
Israel & Christians Today is the premier publication of Christians for Israel

Our Response as Christians to Gaza 
and Iran   Pg 2
Hamas’ ‘March of Return’ In Gaza Pg 3
ECI Welcomes US Embassy  Pg 4
10th Anniversary for C4I Austria Pg 5

Christians for Israel in the Cook Islands Pg 6
Israel 70 Years Global Celebrations Pg 7
The Roots of Pentecost  Pg 8 
Aliyah from France  Pg 11
Bnei Menashe Long for Zion  Pg 12

Highlights...

3 4

126

5

7

Many nations will come and say, “Come, let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the temple of 
the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so 

that we may walk in his paths.”
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The last two months have seen several 
extremely important geopolitical 
developments concerning Israel which 
are having major impact in the Middle 
East and globally. 

>> Iran
Early May Israeli PM Netanyahu revealed 
to the world that Israel had stolen files 
from a secret Iranian depot in Tehran 
‘proving’ that Iran is lying in relation to its 
nuclear weapon programme. Iran 
responded by firing missiles from bases in 
Syria towards Israel – fortunately, none 
landed on Israeli soil. 

The situation in Iran following the new 
(’unprecedented’) sanctions recently 
announced by US Secretary of State Mike 
Pompeo needs to be followed closely. 
Iran’s relationship with Russia in Syria will 
be critical to watch, in light of the 
prophecies concerning Gog and Magog 
(Ezechiel 38-39). 

>> Gaza Border
But what are we to make of the shocking 
photos and videos at the Gaza border as 
thousands of Palestinian Arabs protested 
against the Israeli ‘occupation’ demanding 
the right to ‘return’? Men, women and 
children stormed towards the fence. 
Israeli soldiers opened fire. In total 62 
Palestinians were killed, including a small 
baby. The world has reacted in outrage. 
We all feel emotionally torn by these 
images. We want to support Israel and the 
Jewish people, but we also cannot 
condone the killing of innocent children, 
and we feel deep concern and alarm about 
the plight of the people in Gaza. 

>> Our Response
How should we respond as Christians to 
the situation in Gaza? Perhaps the most 
important thing we can do is to pray for all 
concerned. But in order to pray effectively, 
we need to understand what is going on. 

First, we should recognise that the 
situation in Gaza is a humanitarian crisis 
of enormous proportions. Approximately 
1.8 million Palestinian Arabs are living in 
what has effectively become a prison, 
under the control of a terrorist regime 
whose sole purpose in life is to kill Jews 
and destroy the State of Israel. There is 
massive unemployment, lack of 
educational institutions, denial of basic 
freedoms such as the right to free speech 
and freedom of worship, and limited food 
and water. A humanitarian solution 
desperately needs to be found. But it is too 
easy to blame Israel. The Palestinian Arabs 
are not the victims, but have contributed 
to their situation, and are in a position to 
shape their own future. 

Israel definitely has a 
responsibility to make sure 
that humanitarian aid 
reaches the people of Gaza. 

But Israel cannot be held 
responsible for the fact that 
the economic and social 
conditions are so bad in 
Gaza. Egypt also has 
control over the border 
with Gaza. And it can be 
argued that the Arab 
nations in the region which 
attacked Israel on 15 May 
1948 (Egypt, Syria, Jordan, 
Iraq and Lebanon), should 
be held accountable for the 
plight of the Palestinian 
Arabs in Gaza and elsewhere, because it 
was their aggression (made worse by the Six 
Day War in June 1967, which was also 
triggered by Arab aggression against Israel) 
that caused the Palestinian refugee crisis. 

>> Be a Realist
Second, we should be realists. The reports 
that are coming out show clearly that the 
‘March of Return’ was anything but a 
peaceful demonstration. Hamas official 
Salah al-Bardawil said that 50 of the 62 
Gazans killed on 14 May were Hamas 
members. Our correspondent Yochanan 
Visser explains this in more detail on  
page 3.

>> Respect the State 
of Israel
Third, we should respect that Israel is a 
state. Under international law, every state 
is entitled to protect its borders. This does 
not entitle the State of Israel to use 
indiscriminate or disproportional force. 
But we should be careful not to accuse 
Israel of war crimes too quickly. The 
question whether Israel complied with 
international law in managing the March 
of Return is complex. It is not possible to 
make a judgment on these issues based on 
reports in the Western media. Given the 
role of Hamas, there can be no doubt that 
Israel was entitled to use force to confront 
the ‘demonstration’. This would justify 
taking out terrorists. But whether non-
combatants should have been killed 
requires a detailed investigation of the 
facts in each specific case. Israel will no 
doubt conduct an internal investigation 
into what happened on the Gaza border, 
as it has done after every conflict with 
Hamas over the last decade. 

Finally, we should pray for all those living 
in Israel, Gaza and the West Bank, both 
Jews and Arabs. We should pray for the 
Peace of Jerusalem, and the coming of the 
Prince of Peace, who will bring His 

kingdom of peace and righteousness as 
foretold by the prophets, when the 
nations shall turn their spears into 
pruning hooks and train for war no more 
(see Isaiah 2). 
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

ISRAEL
Ÿ Proverbs 29:2 describes the current 
situation in Gaza perfectly: “When the 
righteous increase, the people rejoice, 
but when the wicked rule, the people 
groan.” Israel would like to help build 
up Gaza, but the Palestinian Authority 
doesn’t want Israel’s help, to the 
detriment of its own population. Pray 
for change, for the population of 
Gaza, and for peace with Israel.
Ÿ Many in the media play a 
dangerous role in the stigmatisation 
of Israel and Judaism; people receive 
one-sided information and do not 
hear anything positive about Israel. 
Pray for Israel using Isaiah 54:17a, 
“…and you shall condemn every tongue 
that rises in judgement against you.”
Ÿ Israel has electric fences on the 
borders, and patrol boats at sea night 
and day to protect the coastline. 
Thousands of soldiers and materials 
are ready everywhere at all times, 
with satellites that observe everything 
across the border. Pray that the Lord 
God will guard His people.
Ÿ In Ezekiel 36 we read dozens of 
times: “Thus says the Lord God” and “I 
will”. This makes it clear to us that 
every fulfilment of prophecy that we 
see today is an act of God. Give 
thanks that He allows us to be a part 
of this in physical aid and in prayer.
Ÿ Give thanks that the American 
embassy moved to Jerusalem and that 
other countries have indicated that they 
will do the same. Pray that other 
countries will make the same decision.

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Acts 1:4-12. Give thanks that the 
Lord is bringing His people home so 
that when the Saviour comes, and His 
feet stand on the Mount of Olives, 
they will meet Him. We have the 
privilege to help the Jewish people in 
the diaspora return to Zion and to look 
for the coming of the Messiah 
together with them.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Pray that in each of the 40 countries 
where Christians for Israel has an 
affiliate or representative, the Holy 
Spirit works in the hearts of the people 
who hear about the position of Israel in 
the world. The UN is a battleground 
but so are people’s hearts. Someone 
once said that receiving an 
understanding of Israel is like being 
born again - a second time. Pray that 
those who know Jesus will also grow to 
love His people.
Ÿ Pray that the mission of Christians 
for Israel, “to make Christians aware of 
the significance of the Jewish people in 
God’s dealings with the world”, will be 
understood and supported, not only by 
Christians but also by non-Christians. 
Pray that they will become curious 
about what we do and the source of 
our inspiration and strength – the Bible.

For more Prayer Points: www.c4israel.com.au
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For more than seven weeks Hamas in 
Gaza has again been trying to mobilise 
public opinion in the world against 
Israel by organising a ‘Great March of 
Return’ which has been billed as a 
‘peaceful protest’ along the Israeli 
border by Hamas and a significant part 
of the media.

The goal of this ‘Great March of Return’ 
was to ‘liberate Palestine’ Hamas leaders 
announced at the outset of the violence. 

More than 116 Palestinian Arabs died in 
the weekly protests which were, in fact, 
nothing more than violent attempts to 
infiltrate Israel in order to carry out terror 
attacks against Israelis.

>> How do we know? 

Hamas members and residents of Gaza 
have informed us about the true goals of 
the ‘demonstrations’. 

The same informants said Hamas even 
forced children and women to participate 
in the violence which reached a peak on 
Monday, 14 May when 62 Palestinian 
Arabs, among them 53 members of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad, died in violent 
confrontations with the IDF.

At the beginning of April, a bus company 
owner in Gaza told the Israeli authorities 
that Hamas arrested and jailed bus drivers 
who refused to ferry Palestinian Arabs to 
the border protests. 

Later, Hamas co-founder Mahmoud al-
Zahar, during an interview with Al-
Jazeera, reacted miffed when his 
interviewer suggested the protest was 
‘peaceful’ and emphasised the armed 
struggle against Israel was still ‘developing’.

At about the same time, a captured 
Hamas terrorist explained on video how 
Hamas forces women and children to 
enter the frontline during the attempts to 
infiltrate Israel.

The man explained that Hamas organised 
the violence to prevent a revolt against 

the organisation in Gaza where the 
situation is deteriorating by the day not 
because of the so-called siege but because 
of Hamas’ mismanagement of public 
affairs and an internal struggle between 
the PA and the terrorist organisation.

Hamas tells women and children to go 
forward in the frontline of the violent 
protests because “the (Israeli) army doesn’t 
shoot women and children,” the man said.

“People (in Gaza) wear out and are fed up, 
and I am one of those people,” the man told 
the Israeli authorities.

Another Palestinian Arab resident of Gaza 
told the Washington Post (WaPo) the real 
reason for the protests along the Israeli 
border is to infiltrate Israel and “to do 
whatever is possible, to kill, throw stones”.

“Young men carried large knives and said 
they wanted to kill Jews on the other side of 
the fence,” WaPo reported.

Then, Hamas leader Salah Bardawil reacted 
in a televised interview to a question about 
the violence along the Israeli border on 14 
May, when 62 Palestinian Arabs died during 
attempts to breach the security fence and to 
infiltrate Israel.

“Of the 62 people ‘martyred’ 50 were 
Hamas,” Bardawil said after Islamic Jihad 
had announced three of its members had 
also died during the same confrontation 
with the IDF.

IDF spokesman Jonathan Conricus posted 
the clip with the interview on his 
Facebook page and wrote “Take his word 
for it. This was no peaceful protest.”

Bardawil’s claim was later supported by the 
usual publication of ‘martyr announcements’ 
by Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

Another under-reported fact was the 
torching of the Keren Shalom border 
crossing by Hamas operatives. 

The terminal which is the main gateway 
for the delivery of humanitarian goods, 
commercial supplies, gas and fuel to Gaza 

was set on fire three times during the 
violent protests and caused a temporary 
shut-down of the crossing.

IDF engineers were the ones who 
succeeded to restore the supply of fuel 
and gas to Gaza after the U.N. declared an 
emergency situation in the poverty-
stricken enclave in southern Israel.

Israel recently decided to change its 
approach toward the violent protests 
along the border with Gaza and warned 
Hamas leaders they would be subject to a 
renewed assassination policy if the 
violence didn’t stop.

The Israeli army also adjusted its strategy in 
order to quell the violence and the attempts 
to torch fields and Israeli communities in 
the vicinity of Gaza by using kites with 
explosive devices or Molotov cocktails.

The IDF and IAF repeatedly attacked 
Hamas terror infrastructure deep into the 
Gaza Strip and also destroyed newly 
constructed terror tunnels.

IDF volunteers, meanwhile, neutralised 
the kite terror threat by using small 
drones which downed the kites before 
they could reach Israel.

It didn’t deter Hamas from carrying out 

new attempts to infiltrate Israel and to 
stage new terror attacks.

On Tuesday 22 May, Hamas terrorists 
crossed into Israel and set a deserted IDF 
outpost for snipers on fire.

The Israeli army responded by shelling a 
Hamas position in the vicinity of the 
border and by attacking naval vessels 
which were preparing for a terror attack 
in Israel via the sea.

To alleviate the dire humanitarian 
situation in Gaza, Egypt has now finally 
decided to open the Rafah border crossing 
in northern Sinai at least during the 
month-long Ramadan fast.

The closure of the Rafah crossing was a 
collective punishment for Hamas’ 
assistance to Islamic State in the Sinai 
Peninsula. In 2017 the crossing was open 
for just 29 days.

Thousands of Palestinian Arabs are now 
preparing to leave the Gaza Strip in order 
to build up a better life in different parts 
of the world according to the Wall Street 
Journal.

Yochanan Visser is an independent Middle 
East reporter and analyst. 
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Hamas’ ‘March of Return’ In Gaza
By Yochanan Visser

US President Donald Trump had been 
threatening since before his election to 
withdraw the US from the nuclear deal 
with Iran, known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA), 
and reimpose nuclear sanctions on 
Iran. On May 8, he announced that the 
US was indeed doing so.

Now the hope must be that Trump’s 
announcement signals the beginning of a 
new era of negotiations and sustained 
diplomatic efforts to put into place better 
arrangements to thwart Iran’s dangerous 
nuclear ambitions and regional aggression.

In announcing his decision, Trump rightly 
pointed out that: “The deal lifted crippling 
economic sanctions on Iran in exchange for 
very weak limits on the regime’s nuclear 
activity, and no limits at all on its other 
malign behaviour, including its sinister 
activities in Syria, Yem en, and other countries.”

There is no doubt that the JCPOA is 
deeply flawed in four ways.

Firstly, despite declarations from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) 
that Iran was upholding its end of the 
bargain, the inspection regime has been 
wholly inadequate. Inspectors weren’t given 
unrestricted access and have been kept away 
from Iranian military sites - where military 
weaponisation would likely take place.

Second, the deal failed to address Iran’s 
ongoing ballistic missile research and 
testing. These missiles, once perfected, are 
the delivery system - a key component of 
any nuclear weapons programme.

Third, in removing the crippling sanctions 
previously on Iran, the JCPOA helped fuel 
the regime’s increasing support for terrorism, 
efforts to destabilise its neighbours and 
involvement in bloody proxy wars.

Following the lifting of sanctions in 2015, 
more than $US100 billion flowed into 
Iranian coffers. However, instead of using 
this freed-up wealth to support its 

citizens, the Iranian regime - egged on by 
the fanatical Islamic Revolutionary 
Guards Corps which increasingly controls 
much of Iran's economy and politics - has 
expanded its supplies of funding and 
weaponry to support terrorist activities 
and rogue groups in Lebanon, Yemen, 
Syria, Gaza and across the Middle East.

Finally and most importantly, the JCPOA 
merely delayed but does not in any way, 
shape or form dismantle Iran’s nuclear 
programme.
The highly flawed deal has allowed Iran to 
continue working on advanced centrifuges 
which will allow it to enrich uranium very 
quickly once the JCPOA’s ‘sunset clauses’ 
begin expiring after 2025. The result: a 
nuclear weapons breakout can then happen 
whenever Teheran wishes, with little 
chance nuclear inspectors or international 
int elligence would detect this before it was 
too late - as even the JCPOA’s architect, 
Barack Obama, conceded in 2016.

Israeli President Benjamin Netanyahu 
confirmed Iran’s duplicitous behaviour in 
his recent media presentation of captured 
Iranian nuclear archives.

Israel’s intelligence cache revealed that 
Iran had lied to nuclear inspectors about 
its weapons development and had hidden 
its nuclear files - a direct breach of the 
conditions of the JCPOA.

So while Iran may be adhering to the terms 
of the JCPOA in terms of limiting the 
number of centrifuges it is running and the 
amount of uranium it is enriching, this is 
because it does not need to violate these 
terms of the deal to achieve its aims. The 
nuclear archive makes it clear that Iran had 
retained plans for bomb designs, records of 
work it has done fashioning nuclear cores 
for bombs, as well as plans to miniaturise 
its bombs and place them in warheads on 
its missiles. 

Trump’s Iran Nuclear Decision: Hopeful
By Colin Rubenstein, courtesy of AIJAC (Australia/Israel & Jewish Affairs Council)

Continued on page 4...
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All it needs now is enough enriched 
uranium for its arsenal - and the terms of 
the JCPOA effectively allow Iran to get 
this quickly, using highly advanced 
centrifuges, after 2025.

In his remarks at the White House, Trump 
expressed quite clearly that US withdrawal 
from the JCPOA should by no means be 
construed as an invitation for military 
confrontation or escalation with Iran.

All interested parties, including the 
Australian government, now have the 
chance to support the diplomatic hard 
work needed to put in place new and 
more comprehensive arrangements with 
stricter, more easily verifiable compliance 
conditions.

As a starting point, the JCPOA sunset 
clauses that allow the regime to continue 
nuclear development must be axed. IAEA 
inspectors must also be given unlimited 
access to Iran’s declared and suspected 
nuclear sites, including especially those 
run by the military. A new deal must 
prohibit Iran’s continued development of 
long- and short-range ballistic missiles.

Finally, the ongoing concerns about Iran’s 
behaviour in the region must be 

addressed. Iran’s proxies include 
proscribed terrorist groups Hezbollah and 
Hamas, barbaric Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad and the brutal Houthi rebels in 
Yemen. And the regime is becoming 
increasingly brazen in its aggression 
against neighbours - firing 20 missiles into 
Israel from Syria on Wednesday 23 May.

Trump’s decision clearly opens a difficult, 
unpredictable and complex road ahead if 
the world is to forge new arrangements 

that will genuinely end the Iranian 
nuclear threat, and constrain Iran’s other 
destabilising behaviours. Yet this road 
appears preferable to the road the world 
was on under the JCPOA - which was not 
only a direct path to a nuclear Iran in a 
few years time, but one which was 
actually fuelling Iranian terrorism, efforts 
to overthrow neighbour governments, 
and bloody proxy wars in both Syria and 
Yemen.
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The European Coalition for Israel 
welcomed the timely US embassy move 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem which took 
place on Monday 14 May 2018 and 
coincided with the 70th anniversary of 
the declaration of independence of the 
modem State of Israel, according to the 
Gregorian calendar. 

In a diplomatic ceremony, attended by 
American and Israeli dignitaries in 
Jerusalem, the former US Consulate to 
Israel will be transformed into an official 
US Embassy whilst the new facilities are 
being constructed in the coming years.

In an official ceremony at the Israeli 
Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem, diplomats 
from 33 countries attended the historic 
event to mark the move. However, 
missing from the official reception were 
all but four of the EU member states. 
From Eastern Europe, those attending 
were Hungary, Romania and Czech, who 
previously prevented a joint EU statement 
to condemn the embassy move. The only 
Western European EU member state to 
join the reception was Austria. Other 
European countries who attended the 
reception were Albania, Georgia, 
Macedonia and Serbia.

In a statement recently, ECI Founding 
Director Tomas Sandell applauded the 
courageous stand of the four EU member 
states and the four non-EU member states 
who expressed their support for Israel by 
attending the reception. He called on 
more European governments to follow 
their example.

“It is regrettable that the European Union, 
led by Germany, Britain and France, are 
boycotting this historic event. By moving its 
embassy to Jerusalem, the United States is 
simply accepting a 3000-year old reality, 
that Jerusalem is the capital of the Jewish 
people. Jerusalem is today unique in the 

whole Middle East in that it allows for all its 
inhabitants the freedom to pray and worship 
in peace. Only in Jerusalem can Jews, 

Christians and Muslims pray side by side at 
their holy sites whereas the rest of the region 
continues to suppress its minorities. These 
rights were implemented only after Israel 
had liberated East Jerusalem in 1967 and 
made the whole of Jerusalem its capital. This 
is a policy which should be fully supported by 
the European Union and not undermined by 
boycotts and threats.”

Sandell pointed out that the US 
declaration on 6 December 2017 to 
acknowledge Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel leaves many of the most contested 
issues open to final status negotiations.

The fact that the diplomatic reception 
was attended by a total of 33 countries and 

that a growing number of nations are 
considering a similar embassy move 
shows that Israel is not isolated. Later in 

the week the Guatemalan embassy cut the 
ribbons to its new embassy in Jerusalem, 
followed shortly after by the Embassy of 
Paraguay.

Whilst the official European Union policy 
is not to recognise Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, on Saturday 12 May 2018, its 
citizens chose the Israeli song ‘Toy’ as the 
winner of the Eurovision Song Contest. 
When the performer Netta Barzilai 
thanked the audience for their support 
she shouted, “I love my country (Israel), 
next time in Jerusalem”! The Israeli victory 
means that the Eurovision Song Contest 
will be hosted in Jerusalem in 2019.

ECI Welcomes US Embasssy
Courtesy of ECI (European Coalition for Israel)

Only in Jerusalem can Jews,
Christians and Muslims pray side
by side at their holy sites...

Short News

33 Million Flies
Scattered Around Gaza

Every week Israeli planes scatter 33 
million male flies on the farmlands 
surrounding Gaza. Why? To prevent the 
female flies from laying their eggs in 
the crops. The sterilised male flies mate 
with the females of the harmful 
Mediterranean fruit fly, a very 
destructive pest for the vulnerable 
agriculture around the Mediterranean. 
The project is carried out by BioBee; an 
Israeli company specialised in biological 
pest management. According to 
estimates, this organic way of using 
flies prevents that farmers have to use 
33,000 litres of chemical pesticides. 

Dead Sea Scroll
Deciphered
Researchers at the University of Haifa 
managed to decipher the content of 
one of the last remaining Dead Sea 
scrolls. They discovered a unique 
calendar that was used during the 
period of the Second Temple. The 
scroll was written in code and 
consisted of sixty small fragments, of 
which some were smaller than a 
square centimetre.

Arabic Becoming a 
Popular Language
More and more Israelis want to learn 
Arabic, according to teachers of 
schools and institutes in Israel. Arabic 
linguist Anwar Ben-Badis is happy 
with this news. He has taught Arabic 
for many years. Among his students 
were President Reuven Rivlin and 
Benny Begin. “It is important to learn 
the language of the ‘so-called enemy’.” 
When you communicate with each 
other, the distance becomes smaller, 
and there is more room for contact. 

Beautiful Route 40 
South of Israel

Route 40 is a beautiful route through 
the south of Israel. This main highway 
connects Beer-Sheva, Mitzpe Ramon 
and Eilat. It is a wonderful scenic drive 
by car or bus. Along the route there 
are many interesting places to visit, 
like wine and cheese farms, 
restaurants, and luxurious and budget-
conscious places to stay overnight. 
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All it needs now is enough enriched 
uranium for its arsenal - and the terms of 
the JCPOA effectively allow Iran to get 
this quickly, using highly advanced 
centrifuges, after 2025.
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conditions.

As a starting point, the JCPOA sunset 
clauses that allow the regime to continue 
nuclear development must be axed. IAEA 
inspectors must also be given unlimited 
access to Iran’s declared and suspected 
nuclear sites, including especially those 
run by the military. A new deal must 
prohibit Iran’s continued development of 
long- and short-range ballistic missiles.

Finally, the ongoing concerns about Iran’s 
behaviour in the region must be 

addressed. Iran’s proxies include 
proscribed terrorist groups Hezbollah and 
Hamas, barbaric Syrian President Bashar 
al-Assad and the brutal Houthi rebels in 
Yemen. And the regime is becoming 
increasingly brazen in its aggression 
against neighbours - firing 20 missiles into 
Israel from Syria on Wednesday 23 May.

Trump’s decision clearly opens a difficult, 
unpredictable and complex road ahead if 
the world is to forge new arrangements 

that will genuinely end the Iranian 
nuclear threat, and constrain Iran’s other 
destabilising behaviours. Yet this road 
appears preferable to the road the world 
was on under the JCPOA - which was not 
only a direct path to a nuclear Iran in a 
few years time, but one which was 
actually fuelling Iranian terrorism, efforts 
to overthrow neighbour governments, 
and bloody proxy wars in both Syria and 
Yemen.
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all but four of the EU member states. 
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previously prevented a joint EU statement 
to condemn the embassy move. The only 
Western European EU member state to 
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European countries who attended the 
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In a statement recently, ECI Founding 
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courageous stand of the four EU member 
states and the four non-EU member states 
who expressed their support for Israel by 
attending the reception. He called on 
more European governments to follow 
their example.
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led by Germany, Britain and France, are 
boycotting this historic event. By moving its 
embassy to Jerusalem, the United States is 
simply accepting a 3000-year old reality, 
that Jerusalem is the capital of the Jewish 
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whole Middle East in that it allows for all its 
inhabitants the freedom to pray and worship 
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Christians and Muslims pray side by side at 
their holy sites whereas the rest of the region 
continues to suppress its minorities. These 
rights were implemented only after Israel 
had liberated East Jerusalem in 1967 and 
made the whole of Jerusalem its capital. This 
is a policy which should be fully supported by 
the European Union and not undermined by 
boycotts and threats.”

Sandell pointed out that the US 
declaration on 6 December 2017 to 
acknowledge Jerusalem as the capital of 
Israel leaves many of the most contested 
issues open to final status negotiations.

The fact that the diplomatic reception 
was attended by a total of 33 countries and 

that a growing number of nations are 
considering a similar embassy move 
shows that Israel is not isolated. Later in 

the week the Guatemalan embassy cut the 
ribbons to its new embassy in Jerusalem, 
followed shortly after by the Embassy of 
Paraguay.

Whilst the official European Union policy 
is not to recognise Jerusalem as the capital 
of Israel, on Saturday 12 May 2018, its 
citizens chose the Israeli song ‘Toy’ as the 
winner of the Eurovision Song Contest. 
When the performer Netta Barzilai 
thanked the audience for their support 
she shouted, “I love my country (Israel), 
next time in Jerusalem”! The Israeli victory 
means that the Eurovision Song Contest 
will be hosted in Jerusalem in 2019.
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On 7 April Christians for Israel Austria 
celebrated its 10th anniversary with a 
conference in Vienna. The theme was 
‘Ten Years Christians for Israel Austria 
and 70 Years State of Israel.’ 

250 friends from all over Austria came to 
participate in the conference. Among 
them were pastors from various 
denominations and the archdeacon of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

The main speaker was Christians for 
Israel International President Rev. Willem 
Glashouwer who spoke about ‘the 
covenants with Israel and the coming of the 
Kingdom.’ Other speakers included 
Andrew Tucker (Christians for Israel 
International) and Naim Khoury (Holy 
Land Ministry Bethlehem). The beautiful 
violin player, Serguei Popov, played a 
Biblical ode to Israel.

>> Faithful
Marie-Louise Weissenböck (chairwoman) 
explained during the opening that the real 
reason for celebration is God’s 
faithfulness and that this would be the 
underlying theme of the day. God is 
faithful, even if we are faithless (2 Timothy 
2:13). The most evident sign of God’s 
faithfulness is the people of Israel. The 
people of Israel have turned against God 
many times, but God never took back 
what he promised to Israel. Paul clearly 
says in Romans 3:3: “What if some were 
unfaithful? Will their unfaithfulness nullify 
God’s faithfulness? Not at all!”

The anniversary conference was held on 
the last day of Pesach. Since the day that 
God led His people out of Egypt, Israel 
was aware that God is faithful to His 

word. She then invited the audience to 
celebrate this day together with the theme 
‘We thank God for His faithfulness.’

>> Grateful
Austrian Shalom cards were distributed, 
and filled in, and will be given to people in 
Israel as a token of friendship by Christians 

in Austria. A film was made especially for 
the occasion about the work of the last ten 
years in Austria. You can watch this movie 
on the website www.israelaktuell.at. Marie-
Louise concluded: “We are grateful that we 
are allowed to do this work and that the Lord 
has given us His love for the people of Israel 
and our Jewish Messiah, Jesus!”

10th Anniversary for C4I Austria
By Marie-Louise Weissenböck, Chairwoman Christians for Israel Austria

On 22 April 2018, Christians for Israel 
kicked off a new initiative on the East 
Coast of America with Pastor Willem 
Glashouwer as the featured speaker.

Although our focus was on Florida, our 
first stop was New York. Pastor Willem 
spoke at a Long Island church with a 
powerful message that inspired the 
congregation. The message was so 
powerful, that a gentleman, whose wife 
had been praying for 15 years for his 
salvation, came to the Lord at the end of 
the service. When asked “Why today?”, the 
gentleman replied: “Pastor Willem’s 
message made so much sense. I have never 
heard it said like that before, it was 
amazing”. His wife was so overcome with 
joy that she couldn’t stop thanking us. 

Our first meeting was a TV interview in 
Florida with Pastor Willem on CTN’s 
“Contending For The Faith” programme, 
which reaches 40 million homes in 
America. Paul Lodato, the host, was blown 
away with the interview and is looking 
forward to having Willem back. The 
programme will air in June or July, then 
uploaded onto the Christians for Israel 
website. CTN has also agreed to advertise 
for future Christians for Israel events. 
Willem will pre-record a 30-second 
commercial especially for this purpose.

On Friday night, after a very warm 
welcome, Willem spoke at the Word of 
Life Church in Fort Myers, Florida. His 
message was inspirational and touched 

the hearts of everyone. Pastor Willem has 
been invited back in February 2019 to 
speak at an event supporting Israel and 
the Jewish people. 

Finally, Pastor Willem spoke at River of 
Life Church in Estero. Many of the 
congregation enthusiastically committed 
to joining us on the Israel Tour in March 
2019. Pastor Todd Weston, Senior Pastor 
at River of Life, supports the Biblical views 
of Israel and joined us on the Christians 
for Israel tour in 2017. He plans on going 
again in 2019. 

It was a wonderful tour with many 
blessings but now the real work begins. 
Our new initiative starts with speaking 
engagements at churches in Florida and 

the east coast. We are pleased to have 
Pastor Nicholas Weston join the C4I USA 
staff as our speaker. He is a fresh new 
voice with a heart for Israel and the 
Church, and we are excited to have him. 

Willem will be joining us for a significant 
Florida-based event planned for 
November this year, with local churches 
also being invited.

Meanwhile, we will be introducing 
Christians for Israel’s ‘Why Israel?’ book 
series into hosting churches to provide a 
deeper understanding of Israel’s 
relationship with God and its role in the 
end times. 

We also plan is to expand our readership 
of Israel & Christians Today newspaper. 

New Initiative in East USA By Douglas Zorn, Christians for Israel USA

Marie-Louise Weissenböck 
speaking at Christians for 

Israel Austria’s 10th 
Anniversary

The Board of Directors of Christians for 
Israel International is pleased to 
announce the following change in 
leadership. 

As of 1 July 2018, Rev. Cornelis Kant will 
succeed Andrew Tucker as Executive 
Director. Andrew Tucker will take on a 
new part-time role for Christians for 
Israel International as International 
Advisor.

Rev. Cornelis (Kees) Kant is 60 years old, 
married to Joke and father of four adult 

children. After working in the banking 
world, Cornelis trained as a theologian, 
and for the last 24 years he has been 
pastor of a church, most recently in 
Katwijk. Cornelis has been a member of 
the Board of Christians for Israel 
Netherlands for three years, speaks 
occasionally in the Netherlands on behalf 
of Christians for Israel, and regularly leads 
tours to Israel. He is author of the book 
“From Eisenach to Bethlehem”.  

Cornelis Kant: ‘Over the ages Israel has 
had little place in Christian theology and 
faith. Since World War II and the re-
establishment of the State of Israel there has 
been a growing interest among Christians 
and churches worldwide in the Biblical 
importance of Israel. 

I see it as a personal calling of God to 
educate and equip Christians in a good 
Biblical understanding of Israel’s everlasting 
place in God’s plans for the world.’

Andrew Tucker has been Executive 
Director of Christians for Israel 
International since 2004. 

Trained as an international lawyer in 
Australia and the UK, from 1987 to 2004 
Andrew worked as legal advisor and 
consultant. Andrew has decided to focus 
his energies on the position of Israel and 
the Jewish people in international law and 
diplomacy. 

Andrew is Legal Counsel to the European 
Coalition for Israel, and founder and Co-
Director of The Hague Initiative for 
International Cooperation, a network of 
international lawyers established in 2017 
to carry out research, publish 
information, and advise on issues 

concerning Israel and international law. 
As Christians for Israel International 
Advisor, Andrew will assist in the 
international development of the 
Christians for Israel ministry, speak and 
write about issues relating to Israel, the 
Church and the nations, and continue as 
Editor-in-chief of the newspaper Israel & 
Christians Today.

Andrew Tucker: “I am extremely thankful 
for my time as Executive Director of 
Christians for Israel International. After 
years of pioneering, it is time for a new 
leadership to consolidate and build on these 
foundations. Cornelis Kant is the right man 
for the job. I am looking forward to using my 
experience as an international lawyer to 
support Israel and the Jewish people. The 
position of Israel under international law is 
complex and often misunderstood. While 
not everything in Israel is perfect, I believe 
that a strong Israel, which respects the 
human rights of all in the land, provides the 
best guarantee for the interests of the Arab 
Palestinians, Israel’s neighbours and in fact 
all nations.” 

C4I Appoints New Executive Director

Rev. Cornelis (Kees) Kant

Andrew Tucker
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Christians for Israel International 
President Rev Willem Glashouwer 
travelled to the South Pacific at the 
beginning of March 2018 for three weeks 
of speaking and ministry. Hosted by 
Christians for Israel New Zealand, Rev 
Glashouwer flew into Auckland, New 
Zealand, for only a few hours. Rev 
Glashouwer and New Zealand director 
Bryce Turner, loaded with several hundred 
kilograms of resources, then flew to Fiji, 
where they were met by the wonderful 
Christians for Israel Fiji team. Leader 
Lepani Makubuna and Board Chairman 
Raphael Jordan, together with their wives, 
families and other team members, had 
organised a busy schedule of meetings and 
seminars which were an outstanding 
success. Returning to New Zealand for 
just one night, Rev Glashouwer, Bryce 
Turner and NZ chairman Graham 
Simpson, then flew to the Cook Islands 
where Christians for Israel Cook Islands 
chairman Bob Williams, along with 
representative ‘Pastor George’, had 
organised a similar programme.

Pastor Edward Ronia, Chairman of 
Awakening the Nations (ATN) writes:

In January 2018, the Israeli Ambassador for 
the Pacific Nations, H.E. Shalev-Schlosser 
Tibor visited a number of countries in the 
Pacific including the Solomon Islands. 
While there, Awakening the Nations 
(ATN) invited him to a seminar especially 
organised so that he could address church 
leaders on the topic, ‘Against All Odds 
Israel Continues to Thrive’. A function was 
held after the seminar at which the 
ambassador met the Solomon Islands 
Prime Minister, H.E. Rick Hou. 

Ian Worby, Christians for Israel Regional 
Director Oceania, was also invited and 
spoke about Christians for Israel. This led 
to a separate meeting about the need to 
establish Christians for Israel in the 
Solomon Islands, and now Christians for 
Israel and the ATN are in the process of 
establishing the new chapter. 

As a part of the development of the new 
Solomon Islands chapter, Christians for 
Israel sponsored the chairman of ATN, 
Pastor Edward Ronia, to travel to the 
Cook Islands to meet Rev Glashouwer.

For Edward, it was a great honour to meet 
and hear Rev Glashouwer. When Edward 
met him, he was sitting with other 
Christians for Israel leaders distributing 
the Israel & Christians Today newspaper 
and the ‘Why Israel?’ book series. Edward 
commented: “Seeing the President sitting 
with other leaders and distributing 
newspapers, he was so humble. Even more 
humbling, was his attitude in the way he 
related to the people around him.”

That morning, after Willem’s public 
address at the Punanga Nui Market, he 
commented that that was his first time 
talking about Israel in an open-air space, 
as he is used to addressing people in big 
conference hall settings. Edward was 
honoured to be asked by Rev Willem 
Glashouwer to join him and Cook Islands 
Pastor Ngamatariki Pouao later that 
afternoon, to share more about Christians 
for Israel. It was indeed a most fruitful 
two hours discussion, where many 
questions were raised and answered while 
the breeze and the sound of the breaking 
waves of the beautiful Pacific Ocean on 
the shores below was music to their ears. 

The next morning, Willem spoke at the 
New Hope Church; a Pentecostal church 
looked after by Pastor John Tangi and the 
amazing Pastor George. In Willem’s address, 
he presented Israel as God’s firstborn son 
created for His purpose and Jesus as God’s 
only ‘begotten’ Son. It was interesting to 
receive feedback from pastors, about how 
they have never heard such truths from the 
Word of God about Israel before.

His second engagement for the day was at 
the Vakaviti Church of the Assemblies of 
God. This was the climax of his visit to the 
Cook Islands; the official launch of 
Christians for Israel Cook Islands. The 
praise and worship at the service was 
lively, led by the Vakaviti and Cornerstone 
Churches music teams. Bob Williams, 
Chairman of Christians for Israel Cook 
Islands, and Pastor George dedicated a 
prayer for the launch. Willem shared how 

God keeps expanding Christians for Israel 
throughout the world. This is 
demonstrated by the willingness of 
different nations to translate the book 
‘Why Israel?’ into their own language, so 
far over 40 different languages. 

The message of Christians for Israel - to 
reveal the truth of God’s purpose for the 
nation of Israel - is indeed new for the 
church, especially against the cultural 
error in the church’s teaching that the 
church has replaced Israel. Edward is 
convinced that this is a divine mandate on 
the ATN to strongly support Christians 
for Israel, to advance the message of 
revealed truths about Israel from the 
Word of God among the nations of the 
Pacific. Following Ps. Edward’s successful 
visit to the Cook Islands, we look forward 
to the official launching of Christians for 
Israel Solomon Islands soon. 

Christians for Israel in the Cook Islands
By Edward Ronia, Chairman of Awakening the Nations (ATM)

Edward Ronia and 
Rev. Willem Glashouwer at 

Punanga Nui Market, Raratonga

“After the Holocaust, 
from one family,  a 
boy survived, from 
another family, a 
girl. They were my 
grandparents.” 

This was how Orly 
Wolstein from the 

Israeli integration programme, ‘First Home 
in the Homeland’ began her story during a 
speaking tour with Christians for Israel in 
South Germany. 

Orly was born in the Ukrainian town of 
Herson, where she saw the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, studied in Kiev, Konstanz 
and Frankfurt and eventually decided to 
go to Israel with her daughter. “I only took 
one backpack, just in case I had to run after 
my daughter. When we were ready to leave, a 
white VW van arrived and took us to the 
airport. At the time, I knew nothing about 
Christians for Israel.”

>> 500,000km
The rest of the story on the bus is 
provided by Christians for Israel staff 
member Natalya Kryzhanovsky from Kiev. 

“One day, our pastor came up to me and said, 
‘Natalya, here is the key for a Volkswagen 
van, for your ministry with the Jewish people. 
The Lord says He needs this donkey. Years 

before, the Lord had told my husband and I, 
that He wanted to use us to bring His people 
home. By now, the ‘donkey’ has travelled half 
a million kilometres, ‘Ukrainian kilometres!’ 
Natalya added, referring to the run-down 
state of the roads. 

Thousands of Jewish people have sat on 
its seats, they’ve used the free ride to 
request their documents at the Israeli 
embassy and have eventually ended 2,000 
years of Diaspora to go home to Israel. 

>> Grandchildren of 
the War 
“In Kiev, I ran for my life.” This was all my 
own (Anemone Rüger’s) grandfather could 
manage whenever Kiev was mentioned, 
before memories  overwhelmed him – 
memories of withdrawal battles in 
November 1943, when he was fleeing from 
the Red Army with his 208th German 
Infantry Division. What he experienced 
during those years on the Eastern Front was 
something he would forever keep to himself.  

Perhaps he also cried because he realised 
that now, in the generation of his own 
grandchildren, a window of grace has 
been opened up for Germans to go to 
Ukraine; to kneel down at the mass 
graves, to ask survivors for forgiveness, 

have a chat with them, bring food parcels 
and help them on their way to Israel.    
The children of your oppressors will come 
bowing before you. (Isaiah 60: 14)     
250,000 Jewish people in Ukraine are still 
wondering what to do. More than 17,000 
survivors are still waiting for us, the 

descendants of their German oppressors, 
to bring healing in a way only we can. Or 
they are waiting for us to come back 
because we have become part of their 
family; they want to celebrate Hanukkah 
with us, Pesach, and 9 May, the day of 
victory over the Nazi regime. 

Ukraine: The Last Survivors
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

Christians for Israel offers one-week working trips to Ukraine where groups pack food parcels 
and visit Jewish communities. You can also help Jewish people in Ukraine return home to Israel. 
We ask you to pray for them; pray that their longing to return home may be fulfilled. The cost
of helping one person to make Aliyah to Israel is Au $277; a food parcel costs Au $14. You 
can donate on the coupon on the back page or donate online at www.c4israel.com.au.

Anniversary of the German attack on the Soviet Union: Lothar Hartmann, a participant in the 
Chrtistians for Israel working trip, hugs Rita Shveybysh, who at age five, was marched to the Pechora 
death camp in winter of 1941 and was the only survivor from her family. 
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Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavorim),

What an incredible couple of 
months we have just seen 
fulfilled in Israel and on the 
World stage.
Finally after decades of promises and 
years of speculation America has finally 
moved its Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem—all culminating on Israel’s 
70th anniversary—of it’s rebirth and 
declaration of independence on the 
14th of May 1948.

Quite a number of other countries, 
buoyed by the decision of American 
president Donald Trump, followed 
his leadership and made similar 
announcements. In fact some 11 nations 
have indicated that they would also be 
relocating their embassy to Jerusalem, 
recognising that Israel as a sovereign 
nation has the right, like any other 
country to determine its capital.

Jerusalem has always been the capital 
of Israel since King David made it so 
over 3,000 years ago. In fact it has never 
been the capital for any other nation or 
people group in history.

So why has the world made such a 
fuss of this declaration? Why has some 
close nations like Australia and Canada, 
New Zealand and the United Kingdom 
been so slow in standing with Israel in 
recognising her sovereign capital?

Despite all of the rhetoric and words of 
friendship between our governments, 
and despite 10,000 plus signatures 
petitioning the Senate, which was tabled 
without opposition last December, 
Australia is still in the valley of decision.

Let’s continue to pray and encourage 
our national leaders to do the right 
thing so we can invoke the Blessings 
and prosperity promised in the words 
given to Abraham by the Lord Himself.

Genesis 12:2-3 is God’s foreign policy 
for Israel. It says, 

”I will make you into a great nation, 
and I will bless you; I will make your name 

great, so that you will be a blessing. I 
will bless those who bless you and curse 
those who curse you; and all the peoples 
of the earth will be blessed through you.” 

We want Australia to be amongst the 
sheep nations that God will bless and 
Not among the Goat nations (those who 
say “But But”) that God will separate for 
Judgement. (see Matthew 25)

I encourage you to attend the speaking 
events with our trusted tour guide, 
“the Jerusalem Watchman”, Stan 
Goodenough, as he travels around the 
country in August see his article and 
itinerary on pages 2-3.

Continued expansion in  
the Islands
I write this report as I prepare to travel 
to Papua New Guinea and later the 
Solomon Islands for my 
ministry work with United 
Christian Broadcasters, 
but also I hope to make 
some good connections 
to establish a Christians 
for Israel base in PNG as 
we have initiated in the 
Solomons and Vanuatu. 
Please pray that the lord 
will establish trusted 
leaders who will share 
the message and help us 
to publish and distribute 
the Newspaper with a 
local insert for these 
strategic Island nations. 
As the prophet Isaiah declared in the 
end of 66:19 

”...to the distant islands that have 
not heard of my fame or seen my glory. 
They will proclaim my glory among the 
nations.”

And also spoken by Jeremiah 31:10 

“Hear the word of the LORD, O ye 
nations, And declare it in the islands afar 
off, and say: ‘He that scattered Israel 
doth gather him, And keep him, as a 
shepherd doth his flock.’”

Please see the report from the Cook 
Islands by our new C4I Chairman from 
the Solomon Islands, Ps Edward Ronia, 
on International page 6.

Also look at the feature on our 80 year 
old friend Victor Schlatter with his award 
for working within the Pacific island 
nations encouraging and teaching the 
locals about the importance of Israel 
and the church in these last days. See 
our insert on page 10.

Unique New Resources 
This edition we are introducing some 
new resource books on INTL page 10 
and the special limited edition Israel 70 
commemorative magazine. They have 
not yet arrived but we are expecting 
them soon. Please be patient, and if you 
wish to secure your edition before they 
are all gone we are taking pre-orders 
and will send them out to you without 
any postage charges when they arrive.

Aliyah Special lift-out feature
Christians for Israel is excited to present 
to you a special 4 page lift out feature 
on the amazing work of our volunteers 
and international team who have 
helped with getting the Jewish people 
back home to Israel after they have 
been scattered for millennia to the four 
corners of the Globe.

Our aim is to raise 
sufficient funds to 
Bring 70 Olim (jewish 
refugees) back home to 
Israel as we celebrate 
70 years of her rebirth 
as a nation—just as the 
Scriptures said would 
happen.

A big thank you 
to everyone who 
has faithfully and 
generously given to 
help bring these Jewish 
families home to the 
land of promise, and 

who fund the food, clothing, transport 
and assimilation programs like First 
Home in the Home land. May the Lord 
Bless you as you Bless and comfort His 
people.

Israel Tours and Study Tours— 
This Year and Next. 
Our tour to Israel with Vision Christian 
Tours is almost full with two buses now 
booked. Mandy and I are now taking 
expressions of interest for our September 
Tour to Israel, Jordan and Turkey in 2019.  
Call our trusted agents Olive Tree Travel 
1300 550 830 for details.

Other tours are being organised with our 
friend Barry Rodgers and the Australian 
Light Horse Association. See his article 
on page 8.

Paul and Marg Longfield are also 
planning a tour in October with their 
Kings of Kings International Ministry. For 
details email paul.longfield8@gmail.
com or 0410456806.

Next year we will be encouraging our 
readers and supporters to attend the 
Study Tour after our Bi-annual Christians 
for Israel Forum in Jerusalem—the 
Study Tour Dates are Saturday March 9 
to Friday 15, 2019. 

Judy Russell will also be leading a 
Special Almond Blossom Tour, Feb-
March 2019, to visit some of our 
C4I projects in Ukraine, Poland and 
Israel. Those interested can stay on 
for the Forum or the post forum study.  
See details on page 8.

Positions Vacant
We have had a number of changes at 
the C4I QLD office and are looking for 
one or two volunteers with computer 
data entry and book keeping skills to 
help with our small team as we look 
after all the enquiries and orders for 
products and donations for our Aliyah 
and humanitarian projects. If you live 
near the Underwood/Springwood area 
of Logan (between Brisbane and the 
Gold Coast) and could give a few hours 
as a volunteer one day or half day a 
week (usually Monday’s) then please 
email our treasurer Katherine Chew  
kchew@c4israel.com.au for details.

Please continue to pray for the peace 
of Jerusalem and Israel according to  
Pslam 122:6

Please consider making a 
special Love Gift to Comfort 
the lord’s people
We are still asking for $70 as part of our 
Israel 70th commemorations to help 
cover the printing and postage costs 
of the newspaper and to help us start 
printing copies for our Island neighbours 
in PNG, the Solomons and Vanuatu. 

When you make your gift please be sure 
to make your cheque or money order 
out to ‘Christians for Israel Australia Inc’ 
and give us your contact details so we 
can send you a receipt. 

Please also prayerfully consider making 
a generous gift in helping to bring 
one or more Jews home in the Aliyah 
projects that we are committed to as 
featured in this special edition.

Every Blessing to you all in the name of 
Yeshua Ha Meshiach (Jesus the Messiah) 
our coming King. And if the Lord leads, 
enables and provides, may we see you 
next year in Jerusalem.

Ian Worby  
National Leader & Regional Director for 
Christians for Israel Australia & Oceania.

Australia’s Embassy - Next Year in Jerusalem?

Ian and Mandy Worby in Jerusalem
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by Ian Worby – National Leader and Regional Director for Oceania 

Why has... 
Australia... 

been so slow 
in standing 

with Israel in 
recognising 

her sovereign 
capital?
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Over the last few years, in 
the lead-up to the Beersheba 
centenary, I have actively 
promoted the view that 
Australia—in timely fashion 
and emulating its famed Light 
Horsemen—could once again 
lead the charge, recognise 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
and place its embassy there.
In 2016, I sat in the Australian Embassy 
in Tel Aviv and asked then-Ambassador 
to Israel, David Sharma, why it was that 
his country would not take the initiative 
and do the right thing in Israel—as it had 
with every other one of its embassies 
and high commissions around the 
world—by placing its embassy in the 
designated capital.

He replied that it was “not Australian 
statecraft” to do so.

A few months later, I put the question 
to former Prime Minister Tony 
Abbott during a ‘chance encounter’ 
at Jerusalem’s Holocaust Memorial 
Museum. His response was very 
different: “If I was prime minister I would 
do it today.”

Later that year, as we approached 100 
years marking the Battle of Beersheba 
and the celebrated legacy of the 
800 Light Horsemen, people around 
Australia responded to this voiced hope: 
that on this pivotal issue of the embassy 
move to Jerusalem, their nation might 
again show the maverick brand of 
courage and spirit that so defined those 
WW1 soldiers, and of whom Aussies are 
so justifiably proud.  

This hope was articulated in a petition 
signed by 8,300 citizens and tabled in 
the Senate in Canberra last December 5.

Sadly, if unsurprisingly, it was virtually 
ignored by the Australian press.

The next day, however, US President 
Donald Trump made his move. He 
formally recognised Jerusalem as 
Israel’s designated capital and promised 
to place his nation’s embassy in the city. 

On May 14 this year he kept his word.

America had seized the pole position. 
Any other country that might have 
wanted to lead was left floating in 
Washington’s wake.

But surely, just because Australia wasn’t 
out front, doesn’t mean it shouldn’t 
follow right behind?

The fact that the world’s most powerful 
nation moved first and weathered on its 
broad shoulders the opprobrium of the 
pro-Arab world has helped pave the way 
for other nations to 
take the same step.

Now there are some 
Aust ra l ians—Jews 
and Christians—
who believe that, 
rather than as an 
opportunity seized, 
this matter should be 
advanced gradually 
and carefully over the 
coming years. (The 
idea – and it’s a good 
one, but let me put it 
in context – is being 
floated that a Jewish-
Christian alliance 
formed around this 
issue could help to 
move it forward.)

These Aussies feel 
that what is more 
important are the 
smaller signs of 
Australia’s friendship, 
like the Turnbull government’s May 15 
decision to side with the US —the only 
other nation to do so—against a UN 
Human Rights Commission resolution 
calling for an international inquiry into 
Gaza.

Certainly it’s a good thing when these 
two nations—Australia and America 
—walk in lockstep on right and wrong 
concerning Israel.

And nowhere is it more right than when 
nations who say they recognise Israel as 
a sovereign state respect its choice of 
capital and place their embassies there.

So why the apparent tendency—even 
on the right of the political spectrum—
to cling to the idea that “we should go 
along more quietly for now.”

Respectfully, I couldn’t disagree more.
The history of Zionism and of Israel’s 
rebirth, growth and often-miraculous 
advance has seen two approaches to 
the realization of Ha’Tikva - the Hope. 

Both work. The key is to understand that 
they work in tandem.

The first is to create step-by-step “facts 
on the ground” and 
move gradually ahead 
as political realities 
permit. There has 
been a time to quietly 
and persistently build 
up the Jewish villages 
and towns in Samaria 
and Judea.

But while the quiet 
building is going on—
and ongoing—the 
enemies of Israel are 
actively, and without 
pause, shaping their 
own battle plans to 
destroy the Jewish 
state.

The second way, then, 
with this ever-present 
activity against Israel 
in mind, is to recognise 
and seize historical 
opportunities when 
they appear. 

This is what General Harry Chauvel did 
when, as the sun was setting and with 
time running out, he ordered his Light 
Horsemen to mount up and—in what 
logic insisted was an act of madness— 
ride straight into the enemy’s guns.

This is what David Ben Gurion did 
when, against the advice of many, 
and with the dire warnings from 
the US sounding in his ears, he cast 
the deciding vote to declare Israel 
independent on May 14, 1948.

And this is what Donald Trump did 
when, against the wishes of virtually 

the entire international community, he 
proclaimed the US Embassy open in 
Jerusalem on May 14, 2018.

These visionary men seized hold of 
history, defied history, changed the 
course of history, and fulfilled history.

So, there is a place for going slowly, and 
there are times, against this backdrop, 
when it is necessary to move.

Right now, it makes every good sense 
for Australia to “strike while the iron 
is hot” – to recognise Jerusalem and 
relocate its embassy there while much 
of the world’s fury has played itself out.

On May 15, the President of the 
Zionist Federation of Australia, 
Danny Lamm, wrote to Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull:

“Jerusalem is and always has been 
the beating heart of the Jewish people; 
it has been the capital of the Jewish 
nation for over 3,000 years. The Israel 
government functions from Jerusalem, 
the courts rule from there. The 
Prime Minister, your friend Benjamin 
Netanyahu, resides in Jerusalem.

“Every sovereign nation should have 
the right to define where their capital 
is. As it currently stands, 124 countries 
around the world are involved in some 
sort of territorial dispute, and yet 123 
of them still choose their own capitals. 
Moving Australia’s Embassy to Jerusalem 
will simply right a historical wrong.

“In light of the US Embassy opening 
on Monday, the Guatemalan Embassy 
on Wednesday and Paraguay by the end 
of the month, I urge you to reconsider 
this issue. I think of Australia as a leader 
in ethical and moral behaviour, and I 
believe that we should also be seen as 
leaders in correcting a wrong.

“For your government to champion 
such a move, to lead what we would 
hope would be a motion supported from 
both sides of parliament, would reaffirm 
your strong commitment to the State of 
Israel, its sovereignty, its democracy and 
the values we share.”

And in the understanding of former 
Ambassador David Sharma the way 

...all Foreign 
Minister Julie 
Bishop need 

do is rent 
an office in 
the city and 

raise the 
Australian 
flag at the 

door. 

by Stan Goodenough

NEEDED: 
A rented 
office and an 
Australian flag



3June 2018 continued... plus, Australian speaking tour.

AUG 16 – SEP 11 2018

Stan Goodenough’s 2018 Australian Speaking tour

For more details and if you’d like to host Stan please contact Joy Heylen: joyhey50@gmail.com or 0439661996
Date & Venue details are below and will also be made available from www.c4israel.com.au

SOUTH-EAST QLD

Thursday Aug 16th, Toowoomba, 7.30pm, 
Toowoomba City Church, 10 Neil St,  
Barry Rodgers 0428662528
Friday Aug 17th, Nambour, 7pm  Flame Tree 
Church, 27 Coes Creek Road. 07 54411028
Saturday Aug 18th Shailer Park 9.30 for 10am 
start to 3pm The Kimberley Park Centre,  
Cnr Chatswood & Lyndale St.  
Peter Schuptar 0412911383
Sunday Aug 19th Gleneagle 6pm, (near 
Beaudesert) Harvest Point Church, 25 Walker St. 
Church Office 07 5543 1044 or  
Carolyn Moxey 0407030563

SYDNEY and CANBERRA

Monday Aug 20th Sydney. 12pm-3.30pm  
Preston Stanley Room, NSW Parliament,  
6 Macquarie St. Hosted by Rev Fred Nile.  
Cost $15. RSVP Judy Russell by Aug 13 on 
0410403616 or judy.russell@iinet.net.au 

North Bondi 7.30pm Mizrachi Synagogue Hall,  
339 Old South Head Road.  
RSVP mizrachi@mizrachi.org.au  
Tuesday Aug 21st North Shore area 7.30pm, 
Venue TBA. Contact: Ph Jane O’Neill,  
0405 237 029 or janeoneill@iinet.net.au
Wednesday Aug 22 Canberra Venue to TBA  
Ph Jane O’Neill as above

MELBOURNE 

Friday Aug 24 South Caulfield, 6pm Central 
Shule Chabad, 4 Maple St. Contact Steven Green, 
steven@olivetreetravel.com.au

TASMANIA Contact Trish Cortizo Ph 
0421638453 for all meetings

Saturday Aug 25th Ulverstone, 10.30am 
-12.30pm, Baptist Church, 60 Alexandra Road, 

Launceston 4-6pm Gateway Baptist Church,  
22 Wellington St. 

Sunday Aug 26th Hobart. 4-6pm, Citywide 
Baptist Church, 400 Cambridge Road, Mornington.

VICTORIA

Tuesday Aug 28th Geelong, 7pm City On A Hill 
Church, 230 McKillop St, East Geelong  Contact 
Colin Brown 0409 453 607
Wednesday Aug 29th Sunbury, 1.30pm,  
Sunbury Baptist, 207 Gap Road.  
Contact Lois Gallus, lggallus@icloud.com  
Bendigo, 7pm The Conference Room, Bendigo 
Baptist Church, 757 McIvor Highway, Junorton, 
03 54493039 or 03 54421707
Thursday Aug 30th (Private meeting by invite only) 
Caulfield, Melbourne.                               

Friday Aug 31st Frankston South. 6pm for 6.30 
pm start. Frankston Baptist, 56 Yuille St. Contact 
Paul and Margaret Longfield 0410456806      
Saturday Sept 1st 10.30am Celebrate Messiah, 
Venue TBA 03 95635544 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Sunday Sept 2nd Perth TBA

Tuesday Sept 4th Joondalup, (Perth)  
7pm Global Heart Church, 10 Winton Rd,  
Contact Jeremy Crouch 08 93010733                          

Wednesday Sept 5th Perth TBA

NORTHERN TERRORITY

Thursday Sept 6th Darwin. TBA Contact Pastor 
Bruce Clow, crccpastor@gmail.com
Friday Sept 7th Darwin TBA

Saturday Sept 8th Bakewell/Darwin. am Inter-
Church Breakfast Crossroads Palmerston, 9 
Moorhen Circuit, Contact Pastor Bruce Clow, 
crccpastor@gmail.com

NORTH/CENTRAL Q/LAND

Saturday Sept 8th Cairns pm Venue TBA 
Contact Pastor Melissa Haigh 0439352465       

Sunday Sept 9th Cairns TBA

Monday Sept 10th   Mackay 7pm Church of 
Christ, Beaconsfield Rd, Beaconsfield. Contact 
Pastor Peter Clegg, 0417 855 095  
admin@mackaychurchofchrist.org
Tuesday Sept 11th Mackay 9am Church of 
Christ, Beaconsfield Rd, Beaconsfield.  
Contact - as above. 

Stan’s Current Itinerary:

ahead has now been cleared and 
Australia should act.

In an op-ed in the Sydney Morning 
Herald on May 18 he wrote: 

“Now the United States has broken 
the taboo, as a pragmatic and solution-
oriented nation Australia should be 
prepared to lend our support to this 
common-sense proposition. We should 
consider recognising Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel…”

Reasons voiced for not doing this right 
away are feeble, to say the least. Some 
say there is no suitable property in 

Jerusalem for an Australian Embassy.

But all Foreign Minister Julie Bishop 
need do is rent an office in the city and 
raise the Australian flag at the door. 

If Guatemala and Paraguay could make 
such a provisional move until a future 
diplomatic district or embassy enclave 
can be built, certainly Australia can.

In a Scriptural end-note, Zechariah 
8:23 tells us:

“Thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘In 
those days ten men from every language 
of the nations shall grasp the sleeve of a 
Jewish man, saying, “Let us go with you, 

for we have heard that God is with you.”
• Ten nations.
• Ten embassies.
• The first wave.
• The US. Guatemala.
• Paraguay.
• The Czech president announcing a 

three-phase embassy relocation. 
• Reports in Israel on May 22 that 

Romania will move its embassy to 
Jerusalem in June.

• Reports at the time of writing that 
20,000 Swiss have just petitioned 
their government to make the move.

Will Australia, having 
missed the opportunity 
to be a game-changer, 
now do the right thing, 
stand with Israel and 
add its name to the 
exalted list of those 
who do? 
It is my active prayer and working 
target to see this come to pass.  

In 1864, famed British Baptist preacher 
Charles Spurgeon categorically 
dedared, concerning the anticipated 
restoration of the nation of Israel, that:

There will be a native government again; 
there will again be the form of a body 
politic; a State shall be incorporated, 
and a King shall reign (emphasis added).

70 years ago, Israel was reborn as the 
nation state of the Jewish people.

50 years ago, for the first time in over 
two millennia, a united Jerusalem under 
Jewish rule was restored as the capital 
of their State. According to Spurgeon’s 
Scripture-based assertion, these events 
must be seen as prepatory to the 
coming “on earth as it is in heaven’’ of 
the Kingdom of God.

Australia’s part played in Israel’s rebirth 
was pivotal, and painful. 100 years ago, 
Australian Diggers formed a spearhead 
in the British Army’s liberation of the 
Holy Land: from the Beersheba Light 
Horse charge on October 31, 1917 
to the Turks’ routing at Tzemach the 
following year.

Due principally to the pernicious heresy 
of Replacement Theology, too few 
Aussie Christians have connected the 
political dots on the Biblical page and 
so appreciate the role their nation has 
already played in “preparing the way” 
for the Kingdom:

In the heart of Jerusalem stands the 
Mountain of the lord, the place He 
has chosen for His Throne, where He 
has resolved to seat His King. The 

combined and concerted mass effort of 
the international community to prevent 
this are futile.

This is the light in which we should 
view US President Donald Trump’s 
significant December 6, 2017 decision 
to recognise Jerusalem as the capital 
of the Jewish state and to place the US 
Embassy there. 

Condemned and derided around the 
world, Trump’s actions in fact align with 
the purposes of God.

What about Australia? In the significant 
ANZAC Centenary years has she 
exhausted her part in the Divine Drama? 
Is she being dragged the wrong way? 
God forbid! Why and how is this 
happening? What can you do about it?

Israel - From State to Kingdom: Australia’s Part
Stan Goodenough is an Evangelical 
Christian (Gentile), a journalist and an 

Israeli- accredited 
tour guide. For 
nearly 30 years 
that Jerusalem has 
been his home, 
he has witnessed 
the unparalleled 
wonder of 
Israel’s ongoing 

restoration, and the growing global 
hostility and threat against her.

The conviction that Australia can 
yet play a major role in securing the 
Jewish people in their land brings Stan 
here on his fourth visit since 2014.

www.jerusalemwatchman.org
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by Dr Kameel Majdali

Jerusalem: Magnet for Christian Visits 
(Part Two)

In Part 01 of our series about 
Jerusalem and Christians 
visits, we learned that the 
‘river of pilgrimage’ has 
been flowing from the very 
beginning of the church age.
Christians constitute the highest 
amount of sacred visitors to a holy city 
which is also sacred to Judaism and 
Islam, too. This growing phenomena in 
Christian visits is even more remarkable 
considering that neither Christ nor the 
apostles command it, and there is more 
of a spiritual, rather than geographic, 
emphasis in Christian worship.

We also learned why Christians visit 
Jerusalem. They can be summarised in 
two key words:

Devotion: From the very beginning, 
Christians have been motivated to 
visit Jerusalem so that they can ‘walk 
where Jesus walked.’ Following in the 
footsteps of the Master is a strong sign 
of devotion.

Education: Pious believers visit 
Jerusalem because they want to learn 
more about the Bible. Considering that 
Jerusalem is mentioned over 811 times 
in the KJV, it is indisputably the premier 
city of Scripture. 

What is remarkable is that these twin 
pillars of devotion and education can 
be applied across the board, to pilgrims 
from every denomination and every 
century of the church age. 

The Tourism Factor
To the ancient practice of Christian 
pilgrimage we need to add the 
phenomena of modern mass tourism. It 
is a multi-billion dollar growth industry 
and has been particularly potent since 
the end of the Second World War. 
How does modern tourism affect time-
honoured Christian pilgrimage?

We begin by defining tourist: 

An individual who temporarily leaves 
their home and travels in order to pursue 
pleasure and holiday-making.

There is both domestic and international 
tourism. In many countries incoming non-
residents and non-immigrants receive 
a ‘tourist visa,’ whether their purpose 
is business, religious, or recreational. 
Specifically, an international tourist is 
a person who enters a country for the 
purpose of touring, pleasure, leisure, 
and/or sightseeing. 

Since the Second World War, there 
is has been a measurable rise in the 
disposable income and discretionary 
time. No longer is tourism reserved for 
the rich and famous; travel costs have 
become more affordable. This means 
that working class people can now do 
international tourism. Many nations, 
especially those with limited natural 
resources, welcome the trend towards 
mass tourism as a means of earning hard 
currency, providing jobs, and building 
better international relations. 

The advent of the modern tourist 
industry has had an incalculable effect 
on Christian visits to the Holy City, 

especially since 1967. After the June 
(Six Day) War, Israel captured territory 
which contains some of the most 
important holy (Biblical) sites in the 
world. In recognition 
of this fact, Israel’s 
Ministry of Tourism 
sought for ways 
to attract as many 
Christian visitors as 
possible. Naturally, 
Jewish tourism was 
also encouraged but 
with only 14 million 
Jews worldwide and 
6.5 million in Israel 
alone, the potential 
of mass Jewish 
tourism is limited. 
The Christian world 
potentially offers 
tens of millions of potential visitors., 
who can visit the Biblical sites, invest 
money, and return home as good-will 
ambassadors.

Israel’s Ministry of Tourism
The Israeli Ministry of Tourism began 
the (Christian) Pilgrimage Promotion 
Department. Starting with virtually 
no knowledge of Christianity, the 
department learned the vocabulary used 
by different Christian denominations, the 
numerous holy and feast days, and the 
significance of the major and minor holy 
sites. They produced travel posters (the 
Church of the Annunciation in Nazareth 
was a favoured pre-1967 theme; since 
then the skyline of Jerusalem is the most 
common), and pilgrims’ maps. Christians 
worldwide have been encouraged 
to visit their favourite holy places of 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, the Sea of Galilee, 
and Jerusalem, all under one roof.

Full-page ads were placed in Christian 
periodicals stating ‘Come walk where 
Jesus Walked... Israel Government 
Tourist Office.’ Israel Information 
Nights, which featured film and talks, 
were hosted in major centres. Free or 
subsidised tours were offered to pastors 
and Christian leaders with the view 
that they will bring a tour of their own 

in the future. Furthermore, the Ministry 
of Tourism embarked on an ambitious 
program of training Israelis as licensed 
guides, building hotels, importing air-

conditioned top of 
the line tour buses, 
and including 
archaeological sites, 
museums, and 
the Yad Va Shem 
Holocaust Memorial 
onto the tour 
itinerary. While the 
Ministry of Tourism 
seeks to attract all 
kinds of tourists, 
including secular 
holiday-makers to 
Tel Aviv and Eilat, it 
has been especially 
effective in targeting 

Christians to come to Jerusalem.

The efforts of the pilgrimage promotion 
department and the ministry of tourism 
have paid off. According to the Central 
Bureau of Statistics, tourist numbers to 
Israel have increased from a 1972 figure 
of 727,533 visitors to a 1990 total of 
1,341,700.

Here are some interesting statistics:

Tourism to Israel (of which 2/3rds are 
Christians and 90% plus of these visit 
Jerusalem) was a follows:

1970-1979: 7.7 million total 
1980-1989: 12.6 million 
1990-1999: 20.3 million 
2000-2009: 19.3 million (the second 
intifada of 2000-2004 is the reason for 
the dip)

In the year 2016 alone, there was a 
grand total of 3,069,800 tourists.1 

Palestinian Arabs are also interested in 
being part of the tourist industry. Since 
1986 Bethlehem University offers a 
tour-guide course and school of hotel 
management. Since the Oslo accords 
of 1993, the Palestinians are custodians 
of some important Biblical sites, like the 
Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, 
the Tomb of the Patriarchs in Hebron, 

the city of Samaria (also known as 
Sebastiyah), and Jacob’s Well (John 4) 
near Nablus. Even in Israeli hotels in 
Jerusalem, Tiberias, and elsewhere, 
many of the employees are Arabs.

There is evidence that Jerusalem is the 
universal destination of all Christian Holy 
Land tour itineraries and a regular stop 
on the vast majority of private Christian 
visits. One survey called estimated that 
over 90% of Christians visited Jerusalem. 
Even Northern Europeans who have a 
winter ‘sun holiday’ in Eilat on the Red 
Sea, using a chartered flight, make sure 
they stop by Jerusalem to visit holy sites 
before returning home.

The promotion and marketing of tourism 
to the holy land definitely explains the 
increased number of visitors. Yet these 
promoters do not have to do a ‘hard 
sell:’ Jerusalem is a magnet for Christian 
visits in its own right. 

To be continued.
1 Statistics courtesy of the Israel Central Bureau 

of Statistics.
___________________________________

Kameel Majdali is 
Director of Teach 
All Nations (TAN), 
a Bible ministry in 
Melbourne, Australia 
(tan.org.au). He is 
an ordained minister 
with the Australian 
Christian Churches 
(ACC, also known 
as AOG). His PhD 
at the University 

of Melbourne was on modern Christian 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem. 

Kameel has 2 programs on Vision Christian 
Radio called ‘Faith and the Future’ and ‘On 
the Rock’ (vision.org.au). From August 
to October, he will be on tour in the 4th 
Annual, Australia-Wide, Understanding 
the Times Tour, in partnership with 
Vision. This year’s message - The Trump 
Declaration: Jerusalem, Jihad, and the 
Coming of Jesus. Details available at 
vision.org.au/kameel-tour

Photo: Australian Pilgrims taking in Jerusalem’s iconic Temple Mount from the Mount of Olives.
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by Peter Kentley

Flight to the Future – Departure 16 October 2017

When I checked in to Cathay Pacific 
Melbourne Airport on 16 October 2017 
for my flight to Israel, the courteous 
airline agent advised:

“Sorry sir, we can’t give you your 
assigned seat from Hong Kong to Tel 
Aviv. You’ll have to re-check for your 
seat assignment at Hong Kong airport”.

Some twelve hours later in Hong 
Kong it was the same story at the 
transit check-in counter. My assigned 
Premium Economy seat 31A on flight 
CX 104 Hong Kong to Tel Aviv was not 
available. Oh well, I thought, maybe 
there is someone interesting I can talk 
with in my new seat assignment.

After a five-hour transit in Hong Kong, 
boarding time arrived, and I walked 
down the aerobridge to board a 
brand-new Airbus A350 aircraft. As 
a former Airbus A340 Captain I was 
looking forward to discovering all the 
new passenger features of this latest 
technology aeroplane. I am a detail 
person and I looked forward to checking 
out every nuance of this latest Airbus 
design for passenger safety, comfort 
and entertainment.

As I looked for my newly assigned 
Premium Economy seat in row 31 
in the centre of the cabin, a Jewish 
Dad wearing a kippah (scull cap) was 
settling his family into the same row. 
They had two little children and a baby 
in a bassinet which was affixed to the 
bulkhead in front of seats 31 AB. This 
was obviously the reason why I had 
a seat re-assignment. Then the Dad 
approached me and asked me my 
name. “Peter”, I replied.

“Peter”, he continued, “I’m booked in 
that business class seat on the other 
side of the bulkhead but I’d rather 
be back here with my family. Would 
you mind swapping with me please?” 
I looked quizzically at him and his 
family and happily accepted his kind 
offer. There was no objection from the 
Flight Attendants, so I now had the 
unexpected pleasure of a full horizontal 
reclining Business Class seat to Israel. 
During the flight I asked him three times 
if he wanted to swap his seat back, but 
no, he wanted to stay with his family.

Now there was an unexpected and 
emotional twist to this story.

My Dad was born to a Jewish Family in 
a town called Valaskabela in what was 
then part of Czechoslovakia. At four 
years old both his parents died from the 
Spanish Flu—of which some 50 million 

people died worldwide in 1918-19. My 
dad then went to live in Budapest with 
his grandfather and step grandmother. 
However, the step grandmother didn’t 
want my dad to live in their home, so he 
grew up in boarding school.

After leaving school my dad’s Uncle, 
Peter Partos, sent him to a Hotel 
Management course in Switzerland. 
After graduation he took up his first job 
as a trainee manager at the Imperial 
Hotel in Rome. My dad then decided 
that Europe under the dominance of 
Hitler and the Nazis was no place for 
a Jew, so in 1938 he managed to buy 
a ticket on a ship bound for Australia. 
In 1943 he met my Mum in Melbourne. 
They fell in love, married and in 1946 I 
was born as ‘one new person from Jew 
and Gentile’ parents:

“He (Jesus) made peace between 
Jews and Gentiles by creating in Himself 
one new people from the two groups.” - 
Ephesians 2:15 NLT

On 24 April 1942 in war torn Europe 
all my dad’s family were rounded up by 
the Nazis in Bratislava and deported in 
cattle cars to the Auschwitz death camp. 
Over 7000 Jews died in cattle cars en-
route to Nazi death camps.

After the end of the war in Europe my 
dad received a telegram on 20th Sept 
1945 from his uncle, Peter Partos, to say 
that only he had survived the Auschwitz 
camp. All the other family members 
had died in the Nazi gas chambers of 
the holocaust.

Peter Partos was a doctor and he served 
as such in the camp. After liberation in 
1945 he went to a recuperation hospital 
in the mountains of Czechoslovakia 

where he met and fell in love with a 
nurse. They later married and had one 
son, Stephen. That son in turn married 
and had two children, one of whom now 
lives in Israel.

Dr Partos’ new wife had fought during 
the war as a Slovakian partisan with 
the Russians against the Nazis in 
Czechoslovakia. 90,000 Russian soldiers 
died in the liberation of Bratislava 
alone. After the war Dr Partos’ new wife 
attended Communist Internationale 
conferences in Moscow and became a 
friend of the wife of Lenin. Meanwhile 
during the 1960’s I grew up in Turramurra 
NSW during the Vietnam War when 
anything pink was communist.

Back on board CX 104, stretched 
out on a lie-flat business class seat, 
flying from Hong Kong to Tel Aviv, I 
emotionally contemplated the course of 
events from my father’s family entrapped 
in cattle cars going to their deaths in 
the holocaust… to a Jewish Dad giving 
up his business class seat for me flying 
to Israel to celebrate the Centenary of 
the ANZAC Light Horse liberation of 
Beersheba on 31 October 1917.

These generations pass through my 
mind as I consider how family love 
traversed the severest conflicts of 
Nazism, Communism and Atheism. 
Now I am looking forward to a Jew and 
Gentile family reunion 75 years later at 
David’s Citadel, Jaffa Gate, Jerusalem.

This would be a reunion of the Jewish 
granddaughter of Dr. Peter Partos, 
Holocaust survivor, and retired 
Australian airline pilot and follower of 
the greatest Jewish leader who ever 
lived, Jesus Christ.

Now fast forward with me to Yad Vashem, 
the Holocaust Museum in Jerusalem. 
167 Australian and New Zealand Light 
Horse Association members visit the 
museum, 97 of these in World War 1 
uniforms with slouch hats and emu 
plumes wafting in the breeze.

Here our hearts and minds are silenced 
in the pensive grief and horror of the 
Holocaust Museum displays. Six million 
Jews were massacred in Reformation 
Germany. How did such devastation 
occur in modern Europe? How did man, 
made in the image of God, choose to 
go so horribly wrong?

The next day our Light Horse tour 
gather at Mount Scopus War Graves. 
We wander through the immaculately 
kept lawns and are deeply moved by 
being so close to the graves of those 
who gave their lives in the fight for 
freedom. Some locate the graves of 

their own former family members.

We hold a Colour Party Memorial 
Parade with brass band at Mount Scopus 
overlooking the city of Jerusalem to 
honour the dead: “lest we forget”.

At the end of the parade an invitation 
is extended to give testimony to our 
personal stories. I shared my story 
with those present, and especially the 
descendants of the ANZAC Light Horse 
regiments of 1918. As I share the story 
I make reference to our time in the 
Holocaust Museum the day before, 
and thank the family descendants of 
the troopers who fought for faith and 
freedom in both wars.

In conclusion, a Jewish lady who had 
an apartment overlooking the Mount 
Scopus memorial saw the parade and 
came down to watch. As I shared this 
story she started to shake. At the end 
of the Parade a friend brought her up to 
meet me and she was still shaking. As 
we shook hands I listened to the words 
unexpectedly coming from my lips: “You 
are the holder of an eternal covenant”: 

“I will establish my covenant as an 
everlasting covenant between me and 
you and your descendants after you for 
the generations to come, to be your 
God and the God of your descendants 
after you.” - Genesis 17:7
___________________________________

Peter spent 24 years as an airline pilot with 
Ansett Airlines flying most of the fleet. He 
also flew as a Commander on International 
operations with Transwede, Air Mauritius and 
Singapore Airlines. In 2002 Peter was invited 
to head up a full time Christian ministry to 
business people. Peter founded Australian 
Marketplace Connections He also developed 
the Cre8 Christian Business Conference. 
Peter is married to Robin and has three adult 
children and six grandchildren.

Cathay Pacific CX 104 Hong Kong

The author at the Western Wall, November 2017.

Colour Party, Mount Scopus War Graves, Jerusalem

Nazi cattle car deportation to Auschwitz

Auschwitz dormintory

Yad Vashem, Holocaust Museum, Jerusalem

Captain Peter in his Airbus A340, 2007
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by Kelvin Crombie

A Story About Lives Saved
At almost all Anzac Day services 
we hear those profound words: 

‘Greater love has no one than this 
that he lay down his life for his friends.’ 
(John 15:13)

Those profound words were spoken 
by Jesus—just a few hours before he 
experienced an excruciating death—a 
death He didn’t have to die, but a death 
He undertook knowing full well that his 
sacrifice would benefit many others.

Jesus set the supreme example of 
self-sacrifice.

In our Anzac history we have numerous 
examples of how our soldiers have 
sacrificed their lives for the sakes of 
others. Most of the accounts we hear 
of relate to actions on the battlefield, 
when soldiers have saved the lives of 
other soldiers.

But I would like to present to you 
another perspective involving self-
sacrifice for the benefit of others. This 
perspective revolves 
around the actions of 
our soldiers in saving 
the lives of innocent 
civilians, for whom 
death would most likely 
have resulted had our 
soldiers not intervened.

I can only relate to 
you several such 
examples—and there 
are so many others even that I am not 
aware of. At the beginning of World War 
One the Ottoman Turkish regime began 
to implement a policy of eradicating its 
minority groups, especially the Greek, 
Assyrian and mostly the Armenian 
Christians. By the end of the War up to 
1.5 million Armenians had died, with 
up to several hundred thousand more 
Assyrian and Greek Christians having 
also perished. 

That policy had its officially beginning 
on 24 April 1915 and is until today 
commemorated each year on that day. 
Working adjacent to the Armenian Quarter 
in Jerusalem for some 20 years I observed 
these annual memorial services—and 
then the next day participated in the 
Anzac Service on Mount Scopus.

Every action that our soldiers fought 
and every victory won was a battle for 
the survival of these minority groups. 

Beersheba to Jerusalem
Following the victory at Beersheba 
on 31 October 1917 in which our 
Light Horse played a significant part, 
General Allenby’s force slowly moved 
northwards towards Jerusalem. The 
populace was applauding each of our 
victories—albeit silently.

Then on 8 December 1917 as the 
Allied soldiers (mostly British, but 
which included the 10th Light Horse 
from WA) were poised on the outskirts 
of Jerusalem, the Turkish governor 
ordered the expulsion of thousands of 
innocent civilians, mostly Jewish and 
Christian, from the City, in the middle 
of the cold and wet winter and to walk 
to inhospitable locations, ‘escorted’ by 
Turkish guards. Certain death awaited 
most of these hapless people. (A Brief 
Record of the Advance of the Egyptian 
Expeditionary Force July 1917 – October 

1918, facing Plate 26)

Thankfully the Allied troops captured 
the City on 9 December before this 
order could be carried out. You can 
imagine the welcome our men received 
when they rode into Jerusalem. They 
were treated as saviours.

Lieut-Col Arthur Mills and the 
ANZACs at Es Salt
Just a few months later ANZAC soldiers 
were fighting in present day Jordan and 
had just captured the town of Es Salt. Up 
to several thousand Armenian refugees, 
who had survived the genocide in 
Turkey, were in that town and they 
welcomed our men as liberators.

But then the Turks counter-attacked and 
were set to recapture the town. Our men 
of the Light Horse and Camel Corps 
had to quickly retreat. The Armenians 
(and others) too had to flee as they 
knew they could possibly be killed 
when the Turks returned. H.S. Gullett 

the Australian military 
historian recorded: 

The light horsemen, 
‘moved by their 
plight, lifted women 
and children up and 
placed them in front 
of their saddles; not a 
few dismounted, worn 
[out] as they were, and 
allowed the wretched 
fugitives to ride their 

horses.’ (Gullett, The AIF in Sinai and 
Palestine, p. 583)

One officer, Lieut-Col Arthur Mills of the 
4th Battalion Imperial Camel Corps, wrote 
how he carried a sleeping four year old 
Armenian girl in his arms to Jerusalem.  
(A. J. Mills, file and diaries, 1918, Australian 
War Memorial, Canberra)

These destitute people became part 
of some 7,000 such refugees who were 
saved, many of whom found refuge in 
Jerusalem. (Storrs, R. Orientations, p. 295)

Captain Stanley Savige (see 
pic below) and Dunsterforce

When Russia withdrew from the War in 
late 1917 early 1918 the region between 
the Black Sea and the Caspian Sea 
which Russian troops had controlled, 
became a military and political vacuum. 
The British feared that the Turks and 
Germans would take over that region 
and gain control over the precious oil 
wells, especially around Baku.

A new force, named Dunsterforce, was 
formed out of crack Empire troops 
including many Australians. These men 
were to move towards that strategic 
region and train local militia.

But in early July 1918 news came about 
the presence of about 70,000 Armenian 
and Assyrian Christian refugees who 
had survived the genocide in Turkey 
and had taken shelter near Lake Urmiah 
in northern Persia (Iran).

A small group from Dunsterforce led by 
the Australian Captain Stanley Savige  
then rode out to join forces with a local 
Christian militia—in order to protect 
these vulnerable refugees. They faced 
overwhelming odds and their chances 
of success and survival were minimal.

But Savige and his men together with 
the small local militia, staved off the 
constant attacks by the much larger 
Turkish force, which attacked any 
refugees who lingered behind.

On one occasion Savige was confronted 
by a terrible decision, the likes of which 
none of us would like to face. There 
were hundreds of weak older people 
and children who just could no longer 
go on. He wrote of this ordeal:

‘We dismounted, and placed two 
or three women or children on our 
horses, abandoning hundreds to their 
fate. Cruel as this was it was absolutely 
essential, as our idea was to save the 
greatest number of lives possible.’ 
(Savige, S. Stalky’s Forlorn Hope, p. 154)

The preservation of that great number 
solely depended upon Savige and his 
few men being able to protect them. 
Finally after about three weeks of 
constant movement and harassment by 
the Turks, Savige was able to state: 

‘Of the seventy thousand refugees 
who left Urmiah, we were successful 
in saving about 60,000 to 65,000, 
conveying them in stages to the 
fertile flats of the Diala River, north of 
Baghdad… (Savige, ibid, p. 173)

Savige received the Distinguished 
Service Order for his brave actions. 
Perhaps a Victoria Cross would have 
been more appropriate.

The ANZACs help stop the 
Holocaust entering into the 
Middle East
Some 25 years later Savige was back in 
the Middle East, this time as commander 
of the 17th Brigade, 6th Division, and he 
served in the Middle East.

This time the ANZAC soldiers were faced 
by another and even worse totalitarian 
regime —Nazi Germany. Wherever 
German troops went they were followed 
by the Nazi cohorts. In Greece where our 
men fought gallantly, the defenceless 
Jewish population was secure, but as 
soon as we were driven out of areas, the 
Germans moved in and began impacting 
the Jewish community. In Thessalonika 
(Saloniki), almost all of the 54,000 Jewish 
people who lived there were sent to the 
gas chambers in Auschwitz. 

This provided a template to the future 
outcome of any Jewish community 
which would come under German, and 
thereby Nazi, control. In 1942 the Nazi’s 
set up a specialised death squad called 
the Einsatzkommando Egypt, with orders 
to begin destroying the 700,000 or so 
Jewish people living in the Middle East.

All that stood in their way were the brave 
Allied soldiers, including the Australian 
9th Division and the New Zealand 2nd 
Division, at El Alamein. Once Rommel 
would break through at El Alamein 
then this death squad would follow and 
together with local collaborators, begin 
their grisly task.

Thankfully, for the sake of the innocent 
people of the Middle East, Rommel was 
stopped at El Alamein and the proposed 
concentration and death camps were 
not set up in Egypt, the land of Israel 
(Palestine at the time), Syria or Iraq. 
(For further details see Crombie, K. 
El Alamein – Halting and Impending 

Our men... 
helped saved 

innocent 
lives.

Photo: Mount Scopus Commonwealth War Cemetary, Jeruslaem. “Lest We Forget”.
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Holocaust in the Middle East)

Herein lies a hidden and yet important 
aspect of the role of the ANZACs.

Our men, ordinary men like my Uncle 
John, who died at Tobruk, or Eddie Flower 
from the 7th Division, or Reg Clapp from 
the 10th Light Horse, or many others 
who served in our armed forces—helped 
saved innocent lives—either directly or 
by their very presence there. This for me 
provides an extra meaning for what the 
ANZAC story is really about. It isn’t just 
about fighting and taking lives—it is 
also about saving lives.

The fruits of our service overseas

Our brave young men went to fight 
for different reasons, but the end 
result was that in both world wars they 
stopped totalitarian regimes such as the 
Ottoman Turks and the Nazi Germans 
from fulfilling their genocidal plans to 
destroy entire people groups.

What would have happened if our men 
did not volunteer to go over there 
and fight against those regimes and 
totalitarian regimes? What would have 
happened had the Ottoman Turks and 
the Nazi Germans won—and succeeded 
with their plans?

Unfortunately such regimes and 
ideologies are still out there, and they want 
to destroy our society with its freedoms. 
You may have your gripes against our 
democratic form of government, due 
probably to disagreement with some of 
the people running our country, but as 
imperfect as Australia is, it is a very good 
place to live.

We should be thanking God each day for 
what He has given us and praying that 
He will preserve us from such totalitarian 
regimes and ideologies. But we also 
have to be realistic and know that these 
very regimes and ideologies will do their 
utmost to destroy societies, like ours, 

which uphold democratic freedom.

I never fought as a soldier, but I did 
try, unsuccessfully, to join the Israeli 
Army. Yet through 25 years of living 
there I daily experienced the reality and 
the consequences of a War between 
regimes and ideologies trying to destroy 
Israel—the only democratic nation in 
the Middle East—albeit an imperfect 
democratic nation, just like ours. 

Conflict between our form of 
government with its freedoms and 
those other regimes and ideologies 
unfortunately is inevitable. But when we 
are faced with this conflict, would it be 
that we as individuals and as a nation 
would have the same attitude and 
courage as an Arthur Mills or a Stanley 
Savige and be willing to give up our 
security, our horse or camel, in order to 
help save not just ourselves and our way 
of life—but someone else less fortunate 
than ourselves.

That, I think, is the essence of the 
ANZAC story, and one which we should 
be transferring to the next generation.
___________________________________

Author and Australian Historian, 
Kelvin lived in Israel for almost twenty-
five years.   He developed a childhood 
interest in Israel while reading of 
Australia’s military involvement in the 
Middle East during both World Wars. 
This awareness was triggered by the 
service of two uncles who served in 
the Middle East during the Second 
World War and particularly in one 
uncle who died at Tobruk in 1941. 
He also gained an early interest in 
the Australian Light Horse (mounted 
infantry) involvement in the Middle 
East. The Australian and New Zealand 
soldiers were known as ANZAC’s.

© Kelvin Crombie 2018.  
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DVD

This documentary from respected 
historian and author, Kelvin Crombie, 
looks at four major events in world 
history from 1517 to 1917 - all of which 
occurred on the 31st October. These 
events all share significance with each 
other—seemingly converging with 
Biblical prophecies concerning the 
restoration of Israel. It almost seems 
as if they were destined to occur on 
the same day. Was all that happened 
coincidence or divine providence? 

by Kelvin Crombie
31 October – Destiny’s Date?

$25

DVD

PAPERBACK - 100 Pages

PAPERBACK

$25

Do the Jewish people have historic and legal rights?  
If so, when and where did they originate?
Politicians, clerics and school teachers living in the Gaza strip, 
the West Bank and the Old City of Jerusalem, teach their young 
people the Balfour Declaration was illegal and the whole of the 
land – now known as Israel – in fact belongs to the Palestinians. 
In the two-part documentary ‘Whose Land?’ Colonel Richard Kemp 
CBE, together with a group of historians and international lawyers, 
examines the conflicting claims of the Palestinians and the Israelis 
through the eyes of verifiable history and international law.

by Hugh Kitson
Whose Land? Part 1 – Foundations

Rebuilding The Temple:  
Preparing for the Lord’s Return?

$20

$30

by Enoch Lavender

Chronicles the dramatic rise of the prophetic movement to 
build Israel’s Third Temple. 
It looks at the painstaking preparations taking place to recreate 
the Temple vessels, as well as the use of DNA technology to 
identify priests for the restored Temple service. The book also 
examines the key role of the Temple in Bible Prophecy and End 
Times. The ultimate goal of this book is to highlight how the stage 
is increasingly being set for the Lord’s Return.

AVAILABLE FORMATS: 
PAPERBACK | DVD | Bundle 

SAVE $10 600 pages DVD

$50 $20 $60

Discover what really took place at 
Gallipoli in 1917. Find out how a small 
number of men, the Australian Light Horse 
and New Zealand Mounted Rifles, together 
with British mounted and infantry soldiers 
were able to capture Jerusalem from the 
Ottoman Empire (Turkey) in World War I. 
Includes archival material and culminates 
on 25 April 1920, when the League of 
Nations legally laid the foundations for 
Israel and for some of those Arab nations 
to come into existence.

Today many individuals, institutions and even nations 
are endeavouring to delegitimise the right for the nation 
of Israel to exist in the land of Israel.
This book explores the dual roles of the nation of 
Israel and of Jesus (both the collective seed and the 
individual seed, both the collective servant of God 
and the individual servant of God). Special emphasis is 
given to the promises of God which were confirmed by 
the swearing of an oath, and of the relevance of these 
sworn oaths today.

by Kelvin Crombie

by Kelvin Crombie

ISRAEL, JESUS AND COVENANT

Gallipoli: The Road to Jerusalem

$7 Value!

More than just a military victory!
This 18 page booklet from respect and world renowned 
historian, Kelvin Crombie, is an excellent resource that gives 
a concise overview of one of Australia’s most well known 
military achievements of the 19th Century - The Battle of 
Beersheba. Yet this was much more than just a military 
victory. Discover the political and prophetic significance of 
this turning-point event during WWI, in light of the Bible and 
world history. What you will learn may very well surprise and 
inspire you!

by Kelvin Crombie
The Battle of Beershba

An excellent companion to Kelvin’s new 
documentary: 31 October - Destiny’s Date?

*Limited to one free copy per customer. While stocks last. Be quick!

with purchase of any of  
Kelvin Crombie’s products listedFREE* 

Great Resources For Your Library
Order online or see back page for order form.

www.c4israel.com.au/store



2019 ALMOND BLOSSOM TOUR TO ISRAEL  

The Hebrew word for "almond" comes from a biblical root meaning to watch or awaken. The almond tree is usually the first to 
awaken from its winter slumber each year. However, it is also among the last trees to bear fruit. For that reason, the almond tree 
also symbolises perseverance. God uses a word play on "almond" and "watchfulness" in Jeremiah 1:11-12: "'Jeremiah, what do 
you see?' And I said, 'I see an almond branch.' Then the Lord said to me, 'You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to 
perform it.'" (with thanks to Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion). 
Tour Focus:  To witness and to rejoice in the Lord's watchfulness over His word as He brings Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 
43:5-8), the majority still blind and deaf to who Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).  To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits of Zechariah 12:10.  
In Poland we will grieve that which occurred there during WWII and to witness God's miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via His ongoing restoration and plans for His beloved chosen people "For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession" (Psalm 135:4). Join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to take part a second 
time in Christians for Israel's loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian holocaust survivors, reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make Aliyah to Israel possible.  Visit some of the Christians for Israel support projects in Israel 
including ongoing assistance to Jewish families following their arrival to Israel from Ukraine and other nations.  

with Judy Russell

POLAND & UKRAINE OPTION 
Friday 8 February to Monday 18 February

DAY 1: Friday 8 February
Early morning departure from Sydney via Dubai to Krakow. Late evening 
arrival to Krakow, Poland.  Transfer to your hotel for Overnight.
Polish Program from 8-12 February - Separate itinerary available from Trish 
Cortizo, Olive Tree Travel.
Ukraine Program from 12-18 February. Contact Judy Russell for full details.
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

ISRAEL ONLY OPTION – 17 February to 5 March
 
DAY 10: Sunday 17 February
Depart Sydney to Tel Aviv, Israel.

DAY 11: Monday 18 February
Early morning arrival to Tel Aviv, Israel. Heading north we take the coastal 
'Via Maris' from Tel Aviv stopping at ancient Mediterranean port of 
Caesarea, site of Herod’s Palace, home of Cornelius and where Paul was 
brought to trial. Brunch at the Port Café. Evening arrival to Galilee where we 
spend the next five nights. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY 12: Tuesday 19 February
Morning visit to Nazareth Village recreating village lifestyle during the time 
of Jesus. Experience the Nazareth Jesus knew!  After a traditional Biblical 
lunch, we will visit Pastor Nizar Touma at the Church of the Nazarene for a 
time of prayer. Enjoy breathtaking views from the Mount of the Precipice 
over Mt Tabor.  Back to our hotel to enjoy free time to reflect by the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee. (BLD)   

DAY 13: Wednesday 20 February
Today we explore the historical area of Galilee. On a traditional sailing 
vessel, we will cross the Sea of Galilee, stopping in the middle for a time of 
reflection and worship.  We disembark at Nof Ginnosar, a kibbutz located 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, housing the remains of a boat from the 
time of Jesus. Great opportunity for gift shopping.  In Capernaum, the city 
of Jesus, we visit the ruins of the synagogue where He performed many 
miracles.  You will see the new excavations of St Peter’s house and visit 
Tabgha, where Jesus multiplied five loaves and two fishes to feed the 
multitudes. On the Mount of Beatitudes, we will remember the teaching of 
Jesus as we read the Sermon on the Mount.  Enjoy a St Peter's Fish lunch. 
Overnight Galilee. (BLD)  

DAY  14: Thursday 21 February
Today we travel to the Golan Heights, with its panoramic views of Syria and 
Lebanon.  We shall proclaim Scripture over these areas, claiming the Lord 
God's promises to protect and prosper Israel.  Afternoon visit to Golan 
Heights Winery where we have the opportunity to take a wine-tasting tour 
and visit the oak barrel cellar or else hop into a jeep for a tour of the 
vineyards themselves to learn about the different grape varieties  "Also I will 
restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined 
cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
And make gardens and eat their fruit" (Amos 9:14). Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  15: Friday 22 February 
Visit to historic Semakh Railway Station which has been restored from a 
rubbish dump 10 years ago to the fitting memorial to our ANZAC soldiers 
that it is today.  Tonight, we join Jewish Believers Richard and Carolyn Hyde 
for a Shabbat dinner. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  16: Saturday 23rd February 
We travel to Haifa to fellowship at Kehilat Carmel, a vibrant Messianic 
congregation. After lunch we visit Mt. Carmel or Muhraqa, where Elijah 
called down fire from Heaven to defeat the prophets of Baal. Passing 
through the Megiddo Valley, the large plain where the final battle of 
Armageddon is prophesied to take place, we travel to Ariel in Samaria.  
Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD)

DAY  17: Sunday 24 February 
Morning visit to the Jaffa Institute, a Christians for Israel project, that 
encourages Biblical teaching to Jewish children.  Children and young 
people are shown that God is in an eternal covenant relationship with the 
Jewish people, that He loves them and will be faithful to His promises 
toward them. Jonah’s journey, Tabitha’s restoration to life, and Peter’s 
conversion of the gentiles all began in ancient Joppa. Walk through the 
quaint port side streets where Simon the Tanner is said to have lived. 
Included is a visit to the Jewish Yemenite Culture & Art Museum. Next stop is 
close by in modern Tel Aviv, the 'Independence Hall', historically significant 
to Israel's re-birth.  Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD) 

DAY  18: Monday 25 February
Meet Sondra Oster Baras (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities, a 
project supported by Christians for Israel).  Travelling in Samaria to Shiloh, 
where Joshua’s tabernacle stood for 369 years, we will view Samaria’s 
Biblical mountains - Elon Moreh (Oak of Moreh), where God first promised 
Abraham the Land of Israel, Mt Gerizim, the mountain of blessing and Mt 
Ebal the mountain of curses and the location of Joshua’s altar.  Ascending 
through the Judean Hills 'up to Jerusalem' we arrive at the city that God 
loves more than any other (Psalm 87:2).  Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

Visiting some of 
Christians for Israel's (C4I) projects
with Optional Pre-Israel Visits to Ukraine & Poland and 
post tour C4I Forum in Jerusalem
8 February to 5 March 2019

The Hebrew word for 
“almond” comes from a 
Biblical root meaning to 
watch or awaken.
The almond tree is usually the first to awaken 
from its winter slumber each year. However, it 
is also among the last trees to bear fruit.

For that reason, the almond tree also 
symbolises perseverance. God uses a word 
play on “almond” and “watchfulness” in 
Jeremiah 1:11-12: 

“’Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, 
‘I see an almond branch.’ Then the Lord said 
to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am watching 

over my word to perform it.’” (with thanks to 
Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion).

Tour Focus:
To witness and to rejoice in the Lord’s 
watchfulness over His word as He brings 
Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 43:5-
8), the majority still blind and deaf to who 
Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).

To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits 
of Zechariah 12:10.

In Poland we will grieve that which occurred 
there during WWII and to witness God’s 
miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via 

His ongoing restoration and plans for His 
beloved chosen people “For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own 
possession” (Psalm 135:4).

Also, join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to 
take part a second time in Christians for 
Israel’s loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian 
holocaust survivors.

Reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make 
Aliyah to Israel possible.

Visit some of the Christians for Israel support 
projects in Israel including ongoing assistance 
to Jewish families following their arrival to 
Israel from Ukraine and other nations.

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE:
POLAND UKRAINE & ISRAEL
AUD $7977 Per Person Twin Share 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1725

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE ISRAEL ONLY
AUD $6770 Per Person Twin Share. 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1525

Proud Member of the International Institute for Peace through Tourism

WHO TO CONTACT:

 
Trish Cortizo
Olive Tree Travel
0421 638 453  Ph: 1300 55 08 30
trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

 

PRICE INCLUDES:
•   Israel, Poland & the Ukraine - Return economy airfares Australia/Krakow 
   & Tel Aviv/Amman/Australia.  Flights Krakow/Kiev & Vinnitsa/Tel Aviv 
   must be booked and paid for separately based on available fare at time  
   of booking
•   Accommodation 3-4 star hotels with meals 
   (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner as indicated BLD)
•   Tipping & Gratuities for arrangements included in the tour itinerary
•   Transportation -  bus and driver for touring and group transfers to and   
   from airport
•   Entrances fees - Historical sites, Museums, Parks etc
•   Guide - English speaking licensed, Christian/Messianic where available
 
PRICE EXCLUDES:
•   Travel Insurance - Mandatory, if you are not choosing the option offered   
   by Olive Tree Travel a copy of your policy is required
•   Drinks with meals

•   Individual activities on free days
•   Individual Airport Transfers apart from the group
•   Single room supplement additional to tour cost
•   Wheelchairs
•   Visas (for Poland & Israel, obtained free of charge on arrival for 
   Australian and New Zealand passport holders)
•   Visa for the Ukraine must be obtained on the website
 
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

WHAT TO DO NEXT:
1. Obtain a booking form from Trish Cortizo 0421638453/1300 550 830   
 or trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
2. To secure your place a deposit of $400 is required.
3.  Final balance will be due by 15 December, 2018

Note  * required if travelling as a single and there is no available same gender roommate.* Price is subject to a minimum of 20 full paying adults, currency fluctuation, or increase - conditions apply
 

DAY  22: Friday 1st March 
Today we bid farewell to Jerusalem, heading South and descend to the 
lowest point on earth. Transported by cable car, we ascend to the mighty 
fortress of Masada, Herod's winter palace and the site of the last heroic 
resistance of a small band of Jews against the Roman occupation. Enjoy the 
far-reaching views to Jordan, the Rift Valley and the Dead Sea.  Lunch at a 
Dead Sea resort hotel where you can enjoy time 'floating' in the medicinal 
waters of the Salt Sea.  Overnight in Beersheba. (BD)

DAY  23: Saturday 2 March 
Explore Tel Sheva, an archaeological site in southern Israel believed to be 
the remains of the biblical town of Beersheba. Near the outer gate of the city 
is a well and a tamarisk tree.  Both are later than the time of the patriarchs, 
but they remind one of the well Abraham dug and the tree he planted (Gen 
21).  This afternoon we visit the ANZAC memorial commemorating the 
soldiers who fell in battle in the land of Israel. Overnight Beersheba (BD).  

DAY  24: Sunday 3 March  
Morning visit to First Home in the Homeland (a C4I project) which provides 
young families with a warm home on a kibbutz for their first six to twelve 
months in Israel.  Moving to Israel is often the fulfillment of a dream but 
many new immigrants experience many difficulties when arriving in Israel. 
This afternoon we visit Zahal Disabled Veterans' Organisation, one of the 
Beit Halochem (House of Warriors) state-of-the-art centres in Israel.  We will 
learn of the amazing rehabilitative services, serving 50,000 wounded IDF 
soldiers from 1948 to the present day.   Overnight Beersheba for our 
Farewell Dinner. (BD)

DAY 25: Monday 4 March  
Today we travel to Tel Aviv in preparation for our flight home, rejoicing in all 
that we have seen and learned in the wonderful land of Israel.  Those 
attending the C4I Forum will travel to Jerusalem. (BD)  

DAY  19: Tuesday 26 February 
This morning we stand on the Mount of Olives! Descend to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Entering the Old City of Jerusalem through St Stephen's (the 
Lion's) Gate we visit the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus cured an invalid. 
Continue to the Ecce Homo Convent to view the Lithostratos and to visit the 
Praetorian, site of the public trial and condemnation of Jesus. Passing the 
Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa we arrive to the Holy Sepulcher 
Church. Afternoon visit to City of David. Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  20: Wednesday 27 February 
Study the magnificent Menorah nearby the Knesset, Israel’s House of 
Governance.  At the Israeli Museum view the (Isaiah scrolls) housed in the 
Shrine of the Book.  Gain perspective as we overlook the scale model of 
Jerusalem as it was during the time of Jesus. Spend time at the most sacred 
site for the Jewish people, the Western Wall, followed by a walk through the 
Rabbinical Tunnel. Visit to Shorashim Biblical Shop in the Old City for 
excellent shopping if desired. Shorashim (which means roots in Hebrew) is 
devoted to building bridges between Jews in Israel and around the world.  
Late afternoon visit to the Hineni Centre in Jerusalem - a Christians for Israel 
project, headed by Benjamin Philip, and dedicated to feeding the poor. 
Overnight in Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  21: Thursday 28 February
Today we tour the region of Judea! Spend time at Bet Hagai Youth Village, 
a (C4I project) located just south of Hebron and established in 1984 by a 
group of young men and women in memory of three friends who were slain 
by terrorists.  This is a village to help 'broken boys', some of whom arrive 
with nothing but the shirt on their back. We will also visit Kfar Etzion and 
view an informative film presentation regarding the harrowing early days of 
the rebirth of Israel. Visit to the Garden Tomb. Learn of Gordon’s Calvary 
and share Communion at an open-air altar close by the empty tomb. The 
serenity of this place makes it a spiritual oasis within this bustling city. 
Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

8 June 2018Specialty Israel Tours in 2018 and 2019

This year marks the final 
windup of WW1 Centenary 
commemorations.
To some extent post 2017 and the Battle for 
Beersheba, most of our attention will revert back to 
Europe and focus on General Sir John Monash and the 
ANZACS. The contribution of the Australians at Villers 
Bretonneux, Hamel, and Perone was significant. 

These engagements at great cost, paved the way for 
the final assault on the main German defence line, 
known as the “Hindenburg Line.” A special event this 
year was the opening of the magnificent multi million 
dollar ‘Sir. John Monash Centre’ at Villers Bretonneux.

There is a current petition before Parliament to 
promote General Monash to Field Marshall. However, 
what was happening in the Middle East, at this time, in 
Geo political terms was even more important.

Battle at Megiddo the final blow for the 
Ottoman Empire.
The British continued their offensive into Palestine. 
During the battle at Megiddo on 28 September, 1918, 
two divisions of Australian mounted troops, along with 
No. 1 Squadron, Australian Flying Corp, took part 
in a decisive victory in which 70,000 Turkish soldiers 
were taken prisoners. The battle for Haifa and Semakh 
(Tzemach) were all part of the wider set piece battle 
known as the Battle at Megiddo. After Beersheba the 

end was always in sight, as the report from the station 
master at Semakh in 1918 outlines.

“I heard that the military situation in the south is 
desperate….less than two months after the battles 
of Beersheba, Gaza and Jerusalem and British 
Headquarters are planning the advance north. The 
cavalry regiments are equipped with swords and they 
are training for the next stage. The Ottoman forces 
have regrouped along a line from the Jordan River in 
the East to the Yarkon River on the Mediterranean in 
the West.”

This year two centenary events will be held in Israel 
that commemorate the battle of Megiddo, that of the 
battle for Haifa and Semakh. The Australian Light Horse 
Association will be involved in a tour to Israel that will 
include being at these commemorations.

Australian Light Horse 
Association tour of Israel
Led by Barry Rodgers OAM Director ALHA
The tour will cover the significant battles the ANZACS 
fought in including Beersheba, Tzemach, Jerusalem, 
Jaffa, Abu Tellul and Megiddo. The tour group will also 
explore significant Biblical sites. Only top quality hotels 
will be used.

A more detailed itinerary can be obtained from Barry 
Rodgers. Email: barry@emugully.com.au or phone 
0428 662 528

by Barry Rodgers

Centenary of the End of WW1



9June 2018 Sydney Conference and short-term mission opportunity in Israel registrationform
Personal DetailsMrMrsMsMissPsRevDr

Surname ..................................................................................................................... First Name/s ...................................................................................................................

Address .....................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

City/Suburb .........................................................................................................................................................    State .............................   P/code .....................................

Contact No. ..............................................................................................    Email: ..............................................................................................................................................

Payment DetailsChequeMoney Order
Credit
Card

(Made out to Derek Prince Ministries)

Visa / Mastercard  /  Amex_______/_______/_______/_______  Exp ____  /_____

Name on Card ___________________________________ Signature ______________________________ Amount $__________

Cost$35.00 per person   (Please note no couples or part conference discounts apply.)   Total Payment $ ...................................

          No of Registrations .............................

DEREK PRINCE MINISTRIES AND CVM GROUP PTY LTD PRESENT ...

2018 LoveIsrael.org Conference

Our Blessed Hope ....“The Rapture”
Are You Ready? 

with Dr Baruch Korman
SATURDAY 25TH AUGUST 2018

Conference Venue
The Grand Ballroom
Rydges Hotel World Square
389 Pitt Street
Sydney  NSW  2000

Conf_2018 edited.indd   1 19/04/2018   10:31:29 AM

Our

Guest Speaker

DR BARUCH KORMAN
Dr. Baruch is the senior lecturer at the Zera Avraham 
Institute based in Israel. The purpose of LoveIsrael.
org is to provide biblically-based teachings with 
an emphasis on the Jewish context of scripture. 
Dr. Baruch’s Bible Study program broadcasts on 
numerous television networks across the United 
States, Europe, Africa, and Australia. Many of 
his lectures are available in video, audio and 
written format on LoveIsrael.org. You can view his 
expository bible-teaching program on the Daystar 
Network and GodTV. Dr. Baruch holds a PhD in 
Jewish Studies.



Session Times
SATURDAY 25th August 2018

9.00am   -  9.30am Doors Open / Registration
9.30am    -  10.00am Praise and Worship
10.00am  -  11.00am Session 1
11.00am  -  11.30am Morning Tea
11.30am  -  12.30am Session 2
12.30pm  -  2.00pm Lunch
2.00pm   -  2.15pm Praise and Worship
2.15pm   -  3.15pm Session 3
3.15pm   -  3.45 pm Afternoon Tea
3.45pm   - 4.45pm Session 4

AN OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN AT THE FINAL SESSION

Please note that only morning and afternoon tea will be provided. Be sure to bring 
your own lunch or you can buy from the various food outlets in the CBD.

Session 1:  Understanding the Birth Pangs
Session 2:  Our Blessed Hope According to Paul
Session 3:  The Distinction Between Israel and the Church 
Session 4:  Understanding Yeshua’s Olivet Discourse

Conference Venue
The Grand Ballroom

Rydges Hotel World Square
389 Pitt Street

Sydney  NSW  2000

Our Blessed Hope ... “The Rapture”
Are You Ready?

How to Register:
Register online at:

www.derekprince.com.au

Post to: 
Derek Prince Ministries
1st Floor, 15 Park Road
Seven Hills  NSW  2147

Phone: (02) 9838 7778

Email: enquiries@au.derekprince.com
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HaYovel – Serving 
Israel’s farmers
If you are looking for a way to put hands 
and feet to your love for Israel, you’ve 
found it!

HaYovel is a non-profit organization 
that brings Christian volunteers from all 
over the world to serve Jewish farmers 
in Israel.

Come to Israel with HaYovel, volunteer 
in the vineyards of Judea and Samaria, 
and connect to the place where 
prophecy meets reality. Volunteering 
with HaYovel is much more than just 
working the Land – an average week 
with HaYovel offers:
• Volunteering 4 days per week in the 

vineyards and olive groves 
• Touring 2 days per week in the areas 

of Jerusalem, Judea and Samaria, 
meeting the local people and hearing 
their stories

• Experience an Israeli-style Shabbat 
(rest day) every Saturday. 

Staying on Har Bracha (the Mount 
of Blessing), nearly every evening, 
volunteers hear from influential 
speakers such as members of Knesset, 
rabbis, pioneers, and heroes of Israel’s 
history. By the time volunteers leave 
to go back to their homes, they are 
educated ambassadors, ready to be 
advocates on behalf of Israel and the 
restoration unfolding in the Heartland. 

The following 
opportunities are 
available in 2018:
Recognise Jerusalem Trip (tour)
8 May to 22 May

Summer Trip
26 June to 17 July

Harvest Trip
• 2 Weeks – 31 Jul to 14 Aug

• 3 Weeks – 15 Aug to 4 Sep

• 9 Weeks – 15 Aug to 17 Oct

• 6 Weeks – 5 Sep to 17 Oct
We welcome volunteers of all ages 
to join us for one of our many family-
friendly volunteer trips. Go to  
www.HaYovel.com for photos, videos, 
and information about how to join us. 

HaYovel actively supports and advocates 
for Israel in a multitude of ways, including 
the ‘Joshua and Caleb Report’, a film 
series dedicated to telling the stories of 
the people and places of Jerusalem, Judea 
and Samaria.

Deon Van Baalen, HaYovel’s Advocate in 
Australia, would love to connect with you to 
tell you more about HaYovel’s work in Israel, 
or to speak at your church or congregation. 
Contact Deon at Deon@HaYovel.com or 
0487 090 882

Dr. Baruch is the senior lecturer at the 
Zera Avraham Institute based in Israel. 
The purpose of LoveIsrael.org is to provide 
biblically-based teachings with an emphasis 
on the Jewish context of scripture. Dr. 
Baruch’s Bible Study program broadcasts 
on numerous television networks across the 
United States, Europe, Africa, and Australia. 
Many of his lectures are available in video, 
audio and written format on LoveIsrael.org. 
You can view his expository bible-teaching 
program on the Daystar Network and GodTV. 
Dr. Baruch holds a PhD in Jewish Studies.

Guest Speaker



10 June 2018Nehemiah Award given to Victor Schlatter

The ICEJ is proud 
to give this year’s 
Nehemiah Award to 
Victor Schlatter and 
acknowledge the many 
faithful and sacrificial 
contributions of his 
dear wife Elsie in their 
kingdom endeavors.
Victor Schlatter, originally from 
America, received his education as a 
nuclear chemist at Purdue University in 
Indiana and began a professional career 
at a nuclear plant in Washington. Victor 
explains what happened next, “And 
then…there was Elsie.” After meeting 
Elsie, Victor spoke with God saying,  
“If you can use this impressive young 
lady to help me be what you want me 
to be, “Hineni” (Here I am!) in Hebrew. 
God brought them together and after 
7 years of marriage, Victor, his wife and 
children spent the next 30 years in the 
Papua New Guinea Highlands where 
they worked with Wycliffe to translate 
the Scriptures into one of PNG’s 832 
native languages.

During these years, Victor and Elsie 
also planted the Tiliba Christian 
Church which fellowship has since 
branched out into a medical ministry 
of community development and 
literacy outreach. 

The Schlatters now reside in Australia 
but there are over 15,000 from that 
one Waola tribe that call them Mom 
and Dad.

Victor and Elsie’s involvement with the 
ICEJ began by coming to the Feast 
of Tabernacles from its earliest years 
in the 1980s, bringing pilgrims from 
Papua New Guinea with them.

They often paid for many of these 
Feast pilgrims to come to Jerusalem 
out of their own pockets, and were 
caring shepherds in guiding them 
around Jerusalem and the land. 
Victor’s teaching ministry was also 
expanding throughout the South 
Pacific, and soon Christian pilgrims 
from other island nations of Oceania 
started coming to the Feast as well.

An early recognition of Victor’s work 
was his appointment as a special ICEJ 
representative to the South Pacific 
islands. His ministry there has even 
impacted the political leadership 
of many of these nations to stand 
with Israel in international forums. 
Victor and Elsie have planted a deep 
love for the Jewish people and an 
understanding of the central role of 
Israel in God’s redemptive and end-
time plans in the hearts of the Pacific 
Island believers.

Victor Schlatter, together with his wife 
Elsie, have truly lived a life of sacrifice 
and dedication on the mission field in 
order to bring Christ to those dwelling 
in the most remote parts of the earth. 
All the while, steering them back 
towards Jerusalem and the nation 
of Israel where it all began. Victor 
explained, 

“The ICEJ was founded on Isaiah 
40:1-’Comfort ye, comfort ye my 
People.’ [This compassion for the 
family of faith is irreplaceable]. You 
are his family, Nehemiah’s family, and 
my family, and the reason why we are 
here.”

The ICEJ commemorates Victor 

Schlatter’s lifelong service to God 
serving Israel, the Jewish people, and 
the nations from the ends of the earth.

“Sing to the Lord a new song, 
And His praise from the ends of the 
earth...“ - Isaiah 42: 10

So who was Nehemiah? 
As noted above, Nehemiah spearheaded 
the return of the Jewish people from the 
Babylonian exile back to Israel, arriving 
in Jerusalem around 445 BCE. 

ICEJ has established the Nehemiah 
Award to annually honor outstanding 
Biblical Christian Zionist figures at the 
Christian celebration of the Feast of 
Tabernacles each year.

In June 2017, Victor Schlatter was 
advised by the ICEJ National Director 
that he would be the one during the 
2017 Feast of Tabernacles, to receive 
the Nehemiah Award for his outreach 
to the South Pacific Islands since 1961 
in sharing the prophetic Word for Israel 
in the Scriptures. There had been an 

awesome response from South Pacific 
Government and Church leaders over 
the years to the verse in Genesis 12:3 
that Victor shared with Pacific Island 
Congregations: 

“I will bless those who bless you, 
and whoever curses you I will curse; 
and all peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.” - Genesis 12:3

ICEJ Feast of Tabernacles was 
scheduled for October 2017 as a special 
time to celebrate the 50-year Jubilee 
of a reunited Jerusalem. Victor was 
requested to return for this significant 
event that 5-6 thousand attended, and 
receive the 2017 Nehemiah Award. 
Victor & Elsie give Him all honor and 
praise as He alone is worthy and they 
have only been willing servants.

Following the ICEJ Feast Celebration 
in Jerusalem, they were already back 
in Cairns Australia when President 
Trump made the enduring Declaration 
that Israel—i.e. Jerusalem—was Jewish 
period to the ire off the Palestinian 
masses who cried “foul” to the UN. 

This led to a poll of 128 nations who 
either abstained or voted against the 
Trump Declaration—not to mention the 
Bible! However, 9 nations specifically 
supported Israel—including the US 
and Israel proper—plus 7 other SPIM 
connected Pacific nations that had 
South Pacific finger prints all over them!
___________________________________

Victor Schlatter:

Director, South Pacific Island Ministries, 
Cairns, Australia Author, linguist analyst, 
Bible translator, nuclear scientist and 
church planter Victor has the courage 
to ‘tell it like it is’ with touches of his 
humour and wit.

You can purchase his books on Israel 
and Bible prophecy from our ministry 
partner Vision Christian Store.

You can order from them during 
office hours Monday to Friday on  
1800 00 50 11 or shop online at anytime 
from  www.visionstore.org.au



I have been to Israel many times 
over the past 18 years and each 
time seem to draw closer to the 
Land and people of Israel. 

In recent years, I have become particularly 
connected to Judea and Samaria, the 
Biblical Heartland of Israel and home 
to the so-called settlements—the most 
controversial area in Israel today. What 
many view as illegally occupied by Israel, 
to me and most Christians—is the heart of 
the land that G-d promised to Abraham 
and his children, the Nation of Israel. 
And the Jews who live there today, do so 
from a Biblical and prophetic vision. 80% 
of our Bible is located in this area and is 
where God entered into Covenants with 
Abraham, Issac and Jacob.

My dear Israeli friend, Sondra Oster 
Baras, is the director of the Israel office of 
CFOIC Heartland. Sondra is an orthodox 
Jew but through CFOIC Heartland, has 
been reaching out to Christians all over 
the world, giving them the opportunity 
to connect and understand the realities 
of life in Judea and Samaria. Just this 
past year, I agreed to become CFOIC 
Heartland’s Australian representative 
and have grown even closer to Sondra 
and the amazing work of this wonderful 
organization. Soon after arriving in Israel 
a few months ago, I was able to join the 
2018 CFOIC Heartland Tour for 2 days in 
Judea and Samaria and I would like to 
share my experiences with you.

Our first day began at an outlook in 
Mitzpe Dani, built in memory of Dani 
Fry, a young husband/father who was 
murdered in his own home on Shabbat 
in 1995. The terrorist also stabbed his 
pregnant wife. Following the tragedy, the 
young widow ended up moving back to 
the US, where she had grown up, but the 
baby she was carrying when her husband 
was murdered has now returned to live in 
the Land her father loved so much. When 
Dani’s neighbors decided to start Mitzpe 
Dani in his memory, it was their way of 

creating something good in a place 
where so much evil had taken place, a 
common response to terrorism in Israel. 

From Mitzpe Dani we moved on 
to “Genesis Land” a lovely spot 800 
meters high, where we were greeted 
by hosts in Biblical dress who shared 
the stories of Abraham and of Joshua’s 
crossing into the Land. And we looked 
across the desert landscapes and saw 
Mt Nebo where Moses looked into the 
Land from the other side of the Jordan. 
Absolutely stunning views and a highly 
recommended place to visit on your next 
trip! In fact, I’ve decided that Route 458 is 
one of my favourite roads here where we 
can truly experience the “The Mountains 
of Israel”. 

Our next stop was Kfar Adumin where 
we had lunch at a Senior Citizens Centre, 
supported by CFOIC Heartland and 
catering to those original founders of 
the communities in this region who have 
retired at 65 and who may be lonely 
or just looking for positive recreation. 
It was a reminder of how young the 
communities in Judea and Samaria are 
as they are facing the challenges of 
retirement for the first time, creating the 
necessary infrastructure from scratch.

All of the above communities were 
quite close to Mikhmas where Jonathan 
and his armour bearer defeated the 
Philistines (1 Samuel 13) and where the 
British Army in WW1, using the same 
strategy, routed a huge Turkish Brigade 
and put them on the run. 

We continued on into Judea visiting 
beautiful Tekoa, a community with 
panoramic views of the Judean Desert. 
Here too, the residents have faced the 
loss of too many of their friends and 
neighbors from acts of terrorism. The 
most horrific to me was the vicious 
stoning of two teenage hikers in 2001 
who were found murdered just 200 
metres from their home. During the last 
Intifada (2000-2004) residents traveled a 

long and arduous route to Jerusalem to 
avoid hazardous areas, and parents often 
travelled separately so that if a car was 
attacked, (which often happened) the 
children would still have one surviving 
parent. Imagine considering such 
things before leaving for work in the 
morning! Miraculously though, life in 
the community continues—the residents 
believe that settling im the Land and 
raising children are the best ways they 
can contribute to Israel’s future. And 
we were able to witness how Christians 
have helped this community acquire vital 
surveillance cameras and other security 
equipment to keep these families safe.

Tene Omarim is one of the southern-
most communities on Highway 60 quite 
close to Beersheva and it too has scenic 
views of the surrounding countryside. 
CFOIC Heartland has also assisted this 
community with security needs which is 
one of the biggest challenges for all of 
the communities. And yet, everywhere 
we visited, we heard residents assure us 
that they wanted to continue to build and 
enjoy life to the hilt - most of them saying 
they would not want to live anywhere 
else in Israel. 

The next day, we visited Samaria. I was 
particularly moved by our visit to Neve 
Zuf, north of Jerusalem, in the center of 
Samaria. They had recently experienced 
the brutal murder of 3 members of the 
Salomon family, during a Shabbat family 
celebration and just a few months earlier, 
had experienced a devastating fire, set 
by Arab terrorist arsonists, in which close 
to 20 homes had been destroyed. Thank 
God no lives were lost in the fire. Imagine 
how these residents felt, especially when 
they have welcomed local Arabs who 
have sought and received emergency 
medical treatment from Neve Zuf medics. 
The most veteran of Neve Zuf families 
lost their homes and yet they retained 
a marvelous sense of humor, making 
T-Shirts that read: ‘In case of a Fire stay 
calm and do another Fire Drill’. 

Over our two days we also visited a 
brand new community called Leshem 
about 37 kms from Jerusalem in Western 
Samaria with 360 degree views of the 
surrounding countryside. There was 
absolutely nothing on this hilltop in 2011 
when building began and today Leshem 
is home to some 1000 residents and 
averaging 4 births a week!!! Needless to 
say it is full of kindergartens and other 
educational facilities and all houses are 
new and quite modern looking. Adjacent 
to the community is an archaeological 
site—a Christian Byzantine farm named 
Dier Samaan where the remains of well-

preserved olive presses, winepresses, 
cisterns, ponds and a Byzantine church 
have been found. 

I was so excited by what I had discovered 
on these two days with CFOIC Heartland 
that a few days later, a few of us decided 
to set out on our own. We unexpectedly 
had the use of a hire car for a week 
so we literally covered the land from 
Rosh Hanikra in the north (amazing 
underground sea caves) to Mitzpe Ramon 
in the south (a mini grand canyon) and 
from the 7 layers of civilization at Tamar 
Biblical Garden (south of the Dead Sea) 
to Tiberius. But our favourite area was 
Judea and Samaria and we were able 
to visit the Gush Etzion Bloc (where so 
many terrorist incidents have happened) 
and we made sure we enjoyed our coffee 
and cheesecake at one of the wineries 
and picked up some excellent pastry at 
the local bakery to show our solidarity 
with the locals. We were able to visit Oz 
VeGaon, a beautiful nature reserve near 
the Gush Etzion Junction that has been 
dedicated in memory of the 3 young boys 
who were kidnapped and murdered in 
2014. It was lovely to see the picnic area 
full of young families barbecuing during 
the Passover holiday. The amazing audio 
visual at Kfar Etzion, telling the story of 
the fall of the Gush Etzion area in 1948 
is well worth a watch, especially in its 
updated version. But make sure to have 
your tissues with you—it is so moving!

Our adventures took us to another 
winery in Samaria where we walked into 
a Brit (circumcision) of young Dagan on 
his 8th day and were promptly invited by 
the Orthodox family to join them. It’s so 
neat that Vitamin K only kicks in on the 
8th day after birth, enabling the blood to 
clot immediately. A Brit in Israel is over 
in 3 seconds compared with 7 minutes 
in the Western World, according to the 
Mohel (ritual circumciser). This winery 
(where we stuck to coffee and left the 
wine for others) also had spectacular 
views into Jordan and the countryside in 
between. On our last day of adventure 
along the northern part of Route 60, 
(Path of the Patriarchs) we made sure 
to stop in at Shiloh, Mt Gerizim and the 
Tura Winery at Rehelim—a community 
built in memory of 2 Rachels who had 
been murdered in two separate terrorist 
attacks nearby, a fascinating story in 
itself. I love Judea and Samaria and the 
beautiful, Godly and courageous people 
who live there! 

I want to invite you to join me and let 
me take you through Israel and especially 
through Judea and Samaria. Next year, 
for the first time, I will be leading a CFOIC 
Heartland tour with special focus on 
Judea and Samaria. We are just finalizing 
the details but if you can get away in 
September, this is definitely a unique 
tour for you. I look forward to having you 
join me as we see the inside of Israel and 
meet the people who built this land and 
understand its Biblical reality. Send me 
an email at joyhey50@gmail.com and I 
will be sure to send you the program as 
soon as it is finalized. 

Also, please visit www.cfoic.com Meet 
Sondra and Kim, the director of our 
US office, and learn about the work of 
this amazing organization in Judea and 
Samaria. CFOIC Heartland has a long-
standing and special relationship with 
C4I in the Netherlands and around 
the world—and is eager to meet C4I 
members in person and by email. It is 
truly a partnership between Jews who 
are settling in the land and Christians 
who understand the Biblical significance 
of it all. Get involved—we’re not only 
making history, we’re fulfilling prophecy!
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A GIFT YOUR LOVED ONES WILL 
TREASURE FOR A LIFETIME!
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$100*our gift to you 
for your gift of:

“...for such a time as this.”

Order Online: www.c4israel.com.au/store

*Not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer or general donation.

12 June 2018Magen David Adom...

by Tamara Lowbeer 

... Saving Precious 
Lives In Israel

Magen David Adom is Israel’s 
Ambulance and Blood Services 
organisation...
...dispensing advanced medical 
emergency and pre-hospital care, as 
well as humanitarian and disaster relief. 

Its ambulances are a very familiar part of 
the Israeli landscape. However, MDA is 
much more a part of the fabric of Israeli 
society than most people realise. Magen 
David Adom is the common thread that 
touches the lives of every Israeli—often 
at a moment of tremendous stress—
responding to accidents, illnesses, 
pregnancies, heart attacks, strokes, war 
and terror incidents, with a unique blend 
of speed, skill and compassion.

Magen David Adom has been serving 
people of all creeds in Israel for 87 
years, starting out in 1930 with a single 
ambulance. Today it has a massive 
infrastructure around the country and 
with 15,000 volunteers, is the largest 
volunteer organisation in Israel. Its 
volunteers range in age from 15-90 
years old. There are 1,850 staff.

Without fanfare, MDA’s fleet of over 
1,168 emergency vehicles travel over 
10 million kilometres a year to care for 
700,000 patients, serving all of Israel’s 
people. Response times are of the 
essence, a few seconds can literally 
make the difference between life and 
death. 4,183 first-responder volunteers 

are the very important paramedics who 
are often the first to respond in the event 
of an emergency on their medicycles 
which are fully equipped with lifesaving 
first aid equipment. These medicycles 
are able to speedily manoeuvre through 
heavy traffic and narrow streets. 

Magen David Adom provides 97% of 
blood services for all of Israel and 100% 
of the Israel Defence Force’s blood 
needs, collecting and storing more than 
300,000 blood units a year. MDA also has 
a national public cord blood bank that 
serves sufferers from inherited disorders, 
blood cancers and immune diseases. 

Admitted as a member of the International 
Red Cross in 2006, MDA assists countries 
around the world in times of national 
crises, most recently in Nepal, Haiti, 
Philippines and Thailand. 

MDA does not receive government 
funding and is totally reliant on the 
generosity of the Friends Societies 
around the world. This includes the 
Christian Friends of Magen David Adom 
who play an active role in raising funds 

for vital equipment and vehicles. 

As medical services go, MDA is unique. 
For example, no other service has 
to operate as MDA does under the 
constant threat of terrorism, training 
its paramedics to run into the scene 
of disaster and danger. As Israel 
periodically has been the target of 
terrorist attacks, MDA has emerged as 
the most experienced mass-casualty 
response organization in the world and a 
leader in emergency medical services—
much to the benefit of Christians, Jews 
and everyone in Israel and worldwide.

As it says in the Talmud Sanhedrin,

“Anyone who saves one life is considered 
to have saved the whole world”.

For further enquiries,  
www.magendavidadom.org.au or 
phone 02 9358 2521

WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST WHERE CHRISTIANS, 

MUSLIMS AND JEWS ARE FREE TO BE?
Stand up for Israel.

The only true democracy in the Middle East.

Join Friends of Israel WA and help us defend  
Israel’s right to live in peace and security,  
free from terror and non-stop media bias.

To join Friends of Israel WA or to just learn the truth, 
visit www.foiwa.org.au or write to PO Box 333, Dianella WA 6059.

FREE POSTAGE



Christians for Israel International 
President Rev Willem Glashouwer 
travelled to the South Pacific at the 
beginning of March 2018 for three weeks 
of speaking and ministry. Hosted by 
Christians for Israel New Zealand, Rev 
Glashouwer flew into Auckland, New 
Zealand, for only a few hours. Rev 
Glashouwer and New Zealand director 
Bryce Turner, loaded with several hundred 
kilograms of resources, then flew to Fiji, 
where they were met by the wonderful 
Christians for Israel Fiji team. Leader 
Lepani Makubuna and Board Chairman 
Raphael Jordan, together with their wives, 
families and other team members, had 
organised a busy schedule of meetings and 
seminars which were an outstanding 
success. Returning to New Zealand for 
just one night, Rev Glashouwer, Bryce 
Turner and NZ chairman Graham 
Simpson, then flew to the Cook Islands 
where Christians for Israel Cook Islands 
chairman Bob Williams, along with 
representative ‘Pastor George’, had 
organised a similar programme.

Pastor Edward Ronia, Chairman of 
Awakening the Nations (ATN) writes:

In January 2018, the Israeli Ambassador for 
the Pacific Nations, H.E. Shalev-Schlosser 
Tibor visited a number of countries in the 
Pacific including the Solomon Islands. 
While there, Awakening the Nations 
(ATN) invited him to a seminar especially 
organised so that he could address church 
leaders on the topic, ‘Against All Odds 
Israel Continues to Thrive’. A function was 
held after the seminar at which the 
ambassador met the Solomon Islands 
Prime Minister, H.E. Rick Hou. 

Ian Worby, Christians for Israel Regional 
Director Oceania, was also invited and 
spoke about Christians for Israel. This led 
to a separate meeting about the need to 
establish Christians for Israel in the 
Solomon Islands, and now Christians for 
Israel and the ATN are in the process of 
establishing the new chapter. 

As a part of the development of the new 
Solomon Islands chapter, Christians for 
Israel sponsored the chairman of ATN, 
Pastor Edward Ronia, to travel to the 
Cook Islands to meet Rev Glashouwer.

For Edward, it was a great honour to meet 
and hear Rev Glashouwer. When Edward 
met him, he was sitting with other 
Christians for Israel leaders distributing 
the Israel & Christians Today newspaper 
and the ‘Why Israel?’ book series. Edward 
commented: “Seeing the President sitting 
with other leaders and distributing 
newspapers, he was so humble. Even more 
humbling, was his attitude in the way he 
related to the people around him.”

That morning, after Willem’s public 
address at the Punanga Nui Market, he 
commented that that was his first time 
talking about Israel in an open-air space, 
as he is used to addressing people in big 
conference hall settings. Edward was 
honoured to be asked by Rev Willem 
Glashouwer to join him and Cook Islands 
Pastor Ngamatariki Pouao later that 
afternoon, to share more about Christians 
for Israel. It was indeed a most fruitful 
two hours discussion, where many 
questions were raised and answered while 
the breeze and the sound of the breaking 
waves of the beautiful Pacific Ocean on 
the shores below was music to their ears. 

The next morning, Willem spoke at the 
New Hope Church; a Pentecostal church 
looked after by Pastor John Tangi and the 
amazing Pastor George. In Willem’s address, 
he presented Israel as God’s firstborn son 
created for His purpose and Jesus as God’s 
only ‘begotten’ Son. It was interesting to 
receive feedback from pastors, about how 
they have never heard such truths from the 
Word of God about Israel before.

His second engagement for the day was at 
the Vakaviti Church of the Assemblies of 
God. This was the climax of his visit to the 
Cook Islands; the official launch of 
Christians for Israel Cook Islands. The 
praise and worship at the service was 
lively, led by the Vakaviti and Cornerstone 
Churches music teams. Bob Williams, 
Chairman of Christians for Israel Cook 
Islands, and Pastor George dedicated a 
prayer for the launch. Willem shared how 

God keeps expanding Christians for Israel 
throughout the world. This is 
demonstrated by the willingness of 
different nations to translate the book 
‘Why Israel?’ into their own language, so 
far over 40 different languages. 

The message of Christians for Israel - to 
reveal the truth of God’s purpose for the 
nation of Israel - is indeed new for the 
church, especially against the cultural 
error in the church’s teaching that the 
church has replaced Israel. Edward is 
convinced that this is a divine mandate on 
the ATN to strongly support Christians 
for Israel, to advance the message of 
revealed truths about Israel from the 
Word of God among the nations of the 
Pacific. Following Ps. Edward’s successful 
visit to the Cook Islands, we look forward 
to the official launching of Christians for 
Israel Solomon Islands soon. 

Christians for Israel in the Cook Islands
By Edward Ronia, Chairman of Awakening the Nations (ATM)

Edward Ronia and 
Rev. Willem Glashouwer at 

Punanga Nui Market, Raratonga

“After the Holocaust, 
from one family,  a 
boy survived, from 
another family, a 
girl. They were my 
grandparents.” 

This was how Orly 
Wolstein from the 

Israeli integration programme, ‘First Home 
in the Homeland’ began her story during a 
speaking tour with Christians for Israel in 
South Germany. 

Orly was born in the Ukrainian town of 
Herson, where she saw the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, studied in Kiev, Konstanz 
and Frankfurt and eventually decided to 
go to Israel with her daughter. “I only took 
one backpack, just in case I had to run after 
my daughter. When we were ready to leave, a 
white VW van arrived and took us to the 
airport. At the time, I knew nothing about 
Christians for Israel.”

>> 500,000km
The rest of the story on the bus is 
provided by Christians for Israel staff 
member Natalya Kryzhanovsky from Kiev. 

“One day, our pastor came up to me and said, 
‘Natalya, here is the key for a Volkswagen 
van, for your ministry with the Jewish people. 
The Lord says He needs this donkey. Years 

before, the Lord had told my husband and I, 
that He wanted to use us to bring His people 
home. By now, the ‘donkey’ has travelled half 
a million kilometres, ‘Ukrainian kilometres!’ 
Natalya added, referring to the run-down 
state of the roads. 

Thousands of Jewish people have sat on 
its seats, they’ve used the free ride to 
request their documents at the Israeli 
embassy and have eventually ended 2,000 
years of Diaspora to go home to Israel. 

>> Grandchildren of 
the War 
“In Kiev, I ran for my life.” This was all my 
own (Anemone Rüger’s) grandfather could 
manage whenever Kiev was mentioned, 
before memories  overwhelmed him – 
memories of withdrawal battles in 
November 1943, when he was fleeing from 
the Red Army with his 208th German 
Infantry Division. What he experienced 
during those years on the Eastern Front was 
something he would forever keep to himself.  

Perhaps he also cried because he realised 
that now, in the generation of his own 
grandchildren, a window of grace has 
been opened up for Germans to go to 
Ukraine; to kneel down at the mass 
graves, to ask survivors for forgiveness, 

have a chat with them, bring food parcels 
and help them on their way to Israel.    
The children of your oppressors will come 
bowing before you. (Isaiah 60: 14)     
250,000 Jewish people in Ukraine are still 
wondering what to do. More than 17,000 
survivors are still waiting for us, the 

descendants of their German oppressors, 
to bring healing in a way only we can. Or 
they are waiting for us to come back 
because we have become part of their 
family; they want to celebrate Hanukkah 
with us, Pesach, and 9 May, the day of 
victory over the Nazi regime. 

Ukraine: The Last Survivors
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

Christians for Israel offers one-week working trips to Ukraine where groups pack food parcels 
and visit Jewish communities. You can also help Jewish people in Ukraine return home to Israel. 
We ask you to pray for them; pray that their longing to return home may be fulfilled. The cost
of helping one person to make Aliyah to Israel is Au $277; a food parcel costs Au $14. You 
can donate on the coupon on the back page or donate online at www.c4israel.com.au.

Anniversary of the German attack on the Soviet Union: Lothar Hartmann, a participant in the 
Chrtistians for Israel working trip, hugs Rita Shveybysh, who at age five, was marched to the Pechora 
death camp in winter of 1941 and was the only survivor from her family. 
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Two huge cakes were served in The Hague, the 
political heart of the Netherlands. Speakers 
included Roger van Oordt (director Christians for 
Israel Netherlands), Chief 
Rabbi Jacobs, Kees van 
der Staaij and Gert Jan 
Segers (leaders of two 
Christian political parties) 
and Israeli ambassador 
Aviv Shir-On. 

The Hague

New Zealand

Photos: Zahn Trotter

On Friday 11 May, Christians for Israel Fiji 
celebrated Israel’s milestone event with a 

march in Suva called ‘March of the Nations’. 
As Christians, they celebrated their roots 

and inheritance that is connected with the 
Jewish people and the nation of Israel. The 

main street was full of people wearing custom-made T-Shirts, 
holding Fijian and Israeli flags. The successful event was followed 

by an official programme of praise and worship.

The Israeli Embassy in Brazil celebrated the 70th anniversary of Israel on Wednesday 18 
April. The event was attended by 800 guests, including politicians, ambassadors, Jewish 

and evangelical communities. Performances included the Army Battalion of Brazil, a 
concert by singer Monique Kessous, who sung songs in Hebrew and Portuguese, dancers 

who came directly from Israel and beautiful paintings on display by Israeli artists.

Brazil

Christians for Israel Austria celebrated 
Israel’s birthday with their own 10 year 
anniversary on 7 April in Vienna. The 
conference was named “Jubilee 
Conference - 10 years Christians for 
Israel Austria and 70 years Israel”. 
More on this story on page 4.

Fiji
Photos: Fiji Times

Austria

The Congratulate Israel Concert took place 
in Apeldoorn on 10 May 2018, organized by 

Christians for Israel, Family7 (a Dutch 
Christian Broadcaster) and The Holland 
Choir.  During the evening Mr. Chaim 

Guggenheim (Feuerstein Institute in Israel) 
received a cheque of € 106.000 
for the Feuerstein Institute as a 
result of fundraising by Family7 
and a donation from Christians 

for Israel.

Photos: Carel Schutte (ND)

Netherlands

Christians for Israel Italy organised a conference in Turin, Italy to celebrate the 
70th anniversary of the State of Israel, in partnership with Pentecostal Church 
MCE. Speakers included Edda Fogorollo, Andrew Tucker and Sarah Kaminski. 
Turin is where Italy was 
unified, and it remains a vital 
centre in Italian political, 
economic and spiritual life.

Italy
Australia
Queensland Zionist celebrated at a 
Jewish school in Burbank Brisbane.

The NSW Zionist Council celebrated 
Israel’s 70th anniversary in Sydney 
with NSW premier, government 
leaders and Israeli Ambassador to 
Australia Mark Sofer.

Brisbane

Sydney

On Sunday 13 May, a public celebration with the Jewish Community was held on Auckland’s 
waterfront, marking the 70th Anniversary of Israel’s establishment. The event included cultural 

performances and addresses from various people. The afternoon was a very unique chance to 
stand with the Jewish community and celebrate the miraculous Nation of Israel.



“When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit did not 
happen at a random time or place. The 
Spirit came from heaven with a sound like 
the blowing of the wind, filling ‘the house 
where they were sitting’. Obviously, this 
house was located in Jerusalem. God-
fearing Jews from all nations had come as 
pilgrims to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Weeks (Hebrew: Shavuot), in accordance 
with the commandments in the Torah 
(Leviticus 23:15). 

Pentecost (Greek: fifty) is the closing day of 
the period of seven weeks (the Hebrew 
Shavuot means weeks) which are counted 
starting on Passover. In a sense, Shavuot is 
the completion of Passover (Deuteronomy 
16:9-12). The first fruits of the wheat 
harvest, which started after Passover, are 
brought to the Temple, as an offering of 
thanksgiving for the harvest. Joy 
characterises the feast, joy ‘before the Lord 
your God at the place He will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name’. 

>> Covenant Renewal
In Jewish tradition, at least since the 
second century BC, Shavuot also became 
the Feast of the Revelation of the Torah. 
When we count the time from the exodus 
of Egypt till the revelation on Mount Sinai 
in the book of Exodus, we find exactly 
seven weeks, arriving at the date of 
Shavuot. The celebration of the revelation 
(or, as it is usually said in Hebrew, the 
giving) of the Torah, has become the focus 
of Shavuot in Judaism. So Shavuot is also 
a celebration of the renewal of the 
covenant. 

A remarkable tradition is the custom of 
staying awake during the night and 
studying the Torah together, just as the 
Israelites at Mount Sinai had to prepare 
themselves for the receiving of the 
covenant. 

Still, today, everywhere in Jerusalem, 
lectures and study sessions are organised 
and widely attended. At dawn, everybody 
goes up to the Western Wall, singing with 
ecstatic joy, to say the morning prayers 
together. It is not entirely clear how old 
this tradition is, though it is an ancient 

tradition. Could it be that the disciples of 
Jesus, too, had all been together, during 
that night, learning together the teachings 
of Jesus? 

>> Which House?
This leads to the question: where were 
they together? Apparently, they were 
sitting in ‘a house’ (Acts 2:2). Which house 
was that? Which house could contain 
hundred and twenty people (Acts 1:15)? 
What place would have the facilities to 
baptise three thousand people (Acts 2:41)? 
Could it be the Temple? There was space 
for such a crowd. There were enough 
mikvehs (ritual baths) available. And only 
there would the signs of the outpouring 
of the Spirit be noticed by the bystanders 
(2:6). 

In Hebrew, the temple is often referred to 
as the ‘House of the sanctuary’. God calls 
the temple ‘My house’. The Temple Mount 
is called in Hebrew ‘Mount of the House’. 
And finally, it is said of the early believers 
that ‘they continued to meet together in the 
temple court’ (Acts 2:46). The first believers 
were and remained pious, Torah 
observant, orthodox Jews!

>> Law and Spirit
Even in Christian tradition, the 
connection has been made between the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and the gift of the 
Torah. None other than Augustine (354-
430 AD, North Africa) demonstrates that it 
was on the Feast of Weeks that Moses 
received the Law ‘that was written by the 
finger of God’ (Exodus 31:18). Augustine 
explains that the finger of God is none 
other than the Holy Spirit. After all, 
according to Luke (11:20), Jesus says that 
He drives out demons by the finger of 
God, but according to Matthew (12:28), He 
says that He does so by the Spirit of God. 
So the finger of God refers to the Spirit of 
God. Moreover, Paul writes: “We know 
that the Law is spiritual” (Romans 7:14). It is 
the Spirit of God by which God moves the 
Israelites to follow His decrees and be 
careful to keep His laws (Ezekiel 36:27).

Jewish tradition, expounding Exodus 20:15, 
links the Law of God to fire. The Torah is 
hewn out of fire and given out of fire: 

“The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of 
lightning” (Psalm 29:7). The intense study 
of Torah sets man on fire, as it is told of 
Rabbi Ben Azzai (2nd Century). When he 
was expounding Scripture, fire was 
blazing around him. He said: “I compare 
the words of the Torah with the Prophets, 
and the words of the Prophets with the 
writings and the words of the Torah are as 
delighted as they were on the day they were 
given on Mount Sinai. Essentially, they were 
given in fire, as it is written (Deuteronomy 
4:11): ‘The mountain blazed with fire’.” 

>> The Birth of the 
Church
Is Pentecost the birthday of the Church? 
First of all, we should note that Peter, in 
his speech to the people, addresses the 
crowd as ‘fellow Jews and all who are 
staying (verse 5) in Jerusalem’. Moreover, I 
recall that the first believers were 
orthodox Jews, ‘zealous for the Law’ (Acts 
21:20). From the Scriptures of Israel Peter 
is explaining to his fellow Jews, gathered 
on this Feast of Israel, what has happened 
to him and his friends. It is no less than 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel. 
And it is the affirmation of the risen 
Christ. Peter’s Pentecost sermon is, in 
fact, an Easter sermon. It is the risen 
Christ who has now poured out the Spirit 
He has received from the Father. 
“Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: 

God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (verse 36). 
All Israel is present in those who are 
addressed by Peter. 

The typical response of the hearers is a 
question: “What shall we do?” echoing 
Israel’s response to the covenant: “We shall 
do and hear” (Exodus 24:7). Peter’s answer 
is: “Repent and be baptised…” Repentance 
in Hebrew is Teshuvah, turning around, 
returning to the covenant of God in the 
Torah. Pentecost is the feast of the 
renewal of the covenant, the renewed 
covenant with Israel. 

The renewal of the covenant, however, 
confirmed in the death and resurrection 
of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, bears fruit for all the nations: “All 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you” 
(Genesis 12:3). It will last until Acts 10 for 
this to take effect. There, to the 
astonishment of Peter and the other 
Jewish believers, the gift of the Holy Spirit 
is poured out on the Roman officer 
Cornelius and his household. Cornelius 
was a God-fearing Gentile. He came close 
to Israel, without becoming Jewish. Even 
the gentile nations may share in the 
promise of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3). 
Now, the nations are joining Israel in 
praise of God (Acts 10:46; Romans 15:9). 
The kingdom of God is coming.
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New olim celebrate first Shavuot in Israel

Letters of the Aleph-bet: Ayin
The letter ayin is the sixteenth letter of 
the Hebrew aleph-beit. It has the 
numerical value of seventy. The letter 
itself originally represents a guttural 
sound that we don’t have in English. In 
modern Hebrew pronunciation, though, 
it sounds the same as the aleph, the first 
letter of the aleph-beit (which is, to our 
ears, hardly a sound at all). Only Jews 
with an oriental background still 
differentiate between aleph and ayin.

In Hebrew, ayin is a word, too. It has 
two meanings: eye and source/spring. 
The original form of the letter was a 

pictograph of an eye. This sign evolved 
into a small circle. As such, it became 
the letter o in the Greek and Latin 
alphabets. In the Semitic languages, it 
developed into a different form, 
becoming the ayin as we know it today.

The ayin, first of all, represents God’s 
eyes: the land of Israel is “a land the Lord 
your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord 
your God are continually on it from the 
beginning of the year to its end” 
(Deuteronomy 11:12). The ayin thus tells 
of God’s providence. In Psalm 33:18 we 
read: “But the eye of the Lord is on those 

who fear him” and in Psalm 34:15: “The 
eyes of the Lord are on the righteous”. 
According to a Jewish mystical 
explanation of these words, the singular 
eye in Psalm 33 refers to God’s severity, 
which inspires awe. But in Psalm 34, this 
is balanced by His love and mercy. This 
is reflected by the plural form: “The eyes 
of the Lord are on the righteous”.

Seventy represents fullness. It is an 
expression of totality. From the book of 
Genesis, we learn that there are seventy 
nations and languages on earth. For 
their sake, in biblical times, seventy 

bulls were sacrificed during the feast of 
Tabernacles. Seventy stands for a full 
lifespan (Psalm 90:10). Seventy souls 
descended to Egypt (Genesis 46:27). In 
the desert, Moses appointed seventy 
elders as judges over the people of Israel. 
Later, the Sanhedrin would contain 
seventy members. Seventy years lasted 
the exile in Babylon. 

According to Jewish tradition, we find 
in the Bible seventy names of God. And 
finally, the Torah has seventy ‘faces’, 
referring to the richness of meanings of 
every word. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church



“When the day of Pentecost came, they 
were all together in one place” (Acts 2:1). 

The outpouring of the Holy Spirit did not 
happen at a random time or place. The 
Spirit came from heaven with a sound like 
the blowing of the wind, filling ‘the house 
where they were sitting’. Obviously, this 
house was located in Jerusalem. God-
fearing Jews from all nations had come as 
pilgrims to Jerusalem for the Feast of 
Weeks (Hebrew: Shavuot), in accordance 
with the commandments in the Torah 
(Leviticus 23:15). 

Pentecost (Greek: fifty) is the closing day of 
the period of seven weeks (the Hebrew 
Shavuot means weeks) which are counted 
starting on Passover. In a sense, Shavuot is 
the completion of Passover (Deuteronomy 
16:9-12). The first fruits of the wheat 
harvest, which started after Passover, are 
brought to the Temple, as an offering of 
thanksgiving for the harvest. Joy 
characterises the feast, joy ‘before the Lord 
your God at the place He will choose as a 
dwelling for his Name’. 

>> Covenant Renewal
In Jewish tradition, at least since the 
second century BC, Shavuot also became 
the Feast of the Revelation of the Torah. 
When we count the time from the exodus 
of Egypt till the revelation on Mount Sinai 
in the book of Exodus, we find exactly 
seven weeks, arriving at the date of 
Shavuot. The celebration of the revelation 
(or, as it is usually said in Hebrew, the 
giving) of the Torah, has become the focus 
of Shavuot in Judaism. So Shavuot is also 
a celebration of the renewal of the 
covenant. 

A remarkable tradition is the custom of 
staying awake during the night and 
studying the Torah together, just as the 
Israelites at Mount Sinai had to prepare 
themselves for the receiving of the 
covenant. 

Still, today, everywhere in Jerusalem, 
lectures and study sessions are organised 
and widely attended. At dawn, everybody 
goes up to the Western Wall, singing with 
ecstatic joy, to say the morning prayers 
together. It is not entirely clear how old 
this tradition is, though it is an ancient 

tradition. Could it be that the disciples of 
Jesus, too, had all been together, during 
that night, learning together the teachings 
of Jesus? 

>> Which House?
This leads to the question: where were 
they together? Apparently, they were 
sitting in ‘a house’ (Acts 2:2). Which house 
was that? Which house could contain 
hundred and twenty people (Acts 1:15)? 
What place would have the facilities to 
baptise three thousand people (Acts 2:41)? 
Could it be the Temple? There was space 
for such a crowd. There were enough 
mikvehs (ritual baths) available. And only 
there would the signs of the outpouring 
of the Spirit be noticed by the bystanders 
(2:6). 

In Hebrew, the temple is often referred to 
as the ‘House of the sanctuary’. God calls 
the temple ‘My house’. The Temple Mount 
is called in Hebrew ‘Mount of the House’. 
And finally, it is said of the early believers 
that ‘they continued to meet together in the 
temple court’ (Acts 2:46). The first believers 
were and remained pious, Torah 
observant, orthodox Jews!

>> Law and Spirit
Even in Christian tradition, the 
connection has been made between the 
gift of the Holy Spirit and the gift of the 
Torah. None other than Augustine (354-
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received the Law ‘that was written by the 
finger of God’ (Exodus 31:18). Augustine 
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“The voice of the Lord strikes with flashes of 
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and the words of the Prophets with the 
writings and the words of the Torah are as 
delighted as they were on the day they were 
given on Mount Sinai. Essentially, they were 
given in fire, as it is written (Deuteronomy 
4:11): ‘The mountain blazed with fire’.” 

>> The Birth of the 
Church
Is Pentecost the birthday of the Church? 
First of all, we should note that Peter, in 
his speech to the people, addresses the 
crowd as ‘fellow Jews and all who are 
staying (verse 5) in Jerusalem’. Moreover, I 
recall that the first believers were 
orthodox Jews, ‘zealous for the Law’ (Acts 
21:20). From the Scriptures of Israel Peter 
is explaining to his fellow Jews, gathered 
on this Feast of Israel, what has happened 
to him and his friends. It is no less than 
the fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel. 
And it is the affirmation of the risen 
Christ. Peter’s Pentecost sermon is, in 
fact, an Easter sermon. It is the risen 
Christ who has now poured out the Spirit 
He has received from the Father. 
“Therefore, let all Israel be assured of this: 

God has made this Jesus, whom you 
crucified, both Lord and Christ” (verse 36). 
All Israel is present in those who are 
addressed by Peter. 

The typical response of the hearers is a 
question: “What shall we do?” echoing 
Israel’s response to the covenant: “We shall 
do and hear” (Exodus 24:7). Peter’s answer 
is: “Repent and be baptised…” Repentance 
in Hebrew is Teshuvah, turning around, 
returning to the covenant of God in the 
Torah. Pentecost is the feast of the 
renewal of the covenant, the renewed 
covenant with Israel. 

The renewal of the covenant, however, 
confirmed in the death and resurrection 
of Christ and the outpouring of the Holy 
Spirit, bears fruit for all the nations: “All 
peoples on earth will be blessed through you” 
(Genesis 12:3). It will last until Acts 10 for 
this to take effect. There, to the 
astonishment of Peter and the other 
Jewish believers, the gift of the Holy Spirit 
is poured out on the Roman officer 
Cornelius and his household. Cornelius 
was a God-fearing Gentile. He came close 
to Israel, without becoming Jewish. Even 
the gentile nations may share in the 
promise of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 3). 
Now, the nations are joining Israel in 
praise of God (Acts 10:46; Romans 15:9). 
The kingdom of God is coming.
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the Hebrew aleph-beit. It has the 
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itself originally represents a guttural 
sound that we don’t have in English. In 
modern Hebrew pronunciation, though, 
it sounds the same as the aleph, the first 
letter of the aleph-beit (which is, to our 
ears, hardly a sound at all). Only Jews 
with an oriental background still 
differentiate between aleph and ayin.

In Hebrew, ayin is a word, too. It has 
two meanings: eye and source/spring. 
The original form of the letter was a 

pictograph of an eye. This sign evolved 
into a small circle. As such, it became 
the letter o in the Greek and Latin 
alphabets. In the Semitic languages, it 
developed into a different form, 
becoming the ayin as we know it today.

The ayin, first of all, represents God’s 
eyes: the land of Israel is “a land the Lord 
your God cares for; the eyes of the Lord 
your God are continually on it from the 
beginning of the year to its end” 
(Deuteronomy 11:12). The ayin thus tells 
of God’s providence. In Psalm 33:18 we 
read: “But the eye of the Lord is on those 

who fear him” and in Psalm 34:15: “The 
eyes of the Lord are on the righteous”. 
According to a Jewish mystical 
explanation of these words, the singular 
eye in Psalm 33 refers to God’s severity, 
which inspires awe. But in Psalm 34, this 
is balanced by His love and mercy. This 
is reflected by the plural form: “The eyes 
of the Lord are on the righteous”.

Seventy represents fullness. It is an 
expression of totality. From the book of 
Genesis, we learn that there are seventy 
nations and languages on earth. For 
their sake, in biblical times, seventy 

bulls were sacrificed during the feast of 
Tabernacles. Seventy stands for a full 
lifespan (Psalm 90:10). Seventy souls 
descended to Egypt (Genesis 46:27). In 
the desert, Moses appointed seventy 
elders as judges over the people of Israel. 
Later, the Sanhedrin would contain 
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the exile in Babylon. 
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2nd Thesis: Faith on Israel
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

In this article, we continue our discussion 
of the ‘Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel’ 
published by Christians for Israel.

Thesis 2: We believe that the Church and 
the nations should bless Israel. 

Elaboration: It is our calling to bless Israel, 
for we owe our salvation to the Firstborn 
Son of this nation. Through Jesus the Jew 
we, as believers from the nations, are 
included with Israel to be ‘children of 
Abraham’, the father of all who believe. 

Clarification: The Church and the 
nations bless Israel by recognising God’s 
Covenants with Israel, by recognising that 
Israel was entrusted with the very words 
of God (Rom. 3:2) and by affirming the 
bond between the people and the land. 

The Church, moreover, will continue to 
stress that Jesus was, is and will remain a 
Jew, and that salvation comes from the 
Jews (John 4:22). From the foregoing 
follows, that the Church and the nations 
will stand in solidarity with Israel and will 
seek Israel’s prosperity (Psalm 122: 9). 

>> Comment by  
Kees de Vreugd 
Theologian, Christians for Israel 
International

In the second thesis, the direction is opposite 
to that of the first thesis. Now the nations 
are called to bless Israel, in return for the 
blessing they have received through Israel. 

In the elaboration, we are told that we are 
‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who 
believe. We are ‘children of Abraham’ together 
with Israel on account of the promise given 
to Abraham, as Paul writes in Galatians 3. We 
are one in faith, but it is a unity in diversity. 
The diversity of Israel and the nations are not 
annulled but rather enforced in the calling 
for both to be a mutual blessing. 
How can we bless Israel? The Hebrew word 
‘blessing’ has a lot of connotations. In Genesis 
12:3 it is opposed to cursing. It is telling, 
however, that in Hebrew, it has two different 
words for cursing. It reads, literally: “Whoever 
mocks you, I will curse”. To be cursed is to live 
outside the community, cut off from life and 
fellowship with the living God. Even speaking 
with disdain for Israel is calling for God’s curse. 
So blessing is the opposite. We bless Israel by 
affirming the bond between God and Israel, 
by recognising that God has chosen these 
people to make His Name dwell among 
mankind. We bless Israel by enabling her to 
live as Israel, that is: faithful to God’s Word, 
in our own lands and in the land God has 
given her as an eternal heritage. We bless 
Israel by recognising that Jesus is a Jew, and 
remains a Jew, also in His coming in glory. 
Salvation comes from the Jews! 

>> Comment by  
Val Nogueria
Christians for Israel Brazil and 
South America

We often come across people from all 

denomination backgrounds asking two things: 

1. Why should we bless Israel and not be a 
blessing to all nations? This verse is usually 
used as an apology to the question. Peter 
began to speak: “I now realise how true it is 
that God does not show favouritism” Acts 10:34. 

2) Grace gives salvation, why should we feel 
obliged to Israel since Jesus came to save the 
entire world? John 3:16. 

If those questions had come from non-
Christians, we would find them to be 
reasonable because Israel would be just 
another country in our vast world. 

However, our fellow brothers and sisters in 
the Christendom world are confused about 
where to stand, because, if one is confused 
about who Israel is, one is confused about the 
Bible. 

As we approach the Word of God with a 
humble attitude, the revelation of God’s 
Firstborn Son yields to a change of heart 
towards Israel altogether, which is ultimately 
what the Church longs for, do the will of our 
Lord Jesus and be a blessing to Israel. Not 
because we ought to but because of our 
gratitude and love for God. 

We as Christians have the Word of God as 
the compass and manual to life. Doing the 
will of God is not an option, it’s a lifestyle. 
We read so clearly that it is on us to remove 
the stones and help the Jewish people to 
return home (Isaiah 62:10) and to comfort 
Israel (Isaiah 40:1), God’s chosen people to 
carry out the greatest mission of all, to be a 
blessing to all other nations. 

Short News

First Olympic 
Velodrome in Israel

In the very near future, cycling will be 
at the highest level ever in Israel. In Tel 
Aviv, the first velodrome (a cycle 
stadium) is under construction. The 
new stadium meets the Olympic 
standards. It will be the most modern 
velodrome in the Middle East. Israel 
hopes to offer a perfect location for 
international cycling tournaments.  

Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ we 
also have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with 
Israel, as well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our 
sake, but that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil 
over the nations with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism 
committed in her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love 
and solidarity with Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of 
Israel is the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations 
carry a responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will 
make His Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide 
Kingdom, Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place 
and they will reign with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish 
people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.

Order your copy today!
Order online www.c4israel.com.au or complete coupon on back page 

2018 marks the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel. After ages of 
diaspora, the Jewish state was reborn in 1948. A true miracle. In the 70 
years of its existence, Israel had to fight eight wars to defend itself. It 

not only survived but thrived. 

It's among the most educated and innovative countries in the world 
and has one of the highest life expectancies in the world. Jews from all 
over the world are returning home, a fulfilment of Biblical prophecies.

This limited commemorative edition 
magazine celebrates the 70th 

Anniversary of the State of Israel. It 
is beautifully illustrated, with in-

depth articles, inspiring 
interviews, photos, facts, 

time-lines and much more.

A 'must have' for 
everyone who loves to 

know more about 
Israel.

Pre-order your 
copy today. First 

shipment due June 2018 
Price includes shipping

Photo: Flash90

Proud to Live in Israel
91% of Jewish Israelis are proud that 
they live in Israel. However, 60% of 
Arabic Israelis do not feel proud to live 
in Israel. This huge difference was the 
outcome of an investigation from the 
Tel Aviv University and the Israel 
Democracy Institute. Noteworthy was 
the fact that within both groups,  
three-quarters wanted to remain in 
Israel, even if they had the opportunity 
to leave for another country. 

$25
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New Publications in Celebration of
the 70th Anniversary of Israel

This easy-to-read book is written for Christian believers who want to understand the 
Biblical significance of Israel and why the Church should stand with Israel. The book is 
especially suitable for those with little prior knowledge of the issues surrounding Israel. 

Replete with explanations, illustrations and maps, readers will gain a basic 
understanding of Israel from the Biblical, historical, political and legal perspectives, and 
thus be better equipped to pray for the Peace of Jerusalem and stand with the nation of 
Israel with conviction. Do you have many questions on Israel but don't know where to 
start and how to fit the many pieces of  information together? 

Author Siew Fong: “I was there before. I pored through tons of materials and spent a lot of 
time figuring out the complexities surrounding Israel. I sat under many teachers and attended 
conferences locally and in Israel. To shorten your search time, I wrote this book for you.” 

In order to cater to a broad spectrum of readers, the author adopts a question and 
answer format. You may wish to look at the list of questions and go for burning 
questions, then back to other questions. Alternatively, you can work through the 

questions and answers sequentially. 

The questions and answers are gathered around 
the following themes:

Ÿ Introductory issues 

Ÿ Israel in the Bible 

Ÿ Israel and the Church 

Ÿ The Miracle of Modern Israel 

Ÿ Israel Today

Pre-order your copy today online 
www.c4israel.com.au or complete the coupon 
on back page. Price includes shipping.           
First shipment due July 2018

70 Questions About Israel
A Starter’s Kit on Understanding Israel

by Chan Siew Fong

Chan Siew Fong has years of experience in education and training tertiary teachers. 
She is Editor of the Asian edition of Israel & Christians Today, and Christians for 

Israel Regional speaker(Asia). 

The prejudice in Europe and the West towards Israel as a state, the Jews as a people, 
or Judaism as a religion traces its roots back to the dawn of human history and is 
hard to extinguish. It is based on the denunciation of contents of biblical revelation, 
on the attribution of objective responsibility in the condemnation of deeds of 
individuals or communities that adhere to the Jewish faith and on the mystification 
of history to create a demonising image to the extent of blaming the Jews for all the 
evils that have befallen mankind. What fuels this prejudice is not only the ignorance 
of facts and the disingenuous intentions of those who uncritically repeat and spread 
fables, but a real hatred that once led to the forced exodus from the land of those 
who subsequently witnessed the Catholic Inquisition, pogroms in different parts of 
the world, the Nazi Holocaust and the explicit threat to destroy the State of Israel 

with nuclear weapons by Iran and the Ayatollahs. 

This book is an important contribution to exposing the 
reality of the Jewish people and their faith as well as of the 
State of Israel. The author is not only a serious scholar and 
an accredited academic but also a witness who promotes 
with passion and courage the truth inspired by her faith in 
Jesus Christ. Edda loves and strongly defends Judaism, the 
Jews and Israel which she sees as the basis and source of 
Christianity, and as natural allies in the safeguarding of our 
Judeo-Christian civilisation from the threats posed by 
Western relativist secularism and Islamic radicalism.

Pre-order your copy today, online www.c4israel.com.au 
or complete the coupon on back page. Price includes 
shipping. First shipment due July 2018

Towards the Establishment
of the State of Israel
A Short Historical Excursion

by Prof. Edda Fogorollo

In 2018, the State of Israel turned 70, but it has never been fully accepted as a 
member of the international community. Notwithstanding peace agreements with 
Egypt and Jordan, the conflict between Israel and some of its neighbours in the 
region is looming. And peace between Israel and the Palestinians seems as far away 
as ever. Why? 

Since the 1970’s, the idea has developed that international law requires resolution of 
the Arab/Israeli conflict by creating a State of Palestine with East Jerusalem as its 
capital, and borders based on the ‘1967 lines’ - the so-called ‘two-state solution’. Israeli 
‘settlements’ are regarded by many as illegal and an impediment to this solution. 

This book reviews international law regarding self-determination, statehood, 
territorial sovereignty, human rights and the right to self-defence. It argues that the 
two-state solution as defined by the UN is not required by international law. 

Israel on Trial
How International Law is being used to

delegitimise the State of Israel

by Dr Matthijis de Blois & Andrew Tucker

Dr Matthijs de Blois is Emeritus Assistant Professor at Utrecht University’s Institute of 
Legal Theory of the Law Faculty, where his academic focus was the philosophical and 
historical aspects of the law, specifically the relationship between law and religion. He is 
currently Senior Fellow at the Hague Initiative for International Cooperation (thinc.). 

COMING SOON

Prof. Edda Fogarollo is a graduate of the Universities of Padua, Rome, Paris and 
Yad Vashem Jerusalem. She is a teacher of Modern and Contemporary History and 

President of Christians for Israel Italy. 

The authors examine how international law has been used and misused over the last 
century with regard to the Arab/Israeli conflict. They argue that the historical context 
of the creation of the state of Israel, especially the Mandate for Palestine, is too often 
ignored. 

The Arab states, the Palestinian leadership and the European Union have all played a 
role in enabling the UN to become a platform for ‘lawfare’ against Israel: policies and 

resolutions that use the language of international law 
but, in fact, undermine the existence of the Jewish 
State and have disputable basis in international law. 

The authors argue that it is time to revisit the 
prevailing legal paradigm to resolve the conflict. This 
book aims to provide a legal framework for the 
exploration of alternative policy solutions that balance 
the rights of the Jewish state of Israel to territorial 
integrity, security and political independence with the 
rights of Palestinian Arabs to political autonomy and 
economic and social advancement. 

Order your copy today: 
Email p.hoogendoorn@thinc.info 

Andrew Tucker is an international lawyer who has studied and worked in Australia, the 
UK and Netherlands. He is currently Director of The Hague Initiative for International 
Cooperation (thinc.), Legal Counsel to the European Coalition for Israel, and 
International Advisor at Christians for Israel International. 
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>> A Running Start
Life is often difficult for new immigrants to Israel. Learning the language and finding a job 
is a real challenge. That’s why Christians for Israel supports projects like First Home in the 
Homeland, which helps new immigrants get a running start in their new homeland and 
provides a good integration programme.

Aliyah From France By Rachel Poot, Christians for Israel Volunteer

We are in Yakir, a small village in the 
northwest of Israel, on one of the 
hilltops in the Biblical region of Samaria.

As the yellow gate at the entrance of the 
village slowly opens we drive into a 
thriving community. I notice that the 
people who live here do their best to care 
for the land. Purple and fuchsia coloured 
bushes grow along the road here, and the 
lawns are green.

Recently a few families who left France to 
build a life in Israel have come to live in 
this small community numbering less 
than 2,000 inhabitants. Yakir is a small 
but close community. 

People do everything they can to help the 
newcomers feel at home. Recent 
immigrants find that they need to adapt 
to a completely new country. 

This is more difficult in a large city than 
in a small village. 

Everyone in the village is a volunteer in 
the make-yourself-at-home process for 
the olim, the new immigrants. They help 
the newcomers unpack their things, clean 
the house and build closets and 
cupboards. Besides this, each family 
receives two mentor families who support 
them in the village. They help with 
grocery shopping (which is difficult when 
you don’t speak the language) and invite 
them over, for example on the Sabbath, so 
that the olim feel like part of the 
community.

The way the residents welcome the 
immigrants feels like a warm blanket. And 
that certainly can’t hurt in the first twelve 
months of their new life.

A French girl distributes 
flags during a welcome 

ceremony in Israel 
(Photo: Flash90)

Changing Lives in Bethlehem
By Elvira & Pastor Naim Khoury, First Baptist Church Bethlehem 

Was your life changed by Vacation 
Bible School? It changes lives here in 
Bethlehem too! And what a difference 
those changes mean for our children.

Every summer we host a community-
wide Vacation Bible School. Roughly half 
of the 200-plus Arab children who join 
us every year do not attend church. 
Children’s families incur no expense 

when their child joins our programme. 
During the day, children learn stories 
from the Bible, sing, pray and work on 
beautiful crafts. We also practice 
memorising Bible verses. We hope that 
this year’s programme will bring glory to 
His name. Let us keep His light shining 
all around as we do His will and win 
souls for eternity! Thank you for 

supporting the Vacation Bible School and 
for your prayers as we serve the Lord!

Christians for Israel supports the ministry 
of First Baptist Church to the Palestinian 
people in Jerusalem, Bethlehem and Jericho. 
You can donate towards a Palestinian child 
attending the Vacation Bible School by 
completing the coupon on the back page.

The world is in turmoil. Hundreds of 
thousands of people are killed every year. 
Millions are on the run as refugees. 
Millennia-old cultures disappear. Political 
and social orders that seemed irrefutable 
are being shaken.

The modern Jewish state is a peaceful 
island in the middle of a bloody jungle. 
Even hostile neighbours openly admire 
Israel as an example of stability and 
economic success. In global comparison, 
the country is a model of tolerance and 
coexistence of different ethnic groups, 
cultures, religions and political convictions.

So why have almost all reputable 
politicians from the Americas to China, 
Finland to South Africa, have nothing 
better to do than to solve ‘the Middle East 
conflict’? I certainly don’t want to distract 
from those problems that actually exist in 
and in connection with Israel. The Jewish 
state does face challenges indeed. Not all 
is well in the land of Israel. But the 
ailments of Israel are hair loss, bad skin or, 
at worst a cold, compared to the 
pestilence and epidemics that slay 
millions in our immediate environment 
and around the world.

‘Just why,’ the author of Psalm 2 asks, ‘do 
the nations rage? Why do the states murmur 
in vain?’ (verse 1). In very few words, he 
draws the picture of a chaotic, 
uncontrollably roaring, unmanageable 
mass of human beings. The global 
community of nations, through which the 
people of this planet sought to achieve 
peace, security and order, is in turmoil. 

‘The kings of the earth set themselves. The 
bureaucrats take counsel together’ (verse 2a). 
The ruling politicians should actually be 
in control and have the reins in hand. But 
they swim with the stream of the majority 
opinion and agree to secret deliberations. 
Instead of opposing the Zeitgeist and 
demanding reason, they write resolutions 
that ultimately lead to war because they 
bow to the dynamics of the raging mob. 
All of this is seen by Jewish interpreters of 
Scripture in these few Hebrew words.

Martin Luther describes the troubled 
nations in his interpretation as 
‘unreasonable beasts’ and notes that the 
word used here, which he translates as 
‘Gentiles,’ “is often used in opposition to 
Israel or the Jews”.

The Psalmist makes two observations in 
the first two verses that cannot be 
detected by ordinary human perception. 
They require a prophetic understanding, a 
perspective that is impossible for the 
average human eye.

First, the aspirations of the Gentile 
nations and their leaders are literally 
‘empty,’ that is, ‘meaningless,’ ‘unreasonable,’ 
‘futile.’ When it refers to the actions of 
personalities in authority who vigorously 
represent or even demand something, the 
little Hebrew word ‘rek’, which stands at 
this point, means criminally ‘reckless.’ 

Second, the rebellion of the Gentiles is 
directed ‘against the Lord and against His 
Messiah’ (verse 2b).

Biblical word studies show that ‘the Son,’ 

‘the Servant,’ and ‘the Messiah’ of God are 
first the people of Israel. So, God explains 
to the Egyptian pharaoh: ‘Israel is my 
firstborn son!’, and demands, ‘Let my son 
go that he may serve me!’ Then He goes on 
to threaten: ‘If you refuse, however, I will 
kill your firstborn son!’ (Exodus 4:22). 
Likewise, the prophet Isaiah depicts the 
people of Israel as the servant of the Lord 
and King David knows that God ‘rebuked 
kings for the sake of Israel,’ declaring, ‘Do 
not touch my Messiahs’, i.e., ‘my anointed 
ones’ (1 Chronicles 16:21).

Of all exegetes, Martin Luther feels at this 
point a connection with Zechariah 2:12: 
‘He who touches you, touches the ball of my 
eye.’ However, ultimately caught up in the 
thinking of substitution theology, he 
overlooks the original meaning of 
Zechariah 2 regarding the Jewish people, 
which is also possible here in Psalm 2:2. 
Luther applies what is being said without 
further consideration to Christ and the 
Christian Church exclusively.

It does not have to be a contradiction, 
however, if the New Testament applies the 
words of the prophet, ‘I have called my son 
out of Egypt’ (Hosea 11:1) to Jesus 
(Matthew 2:15). In no way, it is 
irreconcilable with Israel’s special status as 
chosen people of God if the New 
Testament sees in Jesus the servant of God 
from the prophetic book of Isaiah, who 
bears the weakness and sickness of his 
nation. Naturally, the New Testament 
recognises in Jesus the Messiah, the Son of 

God and King of Israel. From a biblical 
perspective, only the unity of the people of 
Israel with her King gives the complete 
picture of ‘the Son of God’, ‘the Servant of 
the Lord’ or ‘God’s Anointed One’. The 
people of Israel are not complete without 
their King. And Jesus Christ will 
necessarily turn into an empty theological 
phrase if He is detached from his Jewish 
people and background.

The masses of the Gentile nations may tear 
each other apart and cause endless 
suffering to themselves. In their target 
direction, so the prophetic psalmist 
recognises, they agree ‘against the Lord 
and against his Messiah’.

‘Let us burst their bonds. Let us cast away 
their cords.’Verse 3 summarises the outcry 
for the emancipation of the Gentile world. 
The Hebrew words draw the violent 
tearing  of straps binding a yoke to a draft 
animal (Rashi). The orthodox German 
Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch  and the 
German reformer Martin Luther are in 
agreement that these ‘bonds and cords’ are 
exactly those divine orders without which 
a nation will perish. The word of God 
wants to serve the nations of this world for 
salvation. But instead of seeking to heal on 
the only path leading to that goal, laments 
Rabbi Hirsch, those who are in dear need 
of salvation fight the saving principle. 
They ‘look for the disease exactly where the 
cure is, and look for healing in what only 
multiplies their infirmity.’ 

Scarifying Shambolic  Psalm 2, Part 2
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author



With your help, we continue to support the return of the 
Bnei Menashe together with Michael Freund from Shavei 

Israel. They prepare the Bnei Menashe in India for their 
Aliyah and help them integrate into Israel. Recently a new 

group arrived in the Promised Land. Michael Freund 
recently shared this moving testimony about their arrival: 

“As I walked through Ben-Gurion Airport with the new arrivals, 
they burst into song, singing hymns of praise to God for His 

kindness in bringing them home. 

The verse ‘And 
the sons shall 

return to their 
borders’ 

(Jeremiah 
31:17) echoed 

loudly 
throughout 

the airport terminal, 
with many Israeli travellers and tourists clapping and singing along 

with us. It was a remarkable 
demonstration of faith and a 
tangible sign that the Lord is 
fulfilling His promises to His 

people Israel (Exodus 6:7). 
When the immigrants emerged 
into the arrivals hall, they were 
greeted by family members and 
loved ones, many of whom had 

not seen each other in years.”
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publication of Christians for Israel
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Bnei Menashe Long for Zion

June 2018 
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Hanoch Lhungdim and Family

I am a father of five beautiful children. I have never stopped 

dreaming of making Aliyah, settling in the land of my ancestors 

and seeing my kids grow up to be observant and ideal Jews. Many 

of my peers have already made Aliyah, but I don’t despair that I am 

still in Manipur, India. I believe there is a reason for everything and 

it is part of God’s plan. For many years, I have been reciting the 

Jewish daily prayer: “Sound the Great Shofar for our freedom... 

Blessed are You HaShem, who gathers in the dispersed His people 

Israel.” I now look forward to saying the prayer in Israel.

Tzvi Singson and Family

We are proud to belong to Menashe, the Lost Tribe of Israel, and practice Judaism daily. God promised our nation that one day He would bring us all back to Israel. We feel privileged that He is fulfilling His promise through us and bringing us home. My uncle, who I loved like a father, made Aliyah in 2006, I haven’t seen him for 12 years. I have missed him greatly all these years, I am very excited to reunite with him in Israel. I always told my three children not to get married until God brings us back to Israel. I have longed to go to Zion, and now God has heard our prayers. 

>> Home At Last Hanoch Lhungdim and 
Tzvi Singson and their families are amongst a group of Bnei 
Menashe making Aliyah in June 2018. We have 230 people 
confirmed in the group, all of whom are from the 
northeastern Indian state of Manipur. The group includes 35 
married couples, 98 children under the age of 17, and 19 
elderly people. 
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