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This is the fifth instalment of a 
longer article written by German 
theologian and journalist Johannes 
Gerlofff on Psalm 2. The full text of 
the article, including extensive 
footnotes, can be found at 
www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

“Then He shall speak to them in His 
wrath. In his fury He will terrify 
them.” Psalm 2:5

While the Jewish interpreters of Scripture 
have no problem understanding the 
meaning of these words, Martin Luther 

igets tangled up at this point.  Obviously, 
the reformer pushes his limits with the 
one-dimensional Christian interpretation 
of Psalm 2, focusing exclusively on the 
suffering, crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He asks, “But 
when did He speak to them in His anger, 
or in what did His anger express itself?” 
Luther considered that these words could 
have been said: “about the Roman army.” 
But then he completely misses out the 
possibility that the Romans or their vassal 
king Herod could have drawn the wrath 
of God upon themselves for having 
executed Jesus. It was actually the Roman 
occupiers who were responsible for the 
sentencing of Jesus. And they executed in 
a way typical for the Roman judicial 
system, namely as crucifixion. 

If Jesus had been executed by Jews in a 
Jewish way, he would have died by 
stoning, such as Stephen (Acts 7:45).

Luther reveals in this context how biased 
his interpretation of Scripture is by his 
anti-Jewish perspective. He concludes 
here in verse 5, “But the Jews, when they 
were devastated and slain by the Romans, 
He terrified them by the onset of fear 
eternally.” The German reformer thought 
he had to remind his readers at this point: 
“Now see the register of horrible 
punishments prepared for the murderers 
of Christ.” To conclude then: “No 
creature, not even God Himself, is 
inclined to them.”

But back to our text. Being emotionally 
charged in such a way, what does God say? 
What is His message to the nations? “I have 
set My king on Zion, the mountain of My 
holiness.” (Psalm 2:6). The British scholar 
Derek Kidner sees at this point, “this is the 

iineglected voice that has the final say.”   

First of all, Psalm 2:6 states: God is the 
One who appoints the rulers of this world 
and removes them. This was recognised 
by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar 
who confessed to the Jewish Prophet 
Daniel: “Your God is a God over all gods 
and a Lord over all kings” (Daniel 2:47). At 
the same time, the Prophet Ezekiel (17:24) 
testifies in his rich pictorial language, 
portraying the power of the world as 

trees: “All the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the Lord: I humiliate the lofty 
tree. I raise up the humble tree. I cause the 
fresh tree to wither and the dry tree to 
flourish. I, the Lord, speak and do it.”

Even before the Babylonian exile, the God 
of Israel had emerged as the actual engine 
of all ethnic migrations. He had the 
Prophet Amos (9:7) aligned: “Are you not 
like the sons of the Cushites, you sons of 
Israel? Did not I bring Israel up out of the 
land of Egypt, just like the Philistines 
from Kaftor and the Syrians from Kir?” 
Moses already knew that “the Most High 
gives the nations their inheritance,” and

 “sets the boundaries of the peoples” 
(Deuteronomy 32:8). | Photo: Lightstock

Footnotes:
i For the following compare Johann Georg Walch (hg.), 
Dr. Martin Luthers Sämtliche Schriften. Vierter Band. 
Auslegung des Alten Testaments (Fortsetzung). 
Auslegung über die Psalmen (Groß Oesingen: Verlag der 
Lutherischen Buchhandlung Heinrich Harms, 2. Auflage, 
1880-1910), 265-267.
ii Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72. An Introduction & 
Commentary, TOTC (Leicester/England and Downers 
Grove, Illinois/USA: Inter-Varsity, 1973), 51.

Johannes Gerloff (1963) is a German 
theologian, journalist and Bible 
teacher who has lived in Jerusalem 
for over 20 years. 

Dreadfully Direct  Psalm 2, Part 4b
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author

In October, the Israeli Government 
Press Office hosted the second ever 
Christian Media Summit in Jerusalem. 
Just like last year’s inaugural Summit, 
it was a hugely significant and 
important event for every Christian 
media person represented. 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu officially 
opened the event and welcomed us very 
warmly and recognised that he was 
among friends. He acknowledged that 
many Christians around the world are 
some of the best friends the nation of 
Israel has and he also acknowledged just 
how important our role is in presenting 
the truth. In fact, PM Netanyahu gave us 
one main mission: the mission to tell the 
truth. 

In his opening address to us, PM 
Netanyahu said, “I think people have to 
tell the truth. You are ambassadors of 
truth. You’re not merely the greatest 
ambassadors that Israel has around the 
world; you’re champions of truth. If 
there’s one thing that I can ask you to do, 
it’s to tell the truth. Tell the truth about 
our history, tell the truth about our 
present, tell the truth about who wants 
peace, and who doesn’t want peace.” 

We live in a world that has redefined so 
many things from marriage, social justice, 
morality, ethics and even whether a baby 
in the womb is worthy of life! Ultimately, 
at the heart of all these redefinitions is 
the redefinition of truth. 

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” 

Little did he know, Jesus actually gave the 
answer to that very question the previous 
night, shortly before His arrest. He was 
praying for His disciples, and asked the 
Father to: “Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Of course, 
we also know that if you know the truth, 
it’s going to set you free (John 8:32).

During the Summit we heard from men 
and women involved in high tech. We 
heard from media personalities, the IDF, 
politicians, religious leaders, the 
entertainment industry and even farmers 
and educators. We saw demonstrated 
visually, the widening gap between those 
on the left and right and the monumental 
task of bringing understanding and 
balance between those two extremes. 

We see the same thing in our own 
nations, and the reason the gap is so vast 
is truth is now relative and preferential. 

The overall message from the Summit for 
every Christian broadcaster present was 
the necessity to return home and use our 
media resources, to tell the truth. It’s 
patently clear that the majority of secular 
media outlets are agenda driven, more 
often than not with an agenda that is 
hostile to Israel. As Christians in the 
media, we need to tell the truth of the 
reality of life on the ground in Israel to 
combat the litany of lies and falsehoods.

Truth is under attack, but truth will set 
people free, and that’s our commitment.

Christian Media Summit 2018
By Mandy Worby, Christians for Israel Australia

Christian Media Summit attendees outside the KnessetPM Benjamin Netanyahu opening the Christian Media Summit 2018
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“Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees” (Luke 21:29)

When Jesus was teaching His disciples 
about the signs of His coming and the 
‘end of the age’, He explained that many 
difficult things would happen in the 
world and the church before He comes 
again. Amongst other things, ‘nations will 
rise against nations’ and ‘kingdoms 
against kingdoms’. It is remarkable how 
often Jesus refers to the nations when 
describing the last days in Luke 21 and 
Matthew 24. It seems He wanted to 
emphasise the prominent role the nations 
will take in the last days.

In Luke’s account of this conversation, in 
Luke 21, he records that Jesus told His 
disciples to “look at the fig tree and all the 
trees”. In the Old Testament, trees were 
symbolic of the nations. Jesus was saying 
that the greatest sign of His coming will 
be the trees sprouting their leaves – 
nations coming to life and bearing fruit 
after the long winter months. 

This suggests a period in which the 
nations of the world come to life and 
become mature. 

The most important tree, however, will be 
the fig tree that will become tender and 
spread its leaves. The fig tree symbolised 
the national identity of Israel. The fig tree 
coming to life, therefore, represented the 
nation of Israel being restored. Jesus’ 
words no doubt reminded His disciples of 
His prophetic act earlier in the week, 
when he encountered a fig tree that did 
not bear fruit and declared: “May you 
never bear fruit again!” (Matthew 21:19).  
At the end of days, the fig tree that 
withered and was cursed, will come to life.

We are living in the generation that sees 
the nations coming to life. It is exactly 100 
years since World War I ended - a war in 
which millions of young soldiers were 
killed in the trenches in Europe and the 
Middle East. Many more were injured, and 
societies were destroyed. In many ways 
WWI was a watershed, that ushered in a 
new and bloody era in world history. But 
it also laid the foundations for the modern 
community of nations as we know them, 
as well as the revival of the fig tree. 

The Allied Powers (Great Britain, France, 
Italy, United States and Japan) had taken 
over control of the whole of the Middle 
East, southern Europe and northern 
Africa following the collapse of the 
Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Turkish 
Ottoman Empires. At the Paris Peace 
Conference, they decided to establish the 
League of Nations, and help the nations 
that had been under foreign occupation to 
achieve self-determination. This resulted 
ultimately in the creation during the 
course of the 20th century of modern 
states in Africa such as Rwanda and 
Cameroon, in the Pacific Islands such as 

Nauru and Samoa, and in the Middle East, 
Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Israel. 

Most importantly, the League of Nations 
laid the foundation for the creation, in 
1948, of the Jewish State of Israel. In 1920, 

the nations adopted the Balfour 
Declaration, which spoke of the 
reconstitution of the Jewish homeland - 
thereby fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy about 
the fig tree. 

Before that decision could be properly 
executed, however, one final attempt was 
made to destroy the fig tree completely. It 
nearly succeeded, as over half the Jewish 
population of Europe was brutally 
extinguished in the Shoah. 

After WWII, it was time to create real and 
lasting peace between the nations. The 
next few years saw the birth of the United 
Nations, and the emergence of many new 
nations from the colonial regimes of the 
European powers in Africa, Asia and the 
Americas. There were 51 member states of 
the UN on its founding in 1945; the vast 
majority of the current 193 member states 
of the United Nations were created 
during the last 70 years.

These nations are organised as sovereign 
states under international law. The 
modern nation-state, however, was 
essentially a European idea intended to 
achieve the balance of powers between 
competing kingdoms in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. It is not necessarily the most 
appropriate way of organising infant 
nations. Many states today are marked by 
a lack of democratic institutions, as well 
as internal chaos and external conflicts 
with their neighbours. Over recent 
decades certain religions and ideologies 
have sought to impose their ideological or 
military will on the minority. Many are 
now rejecting the notions of sovereignty 
and nationalism as outdated, to be 
replaced by multilateral structures in the 
hope that this will lead to peace and 
security. This is of course an illusion, for it 
ignores man’s fallen nature. The stage is 

clearly being set for a “strong man” to 
emerge, who will use these new global 
structures and systems to unite the 
dominant religions and ideologies in the 
promise of establishing a new world order. 

At the centre of all of this is the 
miraculous revival of the fig tree – the re-
emergence of the Jewish nation, their 
restoration to the land and the 
establishment of the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Jewish Festivals
Sigd - Ethiopian Jewish holiday occurring 50 
days after Yom Kippur
7 November 2018

Hanukkah - The Jewish festival of 
rededication (Festival of Lights)
3-10 December 2018

Rosh Chodesh - Beginning of new Hebrew 
month of Kislev
8 December 2018

Asara B'Tevet - Fast commemorating the 
siege of Jerusalem
18 December 2018
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Prayer Points
By Pieter Bénard 

Christians for 
Israel Prayer 
Coordinator

ISRAEL

Ÿ Pray for the protection of Israel’s 
coastline. The marine commandos are 
responsible for security on the 
beaches and monitor all boats 
approaching or leaving Israel.

Ÿ Pray for protection for the Jewish 
residents of Judea and Samaria. Pray 
for talks and peace with the 
Palestinian Authority and for a 
solution to the current impasse on 
who can live where. Pray that the 
Biblical promises will be fulfilled.

Ÿ Give thanks for the miracle of the 
State of Israel’s founding and continued 
existence. The hostility is unbelievably 
fierce, both visible and invisible. We can 
see the hand of our heavenly Father in 
this miracle every day.

Ÿ Give thanks for the Word of God. 
The return of the Jewish people to the 
Promised Land is like a prophetic 
stone thrown into a global river. The 
ripples that it causes touch every 
country, reach the ends of the earth, 
and are undeniable!

INTERCESSION AND 
THANKSGIVING

Ÿ Pray for the elderly Jews in Ukraine 
who often live in loneliness in small 
villages, especially now winter is 
coming, and they are barely able to 
leave their houses. Give thanks that 
we are able to visit them and have the 
opportunity to encourage them by 
distributing food parcels.

Ÿ Give thanks that we can look for 
the coming/return of the Messiah and 
all that goes along with it together 
with the Jewish people (Isaiah 2:1-5, 
Revelation 22:1-5).

Ÿ Pray for the Christian 
denominations in all of their diversity 
for perspective when it comes to 
Israel. Pray that the Church will 
understand that although the 
Holocaust sped things up, the State of 
Israel came into being as the 
fulfilment of God’s prophetic Word

CHRISTIANS FOR ISRAEL

Ÿ Please pray for the staff and 
volunteers of Christians for Israel 
around the world. ‘Whatever you do, 
work at it with all your heart, as 
working for the Lord, not for human 
masters, since you know that you will 
receive an inheritance from the Lord 
as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving.’ (Colossians 3:23,24).

Ÿ Please pray for the bi-monthly 
newspaper ‘Israel and Christians Today’ 
and the websites of Christians for Israel. 
Pray that news about Israel will be 
clearly explained in the context of the 
Bible and vice versa: the Bible explained 
in the context of current events.

For daily Prayer Points, go to our 
website: www.c4israel.com.au

By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International

“Look at the Fig Tree”

At the end of days, the fig tree 
that withered and was cursed 
will come to life.



“Look at the fig tree and all the 
trees” (Luke 21:29)

When Jesus was teaching His disciples 
about the signs of His coming and the 
‘end of the age’, He explained that many 
difficult things would happen in the 
world and the church before He comes 
again. Amongst other things, ‘nations will 
rise against nations’ and ‘kingdoms 
against kingdoms’. It is remarkable how 
often Jesus refers to the nations when 
describing the last days in Luke 21 and 
Matthew 24. It seems He wanted to 
emphasise the prominent role the nations 
will take in the last days.

In Luke’s account of this conversation, in 
Luke 21, he records that Jesus told His 
disciples to “look at the fig tree and all the 
trees”. In the Old Testament, trees were 
symbolic of the nations. Jesus was saying 
that the greatest sign of His coming will 
be the trees sprouting their leaves – 
nations coming to life and bearing fruit 
after the long winter months. 

This suggests a period in which the 
nations of the world come to life and 
become mature. 

The most important tree, however, will be 
the fig tree that will become tender and 
spread its leaves. The fig tree symbolised 
the national identity of Israel. The fig tree 
coming to life, therefore, represented the 
nation of Israel being restored. Jesus’ 
words no doubt reminded His disciples of 
His prophetic act earlier in the week, 
when he encountered a fig tree that did 
not bear fruit and declared: “May you 
never bear fruit again!” (Matthew 21:19).  
At the end of days, the fig tree that 
withered and was cursed, will come to life.

We are living in the generation that sees 
the nations coming to life. It is exactly 100 
years since World War I ended - a war in 
which millions of young soldiers were 
killed in the trenches in Europe and the 
Middle East. Many more were injured, and 
societies were destroyed. In many ways 
WWI was a watershed, that ushered in a 
new and bloody era in world history. But 
it also laid the foundations for the modern 
community of nations as we know them, 
as well as the revival of the fig tree. 

The Allied Powers (Great Britain, France, 
Italy, United States and Japan) had taken 
over control of the whole of the Middle 
East, southern Europe and northern 
Africa following the collapse of the 
Austro-Hungarian and Ottoman Turkish 
Ottoman Empires. At the Paris Peace 
Conference, they decided to establish the 
League of Nations, and help the nations 
that had been under foreign occupation to 
achieve self-determination. This resulted 
ultimately in the creation during the 
course of the 20th century of modern 
states in Africa such as Rwanda and 
Cameroon, in the Pacific Islands such as 

Nauru and Samoa, and in the Middle East, 
Iraq, Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and Israel. 

Most importantly, the League of Nations 
laid the foundation for the creation, in 
1948, of the Jewish State of Israel. In 1920, 

the nations adopted the Balfour 
Declaration, which spoke of the 
reconstitution of the Jewish homeland - 
thereby fulfilling Jesus’ prophecy about 
the fig tree. 

Before that decision could be properly 
executed, however, one final attempt was 
made to destroy the fig tree completely. It 
nearly succeeded, as over half the Jewish 
population of Europe was brutally 
extinguished in the Shoah. 

After WWII, it was time to create real and 
lasting peace between the nations. The 
next few years saw the birth of the United 
Nations, and the emergence of many new 
nations from the colonial regimes of the 
European powers in Africa, Asia and the 
Americas. There were 51 member states of 
the UN on its founding in 1945; the vast 
majority of the current 193 member states 
of the United Nations were created 
during the last 70 years.

These nations are organised as sovereign 
states under international law. The 
modern nation-state, however, was 
essentially a European idea intended to 
achieve the balance of powers between 
competing kingdoms in the 17th and 18th 
centuries. It is not necessarily the most 
appropriate way of organising infant 
nations. Many states today are marked by 
a lack of democratic institutions, as well 
as internal chaos and external conflicts 
with their neighbours. Over recent 
decades certain religions and ideologies 
have sought to impose their ideological or 
military will on the minority. Many are 
now rejecting the notions of sovereignty 
and nationalism as outdated, to be 
replaced by multilateral structures in the 
hope that this will lead to peace and 
security. This is of course an illusion, for it 
ignores man’s fallen nature. The stage is 

clearly being set for a “strong man” to 
emerge, who will use these new global 
structures and systems to unite the 
dominant religions and ideologies in the 
promise of establishing a new world order. 

At the centre of all of this is the 
miraculous revival of the fig tree – the re-
emergence of the Jewish nation, their 
restoration to the land and the 
establishment of the city of Jerusalem. 

 

Jewish Festivals
Sigd - Ethiopian Jewish holiday occurring 50 
days after Yom Kippur
7 November 2018

Hanukkah - The Jewish festival of 
rededication (Festival of Lights)
3-10 December 2018

Rosh Chodesh - Beginning of new Hebrew 
month of Kislev
8 December 2018

Asara B'Tevet - Fast commemorating the 
siege of Jerusalem
18 December 2018

Christians for Israel
Mission Statement

Our mission is to bring Biblical 
understanding in the Church and among the 
nations concerning God's purposes for Israel 

and to promote comfort of Israel through 
prayer and action.

News Team | Contact Details
INTERNATIONAL EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 

Andrew Tucker | atucker@c4israel.org

MANAGING EDITOR 
Cathy Coldicutt

Ph: +64 21 277 9198 | newspaper@c4israel.org

INTERNATIONAL EDITORIAL TEAM 
Andrew Tucker, Cathy Coldicutt, Ian Worby,       

Bryce Turner, Marloes van Westing, Rita Quartel, 
Marijke Terlouw and Marie-Louise Weissenböck 

INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATIONS MANAGER
Marloes van Westing | international@c4israel.org

Scripture references: THE HOLY BIBLE,                  
NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION®, NIV®      

Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.®   
Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

Editorial December 2018 
Kislev - Tevet 5779

02

Prayer Points
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By Andrew Tucker, International Editor, Christians for Israel International
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The rows in the auditorium built with 
Jerusalem stone, slowly began filling 
with guests, their excited faces and 
hushed voices demonstrating that to 
them, this was no ordinary event. 
They took their seats and waited with 
anticipation for the evening to begin.

All those present knew that the deep 
meaning of this evening’s celebration, the 
entire reason for it to take place, with 
such diverse guests coming together in 
friendship, could only be truly understood 
through the eyes of faith. And for those 
who viewed it that way, it was quite 
simply a miracle. 

The evening was about to celebrate Israel: 
70 years of Independence and 70 years of 
Aliyah. Years in which the small, scattered 
and weak Jewish people who just three 
years earlier suffered the Holocaust, the 
worst human catastrophe that the Jewish 
people, the world, has ever known, 
returned to their ancient homeland to be 
established as a modern state, the state of 
the Jewish people. 

With all the struggles, wars and ongoing 
security threats, it is innovation, growth 
and a pioneering spirit that has prevailed 
in Israel for the past 70 years. Many will 
agree that the greatest blessing of all is the 
ingathering of the exiles, the return of 
over 3 million Jews back home. Jews are 
speaking over 30 languages and coming 
from over 100 countries in all four corners 
of the earth. Coming home to a state that 
is proudly saying: Never Again! Never will 
a Jewish person be persecuted, need to 
seek refuge, or wish to return home and 
the doors will be closed. The doors will 
always remain open.

And so, though the auditorium can 
typically welcome only some 200 guests, 
this evening it welcomed nearly 400. Who 
were they? 

Ÿ 200 singers and leaders of the
magnificent Holland Choir, who travelled
from the Netherlands to raise their voices
in songs of prayer and praise and to give
encouragement. The choir was joined by
the inspiring world-class Jewish prayer
leader, the Chazan Simon Cohen;

Ÿ 50 leaders of Christians for Israel, a
worldwide Christian organisation
representing over 100,000 Christians who
pray for the peace of Jerusalem and give
from their typically modest income to
provide the Jewish people with practical
and much-needed support;

Ÿ 80 Israeli friends and partners of
Christians for Israel, including leaders of
various Israeli organisations including
The Jewish Agency for Israel and Keren
Hayesod (UIA) who together with
Christians for Israel, hosted the event;

Ÿ And most importantly, over 70 new
olim, new Israelis. Olim who had arrived
in Israel for the most part in recent weeks
and even just a few days earlier. The new
pioneers, who like Abraham millennia
ago, left everything known to them
behind to come to this new land. Their
Aliyah to Israel is a blessing to them as
well as a blessing to Israel. These 70 olim
were symbolic of the 70 years of Israel and
in fact, represented the nearly 30,000
olim who through the Jewish Agency,
found their way home in the past year,
coming from nearly 40 countries around
the world. The evening was to honour,
encourage and bless them.

Many of these olim came home 
specifically thanks to the direct support of 
Christians for Israel. Indeed, together, we 
are bringing the Jewish people back home. 
And while for some Aliyah is the 
fulfilment of a dream, for others, it is like 
waking up from a nightmare. For all, it is 
starting a new life in Israel.

As we were singing and celebrating, all 
those present deeply understood that 
Aliyah doesn’t just happen. It requires 
Jewish education, encouragement, 
guidance, preparation and of course a 
promise that with all the difficulties, life 
in Israel will be good, and the olim might 
be assuredly planted in this land.

Christians for Israel are working with us 
at the Jewish Agency every step of the 
way! Support, which is given through 
Keren Hayesod, is directed to many global 
efforts. In Ukraine this includes operating 
summer camps, and holding day and 
weekend Aliyah seminars. Also, with 

Jewish Agency dedicated emissaries on the 
ground serving with the Christians for 
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70 Years of Aliyah Short News

If there is one thing that cannot be 
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placed fourth worldwide as fastest 
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Embassy Moving?
The Australian Prime Minister has 
stated his intention to consider having 
the Australian embassy moved from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. A decision will 
need to be made by the Australian 
government. It is not clear as to when 
this issue will be debated by the 
Australian Parliament.  
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The Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) 
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underpasses the Gaza strip about two 
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The IDF succeeded in tracking down 
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Tourism Judea and 
Samaria is Growing

The Jewish Agency awarded Christians for Israel a certificate of honour 
celebrating the 70th anniversary of the State of Israel and 70 years Aliyah 

The 70 new olim receive a memento for their Aliyah to Israel
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was reborn in 1948. A true miracle. 
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articles, inspiring interviews, photos, facts, 
time-lines and much more. A 'must have' for 

everyone who loves to know more about Israel.
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The Christians for Israel Team in 
Brazil launched a tour through the 
North East of Brazil under the 
leadership of Pastor Val Nogueira. 
There were eight meetings in total, 
which took almost eight months to 
organise. The meetings were 
wonderful and very blessed. 

At the office of the National Bible Society 
of Brazil in Recife, we held a meeting with 
pastors. The leader of the Bible Society 
was so impressed by the mission of 
Christians for Israel that he offered the 
Brazilian team full cooperation for future 
meetings with pastors. 

The Christians for Israel Brazil National 
Forum was held in the State Department 
building in the city of Natal. The Israeli 
Ambassador, Mr Yossi Avraham Shelley 
attended the meeting. Being 
overwhelmed by the message and the 
attitude of friendship and love from the 
Christians for Israel team the Ambassador 
offered to be present and speak at 
whatever conference Christians for Israel 
is going to organise in Brazil. Also State 
Congress member, Dr Albert Dickson and 
his wife Dr Carla Dickson attended the 
Forum and spoke beautiful words. 

In the city hall of Extremoz, we had a 
meeting with the mayor, Mr Joaz Oliviera 

Mendes da Silva. He expressed his 
personal faith in the Lord and quoted 
from the Bible. He emphasised his 
willingness to be part of Christians for 
Israel and to cooperate with us. It was a 
heartwarming experience to listen to a 
speech from a politician that was so full of 
faith and belief. 

Alongside these meetings with an official 
character, there were also meetings in 
several churches in the North East. It was 
wonderful to see how many young people 
attended these meetings about Israel. In 
the city of Senhor do Bonfim more than 
200 young people attended a meeting on 
a Saturday evening. The next morning 
before the start of the church service they 
were invited to ask questions of the 
Christians for Israel speakers. More than 
40 young people seized the opportunity to 
do so. Even a delay in starting the church 
service did not stop us answering all their 
questions. It was amazing to witness such 
an interest in Israel by so many young 
people. 

Christians for Israel speakers at all those 
meetings were Pastor Val Nogueira, Pastor 
Vincent, Conrado Lumahan and myself. 

It was a wonderful and heartwarming 
experience to meet so many Brazilian 
Christians and to see their enthusiastic 
reception of the message. God has really 

blessed this wonderful tour and opened a 
lot of doors in Brazil for Christians for 
Israel. 

A lot of work and follow up lies ahead of 
the Christians for Israel team in Brazil. 
But the team is in good hands. I admire 
Pastor Val Nogueira and the team with 

lovely and dedicated people around her. 
May the Lord bless Val and her team and 
all the people who heard the message 
about God’s everlasting faith to Israel and 
the Jewish people. 

Christian for Israel’s Brazilian Tour
By Rev Cornelis Kant, Executive Director, Christians for Israel International

From left to right: Cornelis Kant (C4I International), Conrado Lumahan (C4I Philippines), 
Reginaldo S Balduino Melo (Northeast Pastor), Fábio Vincente da Silva (City Assembly President), 
Yossi Avram Shelley (Israel Ambassador to Brazil), Joaz Mendes de Oliveira (Mayor of Extremoz-RN), 
Pr Vincent Neto (Director of Northeast), Pr Ejon Torquato (Northeast), Pr Gilson Melo (C4I Brazil treasurer), 
Pr Marione Melo (C4I Brazil, Director of Development & Relations)

From 8 to 10 November 2018 more 
than 1200 people participated in the 
3rd Israel and the Church Congress in 
Berlin. The theme chosen was “Your 
Kingdom come. Israel and the Church 
as light for the nations”.

In his introduction, Harald Eckert, 
Chairman of Christians for Israel 
Germany, emphasised that the Lord’s 
Prayer, ‘Your kingdom come’ is a ‘deeply 
Jewish prayer request’. It requests that the 
Son of David comes to the city of David - 
Jerusalem - sits on the throne of David 
and establishes the Kingdom of Peace of 
God. Thus, the Kingdom of God is not 

only something spiritual but also has an 
external dimension for Israel with a 
Jewish perspective. 

This clearly emerges from Acts 1, where it 
is reported that Jesus taught the disciples 
about the Kingdom of God for 40 days 
and that they finally asked Him when He 
will restore the kingdom to Israel (1,6). So, 
according to Harald Eckert, an inner and 
an outer dimension belong to the 
Kingdom of God, both of which are 
closely connected.

Joela Krüger, Sister of Mary, emphasised 
the close connection between Christians 
and Jews: Jesus Christ is not only the King 

of Kings but also the King of the Jews, as it 
was written on the cross: ‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, the King of Jews’. But 
Christianity left this title ‘on the cross’ 
instead of elevating it to an honorary title. 
Regarding all efforts promoting the unity 
of the Church, Sister Joela stated: “It must 
be said: We belong to the God of Israel!”

An act of repentance, addressing the guilt 
of the German and Christian Church 
towards the Jewish people, was led by 
Harald Eckert, Sister Joela and other 
speakers.  

The programme included further lectures, 
reports on Aliyah, a Shabbat celebration, 

an evening commemorating the 80th 
anniversary of the Reichspogromnacht (a 
pogrom against Jews throughout Nazi 
Germany on 9–10 November 1938), short 
presentations of Israel organisations and 
times of worship. 40 organisations had 
information booths in the foyer. 

The Congress had been organised by the 
Christian Forum for Israel (CFFI), an 
umbrella organisation of more than 20 
Israel organisations in Germany, 
including Christians for Israel Germany.     
| Photos: Jason Terschüren

Israel & the Church Congress: Berlin
By Joachim Kudlek, Editor Israel & Christians Today Germany

Harald Eckert, Chairman of Christians for Israel Germany 
delivering his opening speech

View of the hall where the ‘3rd Israel and the Church Congress’ took place, where approximately 
40 Israel-organisations set up their information booths
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In this article, Rev Henk Poot 
continues his journey through Judea 
and Samaria - the Biblical Heartland.

>> Shechem
We started our journey through the 
Biblical heartland in the north, at Itamar, 
where the mountains of Ephraim pass 
into the mountains of Menashe. To the 
west of the enormous valley, lie the 
mountains of Gerizim and Ebal, with the 
city of Shechem nestled between them.

Nowadays it is an Arabic city called 
Nablus. There is a big refugee camp that is 
still artificially maintained by the 
Palestinian Authority because with money 
from the UN a whole new neighbourhood 
has been built in the city - but that is a 
different story.

>> Famous or 
Infamous
In the Bible, Shechem is famous or more 
accurately: infamous. In the Talmud 

you can read the following: ‘Shechem was 
a place for evil; in Shechem, Dinah was 
raped; Joseph was sold by his brothers in 
Shechem, and in Shechem, the kingdom 
of the house of Israel was divided’ 
(Sanhedrin 102a). Others add that the sons 
of Jacob while travelling from Haran, 
buried their idols there and that the well 

of father Jacob and the tomb of Joseph are 
located in Shechem.

And there is more to tell: about 
Abimelech for instance, the son of Gideon 
who settled in Shechem and led a reign of 
terror over Israel from there. He killed all 
his brothers, but one of them, Jotham, 
escaped. In Judges 9 the story is told how 
he stood on Mt Gerizim addressing the 
citizens of Shechem with his notorious 
fable: When the trees were once searching 
for a king, no one wanted to have the 
position. Not the fig tree nor the olive 
tree. Neither of them wanted to give up 
their oil or their sweetness to hover over 
the other trees. In the end, they chose the 
thorn bush: Abimelech. 

>> Joseph’s Tomb 

In Shechem, the kingdom of Israel was 
indeed divided, in the time of Jeroboam 
and Rehoboam, the son of Solomon. It 
was a terrible low in the history of God’s 
people. The ten tribes of the Northern 
Kingdom would even wage war against 
Judah and Benjamin until they were taken 
into exile by Assyria and from there would 
be scattered among the nations.  

In Shechem, the tomb of Joseph is located. 
This explains why devout Jews built their 
villages here. Praying at a tomb can only be 
done at certain times with an army escort. 
And sometimes not at all, because the 

tomb has been destroyed. This happened a 
few years ago when Arabs turned a 
sanctuary into a donkey stable. A salient 
detail of this unpleasant situation was the 
memories it evoked to a story from the 
Bible. The son of the king, Shechem, once 
raped Dinah the daughter of Jacob, after 
which Levi and Simeon killed all the men 
of Shechem. The name of that king, mind 
you, was: Chamor (donkey!). 

>> Son of Joseph
I often visit near the site of Joseph’s tomb, 
in the so-called ‘soldiers café’, where 
soldiers sit in front of the television with 
coke after their patrol of the 
neighbourhood. I stand outside the café 
and l look around thinking: this is where 
Jesus was. Close to the field of Joseph He 
had that special encounter with the 
Samaritan woman, at Jacob’s well. She 
pointed him to the sanctuary of her people 
at the Gerizim and Jesus revealed who He 
was. His disciples were buying bread and 
heard that the fields were ripe for harvest 
(John 4). It is an encounter that is so 
reminiscent of the history of Joseph: the 
bread, the fields of grain, the well, the 
revelation: It is me! Jesus, the Son of Joseph, 
walked here and I never imagined the 
surroundings looked like this: the 
mountains, the hills and the valley where 
the farmers are still growing their grain.

View the Bible through a Lens 
By Rev Henk Poot, Christians for Israel Netherlands
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Short News

A survey has been conducted amongst 
the Israeli population about what they 
think of the President of The United 
States. President Trump finds favour in 
the eyes of 69 per cent of the Israeli 
population. But that doesn’t make 
Trump the most popular American 
President ever in the eyes of the Israeli 
people. Obama could count on the 
approval of 71 per cent of the 
population and George W. Bush on   
83 per cent. 

Religion Makes 
Happy

A religious upbringing seems to 
attribute to a person’s happiness in a 
positive way. This was shown by a 
survey published in the American 
Journal of Epidemiology. The 
researchers found that children that 
grow up with religious customs have a 
better physical and mental health 
when they age and stand less change 
of depression and the use of tobacco 
and drugs. | Photo: Flash90 

Looted Art on 
Display
Works of art stolen during the 
Holocaust by the Nazis from their 
Jewish owners will be on display in a 
unique exhibition. For the first time 
there is an exhibition of looted art in 
Israel. According to MK and Minister 
of Social Equality Gila Gamliel the 
subject is of major importance. “It is 
the first step and an important phase 
in returning the works of art to their 
Jewish owners. It is the heritage of the 
Jewish people.” Minister Gamliel hopes 
that in this way the owners of the 
works of art can be traced.  

Fuel for Gaza

For months terrorists from Gaza have 
scorched the Israeli border with arson 
attacks. But Israel wouldn’t be Israel if 
it didn’t recognise the difficult 
circumstances the Gazans are in 
through Hamas. Electricity is available 
only a few hours a day. Therefore 
Israel supplies fuel to Gaza again, paid 
for by Qatar. | Photo: Flash90 

Israel Supports
Trump

Fields with yellow grain near Shechem
| Photo: Mrbrefast/CC3.0 Wikimedia Commons

Aerial photo of modern Nablus, showing how the valley is positioned between 
Ebal (left) and Gerizim (right). | Photo: ramixz/CC3.0 Wikimedia Commons

The tomb of Joseph (the building with the dome) is nowadays located 
in between modern buildings. | Photo: CC4.0 Wikimedia Commons
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The following infographic shows how 
many Jews live around the world 
according to official figures. It also 
contains an overview of how many 
Jews went to Israel in the past 
decade. 

For 2017 we specified the number of 
Jews leaving from certain countries. 
These figures do need some 
explanation. 

>> Massive Return? 

There were times when Jews from around 
the world went to the Promised Land in 
great numbers. One such time was shortly 
after the establishment of the State of 
Israel. Jews living in Arab countries no 
longer felt safe to remain after the Arab 
world turned against Israel and numerous 
Jewish communities in Arab lands. The 
collapse of the Soviet Union led to a 

stream of hundreds of thousands of Jews 
to Israel. The communist regime had 
forbidden them for years to emigrate, and 
now their long-cherished wish could 
finally be fulfilled. The influx of new 
immigrants in the last ten years may seem 
a bit meagre compared to those times. 

>> Official Figures
Official figures are always controversial. 

An exact count is just impossible. Take 
Ukraine for example. According to ‘official 
figures’ the country still has 53,000 Jews. 
If 7,000 return on a yearly basis, it would 
mean that after 2025 there will be no Jews 
left. However, the Jews in Ukraine suspect 
that there are more ‘hidden Jews’ in the 
country. Many Ukrainians and their 
Jewish ancestors, hid their origin or even 
forgot it in fear of pogroms, or in fear of 
the communist regime which forbade any 
form of religion. 

>> Twelve Tribes
Then there are the twelve tribes, known 
as the ‘Jews’. They descend mainly from 
the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi, 
who formed the kingdom of Judah in the 
Bible. The kingdom of Israel however, was 
led into exile in the time of the kings. The 
tribes of the former kingdom of Israel are 
known as the ‘ten lost tribes’. However 
recently there is convincing evidence that 
descendants of at least one such tribe, 
Bnei Menashe, have been located in 
Northern India. Many of those 
descendants are now making aliyah back 
to Israel. Evidence is emerging that 
descendants of other tribes of Israel have 
been identified in various places around 
the world. Whoever reads the biblical 
promises, understands that the Lord will 
bring all twelve tribes back to the 
Promised Land. We are not there yet. But 
it does create anticipation.
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NORTH AMERICA
6,090,000 Jews

EUROPE & THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
1,359,100 Jews

ISRAEL
6,589,000 Jews

ASIA
19,600 Jews

AFRICA
74,000 Jews

SOUTH AMERICA
380,600 Jews

Number of Jews who 
returned to Israel in:

2008 13,701 Jews
2009 14,575 Jews
2010 16,635 Jews
2011 16,893 Jews
2012 16,560 Jews
2013 16,929 Jews
2014 24,120 Jews
2015 27,908 Jews
2016 25,977 Jews
2017 26,357 Jews

Number of Jews who returned in 2017 from:

UKRAINE 7,046 Jews U.S.A. 2,567 Jews
RUSSIA  7,135 Jews UK  468 Jews
FRANCE 3,157 Jews

Sources: Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, Jewish Agency, jewishvirtuallibrary.org

Jews Returning Home

OCEANIA
120,800 Jews

The nights in Ethiopia are 
unimaginably dark. In the small 
village where I was born, we had only 
the light from the moon and stars to 
illuminate our nights - yet that never 
deterred my grandfather from his 
holy obligations. 

I remember sitting next to him one 
evening when I was a young girl while he 
prayed in front of our ‘Gojo’ (house). I 
asked him “What are you saying?” and he 
responded “L’amlak aIsrael,” – God of 
Israel, “Redeem and take us back home to 
Jerusalem.” My childhood had been ripe 
with stories about our holy city of 
Jerusalem, so I raised my hands and joined 
my father in silent prayer, “Amlak aIsrael.”

It is hard to believe that I am writing these 
words as a diplomat of the State of Israel. 
I could not be more proud. I was only ten 
years old when my family made Aliyah to 
Israel. The experience of landing in a 
country that you had been dreaming of 
for your entire existence was life-altering, 
to say the least. The Jews of Beta Yisrael 
(the House of Israel) had left Israel during 
the time of the First Temple, so there was 
much to catch up on as you can imagine.

“I will gather you from the peoples, 
assemble you from the countries where 
you have been scattered, and I will give 
you the land of Israel.” (Ezekiel 11:17)

How fortunate are we to live in the days 
when God’s promises are coming true and 

that the People of Israel are returning 
home to the Holy Land? This past year, 
more and more Jews have returned home 
to Israel as we are celebrating 70 years of 
independence in a strong, vibrant and 
innovative country of our own.

A place where every Jew can feel 
confident that no matter where they live, 
they are safe from the pogroms, attacks 
and discrimination that have followed us 
throughout the generations in exile. 

As we celebrate 70 years since the 
reestablishment of the State of Israel in 
our ancestral homeland, we reflect on the 
struggles, tragedies and challenges that 
have come with rebuilding our home and 
the contributions that we have made 
towards making the world a better place. 
Whether it be in creating new life-saving 
medical technology, revolutionary 
applications and hardware that have 
changed how we compute and 
communicate or even how we engage in 
agriculture or conservation, Israeli 
innovation has become a fundamental 
part of almost every person’s life on planet 
earth, whether they are aware of it or not.

All of this could not be possible without 
the help and support from our friends all 
around the world. Thanks to 
organisations such as Christians for Israel 
New Zealand, Israel has not only survived 
but continues to thrive and give back in 
every way possible. Thank you for all your 
friendship and unwavering support. May 

God Bless You and Yours this upcoming 
holiday season, and from your friends in 
Israel, we hope to see you all soon.

Kasa Bainesay-Harbor (pictured 
above) was recently a guest speaker 
at the ‘Israel70’ event held in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Led by Christians for Israel NZ, an 
organising committee representing 
many of New Zealand’s pro-Israel 
groups, partnered with Keren Hayesod 
of Israel in a fundraising effort to 
celebrate Israel’s 70th Anniversary of 
Independence. The project focussed 

on sponsoring Jews living in Ethiopia 
to make aliyah to Israel.

Over 200 people welcomed dignitaries, 
including the Israeli Ambassador to 
New Zealand, Dr Itzhak Gerberg, and 
the Deputy Chief of Mission Kasa 
Bainesay-Harbor. In a remarkable 
display of solidarity, the VIP guests 
included a group of Parliamentarians 
led by the Hon. Alfred Ngaro, Leader 
of the Parliamentary Friends of Israel. 
The event was a huge success, sending 
a clear message to Israel; that they 
have many friends in New Zealand. 

Israel - 70 Years of Opportunity
By Kasa Bainesay-Harbor, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Israel in New Zealand
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Dear faithful readers & friends (Chavorim),

Shalom and welcome to our December-
January edition of Israel and Christians 
Today Australia.

As we enter the festive seasons for 
Hanukah and Christmas, we celebrate 
How the God of Light entered into 
History to redeem Mankind from the 
darkness and hopelessness of this 
world, because we had forgotten to fear 
the Almighty and live by His precepts in 
His creation.

We also come to the end of the 70th 
year since the rebirth of the modern 
State of Israel.

We still have a large quantity of our 
commemorative ‘Israel 70 Magazines’ 
which make for a wonderful memento, 
gift for family, friends, church and work 
colleagues. We had a special offer for 
bulk copies, but now as an additional 
way of saying thanks for your prayers and 
support I want to make them available 
for half the suggested donation price 
and so they are available now for only 
$12.50ea until we run out! 

Thank you for all your support 
in 2018
I would like to say a huge thank you 
to all of our wonderful supporters who 
help distribute this newspaper and the 
message of the ministry. Also for those 
who give generously and sacrificially 
for the printing and postage, as well as 
all the important humanitarian projects 
which comfort the Lord’s people— 
demonstrating the Love of God in 
Messiah as we are instructed in His  
holy Scriptures.

Also thanks to our small but incredibly 
dedicated and faithful team of 
volunteers here in the Brisbane office 
and our reps across the nation. Together 
we are all making a big difference.

PLEASE NOTE: The Christians for Israel 
Australia office will be closed from 
December 14 until January 7th in the 
new year. (we can still receive online 

donations over the Christmas break 
but will only be able to clear the mail 
and fill orders received after the 14th 
of December later in January when we 
have returned from a much needed 
break.)

Historic Gathering in our 
Nation’s Capital
As I write this article we have just 
returned from what we believe to be 
an unprecedented historic gathering of 
Christian and Jewish pro-Israel Zionist 
leaders in Canberra. 

This initiative was birthed out of an 
earlier small-lunch meeting in Sydney on 
September 17 (between Rosh Hashana 
and Yom Kippur) and was organised 
and hosted by Zionist Federation of 
Australia and a number of Christian 
Zionist leaders.

For us, the event started on Tuesday 
27th of November with about a dozen 
Christian leaders coming together for a 
day of prayer, affirmation and revision of 
what had taken place with our previous 
efforts—to galvanise our christian 
communities to work in solidarity and 
unity concerning our desire to see our 
Government’s positive relations with 
Israel, and to recognise Jerusalem as its 
Capital and to move our Embassy from 
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 

Then of Wednesday the 28th we joined 
with our Jewish counterparts at the 
Canberra Jewish Community Centre 
and their two main peak representative 
bodies the Zionist Federation of 
Australia (ZFA) and the Executive Council 
of Australian Jewry (ECAJ) where we 
were introduced to some of their up 
and coming young team of Community 
Engagement and Public Affairs officers 
and a couple of young Israeli Emissaries 
serving the Australian Capital Territory.

We in turn where also pleased to 
have our “young lions”, both who are 
Law students, representing our Youth 
initiative Isreality and other important 
activities to inform and educate our 
communities about the real truth on the 
ground concerning Israel and her right 
to exist as a sovereign nation.

Lunch with the Ambassador
We were delighted to be graced with 
the Israeli Ambassador H.E. Mark Sofer 
over lunch before we all relocated 
to Parliament House for some key 
meetings with various Political leaders 
and representatives of the largest 
Parliamentary friendship group—The 
Federal Parliamentary friends of Israel 
group. It was chaired by long time 
supporter of Israel, Sen Eric Abetz.

Sen. Abetz gave our groups some good 
insights and encouragement as to how 
we can be more effective in raising 
our concerns about a proposal by the 
opposition to unilaterally recognise 
Palestine as state, without following 
the previous Oslo Accord conditions 
of recognising Israel and engaging in 
a formal peace agreement with her. 
Also our support and affirmation of the 
recent suggestion by Prime Minister 
Scott Morrison to consider formally 
recognising Jerusalem as the capital 

of Israel and at some suitable time to 
relocate our Embassy from Tel Aviv to 
Jerusalem as has America and a growing 
number of other nations.

Report continues over on page 2...
___________________________________

Please consider making a 
special Love Gift to Comfort 
the Lord’s people
While we are sweltering and enjoying 
plenty of good food and cheer, please 
consider our Jewish brethren in the 
frozen blizzards of the Ukraine needing 
a hot meal and warm clothes. Prayerfully 
consider sending a food parcel gift to 
show the love of Jesus as he said in 
Mathew 25;

‘Then the righteous will answer him, 
“Lord, when did we see you hungry 
and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink?  When did we see 
you a stranger and invite you in, or 
needing clothes and clothe you? When 
did we see you sick or in prison and go 
to visit you?’

 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you 
did for me.”’

See page 12 for details on projects like 
food parcels and soup kitchens you can 
support.

Every Blessing to you all in the name of 
Yeshua Ha Meshiach (Jesus the Messiah) 
our coming King.

And if the Lord leads, enables and 
provides, may we see you next year in 
Jerusalem.

Ian Worby  
National Leader & Regional Director for 
Christians for Israel Australia & Oceania.

A Unified Gathering to Move Our Embassy

Ian and Mandy Worby at Sachne Springs, near Mt Gilboa

December 2018Report From Our National Leader

Comforts

Informs

Inspires

by Ian Worby – National Leader and Regional Director for Oceania 

Historic Gathering of Jewish and Christian Zionist Pro-Israel leaders in the Jewish Community Centre, Canberra. Wed 28 Nov, 2018.

Photo left to right: Barry Rodgers OAM, Matthew Thorn, 
Noa Bloch, Ambassador Mark Sofer & Dr Ron Weiser AM.
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WHICH IS THE ONLY COUNTRY IN THE  
MIDDLE EAST WHERE CHRISTIANS, 

MUSLIMS AND JEWS ARE FREE TO BE?
Stand up for Israel.

The only true democracy in the Middle East.

Join Friends of Israel WA and help us defend  
Israel’s right to live in peace and security,  
free from terror and non-stop media bias.

To join Friends of Israel WA or to just learn the truth, 
visit www.foiwa.org.au or write to PO Box 333, Dianella WA 6059.

B a s ic  Ve s io n  C T Z  L o g o

M in im u m  Ve s io n  C T Z  L o g o

Mens Watch
SKU: 2092GFT

Ladies Watch
SKU: 173GFT

A GIFT YOUR LOVED ONES WILL 
TREASURE FOR A LIFETIME!

RRP $125ea

$100*our gift to you 
for your gift of:

“...for such a time as this.”

Order Online: www.c4israel.com.au/store

*Not to be used in conjunction with any 
other offer or general donation.

FREE POSTAGE

Author and International 
Lawyer, Andrew Tucker,  
Visit’s Australia 
International Lawyer and special guest 
speaker Andrew Tucker, and ZFA 
Public Affairs Chairperson Noa Bloch, 
presented Sen. Abetz with some unique 
resources—newly authored books and 
reports to help him and other leaders 
form a better understanding of the 
geopolitical, historical, legal and Biblical 

reasons why Australia should stand with 
Israel. Given we have such strong shared 
Judeo-Christian values which Sen. Abetz 
said, even the Chinese and other nations 
now recognise to be a key reason for our 
success and why our countries are the 
envy of the rest of the World.

(Two of these Books, “The Anti-Israel 
Agenda” and “Israel on Trial” are 
available on c4israel.com.au/store or 
our form on page 12.)

Andrew Tucker launched his new book 
“Israel on Trial” at Parliament House 
Sydney with Rev. Fred Nile on Monday 
the 26th of November. He also made 
several media interviews during his short 
time in Australia—on Sky TV’s Outsiders 
program, Melbourne Jewish radio show 
‘Nothing Left’, and Vision Christian 
Radio’s ‘Twenty20’ program.

We hope to have Andrew back next year 
for some more speaking events. Watch 
this space for future details.

Australian Embassy Move?
It was only a year ago in Canberra we 
celebrated the 70th anniversary of 
Australia being the first Nation to say 
YES to UN resolution 181 partition plan 
(1947) to establish a Jewish homeland 
which became the modern state of 
Israel. During that time last year we 
presented the Petition of over 8,000 
signatures which were later tabled by 
Sen. James Paterson on December 
5. The very next day President Trump 
announced that the USA was moving its 
embassy to Jerusalem!

We continue to pray and remain hopeful 
that our Prime Minister Scott Morrison 
will soon make a similar announcement 
before the next election. (see Stan 
Goodenough’s article on page 3)

ZFA Executive Life Member Dr. Ron 
Weiser AM, said; 

“it is indeed heart warming to see 
the tremendous support and love our 
Christian Zionist friends have for Israel 
and the Jewish people. Their activism 
on behalf of of Israel is something to be 
admired.”

Tours to Israel and the  
Holy Lands:
Next year we will be encouraging our 
readers and supporters to attend the 
C4I Study Tour after our Bi-Annual 
Christians for Israel International Forum 
in Jerusalem. With the 5 day tour priced 
from only $1,100 + flights; this could be 
your cheapest opportunity to visit Israel 
and enjoy some great Bible studies 
at the very locations the miracles and 
events we read about took place. 

The study tour dates are Saturday 
March 9 to Friday 15, 2019. see our 
advert on page 12 of this insert and at 
www.c4israel.com.au to download the 
itinerary and other details.

We are also excited to present our 
special young Adults Isreality Tour with 
our national coordinator Matthew Thorn. 
Together with our friends at Olive Tree 
Travel and Keshet we have come up with 
a very unique itinerary at a very affordable 
price. This is for students and young 
adults to experience Israel first hand and 

enjoy a bit of fun exploring the land of 
the Bible with others of their own age.

If you have young people this is 
one tour they should definitley go 
on. see details on page 10 or go to  
www.isreality.org

Mandy and I have finalised our plans 
for next year in September of 2019 with 
another value-packed Vision Christian 
Tour thorughout Israel, Jordan and 
Petra. Also, for the first time in four 
years we will be offering the optional 
extension trip to visit the 7 Churches 
of Revelation in Turkey and also visit 
Gallipoli and Istanbul (Constantinople) 
where the largest Church in the world 
stood for 800 years.

These tours are amazing and completely 
safe (despite what you hear about in the 
news). We often say going to Israel is like 
2 years of Bible colleague and is often 
called the 5th Gospel—as you walk in 
the footsteps of the Patriarchs, Prophets, 
Apostles, and of course, our Messiah, 
Yesuah (Jesus). You will be able to walk, 
stand, sail, swim, climb and eat in the 
very locations where many of the miracles 
of the Bible took place, and todays Israel 
is a veritable modern day miracle in itself!

So again, whether it’s with Mandy and I, 
Matthew or anyone of a number of other 
tours being offered, can I encourage 
you to seriously and prayerfully consider 
going. As the promise in Psalm 84:5 
says... 

”What joy for those whose strength 
comes from the LORD, who have 
set their minds on a pilgrimage  
to Jerusalem.”  Selah.

Andrew Tucker (left) presenting his new book, ‘Israel on 
Trial’ to the Chairman of the Parlimentary Israel Frienship 

group, Sen. Eric Abetz in his Parliament House office.

Sen. Eric Abetz presented with ’Anti-Israel Agenda’ book by Alex Ryvchin, from ZFA Community Engagement Officer, 
Samantha Khavin. Also present was Ron Weiser, Noa Bloch and Shay Pinsker.

Christian’s for Israel Australia’s Public Relations Liason Jacqui Bakker with Israeli Amassador Mark Sofer and C4I National 
Leader, Ian Worby, at last years 70th Anniversary celebration of Resolution 181 Petition Plan (1947) held in Parilament 

House Nov 29, 2017. Hosted by the Parlimentary Israel Friendship group.

Andrew Tucker being interviewd on Sky TV’s ‘Outsiders’ 
late night programme.
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by Stan Goodenough

Scott Morrison, Australia, and the 
Critical Matter of Jerusalem

For Zion’s sake, I will not hold 
my peace, and for Jerusalem’s 
sake, I will not keep silent.
For Australia’s sake, too.  

Though I am neither Australian nor 
Israeli, for the sake of a nation whose 
history regarding Israel and the Jews 
I have come to appreciate as having 
been extraordinarily significant, and 
whose future—I deeply believe—will be 
impacted for good or for evil directly by 
the decision it is right now deliberating 
concerning Jerusalem, I am also unable 
to be still.

In my understanding, the moment could 
hardly be more critical—and we might 
almost be out of time. 

Sometime within days of this article 
going to press, Prime Minister Scott 
Morrison has said he will announce 
his decision either to keep open the 
possibility of Australia moving its 
embassy in Israel to Jerusalem, or to 
scrap it.

Those Australians who know the Bible 
and believe what it says concerning 
their nation and Jerusalem, ought right 
now, as I see it, to be flat on their faces 
before God—appealing to Him to direct 
and expedite the decision of their right-
thinking political leadership on this, and 
to frustrate the efforts opposing them.

And they should be doing everything 
they physically can (writing, calling, 
speaking) to encourage and help the 
prime minister stand his ground against 
the negative onslaught 
that’s been unleashed 
against him, and to 
alert their fellow Aussies 
to the fatefulness of 
the issue that seems 
so suddenly to have 
appeared on the table.

But as immeasurably 
important as this 
is, it seems—from 
Jerusalem, 14,000 km 
away—that a great 
many Christians Down 
Under are oblivious.

Or have been duped into thinking it 
irrelevant.

Which is why I am spelling it out.

The political pandemonium that broke 
out when Morrison expressed his 
willingness to consider moving the 
embassy should have shown—for those 
with spiritual eyes to see—how terribly 
serious this is.

But its significance was virtually swept 
away in the flood of cynical and 
hysterical charges (levelled without 
evidence in the reports I read) that the 
Prime Minister had impulsively blurted 
out the thought to try and win Jewish 
votes in the Wentworth by-election.

This reaction was reminiscent of the 
freaking out of American so-called 
progressives who poured scorn and 
mockery on Donald Trump’s similarly 
“out of left field” announcement at the 
start of his election trail that he would 
move the US Embassy to Jerusalem.

But the Australian Premier’s statement 

did not come out of the blue. It was 
preceded by a four-year-long small 
but nationwide—if media-ignored— 
campaign to have Australia abstain 
from recognising a State of Palestine 
in Israel’s historical homeland and to 
proactively recognise Jerusalem as the 
capital of the Jewish state. 

Last December 5, a petition signed 
by 8000 Australian citizens was tabled 
asking the Federal Parliament to 

place their embassy 
in Jerusalem.  (The 
following day Trump 
declared his intention 
to move America’s.)

Thanks to the selective 
reporting of the 
overwhelmingly left-
wing press, most 
Australian’s know 
nothing about this.

The same media 
has given mostly 
contemptuous coverage 

to calls from widely disparaged (but 
even more widely respected) individuals 
like Tony Abbott, Eric Abetz, James 
Paterson and Cory Bernardy to relocate 
the embassy—which is the historically, 
morally and legally (under international 
law) right thing to do.

Likewise, few are aware that already 
in 2015, a petition to the Government 
not to recognise “Palestine” (which 
doesn’t exist) and to remain fair and 
even-handed in its policies towards 
Israel and the Arab world was tabled 
in both the Senate and the House of 
Representatives. 

To date, despite a leftwing federal 
politician’s proposed bill that “Palestine” 
be recognised, and amidst the repeated 
avowed intentions of Labor Party 
lawmakers to do precisely that should 
they come to power, Australia does not 
officially acknowledge its existence.

In the coming months the Liberals will 
be returned to, or removed from, power.

As these crucial days unfold, I respectfully 
have the following questions:

What does the Bible say to the 
nations about the policies they pursue 
concerning the national ownership of the 
land God repeatedly and unequivocally 
states He gave, exclusively and forever, 
to the Jewish people?

“For behold, in those days and at that 
time, when I bring back the captives of 
Judah and Jerusalem, I will also gather 
all nations, and bring them down to the 
Valley of Jehoshaphat;

And I will enter into judgment with 
them there on account of My people, 
My heritage Israel, whom they have 
scattered among the nations; they have 
also divided up My land…” (Joel 3:1-2)

And concerning Jerusalem – the “city of 
the great King” which was instituted as 
the capital of Israel by David 3000 years 
ago—what warning does God give the 
nations who come against it?

“…in that day that I will make 
Jerusalem a very heavy stone for all 
peoples; all who would heave it away 
will surely be cut in pieces, though all 
nations of the earth are gathered against 
it.” (Zechariah 12:3) 

What, dear Australian Believers, has 
God laid down as a bedrock Biblical 
principle applicable to all mankind 
concerning the treatment of the seed of 
Abraham?  And what verdict has history 
dealt every single kingdom and empire 
that has abused the people of Israel and 
divided the Land of Israel?

“I will bless those who bless you, and 
I will curse him who curses you; and in 
you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.” (Genesis 12:3)

Which was ratified in Isaac’s blessing 
over Israel?

“Let peoples serve you, and nations 
bow down to you…cursed be everyone 
who curses you, and blessed be those 
who bless you!” (Genesis 27:29)

It is at our peril that we close our ears 
to the unchanging Word of the LORD 
concerning our nations and Israel:

“The sons of foreigners shall build 

up your walls, and their kings shall 
minister to you; … your gates shall be 
open continually…that men may bring 
to you the wealth of the Gentiles, and 
their kings in procession.

“For the nation and kingdom which 
will not serve you shall perish, and 
those nations shall be utterly ruined.”  
(Isaiah 60:10-12)

From Heaven’s perspective, Australia 
has arrived at a most critical junction on 
the road of its history.  Should it take the 
wrong turn then, given the global political 
climate today which has the overwhelming 
majority of countries setting themselves in 
opposition to Israel, it might not be able 
to reverse its course.

More than ever before, eternal national 
ramifications for Australia’s good or bad 
could hinge on the choices made in this 
election, which looks like being between 
electing a government that will choose 
to stand with Israel and recognise Israel’s 
capital, bringing blessing to Australia.

Or voting in one that will not.

I know how I will be praying in the 
coming days: 

That the LORD will give Prime Minister 
Morrison the courage and the faith to 
announce Australia’s intention to move 
its embassy to Jerusalem. And that 
Australian Christians will be willing to 
put everything else to the side, giving 
themselves no rest, and giving the 
LORD no rest, “till He makes Jerusalem 
a praise in the earth”.

For Zion’s sake.

And for Australia’s.
___________________________________

Stan Goodenough is an Evangelical 
Christian (Gentile), a journalist and an 
Israeli-accredited tour guide. During the   
30 years that Jerusalem has been his 
home, he has witnessed the unparalleled 
wonder of Israel’s ongoing restoration, 
and the growing global hostility and 
threat against her.

www.jerusalemwatchman.org

Photo left to right: Ian Worby, Sen. James Paterson and Keith Buxton. Ian and Keith presenting the 8000+ signatures 
to Sen. Paterson in support of moving Australia’s Embassy to Jerusalem, which was tabled December 5, 2017.
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about this.
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by Enoch Lavender

A Modern Jewish Wedding
Our Jewish Style Wedding
In March this year I met a very special 
young lady named Sarah and on 
November the 11th we tied the knot in a 
beautiful garden in Toorak, Melbourne. 
While neither I nor my lovely wife are 
Jewish, we decided to do our wedding 
Jewish style and it was a learning 
experience both for us and for our family 
and friends in attendance.

In this short article, I would like to take 
you through our experience of a modern 
Jewish style wedding and explain the 
meaning behind its main symbols.

The Canopy / Huppa
Sarah and I got married under a white 
canopy nestled beneath the branches 
of a magnificent tree. This canopy is an 
essential ingredient in Jewish weddings 
and is known as a huppa. Our huppa 
was borrowed from a local Messianic 
congregation and setup with the help 
of some of our friends (it required extra 
work to ensure it didn’t topple over with 
a gust of Melbourne wind!). Staying 
true to Jewish tradition, our simple but 
stylish canopy was left open without 
walls on any of its sides–symbolising 
the importance of hospitality in our new 
household.

The nature of the covering material of 
the huppa varies in Jewish weddings, but 
we opted for the tradition of covering it 
with the ‘tallit’ or Jewish prayer shawl. 
Numbers 15:38 commanded the Jewish 
people to wear such a garment in order 
to ‘remember all the commandments 
of the Lord and do them’. Getting 
married under the canopy of the 
tallit was therefore to us a symbol of 
placing ourselves in subjection to God’s 
commandments. 

Often the groom’s prayer shawl is used, 
symbolising that the bride is coming 
under his covering. This is reminiscent 
of Ruth asking Boaz to spread the 
cover or wing of his garment over her  
(Ruth 3:9 – a phrase pointing to the 
prayer shawl). While Sarah and I got 
married in a way that symbolises coming 
under my covering, we both recognise 
that Jesus/Yeshua is our true covering. 
He is the only One who has perfectly 
kept God’s commandments—and it 
was important for us to come under His 
protective wings for refuge and blessing 
as we start our marriage together. 

Encircling the Groom
As the wedding ceremony began, 
Sarah proceeded to walk down the 
aisle in a stunning white dress. Arriving 
at the canopy where I was waiting, she 
then proceeded to walk around me in 
deliberate and slow circles. As she kept 
on going in circle after circle, one of the 
ladies in the audience was overhead 
asking ‘how many times is she going to 
do this?’. The answer is that she went 
around me 7 times—and I helped keep 
the count!

Jer 31:22 talks about a woman encircling 
a man in the context of Israel returning 
to being faithful to their covenant with 
God. This is the foundation for the 
rabbinic tradition of a bride walking 
around her groom—and the number 7 
represents completeness, fullness and 
also the making of an oath. 

The Kittel
Sarah was not the only one to wear 
white on this day—I also was clothed in 
a white garment reaching down to my 
thighs, known as a ‘kittel’. This garment 
may look unusual at first glance—one of 
our wedding guests actually wondered 
if I was wearing a butcher’s coat! 

Although the kittel is a fairly simple and 
plain white garment, it carries great 
weight in Jewish tradition. It is worn for 
the first time by a Jewish man on His 
wedding day and afterwards He will 
only wear it on the most holy occasions 
of the Day of Atonement and Passover. 

The tradition of the kittel points back to 
the days of the Temple and the ancient 
priesthood. On the holiest day of the 
Jewish calendar—and only on this 
day—the High Priest would enter the 
Holiest of Holies to intercede for the 
nation. On this day, he would lay aside 
his elaborately decorated garments, 
and wear a simple, white linen tunic as 
he entered God’s very presence. 

A groom wearing a kittel on his 
wedding day symbolises therefore the 
tremendous sanctity of the moment. It 
also represents him becoming a priest 
in his own home—bearing responsibility 
with his wife to pray for and minister to 
their household. 

Cups of Wine and the 
Shattered Glass
Twice during the ceremony, Sarah and I 
shared a cup of wine. It represents the 
setting apart of the two of us to our 
marriage relationship—and in many ways 
relates to the New Testament institution 
of communion. In this way, communion 
not only represents the shed blood of 
our Saviour, but our setting apart for Him 
as a bride for her groom. 

After partaking of the wine, I placed 
a wrapped glass on the ground and 
smashed it with my foot. Jewish 
tradition explains this act as symbolising 
grief over the destruction of Jerusalem. 
Ps 137:6 talks about placing Jerusalem 
over one’s highest joy—and as such 
the smashing of the glass represents 
a seeking first of God’s kingdom and 
a prayer for its full manifestation on 
earth—even in the midst of the joyful 
celebration of a wedding. 

An alternative explanation of the glass 
being smashed is that it represents the 
cup of the covenant that we just drank. 
It being smashed symbolises that no 

one else is to partake of this covenant 
and that it remains exclusively between 
the two of us.

The Ketubah
While Sarah and I signed the relevant legal 
documentation at the end of our wedding 
ceremony, we also signed an additional 
elaborately decorated document known 
as a ketubah. A ketubah is a written 
wedding covenant detailing the promises 
of bride and groom to each other and the 
Biblical foundation for the marriage. It is 
often placed on prominent display in the 
new household of the bride and groom—
as a very visual reminder of the promises 
made and the covenant which serves as a 
basis for their union. 

Summary
Marriage is truly a sacred covenant made 
before God with the witnesses of friends 
and family. Perhaps one day you too will 
get to experience a Jewish wedding first 
hand—and if so, I hope that this article 
has given you a better understanding of 
its rich symbolism and deep traditions.
___________________________________

Enoch Lavender is a co-leader of Shalom 
Israel, organising regular teaching seminars 
on Israel and Bible Prophecy in Melbourne 
and beyond. He is based at Living 
Way Christian Network Inc. See www.
shalomisrael.com.au 
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5December 2018 End of WW1 Centenary Commemoration at Scotch College:

by Dr Marlene Ryzman

Reassuring Vibe on Remembrance Day —
Hearts Switched On
On Sunday 11 November, the 
Remembrance Day Centenary Service 
(marking the Armistice) was held at 
Memorial Hall, Scotch College “to 
honour great Australians in taking the 
world from war to peace”. This event 
imbued us with a wonderful sense of 
camaraderie and mateship, especially 
in the light of difficult challenges our 
society faces; and also because it was 
a combined service which brought 
together Australians – Christian, Jewish 
and Indigenous – all of whom share 
common values and a common bond, 
having ancestors who enlisted in the AIF, 
many of whom lost their lives in W.W.1 (& 
W.W.2 and ensuing conflicts).

With phones switched off, our hearts 
switched on. We felt completely 
connected and unified with each other as 
we commemorated the purpose for which 
they “put themselves in harm’s way”. 
John Pessuto (Member for Hawthorn) 
emphasized ‘freedom’ and ‘humanity’.

Amongst the dignitaries, we were graced 
with the presence of Lady Anna Cowen 
and Michael Bennett, great grandson of 
General Sir John Monash GCMG KCB VD. 
Facilitated admirably by organizer Peter 
Kentley (President, Beersheba Vision) , 
General Monash (who laid the foundation 
stone of this Memorial Hall on 5 March, 
1920) was acknowledged as the greatest 
collegian, equal dux of the school.

Our attention was rivetted to eminent 
Major General Prof. Jeffrey V Rosenfeld 
AC OBE AM KStJ who described 
Monash as one of Australia’s greatest 
citizens in times of peace, as well as a 
brilliant humanitarian General whose 
compassion for his men was evident both 
during conflict and after the war ended.

General Monash proved a courageous 
master strategist who would not 
compromise the safety and wellbeing 
of his troops. Shocked by senseless loss 
of life in W.W.1, he wrote (in 1917) : “I 
hate the business of war, the horror of 
it, the waste, the destruction, and the 
inefficiency…”

Many, including Field Marshall 
Montgomery, believed that if Monash 
had been appointed Commander over 
the British & Allied Forces on the Western 
Front in France in W.W.1, “the war would 
probably have ended a year earlier.”

As a caring Director-General of 
Repatriation and Demobilisation of the 
AIF, he would not return home until 
he had repatriated every soldier and 
retrained them to a profession or trade 
in civilian life.

General Sir John Monash represents 
the staunch loyalty and patriotism of 
Australian Jewry. In 1914 thousands 
voluntarily enlisted in W.W.1, including 
Nurses. It is estimated between 160 
and 200 were KIA. W.W.2 saw a large 
enlistment and support for all military 
missions to the present day.

Major General Rosenfeld, a direct 
descendant of General Sir John Monash, 
was himself recognised as an outstanding 
leader. An elite Australian Neurosurgeon, 
he is a Maj Gen in the ADF and former 
Surgeon General of the Defence Force 
Reserves, providing invaluable medical 
support to our troops on deployment.

Together with Professor Roland Perry 
(OAM B.Ec F. Monash) and Michael 
Headbury (Saluting Monash Council), 
all extolled the virtues of upgrading 
Monash’s rank to Field Marshall for 
his outstanding qualities, leadership, 
ingenuity and service to our country. – 
A drive spear-headed by The Hon Tim 
Fischer AC.

Neville Clark (MC OAM CM B.A. Dip Ed 
M.A. ), who was awarded the Military 
Cross (1968) for selfless conduct in 
Vietnam, dramatically outlined the heroic 
role Of Sir Harry Chauvel at Beersheba. 
Once again, the values of courage, 
endurance, sacrifice and mateship 
bubbled to the surface. Colonel Harry 
Chauvel commanded the 1st Light Horse 
Brigade of the AIF, which became the 
Infantry in Gallipoli. Monash remained 
to fortify the valley . Following Gallipoli, 
Chauvel’s Division successfully halted the 
Turks’ attempt to control the Suez Canal.

His victorious battle against the Turks and 
Germans in October 1917 is immortalized 
in our memories: The famous charge of 
the heavily outnumbered ANZAC Light 
Horsemen. His outstanding success in the 
battle for Beersheba spurred on further 
success for the Allies in the Middle East. 
This precipitated the Balfour Declaration 
of 1917.

Chauvel continued to make his 
mark, enhancing his reputation by 
courageously leading five Brigades 
of Light Horse Cavalry (the Desert 
Mounted Corps) in 1918, executing 
General Allenby’s battle plan.

In 1929 ( a decade after Armistice Day 
11 November, 1919) both Chauvel and 
Monash were appointed full Generals.

Prior to hearing from Dr Esme Bamblett, 
her son-in-law Darren Atkinson 
emotionally explained he was playing 
the didgeridoo in remembrance of his 2 
‘uncles’ (from WW.1) – his first opportunity 
to acknowledge them. Dr Bamblett (from 
the Bangerang and Wiradjuri people) 
is CEO of the Aboriginal Advancement 
League & Senior Pastor of Barak Christian 
Ministries, among other roles. She gave 
a heart-felt talk about indigenous troops 
who fought in W.W.1 even though 
officially they were not permitted to enlist. 
The Lovett Family (Gunditjmara nation in 
Western Victoria) was singled out, as a 
unique instance in which 21 members in 
total through the generations served in 
the Army in various periods since W.W.1. 
We have many tools of understanding at 
our disposal, one of which appears to be 
the power of music. The Choir Master 
of the ‘Open Door Singers’ highlighted 
a memorable event that occurred in 
W.W.1. On Christmas Day, one side 
began singing “Silent Night, Holy 

Night…” in the trenches. As the words 
and melody wafted out, the other side 
joined in with gusto. Hostilities ceased 
during a 48 hour truce, in which gifts and 
drinks were exchanged. While I’m not 
suggesting you can sing your way out of 
anything, let’s focus on the pathways that 
bring us together.

All speakers acknowledged the role that 
all Australians played, and they evoked 
all manner of emotions. These feelings 
speak louder than words, touching a 
chord deep within, stirring our souls.

As Maj Gen Rosenfeld earnestly stated, 
“let’s celebrate Australia by always being 
prepared to stand up and protect it. That 
is why I serve in the Australian Army”. It is 
through our spirit of caring that we reach 
out to these souls who gave their lives for 
our freedom and future.

This is how we walked the honourable 
path of Remembrance together as 
thankful Australians. Our hearts and 
minds were truly opened as we affirmed 
our humanity and connection with each 
other. The over-riding emotions evoked 
on this Sunday in this Memorial Hall 
were of sanctity and respect, piercing all 
barriers. Our red poppies and medals 
were worn with pride of remembrance. 
The sky was blue and I, along with 
hundreds of others, felt the warmth 
of the sun’s rays shining through the 
beautiful stained glass windows – rays of 
hope beaming out strongly.
____________________________________

Dr Marlene Ryzman is the daughter of GNR 
Dov Ryzman VX123381 (AIF) 16th Aust. 
Field Artillery Regiment, attached to the 1st 
Australian Armoured Division.

John Pessuto MP welcomes guests to the Centenary Commemoration of the end of World War 1. in the Scotch College Memorial Hall

Dr Esme Bamblett CEO Aboriginal Advancement League watches her son in law Darren Atkinson play the didgeridoo

L to R: MC Peter Kentley, Major Gen. Prof. Jeffrey V Rosenfeld AC OBE KStJ and Neville Clark MC, OAM



6 December 2018Commentary Analysis

by Dr Kameel Majdali

JERUSALEM: A Magnet for  
Christian Visits (Part Five)

In Part 01 of our series, we learned that 
Christians have been visiting the holy 
city in a continuous flow since the early 
years of the church. Today, the number 
of incoming Christian visitors to Israel, 
with the ostensible goal of visiting 
Jerusalem, is around 60%, or more.

In Part 02, we learned about the strong 
‘tourist factor’ which helped stimulate 
Christian visits. 

In Part 03, we have seen that this 
‘continuous flow’ and ‘tourist promotion’ 
has increased visits by Christians to 
Jerusalem and Israel, worldwide.

In Part 04, we began to define the 
Christian visitor, either as a ‘tourist,’ 
‘pilgrim,’ or both.

Here in Part 05, we will continue to 
explore this fascinating topic: are today’s 
Christian visitors to Jerusalem ‘tourists,’ 
‘pilgrims,’ or both. This is not an easy 
task. Another reason is that today’s 
Christian visitors, unlike ‘classic pilgrims 
of old,’ tend to visit non-traditional and 
even non-Christian and/or non-Biblical 
sites, like the Western Wall, Haram el 
Sharif (Temple Mount), and Masada. 
They can also attend conferences, 
participate in archaeological digs, 
volunteer on kibbutzim, ‘shop until you 
drop,’ plant trees, float on the Dead 
Sea, and more. 

Looking for a definition is not helped 
by the social anthropologists, the only 
group that ever studies the pilgrim 
phenomena. They use terms like 
communitas, a liminal experience, 
freedom from social structure, etc. Yet, 
they fail to utilise the very source-book 
of Christian pilgrimage, namely the 
Bible. So, we need to look at the Bible, 
theology, and history, to understand our 
status in the holy city and holy land.

Theology of Pilgrimage
Dictionaries define pilgrim as a stranger 
or foreigner (from the Latin peregrinus) 
and pilgrimage (peregrinatio) as 
wandering, a long journey, or a journey 
to a sacred place.

Peregrinus stems from the Biblical 
Hebrew and Greek. There are two 
pairs of words to denote the pilgrim. 
Firstly, the Old Testament speaks of 
ger in Hebrew or paroikos in the New 
Testament Greek. These mean a ‘one 
who lives as a resident alien’ (BROMILEY 
1985:149), like a permanent resident, 
a long-term foreigner who still lacks 
citizenship rights. Ger/Paroikos could 
mean a non-Israelite, but often referred 
to the patriarchs 
and the physical 
descendants of Israel 
(BROMILEY 1985:789). 

The second pair 
of words are 
toshab (Hebrew) 
and  parepidemos 
(Greek), meaning a 
temporary resident 
alien. A modern 
counterpart is a visitor 
that receives a three 
to six month tourist 
visa; thus, they have 
even less rights than 
a resident alien. Like 
ger/paroika, they also 
denote transitoriness 
(STEWART 1988: 
1231). In 1 Peter 2:11 
it states:

‘Dearly beloved, I beseech you 
as strangers (paroikos) and pilgrims 
(parepidemos), abstain from fleshly 
lusts, which war against the soul.’

The Biblical idea is that the patriarchs, 
heirs of Canaan and of God’s promises, 
were still no more than magurim 
or permanent residents without 
citizenship rights in the land of promise. 
Furthermore, the believer in Christ is 
considered a ‘citizen of heaven’ who 
is an alien temporarily residing in this 
present fallen world order; they are 
sojourning in the flesh awaiting their 
eternal home. Their mortal lifespan 
is considered a pilgrimage (Stewart 
1988:1231). Hebrews 11:13 says:

‘These all died in faith, not having 

received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded 
of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and 
pilgrims on earth.’

From this comes the concept of 
pilgrimage, meaning that a citizen 
of another country sojourns in a holy 
land with a holy place, as a stranger 
in a strange land, in order to make 
contact with the roots of their faith 

and/or understand, 
apprehend, and/
or appropriate their 
heavenly reward. Like 
Ellis Island to the Old 
World migrant to the 
United States, the 
pilgrim passes in transit 
through a holy land in 
order to obtain their 
future inheritance. 

The following are 
offered  
as definitions:
A ‘pilgrim:’ Any 
person of faith on 
a long journey, 
who, consciously or 
subconsciously, is in 
search of the sacred-

-sacred site, sacred city, sacred land, 
and/or sacred person.

A ‘Christian pilgrim to Jerusalem’ is 
considered to be any visiting foreign 
Christian, whether alone or in a group, 
with faith in their heart, travelling 
to and sojourning in a sacred place 
(temporarily or longer), consciously 
or subconsciously seeking to connect 
with the source and city of their 
faith. As people of faith, since our 
entire earthly life is a ‘pilgrimage,’ 
then visiting the key city of the Bible 
(mentioned 811 times as ‘Jerusalem’) 
is a pilgrimage, too, no matter how 
unstructured, relaxed, unconventional 
or untraditional it may be. 

It is not so much what the pilgrim does 
(e.g. liturgical acts), but who they are (a 

person with faith in Christ), that makes 
them a pilgrim. Doing religious things 
does not make them more of a pilgrim 
nor doing touristic things make them 
less—faith in the heart is the key that 
separates the pilgrim from the tourist.

Here are 2 sub-categories:
CLASSIC PILGRIM: One who comes to 
Jerusalem for the express purpose of 
visiting the holy sites and conducting 
conscious acts of devotion. Non-religious 
activities are kept to a minimum. Catholic 
and Orthodox groups, particularly 
during special seasons, would often fit 
this categorisation. They are the most 
likely group to have contact and church 
services with indigenous Christians.

BIBLICAL TOURIST: A Christian who 
visits Jerusalem to see the sights 
associated with Christ and the Bible. 
They do not necessarily partake in 
any conspicuous liturgical or religious 
activities. Furthermore, they visit non-
Christian and non-sacred sites and do 
other tourist activities. Many evangelical 
and Protestant visitors could be 
classified as such.

In Part 06, we will look at the nature 
of Christian visits and other fascinating 
things.
___________________________________

SOURCES CONSULTED 
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Rev. Kameel Majdali, PhD (Melb) is Director 
of Teach All Nations (TAN), a Bible ministry in 
Melbourne, Australia (tan.org.au). He is an 
international Bible teacher, preacher, radio 
broadcaster, and published author.Kameel has led 
37 Bible land tours thus far. His PhD thesis was on 
this very topic.

Kameel has 2 programs on Vision Christian Radio 
called ‘Faith and the Future’ and ‘on the Rock’ 
(vision.org.au).

Christians visiting Yardinet (Upper Jordan river) to be baptized as part of a tour - some for the fist time, others for recommitment. Photo: Vision Christian Tours - www.visiontours.org.au
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7December 2018 Vision Christian Tour - September 2019

15 NIGHTS IN ISRAEL 
& JORDAN YOU WILL 

NEVER FORGET!

Optional 6 NIGHT 

EXTENSION IN 

TURKEY to visit  

Gallipoli & the  

‘7 Churches  

of Revelation!’

“Thank you so much for such a 
rewarding, unforgettable and 

transformational experience in 
the Holy Land!

The Scriptures have  
come alive for us.” 

– Kevin

with your experienced tour 
leaders—Ian and Mandy Worby, 
(pictured in Ephesus, Turkey)

Snorkel in the  
Red Sea

Ein Gedi 
Waterfall

David’s Citadel, 
Jerusalem

Ride a Camel in 
Petra, Jordan

Garden Tomb, 
Jerusalem

11-28 SEP 2019 from $8690*

FOR MORE DETAILS
PHONE  ........... 1300 550 830 
Call Olive Tree Travel, our expert travel agents
EMAIL  ............. info@olivetreetravel.com.au
WEB .................. visiontours.org.au





*Twin share. Includes return economy airfares+airport taxes,  
4 star plus hotels, buffet breakfast and dinner each day and some lunches, site entry 

fees, luxury coaches and much more. Conditions apply. 

Flying award winning Emirates for the first time!

See the pages of your 
Bible come alive on this 
unique deluxe tour, as 
you praise Jesus in the  
places He... 

• calmed the storm
• walked on water
• fed 5000
• wept for the lost
• healed, preached, prayed, 

died and rose again.

SEE OUR FACEBOOK PAGE FOR PHOTOS AND VIDEOS OF OUR PAST TOURS:

 facebook.com/visionchristiantours





8 December 2018Speaking Tour February 2019: Judea and Samaria - From the Bible to Modern Israel

Joy Heylen will be leading a CFOIC Heartland tour September 13th to the 
26th, with a special focus on Judea and Samaria, the heartland of Biblical 

Israel. Sondra Oster Baras is the Israeli partner on this tour and Stan 
Goodenough the tour guide. Tour highlights include ANZAC sites, Hebron, 

Shiloh, Jerusalem and the Golan Heights.

For more information contact Joy Heylen:  
0439661996 or joyhey50@gmail.com

  Sondra Oster BarasSondra Oster BarasSondra Oster BarasSondra Oster Baras 
 A resident of Samaria, a former attorney and student 

of the Bible, will share inspiring Biblical teachings 
while updating audiences on the unique challenges 
facing those brave and idealistic pioneers who have 

settled in the Heartland of Biblical Israel. 

A Meeting You Won’t Want to Miss!A Meeting You Won’t Want to Miss!A Meeting You Won’t Want to Miss!A Meeting You Won’t Want to Miss!    

 Monday 11th February 12 Noon.  NSW Parliament House, Macquarie St., Sydney NSW.  Hosted by:
Rev. Hon. Fred Nile MLC. $15 including aernoon tea.  RSVP Katherine Hawken Email: 
katherine.hawken@parliament.nsw.gov.au.  Tel:  02 9230 2978 by 6th February. 

 Tuesday 12th February 12 Noon.  Hope Seedling Church, 107 Griffiths Rd., Lambton, Newcastle NSW.
Contact: Dianne Imison, Tel: 0421 154 013.

 Tuesday 12th February 7 PM.  Redlands Church of Christ, 51 Allenby Rd., Alexandra Hills  4161 QLD
Contact: Joan Moss Tel: 0423 772 418 or Anne Window Tel: 0477 000 773. 

 Wednesday 13th February 7 PM.  Church of Christ, Beaconsfield Rd., Beaconsfield, Mackay QLD.
Contact: Mike Hutchison  Tel: 0409 393 266.

 Thursday 14th February 7 PM.  Lower Hall, 1/3 Hill St., Woombye, Sunshine Coast QLD. Contact:
Dave and Ve Hofmann Tel: 0405 949992.

 Friday 15th February 2 PM.  Sunbury Bapst Church, 207 Gap Rd., Sunbury VIC.  Contact: Lois Gallus,
Tel: 0417 252 726 

 Sunday 17th February 2:45 PM. Australia Israel Friendship Associaon (AIFA)  Locaon TBA.
Melbourne VIC Contact:: Fay Ganly Tel: 03 9836 3201 Email: austerbow2004@yahoo.com.au. 

 Monday 18th February 1:30 PM.  Home of Jeremy Johnstone, 15 Lower Beckhams Rd., Maiden Bully,
Bendigo, VIC.  Contact: Jeremy Tel: 0437 013 481 

 Monday 18th February.  7 PM for 7:30 PM.  Stairway Church, East-Wing Lounge, 171 Rooks Rd.,
Vermont  VIC.  Contact: Tim and Karen Wilson  Tel: 0409 080 549, 0412 446 739. 

 Tuesday 19th February 7 PM.  Waurn Ponds Community Church, 48 Waurnvale Drive, Belmont  
Geelong VIC  Contact: Glenda Pedler.  Tel: 03 5243 8810

A free will love offering will be received 
to help the ongoing work of CFOIC Heartland in Israel. 

Judea and Samaria: 
From the Bible to Modern Israel 



9December 2018 Opinion Piece

by Peter Wertheim, The Spectator  | Originally posted on  November 10, 2018. Reprinted with permission.

Australians do support recognising 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital

The brouhaha that followed the federal 
government’s announcement that 
Australia will consider moving Australia’s 
Israeli embassy to Jerusalem continues 
to sputter along. Immediately following 
the announcement the ABC reported, 
correctly, that Indonesia’s Foreign 
Minister Retno Marsudi had expressed 
concerns about the announcement to 
Marise Payne. But the ABC also jumped 
the gun and reported, incorrectly, that 
Indonesia was considering putting 
the proposed Indonesia Australia 
Comprehensive Economic Partnership 
on hold. The latter proposition was 
swiftly and emphatically denied by 
Indonesian Trade Minister Enggartiasto 
Lukito who confirmed that the deal 
remains on track to be signed this 
year. The deal is as much in Indonesia’s 
interests as Australia’s.

Whilst the Palestinian cause is a highly 
emotive one within the 56 states of the 
Organisation of Islamic Co-operation, 
including Indonesia and Malaysia, none 
of these states has a record of putting its 
concerns for the Palestinians ahead of 
its own national interests. States rarely 
place sentiment above their national 
interests.  The Indonesian Trade 
Minister’s statements should not have 
come as a surprise.

A second tack taken by critics of the 
announcement was given voice by 
the Palestinian Authority’s envoy to 
Australia, Izzat Abdulhadi, who claimed 
that moving the Australian Embassy 
to Jerusalem would be ‘contrary to 
international law’ and would thus make 
Australia ‘an international pariah’. 
To support the claim, Palestinian 
spokespeople frequently cite UN 
Security Council Resolution 478 which 
they say is a decision binding on all 
States under Article 25 of the UN 
Charter. However, 478 only applies 
to action taken by Israel to assert its 
sovereignty ‘in the Palestinian and 
other Arab territories occupied since 
June 1967, including Jerusalem’. Israel’s 
government precinct is located in the 
western part of the city, which has been 
part of Israel’s sovereign territory since 
1948. It is not located in the part of 
Jerusalem ‘occupied [by Israel] since 
June 1967’. The US Embassy is located 
in the western part of the city, as would 
any other embassy, including ours.

A third criticism was the assertion that 
most Australians are opposed to moving 
our embassy in Israel to Jerusalem. A 
Roy Morgan SMS survey undertaken on 
December 14-15, 2017 was dusted off to 
support this claim. It asked the question: 
Do you support or oppose President 
Trump’s recent decision to declare 
Jerusalem the capital of Israel? The 
survey found 76 per cent of Australians 
opposed the Trump announcement and 
24 per cent supported it. Implausibly, 
there were no ‘Don’t know’s.

The wording of the question suffered 
from several defects. It linked 
recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s 
capital with Trump, who on any view 
is a polarising personality. It also mis-
characterised Trump’s decision. Trump 

did not ‘declare’ Jerusalem to be the 
capital of Israel; the US recognised it as 
already being Israel’s capital.

There is no way of knowing which of 
those who answered ‘No’ did so because 
they did not like Trump personally, 
or were put off by the controversy, or 
were misled into believing that Trump 
was ‘declaring’ Jerusalem to be Israel’s 
capital, rather than because they were 
opposed in principle to recognising the 
reality that Israel’s seat of government 
has for decades been 
in Jerusalem.

Israel’s parliament, 
ministerial offices, 
Supreme Court, 
President’s residence 
and PM’s residence 
have all been located 
in the western part 
of Jerusalem since 
the early days of the 
state. This is not part 
of the area that Israel 
captured during the 
1967 war and is not 
designated by the 
UN as ‘Occupied 
Palestinian Territory’. 
It is not a part of the 
city that has been the 
subject of negotiations 
for a two-state 
outcome. Locating 
an embassy in the 
uncontested western 
part of Jerusalem 
would in no way pre-judge the future 
status of the contested eastern part of 
the city captured by Israel in 1967. It 
is ironic that some of those who argue 
against a unilateral embassy move on 
the false premise that it would pre-

judge a permanent status issue in 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict, namely 
the future status of the eastern part 
of Jerusalem, are the very people 
seeking to commit Labor at its National 
Conference in December to extend 
unilateral recognition to a Palestinian 
state. That move would necessarily pre-
judge a whole raft of issues, including 
east Jerusalem.

My organisation, the Executive Council 
of Australian Jewry, was keen to test 

the veracity of the 
Roy Morgan survey. 
We commissioned 
YouGov/Galaxy to 
conduct a poll asking: In 
1949, Israel designated 
Jerusalem to be its 
capital city, and has 
its parliament there. 
Do you think Australia 
should recognise 
Jerusalem as the 
capital of Israel? The 
survey was conducted 
in February among 
1,205 Australians. 
The demographic 
distribution of the 
sample as between 
age, gender, marital/
parental status, 
geographical location, 
income level and 
educational attainment 
reflected the results 
of the 2016 census as 
published by the ABS. 

The margin of error was plus or minus 
2.9 per cent.

The results paint a very different 
picture to the published Roy Morgan 
findings. A key finding of the YouGov 

survey was that when the question 
of Jerusalem was framed as one of 
whether to ‘recognise’ (rather than 
‘declare’) Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, 
and was asked without mentioning 
Trump or the US, Australians supported 
recognition by a margin of almost two 
to one (40 to 21 per cent).  Based on 
party preference, those supporting 
recognition outnumbered those against 
in every group except the Greens.

My organisation, the peak representative 
body of the Jewish community, has long 
supported recognising the reality that 
Jerusalem is Israel’s capital and moving 
the embassy there. Of course Jerusalem 
strikes an emotional chord for all Jews. 
It has been our people’s spiritual and 
political capital since the dawn of the 
Iron Age 3,000 years ago. But we also 
believe it is in Australia’s interests, and the 
interests of peoples of the Middle East, 
for western nations to back the region’s 
only real democracy, instead of cravenly 
yielding to threats of retaliation or, worse 
still, conjuring up the spectre of threats 
which don’t exist. The announcement 
of the Australian government that it is 
open to considering whether Australia’s 
embassy in Israel should be moved to 
Jerusalem was made four days before 
the highly-significant by-election for 
the Federal seat of Wentworth. The 
timing of the announcement led to a 
storm of criticism. Yet when the issue of 
recognising Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
is considered on its merits, without 
being accompanied by the hoopla of 
Australian (or US) domestic politics, 
the idea enjoys far more support than 
opposition. Its time will come.

Based 
on party 

preference, 
those 

supporting 
recognition 

outnumbered 
those against 

in every 
group except 
the Greens.
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Anti-Semitism has been called 
the longest hatred. It is evil, 
violent, and inflicted with 
shocking incidents.
Last October shooter Robert Bowers 
killed eleven Jews and wounded six 
during a Shabbat worship time at the 
Tree of Life, Synagogue in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. Bowers screamed “All 
Jews Must Die” during the attack. “The 
Darkest Hour in our City’s History” 
declared analyst and commentator 
Jim Denison (Denison Forum, 
christianheadlines.com)

Carly Davis writing for Tablet Magazine 
said, “This particular crime was incredibly 
violent, a deadly act of anti-Semitism 
—an ancient,  systematic hatred that 
must be named, studied, understood, 
and ferociously fought. Anti-Semitism 
must be named. And Jews must not 
be erased from the specific form of 
hatred that is targeting us and killing 
us.” (Stop Erasing the Jewish Victims 
of Anti-Semitic Violence, Carly Davis. 
tabletmag.com, October 30, 2018)

Dr Jeff Cohen walked to the bedside 
of the shooter, 46 years old Bowers.  
“I looked at him and I wanted to 
understand why did he do this. I had 
no answers.’  Cohen, the Jewish doctor 
leads the team at Allegheny General 
Hospital. They treated the mass 
murderer. “How are you feeling” the 
Doctor asked. “I’m feeling OK” came 
the reply. 

As Dr Cohen left, the FBI agent in 
charge said, ‘I don’t know how you did 
that. I’m not sure I could of.’ Dr Cohen, 
a Jew, knows history. He has been there, 
done that! As a Jewish commentator 
said, “We mourn! It’s what we do!” The 
doctor is also a member of Etz Chaim.

The Sunday after the attack at a public 
vigil, the Israel Minister of Diaspora 
and Education Naftali Bennet spoke 
from Psalm 23. “Today we stand in the 
shadow of death. In the shadow of a 
cowardly, terror attack on Jews who were 
in a synagogue to pray. The deadliest 
anti-Semitic attack in the history of the 
United States.”

Jason Greenblatt who travelled with 
President Trump to Pittsburgh just days 
later wrote: “A murderous ideology and 
hatred has reared its vicious and ugly 
head in our great nation. Jews around 
the world are in grave danger from the 
scourge of anti-Semitism. All Americans 
are in danger from this scourge. There 
is only one solution to this—we must 
call out and root out all forms of hatred, 
wherever it exists. We must teach our 
children to love, to respect, to fight all 
hatred, and to stand brave and tall.” 
(Assistant to President Trump: What 
I Learned from my Visit to the Tree of 
Life Synagogue, Jason Greenblatt, Fox 
News, 31 October, 2018)

I marvel at the resilience of the victims. 
Ellie Weisel the Holocaust survivor, 
Nobel prizewinner, activist and author 
said, “We must choose between the 
violence of adults and the smiles of 
children. Between the ugliness of hate 
and the will to oppose it. Between 
inflicting suffering and humiliation on 
our fellow man and offering him the 
solidarity and hope he deserves.”

Anti-Semitism is not a 21st Century 
phenomenon. It dates back many years 
and the church is not innocent of its birth.

Early in the second century, Christian 
leaders proclaimed the church ‘the New 
Israel.’ Jews were maligned, cursed, 
humiliated and ridiculed.

Justin Martyr wrote ‘Dialogue with 
Trypho, a Jew’ in 160 CE.  He declared 
then Jews had been separated from 
other nations. “Jews are desolate’ he 
wrote ‘forbidden to enter Jerusalem.’ 
He taught God had 
finished with the 
Jew and the divine 
promises were then 
transferred to the 
Church.

Church Father Origen 
wrote, “And these 
calamities they (the 
Jews) have suffered, 
because they are a 
most wicked nation.”

John Chysostom said, 
‘the synagogue is not 
only a brothel and 
a theatre, it is also a 
den of robbers, and 
a lodging of wild 
beasts.’ These vile 
remarks came because 
the Jews were seen as having crucified 
the Lord.

Famously Martin Luther wrote ‘On the 
Jews and Their Lies.’ (1543) He chose 
‘venomous’ and ‘disgusting’ to describe 
them and went so far as to says their 
synagogues be burned, their homes 
destroyed and all Jewish holy books  
be confiscated.

The Jews were blamed for the Black 
Death in Europe. Over 200 Jewish 
communities were destroyed.

Moshe Avraham Ben Baruch wrote: 

“The writings of the Church Fathers 
led to the pogroms and killings also in 
Poland and the Ukraine. They led to the 
inquisition torture chambers in Spain 
and Portugal and were the precursors 
to the hate laws in Italy, England and 
Russia. They eventually led to the gas 
chambers in  Auschwitz.” (The Teacher 
and the Preacher, Moshe Avraham Ben 
Baruch, Shorashin)

There was a Repentance Conference 
hosted by the Evangelical Sisterhood of 
Mary in Jerusalem, 2001.  Then Moshe 

Auman, a veteran 
of the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs (Israel) 
said, “Jewish people 
have experienced 
unmitigated hatred 
at various points 
of history. The only 
thing that can begin 
a process of healing is 
unconditional love.”

In the first Christian 
church of Jesus day, 
most were Jews. 
The Apostles were 
unashamedly Jewish. 
When they died, 
a change came. 
Gentiles who had little 
or no respect for the 

Jews came in and that early rich Jewish 
connection was removed.

There is a loud wake up call for 
Christians to embrace love and respect 
in  their connection with Jewish people 
everywhere.

In the midst of anti-Semitic violence 
and horror we must determine to bring 
forth light.

December 2-10 this year Jews once 
again rejoiced in Hanukkah celebrations. 
They light a candle each night using the 
Shamash, the attendant candle.

I like to think of the Shamash as a 
symbol of the Lord who came to bring 
light. Through His light the darkness of 
ant-Semitism is removed. And I believe, 
this is the only way.

The Lord spoke clearly through the 
prophet Isaiah: “’Comfort, yes comfort 
My people,’ says your God. ‘Speak 
tenderly to Jerusalem and tell her that 
her sad days are gone. Her sins are 
pardoned, and I have punished her in 
full for all her sins.” (Isaiah 40: 1)

When this Word was declared Israel 
needed good news. They were in 
captivity under domination by gentiles. 
When read in the context of abusing 
Jews today the instruction is clear. This 
Word is to Zion. In Zion the glory of the 
Lord will be brilliantly revealed.

In the context of His love for His people, 
anti-Semitism is an abomination.

I am humbled by the words of Ellie 
Weisel. 

“Now, when I hear that Christians are 
getting together in order to defend the 
people of Israel, of course it brings joy 
to my heart. And it simply says, look, 
people have learned from history!” 

Was he right?

May Their Memory  
Be A Blessing:

Joyce Feinberg, 75, Richard 
Gottfried 65, Rose Mallinger 97, 
Jerry Rabinowitz 66, Cecil Rosenthal 
54, Bernice Simon 84, Sylvan Simon 
86, Daniel Stein 71, Melvin Wax 88, 
Irving Younger 69.

___________________________________
Ron Ross worked as a newsman in 
Jerusalem, broadcasting Middle East 
reports internationally. He is the Middle East 
correspondent for Vision Christian Radio and 
a popular speaker. www.ronross.org
ronandyvonne@mac.com

by Ron Ross

The Longest Hatred!

In the midst  
of anti-Semitic 

violence 
and horror 

we must 
determine to 

bring forth 
light.

People gather for a vigil in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood. Photograph: Matt Rourke/AP
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The festival of Chanukah approaches. 

The central focus of the Chanukah story 
was the attempt by the Greeks in the 
second century BCE, to force the Jewish 
people into giving up our belief in G-d 
and in the Torah, our ritual observance, 
our values and our culture.

It was a desire to eradicate the Jewish 
people as a people, by stopping Jewish 
continuity.

As much as the battle was external, it 
was also internal. Jewish Hellenists 
believed that the best way forward was 
to adopt idol worship and assimilate 
into the Greek way of life.

The tyrant Antiochus IV, opposed the 
Jewish High Priest Yochanan, who 
readily realised the dangers to Jewish 
continuity and resisted both the external 
and internal trends. Antiochus replaced 
Yochanan with Yochanan’s brother, 
Joshua, a Hellenist Jew, who changed 
his name to Jason—a Greek name as a 
sign of assimilation.

Eventually when this was not effective 
enough, Antiochus sent his army to 
slaughter thousands of Jews, forced 
a cessation of Jewish practice and 
compelled the Jews under the threat of 
death, to worship pagan gods.

It was in the town of Modiin—
approximately where the modern Israeli 
town of Modiin is found today—that the 
first serious resistance occurred, led by 
Mattityahu and his sons.

Before Mattityahu’s death, he named 
Judah as the leader of the resistance and 
they became known as the Maccabees.

Despite overwhelming odds and facing 
an army of some 40,000 men, the 
Maccabees prevailed, rededicated the 
Temple and the miracle of one day’s 
supply of oil for the Menorah actually 
lasting eight days, took place.

And the Jewish way of life continued, 
belief in G-d, observance of the 
mitzvoth and today, the rebirth and 
renaissance of the Jewish people in the 
Jewish homeland.

Jews today once again are living in the 
thriving city of Modiin and roaming the 
Hills of Judea.

It is quite amazing how history repeats 
and parallels itself.

Today once again, Israel is surrounded 
by many groups of people who want to 
destroy the Jewish way of life and who 
want to eradicate the Jewish State.

Once again it is the few against  
the many.

Once again the world stands by.

And yet, once again it is Israel  
that prevails.

We have just this month seen nearly 
500 rockets in 48 hours launched 
against Israel’s civilian population. 
Prime Minister Netanyahu, who has a 
consistent record of using military force 
only after other methods have failed, 
agreed to a ceasefire with Hamas.

What may appear as counter intuitive 
is in fact Netanyahu’s longstanding 
modus operandi, despite constantly 
being misread by his critics. The Prime 
Minister’s actions are far more cautious 

than those who rely solely on his 
rhetoric, expect.

Many residents from the south 
protested the ceasefire and had an 
understandable dissatisfaction with it 
having to live under the rocket fire itself. 
As undesirable as the consequences 
of military action would be, no-one 
really believes Hamas will keep the 
ceasefire and whilst military action will 
not permanently resolve the issue, it will 
probably buy some few years of better 
living conditions for the people living in 
the southern parts of Israel.

Netanyahu’s decision to agree to 
the ceasefire it should be noted, was 
strongly backed up by the military 
themselves.

However, it is hard to see how in future 
such rocket fire will result in the same 
Israeli restraint.

Notwithstanding the ceasefire 
agreement, Prime Minister Netanyahu is 
seen as “Mr Security” and consistently 
outpolls any rival for the Israeli 
leadership.

As long as the people still trust 
‘Mr Security’, he will lead the next 
government just as he does this one.

All pundits agree that barring some 
legal event, it does not matter when 
the elections take place, the winner 
will be Netanyahu—again. The only 
question is who will become his junior 
coalition partners.

Election fever raged briefly in Israel as 
a result of the resignation of Defence 
Minister Avigdor Lieberman, taking his 
party with him and leaving the current 
coalition with just a razor slim majority of 
61 seats in a 120 seat parliament.

The trigger for Lieberman’s resignation 
threw into stark light, the dilemma that 
faces Israel in regards to Hamas and Gaza. 

As per usual Lieberman and Education 
Minister Naphtali Bennett (head of the 
Jewish Home party), tried to outflank 
Netanyahu on the right. Both claiming 

that the ceasefire was a mistake and 
that there was no alternative to strong 
military action.

Whilst Lieberman decided to leave the 
coalition, Bennett tried another tactic. 
He demanded the now vacated defence 
portfolio as the price of staying in the 
coalition, or he threatened, he would 
bring the government down. 

The Prime Minister, who only days 
before was being questioned on his 
supposed weakness and when all 
pundits predicted early Israeli elections 
(which are not due until November 
2019), came out strongly.

He faced down Bennett, denied him 
the defence ministry, keeping it for 
himself and dared him to bring the 
government down.

This leaves Israel in an unprecedented 
situation by the way, where the Prime 
Minister is also the Foreign Minister, the 
Defence Minister and the Health Minister.

In any case we will see elections in Israel 
probably somewhere between March 
and November 2019.

At the end of the day, only Netanyahu 
has the standing to bring Israel along to 
face up to and deal with any challenges.

There’s a lot on Netanyahu’s shoulders 
and he is being pulled in multiple 
directions. The electorate’s belief in his 
ability to better handle these issues than 
anyone else is why he is so far above 
any of his potential rivals in the polls.

To many he is a modern day Maccabee.

Together with our Christian friends we 
recall the story of Chanukah and how 
by standing by our values and beliefs, 
we will overcome whatever challenge 
presents itself.

Chanukah Sameach
___________________________________

Dr Ron Weiser AM

Public Affairs Chairman of the Zionist 
Federation of Australia and a Past President.

by Dr Ron Weiser

Happy Chanukah – A Celebration for 
the Few Against the Many

Photo: Haim Zach, GPO

...it does not 
matter when 
the elections 

take place, 
the winner 

will be 
Netanyahu—

again.



12 December 2018Next Year: Christians for Israel International Study Tour

POST FORUM 5 DAY STUDY TOUR
9-13 March 2019

For Registration + Itinerary Details:
c4israel.com.au/2019-study-tour.pdf

Join C4I Australia’s National Leader Ian & Mandy Worby 
along with this years tour leader: Christian for Israel 
International’s Theologian & Executive Director,  
Rev. Cornelis Kant.

This Study Tour will be a nice mix of spiritual, cultural, 
touristic and archaeological elements.

FROM *$1,100
per person, twin share, registration and accomodation + most meals. 
Excludes flights and pre/post tour accomodation. Conditions apply.

1300 550 830 
info@olivetreetravel.com.au

*Contact our travel agents for the  
best airfare options to suit your needs!

LAND ONLY

Theology 10

This is the fifth instalment of a 
longer article written by German 
theologian and journalist Johannes 
Gerlofff on Psalm 2. The full text of 
the article, including extensive 
footnotes, can be found at 
www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

“Then He shall speak to them in His 
wrath. In his fury He will terrify 
them.” Psalm 2:5

While the Jewish interpreters of Scripture 
have no problem understanding the 
meaning of these words, Martin Luther 

igets tangled up at this point.  Obviously, 
the reformer pushes his limits with the 
one-dimensional Christian interpretation 
of Psalm 2, focusing exclusively on the 
suffering, crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He asks, “But 
when did He speak to them in His anger, 
or in what did His anger express itself?” 
Luther considered that these words could 
have been said: “about the Roman army.” 
But then he completely misses out the 
possibility that the Romans or their vassal 
king Herod could have drawn the wrath 
of God upon themselves for having 
executed Jesus. It was actually the Roman 
occupiers who were responsible for the 
sentencing of Jesus. And they executed in 
a way typical for the Roman judicial 
system, namely as crucifixion. 

If Jesus had been executed by Jews in a 
Jewish way, he would have died by 
stoning, such as Stephen (Acts 7:45).

Luther reveals in this context how biased 
his interpretation of Scripture is by his 
anti-Jewish perspective. He concludes 
here in verse 5, “But the Jews, when they 
were devastated and slain by the Romans, 
He terrified them by the onset of fear 
eternally.” The German reformer thought 
he had to remind his readers at this point: 
“Now see the register of horrible 
punishments prepared for the murderers 
of Christ.” To conclude then: “No 
creature, not even God Himself, is 
inclined to them.”

But back to our text. Being emotionally 
charged in such a way, what does God say? 
What is His message to the nations? “I have 
set My king on Zion, the mountain of My 
holiness.” (Psalm 2:6). The British scholar 
Derek Kidner sees at this point, “this is the 

iineglected voice that has the final say.”   

First of all, Psalm 2:6 states: God is the 
One who appoints the rulers of this world 
and removes them. This was recognised 
by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar 
who confessed to the Jewish Prophet 
Daniel: “Your God is a God over all gods 
and a Lord over all kings” (Daniel 2:47). At 
the same time, the Prophet Ezekiel (17:24) 
testifies in his rich pictorial language, 
portraying the power of the world as 

trees: “All the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the Lord: I humiliate the lofty 
tree. I raise up the humble tree. I cause the 
fresh tree to wither and the dry tree to 
flourish. I, the Lord, speak and do it.”

Even before the Babylonian exile, the God 
of Israel had emerged as the actual engine 
of all ethnic migrations. He had the 
Prophet Amos (9:7) aligned: “Are you not 
like the sons of the Cushites, you sons of 
Israel? Did not I bring Israel up out of the 
land of Egypt, just like the Philistines 
from Kaftor and the Syrians from Kir?” 
Moses already knew that “the Most High 
gives the nations their inheritance,” and

 “sets the boundaries of the peoples” 
(Deuteronomy 32:8). | Photo: Lightstock

Footnotes:
i For the following compare Johann Georg Walch (hg.), 
Dr. Martin Luthers Sämtliche Schriften. Vierter Band. 
Auslegung des Alten Testaments (Fortsetzung). 
Auslegung über die Psalmen (Groß Oesingen: Verlag der 
Lutherischen Buchhandlung Heinrich Harms, 2. Auflage, 
1880-1910), 265-267.
ii Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72. An Introduction & 
Commentary, TOTC (Leicester/England and Downers 
Grove, Illinois/USA: Inter-Varsity, 1973), 51.

Johannes Gerloff (1963) is a German 
theologian, journalist and Bible 
teacher who has lived in Jerusalem 
for over 20 years. 

Dreadfully Direct  Psalm 2, Part 4b
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author

In October, the Israeli Government 
Press Office hosted the second ever 
Christian Media Summit in Jerusalem. 
Just like last year’s inaugural Summit, 
it was a hugely significant and 
important event for every Christian 
media person represented. 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu officially 
opened the event and welcomed us very 
warmly and recognised that he was 
among friends. He acknowledged that 
many Christians around the world are 
some of the best friends the nation of 
Israel has and he also acknowledged just 
how important our role is in presenting 
the truth. In fact, PM Netanyahu gave us 
one main mission: the mission to tell the 
truth. 

In his opening address to us, PM 
Netanyahu said, “I think people have to 
tell the truth. You are ambassadors of 
truth. You’re not merely the greatest 
ambassadors that Israel has around the 
world; you’re champions of truth. If 
there’s one thing that I can ask you to do, 
it’s to tell the truth. Tell the truth about 
our history, tell the truth about our 
present, tell the truth about who wants 
peace, and who doesn’t want peace.” 

We live in a world that has redefined so 
many things from marriage, social justice, 
morality, ethics and even whether a baby 
in the womb is worthy of life! Ultimately, 
at the heart of all these redefinitions is 
the redefinition of truth. 

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” 

Little did he know, Jesus actually gave the 
answer to that very question the previous 
night, shortly before His arrest. He was 
praying for His disciples, and asked the 
Father to: “Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Of course, 
we also know that if you know the truth, 
it’s going to set you free (John 8:32).

During the Summit we heard from men 
and women involved in high tech. We 
heard from media personalities, the IDF, 
politicians, religious leaders, the 
entertainment industry and even farmers 
and educators. We saw demonstrated 
visually, the widening gap between those 
on the left and right and the monumental 
task of bringing understanding and 
balance between those two extremes. 

We see the same thing in our own 
nations, and the reason the gap is so vast 
is truth is now relative and preferential. 

The overall message from the Summit for 
every Christian broadcaster present was 
the necessity to return home and use our 
media resources, to tell the truth. It’s 
patently clear that the majority of secular 
media outlets are agenda driven, more 
often than not with an agenda that is 
hostile to Israel. As Christians in the 
media, we need to tell the truth of the 
reality of life on the ground in Israel to 
combat the litany of lies and falsehoods.

Truth is under attack, but truth will set 
people free, and that’s our commitment.

Christian Media Summit 2018
By Mandy Worby, Christians for Israel Australia

Christian Media Summit attendees outside the KnessetPM Benjamin Netanyahu opening the Christian Media Summit 2018
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The following infographic shows how 
many Jews live around the world 
according to official figures. It also 
contains an overview of how many 
Jews went to Israel in the past 
decade. 

For 2017 we specified the number of 
Jews leaving from certain countries. 
These figures do need some 
explanation. 

>> Massive Return? 

There were times when Jews from around 
the world went to the Promised Land in 
great numbers. One such time was shortly 
after the establishment of the State of 
Israel. Jews living in Arab countries no 
longer felt safe to remain after the Arab 
world turned against Israel and numerous 
Jewish communities in Arab lands. The 
collapse of the Soviet Union led to a 

stream of hundreds of thousands of Jews 
to Israel. The communist regime had 
forbidden them for years to emigrate, and 
now their long-cherished wish could 
finally be fulfilled. The influx of new 
immigrants in the last ten years may seem 
a bit meagre compared to those times. 

>> Official Figures
Official figures are always controversial. 

An exact count is just impossible. Take 
Ukraine for example. According to ‘official 
figures’ the country still has 53,000 Jews. 
If 7,000 return on a yearly basis, it would 
mean that after 2025 there will be no Jews 
left. However, the Jews in Ukraine suspect 
that there are more ‘hidden Jews’ in the 
country. Many Ukrainians and their 
Jewish ancestors, hid their origin or even 
forgot it in fear of pogroms, or in fear of 
the communist regime which forbade any 
form of religion. 

>> Twelve Tribes
Then there are the twelve tribes, known 
as the ‘Jews’. They descend mainly from 
the tribes of Judah, Benjamin and Levi, 
who formed the kingdom of Judah in the 
Bible. The kingdom of Israel however, was 
led into exile in the time of the kings. The 
tribes of the former kingdom of Israel are 
known as the ‘ten lost tribes’. However 
recently there is convincing evidence that 
descendants of at least one such tribe, 
Bnei Menashe, have been located in 
Northern India. Many of those 
descendants are now making aliyah back 
to Israel. Evidence is emerging that 
descendants of other tribes of Israel have 
been identified in various places around 
the world. Whoever reads the biblical 
promises, understands that the Lord will 
bring all twelve tribes back to the 
Promised Land. We are not there yet. But 
it does create anticipation.

06 Israel 70 Years

NORTH AMERICA
6,090,000 Jews

EUROPE & THE FORMER SOVIET UNION
1,359,100 Jews

ISRAEL
6,589,000 Jews

ASIA
19,600 Jews

AFRICA
74,000 Jews

SOUTH AMERICA
380,600 Jews

Number of Jews who 
returned to Israel in:

2008 13,701 Jews
2009 14,575 Jews
2010 16,635 Jews
2011 16,893 Jews
2012 16,560 Jews
2013 16,929 Jews
2014 24,120 Jews
2015 27,908 Jews
2016 25,977 Jews
2017 26,357 Jews

Number of Jews who returned in 2017 from:

UKRAINE 7,046 Jews U.S.A. 2,567 Jews
RUSSIA  7,135 Jews UK  468 Jews
FRANCE 3,157 Jews

Sources: Israeli Central Bureau of Statistics, Jewish Agency, jewishvirtuallibrary.org

Jews Returning Home

OCEANIA
120,800 Jews

The nights in Ethiopia are 
unimaginably dark. In the small 
village where I was born, we had only 
the light from the moon and stars to 
illuminate our nights - yet that never 
deterred my grandfather from his 
holy obligations. 

I remember sitting next to him one 
evening when I was a young girl while he 
prayed in front of our ‘Gojo’ (house). I 
asked him “What are you saying?” and he 
responded “L’amlak aIsrael,” – God of 
Israel, “Redeem and take us back home to 
Jerusalem.” My childhood had been ripe 
with stories about our holy city of 
Jerusalem, so I raised my hands and joined 
my father in silent prayer, “Amlak aIsrael.”

It is hard to believe that I am writing these 
words as a diplomat of the State of Israel. 
I could not be more proud. I was only ten 
years old when my family made Aliyah to 
Israel. The experience of landing in a 
country that you had been dreaming of 
for your entire existence was life-altering, 
to say the least. The Jews of Beta Yisrael 
(the House of Israel) had left Israel during 
the time of the First Temple, so there was 
much to catch up on as you can imagine.

“I will gather you from the peoples, 
assemble you from the countries where 
you have been scattered, and I will give 
you the land of Israel.” (Ezekiel 11:17)

How fortunate are we to live in the days 
when God’s promises are coming true and 

that the People of Israel are returning 
home to the Holy Land? This past year, 
more and more Jews have returned home 
to Israel as we are celebrating 70 years of 
independence in a strong, vibrant and 
innovative country of our own.

A place where every Jew can feel 
confident that no matter where they live, 
they are safe from the pogroms, attacks 
and discrimination that have followed us 
throughout the generations in exile. 

As we celebrate 70 years since the 
reestablishment of the State of Israel in 
our ancestral homeland, we reflect on the 
struggles, tragedies and challenges that 
have come with rebuilding our home and 
the contributions that we have made 
towards making the world a better place. 
Whether it be in creating new life-saving 
medical technology, revolutionary 
applications and hardware that have 
changed how we compute and 
communicate or even how we engage in 
agriculture or conservation, Israeli 
innovation has become a fundamental 
part of almost every person’s life on planet 
earth, whether they are aware of it or not.

All of this could not be possible without 
the help and support from our friends all 
around the world. Thanks to 
organisations such as Christians for Israel 
New Zealand, Israel has not only survived 
but continues to thrive and give back in 
every way possible. Thank you for all your 
friendship and unwavering support. May 

God Bless You and Yours this upcoming 
holiday season, and from your friends in 
Israel, we hope to see you all soon.

Kasa Bainesay-Harbor (pictured 
above) was recently a guest speaker 
at the ‘Israel70’ event held in 
Auckland, New Zealand. 

Led by Christians for Israel NZ, an 
organising committee representing 
many of New Zealand’s pro-Israel 
groups, partnered with Keren Hayesod 
of Israel in a fundraising effort to 
celebrate Israel’s 70th Anniversary of 
Independence. The project focussed 

on sponsoring Jews living in Ethiopia 
to make aliyah to Israel.

Over 200 people welcomed dignitaries, 
including the Israeli Ambassador to 
New Zealand, Dr Itzhak Gerberg, and 
the Deputy Chief of Mission Kasa 
Bainesay-Harbor. In a remarkable 
display of solidarity, the VIP guests 
included a group of Parliamentarians 
led by the Hon. Alfred Ngaro, Leader 
of the Parliamentary Friends of Israel. 
The event was a huge success, sending 
a clear message to Israel; that they 
have many friends in New Zealand. 

Israel - 70 Years of Opportunity
By Kasa Bainesay-Harbor, Deputy Chief of Mission, Embassy of Israel in New Zealand
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th5  Thesis: God is Faithful
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

In this article, we continue our 
discussion of the ‘Twelve Theses of 
Faith on Israel’ published by 
Christians for Israel.

Thesis 5: We believe that the Lord will be 
faithful to all the Covenants He made 
with Israel, as well as to all the promises 
He gave to the Church. 

Elaboration: We confess that the Lord is 
faithful to all of His Covenants with 
Israel. God did not reject His people, nor 
did He temporarily put them aside. Israel 
remains to be the axis in God’s plans of 
salvation for the world. Not all of the 
promises have yet been fulfilled in Christ, 
but He is the sure guarantee for their 
future and final fulfilment.

Clarification: In various translations it is 
written as a caption above chapter 11 of the 
Epistle to the Romans: ‘National Israel is 
temporarily set aside but not cast away 
permanently’. Captions – of course – do 
not appear in the original Greek text of 
the New Testament, as they are added 
later by the editor. In reality, the text says 
the opposite! Romans 11:1: “I ask then: Did 

God reject His people? By no means!” And 
at the end of his impressive dealing with 
the mystery Paul succinctly exclaims: “For 
God’s gifts and His calling are irrevocable.” 

Often people in the churches give the 
impression that all the promises made to 
Israel have been fulfilled in Christ, 
referring to Paul: “For all the promises of 
God in him are Yes, and in Him Amen, to 
the glory of God through us” (2 Corinthians 
1:20). What Paul means, however, is that 
the Lord Jesus is the guarantee that we can 
trust the promises of God. 

In Romans 15:8-11, Paul quite vividly 
expresses this point, in order that the 
nations shall also worship and praise the 
God of Israel: ‘Now I say that Jesus Christ 
has become a servant to the circumcision 
for the truth of God, to confirm the 
promises made to the fathers, and that 
the Gentiles might glorify God for His 

mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I 
will confess to You among the Gentiles, 
And sing to Your name.” And again he 
says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His 
people!” And again: “Praise the Lord, all 
you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!”’

>> Reflection by 
Kees de Vreugd 
First of all, thesis 5 is a confession of 
praise to God. We rejoice in God’s 
faithfulness, as we experience His 

goodness both in the life of Israel and in 
our personal lives. We glorify God for His 
mercy.

And as God is faithful, Christ is faithful, 
too. Even ‘if we are faithless, He remains 
faithful, for He cannot deny himself’        
(2 Timothy 2:13). What a great Saviour we 
have. In Him, God’s faithfulness has taken 
flesh and blood. 

The explanation of thesis 5 makes an 
important point: ‘not all of the promises 
have yet been fulfilled in Christ, but He is 
the sure guarantee for their future and 
final fulfilment.’ This echoes the saying of 
Paul in Romans 15:8: ‘Christ has become a 
servant to the circumcision on behalf of 
the truth of God to confirm the promises 
given to the fathers’. Paul does not just say 
that Christ has come to fulfil the 
promises. Of course, He comes as the 
fulfilment of the Scriptures. 

However, His coming does not make the 
promises obsolete. Rather, the promises 
remain promises. Twofold is Christ’s 
ministry in Paul’s words, revolving around 
the ‘truth of God’. Christ confirms the 
promises to the fathers. He will restore 
the people of Israel to its promised land, 
and He will restore the kingship of David. 
That is one part of His mission. The other 
part is that He brings the Gentiles to 
glorify God for His mercy. Christ brings 
the nations to join Israel in praise of her 
God. 

So in Romans 15, as in many parts of the 
Bible, it is about Israel and the nations. 
What about the church? 

Could it be that the church is that unique 
and promising community, where believers 
of the nations already join in with Israel in 
glorifying God? Maybe, the church is really 
something of the future. The promises 
given to the Church could be summed up 
in just one promise: the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit. This is the indwelling of the 
Divine Presence, or in other words, the 
orientation towards Jerusalem. Every other 
promise is first and foremost preserved for 
Israel, even – I believe – the promise of 
governing the nations.

Faithful to His covenants, the Lord 
renews His covenant with Israel. The 
nations pick the fruits of that renewal: 
they, too, receive the promise, the blessing 
of the Holy Spirit. Because God renews 
the covenant with Israel, Israel reaches its 
destiny, and the nations receive blessing.

Short News

Exports from the UK to Israel have 
increased considerably in the first half 
of 2018. That puts Israel in second 
place as the most important export 
partner worldwide. Only the USA 
exceeds the UK. Exports mainly 
comprise of mineral products, 
machinery and electric appliances.  

Rental Bikes in 
Jerusalem

Soon you will be able to rent a bicycle 
in Jerusalem too, at one of the shelters 
in the city. There will be fifty shelters 
with room for 500 bicycles. Tel Aviv has 
had facilities for renting a bicycle for 
quite some time. Several companies are 
trying to get their share of the demand 
for bicycle transport. In Jerusalem only 
one company will be permitted to hire 
out bicycles. | Photo: Flash90 

BDS Not Very 
Meaningful
The activists really go for it: BDS – 
Boycott, Divest and Sanction Israel. 
The media regularly expatiate about it. 
Still, the economic consequences of 
BDS for Israeli companies prove to be 
small. The economic journal Globes 
conducted a seven year survey 
amongst hundreds of large Israeli 
companies from all sectors. Only 0.75 
per cent of the companies were 
effected by a boycott. The damage 
suffered was about ten per cent of the 
turnover, and that was in 2014. In the 
remaining years most companies 
experienced no damage at all. 

Tulips Instead of 
Rockets 

Teams of volunteers from the 
Netherlands handed out thousands of 
tulip bulbs in Israel at the end of 
November on behalf of the Dutch 
branch of Christians for Israel. 
Southern Israel has been in the grip of 
violence. Terror from Gaza increased: 
rockets land on villages and cities 
(resulting in many casualties), fire 
balloons destroy thousands of acres of 
farmland. In the northern part of 
Israel, it is not quiet either. Especially 
at the places where not many visitors 
come, tulips were distributed. In a few 
months, the tulips which were planted 
will blossom as a reminder of their 
friends in the Netherlands!

Twelve Theses of Faith on Israel 
1. We believe that Israel was created and chosen by God to bless the nations.

2. We believe that the Church and the nations should bless Israel. 

3. We believe that the Church has not replaced Israel. By faith in Jesus Christ we also 
have become ‘children of Abraham’, the father of all who believe.

4. We believe that all the Covenants since Abraham have been made with Israel. 

5. We believe that the Lord will be faithful to all the Covenants He made with Israel, 
as well as to all the promises He gave to the Church. 

6. We believe that there is the mystery of the hardening in part of Israel for our sake, but 
that there is also the blindness of the Church for Israel, and a veil over the nations 
with regard to Israel.

7. We believe that the Church should repent for all deeds of anti-Semitism committed in 
her name, and should show her true repentance in acts of love and solidarity with 
Israel and the Jewish people.

8. We believe that the restoration of the Jewish people to the Promised Land of Israel is 
the beginning of ultimate redemption. We believe that the nations carry a 
responsibility to help the Jews return.

9. We believe that the City of Jerusalem is the place where the Lord again will make His 
Holy Name dwell.

10. We believe that one day, Messiah will come to establish His worldwide Kingdom, 
Then the bodily resurrection of the righteous dead will take place and they will reign 
with Christ in His Kingdom on earth. We therefore pray for the peace of Jerusalem.

11. We believe that the Son of man will sit in judgment over the nations when the 
Kingdom comes and will ask them how they have treated Israel and the Jewish people.

12. We believe that ultimately and finally the renewal of all things will take place. 
Creation will be delivered from its bondage to decay and be brought into the glorious 
freedom of the children of God. And God will be all and in all.

What a great Saviour we have. 
In Him, God’s faithfulness has 
taken flesh and blood. 

Exports from UK to 
Israel on the Rise
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08 Theology

On the streets in Jerusalem, in Jewish 
homes, and even in many cities 
worldwide, Hanukkah lights are 
kindled, the first night one light, the 
second night two, and so on, until on 
the last night eight candles are burning. 

The ritual is simple. At the lighting of the 
candle, a blessing is said commemorating 
the miracle of Hanukkah. Usually, the 
hymn Ma’oz Tzur Yeshu’ati (‘Solid Rock of 
my Salvation’) is sung. And it has become 
a custom to eat sufganiyot, a sort of 
doughnut baked in oil, referring to the 
miracle of the oil. 

>> History
Hannukah celebrates the (re)dedication of 
the temple. The history is described in the 
books of the Maccabees. It happened in 
167 BC. The Greek king Antioch IV 
Epiphanes, who ruled over Israel, placed 
an ‘abomination of desolation’ (1 Macc. 
1:54, Daniel 9:27) in the temple in 
Jerusalem: a statue for the Greek deity 
Zeus. He also had pigs sacrificed on the 
altar. In an unparalleled attempt to 
assimilate the Jewish people into the 
Greek-Hellenistic culture, Sabbath, 

circumcision and study of the Torah were 
forbidden. 

The elite in Jerusalem, among which 
many priests, had already adopted Greek 
culture. But the people in the land 
resisted. A clan of priest-farmers in the 
city of Modi’in, the Maccabees, started a 
revolt against the Greeks. Under the 
leadership of Judas Maccabeus, the Jewish 
people succeeded in taking over Jerusalem 
and expelling the Greeks from the city. 
The temple was purified from idolatry, 
and on the same date as it was desecrated, 
the 25th of Kislew, the altar was 
rededicated. The celebration of the 
rededication took eight days, just like the 
eight days of the feast of tabernacles, and 
like the original dedication of the first 
temple. The temple was ornamented with 
crowns and bosses of gold and was 
abundantly lit. From then on, the feast of 
the dedication has been celebrated yearly. 
Jesus, too, celebrated the Feast of the 
Dedication in the temple (John 10:22).

The Talmud relates the story that, when 
they entered the temple and wanted to 
light the Menorah (the seven-branched 
candelabra), no oil was ritually fit for the 
Menorah. Finally, however, they found a 

small jar of ritually pure oil, just enough 
for one day. However, a miracle occurred: 
the Menorah burnt for eight days on this 
small amount. And this was long enough 
to produce new pure oil. 

>> Dedication
The word Hanukkah means dedication. 
Hanukkah is not just about lighting 
candles. It is about dedicating and re-

dedicating oneself to a life by God’s Word. 
It is a Jewish thought that every human 
being is supposed to make of himself a 
temple, a sanctuary by learning the values 
of God’s Word. In this way, he spreads 
light into the world. That is how Israel 
understands her own being in the world. 
This year, Hanukkah is celebrated from 
Sunday evening 2 December till Monday 
evening 10 December. | Photo: Gershon 
Elinson/Flash90

Festival of Lights
By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

A new Europe is on the rise. A new 
Babylon. A new Empire in the name of 
Man. Like a new phoenix, a shining 
firebird, a breath-taking ‘Brave New 
World’ is arising from the ashes of the 
unimaginable world conflagrations of the 

past century with two World Wars. With a 
new spirit. A new kind of humanism is on 
the rise – combined even with a new kind 
of religious awareness. Not even the Pope 
was able to prevent Europe’s new 
constitution in progress from omitting 

any reference to God or the Judeo-
Christian traditions and values that have 
shaped and formed and put their stamp 
on Europe for centuries. It is new 
enterprise in the name of Man. We have 
had the benefits and blessings of the 
Judeo-Christian way of thinking, but 
people don’t want it anymore. 

So secularisation, materialism and a 
decline of churches and Christian faith 
and ethics are in progress. 

>> Rebellion
Man is a fallen creature. Rebellion against 
God runs through our veins and the 
forces of darkness stand ready to lead us 
on. With Satan as the grand master in the 
background. But the downfall in the end 
will be terrible.

The new spirit of humanism looks 
suspiciously like that of ancient Hellenism, 
which had spread throughout the world by 
the Greeks, and especially by Alexander 
the Great and his descendants. That spirit 

of Hellenism once clashed powerfully with 
the God of Israel as you can read in the 
article about Hanukkah above. 

>> Celebrating 
Hanukkah and 
Christmas Together
Christians and Jews celebrate their unique 
Feast of Light. Why not celebrate 
Hanukkah together? We are facing a 
common enemy. The Kingdom of Man 
over and against the Kingdom of God. 
Babylon versus Jerusalem. Christians and 
Jews should stand together, side by side 
against a wave of spiritual darkness 
setting upon planet earth and mankind. 
Together we should be a new spiritual 
resistance movement against new 
occupying forces. Maybe eventually forced 
underground. But victorious in the end! 
Babylon will fall and Jerusalem will come 
down from heaven to earth.

Happy Hanukkah and Christmas
By Rev Willem JJ Glashouwer, President Christians for Israel International 

This Menorah, shaped in the form of the Star of David, was built in 2013 by Christians for Israel Netherlands. 
It is a landmark that illustrates the light that Israel and the Jewish people are to the world, and it symbolises 
beautifully universal values such as friendship, tolerance and appreciation.

The Menorah on the Mountain 
Kibbutz Ketura, in the south of Israel, is 
a small, quiet agricultural settlement, 
with a rich tradition of community 
celebration. Behind the kibbutz looms a 
stately limestone cliff. The view from the 
top is stunning, particularly at sunset, 
when the red mountains of Jordan on 
the opposite side of the Arava Valley turn 
radiant shades of pink and purple. 

With Ketura and its neighboring 
kibbutzim laid out in crisp panoramic 
detail, one might easily miss the 
seemingly irrelevant series of nine large 
ash cans that stand along the edge of the 
cliff like silent, rusted sentinels. But they 
are one of the most important cultural 
icons of this little kibbutz. This is the 
community’s Hanukkah menorah.

Each night of Hanukkah, a different 
child from Ketura’s bar mitzvah class 
ascends the mountain at sunset, 
accompanied by a parent, and lights the 
menorah. Moving with simple grace 
through the darkness, the child lights the 
appropriate ash cans. Below in the 
kibbutz, families gather outside, staring 
up at the menorah that has just been lit.

Courtesy of Bill Slott, the Times of Israel
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Recently released information and 
comments made by Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu during an address to 
the Israeli public on Sunday 18 November 
shed new light on the mini-war between 
the Palestinian terror groups in Gaza and 
the Israeli Defence Forces (IDF) in mid-
November and the Israeli decision not to 
launch a ground offensive.

Netanyahu said during his address to the 
nation, which was meant to save his 
coalition after Defence Minister Avigdor 
Liberman resigned on 14 November, that 
as leader of Israel he sometimes had “to 
hide crucial considerations that must be 
concealed from the enemy” and hinted 
that there were plans for a military 
operation in the future. “I cannot 
elaborate on our plans for the future, but 
we will determine the right conditions 
and the right times for the State of Israel, 
those which are optimal for the security 
of our citizens,” the Israeli PM earlier told 
participants in a state memorial service 
commemorating the 45th anniversary of 
the passing away of former Israeli PM 
David Ben Gurion.

Some understood this as a hint to a future 
ground operation against the terror 
organisations in Gaza after Netanyahu 
decided to enter into a ceasefire with 
them the previous week, provoking 
Liberman’s resignation.

However, from a briefing after the cease-
fire to the Knesset Committee for Foreign 
Affairs and Defence, it became clear 
Netanyahu’s statement was related to 
Iran’s continuing preparations for a three-
front war with Israel.

The three fronts are Syria, where the IDF 
has succeeded in preventing Iran from 
establishing a foothold on the Syrian 
Golan Heights according to Gaby 
Eisenkot the Chief of Staff of the IDF, 
Lebanon and Gaza.

Netanyahu said during the Knesset briefing 
that Israeli “spy-planes continue to fly and 
collect information” on the movements of 
Hezbollah in Lebanon and Syria and the 
Iranian military build-up in Syria.

The Israeli PM and new Defence Minister 
also revealed he had tried to enlist 
Russian President Vladimir Putin for the 

effort to drive Iran out of Syria but 
acknowledged that this effort would 
require the help of a third country. His 
remarks immediately led to speculation 
that Israel could be this third country.

During his address to the Israeli nation, 
Netanyahu hinted at a very large military 
operation which would demand “sacrifice”.

The Israeli military and government are 
very concerned about Iran’s activities in 
Lebanon where Iran is helping Hezbollah 
with converting crude rockets into guided 
missiles which can reach all of Israel and 
about the continuing Iranian 
entrenchment in Syria.

The Quds Force of the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards Corps (IRGC) has 
founded the so-called Golan Liberation 
Brigade. The Brigade comprises 80,000 
men and has been formed as an umbrella 
organisation of various Shiite militia 
which have recently been fighting in Iraq 
and Syria. It is commanded by Qassem 
Soleimani, the shrewd commander of the 
Quds Force.

Until recently the Israeli air force (IAF) 
used to frustrate the Iranian military 
build-up in Syria by carrying out airstrikes 
on weapon convoys and military facilities, 
but the delivery of the Russian S-300 anti-
aircraft missile shield has limited the 
operational capabilities of the IAF.

The Iranian-led pro-Assad coalition is 
currently setting its sights on the Israeli 
Golan Heights and recently threatened 
Israel with the war over what it calls the 
‘illegal Zionist occupation’ of the 
mountainous plateau. During a meeting 
of the fourth committee of the General 
Assembly of the United Nations Dr Bashar 
al-Jaafari, the Syrian ambassador to the 
UN, said: “we will reclaim Golan by peace, 
or by war.” Al-Jaafari’s statement indicated 
that Syria and Iran are looking for a casus 
belli to start the anticipated three-front-
war against Israel after the Iranians most 
likely tested the Israeli military via the 
mini-missile-war last week in Gaza.

The Meir Amit Intelligence and Terrorism 
Information Center in Israel revealed mid-
November that Iran – via Hezbollah - had 
delivered the Kornet missile which was 
used to open the offensive against Israel 

by the Palestinian terror groups in Gaza. 
The anti-tank missile destroyed a bus 
which had just transferred and unloaded a 
group of 50 IDF soldiers to the border 
with Gaza, an action which was filmed by 
Hamas and which was clearly taken out of 
Hezbollah’s playbook for wars.

Shortly after the Kornet missile was 
launched Hamas and Islamic Jihad started 
to pound southern Israel with roughly 
460 rockets while the IAF destroyed 150 
terror-related targets in Gaza in response.

Hezbollah leader Hassan Nasrallah openly 
admitted his organisation had supplied 
the Palestinian terror groups in Gaza with 
the Kornet missile, according to the Meir 
Amit Center.

Islamic Jihad, furthermore, reported it had 
used a new missile with a large warhead to 
destroy a complete building in the coastal 
city of Ashkelon in southern Israel.

The short-range missile was a copy of the 
Iranian Falaq-2 rocket and was assembled 
in Gaza. The missile onslaught in 
southern Israel was furthermore 
conducted in waves, an indication the 
Iranian-backed terror groups in Gaza 
wanted to test the limitations of the Iron 
Dome anti-missile shield of the IDF.

All this shows that the actions of Hamas 
and Islamic Jihad bore the hallmarks of a 
Hezbollah operation and that the 
Palestinian terror groups in the Gaza Strip 

acted on orders from Iran. 

Hamas leader Yahya Sinwar has been very 
open about who is calling the shots in Gaza. 

During an interview with al-Mayadeen TV 
in Lebanon on 21 May 2018, Sinwar said 
Hamas and Hezbollah are working in 
tandem in the war against Israel “almost 
on a daily basis” and claimed the 
relationship between the two terror 
groups is “excellent and evolving” while he 
also said they are conducting joint 
operations. The Hamas leader boasted 
about the “strong powerful and warm ties” 
with Soleimani and said Iran had provided 
the Islamist Sunni terror group with “large 
amounts of cash, ‘equipment’ and 
expertise.” Sinwar told the Lebanese TV 
station that Hamas had “greatly developed 
its capabilities” thanks to friends, “first 
and foremost the Islamic Republic of Iran” 
and said that with Allah’s help “the 
resisters will stand on a united front”. His 
remarks led to an IDF statement that read 
“Hamas is Iran, Iran is Hamas”. 

This week the radical Hamas leader 
intended to pay a visit to Tehran, but he 
was barred from flying to Iran by the 
Egyptian authorities. | Photo: Amir Levy, Flash90

This article was originally published 
on 21 November 2018 by Israel Today. 
Reproduced with permission of Israel 
Today and the author. 

Iran Behind Latest Gaza Crisis
By Yochanan Visser, Israel Today

Israeli experts continue to caution an 
erroneously placated West that Iran’s new 
president will press forward with his 
nation’s nuclear arms programme. His 
track record proves as much.

From the US to Europe to Russia, the 
international community has breathed a 
collective sigh of relief over the election of 
Hasan Rohani as Iran’s new president, 
hailing the cleric as a ‘moderate’ leader.

But few seem to remember that Rohani 
previously served as Iran’s chief nuclear 
negotiator during the term of former 
President Mohammed Khatami. It’s true 
that between 2003-2005 Rohani halted 
Iran’s uranium enrichment programme, 
but it's also true that he started it right 
back up again once the immediate threat 
of US military intervention had passed.

That’s right - Mahmoud Ahmadinejad was 
not, as many have wrongly come to 
believe, the originator of Iran’s defiant 
nuclear programme. In fact, none of these 
politicians are more than advisers when it 
comes to such important matters of state. 
Iran’s nuclear programme, and even who 
gets elected as president, is all ultimately 
under the control Supreme Leader 
Ayatollah Ali Khameini and his Guardian 
Council.

What that means is that Iran’s nuclear 
programme will continue if Khameini says 
it will, and Rohani has no power to stop it, 
assuming he even wanted to. And that is a 
pretty big assumption to make, considering 
the man’s past remarks and actions.

In 2004, Rohani advocated accelerating 
Iran’s nuclear programme to the point 

where the international community 
would have no choice but to accept it as a 
fact of life, as had previously happened 
with Pakistan.

“Rohani is a dyed-in-the-wool Khomeinist 
and part of the consensus on Iranian 
nuclear energy, which is a code word for 
nuclear weapons,” explained Ze’ev 
Maghen, an Iran scholar at the Begin-
Sadat Center for Strategic Studies, in an 
interview with the Times of Israel. Nor is 
Rohani necessarily any friendlier toward 
Israel than his predecessor. In his first 
public address since winning the election, 
Rohani asserted that international 
sanctions against Iran had been imposed 
in service to Israel.

According to Maghen, Rohani is every bit 
as hostile toward Israel as Ahmadinejad, 

he simply has better style.

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu 
sought to remind everyone that Rohani had 
only won the election because the 
ayatollahs of the Guardian Council had 
allowed him to, meaning Rohani must, like 
Ahmadinejad before him, hold views that 
fall in line with the ayatollahs’ agenda.

“We are not deluding ourselves,” 
Netanyahu said at Sunday’s cabinet 
meeting in Jerusalem. “We need to 
remember that the Iranian ruler at the 
outset disqualified candidates who were 
not in line with his extreme world view, 
and from among those whom he did 
allow, the one seen as least identified with 
the regime was elected. But we are still 
speaking about someone who calls Israel 
the ‘great Zionist Satan.’”

Israel: Iran Continues Nuclear Quest
By Ryan Jones, Israel Today

Iran's President Hassan Rouhani addresses the 72nd session of United Nations General Assembly at the 
UN headquarters, in New York, USA
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This is the fifth instalment of a 
longer article written by German 
theologian and journalist Johannes 
Gerlofff on Psalm 2. The full text of 
the article, including extensive 
footnotes, can be found at 
www.c4israel.org/teaching-articles/

“Then He shall speak to them in His 
wrath. In his fury He will terrify 
them.” Psalm 2:5

While the Jewish interpreters of Scripture 
have no problem understanding the 
meaning of these words, Martin Luther 

igets tangled up at this point.  Obviously, 
the reformer pushes his limits with the 
one-dimensional Christian interpretation 
of Psalm 2, focusing exclusively on the 
suffering, crucifixion, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. He asks, “But 
when did He speak to them in His anger, 
or in what did His anger express itself?” 
Luther considered that these words could 
have been said: “about the Roman army.” 
But then he completely misses out the 
possibility that the Romans or their vassal 
king Herod could have drawn the wrath 
of God upon themselves for having 
executed Jesus. It was actually the Roman 
occupiers who were responsible for the 
sentencing of Jesus. And they executed in 
a way typical for the Roman judicial 
system, namely as crucifixion. 

If Jesus had been executed by Jews in a 
Jewish way, he would have died by 
stoning, such as Stephen (Acts 7:45).

Luther reveals in this context how biased 
his interpretation of Scripture is by his 
anti-Jewish perspective. He concludes 
here in verse 5, “But the Jews, when they 
were devastated and slain by the Romans, 
He terrified them by the onset of fear 
eternally.” The German reformer thought 
he had to remind his readers at this point: 
“Now see the register of horrible 
punishments prepared for the murderers 
of Christ.” To conclude then: “No 
creature, not even God Himself, is 
inclined to them.”

But back to our text. Being emotionally 
charged in such a way, what does God say? 
What is His message to the nations? “I have 
set My king on Zion, the mountain of My 
holiness.” (Psalm 2:6). The British scholar 
Derek Kidner sees at this point, “this is the 

iineglected voice that has the final say.”   

First of all, Psalm 2:6 states: God is the 
One who appoints the rulers of this world 
and removes them. This was recognised 
by the Babylonian king Nebuchadnezzar 
who confessed to the Jewish Prophet 
Daniel: “Your God is a God over all gods 
and a Lord over all kings” (Daniel 2:47). At 
the same time, the Prophet Ezekiel (17:24) 
testifies in his rich pictorial language, 
portraying the power of the world as 

trees: “All the trees of the field shall know 
that I am the Lord: I humiliate the lofty 
tree. I raise up the humble tree. I cause the 
fresh tree to wither and the dry tree to 
flourish. I, the Lord, speak and do it.”

Even before the Babylonian exile, the God 
of Israel had emerged as the actual engine 
of all ethnic migrations. He had the 
Prophet Amos (9:7) aligned: “Are you not 
like the sons of the Cushites, you sons of 
Israel? Did not I bring Israel up out of the 
land of Egypt, just like the Philistines 
from Kaftor and the Syrians from Kir?” 
Moses already knew that “the Most High 
gives the nations their inheritance,” and

 “sets the boundaries of the peoples” 
(Deuteronomy 32:8). | Photo: Lightstock

Footnotes:
i For the following compare Johann Georg Walch (hg.), 
Dr. Martin Luthers Sämtliche Schriften. Vierter Band. 
Auslegung des Alten Testaments (Fortsetzung). 
Auslegung über die Psalmen (Groß Oesingen: Verlag der 
Lutherischen Buchhandlung Heinrich Harms, 2. Auflage, 
1880-1910), 265-267.
ii Derek Kidner, Psalms 1-72. An Introduction & 
Commentary, TOTC (Leicester/England and Downers 
Grove, Illinois/USA: Inter-Varsity, 1973), 51.

Johannes Gerloff (1963) is a German 
theologian, journalist and Bible 
teacher who has lived in Jerusalem 
for over 20 years. 

Dreadfully Direct  Psalm 2, Part 4b
© Johannes Gerloff, Theologian, Journalist, Lecturer and Author

In October, the Israeli Government 
Press Office hosted the second ever 
Christian Media Summit in Jerusalem. 
Just like last year’s inaugural Summit, 
it was a hugely significant and 
important event for every Christian 
media person represented. 

PM Benjamin Netanyahu officially 
opened the event and welcomed us very 
warmly and recognised that he was 
among friends. He acknowledged that 
many Christians around the world are 
some of the best friends the nation of 
Israel has and he also acknowledged just 
how important our role is in presenting 
the truth. In fact, PM Netanyahu gave us 
one main mission: the mission to tell the 
truth. 

In his opening address to us, PM 
Netanyahu said, “I think people have to 
tell the truth. You are ambassadors of 
truth. You’re not merely the greatest 
ambassadors that Israel has around the 
world; you’re champions of truth. If 
there’s one thing that I can ask you to do, 
it’s to tell the truth. Tell the truth about 
our history, tell the truth about our 
present, tell the truth about who wants 
peace, and who doesn’t want peace.” 

We live in a world that has redefined so 
many things from marriage, social justice, 
morality, ethics and even whether a baby 
in the womb is worthy of life! Ultimately, 
at the heart of all these redefinitions is 
the redefinition of truth. 

Pontius Pilate asked Jesus, “What is truth?” 

Little did he know, Jesus actually gave the 
answer to that very question the previous 
night, shortly before His arrest. He was 
praying for His disciples, and asked the 
Father to: “Sanctify them in the truth; 
Your word is truth” (John 17:17). Of course, 
we also know that if you know the truth, 
it’s going to set you free (John 8:32).

During the Summit we heard from men 
and women involved in high tech. We 
heard from media personalities, the IDF, 
politicians, religious leaders, the 
entertainment industry and even farmers 
and educators. We saw demonstrated 
visually, the widening gap between those 
on the left and right and the monumental 
task of bringing understanding and 
balance between those two extremes. 

We see the same thing in our own 
nations, and the reason the gap is so vast 
is truth is now relative and preferential. 

The overall message from the Summit for 
every Christian broadcaster present was 
the necessity to return home and use our 
media resources, to tell the truth. It’s 
patently clear that the majority of secular 
media outlets are agenda driven, more 
often than not with an agenda that is 
hostile to Israel. As Christians in the 
media, we need to tell the truth of the 
reality of life on the ground in Israel to 
combat the litany of lies and falsehoods.

Truth is under attack, but truth will set 
people free, and that’s our commitment.

Christian Media Summit 2018
By Mandy Worby, Christians for Israel Australia

Christian Media Summit attendees outside the KnessetPM Benjamin Netanyahu opening the Christian Media Summit 2018
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ISREALITY TOUR 
6-20 July 2019

EXPRESS YOUR 
INTEREST TODAY!

PLACES ARE LIMITED

14 DAYS THAT WILL 
CHANGE YOUR LIFE!

For more details and to request your Itinerary

WWW.ISREALITY.ORG
*Subject to change. Based on a minimum of  

10 participants. Conditions apply

YOU CAN EXPERIENCE THE HOLY LAND

Young Adults  Adventure Tour!$5300* Per Person

1300 550 830 
info@olivetreetravel.com.au

PRICE INCLUDES:  
• Return economy airfares + departure taxes: 

Australia / Asia / Tel Aviv
• Tipping and Gratuities
• Camel Riding
• Accommodation with meals (Breakfast, Lunch  

and Dinner as indicated)
• Transportation - bus and driver for touring and group 

transfers to and from airport
• Guide - English speaking licensed, Messianic Tour Guide.
• Entrance fees - Historical sites, Museums, Parks etc

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS:
Tel Aviv, Haifa, Nazareth Village, Golan Heights, Mount 
of Beatitudes, Sammakh, Galilee, Yardenit, Yad Vashem, 
Western Wall, Walk the Jerusalem Ramparts, Jaffa Gate, 
Masada, Beersheba, Anzac Museum, Sound and Light 
Show at David’s Citadel.
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Letters of the Aleph-bet: Qoph 
Qoph is the nineteenth letter of the 
aleph-beit. It is usually represented by 
the letter q, although in older texts, you 
will find the c as well. An example is the 
name Jacob, which in Hebrew is written 
with the qoph in the middle. Our letter 
q goes back to the same ancient sign as 
the qoph, by the way.

In the Talmud (Jewish tradition) it is told 
that children came to the study house to 
learn the aleph-beit. To do so, they gave 
a symbolic meaning to each letter. 

We have seen it before. They related the 
qoph to the next letter, the resh. The 
qoph represents qadosh – holy, while the 
resh represents rasha – the wicked. ‘Why 
is the face of the qoph averted from the 
resh? The Holy One, blessed be He, said: 
if he repents, I will bind a crown on him 
like Mine. And why is the foot of the 
qoph not joined to the rest of the letter? 
To show that if he repents, he can enter 
and be brought into God’s favour 
through this opening.’ 

The numerical value of qoph is hundred. 
In Genesis 23:1 we read in the Hebrew 
text literally that the years of the life of 
Sarah were ‘hundred years, and twenty 
years, and seven years’. The Midrash, the 
Jewish interpretation, asks why this is 
said in this way. Each word has a 
meaning. What is really said here? We 
can find an explanation in Psalm 37: 
‘The Lord knows the days of the 
blameless, and their inheritance will be 
forever’ (verse 18). As they are blameless, 

so their years are, says the Midrash. That 
refers to Sarah. When she was hundred 
(the letter qoph) years old, she was like 
somebody who is twenty (the letter 
kaph) years old with regards to sin. In 
other words, she was such a blameless 
person of whom the psalm speaks. 

Finally, when you count all the daily 
prayers together, a pious Jew says (at 
least) hundred Berachot (thanksgivings) 
a day. 

By Kees de Vreugd, Theologian, Christians for Israel International, and Editor of Israel and the Church

ק

>> Black as Ashes,  
White as a Flower

Drimia (pictured above) is an 
inconspicuous plant. One sees just a stalk 
with small, gentle, white or rose flowers, 
nothing special to most people –but not 
for Israelis. Drimia, or חצב  in Hebrew 
(read Chatzav), is a symbol of new 
beginning. The first Drimia flowers 
usually pop up in February and March – 
it's a certain sign that spring is coming.

Fire kites that fly over the border with 
Gaza every day destroy the agriculture, 

flora and fauna of the Eshkol region, you 
never know where the burning tale of the 
kite will land.  As a result, while driving 
though the Eshkol region near the Gaza 
strip, instead of green fields and forests 
one sees only black, charred spaces. The 
picture over the last few weeks, however, 
is astonishing – the lonely, black, burned 
fields are now covered with white 
blossoms – of many, many Drimia flowers!

>> Newcomers
This summer twelve families made Aliyah 
to Eshkol via First Home in the Homeland. 
Despite the security situation, they chose 
this region for their new start in Israel. 
The youngest newcomer's name is Platon. 
He comes from Omsk, Russia, and now 
lives in kibbutz Ein Hashlosha. . 
Unfortunately, at just 3 kilometres from 
the border with Gaza, this kibbutz 
constantly appears in the newspapers in 
Israel. There are two more kibbutzim, 
however,  that welcomed newcomers in 
August 2018 – Tzeelm and Gvulot. 

Every family, even if they arrived in the 
middle of the night, was welcomed by a 
volunteer, with a greeting card, to a clean 
and cosy kibbutz apartment, with the basic 

necessities ready in the fridge of their new 
home. While still in Ukraine the families 
got a call and then a visit from one of the 
Christians for Israel team, so that they felt 
supported in their decision to make Aliyah. 

>> Life at the Border
“Our children teach us to react properly 
on sirens because this is what they learn 
at kindergarten and school. They know 
that they must not panic, and they know 
exactly how many seconds we have to get 

to the shelter”, says Evgeni Tkachenko. 
Evgeni made Aliyah from Ukraine two 
months ago to Ein Hashlosha. His family 
came to Israel to fulf il the dream of their 
grandparents, as they had a very difficult 
life in Ukraine and no way to make 
Aliyah.

Please support First Home in the 
Homeland. You can donate by filling 
out the coupon on the back page.

First Home in the Homeland News
By Orly Wolshtein, First Home in the Homeland, Project Manager Jewish Agency for Israel 

Dmitri and Aneta, with their two children Tamara (15) and Sergey (17), made Aliyah from Ufa to kibbutz Gvulot 

Contrary to other countries in the 
world, Jerusalem, the capital of Israel, 
is not the richest, but the poorest 
city of the country. Numerous 
minorities live in Jerusalem. 

Poverty often passes from 
generation to generation. Decades 
ago, families often came to Israel 
without a penny; now they still have 
no money to spend.

At the Hineni Soup Kitchen in Jerusalem 
people in need can come for a daily hot 
meal. The vast majority of visitors are 
elderly. Among the visitors are those who 
fled the former Soviet Union years ago and 
now have financial problems because they 
do not have a pension. By offering them a 
meal, these people have money for their 
medication. Other visitors include war 
veterans, homeless people, and Holocaust 
survivors. Everyone who can show they 
are in financial need receives help.  

>> Food for the Soul
The meals at Hineni are fresh and 
nutritious, but they are not only intended 
to satisfy the hunger. These meals nourish 
the spirit in several ways. Benjamin Philip 
(the Hineni Director) explains: “Through 
giving meals, you show love to a person 

and help 
carry their 
burdens. 
People come 
out of their 
social isolation because 
they can interact with others. And there 
are opportunities to speak about faith. 
Our goal at Hineni is not only to help 
these people in their need, but also bring 
them closer to the Eternal One. Together 
with Bible-believing friends, Jews and 
non-Jews, we want to walk the talk: ‘Love 
your neighbour as yourself’”

Hineni provides approximately 300 
meals per day for the poorest and most 
needy citizens. Support the work of 
Hineni in Jerusalem! A hot meal costs 
AUD $9. You can donate by filling out 
the coupon on the back page.

Meals for the Poor in Jerusalem
By Christians for Israel International
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Did you know that 300,000 Jewish people 
still live in Ukraine? Among them, the 
elderly and survivors of the Holocaust, but 
also families with young children.

Many Jews in Ukraine live in great 
poverty. The demand for food parcels is 
constantly growing, especially during the 
severe Ukrainian winter when we receive 
help requests from all over the country. 
With our limited resources we try to help 
as many people as possible.

In recent years much has changed in 
Ukraine, unfortunately in a negative way. 
There is the continuous threat of war in 
the east, causing many people to flee.

The country is in a deep economic crisis. 
There is not much work, while prices are 
rising and the value of the Grivna 
(Ukranian currency) dropped 
significantly. Life seems hopeless for a lot 
of people, especially in the countryside.

Our goal this winter is to distribute more 
than 30,000 food parcels to poor Jewish 
people in Ukraine. During our visits, we 
always tell them about God’s faithfulness 
to His people and the promises in the Bible 
- Promises of hope and the return of the
Jewish people to Israel. | Photos: Jaco Klamer

Poverty Amongst Jews in Ukraine
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Ukraine

“Your visit gives me proof that there are still good people out there”, says 82-year-old 
Katia (pictured below), when she opens the door of her creaky house. This Jewish lady 
lives a lonely life in the vast countryside of Ukraine. “I prayed for your coming. Thank 
you for looking after me. I can’t cook because I am half blind and can’t lift anything. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you 
gave me something to drink. Matthew 25:35

One food parcel contains:

1kg flour
1kg rice
1kg sugar
2kg macaroni
1kg grits
1kg porridge
1 tin of peas
1 tin of corn
1 tin of fish
1 tin of chicken
500g oats
1L cooking oil
70g coffee
1 pack of tea

Will you help? One food parcel costs 
AUD $15. We buy the products for a 
good price because wholesalers know 
that we use the products for charity.

You can donate by filling out the 
coupon below. Thank you in advance 
for your support on behalf of the 
Jewish community!

The food packages 
are packed and handed 
out by volunteers 

We always tell the recipient 
about God's faithfulness to 
His people Israel!
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Did you know that 300,000 Jewish people 
still live in Ukraine? Among them, the 
elderly and survivors of the Holocaust, but 
also families with young children.

Many Jews in Ukraine live in great 
poverty. The demand for food parcels is 
constantly growing, especially during the 
severe Ukrainian winter when we receive 
help requests from all over the country. 
With our limited resources we try to help 
as many people as possible.

In recent years much has changed in 
Ukraine, unfortunately in a negative way. 
There is the continuous threat of war in 
the east, causing many people to flee.

The country is in a deep economic crisis. 
There is not much work, while prices are 
rising and the value of the Grivna 
(Ukranian currency) dropped 
significantly. Life seems hopeless for a lot 
of people, especially in the countryside.

Our goal this winter is to distribute more 
than 30,000 food parcels to poor Jewish 
people in Ukraine. During our visits, we 
always tell them about God’s faithfulness 
to His people and the promises in the Bible 
- Promises of hope and the return of the
Jewish people to Israel. | Photos: Jaco Klamer

Poverty Amongst Jews in Ukraine
By Koen Carlier, Christians for Israel Ukraine

“Your visit gives me proof that there are still good people out there”, says 82-year-old 
Katia (pictured below), when she opens the door of her creaky house. This Jewish lady 
lives a lonely life in the vast countryside of Ukraine. “I prayed for your coming. Thank 
you for looking after me. I can’t cook because I am half blind and can’t lift anything. 
Thank you from the bottom of my heart.”

For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty, and you 
gave me something to drink. Matthew 25:35

One food parcel contains:

1kg flour
1kg rice
1kg sugar
2kg macaroni
1kg grits
1kg porridge
1 tin of peas
1 tin of corn
1 tin of fish
1 tin of chicken
500g oats
1L cooking oil
70g coffee
1 pack of tea

Will you help? One food parcel costs 
AUD $15. We buy the products for a 
good price because wholesalers know 
that we use the products for charity.

You can donate by filling out the 
coupon below. Thank you in advance 
for your support on behalf of the 
Jewish community!

The food packages 
are packed and handed 
out by volunteers 

We always tell the recipient 
about God's faithfulness to 
His people Israel!

December 2018 
Kislev - Tevet 5779
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