstaking preparations taking place to recreate the 
Temple vessels, as well as the use of DNA technology to identify 
priests for the restored Temple service. The book also examines the 
key role of the Temple in Bible Prophecy and End Times. The ultimate 
goal of this book is to highlight how the stage is increasingly being 
set for the Lord’s Return.
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The prophets of Israel said that 
God would restore the fortunes 
of His people (Zephaniah 3:20). 
That promise is being fulfilled, 
and that in our own generation: 
the exile of the Jewish people is 
coming to an end.

Why were they exiled to begin with? It is 
not my place to answer that question. 
What I do know is that that exile has 
lasted two thousand years and during 
those same two thousand years we have 
come to know the God of Israel. Maybe 
there is a link between the two. Israel has 
lived among us, and all that time God has 
lived among us; because God goes with 
His people.

>> Dry Bones
We read that the restoration of Israel’s 
fortunes will be preceded by a time of 
bitterness and horror. Ezekiel speaks of a 
valley of dry bones (chapter 37). Some say 
this is the result of the ultimate revenge 
of ancient heathendom. Others say that it 

has everything to do with the arrogance 
of Christendom that wanted God for 
itself and would not tolerate sharing a 
place with Israel. A third group says that it 
is a satanic attempt to humiliate God’s 
name right before the coming of the 
Kingdom. Perhaps they are all right. But 
what stands out is that within the same 
chapter of Ezekiel we read about the 
gathering of all the tribes of Israel and the 
coming of the Messiah. The dry bones 
rise from the graves and go to Jerusalem, 
to their King.

>> The Anointed of
the Lord
The gathering of the children of Israel is 
primarily the task of the Anointed of the 
Lord. The masterful prophecy about the 
coming of the Messiah in Isaiah 49 says 
that He will be told to bring Jacob to God. 
Jesus realised this too. I think that this is 
new to many people because they 
skimmed over it while reading or applied 
it to themselves, but the Gospel speaks of 
the return of whole Israel. 

In John 10 Jesus elaborates on the great 
chapter of the gathering, Ezekiel 34.  
There we read how God Himself will end 
the exile. God is the shepherd who will 
care for His scattered sheep. Jesus says 
that He is the Good Shepherd and that 
He will even lay down his life to bring 
home the flock of Israel (John 11:52). His 
death would be necessary to break the 
imprisonment of Israel and the power of 
the devil. 

In His sermon about these things, Jesus 
foretells that at His coming the angels 
will complete the gathering in (of Israel) 
(Matthew 24:31 as the fulfilment of Isaiah 
11:12). These words are sometimes used as 
proof for the rapture of the Christians, 
but this is really about the rapture and 
homecoming of Israel.

>> A Role for the 
Nations
Although it is clear that the Messiah 
Himself will end the exile, Isaiah 49 says 
that the nations will also play a role: 
“Behold I will lift up My hand to the nations 

… and they shall bring your sons in their 
bosom, and your daughters shall be carried 
on their shoulders” (verse 22). It is a 
misunderstanding to think that the 
nations hasten the coming of the 
Messiah in this way. That is not even 
necessary; it is exactly because His 
coming is so near that the exile will come 
to an end. But in His love, Jesus does not 
allow us to simply be observers. He calls 
us up as auxiliary forces, God even tells 
us, “Bring my sons from afar and my 
daughters from the end of the earth” (Isaiah 
43:6).

>> Jerusalem
The return of Israel is closely connected 
with the return of God to Jerusalem. The 
image of the future is this: God lives in 
Zion, His Anointed One reigns on the 
throne of David, around Him are the 
children of Israel, created by God Himself 
to praise Him, and around them the 
nations worshipping God. May He use us 
now in preparation.

Bring My Sons From Afar
By Rev. Henk Poot, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Back to Israel from Ukraine 
For over twenty years Christians for Israel has 

assisted Jews from the former Soviet Union, 

particularly from Ukraine, to return to Israel. 

Our field worker Koen Carlier works with a 

dedicated team who do this work with much 

dedication and love. 

8 MINI-BUSES
2 CARS

13 FIELD WORKERS

EACH VEHICLE 
TRAVELS AN 
AVERAGE OF 

8000KM
PER MONTH

ARE ON CALL
NIGHT AND DAY

COUNTLESS 
HOLES IN THE 
ROADS

PEOPLE HELPED MONTHLY WITH
TRANSPORTATION TO THE CONSULATE,
EMBASSY AND AIRPORTS

A group of Ukrainian Jews taken to the Airport in Kiev,
ready to leave for Israel

Elderly Holocaust survivor Boris Isaakovich leaving 
his house in Ukraine to make Aliyah

Aliyah in images and numbers

Koen and Igor, a faithful driver, with luggage that 
needs to get to Israel

Holocaust survivor Boris Isaakovich, 83 years old, who
made Aliyah in February 2017, shares his story

Saying goodbye to family staying behind is not easy
at all. Ths girl just said goodbye to her Grandmother
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From the time 
David Ben-Gurion 
proclaimed the state 
of the Jewish people 
in May 1948, the 
State of Israel has 
been challenged, 
sometimes seriously 
threatened, and 

always disputed. What are the threats 
Israel is facing at its 70th birthday in 2018?

The so called ‘BDS movement’ that 
promotes ‘boycott, divestment and 
sanctions’ (BDS) against Israel is certainly 
not part of them. BDS first and foremost 
harms the Palestinians, as can be seen on 
the ground. It serves Israel by moving 
employment from the Palestinian 
territories to Israel, forcing Palestinians 
to sell their land and proving that Israel’s 
critics are indeed driven by anti-Semitic 
motives questioning the very right of a 
Jewish state to exist in the Middle East. 
BDS’ economic impact is negligible and 
its efforts to delegitimise the Jewish state 
are being mocked by reality. Israel in 2018 
enjoys diplomatic relations, economic 
and research exchanges as well as 
military cooperation with more states 
than ever before in history.

Neither are demographic developments 
the existential threat as hosts of 
doomsday experts have chanted for 
decades. “The demographic time bomb is a 
dud,” summarise demographers who 
observe birth rates and recognise that 
even if Israel would annex the West Bank 
at the present, Israeli Arabs and West 
Bank Palestinians would not even make 
up one third of the population of a 
‘greater Israel’. Nobody knows how 
Palestinians would really think or vote if 
they had the real freedom and security 
that comes with Israeli citizenship. The 
fact that Arabs are represented in 
virtually all segments of Israeli society, in 
all of the army and in all political parties, 
should not be overlooked. 

Furthermore, failing Arab states, failing 
Mid-Eastern societies and a failing religion 
called Islam have an impact on Muslims 
that may hardly be overestimated.

Israelis who are being asked what they 
perceive as current dangers to their 
society, name social issues among the first 
challenges. Israel has developed from a 
socialist third world country in the 1950’s 
into one of the world’s leading economic 
and scientific power hubs. Today there is 
virtually no computer or smart phone 
that does not contain Israeli thoughts, 
inventions, programmes or parts. Israel is 
the number one producer of innovations 
worldwide. The New Israeli Shekel is one 
of the hardest currencies on the market.

But this has come at a price. The 
polarisation among different population 
segments becomes more and more 
obvious. There is not just a tension 
between right and left, Sephardic and 
Ashkenazi, Jewish and Arab, but also 
between the financially privileged and 

those who are struggling daily for their 
very survival. High living costs and low 
income is a problem to not just the 
uneducated lower class, but also to young 
academics. One salary is hardly ever high 
enough to feed a family. A young 
physician, for example, earns in Israel per 
month less than he would make in 
Australia in a weekend. The fruit of this 
tense social-economic situation is that 
many young academics leave the country. 
One of the major challenges Israel faces 
in the 21st century is to become an 
attractive environment not just for IT 
geniuses or electrical engineers, but also 
for doctors, nurses, physical therapists or 
teachers, to name just a few.

Militarily, the greatest danger to Israel 
emerges from the north. However, it is 
not the so-called Islamic State or other 
Islamist terror groups that are key 
threats, but the hegemonic ambitions of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran. Syria’s 
bloody war has been decided in favour of 
the pro-Assad coalition, strengthening 
especially Iran and its supporters. The 
Islamic Republic and its proxies has 
established an infrastructure in Syria and 
Lebanon, where Hezbollah showed a 
massive buildup over the last decade. 
Likewise Shiite militias in Iraq and the 
Houthi’s in Yemen, launching missiles 
into the heart of Saudi Arabia, contribute 
to Teheran’s growing power in the 
Middle East. This scenario poses threats 
on a new scale.

Amos Yadlin, Executive Director of the 
Institute for National Security Studies, 
says that the chances of a large military 
confrontation in the northern front 
possibly involving the Syrian army in 

2018 are greater than at any time in the 
past decade. In March, a drill of Israel’s 
military simulated a multi-front war, not 
just against Iran-sponsored Hamas in the 
Gaza strip and Hezbollah in Lebanon, but 
also considering possibly Russia’s 
intervention in Syria. Israel possesses 
significant leverage against Iran and 
Russia, because it is capable of effectively 
undermining their achievement in 
preserving the Assad regime and 
progressing stability in Syria.

Looking at the Sunni and Arab world, a 
nuclear race between Iran and Sunni 
regional powers like Saudi Arabia, Egypt 
or Turkey dooms at the horizon. Also the 
Islamist camp including Turkey, Qatar, 

and the Muslim Brotherhood movement 
demand permanent attention. The so-
called Islamic State lost all its territory, 
except some enclaves in the Golan 
Heights, the Sinai Peninsula and North 
Africa. Its ideology, however, is still 
attractive to large Muslim populations 
and terror cells as well as individuals 
inspired by the group are active.

In the area of the Palestinian/Israeli 
conflict, the major challenge for many 
Israelis is to face reality. The majority of 
Israel’s population claims to be for a two-
state-solution, because they want to get 
rid of the Palestinians, because they hate 
to be occupiers and because they are 
afraid of being forced into an apartheid 
state. However, virtually nobody is ready 
to offer to the Palestinians what they ever 
would be able to accept as an 
independent state. Even the most left-
wing Israelis are ready to allow at the best 
a de facto autonomy which the 
Palestinians would be allowed to label 
their state. And nobody knows how to 
tackle Arab and Islamic anti-Jewish 
sentiments which are deeply rooted in 
Islamic sources and must be seen as one 
of the original causes of the hatred 
against the Jewish state.

However, even when it comes to modern 
forms of anti-Semitism, Israel is not just 
the victim. Being critical of oneself is a 
character trait and tradition that can be 
traced back to the prophets of biblical 
times. Questioning everything and 
everybody might be the source of Israel’s 
innovative power. But the hyper self-
criticism of Israelis and especially Jewish 
Israelis against themselves, their society 
and their leadership might reveal one of 
Israel’s outstanding strengths as one of 
its major weaknesses, certainly as a real 
challenge. As a matter of fact, tragically, 
some of the worst lies about the Jewish 
people and their state originate from 
Jewish Israelis.

Israel 70 Years: Challenges & Dangers
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author
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...tragically, some of the worst lies 
about the Jewish people and their 
state originate from Jewish Israelis

Dome of the Rock in beautiful panorama of Jerusalem from Mount of Olives.



March 2018 saw Rev Willem Glashouwer 
embark on the very first tour of the South 
Pacific. Rev Glashouwer travelled all the 
way from Holland to Auckland, New 
Zealand, where we brought him to the 
offices of Christians for Israel New 
Zealand. With only half a day to rest, Rev 
Willem and Pastor Bryce Turner 
(Christians for Israel NZ) flew to Nadi, Fiji, 
and then took one last short (30min) flight 
on to Suva. With four heavy bags of 
books, their own luggage crammed right 
to the weight limit, and with extra 
brochures and study guides even stuffed 
in their jacket pockets, Willem and Bryce 
finally arrived at Suva airport to an 
amazing welcome from the Christians for 
Israel Fiji team. Christians for Israel Fiji 
representative Lepani and his wife Salote, 
along with Christians for Israel Fiji 
president Raphael Jordan and his wife 
Anna and their children, and even media 
manager Tomo came out late at night to 
deliver a huge welcome, leading to what 
then became an outstanding visit. The 
Christians for Israel Fiji team, who started 

only four years ago, had coordinated 
various church speaking engagements, 
even an interview with Fiji’s biggest 
newspaper, culminating in a series of 
three huge evening seminars – the final 
night attended by over 900 people. 
Willem delivered clear and powerful 
teaching, to which the audiences gave an 
overwhelmingly positive response. The 
Fijian pastors were deeply moved by the 
teaching, committing to support the 
ongoing work of Christians for Israel Fiji. 

Returning from Fiji to Auckland for just 
one night, Willem, Bryce and Christians 
for Israel NZ board chairman Graham 
Simpson then travelled to the Cook 
Islands. After being welcomed at the 
airport by Christians for Israel Cook 
Islands chairman Bob Williams and the 
amazing ‘Pastor George’, who is taking on a 
representative role in the islands, the 
visitors quickly settled into a busy 
schedule of new experiences. Speaking in 
churches, as well as television interviews 
and even an open-air meeting at the 
markets – a world first for Willem –

culminated in the official launching of 
Christians for Israel Cook Islands. It was 
wonderful to meet Pastor Edward of the 
Solomon Islands who flew over to spend 
some time with the team. Pastor Edward 
is working with Ian Worby (Christians for 
Israel Australia) to establish Christians for 
Israel in the Solomon Islands. 

A change in plans meant that Willem was 
able to hold some speaking engagements 
in New Zealand, including a very 
successful series of seminars in Auckland. 

The tour was originally planned to 
include the official launch of Christians 
for Israel Tonga, but following the 
devastation wreaked on the island group 
by cyclone Gita, this quickly became 
impossible. Please pray for our Christians 
for Israel representative in Tonga, Mr 
Barry Taukolo, and the over 70% of the 
Tongan population reported to have been 
affected by the cyclone. We look forward 
to planning another event with them later 
in the year. The beautiful, friendly people 
of the Pacific Islands have a deep love for 

God and a real affinity with the Jewish 
people. We thank the teams from 
Christians for Israel Fiji and Christians for 
Israel Cook Islands for all their work in 
organising the programmes, and we 
celebrate the growing of Christians for 
Israel in the Pacific.
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South Pacific Tour for C4I President
By Bryce Turner, Christians for Israel New Zealand

Rev Willem Glashouwer speaking at the 
open-air meeting in the Cook Islands

“I Felt Like I Was Playing for Them”
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

Take the love, prayers and hard work of 
six Dutch, four Germans, one British and 
one Belgian; enrich with God’s eternal 
promises to His people, let sit for a few 
days; then pour out over God’s very own 
in Ukraine. 

No two working trips to Ukraine are ever 
the same. These trips were initiated by 
Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel’s Aliyah 
fieldworker in Ukraine, years ago so 
sponsors could see the massive impact 
that our help has on Jewish communities 
there. The most recent group finished the 
trip on Thursday 24 March 2018.

“I could see the slain before me as I was 
playing my recorder over the ravine of Babi 
Yar; I felt like I was playing for them,” said 
Hans from the Netherlands, as the group 
slowly walked away from the place where 
33,771 Jewish mothers, children and 
elderly were murdered outside Kiev on 29 
and 30 September 1941, after Nazi 
Germany’s invasion of the Soviet Union. 
Crying quietly, German-born Dagmar 

placed a white rose at the menorah-
shaped memorial marking the site. 

More tears were cried as the group heard 
the stories of Rita who survived the 
Pechora death camp, losing both her 
mother and father there as a 5-year-old 
within the first week. She promised God 
that she would dedicate her life to telling 
her story if she survived the ordeal; or of 
Olga, then two years old, who was pulled 
out of the pit of dead bodies by two little 
boys who survived the shooting in 
Talnoye, and who carried the children to 
safety by a Ukrainian woman who had 
come to the forest to pick mushrooms. 

But what they found most overwhelming – 
in between packing and delivering 1,500 
food parcels - was the warmth, the 
hospitality and the incredible kindness 
displayed by those very survivors as they 
sat around the table with us. It came 
naturally, as survivor Alexander said, “I 
harbour no bitterness against the Germans in 
my heart.” These were the moments when 

the group ran out of words, instead hugged 
the survivors, and prayed for healing, one 
precious Jewish heart at a time. 

“The prophets longed to see what you see”, 
said Rabbi Yeshua some 2,000 years ago to 
his friends. What a privilege to be the “feet 
of those who bring good news” to the 
broken, to remind them that the God of 
Avraham, Yitzhak and Ya’akov has not 

forgotten them. 

While the participants return to their 
home countries, Koen and the team get 
back to work – a group of Jewish people 
are waiting in a remote town with their 
bags packed to end 2,000 years of 
Diaspora and return to their historic 
homeland, to fulfill the annual Passover 
blessing: “Next year in Jerusalem!”

German-born Dagmar places a white rose 
at the Babi Yar memorial in Kiev

C4I Denmark’s Official Launch
By Per & Kirsten Nielsen, Christians for Israel Denmark

In the presence of the Ambassador of 
Israel to Denmark, Benjamin Dagan, his 
wife Irit and Rev Willem Glashouwer, Per 
and Kirsten Nielsen officially launched  
Christians for Israel Denmark. 

The ambassador and his wife said it was 
an honour for them to be invited and to 
be a part of the launch. The event took 
place in a church, with armed police 
offices protecting the building, a sight 
never before seen. We tried to keep the 

event low key, but with armed guards, 
three police cars on the pathway and 
secret-service all around the building, it 
was clear that something special was 
taking place inside.

The second issue of the Danish 
newspaper was available for the 75 
attendees, who represented friends of the 
Jewish people and Israel who were invited 
together with representatives of the 
Jewish community in Denmark. 

Unfortunately, Marie-Louise 
Weissenböck, Regional Director for 
Christians for Israel Europe, could not be 
present because of a strike at the airport 
in Vienna, Austria. 

It was a great and blessed evening, with a 
lot of delicious (kosher) Israeli dishes. The 
Israeli artist, who performed live at the 
event, was very touched and said she 
never knew that so many people loved 
Israel.Rev Willem Glashouwer and Per Nielson
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South Pacific Tour for C4I President
By Bryce Turner, Christians for Israel New Zealand

Rev Willem Glashouwer speaking at the 
open-air meeting in the Cook Islands
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By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine
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Ethiopian Jews: Pre-Seder 
By Joanne Nihom, Journalist for Christians for Israel International

A long, imposing procession of 
men and women. Stately they 
come walking into the hall. 
Eighty in total, young and old. 

Some seem almost antique, with 
beautifully painted faces. Many wear 
traditional Ethiopian clothing. The 
women have their heads covered. Some of 
them are pregnant; others carry babies in 
cloth. Here and there a baby cries, but 
otherwise, it is quiet. The scene looks like 
a painting straight from Ethiopia. Upon 
entering the hall, filled with long festively 
decorated tables for the pre-Seder, guests 
are escorted to their places in sign 
language and some basic Hebrew. They 
look around uncomfortably. But when the 
rabbi begins to talk about Passover, 
everyone listens intensively.

>> Family Reunion 

The group was brought to Israel from 
Ethiopia five months ago by the Jewish 
Agency and the State of Israel and is part of 
the family reunification project. They stay 
in Haruv, the absorption-centre for 
Ethiopian Jews in Beersheba. There they 
will prepare for their new life in Israeli 
society. Danielle Mor, Vice President, Israel 
and Global Philanthropy of The Jewish 
Agency for Israel: “Here we teach them the 
language and customs of the country and 
about Judaism and Jewish holidays. Every 
year, about a week before Pesach, we organise 
a pre-Seder for the newcomers, in centres all 
over the country. This year this has been made 
possible by the Jewish Agency and Christians 
for Israel, among others.”

The pre-Seder starts. The rabbi explains 
about the Seder-dish and the various 
rituals. Someone standing next to him 
translates everything he says into 
Amharic, the Ethiopian language. Under 
the direction of the rabbi, the translator 
reads from the bilingual Haggadah, the 
prayer book for the Seder.

>> Same Melodies
As I listen, along with all the other 
attendees I pour the first glass of wine, my 
thoughts go back to many years ago. 
During a study trip to Israel, I visited an 
absorption-centre for Ethiopian Jews. 
They had just arrived in Israel and came 
straight from Ethiopia. They still had to 
learn about their new life, and many 
things were totally new to them. Such as 
the use of a toilet. They thought, I was 
told, that it was a bowl to make pickles in! 

It was just before Passover, and several 
women practised the prayers and songs 
with each other that they always sang in 
Ethiopia on Seder evening. I could not 
believe my ears. They were the same 

melodies that we sing at home. It moved 
me. One of the miracles of Judaism: 
wherever in the world Jews live, many 
traditions and customs are the same all 
over the world, making our bond strong. 

Back to the pre-Seder in Beersheba, the 
rabbi tells about Pesach, a celebration full 
of symbolism. The story of oppression and 
spiritual freedom, and about renewed hope 
that Jews throughout the world celebrate. 
“An age-old tradition, the epitome of a 
centuries-long dream of returning to Israel.”

>> Cleaning
I am curious to know how Pesach used to 
be celebrated in Ethiopia. But the 
newcomers do not know enough Hebrew 
or English to answer my questions. Years 
ago, I interviewed Asher (Mekunnt) 
Rahamin. He came to Israel in 1983, at the 
age of fifteen. We still have contact now 
and then, so I call him with my questions. 
“Life in our village, with about 30 families, had 
a clearly Jewish character. All Jewish holidays 
were celebrated openly. For us, Judaism was 
like the rising of the sun: a fixed part of our 
lives. A few weeks b efore Passover, our village 

elder told us that it was almost there. That 
meant that the women started with the big 
cleaning to make the houses chametz-free 
(bread free). Together we made matzah (flat, 
dry cracker-like bread) and on the day of the 

Seder, a lamb was slaughtered in the 
afternoon. During the Seder, the whole village 
came together in the house of the village elder 
and read from the Torah, about the Exodus 
from Egypt. In Ethiopia, at that time there 
were no prayer books and no Haggadahs. 
During the Seder, we ate matzah and lamb 
and sang the prayers and songs together. And 
the eld ers of our village told about the Passover 
celebrations in their youth.” 

The pre-Seder is almost finished. 
Together the traditional Lesjanaha 
HaBa’ah Bejerushalaim (’Next year we are 
in Jerusalem’) is sung while everyone claps 
their hands. For this group their ultimate 
wish has come true: they are finally home.

>> Ethiopian Jews
More than 135,000 Ethiopian Jews live in 
Israel. Their lives in Ethiopia were never 
very bad. With the existing anti-Semitism, 
they could live. However, a deep desire to 
emigrate to Israel - and especially to 
Jerusalem - was passed on from 
generation to generation. They 
considered their stay in Ethiopia as 
temporary. In 1862, there was a group 
who tried to emigrate to Israel, but they 
failed. ‘Operation Moses’ in 1984 brought 
eight thousand Ethiopian Jews secretly 
through Sudan to Europe and from there 
to Israel. In 1991 another fifteen hundred 
went to the promised land with the 
‘Operation Salomon’ and over the years, 
other groups have followed. In 2013, Israel 
officially stopped immigration from 
Ethiopia. But in the context of family 
reunification, the former Israeli minister 
Silvan Shalom of the Ministry of Interior 
decided that the last group of Ethiopian 
Jews should also be brought to Israel. It 
would involve eight thousand men, 
women and children. In 2017, 1308 
Ethiopian Jews were brought to Israel. It 
isn’t known what will happen in 2018. 

One of the wonders of Judaism: 
traditions and customs are the 
same all over the world

Short News

Natan Sharansky Wins 
2018 Israel Prize

Education Minister Naftali Bennett 
announced recently that the 2018 
Israel Prize for immigration absorption 
and ingathering of the diaspora will be 
awarded to head of the Jewish Agency 
Natan Sheransky. 

“Natan symbolises the fulfillment of 
the Zionist dream,” wrote the minister, 
“from the darkness of the Soviet 
prison he was held in as a prisoner of 
Zion to the light of freedom as head 
of the Jewish Agency.”

Sharansky was imprisoned by the 
USSR in 1978 for his struggle for 
Jewish life in the Soviet Union and the 
right of Jewish immigration to Israel. 
He was released in 1986. His wife, 
Avital, emmigrated to Israel prior to 
his arrest and fought during his time in 
prison for his release. Minister Bennett 
noted that Avital is a symbol “for 
Jewish sacrifice and heroism.”   
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A Modern Day Exodus:
204 Bnei Menashe
Make Aliyah

Eighteen-month-old Revital Haokip 
was among the 204 members of the 
‘lost’ northeastern Indian tribe of Bnei 
Menashe who the organisation Shavei 
Israel in cooperation with Christians 
for Israel assisted in bringing to Israel 
on Aliyah recently. 
The 204 new immigrants come from 
the northeastern Indian state of 
Manipur, on the border with Burma, 
and which is home to the largest 
concentration of Bnei Menashe in 
India. The new immigrants plan on 
settling in the Galilee, where many 
Bnei Menashe immigrants have made 
homes. They initially will reside in 
Shavei Israel’s absorption center in 
Kfar Hasidim, where they will formally 
convert to Judaism.

US Senators Protest 
Poland’s Holocaust Bill
Fifty-nine US senators have co-signed 
a bipartisan letter urging Poland to 
amend draft legislation on a restitution 
bill that they say discriminates against 
survivors living in America. The letter 
sent to Prime Minister Mateusz 
Morawiecki concerns a measure from 
October that would require claimants 
to be citizens living in Poland and 
excludes all heirs except ‘first-line heirs,’ 
meaning spouses, children or 
grandchildren. The letter comes amid 
a crisis in Israel’s relations with Poland 
over the recent enactment of a law 
that criminalizes blaming Poland for 
Nazi crimes. 
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Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ we 
also have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with 
Israel, as well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our 
sake, but that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil 
over the nations with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism 
committed in her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love 
and solidarity with Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of 
Israel is the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations 
carry a responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will 
make His Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide 
Kingdom, Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place 
and they will reign with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish 
people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.

Twelve Theses on Israel
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

>> Introduction 
There are twelve tribes of Israel. Twelve 
apostles were sent into the world to 
proclaim the coming kingdom. The faith 
of the church is confessed in the twelve 
theses of the Apostolic Creed. It is still 
one of the fundamental creeds for 
millions of Catholic, Orthodox, and 
Protestant Christians worldwide. 
Five hundred years ago, Martin Luther 
was privileged to rediscover the gospel of 
free grace. On 31 October 1517, he nailed 
his 95 theses on the door of the city 
Church of Wittenberg, launching the 
reformation of the Catholic Church. 
We are privileged to live in a time, in 
which we see how the people of Israel are 
restored to the land of the promise. That 
makes us grateful. But it also causes a 
feeling of urgency. God’s plan of salvation 
for His creation has entered a new, 
decisive stage. How do we relate to it? 
And how do we relate to Israel? How does 
the church relate to Israel?
We give thanks for the good we have 
received in the tradition of the church. 
But we also have to recognise that the 
church has hardly had any vision for Israel 
or the Jewish people, even has spoken 
with contempt of the Jews and Israel. This 
fills us with shame. 
Many, therefore, feel the need and the 
urgency to speak more broadly about 
God’s salvation plan with His creation 

from within the Scriptures. A small group 
of people from different denominations 
and backgrounds, working within the 
framework of Christians for Israel, has 
come together to think it over deeply. In a 
sense, they did not represent anybody. 
It was their desire, however, to speak as 
members of the Body of Christ, in 
connection with the church worldwide 
and through the ages. 
This has resulted in twelve theses on the 
place of Israel in God’s salvation plan, in 
which God’s election of Israel to bless the 
nations is expounded. These theses do not 
replace any creed whatsoever but are 
meant as an impulse to think further 
about the essential Biblical message 
concerning Israel and the kingdom.
This statement is a cry of the heart on 
behalf of all those who have discovered 
that the people and the nation of Israel 
hold a fundamental and decisive position 
in God’s plan of salvation with this world. 
We have attempted not to put something 
forward that could be considered as being 
totally new and original, rather just a 
statement in plain and common language 
that will lead us all back to our biblical 
roots. Sadly, when it becomes apparent 
that the followers of Jesus have cut their 
biblical roots, there is no hope for divine 
blessing. The statement is not one of 
pride, rather one of humility: a cry of the 
heart. For it is both good and very 
necessary that the members of the 

ekklesia, the body of Christ consisting for 
the greater part of an overwhelming 
majority of believers coming from the 
nations, know what their position in 
God’s plan is, Romans 11:17 ff.
In this spirit, Christians for Israel now 
offers these theses to churches and 
Christians worldwide, in prayer and 
humility. In this, and the next few issues, 
we will elaborate and clarify each of the 
twelve theses for better understanding.

>> Thesis #1 
We believe that Israel was created and 
chosen by God to bless the nations.
Elaboration: As members of the body of 
Jesus Christ we believe and confess that God 
has chosen Abraham, Isaac and Jacob 
because He wanted to bless all the nations of 
the world in and through them. In this way 
salvation has come through Israel to us.
Clarification: Israel has been created 
(compare Isaiah 43:1: Genesis 15:4 and 17:19) 
by God for the glorification of His Name. 
For that purpose God elected Abraham 
and his descendants to become the 
instrument in His hands to bless and 
redeem the world, not in the sense of a 
numerus clausus (a restricted number) but as 
a synecdoche (a part representing the 
whole). It was not God’s intention to be 
selective in His choice, but He chose this 
way to carry out His universal plans and 
purposes (Genesis 12:3 ff ). Everything in 
salvation history revolves around the 

election of Israel, but ultimately it is about 
the realization of God’s plans concerning 
the Universe and His Creation. 
By the term ‘Israel’ in the Twelve Theses, 
we refer to both the people and nation of 
Israel, consisting of the twelve tribes of 
Israel coming from the twelve sons of 
Jacob. The term ‘Jewish People’ has the 
same meaning. The term ‘Israel’ can also 
be used as the name for the land of Israel 
that God promised to Abraham. We can 
even use it as referring to the State of 
Israel that was established in 1948. We are 
convinced that the promises about the 
land of Israel that God gave to Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob and their descendants are 
still valid today (Genesis 13:15; 15:18, Psalm 
105:7-11 etc.). The land of Israel is the 
Promised Land, the land that God 
promised to give to them. One cannot 
make a breach between the promises 
given to Israel in the Bible and the 
establishment of the modern State of 
Israel. On the other hand, the 
establishment of the State of Israel is not 
yet the ultimate fulfilment of the 
promises given to Israel in the Bible. That 
ultimate fulfilment will only come when 
the Kingdom of God on earth has been 
realized by the coming of the Messiah of 
Israel. However, we may say that the 
establishment of the State of Israel is a 
part of the ultimate redemption of Israel 
and a moment in the fulfilment of the 
promises that God gave to Abraham.

Perspectives on Thesis 1
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, 
Christians for Israel International

Israel is a ‘creation’ of God. By this word, we 
are reminded of the language of Isaiah 43:1, 
which speaks of the Lord as “he who created 
you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel.” 
Does that also pertain to the nations of the 
earth? In a derived sense, it does. Man was 
‘formed’ out of the dust of the earth. And the 
mass of nations become nations, each with 
their own character, even in their orientation 
towards Israel. 

The clarifications which accompany the 
twelve theses explain that Israel was chosen 
as a ‘synecdoche’, a part that represents the 
whole. Does this mean that the election of 
Israel only has to do with her own salvation, 
which then represents the salvation of the 
world? Or could this also imply that Israel has 
an active role in the redemption of the world, 
in that it is also suffering for the redemption 
of the nations, and creation as a whole? 

However it may be, the question, too, arises: 
is Israel created and chosen only to bless the 
nations? Recently, somebody drew my 
attention to the fact that God, first of all, 
wants to share His love, His life, even His 
suffering, with Israel. First of all, He is seeking 
an intimate relationship with His people: “I 
will walk among you and be your God, and you 
will be my people” (Leviticus 26:12). To 
Abraham, God says: “I am God Almighty; walk 
before Me and be blameless” (Genesis 17:1). 

Finally, God says: “I will dwell among them” 
(Exodus 25:8). God dwelling among Israel is a 
recurrent theme throughout the Bible. Of 
course, this intimate intercourse between God 
and Israel is a direct testimony to the nations, 
to the effect that His indwelling also reaches 
out to the nations. But Israel is His beloved 
one, a love that is expressed in the images of 
bride and son. 

By Paul Jung, Australia, Christians 
for Israel Coordinator Korea, 

We can readily confirm that God has created 
and chosen Israel to bless nations when we 
look into Genesis. Firstly, chapter 12 describes 
that God called Abram to go to Canaan from 
Haran and made an eternal covenant. God 
promised to Abram that “you will be a blessing 
(Gen 12:2). .. and all peoples on earth will be 
blessed through you (Gen 12:3).” “I will establish 
my covenant as an everlasting covenant between 
you and me and your descendants after you.. 
(Gen 17:7).” These covenants were affirmed in 
chapter 22, “through offspring all nations on 
earth will be blessed.. (Gen 22:18).” 

The Lord subsequently, appeared and said to 
Isaac assuring the same promise, “I will confirm 
the oath I swore to your father Abraham (Gen 
26:3).” In chapter 35, God called Jacob back to 
Bethel where God appeared when Jacob was 
fleeing from his brother Esau and said, “Your 
name is Jacob, but you will no longer be called 
Jacob; your name will be Israel.” So he named 
him Israel (Gen 35:10). Later, when the 
descendants of Jacob escaped from Egypt, the 
Lord appeared and identified them as the 
chosen nation declaring that “although the 
whole earth is mine, you will be for me a 
kingdom of priests and a holy nation. These are 
the words you are to speak to the Israelites” 
(Exodus 19:5-6). Scholars describe Israel as a 
showcase for God’s redemptive history. The 
passage reaffirms that God has created Israel 
to be a gospel to all nations. 

Based on these promises made by the God of 
Abraham, Issac and Jacob, apostle Paul 
stressed in Galatians 3:8-9 , “The Scripture 
foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by 
faith, and announced the gospel in advance to 
Abraham: All nations will be blessed through you. 
So those who have faith are blessed along with 
Abraham, the man of faith.” 
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Letters of the Aleph-bet: Samech
The samech is the fifteenth letter of the 
Aleph-bet. It is the letter s. As to the 
original Semitic sign, several different 
possibilities are mentioned, amongst 
which a pictograph of a fish, or of a 
thorn. In Hebrew, there is still another 
letter s, the sin, and ‘sin’ means thorn. It 
could be that originally, the samech was 
called sin, and only later samech. The 
early Semitic sign developed into two 
directions: the Hebrew samech, and the 
Greek ksi, out of which our X originated.

Samech means ‘support’. In the Jewish 
daily prayers, God is called Somech 

nefilim: “You uphold all those who fall” 
(Psalm 145:14).

The samech is followed by the letter 
ayin. From this, the Talmud learns: 
smooch ani’im – support those who are 
poor (the word ani’im starting with ayin). 

The form of the samech is a somewhat 
flattened circle. The circular form 
symbolises support. A comparison is 
made with the rings that hold the lulav 
together. The lulav is the bundle of 
branches of a palm tree, a myrtle, and a 
willow, that, together with the Etrog is 
used in the celebration of Sukkot (the 

feast of Tabernacles, Leviticus 23:40). In 
Jewish mystical tradition, the closed circle 
also symbolises the unlimited power of 
the Ein Sof, God’s unlimited Light. 

You could also think of the bond of 
marriage, in which man and woman are 
fully devoted to each other, and each 
other’s committed support. A circle has 
no beginning and no end. It is the same 
with the dedication to each other.

On Mount Sinai, God took Israel as His 
wife. The Talmud regards the giving of 
the Torah as a betrothal ceremony, 
whereby God gives Israel the wedding 

ring. Israel commits to obey God’s 
commandments. “Thereupon, God 
committed Himself to provide the Jewish 
people with their maintenance.” 

The numerical value of samech is sixty. 
It is remarkable that the priestly blessing 
(Numbers 6) contains fifteen words and 
sixty letters. When in the Jewish prayer 
service the cohen (priest) blesses the 
congregation, he has to raise both 
hands. According to the Mishna (Jewish 
oral tradition), the hand counts thirty 
bones, so two hands total sixty.

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

For several years, Christians for Israel has 
been supporting the ministry of Rev. 
Naim Khoury, his wife Elvira and their 
family. First Baptist Church Bethlehem 
Ministry and Holy Land Ministry have 
several churches and ministries in 
Bethlehem, East Jerusalem and Jericho. As 
Arab Christians, the Khoury’s believe that 
God’s covenants of God with Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob are everlasting as scripture 
states, and teach their people to love Israel 
and the Jewish people. As a consequence 
Rev. Khoury’s brother was murdered on 
the Mount of Olives, their church in 
Bethlehem has been bombed 14 times, 
and are often attacked and placed under 
pressure by Palestinian Muslim leaders. 
We encourage readers to support and pray 
for these important ministries financially.

>> A Prayer Testimony
By Elvira Khoury

August 2017 - I was getting ready to go to 
Jerusalem with my husband, Pastor Naim 
for our usual hospital visits, when 
suddenly I noticed a Muslim family 
waiting at the church entrance.

It turns out they had travelled a long way, 
from an area near Hebron and were 
asking to ‘meet the lady who they had heard 
would pray for God’s healing and peace to 
restore health to families’. Their daughter 
Sima, who was 21 years old, was in a 
terrible state. I explained to them that 
Jesus alone gives peace and healing 
through His salvation, and He uses me as 
a servant and a follower of Jesus Christ. 
After they consented to be prayed for 
inside the church, we saw the Lord move 
significantly in their lives.

First, I started praying over Sima who was 
tormented day and night, experiencing 
very negative thoughts from Satan. I 
requested for her to take off her Muslim 
head veil so that I could pray over her head. 
Sima’s mother relented and told Sima she 
could remove her veil for prayer by a 
Christian woman. 

My heart aches for these families I pray 
over. They are in great pain, and it seems 
that their religion is empty, making them 
desperate for new hope. We know that the 
hope for them is to believe in Jesus Christ 
and accept His love.

After much time spent sharing and 
praying explaining the power of Jesus, 
Sima prayed a prayer of deliverance and 
salvation. Sima’s aunt who was with the 
family, suddenly wanted to pray too. She 
mentioned she was guilty of practising 
occasional black magic to get answers for 
her life. She started trembling and was 
scared, but I told her to relax and trust the 
person in white who came to rescue her 
(the image from her vision). His name is 
Jesus. After much prayer and explanation 
of Jesus, her face became radiant, and joy 
unspeakable was on her face. I told her 
that the hand of God was reaching from 
heaven to accept her as His daughter.

They looked stunned with the knowledge 
of a true Saviour, and the scales of Islam's 
deception fell from their eyes. I told them 
to turn to the Bible and Jesus. For, this is 
where they can find the answer!

At 4:45 pm they left the church rejoicing 
in the Lord! But, before saying goodbye, 
the mother, pointing with her hand, asked 
me a question, “How much payment do you 
want?” “Nothing, come with me,” I said as I 
pointed to the cross. “Pay it to Him, for 

He is the one who did it. Thank Him, for 
everything you saw today came from 
heaven above where He is.” She thanked 
me and said, “We will pray the prayers and 
read the Bible!” 

Later that night, I thanked God for using 
me in a small way to minister to the 
hurting living here in the Holy Land. This 
is one of the real stories of the power of 
prayer that has changed peoples lives. I 
also thanked God for sending us partners 
from around the world. Those who cover 
us in prayer and stand by us. Thank you 
for making this church’s light a shining 
beacon to be a blessing to many who live 
in darkness! 

First Baptist Church Bethlehem
Rev. Naim Khoury and wife, Elvira

A Year After Aleh Opened Its Doors
In 2017, we celebrated Jerusalem’s 50 Year 
Anniversary by financially assisting to 
build a new Supportive Wing at ALEH 
Jerusalem. To commemorate one year after 
the new wing opened its doors, we received 
the following update:

The educational and activity floor houses 
two rehabilitation kindergarten classes, 
offering quality day programmes and 
education to current ALEH residents and 
community children with multiple 
disabilities.  

Two teachers and four assistant teachers 
staff the classrooms, working with the 
thirteen children, who, before the opening 
of ALEH’s new wing, had no educational 
framework suitable to their unique needs.

Activities take place in the two specially 
equipped classrooms, the lobby and the 
two adjoining patios. Daily schedules are 
planned for each child according to 

individual needs. These include both 
private and group sessions in conjunction 
with ALEH’s multi-disciplinary 
therapeutic staff. The patios provide 
outdoor fun with therapeutic goals. Meal 
times are also of therapeutic nature, 
under the guidance of an occupational 
therapist and nutritionist.

The residential floor boasts fully 
equipped, homelike bedrooms and a 
central nurse’s station. All the required 
confirmations and building permits have 
been received to open the residential 
floor, and we look forward to accepting 
twelve children and youth who need long-
term nursing and supportive care during 
the next few months. Unfortunately, 
bureaucratic procedures within the 
Ministry of Welfare, who refers the 
children to ALEH, is now holding up this 
process. In the meantime, we have had to

 turn to local insurances directly to help 
expedite the acceptance of children who 
are waiting for this quality solution. We 
are so grateful to you for your partnership 

in offering individuals with multiple and 
complex disabilities a supportive, 
rehabilitative framework in which they 
can realise their potential!

>> A Call For Volunteers
Do you like working with children? Do you like making a difference? Then volunteering at 
ALEH is perfect for you! ALEH has a multitude of volunteer opportunities to meet each 
individual’s skill set, preferences, and availability. Go to: www.aleh.org/volunteering/ 
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Last month, we had 11 olim (immigrants to 
Israel) to pick up from four different 
towns and drive them to the airport for 
their Israel bound flight at 3.30am. We left 
home at 6.30pm, and I thought to myself 
that this trip will be easy. It wasn’t a long 
drive, there wasn’t a lot of traffic and 
winter was almost over. But one must 
never underestimate a drive!

We had just left our hometown of 
Vinnitsa, when dense fog set in, and some 
heavy old overloaded trucks blocked our 
free passage. The police stopped me in a 
town called Nemirov, asking, “Why does 
your van make so much noise?” I answered 
by saying, “Why are there so many holes in 
the road? This is abnormal!” After that 
comment, I was allowed to drive on!

Our first pickup was a family in Marjanka, 
before driving on to Gnivan. Just before 
entering the town, our right front wheel 
hit a big hole which I missed because of 
the fog. Then the engine stopped. A 
warning light on the dashboard came on 
saying: fuel cut off, check engine. What to 
do? Call my wife Ira and ask her to come 
to our rescue with our 19-year-old 
Volkswagen or perhaps call one of the 
other drivers, Igor, he might know what 
to do. So I decide to call Igor first. 

After some explanation, he told me that I 
had to find a small black button under the 
hood and press it. Somewhere in between 
all the wires, I found that button, but no 
success. I kept trying, and finally, it 
worked! We finally picked up our last 
family, just after midnight. 

When we finally arrived at the airport in 
Vinnitsa, Rita from the Jewish Agency met 
us and moved us through very quickly. As 
we are well known to the airport staff, 
Rita had managed to arrange to have one 
of the check-in counters open for olim 
tonight. The people we bring to the 
airport each carry three bags of 23kg, so 
their check-in process takes more time. 

Before the olim board their plane, we 
always give them encouragement. That 
evening I said: “This is an important 
moment in your lives. You are not 
immigrating, you are repatriating to Israel 
because your ancestors wandered for many 
centuries and eventually settled in Ukraine. 
How special it is that you leave in the year in 
which Israel celebrates it 70th Anniversary, 
the same age as the oldest lady in our group 
tonight, Elianor.” The olim thanked us and 
then we said goodbye as they left Ukraine 
indefinitely. 

A Peculiar Night
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Aliyah Fieldworker

Thank You 
From Ukraine!
At the beginning of 

February we sent an 

urgent appeal to 

make it possible to 

distribute 6,000 

extra food parcels in 

Ukraine.

We are extremely grateful 
that so many of you 
responded to this appeal 
as friends of the Jewish 
people. We were able to 
get to work in full force 
with all of the dedicated 
coworkers in the Ukraine. 

You gave so generously 
that we will even be able 
to hand out extra food 
parcels and food. 

At the same time we see 
the anti-Semitism that is 
so deeply rooted in 
Ukrainian society growing 
again. This is very 
alarming.

Besides the food parcel, our extra visit is like 
a beam of light for lonely Holocaust survivors

This old lady was already waiting for us
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Last month, we had 11 olim (immigrants to 
Israel) to pick up from four different 
towns and drive them to the airport for 
their Israel bound flight at 3.30am. We left 
home at 6.30pm, and I thought to myself 
that this trip will be easy. It wasn’t a long 
drive, there wasn’t a lot of traffic and 
winter was almost over. But one must 
never underestimate a drive!

We had just left our hometown of 
Vinnitsa, when dense fog set in, and some 
heavy old overloaded trucks blocked our 
free passage. The police stopped me in a 
town called Nemirov, asking, “Why does 
your van make so much noise?” I answered 
by saying, “Why are there so many holes in 
the road? This is abnormal!” After that 
comment, I was allowed to drive on!

Our first pickup was a family in Marjanka, 
before driving on to Gnivan. Just before 
entering the town, our right front wheel 
hit a big hole which I missed because of 
the fog. Then the engine stopped. A 
warning light on the dashboard came on 
saying: fuel cut off, check engine. What to 
do? Call my wife Ira and ask her to come 
to our rescue with our 19-year-old 
Volkswagen or perhaps call one of the 
other drivers, Igor, he might know what 
to do. So I decide to call Igor first. 

After some explanation, he told me that I 
had to find a small black button under the 
hood and press it. Somewhere in between 
all the wires, I found that button, but no 
success. I kept trying, and finally, it 
worked! We finally picked up our last 
family, just after midnight. 

When we finally arrived at the airport in 
Vinnitsa, Rita from the Jewish Agency met 
us and moved us through very quickly. As 
we are well known to the airport staff, 
Rita had managed to arrange to have one 
of the check-in counters open for olim 
tonight. The people we bring to the 
airport each carry three bags of 23kg, so 
their check-in process takes more time. 

Before the olim board their plane, we 
always give them encouragement. That 
evening I said: “This is an important 
moment in your lives. You are not 
immigrating, you are repatriating to Israel 
because your ancestors wandered for many 
centuries and eventually settled in Ukraine. 
How special it is that you leave in the year in 
which Israel celebrates it 70th Anniversary, 
the same age as the oldest lady in our group 
tonight, Elianor.” The olim thanked us and 
then we said goodbye as they left Ukraine 
indefinitely. 

A Peculiar Night
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Aliyah Fieldworker

Thank You 
From Ukraine!
At the beginning of 

February we sent an 

urgent appeal to 

make it possible to 

distribute 6,000 

extra food parcels in 

Ukraine.

We are extremely grateful 
that so many of you 
responded to this appeal 
as friends of the Jewish 
people. We were able to 
get to work in full force 
with all of the dedicated 
coworkers in the Ukraine. 

You gave so generously 
that we will even be able 
to hand out extra food 
parcels and food. 

At the same time we see 
the anti-Semitism that is 
so deeply rooted in 
Ukrainian society growing 
again. This is very 
alarming.

Besides the food parcel, our extra visit is like 
a beam of light for lonely Holocaust survivors

This old lady was already waiting for us
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