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Christians for Israel have worked 
tirelessly to enable 7000 Olim to return 
home to Israel this year, the Anniversary 

of 70 years Israel. It is wonderful and 
heartwarming to see all of these happy 

faces waving their new passports!
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

ISRAEL
Ÿ Intercede for the inhabitants of the 
south of Israel because of the serious 
threat from Gaza: missiles, mortars, 
thousands of protestors who try to cross 
the border to kidnap or to kill Jews. 
Israeli villages are only a few kilometres 
from the border. Pray for the children, 
many of whom know no other reality 
and sometimes have to spend days on 
end in bomb shelters.�

Ÿ Pray for the cooperation between 
Israel and Islamic countries, particularly 
in the following areas: technological 
developments, inventions, and in the 
fight against terrorism. This increases 
the chance of diplomatic relationships. 

Ÿ There are dozens of promises about 
the restoration and salvation of Israel in 
Jeremiah 30 and 31. Give thanks for the 
promises of the return to the land, and a 
new covenant that the Lord will make 
with them. 

INTERCESSION
Ÿ Praying for Israel is not always easy 
because of the grave situation in the 
Middle East. We can be encouraged by 
Philippians 4:4a, 6a,7: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always... Do not be anxious about 
anything... and the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, will guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.”

Ÿ The number of Christians in the Gaza 
Strip has dropped from 4,500 to just 
under one thousand since 2012. Pray for 
our brothers and sisters, who, just like in 
other areas where Islam dominates, are 
treated as third-rate civilians. Pray that 
Christians from other countries can visit 
them to encourage them. 

Ÿ Pray for the Jewish people. A 
newspaper can publish a hateful article. 
An illustration can make fun of them. 
Their history can suddenly be rewritten. 
It goes on and on. 

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL
Ÿ Pray for the Christians for Israel 
teachers who will speak about Israel 
again this coming season at events and 
conferences, covering countless topics. 

Ÿ Please pray for the staff and the 
volunteers of Christians for Israel 
around the world. “Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as working 
for the Lord, not for human masters, since 
you know that you will receive an 
inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It 
is the Lord Christ you are serving.” 
(Colossians 3:23,24). 

Ÿ Pray that we as staff and volunteers do 
not grow weary of always going against 
the flow. Negative news about Israel and 
Judaism keeps on coming. It is a privilege 
to stand behind Israel; what is done to the 
Jews also affects us Christians. 

For daily Prayer Points, go to our 
website: www.c4israel.com.au

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

Is Israel an ‘Apartheid’ State?
The Bible states that the Lord 
will bring the Jewish people back 
to the land and re-establish them 
as a nation in the ‘last days’ 
(Micah 4:1-7). We are surely 
seeing the fulfilment of that 
promise over the last 150 years. 

The Jewish people are commanded to 
reclaim and resettle the wastelands, 
making them fruitful. But they no doubt 
also have a Biblical obligation to look after 
the other inhabitants of the land. The 
purpose of the return to the land is to give 
them a ‘new heart’ and put a ‘new Spirit’ in 
them – so that they will follow His decrees 
and keep His laws (Ezekiel 36). This surely 
includes compassion for the ‘strangers’ in 
the land (see, e.g. Deut. 14:28-29). 

Reconciling these demands – possession 
of the land, and compassion to others – 
puts the Jewish people in a difficult 
position. Especially when having to 
defend themselves against those who are 
trying to annihilate them. 

The controversial Nation-State Law 
recently passed by the Israeli Knesset has 
brought to the surface deep-lying 
differences of views within Israeli society 
itself about the spirit of Zionism and the 
nature of the Jewish State of Israel. At the 
same time, it has ignited hostile reactions 
from both Jews and non-Jews who object 
to the idea of an exclusively ‘Jewish’ State. 

The law – a ‘Basic Law’ which has semi-
constitutional status – goes a little beyond 
what is already contained in the Israeli 
Declaration of Independence and other 
Basic Laws. It lays down an exclusive 
relationship between the Jewish people, 
the State and the land of Israel: ‘The land 
of Israel is the historical homeland of the 
Jewish people, in which the State of Israel 
was established’; ‘the State of Israel is the 
national home of the Jewish people, in which 
it fulfils its natural, cultural, religious and 
historical right to self-determination’; and 
‘the right to exercise national self-
determination in the State of Israel is unique 
to the Jewish people’ 

In a similar vein, it declares that ‘the state 
views the development of Jewish settlement 
as a national value and will act to encourage 
and promote its establishment and 
consolidation.’ It also makes Hebrew the 
single official language, relegating Arabic 
to a ‘special status.’

The law has been attacked by many as (yet 
another) attempt by the Jews to assert 
their supremacy over non-Jews in the 
land. Some say the law is further evidence 
that Israel is an ‘apartheid’ state. The head 
of the Israeli Arab Joint List group of 
parties in the Knesset, Ayman Odeh, 
denounced the law as ‘the death of our 
democracy’. According to Time Magazine, 
‘be it making room for differences within 
Judaism or making room for minorities, 
Israel is looking a little less democratic by the 
day.’

Unfortunately, it seems the government 
under-estimated the backlash the law 
would create within Israel. Perhaps most 
painful was the complaint of 
discrimination by the 130,000-strong 

Druze community in Israel – who support 
the self-determination of the Jewish 
people, serve in the IDF and have 
contributed a lot to the establishment and 
growth of the State of Israel. 

The preparation of the law was chaotic 
and its enactment a public relations 
nightmare. It is a great pity the 
government did not get the support of the 
Druze and other minorities prior to the 
law’s enactment. And, from a diplomatic 
perspective, it may have been wise to have 
included– as many had suggested - at least 
a symbolic re-affirmation of Israel’s 
commitment to democratic principles and 
equal rights of all citizens. 

But while the law may have its 
shortcomings, Israel is definitely not an 
‘apartheid’ state. Israel ranks consistently 
as one of the most open and democratic 
countries in the world in Freedom House 
rankings. The law does nothing to limit 
the civil rights of non-Jews. For Arabs to 
accuse Israel of apartheid is the height of 
hypocrisy.

The nationalist language of the law and of 
some Israeli leaders may seem 
provocative. But we should appreciate the 
context. The PLO, Hamas and many Arab 
nations refuse to accept the right of the 
Jewish people to exist as a nation. Some 
intend to annihilate it. And a majority of 
nations in the world want to force Israel 
into borders that are arguably indefensible 
in such a hostile environment (the ‘1967 
lines’). It is hardly surprising that the Jews 
feel the need to assert themselves. 

The right of peoples (including the Jewish 
people) to self-determination in a specific 
geographical territory, is an accepted 
principle of international law and a core 
value of the United Nations Charter. 
Without that principle, most states would 
not exist. And, with the exception of 
Islamic/Arab countries, the international 
community has always accepted the right of 
Israel to be a Jewish state (for example, the 
UN Partition Plan of November 1947 proposed 
the creation of a ‘Jewish’ and an ‘Arab’ State). 

Every well-developed democracy struggles 
to manage the tension between 
promotion of the values that underlie the 
state, and the human rights of all 
individuals and minority groups to equal 
treatment. Israel is no exception. The 
truth is, most non-Jews in Israel – Arabs, 
Christians, Druze, Bedouins, and others – 
much prefer to live in a democratic Jewish 
State of Israel (with all its imperfections) 
than an Islamic state in which minorities 

are definitely treated as second- or even 
third-class citizens. 

Criticism of the Israeli government is fine, 
and the Nation-State Law is not immune 
from that. But we should also affirm the 
right of the Jewish people to exist as a 
nation in Israel, and appreciate the 
amazing contributions the Jewish people 
have made while fulfilling their difficult 
task of settling the land, and looking after 
the strangers in their midst. 

Let us pray the Jewi sh people will look only 
to the Lord for guidance and that He will 
give them a ‘new heart’ and a ‘new Spirit’ – 
as He has promised. Then His Name will 
be glorified in the midst of the nations.  
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Immigration to Israel (Aliyah) is 
a core value of the modern State 
of Israel. The state was founded 
partly as a result of several 
immigration waves and has by 
definition seen itself as a safe 
haven for every Jew in the world, 
welcoming new immigrants 
since its very beginnings. 

In 2016, the Israeli Parliament, the 
Knesset, adopted a law establishing the 
annual commemoration of Yom HaAliyah 
(Immigration Day) on the 7th of Cheshvan 
(this year falling on 16 October), ‘to recognise 
the importance of Aliyah to the land of Israel 
as basis for the existence of the State of 
Israel, for its development and reinforcement 
as a multicultural society’. As one of the 
lawmakers stated, this law also confirms 
who the real heirs are to the land of Israel. 
Immigration Day is especially marked in 
the school system, Government 
institutions, and the army. The idea was 
initiated by a group of young immigrants, 
who see it as a recognition of their 
contribution to the land. 

Initially, the 10th of Nisan was chosen as 
the date of Yom HaAliyah. This was the 
day of the first ‘mass immigration’, the day 

that the Jewish people entered the land of 
Israel after the exodus from Egypt and the 
forty years’ stay in the desert (Joshua 4:19). 
Interestingly, the verb used in this 
Scripture has the same root as the word 
Aliyah. Literally, Aliyah means ‘to go up’. In 
Biblical language, you go up to the land of 
Israel, and to leave the land is to go down. 
However, since 10 Nisan is in a school 
vacation, just four days before Passover, 
the commemoration of the 10 Nisan 
event, and every subsequent Aliyah, is 
held in the fall/autumn, on 7 Cheshvan. 
Nevertheless, Immigration Day is a 
national, rather than a religious feast day. 

Of course, this date is also not randomly 
chosen. First of all, it is in the week in 
which the Torah portion ‘Lech-Lecha’ 
(Genesis 12-17) is read in synagogue. The 
very name of this portion suggests the 
idea of ‘Aliyah’. The name is derived from 
the opening verse (Gen. 12:1), where God 
calls Abram, telling him: “Leave your 
country…”, literally: “Go forth (Hebrew: 
lech-lecha) … to the land I will show you”. 
Abram then is promised to become a great 
nation and receives God’s blessing. And 
Abram went, as we read in verse 4, and 
came in the land of Canaan, which he 
crossed through from Shechem to the 

Negev (the land of the south). He even 
went further to Egypt but returned to the 
promised land to stay there.

The 7th of Cheshvan is important also for 
another reason as the day on which the 
Jews in Israel begin to pray for rain. While 
Sukkot (the Feast of Tabernacles) is 
regarded as the beginning of the rain 

season in the land of Israel, it has been an 
ancient practice to insert the prayer for rain 
in the daily prayers only two weeks after 
Sukkot, in order to give those who came as 
pilgrims to Jerusalem from the far regions 
of the land the opportunity to return home 
safely and unhindered, as rain would make 
the roads impassable in the old days. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Yom HaAliyah - Immigration Day
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In several chapters, the prophet 

Isaiah speaks about the ‘Servant 

of the Lord’. Who is he? I already 

hear you saying the answer: this 

Servant is the coming Messiah, 

the Prince of Peace for Israel 

and the whole world. 

As Isaiah says: “Here is my servant, whom I 
uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I 
will put my Spirit in him, and he will bring 
justice to the nations. (…) I will keep you and 
will make you a covenant for the people and 
a light for the Gentiles, to open eyes that are 
blind” (Isaiah 42:1, 6). In chapter 49 Isaiah 
says: “It is too small a thing for you to be my 

servant to restore the tribes of Jacob and 
bring back those of Israel I have kept. I will 
also make you a light for the Gentiles, that 
my salvation may reach to the ends of the 
earth”. How impressive! We often do not 
read this text thoroughly, and we do not 
observe an important detail. Isaiah 
emphasises here that the coming servant 
is not only a light for the Gentiles, but He 
will also be instructed to bring back the 
people of Israel to their land. 

Look at the word ‘also’. We mostly apply 
the work of the Messiah solely to our 
salvation. But He has more to do. 
Specifically in relation to His own Jewish 
brothers and sisters. It is amazing to see 
that not only the coming Messiah is called 
the Servant of the Lord: “But you, Israel, 
my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, you 
descendants of Abraham, my friend, I took 
you from the ends of the earth, from its 
farthest corners I called you. I said, ‘You are 
my servant” (Isaiah 41:8). 

So also Israel, the Jewish people, is called 
by the Lord, His servant. There is a special 
connection between Israel and the 
Messiah. The Lord spoke about both of 

them: “Out of Egypt I called my son”. Isn’t 
that very special? 

When we look upon the suffering of the 
Messiah Jesus, and when we look upon 
the ages of suffering of the Jewish people, 
there is an inevitable similarity between 
both: Messiah Jesus as the first-born or 
first-fruit of His own people. I am even 
more amazed when I read Acts 13:47 where 
Paul and Barnabas support their 
commitment to bring the gospel to the 
Gentiles by quoting Isaiah 49: “For this is 
what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have 
made you a light for the Gentiles, that you 
may bring salvation to the ends of the earth”. 

When Isaiah spoke about the light for the 
nations, he referred to the coming 
Messiah. But Paul as a Jewish expert in the 
Scriptures also applies this light for the 
nations to the Jewish people. Both Paul 
and Barnabas were Jewish believers who 
went out from Israel into the world to 
spread the gospel. How deeply connected 
are the Jewish people and their Messiah, 
both being called the ‘Servant of the Lord’.

Who is the Servant of the Lord?
By Rev Cornelis Kant, Executive Director Christians for Israel International
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Magazine 112 pages, full colour

Order your copy today!
Order online www.c4israel.com.au or complete coupon on back page

2018 marks the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel. After ages of diaspora, 
the Jewish state was reborn in 1948. A true miracle. In the 70 years of its 

existence, Israel had to fight eight wars to defend itself. It not only survived 
but thrived. It's among the most educated and innovative countries in the 

world and has one of the highest life expectancies in the world. Jews from all 
over the world are returning home, a fulfilment of Biblical prophecies.

This limited commemorative edition magazine celebrates the 70th 
Anniversary of the State of Israel. It is beautifully illustrated, with in-depth 

articles, inspiring interviews, photos, facts, time-lines and much more. 
A 'must have' for everyone who loves to know more about Israel.
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The recent Aotearoa-Israel Powhiri (Māori 
welcome ceremony) held at the Hoani 
Waititi Marae (Māori meeting house) in 
Auckland, New Zealand, was a reminder 
of the historically warm relationship 
between Māori (indigenous people of 
New Zealand) and Jew.  

In the early 19th century, Jewish traders 
arrived and quickly developed friendships 
with the indigenous people. On an 
individual level this continued throughout 
the 20th century, resulting in shared 
initiatives such as language revitalisation 
and experiments in communal living. 
However the recent powhiri for the 
ambassador is one of few corporate events 
bringing together Māori and Israel.

Very early in New Zealand’s history, the 
similarities between Māori and Jewish 
customs and practices were noted. Well 
known missionary, Samuel Marsden, 
drew up a list of comparisons between the 
two peoples. While early theories that 
Māori were one of the ‘lost tribes of Israel’ 
were debunked, there is no doubting that 
many similarities exist between Māori and 
Jews as indigenous peoples.

Foremost amongst the characteristics of 
indigenous people (according to the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples) is the connection 
to ancestral land. Land and whakapapa 
(genealogy) are two key elements in the 
Māori worldview, as with Jewish thought. 

While the Jews are called the ‘people of the 
book’, Māori are known as the ‘tangata 
whenua’, the ‘people of the land’. This 
appellation manifests in the way Māori 

identify themselves in formal settings. The 
mountain, the river or sea, the tribe, are all 
cited as a means of identifying who one is 
and where one belongs. This is the 
turangawaewae, literally, the place for the 
feet to stand. This is where one has rights 
and place of residence through kinship and 
whakapapa. It conveys the idea of 
belonging.

When life’s journey is over, the Māori 
custom is to return to the place of their 
ancestors for burial. The integration of 
Māori thought is revealed in Te Reo Māori 
(Māori language). Iwi is the word for tribe 
as well as bones, just as whenua is the 
word both for land and placenta. (It is a 
custom to bury a baby’s placenta in a place 
of significance). 

In like manner, the Bible speaks of 
Abraham being gathered to his people and 
he was buried with his wife Sarah in 
Macpelah (Hebron). The Bible records 
Jacob also being buried in Macpelah with 
his ancestors, and when Joseph died in 
Egypt, he requested that his bones be 
returned to the land of his forefathers. This 
was accomplished in the time of Joshua.

It is not difficult to see the parallels in 
Māori and Jewish thinking. Jews hold a 
deep connection to the land promised to 
their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
When they were exiled to Babylon, the 
remembrance of Zion brought weeping. 
Jews have lived in the diaspora for much 
of their history, and yet, for millennia the 
longing for a return to Zion has been 
sustained and expressed in their daily 
prayers and yearly festivals.

In the Māori worldview, the continual 
presence, ca lled ahi kaa, or keeping the fires 
burning) on a piece of territory gives that 
tribe mana whenua, or authority over the 
land. In a similar fashion, Jews have always 
had a presence in the land of Israel, even 
though the majority were exiled. From a 
Māori indigenous perspective, this gives a 
right or ownership to the land. No matter 
where a Māori person lives, ‘going home’ 
means returning to their turangawaewae. 
The desire of the Jews to return to Zion, to 
their place of belonging and to be in the 
land of their ancestors is, likewise, the 
natural longing of indigenous peoples. 

While M āori practices have a long 
tradition, modern times have seen 
adaptation and change. Most marae are 
connected to a particular place and people, 
however Hoani Waititi Marae was the first 

intertribal urban marae designed to meet 
the needs of urban Māori living away from 
their tribal area. Every marae will host 
visitors from other areas, but it was fitting 
that the tangata whenua (Māori people 
from a particular location) of Hoani 
Waititi were joined by Māori from around 
Aotearoa, New Zealand (Nga hau e wha, 
the four winds), to welcome Israel’s 
ambassador and the Jewish community for 
the Aotearoa Israel Powhiri. It is hoped 
that this historic event will set a precedent 
of continued friendship between Māori 
and Israel, and will perhaps lead the way 
for New Zealand to restore its former 
friendly relationship with Israel. 

Sheree Trotter is an indigenous (Te 
Arawa) New Zealander. She and her 
husband Perry founded Shadows of 
Shoah, a unique Holocaust exhibition. 

People of the Book, People of the Land
By Sheree Trotter, co-founder of Shadows of Shoah, New Zealand
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On 5-6 September 2018, Christians for Israel 
Philippines hosted a Special Conference on 
‘Israel, End-times and the Second Coming’ at 
the Asia Pacific Theological Seminary, 
Baguio City, Philippines. Rev. Willem J.J. 
Glashouwer, president of Christians for 
Israel International,  and Rev. Conrado 
Lumahan, director, Christians for Israel 
Philippines were the speakers. 

There were 226 bishops, Bible College 
presidents and instructors, district 
superintendents and district presbytery 

members, pastors and church leaders who 
attended this conference from 15 provinces 
all over the Philippines.

Here is some of the God-glorifying and 
heart-warming feedback we received from 
participants: 

“The conference has enlightened us more on 
the dealings of God to the nation of Israel 
and has inspired us more to pray and stand 
in solidarity with the people of Israel.” 
Rev Dr Edilberto Cruz, president of Clark 
Bible College. 

“I’m amazed how God works in the thoughts 
of the speakers to delve the deepest insights 
about Israel. I really appreciate the learnings 
I got about Israel.” Rev Dr Eva Garcia, 
president, Luzon Bible College.

“The Israel Conference… opened my spiritual 
understanding of God's purpose and plan 
through Israel in these end times.  I was 
particularly impacted by how pivotal 
Jerusalem is to the history of Christianity… 
My faith and vision have been sharpened and 
focused by my attendance at this Conference.” 
Rev Rey Bernardes, pastor of a Philippine 
congregation in California.  

“The down-to-heart Spirit-filled revelation of 
Isaiah 43 of Rev Willem J.J. Glashouwer and 
the exegesis on Romans 9:4-5 of Rev. 
Lumahan have both pierced my heart that 
day. While still contemplating these truths 
on how God gave such unique place of Israel 
in His heart, Dr Lumahan came over and 
advised me to lead a prayer, a prayer of 
repentance-for our hardness of heart toward 
the Jewish People, and I repented! It was a 
life-changing truth and experience that gave 
me a new strength to face the challenges of 
the end times and becoming more committed 
to the greater harvest of souls as the Second 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ draws 
nearer and nearer. God bless Israel, God bless 

the Philippines!” Rev. Elmer Miguel, district 
superintendent of the Assemblies of God.

“Glory be to God for the opportunity to lead 
the prayer of repentance of the sin of 
replacement theology…. I thank God for the 
forgiveness and from now on I declare 
blessings for the Jews.” Rev Dionesio Patricio. 

“God’s presence was greatly manifested as we 
pray and declare the Prayer of Agreement for 
the peace of Jerusalem… with a repentant 
prayer for not realising the sin of anti-
Semitism. God’s presence was felt as we unite 
ourselves regardless of denominations. We 
look forward to partner with C4I for such as 
time as this.” Bishop Paul Baguitay.  

After presenting US$2000 to Rev Willem 
to bring Jews from Ukraine and India to 
Israel, Pastor Conrado then awarded 
Aliyah Certificates to four of the eight 
churches and individuals who had 
donated. After the interdenominational 
conference, some other ministers and 
churches pledged to start collecting funds 
for Aliyah. They want to be a part of the 
fulfilment of God’s word when the 
Sovereign Lord says: “See, I will beckon to 
the Gentiles, I will lift up my banner to the 
peoples; they will bring your sons in their 
arms and carry your daughters on their 
shoulders” (Isaiah 49:22 NIV).

C4I Philippines Hosts Special Conference
By Rev Conrado D. Lumahan, Director Christians for Israel Philippines

Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer teaching at the special conference in the Philippines
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The recent Aotearoa-Israel Powhiri (Māori 
welcome ceremony) held at the Hoani 
Waititi Marae (Māori meeting house) in 
Auckland, New Zealand, was a reminder 
of the historically warm relationship 
between Māori (indigenous people of 
New Zealand) and Jew.  

In the early 19th century, Jewish traders 
arrived and quickly developed friendships 
with the indigenous people. On an 
individual level this continued throughout 
the 20th century, resulting in shared 
initiatives such as language revitalisation 
and experiments in communal living. 
However the recent powhiri for the 
ambassador is one of few corporate events 
bringing together Māori and Israel.

Very early in New Zealand’s history, the 
similarities between Māori and Jewish 
customs and practices were noted. Well 
known missionary, Samuel Marsden, 
drew up a list of comparisons between the 
two peoples. While early theories that 
Māori were one of the ‘lost tribes of Israel’ 
were debunked, there is no doubting that 
many similarities exist between Māori and 
Jews as indigenous peoples.

Foremost amongst the characteristics of 
indigenous people (according to the 
United Nations Declaration on the Rights 
of Indigenous Peoples) is the connection 
to ancestral land. Land and whakapapa 
(genealogy) are two key elements in the 
Māori worldview, as with Jewish thought. 

While the Jews are called the ‘people of the 
book’, Māori are known as the ‘tangata 
whenua’, the ‘people of the land’. This 
appellation manifests in the way Māori 

identify themselves in formal settings. The 
mountain, the river or sea, the tribe, are all 
cited as a means of identifying who one is 
and where one belongs. This is the 
turangawaewae, literally, the place for the 
feet to stand. This is where one has rights 
and place of residence through kinship and 
whakapapa. It conveys the idea of 
belonging.

When life’s journey is over, the Māori 
custom is to return to the place of their 
ancestors for burial. The integration of 
Māori thought is revealed in Te Reo Māori 
(Māori language). Iwi is the word for tribe 
as well as bones, just as whenua is the 
word both for land and placenta. (It is a 
custom to bury a baby’s placenta in a place 
of significance). 

In like manner, the Bible speaks of 
Abraham being gathered to his people and 
he was buried with his wife Sarah in 
Macpelah (Hebron). The Bible records 
Jacob also being buried in Macpelah with 
his ancestors, and when Joseph died in 
Egypt, he requested that his bones be 
returned to the land of his forefathers. This 
was accomplished in the time of Joshua.

It is not difficult to see the parallels in 
Māori and Jewish thinking. Jews hold a 
deep connection to the land promised to 
their ancestors, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. 
When they were exiled to Babylon, the 
remembrance of Zion brought weeping. 
Jews have lived in the diaspora for much 
of their history, and yet, for millennia the 
longing for a return to Zion has been 
sustained and expressed in their daily 
prayers and yearly festivals.

In the Māori worldview, the continual 
presence, ca lled ahi kaa, or keeping the fires 
burning) on a piece of territory gives that 
tribe mana whenua, or authority over the 
land. In a similar fashion, Jews have always 
had a presence in the land of Israel, even 
though the majority were exiled. From a 
Māori indigenous perspective, this gives a 
right or ownership to the land. No matter 
where a Māori person lives, ‘going home’ 
means returning to their turangawaewae. 
The desire of the Jews to return to Zion, to 
their place of belonging and to be in the 
land of their ancestors is, likewise, the 
natural longing of indigenous peoples. 

While M āori practices have a long 
tradition, modern times have seen 
adaptation and change. Most marae are 
connected to a particular place and people, 
however Hoani Waititi Marae was the first 

intertribal urban marae designed to meet 
the needs of urban Māori living away from 
their tribal area. Every marae will host 
visitors from other areas, but it was fitting 
that the tangata whenua (Māori people 
from a particular location) of Hoani 
Waititi were joined by Māori from around 
Aotearoa, New Zealand (Nga hau e wha, 
the four winds), to welcome Israel’s 
ambassador and the Jewish community for 
the Aotearoa Israel Powhiri. It is hoped 
that this historic event will set a precedent 
of continued friendship between Māori 
and Israel, and will perhaps lead the way 
for New Zealand to restore its former 
friendly relationship with Israel. 

Sheree Trotter is an indigenous (Te 
Arawa) New Zealander. She and her 
husband Perry founded Shadows of 
Shoah, a unique Holocaust exhibition. 
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On 5-6 September 2018, Christians for Israel 
Philippines hosted a Special Conference on 
‘Israel, End-times and the Second Coming’ at 
the Asia Pacific Theological Seminary, 
Baguio City, Philippines. Rev. Willem J.J. 
Glashouwer, president of Christians for 
Israel International,  and Rev. Conrado 
Lumahan, director, Christians for Israel 
Philippines were the speakers. 

There were 226 bishops, Bible College 
presidents and instructors, district 
superintendents and district presbytery 

members, pastors and church leaders who 
attended this conference from 15 provinces 
all over the Philippines.

Here is some of the God-glorifying and 
heart-warming feedback we received from 
participants: 

“The conference has enlightened us more on 
the dealings of God to the nation of Israel 
and has inspired us more to pray and stand 
in solidarity with the people of Israel.” 
Rev Dr Edilberto Cruz, president of Clark 
Bible College. 

“I’m amazed how God works in the thoughts 
of the speakers to delve the deepest insights 
about Israel. I really appreciate the learnings 
I got about Israel.” Rev Dr Eva Garcia, 
president, Luzon Bible College.

“The Israel Conference… opened my spiritual 
understanding of God's purpose and plan 
through Israel in these end times.  I was 
particularly impacted by how pivotal 
Jerusalem is to the history of Christianity… 
My faith and vision have been sharpened and 
focused by my attendance at this Conference.” 
Rev Rey Bernardes, pastor of a Philippine 
congregation in California.  

“The down-to-heart Spirit-filled revelation of 
Isaiah 43 of Rev Willem J.J. Glashouwer and 
the exegesis on Romans 9:4-5 of Rev. 
Lumahan have both pierced my heart that 
day. While still contemplating these truths 
on how God gave such unique place of Israel 
in His heart, Dr Lumahan came over and 
advised me to lead a prayer, a prayer of 
repentance-for our hardness of heart toward 
the Jewish People, and I repented! It was a 
life-changing truth and experience that gave 
me a new strength to face the challenges of 
the end times and becoming more committed 
to the greater harvest of souls as the Second 
Coming of our Lord Jesus Christ draws 
nearer and nearer. God bless Israel, God bless 

the Philippines!” Rev. Elmer Miguel, district 
superintendent of the Assemblies of God.

“Glory be to God for the opportunity to lead 
the prayer of repentance of the sin of 
replacement theology…. I thank God for the 
forgiveness and from now on I declare 
blessings for the Jews.” Rev Dionesio Patricio. 

“God’s presence was greatly manifested as we 
pray and declare the Prayer of Agreement for 
the peace of Jerusalem… with a repentant 
prayer for not realising the sin of anti-
Semitism. God’s presence was felt as we unite 
ourselves regardless of denominations. We 
look forward to partner with C4I for such as 
time as this.” Bishop Paul Baguitay.  

After presenting US$2000 to Rev Willem 
to bring Jews from Ukraine and India to 
Israel, Pastor Conrado then awarded 
Aliyah Certificates to four of the eight 
churches and individuals who had 
donated. After the interdenominational 
conference, some other ministers and 
churches pledged to start collecting funds 
for Aliyah. They want to be a part of the 
fulfilment of God’s word when the 
Sovereign Lord says: “See, I will beckon to 
the Gentiles, I will lift up my banner to the 
peoples; they will bring your sons in their 
arms and carry your daughters on their 
shoulders” (Isaiah 49:22 NIV).

C4I Philippines Hosts Special Conference
By Rev Conrado D. Lumahan, Director Christians for Israel Philippines

Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer teaching at the special conference in the Philippines

Itamar - In this edition of Israel & 
Christians Today we start our 
journey through the heartland of 
Israel, namely Judea and Samaria. 

It is said that the promised land has circles 
of holiness. The first circle is formed by 
the borders: the coastal plain from Tel 
Aviv and Jaffa, to Netanya and Haifa. In 
the north the Golan and in the south the 
Negev. Looking at the Bible, not much 
happened in this first circle: In Jaffa the 
prophet Jonah once boarded the wrong 
ship, and Peter rented a room from a 
tanner. I believe that is all. But on the 
inside of this circle, we find the heart of 
Israel. All the familiar places from the 
Bible that tie the Jewish people to the land 
are in that area. The heart of the 
heartland is, of course, Zion, Jerusalem. 

When we speak about the heart of Israel, 
we speak about the so-called disputed 
territories. Some people refer to it as the 
West Bank or even the occupied 
territories. In 1948 the Jordanian army 
conquered the area and established a 
military administration. During the Six 
Day War Israel seized the area and offered 
it back to Jordan in return for peace. Peace 
was not achieved. After the war of 1973, 
which started on Yom Kippur (the Day of 
Atonement), Israelis started to inhabit the 
area, cultivate it and ‘deliver’ it – as 
religious Jews would say. 

>> Our Journey 
Begins
Starting in the north, in the mountains of 
Samaria, somewhere on the border of 
Ephraim and Manasseh we enter the town 
of Itamar. We drive through and take a 
path that winds its way up to a beautiful 

viewpoint. On a clear day, you can see the 
snowy peaks of the Hermon in the north, 
the Jordan Valley in the east, the 
Mediterranean Sea in the west and the 
Negev in the south. 

I think of the words of God to Abram: 
“Look around from where you are, to the 
north and south, the east and west. All the 
land that you see I will give to you and your 
offspring forever.  I will make your offspring 

like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone 
could count the dust, then your offspring 
could be counted. Go, walk through the 
length and breadth of the land, for I am 
giving it to you” (Genesis 13:14-17).
Abram was here too. In fact, it was here 
that he entered into the Promised Land 
for the first time in his life. And not only 
he, many centuries later the people of 
Israel entered here under the leadership 
of Joshua and the sons of Aaron. One of 
those sons was called Itamar. He must be 
buried around here. I heard that his grave 
is still visited. 
It is quiet. The only sound you hear is that 
of the wind. I look down and see the vast 
Tirzah Valley stretching wide and long 
from east to west, from the River Jordan 
to the foot of Mount Gerizim and Mount 
Ebal. Indeed, there is room enough here 
for an entire people. My eye falls on a 
hilltop in the distance, Elon Moreh. In the 
days of Abram, there was a terebinth tree 
which the people there had given the 
name ‘teacher.’ Perhaps some sort of 
Oracle. If the wind whispered through the 
trees, people could hear the voices of their 
gods over there. Abram erected his first 
altar to the Lord over there. In my mind I 
can see him searching for stones, lifting 
them and building, preparing a sacrifice 

with only one thought in mind: “The Lord 
is my God and no one else. He is my teacher. 
I wait for His voice. This is how I will enter 
this land.”

View the Bible through a Lens 
By Rev Henk Poot, Christians for Israel Netherlands
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View of the Tirzah Valley. The peaks of Ebal (right) and Gerizim (left) and in the 
middle place that the Bible calls Shechem, nowadays called Nablus. 
Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

View on Itamar. | Photo Credit: Flash90

View from Mt Gerizim over the Tirzah Valley. On the mountain on the right is Elon 
Moreh. This is where the Lord promised to Abram that his offspring would possess 
the land. | Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

A slope of Mount Ebal. | Photo Credit: Wikimedia Commons

In the days of Abram, there was a 
terebinth tree there that the people 
had given the name ‘teacher.’

Short News

Israel’s new railway between Tel Aviv 
and Jerusalem partially opened last 
month. Trains now operate between 
Jerusalem and Ben Gurion Airport but it 
will be a few more months before the 
track opens between the airport and 
Tel Aviv. The project initially started in 
2001 but has had many delays over the 
years. Once the project is finished, 
travellers will be able to travel from 
Jerusalem to Tel Aviv in half an hour.  

Eilat Coral Growing
Contrary to what you often read and 
hear, the coral in Eilat is growing. A 
report monitoring the coral in 2017 
said that the average coral cover in 
Eilat increased by an average of 0.5% 
per year. The report also showed that 
although the average cover of coral 
fluctuates, overall a significant rise is 
visible. The coral cover is now 
between 24.1 and 25.3 per cent, 
whereas, between 2004 and 2006, it 
was between 19 and 20 per cent. 

Jewish New Year 
Acknowledged in 
New York
The UN Secretary-General wished the 
Jewish world ‘Shanah Tovah’- ‘A Happy 
New Year’- at an official Tashlich 
Ceremony in September, just days 
before the Jewish New Year, Rosh 
Hashanah. He acknowledged that the 
event “provided an opportunity to reflect 
on the gains and setbacks of the past year 
and to consider how we can better serve 
the world’s people in the year ahead”. 

He then, along with other senior 
officials, took part in a Jewish Tashlich 
ceremony which included tossing 
bread into the East River, casting away 
sins of the past year in order to start 
the new year on a clean slate.

This was an initiative of the European 
Coalition for Israel, of which Christians 
for Israel is a founding partner.

Sweden Another 
Lost Cause for Jews
World Jewish Congress CEO has called 
the Swedish court of appeals’ decision 
not to deport a Palestinian migrant 
who was convicted of hurling 
firebombs at the synagogue in 
Gothenburg “an offensive moral 
outrage that sets a dangerous precedent 
for rewarding terrorist violence, anti-
Semitism, and criminal behaviour.”

Asylum had already been denied to 
this offender but the court of appeals 
is concerned that his human rights 
might be violated by retaliation from 
Israel, using this as justification for him 
to remain in Sweden, where he is a 
direct threat to the Swedish Jews.

New Railway Finally 
Partially Open

Photo Credit: Flash 90
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When you take a look at the history 
of Israel, you can’t escape the 
kibbutz and the role this type of 
community has played in the 
rebuilding of the modern State of 
Israel. Idealistic pioneers were 
willing to share everything with 
each other. But does the idealism of 
the kibbutz still have a future after 
seventy years?

A beautiful road, winding through green 
wooded hills, brings us to Kibbutz  Ein 
Hashofet. We are welcomed by Amarzia 
Dayan, who is excited to tell us about the 
kibbutz. A ‘child of the dream’ is what he 
calls himself, a child of the first generation 
of pioneers who built the kibbutz. With a 
little pride, he tells his story. ‘You must 
understand that everything in the kibbutz was 
born out of necessity’, he says.  

>> Necessity 

This necessity was of course already part 
of the conditions in which the Jewish 
people felt the need to build a safe 
homeland away from the threats of anti-
Semitism. Driven by this idealism, young 
Jews often travelled in groups to Eretz 
Israel where they wanted to establish  the 
land. In the archive of the kibbutz, 
Amarzia shows us pictures of a procession 
of cars in a desolate landscape. ‘That’s how 
they arrived here. Full of dreams, but 
hopelessly naive. So  what’s their  first 
necessity? Safety. That’s why the kibbutz 
didn’t start on a barren hilltop, but in a 
nearby abandoned fort from which the first 
activities were carried out.’

>> Water and Bread
‘The first building in the kibbutz was a water 
tower. But there was no water here. That’s 
why the pioneers had a geologist come to 
examine the surroundings and point out 
where they could dig a well. With this well, a 
maximum of 33 people could live on the 
kibbutz permanently in the early days. For 
bread, the pioneers had a mother from a 

nearby village come out. She would get  the 
men to collect dry bush branches, where they 
built an oven out of clay, burnt the branches 
for heat, and baked the most delicious bread. 
But after a few days, she had to go back. One 
of the men returned with her and learned 
how to bake the bread. He did this at the 
kibbutz till the day he died.’

>> Trees
Gradually, the kibbutz  expanded.  The  
pioneers planted numerous trees in and 
around the kibbutz. The wooded area that 
led us to the kibbutz is a miraculous 
testimony to  the change that the land 
underwent  since the first pioneers 
arrived here.  But farming in this kibbutz 
wasn’t successful  ‘The soil here is not good 
for anything’, says Amarzia, ‘our income 
came mainly from industry’. 

>> Change
The kibbutz movement seems to have lost 
its fire. Most kibbutzim are privatized, 
and only a few still practice the socialist 
ideal of sharing everything. Ein Hashofet 
is one of those kibbutzim, and it is 
secular. In the north of the Jordan Valley 
is the religious kibbutz Sde Eliyahu, which 
also operates traditionally as a collective. 
This is where the successful company 
BioBee is located, where bees  are kept 
among other things. Sara Goldsmith is a 
tourist guide and started living on this 
kibbutz 29 years ago motivated by 
idealism. ‘The privatization of kibbutzim 
was in a sense also due to necessity’, she 
says. ‘It wasn’t like the residents were 
thinking: we don’t want to be socialist 
anymore. The ideal was still there, but due to 
financial need the kibbutzim had to be 
privatized.’

>> Trust
‘My husband and I intentionally 
chose  a collective kibbutz’, says 
Sara. ‘But I often say: to be a 
good socialist these days; you 

have to be a good capitalist. 

On the kibbutz, you have to contribute 
according to your means, and you receive 
according to your needs. But not everyone 
has the same means. So some people receive 
in proportion to their contribution more 
than others. You must be able to live with 
that. Kibbutz life, therefore, requires a 
certain degree of mutual trust. If you have a 
steady source of income with which you can 
meet everyone’s needs, it is easier to 
maintain that trust. That’s why a company 
like BioBee is vital  to  our kibbutz.’

>> Socialism and 
Judaism
The kibbutz movement was founded by 
secular Jews. But Sde Eliyahu is a religious 
kibbutz. Sara shares: ‘When religious Jews 
wanted to start a kibbutz, there was a lot of 
criticism. ‘How can you start a kibbutz as a 
religious Jew? Do you want to be a farmer? 
What will happen on the Shabbat and 
during the feasts? Will you just leave your 
work?’ But that’s exactly what we have done. 
When you read the Bible, it talks a lot about 
agriculture! And you know what, it works! 
When the pioneers came to Israel, they 
wanted to shape the ‘new Jew’. But with that, 
they removed a lot of beauty from the ‘old 
Judaism’. But Judaism is actually very 
socialistic. The Bible teaches us to take care 
of each other, and the poor, as a community. 
You will not find that anywhere else in early 
history. In my opinion, religious Judaism and 
the kibbutz go 
together very well.’

>> Idealism and the 
Future
Whether the idealism of the kibbutz can 
stand the test of time, we’ll have to see. 
Amarzia Dayan from Ein Hashofet has a 
hard time believing it will. ‘The world has 
changed, Israel has changed, and our 
government has changed. People no longer 
ask: what does my country need, but what 
do I need. I doubt whether this country needs 
new kibbutzim. Does it need the values of the 
kibbutz? No doubt about it. Kibbutzim are 
now being established in the city; 
communities who want to contribute to 
what is needed in Israeli society. If they keep 
their ideals, they can be of great significance 
to our country.’

When I ask Sara Goldsmith whether 
believing the Bible is the foundation for 
carrying on the ideals of the kibbutz, she 
laughs: ‘Not necessarily, because many 
religious kibbutzim have also been 
privatized.’ She then adds:  ‘But thanks to 
Judaism, the feeling of community has 
remained. I don’t think that the necessity to 
build up Israel is gone. Israel is only seventy 
years old! That’s very young! During that 
time we have fought many wars. There is 
still the necessity to build up our country, to 
restore, to heal from traumas. And I think 
that the ideals of the kibbutz are very 
important for this.’

Excerpt from Israel 70 Years Anniversary 
Magazine. See coupon on back page to 
purchase a copy.

By Ruben Ridderhof, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Beyond the Ideal of the Kibbutz

Israel 70 Years



Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavorim),

Shalom and welcome to our October 
edition of Israel and Christians Today.

Lest We Forget
Just a couple of weeks ago, about 
100 Australians attended the 100th 
commemorative anniversary of the 
Australian Lighthorse attack on Semakh 
railway station on the Galilee in Israel. This 
was part of a wilder military campaign 
known as The Great Ride, where over 
10,000 horsemen across a front of 
several hundred kilometres, swept the 
remaining Ottoman Turkish and German 
occupiers out of the land of Palestine, as 
it was called then, pushing them out of 
the country and back to Damascus.

The Haaj Railway that ran from Istanbul all 
the way down to Mecca was considered 
a strategic target that needed to be 
captured, and a last minute decision by 
the British command, saw the Australian 
Lighthorse conduct a pre-dawn attack at 
Tzemakh. The Queensland contingent 
of Indigenous soldiers, known as The 
Black Watch also featured prominently 
in this now historic military victory.

I was pleased to be among a small 
handful of dignitaries that attended 
the small ceremony, with our Australian 
Ambassador to Israel, Mr Chris Cannan, 
the Mayor of the Galilee and Jordan Valley, 
Mr Idan Greenbaum, the representative 
of the Zionist Federation of Australia, Mr 
Yigal Selah, Professor Shimon Gepstein, 
the president from the Kinneret College, 

Peter Kentley, Jill Curry and Kerry 
Johnson, representing her Indigenous 
people who served in the campaign, as 
well as well known tour guide, journalist 
and itinerant speaker, Stan Goodenough.

Wreaths of commemoration and 
remembrance were laid to honour the 
nineteen brave soldiers and seventy 
horses who fell during the campaign. 
Kerry Johnson also performed a 
traditional Wiradjuri Indigence dance to 
honour the Indigenous contribution.

It is hoped that next year a new statue 
will be commissioned of an Australian 
Lighthorse, with an Indigenous visage 
will be unveiled at the site which is now 
a museum. (You can watch some of 
this commemorative service online at 
facebook.com/visionchristiantours)

Moving Our Australian Embassy
I’m very pleased to report that Christians 
for Israel Australia is proactively 
involved together with other Christian 
pro-Zionist groups as well as pro-Zionist 
Jewish organisation, such as ZFA, in 
our push to lobby our government to 
move the Australian embassy in Israel 
to Jerusalem as the eternal, undivided 
capital. A delegation met in Sydney to 

strategise and plan future initiatives to 
see this vision become a reality.

Thank you for your continued 
and generous support!
Christians for Israel Australia successfully 
completed our incorporation as a not 
for profit charity last year, and due 
to the continued growth we are now 
required to undergo an annual audit  
which I’m pleased to say, we have 
successfully completed as we have 
exceeded annual turnover of more than 
$100,000—the majority of which is sent 
to the Dutch office for distribution to the 
many humanitarian projects, including 
Aliyah, which our generous readers and 
supporters contribute.

Next Year in Jerusalem!
I’m writing this report on the tail end of 
another very successful tour to Israel, 
Jordan, and for the first time, Greece. 
We do this in partnership with UCB’s 
Vision Christian Tours, which allows us to 
operate these important Biblically based 
study tours without expense or financial 
burden for the C4I Australian office.

We are already taking expressions 
of interest for next year’s September 
tour to Israel, Jordan and the Seven 

Churches of Revelation extension in 
Turkey. The most exciting consequence 
of these tours, is the heart and passion 
that develops in our groups toward the 
Jewish people and the importance of 
the State of Israel.

For more information about our tours 
please contact Olive Tree Travel on  
1300 550 830 or go to our website 
at vision.org.au/tours to get your 
brochure and itinerary.

Next March we’ll see our next bi-annual 
Christians for Israel International forum 
in Jerusalem with optional study tour. 
If you are interested in attending, 
please see our international website  
www.c4israel.org and follow the links. 

Finally, I wish to thank everyone for your 
continued prayers and generosity in 
supporting the ministry which enables 
us to fulfil our key ministry objectives 
of informing, inspiring and comforting 
the land of Israel and her people, with 
the love of it’s coming Messiah, the Lord 
Jesus Christ. (Yeshua ha’Mashiach)

Yours in Him,

Ian Worby  
National Leader & Regional Director for 
Christians for Israel Australia & Oceania.

Remembering Our Fallen Hero’s...

Ian and Mandy Worby in front of the Ephesus Library

October 2018Report From Our National Leader

Comforts

Informs

Inspires

by Ian Worby – National Leader and Regional Director for Oceania 

*For details + to express your interest 
call our expert travel agents today:  

1300 550 830
vision.org.au/tours

14 days in the  
Holy Land you will 
NEVER FORGET!

SEP 2019
Optional 7 DAY 

EXTENSION IN 

TURKEY to visit 

the ‘7 Churches of 

Revelation!’

See the pages of your Bible 
come alive as you praise  
Jesus in the places He... 

• calmed the storm
• walked on water
• fed 5000
• healed, preached, prayed, 

died and rose again.

from $8690*

Stan Goodenough giving special address at the 100th 
commemorative service of the battle of Semakh in Israel.
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by Stan Goodenough

Australia At A Crossroads:
The pulse of the land at the uttermost parts of the earth

I have felt 
[Australia’s] 

strong, 
steady beat 
for Israel...

In the early hours of September 25, 
1918, on the moonlit southern shore of 
the Sea of Galilee, white and aboriginal 
Australians executed the last horseback 
charge in military history to capture a 
small but fiercely-defended train station 
- Tzemach.

Weeks later, World War 1 was over, 
and for the first time in nearly seven 
centuries, the Jews’ ancient homeland 
was free from Muslim control.

As this article goes to press, the 
centennial of this little-known but critical 
Battle of Tzemach is being marked at the 
restored site, 11 months after the 100th 
anniversary of the famous victorious 
charge at Beersheba of the Australian 
800 Light Horsemen.

Beersheba began the liberation of the 
Land of Israel; Tzemach secured that 
liberty.

*****

Last year—in the run up to Beersheba 
—I came to Australia to motivate for 
the recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital. Multitudes of Aussies longed to 
see their country “lead the charge” as 
the first to move its embassy to this city.

My 2017 journey took me to every 
major center around Australia, and from 
Elcho Island in the north, through Alice 
Springs, to Tasmania way down south.

Aboriginal elders and their communities 
received me, as did numerous Christian 
leaders and—despite me not being 
Australian—a number of senators and 
MPs. An Australian-
drafted petition 
calling on the Federal 
Parliament to move the 
embassy to Jerusalem 
was circulated at 
the meetings. Last 
December 5, Liberal 
Party Senator James 
Paterson tabled the 
petition, signed by 
thousands of citizens.

The following day, 
President Donald 
Trump recognised Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital and declared his intent to move 
the US Embassy there. On May 14 
this year—Israel’s 70th Anniversary of 
Independence—the American made 
good on his pledge.

It was after Trump’s Jerusalem 
announcement that I decided to travel 
Down Under once more—concerned 
that impetus toward moving the 
Australian embassy would wane now 
that that nation could no longer lead 
the way.

Under international law, every country 
has the right to designate its capital. 
All Australia’s embassies and high 
commissions are located in the chosen 
capitals of the world’s nations. The only 
exception is Israel.

I stress: Israel alone is 
discriminated against. This 
is, unequivocally, wrong.

In August and September I again 
circumnavigated that large and 
dramatically beautiful country, visiting 

places I have called at in the past, and 
getting to know some new ones.

Highlights included opportunities 
to address Jewish Australians in 
synagogues in Sydney, Canberra and 
Melbourne. 

While welcomed at all three, my 
reception at the Central Shule Habad in 
Caulfield on August 24 was exceptional 
as I became the first Christian to address 
the congregation from the pulpit during 

a Shabbat evening 
service.

That moving meeting 
followed a dramatic 
previous day in Canberra’s 
Parliament House—when 
what imminently-to-be-
ousted Prime Minister 
Malcolm Turnbull called 
“the madness” took 
hold of the governing 
Liberal Party. By Friday 
lunchtime Turnbull, and 
his foreign minister, Julie 

Bishop, had been “spilled” from power.

Both had rejected the embassy move: 
Turnbull emphatically declaring— 
following Trump’s announcement—that 
“Australia’s embassy will remain in Tel 
Aviv” and Bishop, this past June, defying 
a call by the Liberal Party Council in 
Sydney and insisting, “the Australian 
government will not be moving our 
embassy to Jerusalem.”

These roadblocks have now been 
removed.

Somewhat surprisingly, amidst the 
drama roiling Parliament on August 23, 
two senators nonetheless honoured 
appointments I had to meet with them: 
The Liberal Party’s Amanda Stoker 
assured me she would support the 
embassy move. One Nation Party leader 
Pauline Hanson agreed to consider it.

The following weekend I was graciously 
invited to meet Tasmania’s Liberal Party 
Senators Eric Abetz and Jonathon 
Duniam, who very much back relocating 
the embassy. I went on to speak with 
MPs and Federal Senate hopefuls in 

Western Australia and Darwin, and was 
further encouraged by their response.

Conversely to my concerns, then, 
momentum towards Australia’s 
recognition of Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital is continuing to build. The 
matter will feature in the country’s 
already-underway federal election 
campaign, which by law must be held 
by May 18, 2019.

Worth noting is that, for the first time 
in its history, Australia has in new 
Prime Minister Scott Morrison an 
openly professing Christian; the duly-
elected deputy of the Liberal Party and 
treasurer in the Morrison government 
is Josh Frydenburg, son of a Hungarian 
Holocaust survivor.

A troubling truth I learned on this 
most recent visit Down Under was 
from leaders of nation-wide Jewish 
organizations; they told me that Jews— 
in what was once considered one of the 
most philo-Semitic countries on earth 
—are increasingly anxious about their 
future in that land.

Intensifying anti-Semitism has led to, 
among other things, the new reality 
of armed guards stationed outside 
synagogues and Jewish schools. 
Some people are apprehensive about 
appearing in public in ways that can 
identify them as Jews.

Fueling these fears is the possible 
makeup of Australia’s next government. 
Members of the Labor Party—which 
current polls show leading the race— 
have openly stated that their ascension 
to power will immediately be followed 
by a call to recognise a State of Palestine 
in the Land of Israel. This state is aiming 
to have half of Jerusalem as its capital. 
Some of these politicians are openly 
hostile towards Israel, siding obsessively 
with those who call for the destruction 
of the Jewish state.

No one I spoke to believes that a 
Labor-led government will place its 
embassy in Jerusalem. A number are 
even holding open the possibility that 
they might have to leave Australia and 

move to Israel if the political landscape 
shifts that way.

In summary, this tour around the country 
has, I sense, given me an opportunity to 
take Australia’s pulse. And I have felt 
its strong, steady beat for Israel across 
sectors despite the forces working 
against it. 

In Australia’s Jewish, Christian Zionist, 
indigenous and political streams I 
detected a momentum that has the 
very real potential of forging something 
united and powerful against the 
influences that seek to set Australia at 
odds with God’s End-Times purpose for 
Israel and the nations.

Like a multi-strand but single electrical 
cord this pulse can, I believe, plug 
Australia into the Light that is rising 
over Israel, bringing Australia in under 
God’s blessing in a way that could 
lead to the outbreak of national revival 
so many Christians have prayed and 
longed to see—believing their nation 
destined for this.

God-fearing Australian Christians and 
Jews will be praying, separately and, 
sometimes, together, as their nation 
heads towards the critical 2019 elections.

May the God of Israel—Who sees from 
heaven, and Who has not overlooked 
the sacrifices made by Aussies that have 
blessed the Jewish people in recent 
times—hear their prayers.
___________________________________

Stan Goodenough is an Evangelical 
Christian (Gentile), a journalist and an 
Israeli-accredited tour guide. During the   
30 years that Jerusalem has been his 
home, he has witnessed the unparalleled 
wonder of Israel’s ongoing restoration, 
and the growing global hostility and 
threat against her.

The conviction that Australia can yet 
play a major role in securing the Jewish 
people in their land has brought Stan here 
five times since 2014. Anyone interested 
in inviting him to speak on a future visit 
please email joyhey50@gmail.com

www.jerusalemwatchman.org

The New Prime Minister of Australia, Hon. Scott Morrison MP
Photo: Wikipedia
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by Debra Harding-Morris

A Bike Ride from Darwin to 
Alice Springs
A coo-ee call to come into the heart 
of Australia to meet with the heart 
of God, the God of Israel.

Four years ago my husband David and 
I were out in Yurrwi (Milingimbi) Island 
when David started to get a vision for 
doing a bike ride with the young people 
to Alice Springs.

Over 4 years the vision grew with 
understanding: 
• a message to be carried, God is the 

God of Israel; 
• a coo-ee call in the spirit of the 

ANZACS particularly to young 
people, to come into the heart of 
Australia to meet with God’s heart; 

• a gathering at ANZAC Hill to honour 
Aboriginal soldiers and stand with 
the honoring ceremony that would 
be happening at Semakh in Israel on 
25th September this year; 

• an opportunity of hope for young 
people in Yurrwi where for many 
hope has been lost and lastly we 
were to carry a scroll to be presented 
to Israel. 

It all came together this year. We laid 
it down to the Lord as it seemed all 

too hard for us BUT He took it up and 
it became a pilgrimage into His heart, 
physical and spiritual, to meet with 
Him. A pilgrimage of faith confirmed by 
dreams, prophetic words and supported 
by intercessors from other nations and 
Australia. We have been amazed by 
what our Father has unfolded. 

Yah led us with His word and we were to 
be obedient. Isaiah 45 and Psalm 84:5-7. 
It would be His anointing to do His work 
and it would be a pilgrimage to meet 
with Him. The ride commenced with a 
‘Yolngu ceremony’ on August 12th on 
Rosh Chodesh (first fruits/new moon 
celebration Isaiah 66:23) at Coomallie 
Creek and we arrived in Alice Springs 
on Sept 9th (Yom Teruach Lev 23:24). 
He was aligning us to His festival times.

After 2 months of training in Yurrwi 
riding back and forth from 2 entry 
points on the Island—barge landing 
to airport—we had 7 young men and 
David committed to do the ride. Some 
of these young men under 16 years old 
had already been in rehab for petrol 
sniffing. There were 3 elders to facilitate 
the ride and 8 support people from 
families to help with practical needs. 
As a mob of 21 people we became the 
Aussie ‘Israelites’ with Yah leading us 
through His Spirit and His word. We had 
communion with Him and with the land 
at every place we stopped proclaiming 
Yeshua King of this land.

At the beginning we stayed at 
Coomallie Creek for one week to train 
on riding hills and get the resources 
we needed. At the end of this week we 
knew we had to keep going although 
we didn’t have what was needed to do 
the ride. He had shown us through a 
prophetic picture we would find what 
we needed in unexpected places. A 
huge challenge to move 21 people and 
luggage to Katherine; we arrived at the 

place we were staying and there was a 
14 seater bus sitting in their shed. When 
we asked to borrow the bus for the ride 
the wife turned to her husband and said 
‘these are the ones’. We had only just 
met these people but Yah had already 
prepared the way for us! 

On the journey we had challenges in 
relationships, communication and with 
personal wants verses group needs. 
Just as the Israelites had to trust for 
water we too experienced that situation. 
Grumbling and complaining came 
because Yah was showing us a new way. 
For the whole journey as conflict arose 
Holy Spirit was very present and things 
sorted out even when we couldn’t sort 
it. This was so amazing. Scriptures from 
intercessors told us of His love for us 
and that He had gone before us in the 
wilderness. One time we received a 
message after a near accident for the 
riders. While praying for the ‘bikers’ the 
intercessor had seen there may have 
been an accident and all she could 
do was pray and trust the Spirit. That 
accident came close but didn’t happen. 
Praise Yah for her prayers!

All through the ride caravans and road 
trains appeared orchestrated for the 
best possible scenario for the riders 
every time. Numerous times the riders 
experienced Him as a supernatural 
power in their peddling as they rode 
the hills. Even at the end of the month 
when we arrived in Alice Springs our 
experience seemed supernatural as 
1200kms was a long way—yet there was 
no sense of time or effort to get there.

At our last Shabbat before entering Alice 
as we sang the Shabbat song together 
the presence of Yah took us into a 
different realm of joy and unity. We felt 
the joy and experienced true Kingdom 
community that whole Shabbat day.

As a prophetic journey there was 
meaning in almost everything we did. 
A few days into the ride we understood 
we were not to leave any gaps in the 
ride and we were not to go backwards 
at any time. In Elliot we had to stay for 
3 days with the understanding we were 
in a time of training. Although we did 
nothing other than have Shabbat and 
wait on Him as we left Elliot we raised 
our ANZAC banner for the first time and 
blew the Shofar. 

We were leaving as His spiritual ANZAC 
army. Along the journey one of the 

elders shared how she carries a seed of 
hope within and the importance of this 
being passed onto the next generation. 
When we arrived in Alice there was a 
prophetic door of hope set up that we 
all walked through at the Northern Gap. 
The next day we had teaching on hope 
and we then did a prophetic act at the 
Southern Gap where we welcomed 
and prayed for our 2 sisters from Israel 
as they walked through the prophetic 
door of hope. It was hope that Yah had 
waiting for us in the heart of this nation. 

On this pilgrimage we carried a message 
for both Australia and Israel. Through 
prayer we were shown the bike ride was 
to carry a scroll with a statement that 
Aboriginal and Torres Straight Island 
people stand with the people and God 
of Israel. We collected signatures along 
the way and this scroll will be presented 
to the President of Israel in the Israel 
Knesset in October by a group of 
Aboriginal business men who will be on 
tour in Israel.

The Lord is establishing His Kingdom 
relationship here. We understand this 
ride is only the first ‘spoke’ in the Aussie 
bike wheel and we are now seeking Yah 
for the other ‘spokes’ to come into the 
heart. Maybe it will be a yearly thing with 
other communities coming from other 
states. It is His ‘Bike Ride’ and so we seek 
Him on how He wants it to continue to 
unfold. We are all very grateful to have 
been part of a prophetic journey that 
has never been done before and is part 
of His bigger plans and purposes for His 
coming Kingdom.

The Jewish people say at Passover 
‘Next year in Jerusalem’ so maybe of 
this pilgrimage we will say ‘next year in 
Alice Springs’. Only He knows.

The prophetic door of hope waiting for us  
at Alice Springs…

Joshua blew the shofar each time we had communion  
with the land…

Elders Burpur and Ganygulpa about to pray for Sylvio and Joshua

Standing with hope at the Southern gateway into Alice Springs



4 October 2018Biblical and Historical Perspectives

by Enoch Lavender

The Prophetic Yom Kippur War

This year marks the 45th anniversary 
of the dramatic Yom Kippur. The Yom 
Kippur war is not only a powerful story 
from the pages of history, but I believe 
it also prophetically foreshadows an 
even greater war to come—while also 
pointing to the means of deliverance 
and victory.

Caught Napping
On October 5th, 1973 the Egyptian army 
on the West bank of the Suez Canal were 
drawn up in full battle array with bridging 
equipment and rubber boats for crossing 
the Canal. The Egyptian side of the Suez 
was bristling with 100,000 troops, 1350 
tanks and 2000 artillery pieces and heavy 
mortars. Meanwhile the Israeli side of 
the border barely numbered 450 aging 
reserve troops, 44 artillery pieces and 
only 3 tanks! 

The border with Syria was in an even 
worse situation with the Israeli troops 
and tanks outnumbered in even greater 
numbers. The thin line of Israeli tanks 
and troops on the Golan was all that 
separated the civilians of the Galilee 
region from the incoming armada of 
Syrian troops and tanks. 

The surprise attack caught Israel 
napping. The seemingly all-knowing 
Israeli intelligence community had 
been completely blindsided by the 
attack. Israel’s frontline soldiers were 
therefore unprepared for the conflict at 
hand. As the war broke out, the hitherto 
mighty Israeli tanks were also caught 
by surprise. As they confidently rushed 
to aid the frontline troops they found 
themselves easy targets for new and 
powerful anti-tank weapons carried by 
Egyptian infantry. The seemingly all-
powerful Israeli Air Force was also in a 
lot of trouble. State-of-the-art Soviet air 
defence systems were proving deadly 
against the Israeli Jets—causing the 
loss of roughly one-third of the Israeli 
Air Force in the fighting. 

Within 24 hours, 100,000 Egyptian 
troops had crossed into the Sinai 
overwhelming the Israeli fortifications 
and dismembering the Israeli tank 

brigades. The Syrians meanwhile 
launched what was to become the 
largest tank battle in history since World 
War 2, pitching their 1300 tanks against 
Israel’s 177 inferior tanks. 

The two-fold threat was so great that 
Israeli Prime Minister Golda Meir 
prepared to commit suicide. Israel’s 
notorious ‘Samson plan’ was also tabled 
– picturing Israel in her dying hours 
launching nuclear weapons on her 
neighbours – like Samson who with his 
final act killed his bitter enemies. 

Heroes on the Battle Front
Fortunately for Israel, her brave soldiers 
were able to hold the razor thin lines 
with Syria at a super-human effort. One 
example of such heroism is 21 year old 
lieutenant Zvika Goldberg. Replacing 
a wounded tank commander, he went 
straight into action taking out six tanks in 
quick succession. As darkness fell, Zvika 
lost radio contact with 
the only other Israeli 
tank in the area and was 
alone when he faced 
the approaching 452nd 
Syrian tank battalion. 
Zvika kept dodging the 
enemy while shooting 
and moving, causing 
the Syrian tanks to turn 
on their search lights in 
frustration—making it 
a lot easier for him to 
hit his targets! During 
that battle Zvika took 
out 10 Syrian tanks 
before forcing a Syrian 
withdrawal—as the 
Syrian tank commanders 
were convinced they had 
met a large Israeli force! During the night 
Zvika kept on fighting, switching tanks 6 
times throughout the night as each of his 
tanks got damaged. His uniform caught 
on fire, but the injured hero kept fighting 
for 20 hours straight before heading back 
to base—where he literally collapsed, 
unable to fight any longer. 

A similar fighting spirit was seen in 
Shmuel Ashkarov who destroyed 30 

Syrian tanks with his own tank, until 
he was hit directly and hospitalised. 
Shmuel however refused to give up, and 
made an escape from the hospital—still 
in bandages and with damaged vocal 
chords. He reassembled a tank battalion 
and kept on fighting in the critical hours 
and days ahead. 

After a desperate plea to US President 
Richard Nixon, the US finally agreed 
to a massive re-supply of Israeli arms. 
In the weeks ahead, the re-supplied 
Israelis finally gained the upper hand 
and ended up routing their enemies. Yet 
the Yom Kippur War remains one of the 
costliest battles in Israel’s history, with 
Israel suffering 2,300 deaths. 

A Future Yom Kippur War? 
Today, Israel’s army is ranked as one of 
the best in the world. Yet the message 
of the Yom Kippur War is that the IDF 
is not undefeatable, and that Israel 

must remain on guard. 
Peering into the End 
times, Ezekiel the 
prophet foresees the 
future Gog and Magog 
war as again catching 
Israel off guard. Ezekiel 
describes the Jews 
of that day as living 
unprotected and being 
overwhelmed by a 
massive incoming army 
flooding the mountains 
of Israel (Ezek 38:8-11). 

Not only does the Yom 
Kippur war provide a 
prophetic glimpse of a 
future surprise invasion 
of Israel—I believe 
it also points to the 

remedy. Yom Kippur is after all the Day of 
Atonement—a solemn day of prayer and 
fasting for the entire nation of Israel. This 
will truly be the key to Israel’s survival 
in that very dark hour which is to come. 
Israel’s salvation in that day will not come 
from the might of the IDF. It will not come 
from her tanks, her air force or even her 
heroic soldiers. The answer will neither 
come via a re-supply of arms from the US 

or any other friendly power. It will come 
directly from the God of Israel Himself. 

The day will come when all of Israel 
will cry out to God in repentance and 
desperation—after the pattern of Yom 
Kippur. And on that day, the Messiah 
Himself will come and will fight for His 
people (Zech 14:3) – delivering them 
from dire danger before taking His 
place on the throne of His father David 
in Jerusalem. That future war will not 
only end in victory for Israel, but will also 
restore the people of Israel fully to her 
God. What a day it will be!
___________________________________

Sources:

Blum, Howard: The Eve of Destruction: 
The Untold Story of the Yom Kippur 
War, 2004

Zionism and Israel - Encyclopedic 
Dictionary: Yom Kippur War - www.
zionism-israel.com/dic/YomKippurWar.
htm, Accessed 25th of Sep 2018

Rabinovich, Abraham: The Yom Kippur 
War, 2004

Enoch Lavender is a co-leader of Shalom 
Israel, organising regular teaching seminars on 
Israel and Bible Prophecy in Melbourne and 
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Israeli tank on the Golan Heights during the Arab-Israeli War - © Henri Bureau.Sygma/CORBIS.

Golda Meir, 4th Prime Minister of Israel.  
Photo: Marion S. Trikosko / Wikipedia.
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in that day 
will come 
directly 
from the 

God of Israel 
Himself.
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by Dr Kameel Majdali

JERUSALEM: A Magnet for  
Christian Visits (Part Four)

Pilgrim or Tourist? Helping 
Define the Modern Christian 
Visitor to Jerusalem?
In Part 01 of our series, we learned that 
there has been a continuous flow of 
Christian pilgrims from the very early 
days of the Church. Today, Christians visit 
the Jewish state more than any other 
group, usually above the 50% mark. 

In Part 02, we learned about the ‘tourist 
factor’ that has helped to stimulate 
Christian visits. Promotion of Christian 
Biblical Tourism has been a constant 
since the Six Day 1967 War.

In Part 03, we have seen that this 
‘continuous flow’ and ‘tourist promotion’ 
has resulted in increased visits by 
Christians to Jerusalem and Israel. They 
come from all over the world, including 
countries that do not have diplomatic 
ties to Israel (including Indonesia 
and Malaysia and parts of the Arab 
world). Concurrently, visits to Jordan 
dropped dramatically after the Six Day 
War. Jordan once controlled eastern 
Jerusalem but once that ended, tourist 
numbers dropped, too.

In Part 04, we will examine the important 
question: are modern Christian visitors 
‘pilgrims’ or ‘tourists’ or both? We 
need to construct a contemporary 
definition, though this will not be 
easy since modern Christian visits are 
truly fluid and versatile grass roots 
movement of highly motivated and 
passionate people. It is not ordered by 
ecclesiastical or political command.

With modern Christian visitors, there 
can be a mixture of motives, including 
spiritual, emotional, human interest, 
and leisure, the proportions of which 
are hard to measure and vary from 
group to group. Modern tourism often 
blurs the distinction between ‘pilgrim’ 
and ‘holiday-maker.’ Whenever there is 
a recreational component to the tour, it 
is easy, perhaps lazy, to simply call such 
visits ‘tourism.’ After all, a faith-filled 
believer, boarding a plane and travelling 
to the Middle East, is a complex, fluid, 
and semi-unstructured or ‘avant-garde 

experience’ with an undeniable spiritual 
motivation.

Traditionally, Israel’s Ministry of Tourism 
classified many holy land groups as 
‘tourists’ than than ‘pilgrims,’ even when 
it is a church group led by a clergyman. 
Why? The reasons vary. Some groups do 
to perform proscribed rituals at the holy 
places while others seems to be having 
too much fun: shopping, swimming 
in the Sea of Galilee, floating in the 
Dead Sea, visiting non-Biblical sites like 
Masada. Francis Peters, 
a prolific scholar on the 
subject of Jerusalem 
and comparative 
monotheism, concurs 
with this view:

...in Jerusalem 
the pilgrim has been 
palpably replaced 
by the visitor, and, in 
fact, by the tourist; 
holy places have 
declined--the word is 
chosen advisedly in 
the present context--
into the secular status 
of historical sites....
Contemporary visitors 
to Jerusalem do not lack for piety 
on occasion. But very few of them 
are there...in fulfilment of a religious 
obligation. – PETERS Francis. (1986) 
Jerusalem and Mecca, NY: NY University 
Press, 74. 

Just as in Israel, there has been 
controversy of ‘Who is a Jew?,’ the 
same applies to the Christian visitor: 
are they ‘pilgrims’ or ‘tourists?’ There 
are some practical implications to 
this question. For example, there has 
been conflict between the Ministry of 
Tourism and the Catholic-dominated 
Pilgrimage Commission regarding the 
former’s requirement that all groups 
must employ an Israeli-licensed guide. 
The Commission rejects this and says 
that qualified priests and pastors can 
do the guiding themselves. After all, 
most Israeli-licensed guides do not 
share the faith of the groups they are 

leading and treat it like a job, with a 
strong incentive to push for commercial 
activity (e.g. encouraging visits to 
gleaming souvenir shops and diamond 
showrooms). Such guides, while 
capable of communicating facts and 
fulfilling practical responsibilities like 
helping the visitors check-in to their 
local hotel, are not able to identify or 
support the spiritual emphasis. The 
Ministry of Tourism argues that the 
guide and spiritual leader of the tour 
‘complement’ each other and can work 

well together; after all, 
the guide is strong in 
local knowledge that 
can be helpful on tour 
(e.g. where is safe to 
go and where is not). 

After much discussion, 
the Ministry of 
Tourism then said 
that authorised clergy 
could guide only 
at Christian sites, 
while the Pilgrimage 
Commission replied 
that all of Jerusalem 
and all of Israel 
are ‘holy’ and thus 
legitimate places 

to lead spiritual visitors. Then an 
arrangement was made that a limited 
amount of clergy who held ‘green 
cards’ from the Pilgrimage Commission 
could be guided by the pastor. Israel 
has several thousand licensed guides, 
including ethnic Arabs, and their 
gainful employment has been of a high 
concern to the ministry of Tourism. The 
Pilgrimage Commission claimed they 
were never against Israeli guides, but 
simply wanted to maintain the tradition 
of clergy-lead tours that have ensued 
for centuries.

Seeking to define a Christian visitor to 
Jerusalem as a ‘pilgrim’ is not as easy 
as it is for other holy cities. We learned 
earlier that there is no Biblical or apostle 
command that Christian believers must 
visit the holy city. Christendom does not 
have a single spokesperson who can 
speak clearly and indisputably on behalf 

of all Christians about what constitutes 
a ‘pilgrim.’ The various streams of 
Christendom have vastly different attitudes 
towards a Jerualem visit. Catholics and 
Orthodox highly venerate holy sites and 
are oriented towards ‘place and space.’ 
Protestants, particularly evangelicals and 
Pentecostals, are not at all enamoured 
by holy places and are more interested 
in natural things like the Sea of Galilee 
and Mount Carmel, or educational sites 
like archaeological ruins and places like 
Nazareth Village, a reconstruction of the 
Nazareth of Jesus’ day. 

Barber comments:
‘The physical act of pilgrimage is 

almost universal: the only major culture 
from which it is largely absent is Protestant 
Christianity.’ – BARBER Richard. (1991) 
Pilgrimages, Woodbridge UK: The 
Boydel Press, 2.

The question is, does this perceived lack 
of a ‘physical act of pilgrimage’ (of which 
there are as many variations as there 
are pilgrims), or Peters non-‘fulfilment 
of a religious obligation’ mean that 
Protestant visitors to Jerusalem, who 
constitute a large percentage of the total 
Christian number, and other Christian 
visitors, are not pilgrims? 

Does it even matter what a Christian 
visitor thinks of himself or herself— 
pilgrim or tours—when they come to 
Jerusalem? Short answer: Yes.

 TO BE CONTINUED
___________________________________

Rev. Kameel Majdali, PhD (Melb) is Director 
of Teach All Nations (TAN), a Bible ministry in 
Melbourne, Australia (tan.org.au). He is an 
international Bible teacher, preacher, radio 
broadcaster, and published author.Kameel has led 
37 Bible land tours thus far. His PhD thesis was on 
this very topic.

Kameel has 2 programs on Vision Christian Radio 
called ‘Faith and the Future’ and ‘on the Rock’ 
(vision.org.au).

From October to October 2018, he will be on tour in 
the 4th annual, Australia-Wide ‘Understanding the 
Times Tour,’ in partnership with Vision. This year’s 
title is The Trump Declaration: Jerusalem, Jihad 
and the Coming of Jesus. Details are available at 
vision.org.au/kameel-tour

Christians visiting the Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Jerusalem. Photo: Wikipedia Christians on Mount Abel overlooking the Sea of Galilee. Photo: Vision Christian Tours
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6 October 2018Magen David Adom...

by Thomas Bakker 

Christian Volunteer for Magen David Adom 
Tells His Story

Having had the opportunity to 
participate in the May ‘Basic 
First-Aid Course’ of Magen 
David Adom this year, I could 
not recommend this experience 
more highly to anyone willing 
to put themselves out of their 
comfort zone.
I went to Israel not knowing anyone, 
the language or the culture. Not being 
Jewish, I could not have stood out 
more to the other young people also 
participating on the course. However, 
all these factors meant nothing during 
my six weeks abroad.

Due to the nature of the intensive first-
aid training, that being living in with all 
the other course members for ten days, 
and learning from 8:30am until 8:30pm, 
with inclusive meal breaks, we really 
had the opportunity to get to know one 
another. Being a Pro-Israel Christian I 
found it fascinating learning about the 
Jewish faith and the many traditions 
practicing Jews observe. Shabbat 
quickly became my favorite day of the 
week, where the everyday worries of life 
could be put aside and substituted for 
time with friends without the distractions 
of the outside world, including those 
from modern technology.

Apart from allowing this relaxing 
day off, the course was extremely 
informative, teaching us a variety of 
first-aid techniques from basic life-
support through to preparing us to treat 
patients in mass casualty situations, 
should they occur. So after the intensive 
ten-day training, I qualified as a first-aid 
responder with loads of new friends.

An ideal way for heading into the five-
week volunteering period!

On shift, as volunteers, we became 
the third-responder on the ambulance 
attending all calls no matter what ethnic 
background or religion. There was 
always the possibility of life-threatening 
situations but we were thankful that was 
not often the case. We routinely checked 
the vital signs of our patients no matter 
what the injury or incident. This was the 
bare minimum that I performed every 
shift. In more serious cases cleaning and 
bandaging wounds was also done.

I will never forget having the 
opportunity of performing CPR on two 
elderly patients, resuscitating one, but 
unfortunately later passed away. It was 
encouraging to know; that after such 
an incident, there was always someone 
who I could talk to if I was troubled. 
Such help was not only available from 
the crew members, but also from the 
strong Magen David Adom support 
network from the programme.

Now, not speaking much Hebrew (apart 
from my Hebrew medical vocabulary 
of course), I experienced very few 
issues that could not be solved quickly. 
Thankfully, being based in Jerusalem 
meant there were often other English-
speaking volunteers who were able to 
translate if necessary. No doubt, though, 
an understanding of Hebrew was always 
an advantage. Another positive for my 
stationing in Jerusalem and having 

my housing organised through the 
programme, meant living with four other 
roommates who were also participating 
in the Magen David Adom programme. 
This was not always the case for some 
who volunteered in other regions.

Having an opportunity to reflect 
on the training course, it certainly 
does prepare you for the majority of 
experiences you will encounter. It not 
only provided the required medical 
knowledge but the teachers also shared 
their experiences, which fostered a 
thorough understanding of what we 
were to expect. On completion of the 
entire programme, a great medical 
understanding is backed-up with our 
personal experiences. Add to that the 
opportunity of living in Israel, learning 
to shop, cook and clean has been 
invaluable, teaching us all to become 
far more independent!

How motivated you are willing to be and 
what you gain from the volunteering 

experience is ultimately up to you. 
You are given total independence in 
organizing your shifts and travelling 
from your accommodation to the Magen 
David Adom station. No matter what 
the situation, there is always something 
you can do if you are proactive and take 
the initiative!

Once again, I highly commend this 
volunteer experience to any young 
people whether they are Jewish or 
not! Everyone is always made to feel 
welcome.

For more information:  
www.magendavidadom.org.au or 
phone 02 9358 2521

I will never 
forget 

having the 
opportunity 

of performing 
CPR on two 

elderly 
patients, 

resuscitating 
one...



WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST WHERE CHRISTIANS, 

MUSLIMS AND JEWS ARE FREE TO BE?
Stand up for Israel.

The only true democracy in the Middle East.

Join Friends of Israel WA and help us defend  
Israel’s right to live in peace and security,  
free from terror and non-stop media bias.

To join Friends of Israel WA or to just learn the truth, 
visit www.foiwa.org.au or write to PO Box 333, Dianella WA 6059.

B a s ic  Ve s io n  C T Z  L o g o

M in im u m  Ve s io n  C T Z  L o g o

Mens Watch
SKU: 2092GFT

Ladies Watch
SKU: 173GFT

A GIFT YOUR LOVED ONES WILL 
TREASURE FOR A LIFETIME!

RRP $125ea

$100*our gift to you 
for your gift of:

“...for such a time as this.”

Order Online: www.c4israel.com.au/store

*Not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer or general donation.
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7October 2018 Commentary Analysis

by Matthew Thorn

Noteworthy: Victorian Liberal 
Friends of Israel

In early July I was invited to join the 
Victorian chapter of the Liberal Friends 
of Israel. I learnt about this initiative over 
a morning coffee with Noa Bloch and 
Lexi Kowal, the Political Affairs Director 
and former board member of the 
Australasian Union of Jewish Students 
(AUJS) respectively. 

Founded by Senator James Paterson, 
David Southwick MP and Tim Wilson 
MP, the network is already working 
with its NSW counterpart to build 
greater appreciation of the Australia-
Israel friendship within the Liberal Party, 
attracting a large membership base in 
Victoria. Spokesperson David Van told 
I&CT, “we’ve been thrilled by the launch: 
the response has been extraordinary.”

The launch on 26 August drew more 
than 300 local supporters including 
16 state Liberal MPs. The current 
Federal Treasurer Josh Frydenberg 
demonstrated his solid understanding 
of Israel’s history and spoke with great 
conviction in support of the bilateral 

friendship. Stalwart ambassador for the 
Christian Zionist community Jill Curry 
was well received. Curry gave a lucid 
summary of Christians’ rationale for 
supporting Israel before introducing 
Dave Sharma, former Australian 

Ambassador to Israel. On September 
13, Sharma was preselected as the 
Liberal candidate for Turnbull’s former 
seat of Wentworth in the upcoming by-
election. The speeches from the evening 
can be viewed on 
Senator James 
Paterson’s YouTube 
channel. They 
included leader of the 
Opposition Matthew 
Guy, declaring “The 
Liberal Party will 
always be a Zionist 
Party” and Senator 
Paterson referencing 
the 8,000 signature-
strong petition to 
move Australia’s 
embassy to Jerusalem, which he 
presented to the Senate late last year. 
While some speeches showed greater 
awareness of Israel’s unique significance 
than others, the support for fostering 
pro-Israel sentiment was overwhelming.  

Despite a planned pre-Rosh Hashanah 
breakfast with Julie Bishop being 

cancelled due to the unrelated 
leadership upheaval in Canberra, 
steady commitment from the Party base 
ensures that this is an initiative to keep 
an eye on. James Paterson deserves 

respect for carrying 
momentum to move 
the Embassy. Dave 
Sharma’s election is 
not a safe bet, but he 
would provide a steady 
voice in Canberra. 
The Victorian chapter 
is launched explicitly 
for members from 
all backgrounds and 
Christian involvement is 
welcomed. I encourage 
readers to continue 

working with allied groups such as 
this, as our Christian support is greatly 
appreciated by the Jewish community. 
___________________________________

Matthew Thorn is the coordinator of 
Isreality. He is an undergraduate Arts/Law 
student at Monash University and works 
as a Paralegal with Prolegis Lawyers.

The Liberal 
Party will 
always be 
a Zionist 

Party

Senator James Paterson giving a speech for the first Liberal Friends of Israel gathering at the official Launch.

The founding Patrons were joined at the official launch by the (now) Treasurer Josh Frydenberg, Opposition Leader 
Matthew Guy and over a dozen Victorian Liberal MPs at the Central Shule Chabad in Caulfield.



2019 ALMOND BLOSSOM TOUR TO ISRAEL  

The Hebrew word for "almond" comes from a biblical root meaning to watch or awaken. The almond tree is usually the first to 
awaken from its winter slumber each year. However, it is also among the last trees to bear fruit. For that reason, the almond tree 
also symbolises perseverance. God uses a word play on "almond" and "watchfulness" in Jeremiah 1:11-12: "'Jeremiah, what do 
you see?' And I said, 'I see an almond branch.' Then the Lord said to me, 'You have seen well, for I am watching over my word to 
perform it.'" (with thanks to Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion). 
Tour Focus:  To witness and to rejoice in the Lord's watchfulness over His word as He brings Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 
43:5-8), the majority still blind and deaf to who Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).  To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits of Zechariah 12:10.  
In Poland we will grieve that which occurred there during WWII and to witness God's miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via His ongoing restoration and plans for His beloved chosen people "For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own possession" (Psalm 135:4). Join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to take part a second 
time in Christians for Israel's loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian holocaust survivors, reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make Aliyah to Israel possible.  Visit some of the Christians for Israel support projects in Israel 
including ongoing assistance to Jewish families following their arrival to Israel from Ukraine and other nations.  

with Judy Russell

POLAND & UKRAINE OPTION 
Friday 8 February to Monday 18 February

DAY 1: Friday 8 February
Early morning departure from Sydney via Dubai to Krakow. Late evening 
arrival to Krakow, Poland.  Transfer to your hotel for Overnight.
Polish Program from 8-12 February - Separate itinerary available from Trish 
Cortizo, Olive Tree Travel.
Ukraine Program from 12-18 February. Contact Judy Russell for full details.
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

ISRAEL ONLY OPTION – 17 February to 5 March
 
DAY 10: Sunday 17 February
Depart Sydney to Tel Aviv, Israel.

DAY 11: Monday 18 February
Early morning arrival to Tel Aviv, Israel. Heading north we take the coastal 
'Via Maris' from Tel Aviv stopping at ancient Mediterranean port of 
Caesarea, site of Herod’s Palace, home of Cornelius and where Paul was 
brought to trial. Brunch at the Port Café. Evening arrival to Galilee where we 
spend the next five nights. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY 12: Tuesday 19 February
Morning visit to Nazareth Village recreating village lifestyle during the time 
of Jesus. Experience the Nazareth Jesus knew!  After a traditional Biblical 
lunch, we will visit Pastor Nizar Touma at the Church of the Nazarene for a 
time of prayer. Enjoy breathtaking views from the Mount of the Precipice 
over Mt Tabor.  Back to our hotel to enjoy free time to reflect by the shores 
of the Sea of Galilee. (BLD)   

DAY 13: Wednesday 20 February
Today we explore the historical area of Galilee. On a traditional sailing 
vessel, we will cross the Sea of Galilee, stopping in the middle for a time of 
reflection and worship.  We disembark at Nof Ginnosar, a kibbutz located 
on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, housing the remains of a boat from the 
time of Jesus. Great opportunity for gift shopping.  In Capernaum, the city 
of Jesus, we visit the ruins of the synagogue where He performed many 
miracles.  You will see the new excavations of St Peter’s house and visit 
Tabgha, where Jesus multiplied five loaves and two fishes to feed the 
multitudes. On the Mount of Beatitudes, we will remember the teaching of 
Jesus as we read the Sermon on the Mount.  Enjoy a St Peter's Fish lunch. 
Overnight Galilee. (BLD)  

DAY  14: Thursday 21 February
Today we travel to the Golan Heights, with its panoramic views of Syria and 
Lebanon.  We shall proclaim Scripture over these areas, claiming the Lord 
God's promises to protect and prosper Israel.  Afternoon visit to Golan 
Heights Winery where we have the opportunity to take a wine-tasting tour 
and visit the oak barrel cellar or else hop into a jeep for a tour of the 
vineyards themselves to learn about the different grape varieties  "Also I will 
restore the captivity of My people Israel, And they will rebuild the ruined 
cities and live in them; They will also plant vineyards and drink their wine, 
And make gardens and eat their fruit" (Amos 9:14). Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  15: Friday 22 February 
Visit to historic Semakh Railway Station which has been restored from a 
rubbish dump 10 years ago to the fitting memorial to our ANZAC soldiers 
that it is today.  Tonight, we join Jewish Believers Richard and Carolyn Hyde 
for a Shabbat dinner. Overnight Galilee. (BD)

DAY  16: Saturday 23rd February 
We travel to Haifa to fellowship at Kehilat Carmel, a vibrant Messianic 
congregation. After lunch we visit Mt. Carmel or Muhraqa, where Elijah 
called down fire from Heaven to defeat the prophets of Baal. Passing 
through the Megiddo Valley, the large plain where the final battle of 
Armageddon is prophesied to take place, we travel to Ariel in Samaria.  
Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD)

DAY  17: Sunday 24 February 
Morning visit to the Jaffa Institute, a Christians for Israel project, that 
encourages Biblical teaching to Jewish children.  Children and young 
people are shown that God is in an eternal covenant relationship with the 
Jewish people, that He loves them and will be faithful to His promises 
toward them. Jonah’s journey, Tabitha’s restoration to life, and Peter’s 
conversion of the gentiles all began in ancient Joppa. Walk through the 
quaint port side streets where Simon the Tanner is said to have lived. 
Included is a visit to the Jewish Yemenite Culture & Art Museum. Next stop is 
close by in modern Tel Aviv, the 'Independence Hall', historically significant 
to Israel's re-birth.  Overnight Eshel Ha Shomron. (BD) 

DAY  18: Monday 25 February
Meet Sondra Oster Baras (Christian Friends of Israeli Communities, a 
project supported by Christians for Israel).  Travelling in Samaria to Shiloh, 
where Joshua’s tabernacle stood for 369 years, we will view Samaria’s 
Biblical mountains - Elon Moreh (Oak of Moreh), where God first promised 
Abraham the Land of Israel, Mt Gerizim, the mountain of blessing and Mt 
Ebal the mountain of curses and the location of Joshua’s altar.  Ascending 
through the Judean Hills 'up to Jerusalem' we arrive at the city that God 
loves more than any other (Psalm 87:2).  Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

Visiting some of 
Christians for Israel's (C4I) projects
with Optional Pre-Israel Visits to Ukraine & Poland and 
post tour C4I Forum in Jerusalem
8 February to 5 March 2019

The Hebrew word for 
“almond” comes from a 
Biblical root meaning to 
watch or awaken.
The almond tree is usually the first to awaken 
from its winter slumber each year. However, it 
is also among the last trees to bear fruit.

For that reason, the almond tree also 
symbolises perseverance. God uses a word 
play on “almond” and “watchfulness” in 
Jeremiah 1:11-12: 

“’Jeremiah, what do you see?’ And I said, 
‘I see an almond branch.’ Then the Lord said 
to me, ‘You have seen well, for I am watching 

over my word to perform it.’” (with thanks to 
Kerry and Sandra Teplinsky Light of Zion).

Tour Focus:
To witness and to rejoice in the Lord’s 
watchfulness over His word as He brings 
Israel home from the nations (Isaiah 43:5-
8), the majority still blind and deaf to who 
Yeshua is (Isaiah 43:8, Romans 11:25-29).

To worship with Christian Arabs and 
Messianic Jews, rejoicing with the first fruits 
of Zechariah 12:10.

In Poland we will grieve that which occurred 
there during WWII and to witness God’s 
miracles as He brings beauty from ugliness, 
life from death, breath to dry bones via 

His ongoing restoration and plans for His 
beloved chosen people “For the LORD has 
chosen Jacob for Himself, Israel for His own 
possession” (Psalm 135:4).

Also, join Judy as she travels to Ukraine to 
take part a second time in Christians for 
Israel’s loving aid to impoverished Ukrainian 
holocaust survivors.

Reaching out to support them with food 
parcels and passport assistance to make 
Aliyah to Israel possible.

Visit some of the Christians for Israel support 
projects in Israel including ongoing assistance 
to Jewish families following their arrival to 
Israel from Ukraine and other nations.

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE:
POLAND UKRAINE & ISRAEL
AUD $7977 Per Person Twin Share 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1725

TOUR PACKAGE PRICE ISRAEL ONLY
AUD $6770 Per Person Twin Share. 
Single Room Supplement Additional AUD $1525

Proud Member of the International Institute for Peace through Tourism

WHO TO CONTACT:

 
Trish Cortizo
Olive Tree Travel
0421 638 453  Ph: 1300 55 08 30
trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
www.olivetreetravel.com.au

 

PRICE INCLUDES:
•   Israel, Poland & the Ukraine - Return economy airfares Australia/Krakow 
   & Tel Aviv/Amman/Australia.  Flights Krakow/Kiev & Vinnitsa/Tel Aviv 
   must be booked and paid for separately based on available fare at time  
   of booking
•   Accommodation 3-4 star hotels with meals 
   (Breakfast, Lunch & Dinner as indicated BLD)
•   Tipping & Gratuities for arrangements included in the tour itinerary
•   Transportation -  bus and driver for touring and group transfers to and   
   from airport
•   Entrances fees - Historical sites, Museums, Parks etc
•   Guide - English speaking licensed, Christian/Messianic where available
 
PRICE EXCLUDES:
•   Travel Insurance - Mandatory, if you are not choosing the option offered   
   by Olive Tree Travel a copy of your policy is required
•   Drinks with meals

•   Individual activities on free days
•   Individual Airport Transfers apart from the group
•   Single room supplement additional to tour cost
•   Wheelchairs
•   Visas (for Poland & Israel, obtained free of charge on arrival for 
   Australian and New Zealand passport holders)
•   Visa for the Ukraine must be obtained on the website
 
A Ukrainian Visa must be obtained prior to departure from Australia from 
the Ukrainian Embassy directly.  Details on the website. 
http://australia.mfa.gov.ua/en

WHAT TO DO NEXT:
1. Obtain a booking form from Trish Cortizo 0421638453/1300 550 830   
 or trish@olivetreetravel.com.au
2. To secure your place a deposit of $400 is required.
3.  Final balance will be due by 15 December, 2018

Note  * required if travelling as a single and there is no available same gender roommate.* Price is subject to a minimum of 20 full paying adults, currency fluctuation, or increase - conditions apply
 

DAY  22: Friday 1st March 
Today we bid farewell to Jerusalem, heading South and descend to the 
lowest point on earth. Transported by cable car, we ascend to the mighty 
fortress of Masada, Herod's winter palace and the site of the last heroic 
resistance of a small band of Jews against the Roman occupation. Enjoy the 
far-reaching views to Jordan, the Rift Valley and the Dead Sea.  Lunch at a 
Dead Sea resort hotel where you can enjoy time 'floating' in the medicinal 
waters of the Salt Sea.  Overnight in Beersheba. (BD)

DAY  23: Saturday 2 March 
Explore Tel Sheva, an archaeological site in southern Israel believed to be 
the remains of the biblical town of Beersheba. Near the outer gate of the city 
is a well and a tamarisk tree.  Both are later than the time of the patriarchs, 
but they remind one of the well Abraham dug and the tree he planted (Gen 
21).  This afternoon we visit the ANZAC memorial commemorating the 
soldiers who fell in battle in the land of Israel. Overnight Beersheba (BD).  

DAY  24: Sunday 3 March  
Morning visit to First Home in the Homeland (a C4I project) which provides 
young families with a warm home on a kibbutz for their first six to twelve 
months in Israel.  Moving to Israel is often the fulfillment of a dream but 
many new immigrants experience many difficulties when arriving in Israel. 
This afternoon we visit Zahal Disabled Veterans' Organisation, one of the 
Beit Halochem (House of Warriors) state-of-the-art centres in Israel.  We will 
learn of the amazing rehabilitative services, serving 50,000 wounded IDF 
soldiers from 1948 to the present day.   Overnight Beersheba for our 
Farewell Dinner. (BD)

DAY 25: Monday 4 March  
Today we travel to Tel Aviv in preparation for our flight home, rejoicing in all 
that we have seen and learned in the wonderful land of Israel.  Those 
attending the C4I Forum will travel to Jerusalem. (BD)  

DAY  19: Tuesday 26 February 
This morning we stand on the Mount of Olives! Descend to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. Entering the Old City of Jerusalem through St Stephen's (the 
Lion's) Gate we visit the Pool of Bethesda, where Jesus cured an invalid. 
Continue to the Ecce Homo Convent to view the Lithostratos and to visit the 
Praetorian, site of the public trial and condemnation of Jesus. Passing the 
Stations of the Cross along the Via Dolorosa we arrive to the Holy Sepulcher 
Church. Afternoon visit to City of David. Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  20: Wednesday 27 February 
Study the magnificent Menorah nearby the Knesset, Israel’s House of 
Governance.  At the Israeli Museum view the (Isaiah scrolls) housed in the 
Shrine of the Book.  Gain perspective as we overlook the scale model of 
Jerusalem as it was during the time of Jesus. Spend time at the most sacred 
site for the Jewish people, the Western Wall, followed by a walk through the 
Rabbinical Tunnel. Visit to Shorashim Biblical Shop in the Old City for 
excellent shopping if desired. Shorashim (which means roots in Hebrew) is 
devoted to building bridges between Jews in Israel and around the world.  
Late afternoon visit to the Hineni Centre in Jerusalem - a Christians for Israel 
project, headed by Benjamin Philip, and dedicated to feeding the poor. 
Overnight in Jerusalem. (BD)

DAY  21: Thursday 28 February
Today we tour the region of Judea! Spend time at Bet Hagai Youth Village, 
a (C4I project) located just south of Hebron and established in 1984 by a 
group of young men and women in memory of three friends who were slain 
by terrorists.  This is a village to help 'broken boys', some of whom arrive 
with nothing but the shirt on their back. We will also visit Kfar Etzion and 
view an informative film presentation regarding the harrowing early days of 
the rebirth of Israel. Visit to the Garden Tomb. Learn of Gordon’s Calvary 
and share Communion at an open-air altar close by the empty tomb. The 
serenity of this place makes it a spiritual oasis within this bustling city. 
Overnight Jerusalem. (BD)

8 October 2018Special Events for 2018 + Unique Israel Tour with Judy Russell in 2019

FOR MELBOURNE (National below)
It is our pleasure to extend to you, your family and friends an invitation to 
attend this special Centenary Commemoration and thanksgiving as follows:

Sunday 11 November 
2:15 for 2:30pm, followed by afternoon tea. 
Scotch College Memorial Hall 
Morrison Street, Hawthorn, Vic 3122

During this Centenary Commemoration there will be presentations on:
• Monash & Chauvel, leaders who inspired a nation
• General Sir John Monash
• General Sir Harry Chauvel
• Indigenous Troopers
• Choral items by Open Doors Singers.

MELBOURNE EVENT REGISTRATION: 
www.oscanet.com.au/remembrancedaycentenary

NATIONAL
For Churches or Schools who would like to hold a special Centenary Service or 
use class materials on or around Sunday 11 November, we have prepared a web 
site that includes World War 1 Centenary narratives and PowerPoints that can be 
downloaded as free resource materials: www.theanzaccall.com.au
For all enquiries: ReCharge-100@outlook.com or phone 0414 622  633

Remembrance Day Centenary - 11 Nov 2018
Generals Monash and Chauvel and Indigenous troopers of WW1

Newspapers around the world were recently abuzz with news that a red heifer 
had just been born in Israel. Are we getting closer to the building of the Third 
Temple? If so what does this mean for us as Christians?

Join Ps Enoch Lavender as he explores the rise of the temple movement in 
Israel and its potential role in bringing together the last 
missing piece of Bible Prophecy as we enter the End Times. 
Enoch will have his book ‘Rebuilding the Temple - Preparing 
for the Lord’s return’ for sale (also see page 12).

Enoch has a B.A. in Intercultural Ministry from Harvest Bible 
College (2008) and is based at Living Way Christian Network 
Inc in Blackburn, Melbourne. 

COST: $15 per person (includes a light lunch). Enoch will speak first and, 
following lunch, we will have a Q&A session. 

RSVP Judy Russell essential:  judyrussell.private@gmail.com or 0410 403 616
Monday 22 October 2018 12.30 - 3.30pm   
Jubilee Room, NSW Parliament House Sydney 

~ Hosted by Rev Hon Fred Nile MLC and Coordinated by Judy Russell ~

The Third Temple Coming Closer?
A Christian Worldview MON 22 OCTOBER 2018
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Israel’s Christian Friends

After Sukkot, the pilgrims will 
pay a solidarity visit to Israel’s 
border with Gaza, where they 
will hold a ceremony with 
community leaders from the 
Eshkol Region.
The International Christian Embassy 
Jerusalem (ICEJ) is hosting more than 
5,000 pilgrims from 85 countries for its 
annual Feast of Tabernacles celebration, 
which coincides with the week-long 
Jewish festival of Sukkot.

“Feast attendance has been on the rise 
in recent years, which is a reflection of 
the dramatic growth of the Christian 
Zionist movement worldwide,” says 
ICEJ spokesman David Parsons. “Our 
Feast pilgrims are especially excited 
to celebrate the 70th anniversary of 
Israel’s rebirth as a nation, as well as 
the nations’ starting to return their 
embassies to Jerusalem.”

The highlight of the colorful festival is 
being marked this afternoon, when 
ICEJ national delegations waving 
their countries’ flags assemble at the 
northern end of Jerusalem’s Sacher Park 
and join dozens of groups from Israel 
in the traditional Jerusalem March. 
Then tonight, more than 1,000 Israelis 
are scheduled to join the pilgrims for 
a gala cultural and musical program at 
the Pais Arena featuring artists, choirs 
and performers from across the globe. 
According to the ICEJ, the program will 
comprise “a celebration of Israel’s 70th 

anniversary of modern statehood, as 
well as the moving of the US Embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem” on May 
14, and a special tribute to Senator 
John Kyl, the initiator of the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act of 1995.

After Sukkot, the 
pilgrims will pay a 
solidarity visit to 
Israel’s border with 
Gaza, where they will 
hold a ceremony with 
community leaders 
from the Eshkol Region. 
The ICEJ and its partner, 
Operation Lifeshield, 
are being honored for 
their assistance to Gaza 
periphery communities, 
including a donation of 
six new mobile bomb 
shelters, 15 all-terrain 
firefighting trailers 
and three special ATV 
security vehicles.

In his welcome to 
pilgrims, ICEJ President 
Jürgen Bühler says; 

“The Feast of 
Tabernacles is one 
of the great harvest feasts of Israel. 
It celebrates the largest and most 
precious harvest of the year: grapes, 
olives, dates, pomegranates and other 
sustaining fruits and produce. During 
this time, Israel gathers in Jerusalem to 

give thanks for another year of God’s 
faithfulness. Israel also remembers 
how the Lord provided for them in the 
wilderness. Their shoes never wore 
out and none was sick among them, 

because God in His 
goodness met all their 
needs!

“As a sign of 
thankfulness, Israel 
brought special 
sacrifices to Jerusalem 
to express their 
gratitude. This year 
again, we look 
forward to thousands 
of Christians coming 
to Jerusalem to 
celebrate the Feast of 
Tabernacles and also 
to leave something 
behind—a special 
offering from their 
nations to give thanks 
to the Lord for His 
goodness.”

We welcome the ICEJ 
pilgrims to the Holy 
Land. They are true 
friends of Israel who 

serve as ambassadors for Jerusalem—
and for that we are truly grateful.

Israel is fortunate to have many Christian 
friends all over the world who provide 
key support for the Jewish state in 
their home countries. Christianity, in all 

its forms, remains the world’s biggest 
religion, with more than two billion 
followers, and Christian support for 
Israel is crucial. 

Among the key organizations working 
to garner and bolster this support are: 
Christians United for Israel; The Friends 
of Zion (FOZ), which serves as a platform 
for fighting antisemitism and BDS 
internationally; the Knesset Christian 
Allies Caucus, a multi-partisan caucus 
comprising 17 members of Knesset from 
seven different parties; the International 
Fellowship of Christians and Jews, 
founded by Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein; and 
Israel365, a media company established 
in 2011 and headed by Rabbi Naphtali 
“Tuly” Weiss, which promotes the 
Biblical significance and physical beauty 
of the Land of Israel.

“We see the support—by the 
Evangelical community especially— 
rising significantly, and that augurs well 
for the future,” says Parsons.

We salute the ICEJ and Christians for 
their unwavering support for Israel and 
the Jewish people. As God said to 
Moses, according to Genesis 12:3, “I 
will bless those who bless you.”

May those who bless Israel be blessed.

Israel is 
fortunate to 
have many 

Christian 
friends all 
over the 

world who 
provide key 
support for 
the Jewish 

state

Christian worshippers in Jerusalem. ‘Early Christian writers spoke of a Jewish Restoration to the Holy Land. After the Reformation this became a movement. In English-speaking countries the 19th and early 20th centuries saw many 
strong Christian Zionists.’. (photo credit: REUTERS)
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Last July 19 the Israel Knesset passed 
the Nation-State Law 62-55. Opinion, 
argument and comments came quickly. 
Frankly, the wording of the Bill simply 
summed up values known for 70 years. 
The founding fathers proclaimed ‘the 
establishment of a Jewish State in Eretz 
Israel May 14, 1948. It was to be known 
“as the state of Israel”’. Everyone who 
has become residents of the land since 
1948 has clearly known the Jewish status 
and cultural significance of the Jewish 
national tradition.

The Basic Principles are listed in the 
Law first.

A) The land of Israel is the historical 
homeland of the Jewish people, 
in which the State of Israel was 
established.

B) The State of Israel is the national 
home of the Jewish people, in 
which it fulfils its natural, cultural, 
religious and historical right to self-
determination.

C) The right to exercise national self-
determination in the State of Israel 
is unique to the Jewish people.

No surprise there! It is also hard to argue 
with the ‘Symbols “ the Law lists next.

1). The name of the state is “Israel.”

2). The state flag is white with two 
blue stripes near the edges and a 
blue Star of David in the centre.

3). The state emblem is a seven-
branched menorah with olive leaves 
on both sides and the word “Israel” 
beneath it.

4). The state anthem is “Hatikvah.”

As expected the usual antagonists 
surfaced and in my humble opinion, 
sought to make a mountain out of a 
molehill. Analyst Caroline Glick called 
the reactions a ‘nothingburger.’

British commentator Melanie Phillips 
wrote: 

“Jews are a nation, and Israel is 
their nation-state. Its new Nationality 
Law does what many other nations 
have done: affirms the national identity 
of the state. Thus it ratifies Hebrew 
as its official language, identifies the 
Jewish calendar as the country’s official 
calendar, and establishes Independence 
Day, Memorial Day and Holocaust 
Remembrance Day as national 
holidays.” 

Among her powerful remarks she 
said, “Muslims want to islamize the 
world.” (Israel Gets Nation State 
right, while the west fumbles for 
identity, melaniephillips.com) That 
final remark probably infers they 
oppose all things Israel.

Ken Cohen, editor for FLAME magazine 
dealt effectively with the language issue. 
He said, 

“One ‘controversial’ section of 
the law names Hebrew as Israel’s 
official language, while now classifying 
Arabic ‘only’ as having ‘special status.’ 
California’s population is 20% Hispanic, 
many of whom speak Spanish—yet 
Spanish has no special legal status 
in California. Nor does Russian have 
special status in Latvia, though 25% of 
its population speaks Russian.” 

Right now the Arab population of Israel 
is 18 percent.

Druze Protest
The Israel Druze population unleashed 
rage against the law and their perceived 
unequal status. An estimated 120,000 
Druze live in Israel. In a crowd estimated 
at 50,000 they swamped Tel Aviv waving 
Israel and Druze flags. They demanded 
the law be rescinded.

The Druze are an ethnic Arab minority. 
They serve in the armed forces and 
some have achieved 
high political and 
military status.

“No one can preach 
to us about loyalty and 
the military cemeteries 
testify to this. Despite 
our utter loyalty, the 
state does not see us 
as equal,” the Druze 
spiritual leader, Sheikh 
Muwafaq Tarif, told 
the demonstrators. 
“Just as we fight for 
the existence and 
security of the state so 
we are determined to 
fight together for the 
character and right to 
live in it in equality and 
dignity,” said Tarif.

Middle East expert 
Mitchell Bard 
responded. 

“The government was particularly 
sensitive to the concerns of the Druze 
community due to their loyalty to the 
state and service in the military. The 
Jewish Federations of North America 
expressed solidarity with the Druze in a 
public statement: ‘Jewish Federations 
stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
Druze community and urge Israeli 
legislators to work with the community 

as soon as possible to address their very 
real concerns’.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
acted quickly to quell the firestorm 
by appointing a team of government 
officials, Druze leaders and senior 
reserve officers to work on language to 
recognize the status of the Druze and 
Circassian communities.” 

(Understanding Israel’s Nation State Law, 
Mitchell Bard, jewishvirtuallibrary.org)

Much has been written and argued 
since July. Napoleon had his say April 

20, 1799. He issued 
‘A Letter to the Jewish 
Nation’ declaring 
the Land of Israel an 
independent Jewish 
state. He invited all 
the Jews of Asia, 
Africa ‘to gather under 
my flag to re-establish 
Jerusalem.’

In the modern era 
Daniel Pipes is an 
award winning Middle 
East commentator. 
I am looking at the 
Nation-State Law 
through his eyes.

Daniel Pipes
“So, why the mock-
principled refusal 
to recognize Israel 
as a Jewish state? 

Perhaps because the PLO still intends to 
eliminate Israel as a Jewish state.

Note my use of the word “eliminate,” not 
destroy. Yes, anti-Zionism has until now 
mainly taken a military form, from Gamal 
Abdel Nasser’s “throw the Jews into the 
sea” to Mahmoud Ahmadinejad’s “Israel 
must be wiped off the map.” But the 
power of the Israel Defense Forces has 
prodded anti-Zionism toward a more 
subtle approach of accepting an Israeli 

state but dismantling its Jewish character. 

Anti-Zionists consider several ways to 
achieve this:

Demography: Palestinians could 
overwhelm the Jewish population of 
Israel, a goal signaled by their demand 
for a “right of return” and by their so-
called war of the womb.

Politics: Arab citizens of Israel 
increasingly reject the country’s Jewish 
nature and demand that it become a bi-
national state.

Terror: The 100 Palestinian attacks a 
week during the period, September 
2000-September 2005 sought to induce 
economic decline, emigration, and 
appeasement.

Isolation: All those United Nations 
resolutions, editorial condemnations, 
and campus aggressions are meant to 
wear down the Zionist spirit.

Arab recognition of Israel’s Jewish nature 
must have top diplomatic priority. Until 
the Palestinians formally accept Zionism, 
then follow up by ceasing all their 
various strategies to eliminate Israel, 
negotiations should be halted and not 
restarted. Until then, there is nothing to 
talk about.” 

(Accept Israel as the Jewish State, 
Daniel Pipes, Jerusalem Post, 
November 20, 2007)

NOTE: Pipes wrote those remarks  
in 2007.

___________________________________

Ron Ross worked as a newsman in 
Jerusalem, broadcasting Middle East 
reports internationally. He is the Middle East 
correspondent for Vision Christian Radio and 
a popular speaker. www.ronross.org
ronandyvonne@mac.com

by Ron Ross

New State Law! Nothingburger!!!

As expected 
the usual 

antagonists 
surfaced and 
in my humble 

opinion, 
sought to 

make a 
mountain out 
of a molehill.
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This month marks twenty-
five years since Oslo and that 
famous handshake on the 
White House lawn by Prime 
Minister Rabin and Chairman 
Arafat under the patronage of 
President Bill Clinton.
And a lot will be written about this 
anniversary.

The one undeniable truth over this 
period has been the disenchantment of 
those who supported Oslo and who had 
believed that finally the Palestinians were 
going to reverse their original mantra as 
expressed in 1921 by the Palestine Arab 
Executive Committee when they said: 
“Either us or the Zionists. There is no 
room for both.”

Those in Israel who still support the 
principles of Oslo and yearn for a Two 
State solution, understand where the 
fault lies for it not yet occurring.

AB Yehoshua who was at one time on 
the Meretz list running for the Knesset, 
said in an interview in Ha’artez that: 

“Yasser Arafat first misled the world 
when he said he wanted a secular, 
pluralistic and democratic state and 
then trampled the Oslo Accords with 
terror attacks.” 

Yehoshua also blamed Arafat’s successor, 
Mahmoud Abbas, for “rejecting Israel’s 
land-for-peace offer in 2008”.

Einat Wilf a former Labour MK, in a 
recently published book says that her 
party’s assumption in 1993 “that the 
Palestinians were ready for peace, has 
since proven to have been unfounded.”

Ten years have passed since in 2008, 
Prime Minister Olmert pushed ahead 
with a most detailed map for a potential 
Two State solution including minimal 
retention of areas in Judea and Samaria 
(primarily the blocks) with land swaps 
and a shared vision in Jerusalem.

And with yet another rejection of Two 
States by the Palestinians as Yehoshua 
noted.

As in other policy areas, this is another 
example of the disconnect occurring 
between people in Israel and significant 
sections of world opinion, in not 
understanding, or refusing to believe, just 
why a solution has not yet been reached.

The further removed from the reality of 
life in Israel either by choice or naiveté or 
personal prejudice, the less the realisation 
that has been so obvious to the Israeli 
mainstream—that there is no partner. 

Or to put it another way, that the 
Palestinian narrative has not changed 
since 1921.

The Israeli body politics’ hope that there 
might be a potential partner was finally 
dashed by some years of outrageous 
and ongoing pronouncements from 
Abbas, including racial slurs and pure 
anti-Semitism.

From his “the Jews with their filthy feet” 
are taking over the Temple Mount, to his 
comments this year about Jews bringing 
the Holocaust upon themselves, 
denying Ashkenazim are Jews at all and 
stating that Jews have no historical or 
Biblical ties to the Holy Land.

Nor can Israelis see a Palestinian partner 
emerging in the foreseeable future.

Ironically it is now the Israeli left who set 
out to show that settlements are after 
all, no obstacle to the division of the 
Land. Moreover, in fact it is the so called 
rightist Israeli government that keeps 
the possibility of division alive.

As Ori Mark in an analysis by Ha’aretz 
newspaper concludes: 

“The maps and numbers leave 
no room for doubt: When it comes 
to construction in the settlements, 
Netanyahu is like an old refrigerator – 
freezing almost everything and making 
a lot of noise.”

Which by the way is yet another irony—
despite many settlement building 
announcements the 
statistics show exactly 
that, not much actual 
building taking place in 
Judea and Samaria at 
all, outside the blocks.

The one person 
who has cut through 
all of the stasis 
around the Gordian 
knot of Palestinian 
intransigence is 
President Trump.

Perhaps more 
significant than the 
actual embassy move, 
which whilst important, 
came with caveats 
such as that this 
does not change the 
status of the Holy Basin—is the current 
decision by President Trump to tackle a 
central issue of the conflict and what has 
ensured to date, that it is ongoing.

UNRWA and the perpetuation of the 
refugee myth by both the Palestinians 
and the United Nations and indeed many 
countries around the world has been one 
of the greatest obstacles to peace.

And the core result of this myth is the idea 
of a so called Palestinian ‘right of return’.

This idea is nothing less than the end 
of the Jewish State and will never occur.

If President Trump can successfully deal 
with this issue, if he manages to apply 
the same international definitions that 

are pertinent to other displaced groups, 
then that would be a game changer. 

And amongst the Palestinians 
themselves, this should, in a normal 
world, bring a realisation that they finally 
need to come to the table for some sort 
of deal with Israel and to discard one 
hundred years of simply saying ‘no’.

In the meantime, we have just 
celebrated the Jewish New Year and 

the Festival of Succoth 
(Tabernacles) – one 
symbolising G-d’s 
judgement over the 
Jewish People and the 
other, the wandering 
in the desert before 
reaching the Promised 
Land.

It is also a time to 
review the past year.

The population of 
Israel stands today 
at just shy of nine 
million people and 
the Jewish population 
has grown more than 
ten times since her re-
establishment seventy 

years ago to be around six point six 
million today.

This is due to the highest birth rate 
in the western world, even amongst 
secular Israelis, as well as the ongoing 
tremendous aliyah that continues to re-
energise Israel.

Israel’s existence, her growth, her 
ongoing and increasing strength is 
indeed a miracle!

And should be recognised as such.

Shana tova – Happy New Year.
___________________________________

Dr Ron Weiser AM

Public Affairs Chairman of the Zionist 
Federation of Australia and a Past President.

by Dr Ron Weiser

The Same Palestinian Narrative 
Continues: “Either us or the Zionists”

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, U.S. President Bill Clinton, and Yasser Arafat at 
the Oslo Accords signing ceremony on 13 September 1993. Photo: Wikipedia

If President 
Trump can 

successfully 
deal with 

this issue... 
that would 
be a game 
changer. 

President Trump and Prime Minister Netanyahu at the United Nations General Assembly in bilateral talks Wednesday, 
Sept. 26, 2018. (Official White House Photo by Shealah Craighead)
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MAGAZINE - 112 Pages
GET SPECIAL BULK PACK PRICING 
WHEN YOU ORDER ONLINE!

Israel 70 Years:  
1948–2018

$25

by Christian’s for Israel, International

This limited commemorative edition magazine celebrates 
Israel’s 70th Anniversary as a nation. It is beautifully illustrated, 
with in-depth articles, inspiring interviews, photos, facts, time-
lines and much more.
After ages of diaspora, the Jewish state was reborn in 1948. A true 
miracle. In the 70 years of its existence, Israel had to fight eight 
wars to defend itself. It not only survived but thrived. It’s among 
the most educated and innovative countries in the world and has 
one of the highest life expectancies. Jews from all over the world 
are returning home, a fulfillment of Biblical prophecies. 

PAPERBACK - 500 Pages

Israel on Trial: How international 
law is being misused to Delegitimize 
the State of Israel

$46

by Matthijis de Blois and Andrew Tucker

This book reviews international law regarding self-determination, 
statehood, territorial sovereignty, human rights and the right to 
self-defense.
It argues that the two-state solution as defined by the UN is 
not required by international law. The authors examine how 
international law has been used and misused over the last 
century with regard to the Arab/Israeli conflict. They argue 
that the historical context of the creation of the State of Israel, 
especially the Mandate for Palestine, is too often ignored.

PAPERBACK - 100 Pages

Rebuilding The Temple:  
Preparing for the Lord’s Return?

$20

by Enoch Lavender

Chronicles the dramatic rise of the prophetic 
movement to build Israel’s Third Temple. 
It looks at the painstaking preparations taking 
place to recreate the Temple vessels, as well as the 
use of DNA technology to identify priests for the 
restored Temple service. The book also examines 
the key role of the Temple in Bible Prophecy and 
End Times. The ultimate goal of this book is to 
highlight how the stage is increasingly being set 
for the Lord’s Return.

See Our Complete Range Online
You can also use our order form - see pg 12

www.c4israel.com.au/store

NEW!

HOT!
NEW!

LIMITED EDITION: 
While Stocks last!!!
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When you take a look at the history 
of Israel, you can’t escape the 
kibbutz and the role this type of 
community has played in the 
rebuilding of the modern State of 
Israel. Idealistic pioneers were 
willing to share everything with 
each other. But does the idealism of 
the kibbutz still have a future after 
seventy years?

A beautiful road, winding through green 
wooded hills, brings us to Kibbutz  Ein 
Hashofet. We are welcomed by Amarzia 
Dayan, who is excited to tell us about the 
kibbutz. A ‘child of the dream’ is what he 
calls himself, a child of the first generation 
of pioneers who built the kibbutz. With a 
little pride, he tells his story. ‘You must 
understand that everything in the kibbutz was 
born out of necessity’, he says.  

>> Necessity 

This necessity was of course already part 
of the conditions in which the Jewish 
people felt the need to build a safe 
homeland away from the threats of anti-
Semitism. Driven by this idealism, young 
Jews often travelled in groups to Eretz 
Israel where they wanted to establish  the 
land. In the archive of the kibbutz, 
Amarzia shows us pictures of a procession 
of cars in a desolate landscape. ‘That’s how 
they arrived here. Full of dreams, but 
hopelessly naive. So  what’s their  first 
necessity? Safety. That’s why the kibbutz 
didn’t start on a barren hilltop, but in a 
nearby abandoned fort from which the first 
activities were carried out.’

>> Water and Bread
‘The first building in the kibbutz was a water 
tower. But there was no water here. That’s 
why the pioneers had a geologist come to 
examine the surroundings and point out 
where they could dig a well. With this well, a 
maximum of 33 people could live on the 
kibbutz permanently in the early days. For 
bread, the pioneers had a mother from a 

nearby village come out. She would get  the 
men to collect dry bush branches, where they 
built an oven out of clay, burnt the branches 
for heat, and baked the most delicious bread. 
But after a few days, she had to go back. One 
of the men returned with her and learned 
how to bake the bread. He did this at the 
kibbutz till the day he died.’

>> Trees
Gradually, the kibbutz  expanded.  The  
pioneers planted numerous trees in and 
around the kibbutz. The wooded area that 
led us to the kibbutz is a miraculous 
testimony to  the change that the land 
underwent  since the first pioneers 
arrived here.  But farming in this kibbutz 
wasn’t successful  ‘The soil here is not good 
for anything’, says Amarzia, ‘our income 
came mainly from industry’. 

>> Change
The kibbutz movement seems to have lost 
its fire. Most kibbutzim are privatized, 
and only a few still practice the socialist 
ideal of sharing everything. Ein Hashofet 
is one of those kibbutzim, and it is 
secular. In the north of the Jordan Valley 
is the religious kibbutz Sde Eliyahu, which 
also operates traditionally as a collective. 
This is where the successful company 
BioBee is located, where bees  are kept 
among other things. Sara Goldsmith is a 
tourist guide and started living on this 
kibbutz 29 years ago motivated by 
idealism. ‘The privatization of kibbutzim 
was in a sense also due to necessity’, she 
says. ‘It wasn’t like the residents were 
thinking: we don’t want to be socialist 
anymore. The ideal was still there, but due to 
financial need the kibbutzim had to be 
privatized.’

>> Trust
‘My husband and I intentionally 
chose  a collective kibbutz’, says 
Sara. ‘But I often say: to be a 
good socialist these days; you 

have to be a good capitalist. 

On the kibbutz, you have to contribute 
according to your means, and you receive 
according to your needs. But not everyone 
has the same means. So some people receive 
in proportion to their contribution more 
than others. You must be able to live with 
that. Kibbutz life, therefore, requires a 
certain degree of mutual trust. If you have a 
steady source of income with which you can 
meet everyone’s needs, it is easier to 
maintain that trust. That’s why a company 
like BioBee is vital  to  our kibbutz.’

>> Socialism and 
Judaism
The kibbutz movement was founded by 
secular Jews. But Sde Eliyahu is a religious 
kibbutz. Sara shares: ‘When religious Jews 
wanted to start a kibbutz, there was a lot of 
criticism. ‘How can you start a kibbutz as a 
religious Jew? Do you want to be a farmer? 
What will happen on the Shabbat and 
during the feasts? Will you just leave your 
work?’ But that’s exactly what we have done. 
When you read the Bible, it talks a lot about 
agriculture! And you know what, it works! 
When the pioneers came to Israel, they 
wanted to shape the ‘new Jew’. But with that, 
they removed a lot of beauty from the ‘old 
Judaism’. But Judaism is actually very 
socialistic. The Bible teaches us to take care 
of each other, and the poor, as a community. 
You will not find that anywhere else in early 
history. In my opinion, religious Judaism and 
the kibbutz go 
together very well.’

>> Idealism and the 
Future
Whether the idealism of the kibbutz can 
stand the test of time, we’ll have to see. 
Amarzia Dayan from Ein Hashofet has a 
hard time believing it will. ‘The world has 
changed, Israel has changed, and our 
government has changed. People no longer 
ask: what does my country need, but what 
do I need. I doubt whether this country needs 
new kibbutzim. Does it need the values of the 
kibbutz? No doubt about it. Kibbutzim are 
now being established in the city; 
communities who want to contribute to 
what is needed in Israeli society. If they keep 
their ideals, they can be of great significance 
to our country.’

When I ask Sara Goldsmith whether 
believing the Bible is the foundation for 
carrying on the ideals of the kibbutz, she 
laughs: ‘Not necessarily, because many 
religious kibbutzim have also been 
privatized.’ She then adds:  ‘But thanks to 
Judaism, the feeling of community has 
remained. I don’t think that the necessity to 
build up Israel is gone. Israel is only seventy 
years old! That’s very young! During that 
time we have fought many wars. There is 
still the necessity to build up our country, to 
restore, to heal from traumas. And I think 
that the ideals of the kibbutz are very 
important for this.’

Excerpt from Israel 70 Years Anniversary 
Magazine. See coupon on back page to 
purchase a copy.

By Ruben Ridderhof, Christians for Israel Netherlands

Beyond the Ideal of the Kibbutz

Israel 70 Years 07XII Theses

th4  Thesis: Covenants with Israel
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

In this article, we continue our 
discussion of the ‘Twelve Theses 
of Faith on Israel’ published by 
Christians for Israel.

Thesis 4: We believe that all the 
Covenants since Abraham have been 
made with Israel. 

Elaboration: We believe that the 
Covenants made with the patriarchs 
remain valid for Israel. These Covenants 
include the land, the nation, the blessing 
and the Davidic kingship, as well as the 
Covenants regarding the priesthood of 
Levi, the city of Jerusalem and the 
Covenant of peace. We believe that the 
New Covenant, too, was made with the 
House of Israel and the House of Judah, 
and that the Church has been engrafted 
into this Covenant through faith in Jesus 
Christ. Of this new Covenant the signs 
are the broken body and spilt blood of our 
Lord. We believe and confess that Jesus 
will come as the Messiah of Israel to turn 
away godlessness from Jacob and to 
redeem the guilt of the nations. With 
great anticipation we expect His coming 
in glory and the bodily resurrection of the 
righteous dead. Maranatha!

Clarification: The respective 
Covenants are elaborated on in different 
theses. Here, an exposition of the New 
Covenant, that has also been made first 
and foremost with Israel, seems fit. 
Yeshua came as Messiah in the first place 
as the One who would redeem the sins of 
His people, the people of Israel. And one 
day that will happen, openly and publicly, 
when the whole house of Israel will enter 
into their own New Covenant (Romans 
11:25-27; Jeremiah 31:31-34, Isaiah 53, 
Zechariah 12:10-14, etc.). But the 
redemption and removal of the sins 
immediately has a worldwide perspective, 
including and regarding all of the nations, 
John 1:29: “The next day (John) saw Jesus 
coming to him and said, “Look, the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of the world!” 
After His coming in humility to take away 
the sins of the world and being met with 
rejection, one day He will come in glory to 
gather all nations before Him (Matthew 
25:31-33, Isaiah 2:2-4, Isaiah 63:1-6; 
Revelation 19:11.). Anyone who does not 
add to the words of the prophecy, or takes 
away from the words of the prophecy will 
shout, together with the Apostle John: 
Come, Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:18-20)

>> Reflection by
Chan Siew Fong 
Regional Trainer, Christians for 
Israel Asia

We believe that all the covenants 
since Abraham have been made 
with Israel.

Before the Lord opened my eyes to the 
truth that all the covenants since 
Abraham have been made between God 
and Israel, I used to think that the ‘New 
Covenant’ (1 Corinthians 11; 23–26) was the 
exception, I believed the ‘New Covenant’ 
was made with the Church rather than 
Israel. Later, I discovered passages in 
Jeremiah (31: 31–34) and Ezekiel (36: 24–28) 
on the ‘New Covenant’ to be made with 
the House of Israel and the House of 
Judah. I also found out that when the 
Lord Jesus made the ‘New Covenant’ with 
his disciples, they were of Hebrew 
descent; there was no Gentile present. 
When He made the covenant with them 
during the ‘Lord’s Supper’, the ‘Christian 
church (of Gentile believers)’ had not even 
been born yet. That had to wait till Acts 2.  

Why did I erroneously believe that the 
‘New Covenant’ was not made with Israel? 
I realise the root cause of my flawed 
thinking was my own biblical illiteracy 
and the focus of popular church teaching.   

Biblical illiteracy

I came to faith believing an incomplete 
gospel that limited salvation to an 
insurance policy against hellfire; I had 
naively thought it was all about accepting 
the free gift of salvation and improving 
myself now and ‘playing the harp in heaven’ 
for eternity. 

It took me some time, poring over 
Scriptures, to piece together God’s grand 
plan to save mankind culminating in 
Christ’s return to rule mankind for 1000 
years from Jerusalem, His eternal capital, 
and following that, a new heaven and a 
new earth. I learnt from many Old 
Testament prophecies that God has not 
finished with Israel yet and neither 
should I omit Israel from our mind, my 
heart and my prayers. 

The Focus of Popular Church 
Teaching

Following the tradition of ‘Pietism’, popular 
preaching topics include, prayer, giving, 
devotion and outreach. Israel is 
conspicuously absent. Curiously, even after 
1948 when Israel returned to the world 
stage, many churches still retain the 
teaching that the ‘New Covenant’ is a 
covenant made between God and the 
Church, and so there is no need to teach 
about Israel. The very fact that the Jewish 
people have been exiled for almost two 
millennia from their homeland, had 
returned to re-establish their nation, is clear 
evidence that God is keeping His covenant 
with Israel! We should include Israel in th e 
curriculum of churches and seminaries.

An old proverb says: “None as blind as 
those who will not see.” Let us not be 
counted with the blind.

Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ we 
also have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with 
Israel, as well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our 
sake, but that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil 
over the nations with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism 
committed in her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love 
and solidarity with Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of 
Israel is the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations 
carry a responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will 
make His Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide 
Kingdom, Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place 
and they will reign with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for 
the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish 
people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the 
glorious freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.
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Short News

North American Jews 
Make Israel Home

239 North American olim, arrived in Israel 
recently including 57 future Lone Soldiers, 
dozens of Jewish communal leaders and 
27 medical professionals, as well as a 
diverse group of individuals from 24 US 
states and three Canadian provinces. On 
board the flight were 30 families, 90 
children, and three sets of twins.

A special welcome ceremony for the new 
Olim was held at Ben Gurion Airport 
upon the flight’s arrival and included 
more than one thousand guests, friends, 
family members and Israeli dignitaries, 
including Aliyah and Integration Minister 
Sofa Landver, an immigrant from Russia, 
and Deputy Minister in the Prime 
Minister’s Office Dr. Michael Oren, an 
immigrant from the US.

Israel Leads in 
Sustainable 
Development
Investment in research and development 
is recognised as a means of promoting 
the UN’s sustainable development goals, 
as it has a positive impact on the lives of 
people worldwide. Israel ranks second in 
the world with its commitment to invest 
in research and development. It invests 
4.2% of its GDP (gross domestic 
product). It is even leading in the 
number of researchers per 1 million 
inhabitants. 

Why Doesn’t Google 
Maps use Hebrew?

Google Maps is perhaps the most 
impressive cartographic endeavor in 
world history, with nearly the entire 
globe detailed down to the street level. 
It uses local languages to display 
foreign places — except for Israel!

Users looking for a map of Eilat, for 
example, will find it only in English, 
even though its neighbouring foreign 
cities - Taba, Egypt and Aqaba, Jordan - 
are displayed in both English and 
Arabic. Nowhere in Israel are Hebrew 
place names displayed. Even obscure 
languages like Ethiopia, get the dual 
language treatment. But not Israel.

This is surprising, considering Google has 
large research and development offices in 
Haifa and Tel Aviv and has made 
significant investments in Israeli startups 
- such as its $1.3 billion purchase of Israeli 
map tech company Waze.
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Short News

Over the past 18 years, Israel has 
always been at the forefront regarding 
the number of international patents 
per capita, filed under the Patent 
Cooperation Treaty (PCT).  

The peak came in 2000 when Israel 
ranked third behind Finland and 
Sweden among the world’s registered 
patents. Today Israel ranks fifth behind 
Japan, Sweden, Switzerland and South 
Korea. Finland has fallen to sixth place. 

Heartfelt Thanks 
from South Israel
Christians for Israel received a letter 
from the mayor of Sha’ar Hanegev 
Regional Council to thank all our 
supporters for their contribution 
towards the purchase of new 
firefighting apparatus. As we reported 
in the previous edition, Southern Israel 
has been plagued by fires caused by 
balloons and kites coming from Gaza. 
In his letter, the mayor wrote: “Thank 
you all, from the bottom of our hearts, 
for being there for us! May these 
challenging days pass peacefully.” 

SodaStream to 
Expand in Israel

SodaStream’s new investment of over 
US $25 million, will include expanding 
its main production plant in Rahat, 
which currently employs 1,100 people. 
When the expansion plan is 
completed, SodaStream will hire 160 
new employees. It has been reported 
that SodaStream’s activities in the 
Negev “have changed the employment 
situation in the South, especially in 
Rahat, by providing hundreds of jobs to 
Bedouin women, thereby strengthening 
the population throughout the region”. 

Medical School in 
Samaria
In August, the University of Ariel 
opened a medical school. The 
university has been under attack by the 
BDS-movement for a while, because of 
its location in Samaria, within the 
‘disputed’ area. Nevertheless, the 
university is flourishing. The new 
medical school is a real necessity: Israel 
has a shortage of physicians. 

Per Capita Patents:
Israel 5th WorldwideThe Trump Administration’s 

recent decisions to stop funding 
the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine 
Refugees (UNRWA) and close the 
Palestine Liberation 
Organisation’s mission in 
Washington may appear, prima 
facie, hostile to Palestinians. 

In reality, however, if responded to in the 
correct spirit, these moves could 
potentially be the catalyst for positive, 
empowering steps that encourage the 
Palestinian leadership to shed unhealthy 
rejectionism and unsustainable financial 
dependencies and redirect their energies 
towards bettering the lives of their people. 

For instance, consider UNRWA and the 
situation of the 5.3 million Palestinian 
‘refugees’ it looks after. 

While UNRWA provides a variety of 
humanitarian services such as education 
and healthcare to these refugees – 
overwhelmingly descendants of since-
deceased refugees of the Arabs’ 1948 war 
against partition – this aid comes with the 
baggage of the agency’s politicisation and 
exploitation of the refugee issue.

And the most important consequence of 
that baggage is that, after 69 years, 
generations of Palestinian families are still 
condemned to live as refugees, apparently 
forever, together with all their 
descendants. 

UNRWA, unlike the UN refugee agency 
(UNHCR) which handles all of the world’s 
other refugee crises, has no mandate to 
resettle a single refugee and perpetuates 
the conflict by using its own unique 
definition of refugee that includes those 
descendants and even millions of 
Palestinians who have full Jordanian 
citizenship. 

Remarkably, UNRWA has continued to 
maintain refugee camps in Palestinian-
ruled areas and provide services to families 
who have moved out of such camps and 
into the Palestinian Authority (PA).

What began as an initiative to improve 
the quality of life for refugees has become 
an organisation which principally exists to 
safeguard the Palestinian claim of a so-
called ‘right of return’ to pre-state Israel 
and educate new generations of 
Palestinians to cling to this false hope.

Given that every descendant of a refugee 
is also a refugee under UNRWA’s 
definition, and no one can ever cease 
being a Palestinian refugee except by 
dying, the number of Palestinian refugees 
is slated to continue growing indefinitely 
as it has for the past 69 years – and so are 
the demands on donors to fund aid for 
these refugees. At some point, this was 
always going to become unsustainable.

Indeed, UNRWA’s unsustainable, 
perpetually growing demand for donors 
was cited by the US State Department as a 
primary reason for opting out of 
continuing to fund UNRWA. 

Moreover, by discouraging Palestinians 
from living normal lives in the name of 

preserving the legally baseless and 
historically unprecedented ‘right of 
return’ to Israel – a ‘right’ virtually 
impossible to imagine ever being 
implemented – UNRWA is a trap for the 
refugees it serves.

Thus, in a recent op-ed, Israeli peace 
activist and former Labor cabinet minister 
Yossi Beilin called the US decision to stop 
funding UNRWA ‘just’, because as long as 
UNRWA exists, Palestinians can never be 
‘emancipated’ from their ‘refugee-dom’. 

Yet internal politics at the UN have always 
shielded UNRWA from reform.

“For the Palestinian leadership (and) the 
leaders of the Arab world,” Beilin wrote, 
“there is nothing more unifying than paying 
lip service to the right of return, a right they 
know full well will never be realised.”

UNRWA can’t even clearly claim to 
represent the will of the Palestinian public 
on the ‘right of return’ issue. In January, 
the latest annual poll by the Palestinian 
Center for Policy and Survey Research 
found that 62% of those surveyed would 
support a two-state peace agreement that 
resolved the refugee issue through 
compensation.

Meanwhile, the US decision to close the 
PLO’s mission in Washington also fits 
into a larger policy of reworking the 
untenable Middle East status quo.

The closure order was anything but hasty, 
coming many months after the PLO 
announced it would cut ties with the 
White House and had preemptively 
rejected the anticipated Trump peace 
plan, dubbed the ‘deal of the century’, 
sight unseen.

US legislation is actually clear that the 
closure is a required consequence of 
Palestinian behaviour. Under a 1987 law, 
the PLO is only allowed to operate in the 
US if the President signs a waiver 
certifying that its operation there ‘is 
important to the national security 
interests’ of the US. Subsequent laws in 
2011 and 2015 dictate the President cannot 
issue such a waiver unless one of two 

things is true – he can certify that the 
Palestinians are not promoting, 
supporting, or endorsing action against 
Israel at the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) or the Palestinians have entered 
into ‘direct and meaningful negotiation 
with Israel.’

It is simply a fact that neither of these 
provisos are true today. The PA is trying 
to take Israel to the ICC and has not 
engaged in even the pretence of direct 
negotiations with Israel since 2014. So 

both as a legal and political issue, under 
such circumstances, the US could not 
countenance Palestinian officials 
undermining the White House and 
feverishly lobbying foreign ambassadors 
against American policies in the shadow 
of the Capitol, in defiance of US law.

The Trump Administration’s moves are 
clearly intended to pressure the 
Palestinian leadership and transform a 
frozen and unpropitious status quo. 
While that may feel threatening to many 
Palestinians, it also provides an 
opportunity to improve future Palestinian 
prospects. 

State-building, integration and 
resettlement of the ‘refugees’, and much-
increased self-reliance are all possibilities 
which are open in principle to the 
Palestinians if the damaging current 
logjam, constructed from 70 years of 
unhelpful myths and counterproductive 
institutions like UNRWA, is overcome. 

Sadly, historically, the Palestinian 
leadership have had a poor record for 
seizing such opportunities when they are 
presented to them. 

With PA President Abbas’ tenure in power 
clearly coming to an end, a new leadership 
could theoretically seize this opportunity 
for constructive, transformative change 
away from an unproductive status quo.

Published with permission of 
Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs 
Council (AIJAC) 

By Dr Colin Rubenstein AM, Executive Director, Australia/Israel and Jewish Affairs Council (AIJAC) 

Refugees Forever?
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 ... this aid comes with the baggage 
of the agency’s politicisation and 
exploitation of the refugee issue.
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balloons and kites coming from Gaza. 
In his letter, the mayor wrote: “Thank 
you all, from the bottom of our hearts, 
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US $25 million, will include expanding 
its main production plant in Rahat, 
which currently employs 1,100 people. 
When the expansion plan is 
completed, SodaStream will hire 160 
new employees. It has been reported 
that SodaStream’s activities in the 
Negev “have changed the employment 
situation in the South, especially in 
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the quality of life for refugees has become 
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found that 62% of those surveyed would 
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coming many months after the PLO 
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While that may feel threatening to many 
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Christians for Israel New Zealand spoke 
to artist Perry Trotter, creator of a unique 
Holocaust exhibition that has been 
invited to Europe.

One could not be further from 
the Holocaust than in New 
Zealand. How did you become so 
involved in this issue?

I have long had an interest in antisemitism, 
largely driven by my study of Scripture and 
realisation of Israel’s centrality to past, 
present and future history. 

Direct engagement with the Holocaust 
was triggered by a 2008 visit to a kibbutz. 
My wife Sheree and I learned that there 
were a number of survivors living there 
and we asked if we could return for 
interviews and photography. I had no 
particular plan for the material, but upon 
returning to New Zealand, I began to 
develop a format by which to present 
excerpts of those powerful stories.

What is unique about your work?

The Holocaust may be the most 
documented event in human history. 
What has struck me, however, is that the 
sheer magnitude of destruction can so 

easily overwhelm. The personal 
experience of the individual son or 
daughter, brother or sister, is too readily 
subsumed in the statistic.

Detailed academic documentation is 
profoundly important. But it is the human 
face, the pathos of this tragedy, that we 
seek to communicate.

From an interview, we distil just 15-23 
lines of text. These are choreographed 
with black and white portraits and 
original music. I attempt to communicate 
this most evil of events with beauty and 
sensitivity - while of course maintaining 
historical accuracy.

Ours is a media-saturated generation and 
is very aesthetically driven. Our work does 
seem to reach this generation in a way 
that other media may not.

Tell us about your exhibitions.

Our first exhibition was launched by New 
Zealand Prime Minister John Key in 2013 at 
a UN International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day event, followed by a tour 
to institutions throughout New Zealand.

The new exhibition is entitled River of 
Tears - inspired by Jeremiah’s words: 

“Oh wall of the daughter of Zion, let your 
tears flow like a river.” It is an ambitious 
work and uses a number of sensory 
elements - water, haze, movement of 
‘bricks’, the sound of the railway. It takes 
immersive engagement to a new level. 
(View the video at www.riveroftears.net.)

We established a charitable trust for the 
work in 2012. It is a non-sectarian body, 
with a number of Jewish leaders serving 
on our board.

We understand you will take 
your work to Europe?

We are delighted to have received an 
invitation to take River of Tears to Croatia. 
The invitation has come from Festival of 
Tolerance - JFF Zagreb, the president of 
which is Branko Lustig, Academy Award-
winning producer of Schindler’s List. The 
exhibition travels to Croatia January 2019. 
We hope to tour Europe, where, sadly, this 
work is so needed.”

‘River of Tears’ Going to Europe
By Perry Trotter, Creator of Shadows of Shoah

Major (Ret) Rami Sherman, commander 
of one of the special operations teams 
who carried out the Entebbe Hostage 
Rescue in 1976, recently toured New 
Zealand and Australia. Christians for 
Israel New Zealand director, Bryce Turner, 
was able to spend some time with Rami. 

I notice that you did not choose 
to really share your story and 
your experience until relatively 
recently, what made you decide 
to start sharing it? 

“When we returned home, our first duty was 
to keep moving forward with other 
operations for the security of the state. There 
was no time for speaking out to the public. 
After four years I decided to start a new life, 
out of the security forces. I found myself in 
NZ, busy doing other things; I became a 
yoga teacher and the story just faded. 

During the following years, the story just 
didn’t interest me very much. I became a 
physiotherapist, which is what I occupied 
myself with for more than 25 years. 

Then in 2016, 40 years after the operation, I 
guess I became old enough to write my story 
as one who took part. Then one day I got a 
telephone call from a Chabad Rabbi in 
Copenhagen asking me if I would share my 
story, and since then my life has changed.”

Your story - of your involvement 
in the Entebbe rescue - is 
fascinating, especially for us 
living on the other side of the 
world, but the message you 
bring is much deeper. If you were 
able to convey one message to 
the world, what would it be? 

“There are a few, but the most significant is 
seen in the actions of Captain Michel Bachos 

and the 12 crew members of the Air France 
flight. In his decision to stay with the Jewish 
hostages, at the time when he could have 
flown out to Paris with the non-Jewish 
hostages, Captain Bachos showed me the 
conflict of being a human – constantly 
choosing what is first in life; values like 
solidarity, humanity; responsibility for others 
or the interests of the individual for himself. 
Everyone must confront this conflict in his 
own life.”

You speak of ‘rediscovering’ your 
Jewish heritage through the 
experience of Entebbe, what 
does this mean to you? 

“It was a slow process. Firstly, for more than 
25 years after leaving the military, I was 
deeply into Buddhism, slowly journeying 
until one day He (God) showed me his face. 
From that day my life was different. 

Then, by being able to share my story with 
Jewish groups, I realised that all my negativity 
had disappeared. I was no longer just reacting 
automatically to ‘being a Jew’, it became real, 
personal. I am still learning more about what 
this means, even at the age of 65, but I now 
have a much deeper understanding of why we 
are in that piece of land.”

I am told that you are a classic 
‘kibbutznik’. How has your 
experience of the Kibbutz 
influenced your life? 

“Having been born in a kibbutz, and lived 
virtually all my life in the kibbutz, I’ll share 
two important things out of many.

The first word which surrounds us from the 
first moment we are born is ‘sharing’. It is 
not an easy life, sharing almost everything, 

but it really prepared me for the army. 

The second important concept was that ‘we 
are the kibbutzim on the top’, and we should 
be there to help establish the country. It is a 
difficult concept to understand, but even 
harder to live out. Our motivation was to be 
there in any way to support the country.”

As criticism of Israel by the 
world’s media continues, what 
do you feel? What message 
would you have for the media? 

“I mostly worry about how deeply today’s 
media, in very covert and deceptive ways, 
brainwashes people. I really worry about the 
new man who believes that he is a free man 
but doesn’t understand how shallow and 
manipulated he is.” 

How do you think countries 
around the world could do better 
in their relationship with Israel? 

“I believe there are steps that Israel should 
take first. My country, Israel, should focus 
first on working more and more at being a 
lighthouse for any human being. It is not an 
easy path, but I believe it is the only way; it is 
the mission of the Jews. More than that, it is 
the mission of all people living together in 
the land. We must continually strive to 
create an example of how different people 
could live together, celebrating the human 
spirit in our daily lives.”

What do you feel Israel as a 
nation could do better, to 
improve its relations with other 
countries around the world? 

“As any coach says to his players when the 
team is down in the league, ‘Let’s go back to 
basics’.”

By Bryce Turner, Director Christians for Israel New Zealand

Rami Sherman’s Role at Entebbe
A police officer clears the way for rescued Air France hostages returning from 
Entebbe Airport. Photo: Moshe Milner 1976. Courtesy of flickr.
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This is the fourth instalment of a longer 
article written by German theologian and 
journalist Johannes Gerlofff on Psalm 2. 
The full text of the article, including 
extensive footnotes, can be found at 
www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

The God revealed to us by the Bible is not 
just sitting in heaven, smiling about the 
events on planet Earth. He interferes. The 
prophetic psalmist of Psalm 2 foresees a 
time when God speaks up, audibly, 
understandably, unequivocally, 
unmistakably.

“Then He shall speak to them in His wrath. 
In His fury, He will terrify them” (Psalm 2:5). 
God does not state objectively, from a 
distance, neutrally or even scientifically 
what might happen. He gets emotional, 
terrifyingly emotional.

iAmos Hakham   hears in the language of 
this verse ‘a warrior of flesh and blood. First, 
he mocks his enemy, who is weaker than 
himself. Then he proceeds with fury against 

 iihim to fight and destroy him.’   The great 
iiiRabbi Shlomo Yitzchaki (’Rashi’)  refers to 

the ‘rage of fury’ in the ‘Song of the Sea’ 
(Exodus 15:8), and Hakham adds, ‘that one 
actually hears the snorting of the nose in this 
language. When a person is angry, he 

 ivactually ejects breath through his nose.’   
This is audible in the Hebrew word for 
nose, ‘af’ (אף), which is used here.

The Bible testifies of the word of God: He 
speaks, and it happens. ‘He calls, and 
everything stands there’ (Isaiah 48:13). 

It quotes the living God several times with 
vthe words: ‘I say it, and I will also do it.’   

Even the Hebrew word stem used in 
Psalms 2:5 to denote God’s speaking does 
not distinguish between ‘word’ and ‘thing.’ 
What is being ‘said’ is one and the same as 
the ‘thing’ it designates. The object enters 
into being by speaking. The Hebrew word 
‘davar’ (דבר) has the meaning ‘word’ as well 
as ‘thing’ or ‘object’.

When God speaks, He does not just utter 
His thoughts. Instead, His word cuts 
powerfully into the waves of the sea of 
nations (compare Psalms 2:1-2). When the 
living Creator God breaks His silence, He 
can no longer be ignored by His creatures. 
Then, an energy is being released that 
makes any human-imaginable nuclear 
explosion seem insignificant in 
comparison. God shapes the events in this 
world through His word.

viSamson Raphael Hirsch  recognises in the 
Hebrew word ‘to frighten’ (bahal/בהל) a 
relationship with the word ‘ba’al’ (בעל) 
which is usually translated as ‘lord,’ 

vii ‘husband,’ ‘proprietor,’ or ‘owner.’ 
Originally it refers to the one who has 
overwhelmed, subjugated and taken 
possession of another. Hirsch opines, this 
frightening is about ‘the overwhelming of 

viiithe inner being, (it is about) consternation’. 

Rashi observes that God’s speech is not 
directed in favour of the nations, but 
against them. Then he asks: “What is the 

ixspeech of God actually all about?” Radak   
answers, some interpreters see a 

connection between the Hebrew word 
stem ‘davar’ (דבר) used here for God’s 
speaking and ‘the serious plague’ (ָּכֵבד  ֶּדֶבר 
 which Moses threatens in Egypt in ,(ְמֹֽאד
Exodus 9:3. There, the Hebrew word ‘dever’ 
 appears for ‘plague,’ which is totally (ֶּדֶבר)
identical to ‘davar’ ( ) without דבר
vocalisation. The rabbinic teachers further 
observe that in 2 Chronicles 22:10, it is said 
of the wicked Israelite queen Atalya ‘she 
said’ ( ) which in reality meant ‘she ַוְּתַדֵּבר
killed everyone who belonged to the royal 

xfamily.’ Ibn Ezra   summarises concisely, 
“This is the language of death!”
Footnotes:
i (1921-2012) became known in Israel as champion of the 
first Israeli and worldwide Bible quiz in August 1958, 
which revealed Amos’ genius and established his 
legendary career as interpreter of Scripture.
ii Amos Hakham, Book of Psalms, books 3-5, Psalms 73-
150 (Jerusalem, Hotzaat Mosad haRav Kook, 6th edition, 

1990/  Hebrew), 7.תש"ן; 
iii Rabbi Shlomo Ben Yitzchak (France, 1040-1105) or 
‘Rabbi Shlomo Itzchaki,’ is one of the extraordinary 
interpreters of Jewish writings and the very first who 
explained the Bible and the Talmud comprehensively. 
IV See note ii.
V Ezekiel 17:24; 22:14; 36:36; 37:14.
VI Germany, Hamburg 1808- Frankfurt 1888. He is seen 
as one of the founding fathers of the neo-orthodox 
movement.
VII Jaacov Lavy, Langenscheidts Handwörterbuch 
Hebräisch-Deutsch (Berlin, München, Wien, Zürich: 
Langenscheidt, 7. Auflage 1985), 79.
VIII Samson Raphael Hirsch, Psalmen (Basel: Verlag 
Morascha, 2. Neubearbeitete Auflage 2005), 9.
IX Rabbi David Ben Yosef Kimchi (France, 1160-1235), the 
so-called ‘Radak’, was the first among the great 
exegetes and grammarians of the Hebrew language. 
X Rabbi Avraham Ben Me’ir Ibn Ezra (Spain, 1089-1164) is 
one of the outstanding poets, linguists, interpreters of 
Scripture and philosophers of the Middle Ages. 

Johannes Gerloff (1963) is a German 
theologian, journalist and Bible teacher who 
has lived in Jerusalem for over 20 years. 

Dreadfully Direct  Psalm 2, Part 4a
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author
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Jesus’s parables 
fit perfectly 
into a non-
Western, Jewish 
culture that 
expressed itself 
through 
tangible 
metaphors. He 
was engaging in 
sophisticated 

theological 
teaching, but we miss it if we 

are looking for the abstract deductive 
arguments of the Greeks. Jesus often 
based his reasoning on experience rather 
than if-then logic.

In her books, Lois Tverberg is exploring 
the Jewish world of Jesus. The third 
volume, Reading the Bible with Rabbi Jesus, 
was published at the beginning of 2018. I 
spoke with her at the presentation of the 
Dutch translation in Nijkerk, Netherlands. 

Tverberg is a scientist of origin. Coming 
from a sound Norwegian Lutheran 
background, she started doing Bible 
studies to get a deeper understanding of 
the Word of God. Not satisfied with the 
liberal atmosphere at theological 
seminars, she found new perspectives in 
the discovery of the Jewish context of the 
first century. All of a sudden, Jesus’ 
sayings and doing made sense. Most 
significantly, the study of Jesus in His 

Jewish context gives proof of the 
historicity of the Bible. 

The Jewish context means in the first 
place the Hebrew Bible, the Old 
Testament. But it is the Hebrew Bible as 
lived and studied by the Jewish people. 
Early rabbinic writings, therefore, provide 
a lot of background material for 
understanding the New Testament. 

Tverberg writes for an audience of 
Christian adults, non-scholarly, non-
academic, to share insights from Jesus’ 
Jewish culture that equip Christians to 
read the Bible from a Hebraic perspective. 
“I am writing as a lay person, but try to be 
choosy in selecting the sources.”  

In her first book, Sitting at the Feet of 
Rabbi Jesus, she explored the general 
Jewish context of Jesus and the New 
Testament. In her second book, Walking 
in the Dust (of Rabbi Jesus), she is focusing 
on sayings of Jesus in a rabbinic context. 
Nevertheless, she says, her approach is as 
a gentile, to learn and to teach gentiles. In 
reading both the Hebrew Bible and the 
New Testament, she is learning from 
Jewish scholars. But there is no agenda 
towards the Jews. 
This book review: Reading The Bible With 
Rabbi Jesus - How a Jewish Perspective Can 
Transform Your Understanding is written 
by Lois Tverberg. To purchase this book, go 
to www.ourrabbijesus.com.

Reading the Bible with Rabbi Jesus
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

Photo credit: Shutterstock

Theme: Women in the Bible and 
Powerful Women in Israel Today

8 -16 March 2019

Israel Study Tour 
for women

We will study various better and lesser known 
women of the Bible, who have made an impact in 
the time they lived, and will also meet Jewish and 
Arab women in Israel who make a special 
contribution to society today. Women in Jerusalem, 
Bethlehem, Galilee, Tel Aviv and Rehovoth will give 
us an insight into their lives and activities.

Bible study, times of worship and prayer will make 
this an unforgettable tour! For further information, 
a detailed itinerary, or to make a booking, go to 
www.c4israel.org/tour-women
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Letters of the Aleph-bet: Tsade
The eighteenth letter of the aleph-bet is 
tsade. In the modern pronunciation, it 
represents a sharp ts-sound. A well-
known Hebrew word with tsade is tsaddik 
(righteous one). This letter is sometimes 
also called tsaddik, first attested in 
Yiddish. In the past, the tsade was often 
transliterated with z, hence, for example, 
the spelling Zion for the Hebrew Tsion.

The tsade has two shapes. At the end of a 
word, it is written with a downward tail, 
just like the kaph and the peh, whereas on 
other positions it has a flat bottom. 

In classic script, the tsade is provided 
with a small crown. In Talmudic 
tradition, the two forms symbolise that 
the tsaddik (righteous one), who is 
characterised by his humility and 
therefore is bent, in the end, will be put 
upright. 

The numerical value of tsade is ninety. 
Sarah was ninety years old when Isaac 
was born. In the Mishna tractate 
‘Teachings of the Fathers’ (Pirkei Avot 5:21) 
different age groups are characterised. A 
ninety-year-old is bent, it says. The body 

becomes weak. But when it is good, 
someone of that age has also come to 
bow down for God and become entirely 
dependent on Him. As a result, he lives 
very close to God. This is first and 
foremost expressed in the power of his 
prayer. 

“The righteous stand firm forever” (Proverbs 
10:25). The Hebrew word olam that is the 
translation for ‘forever’, also means world. 
You could also read Hebrew as: “The 
righteous are the foundation of the world.” 
The world is founded on, exists for the 

sake of the (36) righteous, who are hidden 
in every generation, according to Jewish 
tradition. 

“The righteous will live by his faith” 
(Habakkuk 2:4). Man is created in the 
image (Hebrew: tselem: tsade-lamed-mem) 
of God. The righteous one reflects the 
image of God. Emunah (faith) has the 
numerical value of 102. The numerical 
value of tsaddik is the double: 204. This 
represents two levels of believing: in God 
as the Source of creation, and in God 
who reveals Himself in His Torah. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

More than a year ago, the 
Jerusalem Foundation embarked 
on the ‘I’m Not Alone’ campaign 
to support Jerusalem’s Holocaust 
survivors.  

There are five branches of Café Europa 
day centres that allow participants to 
meet and bond with others who suffered 
the same tragedies during World War II. 

One may have expected a decrease in the 
demand for Café Europa over the years, 
yet the number of participants continues 
to grow, particularly among English 
speakers. The programme takes place at 
Beit Yehudit Community Center in the 
German Colony neighbourhood in 
Jerusalem where they served 165 Holocaust 
survivors in 2017, up from 100 in 2016. 

>> There is a reason 
for this 65% increase 

As Holocaust survivors get older, they face 
additional challenges and losses, such as 
losing a spouse or decreased physical and 
mental capacities. Their needs are often 
greater, but the available support systems 
are more limited. 

These new challenges add yet another 
layer of complexity to their unresolved 
grief from other traumatic experiences. 
Café Europa provides critical services to 
deal with these complex hardships.     

The Café Europa English Speakers Club 
provides a place to feel safe and 
understood. The group experience reduces 
the feeling of isolation and allows survivors 
to connect through retelling positive and 
negative experiences. Survivors can speak 
of what they gained, lost and then rebuilt, 
sometimes many times over. 

Music, lectures, cultural outings, lessions 
on survivors’ benefits and technology, 
coupled with Café Europa’s supportive 
environment, offer comfort and the 
freedom to process past experiences and 
their influence on their lives today. 

On a regular basis, between 20 - 35 
English speakers attend the Beit Yehudit 
Café Europa every week and the impact 
on their lives is evident through some of 
their recent comments:  

“Marilyn Lyons (singer) reminded me of my 
youth. After the camps, I wanted to dance, as 
those were the songs we danced and sang to.” 
Gerta Salon, an orphaned survivor. 

“The session you had on our benefits helped 
us financially. We got our hearing test for 
free!” Jane and Eric Tietz, German Jews 
who escaped Nazi-occupied Europe to 
Switzerland in 1941.

“The talk about technology was wonderful! I 
Facetimed my guide in Poland and my 

grandson in America at the same time!” 
Renna Quint, an orphaned survivor of 
Bergen Belsen. 

You can donate to Café Europa (Holocaust 
Survivors - “I’m not Alone”) by using the 
coupon on the back page.

‘I’m Not Alone’ Campaign Growing
By Ariella Bernstein, Jerusalem Foundation

A speaker at one of the weekly
Beit Yehudit Café Europa gatherings

To our friends of Christians for Israel, we 
want to thank you for your generous 
donation towards the 2018 summer 
programme at the Vacation Bible School.

A lot of children attended this unique 
programme. They thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves. Each morning when they 
arrived, they were very eager to see what 
had been prepared for them for that day.

The children were taught stories from the 
Bible; they memorised verses, coloured 
pictures, learned Christian songs, made 
crafts,  played games and enjoyed the 
refreshments they got each day. 

But the best part was when children 
invited the Lord into their hearts during 
the Bible class stories and were happy to 
ask questions. They were very excited, 

raising their hands up happily wanting 
their questions to be answered, and 
quoting verses they had learned. 

They learned how to pray, and continued 
to do so at home. 

One family joyfully told us: “Our children 
learned to pray before eating their meals and 
before going to bed to sleep. We were 
surprised to see them doing this at home, as 
we had never seen them do that before.”

Another family commented: “They 
returned home happy, singing and telling us 
what they learned that day”. 

It is victorious for us to see His Word 
being spread all around as we do His will!  
Glory to God for allowing us the chance 
to do so for His glory!

Christians for Israel supports Arab 
Christians through the First Baptist 
Church of Rev Naim Khoury. 

You can donate to the First Baptist Church 
Bethlehem by using the coupon on the 
back page.

The Summer Vacation Bible School
By Elvira & Pastor Naim Khoury, First Baptist Church Bethlehem

Photo Credit: flickr
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The summer months leading up to the 
Jewish New Year (9-10 September) have 
been busier than usual. Why? There are a 
number of factors why more and more 
Jews are leaving Ukraine. Firstly, the 
ongoing conflict of war in the East since 
March 2014 and the uncertain future. 
Two major Aliyah Fairs took place in Kiev 
in the spring and in Kharkov, which were 
visited by thousands of Jewish families. 

Numerous integration programmes, 
companies and organisations gave an 
expert explanation of what newcomers 
could expect. VIP visitor at the fair was 
Israeli Minister of Aliyah and integration, 
Sofa Landver (who made Aliyah from the 
former Soviet Union in 1979), who 
addressed the audience at the end. 

Another factor contributing to the 
choices that potential olim make is the 20 
Aliyah seminars, organised this year by 
Christians for Israel and JAFI (Jewish 
Agency for Israel) in small and large cities. 
And one must not underestimate the tens 
of thousands of olim who have already 
made Aliyah in recent years who inform 
their family and friends about their new 
homeland. Add to this rising nationalism 
and increasing anti-Semitism, and not 
surprisingly, the decision to leave for 
Israel becomes easier and is made quicker. 

>> Free Assistance
In Ukraine, we mainly provide free 
practical help. The Jewish families are 
grateful for that. We always explain what 
motivates us to do this work. It is the Lord 
Himself who calls the nations to bring His 
People home (Isaiah 49:22). 

>> Among them will 
be the blind and lame
Elderly and socially disadvantaged people 
are also welcome in Israel. But they have 
to be patient, because a special place must 
be found for them, as well as guidance, for 
example, Juliya! 

Ceded at birth by her Jewish 
mother, Juliya ended up in an 
orphanage. Many years later we 
received a phone call with the 
question: “Could you help Juliya?” 
That is what we are doing now. 
Every time we help an elderly or 
younger person in a wheelchair or a 
blind man on his way to Israel, the 
prophet Jeremiah reminds us what 
we see in Ukraine in our times (see 
Jeremiah 31:7-9). 

In short, it remains a challenge for us 
to be able to meet all the requests for 
help. Also in Israel, it is a challenge to 
give an average of 2500 
olim who are ‘coming 
home’ every month from 
the four corners of the 
earth, a new place to stay. 
Each trip with olim to an 
airport is very emotional 
as those who leave realise 
there is no turning back. 
We then have an 
excellent opportunity to 
share and comfort the 
Jewish families on their 
way home, telling them 
that many Christians in 
the nations are praying for 
them and support their return! 

A Small Exodus from Ukraine
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Ukraine
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Each person, young or 
old, is allowed to take 

up to 70kg with them to 
start a new life in 

Israel, hence why there 
are so many bags!
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The summer months leading up to the 
Jewish New Year (9-10 September) have 
been busier than usual. Why? There are a 
number of factors why more and more 
Jews are leaving Ukraine. Firstly, the 
ongoing conflict of war in the East since 
March 2014 and the uncertain future. 
Two major Aliyah Fairs took place in Kiev 
in the spring and in Kharkov, which were 
visited by thousands of Jewish families. 

Numerous integration programmes, 
companies and organisations gave an 
expert explanation of what newcomers 
could expect. VIP visitor at the fair was 
Israeli Minister of Aliyah and integration, 
Sofa Landver (who made Aliyah from the 
former Soviet Union in 1979), who 
addressed the audience at the end. 

Another factor contributing to the 
choices that potential olim make is the 20 
Aliyah seminars, organised this year by 
Christians for Israel and JAFI (Jewish 
Agency for Israel) in small and large cities. 
And one must not underestimate the tens 
of thousands of olim who have already 
made Aliyah in recent years who inform 
their family and friends about their new 
homeland. Add to this rising nationalism 
and increasing anti-Semitism, and not 
surprisingly, the decision to leave for 
Israel becomes easier and is made quicker. 

>> Free Assistance
In Ukraine, we mainly provide free 
practical help. The Jewish families are 
grateful for that. We always explain what 
motivates us to do this work. It is the Lord 
Himself who calls the nations to bring His 
People home (Isaiah 49:22). 

>> Among them will 
be the blind and lame
Elderly and socially disadvantaged people 
are also welcome in Israel. But they have 
to be patient, because a special place must 
be found for them, as well as guidance, for 
example, Juliya! 

Ceded at birth by her Jewish 
mother, Juliya ended up in an 
orphanage. Many years later we 
received a phone call with the 
question: “Could you help Juliya?” 
That is what we are doing now. 
Every time we help an elderly or 
younger person in a wheelchair or a 
blind man on his way to Israel, the 
prophet Jeremiah reminds us what 
we see in Ukraine in our times (see 
Jeremiah 31:7-9). 

In short, it remains a challenge for us 
to be able to meet all the requests for 
help. Also in Israel, it is a challenge to 
give an average of 2500 
olim who are ‘coming 
home’ every month from 
the four corners of the 
earth, a new place to stay. 
Each trip with olim to an 
airport is very emotional 
as those who leave realise 
there is no turning back. 
We then have an 
excellent opportunity to 
share and comfort the 
Jewish families on their 
way home, telling them 
that many Christians in 
the nations are praying for 
them and support their return! 

A Small Exodus from Ukraine
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Ukraine

October 2018 
Tishrei - Cheshvan - Kislev 5779

Each person, young or 
old, is allowed to take 

up to 70kg with them to 
start a new life in 

Israel, hence why there 
are so many bags!
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