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“And many people shall go and say, Come ye, and let us go 
up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of 
Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and we will walk in 

His paths: for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the 
word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” Isaiah 2:3

Verse inscribed on Prince William’s skullcap 

AUSTRALIA



Almost 25 years ago to the day, 
in September 1993, Israel’s 
President Yitzhak Rabin shook 
hands on the lawns of the White 
House with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, under the 
beaming face of US President 
Bill Clinton, to seal the first Oslo 
Agreement. 

The ‘Oslo’ agreements between Israel and 
the PLO were expected to usher in a new 
era of peace in the Middle East - the 
thinking being that an Israeli/Palestinian 
settlement would satisfy the Arab 
demands for its resolution as key to peace 
in the region. 

Who could have imagined that a quarter 
of a century later, Israeli/Palestinian peace 
would be as far away as ever, and the 
region would be engulfed in tensions that 
threaten to spin out of control? 

One thing is for sure – the conflict with 
the Arab Palestinians is neither the cause 
of conflict in the region nor is it the most 
dangerous threat to Israel’s existence or 
safety today. 

As the article by Jonathan Spyer indicates 
(page 3), the situation in Syria is getting 
worse rather than better. It is explosive, 
posing an existential threat to Israel’s 
security, and involving – in addition to 
Israel and Syria - many major powers: 
Russia, USA, Iran and Turkey in 
particular. Some argue that we are 
witnessing the fulfilment of the 
prophecies concerning Gog and Magog in 
Ezechiel 38-39. 

On the southern border, Hamas 
continues to fight a war of attrition 
against Israel. For weeks since it launched 
the ‘March of Return’ earlier this year, 
thousands of incendiary helium balloons 
and kites have been launched, destroying 
hectares of land and threatening lives (see 
further page 11). More recently, Palestinian 
terror groups have fired repeated salvos of 
rockets and mortar shells into southern 
Israel. Israel has responded by attacking 
targets in the Gaza Strip in the most 
extensive assault since 2014’s Operation 
Protective Edge, resulting in several 
Palestinian deaths. “The focus of the attack 
is a wide-scale strike on the Hamas 
Battalion HQ in Beit Lahia, which includes 
urban warfare training facilities, weapon 
storage warehouse, training compounds, 
command centres, offices and more,” the 
IDF said in a statement issued mid-July.

Meanwhile, relations between Israel and 
the PLO and PA under the leadership of 
Fatah have reached an all-time low, and 
there is no sign of improvement. There are 
increasing concerns about the willingness 
and ability of the Palestinians to make any 
concessions to their ambit claims to have 
their ‘State of Palestine’ based on the so-
called ‘1967 borders’ with ‘East Jerusalem’ as 
the capital. To make matters worse, PLO 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas (who is also 
President of the Palestinian Authority) is now 
82 years old, in bad health and there is no 
apparent successor. No elections have been 
held since 2005. 

Worse, the Palestinians are unlikely to 
abandon their culture of dependency and 
dysfunctionality. As Alex Joffe wrote in an 
article recently published by BESA, the 

‘pseudo-stability’ under Abbas is likely to 
end soon. “That pseudo-stability takes this 
form: the Israeli security apparatus keeps 
Hamas at bay in the West Bank, allowing 
Abbas to crack down on his rivals; and in 
exchange, the PA does not support a full-
fledged uprising, only terrorism by individuals. 
The probability of chaos, in the form of 
Hamas efforts to take over the West Bank or 
factional warfare between ‘security services,’ is 
very real.” (see www.besacenter.org)

For months, the United States has 
promised to come with a Peace Plan, but 
so far this has not eventuated, and even if 
it does so there are serious doubts 
whether such a plan will have any 
traction. Instead, in the meantime, the PA 
and the Arab States, continue their 
campaign to ‘internationalise’ the conflict 
through the United Nations institutions 
such as the General Assembly, Security 
Council, the UN Human Rights Council 
and UNESCO. A campaign which the EU 
willingly supports, although there are 
increasing signs that a number of EU 
member states – including the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, and Austria – are not 
happy with the EU’s one-sided support of 
the Palestinian cause.

Meanwhile, opponents of the ‘occupation’ 
continue to campaign for boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against 
Israel. The BDS movement is predicated 
on the idea that Israel’s ‘occupation’ is 
illegal. In line with this thinking, Ireland’s 
Senate has approved a law criminalising 
“trade with and economic support for illegal 
settlements in territories deemed occupied 
under international law”. Effectively, this 
law would make it illegal to import 
products produced in Israeli settlements. 
As Michael Freund has argued, this 
legislation (which still has to be approved by 
the Lower House) effectively discriminates 
against Jewish producers.

The recent adoption of the ‘Jewish Nation 
State’ law highlights the tension between 
the concept of a Jewish state, on the one 
hand, and the principle of democracy and 
equal treatment of all citizens, on the 
other. That tension is, however, not 
unique to Israel. Every state that purports 
to have a particular identity must wrestle 
with the same issue, whether it be a 
Christian, Muslim or any other identity. 
There is nothing inherently contradictory 
between being a Jewish and democratic 
state. Nevertheless, the State of Israel is 
faced with a huge challenge. With the rise 
of anti-Semitism (see page 6), the state will 
increasingly need to provide a refuge for 

Jews from around the world. Let us 
continue to pray that the Lord will give 
Israel’s leaders wisdom as they seek to 
develop a society based on principles of 
justice and righteousness. It is important 
that the government treat non-Jewish 
communities with respect. But this equally 
requires these communities to accept the 
Jewish character of the State and respect 
the authorities. Pray for mutual sensitivity 
and understanding between the Jewish 
and non-Jewish communities in Israel. 
Above all, let us pray that the Lord will 
fulfil His promise soon to pour out His 
‘spirit of grace and supplications’ upon ‘the 
House of David and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem’ (Zechariah 12:10). 

Jewish Festivals
Rosh Hashana - The Jewish New Year 
10-11 September 2018

Yom Kippur - Day of Atonement 
19 September 2018

Sukkot - Feast of Tabernacles 
24-30 September 2018

Tzom Gedaliah Feast of the Seventh Month, - 
commemorates the assassination of the Jewish 
governor of Judah  12 September 2018
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

ISRAEL
Ÿ Ezekiel 36 contains a wonderful 
prophecy about Israel. Verses 1-15 are 
about the restoration of the land. 
Verses 16-38 are about the restoration 
of the people. The physical 
restoration precedes the spiritual 
restoration. Give thanks that this is 
clearly visible. The Lord fulfils His 
Word. 

Ÿ Pray for the Jewish members of the 
Knesset. They are confronted daily 
with Arabic Knesset members who 
speak hate against Israel in the 
parliament and want to drive Jews out 
of the country.�

Ÿ Psalm 121 is a special psalm to read 
as you pray for Israel. This psalm 
mentions the Lord as the Keeper of 
Israel three times and says that He 
will keep them three times. 

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Acts 1:4-12. Give thanks that the 
Lord is bringing His people home so 
that when the Saviour comes, and His 
feet stand on the Mount of Olives, 
they will meet Him. We have the 
privilege to help the Jewish people in 
the diaspora return to Zion and to 
look for the coming of the Messiah 
together with them.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ The following sentence is from an 
invitation for a preachers’ seminar: 
“Theology needs a renovation. How do 
we relate to the reality of Israel?” Pray 
that theologians will discover the 
reality of Israel in their study of the 
Bible.�

Ÿ Pray that government leaders and 
nations will choose Jerusalem and not 
Babylon. (Isaiah 60:1-3, 12) Pray that 
they will learn to base their thoughts 
and actions on the Biblical Jerusalem 
and break the habit of basing their 
thoughts and actions on heathen 
Babylon. 

Ÿ Please pray for your own 
congregation today. Pray that the 
Lord Jesus will be the focal point and 
that there will be a love for God’s 
Word. This is the foundation for 
loving and understanding Israel. 
Anything else that we do for God’s 
people stems from love for His Son 
and His Word. 

For daily Prayer Points, go to our website: 
www.c4israel.com.au

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

Peace and Security?
Hamas’s March of Return
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Almost 25 years ago to the day, 
in September 1993, Israel’s 
President Yitzhak Rabin shook 
hands on the lawns of the White 
House with PLO Chairman 
Yasser Arafat, under the 
beaming face of US President 
Bill Clinton, to seal the first Oslo 
Agreement. 

The ‘Oslo’ agreements between Israel and 
the PLO were expected to usher in a new 
era of peace in the Middle East - the 
thinking being that an Israeli/Palestinian 
settlement would satisfy the Arab 
demands for its resolution as key to peace 
in the region. 

Who could have imagined that a quarter 
of a century later, Israeli/Palestinian peace 
would be as far away as ever, and the 
region would be engulfed in tensions that 
threaten to spin out of control? 

One thing is for sure – the conflict with 
the Arab Palestinians is neither the cause 
of conflict in the region nor is it the most 
dangerous threat to Israel’s existence or 
safety today. 

As the article by Jonathan Spyer indicates 
(page 3), the situation in Syria is getting 
worse rather than better. It is explosive, 
posing an existential threat to Israel’s 
security, and involving – in addition to 
Israel and Syria - many major powers: 
Russia, USA, Iran and Turkey in 
particular. Some argue that we are 
witnessing the fulfilment of the 
prophecies concerning Gog and Magog in 
Ezechiel 38-39. 

On the southern border, Hamas 
continues to fight a war of attrition 
against Israel. For weeks since it launched 
the ‘March of Return’ earlier this year, 
thousands of incendiary helium balloons 
and kites have been launched, destroying 
hectares of land and threatening lives (see 
further page 11). More recently, Palestinian 
terror groups have fired repeated salvos of 
rockets and mortar shells into southern 
Israel. Israel has responded by attacking 
targets in the Gaza Strip in the most 
extensive assault since 2014’s Operation 
Protective Edge, resulting in several 
Palestinian deaths. “The focus of the attack 
is a wide-scale strike on the Hamas 
Battalion HQ in Beit Lahia, which includes 
urban warfare training facilities, weapon 
storage warehouse, training compounds, 
command centres, offices and more,” the 
IDF said in a statement issued mid-July.

Meanwhile, relations between Israel and 
the PLO and PA under the leadership of 
Fatah have reached an all-time low, and 
there is no sign of improvement. There are 
increasing concerns about the willingness 
and ability of the Palestinians to make any 
concessions to their ambit claims to have 
their ‘State of Palestine’ based on the so-
called ‘1967 borders’ with ‘East Jerusalem’ as 
the capital. To make matters worse, PLO 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas (who is also 
President of the Palestinian Authority) is now 
82 years old, in bad health and there is no 
apparent successor. No elections have been 
held since 2005. 

Worse, the Palestinians are unlikely to 
abandon their culture of dependency and 
dysfunctionality. As Alex Joffe wrote in an 
article recently published by BESA, the 

‘pseudo-stability’ under Abbas is likely to 
end soon. “That pseudo-stability takes this 
form: the Israeli security apparatus keeps 
Hamas at bay in the West Bank, allowing 
Abbas to crack down on his rivals; and in 
exchange, the PA does not support a full-
fledged uprising, only terrorism by individuals. 
The probability of chaos, in the form of 
Hamas efforts to take over the West Bank or 
factional warfare between ‘security services,’ is 
very real.” (see www.besacenter.org)

For months, the United States has 
promised to come with a Peace Plan, but 
so far this has not eventuated, and even if 
it does so there are serious doubts 
whether such a plan will have any 
traction. Instead, in the meantime, the PA 
and the Arab States, continue their 
campaign to ‘internationalise’ the conflict 
through the United Nations institutions 
such as the General Assembly, Security 
Council, the UN Human Rights Council 
and UNESCO. A campaign which the EU 
willingly supports, although there are 
increasing signs that a number of EU 
member states – including the Czech 
Republic, Hungary, and Austria – are not 
happy with the EU’s one-sided support of 
the Palestinian cause.

Meanwhile, opponents of the ‘occupation’ 
continue to campaign for boycotts, 
divestment and sanctions (BDS) against 
Israel. The BDS movement is predicated 
on the idea that Israel’s ‘occupation’ is 
illegal. In line with this thinking, Ireland’s 
Senate has approved a law criminalising 
“trade with and economic support for illegal 
settlements in territories deemed occupied 
under international law”. Effectively, this 
law would make it illegal to import 
products produced in Israeli settlements. 
As Michael Freund has argued, this 
legislation (which still has to be approved by 
the Lower House) effectively discriminates 
against Jewish producers.

The recent adoption of the ‘Jewish Nation 
State’ law highlights the tension between 
the concept of a Jewish state, on the one 
hand, and the principle of democracy and 
equal treatment of all citizens, on the 
other. That tension is, however, not 
unique to Israel. Every state that purports 
to have a particular identity must wrestle 
with the same issue, whether it be a 
Christian, Muslim or any other identity. 
There is nothing inherently contradictory 
between being a Jewish and democratic 
state. Nevertheless, the State of Israel is 
faced with a huge challenge. With the rise 
of anti-Semitism (see page 6), the state will 
increasingly need to provide a refuge for 

Jews from around the world. Let us 
continue to pray that the Lord will give 
Israel’s leaders wisdom as they seek to 
develop a society based on principles of 
justice and righteousness. It is important 
that the government treat non-Jewish 
communities with respect. But this equally 
requires these communities to accept the 
Jewish character of the State and respect 
the authorities. Pray for mutual sensitivity 
and understanding between the Jewish 
and non-Jewish communities in Israel. 
Above all, let us pray that the Lord will 
fulfil His promise soon to pour out His 
‘spirit of grace and supplications’ upon ‘the 
House of David and all the inhabitants of 
Jerusalem’ (Zechariah 12:10). 
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Rosh Hashana - The Jewish New Year 
10-11 September 2018

Yom Kippur - Day of Atonement 
19 September 2018

Sukkot - Feast of Tabernacles 
24-30 September 2018

Tzom Gedaliah Feast of the Seventh Month, - 
commemorates the assassination of the Jewish 
governor of Judah  12 September 2018
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

ISRAEL
Ÿ Ezekiel 36 contains a wonderful 
prophecy about Israel. Verses 1-15 are 
about the restoration of the land. 
Verses 16-38 are about the restoration 
of the people. The physical 
restoration precedes the spiritual 
restoration. Give thanks that this is 
clearly visible. The Lord fulfils His 
Word. 

Ÿ Pray for the Jewish members of the 
Knesset. They are confronted daily 
with Arabic Knesset members who 
speak hate against Israel in the 
parliament and want to drive Jews out 
of the country.�

Ÿ Psalm 121 is a special psalm to read 
as you pray for Israel. This psalm 
mentions the Lord as the Keeper of 
Israel three times and says that He 
will keep them three times. 

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Acts 1:4-12. Give thanks that the 
Lord is bringing His people home so 
that when the Saviour comes, and His 
feet stand on the Mount of Olives, 
they will meet Him. We have the 
privilege to help the Jewish people in 
the diaspora return to Zion and to 
look for the coming of the Messiah 
together with them.

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ The following sentence is from an 
invitation for a preachers’ seminar: 
“Theology needs a renovation. How do 
we relate to the reality of Israel?” Pray 
that theologians will discover the 
reality of Israel in their study of the 
Bible.�

Ÿ Pray that government leaders and 
nations will choose Jerusalem and not 
Babylon. (Isaiah 60:1-3, 12) Pray that 
they will learn to base their thoughts 
and actions on the Biblical Jerusalem 
and break the habit of basing their 
thoughts and actions on heathen 
Babylon. 

Ÿ Please pray for your own 
congregation today. Pray that the 
Lord Jesus will be the focal point and 
that there will be a love for God’s 
Word. This is the foundation for 
loving and understanding Israel. 
Anything else that we do for God’s 
people stems from love for His Son 
and His Word. 

For daily Prayer Points, go to our website: 
www.c4israel.com.au

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

Peace and Security?
Hamas’s March of Return
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The recent raid on the T4 base at Tiyas in 
southern Syria was, according to global 
media reports, the third such action by 
Israeli air power against this facility in the 
course of 2018. It is part of an apparently 
ongoing campaign to prevent the 
entrenchment and consolidation (these are 
the words favoured by Israeli officials) of the 
Iranian military infrastructure in Syria.

Meanwhile, the Assad regime is moving 
into the final stages of its offensive 
against the rebellion in Deraa Province.  
Evidence has emerged of the presence of 
Iran-supported Shia militias among the 
forces operating on behalf of the regime 
in Deraa. The two forces whose 
commanders were photographed in the 
area are Liwa al-Zulfiqar and the Abu Fadl 
al-Abbas Brigade.

Haidar al Jubouri, Zulfiqar’s commander, 
was photographed in the operations room 
of the Syrian Arab Army’s 4th Division in 
Deraa. Commanders of the Abu Fadl al-
Abbas brigade, meanwhile, were seen in 
the area of Tafas. Notably, the latter 
individuals were pictured in Syrian army 
uniform, and in conversation with 
Russian officers.

The Israeli concern is not primarily with 
Deraa. Rather, Jerusalem is watching 
carefully to see which forces will be 
involved in the regime’s advance on 
Quneitra province, adjoining the Israeli-
controlled part of the Golan.

If the Quneitra offensive involves a similar 
mixing of forces to that in Deraa, this will 
enable officials to claim that Russian 
pressure is working, while presumably 
restating Israel’s determination to 
continue efforts to expel Iran from Syria 
in its entirety.  Defense Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman said recently that “the fact 
Iranian forces are present in Syria at all is 
unacceptable, and we will act against any 
Iranian consolidation in the area.” 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu, meanwhile met 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Prior to the meeting, the Prime Minister’s 
Office issued a statement reiterating that 
“Israel will not tolerate a military presence 
by Iran or its proxies anywhere in Syria and 
that Syria must strictly abide by the 1974 
Separation of Forces Agreement.”

So Israel makes clear its determination 
that Iran should quit Syria in its entirety, 
to act against specific Iranian targets. 
Syria appears to ignore or downplay those 
elements of the Iranian presence against 
which air action would have more limited 
or problematic application (such as pro-
Iranian units integrated into the Syrian 
Army). The Iranians, meanwhile, appear at 
present to be absorbing the blows with 
little apparent attempt at response, while 
maintaining their overall presence in 
Syria. Where may all this be headed?

First of all, it is important to understand 
the nature and dimensions of the Iranian 
project in Syria. Iran’s deep alliance with 
Assad’s Syria goes back to the first days of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and to Hafez 
Assad’s support of Teheran in the Iran-
Iraq War. Over the last seven years of civil 
war, however, the nature of the 
relationship has changed. Iranian 
provision of manpower and organisation 
of paramilitary forces has been essential 
to the regime’s survival. Teheran has 
invested upwards of $30 billion in Syria.  
The IRGC has established bodies within 
the formal structures of the Syrian state 
(the National Defence Forces), recruited 
young Syrians into locally based IRGC-
associated paramilitary groups, (Quwaat 
al-Ridha, 313 battalion), and of course 
brought its paramilitary proxies onto 
Syrian soil, along with IRGC personnel.

This is a major, far-reaching process, 
resembling in its key particulars parallel 
projects in Lebanon and Iraq. The 
intention is to establish political-military 
structures which will serve to enable the 
projection of Iranian power over the long 
term. The Iranian expertise in this area is 
without parallel in the region. As a result 
of this approach, Teheran now dominates 
Lebanon and has the upper hand in Iraq.  
Assad’s Syria, which has an openly 
dictatorial system, is a different political 
context to these, of course. But the 
evidence suggests that the Iranians are 
digging in to stay.

Will the Russians act as the lever for the 
removal of this Iranian project? This 
appears to be the hope of Israeli policy-
makers. But the facts would appear to 

indicate that Russia has neither the will 
nor even the ability, to achieve this 
objective. The Iranian pro-regime media 
is full of fear and speculation at the 
prospect of Russian betrayal. The Russian 
agenda in Syria does not directly parallel 
that of the Iranians (Moscow seeks good 
relations with all interested parties, the 
better to make itself the essential arbiter).  
But Moscow also has no interest in seeing 
the Iranians humiliated or their project 
reversed, particularly because they remain 
essential to the viability of Assad’s regime.

In any case, the Russian intervention in 
Syria has been predicated on a modest 
ground presence. It is thus not clear by 
which mechanism Russia could seek to 
induce such a withdrawal, even if it 
wished to.

So the Iranian project in Syria is likely to 
continue, and Iranian-associated forces in 
one guise or another are likely in the 
period ahead to be operating close to the 
border with Israel. Israel, meanwhile, is 
likely to maintain its intelligence 
domination across Syria and to continue 
periodically to strike at Iranian and 
Iranian associated targets, in order to 
build deterrence and prevent the 
consolidation of weapons systems and 
deployments.

Does this sound familiar? It ought to. It is 
in its essentials the situation that pertains 
in south Lebanon, and (in a far less 

threatening way) the Gaza Strip. 

What we see here is a contest between 
two systems with entirely different areas 
of expertise. The Iranians excel in 
establishing and utilising political and 
paramilitary clients to build power within 
regional spaces. They are however sharply 
deficient in conventional military skills.  
Israel, meanwhile, is outstanding in the 
fields of air warfare and intelligence and 
seeks to avoid being sucked into 
involvement in the complex and cutthroat 
world of proxy warfare within Arab 
societies (the now soon to be abandoned 
cooperation with the rebels of Quneitra 
represented only a partial exception to this 
rule).

The likely emergent picture in Syria, as in 
Lebanon, is therefore the ongoing 
consolidation of another IRGC project, in 
the framework of a weakened and 
truncated Arab state, along with an 
ongoing Israeli effort to deter the masters 
of this project from acts of aggression, or 
to confine such acts to the realm of 
rhetoric. Such a state of affairs is by its 
nature precarious, and potentially 
combustible. At the same time, the Israeli 
system has shown considerable skill in 
recent years precisely in the management 
of comparable situations.

Is Southern Syria Heading for 
‘Lebanonisation’?
By Dr Jonathan Spyer, Senior Research Fellow at the Global Research in International Affairs (GLORIA) Center, and a Fellow at the Middle East Forum
This is an abridged version of an article published in Jerusalem Post, 13 July 2018

The recent raid on the T4 base at Tiyas in 
southern Syria was, according to global 
media reports, the third such action by 
Israeli air power against this facility in the 
course of 2018. It is part of an apparently 
ongoing campaign to prevent the 
entrenchment and consolidation (these are 
the words favoured by Israeli officials) of the 
Iranian military infrastructure in Syria.

Meanwhile, the Assad regime is moving 
into the final stages of its offensive 
against the rebellion in Deraa Province.  
Evidence has emerged of the presence of 
Iran-supported Shia militias among the 
forces operating on behalf of the regime 
in Deraa. The two forces whose 
commanders were photographed in the 
area are Liwa al-Zulfiqar and the Abu Fadl 
al-Abbas Brigade.

Haidar al Jubouri, Zulfiqar’s commander, 
was photographed in the operations room 
of the Syrian Arab Army’s 4th Division in 
Deraa. Commanders of the Abu Fadl al-
Abbas brigade, meanwhile, were seen in 
the area of Tafas. Notably, the latter 
individuals were pictured in Syrian army 
uniform, and in conversation with 
Russian officers.

The Israeli concern is not primarily with 
Deraa. Rather, Jerusalem is watching 
carefully to see which forces will be 
involved in the regime’s advance on 
Quneitra province, adjoining the Israeli-
controlled part of the Golan.

If the Quneitra offensive involves a similar 
mixing of forces to that in Deraa, this will 
enable officials to claim that Russian 
pressure is working, while presumably 
restating Israel’s determination to 
continue efforts to expel Iran from Syria 
in its entirety.  Defense Minister Avigdor 
Lieberman said recently that “the fact 
Iranian forces are present in Syria at all is 
unacceptable, and we will act against any 
Iranian consolidation in the area.” 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu, meanwhile met 
with Russian President Vladimir Putin. 
Prior to the meeting, the Prime Minister’s 
Office issued a statement reiterating that 
“Israel will not tolerate a military presence 
by Iran or its proxies anywhere in Syria and 
that Syria must strictly abide by the 1974 
Separation of Forces Agreement.”

So Israel makes clear its determination 
that Iran should quit Syria in its entirety, 
to act against specific Iranian targets. 
Syria appears to ignore or downplay those 
elements of the Iranian presence against 
which air action would have more limited 
or problematic application (such as pro-
Iranian units integrated into the Syrian 
Army). The Iranians, meanwhile, appear at 
present to be absorbing the blows with 
little apparent attempt at response, while 
maintaining their overall presence in 
Syria. Where may all this be headed?

First of all, it is important to understand 
the nature and dimensions of the Iranian 
project in Syria. Iran’s deep alliance with 
Assad’s Syria goes back to the first days of 
the Islamic Republic of Iran, and to Hafez 
Assad’s support of Teheran in the Iran-
Iraq War. Over the last seven years of civil 
war, however, the nature of the 
relationship has changed. Iranian 
provision of manpower and organisation 
of paramilitary forces has been essential 
to the regime’s survival. Teheran has 
invested upwards of $30 billion in Syria.  
The IRGC has established bodies within 
the formal structures of the Syrian state 
(the National Defence Forces), recruited 
young Syrians into locally based IRGC-
associated paramilitary groups, (Quwaat 
al-Ridha, 313 battalion), and of course 
brought its paramilitary proxies onto 
Syrian soil, along with IRGC personnel.

This is a major, far-reaching process, 
resembling in its key particulars parallel 
projects in Lebanon and Iraq. The 
intention is to establish political-military 
structures which will serve to enable the 
projection of Iranian power over the long 
term. The Iranian expertise in this area is 
without parallel in the region. As a result 
of this approach, Teheran now dominates 
Lebanon and has the upper hand in Iraq.  
Assad’s Syria, which has an openly 
dictatorial system, is a different political 
context to these, of course. But the 
evidence suggests that the Iranians are 
digging in to stay.

Will the Russians act as the lever for the 
removal of this Iranian project? This 
appears to be the hope of Israeli policy-
makers. But the facts would appear to 

indicate that Russia has neither the will 
nor even the ability, to achieve this 
objective. The Iranian pro-regime media 
is full of fear and speculation at the 
prospect of Russian betrayal. The Russian 
agenda in Syria does not directly parallel 
that of the Iranians (Moscow seeks good 
relations with all interested parties, the 
better to make itself the essential arbiter).  
But Moscow also has no interest in seeing 
the Iranians humiliated or their project 
reversed, particularly because they remain 
essential to the viability of Assad’s regime.

In any case, the Russian intervention in 
Syria has been predicated on a modest 
ground presence. It is thus not clear by 
which mechanism Russia could seek to 
induce such a withdrawal, even if it 
wished to.

So the Iranian project in Syria is likely to 
continue, and Iranian-associated forces in 
one guise or another are likely in the 
period ahead to be operating close to the 
border with Israel. Israel, meanwhile, is 
likely to maintain its intelligence 
domination across Syria and to continue 
periodically to strike at Iranian and 
Iranian associated targets, in order to 
build deterrence and prevent the 
consolidation of weapons systems and 
deployments.

Does this sound familiar? It ought to. It is 
in its essentials the situation that pertains 
in south Lebanon, and (in a far less 

threatening way) the Gaza Strip. 

What we see here is a contest between 
two systems with entirely different areas 
of expertise. The Iranians excel in 
establishing and utilising political and 
paramilitary clients to build power within 
regional spaces. They are however sharply 
deficient in conventional military skills.  
Israel, meanwhile, is outstanding in the 
fields of air warfare and intelligence and 
seeks to avoid being sucked into 
involvement in the complex and cutthroat 
world of proxy warfare within Arab 
societies (the now soon to be abandoned 
cooperation with the rebels of Quneitra 
represented only a partial exception to this 
rule).

The likely emergent picture in Syria, as in 
Lebanon, is therefore the ongoing 
consolidation of another IRGC project, in 
the framework of a weakened and 
truncated Arab state, along with an 
ongoing Israeli effort to deter the masters 
of this project from acts of aggression, or 
to confine such acts to the realm of 
rhetoric. Such a state of affairs is by its 
nature precarious, and potentially 
combustible. At the same time, the Israeli 
system has shown considerable skill in 
recent years precisely in the management 
of comparable situations.

The likely emergent picture in Syria, as in Lebanon, 
is therefore the ongoing consolidation of another IRGC project.
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On 18th July, the Israeli 
parliament (Knesset) passed a 
law declaring Israel to be ‘the 
national home of the Jewish 
people’.

The bill was adopted by 62 votes in favour, 
with 55 votes against and two abstentions. 
The law is a Basic law, which means it is 
more difficult to repeal than ordinary laws. 

For months this controversial law was the 
subject of much debate in Israel and 
abroad. It raises the question whether the 
Jewish character of the State of Israel 
conflicts with democratic principles. 
Critics argue that the law effectively 
discriminates against Israel’s Arab and 
other non-Jewish minorities. It’s 
proponents, such as Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and Minister of Education 

Bennett, argue that the law simply reflects 
and acknowledges the fact that the State 
of Israel is an expression of Jewish self-
determination. Netanyahu praised the 
new law as “a pivotal moment in the annals 
of Zionism and the State of Israel”. He 
continued: “We enshrined in law the basic 
principle of our existence. Israel is the 
nation-state of the Jewish people which 
respects the individual rights of all its 

citizens. This is our state – the Jewish state. 
In recent years there have been some who 
have attempted to put this in doubt, to 
undercut the core of our being. Today we 
made it law: This is our nation, language 
and flag”. 

The ‘Basic Law: Israel as the Nation-state of 
the Jewish people’ contains the following 
provisions: 

Israeli Knesset Passes ‘Jewish 
Nation-State Law’ 

...continued on page 4



Analysis | Current Affairs04 August 2018 
Av - Elul - Tishrei 5778

Israel has effectively been 
boycotted by Britain for its 
entire history, delegitimised by 
royal avoidance, on the pretence 
of security concerns. 

Queen Elizabeth II made an official visit 
to Jordan in 1984; indeed, she has visited 
most other Middle Eastern countries 
during her 66-year reign, and 129 different 
countries in total.  Prince Philip and their 
sons Charles and Edward each made 
unofficial visits to Israel, in 1994, 1995 and 
2007 respectively. But no member of the 
Royal family has ever made an official 
visit to Israel. 

Given the Queen’s public and devout faith, 
there can be no doubt that she would have 
treasured the opportunity to visit the Holy 
Land, the land where her Lord Jesus lived 
and ministered and rose again. But 
monarchs cannot simply travel where and 
when they please. They must be invited 
first. But also, they must be allowed to go 
by those who direct their movements. 
British royal visits are ultimately 
determined by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO), because the 
Queen and her family embody the nation, 
and symbolise Britain’s goodwill to anyone 
they meet. Aware of this, leaked emails 
between royal courtiers in 2007 dismissed 
a possible trip to Israel by Charles, because 
of the “many ways in which Israel would 
want HRH (His Royal Highness) to burnish 
its international image”.

But the fresh winds of change were 
blowing in March 2017, not long after the 
Brexit vote in June 2016. On a visit to 
Israel, Boris Johnson, the British Foreign 
Secretary, approved of President Rivlin’s 
recent invitation for a royal visit to Israel 
to mark the centenary of the Balfour 
Declaration. In 1917, Britain had been the 
first nation to commit itself to re-

establish a Jewish homeland in the 
Ottoman-ruled region of Palestine. The 
centenary would be a worthy opportunity 
to reassert Britain’s support for the Jewish 
state. But a Foreign Secretary’s opinions 
do not always reflect those of the career 
civil servants who run the FCO. On the 
contrary, ever since the days of the 
Mandate, most FCO officials have had 
Arabist sympathies. These are not wrong 
in themselves, but until recently there has 
been a resulting concern not to offend 
Arab rulers and nations by displaying the 
deep and strong connections openly that 
Britain continues to maintain privately 
with Israel.

Yet changing realities in the Middle East 
are making these concerns more and 
more irrelevant. The Arab nations 
themselves are increasingly impatient 
with the Palestinian cause, given the 
relative stability that Israel provides, and 
also with the provocation of Hamas, 

seeing them as too closely connected to 
Iran. Israel has even become a key ally of 
the Arab League against the threat of Iran.  
So it seems British foreign policy in the 
region must start to make changes to keep 
up with the shifting alliances in the 
Middle East. Prince William’s visit is one 
reflection of that diplomatic shift, 
symbolising a new generation with hope 
for a better future.

For a young man who had just turned 36 
years of age, negotiating a trip to one of 
the most disputed areas of the world 
without being seen as interfering 
politically would be nearly impossible, a 

task that few apart from the Queen 
herself could manage. His personal 
advisers tried very hard to avoid any hint 
of political favouritism and nearly 

succeeded. William slipped up when 
speaking without notes to Abbas: “I am 
very glad that our two countries work so 
closely together” (since Palestine is not 
officially a ‘country’).  His press office also 
described the Old City of Jerusalem as 
being in ‘the occupied Palestinian 
territories’, which is strongly disputed by 
Israel. Every word William spoke was 
being scoured for even a hint of political 
support, so he did a remarkable job of 
maintaining diplomatic even-handedness, 
all things considered.

On a personal level, William was clearly 
moved by his visit to Yad Vashem. 

Knowing how sacred the Queen treats her 
own royal promises, William declared that 
his generation is now responsible for 
keeping alive the memory of the 
Holocaust: “I commit myself to doing this”. 
At an even deeper level, he also has a 
treasured family interest in protecting the 
Jewish people from persecution. His 
cherished grandfather Philip’s own 
beloved mother, the highly unusual 
Princess Alice, rescued a Jewish family in 
Greece during World War Two. She is 
now buried in a monastery on the Mount 
of Olives. President Rivlin astutely noted, 
therefore, that “a lot of kings and princes 
came to Jerusalem during the history… and 
you are the first one not to come only as a 
prince but also a pilgrim to the Holy Land 
and Jerusalem”. William stated: “her story is 
a matter of great pride for my whole family”.  

Let us pray indeed that William becomes 
a true pilgrim, sharing the faith of his 
grandmother and great-grandmother, 
that he might truly become one of those 
‘kings’ who will come ‘to the brightness of 
your rising’ (Isaiah 60:3, 9-12). 

Royal Visit a Sign of Things to Come 
Prince William became the first British royal to 
visit Israel and the Palestinian territories, 
beginning his trip with a visit to the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem.
Photo: Shutterstock

By James Patrick, Christians for Israel UK National Representative

At an even deeper level, he also 
has a treasured family interest in 
protecting the Jewish people...

1. Basic Principles

A. The land of Israel is the historical 
homeland of the Jewish people, in which 
the State of Israel was established.

B. The State of Israel is the national home 
of the Jewish people, in which it fulfils its 
natural, cultural, religious and historical 
right to self-determination.

C. The right to exercise national self-
determination in the State of Israel is 
unique to the Jewish people.

2. The Symbols of the State

A. The name of the state is ‘Israel.’

B. The state flag is white with two blue 
stripes near the edges and a blue Star of 
David in the centre.

C. The state emblem is a seven-branched 
menorah with olive leaves on both sides 
and the word ‘Israel’ beneath it. 

D. The state anthem is ‘Hatikvah.’

E. Details regarding state symbols will be 
determined by the law.

3. The Capital of the State

Jerusalem, complete and united, is the 
capital of Israel.

4. Language
A. The state’s language is Hebrew.
B. The Arabic language has a special status 
in the state; Regulating the use of Arabic 
in state institutions or by them will be set 
in law.
C. This clause does not harm the status 
given to the Arabic language before this 
law came into effect.

5. Ingathering of the Exiles
The state will be open for Jewish 
immigration and the ingathering of exiles.

6. Connection to the Jewish People
A. The state will strive to ensure the safety 
of the members of the Jewish people in 
trouble or in captivity due to the fact of 
their Jewishness or their citizenship.
B. The state shall act within the Diaspora 
to strengthen the affinity between the 
state and members of the Jewish people.
C. The state shall act to preserve the 
cultural, historical and religious heritage 
of the Jewish people among Jews in the 
Diaspora.

7. Jewish Settlement
A. The state views the development of 
Jewish settlement as a national value and 
will act to encourage and promote its 

establishment and consolidation.

8. Official Calendar
The Hebrew calendar is the official 
calendar of the state, and alongside it, the 
Gregorian calendar will be used as an 
official calendar. Use of the Hebrew 
calendar and the Gregorian calendar will 
be determined by law.

9. Independence Day and 
Memorial Days
A. Independence Day is the official 
national holiday of the state.
B. Memorial Day for the Fallen in Israel’s 

Wars and Holocaust and Heroism 
Remembrance Day are official memorial 
days of the State.

10. Days of Rest and Sabbath
The Sabbath and the festivals of Israel are 
the established days of rest in the state; 
Non-Jews have a right to maintain days of 
rest on their Sabbaths and festivals; Details 
of this issue will be determined by law.

11. Immutability
This Basic Law shall not be amended 
unless by another Basic Law passed by a 
majority of Knesset members.

...continued from page 3

Coalition members standing together after the nation-state bill passed on July 19, 2018.
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Israel has effectively been 
boycotted by Britain for its 
entire history, delegitimised by 
royal avoidance, on the pretence 
of security concerns. 

Queen Elizabeth II made an official visit 
to Jordan in 1984; indeed, she has visited 
most other Middle Eastern countries 
during her 66-year reign, and 129 different 
countries in total.  Prince Philip and their 
sons Charles and Edward each made 
unofficial visits to Israel, in 1994, 1995 and 
2007 respectively. But no member of the 
Royal family has ever made an official 
visit to Israel. 

Given the Queen’s public and devout faith, 
there can be no doubt that she would have 
treasured the opportunity to visit the Holy 
Land, the land where her Lord Jesus lived 
and ministered and rose again. But 
monarchs cannot simply travel where and 
when they please. They must be invited 
first. But also, they must be allowed to go 
by those who direct their movements. 
British royal visits are ultimately 
determined by the Foreign and 
Commonwealth Office (FCO), because the 
Queen and her family embody the nation, 
and symbolise Britain’s goodwill to anyone 
they meet. Aware of this, leaked emails 
between royal courtiers in 2007 dismissed 
a possible trip to Israel by Charles, because 
of the “many ways in which Israel would 
want HRH (His Royal Highness) to burnish 
its international image”.

But the fresh winds of change were 
blowing in March 2017, not long after the 
Brexit vote in June 2016. On a visit to 
Israel, Boris Johnson, the British Foreign 
Secretary, approved of President Rivlin’s 
recent invitation for a royal visit to Israel 
to mark the centenary of the Balfour 
Declaration. In 1917, Britain had been the 
first nation to commit itself to re-

establish a Jewish homeland in the 
Ottoman-ruled region of Palestine. The 
centenary would be a worthy opportunity 
to reassert Britain’s support for the Jewish 
state. But a Foreign Secretary’s opinions 
do not always reflect those of the career 
civil servants who run the FCO. On the 
contrary, ever since the days of the 
Mandate, most FCO officials have had 
Arabist sympathies. These are not wrong 
in themselves, but until recently there has 
been a resulting concern not to offend 
Arab rulers and nations by displaying the 
deep and strong connections openly that 
Britain continues to maintain privately 
with Israel.

Yet changing realities in the Middle East 
are making these concerns more and 
more irrelevant. The Arab nations 
themselves are increasingly impatient 
with the Palestinian cause, given the 
relative stability that Israel provides, and 
also with the provocation of Hamas, 

seeing them as too closely connected to 
Iran. Israel has even become a key ally of 
the Arab League against the threat of Iran.  
So it seems British foreign policy in the 
region must start to make changes to keep 
up with the shifting alliances in the 
Middle East. Prince William’s visit is one 
reflection of that diplomatic shift, 
symbolising a new generation with hope 
for a better future.

For a young man who had just turned 36 
years of age, negotiating a trip to one of 
the most disputed areas of the world 
without being seen as interfering 
politically would be nearly impossible, a 

task that few apart from the Queen 
herself could manage. His personal 
advisers tried very hard to avoid any hint 
of political favouritism and nearly 

succeeded. William slipped up when 
speaking without notes to Abbas: “I am 
very glad that our two countries work so 
closely together” (since Palestine is not 
officially a ‘country’).  His press office also 
described the Old City of Jerusalem as 
being in ‘the occupied Palestinian 
territories’, which is strongly disputed by 
Israel. Every word William spoke was 
being scoured for even a hint of political 
support, so he did a remarkable job of 
maintaining diplomatic even-handedness, 
all things considered.

On a personal level, William was clearly 
moved by his visit to Yad Vashem. 

Knowing how sacred the Queen treats her 
own royal promises, William declared that 
his generation is now responsible for 
keeping alive the memory of the 
Holocaust: “I commit myself to doing this”. 
At an even deeper level, he also has a 
treasured family interest in protecting the 
Jewish people from persecution. His 
cherished grandfather Philip’s own 
beloved mother, the highly unusual 
Princess Alice, rescued a Jewish family in 
Greece during World War Two. She is 
now buried in a monastery on the Mount 
of Olives. President Rivlin astutely noted, 
therefore, that “a lot of kings and princes 
came to Jerusalem during the history… and 
you are the first one not to come only as a 
prince but also a pilgrim to the Holy Land 
and Jerusalem”. William stated: “her story is 
a matter of great pride for my whole family”.  

Let us pray indeed that William becomes 
a true pilgrim, sharing the faith of his 
grandmother and great-grandmother, 
that he might truly become one of those 
‘kings’ who will come ‘to the brightness of 
your rising’ (Isaiah 60:3, 9-12). 

Royal Visit a Sign of Things to Come 
Prince William became the first British royal to 
visit Israel and the Palestinian territories, 
beginning his trip with a visit to the Yad Vashem 
Holocaust memorial in Jerusalem.
Photo: Shutterstock

By James Patrick, Christians for Israel UK National Representative

At an even deeper level, he also 
has a treasured family interest in 
protecting the Jewish people...

1. Basic Principles

A. The land of Israel is the historical 
homeland of the Jewish people, in which 
the State of Israel was established.

B. The State of Israel is the national home 
of the Jewish people, in which it fulfils its 
natural, cultural, religious and historical 
right to self-determination.

C. The right to exercise national self-
determination in the State of Israel is 
unique to the Jewish people.

2. The Symbols of the State

A. The name of the state is ‘Israel.’

B. The state flag is white with two blue 
stripes near the edges and a blue Star of 
David in the centre.

C. The state emblem is a seven-branched 
menorah with olive leaves on both sides 
and the word ‘Israel’ beneath it. 

D. The state anthem is ‘Hatikvah.’

E. Details regarding state symbols will be 
determined by the law.

3. The Capital of the State

Jerusalem, complete and united, is the 
capital of Israel.

4. Language
A. The state’s language is Hebrew.
B. The Arabic language has a special status 
in the state; Regulating the use of Arabic 
in state institutions or by them will be set 
in law.
C. This clause does not harm the status 
given to the Arabic language before this 
law came into effect.

5. Ingathering of the Exiles
The state will be open for Jewish 
immigration and the ingathering of exiles.

6. Connection to the Jewish People
A. The state will strive to ensure the safety 
of the members of the Jewish people in 
trouble or in captivity due to the fact of 
their Jewishness or their citizenship.
B. The state shall act within the Diaspora 
to strengthen the affinity between the 
state and members of the Jewish people.
C. The state shall act to preserve the 
cultural, historical and religious heritage 
of the Jewish people among Jews in the 
Diaspora.

7. Jewish Settlement
A. The state views the development of 
Jewish settlement as a national value and 
will act to encourage and promote its 

establishment and consolidation.

8. Official Calendar
The Hebrew calendar is the official 
calendar of the state, and alongside it, the 
Gregorian calendar will be used as an 
official calendar. Use of the Hebrew 
calendar and the Gregorian calendar will 
be determined by law.

9. Independence Day and 
Memorial Days
A. Independence Day is the official 
national holiday of the state.
B. Memorial Day for the Fallen in Israel’s 

Wars and Holocaust and Heroism 
Remembrance Day are official memorial 
days of the State.

10. Days of Rest and Sabbath
The Sabbath and the festivals of Israel are 
the established days of rest in the state; 
Non-Jews have a right to maintain days of 
rest on their Sabbaths and festivals; Details 
of this issue will be determined by law.

11. Immutability
This Basic Law shall not be amended 
unless by another Basic Law passed by a 
majority of Knesset members.

...continued from page 3

Coalition members standing together after the nation-state bill passed on July 19, 2018.

On Monday 11 June 2018, Christians 
for Israel and the Sabaoth Church 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of 
Israel in Verona, Italy.

The event was a huge success, with some 
well-known dignitaries attending and 
speaking. We received many warm 
messages, including a welcome from the 
Jewish community, and a greeting from 
the Senator of the Italian Parliament, 
Liliana Segre, a Holocaust survivor, who 
kindly sent us her greeting and thanked 
the organisers for the event.

The hall where we held the event was 
graced with flags of Israel, and our guests 
were overwhelmed by the love and warm 
welcome they received. 

Mr Rafael Erdreich, Minister of Public and 
Political Affairs of the Israeli Embassy, 
was our guest of honour. Mr Erdreich is a 
good friend of Professor Edda Fogarollo, 
president of Christians for Israel Italy. 

Dr Roberto Israel, president of ‘The 
Holocaust Children’ from the National 
Holocaust Study and Research Centre, 
said: “In times like these, when being a Jew 
in Europe has become difficult, events like 

these are very important to change the 
history of the nations.”  

Dr Edi Maria Neri, who represented the 
Mayor of Verona, commented that 
working together to stand with Israel is 
important. She said the Mayor’s office 
would be happy to work with Christians 
for Israel Italy to transform the culture 
tainted by the false information 
propagated by some media outlets 

regarding Israel. Pastor Roberto Belloni 
and Chiara Canciani from the Christians 
for Israel Youth Group were also among 
the speakers. 

A concert titled ‘Note Scordate’ by Duo 
Elimo, dedicated to the story of Jewish 
musicians persecuted by the racial laws in 
Italy, closed the event. We are grateful to 
God for this beautiful event, which also 
got local media coverage.

Birth and Challenge of Israel 
By Edda Fogarollo, Christians for Israel Italy
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Short News

The colour blue has its own exhibition 
in Israel, at least the specific Biblical 
colour blue called tekhelet (Hebrew) as 
seen on the Israeli flag, has. However, 
the origin of this colour has its roots in 
the Bible. The Ark of the Covenant, 
for example, had to be covered with 
tekhelet-dyed cloths, and a blue thread 
had to be placed in the corners of the 
garments of every Israelite. In honour 
of the seventieth anniversary of the 
State of Israel, an exposition was 
opened in the Bible Lands Museum in 
Jerusalem that explores why this 
national colour is so important for 
Israel. 

Conference ‘Hacked’
During a speech by Prime Minister 
Netanyahu in Israel, in a conference 
on cybersecurity, the lights suddenly 
dimmed, and on the screen, the 
following message appeared: “Ladies 
and gentlemen, this conference has just 
been hacked. Ironic, isn’t it? (…) We are 
located in a country not far from Israel. 
That is all you should now at this 
moment.” It turned out to be a 
simulation. However, Prime Minister 
Netanyahu pointed to the real threats 
of states that can hack the Israeli 
systems. “We have huge opportunities, 
but also face immense challenges.”

Help for French Jews
Jews from France who move to Israel 
have to deal with enormous 
bureaucracy. Prime Minister 
Netanyahu promised during his visit to 
Paris, France, that Israel will try its 
best to diminish the red tape, 
especially when it comes to changing 
drivers’ licences and professional 
certificates.

From 15 to 17 June, more than 300 
participants attended the Jubilee -
Conference in Würzburg, in honour of 
the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel 
and the 20th birthday of Christians for 
Israel in Germany. 

Harald Eckert, the chairman of the 
German branch, was pleased to welcome 
Christian and Jewish guests on the 
opening evening. In his message, he 
referred to Ezekiel 37, where the vision of 
the valley of the dry bones symbolises the 
Jewish exile and reminds us of the 
Holocaust. Today we rejoice in the fact 
that the people of Israel have started to 
come home and a State has been created. 
Verses 24 to 28 in the same chapter give us 
hope for a wonderful future together.

Roger van Oordt, the director of 

Christians for Israel Netherlands, the 
founding organisation of Christians for 
Israel International, remarked: “The Lord 
is faithful to His people, and He is fulfilling 
His promises to them. The return of the 
Jewish people to the land of their forefathers 
is a fulfilment of Biblical prophecy. We are a 
privileged generation to witness this. But the 
return and restoration is not without 
difficulties. Like in the time of Moses, 
Nehemiah and Esra, there are many 
obstacles and wars against Israel. We, as 
Christians, should not be indifferent, but 
help the Jewish people, through prayer and 
practical support. It is a great privilege that 
God has chosen us to bless Israel.” 

Marie-Louise Weissenböck, Chairwoman 
of Christians for Israel in Austria and 
Regional Director of Europe, spoke about 

the wonderful cooperation between 
Germany, Austria and Switzerland. 

On the last day, Pastor Tobias Krämer, a 
member of the German board, preached 
about Deuteronomy 7:6-8. He emphasised 
God’s eternal love for the Jewish people 
and the oath He gave to Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob, binding Him to His people like 
a man to his wife, legally and emotionally. 
Paul confirmed this in Romans 11:28-29 
when he says that the Jewish people are 
loved on account of the patriarchs. 
Therefore it is also the mandate of 
Christians, to stand alongside Israel.

The conference was a very special event 
with times of worship, prayer, speeches by 
Jewish and Christian representatives, a 
concert by Israeli musicians, a film about 
Israel, among other items.

20th Jubilee in Germany
By Joachim Kudlek, Editor of Christians for Israel Germany. Translated and abridged by ML Weissenböck

Something ‘Blue’ 

Christians for Israel Uganda organised a 
7km Prayer March in July to celebrate 
the 70th anniversary of Israel. The 
Prayer March started at Makerere 
University and went through the streets 
of Kampala city and ended at Kololo 
Airstrip. 

Over 12,000 Christians participated 
including government ministers, city 
mayors, the Uganda Police Force Band, 
bishops, pastors and others from 
Ethiopia, America and Israel. The whole 
march was broadcast live on Salt 
Television and Kingdom TV, which was 
watched by millions of Ugandans and 
people abroad. In her speech, Minister of 

Health, Dr Christine Ondoa said Uganda 
has gone back to her biblical roots: 
“Israel and this historical Prayer March, the 
first ever of its kind, will be a great bridge 
between the two states.”  Drake Kanaabo, 
director of Christians for Israel Uganda 
said: “The church must wake up and stand 
with her big brother Israel.” 

Drake and seven other well-known 
spiritual leaders of Uganda including 
Pastor Laban Jumba and Pastor Bugingo 
of the House of Prayer Church, one by 
one led the people into an outpouring 
prayer for Israel. After the event, 
Christians for Israel Uganda hosted a 
dinner for 350 people at the Serena 

Hotel Kampala 
including the 
Ugandan First 
Lady Mrs Janet 
Museveni, country 
diplomats, 
military generals, 
Israel’s 
Ambassador Mr 
Noah, members of 
the Jewish 
community, 
bishops and 
ministers. 

Two weeks after the Prayer March, a 
delegation of Uganda parliament visited 

Israel and had a meeting in the Knesset. 
Drake Kanaabo: “To God be the glory.”  

Uganda Prayer March 2018 By Rev Cornelis Kant
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‘Never again.’ Year after year people 
around the world repeat these 
words during Holocaust memorial 
events, and of course, they mean 
what they say. Yet European 
policymakers seem clueless about 
how to reign in the increase of anti-
Semitism. In some countries, it 
seems that even the government 
itself is infected. Although not all 
Jews in Europe feel unsafe, they do 
feel a growing unease.

Religious freedom is under pressure. 
Political disagreements with Israel are 
taken out on (local) Jewish communities. 
Meanwhile, traditional forms of anti-
Semitism are also resurfacing.

Of course, authorities do speak out 
against anti-Semitism now and then. Of 
course, there are public shows of support, 
for example in Berlin, where hundreds of 
people took to the streets wearing kippot 
in response to the news that Jews no 
longer feel safe wearing a kippah on the 
street. Of course, Jewish organisations can 
count on help with security from the 
police, or even from the military, but all of 
this only addresses the symptoms instead 
of curing the disease. Despite everything, 
anti-Semitism appears to keep on growing.

European leaders’ attitudes on the matter 
do not give concerned citizens much reason 
for hope. Recently PA leader Mahmoud 
Abbas gave a speech in which he, in effect, 

blamed the Holocaust on the Jews 
themselves. There was not a single word of 
condemnation from Europe. Let us hope 

and pray that the Eternal One will give us 
the courage to continue to stand in the 
breach for His people in times like these.

Growing Anti-Semitism in Europe
By Ruben Ridderhof, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Photo: Flash90

>> Recent Anti-Semitic Developments in Europe

Iceland is considering making 
circumcision a crime, with a six-year 
prison sentence for anyone performing a 
circumcision. 

The United Kingdom saw a shocking 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in 2017. 
On average there are four anti-Semitic 
incidents per day.

In Ireland’s parliament, a large majority 
voted for a Senate proposal that makes 
the sale and purchase of products from 
Israel’s ‘territories’ a punishable offence.  
Because of political pressure, the 
proposal has not yet been made law, but 
the majority vote speaks volumes.

In The Netherlands, a Jewish restaurant 
was vandalised multiple times. The police 
and media hesitated to call the violence 
‘anti-Semitic’. 

A curriculum for children in Belgium for 
the commemoration of the Holocaust 
promotes anti-Semitic ideas, for example 
with anti-Semitic cartoons as illustrations. 

In France 84-year-old Holocaust survivor 
Mireille Knoll was murdered in her Paris 
apartment on March 24th. The 
authorities are calling it an act of anti-
Semitism.

In April, Jewish leaders in Germany called 
on their followers not to wear a kippah 
after a 21-year-old immigrant wore a 
kippah as an ‘experiment' and was 
attacked.

Italian soccer fans misused pictures of 
Anne Frank to make fun of Lazio Roma 
supporters.

In Sweden Molotov cocktails were 
thrown into a group of Jewish youth at a 
Hanukkah celebration at the end of 2017. 

Jews in Finland are feeling more and 
more unsafe. In late 2017 the Jewish 
community in Helsinki turned to crowd-
funding to finance extra security 
measures.

Manifestations of anti-Semitism in 
Poland are on the rise after the Polish 
government has adopted a law denying 
Polish involvement in the Holocaust. 
Polish Jews do not feel safe and are 
worried about what may be coming.

The conflict with Russia is contributing 
to a rise in nationalism in Ukraine. This 
often goes hand in hand with anti-
Semitism. National heroes are honoured, 
but often those same heroes were guilty 
of organising pogroms or collaborating 
with the Nazis. On April 20th Adolf 
Hitler’s birthday was celebrated with 
various expressions of anti-Semitism. 
Graffiti reading:  “A world without Jews. 
Kill a Jew.” was sprayed onto a wall in 
Odessa. In Poltava, a Jewish mass grave 
was desecrated with graffiti to the same 
effect: “Death to the Jews.”

A high-ranking official in Hungary’s 
ruling political party chose to spend 
January 27th, International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, attending a memorial 
for a former Nazi-collaborator.

Bucharest, the capital of Romania, 
ranked third in online anti-Semitism in 
January according to research from the 
Israeli Ministry for Diaspora Affairs. In 
first and second place were the cities of 
Santiago in Chile and Dnipro 
(Dnipropetrovsk) in Ukraine.

Alon Ben-Gurion Visits 
C4I Headquarters

On Friday 18 May the new summer 
exhibition Israel Wonder of the World at the 

Christians for Israel 
office in the 
Netherlands was 
opened in the presence 
of Alon Ben-Gurion, 
grandson of David Ben-
Gurion – the first 
Israeli Prime Minister 
and one of the 
founders of the modern 
State of Israel. At this 
occasion, one of the 
halls of the new Israel 
Centre was renamed 
David Ben-Gurion Hall. 

Alon Ben-Gurion opened the hall by 
installing a name sign above the door. 

Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast 
Christians for Israel was privileged to 
participate in the second Annual 
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast (JPB) from 
6-7 June 2018 in Jerusalem. Modelled 
on the National Prayer Breakfast held 
annually in Washington, the JPB 
attracted over 600 Christian delegates 
from about 70 nations. 

Highlights of the JPB were the 
meetings with Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin and Speaker of the Knesset Yuli 
Edelstein, sessions of prayer, and 
powerful speeches by a number of 
Jewish and Christian leaders including 
Deputy Minister and former Israeli 
Ambassador to the US Michael Oren, 
Anne Graham Lotz, former Congress 
member Michele Bachmann, and 
Governor of Kentucky Matt Bevin. 

The Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast is a 
testimony of the growing 
understanding between Christian and 
Jewish leaders. As well-known religious 
and political figure, Orthodox Rabbi 
Yehuda Glick, said in his official 
greeting: “I’m so excited that today we 
have Christians from 70 nations in 
Jerusalem, our capital, to pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem!  We have been waiting 
for you for some 2,000 years! As the 
prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 2:2: Now it 
shall come to pass in the latter days that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills, and 
all nations shall flow to it.”

JPB events are being planned in many 
nations in the coming year. 

By Andrew Tucker

On Friday 18 May the new summer 
exhibition Israel Wonder of the World at the 

Christians for Israel 
office in the 
Netherlands was 
opened in the presence 
of Alon Ben-Gurion, 
grandson of David Ben-
Gurion – the first 
Israeli Prime Minister 
and one of the 
founders of the modern 
State of Israel. At this 
occasion, one of the 
halls of the new Israel 
Centre was renamed 
David Ben-Gurion Hall. 

Alon Ben-Gurion opened the hall by 
installing a name sign above the door. 

Pim van der Hoff, Chairman of Christians for Israel Netherlands and 
Alon Ben-Gurion during the opening of the David Ben-Gurion hall.
Photo: Han Schenk



Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavorim),

Shalom and Welcome to our August—
September edition of Israel and 
Christians Today Australia.

Current Global events 
surrounding Israel
These last months have seen more signs 
of the times with continued attacks 
and threats on Israel from Hamas in 
Gaza, who have now stooped to a 
new all time low, with its deployment 
of incendiary kites and balloons 
across the border to set hundred and 
thousands of acres of farm land on fire 
and threatening the peace and safety 
of the nearby residents in Israel. 

On top of that, barrages of rockets 
have been launched indiscriminately 
on largely unarmed civilians in the 
neighbouring regions of southern Israel. 

Sadly much of the mainstream media 
including our own national broadcaster 
have reported this from a very twisted 
and biased point of view as our new 
contributors—Dr David Adler, President 
of the Australian Jewish Association, 
and, Ron Weiser AM, Public Affairs 
Chairman of the Zionist Federation of 
Australia and a Past President. See thier 
reports and opinion pieces on page 2 
and 11 of this insert.

In response to this crisis Christians 
for Israel has launched an emergency 
appeal to raise much needed funds to 
help purchase all-terrain vehicles and 
portable field water pumps to help 
fight these fires as quickly as possible 
to prevent further devastation to 
farmlands, crops and the environment, 
see details on page 11.

However troubling as this seemingly 
eternal conflict along the Gaza strip 
continues to be, I’m told by experts 
that the Palestinian conflict is no where 
near as threatening as the gathering 
storm clouds along Israel’s northern 
border with Syria and illegal proxies 
of Iran rattling their threatening sabres 
of malice and hatred towards the tiny 
Jewish state, as covered by Dr Jonathan 

Spyer’s analysis on page 3. 

Thank Goodness for the Likes of 
America and other Shepherds the Lord 
is raising up to help stand with Israel in 
these most uncertain times.

Most encouraging of course was the 
historic and somewhat unprecedented 
official visit by the United Kingdoms 
Prince Harry. You can read this article 
in the front of this edition. See the 
commentary by another new contributor 
James Patrick on page 4.

Stan Goodenough’s 4th 
Australian Speaking Tour
During August and 
September our good 
friend and tour guide 
Stan Goodenough is 
travelling the length 
and breadth of our 
nation on his 4th 
national speaking tour 
to encourage, inspire 
and possibly provoke 
our citizens and leaders 
in finally making a stand 
for Israel in establishing 
our Australian Embassy 
in Jerusalem, as has 
America and quite a few 
other countries. Please 
see Stan’s itinerary on 
page 3 of this insert 
for details and be sure 
to try and get along to 
one of his events—I’m 
sure you will be greatly empowered and 
informed as to what is really happening.

Stan will then return to Israel to guide 
our next Vision Christian Tour with two 
full bus loads of excited Aussies. 

Our 2018 Tour to Israel...
STOP PRESS! There are just a few seats 
remaining so if you want to come on the 
trip of a life time it’s such an investment 
and something you will cherish for years 
to come. Our 2018 tour includes Israel, 
Petra/Jordan and an  optional cruise 
extension to Greece and Ephesus. 
Contact our wonderful agents at Olive 
Tree Travel on free call 1300 550 830 for 
all the details.

More Israel Tours for 2019
Next year we will be encouraging our 
readers and supporters to attend the 
C4I Study Tour after our Bi-annual 
Christians for Israel Forum in Jerusalem. 
The Study tour dates are Sat 9 to Fri 15, 
March, 2019. See www.c4israel.com.au 

for details—to be posted soon.

A reminder that Judy Russell will be also 
leading a Special Almond Blossom Tour, 
Feb-March, to visit some of our C4I 
projects in Ukraine, Poland and Israel 
and those interested can stay on for 
the Forum or the post forum study tour.  
See details on page 8 of this insert.

Mandy and I are already finalising our 
plans for next years Vision Christian Tour 
in September. We’ll be creating another 
value packed tour across Israel, Jordan 
and Petra, and for the first time in four 
years we will be offering the optional 
extension trip to visit the 7 Churches 

of Revelation across 
Turkey and to also visit 
Gallipoli and Istanbul 
(Constantinople), where 
the largest church in 
the world stood for 800 
years.

These tours are amazing 
and completely safe 
(despite what you hear in 
the news). We often say 
going to Israel is like 2 
years of Bible colleague 
and is often called the 
“5th Gospel” as you 
walk in the footsteps of 
the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apostles and of course 
our Messiah. You’ll get 
to walk, stand, sail, swim, 
climb and eat in the very 
locations where many 

of the miracles of the Bible took place. 
And seeing today’s Israel is a veritable 
modern day miracle in itself!

So whether its with Mandy and I, Judy 
Russell or anyone of a number of other 
tours being offered, can I encourage 
you to seriously and prayerfully consider 
going, as this promise in Psalm 84.5 
says... ”What joy for those whose strength 
comes from the LORD, who have set their 
minds on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem.”

A Big Thank You to our Supporters

Thank you for everyone who respond-
ed so generously to our special lift out 
feature on Aliyah to help bring the scat-
tered Jews back home to Israel. 

Many of you gave sacrificially and I 
was pleased to send a total of $74,000 
for Aliyah and our other humanitarian 
projects for the first quarter of this year 
to our International office to be given 
to the various agencies who you’ve 
empowered to bring much comfort to 
the Lord’s brethren. As the scriptures 

tell us that when we give food, clothing, 
shelter or even a cup of water to His 
brethren, we do it for Him. 

“Then the righteous will answer Him, 
‘Lord, when did we see You hungry 
and feed You, or thirsty and give You 
something to drink? When did we see 
You a stranger and take You in, or naked 
and clothe You? When did we see You 
sick or in prison and visit You?’ And the 
King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, whatever 
you did for one of the least of these 
brothers of Mine, you did for Me.’”  
- Matthew 25:37-40

Israel’s 70 Year Celebration 
Magazine is Almost Here...
The Special limited edition ‘Israel 70th 
Magazine’ has been printed and is on 
its way with the shipment expected 
to arrive in Brisbane on August 6, so 
hopefully it will quickly clear customs 
and we will soon be packing up the 
many back orders and getting them out 
to you as soon as possible. Also there 
are new books that were advertised in 
the last edition. We apologise for the 
extended delays, but it is beyond our 
control. Thank you for your patience 
and understanding.

Special Love Gifts to Comfort 
the Lord’s People.
We are still asking for $70 as part of our 
Israel 70th commemorations to help 
cover the printing and postage costs 
of the newspaper and to help us start 
printing copies for our Island neighbours 
in PNG, The Solomon’s and Vanuatu. 
When you make your gift please be sure 
to make your cheque or money orders 
out to Christians for Israel Australia Inc 
and give us your contact details so we 
can send you a receipt. 

Please also prayerfully consider making 
a generous gift in helping to bring 
one or more Jews home in the Aliyah 
projects we are committed to.

Also, consider giving to our emergency 
fire-fighting appeal. This will help equip 
Israeli people to put out fires caused by 
Hamas terrorists along the neighbouring 
Gaza border.

Every Blessing to you all, in the name of 
Yeshua Ha Meshiach (Jesus the Messiah) 
our coming King. And if the Lord leads, 
enables and provides, may we see you 
next year in Jerusalem.

Ian Worby  
National Leader & Regional Director for 
Christians for Israel Australia & Oceania.

Are We Seeing an Increase in End-time Signs?

Ian and Mandy Worby in Jerusalem

August 2018Report From Our National Leader

Comforts

Informs

Inspires

by Ian Worby – National Leader and Regional Director for Oceania 

...the 
Palestinian 

conflict is no 
where near as 
threatening as 
the gathering 
storm clouds 
along Israel’s 

northern 
border with 

Syria...



2 August 2018Opinon Piece: ABC anti-Israel bias is so extreme it now...

by Dr David Adler, President, Australian Jewish Association

Dances to Terror’s Tune

If when you woke on the 
morning of Sunday 15 
July, you made the error of 
watching the ABC television 
news bulletin, you would have 
seen that the lead item began: 

‘The Israeli military 
has launched a 
wave of airstrikes 
against dozens of 
militant targets in 
the Gaza Strip.’

The bulletin included video clips of 
bombs exploding buildings, narrated as 
Israel’s targets in Gaza, and went on to 
describe ‘the operation is one of Israel’s 
broadest since the 2014 war.’ Anyone 
not informed about events in the region 
could be forgiven for concluding Israel 
had just initiated a war and had done so 
with no clear provocation.

Omitted completely by the ABC was 
the critical contextual information that 
in the previous 24 hours Israeli citizens 
in the south of the country had been 
targets of over 170 rockets and mortars 
which in turn followed weeks of fire 
bombs delivered by kites, balloons 
and inflated condoms. These attacks 
were orchestrated against Israel by 
the proscribed terrorist organisations 
Hamas and Islamic Jihad. Hardly a trivial 
oversight.

The ABC did mention that three Israelis 
had been injured by a (singular) rocket 
in Sderot but failed to mention the 
sequence or anything of the scale and 
timeframe of the attacks against Israel. 
Or even who was to blame for their 
injuries.

Indeed, the ABC reporting was so 
biased and one-sided it could have been 
scripted by Hamas. Imagine, if you will, 
a meeting in the Hamas command-and-
control centre which is actually located 
in the basement of Al-Shifa hospital—a 

gross example of terrorists using human 
shields. In the room made smoky by 
nagilas are large signs with slogans 
‘Death to America’ and ‘Death to Israel’. 
The only way to enter the doorway is 
to walk on flags of the USA and Israel 
painted on the floor.

The purpose of this fictitious meeting 
is to draft instructions for the ABC in 
Australia. The meeting settles on a set 
of four instructions to 
guide the ABC for its 
news bulletins.

Firstly, don’t 
mention that Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad fired 
over 170 rockets and 
mortars into Israel in 
the preceding 24 hours 
during the Jewish 
Sabbath and don’t 
mention the hundreds 
of firebombs sent out 
of Gaza into Israel in the 
weeks prior.

Secondly, don’t 
mention that Hamas 
rockets deliberately 
aimed at residential 
areas hit a home, a 
children’s playground 
and a synagogue.

Thirdly, the opening 
statement of the 
news bulletin must refer to Israel 
having launched an attack without any 
reference to preceding attacks initiated 
by Hamas.

Fourthly, when video is shown on 
television for illustration, only show 
resultant destruction in Gaza and 
do not show any video evidence of 
destruction caused in Israel.

The set of instructions concludes by 
explaining how the right sort of publicity 
internationally is so important to ensure 
that foreign aid keeps pouring into Gaza 
and that the voters in Western countries 
allow their governments to hand over 
many millions of dollars of their taxes 

without too much objection. The ABC is 
thanked for its unwavering commitment 
and support and is assured that the 
billions in personal net wealth of Hamas 
leaders, such as Khaled Mashaal and 
Musa Abu Marzook, is not really fleeced 
from foreign aid.

Let me assure readers that the meeting 
alluded to above with the production of 
instructions from Hamas to the ABC did 

not occur. There was no 
need.

While the fictitious 
Hamas instructions 
to the ABC seem 
ridiculous, the reality 
is that the ABC of its 
own volition willingly 
fulfilled each and every 
one of them. To be fair, 
the ABC was not alone 
in providing reports 
which were skewed 
to distortion. There 
were some prominent 
international media 
outlets which portrayed 
a similar picture. Simon 
Plosker of the website 
Honest Reporting 
begins his report of 16 
July with the words ‘it all 
began when Israel fired 
back’. He then goes 
on to cite examples 

from the UK, Australia, Ireland, US 
and Canada. The ABC features as the 
Australian example.

The ABC does deserve more vigorous 
scrutiny. In its anti-Israel bias it is a 
dreadful repeat offender. Former 
ABC Middle East correspondent 
Sophie McNeil attracted complaints 
of bias including selective editing of 
interviews. Michael Danby MP, perhaps 
in frustration, paid for advertisements to 
publicise what he identified as examples 
of selective reporting and bias by the 
ABC on issues affecting Israel. After 
Muslim academic Randa Abdel-Fatah 
ranted for minutes about the evils of 

Israel on Q&A, Greg Sheridan was 
repeatedly cut off when he tried to 
state an alternate view. Sharri Markson 
then made her assessment clear on 22 
May this year, ‘we cannot pretend for a 
moment longer that the ABC is in any 
way impartial when it comes to the 
Middle East and Israel.’ The ABC has 
form, shameful form.

By being publicly funded the ABC is 
supposed to have a higher degree of 
accountability. Section 8 of the ABC Act 
requires reporting to be ‘accurate and 
impartial according to the recognised 
standards of objective journalism’. On 
the issue of Israel, the ABC scores F.

One can speculate as to causation. 
Is this an expression of anti-Semitism 
embedded in the ABC as Israel and 
Jewish identity are inseparable? Is this 
another example of the unholy alliance 
between the Left and Islam where 
breaches of normal civilised behaviours, 
in this case terrorism against Israel, are 
forgiven by the Left if the motivation 
is Islamic? Is it a lack of knowledge, 
understanding or negligence of those 
writing the copy for the ABC?

Whatever the answer, the effects of 
reports like that broadcast by the ABC 
on Sunday 15 July are dangerous. We 
have seen how desperate Hamas is 
for sympathetic media coverage, even 
pushing young children, women and 
disabled people into the front line to 
exploit any injuries or deaths.

By framing its reporting completely out 
of context, painting Hamas as a victim 
of Israeli bombing and omitting the 
preceding massive quantum of rockets, 
mortars and firebombs from Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad, the ABC dances 
to the terrorists’ tune. The ABC and 
other media outlets which reported 
in a similar manner deliver exactly the 
sort of publicity Hamas craves and they 
therefore become, unintentionally or 
otherwise, facilitators of terror.

(This article first appeared in The Spectator 
Australia magazine)

we cannot 
pretend for 
a moment 

longer that 
the ABC is 

in any way 
impartial 
when it 

comes to the 
Middle East 
and Israel.

Illustrative: Palestinian protesters fly a kite with a burning rag dangling from its 
tail, during a protest at the Gaza Strip’s border with Israel, April 20, 2018.  

(AP Photo/Khalil Hamra)



3August 2018 Stan Goodenough’s 2018 Australian speaking tour

AUG 16 – SEP 11 2018
For more details and if you’d like to host Stan please contact Joy Heylen: joyhey50@gmail.com or 0439661996
Date & Venue details are below and will also be made available from www.c4israel.com.au

SOUTH-EAST QLD

Thursday Aug 16th, Toowoomba, 7.30pm, 
Toowoomba City Church, 10 Neil St,  
Barry Rodgers 0428 662 528
Friday Aug 17th, Nambour, 7pm Flame Tree 
Church, 27 Coes Creek Road. 07 5441 1028
Saturday Aug 18th Shailer Park 9.30 for 10am 
start to 3pm The Kimberley Park Centre,  
Cnr Chatswood & Lyndale St.  
Peter Schuptar 0412 911 383
Sunday Aug 19th Gleneagle 6pm, (near 
Beaudesert) Harvest Point Church, 25 Walker St. 
Church Office 07 5543 1044 or  
Carolyn Moxey 0407 030 563

SYDNEY and CANBERRA

Monday Aug 20th Sydney. 12pm-3.30pm  
Preston Stanley Room, NSW Parliament,  
6 Macquarie St. Hosted by Rev Fred Nile.  
Cost $15. RSVP Judy Russell by Aug 13 on  
0410 403 616 or judy.russell@iinet.net.au 

North Bondi 7.30pm Mizrachi Synagogue Hall,  
339 Old South Head Road.  
RSVP mizrachi@mizrachi.org.au 
Wednesday Aug 22 Canberra Venue to TBA  
Ph Jane O’Neill as above

MELBOURNE 

Friday Aug 24 South Caulfield, 6pm Central 
Shule Chabad, 4 Maple St. Contact Steven Green, 
steven@olivetreetravel.com.au

FULL DETAILS ABOVE 

TASMANIA Contact Trish Cortizo Ph 
0421638453 for all meetings

Saturday Aug 25th Ulverstone, 10.30am 
-12.30pm, Baptist Church, 60 Alexandra Road, 

Launceston 4-6pm Gateway Baptist Church,  
22 Wellington St. 

Sunday Aug 26th Hobart. 4-6pm, Citywide 
Baptist Church, 400 Cambridge Road, Mornington.

VICTORIA

Tuesday Aug 28th Geelong, 7pm City On A Hill 
Church, 230 McKillop St, East Geelong Contact 
Colin Brown 0409 453 607
Wednesday Aug 29th Sunbury, 1.30pm,  
Sunbury Baptist, 207 Gap Road.  
Contact Lois Gallus, lggallus@icloud.com 
Bendigo, 7pm The Conference Room, Bendigo 
Baptist Church, 757 McIvor Highway, Junorton, 
03 5449 3039 or 03 544 21707          

Friday Aug 31st Frankston South. 6pm for 6.30 
pm start. Frankston Baptist, 56 Yuille St. Contact 
Paul and Margaret Longfield 0410 456 806   
Saturday Sept 1st 10.30am Celebrate Messiah, 
Caulfield, 206 Bambra Road. Contact Mark 
Polonsky, mark@celebratemessiah.com.au 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA

Sunday Sept 2nd Perth, 4.30pm  
Citiplace Community Centre,  
Perth Train Station, Wellington St.  
Contact Basil de Mello 0433 304 683
Tuesday Sept 4th Joondalup, (Perth)  
7pm Global Heart Church, 10 Winton Rd,  
Contact Jeremy Crouch 08 93010733             

Wednesday Sept 5th Perth TBA 

NORTHERN TERRORITY

Thursday Sept 6th Bakewell/Darwin 7pm, 
Evening Crossroads Church, 9 Moorhen Circuit, 
Contact Ps Bruce Clow crccpastor@gmail.com
Saturday Sept 8th Bakewell/Darwin 8am,  
Inter-Church Breakfast Crossroads Palmerston,  
9 Moorhen Circuit, Contact - as above

NORTH/CENTRAL Q/LAND

Saturday Sept 8th Yarrabah 6pm 
St Alban’s Anglican Church, Workshop Road, 
Contact Ps Melissa Haigh 0439 352 465    

Sunday Sept 9th Pinnacle Pocket, 9.30am 
Bethel Church, 54 McKeown Road,  
Contact - as above

Monday Sept 10th  Mackay 7pm Church of 
Christ, Beaconsfield Rd, Beaconsfield. Contact 
Pastor Peter Clegg, 0417 855 095  
admin@mackaychurchofchrist.org
Tuesday Sept 11th Mackay 9am Church of 
Christ, Beaconsfield Rd, Beaconsfield.  
Contact - as above.  

Stan’s Current Speaking Itinerary for the rest of Australia:

Israel - From State to Kingdom: Australia’s Part

Stan Goodenough is a Gentile South 
African, a 30 year resident of Israel, who 
together with his wife Frarncesca have 
seven Jerusalem-born children. Their 
three oldest have served as active soldiers 
in the IDF. 

Stan has spent a quarter of a century 
communicating to Christians worldwide 
an accurate account of reborn Israel’s 
history, while highlighting the dangers—
many of them mortal—that are aimed at 
the Jewish state.

For more info on Stan visit his website:

www.jerusalemwatchman.org

You are invited to hear

Stan Goodenough
Political Reporter, Public Speaker & Israeli Tour Guide

speak at
CENTRAL SHULE CHABAD 

4 Maple St South Caulfield

24th August 
Service begins at 6pm

Stan will be speaking about the role 
“Christian Zionism” played in moving the 
US embassy to Jerusalem and the current 

campaigning underway in Canberra.

Kindly sponsored by 
Olive Tree Travel

T: 03 8488 9696 or 1300 55 08 30
info@olivetreetravel.com.au 
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

Join us for this unique event where the Christian Zionist Community 
have been invited to share with Central Shule Chabad to celebrate the 

“Kabbalat Shabbat” Service beginning at 6pm.

Israeli Falafel & Refreshments  
served after the Service.
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by Enoch Lavender

Can Christians Support the 
Rebuilding of the Temple?

In October 2007, a group of 34 West 
Papuans showed up at the Temple 
Institute in Jerusalem to make a 
donation. As Temple Institute CEO 
Rabbi Yisrael Ariel saw the nature of the 
donation he became very emotional—
it was one kilogram of solid gold, plus 
a large sum of money! Some of the 
members of the delegation even began 
giving their own jewellery—one couple 
went so far as to give their wedding 
rings! West Papua is rich in gold, and 
the group explained that their donation 
was motivated by the words of the 
prophet Zechariah: “Even those from 
afar shall come and build the Temple of 
the Lord.” (Zec 6:15) 

Is such a donation led by God, or is it 
misplaced zeal aiding an anti-Christ 
agenda? 

To find the answer, let’s examine some 
common objections to Christians aiding 
the Temple movement. 

Isn’t the Church the Temple  
of God?
The Church has correctly taught that 
we are temples of the Holy Spirit as 
individuals and as a church. And as 
we no longer need sacrifices, many 
have concluded that a physical Temple  
in Jerusalem has no role in the  
‘Church Age’. 

If this was the case, then one would 
expect that the birth of the Church in 

the book of Acts would have led to an 
immediate and complete withdrawal of 
the Christians from the Temple. After 
all, what further use did they have for 
the site?

Surprisingly, the first thing the disciples 
did after the ascension of Jesus was 
to return to the Temple to praise and 
bless God (Luke 24:52-53). Even after 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost, the disciples continued to 
meet in the Temple during the hour 
of prayer. They were even divinely 
instructed to preach the Gospel and heal 
the sick there (Act 3-4). Years later we 
read of Paul the Apostle encountering 
God in a trance during a time of prayer 
at the Temple (Acts 22:17).

It can therefore be seen that the Temple 
was still important to the disciples even 
after the birth of the Church. It was a 
place where they met with God and 
worshiped Him. If the early disciples 
met God there at the Temple, why 
couldn’t we also meet with Him there? 
And if so, could we also support the 
efforts to rebuild the Temple? 

But the Rabbis Don’t Believe 
in Jesus
Bible believing Christians can find many 
areas of common ground with leaders of 
the Temple Movement. But the Temple 
Movement does not recognise Jesus 
as the Messiah and segments of the 

Movement are interested in inter-faith 
co-operation with Islam. 

Can Christians have anything to do with 
a Temple built and led by Rabbis with 
such views? To answer the question, let’s 
turn again to the example of the early 
Church. We have to remember that the 
Temple leadership at that time were the 
very ones who conspired against Jesus 
and had Him killed. 

The early disciples had every reason to 
leave the Temple and start their own 
Church down the road so to speak. 
Why then did the disciples continue to 
worship in the Temple? 

I believe the answer is simply that they 
honoured the holiness of the site. They 
believed that God still had chosen this 
place, and that His promise to King 
Solomon still remained that “My name 
(will) be there forever; and My eyes and 
My heart will be there perpetually” and 
that “My eyes will be open and My ears 
attentive to prayer made in this place” 
(2 Chron 7:12-16). They saw the site as 
holy to God and as a meeting place with 
Him—irrespective of its leadership. 

If the early disciples kept meeting and 
praising God in the Temple with a 
corrupt leadership in place, shouldn’t 
we as Christians also be able to go to 
and support a future Third Temple— 
even if we disagree with key teachings 
of the rabbis in charge? 

The Temple will be an Unholy 
anti-Christ Temple
The Third Temple will one day be 
desecrated by the anti-Christ. Therefore 
some say that it is an anti-Christ 
Temple, and that helping to rebuild it is 
tantamount to building a temple for the 
anti-Christ! But according to Rev 11:1 it 
will be a Temple of God (and not of the 
anti-Christ). The very fact that it will one 
day be desecrated necessitates that it 
will in the first place be considered truly 
holy to God. After all, only a place that 
is truly holy to God can be desecrated! 

If God then considers the Temple Mount 
and the future Temple as truly holy, then 
that should radically change the way we 
view and treat this site and any efforts to 
rebuild the Temple. 

So, Can Christians support the 
Rebuilding of the Temple?
The Bible records how Ezra and 
Zerubabbel were divinely mandated to 
rebuild the Second Temple. Yet, only a 
few hundred years later (150 BC), the 
Second Temple was desecrated and an 
idol was erected in the Holy Place. This 
dramatic period known as Hanukkah, is 
regarded by most scholars as a graphic 
prophetic pre-cursor to the future 
reign of the anti-Christ and his future 
desecration of the Temple. 

God knew that the Second Temple 
was going to be desecrated - yet He 
commanded, encouraged and enabled 
His people to rebuild the Temple. 

It would appear that God is today also 
stirring up the Jewish people to rebuild 
the Temple even though it one day will 
be desecrated. 

Ultimately I believe that the Temple will 
not only set the stage for key End Time 
events – but it will also point the Jewish 
people back to the need for a perfect 
sacrifice lamb. I believe it will set the stage 
for the day when He is welcomed back as 
their Messiah and the Lamb of God that 
carries away the sin of the world. 

In this article we have seen that it is 
possible for Christians to support the 
rebuilding of the Temple. However, 
I would also urge all believers to be 
aware of the various issues surrounding 
the Temple project and to only support 
what they have peace about in their 
own hearts.
___________________________________

If you would like to 
discover more about the 
rebuilding of the temple 
from Enoch you can 
order his book through 
our store. Details on 
page 12 of this insert or 
c4israel.com.au/store

Enoch Lavender is a 
co-leader of Shalom 
Israel, organising regular 
teaching seminars on 
Israel and Bible Prophecy in Melbourne and 
beyond. He is based at Living Way Christian 
Network Inc. See www.shalomisrael.com.au 

The ‘Temple Mount Faithful’ on the way to lay the cornerstone for the third temple. Photo by SA’AR YA’ACOV, GPO.

A model of the city of Jerusalem from the late Second Temple period located at the Israel Museum in Jerusalem. 
In the photo is a model of the second temple. Photo by Mark Neyman, GPO.
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by Dr Kameel Majdali

JERUSALEM: A Magnet for  
Christian Visits (Part Three)

For many believing Christians, it is a 
dream come true. Whether on tour, 
business, or a private visit, a highlight 
for many is a visit to Jerusalem, the 
holy city. Since the Six Day War of 1967, 
when the historic Old City and Mount 
of Olives came under Israeli control, the 
number of Christian visitors has risen. 
In addition, the demographics have 
changed from a predominantly Middle 
Eastern to a western and third world 
constituency. The purpose of this series 
is to understand what is happening, why, 
and how it impacts the future.

In Part 01, we learned that the ‘river of 
pilgrimage’ has been flowing from the 
very beginning of Christianity. In Part 
02, the ‘tourism factor’ was introduced. 
The Ministry of Tourism took a proactive 
approach in marketing Israel and 
Jerusalem as ‘attractive,’ ‘inspiring,’ and 
‘safe’ places to visits. Their efforts appear 
to have paid off: the number of Christian 
visitors has risen steadily over the past 
half a century, though marketing alone 
is not the only reason for the increase.

In this article, Part 03, we will learn 
more about the rise in numbers and 
demographics of the Christian visitors 
since Israel reunited Jerusalem. The 
paradox is that these rising numbers 
and changing demographics have 
occurred in an atmosphere of chronic 

geo-political crisis. Modern Israel has 
been a state of war since its birth in 
1948. The biggest crisis in the last half 
a century was the October 1973 ‘Yom 
Kippur’ War, which almost dragged in 
the two Cold War superpowers (USA 
& USSR), leading us to the precipice 
of Armageddon. Yet, the Egypt-Israel 
peace treaty of 1979 and the Jordan-
Israel peace treaty of 1994, the Oslo 
Accords of 1993, and the usually quiet 
Syrian border, have made it possible to 
project a more tranquil image.

When there is a major event, like the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait of August 
1990, the number of incoming tourists 
temporarily drops off. Yet, collective 
memories are short and once the 
situation stabilises, the visitors return. 
For example, 1990, incoming tourists 
to Israel (that’s all tourists, not just 
Christians, who generally constitute 60% 
of all tourist numbers) was 1,341,700. In 
1991, the year of the first Gulf War, total 
tourist entries were 1,110,100, which 
was 231,600 or 17% less than in 1990. 
Yet, by 1992, Israel tourism peaked at 
1.7 million, 358,300 or 27% more than 
the 1990.

A more potent example was the 
second Palestinian intifada (uprising) 
from 2000-2004 and the Second 
Lebanon (Hizballah) War of 2006:

TOTAL NUMBER OF VISITORS TO ISRAEL 2000-2008
YEAR TOTAL NUMBER CONTRAST TO 2000 # CONTRAST TO 2000 %

2000 2,672,000 0 0%

2001 1,218,800 -1,453,200 -54%

2002 862,200 -1,809,800 -68%

2003 1,063,400 -1,608,600 -60%

2004 1,505,700 -1,166,300 -44%

2005 1,916,000 -756,000 -28%

2006 1,833,900 -838,100 -31%

2007 2,295,600 -376,400 -14%

2008 3,028,000 356,000 13%

Tourist numbers courtesy of Israel’s Central Bureau of Statistics

COMPARATIVE TOURISM TO JORDAN 1967 & 1968
REGION 1968 1967 CHANGE: # CHANGE %

ARAB WORLD 279,400 262,943 16,457 6%

M.E./ASIA 75,572 79,079 -3,507 -4%

EUROPE** 15,026 53,458 -38,432 -71%

AMERICA** 3,605 24,039 -20,434 -85%

OTHER 1,829 6,114 -4,285 -70%

TOTAL 375,432 425,633 -50,201 -11%

Statistics Courtesy of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan Official Statistics 
*Denotes “Christianized Western areas”

As you can see, it took eight years before 
the tourist numbers of the year 2000 to 
be exceeded. Yet note the figure for 
2006, the year of the Second Lebanon 
War, when 1000s of rockets were fired 
into Israel. Amazingly, tourist numbers 
were down only 82,100 in 2006 from 
2005 or a loss of 4%, yet rebounded in 
2007 by 461,700 or an increase of 26% 
from the previous year and 20% higher 
than in 2005.

Prior to 1967, the Old City of Jerusalem 
and the Mount of Olives, which are 
where most of the Biblical holy sites are 
located, was under the control of the 
Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan. They, 
too, were interested in tourism.

Jordan’s own statistics are revealing 
(see above)

There are some limitations to this table. 
It speaks of tourism in general to Jordan 
and does not distinguish who went to 
pre-June 1967 Jerusalem. Yet there is 
an interesting trend: when Jordan held 
Old Jerusalem, numbers of visitors from 
‘Christianised’ Europe and America 
were a total of 77,497 in 1967. The 
very next year, after losing Jerusalem 
to the Israelis, those numbers were 
only 18,631, down by 58,866 or 76% 
While the number of visitors from the 
Arab world modestly increased by 6%, 
numbers were down from Europe 71% 
and America 85%. What a difference a 
year makes.

If you look at the overall statistics, it 
shows that there is a resilience to visit 
the holy city, even when the region is 
in turmoil. For example, there was little 
variation of numbers in the years 2010-
2012, even though the Arab Spring 
throbbed through the Middle East. Part 
of the issue is that unless there is some 
super-spectacular crisis, most visitors 
do not keep up with the events in the 
Middle East. Even so, there is another 
factor involved: it is the ‘pilgrim faith 
factor.’ II Corinthians 5:7 says we walk 
by faith and not by sight. That means 
people are motivated by what they 
believe more than circumstances and 
what they see.

 TO BE CONTINUED
___________________________________

Rev. Kameel Majdali, PhD (Melb) is Director 
of Teach All Nations (TAN), a Bible ministry 
in Melbourne, Australia (tan.org.au). He is an 
international Bible teacher, preacher, radio 
broadcaster, and published author.Kameel 
has led 37 Bible land tours thus far. His PhD 
thesis was on this very topic.

Kameel has 2 programs on Vision Christian 
Radio called ‘Faith and the Future’ and ‘on 
the Rock’ (vision.org.au).

From August to October 2018, he will 
be on tour in the 4th annual, Australia-
Wide ‘Understanding the Times Tour,’ in 
partnership with Vision. This year’s title is The 
Trump Declaration: Jerusalem, Jihad and 
the Coming of Jesus. Details are available at 
vision.org.au/kameel-tour

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu in a group photo with “Birthright’ participants. Phot by Kobi Gideon, GPO
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6 August 2018Magen David Adom...

by Robert Magid 

Australian Friends of Magen David Adom 
To Build Israel’s First Mother’s Milk Bank

Last year supporters 
of Magen David Adom 
in NSW helped them 
distribute more funds 
to MDA Israel than any 
other year.
As a result, MDA in Israel was able to 
buy even more emergency vehicles 
and equipment that are already saving 
the lives of mothers, fathers, sons and 
daughters – just like yours and mine. 
Supporters of Magen David Adom, are 
quite literally helping to save lives each 
and every day in Israel.  

As always, the MDA Annual Campaign 
2018 will raise funds to save lives. But 
this year, Australian Friends of MDA is 
focused on the most vulnerable lives of 
all – the lives of critically ill babies. 

Right now, Australian Friends of MDA is 
planning Israel’s first ever Mother’s Milk 
Bank, which is expected to open later 
this year. 

The Mothers Milk Bank is innovative 
and revolutionary project, one that will 
impact families across Israel for many 
generations to come. 

It will be a world leading facility, 
offering the very latest in pasteurisation 
techniques and procedures. This will 
ensure the nutritional content and 
benefits of donated breast milk are 
maintained throughout the milk testing 
and pasteurization process

Why a Mother’s Milk Bank?
Did you know that many new mothers 
are unable to breast-feed their sick 
babies because they are in critical care 
themselves?

This means too many seriously ill infants 
do not have access to possibly the best 
‘medicine’ they can get – their mother’s 
natural breast milk. 

Feeding sick babies with breast milk 
rather than formula has shown to 
increase survival rates dramatically. 
For a mother who is unable to supply 
sufficient breast milk to meet her baby’s 
needs, donated human milk is the next 
best option for her baby.

Research shows pasteurised donor 
human breast milk helps to protect 
babies from infectious disease 
especially vulnerable pre-term babies 
and diabetes where there is a family 
history of diabetes. 

Breast milk is a perfectly balanced 
source of nutrition, containing active 
antibodies to fight infection. It is the 

most beneficial food for infants. The 
complex nutrients in mother’s milk are 
unique and give the baby the very best 
start. 

The Mothers Milk Bank will be a place 
for families to turn when they need 
it most – and a lifeline for sick babies 
across Israel.

What’s more, the milk collected will be 
donated by volunteers, in some case, 
mothers who have tragically lost their 
own babies to stillbirth or illness. By 
donating their breast milk, grieving 
mothers draw immense comfort from 
knowing they’re helping to save other 
little lives.

That’s why the Mother’s Milk 
Bank is so important. 

Supporters in Sydney will have the 
opportunity to help MDA save countless 
little lives by attending the MDA Annual 
Campaign Event- Big laughs for Little 
Lives, featuring renowned Jewish 
comedian Elon Gold. 

The main event will take place on 
Sunday evening 12th August and 
Young MDA on 13th of August. 

For more information:  
www.magendavidadom.org.au or 
phone 02 9358 2521

WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST WHERE CHRISTIANS, 

MUSLIMS AND JEWS ARE FREE TO BE?
Stand up for Israel.

The only true democracy in the Middle East.

Join Friends of Israel WA and help us defend  
Israel’s right to live in peace and security,  
free from terror and non-stop media bias.

To join Friends of Israel WA or to just learn the truth, 
visit www.foiwa.org.au or write to PO Box 333, Dianella WA 6059.

FREE POSTAGE
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by Keith Buxton

Biblical Reflections on the 
Kingdom of God and Israel Support
The concept of the 
Kingdom of God is a 
thoroughly Biblical one.
In the familiar words of Matthew 6:10, 
in what we all know as the Lord’s 
Prayer, Jesus speaks these words: “Your 
kingdom come, Your will be done, on 
earth as it is in heaven.”

To me it is highly significant that these 
two phrases, “Your kingdom come, Your 
will be done” are linked together, as in 
Jewish thinking—and Jesus of course 
was a very Jewish man—faith that does 
not issue in faithful living is not real, 
Biblical faith. In fact the Hebrew word 
for faith—emunah—goes much further 
than an academic belief that certain 
facts are true. It also means faithfulness. 
The letter of James was written to Jews 
to encourage them to continue growing 
in their new Christian faith, and in it 
James emphasizes that good actions 
will naturally flow from those who are 
filled with the Spirit. In James 2:17 we 
read that in fact “faith by itself, if it does 
not have works, is dead.” And so true 
“Kingdom of God” people are those 
who have come to that place where 
their heart is to do the will of God (not 
with “gritted teeth!”).

They may fail, as indeed we all do, and 
as the Biblical patriarchs and prophets 
did, but their hearts are knitted by faith 
to the heart of God their King. Think of 
David, who failed in significant ways—his 
fall included adultery, lying and murder. 
But God declared, as Paul proclaimed 
in Acts 13:22 in his bold message in 
the synagogue in Antioch, “‘I have 
found David the son of Jesse, a man 
after My own heart, who will do all My 
will.’” David was a man after God’s heart 
because among other things he knew 
how to repent. We all know Psalm 51, 
David’s heartfelt prayer of repentance to 
God. As the saying goes, ‘You can’t use 
an egg unless it is broken.’

As New Testament Christians, we 
believe that it is by the power of the 
Holy Spirit that our hearts can be so 
changed that our inmost desire is to do 
the will of God.

What does all this mean?
It means this. As people of faith, our hearts 
are so knitted by the Spirit of God to the 
heart of God our Father that we desire 
to do His will, and more than that we are 
empowered to live transformed lives in 
this godless world. That is Kingdom of 
God living! It is practical, demonstrated, 
lived out in the power of the Holy Spirit, 
emunah faith—God Himself ruling and 
reigning in our hearts.

Now how does all this relate 
to standing with Israel and the 
Jewish people?
Well, God has called Israel into being in 
a unique way and as a unique people, 
whom we as Christians are called to 
bless. The words of Genesis 12:1-3 are 
familiar to us all:

“Now the Lord had said to Abram: 
‘Get out of your country, from your 

family and from your father’s house, to 
a land that I will show you. I will make 
you a great nation; I will bless you and 
make your name great; and you shall be 
a blessing. I will bless those who bless 
you, and I will curse him who curses you; 
and in you all the families of the earth 
shall be blessed.’”

God blesses those who bless Israel, a 
people and a land whom God called 
into being for a unique purpose. 
Occupying a tiny 
sliver of land that was 
a major geographical 
crossroads of traders 
and armies, His 
chosen covenant 
people would be 
a living testimony 
to those passing 
through the land to 
the character and 
faithfulness of the 
one true God. 

In many amazing 
ways “all the families 
of the earth” have 
been and continue to be blessed by 
Israel and the Jewish people through 
their innovative and entrepreneurial 
gifts and talents. As of 2017, Nobel 
Prizes have been awarded to 892 
individuals, of whom 201 or 22.5% were 
Jews—amazing indeed! In the areas 
of medicine, technology, agriculture, 
science, and so much more, Israel is a 
blessing to the nations. This tiny Jewish 
state is often the first to respond to 
natural disasters around the world, and 
even treats wounded terrorists who 
have attacked them and survived. But 
the Jewish people are a chosen people 
not because they are any better than 
anyone else, though clearly they occupy 
the moral high ground especially in 
their troubled region the Middle East. 
The Jewish people are chosen simply 

because God has uniquely called them.

Israel was called to be “a light to the 
Gentiles” (Isaiah 49:6), chosen to be 
a central part of God’s redemptive 
purpose in bringing a lost, broken and 
messed-up world back to Himself. 
We might reflect on the fact that as 
Christian believers we too are chosen 
not because of anything good in us, but 
that we might live as “the light of the 
world” (Matthew 5:14).

That is why God 
chose a particular 
people, and a 
particular location 
(the Land of Israel) for 
His chosen people - 
and as Christians we 
believe that Jesus is 
coming back to that 
Land, to Jerusalem: 

“And in that day 
His feet will stand 
on the Mount of 
Olives, which faces 
Jerusalem on the 

east. And the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two, from east to west” 
(Zechariah 14:4).

Friends, Israel isn’t going 
anywhere!
As Kingdom people whose hearts are 
knitted to God’s own heart, we are called 
to bless Israel and the Jewish people by 
demonstrating practical love for those 
whom Jesus called His “brothers”, as we 
see in the parable of the sheep and goats:

“When the Son of Man comes in His 
glory, and all the holy angels with Him, 
then He will sit on the throne of His glory. 
All the nations will be gathered before 
Him, and He will separate them one from 
another, as a shepherd divides his sheep 
from the goats. And He will set the sheep 

on His right hand, but the goats on the 
left. “Then the King will say to those on 
His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of 
My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared 
for you from the foundation of the world: 
for I was hungry and you gave Me food; 
I was thirsty and you gave Me drink; I 
was a stranger and you took Me in; I was 
naked and you clothed Me; I was sick 
and you visited Me; I was in prison and 
you came to Me.’ “Then the righteous 
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see You hungry and feed You, 
or thirsty and give You drink? When did 
we see You a stranger and take You in, 
or naked and clothe You? Or when did 
we see You sick, or in prison, and come 
to You?’ And the King will answer and 
say to them, ‘Assuredly, I say to you, 
inasmuch as you did it to one of the least 
of these My brethren, you did it to Me.’”  
(Matthew 25:31-40)

When these Jewish followers of Jesus 
heard the One they acknowledged as 
the Messiah speak about His “brethren”, 
it would be quite natural for them to 
think that He was referring to needy 
Jewish people. In the Bible it was 
common for Jews to be referred to by 
their fellow Jews as “brothers.” And so 
we must love Jesus’ brothers, the Jewish 
people, in practical ways that reflect the 
compassionate heart of God. Matthew 
25:31-46 does of course give to Christians 
a clear call to show practical compassion 
to others in need in our world. But there 
is an inescapable and sobering reference 
to the judgment that the nations (or more 
accurately people groups) of the world 
will face based on how they respond 
to needy Jewish people, the natural 
brothers of our Jewish Messiah.

We show that we are true Kingdom 
people by reaching out to Jewish people 
with hearts and hands of compassion, 
as emunah people. In so doing we 
“inherit the kingdom prepared for [us] 
from the foundation of the world.” We 
are authentic Kingdom of God people! 
Given the appalling history of Christian 
anti-Semitism, our calling now is to love 
Jewish people unconditionally, and 
in so doing to show them a different 
face to Christianity than that which has 
sadly been their experience for some 
two millennia. God has in recent times 
worked miraculously in hearts. We 
cannot do anything about the past, but 
there is much that we can do now and 
in the future.

Many Jewish people, including leaders 
like Benjamin Netanyahu, openly 
acknowledge that evangelical Christians 
are Israel’s best friends, because they 
believe God’s Word, recognize that 
Israel is still loved and called by God, and 
in a wide variety of ways demonstrate 
practical and unconditional love towards 
Israel and the Jewish people. So let us 
be true Kingdom Christians who—filled 
with emunah faith—delight in doing 
God’s will on earth!
___________________________________

Keith Buxton  
Former National 
Director, Bridges for 
Peace Australia 

www.bridgesforpeace.com

...we are true 
Kingdom 
people by 

reaching out 
to Jewish 

people

LOVE 
is something  

YOU DO
Matthew 25 31-46



2019 ALMOND BLOSSOM TOUR TO ISRAEL  

The Hebrew word for "almond" comes from a biblical root meaning to watch or awaken. The almond tree is usually the first to 
awaken from its winter slumber each year. However, it is also among the last trees to bear fruit. For that reason, the almond tree 
also symbolises perseverance. God uses a word play on "almond" and "watchfulness" in Jeremiah 1:11-12: "'Jeremiah, what do 
you see?' And I said, 'I see an almond branch.' Then the Lord said to me, 'You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to 
perform it.'" (with thanks to Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion). 
Tour Focus:  To witness and to rejoice in the Lord's watchfulness over His word as He brings Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 
43:5-8), the majority still blind and deaf to who Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).  To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits of Zechariah 12:10.  
In Poland we will grieve that which occurred there during WWII and to witness God's miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via His ongoing restoration and plans for His beloved chosen people "For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession" (Psalm 135:4). Join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to take part a second 
time in Christians for Israel's loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian holocaust survivors, reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make Aliyah to Israel possible.  Visit some of the Christians for Israel support projects in Israel 
including ongoing assistance to Jewish families following their arrival to Israel from Ukraine and other nations.  

with Judy Russell

POLAND & UKRAINE OPTION 
Friday 8 February to Monday 18 February

DAY 1: Friday 8 February
Early morning departure from Sydney via Dubai to Krakow. Late evening 
arrival to Krakow, Poland.  Transfer to your hotel for Overnight.
Polish Program from 8-12 February - Separate itinerary available from Trish 
Cortizo, Olive Tree Travel.
Ukraine Program from 12-18 February. Contact Judy Russell for full details.
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

ISRAEL ONLY OPTION – 17 February to 5 March
 
DAY 10: Sunday 17 February
Depart Sydney to Tel Aviv, Israel.

DAY 11: Monday 18 February
Early morning arrival to Tel Aviv, Israel. Heading north we take the coastal 
'Via Maris' from Tel Aviv stopping at ancient Mediterranean port of 
Caesarea, site of Herod’s Palace, home of Cornelius and where Paul was 
brought to trial. Brunch at the Port Café. Evening arrival to Galilee where we 
spend the next five nights. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY 12: Tuesday 19 February
Morning visit to Nazareth Village recreating village lifestyle during the time 
of Jesus. Experience the Nazareth Jesus knew!  After a traditional Biblical 
lunch, we will visit Pastor Nizar Touma at the Church of the Nazarene for a 
time of prayer. Enjoy breathtaking views from the Mount of the Precipice 
over Mt Tabor.  Back to our hotel to enjoy free time to reflect by the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee. (BLD)   

DAY 13: Wednesday 20 February
Today we explore the historical area of Galilee. On a traditional sailing 
vessel, we will cross the Sea of Galilee, stopping in the middle for a time of 
reflection and worship.  We disembark at Nof Ginnosar, a kibbutz located 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, housing the remains of a boat from the 
time of Jesus. Great opportunity for gift shopping.  In Capernaum, the city 
of Jesus, we visit the ruins of the synagogue where He performed many 
miracles.  You will see the new excavations of St Peter’s house and visit 
Tabgha, where Jesus multiplied five loaves and two fishes to feed the 
multitudes. On the Mount of Beatitudes, we will remember the teaching of 
Jesus as we read the Sermon on the Mount.  Enjoy a St Peter's Fish lunch. 
Overnight Galilee. (BLD)  

DAY  14: Thursday 21 February
Today we travel to the Golan Heights, with its panoramic views of Syria and 
Lebanon.  We shall proclaim Scripture over these areas, claiming the Lord 
God's promises to protect and prosper Israel.  Afternoon visit to Golan 
Heights Winery where we have the opportunity to take a wine-tasting tour 
and visit the oak barrel cellar or else hop into a jeep for a tour of the 
vineyards themselves to learn about the different grape varieties  "Also I will 
restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined 
cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
And make gardens and eat their fruit" (Amos 9:14). Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  15: Friday 22 February 
Visit to historic Semakh Railway Station which has been restored from a 
rubbish dump 10 years ago to the fitting memorial to our ANZAC soldiers 
that it is today.  Tonight, we join Jewish Believers Richard and Carolyn Hyde 
for a Shabbat dinner. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  16: Saturday 23rd February 
We travel to Haifa to fellowship at Kehilat Carmel, a vibrant Messianic 
congregation. After lunch we visit Mt. Carmel or Muhraqa, where Elijah 
called down fire from Heaven to defeat the prophets of Baal. Passing 
through the Megiddo Valley, the large plain where the final battle of 
Armageddon is prophesied to take place, we travel to Ariel in Samaria.  
Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD)

DAY  17: Sunday 24 February 
Morning visit to the Jaffa Institute, a Christians for Israel project, that 
encourages Biblical teaching to Jewish children.  Children and young 
people are shown that God is in an eternal covenant relationship with the 
Jewish people, that He loves them and will be faithful to His promises 
toward them. Jonah’s journey, Tabitha’s restoration to life, and Peter’s 
conversion of the gentiles all began in ancient Joppa. Walk through the 
quaint port side streets where Simon the Tanner is said to have lived. 
Included is a visit to the Jewish Yemenite Culture & Art Museum. Next stop is 
close by in modern Tel Aviv, the 'Independence Hall', historically significant 
to Israel's re-birth.  Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD) 

DAY  18: Monday 25 February
Meet Sondra Oster Baras (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities, a 
project supported by Christians for Israel).  Travelling in Samaria to Shiloh, 
where Joshua’s tabernacle stood for 369 years, we will view Samaria’s 
Biblical mountains - Elon Moreh (Oak of Moreh), where God first promised 
Abraham the Land of Israel, Mt Gerizim, the mountain of blessing and Mt 
Ebal the mountain of curses and the location of Joshua’s altar.  Ascending 
through the Judean Hills 'up to Jerusalem' we arrive at the city that God 
loves more than any other (Psalm 87:2).  Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

Visiting some of 
Christians for Israel's (C4I) projects
with Optional Pre-Israel Visits to Ukraine & Poland and 
post tour C4I Forum in Jerusalem
8 February to 5 March 2019

The Hebrew word for 
“almond” comes from a 
Biblical root meaning to 
watch or awaken.
The almond tree is usually the first to awaken 
from its winter slumber each year. However, it 
is also among the last trees to bear fruit.

For that reason, the almond tree also 
symbolises perseverance. God uses a word 
play on “almond” and “watchfulness” in 
Jeremiah 1:11-12: 

“’Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, 
‘I see an almond branch.’ Then the Lord said 
to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am watching 

over my word to perform it.’” (with thanks to 
Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion).

Tour Focus:
To witness and to rejoice in the Lord’s 
watchfulness over His word as He brings 
Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 43:5-
8), the majority still blind and deaf to who 
Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).

To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits 
of Zechariah 12:10.

In Poland we will grieve that which occurred 
there during WWII and to witness God’s 
miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via 

His ongoing restoration and plans for His 
beloved chosen people “For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own 
possession” (Psalm 135:4).

Also, join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to 
take part a second time in Christians for 
Israel’s loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian 
holocaust survivors.

Reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make 
Aliyah to Israel possible.

Visit some of the Christians for Israel support 
projects in Israel including ongoing assistance 
to Jewish families following their arrival to 
Israel from Ukraine and other nations.

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE:
POLAND UKRAINE & ISRAEL
AUD $7977 Per Person Twin Share 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1725

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE ISRAEL ONLY
AUD $6770 Per Person Twin Share. 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1525

Proud Member of the International Institute for Peace through Tourism

WHO TO CONTACT:

 
Trish Cortizo
Olive Tree Travel
0421 638 453  Ph: 1300 55 08 30
trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

 

PRICE INCLUDES:
•   Israel, Poland & the Ukraine - Return economy airfares Australia/Krakow 
   & Tel Aviv/Amman/Australia.  Flights Krakow/Kiev & Vinnitsa/Tel Aviv 
   must be booked and paid for separately based on available fare at time  
   of booking
•   Accommodation 3-4 star hotels with meals 
   (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner as indicated BLD)
•   Tipping & Gratuities for arrangements included in the tour itinerary
•   Transportation -  bus and driver for touring and group transfers to and   
   from airport
•   Entrances fees - Historical sites, Museums, Parks etc
•   Guide - English speaking licensed, Christian/Messianic where available
 
PRICE EXCLUDES:
•   Travel Insurance - Mandatory, if you are not choosing the option offered   
   by Olive Tree Travel a copy of your policy is required
•   Drinks with meals

•   Individual activities on free days
•   Individual Airport Transfers apart from the group
•   Single room supplement additional to tour cost
•   Wheelchairs
•   Visas (for Poland & Israel, obtained free of charge on arrival for 
   Australian and New Zealand passport holders)
•   Visa for the Ukraine must be obtained on the website
 
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

WHAT TO DO NEXT:
1. Obtain a booking form from Trish Cortizo 0421638453/1300 550 830   
 or trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
2. To secure your place a deposit of $400 is required.
3.  Final balance will be due by 15 December, 2018

Note  * required if travelling as a single and there is no available same gender roommate.* Price is subject to a minimum of 20 full paying adults, currency fluctuation, or increase - conditions apply
 

DAY  22: Friday 1st March 
Today we bid farewell to Jerusalem, heading South and descend to the 
lowest point on earth. Transported by cable car, we ascend to the mighty 
fortress of Masada, Herod's winter palace and the site of the last heroic 
resistance of a small band of Jews against the Roman occupation. Enjoy the 
far-reaching views to Jordan, the Rift Valley and the Dead Sea.  Lunch at a 
Dead Sea resort hotel where you can enjoy time 'floating' in the medicinal 
waters of the Salt Sea.  Overnight in Beersheba. (BD)

DAY  23: Saturday 2 March 
Explore Tel Sheva, an archaeological site in southern Israel believed to be 
the remains of the biblical town of Beersheba. Near the outer gate of the city 
is a well and a tamarisk tree.  Both are later than the time of the patriarchs, 
but they remind one of the well Abraham dug and the tree he planted (Gen 
21).  This afternoon we visit the ANZAC memorial commemorating the 
soldiers who fell in battle in the land of Israel. Overnight Beersheba (BD).  

DAY  24: Sunday 3 March  
Morning visit to First Home in the Homeland (a C4I project) which provides 
young families with a warm home on a kibbutz for their first six to twelve 
months in Israel.  Moving to Israel is often the fulfillment of a dream but 
many new immigrants experience many difficulties when arriving in Israel. 
This afternoon we visit Zahal Disabled Veterans' Organisation, one of the 
Beit Halochem (House of Warriors) state-of-the-art centres in Israel.  We will 
learn of the amazing rehabilitative services, serving 50,000 wounded IDF 
soldiers from 1948 to the present day.   Overnight Beersheba for our 
Farewell Dinner. (BD)

DAY 25: Monday 4 March  
Today we travel to Tel Aviv in preparation for our flight home, rejoicing in all 
that we have seen and learned in the wonderful land of Israel.  Those 
attending the C4I Forum will travel to Jerusalem. (BD)  

DAY  19: Tuesday 26 February 
This morning we stand on the Mount of Olives! Descend to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Entering the Old City of Jerusalem through St Stephen's (the 
Lion's) Gate we visit the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus cured an invalid. 
Continue to the Ecce Homo Convent to view the Lithostratos and to visit the 
Praetorian, site of the public trial and condemnation of Jesus. Passing the 
Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa we arrive to the Holy Sepulcher 
Church. Afternoon visit to City of David. Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  20: Wednesday 27 February 
Study the magnificent Menorah nearby the Knesset, Israel’s House of 
Governance.  At the Israeli Museum view the (Isaiah scrolls) housed in the 
Shrine of the Book.  Gain perspective as we overlook the scale model of 
Jerusalem as it was during the time of Jesus. Spend time at the most sacred 
site for the Jewish people, the Western Wall, followed by a walk through the 
Rabbinical Tunnel. Visit to Shorashim Biblical Shop in the Old City for 
excellent shopping if desired. Shorashim (which means roots in Hebrew) is 
devoted to building bridges between Jews in Israel and around the world.  
Late afternoon visit to the Hineni Centre in Jerusalem - a Christians for Israel 
project, headed by Benjamin Philip, and dedicated to feeding the poor. 
Overnight in Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  21: Thursday 28 February
Today we tour the region of Judea! Spend time at Bet Hagai Youth Village, 
a (C4I project) located just south of Hebron and established in 1984 by a 
group of young men and women in memory of three friends who were slain 
by terrorists.  This is a village to help 'broken boys', some of whom arrive 
with nothing but the shirt on their back. We will also visit Kfar Etzion and 
view an informative film presentation regarding the harrowing early days of 
the rebirth of Israel. Visit to the Garden Tomb. Learn of Gordon’s Calvary 
and share Communion at an open-air altar close by the empty tomb. The 
serenity of this place makes it a spiritual oasis within this bustling city. 
Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

8 August 2018Specialty Israel Tours in 2019 and Jewish/Christian Solidarity

On Sunday July 22, on a cold winter’s 
night in Melbourne over 300 people 
from the Jewish, Christian and Liberal 
Party communities gathered in the 
Central Shule Chabad in South Caulfield 
for the Victorian Liberal 
Friends of Israel launch.

The synagogue was 
awash with rows of 
politicians from Federal, 
State and local Council. 
Admittedly this was in 
the middle of the Jewish 
area of Melbourne, but 
was also quite a sight 
to behold. A busload 
of Christians came from 
Geelong and others 
travelled hours from 
country Victoria to be 
there.

Senator James Paterson 
(pictured 3rd, Front and 
Centre) was the MC 
for the night. He has been a bulwark 
for standing for Israel since his maiden 
speech. After a welcome from Rabbi 
Riesenberg, Josh Frydenberg was the 
first speaker who pointed out lucidly 

the need to stand with Israel against 
the barrage of biased and unwarranted 
condemnation coming at this tiny nation 
from the United Nations. The Hon 
Matthew Guy, Leader of the Opposition 

in Victoria, shared his 
personal account of 
witnessing a terrorist 
attack during his visit to 
Jerusalem and saw how 
the BBC totally twisted 
the facts to imply 
that the victims were 
the perpetrators. He 
thrilled the audience by 
saying that the Liberal 
Party rarely agreed on 
anything, but that their 
support for Israel was 
unanimous.

I was asked to represent 
the ‘Zionist Christians’ 
and assured those 
present that they were 

not alone. I shared that a petition 
signed by 8,000 Christians had been 
tabled in parliament last year requesting 
the Australian Embassy be moved to 
Jerusalem and that 20 Christian groups 
had attended the 100th anniversary of 

Beersheba in 2017. I pointed out that 
the reason for our support was that we 
shared common Scriptures where the 
Hebrew prophets foretold an end-time 
return of the Jewish people from the 
ends of the earth to the land of their 
forefathers, a restoration of the land, the 
cities and the people to their God and 
that we stand with God’s unfolding plan 
for the land and the people.

Dave Sharma, the former Australian 
Ambassador to Israel, told of his 
personal experience of visiting Syrian 
refugees being looked after in Israeli 
hospitals, and the frequent requests 
from Israel to Australia to stand with her 
especially on the international stage, 
which he has attempted to influence 

the government to do. The synagogue 
choir entertained us with some music 
before the night was closed by Sherene 
Hambur from Zionism Victoria.

It was so encouraging to see so many 
politicians taking a stand for Israel and 
for Christians to be welcomed into the 
Jewish community and even into the 
synagogue. For me, it was an honour to 
find myself in such prestigious company 
and to be able to be a voice for the 
Christian community that loves and 
prays for Israel.

May God continue to open doors to 
link arms with the Jewish community 
and make a stand for God’s Word and 
the truth.

by Jill Curry - Jewish Prayer Focus coordinator

Victorian Liberal Friends 
of Israel launched 22 July

It was so 
encouraging 

to see 
so many 

politicians 
taking a 
stand for 
Israel...
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2018 LoveIsrael.org Conference

Our Blessed Hope ....“The Rapture”
Are You Ready? 
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Conference Venue
The Grand Ballroom
Rydges Hotel World Square
389 Pitt Street
Sydney  NSW  2000
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Our

Guest Speaker

DR BARUCH KORMAN
Dr. Baruch is the senior lecturer at the Zera Avraham 
Institute based in Israel. The purpose of LoveIsrael.
org is to provide biblically-based teachings with 
an emphasis on the Jewish context of scripture. 
Dr. Baruch’s Bible Study program broadcasts on 
numerous television networks across the United 
States, Europe, Africa, and Australia. Many of 
his lectures are available in video, audio and 
written format on LoveIsrael.org. You can view his 
expository bible-teaching program on the Daystar 
Network and GodTV. Dr. Baruch holds a PhD in 
Jewish Studies.



Session Times
SATURDAY 25th August 2018

9.00am   -  9.30am Doors Open / Registration
9.30am    -  10.00am Praise and Worship
10.00am  -  11.00am Session 1
11.00am  -  11.30am Morning Tea
11.30am  -  12.30am Session 2
12.30pm  -  2.00pm Lunch
2.00pm   -  2.15pm Praise and Worship
2.15pm   -  3.15pm Session 3
3.15pm   -  3.45 pm Afternoon Tea
3.45pm   - 4.45pm Session 4

AN OFFERING WILL BE TAKEN AT THE FINAL SESSION

Please note that only morning and afternoon tea will be provided. Be sure to bring 
your own lunch or you can buy from the various food outlets in the CBD.

Session 1:  Understanding the Birth Pangs
Session 2:  Our Blessed Hope According to Paul
Session 3:  The Distinction Between Israel and the Church 
Session 4:  Understanding Yeshua’s Olivet Discourse

Conference Venue
The Grand Ballroom

Rydges Hotel World Square
389 Pitt Street

Sydney  NSW  2000

Our Blessed Hope ... “The Rapture”
Are You Ready?

How to Register:
Register online at:

www.derekprince.com.au

Post to: 
Derek Prince Ministries
1st Floor, 15 Park Road
Seven Hills  NSW  2147

Phone: (02) 9838 7778

Email: enquiries@au.derekprince.com
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Dr. Baruch is the senior lecturer at the 
Zera Avraham Institute based in Israel. 
The purpose of LoveIsrael.org is to provide 
biblically-based teachings with an emphasis 
on the Jewish context of scripture. Dr. 
Baruch’s Bible Study program broadcasts 
on numerous television networks across the 
United States, Europe, Africa, and Australia. 
Many of his lectures are available in video, 
audio and written format on LoveIsrael.org. 
You can view his expository bible-teaching 
program on the Daystar Network and GodTV. 
Dr. Baruch holds a PhD in Jewish Studies.

Guest SpeakerJEWISH PRAYER FOCUS 
September 9 – 30, 2018
22 days of focused prayer for the 
Jewish people
The theme for this year’s Jewish Prayer Focus is 
‘Welcoming the King’ (Matt 23:39). Jesus said 
He would not return until Jerusalem welcomed 
Him again. God is re-gathering the Jewish 
people from the ends of the earth back to their 
ancient homeland. That is the first part of His 
end-time plan for them. The second is to draw 
the people back to Himself to know and love 
Him and be a nation that brings glory to His 
Name (Ezek 36, Rom 11). 

There is a great revival yet to unfold (Rom 11:15). 
We pray for the Lord to open the floodgates 
of heaven and pour out His Spirit upon the 
people (Zech 12:10). Web-based ministries in 
Hebrew are getting millions of hits and more 
enquiries than the workers can handle. Despite 
opposition from Ultra-Orthodox quarters, there 
is a curiosity and more openness to discuss who 
Messiah may be. Congregations are growing 
and multiplying, with many youth amongst 
their ranks. In the Jewish Prayer Focus you 
meet some of the pastors and ministry leaders 
who share their insights about the Biblical Holy 
Days, introduce their ministries, and share 
prayer needs. Each year the dates, articles and 
writers differ.

The Jewish Prayer Focus Booklet is a 22-day 
call to prayer (Sept 9 - 30) for a revival amongst 
the Jewish people group, at the time of year 
when they are soul-searching and repenting in 
accordance with the Holy Days of the Biblical 
calendar in Lev 23:26-44. These include the 

Feast of Trumpets, the Day of Atonement, and 
the Feast of Tabernacles, which all foreshadow 
the return of the Messiah. 

The project is endorsed by Lawrence Hirsch 
(Executive Director, Celebrate Messiah, 
Australia) and John Dawson (President, YWAM), 
Rob Stearns (International Day of Prayer for 
the Peace of Jerusalem) and Tom Hess (House 
of Prayer for all Nations in Jerusalem). All our 
profits are returned to those for whom we are 
praying. Please join us and learn the GOOD 
news from Israel, and see how God is moving. 

COPIES AVAILABLE FROM JPF, PO Box 54, Kerrimuir VIC 3129, 
call 03 9090 7575; 0431 403 843  
or watchmen777@optusnet.com.au 
DONATION: $10 for one copy, $17.50 for 2, $23.50 for 3, $75 for 10, 
$125 for 20, incl local postage.
Cheques to Living Way Christian Network Inc.  
Credit card purchases at our website or download from  
www.jewishprayerfocus.org
Also available at Koorong.  
Jill Curry – Jewish Prayer Focus International Coordinator



10 August 2018Biography

Dr Krauthammer, American 
conservative commentator 
and Pulitzer Prize winner, died 
aged 68, June 21, 2018.
In a tribute to Charles Krauthammer, Israel 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
wrote, “I shall always remember you as a 
fearless fighter for truth, the best of the 
best our people has produced.” 

Krauthammer knew all about fighting 
fearlessly. Born in 1950 the son of Jews 
who fled the Holocaust, he studied 
political philosophy at Oxford, but 
switched to medical school at Harvard. 
He tried to embrace the family medical 
history and became chief resident in 
psychiatry at Massachusetts, General 
Hospital. Hence Dr Krauthammer!

Severe tests came. A 
spinal cord injury in a 
swimming pool accident 
came when he was 22. 
At poolside were two 
books he had been 
reading ‘Anatomy of the 
Spinal Cord’ and Man’s 
Fate by Andre Malraux.

Confined to a wheelchair, 
Charles Krauthammer 
made little of his 
situation. He learned an 
acquaintance suffered 
the same fate. In a letter 
of encouragement 
he wrote: “I heard 
about your accident. 
I’m so sorry. As you 
know, I’ve been there. 
What it required in my 
case was the simple 
determination to keep 
going in the direction I 
was headed. I found that 
I could do psychiatry 
and then a journalism 
career at a totally even 
par with my colleagues.” 
Famously the eloquent 
writer said, “It is better 
to be paralyzed from 
the neck down than the 
neck up!”

At his own crossroads 
Krauthammer made 
a choice. “I decided 
to become a writer 
so I could write about 
politics, because I thought that’s the 
most important thing one can involve 
oneself in. In the end, all the beautiful, 
elegant things in life, the things that I care 
about, the things that matter, depend 
on getting the politics right. Because in 
those societies where they get it wrong, 
everything else is destroyed, everything 
else is levelled.”

Charles Krauthammer recalled:  
“I began my journalistic career on 
the day Ronald Reagan was sworn in. 
That’s the day I showed up for work 
at ‘The New Republic’ magazine.”  
It was the Reagan policies that led Dr 
Krauthammer to embrace conservative 
politics. His Pulitzer Prize came in 1987. 

He influenced followers through a 

long association with Fox News. 
His participation in the news analysis 
programme Special Report panels, won 
international enthusiasts.

Rupert Murdoch, the executive 
chairman of 20th Century Fox and Fox 
News said, “his always principled stand 
on the most important issues of our 
time has been a guiding star in an often 
turbulent world, a world that has too 
many superficial thinkers vulnerable to 
the ebb and flow of fashion, and a world 
that, unfortunately, has only one Charles 
Krauthammer.”

Many have quoted Krauthammer 
phrases. For instance: “Israel is the very 
embodiment of Jewish continuity: It is 
the only nation on earth that inhabits the 
same land, bears the same name, speaks 

the same language, and 
worships the same God 
that it did 3,000 years 
ago. You dig the soil 
and you find pottery 
from Davidic times, 
coins from Bar Kokhba, 
and 2,000-year-old 
scrolls written in a script 
remarkably like the one 
that today advertises 
ice cream at the corner 
candy store.”

In an article ‘Farewell to 
Charles Krauthammer’ 
Rabbi Shraga Simmons 
said: “For 30 years, 
Krauthammer stood 
out as the consummate 
intel lectual—cal l ing 
out hypocrisy, standing 
up for justice, and 
displaying sophisticated 
intellectual coherence 
irrespective of 
political alignment 
or social acceptance. 
As Krauthammer 
described, ‘the pursuit 
of truth and right ideas 
through honest debate 
and rigorous argument 
is a noble undertaking.’”

His book ‘Things that 
Matter’ was published 
in 2013. He wrote: 
“Israel is not just any 
small country. It is the 
only small country—the 

only country, period—whose neighbors 
publicly declare its very existence an 
affront to law, morality and religion 
and make its extinction an explicit , 
paramount national goal. Iran, Libya, 
and Iraq conduct foreign policies 
designed for the killing of Israelis and the 
destruction of their state. They choose 
their allies (Hamas, Hezbollah) and 
develop their weapons (suicide bombs, 
poison gas, anthrax, nuclear missiles) 
accordingly. Countries as far away as 
Malaysia will not allow a representative 
of Israel on their soil or even permit 
the showing of ‘Schindler’s List’ lest it 
engender sympathy for Zion.” (Charles 
Krauthammer, Things That Matter: 
Three Decades of Passions, Pastimes 
and Politics)

In Time magazine, February 26, 1990 
he wrote: “The conscious deployment 
of a double standard directed at the 
Jewish state and at no other state in the 
world, the willingness systematically 
to condemn the Jewish state for 
things others are not condemned 
for—this is not a higher standard. 
It is a discriminatory standard. And 
discrimination against Jews has a name 
too. The word for it is antisemitism.”

The American Jewish Committee, which 
had previously honoured him with 
the AJC award, noted Krauthammer’s 
steadfast support for Israel over the 
years. “Charles Krauthammer’s trenchant 
analyses of critical international issues, 
including his eloquent defence of the 
State of Israel and the Jewish people, 
were hallmarks of his remarkable writings, 
speeches and media appearances,” said 
AJC CEO David Harris. 

And this. “The Simon Wiesenthal 
Center mourns the passing of brilliant, 
passionate, irrepressible Charles 
Krauthammer. He overcame a horrific 
injury to his body. It never damaged his 
soul. America has lost him just when we 
need a strong dose of his integrity most. 
His memory will always be a blessing,” 
said Rabbi Marvin Hier, founder and 
dean of the Wiesenthal Center and Rabbi 

Abraham Cooper, associate dean and 
director of the Global Social Agenda.

Benjamin Netanyahu wrote to Charles 
Krauthammer weeks before he died: 

“More than anything else, you have lived 
a life of purpose. As a proud American 
and a proud son of the Jewish people, 
you harnessed your formidable intellect 
to defend liberty and the Jewish state. 
No one has done this with greater 
clarity, consistency and conviction. Your 
writings will forever attest to that.”

Weeks before he died, Dr Charles 
Krauthammer declared: “I leave this life 
with no regrets. It was a wonderful life—
full and complete with the great loves 
and great endeavours that make it worth 
living. I am sad to leave, but I leave with 
the knowledge that I lived the life that I 
intended.”
___________________________________

Ron Ross worked as a newsman in 
Jerusalem, broadcasting Middle 
East reports internationally. He is 
the Middle East correspondent 
for Vision Christian Radio and a 
popular speaker.

www.ronross.org
ronandyvonne@mac.com

by Ron Ross

Dr Charles Krauthammer
– “A Wonderful Life”
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Having just returned from Israel after 
participating in the Jewish Agency Board 
of Governors’ meetings, it was time to 
reflect on just how surreal it was to be in 
Israel—And on many levels.

But why should this trip have 
been any different?
In Jerusalem and Tel Aviv, the biggest 
challenge is finding a seat in overcrowded 
cafés or restaurants, whilst the residents 
of the south are still dealing with those 
“peaceful protesters” from Gaza.

You know the ones burning the fields 
of Israeli towns and villages with their 
“peaceful” kites and almost nightly firing 
rockets into Israel to show how much 
they really want co-existence.

And as Israel, with some UN and USA 
backing, attempts to work out how to 
get as much aid as possible that cannot 
be used for terror purposes into the 
Hamas run enclave, the Palestinian 
Authority led by that other “peacenik”, 
Abbas - demanding, (demanding mind 
you) that no aid be given to Gaza until 
Hamas recognises his authority. Abbas is 
a real humanitarian!

If this is how much he cares about his 
fellow Arabs, what hope have we got 
when it comes to the Jews.

Up north is another looming 
catastrophe.
After two days of watching CNN, which 
I do not normally do in Australia, hoping 
for some sanity and fairness but seeing 
none, I just had to switch off.

CNN must have written the definition of 
surreal into their broadcast guidelines.

Multiple times daily the CNN anchor 
led with the story of the growing 
Syrian refugee crisis on the Israeli and 
Jordanian border.

Not one word from 
the anchor in the 
backgrounding of 
the story about what 
has caused this latest 
tragedy. 

Nothing about the 
Syrian government 
with the backing 
of Russia and Iran 
pounding their 
own citizens. Not a 
mention that Assad, 
with the tacit or 
active agreement of his partners Putin 
and Rouhani, is deliberately taking 
a policy to bomb everyone in his way 
including women and children, directly 
causing hundreds of deaths and many 
thousands of Syrians to flee towards the 
Israeli lines.

No, the CNN anchor repeatedly begins 
the story with criticism of Israel for not 
allowing these people into Israel and for 
not providing aid.

She invariably starts her piece saying 
that because of Israel’s refusal to help, 
these people have no tents and no 
medical supplies and no food.

Simultaneously in the background, 
CNN is playing video footage of tents, 
medical aid and food stations without a 
hint of embarrassment or understanding 
of the irony of what they want to pass 
for serious news.

She then switches to the CNN journalist 
on the ground who directly contradicts 
the anchor in every way and even 
shows footage of the Israelis opening 
the fence and driving tents, medical 
supplies and food through to the 
Syrians on the other side.

Next hour, the CNN anchor, completely 
contrary to her supposed commitment 
to accurate reporting, repeats exactly 

the same false criticism 
of Israel once more. 

And again, with CNN’s 
own pictures putting 
the lie to her words 
and again the local 
journalists explaining 
that Israel has been 
helping the Syrian 
refugees and has been 
doing so for years.

And it struck me that 
this macabre dance is 

similar to the one being played out in 
many parts of the world generally.

It is beyond reasonable logic to try and 
comprehend just how sections of the 
media talk about Israel, despite the true 
pictures playing in the background even 
as they speak.

And so it is now, with the new Nation 
State Law passed by the Israeli Knesset 
which merely codifies into Basic Law, a 
decades old reality.

70 years ago, the Israeli Declaration 
of Independence stated: “Accordingly, 
we members of the People’s Council, 
representatives of the Jewish 
community of Eretz Yisrael and of the 
Zionist movement, are here assembled 
on the day of the termination of the 
British mandate over Eretz Yisrael and, 
by virtue of our natural and historic right 
and on the basis of the resolution of 
the United Nations General Assembly, 
hereby declare the establishment of 
a Jewish State in Eretz Yisrael, to be 
known as the State of Israel.

The State of Israel will be open 
for Jewish immigration and for the 
Ingathering of the Exiles.”

It was very clear about the purpose of 
the Jewish State and also about that 
fact that the Jewish People, and only 

the Jewish People, would express their 
national aspirations within the State of 
Israel.

Of course, also stated very clearly, 
the Declaration continues, the State 
of Israel: “...will foster the development 
of the country for the benefit of all its 
inhabitants; it will be based on freedom, 
justice and peace as envisaged by the 
prophets of Israel; it will ensure complete 
equality of social and political rights to 
all its inhabitants irrespective of religion, 
race or sex; it will guarantee freedom 
of religion, conscience, language, 
education and culture; it will safeguard 
the Holy Places of all religions”.

And so it has been for 70 years, the 
State of Israel is the Jewish State and all 
individual rights are protected, observed 
and promoted.

Indeed, with some 20% of the Israeli 
population not being Jewish, in fact 
overwhelmingly Moslem, these minorities 
have more rights and freedoms—as they 
should—than Moslems in Arab countries.

What a conceit it truly is for people, 
safe from the problems of the Middle 
East, to look down on Israeli morality 
and try and promulgate the falsehood 
that only they are the keepers of some 
worldly conscience. Israelis not only pay 
lip service to, but daily live within the 
paradigm of the values of human rights, 
democracy and the rule of law.

The challenge for Israel and her Christian 
supporters is how to enable people 
around the world to see this reality, 
rather than hearing the background 
noise of an ideological agenda out of 
touch with the true facts on the ground.
___________________________________

Dr Ron Weiser AM

Public Affairs Chairman of the Zionist 
Federation of Australia and a Past President.

by Dr Ron Weiser

Fact Finding Through Biased 
Ideological Background Noise

An IDF medic treats an injured Syrian girl at a field hospital in northern Israel.  
Photo by Kobi Gideon GPO
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Israel 70 Years:  
1948–2018

$25

by Christian’s for Israel, International

This limited commemorative edition magazine celebrates 
Israel’s 70th Anniversary as a nation. It is beautifully illustrated, 
with in-depth articles, inspiring interviews, photos, facts, time-
lines and much more.
After ages of diaspora, the Jewish state was reborn in 1948. A true 
miracle. In the 70 years of its existence, Israel had to fight eight 
wars to defend itself. It not only survived but thrived. It’s among 
the most educated and innovative countries in the world and has 
one of the highest life expectancies. Jews from all over the world 
are returning home, a fulfillment of Biblical prophecies. 
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Israel on Trial: How international 
law is being misused to Delegitimize 
the State of Israel

$46

by Matthijis de Blois and Andrew Tucker

This book reviews international law regarding self-determination, 
statehood, territorial sovereignty, human rights and the right to 
self-defense.
It argues that the two-state solution as defined by the UN is 
not required by international law. The authors examine how 
international law has been used and misused over the last 
century with regard to the Arab/Israeli conflict. They argue 
that the historical context of the creation of the State of Israel, 
especially the Mandate for Palestine, is too often ignored.

PAPERBACK - 100 Pages
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by Enoch Lavender

Chronicles the dramatic rise of the prophetic 
movement to build Israel’s Third Temple. 
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for the Lord’s Return.
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‘Never again.’ Year after year people 
around the world repeat these 
words during Holocaust memorial 
events, and of course, they mean 
what they say. Yet European 
policymakers seem clueless about 
how to reign in the increase of anti-
Semitism. In some countries, it 
seems that even the government 
itself is infected. Although not all 
Jews in Europe feel unsafe, they do 
feel a growing unease.

Religious freedom is under pressure. 
Political disagreements with Israel are 
taken out on (local) Jewish communities. 
Meanwhile, traditional forms of anti-
Semitism are also resurfacing.

Of course, authorities do speak out 
against anti-Semitism now and then. Of 
course, there are public shows of support, 
for example in Berlin, where hundreds of 
people took to the streets wearing kippot 
in response to the news that Jews no 
longer feel safe wearing a kippah on the 
street. Of course, Jewish organisations can 
count on help with security from the 
police, or even from the military, but all of 
this only addresses the symptoms instead 
of curing the disease. Despite everything, 
anti-Semitism appears to keep on growing.

European leaders’ attitudes on the matter 
do not give concerned citizens much reason 
for hope. Recently PA leader Mahmoud 
Abbas gave a speech in which he, in effect, 

blamed the Holocaust on the Jews 
themselves. There was not a single word of 
condemnation from Europe. Let us hope 

and pray that the Eternal One will give us 
the courage to continue to stand in the 
breach for His people in times like these.

Growing Anti-Semitism in Europe
By Ruben Ridderhof, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Photo: Flash90

>> Recent Anti-Semitic Developments in Europe

Iceland is considering making 
circumcision a crime, with a six-year 
prison sentence for anyone performing a 
circumcision. 

The United Kingdom saw a shocking 
increase in anti-Semitic incidents in 2017. 
On average there are four anti-Semitic 
incidents per day.

In Ireland’s parliament, a large majority 
voted for a Senate proposal that makes 
the sale and purchase of products from 
Israel’s ‘territories’ a punishable offence.  
Because of political pressure, the 
proposal has not yet been made law, but 
the majority vote speaks volumes.

In The Netherlands, a Jewish restaurant 
was vandalised multiple times. The police 
and media hesitated to call the violence 
‘anti-Semitic’. 

A curriculum for children in Belgium for 
the commemoration of the Holocaust 
promotes anti-Semitic ideas, for example 
with anti-Semitic cartoons as illustrations. 

In France 84-year-old Holocaust survivor 
Mireille Knoll was murdered in her Paris 
apartment on March 24th. The 
authorities are calling it an act of anti-
Semitism.

In April, Jewish leaders in Germany called 
on their followers not to wear a kippah 
after a 21-year-old immigrant wore a 
kippah as an ‘experiment' and was 
attacked.

Italian soccer fans misused pictures of 
Anne Frank to make fun of Lazio Roma 
supporters.

In Sweden Molotov cocktails were 
thrown into a group of Jewish youth at a 
Hanukkah celebration at the end of 2017. 

Jews in Finland are feeling more and 
more unsafe. In late 2017 the Jewish 
community in Helsinki turned to crowd-
funding to finance extra security 
measures.

Manifestations of anti-Semitism in 
Poland are on the rise after the Polish 
government has adopted a law denying 
Polish involvement in the Holocaust. 
Polish Jews do not feel safe and are 
worried about what may be coming.

The conflict with Russia is contributing 
to a rise in nationalism in Ukraine. This 
often goes hand in hand with anti-
Semitism. National heroes are honoured, 
but often those same heroes were guilty 
of organising pogroms or collaborating 
with the Nazis. On April 20th Adolf 
Hitler’s birthday was celebrated with 
various expressions of anti-Semitism. 
Graffiti reading:  “A world without Jews. 
Kill a Jew.” was sprayed onto a wall in 
Odessa. In Poltava, a Jewish mass grave 
was desecrated with graffiti to the same 
effect: “Death to the Jews.”

A high-ranking official in Hungary’s 
ruling political party chose to spend 
January 27th, International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, attending a memorial 
for a former Nazi-collaborator.

Bucharest, the capital of Romania, 
ranked third in online anti-Semitism in 
January according to research from the 
Israeli Ministry for Diaspora Affairs. In 
first and second place were the cities of 
Santiago in Chile and Dnipro 
(Dnipropetrovsk) in Ukraine.

Alon Ben-Gurion Visits 
C4I Headquarters

On Friday 18 May the new summer 
exhibition Israel Wonder of the World at the 

Christians for Israel 
office in the 
Netherlands was 
opened in the presence 
of Alon Ben-Gurion, 
grandson of David Ben-
Gurion – the first 
Israeli Prime Minister 
and one of the 
founders of the modern 
State of Israel. At this 
occasion, one of the 
halls of the new Israel 
Centre was renamed 
David Ben-Gurion Hall. 

Alon Ben-Gurion opened the hall by 
installing a name sign above the door. 

Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast 
Christians for Israel was privileged to 
participate in the second Annual 
Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast (JPB) from 
6-7 June 2018 in Jerusalem. Modelled 
on the National Prayer Breakfast held 
annually in Washington, the JPB 
attracted over 600 Christian delegates 
from about 70 nations. 

Highlights of the JPB were the 
meetings with Israeli President Reuven 
Rivlin and Speaker of the Knesset Yuli 
Edelstein, sessions of prayer, and 
powerful speeches by a number of 
Jewish and Christian leaders including 
Deputy Minister and former Israeli 
Ambassador to the US Michael Oren, 
Anne Graham Lotz, former Congress 
member Michele Bachmann, and 
Governor of Kentucky Matt Bevin. 

The Jerusalem Prayer Breakfast is a 
testimony of the growing 
understanding between Christian and 
Jewish leaders. As well-known religious 
and political figure, Orthodox Rabbi 
Yehuda Glick, said in his official 
greeting: “I’m so excited that today we 
have Christians from 70 nations in 
Jerusalem, our capital, to pray for the 
peace of Jerusalem!  We have been waiting 
for you for some 2,000 years! As the 
prophet Isaiah said in Isaiah 2:2: Now it 
shall come to pass in the latter days that 
the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the hills, and 
all nations shall flow to it.”

JPB events are being planned in many 
nations in the coming year. 

By Andrew Tucker

On Friday 18 May the new summer 
exhibition Israel Wonder of the World at the 

Christians for Israel 
office in the 
Netherlands was 
opened in the presence 
of Alon Ben-Gurion, 
grandson of David Ben-
Gurion – the first 
Israeli Prime Minister 
and one of the 
founders of the modern 
State of Israel. At this 
occasion, one of the 
halls of the new Israel 
Centre was renamed 
David Ben-Gurion Hall. 

Alon Ben-Gurion opened the hall by 
installing a name sign above the door. 

Pim van der Hoff, Chairman of Christians for Israel Netherlands and 
Alon Ben-Gurion during the opening of the David Ben-Gurion hall.
Photo: Han Schenk
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3rd Thesis: Faith on Israel
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

In this article, we continue our 
discussion of the ‘Twelve Theses 
of Faith on Israel’ published by 
Christians for Israel.

Thesis 3: We believe that the Church 
has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus 
Christ we also have become ‘children of 
Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

Elaboration: It is our strong conviction 
that the Church has not replaced or 
superseded Israel in God’s economy. The 
presupposition that the promises that 
were given to Israel now have been 
transferred to the Church is a terrible 
aberration and a sin before God.

We believe that Christ Jesus is the seed of 
Abraham so that the promised blessing for 
the nations has come through Him, and 
Abraham has become the father of all 
those who believe. As the body of Christ 
we celebrate the mystery of salvation 
through the crucified and risen Lord.

Clarification: We initially considered 
writing that ‘replacement theology’ is a 
heresy. However, we realised that this 

aberration has never been adopted by an 
authoritative Church Council. It would 
nevertheless be very appropriate for the 
churches to strongly speak out against 
this misunderstanding, this 
misconception and fallacy in all its 
variations, because replacement theology 
is proclaimed openly more and more, or 
cloaked in theological terms such as 
‘expansion theology’ or ‘fulfillment theology’. 

A typical characteristic of such false 
concepts is the idea that the role of the 
people of Israel, the nation of Israel and 
the land of Israel are redundant, replaced 
or superseded.

Believers from the nations can fully 
participate in God’s plan of salvation. 
Thanks to the blood of Jesus the dividing 
wall has been broken down (Ephesians 
2:13). Everyone who has been baptised in 
Christ Jesus is covered with Christ. 

Galatians 3:26-29: “So in Christ Jesus you are 
all children of God through faith, for all of 
you who were baptised into Christ have 
clothed yourselves with Christ. There is 
neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor 
free, nor is there male and female, for you are 
all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to 
Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and 
heirs according to the promise” (compare 
also Galatians 3:7 and Romans 4:11). 

But men will still be men and women still 
will be women, albeit in a deep spiritual 
unity within the church of Christ. 
Whereas Jews will be Jews and Gentiles 
will be Gentiles, in the church this is in a 
deep spiritual unity by faith in Christ. 

>> Reflection by
Conrado Lumahan 
Christians for Israel Philippines 
Director

In this article, we are going to answer the 
following questions: What is replacement 
theology? How has this theology become 
the foundation stone of anti-Semitism? 
How do we know if a Christian or a 
church has been affected by this teaching? 
And lastly, what shall we do now?

Replacement theology is shown in 
doctrine and in practice which started 
locally and became global. This theology 
assumes that because the Jews killed Jesus, 
God has replaced them with the church 
and all of God’s blessings have been given 
to the church, which is the ‘new’ or 
‘spiritual’ Israel. Israel is left with the 
curses of God. Replacement theology is 
anti-Israel. It is anti-Zionism. Worst of all, 
adherents do not understand that this 
theology is anti-God. Why anti-God? 
Because replacement theology makes God 
a liar. It makes God a covenant and 
promise breaker. To believe that God has 
broken His covenants and promises with 
Israel is a heresy. Replacement theology, 
therefore, is not a Christian theology 
although it was conceived by Christian 
bishops and theologians, i.e., the Church 
Fathers. 

Anti-Semitism is justified in the name of 
replacement theology. Rabbi Jonathan 
Sacks convincingly defines anti-Semitism. 
He said Anti-Semitism is not ‘disliking’ the 
Jews. If you dislike a person, it does not 
mean you hate him. It is not ‘criticising’ 
them. If you criticise an individual, it does 
not mean you hate him. Anti-Semitism is 
‘denying their rights to exist’ as a nation and 
to live as a people. Anti-Semitism takes 
different forms in different ages. ‘In the 
Middle Ages, Jews were hated because of 
their religion. In the 19th and 20th centuries, 
the Jews were hated because of their race. 

Today, the Jews are hated because of their 
nation-state.’ Criticism of the State of 
Israel is not necessarily anti-Semitism. But 
the Boycott, Divestment, Sanctions (BDS) 
movement is a form of this kind of anti-
Semitism, because the fundamental 
premise of the BDS movement is the 
denial of the right of the Jewish people to 
live as a nation (the BDS movement 
advocates destruction of the Jewish state in 
favour of a single state in which the Jews 
have no national identity).

The worst kind of anti-Semitism is driving 
the Jews out of Israel. Opposition to the 
right of Jewish people to fulfil their God-
given destiny in the Land of Promise is 
the most dangerous form of anti-
Semitism today.

Many church leaders are asking: “How do I 
know if our church or I have been influenced 
by replacement theology?” Ask yourself 
some questions:

Ÿ Do you or your church pray for the 
Jewish people, the peace of Jerusalem, 
and Israel?

Ÿ Do you or your church practically bless 
the Jewish people by giving funds to 
support the needy in Israel or 
Diaspora?

Ÿ Do you or your church support a 
Christian or a Jewish organisation 
involved in Aliyah (helping Jews to 
return to Israel)?

Ÿ Do you or your church boycott 
products produced in Israel?

Ÿ Do you or your church preach on 
Israel and the Jewish people and their 
biblical significance?

Ÿ Do you or your church teach on the 
significance of the Jewish roots of the 
Church?

Ÿ Do you or your church ever preach 
against replacement theology?

Ÿ Do you buy and read books that bring 
awareness for the need to stand with 
God’s covenant people such as Why 
Israel? Why Jerusalem? Why End 
Times? Or the Menorah and the 
Cross?

Ÿ Do you or your church organise a tour 
to the Bible Land?

If the answer to these questions is ‘No’ 
then your church may be under the 
deception of, or believe in, replacement 
theology. You may need to become 
involved in speaking out against that 
position. 

The message from the Bible is clear. God 
has promised to love the Jewish people 
forever, and to bring them back to the 
land He promised them. He requires us as 
believers to have the same attitude to 
them that God has. To say we love God 
and to hate Israel and Israelis is 
contradictory. We must choose to stand 
in solidarity with the Jewish people in 
such times.

Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ 
we also have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with 
Israel, as well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our 
sake, but that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil 
over the nations with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism 
committed in her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love 
and solidarity with Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of 
Israel is the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations 
carry a responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will 
make His Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide 
Kingdom, Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place 
and they will reign with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish 
people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.

Everyone who has been baptised
in Christ Jesus is covered with
Christ.
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“When I have brought them back 
from the nations and have 
gathered them from the 
countries of their enemies, I will 
be proved holy through them in 
the sight of many nations. Then 
they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God because I sent 
them into exile among the 
nations and then assembled 
them into their own land. I will 
leave none of them remaining 
among the nations any more.’’ 
(Ezekiel 39:27,28)

This word from the prophet Ezekiel 
characterises the remarkable event that 
took place on 23 July at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv. A large EL AL plane 
carrying over three hundred olim - new 
Jewish immigrants – landed late in the 
afternoon. It was extraordinary to witness 
the arrival of so many new residents from 
various countries at the same time.

“Today is the Jewish people’s world 
championship, with one major difference: It 
is not being played in Russia but in Israel. 
Everyone in this arrival hall is a winner. Let 
us continue building, dreaming and making 
this an even bigger miracle than it already is 
today,” Greg Masel said in his welcome 
address. He is the General Director of 
Keren Hayesod, the organisation that 
together with the Jewish Agency has been 
responsible for the immigration of Jews 
from around the world for nearly a 
century. In his speech, he explicitly 
thanked Christians for Israel and other 
Christian organisations that made it 
possible for over three hundred Jewish 
immigrants to arrive in Israel at the same 
time. For many years there has been a 
strong connection and close cooperation 
between Christians for Israel, Keren 
Hayesod, and the Jewish Agency. 

Before the EL AL Boeing 747 taxied across 
Ben Gurion Airport to the large hall, 
hundreds of people had spent hours 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of three 
hundred olim from all the corners of the 

world. They welcomed the immigrants 
with songs and waving flags.

As soon as the plane had stopped, we had 
the privilege of welcoming the new Jewish 
residents of Israel on the plane together 
with Ms Sofa Landver, Minister of 
Immigration and Integration, Nathan 
Sharansky, outgoing President of the 
Jewish Agency, and his successor, Isaac 
Herzog. Inside the plane, there was an 
overwhelming sense of excitement and 
joy at having finally arrived in the 
Promised Land. There were many families 
with young children. Most had come from 
France, but there were also olim from 
South America and Canada. Immigrants 
who had arrived earlier from other parts 
of the world were also present at the 
airport, including a handful of families 
from Russia.

The official reception took place in the 
huge arrival hall. Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir 
Lau was first to address the crowd, which 
included an especially large number of 
young people, of whom many have not 
been living in Israel for long. He gave a 
short speech in the spirit of the well-known 
verses from the prophecy in Isaiah 43:5-6:

“Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring 
your offspring from the east, and from the 

 

west I will gather you, I will say to the north, 
Give up, and to the 
south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from 
the end of the earth.”

At the end of the 19th 
century, the Jewish 
people began to return 
to the land of their 
fathers after living in the 
diaspora for nearly two 
thousand years. During 
much of that time, they 
had suffered under 
persecution which reached 
a devastating low point with 
the murder of six million 

Jews during World War II. 
Christians for Israel has 
been involved in Aliyah 
since the 1990’s through 
the project ‘Bring the Jews 
Home’. Many Christians 
for Israel affiliates 
collected funds for the 
return of the Jews to the 
Promised Land, as a gift 
for Israel’s 70th 
birthday.

The arrival of 
over three 
hundred new 
olim in Israel 
and the 
ceremony at 
Ben Gurion 
Airport were 
visible proof of 
the tremendous 
support of 
Christians for 
the homecoming 
of the Jewish 
people in their 
only safe harbour 
in the world, the 
land of Israel. 

By Pim van der Hoff, Board Member Christians for Israel International
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“When I have brought them back 
from the nations and have 
gathered them from the 
countries of their enemies, I will 
be proved holy through them in 
the sight of many nations. Then 
they shall know that I am the 
Lord their God because I sent 
them into exile among the 
nations and then assembled 
them into their own land. I will 
leave none of them remaining 
among the nations any more.’’ 
(Ezekiel 39:27,28)

This word from the prophet Ezekiel 
characterises the remarkable event that 
took place on 23 July at Ben Gurion 
Airport near Tel Aviv. A large EL AL plane 
carrying over three hundred olim - new 
Jewish immigrants – landed late in the 
afternoon. It was extraordinary to witness 
the arrival of so many new residents from 
various countries at the same time.

“Today is the Jewish people’s world 
championship, with one major difference: It 
is not being played in Russia but in Israel. 
Everyone in this arrival hall is a winner. Let 
us continue building, dreaming and making 
this an even bigger miracle than it already is 
today,” Greg Masel said in his welcome 
address. He is the General Director of 
Keren Hayesod, the organisation that 
together with the Jewish Agency has been 
responsible for the immigration of Jews 
from around the world for nearly a 
century. In his speech, he explicitly 
thanked Christians for Israel and other 
Christian organisations that made it 
possible for over three hundred Jewish 
immigrants to arrive in Israel at the same 
time. For many years there has been a 
strong connection and close cooperation 
between Christians for Israel, Keren 
Hayesod, and the Jewish Agency. 

Before the EL AL Boeing 747 taxied across 
Ben Gurion Airport to the large hall, 
hundreds of people had spent hours 
eagerly awaiting the arrival of three 
hundred olim from all the corners of the 

world. They welcomed the immigrants 
with songs and waving flags.

As soon as the plane had stopped, we had 
the privilege of welcoming the new Jewish 
residents of Israel on the plane together 
with Ms Sofa Landver, Minister of 
Immigration and Integration, Nathan 
Sharansky, outgoing President of the 
Jewish Agency, and his successor, Isaac 
Herzog. Inside the plane, there was an 
overwhelming sense of excitement and 
joy at having finally arrived in the 
Promised Land. There were many families 
with young children. Most had come from 
France, but there were also olim from 
South America and Canada. Immigrants 
who had arrived earlier from other parts 
of the world were also present at the 
airport, including a handful of families 
from Russia.

The official reception took place in the 
huge arrival hall. Chief Rabbi Yisrael Meir 
Lau was first to address the crowd, which 
included an especially large number of 
young people, of whom many have not 
been living in Israel for long. He gave a 
short speech in the spirit of the well-known 
verses from the prophecy in Isaiah 43:5-6:

“Fear not, for I am with you; I will bring 
your offspring from the east, and from the 

 

west I will gather you, I will say to the north, 
Give up, and to the 
south, Do not withhold; 
bring my sons from afar 
and my daughters from 
the end of the earth.”

At the end of the 19th 
century, the Jewish 
people began to return 
to the land of their 
fathers after living in the 
diaspora for nearly two 
thousand years. During 
much of that time, they 
had suffered under 
persecution which reached 
a devastating low point with 
the murder of six million 

Jews during World War II. 
Christians for Israel has 
been involved in Aliyah 
since the 1990’s through 
the project ‘Bring the Jews 
Home’. Many Christians 
for Israel affiliates 
collected funds for the 
return of the Jews to the 
Promised Land, as a gift 
for Israel’s 70th 
birthday.

The arrival of 
over three 
hundred new 
olim in Israel 
and the 
ceremony at 
Ben Gurion 
Airport were 
visible proof of 
the tremendous 
support of 
Christians for 
the homecoming 
of the Jewish 
people in their 
only safe harbour 
in the world, the 
land of Israel. 

By Pim van der Hoff, Board Member Christians for Israel International
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In Ezekiel 34 the prophet speaks about the 
wrong shepherds of Israel in his days: 
“Woe to you shepherds of Israel (…) you have 
not brought back the strays or searched for 
the lost (…) My flock was scattered over the 
whole earth, and no one searched or looked 
for them.” 

Then the Lord God promises He will 
gather Himself his own people back to 
their own land. He will be doing this by 
establishing a new shepherd over them: 

“I will bring them out from the nations and 
gather them from the countries, and I will 
bring them into their own land. I will 
pasture them on the mountains of Israel (…) 
I will place over them one shepherd, my 
servant David, and he will tend them. He 
will tend them and be their shepherd (…) The 
nations will no longer plunder them.” 

Centuries later Jesus calls Himself in John 
10 ‘the Good Shepherd’. Undoubtedly He is 
thinking about the words of Ezekiel 
because Jesus is also placing the Good 
Shepherd contrary to the bad shepherds. 
“The hired hand is not the shepherd and does 

not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf 
coming, he abandons the sheep and runs 
away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and 
scatters it.” Jesus speaks about the same 
problems as Ezekiel did: mismanagement, 
the flock being scattered and becoming a 
prey to wild animals. 

But then the climax is coming: what is the 
difference between Jesus as the Good 
Shepherd and the bad shepherds? The 
difference is the ownership. Ezekiel 
already spoke about the Lord who is 
calling the flock “My flock”. And now Jesus 
says: “I am the Good Shepherd. I know my 
sheep.” And about the wrong shepherds, 
He says: “The man runs away because he is 
a hired hand and cares nothing for the 
sheep.” So Jesus Himself is not only the 
established new shepherd, but He is also 
the owner of the flock. 

It is obvious that He speaks about Israel at 
first, the Jewish people, His people. Jesus, 
Himself as the owner of the Jewish 
people, is also the anointed one who one 
day will be bringing back His own people 
to their own land. We are blessed in this 
present time to be witnesses of this 

process that started over a hundred years 
ago. We are used to applying to ourselves 
Jesus’ remarks about sheep who scatter 
away from the flock when we might 
scatter away from Jesus and His church. 
We all know the beautiful images of the 
Good Shepherd bringing a sheep back 
upon His shoulders. That is good. Jesus is 
also our Good Shepherd. But it is good to 
be reminded that He speaks firstly about 
His own people, the Jewish people, the 
people of Israel. 

Israel Already Belongs to 
Jesus, their Shepherd
By Rev. Cornelis Kant, Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

The tenth of the Hebrew month 
Tishri (this year on 19 September) is 
Yom Kippur, the Day of Atonement. 

Leviticus chapter 16 gives a detailed 
description of the rituals the High priest 
has to perform on that day, including 
changing his clothes and washing his 
body several times. Further on, God 
commands a Sabbath rest on that day: “Do 
not do any work on that day, because it is 
the Day of Atonement when atonement is 
made for you before the Lord your God” (see 
Leviticus 23:24-32). However, with all the 
details concerning the rituals, Scripture 
does not specify for what sort of 
transgressions or sins atonement is made. 

Rabbinic tradition states: ‘Yom Kippur 
atones for transgressions between a person 
and God, but for a transgression against 
one's neighbour, Yom Kippur cannot atone 
until he appeases his neighbour.’ Thus Rabbi 
Eleazar ben Azariah expounds the text, 
“From all your sins before the Lord shall ye 
be clean” (Leviticus 16:30): For transgressions 
between a person and God, Yom Kippur 
atones, for transgressions against one's 
neighbour, Yom Kippur cannot atone, until 
he appeases his neighbour” (Mishna, Sayings 
of the Fathers 8:9). 

One of the most famous parts of the Yom 
Kippur liturgy is Kol Nidrei. It is sung 
during the opening service on the eve of 
Yom Kippur. The traditional tune has 
spoken to many and inspired composers 
like Max Bruch with beautiful music. In 
fact, the old Aramaic text is not a prayer, 

but a declaration before a judicial court, 
regretting and annulling all the vows and 
oaths one will take before God until the 
next Yom Kippur. It refers to vows done to 
God, often recklessly, like for example the 
Corban (something that is dedicated to God 
or the temple) in temple times (compare 
Mark 7:11). It does not refer to agreements 
with humans. Moreover, all relations with 
your fellow man should be made good 
before you can receive atonement on Yom 
Kippur. Se ttling your human relations is 
required for settling your relation with God. 

We find a reference to this principle in 
Jesus’ words in the Sermon on the Mount: 
“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the 

altar and there remember that your brother 
or sister has something against you, leave 
your gift there in front of the altar. First, go 
and be reconciled to them; then come and 
offer your gift” (Matthew 5:23-24). You have 
first be reconciled with your fellow man 
before you can bring your offering to God. 

In fact, we can understand the whole 
Sermon on the Mount as a teaching 
preparing for a right experience of the ten 
‘Days of Awe’ from Rosh Hashanah to Yom 
Kippur. Repentance and introspection 
characterise this period. It is a time of 
praying, fasting, giving alms to the needy, 
and thus coming to terms with your 
neighbour and with God. 

Coming to Terms with Your 
Neighbour, and with God 
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Short News

Israel Has More Jews

Aliyah and Integration Minister Sofa 
Landver (pictured above) has declared 
that the largest concentration of Jewish 
people in the world is in Israel. More 
than six million Jews reside in Israel, 
compared with 5.7 million in the US. 
Minister Landver attributed her 
ministry’s success to cooperation with 
the Jewish Agency, organisations which 
assist olim and local authorities.

“We invest a lot in encouraging Aliyah – 
we hold fairs in the countries of origin, 
offer potential immigrants personal 
accompaniment and assistance in their 
job search, studies and housing.” Of 
245,235 olim who arrived in Israel over 
the past 10 years, 29,228 made aliyah in 
2017, of whom 7,239 are returning 
residents.

Aliyah: Bnei Menashe 
Arrive in Israel 

In June 2018, 225 Jews from India (Bnei 
Menashe) made Aliyah to Israel thanks 
to your support. As they arrived at Ben-
Gurion Airport, they burst into song, 
chanting traditional Hebrew melodies 
as well as ancient tribal hymns. They 
were accompanied by many Israeli 
travellers and tourists, who clapped and 
sang along, joining in the celebration of 
this homecoming after 2700 years of 
exile. The immigrants were greeted by 
loved ones, many who had been 
separated for years. These included 80-
year old Abel Hangshing, who met his 
Israeli-born great-grandchildren for the 
first time, and Seingul Lotjem, who was 
reunited with his parents who moved 
to Israel in 2000. He had not seen them 
in 18 years.

Israel 8th Most 
Powerful Country
Israel has been ranked as the eighth 
most powerful country in the world, 
according to a US World Report. The 
rankings look at the influence of a 
nation as well as its political, economic 
and military power. A country’s 
alliances factor in as does its influence 
and whether the country is a leader. 
The US was ranked the world’s most 
powerful country, followed by Russia, 
China, Germany, Britain, France and 
Japan.

So Jesus Himself is not only the 
established new shepherd, but He 
is also the owner of the flock. 

A man with his shofar.
Photo: Oren Rosenfeld, Flickr
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So far, the author of Psalm 2 concentrated 
on immanent developments. He described 
what happens among the nations in a way 
which any newspaper reader, radio 
listener or television viewer can easily 
understand – having some basic 
understanding of biblical thought. Now, 
the psalmist pulls back the curtain to the 
invisible world. From verse 4 onwards, he 
opens up a perspective that looks at the 
whole scenario from the Creator’s point of 
view. Luther observes: “This is all so 
hidden, that you are not able to recognise it 
when you are not in heaven.”

“He who sits in the heavens laughs. The Lord 
scoffs at them” (verse 4). For those raging 
masses of nations, who rebel against His 
regulations, who wish to override the 
divine orders and declare the Word of 
God irrelevant, the Lord has nothing left 
but mockery.
God derides all the Gentile nations 
(Psalms 59:9), He laughs at the evildoer 
“because he sees that his day is coming” 
(Psalms 37:13). Rabbi Samson Raphael 
Hirsch states, this laughter is “not actually 
an expression of joy”, but rather “a sneering, 
contemptuous laugh”. Laughter in the Bible 
is “without exception, an ironic laugh, a 
laugh that carries with it a certain negation, 
condemnation of the object that caused the 
laughter”. It is “exclusively caused by the 
perception of something ridiculous”.

Once, Abraham and Sarah laughed, when 
the divine messengers claimed that the 
hundred-year-old man and his ninety-
year-old wife would have a child in their 
old age (Genesis 17:17; 18:12). Too big, too 
ridiculous seemed the contrast between 
what could be grasped by relevant human 
experience and what was said to them. 
Hirsch realises: “The whole beginning of the 
Jewish people is ridiculous, its history, its 
expectations, its hopes, its entire life borne by 
these hopes appear to the reasoning that 
calculates only the ordinary, natural 
relations of causality as the most monstrous, 
ridiculous pretension.” Therefore, the son 
of Abraham and Sarah also gets the name 
“Yitzhak”, “one laughs” (Genesis 21:3,6).

Yet, as ridiculous as God’s dealings with 
Israel may appear to Gentiles, the contrast 
between the excitement and effort of the 
non-Jewish nations on one side and the 
character and essence of the Creator on 

the other side is infinite, unbelievably, 
unimaginably greater. And in God’s 
laughter and mockery lie scornfulness and 
contempt. The kings have no way at all to 
do something against the will of the Lord.

As ridiculous as the history, the way, and 
the hope of the Jewish people may seem 
too prosaic, down-to-earth, rational 
contemporaries, from God’s point of view, 
the thinking and planning of the nations 
and their representatives is anything but 
objective, realistic or reasonable. It is 
simply ridiculous. Luther words it 
strikingly: “O how great strength of faith is 
required in these words! For who could have 
taken to sense that God laughs… since it 
occurs to us as if we are both by God and by 
men being mocked and trodden down.”

Laughter often expresses a sense of 
security, a consciousness of superiority as 
opposed to fear. God’s laughing shows: He 
is the One who has created this universe. 

He disturbs the nations and makes them 
migrate. He appoints kings, presidents, 
prime ministers and princes, and He also 
deposes them when their time has come. 
The Lord sits in heaven. He does not 
nervously run back and forth, rubbing His 
hands in desperation, because he might 
have lost the helm of world history. He 
sits and laughs because He has everything 
– really everything - firmly under His 
control.

If this living God, the Creator of heaven 
and earth, the One who sits in heaven and 
laughs, indeed is my father, then I do not 
have any reason at all to be disturbed. No 
migration tsunami, no conflagration in 
the Middle East, no what-so-ever 
unreasonable decision of big-mouthed 
politicians, not even the evidence of 
underhand machinations of the powerful 
or frightening suspicions of destructive 
conspiracies can bring me out of the 
peace. The father laughs. May the 
Gentiles rage. The One in heaven has 
everything firmly under control.

The Lord laughs and scorns. If the Bible 

says the same thing twice, that shows a 
great certainty. Twice dreamed the 
Egyptian pharaoh, which meant that God 
would do what He had planned with 
certainty and soon (Genesis 41:32).

Rabbi David Ben Yosef Kimchi (1160-1235) 
observed that the psalmist used the 
present tense – “He laughs,” “He scoffs,” 
“He speaks” – in order to depict God’s 

actions. He does not place the scenario 
into a distant past which can be analysed 
with interest but remains ultimately 
irrelevant. Neither does he speak of a 
future that may be postponed forever. The 
choice of words of the prophetic psalmist 
makes every fairytale “Once upon a time” 
equally impossible as the fantasies of 
science fiction. The psalmist speaks in the 
present tense – whether this once was 
historically rooted for the contemporaries 
of King David or the first Christians and 
their opponents in Jerusalem, or whether 
this could be relevant for us today or even 
describe a future global scenario.

Reassuringly Ridiculous  Psalm 2, Part 3
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author

He sits and laughs because He has 
everything – really everything! – 
firmly under His control.

Letters of the Aleph-bet: Peh
The letter peh is the seventeenth letter of 
the aleph-beit. The Hebrew word peh 
means mouth. In the form of the letter, 
with a little fantasy, you can recognise a 
mouth. The original sign possibly 
represented a mouth, but its angular 
shape also hints at the Hebrew word 
pe’ah, which means corner. The Greek pi 
and our P, have developed from this letter.

The letter represents two sounds: p and 
f, and has two shapes. As the last letter of 
the word, it is long stretched, whereas, at 
other positions, it has a round shape.

According to the Talmud, the round 
(‘bent’) and log stretched peh point at an 
open and a shut mouth: “There is a time 
to be silent and a time to speak” 
(Ecclesiastes 3:7). 

The peh much resembles the kaf, the 
only difference being the little ‘tooth’ 
hanging in the peh. However, this 
implies a world of difference. Exodus 
1:10 reads: “Come, we must deal shrewdly 
with them or (Hebrew: pen, meaning ‘lest’) 
they will become even more numerous.” 
But in verse 12 we read: “But the more 

they were oppressed, the more (Hebrew: 
ken) they multiplied.” Two words, with 
both two letters; one peh-nun, the other 
kaph-nun. Jewish explanations say that 
God was angry about pharaohs words. 
Therefore He hit a tooth out of 
pharaohs peh so that it became a kaph: 
“The Holy Spirit said: you say: ‘lest (pen) 
they will multiply’. But I say: ‘so even more 
(ken) they will multiply’.”

The numerical value is eighty. Moses 
was eighty years old when he led the 
Israelites out of Egypt and received the 

Torah. According to Psalm 90, a prayer 
of Moses, eighty is the age of enduring 
strength. With the age of eighty man 
reaches an exceptional strength. 

Therefore Psalm 81 (according to 
Chasidic tradition the psalm of an eight-
year-old, who is in his 81st year of life) 
says: “Open wide your mouth (peh), and I 
will fill it” (verse 11). God lifts up man 
above himself. That is what this verse 
literally reads at the beginning: “I am the 
Lord your God, who lifted you up from 
Egypt”.

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church
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Emergency Appeal: Terrorist Attacks
Start Hundreds of Fires in Southern Israel

The fires threaten not only 
agricultural areas and nature reserves 

but also populated areas, like this 
neighbourhood near Sderot.

For the past two months, Israel has been plagued by a new form of Hamas terror. 
Thousands of acres have gone up in flames, spread by incendiary kites launched towards Israel from the Gaza strip. 

Their purpose is to inflict the greatest possible damage to Israel’s nature reserves, agricultural areas, and cities.

Please help to combat this form of terrorism by making a donation for 
extra firefighting vehicles in the Negev desert.

Background of the Emergency Appeal

An all terrain firefighting vehicle 
(left) with a reserve tank (right) 

in order to refuel the vehicle 
as quickly as possible.

Volunteer at Aleh
Photo: Isreality

A gap year, sabbatical or spare time? 
Consider doing voluntary work at Aleh in Israel!

Aleh is an organisation in Israel that takes care of children with severe, multiple 
disabilities. The organisation was founded in 1982 by a group of parents who were 

determined to arrange the best possible care for their children with severe 
disabilities. 

Nowadays 700 residents, from babies to adults, receive the best care 24/7 at one of 
the four Aleh facilities in Jerusalem, Gedera, Bnei Brak and the Negev. This makes 

Aleh the biggest care network for multiple disabled people in Israel. 

The value of life is very important at Aleh, and as a volunteer, you can contribute to 
that! Chrystal (pictured above) volunteered at Aleh for a year: “What I find so heart-
warming at Aleh is that people do not look at the background of a resident. The only 

thing that matters is the care that someone needs. My tasks were very diverse but mainly 
consisted of taking care of meals and making sure that residents remained mentally 

challenged. We find it very important that people can do as much as possible themselves.”

For more information: Go to www.aleh.org/volunteering

David Ben-Gurion, the founder and first prime minister of Israel, dreamt of making 
the barren desert bloom. As is prophesied in the Bible: 

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom like the rose. Isaiah 35:1

In the past seventy years, Israel has succeeded in making the majority of the desert 
bloom. But the product of the Jewish people’s seventy years of work and dedication 
has been destroyed at a rapid pace during the past few weeks due to the newest 
terrorist tactic from Gaza: burning kites.

Hamas terrorists use special launchers to fly the burning kites, which land in Israeli 
nature reserves, agricultural land, and populated areas.

The result of two months of terror kites expressed in numbers is shocking:

Ÿ 450 fires caused by the kites around the Gaza Strip border
Ÿ 7,000 acres of agricultural land gone up in flames
Ÿ 1 -2 million euros in estimated damages

The fires are also disastrous to local nature and wildlife. More than 3,000,000 bees 
were roasted alive, and hundreds of other desert animals haven’t been able to escape 
the fires in time.

Israeli firefighters and the Israeli army have been able to extinguish 600 flaming kites 
in the air, but unfortunately, they are not always successful. Because of the ongoing 
drought and open spaces, the fires continue to spread.

Emergency appeal - will you help?
Christians for Israel has set up an emergency appeal to counteract this terrorism 
from Hamas. We received a distress call from Sha’ar HaNegev because of the 
unremitting fires, asking for help acquiring ten extra firefighting vehicles that are 
suited to difficult to access terrain, such as in the desert.

With these vehicles, they will be able to prevent new fires and extinguish existing 
fires quickly, saving many acres of nature reserves and agricultural land - and Ben-
Gurion’s dream.

    Will you help too? If you would like to donate, please complete the 
coupon on the back page. Any amount is welcome.

View of the burnt area near the 
border with the Gaza Strip. 

Photo by Hadas Parush/Flash90
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It’s Monday morning in Kiev (Ukraine), 
and due to the holiday, the streets are not 
as jammed as usual. This morning, the 
traffic jam is happening in the elevator we 
are taking to the fourth floor of a Kiev 
movie theatre to an ‘Aliyah Day’ – a large 
information fair run by the Jewish Agency 
on immigrating to Israel. ‘Repatriatsia’ is 
the word used in Russian. In 2,000 years of 
Diaspora, the Jewish people never forgot 
their historic homeland. Christians for 
Israel runs one of the many information 
booths designed to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. 

Tanya, chairwoman of the local Jewish 
Agency office in Bila Tserkva, has brought 
two buses and 100 visitors from the 
Jewish community in Bila Tserkva, an 
hour south of Kiev. The city became 
notorious for becoming the site of the 
first murder of children during the 
Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”

Aliyah - From Bila Tserkva to Acco
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

“...didn’t want to hear about her 
Jewish roots... now she is the first 
one in our family to make Aliyah”

It’s Monday morning in Kiev (Ukraine), 
and due to the holiday, the streets are not 
as jammed as usual. This morning, the 
traffic jam is happening in the elevator we 
are taking to the fourth floor of a Kiev 
movie theatre to an ‘Aliyah Day’ – a large 
information fair run by the Jewish Agency 
on immigrating to Israel. ‘Repatriatsia’ is 
the word used in Russian. In 2,000 years of 
Diaspora, the Jewish people never forgot 
their historic homeland. Christians for 
Israel runs one of the many information 
booths designed to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. 

Tanya, chairwoman of the local Jewish 
Agency office in Bila Tserkva, has brought 
two buses and 100 visitors from the 
Jewish community in Bila Tserkva, an 
hour south of Kiev. The city became 
notorious for becoming the site of the 
first murder of children during the 
Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”

Anemome (pictured 3rd from right) with Christians for Israel Ukraine at ‘Aliyah Day’
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It’s Monday morning in Kiev (Ukraine), 
and due to the holiday, the streets are not 
as jammed as usual. This morning, the 
traffic jam is happening in the elevator we 
are taking to the fourth floor of a Kiev 
movie theatre to an ‘Aliyah Day’ – a large 
information fair run by the Jewish Agency 
on immigrating to Israel. ‘Repatriatsia’ is 
the word used in Russian. In 2,000 years of 
Diaspora, the Jewish people never forgot 
their historic homeland. Christians for 
Israel runs one of the many information 
booths designed to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. 

Tanya, chairwoman of the local Jewish 
Agency office in Bila Tserkva, has brought 
two buses and 100 visitors from the 
Jewish community in Bila Tserkva, an 
hour south of Kiev. The city became 
notorious for becoming the site of the 
first murder of children during the 
Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”

Aliyah - From Bila Tserkva to Acco
By Anemone Rüger, Christians for Israel Project Coordinator - Holocaust Survivors in Israel and Ukraine

“...didn’t want to hear about her 
Jewish roots... now she is the first 
one in our family to make Aliyah”

It’s Monday morning in Kiev (Ukraine), 
and due to the holiday, the streets are not 
as jammed as usual. This morning, the 
traffic jam is happening in the elevator we 
are taking to the fourth floor of a Kiev 
movie theatre to an ‘Aliyah Day’ – a large 
information fair run by the Jewish Agency 
on immigrating to Israel. ‘Repatriatsia’ is 
the word used in Russian. In 2,000 years of 
Diaspora, the Jewish people never forgot 
their historic homeland. Christians for 
Israel runs one of the many information 
booths designed to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. 

Tanya, chairwoman of the local Jewish 
Agency office in Bila Tserkva, has brought 
two buses and 100 visitors from the 
Jewish community in Bila Tserkva, an 
hour south of Kiev. The city became 
notorious for becoming the site of the 
first murder of children during the 
Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”

Anemome (pictured 3rd from right) with Christians for Israel Ukraine at ‘Aliyah Day’
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It’s Monday morning in Kiev (Ukraine), 
and due to the holiday, the streets are not 
as jammed as usual. This morning, the 
traffic jam is happening in the elevator we 
are taking to the fourth floor of a Kiev 
movie theatre to an ‘Aliyah Day’ – a large 
information fair run by the Jewish Agency 
on immigrating to Israel. ‘Repatriatsia’ is 
the word used in Russian. In 2,000 years of 
Diaspora, the Jewish people never forgot 
their historic homeland. Christians for 
Israel runs one of the many information 
booths designed to make the transition as 
smooth as possible. 

Tanya, chairwoman of the local Jewish 
Agency office in Bila Tserkva, has brought 
two buses and 100 visitors from the 
Jewish community in Bila Tserkva, an 
hour south of Kiev. The city became 
notorious for becoming the site of the 
first murder of children during the 
Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”
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Holocaust. In the post-war years, an 
aerodrome provided many jobs but 
disappeared with the collapse of the 
communist system. None of the 18 pre-
war synagogues have been rebuilt. The 
minimum pension is only US $59 while 
living expenses continue to climb. Finding 
work and housing is hard. 

“Of the 50 people in the bus, statistically 30 
will go to Israel this year,” says Tanya. “The 
other 20 will go next year.”

Tanya is also our go-to person for finding 
needy Holocaust survivors and putting 
them on Christians for Israel’s 
sponsorship programme. As she checks 
her cell phone, Tanya has news for us. “My 
sister is texting me from Israel. She made 
Aliyah yesterday, on Aliyah Day!”

Tanya’s father was three, and his brother 
Yasha was five years old when World War 

II made its way to Ukraine in June of 1941. 
Their father was immediately drafted into 
the Red Army. He was killed in the first 
few months of the war. Tanya’s 
grandmother grabbed her two children 
and raced to the crowded train station, 
together with her sister and thousands of 
panicked refugees. 

“When they arrived, the station was 
bombarded,” said Tanya. “My father’s 
brother and his aunt were killed. My father’s 
arm was injured, and it never healed.”

Tanya’s grandmother boarded a freight 
wagon and fled to the East with her only 
remaining son, all the way to Uzbekistan. 

After the opening of the country and the 
restoration of Jewish institutions in the 
1990s, Tanya started working at the newly 
established Jewish School in Bila Tserkva. 
“Step by step I got drawn into this Jewish 
environment, and I felt very comfortable 
there,” Tanya says. She began asking her 

father about the family’s Jewish history. 

“I also told my sister Margarita about what I 
found out, but I always hit a wall with her. 
She didn’t want to hear about it; she didn’t 
care, she said. Something happened to her in 
school. People hid their origins at that time...”

That was eight years ago. Over the last 
two years, Tanya has started inviting her 
sister to Jewish holidays.

“One day she made an appointment at the 
consulate, just in case. And suddenly she 
says, ‘I want to make Aliyah!’” Tanya recalls. 

“She was so shy at the beginning. But then 
we attended the information seminars by the 
Jewish Agency. After she verified with the 
consulate that she was entitled to make 
Aliyah, she started asking questions – what 
is Hanukkah, and Rosh Hashanah, and 

what year it is in the Jewish calendar.” 

At the end of last year, Margarita and her 
husband decided to pack their suitcases 
and move their family to the ‘Land of their 
Forefathers’. “Something in her blood was 
calling her,” Tanya says. 

Margarita told Tanya on the phone: “When 
our feet touched the tarmac, I immediately 
felt home!” She has only been there for a 
few hours, and already she says she so 
loves it there as if she had always lived 
there. “This is my land,” Margarita said.

“My sister, out of all people!” Tanya 
exclaims. “The one who was always against 
and didn’t want to hear about her Jewish 
roots. Now she is the first one in our family 
to take that step, together with her entire 
family!” 

Tanya says she doesn’t try to convince 
people into making Aliyah. “I inform 
people about their options but ultimately, 
the decision is theirs. Yet, my sister said to 
me, ‘Tanya, I’m so thankful that you put 
that bug in my ear. With every piece of 
information, you melted the ice that was 
inside of me.’”

Anemome (pictured 3rd from right) with Christians for Israel Ukraine at ‘Aliyah Day’
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